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The Honorable Robert D. Ray
Governor of Iowa

State House

Lo C AL

Dear Governor Ray:

It is my pleasure to submit to you the annual report of activi-
ties of the State Fire Marshal's Division, Department of Public
Safety, for the year ending December 31, 1976.

This report provides you with a detailed summary of the opcra-

tions and activities of this Division during the calendar year

1976. 1f, after reviewing this report, you have any questions,
or desire to discuss the activities of the Fire Marshal's Divi-
sion, I would be most happy to visit with you.

Your continued cooperation and support of the Fire Marshal's Di-
vision of our Department is most appreciated.

Sincerely,

wam..\

CHARLES W. LARSON
Commissioner

CWL:me

Office of the Commissioner  515/281-5261 Lucas Building Des Moines, lowa 50319



INTRODUCTION

Submitting the 67th Annual Report for the year 1976, there were
eighty-eight (88) fire deaths in 1976, ninety-two (92) in 1975,
a decrease of four (4). The leading determined cause of fire
deaths was careless smoking followed by vehicle incidents.

The leading causes of fires were attributed to defective wiring
with 985 reported followed by sparks from blow torches, bonfires,
equipment, defective chimneys, etc. with 655 reported.

Reported incendiary fires for 1976, property and content damage,
total was approximately one-third (1/3) of the total loss or
$11,820,590.00 and defective wiring fire losses were second at
$8,442,592.00.

I wish to thank the various fire departments, law enforcement
agencies, state safety groups, the press, radio and television
personnel for their cooperation in the past year, and special men-
tion must be given to the members of the Iowa Legislature, the
Office of the Governor, Commissioner of Public Safety and Attorney
General for their advice and encouragement to advance a more effec-
tive program of fire safety to combat the loss of life and destruc-
tion of property from fire in the State of Iowa.

\Ssgsgﬁhux-ﬁ?.
Wilbur R. Jo on
State Fire rshal



LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

Honorable Robert D. Ray
Governor of Iowa
State Capitol Building
Des Moines, Iowa

Sir:

In compliance with the provisions of the Code of Iowa, I
have the honor of submitting the Sixty-seventh Annual Report
of the affairs of this office covering the period beginning
January 1, 1976 and ending December 31, 1976.

Respectfully submitted,

Wy R s

Wilbur R. J son
State Fire Marshal

WRJ /ws
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' STATE FIRE MARSHAL'S OFFICE
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

WILBUR R. JOHNSON
STATE FIRE MARSHAL
REYNOLD J. HENTGES ROBERT A. LEBER

ASSISTANT STATE FIRE MARSHAL INSPECTION ENFORCEMENT COORDINATOR

INVESTIGATION - SPECIAL AGENTS

Joe W. Beal *Glenn Johnson
Oskaloosa Polk City
Jerry Corbett Steve Madson
Spencer Atlantic
*Michael K. Elliott R.J. Smith
Des Moines Cedar Rapids
Ron Evilsizer Carl Svenson
Denison Decorah

FIRE PREVENTION INSPECTORS

Roy F. Davis Gail Odem
Altoona Atlantic
Dennis Harmening Jen Saunders
Altoona Denison

Don Hutchinson Robert Schultz
Storm Lake Mt. Pleasant
*Michael Keefe Harold Schurtz
Decorah Mason City
Larry Knapp Debrah Stevens
Hazelton Altoona
Kathaleen Iddings *Paul Tinder
Pleasantville Clinton

*Roy Marshall

Lewis

OFFICE PERSONNEL )
Wilma Schellhase, Secretary IIL Genevieve Tucker, Secretary 1
Louella Speck, Clerk Typist III *Kimberly Roush, Clerk Typist II

*Janet Thompson, Clerk Typist II

*Partial Year



ASSISTANT STATE INSPECTORS ) r

/
AMES . o v eeccoceccccesssscssesccssss+Ralph Parks, Fire Chief 50010
Richard Taylor, Ass't. Fire Chief
Jerry J. Johnson, City Fire Inspector

Ankeny...........................f&arvin Frisk, Fire Chief 50021
e
BOONE. .ccscceasccccccscssscccccscos.Clyde (Bill) Neely, Fire Chief 50036

Burlington.......................fﬁark Zaiser, Fire Chief 52601
Edward A. Nelson, Fire Prevention Bureau

Camanche....‘.....,.....,......)f:B.J. Tyler, Fire Chief 52730

Cedar FallS....eeeeeececcceeesss *Dale Holmes, Fire Chief 50613
*William Bell, Ass't. Fire Chief
Robert Saul, City Fire Marshal

Cedar Rapids..... .............o.ffédsel McMickle, Fire Chief 52401
Kenneth Anderson, City Fire Marshal
Harold Fillenworth, Captain Fire Departme

j —
Centerville..cceceeececessnonsscsss.Charles Talbot, Fire Chief 52544

Charles City.............,.......fgharles M. Ellis, Fire Chief 50616
Keith Oldham, Ass't. Fire Chief

Clinton..... .....................fﬁohn Hulten, Fire Chief 52732
Cliff Peters, City Fire Marshal

Council BIUEES...evuueececnnee.. ¥Norman Elgan, Fire Chief 51501
*Irvin (Jack) Lidgett, Fire Prevention Bu
*L.M. McKeown, Fire Prevention Bureau

Creston..........................fiowell Willets, Fire Chief 50801

Davenport...g...................f{h0ward Goettsch, Fire Chief 52801
John Denekas, City Fire Marshal

DeS MOINeS....ecececeeccceccasaec."Lee Williams, Fire Chief 50309
Paul Cook, City Fire Marshal
Jason Johnson, City Fire Inspector

Dubuque........ .............,....fg.N.Dunphy, Fire Chief 52001
" William Lynch, City Fire Marshal
Robert Boland, City Fire Inspector

Fort Dodge..coecceso ..............f;illard Whitcome, Fire Chief 50501
Charles Mahoney, Ass't. Fire Chief

Fort Madison..........,..,,.....?{halt McKeehan, Fire Cheif 52627
John J. Schier, Fire Prevention Bureau

Jowa City.ceeeco.. ceceeccceese.. X Robert Keating, Fire Chief 52240
*Darel Forman, City Fire Marshal
*Lawrence Kinney, City Fire Marshal
*John Fay, State University of Iowa

JeEferSON . cesssosovsssonssnssssss 4£on Price, Fire Chief 50129



~ GOVERNOR'S MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARDS

Governor's Meritorious Service Awards are presented each year by the
Iowa Farm Safety Council through the State Fire Marshal's Office.
These awards are presented to volunteer firemen who not only ably
serve on the fire department, but also give generously of their time
and energy to other community organizations on am unpald status. The
awards were presented at the 1976 Fire School of the Iowa State Uni-

versity Campus at Ames by Wilbur R. Johnson, State Fire Marshal, to
the following firemen:

Earl Bearbower, Brandon Volunteer Fire Department

Elmer Merridith, West Liberty Volunteer Fire Department
Jake Nebel, Dyersville Volunteer Fire Department

Al Redenius, Lake City Volunteer Fire Department
Norman L. Squire, Creston Volunteer Fire Department
Ralph Wiltgen, Ossian Volunteer Fire Department

Posthumously Awarded

Floyd Hurtt, Albion Volunteer Fire Department

ACTIVITIES

In 1976 the State Fire Marshal's Office made 123 fire safety presenta-
tions to audiences of over 9,500. This included social and educational
groups, schools, churches, businessmen, service and fraternal groups.
In addition, the film library was liberally used. A booth was utilized
at the state fair and the State Fire School.

Members of the staff attended meetings of the Iowa Fire Chief's Associ-
ation, Hawkeye Fire Safety Association, Farm Safety Council, National

Fire Protection Association meetings, instructor and arson seminars,

and other fire safety regulatory groups. Fourteen two night arson semi-
nars for fire and police departments, consisting of seven hours of instruc-
tion per school, were presented in various geographic locations through-
out the state with approximately 2,000 in attendance.

Four positions were added to the field staff. One officer graduated from
the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy and two officers graduated from the De-
partment of Public Safety Academy.



ASSISTANT STATE INSPECTORS - CONTINUED
e

Keokuk.........................L;iE§09é-Dan!!FT—Fire Chief 52632
Gerard Harmon, Fire Chief

Howard Coovert, Ass't. Fire Chief
Lake City........................fson Morrow, Fire Cheif 51449

Mason City.......................?66hn Holt, Fire Chief 50401
Jack Bender, Fire Prevention Bureau

Marion..........................f‘&ames Reynolds, Fire Chief 52302
*Vernon Blietz, Fire Chief

Marshalltown.....................fieonard LaPour, Fire Chief 50158
James Hilsabeck, City Fire Marshal

Muscatine.......................ff;aul Ziegenhorn, Fire Chief 52761
J??ﬁeyz:n'ffel'r'

NEVAAQ@. . eeeoeeecccocenaccnenesssts Colbmbmmlabnsan, Fire Chief 50201
*Steve Herr, Fire Chief

Newton....... ..................!{fStacey Backus, Fire Chief 50208
OSKA10OSA:r e e vveneeencennennneasoWillard M. Ellis, Fire Chief 52577

OttUMWA.: e v v evevecanacannnns ee....Hubert Smith, Fire Chief 52501
Joseph A. Selix, City Fire Inspector

Red Oak....,....................f{;om Askey, Fire Chief 51566

Shenandoah........ veenesseceanss XIvan Scharp, Fire Chief 51601
Merrill Kruse, City Fire Inspector
Sioux City.......................f?obert Arnold, Fire Chief 51103

Ray Mahr, City Fire Marshal
Pete Clawson, Captain

/
StormiLakes.r SHE SEE J0 FEEGFETE Ron Wilson, Fire Chief 50588
v : g '
WaterloO..eeeeeeasccacasscnssesss.Harold Smith, Fire Chief 50703
Eugene Fortune, City Fire Marshal

Jack Flynn, Lt.

Waverly....... ..................ff&ohn Ingersoll, Fire Chief 50677
v

Webster City...................;;;Jazk=!u£§-aon, Fire Chief 50595
' *Terry Johnson, Fire Chief

Richard Seisexr, Lt., Fire Department
West Burlington.......eeceece.....RObert E. Elliott, Fire Chief 52655

West Des Moines....cceeeae-e ......George Oster, City Fire Inspector
318 - 5th Street, West Des Moines, Iowa

* Partial Year



FIRE PREVENTION ACTIVITIES

1976 Fire Prevention Award Winners in Iowa

Of the schools entered in the 1976 Fire Prevention contest, twenty were
noted as outstanding by the committee and were rated as follows:

Oakland Community
Orient-Macksburg
Greenfield Elementary
Russell Community

North Mahaska (New Sharon)

HONORABLE MENTION:

Glenwood Community
Bridgewater~Fontanelle
Wapello Community

Sacred Heart (Maquoketa)

Spirit Lake Community

Carson+Macedonia

Odebolt-Arthur

Northstar Elementary (Knoxville)
St. Alphonsus (Davenport)

Lenox Community

Sanborn Community
Madrid Community
Baxter Community
Earlham Community
Spencer Community

* & * * *x * * * *x k %k *

The poster winners were as follows:

4th Grade:
1st Place:

2nd Place:

3rd Place:

5th Grade:
lst Place:

2nd Place:

3rd Place:

GRAND PRIZE

Audrey Duensing

Lewis Central (Council Bluffs)
Lewis Township Fire Department

David Cheers
East Union (Afton)
Afton Fire Dept.

Mark Von Arb
St. Josephs (Granville)
Granville Fire Dept.

Bob Hoffman

' Dedham-Willy (Dedham)

Dedham Fire Dept.

Doug lee Jones
East Union (Afton)
Afton Fire Dept.

Debbie Grienke
Alta Community
Alta Fire Dept.

Teri Curry
St. Lawrence (Carroll)
Carroll

6th Grade:
l1st Place:

2nd Place:

3rxrd Place:

Beth Nordstrom
Prairie (Gowrie)
Gowrie Fire Dept.

Bob Maching
St. Bernard's (Breda)
Breda Fire Dept.

Susan Jensen
Bridgewater-Fontanelle
Fontanelle Fire Dept.



FIELD OPERATIONS OF FIRE MARSHAL'S OFFICE

Health Care Facilities...... O I VY [

HotelS...ce..

FIRE INSPECTION ORDERS WRITTEN

Apartment. BUullAingS.css ee e see s o sbmsies sisie smishsisdale’s s ld

Dormitories..

College BuildingS...ceceecececccosccsee
School Bullaings..cevdsdececcscasns

6o 00ecsccoscescccone

Child: CAYeMCEREerS I3 SR05 « .d ¢ o s o e slbmsmiin, sis o,8 hredarars s i o 4746

Churches.....

Dilapidated Buildings & Fire HazardS.c.cceeececeoccace

Liquefied Petroleum Gas, Bulk Plants, etc. .
Flammable Liquids Bulk Plants, etc.

©e0oceeeceseceecco oo

Notices Issued to Correct HazardS...ececesesecoceccce

Hazardous Condition Reports...... s Rcedslat Attty o

HAZARDS CORRECTED:

Electrical Wiring...ceeeecee.

Fire Alarms..

Special Hazards....
EXtinguiShers...ccccccecccesnscccccnsonssscsssnnscssnes

Sprinkler SYStemMS....esessiossecas o

® e 0 s 00 e 00 esces00ce000 00O se0LL P0G

Exit Ways and DOOYS.cccceccscoccccscssscsscsccscscsncns
Vérti cal  OPSHANT R ¢ oo s a0 6i0is o 50 e sibiniy os s b s e slatalers obre
INtErior Findl8heS. « v eas i osiviets sie saia sl e ol o hes o'e”s % ue

Fuel - Heating and Cooking........

Dilapidated BUuilAings. ¢ e« eeees oo visaimisne sibforeiesrace o o olste

Fire Hazards.
Exit Signs...

e e e e ec s 000000 e0e0C00000000OCOECTTEOE

000 e0co0ceceeoce 000 Cces00ces0ce0e e

450
19

54
1,348
43

34
19
359

1,843
10

23
58
335
271
13
344
13
55
27
10
47
50



INSPECTIONS - INSPECTION REVIEWS - CONSULTATION REVISITS

1974 - 1976
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BLUEPRINTS REVIEWED

Hospitals, Nursing Homes and Custodial Homes, etc.
New ConSEYUCELON . sieasaevacsiesnisssaiste e
7270 [0 b o Ko3 g L R Ty o NG O S TR . R T R L e R 62
ST AL L OIS slaveale §iore cioleines o fuste Sias Bid Bee. ST RTETRS 0.5 .0 bty sl Sibcbmmnbral . ¢ 5 & 40
R P S A IO G R L L1ty Lo s an daismsoaessasasoessaeensnsssssssisesse 2
PR S G S L S T g R S Pg (. AP PRREPS PO SR POy U IP PR g SN 30
. Sprinkler Systems, Fire Protection DevicCeS.....ccccecccesceces 61
Hotels, Motels, Apartments, Rooming Houses, etc. '
NEW CONSE LT NCTELION a0 s s vt s o votossaednsseedessseiessssssnsssiohsse 11
Schools, Colleges, etc.
NeW i CONSEEUGCEION . o s vvbovuss sonmssonesossdesssnasveessesssdooass 29
7.V [o i By ol i) o = 1 INEURRE SRR (Pl R UOTSelr SO0 IOy ey s E oL Q. JoO . T, 7L Ry 53
AlteralionS. «esies o s sioisessonseat
Sprinkler Systems, Fire Protection DeviceS.....ccccceeeeeeecs. 7
Public Buildings
New Construction...cceccececccccess
RAAYETOUS A L o ¢ ov 075 0t6sn Sieioinis s s o sinie s oo O O by
[Ty Ol L R N D P TR PR (PSP P P PR g P
BIDYMESYSTOMS. s s s sessscsossbssccssvscsnsassss
Commercial and Industrial Buildings
REWRCON SEXUCHLON o sxsininsiirigs s b av o5 6 55666500 6068680 668,686 seseldsese
L 15 1l o 6-1 MR SISUPREY O SO RIS Pt S APy (PP S
Sprinkler Systems, Fire Protection DeviceS....c.cccceeceecacce
Liquefied Petroleum Gas
Installations, Storage & Bulk Plants New Construction....... 54
Installations, Storage & Bulk Plants - AdditionS..cceccceececee 1l
Day Care Centers
Newi. ConsEXNCEION caimalen s s.0mss. o0 na oo
Flammable Liquids
Installations, Storage & Bulk Plants New Construction....... 58
Installations, Storage & Bulk Plants AdditionS...ceececveccas 3
Installations, Storage & Bulk Plants - AlterationS...cccececee 65
Combination Liquefied Petroleum Gas and Flammable Liquids
~ Installations, Storage & Bulk Plants - New Construction....... 5
Flammable Liquids - Service Stations
T e e U0t o D Tod b (o) o NSRRI Ui SR RPN U SR IEir ol ST g 1| AEUT LNy o R 16
BAAL EAONSEE oo o si5fs o via ¢ Sliie 5.0 51015 000w wleos SVaiee s wp & 558 Bisn 5 eiee s slaibe o 3
MISCEN ) ancOUS! Praiitn o o sie e o e ln. e oo sms. o oo 5. n.ese s o 20

SlereiRin e atateld IS o e e iolie o »'s 57

.

.

L]
NN

S-S

© & 0 0O ® P00 00 e Ce e S e e e 1

TOTAL BLUEPRINTS REVIEWED.c.ccccceccecssccscoscsesscacsncscsscsscssccsce 633



FIRE AND EXPLOSION INVESTIGATIONS

1976

In 1976 the State Fire Marshal's Office worked a total of 653 cases
as follows:

ArsSon ' Casesice cosodnsacinionssosonseasiecss 350
Explosives IncldentsS...ceeeeecsccencecans 61
(Bomb dismantlement, bomb threats,
explosive disposal, etc.)
Other Crime InvestigationS....eeeeesccees 4
Fire Cause Investigations.....iccevceess. 238
The above investigations include:

Fire Death Investigations...... 36

Flammable Liquid Investigations 25
(Spills, leaks, etc)

Undetermined..ccceceecececacses 35

All Other.ceceeceeavsscoccesnse 142



MILLIONS OF DOLLARS
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DEATHS CAUSED BY FIRE IN 1976

DATE DATE
NAME AGE FIRE DEATH LOCATION CAUSE OF FIRE
Keytrick Seals 4 mo. 04/17 04/17 Fort Dodge Defective Wiring
Phillip Salsbury 1l yr. 11/19 11/19 Cedar Rapids Unk nown
Jane Hart 13 mo. 10/28 10/28 Waterloo Malfunction Of 0Oil Furnace
Troy Michael Dyer 2 °yr. 04/27 04/27 Clear Lake Children Playing With Matches
Jody Hart 3 yr. 10/28 10/28 Waterloo Malfunction Of 0il Furnace
Paul Lambert Schmidt 4 yr. 01/03 01/03 Pleasant Prairie Unknown
Consuela Darby 4 yr. 07/11 07/11 Audubon Defective Wiring
Shawn Hart 5 yr. 10/28 10/28 Waterloo Malfunction Of 0il Furnace
Liza Marie Schmidt 6 yr. 01/03 01/03 Pleasant Prairie Unknown
Angela Salsbury 6 yr. 11/19 11/24 Cedar Rapids Unknown
Ted Holmen 5 10/10 10/10 Clinton Unknown
Nancy Holmen 8 yr. 10/10 10/10 Clinton Unknown
Jeri Andrew 10 yr. 12/07 12/07 Melbourne R.R. Unknown
Janelle Andrew 12 yr. 12/07 12/07 Melbourne R.R. Unknown
Randy Appleby 15 yr. 04/13 04/13 R.R. West Liberty Vehicle Accident
Elizabeth K. Dyal 15 yr. 07/07 07/07 Cedar Rapids Vehicle Accident
Jeffrey M. Rink 15,4V - 07/07 07/07 Cedar Rapids Vehicle Accident
Jim Andrew 15 yr. 12/07 12/07 Melbourne R.R. Unknown
James Steiger 16 yr. 04/13 04/13 R.R. West Liberty Vehicle Accident
Gloria Jean Seals 16 yr. 04/17 04/17 Fort Dodge Defective Wiring
John S. Gaither 18 yr. 01/28 01/28 Des Moines Vehicle Accident
Steven Baldwin 20 yr. 05/20 05/20 Council Bluffs Vehicle Accident
Julie Bode 20 yr. 11/13 11/13 Badger Defective Appliance
William Rife 21 yr. 01/28 01/28 Des Moines Vehicle Accident
Roger Kaufman 22 yr. 03/08 03/08 Kalona Careless Smoking
David Dockum 22 yr. 11/10 11/14 Carpenter Vehicle Accident
Arnie Bode 22 yr. 11/13 11/13 Badger Defective Appliance
John Foster 23 yr. 03/26 03/26 Des Moines Vehicle Accident
Dale Jensen 23 yr. 08/27 12/22 Maxwell R.R. Sparks From Welder
Roland Wiebershon 24 yr. 04/17 04/17 R.R. Dinsdale Unknown
Laverne Atkinson 25 yr. 03/26 03/26 Des Moines Vehicle Accident
John Harlen 26 yr. 04/14 04/14 Iowa Falls Defective Wiring
William H. Schmidt 26 yr. 07/01 07/01 R.R. Independence Careless Smoking
William Heuberger 27 yr. 08/27 08/27 Manly Explosion Sparks From Welder
Jim Scherg 29 yr. 09/07 09/07 R.R. Ruthven Vehicle Accident
Shirley DeCora 29 yr. 01/15 01/15 Sioux City Careless Smoking



FIRE DEATHS CONTINUED

NAME

George Esterbrook
Michael Wingert
Fern Hand Dean
Harold L. Sheldon,
Jim Hanson

Donald L. Havenstrite

Samuel Monroe, Sr.
Howard Stene
Thomas Jungers
Tom Andrew

Arthur Moser
Dawayne Schulz
John Krause
Kenneth Rothmeyer
Alberta Schmidt
Francis Barto

Ben Rowe

Vincent C. Gebel

Robert M. Lucas, Sr.

Richard Price
Ann Bahl

Harold Wood
Marcell Rhoads
Elbert D. Higley
Paul Ferris
Elmer Hamann
Margaret D. Smith
John Vodochodsky
Ruth Parson
Floyd Hale

Ray O. McCune
Fred Burr

Agnes Eggars

Molly Kurzman
Neil Overgard

AGE

30
31
31
32
32
33
35
39
39
41
43
44
44
45
51
52
52
54
54
55
56
58
59
62
63
64
64
65
66
67
67
68
70

71
71

yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.

yr.
yr.

DATE

FIRE

11/30
04/03
04/24
04/24
05/18
10/23
10/28

01/15

08/25
12/07
04/05
02/15
11/26
07/14
07/01
04/09
12/05
01/24
01/08
05/06
09/06
11/01
04/03
03/03
01/15
03/25
09/09
09/05
11/04
01/05
04/13
06/30
01/17

01/26
11/03

DATE
DEATH

11/30
04/03
04/24
04/24
05/18
11/03
10/28
01/15
08/25
12/07
04/13
02/15
11/26
07/14
07/01
04/09
12/05
01/24
01/08
05/06
09/06
11/01
04/03
03/11
01/15
04/02
12/25
10/28
11/04
01/05
04/14
06/30
01/17
0l1l/26
11/03

LOCATION

Muscatine

R.R. Riverdale
Burlington
Marshalltown
R.R. Roland
Elgin
Waterloo
Sioux City
Norwalk
Melbourne R.R.
Cedar Rapids
Sioux City
Knoxville
Fort Madison
R.R. Independence
Kingsley

Des Moines
North Washington
Albany
Marshalltown
Keokuk
Oskaloosa

Des Moines
Davenport
Sioux City
Davenport
Grinnell
Whitten

Des Moines
Polk City
Clinton
Schleswig
Toledo
Watkins

R.R. Elk Horn

CAUSE OF FIRE

Unknown

Undetermined

Careless Smoking

Unknown

Vehicle Accident

Careless Smoking
Malfunction Of Oil Furnace
Careless Smoking
Explosion Sparks From Torch
Unknown

Careless Smoking

Unknown

Careless Smoking

Suicide

Careless Smoking

Careless Smoking

Careless Smoking

Heart Attack Fighting Fire
Defective Wiring
Undetermined )

Defective Appliance
Careless Smoking

Careless Smoking
Cigarette Lighter Fluid On Clothing
Careless Smoking
Vandalism-Arson

Unknown

Suicide

Careless Smoking

Heart Attack Fighting Fire
Defective Wiring

Unknown

Hot Ashes On Porch

Unknown

Carburetor Backfired On Truck
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FIRE DEATHS CONTINUED

NAME

Glen Albert Amsbaugh
Marie Krantz

Ernest LaStand

John Martin

George Akerman

Austa Irene Amsbaugh
Irene Flahive

Osie Stocker

Mrs. Agnes Goodwin
Chris Hoover

Jim Burdock

Wilber Spurlock
William Wilson

Fred Zwerbohmer
George Gebard

Anna T. Olson

Mrs. Martha Sellers

AGE

71
73
73
75
76
77
78
80
80
82
85
85
86
87
91
94
94

yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
vr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.
yr.

DATE
FIRE

11/12
01/20
05/28
02/22
12/03
11/12
12/06
04/03
06/20
09/25
05/25
07/15
01/01
11/13
04/05
04/12
11/28

DATE
DEATH

11/13
01/20
05/28
02/22
12/24
11/12
12/06
04/03
06/22
09/29
05/25
07/15
01/01
11/13
04/05
04/12
11/28

LOCATION

Greenfield
Titonka
Dubuque

R.R. Lone Tree
Pioneer
Greenfield
Lovilia
Albion

Glidden
Guthrie Center
Albia

Riverton
Riverdale
Ossian

Des Moines
R.R. Inwood
Monroe

CAUSE OF FIRE

Malfunction Of Furnace
Defective Appliance
Careless Smoking

Misuse of Flammable Liquids
0il Burner Explosion
Malfunction of Furnace
Defective Wiring
Combustibles Against Heat
Combustibles Against Heat
Combustibles Against Heat
Burning Trash In Cornfield
Undetermined

Unknown

Careless Smoking

Brush Fire

Unknown

Unknown
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MONTHS

January..cceeeccese
February...ececeees
March...eeceeeens
APY11. sia a6 o nsragain
May. « oosarsfsre ¢ o0 mos

“TUNEC o o 525 g wlwr v, o267 01

JULYs o5 e ssre v e on
AGUSEass v srnie wis
September........
October: e ssssen
November.........
December...cceeee

TOTAL

=

=

PN WINDUOSOTN D

(N

[s.4]
@

SUMMARY OF FIRE DEATHS

Total Fire Deaths Occurring
Total Fire Deaths Occurring

in the Rural Ar€a....cccceeeceeslb
in the Town Area.....cccceeeeesel2

Total Fire Deaths Occurring in 1975.......

AGE GRQUPS

6
11
21
31
41
51
61
71
81

weeks
years
years
years
years
years
years
years
years

TOTAL

to
to
to
to
to
to
to
to

10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80

YEAYS.iiciaoes
YeAYS.oesreoes
FERTG .0 s 5506 5500
Y€AYS.eeeeosoo
YEAYS. s s ss
YEarSeeseccoas
VEAY S sess 0058
YEArS.eceeocans

And OVer.cessssosass

13
10
14

10
11

88

MULTIPLE FIRE DEATHS

BaAQGEY v ssnsinissnsssnn
Cedar RapidS...cccoeecse
CIINEON s sss s sssvsesens
Des MOineS...coeevoeccas
Fort Dodg€.cceecceccsns
Greenfield....ccceeeeee
Independence - Rural...
Melbourne - Rural......
Pleasant Prairie.......
SIOUX City.ccieocscaree
Waterlo0 . s cessosevesns
West Liberty - Rural...

NBEWNDNBENNDNDDNNDBN
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SUMMARY OF FIRE DEATHS CONTINUED:

CAUSES OF FIRES:

Carelessness

Combustibles against heat....ceeecececcces

BEUSH X8 .s oo cv v e 0w 550 opm oitesions aom e nts ot by
Electrical

Defective WITINGg . «&le s o6 odnalels's odatslareals ate %

Defective applianceS.ccccscecccscscssccacee
Explosions

0il burner explosioN.cc:cecseseciscaccasonsns
Flammable Liquid, Misuse of

ReYoSEeNe..cccccsosocsscssesssssssevecscaccsssse

Lighter fluid on clothing...cccceecceccees
Heating Equipment, Defective, etc.

Defdctive ‘fUrnacess «« cco'esls o’ seelenlo ssah o' s
Smoking

CAYeless SMORING . 5o esssoiaseisoosssshose
Other

Vehicle accladents fle. oo ool oloes % o5t a% o

Children playing with matches.....c.0vceee

Undetarmineds s oo oste o 55 w0 0w els o % o w50 % 0% % 0

HGot 'ashes o Porchs s sesesss’s sive’e s’sa% o PL

F23b i a s U e - e e T R e T ahls

TRCENAIATY « o) e a's-a"Voale o nmetne’s s %s' sloistiabnhie

Heart attack fighting fire.......ccccce...
Sparks

BaEKEAYE S T ¥ H e o0 00w oesialeNiesleins ookt A% B

WeNABY D (525 P v o s nvoessalaletsleore vl it oh

TOTAL

w

88

OCCUPANCY :

Industrial
Factory..coecceececccscocecscensccncsnse
Institutional
HadPway BoudE.n «nsBososasssssssenrsne
Iowa State Penitentiary...ccccecoees
Residential
ApartmentS.c.ccccccccecoccscccccsccos
Mobile hOME..ccccescccccsscccscsccsss
One Family Dwelling....cccecoccccccs
Miscellaneous
Motorcycleeicesccsccccosscsossessscsne
Vehicless soissiesovo o soues s essss
FleleSs o v an/onien oo s 50000 pisisyses s aes
Vacant -Bullding.sseses éiscscscosseses
BaYNs o % otiess o 506 5506 o850 a5 syn s58 80 5 si0e 60
Pickup:CampeTeseocsesscssssosossoscsss
Top of fertilizer tank....ceeoococso
OpPen area@...cecceossscssssnsasccncscs
GAYage.cccecesescscccocsssocccsssscace
Fuel.-CankK oo e o esssossessesaeessssss

TOTAL

Number of Female Fire DeathS..cceces
Number of Male Fire DeathS..c.cceceoes

TOTAL

HHENMRFRRRDODND

®
o

27

88




NATIONAL FIRE LOSS —- TEN YEAR. RECORD
(Estimated by NFPA)

L97.6 0 205 o sl wta e oie 200 adstioks sns cescescceese Not availlable

197550550 abics s VL sesenssesnme: 954,000,000,000
2 (YRR -y S | T o UG T LN AR - W 3,700,000,000
0 2 17 0o P ORRPORPG - F S s o o e BBl B R B AR 3,100,000,000
1972« se 0 o 52 e e ot i At Ty toVetehe & aifs s 10 st s iy 2,960,000,000
RITLccsewiise o555 w0 W6 B Do s v ae elee & o e 2,845,000,000
19704 06 ¢ s TR - R (O PP cierSemue 2,810,000,000
19690 s s cososvssmioe s@Dohlsaedsisted sie @ uls 2,415,000,000
1968....... o w b wioln ) o) o bl aiintio 23 (1o e detn B e o 2,179,922,000

1967.ccccecscssncacnscssonssacnesssesnse 2,070,000,000
1966'.....‘ll..'...l.l'.....l...l.I'I 1,860’500,000

IOWA FIRE LOSS -- TEN YEAR PERIOD

1976...... AVl - Jent L AL g .. § 35,461,781

1969. ...... S 0000000 s0Ceec 0000 s0RLOE D
1968..-..00.."-....0-0l-..Qo..n...c.
19670-oo--'-000'-oc--.o--.ooco-oncncu

34,002,201
24,308,936
30,370,748
23,463, 384
17,148,147
24,563,111
22,339,259
21,299,814
14,619,566

IOWA FIRE DEATHS -- TEN YEAR RECORD

1976--00---.-.0.o. ........ © 000 eece e ce s 0COECEE OO
1975 ------- ©eoce 000 eo0ceo e e e 00000 cr00ee00OO 00RO
1974.-. . S ec 00000000 e0coc000OoOCEOERC eeeeo0cceocecoe

196848 oo e smenaatad s s 0 a0 s ol R SRR

1967 IIIIIIIIII © ® 0 ® &0 00 O 0 *e 00O ® ¢ ® e CcC OO SO0
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IOWA FIRE RECORDS FOR 1976
The following tables are compiled from fire reports received by the Fire Marshal's Office in accor-
dance with requirements of the Iowa Statutes. For various reasons, we do know a small percentage of
fires throughout the state are not reported to this office by local officials, however, the tables
reflect a high degree of accuracy in analyzing the fire loss to buildings and contents.

TABLE NO. I

Showing the total number of fires reported by counties. Damage to buildings and contents is combined.

COUNTY RURAL FIRES RURAL LOSS TOWN FIRES TOWN LOSS
Vi ki AL S S 44 SA S EL T FL S L £ 8 41,055 5 16,008
AdamBEa L  ct s it titisadinisd % 10 41,086 6 36,011
Alamakees s o tasiifdisasnddn 16 165,260 4 46,100
Appanodge; f e et il dntniiiins 5 179,300 10 57,050
Auduboni gL st sttt innniteinn 8 27,100 2 145,000
e U R S SR S S S S S S R S SE E8 § 6 € 16 195,280 9 103,317
BlackEHawk, Lt lstettsanadviin 17 206,020 172 1,202,341
b5 o P SR RS A S SR S £ ST S M £ 33 162,883 41 60,095
o p SRS S A RS £ S e ADEY 18 144,463 14 73,128
BUCHaTant s s s s s snintigdds, 36 460,746 20 61,729
BlUerar Vs Eas cn e i e nnn s tinntes 7 39,550 2 780
i1l T ot Sttt A A S L 13 101,492 7 682,024
68311 o 1y L AR R e s L L 45 8 AN 2 70,700 2 10,300
Carkollg e R e ey 17 82,722 9 132,539
Cassimyin.g" Tt s e e, WA, 14 ' 240,882 6 54,500
(677l et SR SR ST PR S S R S . 7 77,959 4 10,321
60 o oo BBl 07 of s Lo PRPR S e e e A e S 17 161,350 53 376,639
Cherokee.ceeaenss s Al it 2 955 5 69,361
Chickasaw.. ..ot eas'e’s N S . 18 64,595 2 124,000
Clarke i . . 0 v i ey . 9 100,010 3 50,325
Clayr s oo e o P demy wm " 4 29,100 7 24,500
Clayton aaw's e T T e . 23 343,190 14 85,965
Clinton . ', At eR s il gty e Fo R 15 129,425 16 226,950
Crawford....... R T P b 11 51,448
DaPDES < cs.5 055,558 025 505 3vals10 — 49 358,698 27 221,950
DaviS.seecos e 0 Tal N o e e SRR 23 126,305 9 41,450
1 4,800



COUNTY

DeXaWare. o esescsssodsosedessioss
Ded Molneg . o oo ossonesnesssons
Dickinson...ccececessccssscsses
DUbDUQUE. secccercscossssossssnes
EEE N v s oo senessasaasieessses
Fayetteeeceseeocescsescecocacns
Ploydintis & & ot i i e a'ata o
17y b | ol s o R L R R R
Fremont. s ves desvesanaadasssvsee
(65 7212 o [ e P i KT P e ST
CTUNdY s v de s s e i s e e s o
GUERTIE., o v sendsvedivdesssons
Haml hton i, @ oo de dvde dndie v dliive o o
HANECOCK s o'v sh dndsessadsnesiiosse
BaBddni. o oo o v o sn W T ST s e
HAPY180n, ddeeee dddeesdssasdFdes
Henryeeececcosssosossesecssccccns
HOWAY s 50 o 38 $e ¢7e a6 §0 S5 4 a iFd o0 s
REIBORALs 518 &8 348 de BT dddddddnns
PAAIGDDG %0 os o'4 ars e e WS s ddddyan
TOWANE e oo ttediadadnencnedsltisese
JACRSON: s s i sedededsavisdddons
JasSper.cccencosescosccncsnsaccne
Jefferson.ccecececccccsscssccse
FEBRRBOM s o' 270 0% v'a s asnoes o sWbs £B
JONIOE o*5 7 o*s 4's o/9 076 waiss 70 s & s 6o e
Reglktilc i vs 98 05 VSR e e e s hia &5
KoSSutheceoeeoessesscscsssacses
LB v sninis ais aioes eia sri eiv ornn o &5 s e
LANNG a6 s aa e sra e o6 g e s o s ves s
LoUul88¢sssecsvscssssssssnnsvise
LUECHS +5 od s navisbagevseseoasdts
LyONeeccecscccscsncccsssccnssans
Madison..ecedssesavsdevssswasse
Mahaska:iWeeesqeabesovesvivsénw
MarioN.cesssssssasisosssssevsvsn

RURAL FIRES

7
32
8
25
7
30
2
4
10
2
11
17
6
7
8
17
22
20
b
5
13
23
17
8
6
13
4
15
22
24
9
7
10
11
9
6

RURAL LOSS

36,394
258,578
58,353
641,700
149,500
287,383
28,500
49,000
260,150
49,300
121,600
304,895
23,512
48,020
103,475
68,300
104,858
115,185
112,925
65,950
168,950
206,800
116,660
27,050
49,900
183,872
34,425
142,035
213,710
252,718
23,200
40,300
59,700
68,325
43,327
52,177

TOWN_FIRES

7
50

-
N
W~

s

N W e
POV HFWNHEHMEFMEFEFUNNSEYWLVOVE OO

29
208

10

18
11

TOWN LOSS

111,100
256,289
283,800
720,040

374,465
2,000
5,000

40,410
86,750
90,250
17,850
271,575
13,500
629,200
67,710
16,650
38,250
3,700
86,000
13,100
95,550
474,894
142,055
989,701
10,350

83,850
485,538
1,053,100
27,150
440,103
51,700
112,180
92,935
128,005



COUNTY

Marshall...cocececccosccocsccs
MAIES . 9 spsieywsisovs svsssnesssins
Mitchellsvsevesoocscsscoancens
MONIONAL 5:5 s 56,8 s16 0 50 0T @ s me o v o
MONYO@:eeeesaosososcscscccccs
MONtgOomMerYeeeseoeosoessssoonnsns
Muscatine..eececscscscccoccce
O BYABRG s v 5555008660 aeosesss
08Cce0lacesscssossssssesscosscs
Pageiierieceeescccsssenssnscss
Palo AltOccsevovesosocsscscce
Plymoutheseeececcoceccaccnnns
PocahontaS.eecescoccccsocsces
Pollleaw.cwme v e 08050018 088000 040
Pottawattamie..eeeescescococse
Poweshiekeeeoeooseeocoossccans
Ringgold.ececscccccccccscanne
SAC.s nwe b s1000 SR T TS 3 080w e
SCOtEsasiep smuwensswesoesesse
Shelby.ceseescceccocsccasanns
S 0 b b § T 4 o PR APR 5
StOYYeeeasocecosasonssonsanans
TAMA; 5.0 210 42008 8,9 10,8 S Co3S gaLp e & ai R ¥
TayloYeesooecoascescsccccccsns
UnL O e 5.0 vgshe 59958 o 0186 668 8 000 018
Van, BUY el s css.s0o00ccorsessss
Wapello..eeeeesssasossannnnne
WarreNececececscoscoccosssccoss
Washington.seeeeeeoseooanccne
WayNeeeeeosesssosscacssanssnns

Webster..cceeeocecscsnccee vaies
Winnebago.seeececesccscas als e
Winneshiek............ e o
WoodbUurYeeseeeoececsoacaceas e
WOLEN o« s oviviasvops as s oens @
Wrighteieieeeeeeesoesensacnnns
TOTAL

RURAL FIRES

17
5
13
7
12
7
14
11
6
9
6
16
6
84
31
4
17
16
10
5
14
45
21
5
13
4
47
17
1
7

14

RURAL LOSS

178,175
780,269
79,450
79,100
111,923
110,800
233,650
45,931
21,000
80,525
25,200
227,425
3,660
1,300,452
190,895
18,350
90,650
185,685
58,455
5,950
104,637
181,879
339,734
19,280
65,022
17,300
356,259
349,182
8,100
89,450
170,200
5,800
88,879
36,860
8,550
24,670

13,865,648

TOWN FIRES

65

2

3

4

9

23

23

11

2

21

5

11

5
1,033

109

11

127

TOWN LOSS
469,050
3,700

4,600 .
25,475
38,271
362,616
136,763
14,527
2,000
147,100
38,750
28,250
45,089
3,005,481
897,348
129,800
23,340
55,575
927,978
240,550
581,960
501,451
37,817
25,075
84,245
+ 3,800
590,955
73,570
17,000
13,100
403,762
11,150
1,200
1,217,336
4,000
201,516

21,385,433



SUMMARY OF TABLE NO. I

Total Number of Rural FireS....ceececececcsenss 1,358 3
Total Number of Town FireS...eceeecececececcocsns 3,242
Total Number of FireS...ceeeeeees R . 4,600

TABLE NO. II

Showing the types of occupancy destroyed. The damage to buildings and contents is set out separately.

Rural Fires Town Fires
No. Building Content No. Building Content
Types of Occupancy Fires Loss Loss Fires Loss Loss
ASSEMBLY
i Assembly & Exhibition
- Hallgysoeoh's 3 61,102 9,639
~ Bowling AlleyS.eeeeeesnas 2 35,500 6,500
| ChHUuBehesas 45 s s v el aisth 2 193,000 11 588,250 41,460
Club ROOMS.cesscescsccess 1 12,000 2,000 2 14,300 250
DanecetHalls i ssesoatnioises 1 10,000 4,000 1 30,000
GymnasiumS...saveeeoceeas 1 125,000 20,000
Lodge Halls.svisossnvasnns 2 15,000 35,000
Passenger Stations,

TerminalS..ceaes. 1 1,000 500 ;
Restaurantsiicivess vssnas 4 72,000 35,500 40 571,506 299,125
Taverns i istinsastitsins 2 11,000 14,000 27 364,067 184,264
Theatersiiitivssisténisss 1 25,000 10,000
OEheEL L I v saitasstvn 2 23,100 3 1,580
EDUCATIONAL
Colleges & Universities.. 3 21,920 21,900
Elementary SchoolS....... 2 8,000 500 5 31,050 20,510
High Schools..ccecieeesenn 1 300 977 11 69,831 32,245
QEheEvrsiisiiiiisticansnn 3 1,528 9,499
INSTITUTIONAL i
Clintc8 . viicacviesle bl 1 250 200

" Homes for Aged, Nursing
Homes, Etc..... 2 23,000 30,400 6 12,200 2,356

h'_‘-—




TABLE NO II cont'd.
RURAL FIRES

No. Building
Fires Loss

Institutional cont'd.
HospitalSiesscessaosoaosse 1l
A dul ot i b le o, ccananevnysgpamysgis opnssis
Childrens HomeS..coeeeess
D O tien ey suses suas snanssns sonmmunngs
RESIDENTIAL
ApartmentS.cceseccccscone 1 100
DOEMLEOBACS . 5, sis. sis: o, 3. 05850y0565s
Fraternity HouseS..eeseee
BRERLE 54885 o wrnnrmanistaiums s
Lodging & Rooming Houses.
Motor CourtS.csececccesse
One Family Dwelling,.....
Sorority Houses....
Trailer HouS€S.::seeeeseess 67
Two Family Dwelling......
OBBRE ChofiFe snunbinecusines
MERCANTILE
Auto Accessories,........
Barber & Beauty Shops... 1
BO0lGx StOT eS8 i siar o e dsice
Clothing Stores..ceeeecs..
Department StoresS.......
Drug StoresS.ceseusseevvnses
Electrical Appliances...
Feed Store.......
Florists & Green Houses.
Food MarketS..ceseeseesnn
Furniture Store......... 1 300
General Store...... veens
Hardware Store.......... 1
Paint, Wallpaper &
Shades...is..
Plumbing Supplies.......

130,000

413,400

2,700

oo 000 an

5,000

Content

Loss

343 2,610,108 1,087,646

234,500

1,500

500

TOWN FIRES
No. Building
Fires Loss
9 2,350
1 3,000
1 1,000
1 20,000
209 1,491,233
6 11,600
1 800
20 91,475
1 1,709
10 100,690
1,241 5,257,667
1
130 394,492
10 44,269
1 2,000
40,000
2 100
1 119
7 44,902
5 88,650
1 750
1 38,000
2 5,700
3 113,600
8 114,150
5 3,375
3 22,000
2 14,000
3 80,500
2 5,000

Content
Loss

1,410
100
300

9,000

262,000
3,850

400

7,607

633
78,610
2,064,699
135
188,484
14,887

75,000
477

135,463
207,259

25,000

77,000
183,500
38,6090
120,000
18,300

97,500
3,200



e ————————

TABLE NO. II cont'd.

RURAL FIRES
No. Building Content
Types of Occupancy Fires Loss Loss
Mercantile cont'd.
Radio & TV ShOpPS.ceesesnsns
Seed. StoYeS.cessovinsssniss
Shoe: Storesiinsssamannssesss
Super Markets..... 5 e R ;
LR BT v 595 wavas 0 5% 586 § 6 3 20,500 37,000
OFFICE
BanKkSs wmine s oo wanssnsssss
Doctors Office.cceececese
Funeral Parlors...ceeceee
Ldbraries: .cessvessneesee
Office BuildingSe.ececseo 5 7,050 4,250
POSE-OfFLCRievnwisitngaceas
OENCY 5 o i wp o isimamis + am s o e
INDUSTRIAL
CreamerieS.iuess viaess svisne
DAdYIeRe v umesnsansneiswiess
Dry Cleaning Plant..c.ecos
FACtOT1e8 . veotesiersesriaiane o 12 305,461 568,150
Laundry & Laundromats....
Machine Shops & Foundry.. 1l 20,000 70,000
Packing PlantS..cceeaeces 1 15,000 145,000
Power PlantS.scecss'sossusse 1 2,000
SAWA ML 8. vcaiie s d6im b0 00 misin s 1 10,000 40,000
Smoke HOUSES.ccesescscnss 1 200 200
Work & Repair ShopS...... 16 140,081 107,150
SOFheBvirmksnessnsessoasssws 1 15,000 900,000
STORAGE
BATN. o s anss gupssssssssss 0 1,655,405 1,042,218
BulKe Odlesneeasos ssnensesse
Cattle Shed or Barn 8 27,150 13,000
Brooder, Chicken &
Poultry HouseS...c... 15 224,285 98,300
COrn BT A ba i visomieimmivinia oo 33 82,026 47,484
Filling Station...... St 1 500

TOWN FIRES

No.
Fires

NMNONHEERE (oW

=R

= W

25
14

oM N

Building
Loss

100,000
30,000
17,700
100,843
34,230

400

200
1,300
20,000
200,902
450
1,400

200
6,000
34,683
538,669
47,468

13,000
850
249,503
135871

82,300
400

300
500
10,968

Content

Loss

80,000
20,000
40,000
175,160
55,258

100
40,000

20,050
191,592

13,000
5,200

498,315
85,123

42,000

90
70,230
35,987

37,164

600

12,000



TABLE NO. II cont'd.

RURAL FIRES
"No. Building
Types of Occupancy Fires Loss
Storage cont'd.
Grain Elevator...... Slalistalsfe 3 5,050
Grafn, MALL: o vsaleiasies semvoe
GranariesS.eesesssaes sssos 12 28,625
Hog HouSeS.ieeeveenoess Slecs 82 580,598
Loeker Plantseri'vde « « ¢ v-cevs
Lumber YardS...... ais e 0wl ine
Machine Shed..... elolotelsl isherte 21 107,372
Private Garage.scecoesosns 46 64,343
Public Garage..eceeecescss
Pump HOUSE. s s esssscsvesoss 7 2,750
SHltosIF e o R Tele et stelatetete 1o le 6 12,300
Storage Shed or Building.. 78 191,920
Tool Shedeeeeeeeeneneess A 6 5,605
Warehouse-Wholesale House. 2 7,000
Other "% R ST S e T . 2 225
MISCELLANEOUS
Afrplanesiug SRl delestere’sts
Automob¥lesesn diceizste s s e s"s 115 179,497
BUSEaAT, kT Tk elste Juem@s s e s s's 1 2,000
Canvas Coverings, Tents,
Avnings, Etc...
Corn & Grain DryerS..ee... 6 3,600
Fences millvh ¢ife’s ofe o e ST 4 1,250
Grain Fields & Meadows.... 48 41,766
Hay, Grain, & Straw Stacks 44 56,341
Lawns & GardenS....eeceees 2 1,050
Lumber & Wooden Poles..... 4 1550
Machinery, Tractors, Imple-
ments, Wagons... 112 461,971
Motorcycles & Scooters. ..... 4 2,250
Orchards & TimberS........ 8 510
‘Tractor - Trailer......... 10 95,000

Trains, Box Cars, Coaches,
Boats, EtCecoesse 8 43,050
Bruckss s eisiee ase S s v . 56 171,713

‘Content
Loss

825
26,650
444,786
179,630
87,315
2,665
14,400
222,071

6,509
30,000

1,825

5,950

1,500

750

19,030

64,000

1,300
6,570

'TOWN FIRES

No.

Fires

-~

Building
Loss

540,638
310,000

1,200
45,000
64,000
46,000

362,429
24,300

113,760
2,094
65,650

67,649
496,436
10,150

963
48,125
512
1,971
2,453
100
7,279

36,951
11,896

2,139
16,675

38,782
159,986

Content

Loss

354,408
113,000

600
40,000
10,500
98,500

262,965
22,175

22,000
90,065

6,250
76,791

15,000
30,994
- 20

6,970

15,333

7,470

14,280
32,773



TABLE NO. II cont'd.

RURAL FIRES

No. Building Content
Types of Occupancy Fires Loss Loss
Other 55 94,618 63,477
TOTAL 1,450 8,201,620 5,664,028

See Table No. I for number of fires.

RURAL FIRES

Total Building LOSS..ceccessencessesess $ 8,201,620
Total:'Content LoSS. «'ve've’s doisiance ssesse o 5,664,028
Total Loss Rural Fires....ccceceeeeces. $13,865,648

Total Rural LOSS..cccecesocacs P
Total Town LOS8q s ¢« s srsreierssns s s suse

TOTAL FIRE LOSS

1976

TOWN FIRES
No. Building Content
Fires Loss Loss
58 519,705 143,614
3,347 14,503,595 7,092,538
TOWN FIRES

ceso $13,865,648

oo ue, w215596,133
$35,461,781

Total Building LOSS.cceeescsnsess
Total Content Loss..
Total Loss Town FireS.ooeececocss

$14,503,595

7,092,538
$21,596,133



" SUMMARY OF TABLE NO. II

Rural Town
Types of Occupancy Fires Fires
ASSEMBLY 13 96
EDUCATIONAL 3 22
INSTITUTIONAL 3 19
RESIDENTIAL 418 1,642
MERCANTILE 6 74
OFFICE 5 49
INDUSTRIAL . 34 109
STORAGE 514 387
MISCELLANEOUS 483 1,010
TOTALS 1,479 3,408

Total .
Fires Rural Loss Town Loss Total Loss
109 378,100 $ 2,437,543 $ 2,815,643
25 9,777 208,483 218,260
22 183,400 52,166 235,566
2,060 4,345,754 10,017,240 14,362,994
80 67,500 2,205,336 2,272,836
54 11,300 476,394 487,694
143 2,338,242 1,713,589 4,051,831
901 5,211,007 2,817,094 8,028,101
1,493 1,320,568 1,668,288 2,988;856
4,887 $13,865,648 $21,596,133 $35,461,781



Showing the causes of fires.

CAUSES OF FIRES

HEATLNG EQUIPMENT - DEFECTIVE,

OVERHEATED,
Brooders
Chimneys

ETC.

e s e e e 0000000000000

& Plies;: «5ibiicisssane

EOENACES e s censonos et esss onssts
GaSSEOVeB s s mnas s /s des s vs annss
0il Stoves, Burners & TankS...eceececeescns
Unknown Type of Stove...ceeseas
Water Heaters (Other Than Electric)....
WoOd SEOVES. s seis v sissoeieedsidas

Other..,.
ELECTRICAL

e 0 00 e eo00 0000000000000

Defective Appliance.cccecescess
Defective Fixture..eeeecoceocee

Defective Transformer....cceoecceeecaese

® e oo s s

TABLE NO. III

Damage to buildings and contents combined.

@ e s ve s

® e s s0 e

Defective Wiring (Shorts).cecceececccceccccens

Overheated Electric Motors...

Overloaded Circuilt...cceeeeeecan
Short Circuit in Electric MotOrS....ececee.e =

Static FlectrlcltY.cveosoe oo socuaesssaisse

Other-.-.-..--...o.--o-..--.-...g...-.....

EXPLOSIONS

BOttled Gas......0......C.'.l.lll...l.‘......'

Chemical

Flammable Liquid Vapors....ccceceececececas

GaSOline.....-...-......-..................

Natural Gas.ooocoo--nnu--ooooaoo.o-.--.-..o-ou

Othero‘ooouoco.cloooo...-on'ooo-ooooo.oo-.

SPARKS

Blow ‘TOTChsisiss sisiessssesso
Bonfires & INCineratorS...cccececeecccccacsans

Chimneys

LRI )

e 000 es 0000 e

Rural Town
Fires Rural Loss Fires Town Loss

36 375,817 4 6,736
32 197,862 36 153,742
20 374,149 44 435,194
2 9,500 2 6,451
13 75,050 21 45,452
4 27,700 11 34,320
7 55,700 10 69,345
7/ 28,175 13 78,286
5 9,475 2 2,133
50 586,916 197 1,356,430
12 94,670 31 174,796
7 8,636
213 2,905,602 397 2,869,583
5 79,800 25 94,544
2 55,250 11 48,607
1 1,250 6 3,141

g 7,900
16 132,330 5 23,137
17 1,232,925 11 60,789

2 50,009
3 1,800 32 125,109
3 13,800 15 150,475
2 124,700 8 54,100
2 7,000 4 49,450
5 19,200 14 63,516
152 533,335 50 189,576
5 16,800 8 81,037



CAUSES OF FIRES cont'd.
SPARKS cont'd.
Cutting & Welders ToYcCh.c..ooee eoee s Sabllalv. i,
Engines, Machinery - Backfires...eeceeeeveescens
Fireplaces...... cesses sesec s e R s B e e s s dens s
Grass Fires...... IR e O " P B N J T,
Stoves & PUrNaceS.cessssasassssssasssossasesnssss
O e oS a5 T vt s snis sninsnnsssonssissens diedssie s
SPONTANEOUS IGNITION
OB oo cursi0 45 0618 w08 8 306 wiels 40 & ovare $T5E u sie " 88
COEN = CODS: v vloi s simns vios o ise s slese oo 676 sis & 5w ed
BIBETT T % si0 00 00 00 oeims awe PR & PR PR T
HAY = SELAWa s o0 o av060 0000500500500 600 o smenes
Paper, Rags, EtCicececsesorsessadssanesessissosss
DENOT s o v 55 o s ovs o676 3iaym 0 m m 0w o ow (s 58 & wmie 8isie e 8 0 e 880 8
SMOKING & MATCHES
Match Carelessness - Children......cceveveeovans

Match Carelessness = Other..ceeececesccscscsss .
Other Careless SmOKIng....eeseseescsncscsass YateTe
O EREL AN e S8 % s 5 55 5o 5 8 5608 Bee 0 s ole s o8 el s 4 e
FLAMMABLE LIQUID - MISUSE OF
GAIONTNORN N oo 65 & s0mes 07445 0 8160 000169, SR o 005 & ©F Fore's o9 :
Grease, Etc. on Stove...... e & e e e e a0 s o win
Home Dry Cleaning....ceceeeees o 5w el Sty v 2 s
Padnt e balnt, REMOYVEY o Bl Can siaw o b sisms o o s Rgirie ¢ st o i
8 o o S e T T e i
CARELESSNESS
Candles & TorcheS..eeeveeesns S d500s e s Brale e usieis B e ¥ .
Combustibles Against Heat...... S e susiein siaialelo alsbate g
Fireplacesi&rOpentGratesit | ¢ . s ifdilssditifoin
HBOEABheg . Po i tsts ittt ol Bl B Je e et e
Improper Rubbish Disposal..ceeeescecccncecanscns
Unattended Appliances....... P N el (o0 S
BEREETNN oi s sl s eie s o v Sy % ein e 3l shnslells o 5 5 % e & lialp
OTHER
BUEOEWEBCR: s ot v e siavenns s e e e. 9 e wine Se a5 s ste see

Defective Auto Motors, Broken Gas Lines, Etc....

Defective Farm Machinery & Implements & Other
Equipment,

Rural Town
Fires Rural Loss Fires Town Loss

16 129,250 51 805, 340
48 80,370 209 111,424
4 11,900 11 55,820
32 145,036 15 56,353

1 70,000
15 87,130 13 182,607
2 3,171

5 5,130

2 31,500
11 130,896 2 3,901
5 43,400 16 196,948
5 9,450 3 4,100
29 310,188 162 775,191
2 3,600 9 32,711
30 193,638 350 1,308,395
3 3,350 6 19,053
5 22,440 24 176,903
6 79,500 66 152,631
1 2,500
1 100 2 7,120
1 2,000 5 12,505
3 25,650 30 144,103
68 356,425 174 717,282
11 151,500 42 142,478
9 17,950 40 225,937
10 88,744 25 225,168
6 71,900 59 299,003
17 51,564 21 99,199
23 141,133 20 34,113
39 141,380 147 301,584
28 178,660 7 62,528
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CAUSES OF FIRES cont'd. Rural Town

OTHER cont'd. Fires Rural Loss Fires Town Loss
B D OSHEE B (2t i et s sesastssessssssnnesseebess 119 275,013 163 1,289,986
Flammable Liquid on Motors...... AT SO 18 28,175 55 32,720
Friction........ AL s arace e s L A B e o . 4 16,220 19 79,805
GaB L BakE. . VeI TRl it etivene cas s e 7 117,160 19 86,739
Incendiary or Suspected.scececesenccsccscncss 71 513,842 415 4,552,264
JE7 1= 0130 & 1 0 1 e Rl Rl Al S - R Sl g g s 46 672,569 44 488,021
ThaW I g CNa L P LB eB s & s i e et vecsosnsonescesons 9 125,750 7 573525
Undeteemimed. Yo R, USdti st cetintatnntaes 124 2,516,420 149 2,666,420

TOTALS 1,450 $13,865,648 3,347 $21,596,133

* See Table No. I for number of fires. Each exposure in Table No. III is classed as a separate
fire.
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SUMMARY OF TABLE NO. III

Rural Town Total
CAUSES OF FIRES Fires Fires Fires Rural Loss Town Loss Total Loss
HEATING EQUIPMENT 137 143 270 $ 1,153,428 $.-.831,659 $ 1,985,087
ELECTRICAL 302 683 | 985 3,863,718 4,578,874 8,442,592
EXPLOSIONS 29 71 100 1,430,234 439,923 1,870,157
SPARKS 282 373 655 1,093,021 1,545;673 2,638,694
SPONTANEOUS IGNITION 28 23 51 220,376 208,120 428,496
SMOKING & MATCHES 64 529 593 510,776 2,135,350 2,646,126
FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS 13 99 342 104,040 351,659 455,699
CARELESSNESS 124 391 515 763,733 1,853,170 2,616,903
OTHER 510 1,096 1,606 4,726,322 9,651,705 14,378,027
TOTALS 1,479 3,408 4,887 $13,865,648 $21,596,133 .  $35,461,781

* See Table No. I for number of fires. Each exposure fire in Table No. III is classed as a
separate fire.



FIRES OCCURRING DURING 1976 IN A LOSS OF $100,000 OR OVER

LOCATION TYPES OF OCCUPANCY DATE TOTAL LOSS CAUSE OF FIRE
APPANOOSE
Taylor (R) Restaurant 09/30 105,000 Incendiary or Suspected
Taylor (R) Other Miscellaneous 09/30 1,800 Exposure
AUDUBON
Audubon Trailer House 07/07 13,000 Overloaded Circuit
Audubon Florists & Green Houses 07/07 122,000 Exposure
BLACK HAWK
Waterloo Office Buildings 03/23 177,219 Undetermined
BUCHANAN
Byron (R) Machinery, Tractors,
Implements & Wagon 04/08 119,700 Natural Gas
BUTLER
New Hartford Grain Elevator 03/16 123,000 Undetermined
Greene Storage Shed or Building 08/18 40,000 Exposure
Greene Grain Elevator ' 08/18 391,408 Cutting & Welders Torch
CARROLL
Halbur Storage Shed or Building 10/02 5,000 Exposure
Halbur Grain Mill 10/02 110,000 Undetermined
CASS
Noble (R) Hog Houses 08/28 150,000 Defective Appliance
CERRO GORDO
Clear Lake Restaurant 06/23 110,000 Hot Ashes
CHICKASAW
Ionia Machine Shed 01/28 102,000 Other Sparks
CLAYTON
Girard (R) Hog Houses 08/24 103,000 Match Carelessness - Children
Girard (R) Hay, Grain, Straw Stacks 08/24 13,000 Exposure
CLINTON
Delmar Grain Elevator 08/05 150,000 Lightning
DALLAS
Des Moines (R) Hospital 12/04 130,000 Defective Wiring (Shorts)
DICKINSON
Spirit Lake Auto Accessories 06/26 115,000 Lightning
Spirit Lake Apartments 06/26 8,000 Expasure



LOCATION TYPES OF OCCUPANCY DATE TOTAL LOSS CAUSE OF FIRE
DUBUQUE

Dubuque Church 01/09 225,000 Defective Wiring (Shorts)

Jefferson (R) Church 08/04 188,000 Lightning

Dubuque (R) One Family Dwelling 09/21 105,000 Defective Wiring (Shorts)
FAYETTE

West Union Church 10/07 303,200 Incendiary or Suspected
FREMONT

Riverside (R) Work or Repair Shop 10/20 125,000 Defective Farm Machinery
GUTHRIE & Equipment

Highland (R) Brooder, Chicken & Poultry

House 03/19 217,500 Undetermined

HAMILTON :

Ellsworth Private Garage 12/31 25,000 Exposure

Ellsworth One Family Dwelling 12/31 120,000 Defect Auto Motors, Gas Lines
HARDIN

' Iowa Falls Lodge Halls 04/14 25,000 Exposure

Iowa Falls Apartments 04/14 4,000 Exposure

Iowa Falls Taverns 04/14 25,000 Exposure

Iowa Falls Apartments 04/14 4,000 Exposure

Iowa Falls Taverns 04/14 85,000 Incendiary or Suspected

Iowa Falls Apartments 04/14 2,000 Exposure

Iowa Falls Apartments 04/14 5,000 Exposure :

Eldora Food Market 05/05 177,000 Defective Appliance

Iowa Falls Work & Repair Shop 07/29 10,000 Exposure

Iowa Falls Paint, Wallpaper & Shades 07/29 22,000 Exposure

Iowa Falls Radio & TV Shop 07/29 135,000 Paper, Rags, Etc.

Iowa Falls Lodge Halls 07/29 25,000 Exposure

Iowa Falls Other Miscellaneous 07/29 3,000 Exposure

Iowa Falls Restaurant 07/29 6,000 Exposure
JASPER

Mingo Grain Mill 03/12 270,000 Undetermined

Mingo Storage Shed or Building 03/12 2,000 Exposure
JOHNSON

Coralville Apartments 03/01 700,000 Incendiary or Suspected
LUCAS

Chariton Supermarket 05/16 260,000 Undetermined



LOCATION ___TYPES OF OCCUPANCY DATE TOTAL LOSS _ CAUSE OF FIRE

MARSHALL i
Marshalltown Gymnasiums 02/15 145,000 Incendiary or Suspected
Marshalltown Work & Repair Shop 10/09 100,000 Incendiary or Suspected

MILLS
St. Marys (R) Tractor - Trailer 11/21 20,000 Exposure
St. Marys (R) Factories 153/21 750,000 Undetermined

MONTGOMERY
Red Oak Trucks 07/19 51,000 Exposure
Red 0Oak Other Miscellaneous 07/19 120,000 Undetermined
Red Oak Other Miscellaneous 07/19 55,000 Exposure

POLK »

Des Moines Restaurant 04/05 100,000 Incendiary or Suspected
Des Moines Restaurant 08/05 200,000 Incendiary or Suspected
Des Moines Apartments 09/10 100,000 Incendiary or Suspected
Four Mile (R) Other Industrial 10/23 915,000 Bottled Gas

A POTTAWATTAMIE

e Council Bluffs Grain Elevator 02/05 134,638 Incendiary or Suspected

SAC

‘? Viola (R) Packing Plant 12/25 160,000 Defective Wiring (Shorts)

SCOTT
Davenport Paint, Wallpaper & Shades 07/17 103,000 Undetermined

SHELBY .

Harlan Restaurant 12/13 100,000 Incendiary or Suspected

Harlan Restaurant 12/19 125,000 Defective Wiring (Shorts)
SIOUX ;

Alton Warehouse - Wholesale House 05/10 15,000 Exposure

Alton Theaters 05/10 35,000 Incendiary or Suspected

Alton Factories 05/10 382,000 Exposure

TAMA
York (R) Barn 08/27 105,000 Undetermined
York (R) Corn Crib 08/27 25,000 Exposure

WAPELLO
Ottumwa Other Miscellaneous 09/20 100,000 Undetermined

WOODBURY
Sioux City Department Store 11/30 294,709 Defective Wiring (Shorts)

WRIGHT
Eagle Grove Lumber Yard 11/11 64,000 Exposure
Eagle Grove Factories 13711 76,130 Cutting & Welding Torch

B —




Fires - $100,000 or over - continued

Total Rural - Firesis cos sicidase oo sssae A3
Total Tow BlEesy it s iote s fes =32
TOTAL 45

Total - Rural LOSS:usississasesinsss

Tatal Town LOSBS8. : oo s v os s aicsiosses
TOTAL

$

Wiy W

- jo w

£ D

33,000

00, 304

33,304
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