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MARCH 1--15, 1936

During this half-month period five W.P.A. projects were carried on by the
Pianuing Board. Three of these are statistical surveys and studies, two are
non-stotistical conservation projects. One of the latter, entitled "Lake and
Stream Tuprevenment", was begun during the period. In addition, three nore pro-
jects enmploying small groups of workers, under the authorization of the Natiomal
Youth Administration, were set in operation,making a total of four under this
administration.

Final VW.P.A. approval was grunted to a highway traffic accident survey, and
to a group of statistical studies entitled "Population and Social Trends".

The work of the Plamming Board projects and the status of other of its
surveys ant studies not yet in operation are described in this report.

A detuiled description of the purposcs and procedure of the survey, "Urban

Zoning and Planning Studies", 1s ;iven on pages 3 and 4.

Buginess and Industry
Project No. 00-85-477

Four more counties were azdded to the list of these in waich the survey is
operntive. In 2 of these (Plymouth and Sac) authorization to do the work had
been granted previously. In the other 2 (Kossuth and Osceola), authorization
weg newly received. The survey is now under way in &7 counties. As a whole,
it was 62 per cent complete on larch 185.

Progress of the field work is shown by the following summary:

No. of Counties Total Per Cent
Period in which Field (Approximete)
fork Was in i of Field Vork
Progress ' Completed, to
Fnd of Period
Jan. 1-15 48 20
Jan.16-31 83 35
Feb. 1-15 35 40
Feb.16-28 &3 54
Mer. 1-15 87 62
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The state map on p. 2 shows the per cent of the field work completed in
each county. Averuging these figures gives a total of 62% for the entire pro-
ject.

During the half-month period, an average of approximately 138 relief and

16 non-relief workers were employed, a total of 204.

Urban Zoning and Planning Studies,
Project No. 00-65-3011

In our reports thus far; the work and purpcses of this project have been
mentioned only very briefly. These should now be described more fully. The
project is made up of a traffic survey in 9 cities and a survey to determine
land use in 7 cities.

City traffic surveys.- These surveys are planned to yield accurate infor-
mation on the traffic flow at carefully selected stations in each city. This
information will provide essential facts upon which the following planning of
traffic regulations and street construction can be based:

(1) Determining intersections where men arc most needed for traffic con-
trol, and traffic arteries most in need of motorized patrols;

(2) Determining the best streets on which to route local traffic, heavy
commnercial vehicles and inter-city traffic;

(3) Deciding upon the proper timing arrangements and locations for "stop
and go" signals and signal systems.

(4) Selecting "stop streets";

(5) Developing improved paving and paving repair programs;

(6) Determining the street lighting required for safe and casy traffic
flow.

(7) Deciding upon the needs for new street constructicn and other city
plaaning.

It is apparent that these purposes are more than sufficient justification
for the surveys, affecting, as they do, not cnly the safety and convenience of
thousands of motorists every day, but the proper expenditure of millions of
dollers for paving, lighting, signal systems, street construction and for other
city developments which depend upon the locations of streets and the distribution
of traffic flow.

These are the planning activities for which the surveys will afford the
basic information., The data will apply particularly to those cities in which
the surveys are being conducted.

Valuable as these results will be, they are of less ultimate value than
the more general knowledge of traffic problems which the surveys will yield.
In particular, it is anticipated that certain mathematical relations will be
discovered which will be applicable to nearly all city traffic. For example,
it probably will bz possible to show by actual traffic counts that as a rule
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the ratio between the numbers of vehicles passing two given stations will vary
but little from hour to hour and from day to day. If general rclations such as
this can be established, their use will reduce very materially the time, labor
and expense involved in carrying cut city traffic surveys in other Iowa cities
and in cities everywhcre in the United States,

At each station, all vehicles are counted and their directions recorded.
The number of enumerators at each station therefore varies with the traffic
volume.

The traffic counts are tabulated and summarized, and the following analyses
and calculations are made: determining the proportions between traffic volumes
at different stationsy then calculating the relative volumes for hours and days
during which it was not possible to secure simultaneocus counts at different sta-
tions; constructing a traffic flow map.

Land use surveys.- The purpose of these surveys is to obtain the data which
are needed for effcctive, far-sighted urban zoning and planning. Convincing evi-
dence cf the need for these may be found in the composition of almost any city whic.
has developed without the guidance of a comprehensive plan. The evidence exists
in the form of illogical arrangements of built-up sections, strests of improper
width or location, fire-traps in crowded business blocks, slums, architectural
monstresities, lack of sufficient space for parks, buildings located where
streets should be run, commercial or industrial structures in undesirable loca-
tions, etc.

The following deta are obtained in the surveys: arca of the entire city
and the total area occupied by each of the following: residences (single-
family, two-family, multi-family), commercial structures, light industry, heavy
industry, railroad property, streets and alleys, parks and playgrounds, schools,
churches, city property, cemeteries, other structures or developments; total
vacant area; number of residential structures, by type; number of retail stores;
total store frontage; total street and alley mileage.

Besides forming the basis for city zoning and planning, the data will be
used in preparing and publishing zoning and planning standards and recommended
procedures for Iowa municipalities.

During the period Mar. 1-15, the traffic surveys advanced about 5 per
cent, nearer completion. The land use surveys in Webster City and Muscatine
advanced 5 per cent and 20 per cent, respectively. The progress of each sur-
vey, starting dates and numbers of workers are shown in the table on p. 5.

An average of 307 relief and 23 non-relief workers were employed, a total
of 330. Tnis is 7 wmore than were employed during the preceding half-month
period. The workers furnished by the N.Y.A. t¢ assist in these surveys are not
included in the figures.



N. Y. A. Projects
Supplementary to
Urban Zoning and Planning Studies

The traffic surveys in Marshalltown, Ottumwa, Davenport and Sioux City were
carried on in part with the services of workers furnished to the Planning Board
by the National Youth Administration. In the first 2 cities, these were attached
to the Planning Board surveys; in Davenport and Sioux City, to the surveys
carried on under the city-sponsored W.P.A: projects, supervised by the Planning
Board. The number of workers in each city is shown below. All these except 1
non-relief foreman at Ottumwa work one-third the usual time, therefore the equiv-
alent number of full-time workers is shown also.

Average Number of Workers
City Project No. - Relief Non-Relief
Actual Lquiv. Actual | Equiwv.
Marshzlltown 1668--Y3 11 Bl
Ottumwa 1810-Y1 16 BB 5 2.5
Davenport 1623-Y3 15 5.0
Sioux City 1743-Y1 8 T
Totale 50 16.7 5 2.3 "
Total relief and non-relief: tetual -- - -55
equivalent-———memmm e 19

Biological Survey
Project Nos 00-85-475

o

The work of  this project during the first half of March was continued on 8
lakes in 4 counties in District 3, in the northwestern part of the state. In
addition, operations were begun in two counties of District 1, in the north cen-
tral part.

Some of the men in District 3 continued the work of opering holes through
the ice on lakes, to admit oxygen to the fish. Others were engaged in cutting
willows for planting purposes. About 10,000 cuttings were collected. Another
group of workers collected materials for a sign painting project. The signs
will be used in Kossuth and Emmet Counties.
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Work in District 1 was begun ifarch 2, with 1€ reliel workers under the
supervision of a Planning Board man. The men were divided into two grouns, 10
on Clear Lake in Cerro Gordo County, 6 on Crystal Lake in Hancock County. The
work consisted in opening holes tnrough the ice to save the fish from suffo-
cation. An attempt was made to begin similar work on Cornelia Lake in ¥Wright
County, but the lake was found to be frozen to the bottom exccpt for a small
area. t i8 expected that the work of collecting acquatic plants will be start-
ed very soon at Big Wall Lake in Wright County. These will be used for plant-
ings in Iowa's newly formed artificial lakes, to create more natural conditions
and to accelerate plant growths which would require a long time tc develop natur-
ally. This work will give employment to about 10 nmen.

The following table shows the locations in which the project was active,
the nature of the work, and the number of workers in each location:

BIOLOGICAL SURVEY

District No. of Workers
Nature of Work and Lake | Relief Non-Relief
County Supervisors
District 1 District 1
Cutting holes in ice, Cerro Gordo Clear 10
to admit oxygen to fish Hancock Crystal 6 1
District 3 District 3
First 4 counties:- Buena Vista Storm 5 I
Cutting holes in ice, to | Clay Trumbull 14 %
admit oxygen to fish; cut- !| Dickinson Silver
ting willows for planting Swan
purposes; ccllecting mater- Spirit 13 5
ials for sign painting pro- E. Okcbdji
ject. Palc Alto Lest Islgnd 12
Silver 5 3
(Allotments made. Framet
Work tc begin scon.) Woodbury
District 4 District 4
(Allotment for district
made. Work not yet begun.)
Total No. workers ——=——-4- 65 4

Analysic of Farm Statistics,
rojcet No. 00-77-2375

In our report for Feb. 16-29, the studies included in this project were
described in detail aund the purpose which each study will serve was stated.
The importance of the resulte in their relation to agricultural problems
in Towa and in other states wis pointed out.
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During the first half of March, the work of tabulating data from town-
ship assessors!' reports was continued in Ames. Three relief workers were em-
nloyed. The principal tabulsting office is to be estabiished in Des lMoines

very soof.

Leke and Stream Improvenment,
Proiect No. 00-85-484

The work of this project was started on Pickerel Lake in Buena Vista
County and on Mud Lake, in Clay County. Allotment of funds for these counties
and for Dickinson and Woodbury hrns been made, to cover the operations of the
first 2 montihs. After completion of the work in Buena Vista and Clay Counties,
the workers will move to Jefferson's Slough in Dickinson County. From there
they will go to Hottes Lake and Merble Lake in Dickinson County, to finish some
surveys begun last year.

The work originally planned for this period was & continuation of the lake
goundings end borings started last year under the Iowa Emergency Relief Admin-
istration. These operations are carried on in winter by aid of tne ice, which
supports the men and equipment. By the time the work could be begun this year,
the expected break-up of the ice mode it more advisable to begin other work
instead. Accordingly, the survey of dry lake beds was begun.

These surveys are of considerable importance to the causc of wild life
conservation in Iowsz. There ar: thousands of acres of land in state-vwned
dry lzke beds, the boundaries of wiich have never been established. As 2 con-
sequence, the land is largely utilized by private individuals for culiivation
and gruzing, the state receiving no bendfits. The purpose of the present work
is to establish permenent boundaries, then develop these lands as game refuge
and nesting areas by making Ysme cover plantings.

Whenever possible, food patches will be planted for winter feed on a crop-
share agreement witn fermers whose land is adjcining. The areas will be fenced
and posted under the Planning Board project, "Biclogical Survey", with which
the present project is ccoperating closely. Tae areas would be open to pub-
lic shocting in season.

The work thus far has employed 7 relief nen, dirccted by a skilled non-

relief supervisor. Both this project and "Biological Survey" are being con-
ducted with the ccoperation of the State Conservation Commission.

Aporoved Projects, Not Yet Operative

o

With the project "Lake and Stream Improvementi" now in operation, three
wnich had been approved previouvsly are yei te be begun. These are "Trans-
portation", "Recreaticn and Historic" and "Public Service". Two cthers, Pop-
ulation and Sociazl Trenas" and a highway traffic accidant survey, were given
final approval March 14 snd 15, respectively.
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Transportation
Project No. Q0-85-483

Status unchanged. Surﬁeys expected to begin in April.

Recreation and Historic,
Project No. 00-85-483

The state allotment for the construction of markers was made Mar. 15. The
work will be begun during the last half of March. A wooﬁuorklng shop will be
set up in Dubucue, where a considerable number of men skilled in woodworking
are available on a relief basis. The markers will be substantially and artist-

cally constructed and will be used to mark recreational, historic and arch-
aeological sites throughout the state.

Public Service,
Project No. 00-85-48

Status unchanged. It iz hoped to have a state allotment soon, so that work
can be begun on or before April 1.

Highway Traffic Accident Survey,
Projesct Nc.00-00-3117

Approval of this project by VW.P.A. officials in Washington wans given Mar.
15. Actual work probably will beyin during the month of April. A description
of the project will be given in a later report. The lowa Motor Vchicle Depart-
ment and the Planning Board are joint sponsors.

Populaticn and Social Trends,
Project No. 00-855-478

Final approval was given this project by Washington W.P.A. officials Mar.
14. It is expected that work will begin soon after April 1.

- The project consists of a group of )twujutncal studies on employment con-
nltlono in Towa, the support of persons over 60 yecrs of age, and the.character-
istics of Towz communities. These will be d“"crlbol more fully in a later re-
port.

Projects on Which Approval is Pending

Final approval of twe projecte proposed by the Planning Board had not been
received from Washington to March 15. These are "Pubiic Education" and "Sur-
vey of Public Health Resources". It is hoped that approval will be given at
an carly date.
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Projects Under Technical Tuidance of Plammines Board

As stated in the preceding progress report, W.P.A. traffic surveys spon-
sored by Sloux City and Davenport are under way, under technical direction of
the Planning Board., The procedure in both cities is the same as in the Planning

Board project, "Urbaan Zoning and Planning Studies".

Civy Planning Surveys and Studies,
Project Nou. 2-82-1001
(Sponsor, City of Davenport)

P

Traffic survey. Per cent completion, 15 (approximately).

Number of employeest
31 K.P.A. and 10 N.Y.A. relicf workers:
4 U o g i non-relief supervisors.
Total number,44.

City Planning Surveys and Studies,
Project No., 3-97-956
{Sponsor, City of Siocux City)

Traffic survey. Per cent completion, 10 (approxinutely).
Number of employees {approximate)s
26 W.P.A, and 7 N.Y.A. reiief{ workers.
1 non-relie? supervisor.
Total number, 34.

Federal Writcr's Project

The coupilation of stots and regional guide books, which is the principal
objective of the Federal VWiriters' Project, has progresscd rapidly. There is an
enormous anount of intercsting inform:tion which is available for these books.
Abvout 140 writers, in 22 cities aund towns throughout the state, are engaged in
the work.

The Planning Board is ccoperating in the project by furnishing part of the
infornation end by prepariag one sceticn of the finished work. iuch of the
drafting of maps also will b

3

s doae by the Planning Board.

Surmary

During the period larch 1-15, the Towa Stute Planning Bosard operated 5
projects under the %orks Progress Administration, also 4 National Youth Ad-
ninistration projects Jecigned to give supplementary aid to the urban zoning

m

and planning surveys. The tctal numbers of workers employed were as follows:
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Average Neo. of Workers Employed

Project Relief |Non-relief | Total

Business and Industry 188 16 204
Urban Zohing and Planning Studies 307 23 330

4 N.Y.A. Projects 17+ 23 193
Biological Survey 65 4 69
Analysis of Farm Statistics 3 1 4
Lake and Stream Improvement 7 1 8
Totals 587 47 634

#Equivalent number of full-time workers.

These figures represent an increase of about 43 relief and 5 non-

relief workers over the preceding half-month period.

The project proposals, "Population and Social Trends" and "Highway
Traffic Accident Survey" were given final approval of W.P.A. on March 14

and 15, respectively.

W.P.A., approval is pending on 2 surveys.

3
City planning surveys at Sivux/and Davenport carried on traffic sur-

Cit

veys under the technical guidance of the Planning Board.

Cooperation with the Federal Writers' Project continued.

George E. Davis
Statistical Ceoordinator




ILINITg
3 1723 02103 766&



