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Current Activities Fall Into Tyro Gern?ral Classifications, 
Conservation Efforts and Other Reseo rch Studies 

:By R. H. Matson, Director 
Io•:ra State Planning Board 

The work of the Iowa State Planning Business Research, Cha riton Basin 
Board has resolved itself into two re- Demonstration Proj ect, Education, Farm 
lated but distinctive phases. These Tenancy, Housing, Population and Social 
may be described as (1) Conservation Trends, Public Service, Public Works, 
Activities, and (2) Research and Plan- Recreational Resources, Soil Conserva­
ning Studies (other than conserva tion). tion, Transportati on, Wat er Resourc e s. 

It may be interesting a t this time The following ab·br eviated descrip-
to r eview the program ----------- tion of each Planning 
so that the abo v e dis- COVER DESIGN Board project now oper-
tinction may be appa.r- The cover design for this ating or proposed will, 
ent to the average cit- issue of Iowa Planning Ne,1s it is hoped, give to 
izen of the state. I represents gr aphically the the reader a clearer 

The State Planning I present functi ons and e ctivi- ccnception of the work 
Board is well p c.st its i ties of the Iowa State Plan- · of the Board. 
early organization phase I ning Board. Each of the sub- In Group I, or Con­
and committee selection\ jects listed is de scribe d s e rvation Activities, 
detail, and looks for- j bri efly in the article begin- may be f ound the fol-
ward to the l a r g e op- I ning on this page. lowing: 
portunity awaiting it· -- --- 1. Study of Soil 
to pursue a pro gram containing factors Cons e rva tion Districts Lmv. The U.S. 
of greatest import to the people of Secre tary of Agriculture is authorized 
Iowa . 

Governor Kraschel recently made ap­
pointments to the Pl,mning Boa rd's ci)m­
mittoes, as re~uested oy the Board, and 
from time to time t he se committees will 
meet to complete their organization and 
continue with studies within their sep­
arate and varied fields. These commit-
tees are: 

unde r federal law to make suita ble sta te 
l egisla tion a condition pr ecedent to al­
l o ting feder al soil c0 nsE>rvc: ti0n fund s 
to any state. (Su ch s tate legisl a tio n 
would p er mit f a r me rs to organize soil 
conserva ti on di s tricts and adopt land 
use r egula ti ons.) The study of proposed 
legislation has oe en r eferred to the 

(Cont'd on Page 3) 
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IOWA' S STATE 
PLANNING PROGRAM 

state and federal agencies. 
4. Water Basin Studies. Studies of 

Iowa's water resources, · ·and recommenda-
( Cont Id from Page 1) tions for their crmservation and . dev,E;)l-

State Planning Bo·ard, ·which first will opment, are included ·in a series of six 
obtain the · opinfons of farmers ·and reports prepared by the . State. Planning . 
ag·ri cultural experts throughout Inwa, Board 13.t · the request of ·.the National 
then, after r eviewing the,ir recommenda- · Resources Committee. ·Four of these -- re­
tions, will · prepere a report for the ports have now been published; the _fi-
Legislature ; nal two will be completed vecy- soon. 

2. · Farm Tenancy Study ... Passage by Conservation of soil as well as . water 
Congress of the Bankhead-J/'\nes · Farm is a major ccnsideration in these stud­
Tenant A'ct marked a definite start to- ies. · · A revision ha s · been requested by 
ward solution of the.----...--------------, the .President through 
national farm tenure FROM WATER REPORT the National Resources 
problem, and therefore The illustration · of "Under- Committee, and Planning 
definite progress to- lying Rock .E·o rmati c• ris and Gla- Board ·engineers· and 
ward partial solution cial Deposits" in Northeestern technical advisers are 
of the soil conserva- Iowa, shown on the opposite at this time busy on 
tion problem .' State ac- page, is taken from Volume ·IV that project. 
tion in ways mo st ef- "Water Use and Conservation in 5. Recreational Re-
fecti vely handled by Inwa, 11 a s eries of reports snurces Survey. (WPA 
the state appears nee- prepared by the Iowa State Project) This study 
essary to supplement Planning Board and submitted ~ill provide part of 
the national program. to the National Resources Corn- the material necessary 
The problem of studying · mi ttee·. The completed series to bring the "Twenty­
and reporting on the will include six volumes, cov..; fiv e Year Plan"for con­
Iowa situation has ·been ering all watersheds in the servation in Iowa up to 
referred to the State state. · Conferences· were under ·da te. The final report 
Planning Board. The ob- wey this month studying a re- of this study will be 
jective of this study vision · of these · reports . re-- . submitted · to the Na­
is to develop plans for q_uested ·byPresident Roosevelt, · tional Park Ser.vice to 
state and local partic- to be submitted by December 1. · meet their request for 
ipation, in cooperation I, ____ -'--------------,- states to provide this 
'!>'i th the federal government, · in the so­
lution of the farm tenure problem. 

3. Chariton Basin Demonstration Proj­
ect. The Chariton Basin Planning Board 
includes about 250 committee members 
representing the · six couhti,es touched 
by the Chariton River Bc::°sin, namely, 
Appanoose, Clarke, Decatur, Lucas, Mc, n­
roe and Wayne. · The Basin Planning 
Board I s obj ecti.ve is to obt'ain through 
its own efforts and ·'Ti th the coopera­
tion of governmental agencies maximum 
benefits · through· coordinated applica­
tion of various pro grams, with porticu­
lar emphasis o n agricultural co nserva­
tion and rehabilitation. To the · six­
coun:ty organization the State Planning 
Board is supplying an information, con­
sulting and correlating service, and is 
maintaining contacts between the local, 

information . • 
6.Lake and Stream Survey. (WPA Proj- ·. 

ect) Surveys of a.ry lake beds and arti­
ficial lakes t.o determ.ine the boundaries 
of stater-owned . areas, made under this 
project,, will expedite the .fencing pro­
gram of- the. State Conservat,ion Commis­
sion. 

7. Special Engineering Studies . . (Re­
quested · by State Conservation Ccmmis­
sio·n) , (a) Investi gation of the possi bil­
i ty of establishing bass ponds on the 
Iowa Islands at Gutt enberg, Clayton 
cL~unty; · (b)survey of old Indian trails, 
Indian mounds, . canoe trails, etc., in 
the state; (c) investigation of seepage 
from Spirit Lake; · (d) investigation. of 
the feasibility of diverting water_ from 
Little Sioux River · into Sp irit Lak.e . . 

In Group II, or Rese a rch and P1an-
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ing $tudies other than ·cons'efv-ation 'may and municipal . planning agencies is a n-
be found the following: · · ·· . . other duty of the State Planning Boa rd. 

L Analysis of· Graduated Land Hold- To aid COl!lJI!U,nities interested in zont 1:g 
tngs. · :'(WP.A Project)' 'A_ study of corpor- and . _in s.'treet and tra ffic planning , 
ate an:a · other lalrge 'scale land holdings stud·i~s of iand use· areas (resid ential, 

. ih Iowa , tri3nds . in 'land transfei-s ' and commer_cial, industrial, etc.) and of 

. othe r -f actors . relating to · egridu.itti.ral trafffo flow are being made in several 
p'!·ospefity, is ·being· made as ari ai'd ·' to Io~a . Cities. Many of these have been 
legislative considera tion of ' QU.rtent completed and reports furnished the 
problems. · . citie_s _involved. Others are coming to 

2. Analysis "of .A.g:dcultu:rai Data. _f:r..:npletion. . 
(WPA Project) Trends ·. iri .· ct6p1:i'fog nnd · 7.~. Survey af Public Heal th Resources. 
marketing practices, · firm .· sizes :;'a.rid · ( WPA .. Proj ect) First · .:_suggested by the 
livestock ' q_uanti ties ate being stµdiec}: -.Brookings Institution in its Iowa sur­
by counties. Ptesent' work also includes _v_er, (1933), and late r requested by the 
studies which ;vill lead : to thi '°rormuia:..,; _Ste.te : Department of Heal th, a stu.dy is 
tion of a sample a gri6ul tu.ral' census_, being made of public; .heal th facilities 
permitting more fr eq_u-ent and economical a11d _programs maintained by Iowa's com­
analyses of a gricultural trends. ' . . muni tie·s, ·schools an,d civic agencies. 

3. Study of Educational Op1)0:r.tun·i ty. The result$ will be of groat value and 
(W'PA Project) ·At · t he request of the· u se to· the . ~epartment of Heal th : i1,1 
State Department of Public Instruct.ion, · plamiing ~ ts coopera t .ive _local and di ,s~ 
a · study of the availab:i.1i't-y 6'{ high tri_ct heal th prog rams, .. 
schools (geqgraphic location_:; · trn'ns1:>(J'r--: i · EL Trade Area S\irvey . . (WPA Proj (: Ct) 
tatibn; typ e of school or-ganizatic;n,· , I nformation is being c.oll ect ed on areas 
etc.) is being ma.de a·s an ·aid t6 th s of 1linfluence 11 or s ervi c e for r e tail 
Depa rtment and to local ~chool bo~r ds . trad.ing centers. Results wilt be avail-: 
in consider 2tion of future schooi :r'e~ · able · _to merchants, ne-,1 spap er publishers 
or ga1rt~zatfo"1r"-'neecls and in the equait za.:.: a nd othe rs i ·n local co;nmuni ties. By :an-' 
tion of educational opportunity · for · alyzing t heir relc.ti ve si tuGtions , the 
children in the public schools. commuµi ti es ·_· of Iowa may find and main-

4. · Hi·ghway Accident Analysis. ( i~7PA . t a in their pi a ce s with _gree ter stabili­
Proj ect) Tabulations a r ;e beirig made in ty ba sed on a more ree.listic outlock . 
coop eration with the ·state Motor Vehi-. The ·· new . st~dy, utilizing a different 
cle Department to throw lfgh t on :the rii'ethod . of gath~ring informa tion, will 
circumstances and causes ·of h 'i ghw·ey · .ac- be tied fn .'77ith former trade area stud­
ci r erits ( especially ·:tatai' 'adcid~nt s). ;: iei ()f th e' .state I report$ of which have 
thus to aid in pla.nn:ing fo·r redu6tio_n been ·issued for several sections. 
of -· the annual automobile ·cfeath toll 9. ·Analys,i s. of Cocimunity Se r vice, 
t hr ou gh · c<Ytrective l egisla'ti on arid ( HPA. Project) .· Th i_s study include s the 
ether mean·s i . •, a n:i1y sis)f information previously gat h-

5. County Base Maps. (WPA Proj ect)· e r :ea.. (:und.cr FERA w.ork projects)on se r v:~ 
In accordance with t h e delege. tiori to fo es·,. · institutions and programs offer ed 
t he Plar,µi,ing ' ]oardof t h e duty of p re..:' i n_ th:e ,various .communities o.f. Io_,.-ra. Re­
paring · and maintaining a ·fne of base s\.11 ts; :ce,mbi;ne.d wi t f1 _th_os,e · of. the tra de 
map s, such inap s are being drawn for all area : survey.s ., .. -will co,nstitute a _gui de 
counties. As a ·spec i e.l :s e rvic e· .to rural to '.tb e Iowa small town in de termin~ng 
elect'rification :gr oup s\ maps showing a nd_. rriak;~ ,ng •· t h~ mo s t of its oprior-
the location and typ e of ei{st:i:rtg lines. tuniq,e,s;. _. _ . , 
are prepa red -on order .- : · · The followi ng proj e ct.s have been ,re-

6. Urban Land Use 'and' Tr'a:ffic Stir-' f er'recl '. 'to, . t iie .Stat.e Pla,nning Bo ard QY 
veys. (WPA Proj ects) Assts'ting co"unty . ·· (co.nt' :1 o,n P.age; 12) 

·,' ' .. 

. ,, .. - - ---...,,.,.. 
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11 .A. · WORTH WHILE GROUP" l a tor. 
Then the law-maker can perform h is 

Cedv.r Falls Record: The Io11a State functi_sm . . With· the · fact:s , before him h e 
Planning boa·ra he s proved 'i\s ·•,1or\h. -can. d ~cide whe t :· is best for his con­
There is no dcubt about that. Gove ~n- sti tuonts. After the cynics have had 
ment is so complicated these days _there , t beir say, the truth remains tha t f acts 
is ne ed for an impartial gr oup like it ar~ the most impressive prop e.ganda in 
which can apply the methods of sqience the _-eJ?.d .• , It is ·:this kind of i:mpressivEi­
and sociology to the . study of the ~eed ,)i.ess· . . whiQh . . l'.las made the Planni'ng bo~rd 
.fo-r ·refonn. · · ·. .a .su<;;-c:es-s. , 

· Governor Kraschel ha S apprc,ve4 .r~:- . : ·· :: . • · ·* . "'· "* * ' 
se:arch . lJy the board into fr.ur pr.o blems 
which are 1 ikely to become iegi stative 
is.sues ·in trie 1939 se_ssio:ir: , (1) Fann­
t0-market r9adi:i" ; ·(2) ·· insane hosp ital 
reform., . (3) teachers I pensicns and Philadelphie Bulletin: · "Contin{;_~d 
(4) .truck taxati on :. ·' forecasts of a bu;i.lding . bo om provide 

Ne -one would argue t hat t h e PTanni'ng the American Society of Planning Offi:0:. 
board shbUld be· given t h e final deci".'" c ials ?Tith t h e occasion for suggesting' 
sion .ori -these r.iatters. The whole theory the urgent need f or better regulation 
of democracy · is · · t hat the . law-making of land use a nd subdivision in Am E!ti'c·an 
shalL <be do ne by represento.-tives who citi e s·. Th ey quote · the National Re:.. 
are : a dross-s·ecticn of the people the:y sources . Co□rsi i ttee ) •,--,hi.ch declar·e·s that 
represent. They :are SUpi,)Csed to be nei- a rational ,.urban land policy shoultl h'f'.­
ther .exp·erts nor· scientists, but intel- . ford I?riya,te owners and develope:ts ··ade.:.. ' 
ligent men ·Norking· for t he welfare of . qu.ate opportunity ,for i'Yise ti:nd. prcifft- ' 
the state. · ;able -land 'lise·, whlle curbing.· the fcrms 

· But <the · intricacies of govern.r:ient of::sp ecu,lation tha t have proved calrun i.:.,· 
to day ar.e : so .ihv-c'lved · that no law-maker . tou.s .. to-· ··the investing and taxpaying 
can hope>tn make an independent re search . publ:ic, 
into each of ' the - exidless problems which It is · estimated - about thirty'.- per 
confronts him. · In t h e old days w:1.en the cent of · all urban and ~uburban area of 
tovin fathers ·-·met to decide w:1ether the ·. the : United State s consists of ' 'Vacant 
village · ne eded·,, a new i::ieeting place or lots which are p r obably destined for ri. 
whether Hira r.i .- · Smith should be alloued · l0ng ··time to co1:1e to · remain· vacant · and : 
to :graze ·--his ·· ·:cow· ·on the village com-:- . tht:r .e · a r.e said ·· , to '. be ertc:;ugh subd ivi'~.ed 
mons, the ··1egis1ator did nbt- need e x..:. lot~-t~ -- -h o1.rse r::iore than d(,uble the na- . 
pert advice. . . tiri~•s 69,000,000 citizens who live · i ·n 

· :But ·,today he Ldo;es: 'Each 'of .the a'l;>ove citi~s~ · Thi·s· means t ~W:t tho-usands of 
f c:u:r J ir oblem·s is ' one- requir~,ng a vast mi l -es . of streets and f a cilities of va­
arnount -. o:r . independ~nt research . . Ea ch riou_s kinds' have . '•be·en . installed " in . 
legislator -wo\ilct sor.,n :·be los,t if he are~q· t nat may not be irJ1a bitect to ·ca-­
cou1.d ,: · not '-!:lepend . e n scme . trustwor.tby paci ty for years. 
soU'rC G:for informa tl on. . . . . Thoµ gh .r.:J.any of . t h e 'l('l'ss e·s conse·querit . 

' Toot is the funct·.inn of ,·t h ~ Planning . upon such ., overdevelopment · r.iust have 
board·. I:f . it ·remains P-htirely inriepend- been YT,ri tten off by · those whose ·hope·s· 
ent ,.' a:nd · -compose'd° cif m'e,n w~o ·:worship ~w.ve outrun their •. j-ud~-ment, ther,~ re­
f a cts. ancr riot ·po1,it{c_al a~yD.nc 9men~

1
:, it mains a .heavy · and,· ·conti'miing to11 ··of 

will ·pe:rfom a noteworthy: task for _the inter e st . ap.tl maint e.nance · char ge s . The ··· 
state:- of ! lowe; · If 's:hou1n: ex~r.1in~ ·all . :planner..s, ::·. ;:rho .:. bel-ieve that ··v er.r fevr ' 
sides: o·f the : questir•ns ,· a,ss·eiible co□-:- , ci tie;, are -taking t he :· ne ce ssary precau-· · 
plete data ' en ea ch' ohe, ··gather ·the · re- ticns against further afflict io ns of 
sul ts of legislation i n other states, t his sort, ar c timely in their warning . 
and pre sent t h is mat eria l to the legis- * * *"' * 
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ycurts ~egin;t1.ing to Recognize .Aesthetic Considerations In 
Interpretations of Zoning . and Planning Codes 

Every construe- .. 
ti ,.;..e . achi'evement . 
. ~u~t oe. ·.,,rthin the 

· .law of ' the land to ' 
be , succ essful. ' It 
becri'mes important, therefore; to 
the influefoce of law . Ori the 

By Dwight , G. McCarty 

consider · not injurious to 
planning munity . 

movement. The police power should not be con-
Protectionof the personal · rights of fused with the right of . eminent domain, 

men: and · p~e.serva:tion · of the right cf When private property is taken for pub-
. property are ·two ·sacred and fundamental lie use under eminent domain, the owner 

lega;J.. princi_ples~ · which have come down i -s entitled, as a matter of right, to 
through the centuries. The ownership of just compensation for the · property 
property conferred. upon the owner the • · taken·. But when proper.ty is regulated 
right ·, .to clo as· he pleased with his own . or destroyed under the police power it 
prop erty sb long·· R·s he ·did not violate is for' the public welfar.e and the ow'ner 
.the . ~~e ti_:ghi; o:f . others' . · is not :entitled to any cdnipensation. 
· · As · isolated · :i:ndividuals became more There is a tremendous volume of court 
EJ.nd '· m~r~ _-rare · an.d the' cominunity of in- de'cisions dealing w_ith the police power 
tere-f;)t become ·. mor·e complex · and vital, and its ·application to the heal th, 

. th~ . cla sh of rights became more fre- morals and safety -Of the people as well 
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as to the broad ground of the pub~ic 
welfal'e. · It · was early determined ·that 
unreasonable interference with property 
rights, unmoral practices, unsavory 
odors and harsh discordant sounds were 
proper objects for the exercise of the 
police power. 

Eye Had No Stanaing 
But, strange to say, those things 

which merely offended the eye had no 
standing in court. The law regards this 
matter as one of luxury and indulgence 
rather than of necessity", and so the 
courts have clung t enac•icusly to the 
doctrine · that purely aesthetic consid~ 
erations will not justify the exercise 
of the police power. 

rhe application of this rule is il~ 
lustrated most vividly in the billboard 
cases. No matter how glaring or offen­
sive billboards might be or how l!TU.Ch 
they might interfere with the beauty of 
parks or · boulevards or scenic attrac­
tions along the highways, they could not 
be removed without some showing that 
they -were unsafe, a fire hazard, detri­
mental to · heal th, or conduci've to im­
morality or · crime. 

On s9me of those grounds the c'1urts 
in r~cent - years have been upholding 
most o.f the reasonable ordinances· and 
regulations that have come before them. 
The rule against aesthetic considera­
tion, however, is still fixed in the 
law . . _ 

Billboard Problem Unsolved 
This leaves still unsolved the prob­

lem of unsig..htly billboards, si gns, hot 
dog stands, automobile graveyards and 
other monstrosities that deface the vi--:­
cinity of our parks,lakes, scenic high­
ways and recreation grounds. 

If the · old rule persists, there is 
not much hope for legal redress. For­
tunately, . cond_i ti ons are changing . 

In a far-~eaching test case in Mass­
achusetts (General Outdoor Advertising 
Company vs. De,partment of Public Works 
(1935) 193 NE :799) the court sustained 
the re,fusal to renew the license for a 
big electric sign · overlooking Boston 
Common and the State House on ·the sole 

ground that it impaired the dignity of · 
the S~ate House and grounds. The case 
also upheld the right_ to bar billboards 
and signs from the highways and exclude 
them from scenie and historic places on 
the ground that 11 to preserve such land­
scapes from defacement promotes the : 
public welfare and is a public purpose. 
... Even if the regulation did not · rest 
upon the safety of public travel and 
t he promotion of comfort for travelers, 
we think tra.t the pr~servation of scenic 
beauty ·and places of hi,storic interest 
wculd be a support for them. Considera­
tions . of taste and fitness may be a 
proper bas.is for action in granting and 
denying permt ts for advertising de-
vic~s .11 , 

01 d Rule Broken 
This is , an historic precedent. For 

the first ' hme the old rule against . 
aesthetic considerat i ons has been open­
ly set aside. In its place appears a 
commonplace acceptance of conditions as 
they are and a recognition that beauty 
and f _i tne~s promote tlte comfort and 
puolic ·welfare as much as many other 
pbysical _facts. 

The states of Maine,Idaho and a num­
ber of others have passed 13-cts designed 
to promote and protect historic and 
scenic places from commercial_ exploi ta­
tion. This tendency of the 1aw is de­
veloping rapidly · and is clear.ing the 
way for more rational planning develop-

. ment. 
In I 0 wa, the es_tabli shment of re­

stricted residential districts in muni­
cipalities was upheld in the case of 
Des Moines vs. Manhattan Oil Company 
(193 Iowa 1096, 184 NW 823) as area­
sonable r "gulation ai1d enacted within 
the sphere of the police power for . the 
proJ:1otion of the general welfare. 

Righ~s of People Upheld 
In the recent case of Peck VS. 01 son 

Construction Compa~• .and · the Board of 
Conservation (216 Iowa 519) _the Supreme 
Court of Io':'Ta sustained the contention 
that t.he State assumes a trustee ship 
for the public on the lake and ~hat 
therefore the rights of the State are 
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paramount to the ripa rian o,i:ner I s righ_t 
of in:gres s and egress_- . 

These ;decisions ·. arid -~thers iP: th:i.s 
Sta t ·e · show : t hat t'he trend h e r e is to­
ward · the : l a r ger view and th~.t private 
individuals ahd · - comriiei'cial ·. ' int er e sts 
can . no longe r •frampi~ on . tho s e dghts 
tha t are for the publ i c · ;,elfare . . _·· . 

Ena bling . .Acts 'P i ssed . , . 

publ ic comfort a nd happine l s· is' be com­
ing widely r ecognized . ThesB char,g i rtg 
cond.~ tions have brought a.bout a cha nge 

. in -l egal- concep tion s ·· and t h e :p r 0sed __ 
"trend i ndicates a strong sympA thy 1.7i t h 
human 'bett erment and cornmunitjr p rogr es s. 
With in its p rope r sphere t he public TI'el­
f a re is and should be paramount. 

* * * * * 
Iri · r ·ecerit :y ear 's . ',i-e':ry ·sa. t'i sfa:ctory 

enabling . a cts: 'ha ve been pas.~ed by the IOWA TO .START STUDY O;F; T..ENANCY 
Towe , Leg islature· providi ng for .the e s- : Wal l a ces I Farmer a nd iowa Homestead , 
t a blishmen"t · of c·i ty pi i ii co mEli ssions , D0 $ Moine s: Wall a c e s·1 ·Fa r me r a nd . Im1a 
p a rk boards,: . ri vo:t' · front CO!"!m i~s :i.ons ; : :H,jmestea d iG gl :?. d to s e e Governor Kr a s­
t he a dop tion of zoni ng ord.in.<:1.nc Gs; r e·- ,. chel appointing a . conmi tt e e to study 
stricted r -e s:i d en:c~ •districts; ·· hou,s ing . f e m · tena ncy .and .· to r.1ake ·a report t o 
laws, :as· wel:l- cis more genere l powers to t h e next Leg isl a tu re on appropriate 
our city coundi's · and cor.u:1 issi r,ns in l egislation. Tha t -is t he only way 1,ve'll 
such riatters. ever get t h ru us eful measures in this 

In addition t_o _this_ ·we now h~we a ;f ield.Te nancy is too cor.'iplica ted a sub­
la•r1 g iving t he Sta te Co riserva tion CO.l"l- Ject for- 1~ap i d--fire i eg islo.tion a t a 
mission geri.Eral sup ervision and 9ontrol brief session. The ass embly is entitled 
of t h e p a rks, l ake s ·and strean s of the_ t o ex-_psrt help in ·ge tting t he f a cts. 
sta te vri th nu..""Je rous _sp ecific power s -~~net The cqr.m: i tt e e is head.eel by Fr ed Haw­
t h e right of acquiring l a nd for pa r k s l ey, qf Pocahontas . county, a member of 
and fish a nd gar.ie p roj ect$, · Pre sident _ Ro o sevelt's na t i onal t e na ncy 

The last Le gisla ture ':passed an act . cnn':l i tt e,e. All t he major f arm organ i za­
creating t he Iowa Stat e Pia:nniri~ Board ti on s ar e r epr e sented . The wo rk of ·the 
wn ich is also a wise prov:is;i. <:i.fr f o r fu- cor.mi i ttee will be ti ed i n n i t h t h e sta te 
ture planni ng . · It is unfci :rtunat'e that pla,nning _,boa,r d 's wo r k t h ru.· t he s ervi.c 6s 
no enabli -ng • act · has · been' p~s _Ei°ed for . of H. H. Kil, dee, d ean o.f t he college of 
ccunty .• plannLng -boards ifs' t h is:·U11i( is a g:riculture at · Ames , a rid chairr:ian of 
undoubtedly of v:ital° ·:::• :ttiti r'.}) anc~ ·1. n t he ,sta t .e planni n g bear d. ·. 
planning · the future dever?Pin etlf o.f. our. . Tenancy is ohe of t he big p r oblens 
Sta t e . f or a ny f a r m state . It is time Iowa 

· Conflicts Only· Natu ral ·'· started working ·(it · it in earnest: _ 
Mal".y other exa□ples might pe gi. v en * * * *- -- *· . ' . .. ,, t . 

but t h is bri ef ou ti i ne . sh ows • t he l egai 
· ,In Dick inson Count y . d ifficultie s t hat ·have hamper ed. ' p l an~ing 

p ro gres·s · in t h e past .' ' PJ,.ahhi ng p;rcgr i.m s·. A l a te ne,trs dispa tch fror.i :Di ck i n son 
usually 'are ' f a r sigh t!3i. and a re b,as ed . C0u nty tells . of t h e e s t abli shment of ·a 
o n a vi-sfo'li of future need s a ~ ,'77 ell .as Socia l Welfa r e Adv iso ry CoT'll"l i tt ~e · 'by 
on p r e sent ne ces s ities >" rt ' is zj.a t u r~l .t he. Dickinso n , County ·Pla nni ng Board , for 
t ha t conflicts with p ro1)ekrty owners and .· t h e ;. "purpos e · : of .b e ttering ·condit ic ns· · 
COJ"Jmercial int er e sts . sct)e tines Occur . . for Dick inso n County I s ·underprivile ged. 

The cons erva tisn of t h e cquI'.ts, h ow:- ch il dren .''Accor ding to Mr.K. B. 1~elty, 
ev er, is . somewhat o f ·a blessfng i n ~d~s-< cha_irma n of t h e pliannir\.g bocir d , . s ev en 
guise i'i.t ' p r eventing v i'siona ry and_. im-, ,C,lVl .C g roup s in t h e county_ h av·e been 
p r a cticable projects, arid_ in_ k~ep ing, invi t e d -to join r n this program, work-· 
pl a nning -: on a -sou:na:· ba sis. 'M6 1ie r .n plan- ing with- .Mrs • . Et h el McMich ael, county 
ni ng is .:needed'. -n6w a s n ev e r befor ~ '. The social worker .srrid d ra:irm·an of the do.m­
value of t h e a e·sthetic' ·in _p tomo.tj,ng the rn.itt~e on ·social welfa re . . 

. ;1\ . •. 
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Fifty-Acre , Tract).n.Ahquabi _State Park WillHoni:n: Mrs. Franc~~ W11itley 
.. ·for · Her Years· oL Service in Behalf i:>f Conserva'tion . l , , ,_ , , , , ,, , 

By , :faye B. MacMartin, . Chairman --
• J;:,iv\~ion .qf Forests<:and Parks 
·xowa ;Fed,erat;ion of ';¥omen Is 'Clubs 

The 'fowa Fed~ratio_n of -lfornen 1 s ,-,,Glµbs .-.Iowa. : Thl:ly ,contacted large land holders 
has long been . interested .in conserva- - asking· · tlierif to r :equest renters to dis­
tion. For mbre than te~ ye'ars : con,serva-, continue · cutting -tfrn'ber on their farms. 
tion committees in , the Fed.erati0n have, _ They have ,, sought more cons ~rva tion edu­
devoted their ti~'e and. resources toward cation in the public schools. They have 
educating, not only cl~b women bu.-t · ~tu- and ·are·' wo'rki:rig -for state and national 
dents and people in all .walks o:f;' Ufe forests :tn Iowa . Their efforts for con­
to a: realization · of -. the need for ,. c.dn- servation -have be~n too extended to re-
ser-v-ing our natural resource.s. · count in detail .-

Several · of Iowa's Fede-ra,tion __ le.aders Today the club women, have a defi'nite 
have received national.-------'------------ -. "i arid fangible project a-
honors and responsi bil- WOMEN.' s . IN'IEREST l foo:t to aid in the re-
i ties in recognition of forestation of Io_wa. 
the fine work they have The greatest ally ' any c6n- · After various confer-
acccrnpl ished in Iowa servation program could have ences, plans 71er~ . de­
for conservation. Mrs . is the support of the people veioped whereby_ appr.c:i-x­
Frances \Thi tley of Web- of the state , especially that imately fifty acres in 
ster City served for of such · organizations as the Warren Co--µ.nty south of 
several years as Vice low~ Federation . . :; of· Wbmen 1'. s the lodge · near the .lake 
President of the .A.merl- . Clubs. Tht? .interest this group in 1.A.hquabi _Stat_e Park 
can Forestry Associa- · has taken .· in conservation i 'ri · will ·be . ·planted vrit_h 
tion. iowa is well -_ expressed in this o:ak, elm, ash and wal-

Through · the years, ·articie, wri.t .ten by.•. a · club wo:.... nut seedlings, · the· be­
one phase of conserva- man, . Mrs. Ma cMartin, of ·Tama:: ginning of a Federation 

' · ' . ' 
tion has continuously~-~----~-- _____ ,,_, :~'orest honoring_ _Mrs. 
claimed their attention,-- the ne ed for -Wlritley · who · has ·devoted so many years 
restoring Iowa I s forest tand. of her li.fe in behaif of conservation. 

Club wome:n have realized that Iowa The Federation ··· takes · p articular Joy in 
has but one-seventh of · her origina:)_ thus honoring: Mrs. Whitley. 
ti'rnberland, according to' suryeys of .. This Federation Forest has been mide 
1832 to 1859, They p.ave become deeply possible through the· cooperetion of the 
impressed with the fact that the more Iowa State Planning · Board" and the S:ta_te 
Iowa timber has been cut; the .mo-re .d~y, Conservation Commission.The site, seed~ 
asta tidn _hes taken place, , dq;vastati i;m lings and "supervi 'sion will be . fur iii sried 
by soil erosion, _siltet~on of lakes .and by the Conservation · Commission and the 
reservoirs, loss of ground wat .er, lo·ss co st · of labor will be paid by . the_ Fed­
of natural flood control, · lo~s iof raw eration.., •'.'Ti th :- ·· the a ·ssistance in some 
materials, loss of protection for wild cases of t.he Works Progreis Ailini~ist;ra:... 
life. tion.Planting :will ;_ start November first 

The Federated 'women i's Clu~s 11,ave co-:: and contime as ·1orig as 'Weather permits. 
operated with different organiwti ons Thus• an Iowa Fed~ration of Women'~ Cluts 
through the years in their desire for Forest will be one more step taken to­
more conservation . They were numbered ward restoring in Io·rra some of the six 
among the groups making the initial re- million acres afforest land she has un­
quest for a Cons€rvation Commission in knowingly or wantonly destroyed. 
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PLANNI,NG TAKING EFF~CT ·r .N. i. prehensh~~ · long-time pro:gram _for r e s-
MISSOURI VALLEY ru:·GION ' toration now under way in the Chari ton 

.... · ·· ·, Ba s.in in .Iowa ts unique. 
By P. H. , :Elwood ,.•;. : -'~ i; :: -, ·, ,. ·· Fertile ·· -Planning Field 

Counselor, Region Six Perhaps in no other region of the 
National Resources Comrni tt.e.e · · · :. J:Jnited· State·s ··can collaborative planning 

•·:.::· ; ·, .::-:,be more .effective for the future of the 
In an effort to introduce .and develop :. natimi ·and,- :its people than in the great 

more homogeniety of plans and progra~s, Missouri Valley. Here is the h eart of 
the National Resour'ce·s . ~ '. .Coinmi'ttee· ha.s ·.,,the food. producing· ar·ea,-with other vast 
grouped t.he ·· .s.ta..tes· into.··nine regions·. natural·· :resour·ces . uhich', if properly 
Iowa. is :, in . Region Si.:xi, ·th;e -Mi.sscuri · ·c rms t rved: and :developed, ·.will help keep 
Val 1-ey • .. hegion, · . wi,th ·.s.d:x o.ther ,_states, .- the , na t ioni i .a:s . a: · '1'7ho 1 e s ta bil i zed eco- · : 
includtng ,Missouri--;· Nebraska:; -; .Kan.sa.s; . ,ncmfoally;, . and: ··keep the social trends · 
North wkota, .. South · .Pakot·a and -M-inneso- · constantly moving forward and up'.'Tard. ' • · 
ta. . ··: . .- , · ·., 1: ,': · . .-,·· Here · patterns of life ~ less firmly 

Commo,npro'\)li;:ms ., alrea,dy are develop.-•,: · esta-bl:ishe:d : and : entrenched, · w-illmake 
ing and it is hoped that cc nferences and ; , possible mor e p ron:ou:nced changes in: · 
group : :r.:ieetings .. ·. w:i.11 .h~lp-· exped:ite , the both· economic- and· soc·ial · p lanning. . The 
planning- · and development:: of ... . the -re- - people · th £.-mse1Vl"S heving · conquered the 
sources of , the ~egion. , , ~·1.ast so-called "frontier; 11 ;are eager to 

C9pious +?,ins ·· o;f '. thJs \season have scale new fr~.ntiers of better· government 
produ~eo. , boui:v\;~ou.s .- crops. thNugb,out : and · better living and c1. -·::"Tiser use of 
most .. pf ,;- the st~tes, .· •; and ; one r-id.ing all· rescurces, both physical and -human. 
through - . the g:t7~a;1; corn, · rtheat ; and oats ·, : ·· · * . * "" * ~ • 1 · · 

producing . areas · is ·-·. deeplyi .. impressed : ·OPINION IN ··. CORYOON ... '.· 
with the . bee:uty / of the golden· and·. 
green countryside. , .Corydon .. ·Tir.ies-Republfcan: Slowly the 

This Season 1 s .·.Ravages .; :•, . :plan : for . develnpm!ent· of the Chari ton 
Neverth~less; floods · tu no rthwestern River : basin is unfolding ·, -· It will have 

Minnesota. -and ·North DQkota:, ;excessive ··· I!lany angl ·es; · It -will cover a consider­
heat . and . the wheat · rust and. grasshoppers ·. able :period ·of years. ·.· It ·. ;7il1 not be 
caus.ed · heaVY losses in parts'. of : the • ;re- .. conf.ined to l'and· areas actually • drained 
gion during • the :· late sumr.1er ...... Many -of .. by- .the Charito-n -•river but • will cover all 
these 10.s1;1es probably -can be le·ssened. , • of the six counties ··co!!lprising the Char­
in the future - by- proper .·long:'- time !]!ilan- · iton River Bes in district, nanely Weyri.e; 
ning an\i . an in-t, elligent land :and water Lucas·, Clarke, Decatur, Monroe and Ap- · 
use and public ·;10rks program~. _., ,. : panoose. -Reforestaticn, dernc,~stratidrial 

Readers - of · Iowa Planning :Ne·i'T·s are areas, co·nservatic n of seil and ,7ater, 
f amiliar . with ~ the, usual projects and restocking of , wHd· life, heal th, · edu.ca­
studies · being carried on by ·nost of · the . tion, and :sever e l : other activities are 
State Plann,ing . Boards of ·: t h e Missouri cont emplat·ed. Not · t he lee st impn rtant 
Valley, Region • . However, there ,.:are .. sev- will · . be , a plan of - furnishing lime to 
eral unique . studies in vari<Dus .: stages eYery f a r r.1er . in:· thc · district e. t a riomi­
of development il'l , the se-ver al states, · nal cost. Probably · the benefits to be · 
such as . the tuberculosis . . and ins ti tu.:. · derived by the .· citizens · of the di strict 
tional studies in Nebraska; the:, County •,,ill not be· sensational in the begin­
Governmemt Surveys in Mi:ssou.ri -and· :Io1la., ning bu t as the several plans prog ress 
the Sargent County ,Planning!" proje.c.t : in · and develop we .. will find- that there 'is 
North ; Dakota, ta~at.ion · studies · .in Kan- : a great and p ermanent·• improver.1ent for · 
sas, and. the -.crop cov,er and Land i owner_. ·. the av·erage individual. 
ship studies in So'llth Dakota~, ' The; C0 !"'.l- · · ~ .:* .. * ;* * . 

"l 

r 
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AN EDITORIAL iri the · Des Maine 's Sunda.y 
Register, Septe□b~r 26, .- 19·37. · 

About a year ago Pre sident Roosevelt 
appointed a · corini tte'e · on farm tenancy 
to make a · r ap id stucty of the tenancy 
p r c blem in all section s of the country 
and to recoBmend measures ·aiming at ul-
ti6ate : solution. · .. 

That cor:i□ i ttee made a re1~ort ,' ir.ipor­
tan t for the f a ctual ma t eri a:i in it as · 
wel-1 as the recomnendations-. 

As a r esult, a federal f a rr:i tenancy 
act was pas sed', · pr·oviding ·· for a very ' 
modest because necessarily experimental 
attack on the p r oblem. As time passe s, 
this at tack will. i nevi t'ably be enlarged, 
in wa:ys based on the experience gained. 

The comnittee's re1.'o rt also pointed 
cut phases of the p r ~blem which clearly 
must be tackled not by the f ederal gov­
ernment but by states . 

.Last · February in -Des Moines the 
first annual National li'arm institute 
was held, Tii th ·,7ide _participa ti on by 
federal a genci e s, state coll ege gr nups, 
institutional · farm l and O'.'mers, ·farn 

' o r ganizations and others; and t he whole 
session · cente r ed · on the f a rr:1 t enancy 
problem~ · Unquestionably an inr;ortant 

· educational influence was exe rted and 
will continue to be exerted by that 
p i oneering conference. 

Both before and since t ha t session , 
ouch surveying of t'enancy conditi0ns in 
Iowa has been dorie by s tate college ex­
perts, county planning committe e s (not­
ably the one conducted by the Palo Alto 
f arl'!l planning co□r;-ii ttee) ! and o thers. 
The Chariton Ba sin pl anning committee, 
thrnugh one of' its subcor.i□ :i. ttees , ha$ 
arranged for a discussion ' of tenancy to 
b~ held October l. · .. 

· .A.:nd the state · Farm Bureau fe de r a t ion 
has stimulated t hought and elicited 
much interesting information in a ,,yide­
ly conducted survey that uent into every 
CC'Unty. 

~Vi th all this in the ba ckgr , ,und, Gnv­
ernor · Kraschel has no,v anncunced the 
appointment of a sta te f e rm tenc;:1ncy 
comr:i i tt ee, 'il'hi ch W:ill study the · r eport 

. ·of the president Is natinn<;t;l. cnmn i tt,ee , 
· holr.. hearings thr0u ghout the state, and 
try to evolve a constructive, practical 
and non-emotional p rogram for state a c­
ti on, po ssi,bly · ~hrough leg isl c1.tion in 
part. _ . . 
· This is a , t hor,oughly sound mo.ve_ . . · 

The com~fttee ii named i~ ~tii6tly 
and obv'iousiy nori-:par 'ti san: It inclucles 
Rqjublicans a.n:a:."beDocrats '. It : incl u .des 
f arr:i tenants · and far□ owners . It in­
clude s · represeritati ves ·of 'the · faro or­
ganizatfons a.:hd of' the p r ,incipal II com­
nodi ty gr ou j_) s 11 ·or:·: different typ es of 
f a rr:irig . The sever al sections of the 
state are · represented. Corporate f arr.i 
land owners are not ' cmi tt~d. 

And the whole se~-up. will be under 
the state plann\ng board; with Dean H. 
H. Kil dee . of _ I owa State co),lege an ex­
officio · member of the c or,17i ~tee. This, 
too, is logical and 11rcpe:t. . 

What it cone s to is . that in tackling 
t he f err:1 ·cr l and use '·part of its t ask, 
t he plenning bc,e rd will operate _ t hr ough 
t ':10 r:1ajor co ::-,rrti tt~e s, one dealing with 

• the inanima t e f a r n resources· ( ~cil con­
s ervation , etc.) 1 _t he other dea.ling with 
t he still DCire in_f,ortant human resource s 

• • ! • 

t hr cu gl\ this tenancy f';l'QUp . 

There i ,s eve r y r eason to be conf i­
dent t hat out of t h is 60::1J:1 ittee 's care­
fo.i study will flow 1r.1p0rtant values to 
the I mm of t he future : 

It's work be gins a t a · propitious time. 
· in t he more t han a year that_ will in­
t ervene , ahead · of another legisla tive 
session, sound i cl~'as · · '.7ii], have am11le 
ctn.nee to · v7fn the~ r way into popular 
a cceptance. 'rhe p rinciplef!l on which t h e 
state wili base its _program can in 't hat 
t i ine be well cla rified , and in all p rob-

. a.bil i ty . c erta in p rudent ' SJ_)E:> cific" re­
f om s grounrled on ,t h _e '·p ririciple·s p r e­
par ed for adoption. 

* * * * * 
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Iowa Planning News presents herewith 
personnel of the technical committee 
of~icially appointed by the Governor 
to work with the Chariton Basin Plan­
ning Board in conducting the demonstra­
tion prcj ect in that area. 

I0 wa. 
Prof. G. B. MacDom.ld, State Forest­

er; Department of Forestry, Iowa State 
College. 

Murl McDonald, Assistant Director, 
Agricultural Extension Service, Iowa 
State College. 

Dr. A.C.Trowbridge, State Geologist; Frank Mendell,Soil Conservation Ser-
Head of Department of Geology, State vice, Ames. 
University of Iowa, Chairman. W. a.Price, Procurement Officer, Nat-

B. W. Lodwick, State Director, Rural i cua l Park Service, Des Mcines. 
Rehabilitation, Resettlement Adminis~ Charles D.Reed,Senior Meteorologist, 
tration, Ames, Vice Chairman. U. s. Weather Bureau, Des Moines-.· 

P.H.Elwood, Counselor, National Re- J. s .. Russell, Farm Edi tor, Des Moines 
sources Committee; Head of Department Register and Tribune. 
of Landscape Archi~ecture, I 0 wa State Prof.Raine,r Schickele, _Department of 
College. Agricultural Economics, Io ·na State Col-

Prof .Rex Beresford,Animal Husbandry, lege. 
Agricultural Extension Service, I 0 wa Ralph W.Smith,Chairrnan of I0wa Agri~ 
State College. : cul tu.ral Conservation Co1:1mi ttee, Des ··· 

Prof. J.H.Bodine, Department· of Bio- Moines. 
logy, State University of Iowa. . . Prof. W.H.Stacy, Rural Socic,logist, · 

E.S.Boudinot, State Field Engineer, Agr icultural · Extension Service, I 0 wa 
Works Progress Ad.minis., Des Moines. . State College. 

Prof.J.F.Calvert,Department of Elec~ - I)r.K.W.Stouder, Department of Veter-
trical Engineering, Iowa State College . inary Medicine, Ag ricultural Extension 

R: C. Choate, State Field Engineer, Service, lo?Ta State College. 
Works Pro gress Adminis., Davenport. Prof . . C. Woody Thompson, College of 

Lester E. Clapp, Assistant St'ate Co- Coo.rnerce, State University of Imva. 
ordinator, son· Conservation _ Service, . Prof. Ray E. Wakeley, Department of 
Ames . Rural Sociology, I _owa State College . 

Prof. J.B.Davidson, Head of Depart- Prof. W. F. Watkins, Department of 
ment of Agricultural Engineering, I 0 wa Soils, Agricultural Extension Service, 
State College . Iowa State College. 

Dean F, M. Dawson, College of Engi- A.H.'ii"ie~ers, Sanitary Eni:,ineer,State 
neering , State University of l;owa. · Department of Heal th, Des M0 ines. 

Charles M. Elkinton, Department of . R. C. Williams, Director of Research, 
Agricultural Economics, I 0 wa State Col- State Department of Public Instruction, 
lege . . . De s Moines. 

Mrs. Sarah Porter Ellis, Extension 
Professor ,D(:.!partment of Honie Econor:i ics, 
Iowa State Coll ege . . . 

Prof .J .R.Fitzsimmori.s, Department of 
Landscape Architecture, Iqvm Sta,te Col~­
lege; Technical Adviser, Iowa State Con-:-
servation Co mmission . . . 

Francis Johnson, Pr esident,I owa Farm 
' :Bureau Fede.ration, Terril; · · 

R. G.· Kasel, , District E~gi11-eer, ·u:s. 
Geological Survey, State University of 

* * * * * 
Send for Bibliography 

Any persons desiring to have a list 
of th e various reports and other publi­
cations of the Iowa State Planni ng Board 
may r e ceive a copy of the bibliography 
of t h is ma tE:rial without charge by 
writing to t he Director, Iowa State 
·Planning Boarq., 314 _ West Eighth Street, 
Des Moines. 

* * * * * 
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"DOUBTERS BE CONVINCED" 

Monroe County News; .Albia: . DOu'bters 
of .the Chariton river,-valley ·,p:ro'gram 
should now be convinced that results are 
going: to · be obtained-~ Monroe county is 
included . as onei of six counties iri the ' 
long time conservation program ,announced-'. 

program materializes successfully. A 
reforestation program which dovetails 
into . : the liinfog• :program is al_so under _ 
way. -Things are··tooking up for ·southern 
Iowa; , · 

11 CONSERVATION MQVE.S :E'ORWARD11 

last week by '. Govern6r Kraschel,. A lim- Cent~rville Io,,,,egian: - Here -~n · the 
ing program will be put into effect im....i Char'i ton -r:i\i-er bas in \vhere so much pr&.­
med·ia'tely. ·,,-·,; · liminary grouncbrork has 'been t"a:id for 

Here is real·\news for :these s0utherri the '.: r ·ehabilitat'ion of the sn_il ' and hu­
Io.wa · mi'ning bounties•, o.f :which rTe a.re man resourc es •,ve' -- are gratified t o · see· 
one, w:C.ere the. soil is · poor a:nd -the r ·e- - things mov_ing so: s) eadily. First we got· 
1 ief load: ·nigh.·Civilian committees :he:ve tlre · health u'ni t · ·established: in district _ 
been working all -suin.rrt er ; on -the plaris and · cfr,untj'. - N6w comes re:forestati~n in 
for rehabi1i tati c. h ·o,f tne area'> : Macy a definite way. . And : th~ governor and . 
have scoffed: and- r.iany ·have unde:rs"tood state author~ ties hav_e giv~n official · 
little about the basic ideas of the ·: r e co·gn:i. ticn and . supp¢rt ! to . li□ ing . P_re"".' 
valley pro gram. vious to these -late developments local 

The governor's artnouncainent or·: ri~ forces had been at ,,ork putting on t er­
nancial support now perni ts the general , ·racing, liming , a:hd I deVelopiiig ·alfalfa 
program devel oped by , the · coirtn1ittee "to cultivatioo. ' Be¢/1.use ~e tried to 'help 
move forward·: Production :of fTir.Je oh a 0urselves "TTe :arti no,;; -~tttacting atten-:­
large scale which can be bc1ught 1q·,fa:rrr\2 : :•ticn. - -corrn:iittees afe beginning to qome 
ers iat cost to be paid in the· 'fom ' of a to ~Appo.nb'ose county td learn how ft 'is 
tax -lien,payable over a :period of ,years done. 

1

Sohie ·nia;y _ 'try the :.short cut and 
is the first step. A new Iowa •'law per_. -seek ·outside •a:id_ as 'their first effortJ 
mits the . boards ·of supe:rvis-6rs :· to pro- The surer wecy- is the way we did it ·here. 
duce the ·lime and sell it at cost. · La..:: First show that ,_:,;e have l ocal interc·st, 
bar will be furnished by-1,the iiP.A: or tbe local -•- leadership; ·and locai respo.Iis·~. 
farmers themselves. '\"ihen we try to do something, for our-

Estimates call for · ev ery -farm in ·the selves, otl;er~ are rnore interested i ,n 
area __ to receive an adequate treatT'.len't -_- doing sor.1.ethfng for us. 
cf lime within seven ·.o'r eight years-. * * * * * .. ·. 
Anyone can envisag e . the result's · a.rid 
benefits of such -a program. Retail 1rade Area Reports 

These . -countie•s .-are natural ,.'dairy The ' -Ioi.'la State Planning; B·o0ra_ hai ·a _ 
counties. · .With,_ the soil enriched and : supply of copies of three of' a se ries 
pasture land restored real □c-ney is a of reports dealing with r etail tradizjg 
possibility for ·farmers . in the area. areas::- in Io·;va, piJ.qlis:he:a.<as th°e r e·su'J:t 
The United States ; rieeds more dairy of -a. survey coridtrcte·d: iii.11.935. Thero , 
products . . A national farm r:iagazine in a were seven such reports issued, .·o:ut on.:. 
recent ~ssue suggested a :subsidized pro- ly the following three: a:re stni· a:va:ii~ _ 
gram t6 secure adeq_uate rnilk -and butter' able for distribi:itic,ri: -' :•ci) '·for Henry, · 
for . ·every child irt t h e -country· up ·td 16 Des Moines and Le-e Counti e s;· (2) : for 
years o-ld. -- ,i i th -six couritfes turned i'n- ' Cedar ,Louisa, Scott e.:nd Muscat'ine bou.n­
to ·da:iry ·counties a crj nden'sed milk cnrri'- 'tie s·; (3) for Buchanan, Deia:.i·ia.r~ . B~n"".' 
pany might be induce-cl to instaJl •a · plant ten and Linn Counties. The -'price i's 25¢ 
in the area. - . :p 1-= r copy.·: -'i"1hen ordering , please address 

Dairy or beef cattle~ 'A real beef t he Diredor,fo'.'7a: -S'ta:te Planning Boaid, · 
cattle range is in t h e offing if the 314 ~est Eighth Street, Des Moines. 

.., 



October 193 7 Iowa 'Planni ng" News Page 15 

STATE HOUSING CONFERENCE 
IN DES MOINES, OCT.19 

; ! . f ' ., •, _, : : • • ; . • I ; . . 

. A _st~t~ co:nferenc~ on better housing: 
spo_nsored . by .. t·he ·. · Iowa Hou.si•ng Le.ague · 
wa·s ... to be held in· ·Des Moine.s, October 
19 '. (It ~-as not ·· p ossibie ·for · Iowa-Plan- · 
nirig News t ·o arra.n·ge •· for -. a r epo·rt; of 
this me eting · in · time for the October 
issu.~; ) · ·· . · · ·, ·_ ·· · ·' · · · · · > ·. 

_ . Tlie conf·erence': program was to pay 
siiecial attention to · the foliowing dis;_ 
cussi'on ' topics:. · . r. 

)'urposes and adv'antages of·· the U~S : 
Housing ' (Wagner..:.sieagall) Act. : . 

__ · Imii_or'tance :of ~tate ho1;1_sing i'egisla-
tion. · · · · · · ·· · · . • . .. ·. · 

. . State and: _federar:·agencies which c-an 
ce>opera·f~ · _with ·municipal housing· com- : 
mi ttees arid commissions in: Iowa · in the 
const'Dl,ct,icn of ,liou.sipg proj eCts. · 

. Ho'\isi_ng _ survey,s · previously made in 
Iowi;i., showing the n~ed: for · better· hou.s-

• < ~ • ~.,.., • • ' • ' • 

l~g~ ' ·: . . . . ·. " . 
Wa-:rs ·and _ means qf obtaining bet·t:er 

u i°ban and rural housthg for limited in..: 
come group·s ·; 

List ,of . Speakers 
Spea~ers were to include Iowa Repre­

sentatives i l} · Ccmgr e ss; -former State 
Sena tor Garrett E. Roelofs, spea king on 
"Hous:i,ng and Social S~curity; 11 Dean ·Al­
fred J .Pea rson, College of Libera l Arts:, 
Drake , University; Lela ~d .LMcBr6 om; ' De·s 
Mo i nes - archit ect; ' Mrs.;Be rt McKee, Bes 
Moi nes; Mayor Joe .A.nen, Des Moi'nes;Dr. 
Rob ert E. O'Brian, Secre tary of ; .state·, 
speakiri:g on 11 The Ne·cesr:i'ity for , State 
Le gislation on Housi.ng , 11 ·, ana Prof .P'.H. 
E',l.wo od, Ame:s, · Counselor, National Re:­
sour.c e s Comrriitte··e, speaking· ori '.1 11s ·crime 
ci f Omisst·on Greater · 'than the Sin of 
Commissi~·nf 11 ·• 

: ·· Mrs ·. \ ~harles E. ' Palr.1er; .. :5foux City, 
. Chiirihan of t h e 'row~ Hou si ng .L eague,was 
i to pr~sicie. R.H~Matson ; Director •of the 
'• Ioy;a 'S t a te Planni n g · Board; was -to- -serve 
·. as: 'iuriche-611 ·chairman. 

P.ALO .ALTO PLANNING 
WORK PRO GRESSES . . . . - •-·. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This brief .ctcco~pt , of 
the· wey ;in which thing s are _ :being done 
in Palo Al to ·; County · could well be read · 
by · the ..• citizens of everJ qt4er co,unty 
in I 0w.a:. ·· This r~port was published in : 
the newspapers of ... Jiliu!]etsburg fo)..i'owing , 
a regular county planning me e ~i_ng. · .· _ 

At the October meeting of the Palo 
.Al to Cou·nty Pian:µing Co:uncil, . ,· he],.d in 
the Emmets:t>wg library auditod.um, Oct, 
11; ·a speciaJ committee was appointed 
t o make a .. s-tudy . of,. t~e condltio11s , l;l-1.Qng_ 
the • Des Mo-ipe s r _iver in thi·s county 
caused . by , the drainage ditch . chan,nel. 
The adjoining- land h a s . been d~nu.ded of 
timb er and much_ of it bas- been rendered. 
unproduc_tive· . . Er~ sio~ a~d ,v:asting away 
o:f the. t op .so H - has .i ,ncreased. The com-.. 
mi ttee is. to stwiy the:SE/ condt tio n,s and 
make ·. a .pnltl.mina-ry .• report : work,i ng to­
ward. · a surv·ey :of th~-.area by th,e State 
Pla nning Bo:al'.d .as .. . a ba si$ for ·a long 
time proj e,ct • to _. ,r eclaim the . 1fr.ea and 
dimi-ni sh the .waste.. . .. ., . . _ 
· The . Planning Council d ecided cJ,t · the 

mEfoting ·to inv.ite sugg~stio,ns 'and .ideas 
for ; improvement · of county conditions 
from.. ; the :pUbJ,.ic generally • . The Counpil 
wn1 ·-. receive, wri tt€n suggestions ci r 
pr oposals : from :a nyo~e int e,r este d, . . and 
ev.eryt.hi·ng submitted will be given c~:re --, 
ful. ·.c onsid:!;.l ration·. Address: y ;mr comini;in.:. 
•i:cations to . Mi.s s; FJ .. o~~nc e Wells, se cre.;. 
t.ary . of· th El Coun:cil . · · ' 

It i s r ecognized ,tha t , there a re many 
.t h ing-s; · Mi,a.t need at.tention._ :. Eve ry_thing 
cannot· ;be :corrected, b~1t by plannil1g .fo.r 
.the f -citure much ;can be accompl,i sned. The 
· Cou:ncil :at ·,this meet;ing als.o. discussed 
the ·public •a.cq_uis~ ,~i.on :of the . s11,or$ i;; on 

- the -· lake.s iri • thi s c0unty a s. a :p.e c_e·ssa ry 
part of -a comprehensiv e :.co n~·e rv~t } on 

.. ,pro gram . . .: Go_nsid,e r a ble . pro gr ess W./3- S. r _e-
.. ported in ;ti;l,i-P r e spect.. . .. .. : · • 

***** •· . . 
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11 FOREST LANDS IN IOWA 11 CF.ARITON BASIN HEALTH 
PROGRAM TAKING EFFECT 

Boone News-Republican: It comes as 
a surprise to · most Iowans to be told 
that 100 years ago their state had some 
fi ye mill ion acres of woodland. We a.re 
accustomed to thinking of Iowa as a 
prairie state which in the days before 
the ,,,hi te man · came wa s covered \Vi th the 
long ,waving pra.iri~ grass . But Iowa had· 

.. ~ ts timber , too. The inroads of civili­
zation have · :r: educed the original amcunt 
by fift.y per · cent. : 

Recently it has been forced 9n public 
attention that trees and forests are a 
ve ry important facto-r in the ·proper and 
wise ma nagement· of· land and wat er. Our 
fo r ef a thers ·knew . -that, : because while 
using free-ly · the ooti.ve timber , they 
pl anted groves and shelter belts a round 
the ir homes. Too .often, however,the de­
sire t o cultivate all the land pbssible 
r e sulted in clearing land which should 
be tte r have been left timbered. • 

Chariton Ba sin Counties are reaping 
immediate . and positive benefits from 
the health program i naugurated th ere as 
a part of the Chari ton ~a.sin Der.10nstra­
'tion ?roj ect,according to ne·,vs r eports. 

Heal th officials are engaged in de­
tErnining the sources of tYPhoid and 
poliomyelitis, r ecently discov ered. 

Fiv·1:, · of ·· the six Ba.sin counties have 
added local funds to those provided by 
state and federal source s . through the 
State Department of Health, ana·· have 
three full time workers establishing 
a g ener al public health pro gram in t he 
area, in addition to county nurses in 
each of the five cooperating counties. 
The area VTo·rkers are Dr.R.J. Condon, Su~ 
p erint endent; C.E.Richey, Sanitary En­
gineer, , and Miss Alyc e Rooney, Nurse. 

As a · r ;;; sul t of the area program, ex­
p ert assistance was immediately avail­
able wh en the above c ontagions appeared. 
Drinking wa_t e r and other sources are 
being investigated and steps taken to 
prevent sp rea d of the diseases fr om the 
few cases already reported . 

*•*** 

It is now apparent that many acre-s 
· thus· cl eared are not suitable for farr;;·­
. ing-:· The t o-p . soil is gone, big gullies 
have formed, the streams have become 

. silted.Forests are of a value in check­
· ing erosicn; in helping maintain a bio~ 
l ogical .balance f o r successful a gricul~ 

11 THI NGS ARE HA ~PENING 11 
ture by .harboring, f or example, birds 
and ahimals which aidinkeeping insects · ·Mopr oe C~:mnty News, Albia: It may 
u nde r control; -~ for u 9e as wood a nd for savor of 11 ! tol d y ou so-ing , 11 but ·ne 
their effec-t. on -cons;0 rving the water. · cen• ·t r efrain fr 0T!l pointing out that 
They -are. also of vaiu.e for r ecreational t he Cher iton river ba sin progr am . is be­
purposes·,as a haven . fo.r d esirable wild.. ginning t o mean quit e a go0d deal h ere 
lif e , as na tural _],a bora.t ories for sci en- in Monroe county. 
tific · study a nd as an el ement of beauty · Right now we hav e a ·public h ealth 
in t h e Iowa l andscap e. nursi ng program in full swing, tree 

The : state ha s p ropo i;; ed a pr·ograr.1 for ' planting and liming progr 61'1s ready t o 
both natimal · and state forests in suit- start and a survey compl e ted showi ng 
able lo·cations. It -has r ec~ntly acquired·· liming and res eeding needs of all six 
some 12 , 000 acr~s of .state for est land counties in the next eight yea rs. 
situated in diffe :r;ent general loca t :i:o ns The six-county unit is going to as­
in southern, sou thea stern , and north- sume a place of increasi ng ·i mportance 
ea st ern Io77a. Th-is - l a nd represents a in state affairs in coming years . Most 
sta rt i n what . it ;L s anticipated will be of us have .be en slow to tumble to what 
a grea ter .program- of · forestry develop- is going on, but ·ne are in t he mid st of 
ment and t he conserving of natural re... an exp eriment that will be watched with 
sources. inter e st t hrcU;~hout the United State s. 

• * * * * 

.. 
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I0\-~1A SOIL 
CL,ASSIFIED BY THE N?\TIONf\L RE SOURCES COMMITTEE 

GR/\DE =~~== 11\CREAGE (TOTAL - 35,633,920) 
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GO OD 2 fZ'.7:7::Z:T:?Pff:fa '::: ::·:,:::::::::::::/:\:'7%777:7 

FA !R 3 [iff:7.) l, J 92,b80 

PO OR 4 !BIN 1,0 07,416 
ESS ( l'i T I .A,i LY 

IN C APA B L E 5 ffi 3 44,55 6 
OF flLLAGE 

. 25,933 ,i 10 'i".t 
0,906,15 3 

* I OWA HA S ON[-F'OURTH OF THE GRADE ] 
AGRiCULTURAL LANO IN THE UNITED STATES 
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