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Kanawha Program Beats "Drifting Along , II Leaders Assert; . yroups 

Test Effectiven·e'ss of cooperative Efforts 

By"Rev. Edwin A. Briggs 
Me tho qi st Episcopal Church 

· . Maey .. citizens of the Kanawha commun
ity have · held ·the opin'ion" that more 
couid · ·'6e done to make . for a bett er 
quality of lif e in the community if 
some organizition cou1a. ___ .. 

Th e. community ha s good churches, 
schools· and civic· organizations, but it 
was apparent that no one of these units 
should tackle the problems alone, Some 

be set' up whereby a col- . Ui::iiqu.e Experiment 
_lecti ve effort could be · The 'Kanawha comtnuni ty, lo.-
·a.pplied to such a proJ- ca t ed in th e ,southern p art of 
ect. · Hancock County, h e s undertaken 

This particula.t coin- an experiment in community co
mun~ty' .. ha s enjoye'·d the operation . and planni ng which 
reputat,ion of possess- stands as a unique example in 
i _ng . high ideals and of Iowa. Results thus far r ecord
maintaining a wholesome ed · ad.mi ttedly are t emporary; 
atmosphere in which the they point, however , to the 
_children and young pea- possibili'ties of an i mproved 
ple might develop. In co mmunity• ·. lif e under a long
very recent years, some time and ·' •carefully executed 
subversiv~ influences program. Unfortunately f or 
have · crep·t in and fear Kanawha , t he Rev. Mr. Brigg s 
has been expressed that has just accep ted · a call to 
the construct'ive atmos- Boone where he .· enters a new 
phefe ·· of the community fi eld of service e; n March 1 . 
would be considerably This · article wa.s prepa red by 
'impaired if scmething him at the special r equest of 
we·re· not . ~one to coun- 1 Io77a Planning News. 
't erac t them. 

organization was ne eded 
wher e by each group, in 
the com~unity could co
oper a te for community 
betterment and in turn 
fi nd its own work bei~g 
strengthe1;1ed~ 

Therefor.e, steps were 
taken to form a commun
ity council to accom
plish these ends, arid 
pr9gress up _to now has 
more than justified ,t _he 
effort al though the 
movement is only in its 
infancy. 

Knowing of the ex
tension work of the De
partment of Rural Soc~~ 
ology at I01.'ra State Col,
lege, the, writer inter
viewed Prof. W.H. Stacy 
of tha t depart~ent con

Yet the desire to do some cornmuni ty 
pl~nni ng was not motfvated alone by aey 
idea ·of 'fighting a bad influence, but 
primaril~ to •build constructively. 

cerning :the fobove :plan and obtained his 
approva~ a.nd cooperation. The plan was 
laid before the officia.l board of the 
local ·Methodist Cnurch . which gave unan-
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imous approval. Other organ- :----- - _ _: __ \ .the toi?Tn council in dealing 
izations followed in approv- · with 11 objectionable road-
ing the project. · :}Ko no wha. houses · and recreation cen-

Prof. Stacy sent · docu- ·· . .. -- ters 11 ; (4) meeting the prob-
ments to serve as a guide in ,~ ... Ma,,,._., lem of "obnoxious street 
setting u.p the prog~a.m. Ac- ' 'J carnivals and other degrad-
cording to • th,ese guides the · '-.:.: ing· shows .- 11 , 

work wou ld _,be, ' carde!d on ----,-_; :--- . 2. Education. , · (l) . Study-
through 10 di visions·· of cornmuni ty life, ing possibilities . of initiating the 
Government, Education, Religious Life, character education program in grade 
Recreation ·a:nd A!'t, .. Health and Sanita- · schools; (2) considering ···landscaping 
tion, H?,m e ~ct_ivi ties,Rural Industr~es, p~plic school grounds; (3) _ considerin~ 
Urban Industries, Conservation and Com- advanced study and professional devel-
trruni ty Organization. opnient of all school teachers. 

A splendid · •s_pore sheet has been 3, Religious L:i;fe, ' ,As ·a first proj-
worked out for 'each :of these divisions ect, it was - tecommeri:ded -.that the town 
as a guide tp ,.s.coring tµe .. st~tus of the counc_il investigate lighting conditions 
community und°er ··each o( these fie],ds. outside the churc:hes. ' . : ' . . · 

Organization Forined · · 4. Recreatio'n arid Art. It was recom-
As t h e next step, a group was called me,nded ~hat, an ice skating rink be es

to gether,This group i ncluded _represent- tablished. , : 
atives fro m each of the 10 divisions 5. Heaith'· and Sanitation. This com
of cpmmuni ty .life. It. wc3: s asked to con- mi ttee_ _emphasized . th_e_ need _for educa
si'der. the _wJiole plan ,anq.: se~ wh_ether or tfona.i pr,o grams leading 'tq compulsory 
not int er~s.t w:a.s keen .enr;u gh to warrant vacci_na,tion aga'in.s t smallpox and ·a.iph-
the u :ndert~i.ng. . Prof. Sfa:cy met· with ·. t heria·. . . , . . 
us and, i°nte·rest ran high. . 6. · Home ·Activi,ties. (1) Mo r e atten-

. As _a _ res:u.J,,t, a steering co:nmittee tion to 11 hospitail.ty to strangers" and 
was. ,.nam,ed which ~et late r . and selec_ted a study of II things . in . the GOmmuni ty" 
committees to represent eac'.h . division, t hat a!'.e making home probl ems"; (2) it 
wi_t_h. from , th,ree to five persons 0~ each was . ~uggest,~d that . "thi S scorecard be 
committee • . This .drew ab<>ut 4o people disc_ussed in ladies . aid and . other .w_om.:. 
into the project. · en 1_s club gr cups; (J) ·consideration _of 

. Co !Ill!luni ty Inventory ._ organizing more ·neighborhood study 
F.ach committee met then .and careful"."' groups 'w:t,i. ich, wi'tl:i. the help of the . home 

ly scored_ .. the . comr.1uni ty in _;its respec~ demonstration agent, .might be able to · 
tive division~ Later, the · scores were provide more _systematic :~tudies of home . 
reported at a me_et i ng of . the entire . problems. 
council and various points discussed. 7 ~ Farm Industry. It w-a~ suggested · 
Out . of . this discussio·n came .specific . t4at the cqrnmunity conc:enttate on ar
points on which the council tl1.ought im- ranging attendance for evening classes · 
provement ought to be made ; to be cOi:iducted during the winter on 

ll,.s . the various reports were giv en, feeds l:l.nd . feeding. 
the following i t erns . were s i ngled out by 8. Urban Industries. This coinmi ttee 
the ,council a s special projects wh ich met, was unable to suggest a program 
could well engage t h e immediate atten- for thi_s year. . . . 
tion of the c.o r.imuni ty! . 9. Conservation. · (1) It was r~com-

1. Gov~r~ent. (a) Organizing a plan mended that a community history project 
to make fire protection available to ·be started; (2) attention was called _to 
farmers a s well as to people within the_ t he fa.ct _that the numbers of pheasant 
cor.ununity boundaries; (2) studying pos~ and other game were decreasing , due 
sibili:ties . of forming a Red Cross unit partly to' an in9rease in foxes. This 
which would . serve. as a community wel- committee was a_skcd. to discuss with the 
fare organization; (3) cooperating ':'Ti th county supervisors the matter of rais-
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ing bounties, on fox. the school to protect children. This 

10. Community. 0rgani .zation. When the move cannot be pre.i sed too highly as a 
community: . organization . report was 1:rn- state highway leads right up to the 
cepted, the committee was authorized to school grounds. It re·quired ·only the 
proceed with development of a community mention of this ··· matter in the score 
calendar. sheet to start action for this needed 

Town Council Supported improvement. 
The community council has already A detailed study is being made pre-

given the town council support in mak- paratory to putting into effect in the 
ing desired ·~rnprovements. To assist in public school the character building 
the work concerning 11 objectionable road program kriown ; as the "For I 0 wa Club 
houses a:Q-d fecrea.t i on centers, 11 a spec- Plan.ii originated by Miss Agnes Samuel
ial ·. committee was named to meet with son, State Superintendent of Public In
the town council. This was done with a struction and member of the Iowa State 
spirit of co9pera tion and support rath- Planning Board. 
er than in an attempt to dictate poli- Ice Skating Provid,ed 
cies. An ice skating rink was built and 

Tru~re were twO places of business has been in use during freezing weather 
about wl:iich centered a type of . activity since December. Th.e committee plans to 
criticized ' by t~e 'community generally. study the recrea tion problem of the 
One of · these ha s sin~e left the town. commq.nity .and consider a program of 
Little credit if ariy can be given the . wholesome r ecrea,tion 'to provide for all 
community council for this ina.smuch as a ge g roups. . . 
financial difficulties probably d.eter- Some presentation of the desired 
mined the proprietor's action. home activities . prograr.1 has been made 

Assistance Appr eciated ·befcire women's groups an.d this commit-
But in the other ca se, evidence of tee is working on further plans. One 

infringement on law wa s gather~d and promising proj e ct is to promote recrea
presented by . the to,_,m council before tion in the home , suggesting appropria te 
the oounty attorney and a be er permit and interesting ga rtl e s which children 
was :revoked. It should be said t 1'.a t t he enj <,y ,. and helping to make such games 
:town cou:q,cil hed been working on this ava ilable • . I .1th this, it is thought 
before, but ccuncil members agreed t hat · children may beco r.1e more interested in 
the support of the ~ommuni ty planni ng · playing around theirqwn firesides rath
group help ed mak e this , r e sul.t possible, er tha.n a sking to go to commercialized 

It sp.ould _be ·sa i9- that . here pro gress r ecreation c enters. 
_was made within a realm in '\Vhich it is Community History Project 
often mo.st difficult t o ::lo anything A sp ecial committee was created to 
withcut strif e in the com1:1unity.No par- prepa re a. community history. The work 
tioular individuals were sacrificed, no has . b.een divided l;l.nd historie .s of var
pe rtic,ular church or other gr oup ha d to ious organizations, including schools, 
get its fingers 1.1burned11 to do this.The churches, etc.; have been reque sted. 
whole matter was cared for legally by The community organization committee 
those respcnsi ble, aided by a united is p reparing a community calendar to be 
community backing. posted for two months a hee.d in a public 

. ·Beats Crusading place. On this calendar r egular meeting 
·How· much better this than when some dates of all organiza.tions are to ap

mini~ter or other. person ':'T ith the spir- pear. Then when a special date is de
it of reform go e s single-handed into sired the calendar can be consulted for 
su~ a fi ght, suffers injustice and ac- open days. As dates are taken, no con-
co~pli shes but little! flicting events will be planned. 
· Stop signs are now being placed on Such is a summary of progress in 
the main street of the t own op~osite (Cont'd on Page 6) 
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All Mis:s0"1,1.ri Valley Represented at Regional Conference in Omaha; 
Many Spe·akers Discuss Today' -s Problems 

Seven planni ng conferences, or pub- conference was to open in Omaha's Hotel 
lie institutes, · have been held in Iowa Paxton (:F'.ebruary 11-12) , the weather man 
during the past two years, l'eaching a- cracked down . . Heavy fog, rain and sleet 
mong many other -classifications ci ti,- made highway travel extremely .hazardous, 
zens· from all parts of the state who stopp!3d scores . of persons from starting· 
represented a long ·list of ·civic groups out for Omaha. Despite this, 200 from 
and organizations having well defined the seven Missouri Valley states and 
civic programs. others from Colorado, Illinois, Wiscon-

Success of these efforts to bring sin .· and the east were registered. It 
people together- in "lecture room" and was , estimated that another 100 Omahans 
for open discussion ha.s convinced plan- also attended. 
ner.s of the value· of the conference as . The program sparkled right from the 
a medium of spreading information about opening address . of Gover no~ R.L. Cochran 
planning. . of Nebraska.He was fol-

Report of Conference A+though inaugurated lowed by Dean H.H. Kil-
and aided · by the Iowa A complete report . of the dee., Division of Agri-
Sta te Planning Board, First Missouri Valley Planning culture, Iowa State Col
the$e conferences (ex- Conference is being prepared lege, . and Chairman of 
cep t :- the first) have in the regional office of the the Iowa State Planning 
b9en ~po nsored -_and ad- National Resource s Cammi ttee Board, and_ by Chairman 
m~ i:ist~re cl · tl1,rough a . in Om?.-ha, . and_ will be sent to . . W.R.Ronald of the South 
citi zen~ pr ganiza tion, all _who registered, There will ·. I:akota State Planning 
t he Iow:a Cc,nference on b_e a _ limited additional supply Board. _These speakers 
Planning, e~tablished for geperal distribution.Those discussed •"Plans for 
when • the .firs.t stat e,- desiring . t _his report, while the Land." Chairman A, 
wide institute was held cop ie~ -last, may write to the C,Tilley of the Nebras
in Ames, ,April 16;193C. Regi onal Office, National Re- ka. State Planning Board 

. The motivating and sources Co mmittee, 1026 ·· w.o. W, I presided, spoke for his 
guidi!).g spirit in · these Building , Omaha, 1 state. . 
confe rences ha s b e ~n - -· - -~--------~ Dr, A. C. Trowbridge, 
Prof.P.H.Elwood, .Consultant for and one Io11a ·State Geologist and member of the .· 
of th~ founders of the fo ,,va State Plan- State Planning Board, presided over the 
ning Board, whom the Natio nal Re sources aft ernoon session devoted to "Plans for 
Committee l ~st fall appointed Counselor Water Use.·" Speakers included Mr.George , 
for the Missouri Valley Regi on of s even Knapp, Tope~a, water consultant for Kan
states (Aa p art-time assi gnm ent which sas .and for t he Tri-State -Waters :Com
permi tted him to retain his position as mission (North Dak ota; South Iakota, 
hGad _--of the Department of Landscape Minnesota), and Chairman Henry Holt of 
Ar.Ght"!;e cture at Iowa State College). the Tri-State Commissio~~ . 

Plans had been · laid by the state Unable to land from an airplane be-
planning boards of the sev en states for cause of fog, Dr. Carl C. Taylor, Wash
a r egi onal planning conf e r ence to be ington, D. C., headline s:,eaker for the 
held la.st Novemper,- bu t C<l!ll1flicting e.. confer ence, sailed right on overhead 
vents cau~ed tts ;postponment until this while conference delegates were seated 
month. in the Chamber of Commerce dining hall · 

Just 24 hours before th~ two-day awaiting his arrival. He was :pennitted 

<f 



February 1:938 Iowa Planning _N~~s Page 5 

MISSOUi~J VALLEY REG ION -·· Traffic · Manager _fo!r the Fair
mont -creamery Comna.ny, for the ,-\ .. ... .l:" 

,- - - -- - -- .. - ---- __ __ _ __ __ i \ --- - shippers. 
--------...._. _ _ There was an active discus-

.·. ~~ sion period in which sevEr,al 

/ 
took part.This session was ·one 

f_inally t o land at North P1atte 1 came 
ba~k to Omaha by_ train and gave his ad
dress $aturday afternoon. _ 
. Pin~h-hi tting · for Dr. Taylor Friday 

night were Mr. Garrett E. Roelofs, for
mer -Iowa State Senator,now Statistician 
for . the ro -.,,a Unemployment Cor.1pensation · 
Commission, and Mr. Leslie S. _Bean, Mil
waukee, Assistant Regional Forester in 
t he U. S. Forest Service. 

Intense interest was manifest ed in 
11 .A Transportation Program, 11 Saturday · 
morning . Mr. fy!ark Morris, .A.mes, Director 
of the Iowa Highway Planning S~rv~y, 
opened t he discussion with an account 
of -t he planning surveys being conducted 
in mo st states. 

He was followed by Mr. F.W .Robinson, 
Omaha, Vice President -of the Union Pa
cific Railroad, speaking for the car
riers, and Mr. Martin Hartman, Omaha, 

of the best .attended of the en
tire conference. 
Mr, Walter · H. Blucher, Chicago, 

Exe cu ti ve - Secretary of the American 
Society of Pla nni ng Officials, ad
dressed the closing se-s sion Saturday 
aft ernoon on "Urban . Land Use and 

Housing Problems"; Dr.Taylor gave 
hi-s address on 11 Humru1 Relations 
in Land Use Planni ng , 11 and Dr, · 

Cbarles W. Pugsley, Brookings, · 
. President· of South Dakota 

State College , Mr. E,V.Wil
· 1ard, St. Paul, . Chief En~ 
gineer, Minnesota State Con

servation Co rnr.1i ss ion, and Mr. 
W . .0 -. Price, Ames-, Research and 
Planni ng Engineer, Iowa Righ

way Commission, prese~ted 
·summaries of the confer

ence discussions. 
Miss Harlean James, 

· Washing-ton, D. C., Exec
utive Secretary of the 
.American Planning and 

Civic Association, and 
·Mr.W.O.F.yan, Fargo,S ec

reta ry of t he Greater North Dakota As
sociat i on, presided over the closing 
session, adding their contributions to 
the prograti. 

Repr esentatives of the seven state 
planning boards were deeply impressed 
'"Tith the r eactions of those attending 
the sessions e.s overheatd in lobby con
versat i ons. Herein, it appeared, lies a · 
potent means for reaching people with 
t he -ideals and problems of planning, 
with the pro grams and efforts of state 
and community planni ng a gencies. 

Co gnizant of the efforts and results 
of t he various Iowa conferences, the 
Des Moines Register,speaki ng editorial
ly on the day the regional conference 
opened in Omaha, said tha t the conf'er
ence 11 will deal with •five major fields: 
problel!l s of land. use, the intelligent 
approach to water resources ·programs, 
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trans•portation · pr.oblema- .· .and . develop, 
men ts,>.: 'in .that -.subject\ .- ' city planning, 
and, finally, the enormous. problems pre-
sehted ;·; by : America's p·resent housing .(Cont ,1d fro·m-- Page 3) 
sh6rtage.:11 ·· · this community planning experiment . ta 

0 ·"There will be. no .edicts .handed down date! However, it is easily possible 
at· this Omaha · conference·," . the'., Regi s·ter that by-produ9ts of the moyement which 
said. "There will be no· final decisions. cannot ea.sil;v be w:ri tteri may well be 
as to: what -'shall! be done.But there will · worth as much, as those mentioned. 
oe:·a: ·. me'eting · of: m·inds among the, tech- ·. Some people have come · to. u.nd_erstand 
nicians - fro'm eight st'ates1 experts. in ; ea ch · · other .l:ietter. Organizations and 
their· :r ·espe ctive fields; candid · and _un- • in:sti tut ions ' in the community have evi-
cen:sored 'discussion ., ___ shar,ed: ·, by. the.-· denced a great~r spirit of cooperation. 
public •...:..;._ of · the problems :which ai:ise It is apparent that '. ·the possibili
from 'the ·f act that· we -.in the ;.middle;west ties of this · enterprise are far-reach
live on the· soil, .: depend o-n the wJter;- · 'ing: ' -rt' ' is''. hoped that "community plan
and need : advice . on . the everyday_ .'g_Ues- ning11 · rather than , 1_1 comm.1_:l.Il-ity drifting" 
tions of transportation, . city _planning ma.y · become / ,a· pennanent procedure in 
arid hous'ing~ , • • ~ - the: Kannwha ' community. 
- , : 11 The .,., .. sponsors are . frank ·t-0. a.dm-:i:t • 
that -this conferenc:e is ,an exper:iment. ·· Coifi.fuunity Council Personnel 
If ' it justifies · :itself by ,more clos_e1y Ji-'.aUo~ing is the personnel of var-
unifying -the Missou~i Yel.ley, ·=; by rri~ing fous- · corfeni ttees' in the Kanawha: commun-
availabl·e · i¢ormat:i:on· .and. '. techn.iques i t.y org~'.nization; __ . . 
:9'hich . shoul<;l._-: be ,: sn~red by al?:· ·states_. Ce~··tral Steerin~: O.J .Ma~and, chair-
1nvolv:ed,, then undoub.t _edly t.he confer:-7. man; ,. Rev. E. A. Briggs (re signed), Ben 
enc e wilLbe · repe{l.t13d.. ..• · -. - · · Shefdahl · • 
. · ·"The; pla!!m.:i,ng · boE.trds, inc-l'uding tha.·t Government: J. A. Yeakel, L.E.Faber, 
of Io w9- , .haye · a ·: . r: 1;al opportunity for C. R. Powers, Art Knoll. 1 

cons t ~~u0-ti ve , work ,at ,Omaha." Education: Charles E. Whitney, S.S. 
,. · .Ce:n/i)r enc e l~~ders were encouraged_ Tande, . Mrs. H,J .JQhnson, _ Albett1 Cooper. 
by a ~·i: .. ·0.1::>'.~ "b~;l:.i.ef .th~t what ·the · Re gis- • · · ·Religious Life: Rev. D.H.Plesscher, 
t e:r . h 0 .-:_ : ,C1y; ~:·.J.:i:c t~d., a ·ctua1ly' transpired Rev. M. N. Peterson. 
at -LH . -- ic r:." -::r•,nc.e . -:-.,: .. ·: ;_, , -,)iec;rec:t.::i.. sm ,and ,A.rt:Clarence TJ:,io:rson, 

10 ,-,::., ,,;;1' •l':-"'c11 lar l y : . l eft its:;me.-rk-·, on Jack .J_qhnson, ,.,, J;).L _.'.'iV,ilkte, William Dey. 
the . co:.1 \.' f.t:.,j 'nl-." , 'Pn.ts. · st.ate was. repJ'e-:- Heal th and ·sani_ta.tt9ri: Dr,. ·A.L,Judd, 
sen ~, ;-; }),,,- ':.;._ y• :.-.~ons. Signif-i·c~nt · was :pr.L-, W.Elle.r; Pr; R,!,i.Stewart, . Dr, -~.C. 

·thE'),: · e t, ·,;·-:·r; 1., l" .i -c:- :-:c, all met'1be:rs · qf' ' the St~ck , · :: :_- .. . : . : ·: ; _; .. ·, . -.: . , . . . 
· Mil:'. :,,. · . ~::. ;_,:t;-t.· ::.,>s'r•d.,-·of Sup.ervisors who .: Bom e :. ActJv_ities; : )~rs . . V,A,BloD;1gren, 

were •. a,.::e', ,:,, ··-::!d i'.;~:._ ,-;;::, a l ' recogni.tion -be- Mrs ·. :E• :.: ~• .:Shel 1:lahl ,,i .; MJ~s Anpa U_ken .. : . 
fo l7e t l'.1'(.') . ~u±:1f\,:,_· •• ;1,•·4: ::·;H . their '. planni ng , Rural ; Indil ::; .t. 7.:-, ~ ~ Sµ.pt . .. ~- S 1 ·.· Thorson ,, 
and . buil ding a .c -:Li. 1~-~c:;e . ·s e ttling: basi.n. .Wil-lia,m Co<';p!3.r_, · JP. F: -, :F'rt edow , .. F. T_.Freer-

. _:'r. ·•. ,.;, .. ,. ,;· · * . : .: . kann. ,. 
11 Wh:.le t h.:,·· 1::i:i;,:,.1P.:.n . re.c e will. n.o .· doubt Urban · [ndu.:, c:~if, . 1-10 rsir1 Ol~on, · . Harm 

accompl i Gh '. nia.r.:r ·1.h:ngs . in , the future Riek.ens , G; , ~l, : ·J .. /1,J, { :8p;:r.g~ Ab_lJas. : . 
t hat we.have . j;:c, ~ ~-,:~•bsen 1.1't'le. to :do,it · ,· Con;sHvanc,n; P ,,J· .,r,:::,1-~-~~c. , , ·O_.E.Joh~
will , · ns:· far : as • scie,.1ce now tell•s us, ,s9n.; ,, T, H . l'!+() l)'Jpson, • ;r~s .. s.e :Sl,asier, . Harry 
·apyarently ha.ve· to, .. , d.o . . them with much ,;P.e.ters. , , . . :•.-
t he · s.2me - means -. and resources : that we .:Community• Organ,iz~tioil; T.L.Kins_eth_, 
now use. 11 : -~ · Outlines of School Cou,rses Ben Sheldahl, Mr. H. H. Stewart, H • .. H. 
in Conservation, :Vf:J.,v_ra. , Assink. 

• · ... *··· *· ... · ... • 



.IOVv;\ ,GUJDE £:OOJ(; GOES -ro ?.KESS 
Resu.J.fs of :Two Years of Research Compiled in 500-Page Woik 

· With Photographs and Maps · 
. . r . 

By Raymond Kresensky, Director 
Federal 'iVri ters Project for Iowa 

There have_ 1?een many books dealing period 9f work) \'l'ere _called on .. to ch!=JCk 
with · pha 'i 'es'· of Iowa life, but not be:.. · the facts.Much ·of the material was c61-
f6r_e ': ?ne· , book ·cov~ring . a~i . ·phase~. lected 'through 'and ·from persons . and' or'-- : 
11 Iowa:· · A . Guide to· the Hawkeye State·, tt ganizaticiri:s such as the Iowa State Plan:.. 
riow;',with' ' the 'prf nters I is that one bobk. n ing Board, State Historical Society I 
·. ·,,The >Federal Writers ProJect for Iowa: State ·Conservation Co r.un i ssion·'1: together 

(works Progiess Adn1in istration)', · esta~ w'ith . w'orkers in th~ cit;y- an'd state ii'-:i 
lished in Des · Moines with wo'rkers in braries, ~u.t_hori ties in: schooHi and col
ail' ·,9f ; the iar~er cities an_· cl. toa,,~· of · I e'.o-es .· . in 'state · county and municipal 

t:> ,,.~ ' o , . , . ' ' ' ~ 

th,e' -~inalier'' ··towns I :te_gtin ' \VOrk . on tfre . offices througho'u t Iowa' . . . . 
fook in· the · ·:fall . of :r·.. . ·: - ~ ' Now, aft er t vro years 
1935_. ' : R_~search wo'±·kers' ; .... _Li tt_le Kno,wn .. proj ~cts of oock.:.stage work I the: 
a:hd ; sp ecial ··. writers I On this and the next page : Federal Writers Project•' . 
d:raftsfuen·, printers! and will be found bri e'fdBscrip- is comi ng ' before the 
t ;yp ist·s,mostly frorri ·the· tion.s of t wo little known 1;lut publ'ic with a completed 
r a nks of the unemployed highly int eresting and signif- · book.Guides to Dubuque, . 
and reli ef rolls ·, begah :i,cant · WP.A. projects wh i ch have Southwe stern Iowa, Cedar. 
assembl i ng Ii:ta.terial' a- · peen :,oper a ting for some time . Ra.pid: s and Northeastern 
bout 'Iowa. ~n Iowa, employing in :one ca se Iowa have already been 

·uses · for · -this bo'ck y oung writ ers and in :the o_ther . published:; · : booklets on 
were obvibusly· man;;< · It · artists; . and other persons who : Estherville, Marsha.11-
was· ·to ' serve as a guide have indicate.¢. a natural ·tal ... , town, ' ··. Waterloo ·, Ke6kuk 
for ~o~rist's, as an eri:.. _ ent and inter e st i12, th ese two ' and Burlir;,gt_on .. are. in 
cyclopedia of facts, as fiel ds. The_se eccciunts were _ process of · compilation. 
a text · book, · and ·1ast writte~ especially f o;r and at '- But the one great er
but not 1eas·t, as a lit- the request . of Iowa 'Ptanning ' fort of the Iowa writ
erary : ·tr·ea.tise, . an in- News. Tt ' H believed r1ea ders . ers has been , the state 
t ·erpreta'.tion . of · : Iowa, will be much· intereste·d.: in · book; Pub],ication of 
past and~rese~t; learning ab-out these projects this ' book, now in the 

TO •·' collect · t-his ' ma.:. - and what they mea n to Iowa . . galleys, is sponsored 
t'erial, more t han 125•, ..,__ _ _ _ _ _ ___ ________ by the Sta_te Historical 
workers wer·e · busy at one time studying Society as a Terri to rial Centennial ed
old riewspaperi:1; .· ree.ding ·books, inter- ition, printed by the Vi.king Press of 
viewing ' auth6'rities and otherwise col,;_ New York City. 
l ecting 'informa tion. · This · 'staff was ' This book, · containing 500 pages . of 
later r educed to 70 :peOJ?le; including inter e·sting mat erial divid ed into three 
historians, t eachers, mtnisters, clerks · parts, ·conforms in style to the guides 
and any others who could. delve in books for the · oth·er ·47 states. 
or manu scripts and ' weed oiit f acts to . The first s'Eiction, a seri es of es-
help the writer. says, ·deals with Iowa I s geology, ··na tur-

Af t er t he material ,,.ras collected and al r esourc es, ' Indians, history, agri
wri tteri in continuity, authorities (r:iariy · cultur e, · cui tural attainments and .-wit,h 
ofwhom were consultedthroughoutthe (Cont 1don Pa~e9) " ·.: .. · 
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JO.Yi;\ JfJTO 
Index of American Design Project Combs ' State for Early 

.Aesthetic Touches • from ·Every Day Life 

By Harry Donald Jories, · Supervisor 
Iowa Index of American Design 

When William' Flick, back in 1860:· or of . the Index project really begins. A 
thereabouts; · pounded out two strips of : good photograph · is required, then a 
iron, curled the tapering ends and ·at- water · color notation direct from the 
tached a cross bar like an 11 H11 , he was obj'ect and a complete data report not
thinkin•g only of making a . good shoe ing the designer, owner, description, 
scraper for the bakery doorsteps at. conditions ·and any other information ~f 
South Amana, Iowa. interest. 

It still is in use dutifully pro- After approval of the objects by Co-
tecting the spic and span floors of Mr. ordinator Adolph Glassgold of th~ Wash
and Mrs. William Zuber, present opera- ington Index staff,the -data sheet, col
tors of the Amana Col- ~==============il or sketch and photo-
ony Bakery. Last Sept- graphs are assigned to 
ember, , a crew of two a project artist who 

:;!:!s. f:: :h~ho~~;~ . , .: ... :·,-.= <'. . } ~/: ~:;~::e i\~;:~~i~~lo:e~ 
Unit ·of the Index of ·. · · · · .. . : · '. · presentation of the ob-
American Design stopped .• ./ .' . ~/: · . ject. The paintings are 
in admiration of the . . sent to Washington to · 
simple construction and / · ' ;, become part of the na-
harmonious proportions tional collection. 
of Mr. Flick' s wrought ·On a recent six-day 
iron scraper, trip, we located more 

Mr. and Mrs. Zuber than 80 objects in the 
were amazed · that anyone · · ,._,. / / ~\·,";.'.~<?' northeastern part of 
should think so much of -· ~ · · _ . .- · Iowa, performing the 
their every dey scraper Wrought iron foot scraper, data, sketch and photo~ 
so· familiar · to them handiwoI'k · of William Flick a- graph routine. We ·found 
since childhood. How- bout 1860 and still in use on jugs, glassware, cigar 
ever, . they were willing South 'Ariiana doorstep. store Indian signs; ·min_. 
enough to let us ,photo- ers carts from early 
graph · it and other objects about the lead mines of Dubu.que,textiles, chairs, 
bakery thet reflected a distinguished cabinets, home made pitchforks, wrought 
sense of craftsmanship, the cupboard, a iron, wood carvings, a rare single ox 
mixing spoon, the table, half a dozen yoke and dozens of fascinating objects 
SJ:iall cerami.cs, and they even accommo- of such fine design and finish we were 
dated by having their daughter pose in a.strnished at the aesthetic comprehen-
a tYPical .Aman:a bonnet and shawl. sion of our early settlers. 

We had an enjoyable meeting with It is enjoyable to perceive through 
these people and it is ·likely that we these objects the fact that an aesthet
left a new .value i'n · their· lives by our ic interest, a heal thy inventiveness and 
interest in· the objects that seemed so often a rare ·dis·crimina.tion were appar
ordinary to them. ent, ·and w-e' ·deduce that life was not 

After locating the objects, the work totally consumed with a rugged,individ-
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ual conquest of ~he soil, The sensitive 
.talent indicated and preserved through . 
the de_s~gns bespeaksa subtle living. In 
contemplat_ing this, we are more aware 
.tha£ ,toq.ay, .as then, there is a cul tur
aL. inter e st within our daily living · 
that. · complements the toil which pro- · 
v;ides· our dally bread. 
, , One' ' worth o'f this Index project is 

.. tha t today .1 s craftsmen have for the 
.· fi r st time a r ef erence to Ame rica I s 

.ea .,-,ly desig_p .characteristics . A tradi-
t t on · is gi ,ven id,,enti ty. Hqvrever, it is 
no t tha t these early designs s."iould be 
s ~t .up .a s examples to be co11ied, ra.tlier 
t_!:ie. t t 'h ey point a dir ection for an as
similation of · characteristics of our 
a ~t fo rms a s they diff er from European, 
As i.a tic . arid Ori_ental a rt forms. 

,An~hropolQgtcally, we have in Ameri
ca ·a 1+Dique amal gamation of racial,geo- · 
gr aphfoal and economical influences so 
t l).a t the art we develop will '\)e charac-

. t er:- i ·z~d for some time by diversity 
r ather than by a single, . totalitarian 
urn t y . This is no_ argum ent for the the-
_oi-y of regionalism.The l~mits of a ·cul
ture are not ge9 graphical. The strata 
of our i ntelligence measure the level 
of A.~erica 1 s art. 

Th e .Iowa Unit of the Index of Aineri
ca.n Design in _its humble capacity is 
contributing to this nati onal compila-· 
t1 cn, and from its final portfolio form · 
and possible distribution to libraries, 
mus eurps and scho9ls, and hence orr to 
working artists, there may well come a 
m:>st enligh ten~d pyriod for American 
deci gners who formerly were forced to 
cl t mb a .patror's Parnassus carrying Ro
mar.. , Greek and Renaissance man1U3:ls with 
an anple supply of tracing paper. 

Hol ger Ca.'1-i.ill, Nati_onal Director of 
t h e Federal Art Project ·, had: a rich 
Vi !:l ion for American Art when he con
ceived t he Index project. The aping of 

. furopean forms is passing and proof is 
a rising that out of our hetero geneous 
or1 g~ns, America has a talent slowly 
forming a significant art. · 

Edi'tor' s Note: Personnel of the Iowa 
Index proj ect includes in addition to 

Mr. Jones as supervisor, a photograph
er-research man, Mr . O. M. Barngrover; 
part-time· re·search assi'stant, Mi'ss: Dor
othy Jastram; a 'rt·i ·st.;.,fociretary, Miss 
Kay Dunbar; artists, Mr. Earl l3utlin, 
Mr. Arthur _Stewart, . Mr. George Brown, 
Mr. Frank Eiseman. 

***" **' 
IOWA 'GUIDE BOOK 

GOES TO PBESS 
( Cont I d from Page 7) 

the state's· economic and social devel
opment. 

· Se:ction two presents Iowa• s larger 
c:tties, • taking · each o'ne as a story in 
itself, giving the f acts of history and 
contemporary · life, and listing impor
tant _information. 

The third section·· describes tours 
across the state, following Iowa's ex
cellent highways ; north and south, east 
and . west: No point of interest, however 
small, i 's negl ected. Furthermore,one 
gets a runn i ng comment of life in the 
state a s the story-tour passes through 
towns and village s and over country 
roads. 

There al so are sect'ions of practical 
information about roads, . regulations, 
an:r;iual events, ·· calendar, chronology of 
t he s'tate I s history, lists of books and 
othe r material. . 

Th e book · is to be profusely illus
trated with photographs of· buildings, 
farmlands, factories and points of in
t erest, as well as comprehensive maps. 

The proj ec·t was set up by Jay du Von 
as state director,working with the Iowa 
State· Planning Board. Si nce his trans
fer to other work, the project has been 
directed by the writer. 

, * * * '* * 
The idea that we can waste and prod-

i gally consume important and valuable 
resources without regard to the future, 
and that · 11 some substitute will be found 
when they are gone," is one of th e most 
prevalent and mo s t criminally stup id of 
the ideas that a re hel d at the pre s ent 
dey. It is the idea of the spendthrift 
who is running through his inherrtance. 
--- "Outlines of School Courses in Con
servation, 11 Vavra. 
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'!· c:i'.ties ; ·: '-iike·::peopie azrd 'ciu.sinesses, 
never stand still; ~hey i~ither go ·ahead 
or slide backi'{a:rd . . . 

Kossuth ccrurity '•M.s a 'planning board, 
chiefly coneerned with correlating a 

l I . .... . .. ,. •• , . 

program :for the progress of the county 
a~"'a '{;,hi)ie ; . ~i 'th especial . regard to a.g-
r~c12-), ~u:r~. . 1 . . .. • 

.-: ;· ~Hi;gna:;- :· ~s ' a:,:_ ci:tt; could _ . pc;,ssibly 
·st?-nd .. : an · Ol'.'ge:nization sbmewhat along 
th'e sf,ime Un~; but 'with special · atteh
tibr/. to bilil"tling and · bettering' the city 
of the future. · · · ' ··• · • · · · 
: ,·.·Whaf ' we -hav'E3 iii; ~i tia. is this.We have 

• • . . • '·, .. •• l ,I • . ., • . I -~ ' • - · ) • • • • '• 

t wo - s·e:rvice orgah"izations, :;l.otary 'and 
JCi;y3:n~:~, two cnambe!' of• commerce . grottps, 
~uni.9_( 81,1d _Sei}Jor, . -' }~e I.egion and Au~.:. 
ilia~y: . . tttt3 . Veterahs of Foreign· Wars, 
t hi, 'city , council; . the park boerd, the 
Pe:tei1{:.T'e/iche·r ti:ssbciation ; · the Womai-1 1 s 
Hub',' :' arid. . .-. vari ous 0th~!' groUlJS. - They 
~11 . have _ their own certain purpo1;,es, 
dutie¢' ·a.nd 'functtti'ns ·. '. · · . . ,. ·· 
'·.·' +f'. a l·re~_resentl:-five :from ea~h ?{ the 
above' groups, anq:_ others cvnn_ected with 
civic life' in the community, could be 
appoi~t,ed, ,an9- meet , occasionaily, ___ · it 
:,.,~il+d ... · b,$, ::pos$i bt~ t?, have a represen
't~Ji:yE_:l e;ro'\lp of aU sections of the ci'~, 
all _·. classes of people, . and all diver
gent interests assembled as one.To them 
?,6~cl- . go i:l}lggestl,6ns· for City improve~ 
ifieht, ·· for study, consi(l.eration and ei
}h~'.r \ m::i.. t~a: action· oi- · rej ~ction. 
. Ev'eri." the Man About --Town niigiit be put 
on the city planning co~.imi ttee; he fre
qu~ntl;y- . cracks out a worthwhile sugges
t i on . 'or idea· that h13-s more truth than 
., . '' '. fl ', .. ,;: · , . . ' ' •. 

f i bti6~ at its core, · 
' ' ·•,rh·ere . are matters pertaining to chil
dre111 s playgroUhd· act'ivities both sum
JD et and · winter, beautify"ing parts of 
t he city, general city improvements as 
_to zoning, transient peddlers, sewage 
disposal; · and many other things, sug
ge~tions that mi ght aid State street 
merchants in obtaining building improve-

l FEBRUARY . ISSUE DELAYED I 
The February issue of : Iowa Planning 

News comes to ' its teaders a few d.ays 
later than usual; · Chief :teasori is tliat 
its future cour,se dep~nded upon the in
terest ,ei_pr.-essed by readers . through 
their requests to continue to receive 
this news bill.letin. It will ·be of in
t~:rest to readers to know -that . just ·u.n
d.er 2,000 have asked. to have their 
·harnes kept on the maiiing list; · · Liter
ally . hundreds of most: encouraging com
ments ··. evaluat1ng . Iowa ·Planning News 
have been rec·ei ved. 

With the · termination of· part of a 
Works Prog"ress Administration project 
under which Iowa Plann{ri'g lfo•is had been 
produced . up ·· to . January: :31, 1938, the 
News' _· faces _difficult . problems, . one of 
which ''· is _the necessity of paying post..:. 
age inasmuch as the :franking privilege 
is · n6 longer available·. This alone has 
necessitated r-ed:ucing t-he mailing list 
t ·o those · who have expressed a desire to 
'continue to receive . the News. -- Edi tor 

ments from landlords•, aid to such · an 
event · as the Charity ball -- all func
tions more or less of other groups, but 
such that . a coordinated Flanning Board 
could be of i"minense help and assistance. 

We . . can sit idly by, . ' believing that 
what we 1 ha:ve is fine,and tetting future 
developments and improvemerits · take their 
o•o cour·!:le in their · own sweet · time. But 
a · 1;,ound"er . program would be one that 
f ound a ·representative body of citizens 
pi.anriingand· thinking aboµt improvements 
that can .be made -- and ' must be made -
to keep Algona ahead or abreast of the 
parade in these mod0rn times. 

The effective and. continued practice 
of conservation is a ·patriotic obliga~ 
tion ·of the ~ost important kind.The fu~ 
ture responsibility and greatness _ of 
our nation will largely depend on the 
extent and efficiency With which we 
carry out its principles during the 
present generation. "Outlines of 
School Ccurses in Conservation, II Vavra. 
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AGRICULTURAL FACTS 

S.T 

IN 

IOWA . RANKS 

Corn -- 18% of U. S. Total 
Oats -- 22% of u. s. TOtEl 
Hogs -- 27.5% of Total No. Slaugh

tered Under U, s. lnspection 
Horses · -~ 8% of ·u. s. Total · 
Value of All Livestock --

$366,524,000 in .January 1937 
Grade "A" Land -- 25% .of U.S.Total 
-Number of Fat Cattle · 
Number an<! Value of pourtry · 
Numoer _and Value of Eggs Produced 
Per Capita Production of Food 

Products 
Pop Corn-~ World Center 
Timothy Seed -- World Center 
Total Value of Graln Crops 
Value of Land and Fa.rm BUildings 
Value of Farm I mplements 
Farm Owned Automobil e s 
Farm Owned Telephones 
Fa rm Owned Radios 
Percentage of Improved. Farm Land 
Intelligence of Her P eople, HavJ.,ng 

the Lowest Percentage of 
Illiteracy 

No single 11 ci vi li_zed 11 area in the wor1d of c6mparabl e 
size has such Qonsi stently fertile soil as Iowa. It 1 s a 
vast, unbelievably rich garden which 1s beautiful beyond 
description. QFrom · 11 Agr1cultural FaQtS -- 193?, H Iowa 
Department of Agriculture) .... 

r 
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