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JOWA'S STATE PLANNING PROGRAM
Current Activities Fall Into Two Genecral Classifications,
Conservation Efforts and Other Research Studies
By R. H. Matson, Director
Iowa State Planning Board
The work of the Iowa State Planning Business Research, Chariton Basin

Board has resolved itself into two re-
lated but distinctive phases. These
may be described as (1) Conservation
Activities, and (2) Research and Plan~
ning Studies (other than conservstion).

It may be interesting et this time

Demonstration Project, Education, Farm
Tenancy, Housing, Population and Social
Trends, Public Service, Public Works,
Recreational Resources, Soil Conserva-
tion, Transportation, Water Resources.

The following abbreviated descrip-

to review the

program e ‘ tion of each Planning
so that the above dis- COMER, DR Board project now oper—
tinction may be apper- The cover design for this | ating or proposed will,
ent to the average cit-! issue of Iowa Plonning News | it 1s heped, give to
izen of the state. represents graphicelly  the | the reader &a clearer
The State Planning| present functions and ectivi- | ccnception of the work
Board 1is well past its| ties of the Iowa State Plan- | of the Board.
early organization phase | ning Board. Each of the sub- In Group I, or Con-
and committee selection! jects listed is described | servation Activities,
detail, and looks for- briefly in the article begin- | may be found the fol-
ward to the large op- | ning on this page. lowing:
portunity awaiting it = L« Study of Soil
to pursue a program containing factors Conservation Districts Law. The U.S.
of greatest import to the people of Secretary of Agriculture is authorized
Iowa. under federal law to make suitable state

Governor Kraschel recently made ap-
pointments to the Planning Board's cnm-
mittees, as requested by the Board, and
from time to time these committees will
meet to complete their organization and
continue with studies within their sep-
arate and vearied fields. These commit-
tees are:

legislation a condition precedent to al-
loting federal soill censervetion funds
to any state. (Such state legislation
would permit farmers to organize soil
conservation districts and adopt land
use regulatiosns.) The study of proposed
legislation has been referred to the
(Cont'd on Page 3)
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IOWA'S STATE state and federal agencies.
PLANNING PROGRAM 4. Water Basin Studies. Studies of

(Cont'd from
State Planning Board,
obtain the opinions
agricultural experts
then, after reviewing

Page 1)
which first will
of farmers and
throughout Iawa,

tions, will prepere avreport for the
Legislature.

2. Farm Tenancy Study Passage by
Congress of the Bankhead-Jnanes Farm

Tenant Act marked a definite start to-

their recommenda- -

Iowa's water resources, -and recommenda-
tions for their connservation and devel-
opment, are included in a series of six
reports prepared by the State Planning
Boerd at the request of the National
Resources Committee. Four of these re-
ports have now been published; the fi-
nel two will be completed very soon.

Ccnservation of soil as well as water
is a magor ccnsideration in these stud-
ies.” "A revision has been requested by

ward solution of the
national farm tenure

FROM WATER REPORT

the President through
the National Resources

problem, and therefore
definite progress to-
wmard pertial solution
of the soil conserva-
tion problem. State ac-
tion in ways most ef-
fectively handled by
the state sppears nec-
essary to supplement
the naticnal program.

The preoblem of studying

and reporting on the
Iowa situation has been
referred to the State
Planning Board. The ob-
jective of this study
is to develop plans for
state and local partic-
ipation, in cooperation

with the federal government,
lution of the farm tenure problem.

3. Chariton Basin Demonstraticn Proj-
The Chariton Basin Planning Board
commnittee members
six counties tcouched
the Chariton River Besin, namely,

ect.

includes abcut 250
representing the
by

Appanocse, Clarke,
roe and Wayne.
Board's

its

tion

benefits through

lar

county

The illustration of "Under-
lying Rock Formeticns and Gla-
cial Deposits" in Northesstern
Iowa, shown on the opposite
page, is teken from Volume IV
"Water Use end Censervation in
Inwa," a series of reports
prepared by the Iowa
Planning Board and submitted
to the National Resources Com-—
mittee. The completed series
will include six volumes, cov-
ering all watersheds in. the
state. Conferences were under
wey this month studying a re-
vision of these’
quested by President Rocsevelt,
to be submitted by December 1.

State’

‘date.

reports re=

Decatur, Lucas, Mon-
The Basin Planning
objective is to obtain through
own efforts and w7ith the coopera-
of governmental agencies maximum
ccordinated applica-
tion of various programs, with perticu-
emphasis on agricultural conserva-
tion and rehabilitation.
organization the State Planning
Boerd is supplying an information,
sulting and correlating service,
maintaining contacts between the local,

in the so- information.

of

sion.

Lty gt
Iowa Islands

Indian mounds,
To the six-

con-
and is

7. Special Engineering Studies.
quested by State Conservation Cemmis-—
sion) (a) Investigation of the possibil-
establishing bass ponds on the
at Guttenberg,
County: (b) survey of old Indian trails,

Committee, and Planning
Board ‘engineers and
technicel advisers are
at this time busy on
that project.

5. Recreational Re-

sources Survey. (WPA
Project) This study
will provide part of

the material necessary

to Dbring the "Twenty-
five Year Plan"for con-
servation in Iowa up to
The final report
of . this study will be
submitted - to the Na-
tional Park Service to
meet their request for
states to provide this

6.Lake and Stream Survey (WeA Prog—.
ect) Surveys of dry lake beds and arti-
ficial lakes to determine the boundaries
state~owned . areas, made under this
project, will expedite the fencing pro-
gram of the State

Conservation Commis-

(Re-

Clayton

canoe trails, ete., in

the state; (c) investigation of seepage
from Spirit Lake;
the feasibility of diverting water from
Little Sioux River into Spirit Lake.

In Group II,

(@) investigation of

or Research and Pjan-
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ing Studlés-;ther than conservatlon may
be found the following:

- An2lysis of Graduated Land Hold—
ings (WPA Project) A study of corpor-
ate and other large ‘scale land holdings
in Ipwe, trends in 1land transfers and
‘other fectors relating to evrlcultural
prosperity, is Dbeing made as an aid’ to
legislative"cons16erat10n of current
problems. '

2. Analysis ‘of Agrlcultural Daea
(WPA Project) Trends' in cropping and
marketing practices, farm ‘sizes ‘and.
livestock ' quantities are belng_stud1e¢v
by counties. Present work also includes
studies which will lead to the formula-
tion of a sample agricultural census,
permitting more frequent and economical
analyses of agricultural trends.

3. Study of-: Educatlondl Op‘ortunlty
(WPA Project) -the request of the
State Department of Public Instruction,
a ‘study of the availability of high
schools (geographic location, transpor-:
tation, type of schocl organizaticn,
ete.) ‘is v
Department and to local school boards
in considerstion of future school re-
orgaimtzatioM™ needs and in the equelize-
tion of educational opportunity for
children in the public schools. ,

4. Highway Accident Analysis. (WPA
Project) Tabulations are being made in
cooperation with the State Motor Vehi-
cle Department to throw light con .the
circumstances and czuses of high wey .ac-

ciderits (especially fatal a0c1dents)
thug to aid in planning for reluctlon
f'the annual automobile “death toll

thrcugh  corrective
cther means.

5. County Base Maps.
In ‘accordance with the delegeticn to
the Plagning Board of the duty of pre-
paring” and maintaining a file of base
maps, such maps are being drawn for a1l
counties. As a speciel service to rural
electrification groups, maps showing
the location and type of exlst1n~ llnes
are prepared on order. :

6. Urban Land Use and Traffic Sur~
veys. (WPA Projects) A551st1nb county.

legislation and

(WPA Project)

(WPA Project)
Brookings
vey

“munities,
The

being mede &s an aid to the

‘alyzing their reletive situstions,

"ies of the state,

and municipal planning agencies is an-~
other duty of the State Planning Board.
To aid communities interested in zoning
and . in street and traffic planning,
studies of land use areas (residential,
commercial, . industrial, etc.) and of
traffic flow are being made in several
Iowa .cities. Many of these have been
completed and reports furnished the
cities involved. Others are coming to

_"“”pletlon

7. Survey of Public Health Resources.
First .suggested by the
Institution in its Iowa sur-
(1933), and latcr requested by the
Stéte Department of Heelth, a study is
being made. of publlc‘health facilities
and progrems meintained by Iowa's com-
s, schools and civic agencies.
results will be of great value and
use to ‘the Department of Health. in
plunulng its cooperative local and dis-
trict health programs. :

'8. Trade Area Survey. (WPA Project)
Information is being collected on areas
of "influence" or service .for retail
trading centers. Results will be avail-

‘able to merchants, newspaper publishers

By .an-
the
communities of Iowa may find and main-
tain their places with grester stabili-
ty %based on a more reslistic outlock.
The new study, .utilizing a different
method of  gathering informaticn, will
be tied in with former trade area stud-
reports of which have
been issued for several sections.

‘9. Analysis. of Community Service.
(WPA Project).. This study includes the
analysis, d‘lnformatlﬂn previously geth-
ered (undcr FERA work projects)on serv-
ices,. lnstltutlonF and programs offcred
in the vericus. communities of. Iowa. Re-
sults, combined with those of the trade
area . surveys,. Wwill constitute a guide
to the Iowa small town in determining
and making the most of 1its oppor-
tunltles

The fOllOWng progects have been re-
ferred to  the Stete Planning Board by

" 7 (Cent'd on Page 12)

and others in local communities.
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"A- WORTH WHILE GROUP"

Ceder Falls Record
Planning board hes proved its worth.
There is no doubt about that. Govern-
ment is sc complicated these days there
is need for an impartizl group like it
which can apply the methods of science
and sociology to the study of the need
for reform. ¢

Governor Kraschel hes_approved,re7
search . by the board into four preblems
which are likely to become legislative
issues in the 1939 session: (1) Farm-
to-market rcads, (2)° insane hospital
refornm,. (3) teachers' pensicns and
(4) truek taxation’

: N6 .one weuld argue tiaet the Planning
board should Dbe given the firnel deci-
sion.on -these matters. The whole thecry
of* democ¢racy is  thet the law-meking
shall ~be done by representatives who
are. a cross-Section of the people they
represent. They aré suppcsed to be nei-
ther experts nor scientists, but intel-
ligent men working for the welfare of
the state. -

‘But -the intricacies of government
today are so .ifivelved that no law-maker
can hope to make an independent research
into each of 'the endless problems which
confronts im. In the old days when the

The Iowa State

town fathers met to decide whether the

village needed: a new meeting place or

whether Hiram' Smith should be allowed -

to ‘graze “his"'icow -on the village gom- .
mons, the “legislator did not need ex-
pert advice.

- But today he' dmes
four ‘preblems
amount - ‘of
legiglator would
could v not depend .on some trustworthy
source for information. R

* That is" the funeticn of the Planning
board. "If. it remalns entirely independ-
ent .‘and - composed of men who worship
facts. and not political udVonCC nent, it
will -~ perforn a noteWorthy tas k for ‘the

is® one requiring a vast
1ndependent research. Each

state: of 'lowa: It should’ examine all
sides:of the’' questicns, qssemble con—
plete data’ con esch one, ‘gather the re-
sults of 1legislation 1n other states,

and present this material to the legis-

.ness -

Euch of the above

sann be lost if he

. interest - and maintenance charges.

Page 5
lator. : ; :

Then the law-maker can perform his
function. With the facts before him he
can decide whet: is best for his con-
stituents. After the cynics have had
.their say, the truth remeains that facts
are the most impressive propeganda in

-the end. It is:this kind of 1mpress1ve—
wnlqn Has made the Plannlng board

.a sucecess. .. :
‘*--* A S

J "REGULATED TAND USE" -

Philadelphia Bulletini - -Continued
forecasts of & building "bodém provide
the American Society of Plenning Offi-
cials with the occasion for suggesting
the urgent need for better regulation
of land use and subdivision in Américan
cities. -They quote 'the National Re-
sources Committee; which declares that
a rational urban land policy should af-

-forad prlvate owners and developers ade-
quate

: opportunity .for wise and profxt-ﬂ
.able-land use, while curbing the ferms
of .speculaticn thet have proved calami~

tous .tc _.the 1investing and taxpaying
public, ¥
It is ' estimated - about thirty: per

cent of all urban and suburban area of
the ' United States consists of Vvacant
lots which are probably destined for a

leng “time to come to remain vecant and
there - are said .to-be encugh subdivided
lots to  -house more than deuble the na-
tion's 69,000,000 citizens who live in
cities. This means that thousands of
- miles -of streets and facilities of va-
rious kinds have “been  installed  in

areas that may not be inhabited to ca-
pacity for years. '
Theugh meny of . the losses consequent
upon such K overdevelopment rust have
been. written off by  tliose whose hopes
have outrun their: . judgment, there re-
maing a heavy and contimuing toll of
The
plannerg, . who :believe  that "very few
cities are taking the 'necessary precau-
ticns against further afflictions of
this sort, arec timely in their warning.
* K kK x %
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Courts Begipnihg to Recognize Aesthetic Considerations In
~ Interpretations of Zoning ahd Planning Codes

By Dwight

EDITOR'S NOTE:  Mr. Dw1ght G. McCarty, of

Emmetsburg, Iowa, 'is’ a lawyer who has
done considerable research work into
the 1legal aspects and phases of plan-

ning and zoning. He discussed this sub-
Ject quite comprehensively in a lecture
in the planning lecture series present-

ed by Iowa State-
College .. early . dn r.. .. Sl balil
1936. He also dis~ {

cussed the subject i
at two conferences'
on plannlng, last -
summer. A copy of
the  original * lec- |
ture may be had | ¢
without charge ' by
addressing the Dir- !
ector, Towa State
Planning Board 31u :
West 8th Street,Des
Moines. .

Every construc- |
tive achievement
must be within the
"~ law of the land to
be successful. ‘It
becomes important,therefore,to consider
the influence of law on the planning
movement. FAL

Protection of the personal rights of
men and preservation of the right of
property are two sacred and fundamental
legal principles which have come down
through the centuries. The ownership of
pr0perty
right
property so long 2s he did not violate
the same rlghts of others.

As isolated individuals became more
and more rare’ and the community of in-
‘terest become more complex and vital,
‘the clash of Tights became more fre

-r TN SETINT T T

conferred wupon the owner the:
to do as he pleased with his own '

G. McCarty:

quent .

How was this difficulty to be solved?
Was the caprice of the individual to be
held paramount, or was the public in-
terest to prevail?

Fortunately, the police power pro-
vided the legal solution.

The police power
is the power inher-
ent in a government

SR TEPOA SELTIIS R

e e S e

(QN)IO CARES ) E to protect itself
BOUAT THE . and its pecple. It
VIEW / i involves the right
e to pass such laws

‘ end regulations as
: will promote order,
. safety, health,mor-
¢ als and the general
“ welfare of society.
Every owner of
¢ property holds it
i under = implied lia-
=777 5ility that his use
of it shall not be
injurious to the
general enjoyment
by others of their
own property  and
not injurious to the rights of the com-
munity. :
The police power should not be con-
fused with the right of eminent domain,
Then private property is taken for pub-
lic use under eminent domain, the owner
is entitled, as a matter of right, to
just compensation for the = property
teken.  But when preperty is regulated
or destroyed under the police power it
is for the public welfare and the owner
is not entitled to any compensation.
There is a tremendous volume of court
decisions dealing with the police power
and 1its ‘application- to the health,
morals and safety .of the people as well
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as to the broad ground of the public
welfare. It was early determined that
unreasonable interference with property
rights, wunmoral practices, unsavory
odors and harsh discordant sounds were
proper objects for the exercise of the
police power.
Eye Had No Standing

But, strange to say, those things
which merely offended the eye had no
standing in court. The law regards this
matter as one of luxury and indulgence
rather than of necessity, and so the
courts have clung tenacicusly to the
doctrine - that purely aesthetic consid-
erations will not justify the exercise
of the police power.

The application of thls rule is il-
lustrated most vividly in the billboard
cases. No matter how glaring or offen-
sive Dbillbocards might be or how ruch
they might interfere with the beauty of
parks or  boulevards or scenic attrac-
tions along the highways, they could not
be removed without some showing that
they were unsafe, a fire hazard, detri-
mental to  health, or cnndu01ve to im-
morality or crime.

On some of those grounds the ecnurts
in recent. years have been upholding
most of the reasonable ordinances and
regulations that have come before them.
The rule against aesthetic considera-
tion, however, 1is still fixed in the
law.

Billboard Problem Unsolved

This leaves still unsolved the prob-
lem of unsightly billboards, signs, hot
dog stands, automobile graveyards and
other monstrosities that deface the vi-
cinity of our parks,lakes, scenlc high-
ways and recreation grounds.

If the - 0ld rule persists, there is
not much hope for legal redress. For-
tunately, conditions are changing.

In a far-reaching test case in Mass-—
achusetts (General Outdoor Advertising
Company vs. Department of Public Works
(1935) 193 NE 799) the court sustained
the refusal to renew the license for a
big electric sign- overlooking Boston
Common and the State House on the scle

ground that it impaired the dignity of
the State House and grounds. The case
also upheld the right to bar billboards
and signs from the highways and exclude
them from scenie and historic places on
the ground that "to preserve such land-
scapes from defacement promotes the
public welfare and is a public purpose.
...Even if the regulation did not rest
upon the safety of public travel and
the promotion of comfort for travelers,
we think that the preservation of scenic
beauty and places of historic interest
wculd be a support for them. Considera-
tions of taste and fitness may be a
proper basis for action in granting and

denying permits for advertising de-
vices." z
0l1d Rule Broken
This is. an historic precedent. For
the first time the o0ld rule against

aesthetic considerations has been open-
ly set aside. In its place appears a
commonplace acceptance of conditions as
they are and a reccgnition that beauty
and fitness promote the comfort and
public welfare as much as many other
physical facts.

The states of Maine,Id2ho and a num-
ber of others have passed acts designed
to promote and protect historic and
scenic places from commercial exploita-
tion. This tendency of the law is ce-
veloping rapidly and is clearing the
way for more rational planning develop-
ment .

In I,wa, the establishment of re-
stricted residential districts in muni-
cipalities was wupheld in the case of
Des Moines vs. Manhattan 0il Company
(193 Iowa 1096, 184 NW 823) as a rea-
scnable rcgulation and enacted within
the sphere of the police power for the
promotion of the general welfare.

Rights of People Upheld

In the recent case of Peck vs. Olson
Construction Company and the Board of
Conservation (216 Iowa 519) the Supreme
Court of Iowa sustained the contention
that the State assumes a trusteeship
for the public on the lake and that
therefore the rights of the State are
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paramount to the rlparlan ovner s rlght
of ingress and egress.

These ‘decisionsg’
State
ward - the larger view and that private
individuals- ahd “commercial’
can ‘no lonhger ‘trample on those rlghts
that are for the public welfare.

Enabling Acts Passed b

In- recent years very satisfactory
enabling acts have been passed by the
Iowe  Legislature prOV1d1ng for the es-
tablishment ‘of 01ty plan comniss sions,
park boards; river ‘front commigsions;
the
stricted residence districts; housirg
laws, ‘as well as more general powers to
our city councils end commissicns in
such matters.

In addition to this we now have a
law giving the Staté Conservation Com-
missicon general supervision and control
of the parks, 1lakes and streams of the
state with numerous specific powers and
the right of acquiring land for parks
and fish and geme projects.

The 1last Legislature passed an act
creating the Iowa State Planning Board
which 1is also a wise provision for fu-
ture planning. It is unf¢rtunate that
no enabling -act - has been pdssed for
county . planning boards as this wait, is
undoubtedly of vital " 1mpnrtance in
planning : the future development of our
State. 1

~Confliets Only Natural '

Many other examples might be given
but thig brief outline shows the legal
difficulties that have hamered planning
progress ‘in the past. ‘Planning provraws
usually ‘are
on a vision of future needs as well as
on present necessities.” It is natural

that conflicts with property owners and -

commercial interests scmetimes occur.

The conservatism of the courts, how- .

ever, is sumewhat of a blessing in dis-
guise 1in preventing visionary and im-
practicable projects, - and in keeping

planning ‘on a sound basis. Modtrn plan-
ning is needed now a&s never before The
value of the aesthetlc 1n‘pronot1ng the

and others in this

" ghow : that the trend here is to- in legal

‘interests

adoption of - zoning ordinances; re-

‘far sighted and are based .

<eivie

public comfort and happinéss is becom-
ing .widely recognized. These chahging

conditions have brought about 2 change
_ conceptions ~and the present
trend indicates a strong sympathy with
human betterment and community progress.

Within its proper sphere the public wel-

fare is and should be paramount.
; * K K x ¥

IOWA TO START STUIY OF; TENANCY

‘Wallaces' Farmer and Iowa Homestead,
Dés Moines: Wallaces' ‘Farmer and Iowa

‘Homestead is gled to see Governor Kras-

chel appointing a conmittee to study
ferm tenancy and. to nake a report to
the next Legislature on appropriate
legislation. That is the only way we'll
ever get thru useful measures in this
field.Tenancy is too coriplicated a sub-
Jjeet for rapid-fire legislation at a
brief session. The assembly is entitled
to expert help in getting the facts.

The committee is headed by Fred Haw-
ley, of Pocahontas county, a member of
President Roosevelt's nationsl tenancy
cormittee. All the major farm organiza-
tions are represented. The work of the
committee will be tied in with the state
planning board's work thru the services
of H. H., Kildee, dean of the college of
agriculture at’ Ames, and chairman of
he state planning beard.

Tenancy 1is- ohe cf tae big problens
for any farm state. It 1is time Iowa.

started working &t it in earnest.
; E N . . S

"In Dickinson County.

A 1late news dispatch from Dickinson
County .tells of the establishment of a
Social VWelfare Advisory Committee by
the Dickinson County Plenning Board,for
the . "purpose .of bettering conditicns
for Dickinson County's "underprivileged
children."According to 'Mr.K. B. Velty,
chairman of the planning board, seven
groups  in ‘the county have been
invited: to Join in' this program, work-
ing with- Mrs. Ethel McMichael, county
.social worker and chiairman of the com—~
mittee on -social welfare.
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Fifty-Acre:Tract in Ahquabi'State Park Will Honor Mrs.

.—J

JO J)\I\ljl J‘\_) f

Frances Whitley

- for Her Years of Service in Behalf of Conservation

By ané B. MacMartin,

. Chaitrman -

Division of Forests and Parks
Towa Federation of ‘Women's Clubs

The Towa Federation of Women's,Clubs
hes

devoted their time and. resources toward
educating, not only club women but stu-
dents and people in all walks of life
to & realization of
serving our natural resources.

Several of Iowa's Federation ieaders

long ©been interested in conserva-
tion. For more than ten years conserva-,
tion committees in the Federation have.

the need for :con-.

Iowa. They contacued large 1and holders

-asking - them to request renters to dis-

continue cutting timber on their farms.
They have sought more conservation edu-
cation in the public schools. They have
and ‘are'working for state and national

forests in Iowa. Their efforts for con-

servation have been too extended to re-

-count in detail.

Today the club women have a definite

have received national ——: and tanglble prOJSCt a~
honors and responsibil- WOMEN'S INTEREST foot to aid in the re-
ities in recognition of : W : forestation of Iowa.
the fine work they have The greatest ally eny con- | After various confer-
acccmplished in  Iowa | servation program could have | ences, plans were de-
for conservation. Mrs.| is the support of the people ! veloped whereby approx-
Frances Whitley of Web- | of the state, especially that | imately fifty acres in
ster City served for| of such organizations as the| Warren County south of

several years as Vice

President of the Ameri-.

can Forestry Assoc1a~
tion.

Iowa Federation of Women's
Clubs. The interest this group
has taken -in conservation in
Iowa is well expressed in this

the ‘lodge near the lake
in ‘Ahquabi State Park
will Dbe 'planted with
oak, elm, ash and wal-
nut seedlings, the be-
ginning of a Federation

Through the years,"article, written by a. club wo-
one phase of conserva- man,;Mrs. MacHMartin, . of Tama.
tion has continuously G ;s

claimed their attention,-- the need for
restoring Iowa's forest land.

Club women have realized that Iowa
has but one-seventh of her original
timberland, according to surveys- of
1832 to 1859 They have become deeply
impressed with the fact that the more
Iowa timber has been cut, the more dev-
astation hes teken place, devastation
by soil ercsion, siltetion of lakes and
reservoirs, loss of ground water, loss
of natural flood contrcl, loss of raw
materials, loss of protection for wild
life.

The Federated Women'o Clubs have co—~
operated with different organizations
through the years in their desire for
more conservation. They were numbered
among the groups making the initial re-
quest for a Conservation Commission in

‘Whitley - who

-+ dorest honoring Mrs.
“has devoted so many years

of her 1life in behalf of conservation.

The Federation takes particular joy in
thus honoring Mrs. Whitley.

This Federation Forest has been made
possible through the cooperetion of the
Iowa State Planning Board and the State
Conservation Commission.The site, seed-
lings and supervision will be furnished
by the Conservation Commission and the
cost. of labor will be paid by the Fed-
eration with the assistance in scme
cases of the Works Progress Administra-
tion.Planting will start November first
and continue as 1long as weather permits.
Tius an Iowa Federation of Women'g Clubs
Forest will be one more step taken to-
ward restoring in Iowa some of the six
million acres of forest land she has un-
knowingly or wantonly destroyed.
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" PLANNING TAKING EFFECT IN
MISSOURI VALLEY REGION

':prehen51ve long-time program for res-
“toration now under way in the Chariton

© 'Bagin in Iowa.is unique.

By P H Elvood
Counselor, Region Slx
Netional Resources Commlttee

more homogeniety of plans and programs,

the Nationgl Resources ‘-Committee has
grouped the - states into -mine regions.
Iowa, . is::in - Region Six, -the’ Misscuri

Valley - begion
including --Missouri, Nebraska,:Kansas,
North Dakota South Dakota and Mlnneso-
{13 I o

Common problems already are develop—;-
ing and it is hoped that ccnferences and:.

group -meetings .. will help- expedite. the
planning and development: of .thevre—
sources of  the region.

Copious rains- of:. thls 'seasen have
produced . bounteous: <crops
most. .of . the states, .and ! one riding
through- the great corn,
producing. areas. -is: deeply
with  the -beauty - of the
green country31de. i

This Season'g’ Ravages

Nevertheless, floods in narthwestern
Minnesota -and North Dakata, excessive
heat. and the wheat rust and:grasshoppers
caused heavy losses in parts' of: the re-
gion during -the  late summer.. Many .of
these losses

impressed

ning and an intelligent land :and water
use and publlc works - program..

Readers of - Iowa Planning: News are
familiar with' the. ‘usual projects and
studies being carried on.by most of “the
State Planning Boards of the Missouri
Valley Region.  However, there are sev-
eral unique studies in verious stages
of development 1in the several states,
such as
tional studies in Nebraska, the County
Government Surveys in Missouri and Iowa,
the Sargent County Plamning’® project . in

North :Dakota, taxation: studies in Kan-:

sas, and the crop cover and land: owner- -
ship studies in South Dakota.:

i &

, . with six other states,.

threcughout
“wheat and oats

golden- and

~able:period of years.-
~¢énfined to land areas actually:drained

prcbably can be lessened'
in the future- by. proper long-time plan-

the tuberculosis and institu--

‘The:com- -

~Pertile~ Planning Field
Perhaps in no other region of the

- United States 'can collaborative planning
~ i:be more effective for the future of the
In an effort to introduce and develop;

nation and:its people than in the great
Missouri Valley. Here is the heart of

~.the food producing area,with other vast

natural resources: which, if properly

eonserved and ‘developed, will help keep

the 'nation ‘as @ whole stabilized eco-'’
ncmically,
:constantly moving forward and upward.’

Here' patterns of lifej-less firmly
established’ and: entrenched, will.make
possible more pronounceéd changes in'-
both economiesand sncial planning. The
people themselves héving conquered the

“last so-called "frontier,!" ‘are eager to

scale new frentiers of better government

and ' better living and a wiser use of

all resources both physical and human.
* Kk kK

OPINION IN CORYDOW

Corydon.T1mes~Republlcan: Slowly the

‘plan: for: development  of the Chariton

River basin is unfelding.. It will have
many angles. It will cover a consider-
It will not be

by the Chariton river but will eover all
of the six counties- comprising the Char-
iton River Besin ‘district, namely Tayne,
Lucas, Clarke, Decatur, Monroe and Ap-

. pancose. Reforestaticn, demonstraticnal

areas, conserveticn of seil and water,
restocking of.wild life, health, educa-

tion, and :severel other activities are
contemplated. MNot the leest important
will ' be . a’ plan of furnishing lime to

every farmer in'the district et a nomi-
nal cost. Probably the benefits to be-
derived by the citizens of the district
will not ' be sensational in the begin-
ning but as the several plans progress
and develop we will find that there is
a2 great and permanent’improvement for:

the average individual.
Wk K Kk

~and “keep the social trends
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JOWA  TENANCY

EDITORIAL

AN in the' Des Moines Sunday
Register, September 26,-1937.: -

About a year ago President Roosevelt
appointed a -committee cn farm tenancy
to make a rdpid study of the tenancy
- preblem in-all secticns of the country

and to recommend measures aiming at ul-
timate solution.

That cormmittee made a report, impor-
tant for the factual material in it as
well as the recommendations.

As a result, a federal farm tenancy
act was passed,
nodest because necessarily experimental
attack on the problem. As time passes,
this attack will inevitably be enlarged,
in ways based on the experience gained.

The comnittee's report alse pointed
cut phases of the problem which clearly
must be tackled not by the federal Z20V-
ernment but by states.

Last February in Des Mcines the
first annual Naticnal FYarm institute
was held, with wide perticipation by
federal agencies, state cocllege groups,
institutional farm land owners, farm
crganizations and others; and the whole
session centered: on the farm tenancgy
problem.” Unquestionably an important

"educaticnal influence was exerted and
will continue to be exerted by that
picneering conference.

Both befere and since that sessien,
mich surveying of tenancy conditinns in
Iowa has been done by state college ex-
perts, county planning committees (not-
ably the one conducted by the Palo Alto
farm plenning committee) ‘and others.
The Charitcn Basin planning committee,
through one of its subcommittees, has
arranged for 2 discussion of tenancy to
be held October 1. ' :

And the state Farm Bureau federation
has stimulated thousht and elicited
mich interesting information in a wide-
ly ccnducted survey that went into every
county .

providing for a very

'In the more than a year that will

COMMITTEE”

With all this in the background, Gove
ernor Kraschel has now amncunced the
appoiantment of a state ferm tenancy
cowﬂlttee which will study the reo nert
of the president's national committee,
hold hearings throughout the state, and
try to evolve a constructive, prectical
and non—-emotional program for state ac-
tion, possibly through legisleation in
party : ‘

This is a thoroughly sound move.

The committee as named is strictly
and obvicusly non-partisen. It includes
Republicans and ‘Democrats. It . includes
farm tenants and farm owners. It in-
cludes representatives of the farm or-
ganizations and of the principal "com-
modity groups" ‘or different types of
farming. The several sections of the
state are represented. Corporate farm
land owners are not omitted.

And the whole set-up will be under
the state planning board, with Dean H.
H. Kildee of Iowa State college an ex-
officio member of the cormmittee. This,

too, is logicel and proper.
What it comes to is that in tackling
the ferm cor land use part of its task,

the plenning béerd will operate through
two major cormittees, one dealing with
the inanimate farm rescurces (scil con-
servation,ete.), the other dealing with
the still more important human resources
thrcugh this tenancy aroup.

There 1ig every reason to be confi-
dent that out of this committee's care-

ful study will flow important velues to

the Iowa of the future.
Its work begins at a propitious time.
in—-

tervene, ahead of another legislative
session, sound ‘ideas will have ample
chance to win their way into popular

acceptance. The principles on which the
state will base its program can in ‘that
time be well clarlfled,ana in all prob-
ability ‘- certain prudent specific re-
forms grounded on the principles pre-

pared for adoption.
* ok ok ox ¥
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CrIARITON  BASIN:

Iowa Planning News presents herewith
personnel of the technical committee
officially appointed by the Governor
to work with the Chariton Basin Plan-~
ning Board in conducting the demonstra-~
‘tion prcject in that area.

Dr. A.C.Trowbridge, State Geologist;
Head of Department of Geology, State
University of Iowa, Chairman.

B. W. Lodwick, State Director, Rural
Rehabilitation,
tration, Ames, Vice Chairman.

P.H.Elwood, Counselor, National Re-
sources Committee; Head of Department
of Landscape Architecture, Ipwa State
College.

Prof.Rex Beresford,Animal Husbandry,
Agricultural Extension Service, Ipwa
State College.

Prof. J.H.Bodine, Department of Bio-
logy, State University of Iowa. i

E.S.Boudinot, State Field Engineer,
. Works Progress Adminis., Des Moines.

Prof.J.F.Calvert,Department of Elec-
trical Engineering, Iowa State College.

R: C. Choate, State Field Engineer,
Works Progress Adminis., Davenport.

Lester E. Clapp, Assistant State Co-
ordinator, Soil Conservation Service,
Ames. .

Prof. J.B.Davidson, Head of Depart-
ment of Agricultural Engineering, Iava
State College.

Dean F. M. Dawson, College of Engi-
neering, State University of Iowa.

Charles M. Elkinton, Department of
Agricultural Economics, Iawa State Col-
lege.

Mrs. Sarah Porter FKllis, fixtension

Professor,Department of Home Economics,
Iowa State College. :

Prof.J.R.Fitzsimmons, Department of
Landscape Architecture, Iowa State Col-
lege; Technical Adviser, Iowa State Con-
servation Commissicn.

Francis Johnson, President,lowa Farm
Bureau Federaticn, Terril. .

R. G. Kasel, District Engineer, U.S.
Geological Survey, State University of

Resettlement Adminis-
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Iawa.

Prof. G. B. MacDornald, State Forest-
er; Department of Forestry, Iowa State
College.

Murl McDonald, Assistant Director,
Agricultural Extension Service, Iowa
State College.

Frank Mendell, Soil Conservation Ser-
vice, Ames.

W.0.Price, Procurement Officer, Nat-
icual Park Service, Des Mcines.

Charles D.Reed, Senior Meteorologist,
U. S. Weather Bureau, Des Moines.:

J.S.Russell, Farm Editor, Des Moines
Register and Tribune.

Prof.Rainer Schickele, Department of
Agricultural Economics, Iowa State Col-
lege.

Ralph W.Smith,Chairman of Inwa Agri-
culturel Conservation Committee,
Moines.

Prof. W.H.Stacy,
Agricultural Extension Service,
State College.

Dr.K.W.Stouder, Department of Veter-
inary Medicine, Agricultural Extension
Service, Iowa State College.

Prof. C. Woody Thompson, College of
Commerce, State University of Iowa.

Prof. Ray E. Wakeley, Department of
Rural Sociology, Iowa State College.

Ppof. W. F. Watkins, Department of
Soils, Agricultural Extension Service,
Iova State College.

A.H.Wieters, Sanitary Engineer,State
Department of Health, Des Mcines.

R.C.Williams, Director of Research,
State Department of Public Instructlon,
Des Moines.

\JJ\\

Rural Sociclogist, -
Iawa

* x Xk ok X

Send for Bibliography

Any persons desiring to have a list
of the various repcrts and other publi-
cations of the Iowa State Planning Board
may receive a copy of the bibliography
of his material without charge by
writing to the Director, Iowa State
Planning Board, 314 West Eighth Street,

Des Moines.
; g ¥ H K

Des - -
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"DOUBTERS BE COWVINCED"

‘Monroe County News, Albia:. Doubters
of the Chariton .river valley: program
should now be convinced that results-are
going. to be obtaihed. Monroe ¢cunty is

included. as onsé of six.counties 'in the'

long time conservation program-announced
last week by-Governdr Kraschel. ‘A Iim-~
ing program w111 be put 1nto effect im~
mediately. . ot

Here is real news for these southern'

Iowa 'mining counties,  of ‘which we are
one, where the. scil is poor &nd -the re-
lief load high.Civilisn committeés have

been working all sumrer:on-the plans’
for rehabilitaticn: of the area. ‘Many
have scoffed and many have understood
little about basic 1deas of thb

the
valley progran. '

The governor's announcement of f1—

nancial support now permits the general*

program develcoped by the” commlttee to
move forward. Production of ‘lime on a
large scale which can be bought y farm=
ers'at cost to be paid in thé fom of a
tax lien,payable over a period of years
is the first step.
mits the boards of supervisbrsfta"pro—
duce the lime and sell ‘it &t cost.  La-
bor will be furnished hy the JPA or the
farmers themselves. ‘

Estimates call for every - ferm in the
area .to
cf 1lime within seven or eight years.
Anyone can envisage the reeults and
benefits of such a program. ; i

These. -counties are natural dalry
counties. With- the -
pasture land restored rea2l mcney is a
possibility for -farmers in the area.
The United States i needs  more dairy
products. A naticnal farm magazine in a
recent. issue suggested:.a subsidized pro-
gram to secure adequate milk .and butter
for -every child in the .country up to 16
years old. With six counties turned in-

to dairy counties & condensed milk com-
pany might be induced to install a plant*
'O« T COpYy.

in the area.
Dairy or beef cattle.” A real beef
cattle range 1is in the offing if the

Iowa Plannlng News

nurselves
tieny:

A new Iowa law per~

receive an sdequate treatment:

s0il enriched and‘’

‘able for distribution:

‘Cedar, Loulsa

program materializes successfully. A
reforestdtlon -progrem which dovetalls
into ° the 11m1ng program is also under
way. Things are 1ook1ng up for southern‘

Iowa.f 1
* K ok oKk %

"CONSERVATION MOVES FORWARD"

‘Centarville Ioweguan- “Here ‘in’ the
Chariton river -basin where so wuch pre-
11m1nany groundvork has been lald for
the'- rehabllltatlon ‘of the scil and ‘hu~-
man resources wef gre gratified to ‘see’
things moving S0’ steddlly First we got
thié- health unit established in dlstrlct,
and- cnunty Now chee,rfforestatlon in
a ‘definite way. And the governor and
state authorities have given official

“recogniticn and suppcrt to liming. Pre-

vious to these late developments local
ferces had been at work putting on ter-

‘racing, llmlng, “and developlng alfalfa

cultivation. Because we tried to hélp
we ‘are now attractlng atten-
Commlttees are beginning to come
to AppanO(SG county tc learn how it is
doné. -Some’ may try the short cut and
seek ‘outside "aid as their first effort.
The surer way is the way we did it here.’
First show that we have local intercst,
local * leadership, and local response.
When we try to do scmething for our-
selves, others ‘are more interested in
doing something for us.
X %k ok x %

Retail Trade Arez Reports

The Icwa State Dlanmng Board nas 8
supply of copies of three of a series
of repcrts desling with retail tradlnb
areds in Icwa, publlsned as the result'
of - & survey corducted in 1935. Therc
were seven such reports issued, but on-
ly the following three- are still avail-
(1) ‘For Henry,
and Lee Counties; (2)  for

Scott end Muscatlne Coun~-
ties; © (3) for Buchanan, Delarare Ben-
ten and Llnn Counties. The prlce Yg 25¢
nhen.orderlng, pleasc address

1e ‘Director,lowa State Planning Board,
jlu West Eighth Street, Des Moines.

Des Moines
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STATE HOUSING CONFERENCE R
IN DES MOINES, OCT.19

A state conferénce on better housing:

sponsored 'ty ~the' Iowa Housing League
was to be held in 'Dés Moines, October
19. (It Wwas not- 90551ble ‘for'Iowa Plan--
ning News to arrange ‘for'a report of
this meetlng in' time for the October
issme.) SN Sy el

‘The conference program- was to pay
spe01al attentlon to the follow1ng d1s~
cussion topics:

Purposes and advantages of the U S
Housing (Wagner—Steagall) Act..

Importance of state hous1ng 1eg1s1a—

tlon,

State and federal ‘agencies Whlch can
cooperate with ‘municipal hou31ng Com~-
mittees and commissions in' Iowa in the
constructicn of hduslng projects.

Housing surveys" prev1ous1y made in
Towa showing the need for better hous-
ing, ATt =

Ways “‘and means of obtaining better
urban and rural housing for llmlted in-
come groups.

List of 'Speakers

Speakers were to include Iowa Repre-
sentatives 1in ' Ccngress; -former State
Senator Garrett E. Roelofs, speaking on
"Housing and Social Sgcurlty," Dean Al-
fred J.Pearson, College of Liberal Arts,
Drake,.University; Leland A.McBrdom, Des
Moines architect; "Mrs.Bért McKee, Des
Moines; Mayor Joe #llen, Dés Moines:Dr.
Robert E. O'Brian, Secretery of:.State,
‘speaking on "The Necessity for State
Legiglation on Housing," “and:Prof.P.H.
Elwocd, Amés, ~Counselor, National Re-
sources Committee, speaking on "Is Grime

of Omission Greater than the 'Sin’of
Pommlsblon?"
M:s. Charles E. Palmer, - ‘Sioux Clty,

'Phalrman of thé Towa Hnu31ng League,was
.%o pres1de R.H.Matson, Director 'of the
.Towa State Planning Board; was to serve

ﬂas 1uncheon chalrman
B T

things that need attentlon
.cannot ‘be ‘corrected,but by planning for
“the future much .can be accomplished.The
-Council -at thls meetlng also discussed
~the ‘public-zcquisition: of the shores on
-the-lakes in-this cmunty as. a necessary
‘part
s program. .-
nported in thls respect.

PALO ALTO PLANNING
WORK PROGRESSES .
This brief account of

way in which things are belng done
could well be read

EDITOR!'S NOTE:
the
in Palo Alto: County

by the . citizens of every other county
in Iqowa. - This report was published in’
the  mnewspapers of..Emmetsburg follow1ng

a regular county planning meetlng

At the October meeplng of the Palo
Alto County Planning Council, -held in
the - Emmetsburg library auditorium, Oct.
11; ‘a special committee was appointed
to make a.study of.the conditions along
the : Des Moines river in thls county
caused . by ° the drainageudltchvchannel
The adjoining land has been.denuded of
timber and much of it has been rendered
unproductive. Erosion and wasting away
of the. top .soil: has increased. The com-
mittee is. to study these conditions and

make a .preliminary.report . working to-
ward - a survey of the area by the State
Planning Board as _..a basis for a long
time project - to reclaim the area and

diminish the .waste. :
- The Planning: Coun011 declded at the
méeting ‘to invite suggestions ‘and ideas
for: improvement ‘.of ccunty”condltlons
from:the public generally. The Council
will" receive written suggestions or
proposals- from.anyone interested, and
everything submitted will be given care-
ful congideration. Address your commun-
ications to Miss Florence Wells, secre=
tary of* the Council.

It is recognized .that there ﬁre many
Everythlng

of .a comprehens 1ve ccnservptlon
Considerable. progress Was Te-

koxox % o
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"FOREST LANDS 1IN IQWA™

Boone News-Republican: It comes as
a surprise to most Iowans to be told
that 100 yeers ago their state had some
five million acres of woodland. We are
accustomed to thinking of Iowa as a
prairie state which in the days before
the white man came was covered with the
long,waving prairie grass.
.its timber, too. The inroads of civili~-
zation have reduced the orlglnal ancunt
by fifty per cent.

Recently it has been forced on publlc
attention that trees and forests are a
very important factor in the proper and
wise management of land and water. Our
forefathers knew. that, because while
using freely the nstive timber, they
planted groves and shelter belts around
their homes.
sire to cultivate all the land possible
resulted  in clearing land which should
better have been left timbered. !

It 1is now apparent that many acres
thus cleared ere not suitable for ferm-

‘ing. The top scil is gone, big gullies

~have formed, the streams have become
silted.Forests are of a value in check-
ing erosicn; in helping maintain a bio-
logical balance for successful agricul-
ture by .harboring, for example, birds
and animals which aid in keeping insects
under control; - for use as wood and for
their effect on .conserving the water.
They are also of velue for recreational

purposes,as a haven.for desirable wild- -

life,as natursl laboratories for scien-
tific study and as an element of beauty
in the Iowa lendscape.

The: state has proposed a program for
" both natimal and state forests in suit-

able locations.It has recently acquired

‘some 12,000 acres of state forest land
situated in different general locations
in  southern, southeastern, and north-
eastern Iowa. This land represents a
start in what it is anticipated will be
a greater program of forestry develop-
ment and the conserving of natural re-

sSOUIrcCes,
* ¥ ¥ x x

But Ieowa had’

Too often, however, the de- -

‘npursing

CHARITON BASIN HEALTH
PROGRAM TAKING EFFECT

Chariton Basin Counties are reaping
immediate and positive ©benefits from
the health program inaugurated there &as
a part of the Chariton Besin Demonstra-
‘tion Project,according to news reports.

Health officials are engaged in de-
termining the sources of typhoid and
poiiomyelitis, recently discovered.

Five of-the six Basin counties have
added 1local funds to those provided by

state and federal sources,through the
State Department of Health, and have
three full time workers establishing

a general public health program in the
area, in addition to county nurses in
each of the five cooperating counties.
The area workers are Dr.R.J.Condon, Su-
perintendent; C.E.Richey, Sanitary En-
gineer, . and Miss Alyce KRocney, Nurse.

As a result of the area program, ex-
pert assistance was immediately avail-
able when the above contagions appeared.
Drinking water and other sources are
being investigated and steps taken to
prevent spread of the diseases from the

few cases already reported.
* ¥ K kK X

N"THINGS ARE HAPPENING"

‘Monroe County News, Albia: It may
savor of "I told ycu so-ing," but we
cen't refrain from pointing out that
the Cheriton river basin program is be-
ginning to mean quite a gond deal here
in Monroe county.

Right now we have a public health
program in full swing, tree
planting and liming programs ready to
stert and a survey completed showing
liming and reseeding needs of all six
counties in the next eight years.

The sixz=county unit is going to as-
sume a place of incressing importance
in state affairs in coming years. Most
of us have been slow to tumble to what
is going on, but we are in the midst of
an experiment that will be watched with
interest threcushout the United States.

* %k X kB X
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CLASSFIED BY THE NATIONAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

GRADE ACREAGE (TOTAL - 35,633,920)
EXCELLENT | &

GOOD 2 6,906,158
FAIR 3 B 1,392680
POOR 4 FA 1,007.416 , % 10WA HAS ONE-FOURTH OF THE GRADE |

ESSENTIALLY - :
INCAPABLE 5 B

AGMCULTURAQ LAND IN THE UNITED STATES
OF TILLAGE :

344,556




