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YOUR PART IN IOWA'S SAFETY PROGRAM 

The three E's of safety - Engineering, Enforcement, and 
Education-march steadily forward on a national front to cope 
with the problem of automobile accidents upon our highways. 

In the engineering field Iowa is doing her part. She is 
making great strides in the elimination of structural highway 
faults, in the installation of overhead passes, in the better 
marking of the high ways, and in making other major improve
ments, all of which are with the thought of saving lives-the 
making of Iowa's highways safer. 

During the past s,everal years, there has been a decided 
change in the attitude of enforcement officers for they are 
putting forth hours of conscientious effort to bring the driving 
public to a realization of the merits of safe and sane driving. 
This attitude has reflected itself through the courts which are 
on the whole endeavoring to carry out the full provisions of 
law, irrespective of person, with the thought that in so doing 
they will teach the public the importance of careful operation 
of a motor vehicle. The Department of Public Safety has es
tablished a definite policy governing the suspension or revoca
tion orthe operating privilege of the operator who disregards 
the laws of the road, or who is convicted of a violation for 
which action is mandatory under the law. The purpose of this 
policy of fair, impartial and unbiased action is to endeavor 
through .such punitive action to fix concretely the true value 
of a driver's license in the mind of the person so temporarily 
denied. 

In the field of education we find some of the largest uni
versities and colleges conducting courses in traffic safety 
work. In recent years a considerable number of the public 
schools have offered cours,es in Highway Safety for their stu
dents. Also many civic and servi.ce organizations are greatly 
interested in the Highway Safety Program. 

With such a united front on any one problem it would 
S•eem the solution would automatically be realized, but that is 
not the picture. Engineering, Enforcement, and Education are 
the controllable factors in the highway safety program, and 
all that is accomplished thereby is either augmented or mini
mized by the actions of the one factor that is not readily con
trollable--..the driver. Unless the driver cooperates to his ut
most-assumes his individual responsibility in a problem that 
is his-he is placing a premium, not only upon his own future, 
but upon the future of his fellow man. The problem is per
sonal, individual, and therefore must in the final analysis be 
solved by the driver himself, such solution being exemplified 
by his actions behind the wheel, and his attitude toward the 
laws of the road and all enforcement agencies. 

The Department of Public Safety had a two-fold purpose 
in mind in compiling this booklet. First , that it would aid the 



new driver to secure an operator's license. Second, that this, 
booklet containing the fundamental laws of t~e road along 
with many illustrations will interest the old driver to the ex
tent that he will study th em and thereby become a beUer and 
safer driver. , 

Iowa is proud of her 1938 record, and calls upon her driv
ers and pedestrian to cooperate to make future recor?s ~~en 
more outstanding. Iowa challenges you to meet your md1v1d-
ual responsibility . 

KARL W. FISCHER 
Commissioner of Public Safety 

POV§ER 

The Safety of Highways Lies Largely 
in Driyers' Hand&. 

HOW TO GET A DRIVER'S LICENSE 5 

HOW TO GET AND KEEP A DRIVER'S LICENSE 
A person drives .a motor vehicle upon the hig hways of the Sta te of 

Iowa not as a matter of right, but as a p r ivilege granted to the people 
by the legislature. The legislature has set fo r th rules and regulations go v
erning the licensing of driyers, and the manner in w hich a vehicle shall 
be operated upon the highways if the operator is to continue to enjoy the 
privilege of operating a motor vehicle upon the highways. 

Any person living in Iowa and wanting t o drive a motor vehicle on 
t he streets or highways is required to have a valid operator's or ohauf
feur's license or an instruction permit. For those person& not to be li
censed, and also those ·permitted to drive on the streets and highways in 
the State of Iowa who are required to be licensed as drivers under the 
Iowa l:aw, see page 8. 

The minimum age requirement is 16 years for an operator's license 
and 18 years for a regular chauffeur's license. No P'erson who has a 
chauffeur's license is required to have an operator's license. Operators' 
licenses cost fifty cents and expire on July 5th of each odd-numbered cal
endar year. Regular chauffeurs' licenses cost two dollars and expire on 
December 31st of each year. 

Every pereon operating a motor vehicle on the highways of the state 
of Iowa must have his license in his immediate possession. He is sub
ject to a fine up to one hundred dollars if he cannot produce a valid li
cense in case of arrest. 

Any peace officer, sheriff, constable or state highway patrolman may 
stop a person at any time and inspect his license. 

If a person's name is changed by marriage or for any other reason, or 
if his address is changed, a duplic.3.te license will be issued to him in his 
correct name and address upon payment of the twenty-five cent fee re
quired for a duplicate license. If a pe::::-son has lost his license and is con
tinuing to operate a motor vehicle, he must make application for a dup
licate license. No person should drive a vehicle until after he has com
plied with the a:bove requirement. 

INSTRUCTiiQN PIERMIT: Every person over 16 years of age who 
wishe& to learn to drive in order that he may secure an operator's license 
is required to get an instruction permit. This permit entitles him to 
operate a motor vehicle on the highway when accompanied by a licensed 
driver. This permit is issued without charge by the etate driver's license 
examiners. Any person wishing to get an instruction permit is required 
to pass the written driver's license examination and the vision test, and 
he is not to drive a vehicle to the examining point. These examinations 
are conducted by the members of the Iowa Highway Safety Patrol, in the 
courthouses of the various county seat towns througbout the st.ate. If 
the .applicant is between the ages of 16 and 18, he must be accompanied 
by both parents or guardian, or must bring with him an affidavit signed 
by both parents or guardian as hereinafter mentioned. See page 6 for 
sample instruction permit, and page 8 for sample affidavit form. After 
applicant has secured an Ins truction Permit he should make certain to 
have same in his possession when operating a motor vehicle. 



INSTRUC'l'ION PERMIT RULES AND REG{JLATION8 

This instruction permit issued under Chapter 251.1, Acts of the 48th 
General Assembly, Sections 5013.04, paragraph 1, 5013.06, .08, .10, .18, .19, 
5014.01, 5015.02. It is valid for a sixty day period from date of issuance. 

PERMIT A 
STATE OF IOWA 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
DRIVER'S LICENSE DIVISION 

305 

The followin g r estrictions are m a de a part of this instruction permi't 
and a v iolation of a ny of t he res trictions will result in a revocation of the 
privileges h erein granted. 

The holder of this instruction permit mus t be accompani'ed at a ll times 
when driving by a person twenty-one years of age or older, who has a 
valid Iowa driver 's license in his possession. Su ch person accompanying 
ius truction permit holder mus t be fully competent to operate a motor 
vehicle under all conditions. 

Undersigned h ereby m a kes application fo r a n I nstruction Permit fo r the 
purpos1, of learning to operate a motor v ehicle, a nd certifies that the 
description and answers i;:-i'ven to the following questions a r e true and 
correct to the best of his knowledge informa tion a nd belief. 
Name ___________________ _ St . ______ _ 

City _____ _ ____ _ County ________ _ State ___ _ 

Ex. Scor e ____ Birthda te, Mo. ______ Day ____ _ Yr . _ _ _ The holder of a ny instructi'on permit wi ll be permitted to opera te a 
motor vehicle on a public highway during daylight hours only. 

The signa tures of both par ents on an instruction permit issued to any 
person under the age of eighteen years will not be accepted as permission 
to issue a n operator ' s licens e a t a la ter date. The parents will be requi'red 
to furnish wri'tten consent t o issue a regular operator's license. 

Sex ___ Wt. Hair ____ Eyes ____ Height _ __ Race __ _ 

Without Glasses , R ___ L ___ B ___ With, R ___ L ___ B __ 

Have you ever been license as an oper ator o·r cha uffeur-__ Where? __ 
If the applicant believes that he h as not had sufficient practice to 

appear before the driver's license examiner for examination at the expira
tion of this permit, he m'llst secure another permit before receiving further 
instruction 1'11 the opera tion of a motor vehicle. 

Have you ever had a license suspended or revoked? _ __ Refused __ _ 

If so where? _________ Dat e _____ Reason. _______ _ 

Have you ever b een adjudged a drunka rd or drug addict ? _______ _ 

IF THIS INSTRU CTION PERMl1.' IS ISSl,ED S UBSEQUENT TO 
OBTAINING A MINOR'S RES'l'RICTED LICENSE TH.ESE 

ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS APPLY 

Are you sufferirg from a mental or physical disa bility? _______ _ 
If appli'cant is applying for minor' s ins truction permit answer the following : 
Do you attend school regularly? _____ H ow far ' do you live from school ? 

A combination school and instruction permit to a minor between the Usua l Signature 
ages of fourteen and sixteen years will be issued only during the regular - ------- ---- ---------- - --
school year beginning September 1s t , and ending June 30th. Subscribed a nd sworn to before me at _____ this __ day of _ _ 19_ 

Signature a nd Number of Patrolma n . 
Before the department will issue a combination minor ' s restri'cted license 

and instruction permit the signatures will be required of both parents and 
a statement from the superintendent of the school which the applicant 
intends statir:g that the a pplicant must have a minor's restricted license 
.as a necessity to go to and from school. 

We, the par ents of the above described applicant, consent to the issuance 
of this instruction permit. We unders tand the rules , regulations , and 
restrictions unoer which this instruction permit i's issued, and agree to 

A minor' s restricted license m ay be used by the holder only as a means comply with them. 
or going to a n~ from school, and may _not be us_e~ _during noon hour or Father 
other recess periods , nor for extra-curricular act1v1hes. P a rent_s_S_i_g_n_a_t -ur_e_s _ ______ _ 

Mother _______ _____ _ 

Before a minor' s restricted license may be issued the applicant must Subscribed a nd sworn to before me at ___ this __ day of _ __ 19_ 
designate the route over which he will t rave l to and from school and any 
driving on any street or hi'ghway not designa ted on the license will result Signature and Number of Patrelman 
in a revocation of U1e applicant's driving privileges . See rules and regulations on r everse side. 
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8 DEPARTJ\t[ENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

Form DPS-OCL-8-6-14-39- For minors 16-18 years old . 
ec. 5013.10. A1>plication of m inors . T he a(lplication of a ny person ander · lh" a11r~ ol. 

elglitecn year s for an instruction r,errnit or oper ator' s license_ 11tiall be slt,rned ~™1 verified 
brforP 'a ·pe rson a uthori :r.Pd to adm inisfrr oaths b .,· l>oth the father a.nd _m other e,f tl~e ap
plicant, if both a re li ving and have cu!ltocly of him, or in the e,i•ent neither parer. t is_ llv 
.I n g then by the per.son or t~11n rdi a 11 ha,•ing such cu stody or by an employer of such mmor . 

---------- -- ---- --- -- ------- -- - -- - -- ------ --
Count y Town Date 

r eques t that the, 
"I. --- -- ----- - - - -- - - -- --- --- - - ---- - --
·Commissioner of Public Safety of Iowa, accept t he appli cation of _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ my son __ , dau ghter ___ __ , ward ______ __ _ 

,age _______ _______ _____ ; fo r an instruction permit __ __ __ _ , operator's license _____ ___ , 

Signatur e of father Signature of mother 

--- -- - -- -- - ----- -- - - - ·· - - - - - - - - - - -
Signature of em ployer 

- - ---Si'gnature of gua:rdian 

·subscribed a nd sworn t o before me by: 

'.this day of --------- ---------- , 19 - -- - -· 
- . ---- ------

------ Notary Public In and for 
____ _________________________ __ __ ____ __ ___ ___ _ County, Iowa 

My commission expir es -- ------- --- ------ -- , 19 __________ . 

SEAL PRESENT THIS REQUEST TO THE EXAMINER 

SCHOOL PERMIT 
A r.-strlctPd llcen.sP may bP issued to a minor, between t he ages of 14 :ctnd 16, to drtve 

to and from school only. 
The applicant must be accompa nied by one parent or guardian, or he ~ust present 

to the examinin g officer a written r equ est signed b y one parent or guardran b_efore a 
notary public. This request form and a ffid avrt m ::ty be obtained from the exammers or 
the county sheriffs See following sample copy : 

Form DPS- OCL-8-lOM- 6-14-39 
Section 5olS.19. Minors. Upon a written r eq uest of a parent or guardian , a r estrlc~ 
license m ay he issued to any person between t he ages of four teen and sixteen years. 
'BE \'ALlD O".'I J.Y IN GOI NG TO AND F ROi\l SCHOOL. 

-- - - - -- -- -C~-;mty Town Date 

1 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ request that tne 

~o~~-i'~; i-;;~ r- -o-f--~~~;l~ - ~-;;f~~~~ -Stat of Iowa, accept the application of -- - - - -- --- -- -- -
, daughter . __ , ward _____ _ 

my son -· 

; for a n instruction permit _ , school permit ·----- - - - - - • 
age . ___ - - - - - - - - - - - -

----- ----- ---
- - - - - - - - - - -

Sl-g1;.i:ture of parent -- Signature of guardian 

Subscribed and sworn to before me by: 
-- --------- -- - - ---- --- --------

this _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ day oL - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - , 19 - - - - - - · 
-- -- - - - ---- --- -

-- --- - --- - ------ Notary Public in and for 

M y commission explree 
__________ ___ ____ __ ____ ___ , 19 ____ - - - - - - . 

SEAL PRESENT THIS REQUEST TO THE EXAMINER 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

Des Moines, Iowa 

County, Iowa 

Uader no cir cumstances will a person be afforded an examination for a echool permit 
unless accompanied by a licensed driver, and it Is preferable that this pereon be hie 
parent or guardian . 

EXAMINING THE DRIVER 9 

THE EXAMINATION 
A person desiring to secure an Iowa d river's license must pass an 

examination given by a highwa y patrol examiner. He may take the ex
amination as soon as he is elig ible for a n operator's license, and as soon 
as he feels- that he has learned the rules a nd has h a d sufficient practice 
to pass the exam ination. Information relative to the examining points 
and dates may be obtained from any highway patrol officer, or at any 
.sheriff's office or police de·partment. 

The purpose of the examinat ion is to determine three things: 

1. Js, the applicant phys ically and m enta lly competent to operate a 
motor vehicle with safety. 

2. Does he know the law of the road, and has he had gufficient ex
perience to operate a motor vehicle with safetyi. 

3. Is he willing to keep his vehicle properly eq uipped for safe 
driving. 

Under· no circumstances will any pers·on (except a non-resident) be 
afforded an examination unless a ccom p a n ied by a licensed driver. 

The examination consists of four parts: <1) Vehicle inspection: (2) 
Driving test; (3) Written or oral test; (4) -Vision test . A person wishing 
to get an instruction permit will be required to pass parts 3 and 4; a per
.son wishing to secure an operator's or chauffeur's license will be required 
i-o pas·s parts 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

The vehicle inspection will be made by the driver's license examiners. 
rhe yehicle shall be roadworthy, sh.all be prnperly equipped with two 
headlights and a tail light in good working order, rear vision mirror, 
muffler, adequate foot and hand brakes, clear vision wind·shield of safety 
plate glass, windshield w iper, horn or signalling device, and shall have 
proper registration plates and registration certificate . (See Page 11 for 
illustration.) 

No person will be given a driving t est until the vehicle in which he 
presents himself for vehicle inspection meets the above requirements. An 

.applicant whose vehicle fails to pass the vehicle inspection test will be 
permitted to have the vehicle repaired a nd he may return for another 
vehicle inspection the same day. 

No a pplicant should attempt to take the driving tes t until he has had 
at least thirty hours of driving experience under the direction ~f a com
petent instructor who is a licensed driver. A pe rson who fails the driv
ing test may request an instruction permit from the examiner. This will 
enable him to practice driving under proper supervision. (Refer to pre

vious statements concerning instruction permits. ) 

On the driving test the examiner will observe and pay particular at
tention to the following points: 1. Is applicant seated proper!~ so as to 
be able to reach all control levers- and also so as to have proper vision. 

:2. Does applicant start smoothly and make proper observations. 3. On 
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r ight and left t u rns does applicant pull into proper lane and give correct 
s ignals in plenty of time to war n other drivers. 4. Does applicant obey 
s igns and enter intersection cautiously. 5. Does applicant meander and 
look .around whil e d r iv ing or does he sby in line, keep pace and pay at
t ention. 6. In pass ing other cars does applica nt cut in too soon or does 
he allow a sufficien t clear distance. 7. Does applicant observe the speed 
r egulations in the district in which he is driving. 8. In parkng is appli
cant slow and unce r t a in or does he get into the space easily without 
bumping. 9. In backi n g does applicant use care and caution. 10 Is the 
a p plicant cou r teous to a nd have the proper attitude toward other drivers. 

A GOOD INSTRUCTOR TEACHES HIS PUPIL 

The relation of v ision to d r iving. 

How general health a nd disa blilities affect driving. 

The proper position at the wheel. 

How to read and interpret the gauges. 

The proper steps in starting the motor. 

The proper steps in starting the car. 

The smoothest method of steering. 

To control attention and anticipate traffic conditions. 

To observe regulatory and warning signs. 

The importance of operating a roadworthy machine. 

That road courtesy is displayed by yielding the right-of-way. 

The meaning of right-of-way. 

The proper use 
0

of s-i g nals. 

Driving in the proper lanes. 

The proper approach to an intersection. 

How to adapt speeds to hills and curves. 

The prop~r ways to cope with adverse weather conditions, darkness, and 

road surfaces. 

The best method of backing. 

How to start on an upgrade . 

The !?roper use of i'he brake. 

Methods of checking the cooling system. 

The proper lubrication. 

How proper care and attention of the car prevent troubles. 

EXAMINATION FORM 11 

:
0
o~~fi

5
~3~CL-9 STATE OF IOWA 

Department of Public Safety 
Driving Test and Vehicle Inspection 

Chapter 134, 47th G. A. 

No. 36956 . 

Series K 

Patrolman No .Date __ __ ____ ___ Examining Station ____ ____ _____ . 

Driver __ . ____ ___ S. P. _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Chauffeur ____ __ __ __ _ 

Type of Vehicle ________ ___ ________ _ Lie No. __ __ ________ Year _____ ______ _ 

APPLICANT'S 
NAME __ 

Address . 

Age ________ _ 

Applicant reads and understands . ___________ inch letters at _______ _ feet 

Applicant and Vehicle Foot Br,ake Test ____ __ _ ft. at 20 miles per hour 

Hand Brake Test _____ __ . _ _ ft. at 20 miles per hour 

n&IVING TEST 

D Satisfactory 

·□ Not Satisfactory 

Lie. Plates ___ _______ __ o.K. ____ Not O.K. ___ _ 
Head Lights _____ ___ __ _ O.K. _____ Not O.K. ___ . 
Fog Lights _______ ____ O.K. _____ Not O.K. ___ _ 
Elevation __ _______ ____ O.K. _ _ _ Not O.K. ___ . 
Dimmers ____ ____ . ____ O.K. ____ . Not O.K. ___ . 
Lens _______ ___ ________ o.K. _____ Not O.K. ___ _ 

Reg. Cert. Displayed __ O.K. ____ . Not O.K. ___ . 
APPLICANT needs in- Horn _________ ______ __ O.K. _____ Not O.K. ___ _ 
struction and should cor-rect the following: Tail Light ____ __ ___ ___ o.K, ____ _ Not O.K. ___ _ 

Stop Light __ ______ ____ O.K. _____ Not O.K. ___ _ 
Driving Position _ - _ - _ - _ __ Muffler __ ___ _____ ___ __ O.K. __ ___ Not o.K._ - -· 
St artlng - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Wind hi Id w· 0 · s e 1per _____ .K. _____ Not O.K. ___ _ 
Right turns _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ R v· Mi 0 Left Turns ___ _____ ______ ear is. rror -- - - - .K. ___ __ Not O.K. ___ , 

Observation _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ROADWORTHY - - . NOT ROADWORTHY __ 
Intersection _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Weight _____ , _ _ _ Width _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Length ______ . 

Hand Signals _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Clea:rance Lights 
Rural-City Driving ____ __ Front ___ ___ ________ o,K. __ ___ Not O.K. ___ . 
Traffic Driving __ _____ ___ Side ________ __ __ ____ O.K. ___ __ Not O,K. ___ _ 

Follows too closely _ _ _ _ Rear ____ ___ ____ ____ O.K. _____ Not O.K. ___ . 

Fails to keep pace _ _ _ _ _ Reflectors 
Passing ___ ___ _____ ___ ___ Front ____ ___ ______ _ O,K. _____ Not O.K, ___ _ 

Road Courtesy __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Side - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ - -O.K. __ __ Not O.K. __ _ 
Speed _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Rear __ - - - - __ ______ . O.Ii. _ _ _ Not O.K. __ . 

Parking _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Identification Lights 
Backing ______ _______ ___ Front __ ____________ O,K. ____ Not O.K. ___ _ 

Rear ----- · __ ____ ___ o,K. __ __ Not O.K. ___ _ 
ANY VIOLATION OF THE LAWS IS AN AU- Flares __________ ______ (),K. __ __ Not O.K. ___ _ 

TOMATIC DRIVING Fuses ------ - -------- -0,K. ____ Not O.K. __ _ _ 
FJULU:6E. Flags ___ ________ _____ . O.K. ____ _ Not O.K. ___ . 
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The applicant should not attempt 

to take the written or or.al exam

ination, test 3, on the law of the 

road until he is familiar with the 

motor vehicle laws of this, state, 

and haR given the que&tio,ns on 

pag e 70 careful study. He is re

quired to pass the law test with a 

grade of 75% out of a pos·sible 

100% . The -law test consiS'ts of 

from 10 to 25 questions taken from 

the general examination questions. 

The applicant will be required to 
pass the vision test, teS't 4. The out
s ide vision test consists of reading 
road sign s of letters 6 inches in 
h e ight to a distance of 200 feet, 'Uld 
of reading warning and directional 
s igns ·while taking the road test. 
An additiona l vision test i!:1 given 
i n t he P,Xa.mining office, where the 
applicant is required to exhibit 50% 
vision with both eyes, or 60% vis
inn if the person has the USE" of 
one eye only. For the purpose of 
thi!" examination the .Snellen Chart 
is u s e d . An applicant wearing 
glasses to correct his vision to 50% 
is restricted to wearing gl:asees at 
all times while driving a motor 

vehicle. 

A Snellf-n C!Aart for testtng sharpnf'!'IM of 
\'lslon. If you pla~e thl11 miniature of the 
chart In good light at a distn.ncl' of 51 tnclw-. 
fro1n ;,'Our e~•ef!I, yow 11hou·ld, if y,our vlslon Is 
normal. be ~hie t.o read llne 8 with eitlwr 

When an applicant has passed .all 

the tests and has paid the required 
fee, a temporary driving permit 

and receipt, serially numbered, will 
be is-sued, upon which he may drive 
un t il the department can investi
gate his record and mail his license. 

PERSONS NOT TO BE LICENSED 
Section 5013.04, provides that the department shall not issue a license: 
1. To any person as an operator who is under the age of 16, except 

that a school p.ermit may be issued to a minor between the agea 

of 14 and 16. 
2. To n.ny person, a s a chauffeur, who is under the age of 11 yea.rs. 

PERSONS NOT REQUIRING LICENSE 13 

3. To any pers·on, aS' an operator or chauffeur, wllose licenee or driv
ing privilege has been suspended, during such suspension, to any 
person whose license, or driving privilege, has been revoked, untn 
the expi ration of one year after such revocation. 

4. To any person, as an oper,ator or chauffeur, who is an habitual 
drunkard or is addicted to the use of narcotic drugs. 

5. To any person, as an operator or chauffeur, who has previously 
been adjudged to be afflicted with or suffering from any mental 

disability or disease and who has not at the time of application 
been restored to competency by the methods provided by law. 

6. To any person, as an operator or chauffeur, who is required by 
this chapter to take an exam,ination unless such person shall have 
successfully pasS'ed such examination. 

7. To any person when the commissioner has good cause to believe 

that such person by reason of physical or mental disability would 
not be able to oper3,te a motor vehicle with safety upon the high
ways. 

PERSONS PERMITTED TO DRIVE ON STREETS AND 
HIGHWAYS IN THE STATE OF IOWA WHO ARE 

NOT REQUIRED TO BE LICENSED OPERATORS 

Any pe.rson operating a vehicle in the service of the United States 
Army, Navy or Marine Corps. 

Any person operating aniy ro .'.l.d machine, farm tractor or implement 

of husbandry temporarily oper ated or moved on the highway. Any non
residen,t !:Jixteen years old who h J.s in his possession an operator's license 

that is valid or good in .a nother state is permitted to operate as an opera
tor only (not as a chauffeur). 

A nonresident who is eighteen ye.ar s old whose home state does not 
require the licens·ing of operators may operate a motor• vehicle that is· 

licensed in his -home &late for a period not to exceed ninety days in any 
calendar year, but is not permitted to operate aniy other licensed vehicle 
without first passing th~ required examination for an operator's license 
in this 91:ate. 

A nonresident who is eighteen years old and who has in his immediate 
possession a valid chauffeur'S' license issued to him in his home state 
may operate in this state as an operator, but will be required to pa.s.e the 
exam1ination for an Iowa chauffeur'e licensQ if he accept■ employment as 
a chauffeur from an Iowa resident. 

A nonresident who is a licensed chauffeur in his home 11tate ma.y 
operate as a chauffeur in this state if he operates a vehicle licensed In 
his home state and operates for a nonresident owner. 5013.03. 
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RESTRICTED LICENSES 

OT ,"> ub o 
tor's License Div., .Dt-pt: of 

10tor vc•hicle law _viotation, a !- p 

FIRST· OF'FENSE .;._----------~•·0,1,n 
STAT:E OF IOWA . 

,. 

1!13!)~1\H l 
OPERATOlrs ~o. 

.• . ' . t 

1::x pin •:-: :111!y 5, 1941. 

01' I•: H.\'l'OJf'S . J~ 

:J NOT1CI..: :. .this sfo 
() 1wra tor's . Lic(:h,%• l)'i 

!> -motor ,:i·hfrlt•' law . viol 

~ F:r·, I :\' l l IH'f•' V\:~ Ii: 
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RESTRICTED LICENSES : Some licenses have re&t:rictions noted on 
them. The most common one is number 3, restricting the holder of the 
license to wear glasses to correct his vision to meet requirements. Num
ber 3A restricts the licensee to the operation of a motor vehicle during 
dayligb t hours only. Number 6 restrict& the licensee to the operation of 
a mote r vehicle equipped with a mechanical signalling device. Humber 
9 re, ~ricts the licensee to the operation of a motor vehicle equipped with a 
mechanical pedal controlling device. The school permit, issued to minon, 
14 to 16 years old to drive to and from school only, is another form ot 
;,•estricted license. Anyone failing to heed the restriction on his license 
is subject to fine or jail sentence and a possible suspension of his license. 
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SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF 
DRIVER'S LICENSES 

A driver's licen se g ives a person the privilege of using Iowa 's high-

ways only so long a s he does so safely. If he disobeys the motor vehicle 
law s of the s tate, or becomes physically incompetent to operate a mot o r 
v ehicle with safety, his license m :ay be taken away by the Commis sioner 
of P u blic Safety. There a t e some reasons for which t h e law says a li-

cense m ust be t a k en away. 

CONVICTION DEFINED. S ection 5014.08 sta tes "F o r the p u r pose 

ef this chapter the w.ord 'conviction' sh all mean a final conviction. Also 
for t he p u rpose of this chap ter a fo r fe iture of bail or collateral deposi t ed 
t o s ecure a d efenda nt's appear a n ce in cour t , which f or f e it u re has not b een 

vaca t ed , shall b e equ ivalent to a conv iction." 

Authority to Grant or R efuse Applications. The department eXiamines 

a n d d et ermines t h e genu ineness, regularity, and legality of every a p plica
tion fo r a n operator 's or a cha uffeu r' s licen se, a nd r e jects a n y su ch a p
plication if n ot satisfied of the g enuineness , regular ity or legality thereof. 

Permanent Records. The department files evel'y a p plica tion fo r a 

licem1e received by it .and mainta ins suitable indexes containing , in a l-

p h abetical or d er: 
1. All a pplications denied , and on each n oteg the reason f or such 

denia l. 

2. All a pplication s g r a n t ed . 
3. T he n a m e of every licensee w hos e license ha s bee n suspended or 

revoked by the d ep a r tment, a nd aft er su ch n a m e n ot es the rea s on 

for such action. 
The d epartm ent a lso f iles all a ccid en t repor t s and a bst racts of cour t 

recor d s of con v ict ions received by it under the laws of t h is state, and in 
connec tion therewith mainta in convenient r ecor ds or makes suita ble no
tations sh owing t h e conviction of such licensee and the t r affic acciden t s 
in w h ich he h as b een in v olved. These ,a r e readily ava ila ble for the con
sider ation of t h e department upon any application fo r ren ew a l o f license 

,and at other n ecessary t imes . 5013.24. (See next page. ) 

AUTHORITY TO CANCEL LICENSE 
Authority to Cancel License. The clep.ar tment is a uthor ized to cancel 

any oper
1
ator's or chauffeur 's licen se upon d eterminisg t h a t the licensee 

wa~ not entitled t o t he issuance thereof or that said licensee failed to g ive 

the required or correct inform ation in his application or committed any 

fraud in making such application. 5014.01. 

Conviction in Another State. The depar tment is authorized to suspen d 

or revoke the licen.se of any resident of thi s s tate upon r eceiv ing n otice 
of the conviction of such person in another state of a n offense therein 
which , if committed in this state, would be grounds for the smrpension 

or revocation of the license of an op er a t or or chauffeur. 5014.05. 

PERMANENT RECORD ENVELOPE 17 

I ' PEIIIIANENT RECORD 
et 

/ 6 -20 -,;q I 1~ 0 0 2 02 
........ u , 

b eof 
1 ~erator John Do e . Sr . 

I 

! ~ t 
/Typewrit<! or P r int Full Name ) 

dress ~ >; 0 h El m St. ' 

'- n·e s Uo i n. e s I o v;a 

DRIVER'S LICENSE RECORD INFIRMITIES 
Y11r l11u1d l9~q-4l 
Number ~QQ~Q~ 
R'enewal 

WARNINGS, ARRESTS, CONVICTIONS ACCIDENT RECORD 
Date Vlolatlon Dltposltlon Date Aco. No. 

7-]!=i-7;q Li.CJ'ht s Warnina c-2-:z;- 39 901 
8-1.0--i:q F a il to s u. " 8-2Q-~9 Stou Sil?n " 
q-12- -z; q Imu. Pass Swnmons 

IUIPENIIONI, REVOCATIONS, DENIALS CRO·U REFERENCES 
Cllar11 B11l-llnln1 Date Termlnatlen 

11 o_n_~"A h , ·n-1-~Q 7.-~l -An Tl"'lv. ll"j 1 A -

The a bove is a n illus tration of a permanent r ecor d envelope u sed in 

t he d r ive r's license department, in which are· placed the recor ds of eaoh 

driver who has ·been involved in an accident, has received a warning or 

a summons ticket fo r a traffic violation, or who,se oper ating privilege has 

been suspended, revoked or denied. The disposition of those cases wher• 

in the licensee wa-s· before t he cour t is noted ther eon. The permanent 

record system enables t h e d epartment to get an instant picture of any 

d'ri ver's p,as t r ecor d. The importance of keeping one's driving record 

clean i-s r eadily understandable. 
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Mandatory Revocation. 5014.09. The department shall forthwith re
voke the license of a n operator or chauffeur, or driving privilege, upon 
receiving a record of such -operat or's or chauffeur's conviction of any of . 
the following offenses , when such conviction has become final: 

1. Manslaughter resulting from the operation of a motor vehicle. 

2. Driving a m otor vehicle w hile under the influence of intoxicating 
liquor or a n arcotic drug; 

3. Any felony in t h e commission of which a motor vehicle is used; 

4. Failur e to stop and render aid a s required under the la ws of this 
state in the event of a motor vehicle accident resulting in the 
death or per sonal injury of another; 

5. Perjury or the making of a false affida vit or statement unde-r 
oath t o t h e department under this chapter or under any other 
law relating to the ow nership and operation of motor vehicle; 

6. Conviction, or forfeiture of bail not vacated, upon three charges 
of reckless drivi n g committed within a period of twelve months. 

AUTHORITY TO SUSPEND 
The depar t men t is a uthorized to sug,pend the license of an operator 

or chauffeur w ithou t preliminary hearing upon a showing by its records 
or other sufficient evidence tha,t the licensee: 

1. Has committed a n offense for which mandatory revocation is re-
quired upon conviction ; 

2. Is an habitually reckless or negHgent driver of a motor vehicle; 
3. Is an habitual v iolator of the traffic laws; 
4. Is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle; 
5. Has permitted an unlawful or fraudulent use of such license; or 
6. Has committed an offense in another stl'l.te which if committed 

in this state w ould be grounds for suspension or r evocation. 
5014.10. 

Notice and Hearing. Upon suspending the license of any person as 
hereinbefore authorized the department immediately notifies the licensee 
in writing, and upon his request affords him an opportunity f.or a hearing 
before the commissioner or his duly authorized agent as early as pra~
ticable within not to exceed twenty days after receipt of such request, 
in the county wher ein the licensee resides unless the department and 
the licensee agree that such hearing m~y be held :n some other county. 
Upon such hearing the commissioner or his duly authorized agent may 
administer .oaths and may issue subpoenas for the attendance of ~t
nessee and the production of relevant books and papers and may reqmre 
a re-examination of the licensee. Upon such hearing the department either 
rescinds its order of su spension or, good cause appearing therefor, ex
tends the suspension of such license or revokes such license. 5014.11. 

Period of Suspem.ion or Revocation. The depar tment shall not sus
pend a license for a per iod of more than one year and upon. revoking ~ 
license shall not in any event grant application for a new hcense until 
the expiration of on e year after such revocation. 5014.12. 

SIGNS, SIGNALS AND MARKINGS 19 

Driving While License Denied, Suspe.nded, or Revoked. Any person 
whose operator's or chauffeur's license, or drivin g privilege, has been 
denied, canceled, c;uspended or revoked as provided under the motor 
vehicle laws, and who drives any motor vehicle upon the highways of 
the state while such license or privilege is denied, canceled, sw,pended, 
or revoked, is guilty of a misdemeanor. Upon conviction he shall be 
punished by imprisonment for not less than t wo days or more than thirty 
days. The sentence imposed under this provision of the law shall not be 
suspended by the court, notwithstanding the provisions of section 3800 of 
the code or any other provision of statute. 5015.03. 

TRAFFIC SIGNS, SIGNALS, AND MARKINGS 
Sec. 5019.04. Local traffic-control devices. Loc~l authorities in their 

respective jurisdiction &hall place and maintain stlch traffic-control de
vices upon highways under their jurisdiction as they may deem necessary 
to indicate and to carry out the provision of thi s- chapte r or local traffic 
ordinances or to regulate, warn, or guide traffic. All such traffic-control 
devices hereafter erected shall conform to the stat e manual and speci
fications. 

Sec. 5019.05.Obedience to official traffic-control devices. No driver of 
a vehicle or motorman l f a street car s ha ll disobey the instructions· of 
any official traffic-control device pl.aced in .accordance with the provis
ions of this chapter, unleJs at the time otherwise d ir ected by a police 
officer. 

Sec. 5019.00. Traffic-control signal legend. Whenever traffic is con
trolled by traffic-control signals exhibiting the w ords "Go," "Caution" or 
"Stop" or exhibiting different colored lights successively one at a time 
the following colors only shall be used .and sa id t er ms and lights shall 
indicate as follows: 

Green alone or "Go". 
Vehicular traffic facing the signal may proceed straight through or 

turn right .or left unless a sign at such place prohibits either such turn. 
But vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles and to 
pedestrians lawfully within the intersection at the time such signal is 
exhibited. 

Pedestrians facing the sign.al may proceed across the roadway within 
.any marked or unmarked crosswalk. 

Yellow alone or "Caution" when shown following the green or "G.o" 
sig nal. 

Vehicular traffic facing the signal shall stop before entering the near
est crosswalk at the intersection, but if such stop cannot be made in safety 
a vehicle may be driven cautiously through the intersection. 

Pedestrians facing such signal are thereby advised that there is in
sufficient time to cross the roadway, and any pedestrian then starting to 
cross shall yield the right-of-way to all vehicles. 

Red alone or "Stop". 

Vehicular traffic facing the s ig nal shall stop before entering the near
est crosswalk .at an intersection or at such other point as may be indi
cated by a clearly visible line and shall remain standing v.ntil the green 
or "Go" is shown alone. 
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ACCIDENT REPORTS 21 

No pedestrian facing such signal shall enter the roadw.ay unless he 
oan do so safely and without interfering with any vehicular traffic. 

Red with green arrow. 
Vehicular traffic facing such signal may cautiously enter the intersec

tion only to make the movement indicated by such ~rrow but shall not 
interfere with other traffic or endanger pedestrians lawfully within a 
crosswalk. 

No pedestrian f.acing such sign.al shall enter the roadway unless he 
can do so safely and without interfering with any vehicular traffic. 

The motor man of any street car shall obey all the a bove sig nals as 
a pplicable to vehicles. 

5019.07 Flashing signals. Whenever flashing red or yellow signals 
a1·e used they ~hall r equire obedience by vehicular traffic as follows: 

1. Flashing red (Stop signal. When a red lens is illuminated by 
r.a p id inte rmittent flashes, drivers of vehicles sh.all stop before entering 
the n earest crosswalk at an intersectlon or at a limit line when marked 
'and t he 1·ight to p1·oceed sha ll be subjec:t to the rules applicable after 
m a king a s top at a stop' sign. 

2. Flashing yellow (Caution sign.al). When a yellow lens is illumin
a ted with rapid intermitte:q.t flashes, drivers of vehicles may proceed thru 
t}l c intersection or past such signal only with caution. 

oec. 5019.09. Interference with devices, signs, or signals. No person 
s a li vv it lwut lawful a uth or ity attempt to or in fact alter, deface, injure, 
k i:ock down, or remove ,any official traffic-controlled device or any rail-
1·.: ad sig n or signal or any inscription, shield, or insignia thereon, or any 
part thereof. 

ACCIDENTS 
Duty of Driver Involved in ,an Accident. The following sections of 

the Iowa Motor Vehicle Law state the duties of a driver involved in a 
automobile accident upon the highways of this state. 

Sec. 5020.01. Death or personal injuries. The driver of any vehicle in
v,olved in an ;accident resulting in injury to or death of any person shall 
immediately stop such vehicle at the scene .of such accident or as close 
thereto as possible but shall then forthwith return to ,and in every event 
sha'.ll remain at the scene of the accident until he has fulfilled the re
,qui r ements of section 5020.03. Every such stop shall be made without ob
.structing traffic more than is necessary. 

Any person failing to stop or to comply with said requirements under 
such circumstances shall upon conviction be punished by imprisonment 
for not less than thirty d.ays nor more than one year or by fine of not 
Jess than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

The commissioner shall rev.oke the operator's or chauffeur's license 
,of the person so convicted. 

Sec. 5020.00. Damage t.o vehicle. The driver of any vehicle involved 
in an accident resulting .only in damage to a vehicle which is driven or 
.attended by .any person shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene 
of such accident or as close ther·eto as possible but shall forthwith re-
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tur n to and in every event shall remain at the scene of such accident 
until he has fu lfiJled the requi rements of section 5020.li::S. b\ e1·y such stop 
s hall be made wi thout obst r ucting traffic more than is necessary. Any 
penion failing to stop or comply with said requirements under such cir
cumstances shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and punished as provided 
in section 5036.01. 

Sec. 5020.03. Information and aid. The driver of any vehicle involved 
in an accident l'esulting in injury to or death of any person or damage to 
any vehicle which is driven or attended by any pers~n shall_ giv~ _his 
name address and the regis t ra tion number of the vehicle he 1s dnvmg 
and ~hall upo;1 request and if available exhibit his operator's or chauf
feur's license to the person struck or the driver or occupant of or person 
attending any veh icle collided with and shall render to any person in
jured in s uch accident r easonable assistance including the carrying, ~r 
the m.aking of ana ng ements for the carrying, of such person to a physi
cian , surgeon or hospital for medical or surgical treatment if it is ap-_ 
parent that such treatment is necessar y or if such carrying is requested 
by the injured person. 

Sec. 5020.0l Striking m1att.ended vehicles. The driver of any vehicle 
which coliides with any ve hicle which is unattended shall immediately 
stop and shall then and there either locate and notify the operator or 
owner of su ch veh icle of the name and address of the driver and owner 
of the vehicle striking the unat tended vehicle or shall leave in a con
spicuous place in t he vehicle s t r uck .a written notice giving the name and 
address of the d1i ver a nd of the owner of the vehicle doing the striking 
.and a statement of the ci r cumstances thereof. 

Sec. 5020.05. Striking fixtures upnn a highway. The driver of any 
vehic le involved in an accident resulting only in damage to property 
legally u pon or adjtacen t to a highway shall take reasonable steps to 
locate and notify the owner or person in charge of such property of such 
fact and of his name and .address and of the registration number of the 
vehicle h e is dl'iYing a nd shall upon request and if available exhibit his 
oper•ator's or cha u fieur's license and shall make report .of such accident 
when and as 1·cquired in section 5020.06. 

Sec. 5020.0:i. Reporting accidents. The d~iver of ~ vehicle involved in 
an accident r esulting in injury to or death of any person or total property 
damage to an apparent extent of twenty-five dollars or more shall im
medi,ately a !: t e r su ch ,acc.i (:ent, report the accident, together with the said 
information, . __ t L e· 0 1i icc of some pe.3,ce officer as near as practicable to 
t h e place of injury or to the county atto rney or sheriff ,of the county in 
which said injury took place. A report shall be made by the peace officer 
to whom a report of an accident is made on duplicate forms furnished by 
the department, one o.f w hich shall be immediately forwarded by said 
p en.ce offi ce1· to the department. The par.ent or personal guardian ~f a 
minor driver may, if p r esent at the .accident, make the report reqmred 
b y this section. 
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Sec. 5020.07. Supplemental reports. The department may require .any 
•driver of a vehicle involved in an accident of which report must be made 
as provided in section 5020.06 to file supplemental reports whenever the 
•original report is insufficient in the opinion of the department and may 
r equire witnesses of .accidents to render reports to the department. 

Sec. 5020~08. Driver unable to report. Whenever the dr iver of a 
·vehicle is physically incapable of making a required accident repor t and 
thei·e was another occupant in the vehicle at the time of the accident cap
able of making a report, such occupant shall make or ca.use to be made 
.said report. 

Sec. 5020.11. Reports confidential-without prejudice. All accident re
ports shall be in writing and the written report shall be without preju
dice to the individual so reporting and shall be for the confidential use 
o f the department, except that upon the requ est of any_ person involved 
in an accident, or the .attorney for sue!::. person, the department shall dis
close the identity .of the person involved in the accident and his address. 
A written report filed ,vith the department shall not be admissible in or 
used in evidence in any civil case arising out of the facts on which the 
report is based. 

Sec. 5020.13. City ma~· require reports. Any incorporated city, town , 
or other municipality may by ordinance require that the driver of a 
vehicle involved in an accident shall also file with a designated city de
partment a rep.ort of such accident or .a copy of any report herein requir
ed to be filed with the department. AH such reports shall be for the con
fidential use of the city department and subject to the provisions of sec
tion 5020.11. 

Sec. 5020.14. Accidents in first class cities. Wh en the accident occurs 
within the corporate limits of any city of the first class, foe accident 
and all information in connection therewith , as required in this chapter, 
shall be reported at the office of the chief of police and when reported 
elsewhere shall ·not constitute .a complia nce with the provisions of this 
section. 

Accident report forms supplied by the D epartment to police depart
ments, sheriffs, and peace officers shall constitute a report ,as requ ire d by 
law when properly filled out. 

WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF AN ACCIDENT 

Stop and give 
aid to in1ured 

Give name. ada-ress 
"'9 ~h-ation number 
Show operators 
license if :requested. 

Report Accident 
promptly 

Only · Hit and Run Drivers Fail to Comply 'With These Requirements 

" 
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ACCIDENT LIABILITY 
Llablllty of Driver Involved in an Accident. The following sections of 

the law state the liabilities of a driver involved in an accident. 
Sec. t,021.01. Suspension of licenses. Whenever a final judgment is re

covered in ,any courit of record of this state in an action for damag.es for 
, injury to or death of a pers.on or for injui:y to p roperty caused by the 
operation or ownership oi any mot or vehicle on the highways of the state, 
and such judgment shall remain uns.atisfied and unstayed for a period of 
sixty days after "the entry thereof, a tr.anscript of such judgment duly 
authenticated may be filed with the commissioner and thereupon the 
commissioner shall forthwith susp.end the license, if any, of the judgment 
debtor or debtors, as the case may be, to operate a motor vehicle on the 
highways of the state and shall forthwith suspend the registration of any 
and every motor vehicle registered in the n ame of such judgment debtor 
or debtors, .and the commissioner shall forthwith notify such owner · or 
owners by registered mail of such cancellation and the owner or owners 
so notified shall immediately upon receipt of such notice surrender to the 
county treasurer all registration plates, so suspended, and such suspension 
shall not be removed nor such registration plates returned by the county 
treasurer nor shall a license to operate a motor vehicle thereafter be 
issued to such judgment debtor or debtors, nor shall a motor vehicle be 
r egister ed in the name .of such judgment debtor or debtors until proof 
that such judgment has been stayed, satisfied or otherwise discharged of 
r ecor d shall be filed with the county treasurer. 

Before taking action under Section 3021.01, the Department requiree 
the filing with the Commissioner of Public Safety a transcript of judg
ment together with a certification from the clerk of the coul't of rec.ord, 
setting forth t he amount and. date of the judgment, that the judgment 
was for damages resulting from an automobile -accident upon the high
ways of the State of Iowa. and that the judgment was unsatisfied for a 
peri.od to exceed sixty days. In filing the transcript of judgment and 
c.ertification, it expedites matters 1-o give the defendant's residence ad
dress, and the number of the vehicles registered in his name. The De
partment gives the defendant ten days in which to comply with the 
official notification of suspension, and if registration plates and ope'rat
o1·'s licenses have not been turned in within that period, a patrolman is 

detailed to pick up the same. 

Sec. 5021.02. Satisfaction of judgment. When five thousand dollars 
has been credited upon .any judgment or judgments, rendered in excess 
of that amount for personal injury to or the death of one person as the 
result of any one accident, or, when subject to the limit of five thousand 
dollars for each person, the sum of ten thousand dollars has been credited 
upon any judgments rendered in excess of that ,amount for personal injury 
to or the death of more than one person as a result of any one accident~ 
or, when one thousand dollars has been credited upon any judgment or 
judgment.ls, rendered in excess of that amount for damage to property as 
th.e re•ult of any o~ accident, resulting from the owne1·ship or operation 
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-of a mo~or vehicle by such judgment debtor,. or with his permission ex-· 
press or implied, then and in ·-such event such payments or payment shall 

·be d eemed a satisfaction of such judg ment or judgments for the purposes 
,of this section only. 

Whenever a judgment has been satisfied to meet the requirements of 
·section 5021.02, the Department requires the filing with the Commissioner 
of Public Safe ty a certification fr.om the court of record showing that the 
juclgment has been paid, or satisfied to such an extent as to meet the 
statutory requirements. Immediately upon receipt of the same, reinstate
ment will be in order.· 

Sec. 5021.03. Final judgment defined. No judgment shall be deemed 
final after an appeal from such judgment is perfec,ted and a supersedeas 
bond is executed, filed a nd approved .as provided in section 12858 of the 
code. 

Sec. 5021.04. Registi·at ion reinstat~d. If after registration has been 
suspended ,a judgment is satisfied or otherwise stayed or rendered non
final by the perfecting of an ~ppeal and by the execution, filing, and ap
prov,al of a supersede.as bond, the county treasurer shall reinstate and re-

.register such registrations so suspende·d, and shall forthwith return such 
registration plates so surrendered, .and the dep,artment shall return the 

•ope rator's or chauffeur's license so suspended. 

Sec. 5021.05. Operation during suspension. The ,operation of a motor 
vehicle on the highways of this state during a period of such suspen
son by any person whose privilege to operiate a motor vehicle in this l!l•tate 
,sh2-ll have been suspended under the provisions of sections 5021.01 and 

5021.02 shall constitute a misdemea nor, and upon conviction thereof, shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars, nor more than 
one hundred dollars. 

DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED 
Whoever, while in an in toxiGn.ted condition or under influence of nar

-cotic drugs, operates a motor vehicle upon the public highways of this 
state, shall, upon conviction or a plea of · guilty, be punished, for the first 
offense by a fine of not lass than three hundred dolliars nor more than 
one thousand dollars, or by im.prisonment in the county jail for a period 
of not to exceed one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment; for 
the second offense by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars, nor 
more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment in the penitentiary 
for .a period of not to exceed one year, or by both such fine and imprison
ment; ,and for a third offense by imprisonment in the penitentiary for a 
·pe:·iod not to exceed three yea.rs. Sec. 5022.02. 

Reckless Driving. Any person w,ho drives ,any motor vehicle in such 
.a manner as to indicate either ,a willful or wanton disregard for the safety 
•Of persons or property is guilty of reckless driving. 

Punishment. Every person convicted of reckless driving shall be pun
ished upon conviction by impr isonment for a pedod .of not more than 
thirty days, or by a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars, nor more 
than one hundred dolLars. 
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Sec. 5036.01. Penalties for misdemeanor. It is a misdemeanor for · 
any person to do any act forbidden or to f.ail to perform any act required · 
by any of the provisions of this chapter unless any such violation is by · 

this chapte r or other law of this state dedared to be a felony. Chapter 180 
shall have no application in the prosecution of offenses committed in vio
lation of this chapter. 

One careless second cannot be tumed back. 

Every person convicted of a misdemeanor f.or a violation of any of · 
the provisions of this chapter for whic.h another penalty is not provided 
shall be punished by ,a fine of not mo1·e than one hundred dolLars or by · 

imprisonment for not more than thirty days. 
Penalty for felony. Any person who is convicted of a violation of any · 

of the provisions of this chapter herein declared to constitute a felony · 
and for which another punishment is not otherwise provided, shall be 
punished by imprisonment for a term of not more than five years, or · 
by .a fine of not less than five hundred doBars nor more than five thou- · 
sand dollars, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 5036.02. 

Notice to appear. Whenever a person is arrested for any violation o! 
this chapter punishable as .a misdemeanor, such person may be immed- · 
iately taken before a magistrate, or the arresting officer may prepare in 
duplicate written notice to appear in court containing the name and ad
dress of such person, the registration number of his v.ehicle, if any, the 
offense charged, and the time when and place where such person shall . 
appe.ar in court. The place specified in said notice to appear must be 
before a magistI1ate within the township or county in which the offense · 
charged is alleged to have been committed and who has jurisdiction o! 

such offense. 5037.02. 
Promise to .appear. Before the arrested person may be released as, 

provided in previous paragraph, he must give his written promise so to· 
appear in court by signing in duplicate the written notice prepared by the 
arresting officer. The origin.al ::,f said notice shall be retained by said 
officer and the copy thereof delivered to the person arrested. There-· 
u:pen , said officer may release the person arrested from custody. 5037.03 .. 
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Violation of promise to appear. Any person wilfully violating his writ
ten promise to appear in court, given as provided in this chapter, is guilty 
of a misdemeanor, punis hable .as provided in section 5036.01 regardless of 
the disposition of the charge upon which he w as originally .arrested. 

A written promise to appear in court may be complied with by an 
appearance of counsel. :5037.04. 

Convictions to be rt-ported. Every magistrate or judge of a court not 
u t record and every clerk of a court of record shall keep a full record of 
every case in whi'ch .a person is charged with any violation of this chapter 
or of any other law regulating the operation of vehicles on highways. 

\Vithin ten days ,after the conviction or forfeiture of bail of a person 
upon a ' charge of violating any pr.ovision of this chapter or other law 
regulating the operation of vehicles on highways every said magistrate of 

the court or clerk of the court of record .or in which such conviction was 
had o r bail was forfeited shall prepare and immediately forward to the 
department .an abstract of the record of said court covering the case in 
which said person was .so convicted or forfeited bail, which abstract must 
be certified by the person so required to prepare the same to be true and 
correct. 

Said abstract must be made upon a form furnished by the department 
and shall include the name and address of the party charged, the regis
tration number of the vehicle involved, the nature of the .offense, the date 
of hearing, the plea, the judgment, or whether bail forfeited and the 
amount of the fine or forfeiture as the case may be. 

Every clerk of ,a court of record shall also forward a like report to 
the department upon the conviction of any person o'f manslaughter or 
other felony in the commission of which a vehicle was used. 

The failure, refusal, or neglect of any such officer to comply with any 
of the requirements of this section shall constitute misconduct in office 
and shall be grounds for removal therefrom. 

Th e dep.artm,ent shall keep all abstr,acts received hereunder at its 
11 :~ '· ~ ice and the same shall be open to public inspection during reason-
&.u ie business hours. 5037.08. 

SPEED RESTRICTIONS 
Sec. 5023.01. Speed restrictions. Any person driving a motor vehicle 

on a hig hway shall drive the sa me at .a careful .and prudent speed not 
greater tha1;;1 nor less than is reasonable and pToper, h aving due regard to 
the t raffic, surface and width of the highway and of .any other conditions 
then existing, and no person shall drive any vehicle upon a highway at 11 

speed greater than will per mit him to bring it to .a stop within the assured 
clear distance ahead, such d r iver having the ri ght to assume, however, 
that all persons using said highway will observe the law. 

The foll,)wing shall be the lawful speed except as hereinbefore or 
hereinafter mod.ified, and any speed ir. excess thereof shall be unlawful : 

1. Twenty ,!:iles per hour in any 'business or school district. 
2. Twenty-five rniles per hour in any residence district. 
3. Thirty-five miles per hour for any motor vehicle drawing another 

vehicle. 
4. Forty-five miles pe1 h,1ur in any suburban district. 
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BUSINESS 

SPEED LIMIT 
20-MILES 

DISTRICT 
See. IS0ZS.01 

SCHOOL 

SPEED LIMIT 
20-MILES 

DISTRIC1 
Sec. 502S.0l 

RESIDENCE 

SPEED 

LIMIT 
45 
Sec. 5028.01 
Sec. 5023.06 

SPEED LIMIT 
25-MILES 

DISTRICT 
See. IS0ZS.01 

SPEED 
LIMIT 
35 

Bee. IOIS.19 
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Sec. 5023.10. Minimum speed regulations. No person shall drive a 
motor vehicle at such slow speed as to impede or block the normal and 
reasonable movement of traffic except when reduced speed is necessary 
for safe operation or in compliance with laws. Peace officers are hereby 
authorized to enforce this provision by directions to drivers, and in the 
event of apparent wilful disobedience to this provision and refusal to 
comply with direction of an officer in accordance herewith the continued 
slow operation by .a driver shall be a misdemeanor, and be punished as 
provided in section ".>036.01. 

Sec. 5023.04. Control of vehicle. The person operating a motor vehicle 
or motorcycle shall have the same under control and shall reduce the 
speed to a reasonable and proper rate: 

1. When .approaching and passing a person walking in the traveled 
portion of the public highway. 

2. When approaching and passing an animal which is being led, rid
den or driven upon a public highway. 

3. When approaching and traversing .a crossing or intersection of 
public highways or a bridge, or a sharp turn, or a curve, or a steep des
cent, in a public highway. 

Sec 5023.06 Special restrictions. Whenever the state highway com
mission shall determine upon the basis of a:1 engineering .and traffic in
vestigation that any speed limit hereinbefore set forth is greater than is 
reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at any intersection 
or other place or upon any part of a highway, said commission shall de
termine and declare a reasonable and safe speed limit thereat which shall 
be effective when ,appropriate signs giving notice therof .are erected at 
such intersection or other place .o,r part of the highway. 

Sec. 5023.09. Local •authorities may, alter limits. Local autho1:ities in 
their respective jurisdiction may in their discretion authorize by ordin
ance µigher speeds than those stated in section 5023.01 upon through high
ways or upon highways or portions thereof which stop signs have been 
erected at the entrances thereto prov!ded signs are erected giving notice 
of the .authorized speed, but loc.al authorities shall not have authority to 
authorize by ordinance a speed in excess of fifty-five miles per hour. 

DRIVING ON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE ROADWAY, 
OVERTAKING AND PASSING 

Sec. 5024.01. Traveling on the right-hand s'ide. The ,operator of a motor 
vehicle, in cities .and towns, shall at all times travel on the right-hand 
side of the center of the street. 

Sec. 5024.02. Meeting and turning to right. Persons on horseback, or 
in vehicles, including motor vehicles, meeting each other on the public 
highway, shall give .one~half of the traveled way thereof by turning to the 
right. 

Sec. 5024.03. Overtaking a vehicle. The following rules shall govern 
the overtaking and passing of vehicles proceeding in the same directi r-:. , 
subject to those limitations, exceptions, and special rule ::, nereir.after 
~tated: 
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The driver of a vehicle ove1·taking ano ther vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction shall pass to the left thereof at a safe distance ,and shall 
not again drive to the right s ide of the roadway until safely clear of the 
overtaken vehicle. 

Except when overtaking and passing on the right is permitted, the 
driver of an overtaken vehicle shall g ive way to the right in favor of 
the overtaking vehicle on .audible signal and shall not increas e the speed 
of his vehicle until completely passed by the overtaking vehicle. 

Sec. 5024.06. Overtaking on the right. l'he driver of a vehicle may 
overtake and pass upon the right of another vehicle which ·s making or 
about to make a left turn. 

The driver of a vehicle may overtake and allowing sufficient clear
ance, pass another vehicle proceeding in the same direction either upon 
the left or upon the right on a roadway with unobstructed pavement of 

sufficient width for four or more lines of moving traffic when such move
ment can be made in safety. No pe1·son shall drive off the pavement or 
upon the shoulder of the roadway in ove1·taking or passing on the 
right. 

Ses. 5024.07. Limitations on oyertaking on the le ft. No vehicle shall 
be driven to the left of the center of the roadway in overtaking and p3.ss
ing another vehicle proceeding in th·e same direction unless such left side 
is clearly visible and is free of oncoming traffic for a sufficient distance 
ahead to pe1·mit such overtaking and passing to be completely made with
out inter fc l"ing with the safe operation of any vehicle approaching from 
the opposite direction or .any vehicle .overtaken. In every event the over
Laking vehicle must 1·c, urn t o the right-hand side of the roadway before 
coming within one hundred feet of any \·ehicle a pproaching from the 
opposite direction. 

The corrP<'t j uctgnH'!lt of speeds a.nd distan<'es Is ei,senti'al for safe driving . Thl11 
11ich1re shows a motorist a ttt>mptlng to pass another vehicle where he has ln
s11ff ident s1mc1· to pass and pull hacl, to the right hand side of the road before 
n1P~tin.i: oncornin~ v,~hit·h·~. 
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r 

I. 

RIGH 
Do not •attempt to pass on hills 

and CUl"Ves 

Sec. 5024.08. Prohibit,ed 
passing. No vehicle, shaH 
in overtaking and passing 
another vehicle or at any 
other time, be driven to 
the left side of the road
way under the following 
conditions: 

1. When approaching 
the crest of a grade or 
upon a curve in the high
way where the driver's 
view along the highway is 
obstructed for a distance 
of approximately seven 
hundred feet; 

2. W h e n approaching 
within one hundred feet of 
any narrow bridge, via
duct, or tunnel, when so 

sign posted, or when approaching within one hundred feet of or travers
ing any intersection or railroad grade crossing: 

3: Where ~ff~cial signs are in place directing that traffic keep to 
the right or a d1stmctive center line is marked, which distinctive line also 
s~ directs traffic .as declared in the sign manual adopted by the state 
highway commission. 

Sec. 5024.10. Roadway laned for truffle. A vehicle shall be driven as 
nearly .as practical entirely within a single lane and shall not be moved 
from such lane until the driver has first. ascertained that such movement 
can be made with safety. 

Upon .a roadway which is divided into three lanes .a vehicle shall not 
be driven in the center lane except when overtaking and passing another 
vehicle where the roadway is clearly visible and such center lane is clear 
of traffic within a safe distance, or in preparation for a left turn or 
where such center lane is at the time al-

located exclusively to traffic moving in 1111 I 
t.he direction the vehicle is proceeding I 111111, 
:~:c~:i:~n-posted to give notice of such llll l I ► 

Sec. 5024.11. Following too closely. The I 
driver of a motor vehicle shall not follow' 
another vehicle more closely than is rea
sonable and prudent, having due regard 
for the speed of such vehicles and the 
traffic upon and the condition of the 
highway. 
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Sec. 5025.01 Turning at intersections. The driver of a vehicle in

tending to tu rn at an intersection shall do as follows: 

Both the approach for a right turn and a right turn shall be made a .:; 

close as practica l to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway. 

Approach for a left turn shall be made in that portion .of the right 

half of the roadway nearest the center line thereof and after entering the 

intersection the left turn shall be made so as to depart from the inter

section to the right of the center line of the roadway being entered. 

I 

Approach for a left turn from a two-way street into a one-way street 

shall be made in that portion of the right half of the roadway nearest 

the center line thereof and by passing to the right of such center line 

where it enters the intersection. A left turn from a one-way street into 

a two-way sfreet shall be made by passing to the right of the center line 

of the street being ente1·ed upon leaving the intersection. 

Local authorities in their respective jurisdictions may cause markers, 
buttons, or signs to be placed within or adjacent to intersections and 
thereby require and direct that a differ ent course from that specified in 
this section be traveled by vehicles turning at an intersection, and when 
markers, buttons, or signs are so placed no driver of a vehicle shall turn 
a vehicle at an i11tersection other than as directed and required by such 
markers, buttons, or signs. 

Sec. 5025.02. Turning on curve or 

crest of grade. No vehicle shall be 

turned so as to proceed in the op

posite direction up.on any curve, or 

upon the approach to, or near the 

crest of a grade or hill, where such 

vehicle cannot be seen by the driver 

of any vehicle approaching from 

either di rection within fiye hundred 

feet. 

Sec. 5025.03. Starting parked ve

hicle. No person shall start a ve

hicle which is stopped, standing, or 

parked unless and until such move

ment can be made with reasonable 

safety. 

3 STEPS TO UNPARKINO 

(j) Ac~ 
LOOK TO :;-

. THE REAR · / 
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@ HOLDOUT 
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LEOAL LEFT TURN 

Sec. 5026.02. Turning left at intersection. The driver of a vehicle with
in .an intersection intending to turn to the left shall yield the right-of-way 
to any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction which is within 
the intersection or so close thereto as to c.onstitute an immediate hazard, 
but said driver having so yielded and having g iven a signal when and 
as required by this chapter, may make such left turn and the drivers of 
all other vehicles approaching the intersection from said opposite direc
tion shall yield the right-of-way to the vehicle making the left turn. 

See section :5025.01. 

I LLECAL 
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LECAL RIOHT TURN 

Turning at Int.ersections. The driver of a vehicle intending to turn 
right at an intersection shall do as follows: 

Both the approach for ,a right turn and the right turn shall be made 
as close .as practical to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway. Sec. 
5025.01. 
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Sec. 5025.04. When signal required. No person shall turn a vehicle 
from a direct course upon highway unless and until sue~ movement can 
be made with reasonable safety and then only after giving a clearly audi
ble signal by sounding the horn if .any pedestrian may be affected by such 
movement or after giving an appropriate signal in the manner herein
after provided in the event any other vehicle may be affected by such 
movement . 

Sec. 5025.05. Signal continuous. A signal of intention to turn r ight 
or left shall be given continuously during not less than the last one hun
d , Pd feet traveled by the vehicle before turnimg. 

UNIFORM HAND SIGNALS 

SLOW OR STOP LEFTTUBN RIGHT TURN 

Sec. 5025.08. Method of giving hand and ann signals. All signals here
in required which may be given by hand and arm shall when so given be 
.2'iven from the left side of the vehicle and the following mamier e.nd in
t er·pretation thereof is suggested: 

·1. Left turn-Hand and arm extended horizontally. 

2. Right turn-Hand and arm extended upward. 

3. Stop or decrease of speed-Hand and arm extended downward. 



36 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

RIGHT OF WAY 
Sec. 5026.01. Approaching or entering intersections. The drive; of a 

vehicle approaching an intersection shall yield the right-of-way to a ve
hicle which has entered the intersection from a different highway. 

When two vehicles enter an intersection from different highways at 
the same time the dri ver of the vehicle on the left shall yield the right
or w.ay to the vehicle on the right. 

The foregoing rules are modified at through highways and otherwise 
aa hereinafter stated in this chapter. 

Rl6MT-OF-J1/AY AT 
INTERSECTIONS. Nole 
~l,p//ve posifions of' 

C&rs_A_, _"_.nc1 __ c_,_o_.---r!---

: t 
I 

Tho you m,gy oe r,gnf 
fhe righf or .W&y IS 
nor 1VOrfh c11r;;wng 
trboul: 

When appr u.<tching an i ntC'1·i:;l' < lion reduce your speed so that you can 
stop in assured clear dista nce ahead, courteously yielding the 1right-of
way to other vehi ,~les t hat have entered the intersection before you, in
creasing your speed as your vision and right-of-way increases. Proper 
approach speed and d r iv ing within the law will reduce these accidents to 
a minimum. 
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Sec. 5026.05. Entering from private driveway. The driver of a vehicle 
.about to enter or cross a highway from a private road or driveway shall 
_yield the right-of-way to all vehicles approaching on said highway. 
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Sec. 5026.03. Entering through highways. The driver of a vehicle shall 
stop as required by this chpater .at the entrance to a through highway 
and shall yield the right-of-way to other vehicles which have entered the 
intersection from said through highway or which are approaching so 
closely on said through highway as to constitute a hazard, but said driver 
having so yielded may proceed cautiously and with due care enter said 

through highway. 

Sec. 5026.04. Entering stop intersection. The driver of a vehicle shall 
likewise stop in obedience to a stop sign as required herein at an inter
section where a stop sign is erected .at one or more entrances thereto 
although not a part of a through highway and shall proceed cautiously, 
yielding to vehicles not so obliged to stop which are within the intersec
tion or approaching so closely as to constitute a hazard, but may then 
proceed. 

Sec. 5026.06. Operation on ,approach of emergency vehicles. Upon the 
immediate approach of .an authorized emerg.ency vehicle, when the driver 
is giving audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the driver of 

every other vehicle shall vield the right-of-way and shall immediately 
drive to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to, the right-hand 
edge or curb of the highway clear of any intersection and shall stop and 
remain in such position until the authorized emergency vehicle has passed. 
except when otherwise directed by a police officer. 

Upon the approach of an authorized emergency vehicle, as above stat
ed, the motorman of every street car shall immediately stop such car clear 
of any intersection .and keep it in such position until the authorized 
emergency vehicle has passed, except when otherwise directed by a police 
officer. 

This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized 
emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety 
of a.n persons using the highway. 

39 

PEDESTRIANS RIGHTS AND DUTIES 
Sec. 5027.01. Pedestrians subject to signal. Pedestrians shall be sub

Ject to traffic-contr0l s ignals .at intersecti.o.ns as heretofore declared in 
this chapter, but at ,all other places pedestrians shall be accorded the 
privileges and shall be subject to the restrictions stated in sections 5027.03 

to 5027.(.17 inclusive. 
Sec. 5027.02 Pedestrians on left. Pedestrians shall at all times when 

walking on or along a highway walk on the left side of such hig hway. 

Wrong Right 

Statistics of the accident record division show that ped.estrians Nos. 
4 and 5 are much less likely to be involved in an accident and injured 
than pedestrian No. 3. In the above picture, pedestrian No. 3 is violating 
the law is not only endangering his own life, but also that of the driver 
and occupants of any vehicle which must necessarily pass him. 
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ec. 5027.00 Pedestriians' right-of-way. Where traffic-control signals 
are not in place or in operation the driver of a vehicle shall yield the 
right-of-way, slowing down or stopping if need be to so yield, to a pedes
trian c ro,ssing the roadway within any marked crosswalk or within any 
unm.arked crosswalk at an intersection, except as otherwise provided in 

t hi s chapter. 

Sec. 5027 .04. Crossing at other 
than crosswalk. Every pedes
tria n cr ossing a roadway at any 
point other than within a mark

e d crosswalk or within an u n
marked crosswalk at an inter-

ection shall yield the right-of
way to all vehicles upon the 
roadway. 

A n y pedestrian crossing a 
roadway at a point where a ped
estrian tunnel or overhead ped
estria n crossing has been pro
vided shall yield the right-of 
way to all vehicles upon the 

roadway. 

Where traffic-control signals are in operation at any place not an. 
intersection pedestrians shall not cross at any place except in a marked 

crosswalk. 

R eferred to in section 5027 .01. 

ec. 5027.05 Duty of driver. Notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
tion 5027.04 every driver of a vehicle shall exercise due care to avoid col
liding with any pedestrian upon any roadway and shall give warning by 
sounding the horn when necessary and shall exercise due care upon ob
serving any child or any confused or inca,pacitated person upon a road

way. 

Sec. 6027.06. Use of Crosswalks. Pedestrians shall move, whenever 
practicable, upon the right half of crosswalks. 

Referred to in section 5027.01. 

Sec. 5027.07. Pedestrians soliciting rides. No person shall stand in a. 
roa dway for the purpose of soliciting a ride from the driver of any pri

vate vehicle. 

Nothing in this section or this chapter shall be construed so as to 
prevent a ny peclestrian from standing on tha t portion of the highway or 
roadway , not ordinarily used for vehicular traffic, for the purpose of so
liciting a ride from the driver of _ any vehicle. 

Referred to in section ·5027.01. 
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5028.03. Stopping at street oars. The driver of a vehicle overtaking 
upon the right of any street car stopped or about to stop for the purpose 
of receiving or discharging any passenger shall stop such vehicle at least 
five feet to the rear of the nearest running board or do.or of such street 
car .and thereupon re1nain standing until all passengers have boarded 
such car or upon alighting have reached a pl,ace of safety, except that 
where a safety zone has been established .a vehicle need not be brought 
to a stop before passing any such street car but may proceed past such 
oar at ,a speed not greater than is ~easonable and proper and with due 
caution for the safety of pedestrians. 
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STREET CARS AND SAFETY ZONES 
Sec. 5028.01. Passing street ca - on left. The dri ver of a vehicle shall 

not overtake and pass upon the i t: .:': nor drive upon the left side of any 
s t reet car proceeding in the same direction, whether such street car is 
a ctually in motion or t emporal'ily at rest, except: 

1. When so d irected by a police officer; 

2. \Vhen u pon a oneway street; or 

3. When upon a street where th e tracks !:ire so located as to prevent 
complia n ce w ith this section. 

Sec. 5028.02. Oaution when passing. The driver of any vehicle when 
permitted t o overtake and pass u pon the le ft of a street car which has 
stopped f.or the pur pose of receiving or discharg ing any passenger shall 
reduce speed and may p r oceed only upon exercising due caution for ped
estrians and shall accord pedestrians the rig ht-of-way when required by 
other sections of this chapter. 

Sec. 5028.04. Driving on street ear tracks. The driver of any vehicle 
proceeding upon any street-car t rack in front of .a street oar upon a street 
shall remove such vehicle from the track as soon as practical after sig
nal from the operator of said street car. 

Sec. 5028.05 Driving in front of street oar. When ,a street car has 
s tart ed to cross an intersection, no driver of a vehicle shall drive u pon or 

· 1 oss the car tracks w ithin the intersec t ion in front of the street car. 

Sec. 5028.06. Driving through safety Zone. No veh icle sha ll a t any 

time be driven th rough or within a safety zone. 

SPECIAL STOPS REQUIRED 

Sec. 5029.01. Obedience to signal of train. Whenever ,any person driv
ing a vehicle approaches a railroad grade crossing and warning is given 

, by automatic signal or crossing gates or a flagman or otherwise of the 
immediate approach of a t r ain, the driver of such vehicle shall stop with
in fifty feet but not less than ten feet from the nearest track of such rail

road and shall not proceed until he can d0 so safely. 

The driver of a vehicle shall stop ;and remain standing and not tra
verse such a grade crossing when a crossing gate is lowered or when a 
human flagman gives or continues to give a signal of the approach or 

passage of a train. 

Sec. 5029.02. Stop at certain railroad crossings. The state highway 
commission is hereby authorize~ to designate particularly dangerous high
way grade crossings of railroads and to erect stop signs thereat. When 
such stop signs are erected the driver of any vehicle shall stop within 
fifty feet but not less than ten feet from the nearest track of such graEle 
crossing and shall proceed only upon exercising due care. 

,1 
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OVERTAKING AND PASSING A SCHOOL BUS 
Sec. 5032.01. Overta king and passing school bus. The driver of a ve

h icle upon '?- highw.ay outside of a business or residence district upon 
meeting or overtaking any school bus which has stopped on the highway 
shall come to a complete stop and then may proceed with due caution for 
t he safety of any children .an d in no event in excess of ten miles per hour 
in passin g such school bus. 

STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARI{ING 
ec. 5030.01. Stopping on traveled way. Upon any hig hway outside 

of a business or residence district no person shall stop, park, or leave 
s tanding any vehicle, whet h er attended or unattended, upon the paved or 
improved or main traveled part of the hig hway when it is practical to 
stop, piark , or so leave such vehicle off such part of said highway, but in 
eve1·y event .a clear and unobstructed width of at least twenty feet of 
such part of the highway opposite such standing vehicle shall be left for 
t he free passage of other vehicles and a clear view o,f such stopped ve

hicle be available from .a distance of two hundred feet in each direction 
upon such highway. 

'l'hl11 picture shows the pro1>er and safe manner of parking a vehicle along the highway. 

Sec. 5030.02. Disabled vehicle. Section 5030.01 shall not apply to the 
driver of any vehicle which is disabled wMle on the paved or improved or 
main traveled portion of .a highway in such manner and to such extent 
that it is impossible to avoid stopping and temporarily leaving such dis
abled vehicle in such position. 

Sec. 5030.03. Officers authorized to remove. Whenever any peace of
ficer finds a vehicle standing upon a highway in violation of any of the 
foreg,oing provisions of section 5030.01 and 5030.02 such officer is hereby 
authorized to move such vehicle, or require the driver or other person in 
charge of the vehicle to move the same, to a position off the paved or 
improved main traveled part ef such highw.ay. 
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Sec. 5030.04. Removed from bridge. Whenever any peace officer finds 
a vehicle unattended upon any bridge or causeway or in any tunnel where 
such vehicle constitutes an obstruction to traffic, such officer is hereby 
authorized to provide for the rem.ov,al of such vehicle to the nearest gar
age or othet place of safety. 

Sec. 5030.05. Stopping, standing, or parking. No person shall stop, 
stand, or pa rk .a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict with 
other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a police officer or 
traffic control device, in any of the following places: 

1. On a sidewalk; 
2. In front of a public or private driveway; 
3. Within an intersection; 
3. Within five feet of a fire hydrant; 
5. On a crosswalk; 
6. Within ten feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon, stop 

sign, or traffic-control signal located at the side of the roadway; 
7. Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within ten feet · 

of points on the curb immediately op-posite the ends of a safety zone, un
less any city or town indicates a different length by signs or markings; 

8. Within fifty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing, except 
when parked parallel with such rail and not exhibiting a red light; 

9. Within twenty feet of the driveway entrance to any fire station 
and on the side of a street opposite to the entrance to any fire station 
within seventy-five feet of said entrance when properly sign-posted. 

10. Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction when 
such stopping. standing, or parking would obstruct traffic; 

11. On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the 
edge or curb of a street; 

12. Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a highway out
side of cities or towns or within a highway tunnel; 

13. At .any pl,ace where official signs prohibit stopping, or parking. 

Sec. 5030.06. Moving other vehicle. No person shall move a vehicle 
not owned by such person into prohibited area or away from a curb 
such distance as is unlawful. 

Sec. 5030.07. Theatres, hotels and auditoriUDl8. A space of twenty
five feet is hereby reserved at the side of the street in front of any thea
ter, auditorium, hotel having more than twenty-five sleeping rooms, or 
other buildings where large assemblages of people are being ~eld, within 
which space, when clearly marked as such, no motor vehicle shall be left 
standing, parked, or stopped except in taking on or discharging passen
gers or freight, .and then only for such length of time as is necessary for 
such purpose. 

Sec. 5030.08. Parking -at ri~ht-hand ·curb. Except where angle or cen
ter parking is permitted by local ordinance every vehicle stopped or 
parked 11pon a roadway where there is an adjacent curb shall be so stop
ped or parked with the right-hand wheels of the vehicle parallel with and 
within eighteen inches of the right-hand curb. 
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MISCELLANEOUS RULES 
Sec. 5031.0l. Unattended motor vehicle. No person driving or in 

.charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand unattended without first 
stopping the engine, or when standing upon any perceptible grade with
out effectively se tting the brake thereon and turning the front wheels to 
the curb or side of the high,vay. 

Sec. 5031.02. Obstruction to driver's view. No person shall drive a 
vehicle when it is so loaded, or when there are in the front seat such 
number of persons , exceeding three, .as to obstruct the view of the driver 
to the front or sides of the vehicle or as to interfere with the driver's 
control over the driving mechanis;n of the v.ehicle. 

No passenger in a vehicle shall ride in such position as to interfere 
with the driver's view .a.head or to the sides, or to interfere with his con
trol over the driving mechanism of the vehicle. 

Overloading a car is not only illegal, you do not have freedom 
of ,action for proper control. See 5031.02. 

Sec. 5031.04. Coasting prohibited. The driver of any motor vehicle 
when traveling upon a down grade shall not coast with the gears of such 

vehicle in neutral. 

Sec. 5031.05. Disengaging clutch. The driver of ,a commercial motor 
vehicle when t raveling upon a down grade shall not coast with the clutch 

-cl isengaged. 

Sec. 5031.06. Following fire apparatus. The driver of any vehicle 
other than one on official business shall not follow any fire apparatus 
traveling in response to a fire alarm closer than five hundred feet or 
drive into or park such vehicle within the block where fire apparatus has 

.stopped in .answ.er to a fire alarm. 
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VEHICLE EQUIPMENT 
No person can be classified as a safe driver unless the vehic le he 

operates is roadworthy; that is, in good mechanical condition. Many ac
c idents on our highways are unavoidable, but records show that a large 
per cent o,f .accidents a re caused by improperly equipped vehicles. It is 
recommended that every driver have his vehicle checked regularly by a 

competent garage man. 
Sec. 5033.01. Soope and effect of regulations. It is a misdemeanor, 

punishable ,as provided in section 5036.01, for any person to drive or move 
or for the owner to cause or knowingly permit to be driven or moved on 
any highway any vehicle or com bi nation of vehicles which is in such un
safe condition as to end.anger any person, or which does not conta in those 
parts or is not at all times equipped with such lamps and other equip
ment in proper condition and adjustment as required by this chapter, or 

which is equipped in any manner in violation of this chapter. 
Sec. 50133.02. Upg~de pulls-Minimum speed. No motor vehicle or 

combination of vehicles, which cannot proceed u p a three per cent grade, 
on dry co~crete pavement, at a minimum speed o,f twenty miles per hour , 
shall be operated, after J ,anuary 1, 1938, upon the highways of this state. 

LIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
Proper lighting equipment plays an im portant part in th e highway 

safety program. The followin g sections refer lo proper lig hting equip-
ment : 

Wh en I'm drlvlni: at night, I won't mow• a foot unlPss both headlight!! 11rt> lighted. An 
a p11roachlng driver can't tell which ORe Is ont and I don't want him to guess wrong. 

Sec. 503:i.04. When lighted lamps rP-quired. 1. Every vehicle upon a 
hig hway within this state at any time from a half hour after sunset to a 
half hour before sunrise and at any other time when there is not suf
ficient light to render clearly discernible persons and vehicles on the 
highway at a distance of five hundred feet ahead shall displ,ay lighted 
lamps and illuminating devices as hereinafter respectively required for 
different classes of vehicles, subject to exceptions with respect to parked 
vehicles as hereinafter stated. 
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2. \Vhenever requirement is hereinafter declared .as to the distance 
from which certain Lamps and devices sh.all render objects visible or with
in which such lamps or devices shall be visible, said provisions shall ap
ply during the times f tated in subdivision one of this section upon a 
straight-level unlighted highway under normal atmospheric conditions un
less a different time or condition is expressly stated. 

Sec. 5033.05. Head lamps on motor vehicles. Every motor vehicle 
oth er t ha ;.1 a motorcycle shall be equipped with at least two head lamps 
with at least one on each s ide r,f the front of the motor vehicle which h ead 
lamps sh a ll comply with the requirements and limitations set forth in this 
chapter. 

Sec. 5033.06. Head lamps on m otorcycles. Every motorcyc le shall be 
equipped with at least one and not more than two head lamps which shall 
comply with the requirements a nd limitations of this chapter. 

Sec. 5033.07. R ear lamps and reflectors. Every motor vehicle and 
every vehicle which is being drawn ,at the end of a train of vehi cles shall 
be equipped with .a lighted rear lamp, exhibiting a red light plainly visible 
from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear. 

Sec. 5033.08. Illuminating plates. Either such rear lamp or a separ
ate Lamp shall be so constructed ,and placed as to illuminate with a white 
light the rear registration plate and render it clearly legible from a dis
tance of fifty fee t t o the rear. When the rear license plate is illuminated 
by an electric lamp other than the required rear lamp, said two lamps 
shall be turned on or off only by the same control switch at a ll times 
whenever head Lamps are lighted. 

Sec. 5033.09. Reflectors ,additional. Every new motor vehicle, trailer. 
or semitrailer hereafter sold and every commercial vehicle hereafter op
erated on a highway shall also carry at the rear, either as .a part of the 
rear lamp or separately, a red reflector meeting the requirements of this 
chapte r . 

Sec. 5()34.04. Lamps on p.arked vehicles. Whenever a vehicle is park
ed or stopped upon a roadway or shoulder adjacent thereto, outside of a 
business district whether attended or unattended during the times men
tioned in section '3033.04, such vehicle shall be equipped with one or more 
lamps which shall exhibit a white light on the roadway side visible from 
a distance of five hundred feet to the front of such vehicle and a red 
light visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear, except that 
local authorities may provide by ordinance or resolution that no lights 
need be displayed upon any such vehicle when stopped or parked in ac
cordance with local parking regulations upon a highway where there is 
sufficient light to reveal any per::on or object within .a distance of five 
hundred feet upon such , highway. Any lighted lamps upon a parked 
vehicle shall be depressed or dimmed. 

Sec. 5034.05. Exception. Section 5034.04 shall not. apply when an a c
cident extinguishes said light and renders a vehicle incapable of use, and 
when the person in control of the vehicle erects, at the earliest opportun 
ity after the accident, such proper light at or near the vehicle Ai- will g-iv~ 
warning of the presence of said vehicle. 
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Sec. 5034.06. Lamp on bicycles. Every bicycle shall be equip·ped with 
a lamp on the front exhibiting a white light, at the times specified in 
section 5033.04 visible from a distanee of at least three hundred feet to 
the front and with a lamp on the rear exhibiting a red light visible from 
a distance of three hundred feet to the rear; except that a red reflector 
meeting the requirements of this chapter may be used in lieu of a red 
light. 

Sec. 5034.07. Lamp on other vehicles and equipment. All vehicles in
-eluding animal-drawn vehicles and including those referred to in section 
5033.03 not hereinbefor e specifically required to be equipped with lamps 
shall at the times specified in section 5033.04 be equipped with at least 
one lighted lamp or lantern exhibiting ,a white light visible from a dis
tance of five hundred fe e t to the front o.f such vehicle and with a lamp 
,or lantern exhibiting a red light visible from .a distance of five hundred 
feet to the rear. 

Sec. 5034.11. Spot lamps. Any motor vehicle, except a private passen
ber vehicle, may be equipped with not to exceed one spot lamp .and every 
lighted spot l,amp shall be sa aimed and used on approaching another 
vehicle that no part of the high-intensity portion of the beam will be 
,directed to tlie left- of the prolong,ation of the extreme left side of the 
vehicle nor more than one hundred feet ahead of the vehicle. 

Sec. 5034.12. Auxiliary driving lamps. Any motor .vehicle may be 
equipped with not to exceed three auxiliary driving lamps mounted on 
the front at a height not less than twelve inches nor more than forty-two 
inches above the level surface upon which the vehicle stands, and every 
s uch auxiliary driving lamp or lamps shall meet the requirements and 
limitations set forth in this chapter. 

Sec. 5034.15. Cowl lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not 
more than two side cowl or fender lamps which shall emit an amber or 
white light without glare. 

Sec. 5034.16. Courtesy lamps. Any motor vehicle may be equipp·ed 
with not more than one running board courtesy lamp on each side there
·Of which shall emit a white light without glare. 

Sec. 5034.17'. B ack-up lttmps. Any motor vehicle may be equipped with 
.a back-up lamp either sepa.r.ately or in combination with another 1amp; 
except that no such back-up lamp shall be continuously lighted when the 
motor vehicle h, in forward motio,n. 

Sec. 5034.19. lligh lights. There shall be an uppermost distribution 
of light, or composite beam, so aimed and of such intensity as to reveal 
persons and vehicles .at a distance of at least three hundred fifty feet 
ahead for all conditions of loading. The maximum intensity of this upper
most distribution of light or composite beam one degree of arc or more 
above the horizontal level of the lamps when the vehicle is not loaded 
shall not exceed eight- thousand apparent candlepower, and at no other 
point :)f the dist~ibut_io~ of light or composite · be.am shall there be ,an in
tensity of IT!Ore .- than sev:enty-five thousand . appar~n~ . c~ndl.,E/powe~. 
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Sec. 5034.20. Low lights. There shall 
be ,a lowermost distribution of light, or 
composite beam, so aimed that: 

1. When the vehicle is not loaded, 
none of the high-intensity portion of the 
light which is directed to the left of the 

C prolongation of the extreme left side of z 
0 

~ 
the vehicle shall, at a distance of twenty-
five feet ahead, project higher than a 
level of ten inches below the level of the 
center of the lamp from which it comes. 
This requirement shall be deemed to 
a.void glare at all times regar dless of road 
·onditions and loading. 

2. When the vehicle is not loaded, 
nonP. of the high of the high-intensity 
portion of the light which is directed to 
the right of the prolongation of the ex
treme left side of the vehicle shall, at a 
distance of twenty-five feet ahead, pro
ject high er tha n a level of five inches be
low the level of the center of the lamp 
from '"·hich it comes. 

3. In no event shall any of the high
intensity of such lowermost distribution 
:>f light or composite be.am project higher 
than a level of forty-two inches above the 
level on which the vehicle stands at a 
distance of seventy-five or more feet 
ahead. 

Sec 5034.25. Duty to lower lights. 
Whenever the driver of a vehicle ap
proaches an oncoming vehicle within five 
hundred feet, such driver shall use a dis• 
tribution of light or composite beam so 
aimed that the glaring rays are not pro
jected into the eyes of the oncoming driv-

~ er, and in no case shall the high intensity 
. i:z::l portion which is projected to the left of 
; the prolongation of the extreme left side 

of the vehicle be aimed higher than the 
center of thP. lamp from which it comes 
at a distance of twenty-five feet, ahead , 
and in no case higher than a level of 
forty-two inches above the level upon 
which the vehicle stands at a distance of 
seventy-five feet ahead. 
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Sec. 50a4.21. Intermediate lights. Where one intermediate beam is 
p rnvided, the beam 0n th

0

P. left sid e of the road shall be in comformity 
with pa ragraph one _of section 5934.20 except when arranged in accord
u nee with the pra ctice specified in section 5034.23. · 

Sec. 5034.22. Mandatory requirement. All r oad lighting beams shall be 
::;o a imed a nd of sufficient intensity to reveal .a person or vehicle at a dis
t a n ce of a t lea st one hundred feet ahea d. 

Sec. 5034.23. Indicator lig·hts . All road lighting equipment manufac
tured a n d insfalled on .and after January first, 1938, shall be so arranged 
tha t whenever .any beam is used which is not in confo,rmity with para
graph one of section 5034.20, two white or yellow lights, one on each side 
of th e vehicle, visible to .an oncoming driver and to the driver of said ve
hi c le sha ll be lig hted, except that other suitable alternate means may be 
pl'ovided for indicating to the driver behind the light when such beams 
a l'e on. Indicator lig hts shall not be constructed otherwise than as requir
ed in this !:' ection. Beam indicator lights and front parking lights shall be 
so connected that neither of said lights shall be lighted when a beam is in 
use which conforms with paragraph one of section 5034.20. 

Sec. 5034.24. Use of multiple-beam road lighting equipment. When 
ever a motor vehicle is being operated on a roadway or shoulder adjacent 
thereto, du r ing the time specified in section 5033.04, the driver shall use a 
distribution of light, or composite beam, directed high enough and of 
sufficient intensity to r.eveal persons or vehicles at a safe distance in ad
vance of the vehicle, subject to requirements and limitations of section 
5034.25. 
Sec. 5034.26. Single-beam road lighting equipment. H eadlamps arranged 
to prcwide a sing le distribution of light not supplemented by auxiliary 
driving la mps should be permitted on motor vehicles manufactured and 
sold prior to July 1, 1938, in lieu of multip-le-beam road lighting equip
ment herein specified if the single distribution light complies with the 
following requirements and limitations. 

The headlamps shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded 
none of the high intensity portion of the light shall at a distance of 
twenty-five feet ahead project higher than a level of five inches below 
the level of the center of the la.mp from which it comes, and in no oase 
higher than forty-two inches above the level on which the vehicle stands 
at a distance of seventy-five feet ahead. 

The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons and vehicles at a 

distance of at least two hundred feet. 
Sec. 5034.27. Alternate roacf lighting · equipment. Any motor vehicle 

may be operated under the conditions specified in section 5033.04 when 
equipped with two lighted lamps upon the front thereof capable of re
vealing persons and objects seventy-five feet ahead in lieu of lamps re
quired in sections 5034.18 to 5034.23 inclusive, or sectiop 5034.26 provided, 
however, Ufat at no time shall it be operated at a speed in excess of 

twenty miles per hour. 
Sec. 5034.28. Number of driving lamps required or permitted. At all 

times specified in section 5033.04 at least two lighted lamps shall be dis
played, one on each side at the front of every motor vehicle except when 
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such vehicle is parked s ubject to 'the regulations governing lights on 
parked vehicles. 

Sec. 5034.29. Number of lamps lighted. Whenever a motor vehicle 
equipped with head lamps .as herein required is also equipped with any 
auxiliary Lamps or a spot lamp or any other lamp on the front thereof 
projecting beam of an intensity greater than three hundred candlepower, 
not more than a total of four of any such 19.mps on the front of a vehicle 
s hall be lighted a t any one time when upon a highw,ay. 

Sec. 5034.30. Special restrictions on lamps. Any lighted lamp or illum
inating device upon a motor vehicle other than head lamps, spot lamps, 
or auxiliary driving lamps which pl'Ojects a beam of light of ,an intensity 
greater than three hundred candlepower shall be so directed that no part 
of the beam will s tl'ike the level of the roadway on which the vehicle 
stands at a distance of mo1·e than seventy-five feet from the vehicle. 

Sec. 5034.31. Red light in front. No person shall drive or move any 
vehicle or equipment upon any highway with .any lamp or device thereon 
displaying a red light visible from directly in front thereof. This section 
shall not apply to authorized emergency vehicles. No person shall dis
play .any color of light other than red on the rear of any vehicle, except 
that stop lights may be red, yellow, or amber. 

Sec. 5004.32. Flashing lights. Flashing lights are prohibited on motor 
vehicles, except as a means for indicating a right or left turn, or inten
tion of stopping. 

Sec. 5034.39. Brake equipment. 
1. Every motor behicle other than a motorcycle, when operated up

on a highwa y shall be equipped with brakes adequate to control the move
ment of and to stop and hold such vehicle, including two separate means 
of ap p lying the brakes, each of which means shall be effective to apply 
the bra kes to at least two wheels. If these two separate m~.ans of apply
ing the b r akes are connected in any way, they shall be so constructed 
that failure of any one part of the operating mechanism shall not leave 
the motor vehicle without br.akes on at least two wheels. 

2. E very m otor cycle, and bicycle with motor attached, when operat
ed upon .a highway shall be equipped with at le,ast one brake, which may 
be opera ted by hand or foot. 

3. Every trailer or semitrailer of a g ross weight of three thousand 
pounds or more, and every trailer coach intended for use for human hab
itation, shall be equipped with brakes adequate to control the movement 
of and to stop and hold such vehicle, .and so d esigned as to be applied 
by the driver of the towing motor vehicle from its cab, and said brakes 
shall, after January 1, 1939, be so designed and connected that in c,ase 
of an accidental brea kawa y of the towed vehicle the brakes shall be au
tomatically applied. Every semitr,ailer of a gross weight of three thou
sand pounds or more shall be equipped with a separate auxiliary m .eans 
of .applying the brakes on the semitrailer from the cab of the towing ve
hicle. 

4. Every new motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailer hereafter sold in 
this state and operated upon the highways shall be equipped with service 
brakes upon all wheels of every such vehicle, except any motorcycle, and 
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except that .any trailer or semitrailer of less than three thousand pounds 
grnss weight need not be equipped with brakes. 

Sec. 5034.40 Performance •ability. 
1. The service brakes apon any motor vehicle or combination of mo

tor vehicles, when upon dry asphalt or concrete pavement surface free 
from loose material where the grade does not exceed 1% when traveling 
20 miles an hour shall be adequate: 

a. To stop such vehicle or vehicles having a gross weight of less 
than 5,000 pounds within a distance of 30 feet. 

b. To stop such vehicle or vehicles having a gross weight in excess 
of 5,000 pounds within a distance of 45 feet. 

2. Under the above conditions the hand br.ake shall be adequate t o 
hold such vehicle or vehicles station.ary on any grade upon which op
e rated. 

3. Under the above conditions the service briakes upon a motor ve
hicle equipped with two-wheel brakes only, and when permitted hereun
der, shall be adequate t o stop· the vehicle within a distance of forty-five 
feet and the hand brake adequate to stop the vehicle within a distance of 
fifty-five feet. 

1· All braking distances specified in this section shall ,apply to all 
vehicles mentioned, whether such vehicles are not loaded or are loaded 
to the maximum capacity permitted under this chapter. 

5. All brakes shall be maintained in good working order .and shall be 
so a djusted as to oper,ate as equally as practicable with respect to the 
wheels on opposite sides of the vehicle. 

SPEED ..u,oSTOPPING DISTANCES 
MIHS mr 
PER PER 

HOUR miu 
20 29 40H. 

27.•• 18ft 

30 44 73 fT. 
33ft 40ft 

115H. 

50 74 I 66FT. 
5 ft Ill h 

60 88 
66 t lbOft 

70 103 

2 26 FT. 

7 7 f t 218 Ft 
THINKING DISTANCE BRAKINCi DISTANCE 

/t,d•CQfq_<i Inv,= /naical~a fhu; a.Ill 

295n. 

DISTANCE REQUIRED FOR STOPPING 
The a bove chart is based on perfect bralces, under perfect road conditions . The dis 

t a nces indi cated do not t a l,e in to consideration any obstacles or conditi'ons that migh t 
in any w ay interfere witJh the dri ve r 's a bility to bring the vehicle to a safe stop; such a s 
wet or icy roadway , fog . rai n o r s now . The state traffi c law requires every motor vehicle 
operated upon the public hi'ghways to be equipped with brakes adequate to control the 
movement of, and to ~top and hold such vehicle. It is the driver's responsibility to main
tain such brakes in good wo rkin g orde r. ancl to so operate the vehicle that it will be under 
a bso lute contro l a t a ll tim es T he :i.t,i !ity to stop often determines the difference between 
l!'fe a nd death . or between inj ur y or damage a nd safety. 
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OTHER EQUIPMENT 
The law sets forth sever.al other specific requirements relative t& 

equipment, including: 

Horns and Warning Devices. Every motor vehicle when operated up
on a highway shall be equipped with a horn in good working order and 
capable of emitting sound audible under normal conditions from a dis
tance of not less than two hundred feet, but no horn or other warning 
device shall emit .an unrea$onably loud or harsh sound or a whistle. The 
driver of a motor vehicle shall when reasonably necessary to insure safe 
operation give audible warning with his horn but shall not otherwise use 
such horn when upon a highway. 5034.41. 

Mirrors. Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with a mirror so lo
cated :-:1.t to reflect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance of 
at least two hundred feet to the rear of such vehicle. Any motor vehicle 
so loaded, or towing another vehicle in such manner, as to obstruct the 
view with a rear view mirror located in the driver's compartment shall be 
equipped with a side mirror so located that the view to the rear will not 
be obstructed. 5034.46. 

Windshields Unobstructed. No person sh.all drive any motor vehicle 
equipped with a windshield which does not permit clear vision, or with 
any sign, poster, or other non-transparent mater ial upon the front wind
shield of any such vehkle other than a certificate or other paper required 
to be so displayed by law, which shall be displayed in the upper right-hand 
co rner. 5034.47. 

Windshield Wipers. The windshield on every motor vehiale shall be 
equipped with a device for cleaning rain , snow or other moisture from 
the windshield, v.rhich device shall be so constructed as to be controlled 
or operated by the driver of the vehicle. 5034.48. 

Restrictions as to tire equipment. Every solid rubber tire on a ve
hicle shall have !'ubber on its entire traction surface at least one inch 
thick above the edge of the flange of the entire periphery. No pneumatic 
tire shall be used on a motol' vehicle when such tire is worn to the ex
tent that more than two layers of fabric or cords are exposed on the en
tire traction surface. 5034.49. 

Safety glass. No person shall sell any new motor vehicle nor shall any 
motor vehicle, manuf.actured since July first, 1935, be . registered, or op
erated unless such vehicle is equipped with safety glass whenever glass is 
used in doors, windows, and windshields. Replacements of glass in doors, 
windows, or windshields shall be of safety glass. 5034.33. 
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GENERAL I:NTORMATION FOR CHAUFFEURS 
The following sections of the Iowa Motor Vehicle law pertain par

ticuarly to information with which every person operating a motor ve
hicle as a chauffeur must be thoroughly conversant, in addition to those 
sections alre.ady set forth for the regular driver. 

c· --- .... 
l1, CH.Al"l-'F.t:ncs U C:E~SE No~ 

0 

4, 

0 

State of Iowa, Dept. of Publil'.'. Saf ,ty 
NOTICE. This st, b to be torn off by the court and mailed to 

Opera or's License Div., Dept. of Pu blic Hafot;y , if cmwicted of a 
motor v'•hid{! law violation, as provide,! in Si;,c, 5014.07, Chapter 
2fJ1-l. ◄ 

FIRS'!' OF lPENSE 

l 

9 

4: 

0 

----- - ------ FOLD HF.RE -------- ----

/ 
J 

STATE OF IOWA 
1940 

_CHAUFFEUR'S No. 

JO::J.r DOE I , 
9L. 35J t. Elrn ve • . , ____ __ _ 

l • 

4 I DES. I.:OIITZ3 IO\\"A 
; " I .. l ,-.--=-,.------,---- - , -1--.~,-,.-. -7.-9-1 

0 t .. !!J.i.L-1~'."~~ . . m. Pata - - ... D- v . · 
111:..,, .. W l-'Mtht G: 5--06 . 

Signa lfff, _____ . (. . . 

The above described person is hereby licensed to operate a 
motor vehicle, s ubject to restri,ct ions on the rever$e s ide hereof, 

Expires Dec. 81, 1940. " Commissioner(,~fot_y.· 

------------- •'OLD HE:JUJ ------------

t 

4 

0 

CHAU}'}'El'R•S LICENSE No. 
State of Iowa, Dept. of Public Safety 

NOTICE. This s tub to be torn off by the court and mailed to 
Operator's License Div., De pt. of Publ ic Safety, if convicted of a 
motor vehicl t> law violation, as provided , in Sec. 5014.07, Cha ptt:r 
251~1. 

::- ECO ~D OFFEN SE. 

Sec. 5013.01. Operators and chauffeurs licensed. No person, except 
those h ereinafter expressly ex.empted shall drive a ny motor vehicle upon 
a highway in this state unless such person has a valid license as an oper
ator or chauffeur issued by the Department of F ublic Safety. No p.erson 
shall aper.ate a motor vehicle as a chauffeur unless he holds a valid chauf
feur's license. 

Sec. 5013.02. Chauffem·s exempted as operators. Any person holding 
a valid chauffeur's license h er eunder need not procure an oper.ator's 
license. 

Sec. 5013.15. Carried and exhibited. Every licensee shall have his 
operator' s or chauffeur's lic.ense in his immediate possession at all times 
when operating a motor vehicle and shall display the same, upon demand 
of a justice of peace, a peace officer, or a field deputy or examiner of the 
<lepartment. However, no person charged with violating this section shall 
be convicted if he produces in court within .a reasonable time, an oper
ator's or chauffeur's license theretofore issued to him and valid at the 
time of his arrest. 
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Sec. 5034.02. Color and mounting. No lig hting device or reflector. when 
m ounted on o-r near the front of any motor truck or traile r , shall dis
play any other color than white, yellow, or a mber ; provided that installa
tions heretofore in place and otherwise complying with the law may dis
play a green lig ht until replacements are made. 

No lighting device or reflector, wh en mounted on or near the rear o.f 
.any motor truck or trailer, shall display any other color than red, except 
that the stop light may be red, yellow, or amber. 

Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the pe rmanent stru cture of the 
veh icle in su ch manner as t o indicat; the extreme width of the vehicle 
-or its load . 

CLEARANCE AND IDENTIFICATION LIGHTS 

Sec. 5034.01. Kinds and plaC'ement of lights. Every motor truck and 
-every traile!' or semitrailer of oyer 3000 pounds gross weight, shall be 
-equipped with the following lighting devices and reflectors in addition 
to other requirerr.er.ts of this chapter, and such devices shall be lighted 
:at the times mentioned in section 5033.04. 

1. Every motor truck, whatever its size shall have the following : 
On each side, one reflector, at or near the rear ; and 
On the rear, two reflectors, one at each side. 

SIDE VIEW TRUCK 

R.V.M. D D 
RR 

SL 

rRONT REAR 



DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

KEY TO LIGHTING ILLUSTRATIONS 
AC Amber Clearance Lamps AR Amber Reflectors 
RC Red Clearance Lamps RR Red Reflectors 
AI Amber Identification Lamps H Head Lamps 
RI Red Identification Lamps T Tail Lamps 
AS Am her Side Lamps SL Stop Light 
RS Red Side Lamps R. V. M. Rear View Mirror 

2. Every motor truck, eighty inches or more in width, shall have the-
following in addition to the requirements of paragraph one: 

If thirty feet or less in overall length-
On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side; and 
On the rear, two clearance I.amps, one at each side; 

SIDE VIEW TRUCK 

R.V.M. 

FRONT REAR 
Motor Truck More than Eighty Inches in Width a .nd Less 

Than Thirty Feet in Overall Length 
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If more than thirty feet in overall length-
On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side; 
On each side, two side-marker !amps, one at or near the front, and 

one at or near the rear, and an additional reflector at or near the front; and 
On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side. 
5. Every motor truck or combination of motor truck and trailer hav

ing a length in excess of thirty feet or a width in excess of eighty inches 
shall be equipped with three identification lights on both front and rear. 
Each such group shall be evenly spaced not less than six nor more than 
twelve inches apart along a horizontal line near the top of the vehicle. 

smE VIEW TRUCK 

R.V.M. 

FRONT 
Motor Truck _More than Eighty Inches .in Width and More 

Than Thirty I◄'eet in Overall Length 

i?s 

/ 
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Tho following illustrations explain the lighting equipment i·equired 
for truck tractor and semitrailer corn binations. Refer to paragraphs 3 

and 4 of Sec. 5034.01. 

SIDE VIEW TRACTOR SIDE VIEW Tr" • " -q 

r--------7 
I I I ______ I 

I 1--,,.--_ -_ -_ -_ -_ ._,1-tnl I 

I 

r--------1 
I A.1 I 

Ac ....,-----=-..,...,,--..... -

I I RV.M 

I I 
I I 
LJ..,n ..... -_-",""-=~.L=....,i::::i~ra.--:......lll,...~J 

FRONT FRONT 
CAB NARROWER -TRAILER CAB WIDER - TRAILER 

AC AC 

FRONT FRONT 

RVM 

TRAILER WIDER - CAB TRAILER NARROWER-CAB 

REAR 
OF TRACTOR 

000 
I 

Rl Re 

REAR 
OF TRAILER 
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ADDITIONAL LIGHTING REQUIREMENTS 
Sec. 5033.10. Reflector requirements. Whenever a red reflector is re-

quired or permitted to be used in substitution of lamps upon a vehicle 
under any one of the provisions of this chapter, such reflector shall be 
mounted upon the vehicle at a height not to ~xceed forty-two inches nor
less than twenty-four inches abov€: the ~round upon which the vehicle 
stands, and every such reflector shall be so designed and maintained as 
-to be visible at night from all distances within five hundred feet to fifty 
.feet from suc h vehicle when directly in front of a motor vehicle display
:ing lawfully lig hted head lamp::; as provided in section 5034.19. 

Sec. 5034.03 Lamp or flag· on projecting loacJ. Whenever the load up
.on any vehicle extends to the rear four feet or more beyond the bed or 
·,body of such vehicle there shall be displayed at the extreme re.ar end of 
-the load, at the times specified in section 5033.04, a red light or lantern 
plainly vi s ible from a distance of at least five hundred feet to the sides 
.and rear. Tee r ed light or lantern required under this section shall be in 
,addition to the red rear light required upon every vehicle. At any other 
:time there ;;hall be displayed at the extreme rear end of such load a red 
:fLag or cloth not less than sixteen inches square. .:~~·1 

Sec. 5025.07. Signals hy hand and arm or signal device. The signals 
:herein required m1y be given either by means of the hand or arm or 
,other proper sig nal or signal device of a type .approved by the department, 
.provided, howe ver, that no motor vehicle complying with the laws of the 
;St;ate shall be required to display an electrically operated directional sig
;nal lamp. 

Sec. 5034.13. Signal lamps and signal devices. Every motor vehicle 
,,shall be equipped with a signal lamp or signal device which is so con
,structed and located on the vehicle as to give a signal of intention to 
fatop, which shall be red or yellow in color, which signal shall be plainly 
visible .and understandable in normal sunlight and at night from a dis-

itance of one hundred feet to the rear but shall · not project .a glaring or 
.dazzling light. 

Sec. 5034.14. Self-iUumination. All mechanical signal devices shali be 
,self-illuminated when in use at the times mentioned in section 5033.04. 
( One-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise and any other 
time objects .are not clearly visible for 800 feet.) 

Sec. 5034.49. Restrictions as to tire equipment. Every solid rubber tire 
,of a vehicle shall have rubber on its entire traction surface at least one 
·inch thick above the edge of the flange of the entire periphery. No pneu
matic tire shall be used on a motor vehicle when such tire is worn to the 

.extent -that more than two layers of fabric or cords are exposed on the 
,entiire tr.i:1,ction surface. 
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Sec. 5034.50. Metal tires prohibited. No person shall operate or move 
on any highway any motor vehicle, trailer, or semitrailel' having .any metal 
t ire in contact with the roadway. 

Sec. 5034.51. Projections on wheels. No ti r e on a vehicle moved on a 
highway sh.all have on its periphery ,any block, stud, flange, cleat, or 
s pike or any other protuberances of any material other than rubber which 
projects beyonu the tread of the traction surface of the tire, except that 
it shal! be permissible to use farm machinery with tires having protu
berances which will not injure the highw,ay, .and except also that it shall 
be permissible to use tire chains of reasonal proportions upon any ve
h icle wh en required fo1· safety because of snow, ice, or other conditions 
ten ding to cause a vehicle to skid. 

Sec. 5034.56. Trucks to c,arry flares. No person shall operate any 
attar truck upon a highway outside of a business or residence district at 
.any time from a half hour after sunset to a half hour before sunrise un
less there shall be carried in such vehicle a sufficient number of flares, 
not less than three, or electric lanterns or other signals capable .of con
tinuously producing three wa.rning lights e,ach visible from a distance of 
at least five hundred feet for a period of .at least eight hours, except that 
a motor vehicle transporting flammables may carry red reflectors in 
place of the other signals a.hove mentioned. 

Every such flare, lantern, signal, or reflector shall be of a type ap
proved by the commissioner and he shall publish lists o.f those devices 
which he h8!s approved as tldequate fo!' the purpose of this ~ection. 

Sec. 5034.59. Vehicles transporti.ng explosives. Any person operating 
a ny vehicle transporting .~my explosive as n. carg o or part of a cargo upo,n 

a highway shall at all times comply with the provisions of this section. 

Said vehicle ::;hall be marked or placarded on each side ,and the rear 
with the word "Explosives" in letters not less than eight inches high, or 
t here shall be displayed on the r e~.r of such vehicle a red flag not less 
than twenty-four inches square m.arked with the word "Danger" in white· 
letters s ix inches high. 

Every said vehicle shall be equipped with not less than two fire ex
tingui$hers, fiiled and ready for immediate u se, and placed at a conven
ient point on the vehicle so used. 

Other Sections Pertaining to Truck Equipment: 

Brakes Sec. 5034.39 Page 51 
Brake Performance Sec. 5034.40 P age 52 
Headlights, Etc. Sec. 5033.04 to 

Horns 
Safety Gl.ass 
Windshield Wipers 

5034.28, Inc . 
Sec. 5034.41 
Sec . 5034.'3~ 
Sec. 5034.48 

Pages 46-50, Inc. 
Page 53 
Page 53 
Page 53 
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Sec. 5035.09. Spilling loads on hig,hways. No vehicle shall be driven 
or moved on any highway unless such vehicle is so constructed or loaded 
as to prevent any of its load from dropping. sifting, leaking or otherwise 
escaping therefrom, except th.at sand may be dropped for the purpose of 
::=ecui-ing traction, or water or other substance may be sprinkled on a road
way in cleaning or maintaining such roadway. 

Sec. 5035.10. Trailers and towed Yehicles. When one vehicle is towing 
a nother the drawbar or other connection shall not exceed fifteen feet from 
one vehicle to the other except the connection between any two vehicles 
transporting poles, pipe, m.achinery or other objects of structural nature 
which cannot be readily dismembered. 

Sec. 5035.ll. Drawbars and safety chains. When one vehicle is tow
ing or pulling another vehicle the drawbar or other connection shall be of 
sufficient strength to pull all weight towed thereby and shall be fastened 
to the frame of the towing vehicle in such manner as to prevent sidesway, 
and in addition to such principal connection there shall be a safety chain 
which shall be fastened as to be capable of holding the towed vehicle 
s hq.ulct the principal connection for any reason fail. 

The connectio!'l between .a truck tractor and a semitrailer with a gross 
weight of three thousand pounds or more shall be of a type approved by 
the commissioner, and the commissioner is hereby given authority to ap
prove or disapprove such types of connection submitted to him. 

Sec. 5035.12. Maximum load. The total maximum load on any one 
wheel of any vehicle, including the weight of the vehicle and the load it 
ca1Ties, shall be four tons for vehicles equipped with pneumatic tires or 
three and one-half tons for vehicles equipped with solid rubber tires, pro
vided the total maximum weight of any vehicle or combination of vehicles 
and load shall not in any event exceed twelve tons plus four hundred fifty 
pounds for each foot, or fr.action thereof, .of distance between the front 
and rear axles of the vehicle or first and last axles of a combination of 
vehicles. Two or more wheels on the same end of a given axle shall be 
considered as one wheel. 

Sec. 5035.13. Investigation as t,o safety. The commissioner upon reg
istering any vehicle under the I.a ws of this state which vehicle is designed 
and used primarily for the transportation of property or f.or the transpor
tation of ten or more persons, may require such information and may 
make such investigation or test as necessary to enable him to determine 
whether such vehicle may safely be operated upon the highways in com
pliance with · all the provisions of this chapter. He shall register every 
c: uch vehicle for a permissible gross weight not exceeding the limitations 
set forth in this chapter. Every such vehicle shall meet the following re• 
quirements: 

1. It shall be equipped with brakes as required in section 5034.39 and 
5034.40. 

2. Every motor vehicle to be operated outside of business and resi 
dence districts shall have motive power adequate to propel at a reason.Q.?:;~t: 
speed such vehicle and any load thereon or to be drawn thereby. 
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Sec. G035.14. Weighing vehicles and removal of excess. Any peace of
fice t· having reason to believe that the weight of a vehicle and load is un
lawful is .authorized to require the driver to stop and submit to a weigh
ing 0£ the s.ame either by means of portable or stationary scales and m,ay 
r equire that such vehicle be driven to the nearest public scales. 

Whenever an officer upon w.eighing a vehicle and load, as above pro
vided , dete rmines that the weight is unlawful, such officer may require 
the driver t o stop the vehicle in a suitable place and remain standing 
unt il such por tion of the lo.ad is removed .as may be neces sary to reduce 
t he gross weig ht of such vehicle to such limit as permitted under this 
cha.pte r. All m a t erial so unloaded sh3.ll be oared for by the owner or 
ope rato.r of su ch vehicle at the risk of such owner or operator. 

A ny d r iver of a vehicle who fails or r efuses to stop and submit the 
vehicle and lo.ad to a weighing, or who fails or refuses when directed by 

a n officer u pon a weighing of the vehicle to stop the vehicle and other
wise comply with the provisions of this section, shall be g uilty of a mis 
dem e~11or a nd punis hed as provided in section 5036.01. 

Sec. 5035.15. Loading cap.acity. An increased g r oss weight r egistratton 
may be obtained for any vehicle by payment of the difference between the 
a nnua l fee : or the hig her gross weight and the amount of the fee for the 
g ross weight a t which it is registered. It shall be unlawful for any person 
to operate a motor truck, trailer, truck tractor, road tractor, semitr ailer or 
combination the raof, on the public highways with a gross weight exceed
ing that for which it is registered by more than five percent of the gross 
w eight for which it is registered, provided, however, that any vehicle or 
ve h icle combination referred to herein, while carrying a load of raw farm 
products, soil fertilizers, including ground limestone, _raw dairy products 
or livestock, live poultry, eggs, m a y be operated with a gross weight of 
twenty-five percent in excess of the gross weight for which it is registered. 

Effective D ecember 31, 1939, 48GA, chapter 135, section 22. 

Sec. 5035.lG. Permits for excess siz-e and welgh'·. The state highway 
com mission ,vith r esp ect to hig hwa y::, under its jurisdiction and local au
thorities with r espect t o highways u nder their jurisdiction may, in their 
d isc retion, upon application in writing and gooci. cause being shown there
for, issue a special permit in writing .authorizing the applicant to operate 
o r move for a distance not exceeding 1:wenty-five miles a vehicle or com
bination of vehicles of a size or weight of vehicle or load exceeding the 
maxim um specified in this chapter or otherwise not in conformity with 
tr.e provisions of this chapter upon .any highway under the_ jurisdiction 
of the party g r2.nting such permit and for the maintenance of which said 
party is res ponsible, pro,•id.ed, however, that the state highway commis
~io n Ol' such loc9.J authorities may in their discretion issue a special per
mit ror the movement of road constructi0a machinery .and equipment for 
a dist3.nce exceeding twenty-five miles if such machinery and equipment 
is to be used upon construction projects within the State of Iowa, or is 
manufactured within the state of Iowa, and the weight of such machin
ery and equipment so rn.oved, .exclusive of vehicle, does not exceed forty 
thousand pounds. 
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Sec. 5035.18. Issuance. The state highway commiss ion or locul auth
ority is a uthorized to i.ssue or withhold such p ermit at its discretion ; o r ,. 
if suc 'b.. pe1·mit is issued, to limit the number of tl'ips, or to est3.bl;sh sea
son.al or other time limitations within which the vehicle described may 
be operated on the hig hw2.ys indicated, or otherwise to limit or prescribe· 
conditions of oper ation of such vehicle or vehicles, when n ecessary to 
as sure against undue da mag e to t h e r oad foundations , surafc es or struc-· 
tu:·es, and may r equL·e such undert'.::l.king or other securi ~y .as may be· 
dcemeJ n eccssa1y to compen sat e fo r any inju ry t o a ny r oadway o r ro a d 
~tructure. 

Sec. 5035.19. Carried in vehicle. Every such permit sh.all be carried in 
the vehicle or combina tion of vehicles to which it refern a nd shall be 
ope,. to inspection b:y any p e'.l.ce office r or ,authorized age 1t of any a u
thority granting s u ch permit, and no person shall violate a ny of t he t erms 
or conditions of such special permit. 

Sec. 5035.20. Local authOl'ities may restr~ct . Local a u thol'i t ie~ with 
respect to highways under their jur isdiction may by ordinance or resolu
tion proh ibit the operation of vehicles upon any such highw,ay or impose· 
r estrictions ,as to the w.eight of vehicles to be operated upon any such 
hig hway, for a total period of not to exceed ninety days in any one ca len
dar year, whenever ,any said highway by re r.1.s on of deter ioration, r,ain ,. 
s now, or other climg,tic conditions will be seriously dam aged or d.estroyed 
unless the use of vehicles thereon is prnhibited or the permissible weights 
t her eof reduced. 

Sec. 5035.21 Sign posted. The local author ity enacting any such ordi 
nance or 1·esolution shall erect or cause to be erected and m a intained 
s ig ns desig nating the provisions of the ordinance or r esolution at each 
end of that portion of any highway affected thereby, and the ordinance 
o r r esolutio~1 shall not be effect ive unless and until such signs a1·e erected 
a nd m,aintained. 

Sec. 5035.22. Limiting trucks. L ocal a utl10,rities with resp ect to hi gh
ways under their jurisdiction rr..ay also, by ordinance or resolution, p ro-
hibi t the operation of trucks or other commercial vehicles, or may impose 
limitation::; as to the weight thereof, on designated highways, which pro
habitions .and limitations shall be designed by appropriate signs placed 
on such highways. 

Sec. 5035.23. Highway commission may restrict. The st a te hi g hway 
c:ommission shall likewise have au t hority .as hereinabove granted to, 

local authorities to determine by 

THIS HIGHWAY 

CLOSE □ 
FOR·LOADS·OVIR·4·TON 

VEHICLES INCLUDE□ 
HIGHWAY COMMISSION 

resolution and to impos·e restric

tions as to the weight of vehicles 
aperated upon any highway under· 
the jurisdiction. of said commission 
and such restric t ions shall be effec
tive when signs giving notice the r e
of .are erected upon the hiphway or 
portion of any highway affected by 
such r esolution. 
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Sec. 5024.12. S1,acing in com:oys. The driver of any motor truck, or 
,of a motor vehicle drawing another vehicle, when traveling upon a road
w,ay outside of' a b-l!lsiness or residence district shall not follow within 
three hundred feet of another motor truck, or of a motor vehicle drawing 
another vehicle. The provisions of this section shall not be construed to 
prevent overtaking and passing nor shall the same apply upon any lane 
:Specially designed for use by motor trucks. 

~ @@ I ~-®--
W RONG 

I G HT 
SPECIAL TRUCK ROAD LAWS 

No truck shall, after January 1, 1939, pull or tow any four-wheeled 
trailer, and no semitrailer shall pull or tow any additional trailer over 
any of the highways of this state, except in case of temporary movement 
for repair or emerg.ency, and then only to the nearest town or city where 
the necessary repairs may be made. 5024.14. 

TRUCI< OR 
SEMI-TRAILER 

TRUCK SPEED LIMITS 

FOUR 
WHEELED 
TRAILER 

Section 5023.02. Truck peed limits. It shall be unlawful for the driv
er of a freight-carrying vehicle, with a gross weight of over five thousand 
pounds, to drive the same at a speed exceeding the following : 

1. Forty miles per hour for any freight-carrying vehicle which is 
equipped with pneumatic tires. 

2. Twenty miles per hour for any freight-carrying vehicle equipped 
with solid rubber tires, if the weig1ht of the vehicle and lo.ad is less than 
six tons, and twelve miles pe-r hour for any freight-carrying vehicle equip
ped with solid rubber tires, if the weight of the vehicle and load is more 
than six tons. Section 5023.01. Speed restrictions. 

3. Thirty-five miles per hour for any motor vehicle drawing another 
vehicle. 

f'PECIAL FOR SCHOOL BUS 

SPECIAL INFORMATION FOR SCHOOL BUS 
CHAUFFEURS 
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Sec. 5029.03. Certain vehicles must . stop. The driver of any motor 
vehicle carrying passengers for hire, or of any school bus carrying any 
school child, or of any vehicle carrying explosive substances or flammable 
liquids as a cargo or part of a cargo, before crossing at grade any track 
or tracks of a railroad, shall stop such vehicle within fifty feet but not 
less than ten feet from the nearest r.ail of such railroad and while so 
stopped shall listen and look in both directions along such track for any 
approaching train, and for signals indicating the approach of a train, ex
cept as hereinafter provided, and shall not proceed until he can do so 
safely. 

No stop need be made at any such crossing where a police officer or 
a traffic-control sign.al directs the traffic to proceed. 

This section shall not apply at street railway grade crossings within a 
business or residence district. · 

Sec. 5032.0il. Overtaking and p,assing school bus. The driver of a ve
h icle upon a highway outside of ,a business or residence district upon 
meeting or overtaking any school bus which has stopped on the highway 
shall come to a complete stop and then ·may proceed with due caution for 
the safety of any children and in no even t in exce s of ten miles per hour 
in passing such school bus. 
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Sec. 5032.02. Required constn1ction. Every school bus, except private 
p asse n o-er vehicles u sed as school buses, shall .after September 1, 1939, be 
<Co n s tructed and equip-pe-d as follows: 

1. It shall be painted a lemon yellow color for the b ody, with the 
fenders in black. 

2. Th ere shall be but one compartment. 

3. 

4. 

3. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

1() 

11. 

A d oor or doo 1·s at le.a:s t twenty-four inches wide and fo :·t y-e ight 
inches hig h , the lower p.a.nels of which shall be composed of sa.fety 
gJ.a s, sh.all be placed at the front, right-hand side opposite t he 
drive r . 

Th e fro nt door or doors shall be u nder the control of and op
ernt cd by the driver. 

There sh"' ll be an emergency door in the rear, at leas t twenty
inches wide and forty-eight inches high, pro·.•: dcd w ith a n en.sil, 
operate d sa fety-catch not controlled from the d l"i vcr 's seat bt;t 
protected from accidental release. 

The re shall be ample windows on both sides and ends. 

There shall be ample roof ventilators. 

It shall be heated either with hot water radi.ator heate r s or hot 
air heHte1·s. The hot air he,aters to be iron pipes with all screw 
connec: ion · .and and guarded by o~e-half i:::1ch meshi Y.J g wire, t 1ree
fourth inches from the heatin g elerl". ent which is located in bus 
body. 

There shall be a comfortable seat for each pupil. 

The fuel tank shall be loce.ted. Eilled, d 1·,ained. and vent~o out!'!Jd4' 
of the bus body. 

Bumpers both front and rear s h a ll be fastened direc t ly to t .e 
chassis. 

12. *Every school bus shall be,a.r thereon , both front and re3.l', a sign 
with the words ;'School Bus" in blac.k lettP.rg .at least six inche~ 

high, on a lemon-yellow ba.ck ground. Af t c1· September 1, 1941, all 
school busses shall be equipped with an additional stop signal with 
the word "Stop" printed on• both sides in black letters at leo.st fiv~ 
inches h~gh on a lemon-yellow background. Such signal shall be 
-at least twenty inch es long .and shall be manually controlled by 
the operator of the £chool bus so as to be cl e.arly visible from both 
front and rear when ext~nded from the left of the body of the bus . 
and shall be displayed only when passengers ar·e being received or 
di :::: charged from the bus. When such vehicle is not in use as 
a school bus, the sign::; with the wor·ds "School Bus" shall be re-
moved or covered. 

Wl1en p,assenge:· cars .:~ r e u s ed as school busses, the s,:i.,me will apply 
except that it is not necessa1·y for them t o be equipped with the manually 
controlled "Stop" signal. 

*The time extended to September 1, 194.1, provided that one-half or 
more of the bt1;:,~es u sed by any school district for the transportation of 
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children to and from school on September 1, 1939, are constructed and 
equipped as required . 

Sec. 5032.03. Front entrance used. All pupils shall be received and 
discharged from the front, rig-ht-hand entrance of every school bus, and 
if necessary for said pupils to cross the highway, they shall be required 
by the driver to pass in front of the bus and stop and look in both di
rections before so crossing ~nd the driver shall not start the vehicle until 
he has seen that such pupils have safe y crossed the highway. 

5032.04. Dl'ivers. No person u n d er sixteen years of age or who is 
physically or mentally incompetent s!-iall be employed to drive a school 
bus, nor shall ,any person be so employed whose personal habits or moral 

condu ct would be d e t :·imenta l to th P. best inte res t s, safety, and welfa re of 
the children transported. Use of .alcoholic beverages or immor al con
duct on the par t of a d r iver shall autc-:natic.ally cancel his contract and 
hi s re-employment fo r the rema in d er of the school year is hereby pro-

. hibited. Any school bo3. rd m.qy conb·act with the driver of any school 

bus for a period of three ye.a.rs. 

Sec. 5032.05. License and w1·itte n permission. The driver of every 
motor vehicle in use as a school bus shall have a regular chauffeur's li
cense isrned by the department of public safety and, in addition thereto, 
each s uch driver shall secure pe1·m ission in writing si.gned by the presi
dent and secretary of the bo,ard of the school district for which he serves, 
an d made .a part of the minutes of said bo.ard; except that in the case 
of a driver under the a g e o,f eighteen only a limited chauffeur's license 
may be issued, which lim ited license shall b e valid fo r the purpose only 
of operating a motor vehicle to tr.ansport pupils to and from school. Such 

limited li cense shall be valid for the school year beginning July 1 and 
ending Ju:1e 30, and shall be issued under the same requirements, except 
a.s to age, as apply to- the issuance of regular chauffeur's licenses to those 
eig hteen years of age or over. 

Sec. 50i'32.0S. Speed. No motor vehicle in use as a school bus shall be 
operated at a speed in excess of thirty-five miles per hour. Any viola
tio:1 of t h is section by a driver, shall be deemed sufficient cause for can
cella tion of his cnntract. 

Sec. 5032.07. Ap,plioability. The provisions of section 3032.02 t o 5032.09• 

inclus ive, shall apply to any and all types of school districts where chil
d ren a!'e tr:1n ~porbd to and from public schools. 

Sec. 5'.l82.08. Yiol,::1 tions. No school board, individual, or organization 
shall purch<t~e, construct, or contract fo r u se, to transport pupils to or 
from school any school bus which does not c_omply with the minimum 
requirements of sections 5032.02 and 5032.03 and any individual, or any 
membf.r or officer of such board or organiz.ation who authorizes the pur
chase, constr uction , or contract for any such bus not complying with 
these minimum requirements shall be g uilty of a misdemeanm· punishable 
as provided in section 5036.01. 

Sec. 5CS2.C9. Enforcement. It sh a ll be the duty of all peace officers 
and of the hi ghway ~afety patrol to enforce the provisions of s ections 
5.0:' 2.02 to 5822.08, inclusive. 
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SAMPLE OF DRIVER'S LICENSE EXAMINATION 
QUESTIONS YOU MAY BE REQUIRED 

TO ANSWER 

1. What persons ,a re required to be Iowa licensed drivers? What 
persons .are exempt from an Iowa license including non-residents ? 

2. What is the requfrem e nt and speed. restriction in meeting or over- _ 
taking a school bus? 

3. What is the Iowa minimum age requirement for applicants or 
persons to secure a school permit? A driver's license? An in
struction permit? 

4. What p ersons' s ignatures are leg.ally required on the application 
of a minor unde r eighteen yea:r:s of .age. 

5. What is the speed restriction of a motor vehicle, .operated in a 
business dis trict? In a school district? In a residence district ? 
Speed r estriction fo r a passeng er c9.r pulling a trailer outside of 
cities and towns? 

6. What is the Iowa Law r equirements in regard to reporting a motor 
vehicle .accident? 

7. When and where d o pedes trians h a ve the right of w.ay over moto r 
vehicles? 

8. State three t r a f fi c conditions where the Iowa law requires a r e

duc t ion o f speed on the highway outside of cities and towns. 

9. Name three places of traffic conditions where the Iowa law pro
hibits passing another vehicle on the hi,ghway. 

10. Wha t lig hting equ ipment is required on .a private passenger ve
hicle? 

11. Unde r the Iowa la w, what is the adequate brake performance fo r 

a vehicle of unde r 5,000 pounds gross weight, g oing twenty miles 
per hour? 

12. What is the Iowa law requirement in regard to overtaking and 
passing a ·vehicle on the highway? 

13. What are the Iowa hand signals and the requirements .as to their 
use? 

14. If a dri ver is convict e d of a misdemeanor, under the Iowa Motor 
Vehicle Law, what is the maximum fine or jail sentence? 

15. When ai-e courts r equired to remove .a stub or recommend suspen
sion of the drivers' license? 

16. Is the Commissioner of Public Safety required, under the Iowa 

Motor Vehicle Law, to revoke an operator's or chauffeur's license 
of a person convicted of an indictable misdemeanor or a felony 
when a motor vehicle is used in the commission thereof? 

17. Is the Iowa Public Safety Commission authorized to suspend the 
license of a person with out canviction of a motor I.aw violati.on ? 
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18. What are the focusing requirements of headlights? 

19. What does the Iowa Motor Vehicle La.w require in regard to ve

hicle registration certificates? 

20. Name the vehicles required to come to a complete stop at all rail
road crossings. 

:21. What persons .are required to take the drivers license examina

tion? 

:22. What are the parking restrictions in regard to fire hydrants, alll 

entrance to a theatre, public buildings, etc. and parking on a high

w:ay outside of the city? 

:23. What is the exP'iration date of an oper.ators' license, of an in

struction permit? 

:24. What penalty does the Iowa law provide for persons convicted of 

operating a motor vehicle while their license is under suspension 

or revocation? 

:25. What penalty does the Iowa law provide f.o,r persons convicted 
of operating a motor vehicle while under the influence of intox
icating liquor or narcotic drugs? What penalty does the Iowa law 
provide for persons who have three convictions or forfeiture of 
bail not vacated upon three charges of reckless driving within a 

period of 12 months? 

:26. What penalty does the Iowa law require for persons who are 
convicted of passing on a hill or curve, or where the view is olr 

structed? 

:27. What are the distance illuminating requirements for headlights? 

:28. What is the penalty provided if the driver permits the front seat 
to be overcrowded with objects or persons? 

·29, What are the requirements for vehicles operated on the highway 
in regard to theil." roadworthy condition? 

30. What are the Iowa law requirements in regard to reading and un
derstanding the regulatory and warning road signs? 

CHAUFFEUR'S LICENSE EXAMINATION QUESTIONS 
1. What is the minimum age requirement for a person OP'erating a 

vehicle as a chauffeur? 

2. Is it .a law violation for a driver of a commercial vehicle to oper
ate the vehicle more than 12 hours of any 24-hour period without 

a rest period of 10 consecutive hours? 

3. Does the Iowa law p.ermit a person licensed as a chauffeur in an
othe r stat e to accept employment as a chauffeur in Iowa from a 
resident of Iowa, on such a license? 

4. Does the Iowa law require every chauffeur whole operating a mo
tor vehicle as a public carrier of persons or proP'erty to display a 
chauffeur's badge in plain sight? 
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5. Does the Iowa l~:w require a person licensed a.s a chauffeur to 
secure an operator's license? 

6. What is the expiration d,ate of a regular chauffeur's license? 

7. What is the maximum lawful speed fo r the following on highways. 
outside of cities and towns: . 
(a) Public p.assenger carrying vehicles? 
(b) Freight carrying vehicles equipped with pneumatic tires? 
(c) Freight carrying vehicles equipped with solid rubber tires? 

8. I s it a law violation to permit any motor vehicle to stand un
lighted on any highway outside the city limits during any period 
from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sunrise?· 

9. Are flashing lights prohibited on motor vehicles? 

10. '\71/hat lighting equipment does the Iowa law require on every 
trailer or semitrailer having a gross w eig ht in excess of 3,000· 
pounds? 

11. What does the Iowa law require to be u sed in the place of flares. 
during daylight hours? 

12. What is the minimum .and maximum h eight from the ground that 
reflectors cg,n lawfully be mounted on a vehicle? 

13. When a truck or a motor vehicle towing another vehicle is oper
ated on the highway, what distance must that vehicle m a intain 
between itself and .another truck or similar combination, except 
while overtaking and passing? 

14. Does the Iowa law r·equire trailers to be equipped with rear lights 

and reflectors when towed by motor vehicles? 

13. I s it a law violation to operate on the highw,ay any tractor or
machine with lugs, flanges, blocks, studs, etc. , on the wheels, or 
any other similar device, which might be injurious to the highway 
surfaces? 

16. Who is responsible when a vehicle in an unsafe condition is oper
ated on the highway? 

17. I s it a law violation for any commercia l vehicle to coast down a 
hill either with gears in neutral or with the clutch disengaged? 

18. Does the Iowa law require every motor vehicle except motorcycles 
to be equipped with two separate means of applying the brakes,. 
ea ch to control at least two wheels, and either means to be unaf
fected by the failure of the othe.r means? 

19. '\i\That is adequate braking equipment on trailers of more than 
3,000 pound'S gross weight? 

20. What is the Iowa law requirement in r e gard to placing flares, 
flag s , or reflectors when a motor truck is parked or stopped on 
t he highway? Why are ~ll of these types of vehicles required to 
be equipped with fuses? 
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:21. What is proper identification for motor vehicles carrying ex

plosives? 

:22. What type of vehicle does t he Iowa law require to be equipped 
with f ire extinguishers? 

23. What is the maximum lawful gross load allowed to rest on one 
wheel? 

'24. What is the maximum lawful width of any motor vehicle a nd i t s 
load? The maximum la wful height? 

.25. What is the ma,"{imum lawful length of: 
(a) Any single vehicle? 

(b) Any combin.ati~m of vehicles? 

26. Under the Iowa law what s ig nalling device is required to be a t
tached to vehicles when the operator' s hand signals ca nnot be 
seen by a drive r of .another \-e hicle following fifty feet to the rear? 
What is the requirement of such a signal used at nig ht time? 

'27. Is it a I.aw violation to move construction equipment or any other 
load exceeding size and weight limitations over the highways be
fore securing the approval a nd permission of the Hig hway Com
mission or its authorized representative? 

·28. What minimum speed does the Iowa hw require after January 1, 
1938, that a motor vehicle or combination of vehicles s h all be ab! , 
to proceed up a 3 per cent .grade on dry concrete pavement? 

29. Doe:. the Iowa law require a red light o~ a red flag to be attached 
to any loaid which projects as much as four feet beyond the rear 

of any vehicle? 

30. Is it a I.aw violation to carry on a freight carrying vehicle more 
than 25 per cent in excess of the rated loading capacity on which 
the license fee of the vehicle is based? 

31. ls the spilling of any part of a load on the highway a violation 01 

the law? 

32. Is it a law violation to so load a motor vehicle that it cannot pro
ceed outside cities and towns on the highways =.t a raasonable 
speed? 

33. The Iowa law invests in peace officers what right in regard to 
overloading and removal of the excess? 

34. (a) Does the Iowa law require a safety chain to be fastened to 
the towing vehicle? 

(b) What is the maximum lawful length of the draw-bar used in 
towing? 

3S. Does the Iowa law require the driver of every motor vehicle in 
use as a school bus to h3.ve a chauffeur's license? 

36. For what purpose is ,a limited chauffeur's license issued to school 
bus drivers? 
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37. This limited chauffeur's license is valid for what period beginning 
July 1st? 

38. What is the speed limit of motor vehicles in use as school busses? 

39. What signs are required on a school bus? Where placed? Ap
proximately wha t height from the ground? What size letters? 
What color letters? What color background? When does the I.aw 
require such signs shall be removed or covered? 

40. Does the law require the driver of a vehicle upon a highway out
side of a business or residential district, upon meeting or over
t a king any school bus which has stopped on the highway, to come 
to a complete stop? 

41. Does the I.aw permit the vehicle after stopping to proceed with 
due caution for the safety of any children, at a speed not to ex
ceed t en miles per hour? 

42. Does the law require the driver of a vehicle to stop, and proceed 
not to exceed ten miles per hour when meeting or overtaking a 
school bus with the signs removed or covered, indicating that the 
bus is not in use for school purposes? 

43. Does the Iowa law require that all pupils shall be received and 
discharged from the front right-hand entrance of the school bus? 

44. What is the chauffeur's duty, when it is necessary for said pupils 
to cross the highway? 

WORDS AND PHRASES DEFINED 
Sec. 5000.01. Definitions of words and phrases. The following words 

and phrases when used in this chapter, shall for the purpose of this chap
ter, have the meanings respectively ascribed to them. 

1. Vehicle means every device in, upon, or by which any person or 
property is or may be transported or drawn upon a highway, excepting 
devices moved by human po,wer or used exclusively upon stationary rails 
or t r acks. 

2. Motor Vehicle means every vehicle which is self-propelled but not 
including vehicles known as trackless trolleys which are propelled by 
electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but are operated up
on rails. The terms car or automobile shall be synonomous with the term 
motor vehicle. 

3. Motorcycle means every motor vehicle having a saddle for the use 
of the rider and designed to travel on not more than three wheels in con
tact. with the ground but excluding a tractor. 

4. Motor trnck means every motor vehicle designed primarily for
carrying livestock, merchandise, freight of any kind, or over seven persons 
as passengers. 
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5. Truck tractor means every motor vehicle designed and used pri
marily fo r drawing other vehicles .and n o so constructed as to carry a 
load other than a part of the weight o,f the vehicle and load so drawn. 

6. Fann tractor means every motor veh icle designed and used pri
marily a s a far m implement for drawing plows, mowing machines, and 

other implements of husbandry. 

7. Road tractor m eans every motor vehicle designed and used f.or 
drawing other vehicles and not so constructed a s to carry any load there
on either independently or any part of the weight of a vehicle or load so 

drawn. 

8. Trailer means every vehicle without motive power designed for 
carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and 
so constructed that no part of its weight rests upon the towing vehicle. 

9. Semitrailer means every vehicle without motive power designed 
fo ; carrying persons or property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle 
and so constructed that some par t of its weight and that of its load rests 

upon or is carried by another vehicle. 

Whenever the word "trailer" is used in this chapter, same shall be 

construed to also include "semitrailer." 

A "semitrailer" shall be considered in this chapter separately from its 

power unit. 

10: Specially constructed vehicle means every vehicle of a type re
quired to be registered hereunder not originally constructed under a dis
tinct name, make, model, or type by a geRer.ally recognized manufac
turer of vehicles and not materially altered from i!s original construction. 

11. Reconstructed vehicle means every vehicle of a type required to 
be registered hereunder materially altered from its original construction 
by the removal, addition, or substitution of essential parts, new or used . 

12. Essential parts means all integral and body parts of a vehicle of 
a type required to be registered hereunder, the removal, alteration, or sub
stitution of which would tend to conceal the identity of the vehicle or 
substantially alter its appearance, model, type, or mode of operation. 

13. Foreign vehicle means every vehicle of a type required to be reg
istered hereunder brought into this state from another state, territory, or 
country other than the ordinary course of business by or through a 
manufacturer or dealer and not registered in this state. 

14. Implements of husbandry means every vehicle which is designed 
for agricultural purposes and exclusively used by the owner thereof In 
the conduct of his agricultural op-erations. 
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15. Special mobile equipment means every vehicle not designed o · 
used primarily for the transportation of persons or property and inciden
tally operat ed or moved over t he highways, including road construction 
or maintenance mach in e ry , ditch-digging apparatus and well-boring ap
pa natus. The foregoing enumeration shall be deemed partial and sh.all 
n ot operate to exclude oth er such vehicles which are within the general · 
t erm s of this par.agraph; provided that nothing contained in this section 
s h a ll be construed to include portable mills or cornshellers mounted upon 
a m otor vehicle or semitrailer. 

16. Pneumatic th'e mean every tire in which compressed air is de
s ig n ed to suppor t the load. 

17. Solid tire m e.ans every tire of rubber or other res ilient material 
which does not depend '.lpo n compressed air for the support of the load. 

18. Metal tire means every .tire the surface of which in contact with 
the hig hway is who lly o r partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient ma
terial. 

19. \-Vhere a vehicle is ke pt shall refer to the county of residence of 
the owner or t o the coun ty where the vehicle is mainly kept if it be dif
f erent from t hat of the residence of the owner. 

20. Gara ge me.ans every place of bus iness where motor vehicles are 
r eceived for housing, star.age, or r epair, for compensation. 

21. Combination or combination of vehicles shall be construed to 
mean .a group consisting of two or more motor vehicles, or a g roup con
sisti ng of a motor vehicle and one or more trailers, semitrailers or ve
hicles, which are coupled or faste ned together for the purpose of being 
moved on the highways ·as a unit. 

22. "Gross Weight" s hall mean the empty weight of a vehicle plus 
the maximu m load t o be carried thereon. The maximum load to be car
ried by a passenger carrying v ehicle shall be determined by multiplying 
one hundred fifty (150) pounds by the number of passenger seats caried 
by such vehicle. 

22a. "Combined gross weight" shall mean the gross weight of a 
motor vehicle plus the gross w eight of a trailer or semitrailer to be drawn 
thereby. 

23. Authorized emergency vehicle means vehicles of the fire depart
ment, police vehicles, and such ambulances .and emergency vehicles of 
municipal departments as are designated or authorized by the commis
s ioner. 

24. School bus means every vehicle operated for the transportation 
of children to or from school, except privately owned vehicles, not oper-
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ated for compensation, or used exclusively in the transportation of the 

children in the immediate family of the driver. 

25. Railroad means a carrier of persons or property u pon cars, o ther 

than street cars, operated upon stationary rails. 

26. R ailroad train means a steam eng ine, electric or other motor, 
with or without cars cou pled thereto, operated upon rails, except s t reet 

cars. 

27. Street oar means a car other than a r.ailroad t rain fo r transport
ing persons or property and operated upon rails p rincipa lly w ithin a 

municipality. 

28. Explosives mean any chemical compound or mechanical mixture 
tha t is commonly u sed or intended for the purpose of producing an ex
ulosion a nd which contains any oxidizing and combustive units or other 
ingredients in su ch proportions, quantities, or packing that on ignition by 
fire , by friction, by concussion, by percussion, or by detonator of any part 
of the compound mixture may cause such a sudden generation of high
ly h eated g.ases that the resultant gaseous pressures are capable of pro
ducing destructible effects on contiguous objects or of destroying life or 

limb. 

29. Flamm.able liquid me.ans any liquid which has a flash point of 
seventy degrees (70 ° ) F. or less, a s determined by a tagliabue or equiva

lent closed cup test device. 

30. "Commis ·ioner" means the commissioner of public safety of the 

state . 

31. "Department" m e.ans the motor vehicle department under the 

commissioner of p ublic safe ty. 

32. P e rson means every natural per.son, firm , copartnership, associa-
. tion, or corpora tion. When the term "Person" is used in connection with 
the registra t ion o f a motor vehicle, it shall include any corporation, as
sociation , copartnership, company, firm, other aggregaticn of individ
ua ls w hich owns or controls such motor vehicle as actual owner, or for 
the pur pose of sale or for renting, whether as .agent salesman, or other-

wise. 

33. 0 \-vn er means .a person who holds the legal title of a vehicle or 
in the event a vehicle is the subject of an agreement for the conditiona l 
sale or lease thereof with the right of purchase upon performance of the 
conditions sta ted in the agreement and with .an immediate right of pos
session ves ted in the conditional vendee or lessee or in the event a mort
gagor of a ve hicle is entitled to possession, then such conditional vendee 
or lessee or mo r t gagor shall be deemed the owner for the purpose of this 

chapter. 

34. Non.resident means every pe r_:;;on who is not a resident of this 

state. 
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35. Dealer means every person engaged in the business of buying, 
selling or exchanging vehicles of ,a type required to be registered here
under and who has an established place of business for such purpose in 
t his state. 

36. Transporter means every person engaged in the business .of de
livering vehicles of a type required to be registered hereunder from a 
manufacturing, assembling, or distributing plant to dealers or sales 
agents of a manufacturer. 

37. Manufacturer means every person engaged in the business of 
constructing or assembling vehicles of a type required to be registered 
hereunder at an established place of business in this state. 

37. Established place of business means the place actually occupied 
either continuously or at regular periods by .a dealer or manufacturer 
where his books and records are kept and a large share of his business 
is transacted. 

39. Operator means every person, other than a chauffeur, who is in 
actual physic.al control of a motor vehicle upon a highway. 

40. Chauffeur means . any person who operates a motor vehicle in the 
transportation of persons or freight, except school children, .and who re
ceives any compensation for such ser.vice in wages, commission .or other
wise, paid directly or indirectly, or · who as owner or employee operates 
a motor vehicle carrying passengers for hire or freight for hire, commis
sion or resale, including drivers of ambulances, passenger cars, trucks, 
light delivery, and similar conveyances, except when such operation by 
the owner or operator is occasional and merely incidental to his principal 
business. 

41. Driver means every person who drives or is in actual physical 
control .of a vehicle. 

42 Peace officer means every officer authorized to direct or regulate 
traffic or to make arrests for violation of traffic regulations in addition 

to its meaning in section 13405 Code, 1935. 

43. Local authorities means every county, municipal, and other local 
board or body having authority to adopt local police regulations under 
the constitution and laws of this state. 

44. Pedestrian means any person afoot. 

43. Street or highway means the entire width between property lines 
of every w.ay or place of whatever nature when any part thereof is open 
to the use of the public, as a matter or right, for purposes of vehicular 
traffic. 

46. Private road or driveway means every way or place in private 
ownership and used for vehicular travel by the owner and those having 
express or implied permission from the owner but not by other persons. 

47. Roadway means that portion of a highway improved, designed, 
or ordinarily used for vehicular travel. 

I 
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48. Sidewalk means that portion of a street between the curb lines, 
or the later,al lines of a roadway, and the adjacent property lines intended 
for the use of pedestrians. 

49. Laned highway means .a highway the roadway of which is divid
ed into three or more clearly marked lanes for vehicular traffic. 

50. Through ( or thru) highway means even.y highway or portion 
thereof at the entrances to which vehicular traffic fr.om intersecting high
ways is required by 1aw to stop before entering or crossing the same and 
when stop signs are erected as provided in this chapter or such entrances 
are controlled by ,a police officer or traffic-control signal. The term "ar
teri,al" shall be synonymous with "through" or "thru" when .applied to 
highways of this state. 

51. Intersection means the .area embraced within the prolongation or 
connection of the lateral curb lines, or, if none, then the lateral boundary 
lines of the roadways. of two highways which join one .another at, or ap
proximately at, right angles, or the area within which vehicles traveling 
upon different hig hways joining at any other angle may come in conflict. 

52. Crosswalk means that portion of .a roadway ordinarily included 
within the prolongation or connection of the later.al lines of sidewalks at 
intersections, or; 

Any portion of a roadway distinctly indicated fo r pedestrian crossing 
by lines or other markings on the surface 

53. Safety Zone means the area or space officially set apart within a 
ro,adway for the exclusive use .of pedestrians .and which is protected or so 
marked or indicated by adequate signs as to be plainly visible at all times 
while set apart as .a safety zone. 

54. Business district means the territory contiguous to and including 
.a highway when fifty per cent or more of the frontage thereon for a dis
tance of three hundred feet or more is occupied by buildings in use for 
business. 

55. Residence district means the territory within a city or town con
tig uous to and including a highway, not comprising a business, suburban 
or school distric t, where forty per cent or more of the frontage on such 
highway for a dis tance of three hundred feet or more is occupied by dwell
ings or by dwellings and buildings in use for business. 

56. School district means the territory contiguous to and including a 
highway for a distance of two hundred feet in either direction from a 
schoolhouse in a city or town. 

56-a. Suburban district means all other parts of a city or town not 
included in the business, school, or residence districts. 

56-b. The linear measure of the plot of ground upon which the build
ing is located .abutting upon the highway shall be deemed "frontage oc
cupied by the building", and the phrase "frontage on such highway for a 
distance of three hundred (300) or more" shall mean the total frontage on 
both sides of t he highway for such distance. 
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57. Official traffic-control devices mean all signs, signals , markings, 
a n d devices not inconsistent with this chapter placed or erected by auth
or ity of a public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of 
r eg ulating, w arning, or guiding traffic. 

58. Official traffic-control signal means any device, w het her m a n
u ally, electrically or mechanic.ally operated, by which t raffi c is alternate
ly d irected t o s top and to proceed. 

59. Railroad si,gn or signal means any sign, signal, or dev ice er ected' 
by a uthor ity of a public body or official or by a railr oad a n d int ended to 
g ive n otice of the presen ce of r ailroad tracks or the a ppToa ch of a rail
r oa d train. 

60. Traffic means pedestrians, ridden or herded animals, vehicles, 
street car s , and other conveyances either singly or together while using 
a ny hig hway fo r purpose of travel. 

61. Right-of-way means the privilege of the immediate use of the 
highway. 
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