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STATE FIRE MARSHAL’S REPORT

Towa’s fire loss increased from $3,602,151 in 1942 to $4,762,-
575 in 1943,

There were 1901 town dwelling fires resulting in a loss of
$617,170, while 219 farm dwelling fires were reported with a
loss of $610,809.

Sparks from chimneys lead in the number of known causes,
826 fires with a loss of $250,339.

Defective electric wiring caused the largest amount of fire
loss of the known causes of fires, $419,586.

The amount of loss reported as ‘“Unknown” leads all other
items with $1,491,215.

Many of these fires could, no doubt, be attributed to any of
the “known” causes.

$701,312 of the 1943 fire loss occurred in Iowa factories, a
number of which are engaged in the manufacture of vital war
materials.

21 school fires cost us $170,189, or an average of $8,104.23
for each school fire.

174 store fires occurred, resulting in a loss of $531,710,
wasting food, clothing and many other items needed in the
war effort.

9 lumber yard fires caused a fire loss of $83,643, or an
average of $9,293.66 for each fire. Again, valuable war ma-
terial has been wasted.

FARM FIRE LOSS

Let us look at the farm fire loss for 1943.

The fire loss on farms increased from $1,121,000 for 1942,
to $1,341,012 for 1943.

219 farm dwelling fires cost $610,809, and 118 farm barn
fires cost us $325,542, or a total of $936,351, the balance of
the farm fire loss covering machine sheds, corn cribs, gran-
aries, and other miscellaneous farm buildings.

FARM FIRE PREVENTION

We have reason to be proud of the record made by Iowa
farm folks—they have responded to the call for help in putting
over an effective Farm IFire Prevention program, and while
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the farm fire loss shows an increase for 1943, we are confi-
dent that future years will show a gradual decline in the fire
loss as Iowa’s rural communities join in the War Against Fire.

The program sponsored by the Iowa State College at Ames,
Towa, under the direction of Professor R. K. Bliss, and Harold
Beaty, in cooperation with Iowa insurance companies, fire
prevention organizations and the State Fire Marshal’s office
has proven a success.

Our schools and 4-H Clubs have responded to tHe need for
an effective fire prevention program.

Cooperation in Fire Prevention means a reduction in Iowa’s
fire loss in cities and towns as well as in our rural com-
munities.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

11,000 fire prevention posters and other fire prevention
material were mailed out to Fire Chiefs, County Superinten-
dents of Schools, school teachers, school children and service
clubs by the State Fire Marshal’s office.

Fire prevention talks were made to 2500 adults and school
children in addition to radio broadcasts carried by Iowa radio
stations.

- IOWA STATE FIRE PREVENTION ASSOCIATION

The Towa State Fire Prevention Association made

13 addresses to 2,051 school children
7 addresses to 3,288 adults,

In addition there were a number of 15 minute radio talks
over 16 different radio stations, all material furnished by the
Towa State Fire Prevention Association.

ANNUAL FIRE SCHOOL

The Annual Fire School, Ames, had an attendance of ap-
proximately 300 firemen in 1943, and plans are now under
way for an interesting program for 1944.

Definite dates for the School will be announced later, and
we will be looking for you.
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TO FIRE CHIEFS, MAYORS AND TOWNSHIP CLERKS:

Are you sending in your fire reports promptly as required
by law ?

Our state law provides that all fires shall be reported to
this office within one week of the occurrence of the fire.

Frequently we receive reports of farm fires sent in by the
Fire Chief. These reports cannot be entered on the fire record
as reports made by the Fire Chief are charged against the
town for which he is acting as Fire Chief, therefore, the fires
that occur outside of the corporate limits of any city or town
MUST BE reported by the Township Clerk for the township
in which the fire occurs.

Fire Chiefs report ONLY those fires that occur within the
corporate limits of their city or town.

The Mayor is required to report fires that occur in towns
where there is no fire department.

FIRE LOSS RECORDS

In checking the records for 1943, we find 41 counties re-
porting 10 fires or less. In view of the 1943 fire record, we
are inclined to believe that all fires have not been reported in
accordance with Sections 1624, 1625, 1626, and 1627, Code,
Iowa, 1939.

When you hold up your reports for a period of time, per-
haps six months or a year, it prevents us from keeping our
fire records up to date, and more than doubles the amount of
record work and checking the fire loss at the close of the year.

FIRE DRILLS

SECTION 1651, Code, Iowa, 1939—

1651. FIRE DRILLS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS—EXITS UN-
LOCKED. It shall be the duty of the state fire marshal and his
designated subordinate to require teachers of public and private
schools, in all buildings of more than one story, to have at least
one fire drill each month, and to require all teachers of such
schools, whether occupying buildings of one or more stories, to
keep all doors and exits of their respective rooms and buildings
unlocked during school hours.
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FIRE DRILLS IN SCHOOLS

We find some schools where no fire drills are held, and have
been told that no fire drills are necessary because the build-
ing is fireproof.

No building is sufficiently fireproof to warrant a violation
of the state law, therefore, as a part of Iowa’s Safety program
and Fire Prevention and Fire Protection program, effective
and orderly fire drills in all schools are necessary.

INSPECTIONS
FIRE HAZARDS

. 347 inspections covering fire hazards and compressed gas
installations have been made by the State Fire Marshal’s
office in 43 counties.

The need for the conservation of our resources and the pre-
vention of waste has never been greater than it is today.

While we have been called upon to provide millions of tons
of waste material, scrap metal, rubber, paper and other prod-
ucts, there is still a quantity of useless storage in cellars,
attics and garages that should be brought out and put to work
for Victory.

Paper is our Number One shortage at the present time,
therefore, all old paper boxes, cartons, store bags, newspapers,
magazines and wastebasket paper are urgently needed for con-
version into fighting materials.

An effective Clean-UfJ Campaign will aid in converting fire
hazards and disease-breeders into fighting weapons of war.

Thorough inspections should be made in every home, every
place of business, in factories, churches, schools and other
public buildings, to eliminate every possible fire hazard and
reduce unnecessary waste by fire.

FIRE ESCAPES

We have made 1,405 fire escape inspections in 58 counties,
in 1943.

This inspection work will be carried on throughout the state
until all schools in Iowa have been inspected and corrections
are being made as rapidly as proper materials can be obtained.
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ARSON INVESTIGATIONS

We have made 45 investigations in 33 counties during 1943,
and obtained confessions and convictions in the following
cases:

GRUNDY COUNTY: We made an investigation of a fire
that occurred in the County Jail in Grundy Center and ob-
tained a confession.

HOWARD COUNTY: We made an investigation of a fire
that occurred in a business house in Riceville. A farm laborer
admitted that he started this fire for revenge; pled guilty to
the crime of arson and was sentenced to a ten-year indeter-
minate term in the State penitentiary.

HUMBOLDT COUNTY: This office made an investiga-
tion of a fire that occurred in Humboldt where two small boys
admitted they were playing with fire and lost control of the
flames.

IOWA COUNTY: An investigation was made covering
alarge factory fire. A confession was obtained and the suspect
turned over to the Federal Government inasmuch as the fac-
tory was engaged in making war materials.

IOWA COUNTY: Following up an investigation made in
1941, the suspect confessed and was committed to the United
States Government Hospital in Knoxville.

PLYMOUTH COUNTY: Assisted by the Plymouth Coun-
ty Sheriff’s office, we made an investigation of an automobile
fire that occurred on a country road in Plymouth County. The
owner of the car admitted that he wilfully burned the auto-
mobile to collect the insurance.

POLK COUNTY: We made an investigation of a fire
that occurred in Des Moines, a confession was obtained and
the Defendant committed to the State Hospital in Clarinda.

RINGGOLD COUNTY: We made an investigation of a
barn fire that occurred near Mt. Ayr. The suspect confessed
and was sentenced to the Anamosa Reformatory for a period
of 10 years. :

TAMA COUNTY: We made an investigation of a barn
fire that occurred in Tama county and found that the fire
was caused by children playing with matches.
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IOWA’S FIRE LOSS
(Compiled by Months)

MONTH 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943
January ... $ 361,463 § 612,782 §$ 357,690 § 517,426 § 799,327
Februaly ... 700392 512,382 398,858 189,349 336,615
March 388.877 516,999 615546 206,338 426,540
April ... 450411 438,048 442,068 613,246 363,333
May .. 208258 211230 211,965 155516 265,531
June 313588 230,681 73782 644,386 774,499
July ... 343,695 392,640 158757 142450 156,570 -
August 214636 889,593 165,720 286,134 214,120
September ... 3847744 228768 217,146 131,235 133,455
October ... 4207750 356922 265,704 234,999 289,065
November ... 470149 168,620 228,137 242,072 336,989
December ... 389,946 390,556 319,670 239,000 666,531

$4745,909 $4,449,221 $3,455,043 $3,602,151 §$4,762,575

The accompanying graph, compiled by the State Fire Mar-
shal’s office shows that during April and May, 1943, there
was a steady decline in the fire loss, and we believe this is
due to the extensive clean-up campaigns carried on during
that period, eliminating numerous fire hazards.

During the month of September, when a number of Fire
Prevention programs were given by the schools, and other
social groups, preparing for Fire Prevention Week activities,
the fire loss reached the lowest point of the year. This proves
that when we take time to practice Fire Prevention, the fire

loss can be reduced.

Why not make EVERY WEEK a FIRE PREVENTION
WEEK?

NATIONAL FIRE LOSS

The national fire loss for 1943 amounted to $382,235,800,
or an increase of 21 per cent over the 1942 fire loss.

IOWA’S PER CAPITA FIRE LOSS

Fire Per
Year Loss Capita
s 0ol AR e PR B D SR SRR $ 4,745,909 $ 1.87
4,449,921 1.75
3,455,043 1.43
3,602,151 1.43

4,762,575 1.87
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TABLE NO. I TABLE NO. I—Continued
Showing the total number of fires reported by counties. Counties and Cities No. Fires  Fire Loss
Cities of more than 10,000 are set out separately. Damage to %ggva i?l» 312,33?
buildings and contents is combined. T L SR T U N 17 22,474
g
Jasper ....... 44 302,561
Counties and Cities No. Fires  Fire Loss g eflferson i bt : 37 15,012
i ohnson—Iowa City ... - 45 52,291
ﬁgiiﬁs i 2 13:;33 Balance—Johnson County ... 4 20,025
5 e R R S R R R 4 10,845 {gmff T I N R TR S T R g gggg
Appanoose ... 34 _ 14,597 Keo uth e . e
Audubon ... 14 15,885 P AL neesecc T 8 1413
Benton 28 30,732 Leve—Fort Meadigon ® foe St e ot e e e 52 39,002
Black Hawk—Waterloo ... R T 104,936 gei’kuk i P A P T e 3§ pugss
Balance—Black Hawk County ... 17 43,009 Li acar(lice—Ree‘d OUNTY oo 141 Tt
Blonie——Boone) &t & Lo i Tin . Lo L e 60 14,606 mnﬁ‘le aL L?.pl SC -------------------- 7 37,5668
Balance—Boone County ... 16 31,275 Loui alance—Linn County ... 34 39,502
s e 17 30,237 Loulsa County” coilt o ol e e e 11 30,829
Buchanan ......... 35 46,993 Lucas ---------------------- 1?1) . 9%3
Bikena "Vagta Sl v Lo i n e 23 46,186 My?ir‘l """"""""""""" 95 y
BUtlerl oo b =2 a L 10 40,525 e e 23,697
Calh 24 17152 Mahaska—Oskaloosa .................. 38 40,505
Ca mﬁn """"""""""""""""""""""""""" 34 135316 Balance—Mahaska County .. 18 49,825
Carro 24 7’765 PlioniF o Ll L e e 30 24,790
Cazs """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 16 69,236 Marshall—Marshalltown ... 50 13,294
Gerro Gordo—Mason CIty v 81 *31308 iy B2 imnee—Marshall County . N S )
Balance—Cerro Gordo County ..... 3 15,100 M}t She_l-I. ---------------------------------------------------------------------- g g,ggg
Cherokee ...... A s 10 18,485 M e = = : seaeeees s i iyt
CRTCHAREI ot oo et et S e 2 9 10,337 Monona Sermeasoesrhecissiesssesenesisesseseecssssisstessscessnesesssciesiois i i
Clarke ...... 12 17,785 M°nr°e ----------- ’
Cla 28 26,181 ontgomery ... 21 12,674
Cl yt """" 30 47,467 Muscatine—Muscatine ... 75 20,134
Clinton—Giimton - 0 89 o eanll ... Balance—Muscatine COUNty ... 6 T2
Balance—Clinton County . 12 5,092 8512’;';?: ---------------------------------------- 23 102,3‘212
Crgwlond b e e R e 15 48,767 Pa fir e s b e e s ke e e et e 19 13'468
Dallas ... B 11 10,710 P lge e N A e NIy % ok 4 oy
e R LR R G 11 18,259 8lo ALO o ,
Decatur 10 26,625 PIYIOULR oo 31 77,368
DElaWATE ... 2 10 12,389 BOCANONLAS  .oo.voicecircncissmmesisoniscommsssssssinsis i e ot 10 34,550
Des Moines—Burlington -............. 108 158,452 R el or e ot &
Balance—Des Moines County ... 7 3,795 B o arittario O 1 g] LT i iy
DACKINSON oo 6 4,005 guowaLiamle = ouncll, biniis - )
Difbuque—Dubuque 98 143314 Balance—Pottawattamie County .............. 10 46,554
Balance—Dubuque County ... 1 3,200 ggweshlléek ---------------------------------------------- ﬁ 1:3’3},2
Emmetee Lae oy s s e 10 34,305 s"‘ggO e s L
Fayette oo 49 98,850 Sactt:ﬁ """""""" o LR e
Floyd ........... : ! 20 17,707 0 Y i e - )
¥ ykl' 13 19775 Balance—Scott County ... : 17 112,006
Premont 7 13,711 R e ST 25 26,357
Greene 10 30,493 o e L
G Ryl e e R R S L e T 19 40,353 o o e )
Gaanay: — p 7.150 Balance—Story County ... 25 87,437
Hamilton .. 17 22,626 %"‘i‘zr BF et et e s S e e ?g Gg,ggg
Hancock ... 12 19,184 Un3i’0n e 4 Ll
Hardin' ... 17 25,111 e e A S S 6 15819
Harrison .. 32 31,649 e I8
7 5798 Wapello—Ottumwa, .............. 15 43,834
ggr\::a?;d """" 2 9’525 Balance—Wapello County ........cocoeoooomeeeiieeo . 5 6,916
Humboldt .. 18 106,945 WALITON oo 24 19,102

R ington: . STl o e B e e e B 10 17,550
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TABLE NO. I-—Continued TABLE NO. II—Continued
Counties and Cities No. Fires Fire Loss 4 No. Damage Damage
PR i e 8 B R SR T S e T Y 10 15,633 Kind of Property Fires Buildings Contents
Webster—Fort Dodge ... 58 16,218 Garages—Private ... 217 45,098 81,082
Balance—Webster County ... 8 11,835 Bublial s S 38 39,145 17,437
WiIinnebago oo, 6 2,000 Hay, grain and straw stacks, grain
Winneshiek ... ..., 6 1,069 fields and meadows ... . 25 3,083 0
Woodbury—Sioux City ... L w280 144,094 ilogihouses _lov o | 18 16,749 11,865
Balance—Woodbury County .. 11 9,548 Hospitals and Nurses’ Homes ... 4 50,795 25,075
VIO e OB, e B 8 13,307 e I R e M T 24 8,962 8,054
T ST e PO S, A 10 7,300 Houses—Apartments ... 2 106 41,057 25,219
. Fraternity ... 4 11,342 6,076
4,190  $4,762,575 Farm ... FRRE ' 458,761 152,048
*Fire loss shown for Mason City and Clinton covers 11 months period. g(())‘:rrxllmghouseb 1’9(1% 44?”5(3)8 171’352
Fire loss shown for Ottumwa covers 6 months period. Summer kitchen — wash ’
i NOHSeR st o A L 1? 2,057 2,320
g nouges ............. b
; TABLE NO. II %aundries ...... 4 1,010 ssg
' s : odge halls ... 3 1,302 1,069
Showing the kind of property destroyed. Damage to Build- humber yards . 9 26,872 56,771
4 2 eat markets 5 257 1,017
ings and Contents set out separately. Mills—%eled mills and feed stores...... 7 42,210 34,456
No.  Damage  Damage Office and office butldings : 7 2
; P s e buildings ... 31 6,471 9,281
Kind of Property Fires Buildings Contents Packing plants and stockgyards ] 5 1,674 1,030
Anptomobiles: o im0 L e A 300 $ 21,647 $ 11,133 Pool halls—bowling alleys ... 9 9,950 15,420
Trucks 58 35,014 2,235 Erinting plants'. .5 oo oo 5 4,532 12,443
Auto accessories ... 2 60 50 Produce houses ... 8 2,619 5,795
Auto repair shops ... 5 4,160 . 1,615 Pump and engine houses ... 12 8,113 7,656
Tire shops ... 4 393 92 Restaurants, cafes and lunch rooms 39 17,374 15,641
Awnings ... 37 3,986 0 fohools oot L e 21 152,987 17,202
Bakeries ... 9 6,369 15,018 Sheds—coal and wood 70 5,945 996
Boanks: .ot 3 6,585 1,500 Machine sheds 22 8,208 20,106
Barns—FARM .. 118 231,873 93,669 Shops—Barber ... . 9 2,760 1,835
TOWN ... 46 21,836 11,268 Blacksmith . . 2 200 850
Beer taverns ... 27 15,122 9,610 Carpenter and work shops .. 10 1,268 1,109
BRIGTERE st Lo | o it b 2 1 1,000 0 Hair dressing shops ... 6 2,275 2,060
Cars—Box cars and coal cars........ 9 1,393 1,922 Plumbing and heating ... 3 1,473 3,349
Passenger and street cars and Shoe repair shops ....... 3 635 55
BUSCEME.. et Fe o o 12 1,068 0 Smoke houses ... 2 84 327
Car repair shops and round- Btores ... 7 174 226,554 305,165
HOUSEEE e S LRt L 2 0 0 0 Theatres ......... 11 15,082 12,756
Chicken brooders and hatcheries ...... 75 19,107 17,765 Eoailer housesd. o .oTo dwniiin 12 2,481 1,155
Chicken and poultry houses ... 35 13,276 8,870 Warehouses and storage ... 89 65,114 90,525
Churches ..o 20 48,858 7,169 Miscellaneous ... 123 63,096 67,119
Cleaning and dyeing ........ccccccieeeeee. 1% 9,683 40,773 i B
Borlfamines, Bt o s s e 4,190 $ 2,732,088 2,030,487
Corn cribs and granaries ... 23 31,125 317,645 ' y ¥ 2,732,088
Creameries — cream stations and o $ P o g8 SR PN
dhiricn ol " Ul A e Thee L LT 3 4
Paneos Hallg, S ey S r e v ! 2 38,000 7,000 $ 4,762,575
Depots—freight and passenger ...... 3 102,154 31,596
Elevators and seed houses ........... If 18,225 12,155
Engine and boiler rooms ... 3 2,160 600
Factories ... U So el NN R 44 233,032 468,280
Brhnolestationst Lo sl it e 21 7,449 5,163
Oil storage ... 6 3,424 1,710
Foundries ............. 6 42,356 60,725

Funeral homes ... meeccaabosammmsenmsnes 3 10,000 3,508
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TABLE NO. III

Cause of Fire No. Fires Fire Loss
ACgoIingy v SRE B, e BN e e 184 $ 235,029
Ashes and coal against wood ... 39 11,907
Antovbackfire il i e e e 38 5,398
Auto wreck ... S o Ve B 5 28,1156
Broken gas line—alcohol on motor ... 71 10,741
Blow and oil torches ... 31 196,676
Bonfires—grass fires ... 179 41,349
Brooder lamps and stoves ... 72 16,231
Candle, lamp and lantern carelessness . 16 18,068
Children with matches ... 125 30,681
Cleaning clothing, rugs and floors with gaso 2 367
Clothing too near stove and stovepipes ... 16 6,589
Compressed ngREL R 1 2,500
Curtains blowing into flames ... 10 419
Defective auto wiring ................. 148 21,059
Defective electric wiring ..., 163 419,586
Defective electric cords, lamps, appliances and
Neon Sionatl e o 40 26,687
Defective electric appliances .. 7 2,258
Defective fireplace ............. 8 1,024
iDefective - fluesr i il .ol o il Gt e 254 265,459
Defective and overheated stoves and heating plants 142 113,385
Defective oil burners ... 19 8,034
Defective oil and gasoline stoves 163 81,601
Defective and overheated pipes to stoves and
bk b et O L I T T i ST 72 42,805
Dust in hot air registers ........... 10 1,370
Electric iron—current left on ............ 21 6,718
1003 e R ek I B L 6 2,638
Fireworks 0 0
Friction 3 9 6,370
Fumigation . 3 1,298
Gaghilenkl =t Ci, e AN 3 4,624
Gasoline and kerosene carelessness .... 44 89,144
Gasoline and volatile oil explosion .............. 8 5,409
Grease, paint, tar, wax and food boiling over ... 35 11,355
fcandiafyl o3 it il o N e e s e 17 278,220
Lightning—rodded ........... 8 34,381
Not rodded ... 100 170,921
Match carelessness ................. 48 9,157
Rubbish piled against furnace and flues ................ 18 5,612
Short circuit—electric motors, refrigerators, ete. ... 98 73,088
Smoker’s carelessness ... 385 193,745
Smoking meat il 0 e 2 388
Sparks from engines and locomotives 33 43,176
Sparks from chimney ... 826 250,339
Sparks from stoves and furnaces ......... 29 15,208
Spontaneous combustion—coal-dust 10 20,480
Hay, straw, grain, feed ........ 17 33,819
Rags—rubbish ... 57 64,285
Static electricity ........ 10 41,580
Thawing water pipes . 24 105,547
mlenewns, o s s 471 1,491,215
Using gasoline and kerosene to start fires . 13 17,852
Miscellaneous ..................... IR e e 80 198,868
4,190 § 4,762,575
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CONCLUSION

Radio stations and newspapers throughout Iowa have given
generously of their time and space for Fire Prevention mes-
sages ; our schools, civic and social clubs, 4-H Clubs, and Fire
Prevention organizations have taken an active part in our
Fire Prevention program.

State, County and City officials have given us their full
cooperation at all times, and now we want to take this oppor-,

tunity to thank you one and all for your cooperation through-
out 1943.

Why not start now to plan a definite reduction in our 1944
fire loss?

Respectfully submitted,

JOHN W. STROHM, State Fire Marshal

Di1vISION OF FIRE PROTECTION AND INVESTIGATION
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
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