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Towns and Ci ti e s Can Control Res i dentia l E:x-pa.ns i on. 
to Pr ev ent Future Bl igh t ed Ar eas 

·: ·_. . . ~- :r: 
Ci t y p l anni ng i s the publi c cont r ol, im'!lediate or visi.ble p r o ·b], em, _ ~ 

t h rou gh planning Ln advanc e, of the However, i t _mus t _be ,.admi t te,d t h at 
phy sical development and u se of land such a r eas a r e g ener a l ly much in _t he 
and i t s appur tenances i n the int e r e st s minor i ty · and t hat they: -E\- r E a:l mos:t .er1,:._ 
of the community as a wh ol e . gulf ed by co n s ;i.der abl e port ions -of ·the-

I t is ' t he r efo re obv i ous t hat goo d ci ty t ha t ei t her ar e bl i ghted , definite­
housing be· c~;on'le s defi - !- ------- - ---- ---1 ]yruincd and l E' f'" ster 

FACING BUI LDING BOOM · · . -: t, -
n i tel y a pha se of city I il e , or sh ow mar ked in-
pl a nning.' And because I n t he Novemter is sue of j di ca tions of oncom i ng 
r e sident ial a r eas ·and Iowa Pl a nni ng New s appear ed j bligh t . Mor eover , . mo s t 
t h e i r ·port i on ._ of the a war ning t o towns a nd cit ies j of the blighted a r eas 
tota l ·cfty a r ea given t o p r epar t: by p l ann ing and I occupy prom,inent lo ca­
ove r fo. streets , par ks ,_ zoning f or a _.future r es i d.en- l tions . 
p l ay . a r eas ~nd othe r tial building boom . Ot n e; r wise , Because of the r el a ­
normal community acc e s- t hey ma;y again Expe r ien_c e al l tively lar ge propor­
sor'ies occupy vi rtually t h e evii s of unr Egula t ed urhan t ion p r obl ems of t he 
30 pe r · cent of the to ..: g r owt h whi ch ha s i n so many 

I 
r Esidential ar.eas bear 

tal devel 'o'p ed ar 0·a ' in· insta nces in the pas t, in mo s t I t o al l city pl ann ing 
t he ave r age c ity , p rob- cit ie s, r esult ed i n c os tly ex- i p ro bler:is in t he _smal l er 
l'Eim'S · havfog to· do with t e nsion of u tili tirn and in I and medi'll;D .s ized citi es, 
t hese r esident i a l a r eas sU:burban ol i ght. Tho se who saw I future p l q,pning Clf: t hese 
shoul d c'o·ns t i t ute a ma- in that di scu s s io n a 'nint of I citie s may r e solve i t-
j or · cb-n:s ide r a t ion in what may occur in the f uture, 1 self mainly i nto a r e-
city ' p l anning. will be int er e st ed in t his : pl a t ting and r ehousing 
· ·' T-n any 'c:i'.ty or t own , · discuss i on of u r ban housing i pro gr am based on a lo ng 

t;h:2~_0' ~r·e ·C':e r:tEi;i n· r esi- and r e s idential plann1.:ng.. j' time p l an fo r r eha·b­
deht ial ' · areas t hat are ·- ----- ----------- ilitat ion of exis t ing 
we1°i -; i jd·a. dut 1with dwell ing st r u c ture s blighted . a r eas and a p r ogr am for con­
of' 'g6biFt:i.r chit fctur a l quaUty, surround- tro l of f u r ther r es idential expansion . 
ecf by- ·- ·p r o1ei<e:nvi r onmen t and suppli ed City planner s l ong h ave cont ended 
withe .· a11·- the accessories necessary for that t he n. sident i a l neighbo r hood r a t h­
a .. _.comple t e cornirru.ni ty ··· 1 if e . Fo r such er t han t he bl ock should be the unit of 
par ts of the city ther e se emingly is no the city plan . Theo r e tical ly , such a 
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resid,ential unit develop­
ment should provide hcusing 
f c• r t ha t pcpula ti on for 
which one el ement a ry school 
ordinarily is r equir ed . 

OLD STYLE SUB-DIVISION PLATTING 

Such a popula tion should 
be suf:fici ent to maintain a 
proper nunber of ccmmercial 
institutions necessary for 
an effici en t distribution. 
The unit should be bounded 
on all s ides by artificial 
e r natural barriers so a s 
to nake it as distinctly 
separate as possible frnn 
surrounding s ectir'·ns. 

Effe ctive barriers. would 
be art erial or semi-connect­
ing streets, des i gned to 
carry Dll through traffic 
ar ound the dwelling area 
rather tha n into it. The 
neighbo rhood itself should 
be provided with a special 
streGt system designed to 
follow natural contours 
whil e providing easy a ccess 
to dwellings. 

Be sides the recomr:ien ded 
physical l .ayout of the 
neighborhood, other funda­
mental r equir emen ts are that 
it be supplied with sQall 
par ks and r ecreatic n spaces 
t o mee t the needs of the 

This monotonous gridiron plan has but littl e 
charact er or appeal. The unnecessary cross 
streets are Hast eful of ':Land and expensive to 
construct. Values drop off rapidly as the lower 
end of t he property is a]_Jproached and t he c i t y 
park, which is the best natural asset, is l ef t 
inacc essible. No effort has been made to divert 
through traffic fr ,,r.1 the minor r esi dential 
streets. (From FHA Technical Bulletin No.5) 

particular area; tha t sites 
for the school and other c0munity i n­
stitutions have as their npl1ere of in­
fluence the limits of .tLe unit,and that 
shopping di stricts be adequate for the 
population to be s erved a~d be laid out 
on edge s of t he neighborho0d, carefully 
segre t a.t ed from the dwelling area s, yet 
within easy walking distance. 

Al th ough t his cc,nception is adnit­
tedly idealistic and not intended for 
widespr e2d adoption in its exact f0rm, 
it should neverthel ess be kept foremost 
in mind in present and future planning 
and replanning endeavors. Its reality 
is becoming more and more poss ible as 
mor e a tt ention is given to revamping 
t he American city. 

Unfortunately, most American cities 
a r e char a cterized among other t hings by 
l ar ge areas of vacant, undeveloped land 
within their boundari e s. This feature 
of urban _growth r,2.s engendered rrasteful 
scattering of improvements. Land devel­
opraent in excess of need of ac tual 
building demand is a was teful procedure 
and co s tly not only to the city but to 
the ultir1ate purchaser who intends to 
build; and when newly opened resid.en­
tial land is not properly supplied wi th 
the utilities essential for healthful 
and sound urban env ironment, incipient­
ly bligh t ed areas are a ctually create d . 

These areas, characterized by cheap , 
shoddy smell 1 ho me s · surrounded by un-

I .. 

l 
J. 
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desirable out-building s that . should 
have no _place, in relc:.tively conge sted 
urban ar eas, are to be f ound· in . every 
city, but are particularly noticeaole 
in smaller citi e s where the ' single-fam­
ily d.etc:.ched dwelling p redominates; and 
t hey _ almo s t e.lweys tr2.i l off into hap­
h 222.rd commercial d evel npments, automo­
'r,i le dumps, r oad,.•10u s\cs and the like, 
strewn along th:, pr'incisa l r Eld.ial thor­
O'J.{'.;hfares .which shoulo.. bE the impres­
s ive approaches to the ci ty proper in­
stead of what they oft time s really are. 

A city that provide s wr.1.l bril t up 
resiriential areas, concer1t:r·ated. tn.t not 
crowq._ed, w"i., th op en spac es tha t are 

uncontroll e d and · unr)lanne d efforts is a 
corresp onding · decrease in ·quality _of 
d esign. The common results are inflated 
land values, scatter ed dwelling s and a 
lack of ne cessary f a cilities. Premature 
subdivision of raw land into lots, put 
on the market without the ne cessary e-

. quiprnent installe d, more ofte n than nnt 
result s in the crea tion of incipiently 
bli ght e d are2s. 

In a s r'• mi.d system of urban land de­
velopment,mi..lnicipali ti e s should be giv­
en the authority to requirG scme kind 
of reciprocal obligation .J n th e part of 
both sellers · and p'irchasers that the 
necessary sewers, water mains and 
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streets will oe install ed prio r to or r eo.l e sta te . devel opments. 
c1.m current TTi t h t he e r e cti <' n of dwell- ( 2) Con s :i. d..er e tion of t he po::;sioility 
ings. t hat it may be f a r ·be t t a fo r t he pub-

Usually l and is sol d to peGple who l i e a s a whol e to subs i c iz e t 1e ext en­
a r e not · inf c r med a s to what s ewerag e , sion of utilities to t hose who cannn t 
stree t and ot he r i mprov ement costs in- possibly pay for even r1ininur:1 fac ili­
volve , and bef o r e any . p l a n or e s t i ma te ti e's ne od.ed i n uroan a r eas t hpn t o a l­
of co s t ··i s p r ep a r ecL l q1r such home build.ers to er e ct i nsa ni-

I t is a well known f a ct t hat in our tary and i nadequate dY1el l ing s. 
citi es t oday extensive a rea s have been (3) Possibly a n alterna t e accep t ance 
subdivided ., in advanc e of t h e ext ension --- t ha't of publicly subsidized and 
of public f acilities. As a r esult, many governmen t built l ow cost hcu sing for 
purchase r s, aft e r t aking j?O ssessio n c f f amili e s who cannot aff o r d dec ent hous­
t heir p r oper ty and upo n er ecting : dwel l- i ng suppli ed t hr ou gh normal private en­
ings ; f ind· t h ey are not abl e to affor d t e r p ri se . 
t he i J:1p r ovement . ccs ts, so t ha t unl e ss To<'lay, t he a r ~ent is b ecorri ing r:io re 
t he . city advanc e s t he .- ·-----···---·--;~N LA ND USE - and rn0re accep t a bl e 
ne ces sar y cap ital out- 1· t ta t if f af:lili e s cannot 
l ay t he a r ea is · soon · Duri ng t he pas t t 1,10 years , aff0r d to pey for a t 
blight ed by . t he appear- · · t he Iowa Sta te Pl anning Boar d l e f1s t t l e r equired ni n­
ance of outside t o il e ts.: has · conducted urban l a nd use I i r-ru.':1 urban f c.ciliti e s 
and oth e r obj e ctionabl e survey s for s ev er al Iowa c i t- t hey shoul d. no t a tt enp t 
elements a r1 s1ng frorn· i es , publ i shing r eports fo r t o · pur chase s epar a t e 
t h e l a ck of t hose f a c :.:; each city. ·· In t he s e r eports, h r: r.1e si t es , since i t is 
D_ities whi ch constitute ·· · p l a nning p r obl em,s · affe cting an es tablished fe et t ha t 
rr.ir,ir-rum r equisites f o r · r 0s i dential, cnr.1:1ercial, in- such a p r a c tice d.ef i ­
snfe a nc1 l1e al t h ful en~ du s trial a nd r a ilroad a r eas ni t dy - l ea ds t o poorly 
vironment . and st r ee t syst ems wer e ,:!is- buil t nn0. bligh t e d 

I n cases where new cussed . In · t his a rticle e r e ne i ghb o r hod s . 
l a;d is opened to h i gh-· prc. sent ed t he gener ol sugge s t- I s i t bet t e r f r n :i 
e:r clns s · r e si d.entie.l l i ons r 0la ting t o r e s i dential t he stand oint of c0n ­
di s tricts, · of . c , urs o , l and u se and .hou s i l:1£ p r r:bl er'l s ,iuni ty heal t h , safety 
t her e i s nearly a l way s as outlined i n t he ur ·ban l and a nd welfa r e t hat l ow 
ei t he r an outrigh t in- u se· r epo rt s . . inc1,m e far.1il ies be 
stallatic n of util iti e s --- ----- ___ ._ ___ n ,:.us ed in sound dvvell-
by t he sel l er or so 1ho a gr eer:1en t b e h1een ings and t h e extra co s t fo r be t ter 
t he sell er and purchaser a s to t he ir h.'using and f or p r ovis i c, n of u t ili ti e s 
p r ovisi on . Such is no t genE: r ally true, be . . subs idized dir.ec.tly, t han t o sub s i ­
however , in t he ca se of l and sold t o diz e indirectly . t he co st of ext ending 
purchas e rs hav ing only v e ry lir.1 i ted in- utilit i e s · to neighborhocrt s marred by 
cor.ws,who of t en bu.ild inad equate dwell- . t oe cheaply built h cuses and Bha ck s ? 
ing s . Prac tical solutiu ns of ,;1ha t t o do 

In t he end , t h e city po ssesses a r eas about dep r eciated r e sidE,.ntial a r eas 
t hat no t only a r e so r e spots f r ol!l a n sh oul d be □on J?Oss i 'bl e i n snall e r cit­
ae sthe tic p oi nt of vi ew bu t a l so may i ei;1 because by t he nat u r e of t rie ir r e s­
be qome breeding J.Jl ac r;s fc r all kinds of · i dent ial devel opment ' ( sin,:;l e-fa!"'.ily 
social and physi ca l ills , inst ead. of dwel ling s , h i 1yi r a t io cf ho r:ie cwnorsh ip , . 
be coming heal t ln'ul a nd o rds rl ;:.· cor.:ir:iu ni - e tc. ) u r ban l anc1. and housi ng p r oblems 
ti e s for J.oH i ncooe citizens . are no t com1Jlicat e d by inte ns ive uses 

Solution of t :1e pre bl em of supp l ying of l and , hi,::;h VL,lue s , sna l l p2r c els , 
utiliti e s to a l l h-:n:1e s in t he ci ty de- coml:,l ex □ort5n<-::e s tructur es , and o t her 
pends p r i m ,rily upon : f eatur es cha r oc t 1.: r i:otic of t he □etro­

(1) Publ:i;c acceptance e: f sone ·means poli t e.n city 'llhich t end to di scr;ura f;e 
of municipal con trol ever expanding r ehabili t a t i cn . 
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PLANN ING I S F OR PEOPLE 

(From 11 P ennsyl vania }'l a nni n g , 11 .. bul­
l e t i n of the Pennsyl vanis. Stat e Plan­
ning Boar d .) 

Pl anning is for people. In t h e pt:e::.: 
oc cupation with p rog r ams for public 
work s , public housing, . public r esources 
conse r vation, it ·.i s not d ifficult a t 
time s t o lo se sight of the people who 
constitute t he 11 publ i c 11 aspect of t he s e 
publi c p roj e cts. 

Publi c p l ann i ng is governmen t a ct ing 
for a nd by p eople , i n that no- ma.ns-land 
out s i n.e of and beyond t h e p l ann ing 
r each of individual p rivat e initi a tive . 

When go vernmen t se rve s · p eo~le in­
stead of · e:x:p1oi ting t hem , it is de~o­
cra.tic gove rn"tlent . .. I t i s no me r e a cci­
dent t hat . 11 .:r epublic, 11 as desi gnating 
our popul a r f b r m of· governl!l en t, is ccm­
pounded of -·. t wo La tin wor d s,: 11 t h ing s pub­
lic . 11

. Unhapp ily , de1;:iocra cy ha·s cnme t o 
b e- . asso cia ted in many peq)le' s minds 
wi t h · l a is s ez faire -- t he absence of 
cont r o l and direct i .o n. 

The . chi ef . merit of de.'.'.lo cra tic gove rn­
ment · in t he pas t has be e n l a r ,:; el y nega­
tive , -- as a d efense a s a i ns t p ol itic a l 
tyranny, -- r a t h~ r .t han r;o·si tive a s t h e 
deli be~ate and well consider ed applica.­
t ton of fore sight , and pl anni ng for as..:. 
suring peopl e t h e l a r gest r e turn on re­
sour ces , not t h e l eas t of ·.1:li ch is t h em­
s el ve.s . ·· 

A com1)l ex .~:t:id . expanding t ecl:molbf::'Y 
by whi ch goods .and· ser v ic e s are be i rig 
amazing ly multiplied , demands a new and 
r eali stic appr oa ch t o 6ove r n~ent. Gov­
e r r.nen t r::ius t eith e r be c c;e,e efficient 
public management of our c0mm() n store 
o~ r esource s a nd cap a ci t ies, b e dis- · 
p l 1;,,c ed by s vme a lien system, or yiBl rl 
to, d.es.t ructive confus ion .· As to t l;'J.e na- . 
t ure .a,nd dir c.ctio n of public pl anning 
for t h e utiliza tion of t he se r esourc e s , 
t h e d,e sire s and exr_Jecta ti on s of 1: eople 
must -- unde r any s cheme of self-gov- · 
ernment -- p rovi d.e t he fi nal decisive 
wo rd. 

, _Pl ann ing cannot acco,.1p l ish its h i fi;h ­
es t goo d by co e rc in.~ ·peop l e , ·howev e r 
adroitly, i .nto t he me r e a cc ep t ance of 

finer· social values a nd sta nda r ds hand­
ed down, r eady- made, fro m a bo ve . Th0 se 
mus t be the p rodu ct of a na tur a l a nd 
self-g ener a ted gro:1 th ar::iong peopl e 
thems elve s. 

, ·· .: '.Her e ,; t hen, is a majo r _probl em of 
public p l anning ,_ -- h ow to p r e s e rve 
t he s·ovEr e i gnt y ' o f •people ·without soc­
r i fic i ng p ro g r e ss, - - wn ich mus t 'be 
f a c ed with intellig ent cou r a ge and p a ­
tience , r ememb eri ng always t hat p l a:n­
ning is for peopl e . 

* )f "' * * .. 

D:EMOCR.ACY IN TENANCY . HEARI NGS 

( Ed i t ori al in De s Moines Re~ist ~r, 
Decemb er 8 , 1937. ) 

One ·cf t h i:, fl aws i n t he dicta torsh ip 
char ge l ev ell ed a gains t t he d.epartr1en t 
of a gr icu ltur e , r E\-?;ar ding its f a r l':l p r o­
gr ams of th€· l a s t f i2w y ea rs, i s tha t so 
many farr.ie rs and int E:1 r e sted partie s 
have bee n . CC! n sul t ed and t hei r advice 

,a ctually followed. 
Dicta t orsh i p nev e r bo t he r s to con­

sui t nuch witrr the ·. dicta t ea. . 
·The I OW/ii •. f a r r.i tena·ncy com;ni t t e e, ap­

p ointed by Gover no·r Kr aschel a s a func­
tio'n ing unit of t he I b\va state pl anning 
boar d , evi d ently int end s to act on t h e 
same denocra tic p r incip le. During t he 
)'llonth s of January Rnd· Febr-a.a.ry, publ i c 
f arm tenancy h ea r ing s will b e hel d in 
each c cunty of t he sta t e . 

Ninety- nine hear ins s -- and a t each 
.one any person r.'lay sJ?eak his mi nd on 
t he p r cbler,, of t enancy in -Iowa . 

Thus Iowa apJ:; r oache s eve n near e r to 
t he New Engl and t own mee t ing i dea t o · 
evolve- its poli cy . What eve r t he i dea 
expr e ssed, it will be weighed and s ift- . 
ed by· public opinion , will be anal y ze·d , 
crosi.:. questicned , a nd def ended ·be f o-r e 
t he v er ·y g r ou ps r.JC st i n t e r •. sted i n t en­
ancy r: n th e f a r m, b e they banker s e r 
t enants o r r-1e n and women '.¥ho a r e ne i t h­
er, but who r eal ize t hat t enan cy does 
no t c .-:: n tr ibut e t o the sta bility of t he 
co mr1u.n i ty . 

As neirl y a s it can be contrived in 
a con1;,.l e x society , t h is is a d.er-iocrat­
ic me t h od . 



Si gns Ind i cf.'l t e Rcutc: Taken by Bri g..hcl!!l Young anr. His Ba nd of 
500 Fo::.10·.-re!'S f r om Mo ntrose t o Coun cil Bluff s 

:By Ho~a r d ~handler, Proj ect Sup ervisor 

With i n t h e past 60 day s , t he I owa 
Sta t e P::. a nning Boar d hes e~ac t ed (under 
a WPA p r oj <? c t ) 1 4o t er0.po r ary me.r kcrs a­
l ong t he p rir.1c :ry and r~oD.nt,y r co.ds in 
south ern I m-ra ind i c a t ing the r ,... ut e of 
t he fir ,1 t Morr.1o n i nm i c;r ant s who trav­
ersed Iowa in their hi!..l t oric tr ek frcm 
Nauvo o , Illinois, t o t a1 e sho r e s c f t he 
Gres.t Salt Lake in Utah . . 

In t he f e\, W(-,ek s ,1:1i ch have el aps ed 

ti nat ion, wo r d wa s s en t b8ck conc er ning 
t he jr. urney and. a d.vi ce gi ven to su c8 eed­
ing im~ i gr ::3.n t s t o t ry route s f E'rthe r 
a nd still f a rth .:c r no rth in t he hc,pe 
t hat l a t er ca ravans ·,10uld find ea sie r 
trail s and fast er travel. 

Thus it is cl ec.rly s een why so bro a d 
an a r ea in south er n I rma · i s r epl e te 
-rri t h r olic s a nd r ecoll e cticns of t h e 
Mo r m-:. n pas sage . 

since ccm_pl etion of tLis p r ojc: ct, a :Because i .o. f Pct t }1e tra ils wer e so 

grea t d eal of intE'·rc s t 1==" nur.1e r qu s and varied so 
he s been evincod by erer: tly :i11 t heir course, 
people t h r r)u g.½out t h e fue Sta t o Pl a nni ng Boa rd 
state :in t h e r ou te wh i _ch --=-=·=-e .. - - -=""=-='="-'='':~4 i n coop0 r a tio n ·.vi t h the 
ha s been ma r ked . 1 17-

1
~ ::-c--=-~- w-· 1~ ;{fl (r\ .~J., I I cma H:Ls t nrical Soci e ty 

Th ere a lso h ar; be e n I (- . 1-\ ,F (: ·1 · -~ x:~/'ll .: ..... ,'/ .i.." and t he State Hi stori-
o""e cc nfu 1· n "' ' n If· I :\\J ,; ·' ..J Lt~~ ' ' ct·• l MuseU!!l and Art De-s "' .: •· . s o c..Ino g rt 

1 
; v u ·= . TT ~ -

Iowans who have l one; [i\.: 7r·1 )i[;) /~'-:,. Til~-' partnent, anti u nder t h e 
believed . t h e Mo r rn .. n s \: Jl J\;,, r- · di r ect i on of P r of. J.R. 
foll owe(l o t he r tra ils , 1

1
.:: """'' ' ,.,,•A• ' \ :~',.,,._ F it z si□non s of Io0,7a . f ~,.., r.,,) f -, o,1 1TY O 

Tl. e d' a e ' J, s-ro 11tJ C A \. St t Col le O" '.l a irl 1 se 1 s g r e en n T,s a r e [,1, ,w .. , _,:t[I! ~--- - a e , ·be , p s-
ea sily Ul".de r s t cod when \~ ~---~~ tcki ngly tre.ced t h e 
co n sidered in tht:: 1 i gh t 11.r --6- -' 'I · r .-, u te taken oy Brig han 

of t he whol e sbo:y of ! . · · :_:_·'.-·: :_:_·_:_, !

1 

i,, :! 
1 

Ycu~g , spi ritua l l eader 
the Mor:oon mi e,:rnticn . 

1 

, ., c f t h e sect, and t he 
Contra r y to -V.13 op i n- , "I ii ! "bencl of ab. u t 500 be-

ion of many, the r.1ove- , ~-,_: I I lieve rs who f irs t l e.nd-

;;~! t~!ir ::~p t ~~r ~~:: I , );" t \t <·' ,.y '! ~~-wn e n oi
0w~o~~~;s:~ t ~: 

.. ' .... '\1 I " • ~• 

in Nauvoo, was not a ' -~ '"" · · ""' ~ •, __ !j' February 6, 181~6 . 
suddon ar.d co::i_tJ:: '3t•3 a ::-- '-s==.c= = === ==== -- ;_rhe f o'..1.ndntL n f o r 
c0r.ipl :i.sl,nen ... , , · lrui., ratl l.er a g r ndnal cine r es earch o n t he or:i.gi na1 tro.il ,ms t h e 
eff ected . ove r t :t.e pe; _iod f rr;m H,46 t o d i ary nf t he hi.s t c:r::.an of that original 
1 352 . Du.ring t h is · t :1- ::: e., no t one but c om1~any , loaned 'oy Er. Andr ew J ensen , 
many cai·a vans cros sed _t he Missi s si:pp i p_r e s ent assistant h i stc rian of t h e 
Rive r i nto I 077a , to push we stwa r d to Church of J e sus Chri s t of La tter Day 
t he a l r!lost unk:1own an,i uncharted 11 l e.nd Sa i nts (Mormons) l n Salt Lake Ci ty. 
of p r omi3-s. 11 Wi t h · t he r oui;h i tin8rary r e.vealed by 

.As ca r avan af t e r c;, r av':'.l.n tro.versed t h is 1~.&t"J, r esca:r c::::i Wtl s made on the 
t he s t3.to , each a t t, e; .. p -1.;,cd. t o 1nprove earl iest ava1.;.at1.e r.mps of the aref:ls 
upo n t ho r o:nt s s tacun ·oy i ts p r odec e s- concer ned . It Wi:.L S c:U.s:3over od in r.1 1::my 
sor;::; , trjri!lg to avo i d i f 1lo s s ibl e scn e p l a c 0s t h a t ol d r oads vre-..:e es t ablished. 
of the hm~cl sh i :ps a nd d8°lays wh ioh b e set al ong c erta in po r t io n s of t h e trail 
t he fi rs ·;. ~ra rd.ers ac.ro ss t he r olling first broken by t he wa -::on wheel s of 
ancl poo:c:l.;y E!e._pp ed h~~ j s cf southe rn this orig in::i.i. 1','.o r r.io~1 coopany . 
Iov:ra . .A s each caravan r e&ched its des- To r e i nfo rce t he evi rlenc e obtaine d 
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.from t~e .•.dia:r:r anc, t he .ol d rr.a1ci s , excur­
•, s :iQns we re r:1ade into ·· t'J:i.e ~rea- wh er e t he 
t e stimo ey of old settlers and t he exis­

.tence -of . old · 1and..T:1a r k s we r e ca r efully 
considered. · 

These r e see.rches unfolded an epic 
adventure the eq_ual of which i s p roo­
ably not to b e found el s eITher e i n I 0 wa 
h istory. 

Starting in: the dead of win t or, t hi s 
pione e r coMpany, transporting all its 
'i70rldl-y · go'ods, h erding its liv estock 

.. ORIGINAL ·11RRIGHAM YOUNG" TRAIL 

Sh own· 6-h t he nap ·on t h is pag e i s t he 
JO'.'Ta. trail of t h e first cor:ipaey of Mor­
nn ns h ead.eel by Brigham Yeung ·,vho l eft 
their home's i n Nauvoo, · Illinois, f e r­
ried 'the M'ississ'ipp i River in February 
1346, and trekked t hei r way ·7estward to 
Council · ]luffs, t hence o n to · Groat - sai t 

.Lake in Ut ah . ·Th e double 1 irie narks the 
o rig inal tra il. Late r caravans wended 
t heir ivay farthe r and- f a rther northward 

' to · the li r:1 i t of the wi cle ·shaded ·1 ine: · 
· • Some Mo r P-1on s tri ed a r f' ut e t hroug)l Mis­

sc,uri, · ente red I o':Ve. towar d t he · '!Tes tern 
:pa rt · of · the . state . north of the wi cle 
shadecl. line · shown to t he s outh of the 

·orig inal - trail. Between t hese shaded. 
line s · occurred t he broad · mov er.:ien t of 
the , . Mormon s a cross I o7la until t he end 
of t he mi g ration. 

- and ch ickens a nd rric vi n{; in flimsily 
cover ed: wagons, slowly travel ed a cros s 
the s t ate.- The .bane, s t opped freq_uently 
t o augoent its supplies oy t r ading •wi th 
I 0vta ·se ttl ers t he l abor of t he men of 
t he C';Ihpar,y in split t ing r ails ,· clear­
ing · timber, · erecting buildings in r e­
turn · :for p ro duc e of t he Io•:1a s e ttl ers 1 

f a r ms. 
As · · t he · wa{,;011 trai n pre ssed onward, 

o r eRking its troil ·· t h rough t he v e ry 
spa r sely iri:_wb i t ecl r eac:1es of s outh ern 
Iowa , buildint~ bricige s · a rid l ocating 
f or ds , ca r eful p r 0vi sio n wa s t aken to 
insure ' t he welfare of trains which were 
t o 'follow. 

P er :1arien t c aI'.'lp s were es t abl ished and 
· '(co nt' a on Pag e 15) 

... 
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Fi eld Engi neer Outl i ne s Progr e s s Thus Fe r Recorded, Points 
to Long- Time Benefits f or Basin Counti e s 

By Laurenc e W. Murray, Fi eld Eng ineer 
Chariton Basin Demo nstration Proj ect 

For y ear s , var i ous agenci e s conc e rn- in a g r i cu ltur e, in i ndustrJ a nd in t he 
ed with agricultura l pro bl em s and p r a c- social a sp ects, and be cau se the peopl e 
t i c e s hav e r e cogni zed .t hat the most of the area were p l anning-conscious - - ­
s erio-q.s malmanagemen t of land u se in hav i ng demc, ns t r a t ed t h eir ability to 
Iowa ha s been in t he sou th-centra l por- t ake the i niti a tiv e i n the development 
tion of the sta t e . and ca rryi ng out of co ns tructiv e p ro-

The b r eak ing p oin t of natu r a l soil gr ams --- the State Pla nn ing Boa rd on 
fertility in this ar ea f"-.. - - ;~~-NROE CO. ~RGANI ZING ··- 7 April 3, 1937, approve d 
has , in ?-11 p robability I a p e tition of t he peo-
been p a s sed on much of The t hi rd county pl a nnin~ I ple i n the Chariton 
the l and . The n eed f o r boa r d to be orgeni zed i n t he! Ri v er Ba sin counti e s 
stabiliza tion and i n- six Chari t on Ba.sin counti e s is i (App anoos e , Cla r ke , De­
crea s ed soil p ro duct i v - . t hat now be ing ·formed in iv1on- j catur , Lucas, Mo nroe, 
ity has been r e cogn i zed ro e Cow1t y . Appanoo se Coun ty 1 ·;fr,yne) to which 5 ,000 
as extn:mely u r gen t if ha s had a pl anni ng boa r d f o r i signa tur e s we r e a tta ch­
t h e l and i s to be saved about a y ear, t h a t group I s a c- e d, and named t he Char­
fr om dr opping b elow .t he tivit ie s l eading dir e ctly t o iton Ba sin a r eas a s the 
mar gin of a gricul t u r a l t he f ormat i on of t he Char i to n f i r s t demonstra t i onal 
p roduct ion . Bas i n Pl anning Boa rd and e s- a r ea, adop t ing the f ol-

Dur ing 1936 , p a r tic- t nbl i shmen t of the basin as a l owi ng r e solu t ions: 
u.l a rly a t dr cu th co n- d emons tra t ion area . The e ar- (1) Tha t wat e r and 
f er enc e s and a t state lie st county pl ann ing ac tivity so il conse r vati on be 
pl anning c0nfer enc e s, i n t he a r ea wa s tha t of the i made maj or f eatur e s of 
t he idea of creati ng an Decatur County Pl anning Boar d, i t he p ror o s ed pr oj e ct . 
e-xperiment a l p r oj e ct a - fo rmed nearly three y ea rs ago, I ( 2) Tha t all pl a ns 
r ea i n whi ch a t tempt s -but wh ich h a s no t been a c tive I which woul d involve a 
would be made to unify f or the p a.s t yea r or s o. That comp rehens i ve solutio n 
and coor d i nat e t he ef- g r oup , however , i s expec ted t o to t he p r obl ems of t he 
f ort s of local, sta t e become a ct ive a gain in th e a r ea emanate from t he 
and f ed er a l agenci e s t o cou._r se of eve nts in devel op- p eople living within 
effect solutions to ment of the a r ea pr0j ect. I t he a r ea . . 
t hos e probl ems, was con- '---- - - - - - - - --- - - - - ·- ·- · (3) Tha t all i mpr ove­
s i der ed • . Culmi na tion of t he i dea 'Has ment s be based o n s i,u nd f a ctual i nfor­
r eached dur ing t he l a t ter part of 1936 mat i on and t ha t su ch i nfo r ma t i on b e a s-

. when t h e I owa State Plann.i ng Boa r d , a t sembl ed immedi a tel y . 
· t he r equ es t of r epr e sent a t ive s of t he (4) Tha t all count y , s t a t e and f ed-
Soil Cons erva t ion Ser v i ce , t h e Rese t t l e- e r a l a g enci e s b e asked to pa r ticipate 
men t Adminis t r a t bn, t he Agricul t ura l i n development of t h e proj ect. 
Ex t ens i on Ser vi c e ·and other a genci e s (5) That t he p r oj ec t b e p r es e nted t o 
f or med a t empora r y committee (now t he feder a l • agenc i es fo r the i r ind.o r sement 
Gener a l Commi t t ee) of t echnicians and a nd coop er a ti on . 
agency heads t o consider esta bl i shment (6) Th a t a fi el d eng ineer be prov i d-
of such an a r ea i n sou t he r !1 Iowa. ed t o wo r k with the peopl e of the a r ea 

Because of t he diver sit y o f p r c,bl ems and with t he sta t e a nd fed er al ag enc ies 

' I 

"\ 

Qi 
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in furtherance of the project. 
Immediately, the Chari ton Basin Plan­

ning Board, headed by Chairman Sam V. 
Carpenter of Centerville, formed twelve 
local committees, namely: 

Forestation, Soil Conservation.Water 
Conservation, Public Works, Recreation, 
Industry, Rural Electrification,Employ­
ment, Highways, Education, ·Government 
and Finance, and Health. 

Thes.e committees, with more than 250 
members, wElre asked·• to prepare an~re- _ 

general welfare of both the a.dul t and 
youth population. 

The •plan was to give advice to br i ng 
about a higher standard of sanitation 
and health-promoting practices and to 
work with educators and others in gen­
erally promoting good health measures. 
This county nursing service wa s to be 
headed up by a district office which 
would include in its personnel a dis­
trict medical supervisor, district su­
pervising~~_!'~~ and a ,district sanitary 

sent working plans for 
consideration. Duties 
of these committees 
were defined as: 

CITIES STUDY PLANNING 
engineer. 

This program is now 
under _ way in five of 
the six counties. 

(1) Prepare formal 
recommendati0ns, re­
quests and resoluti ons. 

(2) Prepare rough 
working plans for im­

. mediate action and de­
tailed plans for long­
tim\:3 programs. 

Latest news reports from 
the cities of Cl.ear Lake in 
Cerro Gordo County, and Hawar­
den : in Sioux County,are to the 
effect that local interest is 

The soil improvement 
and soil rehabilitation 
project involved many 
phases of soll conser­
vation. Some were lim­
ing, phosphati ng and 
resseding the snil, wa­
ter retardation, intro­
duct ion of proper farm 
management and devel op­
ment of stock water sup­
plies on farms'. In t h is 
project, it was contem­
plated that th e farmers 
would use some 3,300,-
000 tons of limestone 
and 165 ,006 tons •of 

(3) Assist in fur­
therance of projects un­
dertaken by enabling 
the pecple to antici­
pate and cooperate. 

Numerous committee 
meetings have been held 
resulting thus far in 
the adoption of three 
major projects: 

being crystallized in favor of 
city planhing. The Clear Lake 
Civic League, which ha s for 
some tine been agitating the 
issue, now has the city coun­
cil and other civic groups 
definitely interested. In Ha­
warden, the community ccmmi t­
tee of the Chamber of Commerce 
called together a nuober of 
civic groups to consider city 
planning, and now is sounding 
out public sentiment on a wid­
er basis. 

(1) District health project. 
(2) Soil improvement and soil re­

habilitation project. 
(3) Forestation of depleted . areas on 

private farms project. 
These projects have bean given pre­

liminary approval by the General Com­
mittee and by the State Planning Board. 

Other projects given preliminary 
consideraticn by the local ' committees 
are those of water conservation, farm 
refinancing, farm tenancy, taxation, 
highways and social-economic problems. 

Under the district health project, 
it was contemplated that a county nurs­
ing service be set up in each of the 
six counties. The service was to pro­
vide for establisl:ll!lent of one nurse for 
each county to carry out a generalized 
nursing program designed to improve the 

•·-- ·- · phosphate mat eriais and 
would reseed 2,360,000 acres during the 
next eight-year period; it also ccntern­
plated construction of small ponds for 
s-tc ck purpc ses on land recorrnnended for 
permanent pasture, and adoption of a 
better program of land use practices. 

· The for estation project entails tree 
planting on depleted areas on private 
farms with seedlings provided at nomi­
nal cost from state and federal nurser­
ies. Under this project,· the . Chariton 
Basin Planning Board and its comr.Ji ttees 
agreed to encourage f a rmers within the 
area to . reforest depleted areas, gul­
lies, etc. 

Primarily because of the ·grea t in­
terest shown locally in the program, 
r.ruch has been do n e in the short time 
the project has be en under way . This 

(Cont' d on Page 16) 
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o/ Obed A/Wyum, . c~~ii~ari . . 
. S{l-r~erit County , Plarµi ing :Boaicl 
. . . .•;. - . . . . . . · : . 

Offiqtqiii :. J. ihe Sarg~nt County Plan- Finance . Co:i-pora~fon. 
·· .. , tiicng :Boa rd )i?.-~ . exist~d Jo.nly since. 1935,:- Then , al,t. the .' township boards in the 
'."\:·:: BOWf?VE:Z:; •.'. it :ha r;d~y: :giye s a fair . p~ctuie .· county were called lilto ceinfere:q.c e , one 

of t he P1 a.npiz:ig .Board 1·s · a.ctivities in at . ·a ·'.timJ·,' .. ~nd a q.ic,ffriit_e 'plan · for a 
t l+i .s ··: cq1.1J1:tY: to dat$ its b eginning from . county road ~yJteiri ' 'vias ·mapied out' for a 

· t hat date:· . ,· . . , .. , . .. . long-:-time pr6gr9-ii; : Definit e allocation 
'J;he •,: Si~g-ep.~ , Co1.mi/ Planning Bo~rd of , _i;ounty . and township f11nds were a r­

actuallY .: _ commenced functioning . . in - . o. . r .anged .for to ca rry out s-q.ch 9- program 
nQI].-Offt .~ial : - capacity --~--~ . . ··'--( in the _: event t hat f ed-

·.::·.,.· ·With a : s:J:,i ghJly dtffer- .. ,· ONE COUN'l'Y, s ACHIEVEM·ENT . j eral · o.~ . ·. state .funds 
. ·: E!Ilt • pers9p.nel'.• b~.c~ -~;q. . . . , -. . .. . . _ , . I r.1Lgh t become available . 

. t he :fa].l.,:Qf i933}~t :w~.s '. P:rof. '. p •. B: Elwood, . Cou.nse..:. _/ 1 Arrangements e.lso 
in . t ~e . ·: summer .of . 193J ·10r " for · the -M·i'sso'liri . Va.ll~y ! were r:1a.de with' the r e­
tha t. dev.~·s~tat;in~} ~ou}h Reg ~or.i .·. fn whfch both· Iowa and· lief · departments of t he 
first 11it.,.$q.r gent. Cou:µ-:- :)fo!}?'. , b~k6ta ar:e, locc9;£ed, :has ' . county - that all r eli ef 

- :. :: ty and ·brought,' .a bout r.efer'red in ;a r 'ticles in Iowa for able bodied persons 
• • .: ,. • , , ' ~ ' ' • , • • , • l_ • : • • - • · ' ,. t . ~- • · . . .... · · 

. · t:he f~.~st .. c9.mi)HJ.~- Gr9p . P}. annin~· .N~\~s ' to the .. 'Work ·of · · was t? · be worked out 
.. ,:;:, f ~i.l :~re, .. J;ri: 1:I!o,,i;~J~a* ljo ;_..:.t:4~ :·.·saf_g,?~t"_ -· _'Coµnty .Pl~n*i~g: . even ' t~ough t he· r eli ef 

; : ye.ar,s. ~-:; iJ:heJ·e . tap. ,. becin.,,: l3o·arc'.t . tjf , N,or.th pajtota as an had to be grant ed in 
· shor;.~ .crov s · ·o.f, :0.i/,/ $cir't' : iiample , . of . wp.a t )hay.'· be ,· accor:r:... advance bf such labor. 

,,., or 9;np t}ier :: i?-J1:r :?y~o.~ s> ~?-.1.s~~~ ?Y ~-'.f .~~i .act.~o~::~tou~ I: ·. Th~ · res~·.t . of this 
. yearP:, but _ne~~r .a.. roi_n7_ , __ .. ?:_~, :t~e fi_etd _of. plannin~. fo.wa _ I planning was .th8:t when 
• • pl~te f ptlur:e p±:., ev~ry:- ,,. Pta~n\nt'$ . ?t(t~· ·_ r :e~~es't~d : t h.e I CWA op·.ened up. •Sarg ?nt 

t hing b~fore . .. . , , Cnairman of t hat gr oup to · de- , Cqunty· wa s all s-et wi th 
. La t ,e - in: ... t he' ~pummer scri 'be his planni ng· organi za-· a well . consi cler ed pro-

of 1933 .• · . ... ,.i t '·~:ei~m'.e ~P-:. tiqn 1 s, . accomplishr:1ents ,, . and, gr ar:i' ; · . r ~edy ' for work . 
. . . Par e~t ~. ;t ha, t ' ·safge,n,f :p:2esent~ ··i t he,reni th. > • ; ' -. ;, i: ., During t he ·f.,ew short 

•· . CountY,· 0 :woul.d be· fa.c).,ng' . · .. .. . ·. · ·· · · ~-..J r6o.nths ·(-:tinter mcnth s 
·.a .very ~S;~,r.iou,s.'.'s{tµ~t).o'µJ~ t'h~ '-_i.~tu~E/, t hou gh they were)' that dWA . l a sted , a:, 

. due ;to .ell : c:rops .. be{ng ·_a.'e·~·t;lr .oy.e'.d by th e · v'er:r· •g; 6'd begi tm~ng \vas ·ma de on t hi s 
qro:qth~-.. - To ·:. meet .. t h,i ,'s: .,si tu?,tio'zj. , t he_ ro ad program.: . The r est· o·f the pro ,;r ar:J. 
Roa rd .of Co;inty ·commi's·s·ioners ·arid a f ew , has . b<den carriecl ·out consi~t ently with 
qthe_r.~ . :P.rO,C~)~eci' . t ci" "1;aie .ite;gs thiit . a{i the .· vari.01:),S . reli ef and work agen-

: .. mude ,them ~ -;11.op.,.,qf:t'.i.qiai .pla.nniiig 'cioa:rq.., ci es .. that nave since corJe i'.hto 'being , 
. .. . .. .ks .,q ; P,arti~l .: s6i-i+tioi:i ~. t6 t he 'loss .:o"f ·. FERA, ·NRWR, · state · and federai aid con-

• • . , • ., '. ·. • , , • • -: • I , ; • • ' • .. . . : • • • • ... , ~ 

· income of . th13 P.eopl e : of _ t he county, .. ·a. structions ; WPA, and al so ·conti rrued co-
: constr~c~ive ::. ~o~~.: -SuA14~~g prograr:i ;~s . ' 9p~t ati6ti.. \ri: ·,vo:rking out relie f gr anted 
p1:anned. for anq. nrnl.imj,nary ·steps : t alteri by ' t he ' welfiire cl.epartments and · t he Re­
to ~e·e.: hq v., -, tht,i ,}c~uld be i naugurated' '·~~·t tf~ment : Admi'riistration. . 
and ;arri ed · -out': . Conta,cfs were made · . :up t'o th~ ·' pr~sent ti r.:ie inor e than 450 

_. with ~h~ n~wl;,.,r,,. p~·:6~ted..,f~tet?;f agenciEi?· ., rnil_~·s . : o'f hi gr,iwf/ l1es ·oeert construc t ed 
t hat .mi ght . pos,sibly n.f.l.v.e a ,J)e.aring on under thi s ·vrograr:!. Practically all of 
suc1t ·~ .prog~~ .(~i1ch_ .a~:i Ui'.~ .Pu'b~.i .c Wo,j):{:~ · ) ,t_,.· is _ .. gf ~decl or r egra~€r~; ~d gr avel 
Ar1c1n1.n1s tration . and t h~ lte,,co nstruction .. s.urfaced. Al so · as a part· of the pro-

• ,. • ' •• •# ·' • ·' *. . . . : . . . .· . , , 

:,: 
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gram, app roximately fifty bridges have and twelYe .. more .dams a:r o no'N practical­
been widened, • 'repc1ir6d or ·rebuilt by ,· ly completed under tli.i s; ,setup. There 
the installation of· concrete floe.rs, still remain some very d.esira ble water 
wings and back walls. conserv.at.io.n possibilities and it is 

More than 90 per cent ·.of the farmers• the intention of the Plann ing Boc,rd to 
of the county have less than two miles press consistently for action on these 
to a gravel-surfaced highway and no in . order that the wat er cons ervation 
farm is more than four miles to ·such a po:ssibili tit:ls can be realized to the 
highway. All the urban population is fullest extent possible. 
served by such all-wea.ther highway. A large number of other activities 

In addition to- the .road building have been recommended and arranged for 
program, the Planning Board in its un- through the cooperat'ion of the Planning 
official and official capacity later Board, such as recreational fa.cili ties, 
contacted the school boards, rural and tree planting, · urban improvements in 

urban, and arro.ng- r······~ · - ·. .sidewalks, streets 
ed for ~he repa i~, r- --. , -- , -- . -- -·-· . - . -·-:- • •·, and alleys;further 
remodeling aI1ct in . . 

1 
. . • · . • . .1 .improvement of the 

some • cases out- 1 · 1 ccunty fair e rounds 
right new construe- I , 1

\ .and ·· whole-hearted 
tic n of mo:::·e .than · · --..___ ) l'J Orn (..I D;.\ KOT A .· · •co operation with 
50 .school buildin gs I , ·- \,.~--\ \\ the c r) mmuni ty san-
up to t b i s .ti r.: e.. I r· ---,_ .✓ . v..,... \ ita tion prog rf.l.rn of 

Some of the ur-- . · ) \. . \ the Public Heal th 
ban proj ects hav e I '\ · _ · Service. 
been quite elabo- \ s ~,RG E: ,,r Cou ,:1 v \ At the present 

r a te, including re- L __ __ :"·.---------· .. - ,r -_- _\· .. ~~~·- ; · .. . ' ... . '.: :,. _[-_Y·) -_j ..... J · tioe the Sargent 
creational g rounds - .- . - - County · Planning 
as. well a s build- · -·--··- --,--------------------· Board is · enga g ed 
ing and loca ti on improvements. 

In 1935, · following t:re still nore 
disastrous dr,'uth of 1934, it was re­
alized that : a water conservation pro­
.gram was essential. A study was mad e of 
the wat er conservation · possibilities 
throughout the county' a nd· quite a com­
prehensive pro gra1:1 outlined · and sug­
gested to that end. · 

The Bureau of Biolog ical Survey . was 
interested to carry out a consid€rable 
part of t h i .s : pro gral:l and they have now 
practically cor.rpleted f0ur dams and one . 
water . div ersion proj ect '. 

These dams were ·. near enough to cc11:1-
pl etion l a st spring to hold a large 
s l:1are of t h e •liberal excess runoffs 
t hat we ha d. fr om the winter's snow. The 
lakes creat ed by t hese cia!"ls it wo .,.Jd 
seem shoul ci nev er go dry ag ain , due to 
thE: incr ea sed clep th of p.uch of t he ar ea 
inund1;1ted . 

Th e WPA t ook up many of the other 
recommended water conservation proj ects 

in launching a county-wide land use 
study. It •is hoped under · this survey to 
obtain · a comprehensive and coorc,inated 
understanding of the 'best use for • the 
varit:'tis types of land in the county, of 
wh ich there are many. Perhaps few coun­
ties in the ' state have a g reater varia­
tion of soil and· topography than has 
this cirnnty ~ 

It is . felt that :nuch of this lend 
can be utilize4 to bett er ,' advantage for 
soci e ty as a whQle than its pre sent use. 
. It is hoped to r1ake this study during 
the ccm i ng winter mcnths with t h e coop­
eration of various federal and state 
agencies as well as lo cal co1:1muni ties 
and interested individuals. 

It h a s be en the consistent policy of 
the Sargent County Planning Boa r t to 
work C'.1 nstantly f t)r coordinat i on of all 
political subdivisions and sta te and 
federal a gencies . of every nature and 
description to . furthe r the pro6 rams 

(.Cont I cl on Page 15) 
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Is Social Progress Ke.eping· Pace with Public Works? 
Are· We Wiig~ing Our ·Emphasis on ' Either ?" 

By Mrs. ·Harriet Ri nehart 
~fomber, Executive Co mmittee 

·· Iowa Conference on Planning 

It was indeed a wise man who said: 
"It ·is better to look for-.w:rd and pl an 
than backward and r egret." 

The very f a ct that many of us r fual­
i ze that b ,s cause df l a ck of planning in 
t he past · the re· is much for us to . r egret 
at the present time, s~e~s~\ri'ficient 

· wh({r~. ':-V e are, but where W':) are .going. 11 

I'ri. the pa st, .. we have 1 i ved too r.mch 
with no othE;Jr ideal t han t he survival 
of the fittest, and ·rre have taken much 
from our land. This has been perhaps 
our greatest mistake. 

The time ha s come when we must p re­
reason why many public-

AN OLD-FASHIONED SERMON 
s erv t_; and r E:: store to 
t he_ land, wher e :it is . spirited, forward-loo k­

.fog citizens are deeply 
interested in ' the ac-

Whether or ·not one may a- possible, that which 

tivi ties of 
organizations. 

·planning 
g r ee v, i th t he opinion s of this ha s be en . taken away. You 
Iowa farm woman on t he ir:ipor- and · . I must pass on to 
tance of social, ·. moral and future generations the 

l 

Most Iowans take spiritual attribute s when eva.1- land in bett er ·condi-
great pride in their uated in the sa.f.ie scale with tion than most of us 
state. We like to boast physical i mprovements which had it pas s ed on to us. 
in . loud voice and ex- our modErn me chani ca l age has Too much s t r ess cannot 
travagant· t erms· of the brought to · us, f 'ew will deny b_e pl a ced . on the pro­
many and varied thing s that h er e is real fo od for I grams . for proper l and 
in which Io,,a excels. It t hought. -Few al so. will deny j u se, r efores_tation and 
is inde ed true that w- e t :'1at many people think a s does erosion control. We r.mst 
have much of which we Mrs. Rinehart tha t porhe.ps to o give all t he se our 
can be proud . little attention is bei ng paid strictest attention.But 

We like. to t a lk of to the fundamental a ssets of al thou gh the l and is my 
the many excel.lent q_ual- life -- h ome, church , school, 11 bread _and butter" . ( I 
i ties of our r 6spEctive heal th, ,vholesor:ie r ecr eation, live on a f a rm in the 
counties; we speak with Read this 11 old-fashinned 11 home- fertile, rolling r egi c n 
pride of our pa r k s, our spun discussion, -- then view it_s of southern I owa) , I am 
ho g s, our schools, etc. t hought-provoki ng i s sues in intere sted not only in 

And why; may l ask, t h e ligh t of y riur o·.vn op_inions I our natural .resources 
-should not.· I be prc;"-U:d · arid conclusio ns. j but al so in t he humaii 
of Madison · County? ·It ~------------------·. r e sources of Io,ra . They 
is rriy home; I a.r.1 ·one of ' the fourth g en- are .:just as · important to the futur e of 
eration to be ' living in the same town­
ship wh ere rzy · grea t-grandfa ther settle d 
so many years· ago. · 

But in spite of Iowa 1 s greatness and 
the g i n.dy heights to •.-vhich we have 
climbed, we have come t o be deeply co n­
cerned about t he futu:re of our state 
for the next 50 or -·106 years. 

Oliver Wendell· Home s said: 11 The 
most important thi ng in life is not 

t h e .s t at ~. , 
At ·times I becnme g r eatly perturbed 

at t h e ease with which '?', e spend vast 
sur:is of m(' ney buildin6 gr eat ri boons of 
concret e over v1h ich expensiv e , beauti­
ful and powerful automobiles may spe ed 
from place - to place . We a s citizens 
se·ef.'! r.1or e conc erned over our automo­
biles and · pighways than over t he real 
fundamentals of living , -- our homes, 

J. 
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health, churoh~s and -schools. , ty could '. and : .should: become as grea t a 
I have :.tii:~'.,,ight' :for --some ti~e that blessing · frorh the heal th stand.point to 

Iowans need a complete right-about-face. the citizenry as is the church to the 
We ne ed to put automo -oiles, road. build'- spiritual deveiopme~t of men and. wo men, 
ing , airport s and mDny oth(:'r things · i:ri. · or the schools · in our educational de­
t h eir ri gh t f ui. '::l.n,~ . .fF Op er places, and 
put back in fi r::3 t pl:..tce Our homes, hos..:. 
pi t al s, s chool r-: , ch"..1.rches just as did 
our g r a nd old 11 g randd&ds. 1i 

A s t ate may be judged today by her 
miJ. cs· o:f concrete rOa ds, and ft is ·cer'.;. 

velopment .. 
· I am very 'proud af our school syst em, 

·but woUld. gl&dly SOG it r emain as it is 
for :· the pr~~ent \vhile a stro ng h eal th 
pro_gram is _emph~sized. . . . . 

Every county needs .a community cen-
t a .:. nly a great stride 
f o1·vrard in the march of · 

... Jer, ci._ building to mee t_ 
BROAD VIEWPO'rNT the need.s of -· ev er;r re-

prcgress . creatio'nal and. civic . 
But do we ; not have Iowa Plannipg Nevrs· pr1=sents q~ganization . of the 

all · · the . federal · · ani this article by Mrs.~ Rinehart county'. Man,y _ counties 
s tate roads we need: at because planning as interpret- like my ovin · no .. doubt 
pr&sent?Are •tre woefully e,d today recognHes and appre- have _excellent parks. 
l!::1Gking in homes, · hos- -·ciates . that· . there are socio..., · . We have two, also an . 
pita.ls, h ealth :• clinics ; · logical · fssues involved i~ ' .Amer~cap _ Legion swim­
r u r al .- churches? ,Do our. plannint that h{wan . resoili"des _;· 'ming pooi' . : which ~erve 
Iowa schools. :need :im;.; are as iinpcirtarit 'as mi tural ··the publ~o . very well. 
provementI . · ap.d other phy'si cal re~ourc1:,s :_ three mo,ri-ths out of each . 

The mere mention :of P1anriing must cdnside.r · all year. Iiu.t what ab.out . 
a publi_c hous:ing: pro~ •viewpoin:t's, : not ·only "those .of ·the other .nine moriths? 
gram causes many .of, our .the . technician but those ai.s6 , foe'' f°e,,v ·peopLe ,re­
good . citizens to raise .. of . the · layman/ :the ,; average cOgrt~ze. the impor-tarice. 
their , ·eyes. Heav-enward, . ci ti·zen cif- the state ~irhom'. the · of recreat~on in theiI'. 
throw up their . . hands .tn· :planning is ·T ntended to bene..:. lives. How Wf _ use our 
resignation · and loudly • 'f:l. t. Ne:edl ess to add, the · views · lei sur.'e time _is almost 
wail _ that such an idea expr·e ssed by Mrs. Rinehart are . as important. to o,ur 
is insaµe! ·. hers·;,a:na not nec:es;arily opin__; heai th, our morals and 

Why • should we worry i r>ns · of · the Iowa State J>1an~ our intelligence as. h ow 
about the inadeq_uate ning Board or its ·staff. we use ou,r worki ng . 
housing ' cc ndi-tions of ·--··-· 'hours·. · 
our le~s fortunate neighbors? . . ·• rt . wili tn:deed b~ i;nti,r~~t:j.ng and I 

Howev.er; I : can remember when a simf-- ·· hope will pro-Je helpful . wpen the r e cre­
lar . · su.ggestion about . surfac'ed _ roads ational survey_ now .. being made by the 
raised an eq_ually terrific ·howl. · A Iowa State P+1;tnnirig ' Board is complet ed. 
large p e r cent of the nation's 'people At lea st · we· · wJll ha:,,e a bett er idea 
are . housed far worse than the average iboilthow Iowans use .their leisure, time. 
Iowa blue-blooded hog. Yet these homes Eve:ry Iowan should .have engraved on 
are . th e birth places for an· increasing hit · heart and seared into his mind 
per · cent of our citizens of tomorrow. •. ·· th~se · words: -"Invest · in Iowa." This was 

Ev ery county :in the state should the subject of _ a Te cent address by Dr. 
have a 'county ho sp ita:l, a public heal th Robert O 'Brian, Secre tary of State. If 
nurse and health clinics. Health is a everj . Iowan would truly invest his time , 
fundamental of success and nappirie~s. his money,. h:i,s t_alents,. his influence, 
Yet .you might be surprised to learn· how and bEi.ck thes,e thing s up _w ith the faith 
little is allotted the Sta t ·e Depar_tment i'n Iowa · that our forefathers had , we 
of Heal th as · compared wi tb some other v/ould in a short tim,e ha ve little worry 
departments. ' about soil erosion, ).ack of hc~mes , farm 

Public heal th clinics ih every coun- ( Cont I d on Pag e 15) 
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Gf(OUP s-ruDJES CJ-JJLD Pf(OBLEJYJS 
High Proportion of Delinquency Causes Concern in Lakes Region; 

Civic Organizations Invited to Cooperate 

By Mrs. Ethel F. McMichael, Chairman 
Social Service . Cor:un i tte e 

Dickinson County Planriing Board 

Dickinson County has long been a- turti ty for moral dEvel r: pment, instead 
ware of a defirii te need. 0f social ser- of being institutionalized. 
vice. Being a t rmrist count~r , we have (3) To determine causes of delin-
many social ills as an afterDe.th of quency. 
summe r excitement. There is a let-down (4) To bring abcut preventive mea.s-
•in morals,as well as -------- ---- ·-----1 ures to reduce delin-

SOCIAL PLANNING personal r c sp,,nsi bili- quency. 
tics, amcng many of our Dickinson Cr;unty, situated (5) To study and re-
under-privileged faic1il- in the hee.rt ofio'.r.ra's Great ccmr.iend i,ieans for en-
ies. Lakes rc.•g i on, formed a cr,unty actment of remedial 

Al though ',7e are one planning organizati< n abcut a state child -,,, elfare 
of ' the smallest coun- yea r a go in an effr.rt to es- legislati on. 
ties in populati on, -,,e t ablish l ong time plans and We Lave helcl_ one 
have an unusually high safeguards for · the preserva- meeting for the public, 
proportion of ch::.ld neg- tfrn of its invaluable natural ,vhere spe akers . en II So­
l e:ct, chil d delinquency assets ·1hiqh the whole state cial L egislati i- n, 11 · "Or­
and children of no h Fr- and th-::usands fro m ether states gani zing Boys I Groups" 
itage of living stand- annually enjoy. Headed ·by At- and "Utilizing Civic 
arc..s or mo rals. t c rney K.B. Welty es chairr'.lan, Groups" ;.7ere pn:sented 

As a means of inter-,- t h is pla nning gr c, up thrcu gh in effe ctive addresses. 
preting this need t o num erous ccmr1ittees began to We have h ad interest 
the comounity, the Soc- study indi vi<'Lual pre bl ems ani. e xpressed by many ccun­
ial Service Corhmi ttee hes held many discussion meet- ty gr , ,ups as a result, 
of the County Planning ings. The entire state will and there a re now plans 
Board was organized. r ead ,,i,i th great inter 2st this afoot for recreati c nal 
Th is committee is c r:,m- account of one sociological {.;r oups in all parts of 
posed of representetives problem in Dickinson County the county for boys and 
of county organizati0.ns ana. ·· what the county proposes I 6irls frc,m under-privi-
such as the Red Cross, · t c · c1.o abrm t it. Of gr eat si g- I lee.:ed h i: ,mes. ·· 
Ministers' Association, nifica nce is· the belief· of the I ·- Our difficulty has 
School MEJsters Club, county planning group that the i b een in finding leaclers 
A.Tl'.l E:rican Leg i on Auxil- c ounty's sur:l!rier resort pe;pula- t ','Tho are willing to as­
i a ry, Pa rent-Teacher tic n is a contributing factor I su.r!le this r esp unsibil­
Association, Women's to its chilcl nelinquency prob- ! ity, but each one of 
Club and Farm Bureau. lem. i t he se r epresentatives 

The purpo ses and ob- ------------- _: ______ I he.s been interpreting 
jectives of this ·ccml;\ittee are five- to his own organizati r-n the need_ for 
f old: i mmediate· acti 0n. 

(1) To study the need of children, At our c,,mrn ittee meetings 71e also 
especially the under-p rivileged and are finding the· weak spots of child 
neglected. trnlfar·e legislation, and ar8 endeavor-

( 2) To find sui tabie h ,Jmes in the ing· to formulate dofini te remedies to 
county where chiidren may have oppor- be presented later to the state as a 

) 

I 
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defini.te r ecommendation . from .the Dick- . 
inson County Plc.Ililipg Board. 

i'.'e hope to awaken the . county to the 
needs o,f ., thes.e . qhil dren, a.nd .to have 
our futur~ .d.elin,quency lessened beca.uce . 
of this c,oopera tion. ·vvY. hope to see · 
childr~n., · . now _neglected , . and abused, . 
p:\,.aced 'i'[here they will _r ·eceive -proper 
car e ,,. ancl training . V(hich . will enable 
them. to become the ... type .of .citizens 
who will do credit to Iowa. 

* ·* * * ·* 
ORIGINAL MORMON· 

TR.AIL MARKED 

even appreciate to a gr~a.ter extent the 
convenience s the mo d e rn ·mr; chaniz ed c-' f, 8 

has made possible for him to enj oy 
to day. 

* * * * * 
PLANNING FOR 

HUMAN RE SO UR CE S . 
(Cont'd frGm Page 13) 

t enancy and similar problems. 
There w.r..\lld be adequate hospitals, 

schools, chu:rches, he mes, parks, ro o.d s, 
and our state wculd far surpass even 
the fondest dreams of our ancesto~s. It . 
would lndeed be a grand place . in vrh.i ch 
to li~e the more abun<lant iife. .. 

(Cont'd frn;n:i . Page 7) The Iowa . State, :,. P1a:n'.ning .J3c;iar.d .can 
large farms plant•.ed.; s c,me of them .re"'.'. . and should play , c;i: yery . impqrtan.t pe rt 
main-Jng . as .. the fo:undatio.ns for future in the future;_ hµt \ t . . needs·. us qs • the _, 
tow.ns . . :such ·, 1:!,s .Garden .Grove -in Decatur citizens . of · .. the: state . as .sur,ely a·ir we 
Coun,t,y_, and .Mount PJsga.h in Union County. need it, ., Only, · -by ., t~e: intelligent and.· 

T,he-.. ·•. stoTy ,, 0<.f -these dramatic. stru.g:- sincere cocpera ti on .Qf . ycn~ -. .and me,. :can . 
gles, ift pur+-c.tuated, f ·r~quently by trag- state •,pla.nnin6 . ·functio:z;i _:pr<:,perly and. 
edy·, .~nq. _al <; ~g )the , t -raH . vr ere le.ft mute bepef ,~ t J,be, . state:,:to :t4.~•·;e:x;t~nt,, H i ,s< 
evidence.s ... of. .; , the;_ .. 'h?,rd$hips in lonely in,tendeo;' it $.hqaj.r., i •• , ·: .1.i .' .. ' : .. _, 
gI'.a;v~s , :. :: ·s cme_ ;o:t'· 1Mhicif, :El:re s t :ill }{:novm. We need strong pro gressive gr:~µp:s ;it+,, 

When. ,at length. Bri•gl:lam Y('.:ung an,d ·.his eve.ry . .colj.nty 'i~-t.ert::·:sJ;e:d: ,-.;-i:q ,tl:1,e- .:futu,re 
company . reached• : the .Mi.s.so:uri -Ri;:v.,er ia;t . of .. tlle State :of .Jowa, . . A pr;o t,--r:t;mJ; ·Of puo.-:, • 
th~ site of Council: Bluffs, 0:0.•:June , 15 ,, li-c -~ ·, i:nprov-ement , -ca_n; ·: p:t:'OC?e,c~ . ~n;t.y .a$ ·· 
1 846, I!lOr_e tnan five m.cnt h s. af:ter_ ,1a1;d- rapi;dly -. ~s, i -t _is: sµp pp•rted and. enqcur- _ 
ing on tne weat .banks of ~the Miss.issip~ a ged by public opini,rn. . .... 
pi, he ·.not •· o~ly, had • reached, . a .great *: "' :"'.. * .~.·. 
milestone in his_ ow:n. j_o:Q.rney:, .but a.lso , .. P.L~~NNING _AlD~ 
had: • lcf;t an in<l.el i ble infl;uenoe. on the . STE.I QKEN REGi v:li .... . . . _,:_, ·· 

life . a_nq. hi sto,ry of . th~t pqI_'t;i.on of (Cont I d from Page 11) · 
Iowa which -he · t ouched·. i n. his · fiv.e:-montrr out],ined . an_d :r,ecr>:mmendt;<LbY. the Plap.-
trek. .. .. . ning ];loar<,l , fr<,m •ti:me ,to . tim?. 

That influence has .o~en part;i.i;;ul qr1Y: •-.It · is .ff:1-t .that :s ervi c e o·f this ._na-
felt i n those, ccmmunities wl:lere· immi- ture is of th e great est value i:q. C£\r:TY-:-. 
gral'.l!ts _dropped out to remain :permanent- . i:pg out . ar.y. •• .·10.n,g-time _ comprehens.ive 
ly _ c:i:s· :Pione~r ·farmers .of .s1;,u thi;,,rn I QW~, prog.:ram o:f - improvem.ent. · ·Mi suncl~rst~i.rJ.d-:: · 
and .. :in the • histories · ··Qf t f½o·so towns ing ·. i!;l;nq. :mi srepresent;atic·n crop :up con..: · 
wh.ic,h • rose . on · the sites of .the: Mormon . stantly .. and if t here were no q.isint EW- . 
camps intended as relief : stations for ested a gency : to h.elp . tvrork . o.ut: •t:he ::;e 
later caravans. situa tions, , :. oft.en;times ,-. the ,. pro·g-r:ams 

, Today, a .motor-i;st may _rlrh,:e in a few rT(mLd Qe ::;talem11te<L: ·. · 
h0;u.rs . th€! entir e di sta.nce wliich the : - " , '." * * * 
Mcrrli.l')n :·:pioneers were cinable · to .cover in . : . To · Zoning :. Gn-nference 
less tnan .five months. · P erhaps . the mo- . :Several ·p er.sons .··· fr0::1 : · I.owa· .werto ' in 
tori st vrho notices the newly placed a ttendance a t t he na tional zc•ning cr, n- .' 
markers will · :pquse t o reflect ,on t;he , ferenc e held:: iri · Chic.a.go, . Dec.13 and. J,.4. 
rugged experiences _of t he · Mo r mons.. Per- • The · : conferen_c;:e ·,:.ra s called by Secretary 
haps he will. ·appreciate more .:fully :tb.e of ,the I n t t'o I'.iPF .Ha r.0ld _ L . . rck Qs, d).air- ; 
effect t hei r cross i ng had1.1pon ·. sput l;l ern man cf .the Ni:3:U on~l,-:Re sources , Col!lmi tto~; _· 
Iowa's life and history, : :AI.id lie . may • · , , ·1 "' ,* l!' .. *•; * · 
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REVIEWS 
AREA 

CHAR ITON 
PROJECT 

( Cont I d from Page 9) 
interest is growing rapidly and is mak­
ing it possible for any agency to real­
ize a great · deal from aey program it 
can introduce in this region. Accom­
plishments to date are: 

(1) Establishment of c0unty nursing 
services in five of the six counties 
and establishment of a district health 
office. 

(2) Inclusion of the six ccunties in 
the 1937 aerial mapping .program of the 
Agricultural Adjustm·ent Ad.ministration. 

(3 ) Inclusion of Lucas County in the 
soils survey program for 1938. 

(4) Initiation of a program to re­
forest depleted areas on private farms 
in the six counties. 

(5) Ea rma rking of State Emergency 
Conservation funds for use in improving 
and rehabil itating the soil in the six 
counties. 

( 6) Development of a test Works Prog­
ress Administration agricultural lime­
stone production project which has been 
submitted to the federal government for 
approval. 

(7) Publication of a re~ort which 
indicates limestone, phosphate and re­
seeding needs of the area for the next 
eight years. 

(8) Publication of a report which 
indicates the location and quantity of 
agricultural limestone deposits ,vi thin 
the area. 

(9) Inclusion of the Chari ton Basin 
in Iowa and in Schuyler County, Missou­
ri, and of the Weldon Basin in Iowa,for 
preliminary investigation under the 
federal omnibus flood control act. 

(10) Construction of a stream gaging 
station an the Chariton River to make 
available part of the hydrological data 
necessary before water conserva tion and 
soil ccnservation program:s can be per­
fected . 

The plan to lime acj..d soil .s of the 
area is now held up b ecause of inabil­
ity of the Works Progr e s s Aamini st ra­
tion to provide the necessary labor at 
no cost to t he farmer i n the production 
of agricultural lime stone, To do so, it 

will be nec es sary to a.mend the Emergen­
cy Relief appropriation of 1935-36.Such 
an amendment is be i ng considered . 

It can be seen by studying the above 
plans thet to get a program of this 
type under way will take consider able 
effort. It can't happen over night.How­
ever, it is felt that only through such 
effort can the desired results be gain­
ed and, if effected, would be well 
worthv'Thile. 

* * * * * 
PLANNING BOARD ALL 

RIGHT IN THEORY 

(From ari editorial in the .Albia Un­
ion-Republican, December 2, 1937) 

The (Monroe) county planning board 
will organize and choo s e a county ohair­
man and secretary this week. Several 
news stories have been published r e­
ga rding the gene ral purpo ses and ideas 
behind such an organization and there 
have been s,,i me misunderstandings. 

The grcup , first of all, will have 
no money to spend.Its theory is to push 
worthwhile projects that will enhance 
the entire cc,mmuni ty as a place in 
which . to live . The organization of the 
board is to 'be -commended . With t wo mem­
bers from each township, one from the 
board of supervisors, one member of the 
unempl oyed, two rep'resentatives from 
each incorporated town, and one each 
from the United Mine Workers and the 
Farm Bureau, adequate representation is 
provided ••. .. .. ........................ 

The idea that many projects would be 
completed if some organized group were 
i nt <;,rE' sted and pushing is fundamentally 
ri ght . · Maey worthwhile things are neg­
lected when through politics some more 
powerful clique or bloc turns on more 
heat. 

Maey projects will no doubt be found 
when the ccunty planning board bec0me s . 
organized. It is our hope that it Will 
not suffer t he fate of so maey organi­
zations based on theoretical ideas. It 
will survive, however, only on the com­
bined hard work of the members toge ther 
with a wise selection of projects with­
in the scope of the grcup. It won't be 
a smooth road. 

"' * * * * 
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