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State Planning Board's Farm Tenancy Committee to Release Findings. 
By Wayne Sprague, Research Assistant, 

Iowa State Planning Board 

Years ago in Iowa such terms as in 1936 the nf,ed for study to deter
mine, the probable causes became in
creasingly evident. · Tenancy increased 
in every tYPe of far□ing area from 1925 
to 1934. · At the present time virtually · 
three-fifths of all Iowa's farm land is 
operated by tenants . 

"farm tenancy, 11 11 soil ·exploitation, 11 

and "land speculation, 11 ,,ere horu-d 
among students of agriculture, experi
ment station speakers, and agricultural 
experts. But their application seemed 
so remote to · the individual farmer and 
so "theoretical II that r-----------------. This is not n ·healthy 

con·d:i. tion and if o.1-the actual dirt farmer 
considered the problems 
connected with them as 
entirely apart from the 
everyda.y e o:momic and 
social problems affect~ 
ing his life. · 

Gradually a realiz
ation began to take 
root in the ninds of 
farm l eaders that there 

TENANCY IN IOWA. 
The Tenancy Committee has lowed to continue ,to 

completed its task. The· facts grow along present dir
are being assembled and eval- ections would seriously 
uated. It is now the duty .of jeopardize the · future · 
every one concerned to -know .. wellbeing of the people 
these facts and to make his a.nd the state. In an 
voice heard to the end that effort to get the true 
remedies for the evils r.iay be facts before the public 
found. Much can be corrected Governor Kraschel asked 
by educationai methods. The th~ · State , Planning 

exists a definite re- rest requires legislative ac- Board to conduct nn in-
latiQn between a ·grow- tion. quiry into farm tenancy · 
ing decline in farl".1 t----------------...i. co:ndi tions~ · In the fall 
owner operation and soil ·fertility; be- of 1937 ,a .Farn Tenancy Cor:unittee co)j,,, 
tween shifting farn fanilies and a .lack posed of farmers ·and ·businessmen having · 
of interest in churches, schools and a special interes·t in the ·subject was 
comt1Unity life; between certain kinds appointed by the Governor to direct the · 
of far□ □ariagenent and impoverish□ent . study. This ·coDDittee,undel" the leader
of tenant far.me rs. ship of F. K. Hawley of Laurens,fort:11.l.lat.:.. 

When a steadily noun ting percentage ·· ed· a plan that gave every farner; every 
of farns cha.nged every year fro1,1 the landlord, · and every other interested 
status of owner operated · to tenant · op- person in !o'l7a. an: oppartuni ty to exp-css · 
erated until a total of over SO% of all his views on the problem o.f farr.1 ten
the farns in Iowa were tenant operated ancy. 
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Me'etings were held in every coUhty. 
The widest possible publicity was given 
each meeting. Attendance was very sat
isfactory. A questionnaire was circul
ated and each person urged to set down 
his answers to the questions. These 
questions are -believed to cover in a 
thorough WaY. the majoT problems of farm 
t enancy and this method of investiga~ 
tion ·was used to prevent too great de
viation from the subjects. Four thous
and questionnaires were returned in 
addition to many hundreds of individual 
expressions. These in combination with 
the facts brought to light at the 
county hearings enabled · the committee 
to summarize the whole. findings and 
from this summary to draft a . series of 
recommendations. 

ACRES IN IOWA. FARMS 
OPERATED BY TEN.ANTS 
OPERATED BY QWJi!ERS 

34,000,000 
20,000,000 
14,000,000 

A minority report. has been prepared 
by those who -held a -different ·viewpoi~t · 
from the majority. Thus every phase of 
the subject is ably presented for the 
use of those whq have the authority to 
translate in to ac_tion the findings of 

· this group. 
The committee reco~□enda.tions are 

designed to promote desired acconplish
r:ients deemed of r.iajor .. importance in 
alleviating the trend toward tenancy 
and in improving the conditions for 
those already there. Recon□ended ~ea9~ 
ures to encourage farm ownership in
clude: A tax on capital gains · from 
land sales• . protection. of the _farr.i op
erator Is ten'l:ll'e in poor crop years, re
vision of fore .closure pro.cedure, aboli
tion of deficiency j~dgnents 1 further 
study of taxation on farn lands, and a 
resolution on a national farn progl'.an. 

Measures to inprove la.ndlord-t~~ant 
relationships i,nclude: Autooatic .con
tinuati.on of year-to-year lease·s~ nin
inuo period of notice fo·r termination, 
conpensa ti on for unexhausted inprove
nents, cor:ipensation for danage, arbi
tration provisions, lini ting landlord I s 
lien, and the use of equitable lease · 
forns. 

When the report and recommendations, 
including any minority reports,are pre
sented to the Governor and the General 
.Assembly through the State Planning 
Board, the Farm Tenancy Commit tee will 
have brought to successful completion 
an arduous task and will cease to exist 
as such. 

The reeommendations of the committee 
will have the widest possiblepililicity. 
The people of Iowa should acquaint them
selves with and pass judgment on these 
recommendations. Whether or not .per
manent good comes from the efforts of 

· this comini ttee depends on the interest 
taken by .the citizens of the state and 
on the vo.icing of their sen ti men ts 
through their state legislators. Every 
one should read and study this report. 

NUMBER OF FA.RM UNITS 
OPEAATED :BY TENANTS 
OPERATED· BY OWNERS 

215,000 
110,000 
105,000 

SAC CITY MOVES AHEAD. 

'' Sad City is anong the smaller group 
of cities in Iowa that have established 
planning boards. 

11Acco·rding to the Sac Sun · 1the board 
has . ri.ow been in ·· operation for sone 
nonths. While there are · r.iany difficul-

- tie s in the way of carrying out the 
things the boardiwould like to carry 
out. an ir.iportant observation is that 
the plan.~ing board has already shown 
its worth in a big way, and will con
tinue to be a good influence as an of
ficial body ,that has authority to do 
things. 1 · 

"The · fu.nction of these boards, . in 
oost instances, is to foroulate a plan 
for civic developnent over a period of 
years. The thought back of this is 
that .in this nanner a sane yearly pro
gran of civic ·developnent nay be car
ried on without losing sight of the 
total cost of thBse projects to the 
taxpayers. At the sane tine the danger 
of allqwing · the city to rer:i'ain at a 
standstill is ·averted. H · 

~Harlan Tribune 
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RESETTLEMENT PROJE.CT SOUGHT FOR CHARITOM BASIN .AREA. 

The People of the Chariton Basin Counties have made Notable Advances 
In Checking Declining Land Values Through Liming Programs, Reforest
ation and Flood Control. They now Propose to Tackle a Social Problem. 

An Editorial _From the Da:i,ly Iowegian 
By J .M.Beck, _Editor, Centerville, Iowa 

One of the most critical stages of 
the Chariton River Basin demonstration 
program has been reached. · It has been 
not so difficult a matter to work out 
lime projects, establish ·health units, 
and get soil erosion control under· \vay. 
These were things in which people di
rectly interested would give coopera
tion. 

But now we are battling with the 
problem of providing means for some 
hundreds of families in Appanoose Coun
ty to become self supporting inst·ead ·of 
being dependent upon relief. We are 
trying to find some phase· .• of subsis
tence farming to supplement income fron 
the mines or other commercial or · indus
trial ,wrk, · Here · it is believed that 
we· need considerable acre Age, _rather 
than the linited amount in such proj
ects as at Granger. Our soil is not so 
productive, and we need to have thes~ 
small farms large enough so that those 
living on then can in case of future 
needs so '. develop and intensify then 
that they can make their living fron 
the farns. 

·The first problem is to find so□e 
plan by which those who wish to .go onto 
small farns can be financed. Certain 
governnent agencies can give ai_d • . But 
it is important that the farn ~uyer be 
not so burdened with obligations that 
he will find it prob'ie□atical whether 
he can meet then or not. 

• There are other proble!'.!s to be net 
b-efore the ·goal of attainnent is _reach
ed but the most inportant _ thing we 
wo'4d like to do right now is to in
press on the minds · of the people of 
Centerville and other towns in Appanoose 
County that a crisi_s faces then and 
their future welfare. 

-Unless we .find a way for families in 
· this territory to become self support
ir;i.g we face .two alternatives. We will 
have them on our hands ultimately as 
public charges, requiring an enormous 
contribution iocally for relief, as it 
is not conceivable that state n.nd fed
eral governments will indefinitely as
sume the burden in almost its entirety, 
or these families will move away for 
employment else\vher_e. What ,,e _want is 
to keep them her~ and find n. means· for 
their oelf support. These small farms 
look like the ansucr • . 

0

The farms must be sufficiently large 
to eno.blc families to make a reasonable 

. living after they have paid for the 
land since tl;.ere is no way of guAran-

- teeing a continuation of part-tine eo
ployoont in any locality and especially 
in a nining connuni ty the time Dc"l.Y cone 
when the part-tine farmer ~ill be a 
full~tine -farner. The land nust be in
proved and proper cropping oethods 
studied. Sor.1e corn and other grain, an 
alfnJ.fa patch, sone ,pasture,a few cows, 

-pigs, _chickens and perhaps sone sheep, 
will nake fon.ilies near _ sel:t:--supporting 
and i .f they can get some ot_her eoploy-. 
nent they will get -along very well. 

First, ho~eve_r, the farns . nust be 
provided and the fanilies installed on 
them. A fine start has been, . nade 
through the interest of the loctl.l plan
ning organizati 1ms. But this novenent 
r.iust enlist the int_erest of everyone. 

A petition hn.s been presented .to. the 
Iowa State Planning Boa.rd nsking tbc'1.t 
orgnnization ruid Governor Kraschel to 
seek Federal aid in r1aking available 
low interest funds t9 finance stlall 
subsistence. type farps in Appanoose 
Cou..-rity. :· 
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THE KITCHEN GARDEN GETS A ·coLLEGE DEt;REE 

Is Accorded Its Rightful Place In Modern.• Economic Planning 

the .patch of blooming plants to be com
bined with ·tender ymmg green pea.s 
,fresh from t he .vine·s to form t he nu.cle
ous of a delicious meal. At the end of 
the growing seaso_n .there _ was always a 
harve st of mn.tur yd vcgetnb l es to be put 
n-way in bins £mf e f rom the _fros.t . for 
winter needs •. 

And t )1e v,holo family had a hruid i n 
the task .of providing th6 li vin_g , each 
according to , h.is st r engt h . · 

Part-time or subsistence farming is 
not a new idea. It is a p ractice which 
in 11 the good old days" was common in 
all our smaller cities and towns and 
~ven i .n the suburbs of larger cities. 
Subsistence farming is nothing more 'nor 
l ess thmi the grown up version of the 
old-fashioned 111d tchen gnrden 11 of our 
pc.r ents and grandparents. Many famil
i es used to keep one or two dozen hehs 
to translate the table scraps into 
fresh eggs and f u rnish an occasiortru.. 
Sunday' dinner. 

A f amil~r COfl was con- · 

Often thor,e Wfl, S n · sur pl us of some 
··-·--·------- - --·· proCtuce ~nhich cou.l d be 

SUBSISTENC;E VERSVS .R'SLIElt, , sold to A.Ugmunt · the 
sidered a necess i 'ty. If 11 Dt1ring the last five ye.'.U's 
pasture was not '.avaii- · npproximntely $3,000,000,, of 
ab l e in the immed:iate state . n.nd feder nl rnonie's hn.ve 
neighborhood Bos·sy was been expended in the Chn.ri ton 
l e d to grass by sonie :Basin Countie s en.ch year by 
ambi.tious youngster · who various ,1elfare groups. From 
as sembled the communfty 100 to 200 fnmili e s have _b0en 
he rd . . each morning and continuously on . relief inea.ch 
r e turned it to its sev- county during thi,s period, 

cnsh i n come. 
And :i:f a seasonP.l 

loss of income occurre d 
tho effect was scarce
l y __ di scernabl e on the 
t o.b l e at rriecl tiinc. 

All this is to say 
that subsistence farm
ing is no t 'a new idea. 
It i s 'a -ve ry old one 
with a new name , It has 
been t ested under nost 
practi ml qondi tions. 
It r;ill work. 

e ral .armers each even-·· 11 The r.ioney expen-de d for ro-
ing for a nominal ·fee 'lief \'/'ould have set up each . 
of so much per cow per· · one of the s e far.1ili e s in a 
month, · sub s is tence ho1:1es t ead. Lo t us 

Even a · pig or two work · for the adoption of a . 
was not beyond the plan which will put an end to 
realm of ' ·possibility this continuous expense and .at 
where neighbors . were the sa.J;le tine bring about a 
like~niina.ed. A Jroung tremendous socia l nnd Bcononic 
shoat was secured fro::i gain t o the ,.,,hole area. 11 

And as tho figures 
in tho b oxed q~o tation 
fron the Daily Iowegian 
indicate t h is better 
rnxy of living cn.n be 
nade availaole t9 the a farner in the early ---Iowegian , Centorv~lle. 

spring and in his snall 
personal quarters grew and thrived all 
suoner. When cold weather· arrived he 

. b e cane 11neat on tho tnble, 11 preserved 
f o,r rlinter use by· · va ri ous well-knmm 

. □ethods, a naterio.l aid to the fnnil ;, 
· bu<;lget. 

And the garden i ts'elf: Fron the tine · 
~he first young radishes wore pulled; 
there wn.s a special occasion .when each 
g r o,,ing ·vege table · rea ched . the useful 
stage . A high point was the dcy when 
nev1 po tatoes could be "grappled" fro r.1 

fanilies nost in 
of · it at no greate r cost _ thnn we 
now paying for r e lief • 

************** 

noE;)d 
are 

Im,n. has ahvays been a p rairie state. 
We hnve no gr ea t forests--oc1ly scat
tered ,.1oocllonds. Therm v10o dl ands pro
vide b e nuty in our landscape . They de
crease soil e r os i on . Thoy ·aro essen tial 
in · tho conservat ion of wildlife • 

. Yet we have r educe.d, t hen by ,threc or 
four ~:1illion ncros s ince _· · t )1.o first 
so ttl enent in Iowa • . 
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Community planning is nothing more ing and_ sanitation has opened up an en
nor less than the common endeavor of tirely new realm of thought r egarding 
the people residing in a community to the relation of _the individual to the 
make tha.t community a better place in community. ' 
which to live, a better plac~ in which Community planning is not a new 
to work mid a better place in which to id.ea. It is simply putting an old idea 
play. One or nore of these objectives to a better use. The inspiration of 

i touches the life of each individual in planning is its promise of creating the 
the community. opportunity for better 

There is nothing mys- PL.AmTI~G BOOKLET ISSUED living. We seek to con-
terious about planniog. A 37 page booklet intended troi by it the course 
Communities have always to serve as a guide to coDI:lu- of future events. For 
done a certain amount nities interested in getting individuals this canno.t 
of it and in the light under way an organized effort be done. Who can deter
of later developments in col!lmuni ty planning hn.s been mine whether he r,ill 
have often had to do it is~ued by the Iowa Stato Plan- surely be alive at any 
over. ning Board. future ti~e? For conou-

The pioneers .who es- A section is devoted to or- nities it is raore near-
tablished cities and ganization and procedure, n.n- ly possible. Succeeding 
towns in the beginning other to suggestions for stud- generations carry on 
of settlement had no ies and surveys. and each prepares the 
conception of present ~n appendix contains copies way for the generation 
day population needs. of the City Planning Connis- it produces, safeguard-

They didn 1 t have such sion law and the Municipal ing so far as possible 
problens as housing, Zoning la~. the traditions and ide
traffic control, san...; This booklet, "Planning a als which hn.ve been 
itation, water supply, Better Comnunity, 11 will be tested and found good. 
recreation and the .na.ny distributed free to those in- This is longti□e plan
other problens that vex terested in the subject whil~ ning. It is wh~t we 
and perplex today's copies are available. must do for posterity. 
planners.Many of the features of .a for- We would not think of building a 
□er day have been replaced and forgot- house ~ithout first preparing a plan. 
ten, generally without regret. Progress We would not consider adding a single 
has sonetines been delayed but rarely rooI!l to the houseffo may now have with
denied~ each new generation insisting out first determining its linits, how 
on its right to discard outgrown and we propose to get into it fron the . old
outmoded usages. er portion, where its windows should be 

The early town planners built, and located to secure JllO.xinun service, how 
built well, according · to their needs best to nake it blend with the older 
and lights. New inventions, however, structure to give a pleasing appearance 
brought problems of which the early --these and other considera tions. 
builders did not even drean. The auto- Why should we not consider with at 
nobile alone has brought a Multitude of least equal seriousness each addition 
changes in every· day living. People to the structure of the connunity in 
can live farther El.part. They can live which we live? It is not necessary to 
in one neighbo,rhood and work in arother.. denolish the old structure in order to 
Enlightennent in the broad field of have the benefits of a new one. It is 
public health and its relation to hous- necessary only to renodel . as we dis-
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cover and define the need in order to planning route let us appreciate the 
enjoy the benefits of modern living. force of cooperation and the power of 
It is desirable that we add to the praise to produce . greater accomplish
present structure such improvements as ments thanawhole edition o! criticism. 
we feel the need for and can afford. In short,; let us recognize human nature 

It is desirable that whatever we do as a factor. 
is in accordance with a plan, well con- Community planning is the proper co
sidered and with regard for the needs ordination of all phases of civic de
and the rights of all. velopment, to the end that community 

How shall we approach community growth may be orderly and adequate. 
planning? This question has as many without duplication or wasted effort. 
different answers as there are differ- If the greatest benefit is to be real
ent communities. Certain fundamentals, ized from the doing, then each indivi• 
however, ·apply to all. duru., ,vithin the limits of his or her 

There are things that need doing in respective ability. mu.st have a pnrt. 
every community, and in practically · Planners should select beginnings 
every case their accomplishment is aid- that are not too difficult of accom
ed by cooperation with the constituted plishmcnt, and should demonstrate to 
officials and assurance to them of com- the general satisfaction that plmining 
rrnmity backing. • is worth while by presently being able 

There are, of course, some things to point t-0 a completed. project of 
that public officers cannot do. Pro- value to the community. A comJ:JUnity 
motion and protection of aesthetic survey r.1ay bring to light exa~ples of 
values, for example, · do not come under losses through lack of a comprehensive 
the jurisdietion of authority. yet have plan, losses to taxpayers thr~ugh in
an inporta.nt infiuence on the anount of · adequate or inefficient constructicn, 
pleasure ue derive fron living in our. social and econonic losses through 
cities and towns. failure to get the Mximun enjoyncnt or 

In undertaking to do a better job of the naxinur.i service to uhich the COL"l

serving the connuni ty via the connuni ty r.runi ty is rightfull;r entitled. 

PROPOSE TAX ON CAPITAL GAINS FROM SALE OF FARM wrns 

"In the interest of land conserva
tion as well as the ir.iprovenent of 
relations between owners and tenants of 
Iowa land, the governor I s co11ni t tee on 
Fari:i Tenancy asks for n new set of ln.ws 
fron the state legislature. 

11 Sone of the conni ttee reconnenda-,. 
tions cover extension and expansion of 
present statutes safeguarding leases 
and nortgages. They go further by sug
gesting that we se t up lin;i tn.tions on 
borrowing by restrictin~ nortgages . or 
leases to one-half the production fron 
the farn during any given year. 

11 The reconnendations strike a . ne,., 
note in proposing ' •a tax on c~pital 
gains frbn sale of farn land, with pro-

visions for allowruice for .J.osses sus
tained in sale of lands during the sane 
year.• S9:1e objection was raised 
against this, and a oinority report is 
·expected to be fil ed. 

11Reo.son.s for this true . have not }icen 
nade . ver-J clenr. If 1 t is appli ea so 
that . it extracts unearned increnenh 
the application \vil.l b-0 nore than just
ified; but if it taxes i!:.!prover:ients and 
ther,eby penaH zes the nan who inprove::i 
his . property. it r,ill be .~ h~dica.p for 
.good fn.rning. . 

· "On the whole. the r .ccom:1endations 
appear to . be reasonable approache,s to 
the tenancy problen• _ and warrant .close 
study. tt --- D-1buq_ue Heral. d. 

NOTE: In their r ecor:mendations r et;;arding a capital gn.in9 tax the . Farn Tenancy 
·· Conni ttee said: 11 Due allowance should. be riade, for irJProveuentsi or . other 

enhancer.ient of value bro:y.ght about by the owner." 



RECOMMENDATIONS OF THt 
FARM TENANCY COM·MITTEE 

TO ENCOURAGE 

FARM HOME 

OWNERSHIP 

TO IMPROVE 

LANDLOBJ?-TENANT 

RELATIONSHJPS 

' 

I !r.AX ON· ruu>ITAL GAINS FROM THE = OF FAJ 

,PROTECTION . OF FA.BM OPERATORS I TENUR-m IN Yl 
CROP FAILURE OR DEPRESSION 

I llEVISION OF FO!lECLOSUllll PROCJ!:DURE 

I ABOLITION OF DEFICIENCY JUDGMENTS 

I FURTlll!Jl sroDY or TAXATION ON FAIIM LANDS 

I llESOilJTION ON NATIONAL FARM PROGRAII .. 

AUTOMATIC. CONTINUATION OF YE.AR-TO-YEAR LEASES 

MI~IMUM _PERIOD OF NOTICE FOR TERMINATION 

COMPENSATION .FOR UNEXHAUSTED IMPROVEMENTS 

1 · COMPENSATION FOR DAMAGES 

ARBITRATION PROVISIONS 

LIMITING THE LANDLORD I S LIEN 

PROMOTION OF EQµI TABLE LEASE FORMS 

IN ADDITION TO ITS RECOMMENDATIONS FOR APPLICATION WITHilT THE . 
ST.ATE THE COMMITTEE CONSIDERS AS ESSENTIAL TO THE ATTAINHENT 
OF THESE OBJECTIVES NATIONAL STABILIZATION OF PRICES, .ADEQJJATE 
CREDIT FACILITIES, AND A PROGRAM PROMOTING FARM HOME OW1'1ERSHIP 



.. 
►. 

I O W A P L A N N I N G N E W S 

Edited By 
Iowa State Planning _Board Staff 

Published .By 
Iowa State Planning Board 
314 West Eighth Street 

Des Moines 

* * * * * 

IOWA STATE PLANNING BOARD 

H. H. Kildee .•• Dean, Division of .Agriculture, I-0wa State College 
Chairman 

A. C. Trowbridge . . . . . ' . . .•.••. State Geologist 
Vice Chairman 

Dr. Walter L. Bierring ••• , • State Commissioner of Health 
Edwin P. Chase . • • • Former Editor, Atlantic News-Tel egraph 
Dr. F. J. Colby ••...••.• Iowa ·State Conservation Commission 
George J . Keller . . • . . • • . • . • . • . • . • • • 4-dm :i..ni s tra tor 

Irving H. Knudson . 
Chester A. Phillips 

Agnes Samuelson 
· o. R. Sweeney . 

Iowa Works Progress Administration . . 

A. H. Wieters 

Iowa State Highway Commission 
• . • • Dean, College of Commerce 

State University of Iowa 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Chairman, Greater Iowa Commission 
•.•..... Secretary 

P. H. Elwood .. Counselor, National Resources Committee 

P. F. Hopkins . • . • . • • • Director 

Iowa Planning News is issued monthly, ~ithout charge. 
Persons desiring to receive it are invited. to 

write to the Director of the Iowa State 
Planning Board. Please check the 

name and address on your copy 
and advise us of changes. 

* * * * * 



July 1938 Iowa Planning News Page 7 

; . 

;\ c· -r J Y J T J £ S OF -r1Jr r .r. 
S T ;\ -r £ PL;.\ J\l J\J l 1\J G r-r\r.'r' -·· ~- J\r r .. -_ 

-TRUCK TAX LEGISLATION 

The rapid development of the truck
:tng industry and its importance in the 
use- of our highways 'makes it imperative 
that l~gislation covering this industry 

. be · uniform in Io,va and the adjacent 
states. •, It is evident that trucking 
companies will incorporate and li·cense 
their trucks in the state that has the 
most l ·enien t laws and the lowest li
cense fees. It is already evident that 
Iowa is losing much revenue, that prop
·erly belongs here, because of the more 
leni~rit Illinois condition~ 

"The Committee on Truck "Tax Legisla
tion is now starting an exhaustive 
study of all of these factors and will 
gather the data necessary for intelli
gent consideration of the problem. All 
of thi•s -will . be put in such form as to 
be ' ·most usable by the members· of the 
Legislature ·if they desire to consider 
corrective legislation. 

PUJ3LIC HEALT'"n 

As regular reports are · not required 
and not made to MY central office ,· a 
state-wide survey was conducted to find 
out what public heal th prograns and 
facilities are oaintained by locn.l nu
thor'i ties, school boards O::nd unofficial 
organizations. The report of this pro
ject, , '\7hich is of value to public 
health Agencies seeking to - spread their 
funds nnd programs in the oost effi
cieBt manner, will soon be distributed. 

At present a special Plnnning Board 
con□ittee, composed of interested lay
nen and specialists, : is naking further 
analysis of needed personnel and plant 
ioprover.1ents n.t the state nental hos
pitals. · Their conclusi ons and recon
nendn.tions TTill be available to the 
General Asse□bly. 

TR.A.DE AREAS 

The present trade areas and the fut
ure of Iowa's small towns are receiving 
thoughtful study. A brief report will 
be published this year including state 
maps showing community trade areas for 
different kinds of purchases and indic
ating the type of services which the 
small town seems destined to continue 
to provide. This report will be o_f 
considerable use to business men, ad
vertisers, publishers and Chambers of 
Commerce in analyzing their sit~~tion 
and plruming future program~. 

IOWA COAL 

The Io\1a coal industry has ' fnllen 
off to an alarming degree, causing 
grave problems of unemployment and 'n&:
cessitating considerable r elief eXJJen
di tures for families Hilling - and 
anxious to be self sufficient. 

In the opinion of Dr. _ o. R. S\;reeney., 
Sead of the Chemical Engineering De
partment at Iowa State College, the de
cline in consumpti on of Iorm coal fs by 
no· neans warranted by · the quality of 
the con.I, which is entirely sn.tisfact
ory when properly use'd. 

A joint resolution of the Greater 
Iovm Cor:inissi on . and the Imm Coal · r"n
sti tute requested the Planning :Board to 
undertake ~ study of this i nportan t and 
perplexing ·problen. · 

Dr. ·Sweeney, · as Chai rnan of .. the 
Gren ter I own: Cor.mi ssion, i s a ne t1ber of 
the State Planning Board ·and nou heads 
the special · Iona Coal ' Conni ttee to 
study the facts ' of the situati on arid. 
help find a rm::/ to increase the . \?,Se of 
the product , ·of · one of !owo.' s no~t io
portnnt industries. 
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TEACHERS I ANNUITIES 

The subject of state teachers ' an
nuity leg i s l ati on was b efore the 40th 
and 47th Gene ral Assemblies · and will 
undoubte dly face the 48th As sembly. 

Whil e l eaving to the Legislature the 
functions of policy-making and i s sue
we i ghing , the Planning Board is organi
zing , for the convenience of Legisla
tors,mate rial on the case for teache rs• 
annuit ie s, fundamental f eatures that 
should guide any l egislation that mi ght 
b o ena cted, probabl e costs and source s 
of state support in other s tates. 

A r eport will be published this fall 
s howi ng the finding s and conclusions of 
the Committee stu dying the subject. 

EDUCATION 

A s tate-wide study h~s b een mnde and 
a r eport will s oon b e issued on Iowa' s 
e i ghth g r a de g r a duntes of 1932 . How 
f a r t h ey live d from high s chool, what 
k i n d of r oads exi s t e d, Tihe the r t hey 
started or finishe d h i gh s chool, are ~ 
f ew of the many question s v;hich · thi s 
study will help answer and which are 
importan t in planning for f uture s chool 
organizati on, attendance areas and p r o
g rams . 

FARM TEE.ANCY 

A specfa.l Fa rm Tenancy Com1.1i tteo , 
i n clu ding dirt f.qr1:1e r s , p riva t e and 
co r po r a te l andown e r s , has held n i no t y

-------------~ 
GBADUATED LAND TAX 

Because of i n t e r e st shown by indi
vi dual memb e r s of the Leg islature (and 
by nume rous f a r me r s in an swertng the 
Fa.rm Tenancy ques tionnaires) in p os sib
l e l egislation p rovidi ng :for a g r adu
a t e d l and · t ax, an a..1'lalysis i s b e i ng 
made of l a r ge priva t e and co rporate 
land holdings , in Iowa. A r eport will 
b e prepared . sho\7ing the distribut i on of 
the se holding s and e stima ting the 
a mount of surtax t hat woul d. be i mpose d 
under various kinds of g radua ted tax 
me asure s. 

TRAFFIC 

Th rough tho . mediu m of a '\V?A p roj ect, 
traffic su.i-ve y s have been ope rate d dur
i ng t he pa s t y 01::.i:r in Ce d& Fali s , 
Clin ton ,D,wenport, Des Moine s, Dubuque , 
Iowa City , Mn.son City and WA.t e rloo. 
Th e Wa t e rloo su rveywn.s carri e d on c o
opor :'1.ti ve l y wi th the Hi c;h;_,ny Commission, 
which ma de , r.w,-.ilabl e · a tota l of $2500 
for expense n ot ·bor ne by the WPA. The 
other citie s contributed ·:1atorinl s. 
e quipment ruid office space ruid have 
a gr ee d t o pay publi sh i ng costs f or 
t he i r r eport s , uhi ch a r o va l uable no t 
onl y t o c i t y engi ne er s and tr~ffic of
fici a l s but ::i.l so t o ·busi ness men con
cerned wi th aut oraobile trade , cus tomer 
par k i ng , e tq, 

RECREATION 

n i ne county hearings t o find _out ':"That A s tat o- 1,-i i de r e cre a ti on survey has 
the I ov,a f .qrme r s (b oth 1mnors and r ent-. made rm i nvoatory of par ks , 'p1ay6 r oun ds 
e r s ) and landlords think about pr e s ent an d ot he r r e creat i on fa.cili t i es . At
t enancy r el a ti onships and what t h o;y r o- t end1,nce counts have b een na de a t · state 
commend for the future . The repo.rt .of . parks, and · ma1, s are be i ng p repar e d 
t h is conni ttee , to be publishe,i e1'1.rl? _ sho'\'7 ing t heir nntur r:11 dra,.,i n[.; aroRs. A 
t his f A.11, will ca rry to the 4 8th Gen- r eport b a sed on t h e se :findi ng s nnd t ho 
e r a l Asse mbly op im. on s e:>..-pre ssed nt . opi n i ons expr e ssod by 2700 I owans ( in 
t h e se hear ings and defi nite r e comne ncla- a n swe r t o n quos ti on:r1ai r e ) will b e nade 
tions fo r po ssibl e l egisla tion to p r o- . t o · assist i n p1 m:.n i xig future public 
mo t e gr eater se curity of t enur e for:. r ecr eation. The di scovery and nar k i ng 
b o t h omier"-op erator [1,_l'J.d r.en t e r, with . of Hi s t oric s i t cs '17/ls cti.rri ed on under 
p r o t ection to t he non- sp e cu l a ti vo l and- t h i s project, in coopo·r a.ti on ~1i t h t he 
l ord. Stat e Hi s t orica l Socie ty .• 
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· The Chari ton Basin Project continues .. 
as a demonstration under . which a spe
cific area, in this case the six coun
ties touched by the Chariton River 
basin in southern Iowa, can benefit 
through a program of education and 
action directed by local peoplo. The 
State Pla~ning Board is furnishing an 
engineer to do the contact and coordin
ating work. 

This project started late in 1936 
\vhen, after repeated expressions of in
terest on the part of Ilk"l.?lY individuals, 
the State Planning Board formed a tem
porary committee to consider the idea 
of an experimental project . area in 
which attempts _would be made to unify 
and coordinate agri.cul tural conserva
tion, social rehabilitation apd. related 
programs. 

The committee received a petition 
from a group of southern Iowa counties--- . 
wh_ose inhabitants, in spite . o.f problems 
of soil erosion~ ~ow average income and 
population decline, have shown remark
able initiative and courage---andfinal
ly designat_ed the six counties includi~ 
the Ch."l.ri ton River Basin as the first 
demonstration area, 

From the temporary committee cane 
the present Chari ton Bn.sin project con- . 
raittee of the State Pln.nning Boa.rd. 
The people in the · six-county area, in 
turn, created their own Chariton Basin 
Planning Board which includes nore than 
250 oeobers serving on twelve sub
cor:ini tt ees. 

Pri~arily because of the g!.eat in
terest shown locally in the progran, 
nuch has been accor:1plished in the short 
tine the Chariton Basin Project has 
b.oen under way. 

Results so far include · establish~ent 
of a district heal.th unit in .cooper
ation with the State Departnent of 
Health, inauguration of an agricultural 
linestone distribution progran in co
operation with the ro,."a Energency Con
servation Works Conoittee, constructi on 

of a s'tream gaging stati9n in cooper
ation with ~he Icwa and U.S. Geological 
Surveys, and part:ial completion of a 
municipal forest program. The si.x 
counties were included in ~he 19:37 
aerial . mapping pro~r['.Jl1 of the A.Ali., a 
soils survey was set up in· . one county 
(Lucas) not previously covered, and. 
various valuable reports have been. 
written on the miner.31 deposits and ag
ricultural requirements of the area. 

At present, Ch:.'U'iton Basin flood 
control and subsistence homestead pro
jects. are being studied. The former 
would free .· vaiuable fa.rm land. from the 
twin hazards of erosion and ~iltation, 
while the latter would aid some 6f the 
population now employed part of the 
year in southern Iowa ·coal mines, but 
on relief the . rest .of the time, to be
come self-suffic:ient,. 

The work nnd findings of the newly 
created . coal committee will be of 
spcciai ir:portance . to the Chari ton 
Basin be-en.use of the substan,tial number 
of people . in the basin who · are ~epen
dent upon the coal industry. 

INDUSTRY 

Chamber of Connerce representatives . 
nee ting \7i th tho Planning Board staff 
have assisted in outlining an indus
trial survey to collect and arrange in~ 
forn.::i.tion on eco·no□ic and social fac
tors inportant to indu$try. A detail ed 
study of J0wa 1 s taxation and corpora
tion ln.ws, with a conpari son ni th sini-:
lar laws of ne ighboring states, has 
been recor:1r.1endcd. · Also suggested is a 
detailed study of the freight rate 
st~icture in Iowa, believed in r.iany 
case s to place Iowa r.mnufacturers nt a 
disadvantage due t o discri□inatory 

rates. 
Results of this work ,1ill b~ used in 

n. cnnpaign to interes_t industry to lo
cate in this state ~nd provide enploy~ 
nent t'J Iouans. 
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SECOND.ARY ROADS 

The orderly development of Iowa 1s 
secondary road system is vital to a 
very large part of our p opulation. In 
orde r that no factors affecting this 
p roble m be ove rlooked, a committ ee is 
now studying and weighing them, so tha t 
a compl e t e r eport will b e available for 
the Legislature 's consideration next 
year . 

SOIL CONSERVATI ON 
t. 

The U.S. Se cretary of Agriculture is 
legally empowered to withhold f ede ral 
soil conservation funds from any state 
that does not have legislat ion permit
ting fnrmers to orgroiize soil conse rva..: 
ti on districts and adopt land use reg
ulations. Although this authority has 
not been exercised, a number of stn.tes 
have already enacted a II s t nte soil con
servation _districts 11 law similar to a 
model statute prepared by the U.S.D.A. 
· It was felt that Iowa farmers should 
have ample opportunity to consider such 
o.ction be f ore definit e l egislation ,,,as 
di scussed and accordingly the matte r 
w~s r e f erred to the Soil Conservation 
Committee of the State Planning Bonr d. 

All farmers in thr ee townshi ps , l o
cated i n different a r eas (Southwes t, 
South Central and Northeast I owa) whe r e 
the r e h[l,S b een an unusUM chance to se o 
soil conserva ti on practice carried out, 
are being i ntervi ewed t o get p racti cnl 
sugges ti ons . 

Othe r opini ons hr-we b een obtained 
fr om county ft€;ricul tural :Jlanning col!1-
mi ttees and various farm associations 
and a fi nal r eport 1.1ill be pr epare d for 
consideration by the next se ssi on of 
t he Gene ral Assembl y . 

AGRICUL'IURE 

I n cooperatirm with I m-m State 
College and the State an d Fedcrei 
Depart~ents of Agriculture, and through 
the use of WPA whit e-collar 11orkers, 

conside ratle agricu.l tu.ral informa ti on 
has been compile d and several 11 gap s 11 

filled in t he data for I owa. One cur
r en t study is analyzing the trend. in 
size of farm ope r a tint; uni t s in diffe r
on t part s of the s tate, to hel p ans
wer inquiries as t o t he extent to which 
p owe r eqnip□en t may b e increas ing t he 
competi tion for Iowa land an d intensi
fying the difficulties of t he farmer 
,vi thout such equipment . 

WATER. :RESOURCES 

The final r eport in a seri es of six 
cove ring the va rious rive r basins in 
Iowa \,ill be publi shed yo t this summer. 
The s ix r epor ts c onst itute a compr e
hensive analysis of wat e r use and 
conservation, p resen t ancl r e com"lended, 
in this s tate. Similar r eport s pr e
pared by all states are be ing assel"l1Jl
e d by the f ode r:u. government in formu
l a ting regi qnnl nnd nati oncl pln.ns for 
flood c ontr ol,wnte r trn..nsportntion,etc. 

Speci& r epor t s a re b e i ng pr epared 
on the foasibili t y of diverting the 
wat e rs of t he Little Sioux River into 
Sp irit Lake ;_md of the cons truction of 
fish r earin.g pond.son I sland. 1 89 in the 
Mississipp i Rive r at Gu ttenb e r g . 

Thro e r OJJO rt s dealing with Iowa• s 
goolog icnJ nnd wat er r esources are in 
p r o cess of p r eparation . 'l'.-,o of these 
r eports are ti tlod Min oral Production 
in r om:1. and Mi neral Ar1~ses of Under
grou..r1d Wa t e r s of I o·,-,a . The third con
sis ts qf m~ips sh'"lr,ing the thickness of 
b e drock forma ti ons underly i ng I o\va. 
The r eport on .r:1iner a l analyses of ,n:1.t er 
will have extonsi ve use by com□U11 i ti es 
inte rested i n no,, sources of public 
wat er suppl y and. 1Jy t he engineering p r o
fession in go~1eral. Tho p r obab l e do
on.nd from cor.Jr.1e rcial comp:.l.n i es vlill pay 
the cost 0f p rinting the r epo rt,acc ord
i ng t o p r esent i ndica ti ons . 

******** ** ** 
Ci ti es nre fiY1di n6 that planning is 

the best r oRd to orderly dovolopnent. 


