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DNR releases Iowa Drought Plan
Water Summary Update: February 2023 - New Iowa Drought Plan, continued wet
conditions
Air Quality permits under review

DNR releases Iowa Drought Plan
MEDIA CONTACT: Tim Hall, DNR, 515-452-6633, tim.hall@dnr.iowa.gov

DES MOINES — The Iowa Department of Natural Resources has finalized a drought plan for
use by local, county, state agencies and governments in the event of droughts in the state.

The Iowa Drought Plan was developed in partnership with the Iowa Department of Homeland
Security and Emergency Management and the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land
Stewardship. The plan aims to provide the state with an approach to prepare for, identify,
respond to and recover from a drought.

“Just as we must be prepared for floods, tornadoes, and winter storms, we also must be
prepared for the impacts of drought in Iowa,” said John Benson, director of the Iowa
Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management. “The Iowa Drought Plan, the
result of a collaboration between state agencies and a broad range of stakeholders throughout
Iowa, is the blueprint we will use to ensure the state is able to address the challenges of
drought preparedness, response and recovery.”

Droughts pose serious challenges to Iowa and many of its industries including agriculture and
manufacturing, threatening the health of its residents and the state’s environment and
economy. The Iowa Drought Plan will provide statewide drought condition evaluations and will
give stakeholders and the public information on risk assessment and mitigation measures.

“This plan should provide a way to better communicate drought conditions to Iowans and allow
for a consistent response across our state by multiple agencies,” said DNR Hydrology
Resources Coordinator Tim Hall.

The plan designates five drought regions for the state, since different areas of the state vary in
drought vulnerability due to groundwater resources and rainfall totals. Each region’s condition
will be evaluated using four drought categories: Normal, drought watch, drought warning or
drought emergency. Drought levels will be determined based on precipitation, the Standardized
Precipitation Index, which is based on accumulated rainfall over time, the U.S. Drought Monitor
and a standardized streamflow index, which compares current streamflow to the historical
record.  

“After three years of widespread drought conditions across the state, we have fortunately
started to see improvements due to a more active weather pattern,” said Iowa Secretary of
Agriculture Mike Naig. “Because Iowa did not have a plan before the start of our current
drought, the Iowa Drought Plan was developed to be forward-looking and aimed at improving
and standardizing our response across agencies in state government. Iowa farmers and
agricultural stakeholders were asked to provide feedback at several in-person and virtual
meetings last year and we believe the Iowa Drought Plan encompasses their valuable input.”

The DNR, Iowa Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management and the Iowa
Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship make up the Drought Coordinating Team
responsible for coordinating messaging on drought levels and conditions. The team will update
the plan every five years. 

More information and the full plan can be found online at IowaDNR.gov.

Water Summary Update: February 2023 - New Iowa
Drought Plan, continued wet conditions
MEDIA CONTACT: Tim Hall at 515-452-6633 or Tim.Hall@dnr.iowa.gov.

DES MOINES — This month’s Water Summary Update introduces the use of the 2023 Iowa
Drought Plan (IDP).  Of the States’ five drought regions, only northwest Iowa is currently shown
in Drought Watch, while the balance of the state is considered normal.  February marked the
fourth month in a row of above normal precipitation, and the winter months of December,
January, and February were the fourth wettest on record.  Precipitation for the month was 2.04
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inches, 0.87 inches above normal, making the month the 7th wettest February on record for
Iowa.  Streamflow conditions increased across the majority of the state from normal to above
normal conditions, with soil moisture levels also showing improvement.

“The winter months of December, January, and February were well above normal, providing
well over 5 inches of moisture across the state.  This is just what we needed for drought
improvement in Iowa,” said Tim Hall, Iowa Department of Natural Resources’ coordinator of
hydrology resources. “As we begin to use the new Iowa Drought Plan, only northwest Iowa is
an area of ‘Drought Watch’ for the state, which is good news.” 

For a thorough review of Iowa’s water resource trends, go
to www.iowadnr.gov/watersummaryupdate.

The report is prepared by technical staff from Iowa DNR, the Iowa Department of Agriculture
and Land Stewardship, IIHR—Hydroscience and Engineering, and the U.S. Geological Survey,
in collaboration with Iowa Homeland Security and Emergency Management Department.

Air Quality permits under review
MEDIA CONTACT: Peter Zayudis, DNR, at 515-201-4596
or Peter.Zayudis@dnr.iowa.gov for Construction permits.

DES MOINES – The DNR Air Quality Bureau has the following draft permits up for review. The
permits help protect Iowans’ health and air quality. DNR’s permitting staff review each permit
application to ensure facilities comply with state and federal air quality requirements. We
encourage public comments on draft permits, providing help on how to make effective
comments. Submit written comments to the assigned permit writer before 4:30 p.m. on the last
day of the comment period. DNR considers public comments before finalizing the permits.

Construction Permits

DNR engineers review and issue construction permits to facilities before they build new or
modify existing sources of air pollution. The public may review the following air quality
construction permits available online at www.iowadnr.gov/airpermitsearch OR through
the EASY Air Public Inquiry Portal and then click the Public Notice tab.

Lee County 

Iowa Fertilizer Company – 3550 180th St., Wever.
Project No. 22-012, modification of storage tanks and emergency engines permits to correct
the listed capacities, stack characteristics, and control devices to as-built conditions. This
project also corrects the potential emissions for these units and updates the Best Available
Control Technology requirements. The public comment period ends April 8. 

Marion County
Pella West Substation – 1875 Washington St., Pella.
Project No. 23-003. Pella West Substation operates an electric utility facility. This project is to
replace the generator set for the existing Diesel Fuel Fired Generator Engine #7. The public
comment period ends April 8.
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