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In the report for January, three projects we~e described and their progress 
recorded, These projects, "Business and Industry" 1 "Urban Zoning and Planning 
$tudies 11 i and "Biological Survey-11 , have gone forward steadily during the first 
half of February. 

Five other projects have received final approval of WPA officials in Wash
ington, and the status of these as of Feb . 15 will be described in this report. 

Business and Industr:y 
Project No. 00-85-477 

This project, as described in the report for January, consists of a state
wide taxation study to determine the effects of a proposed homestead exemption 
law in Iowa , particularly with respect to loss of tax revenue. 

The progress of the survey is shown by the following summary: 

February 1-15, 1936 
Field Tabulations 
Work and analyses 

No. ~f counties in which 
pr oject was active 83 0 

No. of counties in which 
project was completed 0 0 

Total per cent of pr9ject 
completed (approx.) 40 0 

We note that roughly 40% of the field work was completed to Feb. 15. None 
of the work of tabulating and analyzing the data wa s done, because of the fact 
tha t this work cannot be begun until the data on occupancy is obtained, which 
data must be obtained last. 

The progress of the survey in each county is shown by the map on page 2. 
The figures represent the per cent completion of the field work. In 10 counties 
(marked with crosses) in districts land 3, work has not been started. In five 
others (marked with cross and circle) in the same districts, work has not been 
authorized. 

A total of approximately 175 relief workers were employed, an average of 
a l i ttle more than 2 per county. There were 14 non-relief workers. 
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URBA.N ZONING AlID PLANNING STUDIES 
EROJECT NO. 00-85-3011 

Although this pro ject co nsists of two d i stinct surveys, namely, a traffi• 
survey and a survey of u roo.n la.n6 use:, most of the work to Feb. 15 uas done on 
the former, thE' s evere weather making the latte r difficult. It is po s sible t o 
make traffic counts nithout difficulty evE- n in an Iowa "good old-fashi oned 
winter11 , -.vhen the enumerators are protecte.d by small sidewalk shelte rs or do 
the counting from a room in some building. At stations where the enum t: rator 
s t ands i n the open, the count must be interrupted on some days. 

In the tabl e on page 4, the progrP.ss in the various cities is represented. 
In the third column are shown the type s of surveys contemplated. Land use sur
veys havE: been begun only in Webster City ano. Muscatine ,., The percentages of 
work compl eted are necessarily rough estimates. They r epresent the f ield work 
only, except in Des Moines ,;,rhere the 'lTork of tabulation has begun. 

On Feb. 15 t h is project ''las employing 278 reli ef workers . and 24 non-relief, 
a total · of 302 . This is to be compared '?l'ith 85 relief workers employed as of 
Jan. 24. 

In Marsrililltown, a National Youth Administration project also was conducted 
suppl ementary to the traffic survey~ This gave employment to 11 youths be t~een 
the ages 15 and 25. They ~1ork one-third time and. an:: :pe.id proportionat ely. 

BIOLOGICAL SURVEY 
EROJECT NO. 00-85-475 

Although the •.1ork o.ndc-r this proj ect to Feb. 15 has been of an emergency 
nature, it has bi:;t:n v<:.!"J bE-neficia1. The almost ~)roOI: dented cold winter has 
cover ed the lake s of Iowa with ic e from 15 to 3, inches \hick. In addition, a 
blanke t of snow ha s s ealed [:ny cracks in the iee whieh might admit oxygen, 
n i. t hout whi ch f ish ca nnot live. 

The -:,or k ha s cons i s ted l a rgel y i n openine hol e s t hroc.gh the ice, on shall ow 
lakes in t he northern part of the state . ~ese holes are cut about 6 ft. wide 
and 100 ft. long, extending in a northwest-,outbeaet direction so that the pre-
vailing wind "."Til l help to keep them from fr eezing over. In some places out-
board motors are placed at one end of the hol e and opE·re..t ed, to agitate the 
vrater and by so doing admit oxygen into it. 

By saving the fish we are not merely maintaining the recreational facil
ities of IoTTa. Loss of fish means loss of food, also loss of revenue to the 
Fish and Grune division of the Conservation Commission. If fish die under the 
ice they decompo se, contaminating the water and making it unsanitary and mal
odorous for us e of nearby towns anr.i for those who wish to .s'.vim in it. 

The work is as follows in the different counties: 
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Per cent 
City County 

Type of 
aurvey 

I Date 
Work 
Begun 

of w.ork 
completed------1--------1 

Distrid 1. 
Cedar Ra_pids 
Dubuque 
'.VE:bster City 

District 2. 
Burlington 

Keokuk 
Clinton 

Ottumwa 

Muscatine 
Davenport 

Di stric t 3. 
Fort DodgP. 

District 4. 
Marshal 1 town 

· .D,o s Ho ines · 

Ames 

District 5. 

Linn 
Dubuque 
Hamil ton 

Des Moines 

Le e 
Clinton 

Wapelle 

Muscatine 
Scott 

Webster 

Marshall 

Polk 

Story 

Council Bluffs Potta:rattanii 

traffic 
II 

land us e 

land us e 
traffic 
traffic 
lan6. us& 
traffic 
land us e 
traffi~ 
.land. us e 
( tabula ... 
tions 
only) 

lanr5 us t: 
traffic 

larni us E· 
traffic 

( tabula
tions 
only) 
(Head
quarters 
county) 

traffic 

Feb.3 
Feb.3 
Feb .4 

Jan.27 
Jan .27 

Jan,1.5 

Jan. 20 

J an .15 

Jan.27 

Jan.29 

F eb .1-115 
(approx) 

5 
5 

20 

0 
15 
15 

0 
15 

0 
15 
15 

0 

0 
15 

0 
15 

2 

15 

. Per cent (approximate) of total projE:ct ')Ompletr:,d- 8 
( equals ave rage of county p erc entag E-s comrJl e ted) 

- l 

Total numbe r of persons employ ed - - - - -- - - - - -

Relief non-relief 

24 
25 
6 

25 
16 

22 

30 
13 

24 

29 

41 

1 

278 

1 
2 

l 

4 

15 

24 
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District 3 

Buena Vs;sta County 
Five rdief laborers ·:rorking on and around Storm lake , and under super

vision of conservation officer , 

Clay County 
a ~ven r eli ef men ~orking on Trumbull Lake. 

:Oicki !'sor~ County 
ThirteE-n relief men working on Silver, S"iVan , Spirit and. E. Okoboji Lake s, 

under direction of a. supE rvisor from the Cons r-: rve ti on Comr.ii s s ion. 

Jl'Q.lo Al to Count;{ 
Twelve nlief mE:n on Lost Isl and Lake and five on Silver Lake near Ayrshire. 

Webst er C)unt-• 
])our r elief men , under supervision of consE·rvation officer, doing wint er 

f ~eding ant ~orking on waste land area. 

Emmet County 
An allotment of $1,570.00 has been made and as soon as assignment of men 

can be compl eted, work will begin on Mud , High, Tuttl e and Iorra Lakes. 

Woodbury County 
An allotment of $678,00 has been made and work will be started as soon as 

re qQisitioned material arrives and weather permits. 

District 4 

An allotment of $4,400.00 has been made in a lump SUI!l for t his d istrict. 
Work will b":-gin as soon as assignments of men are completed. 

'l-L 
The total numbe r of rE:lief workers employed on the project was~ This 

is~ more than ':1er':: used 'du.ring January. 
)').. 
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Besides these three projects, six others kave had final approval* 
in Washington and will be begun as soon as possible. These are 0 Trans
portation11, 0 Public Education" ( "Recreation and Historic 11 , "Public 
Service"; 11.A.nalysis of Farm Statistics11, "Lake and Stream Improvement". 
The status of each is as follows: 

Transportation, 
Project No. 00-00-2967 

Deley in inaugurating this survey is due to the necessity of the 
Highway Commission getting their traffic survey on primary roads (finan
ced by the U. S. Bureau of Public Roads) completely organized before 
giving attention to the Planning Board survey, 

The latter is made up of five distinct surveys and studies.as 
follows: (1) appraisal survey of primary road system; (2) research 
on uniform classification of highway accounts; (3) transportation 
study of railways, wat6rways , airways and trunk pipe lines; · ( 4) trade 
area survey; (5) study of service lives of Iowa highways; (6) traffic 
counts on secondary roads,in cooperation with county engineers. 

Public Education 
Pro,ject No, 00-85--480 

Assurance was given that this proj ect would be approved in 
Washington providing certain points could be clarified sa tisfactorily. 
One question which arose was whether there was duplication between this 
survey anc1 the Planning Board. project, 11 Heal th Survey", also before the 
W.P.A, for approval. Other questions had to do with the details of 
procedure, the purposes to -oe s.:rved, thE· contacts to be made, the sub
mission of compl ete stetistical forms, the degr ee of compl etion of each 
part of the stu,'- ies under F.E.R.A., etc. Detailed answers to all these 
questions '.'Tere submitt ed Feb, 4. It is believed the t these should 
satisfy W.P.A. officials in Washington and it is expected t hat approval 
will DE· received soon. To da te (Feb, 15) no word from W~shington has 
been received, 

Recreation end Historic 
Project No. 00-85-483 

Final approval of this project was received from Washington in 
Januery, Because of the severe wint er weather and the fact th2. t much 
of the work is to be done in the open, it has been deemed best to delay 
starting the work until field conditions are more favorable, Request for 
an allotment for a i.1ood-\1orking shop in Dubuque has been submitt ed, In 
this shop markers arc to be mede for marki ng r ecrea t ional, historical 
and archaeological sites th r oughout the state . 

* "Pub l ic ;:;du.ce..ti on11 TTas a:_,rl rov ed t entat ive! ~-. :i,endi nc~ f urther 
inforJ'.'la ti on. 
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Public Service, 
Project No. 00-85-482 

The status of this survey i~ similar to that of 11 Recreation and Historic" 
in tha t the inclement weather has delayed the beginning of the work. The 
project consists mainly of open-country surveys to obtain data which will be 
used in revising township base maps in 63 couDties and in checking (and, if 
necessary, revising) the maps in the remaining 36 counties. The condition 
of the roads has made such work inadvisable to date. 

Analysis of Farm Statistics, , 
Project No. 00-77-2875 

Final approval of thi s study was received from Washington Feb. 8. The 
first allotments from the sta te W.P.A. were made Feb. 10 and 11. Some diffi
culties havG been encount ered in setting up the work, however, so that nothing 
has been .accomplished to date (Feb. 15). It is expected. that all details can 
be worked out satisfactorily with little delay. 

The studies involve only records now available and on file in Des Moines 
and Ames. The bulk of the work is to be done in Des Moines, since most of 
the records aro there, The results of the study should have far-reaching 
effects upon agricultura l practices in !owe. and el sewhere. 

Lake and Stream Improvement, 
Project No. 00-85-484 

It is expect ed that allotments will be made very soon for beginning this 
project on 13 18.ke s in the northern part of the state. It is planned to use 
4 partie s of workers, of 7 men each, under the supervision of two men ex
perienced in such work. Close cooperation with the State Conservation Com
mission is planned. 

Besides these six projects on which approval has been received, the 
status ef project "Population and Social Trends" should be noted. 

Population and Social Trends, 
project No. 60-85-478 

At the suggestion of the Coordinating Committee of the Central Statis
tical Board, it was arranged in January for a representative from the Advisory 
Committee on Social Security Studie s ~f the W.P.A. to come from Washington to 
go over the details of the proposed surveys with the sponsors. This was done 
and the project propo sal re submitted without being very substantially changed. 
There has been insufficient time to r eceive notice of action on the proposal 
since being resubmitt ed. 

Geor ge E. Dav is, 
Stati s t ical Coor dina t or 

\ 
\ 




