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Iowa I s Agricultural Weal th on Parade; Future Prosperity 
Dependent upon Preserv2.tion of Resources 

August 1937 

The Iowa State Fair has been termed oefore the eyes of the world the finest 
the greatest agricultural exposition on his planning and his work have produced. 
earth : It certainly is one of the larg- In this achievement, the Iowa farmer 
est and finest of all tbe agricultural has had the assistance and guidance of 
fairs in the . · world 1 s I agencies which he him 

PLANNING BOARD EXHIBIT · , -greatest 11bread basket, 11 I self has fostered and 
the middle-weste rn Unit- The Iowa State Ple.nning qupport ed, the Iowa State 
ed States . Board will present an exhibit College, the Iowa Farm 

Rightfully shouldthe of its work in the Varied In- :Bureau, the Iowa 4-H 
I owa State Fair hold dustries Building at the State Club program, the Iowa 
this distinctive posi- Fair. State Fai r and many 
ti on . Iowa boasts of 25 A seri e s of panels will pre- another program. 
per cent of . a_ll the sent graphically some of the Occupying one of 
Grad~ 11 A11 soil in the research and planning activi- these auxiliary po si
Uni ted · States, or 25,- ties of the Board, such as its tions in recent years 
000 ,000 · acres of the urban traffic studies, recrca- is the lo'na State Plan
best agricultural land tion ,planning, base map da ta, ning Boa.rd. It is not an 
known to man. agricultural data, highway ac- agency attempting to 

The Iowa State Fair cident analysis, public heal th teach the farmer better 
well represents Iowa's resources study, . high school farming, nor one which 
wealth on parade, the accessibility study, retail is trying to make every 
title given to the i~- trade area studies, we ter re- farm a paradise. 
spiring cartoon drawn sources fitudies, etc. The contribution of 
for _the Fair by·· J. N. Sharing space with the St a te Sta te Planning to Iowa I s 
11 Ding11 Darling· · ( repro- Planning Board will be the Iowa agriculture is in the 
duced on anoth er page Housing League ' s exhibit, show- field of preservation-
in this issue of Iowa ing a model government-financ- the establishment of 
Planning News) . ! ed low-r ent housing proj ect . prog rams which will aid 

For a century, the ,__ _________________ , thi3 farmer to preserve 

Iowa farmer has been planning and im- the fertile acres h:e now tills, to main
proving his methods and his products to tain the level of agricultural prosper
reach the eminent po s ition he now holds. ity which h e worked for and won in for-

The Iowa St a te Fair is the exhibition mer yeers, to continue to enjoy the so
ground where the Iowa f armer holds up cia l and sp iritual advantages he has 
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* * * * * 
11 Selling 11 P l A.nning 

Augus t 1937 

"The re is no such t h i ne as a contin
uing , popula r int \3r es t in anything so 
i mpers onal a..~d · i deali s tic as t he gen
e r a l i :nprovenent of the co□m:u,."li ty, 11 ac
cording to an easter n p lanning publici
ty advis e r. He believes planning must 
be 11 sold11 on it s s e lfish personal mer
its, direct benofi ts to the indi viclual 
citi ze n and t axpaye r t hrough i nproved 
surroundings and lower t axes . 
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D;-\Y 
Every Day 

(Aug. 27 to Sept. 3) 
Livestock Exhibition 
Iowa Corn and Small Grain Show 
Orchard and Garden Produce Show 
Apiary Exhibit 
4-H Club Congress Exhibits and Events 
Farm Bureau Proj ect Exhibits 
Flower Show 
State Creamery But ter Contest 
Baby Health Contest 
State Women's Exposition 
Farm· E~uipment Show 
Indus trial Expos i tion 
Home E~ui~ment Show 
Mi d-sea son ·Motor Show 
Firs t Annual Mi d-west Trailer Show 
Iowa Publ ic Schools Exposition 
St a te Conserva t i on Exhibit 
St a te Art Show 
Sec<?Jnd Annual State Fa ir Photogr aphi c 

Exhibit 
Annual Farm Wom en's Hobby Exhibit 

\ 

Soil Conservation and Erosion Control 
Exhibits 

Other Governmental EY.hibits 
Iowa Boys Model Airplane Building Con-' 

t est 
(Daily Ent ertainment Fea tures Li s ted i n 

Day-by-Day Cal endar) 
Wed.nosda,.y I A~.J5. 

Prepara tion Day 
· Thursday, Aug . 26 

Prepara tion D~r 
4-H Livestock and Crop s Champio nship 

Judgi ng Cont est 
F T:i:~.f'Y, Auf!. , 27 

Official 0Dening of :ii'ai r 
Childr en 's Day and Public School Day-

(All children under 16 y ears of age 
a dmitt ed fr ee) 

Chi:l. rl.ren 1 s Pa:c t.;y- -- 9:30 A.M. 
Old Fi dJl er s Contest 
4--E. Livest ock Judgi ng . 
Na t i onal Cir cuit Auto Races--Afternoon 
Rodeo -- Evening 
Circus -- Aft ernoon and Eveni ng 
Fes tival 'of .Light -- Ni ght Fireworks 

-r I Jr rt r '\ J r; rr J'-

Saturday, Aug . 28 
World War Veterans D~--Veterans admit

ted free 
Old Fiddler-s Conte st 
Mid-west National Hors eshoe Pitching 

Contest 
l+-H Livestock Judging--Baby beeves 
Ci rcus -- Aft ernoon and 'Evening 
National Circuit Auto Races--Af t ernoon 
Bodeo -- Evening 
Festival of Light -- Night Fireworks 

Sunda.y, Aug. 28 
Safety and Thrill DD.y--f;pccial Fco.turos 
Music Day -- Band Concerts 
Garden Clubs Day- - Special Displays 
Mid-west Na.tional Horseshoe Pitching 

Cont est 
Horse Show -- Aft ernoon 
Circus -- Aft ernoon nnd Evening 
Rodeo -- Ev eni ng 
Festival of Light -- Night Fireworks 

N.onday,_Aug. 30 
Farm Bureau Dey 
Livestock Day -- Judging begins in all 

open classes 
Mid-west National Horsesho e Pitching 

Cont est 
$10,000 Harness Rac e Classic and Rodeo 
Hors e Show -- Evening 
Circus -- Aft er noon a.nd Evening 
Par a a.e of St ar s -- :Evening 
FestivaJ. of Light -- Nigh t Fireworks 

Tu•::l sday_,_ A~ _._}l 
Civil Wcr and Spanish War Veterans Day 

Vet er ans admit ted fr ee 
Live st cck Judging cont inues 
Mid-vrest Netional Horsesho e Pitching 

Cont es t 
Hors e Show -'.'" Evening 
Harness Rac es and Rodeo -- Aft er noon 
Circus -- ;Aft ernoon and Evening 
Pararre_ of St ars -- Evening 
Festival of Ligh t - - Ni ght Fi reworks 

Wednesday , Sept. 1 
Sta te Day _,:_ S,t a t e Official s Guests of 

Fa ir , ... 
4-H Qlub Day~-Memb er s who hav e comple

ted record work admitt ed free 
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Scandinavian Day 
Lives tock Judg ing continues 
Team Pulling Contest 
Harness Races and Ro d~o - Afternoon 
Circus - Afternoon and Evening 
Horse Show - Evening 

J. IS PLANNING ECO NOMI CAL? 

"Planning seems to consist of fi ,id
ing more ways of spending more tax mon
ey. 1! -- from editoria·l paragraph in the 
Marshalltown Times-Republican. 

Parade of Stars - Evening 
Festival of Light ~ . Night Fireworks 

Thursday; S.ept. 2 
Industrial and Manufacturers Day 
Livestock Judging cont inue_s 

Below are listed a few results of 
the lack of planning back · in those 

:· · ncruel horse apd buggy days" as the .ed
itor referred to it fa;rther on in his 
paragraph: 

T-ea.m Pulling Coptest . 
Harness Races and Rodeo ·_ Afterno on 
Circus - Afternoon and Evening 
Horse Show - Evening · 
Parade of Stars - Evening 
Festival of Light - Night Fireworks 

Friday, Sept. 3 
Grand Finale Day 
Baby Beef and 4-H Pig Sate Day 

' . 

Baby Party - .Announcing winners of Baby 
Health Contest · · 

Nati onal Circuit Auto Rµces - Afternoon 
Cir~us - Afternoon 
Fair Closes at 4 p.m. 

* * * * * 

~--·E_D_I_T_o_R_, _r_A_· 1 _ _ ] 

One of the first func~ions of plan
ning is • to protect t he pub l ic welfare 
against private int er est which seeks 
special priv·ilege for its own .. purpose 
without · regard for the comm.on go,od, or 
t he s oundness of its proposals i n the 
l ong range view. 

Such private i nt er est,sometimes con
cealed behi nd R cloak of pretended pub
lic service, stops virtually at nothing 
to gain its ends. 

The planning · agency, comprised of 
public-sp irited , i nt elligent citiz9ns 
of t he coomu.ri ity or state, studies the 
pr opo sals of pr omoters . for their real 

. value , without r egard for pe rsonal or 
spec ial interest. I t app roves what is 
cons idered in the best inter est of the 
public welfare, disapproves that which 
is inimical to the common good. 

The vitality of t he p lan..riing agency 
meets its gravest t est when in combat 
on a questi on of spec i al privilege . 

* * * * * 

30 billion tons of good I6wa 
soil lyj_ng . at the mouth of the 
Mississippi Riv~r in the Gulf of 
Mexico, or in the bottoms of Iowa 
lakes. 

A large majority of Iowa towns 
and ci ti"es caught w.i½hout plans 
when emer gency work programs sud
denly provided t he me.ans for -mak
ing plans effective. Ames and Des 
Moi nes are t Y9ical e~arnples of 
cities which .di\i have _plans and 
made u se of them a t that time. 

Many citi'es spreading out i ·nto 
new areas takinr:s on · ·new r esiden
tia l burde!ls o_f utility services, 
street i mp.rovoinents, fire and po
lice p rotection , when other suit-

· able areas ins ide t he corporate 
limits remain undeveloped, usual- . 
ly because real estate promoters 

,are anxious to sell cheap lots. 
Many cities fighting agai nst 

·, the spread of sl1,llll areas, which 
are a d.irect r e·sul t of t he l a ck 
of p lanning for adequate mqderate 
cost housing . Slums cost money·: 
t hey bring in a n inirou.m of income 
fro m either r ent s or taxes ; t hey 
pr esent t he g_r eatest cost pro b
lems in fire, police and health 
prot ection . 

·· Many citie s fi nding gasoline. 
filling stations, neighborhood 
gr oceries , shack lunch stands and 
othe~ ent erpri ses ·occupying choice 
spot s i n residential districts 
because of t he l ack of planning 
and zoning . 

Many cities with i nadequate 
. provision f or s t r eet extensions, 

boulevards or ot her means of cop
( Cont1 d on Page 12) 
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Jfl 
By F. F. Clark and E. F. Graff 

Distrtct Extension Agents, Iowa State College 

(Mr.Clark and Mr.Graff discussed. 
this subject in addresses .given 
by them at the Gull Point State 
Park and Mason City Planning Con
ferences in June. This article 
was prepared for Iowa Planni ng 
News as a report · of their talks.) 

It is a significant thing that people 
in this country are talking about plan
ning. It indicat.es that we are r(;aching 
a certain stage ~f maturity as a 
nation when we give so much time 
and attention to planning the many 
public activities that touch . our 
daily . lives. The program of the 
Iowa State Planning ]oRrd and var
•ious other organizations associat
ed with it is br~ad and comprehen
s:i..ve. 

No doubt many of us will not I 
live to see the results of the work 
of various planning groups. We are 
all ~ptimistic and public-spirited 
enough to believe that it is our 
duty as citizens, however, to give I 
thought and attention to planning 
for the future, so that those who 
will occupy our places here will 
be bett er off as a r esult of our 
aetivities. 

:· !gri~ulture is spending consid
erable time in planning for the 
future. No one in Iowa should sey 
that he is not interested in agri
culture. We are all fundamentally 
dependent upon the welfare of the 

the land resources has suffered some 
erosion. We are apt to think that ero
sion is not a thing to worry about in 
many: sections of Iowa. 

But , . each spring we see eviden·ce of 
a large amount of sheet erosion in the 
more level sections of the state, as 
well as serious erosion in the more 
rolling sections resulting in gullies, 
which is the advanced stage of erosion • 

. There · are about 80 million acres of 

30 BILLION TONS OF SOIL 
LOST FF.OM .IOWA LAND 

.- ·· B" TO P 
S OIL 

agricultural industry. We can plan Shaded !:¼,rea represent.s portion of top soil 
our roads, our recreational areas, (to depth of 8 inches) lo s t by erosion. 

· and all those things which tend to 
improve our surroundings. However, 13% 
we must give attention to planning 33% 
for agriculture because it is on 14% 
agri~e that the welfare of all 31% 
other planning depends. 9% 

Why is it necessary for agricul

of Iowa land has lost none 
has lo st from l to 25% of 

II II II 25 to 50% II 

II II II 50 to 75% . II 
11 11 all its t op soil 

top soil 
11 ti 

11 11 

', ture to be inte ... 3sted ,in plan~ing I (Figures· from Soil Conservation Service 
at the P'resent time? In . the United I erosion survey) 
State.a as a whole, 64 p€; r cent of l _ _ ____________________ _i 
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land in the United States where s hee t up of federa l and state activitie s a
erosion causes severe losses to · farmers. long this line in recent years. 
Around 250 million acres a re subj e ct to What is , being done by the Federal 
wind erosion. We have .been painfully · Government? The U.S.Departme nt of Agri
c onsci ous of wind e rosion. during the· culture and the various Land Grant col
past few years. Some 258 million acres leges for y.ea.rs have given attention. to 
in the country have been. ~;s_sentially de- the. efficient management of soil. Vir
stroyed on acc ount of. t_he'· ravages of tually all of the research i~format_ion 
erosion. This in~ludes area s ta.ken up that is now being used in other p ro
by canyons, etc. that are no.t ·fitted for grams has come from . the work of .these 
crop p roduction. institutions .The Bureau of S_oils of the 

· I 0 w-a ·Loses 30 Bil.lion Tons U.S.D.A.and i_ts branches have be en con-
It · has been estimated that since Iowa ducting research work to dete rmi ~e . the 

w;:i.s settled, the r e bas be~n a loss of 30 exte;i.t of o~ soil resource s and -what 
billion tons of soil through erosion:· the trend is. The Extension Services of 
It take s Nature from 400 to 1,000 .years t he Land Grant colleg-es r.iave endeavored 
to. build one i nch of top soil. On the to r:Ja1<:e people c ons'C:ious of the nee d 
averag e·, 150 tons of to.p soil are re- for con s e rving soil fertility. 
quired to cover one acre a depth of one · Fa rmers Handicapped . 
inch. Th is demonstrat e s that_ ·we do have A numbe r . of farmers have be en con-
a soils p r oblem a s a r e sult of t he mis- ducting t L1 sts on t hei r f a rms, a nd Wl

use of ou r soil r e sources. Th:i.s loss of dertak:i x;ig -those r e commended pra ctices 
soil me~ns that I 0 wa has been robbed which conserve the soil and make it 

. to p,uild up the delta of- the Missis- p roductive for f ar ming operations. How-
sipp i River in the Gulf of Mex ico. ever, many f a r mers have not been able to 

.A. survey c onducted by the State Con- follow 'an a.d~_quat e p rog ram · o f soil UJan ... . 
s~rvation Commission a nd t he Iowa State agemen t on t heir· farms. The ground work 
Planning Board of 18 of the 30 Iowa laid by the U.S.Departme~t of Agricui.;
lakes r e comme-nded for dredging , shows ture and i _ts as-sociated organi'zations 
that 68".2% of · the space above the orig- in _the past has been valuable. · .. 
inal blue clay or base lin e of thes.!3 One o f the moveme nts wh i ch · came out 
lakes is now occup ied by.silt. Clear of the recent depre ssion wa s the estab
Lil.ke in Cerro Gordo CoW1ty wa s once -32 lishme pt of t he Nat i•onal Resources Com
feet deep. It is now less than 20 fe.et ;" mittee , in cooperation wit'h whi ch most 
showing · a deposit of 12 f e et o f silt. · of the State Pla nning Boards have been 
Storm Lake, in Buena Vista County, the conducting· t heir work. Thi!, committ,e.~. 
o-rig i nal maximum depth of which · wa s 22 has been calling atte ntion to t he wast-
feet, is now 8½ fe e t deep. i ng of our natural . r es ources~ and has 

· Go ne to Gulf of Mexico brought out a program ca lling for .the 
Duri ng one 24-hour period of high retirement of certa i n l a nd a rea s,chang

wate r this pas t spring , 1, 74o,OOO ton s i ng them i n to othe r uses than general 
of so il passed by the City of Ottumwa farmi ng . 
in t he Des Moine s Rive r. According to 
engi nee ring esti~at es , t his amount of 
s oi l would be ·sufficient .to cover ll,6oO 
acres of land with t op soil to a d ep th 
of one i nch ~ 

Th e s ocial a nd e conomic cons e quences 
of an i na dequa te p rog ram of s oil con
s e rvation , or no program a t all, woul d 
be disastrous. The sit~ati on p e rtain i ng 
to t he soil r esou rce s of t he Unit ed 
St a t e s cannot continue • . Realization of 
t h i s f act has brought about a speed i ng 

Work of Resettlement 
Anbther orga nization r e c ently ~stab-:- .-

lishe d i s t he Resettlement Admi n il?tra~.;. • · · 
ti on . One of t he main d i visi ons · o·f that 
agency is primarily inte r e sted _:i.ri 't h ~ 
purchase of submar g'inal l and a reas. _We 
gave pe.ople 1i v ing · on areas which 
s hould not be used for farmi ng . We ~ust 
cons i der t he f uture of t ho s e peop l e in 
a ny submarg i nal l and · purchase progr am 
which mqy be carri ed out. The Res ettle-
ment Ad.m i nistrati on has t he re sponsi-
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bility for talcing care of families in
volved in submarginal land purchase 
projects and the development of those 
lands into other uses. 

Still another organization of recent 
origin is the Soil Conservatio~ Service 
of the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 
This agency is working in many sectio:n.s· 
of Iowa doing demonstration work on the 
co ntrol and prevention of soil erosion 
in co operation with the f a rmers in the 
areas in which they are opera.ting. 

AAA Seeks Stable Farm Income 
An organization which has loomed 

large i n the soil conservation program 
is the .Agricultural Adjustment Adminis
trat t on. The pi:-ogram of thi$ agency at 
first wa s prim-~rily that of bringing 
about a readjus t men t in the production 
of basic. agriculi.;.1.r a l products in order 
to st·abil ize x'ar:-:i j:r.come. During the 
pas t two year s , a t tention cas been pri
marily in t he direction of getting more 
of t ,he cultivated c r op land of t he coun
try into e rass crops i n order to bring 
ab out a better land use pro6r am and to 
st'ab i lize f arm i ncome i n that manner . 

One of the significa nt ·l;hi r1t;;s which 
has come from the work of t he Agricul
tural Adjus t ment Adminis tration has been 
the establishment of c_ounty ~'16ricul tur-;
al planni ng committ~,es .These comrr. i ttees 
were set up by the Ext ension Ser vi ce in 
every Iowa county i n 1935. They consis t 
of prominent f ar mers i n each township. 
The ir purpose i s to s t udy t he agricul
t ur a l re sources of t heir counties and 
by using t he best infor mat ion available 
make • recommendati on s for the rend just-. 
ment of agricultural production which 
will not only put f arming on a profit
able basis but also will r esult in soil 
cons er vation. 

Work of County Committees 
The county agricultural pl anning com

mittees have been studying t he l and re
sourc es of t heir counties. The report 
of t heir activities for 19 36 is con
t ained in a published bulletin of the 
Iowa State College Extension Se rv i ce. 
This report shows a .composite pict ure 
according to the various farm areas of 
the state of the com~arison of t he num-

ber of soil depleting crops as compared 
with the number of acres of land in 
grass crops. A shift in the acreage of 
cultivated crops in any county natural
ly will have some influence on the live 

· sto.ck prdduction of that county. 
~he county- committees make def i nite 

recommendations regardj_ng the percent
age of acres of various soil types which 
should be devoted to different land 
uses -, . and a im· to report quite definite
ly t .he influence that such a land use 
program would have on livestock produc
tion. Ea.ch · committee made a study of 
.some. particular problem, . such as farm 
tenancy, and presented the results of 
their deliberations. 

Typical of a Democracy 
It is a significant thing that a 

group of farm . leaders should get to
gether and discuss problems aff ecting 
the welf are of t hei r i ndustry. 

It is s t fr!ula.ti.ng to those who take 
part in t he di scus s ion, and from it 
come val uable contributi ons to the sol~ · 

·ution of t hos e agricultural problems in 
which all I 0 wans 5..:-e i nt er ested. 

The cou nt y a,&ricultuml planning com
mittee r epo1·ts are being used by the 
Agricultural: Adjus tment Administration 
this year i~ pl anning t he conservation 
prog r am for 1938. · Re cently, when the 
various county agricultural conserva
tion committees got together to make 
r ecor:im endati ,)ns f or the 1938 program, 
they called i nto t he ir meetings members 
of t he county agri cultural plaru1i ng cora
mi ttee s and obtained from them va luable 
infor mat io n . 

Tama County's Program 
I n Tama County, the work of the .Ag

ricultural Conservr.tion progr am under 
the AAA is based upon r ecor:llllendations 
of t he county agricultural planning 
committee . 

It is our hope t hat the people of 
the state who are no t pri~arily engaged 
in agriculture will underst and t ho:rough
ly wha t is being att empted in t hese var
ious programs pert a in i ng t o conserva
tion of the soil.There should be a com
munity interest and understanding of 

(Con 1 d on Page 10) 
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Nation's te'aq.ers_ Facing Problems of the Masses Sympathe tically 
and Pla,nning for Con_servation of Human Re sourc°E:ls 

. By The Right Reverend Monsignor J. M. Wol.fe ·. 
Chairma,;n; Dubuque City Planning & Zcinihg Gommissi.o.n 

Supe rintendent of Parochial Schools, Archdiocese: :of Dubuque 
' •• 1 , ,i 

(Fat he; · Wolfe ,' in addres_s irig the 'rhe1 idea of .. freedom i s more an in-
Northeast Iowa , ConfE:l r Emce on Planning stinctive activity i n this . concept, i n 
a t Ma son City, June 25, on the subject which an -activity is right because the 
of City Planning in Dubuque , ·· dwelt' at agent wants to do it. It is .a p roce s s 
consid.erable l ength on the general s'oc'- in: ·which everyone i s for himself and 
iplogi.cal implication s of plannir',e . ·The the devil · takes the hir:.d.mo s t. 
following article, .. :l:1a sed 011 his r en1arks iri the more r e cent decades, a nd es
at M_ason, City, · was p r eparoci by him for pecially since t he e conomy of p lenty 
Iowa Pla nning News . .it the ·-· --· ·---- -- ···- .:=.:=--=.:i · ha s supp lanted the econo-
request -of the ,Edi t or ~) .. '.. . HlJM.Alq VALUES , ·my of want, t he i dea of 

II - - - pl anning the use of t he 
Many problems .whiqh in.: world's r e sources so - t b.at 

re cent _d ecades ha ve c ome · . / --- -~~-- ·· (-,._~ ;.-..--..__/-<._ t he re may be . cons e rva tion 
before ~he minds of leao.- 1 V,-::-=::..,•\~1 · · / ' ~ of the s ources a nd d is-
ers have m.ised the is sues · (. '\ 1, /J/, 'Y'1 · /.- - ·· · f tribution on a more E;) qui-

1 . ~\ -~ / .. J (.(~'~\\\ •"· .'fi , and processes of p lanning . I ~-... : _r:.• . ... ,_ ·;_; \ ~~ "J· . t able and human ba sis ha s 
Men have always · p ianned, ,, 1-· l gr adually pos s es s e d t he 
bu t i n recent years .. t i1ey j (~.:-.,c~• .:'-c._ · ,:\....· : -;---, l eaders of . t hought who 
have found tha t p_:i,.anning I ( '·- ::=.--· ; \ f a ce t he p r oblems of t he 
o_n a big sca l e in s olving ma sses synpa t he tically. 
t_he many prool~ms t hat -~la:nping . mean:s sa ving Inst ead of freedQI!l of 

; conf ro nt humanit;y a t l /3, r ge s orrie t hing for future i mpulse, t hey s eek a n e-
is an apsolut e necessity. . gen.e rat i ons to us e and I conomy . of freedom under 

Some t ype of planning enj oy, Father Woife be- I t he e;"il i da nce of r eason 

: ~~~i :;:m~~ t ;re ~~!e;o~~~~! ~=~-v~~-==~---_:~----~==----~~ .Ji ~~~ a~~g~~!~~ t ;~i: t ~~~: 
adva nceP.1ents. PJ,ann ~;--i.g is t he r a t i onal co'ncept , a n a ctivity i s e t hicQ,l, b e caus e 
p roce;iss by which i nd.iyiduals a nd g roups it submits · t o good rat ional pr oce sses. 
char~ the i r prog:re s s i ve st eps ahead with One who penetrat e s i nto the far:t her 
t he ir best fores i ght .Planni ng is t he r e..: dept hs of · t he i ssu e s t hat confront 
fore r ea sonable, e ven t hough t he r a t ion- groups and human:i ty can well appr eciat e 
a l p roce sses may some time s be found de·_. that concert ed : planning has be c;orae a 
f ective aft e r t he specificati ons and nec essity ; The note of ne cess ity -come s 
bl ueprints have been t ur ne d ove r to the from t Le f act t hat a ll t h i nker s have 
wo r ke rs i n t he p r act ical fi el d of enact- be come conscibus t hat cons e r vation of 

.· ment and cons tructi on . .. ' h uman · and natur~l r e s ources has be come 
In t he fie ld of t hought, opponents t he big is sue if t he prese:r;1t generation 

of p lanning come from g roup s t hat con.:.. or t ho se who a r e i mnedi a t e ly t o follow 
stitute t he ;. class i cal e conomists ai1d a re not t o l eave t he ea rth barren, -- a 
e conomic li·beralists, b9th of whom em- di re s ymbol of man's · a bus.e . 
pbasi ze t he free competitive processes .. Cons 6rv'a tion makes everyone aware of 
i n which t he equilibrium is 1 k e,pt .· t h r o-q.gh 't he fa.ct t hat t he cont inu ed abus e of all 
i nt e r-actio n on t he _ marke t of supp ly t he e a.rt h 1 s r esource s will so oner or 
and dema nd . lat e r lead -t o dep l e t i on . The historyof 
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man's · use of the natural resources of 
the countries of the Near East r eveals 
what marauding _hands can do with the 
earth. 

for those of the present and of former 
age-s, but also for those to come in the 
fUt\l-'re. 

· .When the ·inspired · write r wrote II the 
_Cruel Fatalism earth , is man1 s, and the heavens are 

I cannot in aey, way agree with the God 1.s, 11 it was of all generations of men 
mental processes or a ttitudes of those that he thought. 
who expre.ss themselves in rather doubt- Human Resources ·Vital 
ful tf;lrms regarding accident preven- I will venture still ·farther with 
tion and other frailties, which.,have the interpretation and say that he re
found expression in a sort of utte.r . dis- ferred to a larger number :in each gen
regard _for the value of humaa life. : To eration than are now engaged in making 
face the problem of our annual death a livelihood on the family-sized pro
toll through automobile accidents and duct~ve f a rm, because leRders have too 
careless · driving with the conviction long been concerned about the produc
t hat the.re are a certain number who are tion of so-ca lled transitory wealth, 
going to kill themselves anyway, or t hat rather tr.,an wit.h human conservation. 
casualties are t he price humanity must I am, of course, concerned about ··the 
pay for civilization and technical ad- problems for many reasons, but most · es
vancement, and that there is no wey of pecially for the relig ious. If planning 
rationalizing the · causes and the results charts a rational use of the earth' 's 
or of educating the public, would seem resources and the reasonable corts erva
to me to be the cruelest fatalism. ti-on of human resources, then it is em-

The very idea of planning a.11d con- . inently religious, . because man cannot 
serving is based on the more funda.ment- consistently ration~lize his tho11i5hts 
al concept t hat man is responsible for and conduct ~ithout acquirin~ religious 
his acts, that he does have s ome con- attitudes, not only a s they affect his 
trol over the consequences of his be- own needs and end:s ,·· bµt also in respect 
havior, and that he can plan to govern - to the collllUon welfare. 
not only his own personal conduct but Neither can man· be truly religious 
that of groups and even of states and . withou_t rationalizing his reli g ious 
nations. He can ·1ook forward and plan trut hs and practices ·in relation to his 
for a better and more resultful future own personal conduct and his service to 
than the .present or the past have pro- help satisfy the needs of others. What-
duced. ·' ever his behavior,it becomes inconsist-

Purpose of State Planning ent when it disregards reason, because 
You people of the · Iowa State Planning by his power of reason has be devised . 

B_oard are organ.ized to study and achieve his way a.11.ead in the world, ever im
some of the aims and ends of conserva- pelled by noble sentiments and the 
tion and planning. The· problem of con- choices of will to pursue the course 
servation of natural resources in -the that seemed best for himself and for 
State has been g iven excellent consid- . all men. 
eration and profound thought.A rational 
program by which the people of the State 
through council and government may con
serve the natural and .human resources 
that _ still exist has ' oeen attempted. 

There is consequently the p lanning 
for soil and water conservation, so 
closely related to the preservation of 
human resources. The Creator endowed 
the earth mth gifts and powers for sus
taining and conserving life not only 

Urban vs. Rural 
. Whilst my nearer interests ·are thus 

closely concerned about city-planning 
and zoning,I would not rai se the issues 
of antagonism. as between urban and rural 
planning. Tl;lat would only focus the at
tenti on of planners on the negative ~nd 
dest-ructive forces, r ather than on the 
positive and constructive. Planning is 
positive and con·structi ve in the sense 
that we all must · think in terms of pres:-
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ent realities and the ideals that plan- unless they have vision,they shall per
ning ' can achieve through rational use. ish. 
'.< The resources of which we speak, both Planning is not visionary, but plan
natural and human,concern both city and ners must be enthused by the contempla-

. country dwellers. , They affect people in tion of better things . and better meth
common and in a general way. The phil- · ods in the use o! the gifts with which 
osophy of planning ftY:r the city and the· man has been endowed. 
countri is the sai:ie. ' Blessed, then, is your planning and 

Build City ~ound Homes bless·ed be the planners who look back 
In Dubuque, our' philosophy has been to · what Iowa was before man began to 

that the city is to bu'na ·itself around exploit its richness, and who also look 
its homes. · forward toa. better Io1,va which the pres-

Those who plan for counties or the ent may pass on to the future. 
state must accept this fundamental prin
ciple as ti1e guide: That the country is 
planned for the country home. In the 
home' whether· ·~n the:· :d ty or the coun
try , life, · the ·greatest · cornbined natur
al and human resource; ' is ·conserved and 
P:reserved,. 

Planners think first· and foreraost of 
bonserving life arid all t·he other forces 
and gift;, · that contribute to its conser

··vat:iron and ·amelioration • .. 
The· free · plan 6:r' instincts and the 

ravishes that progre·ssi ve greed have 
e!'fected through the State and i n ' the 

Fort Dodge Land Use Report 
A.n urban land use study for Fort 

Dodge has been completed by the Iowa 
State Planning Board and a published 
report will be ready for distribution 
in that city and elsewhere before the 
end of August. The report contains maps 
and charts, and is similar in content 
to land use reports prepared for sever
al other Iowa cities. 

* * * * * 

· cities have brought to the consci ous"- AGRICULTURE'S PLACE 
ness of those who have surveyed con- IN PLANNING 
ditions existing everywhere that not (Cont 1 d from Page 7) 
only individuals and groups but alsG the fact that a real effort is being 
states and the nation must begin to ex- made· to conserve our greatest natural 
ercise , rationalized control over the resource and to bring about a better 
:uses that are hereafter to be made both balance in the agricultural industry, 
of the natural and :fhe hur.1an resources which will naturally have a beneficial 
of our ·country. effect on the community at large. 

Education Must Come First Farmers are interested in the var-
There must be pioneers in every ious activities of the Iowa .State P1an

gr eat- movement; the greater the move- ning Board. Recrea tional areas, safety 
ment the more must the pioneers in it campaigns, heal th programs·, better 
tegin by educating an increasing number. schools, conservation of natural . re
Rational planning is based on the right sources are of interest to every citi
uses of the t.hought processes, and that zen . 
is the primary outcome of right educa- Surely, we are all going to live to 
tion . · see concrete evid'ence of the work of 

. The progr ams that ar e now being in- ·the v1:1.ri ous orga..'1:iz•ations concerned 
· aug;urate·d by national, s tate and local with planning, supJiorted by many pub

gov.ernmertts will depend much upon the lie-spirited citi zens who have made 
sympa thetic 'understanding of the peo~ these things possible, Agriculture has 
ple. · They will respond with their best a definite place in all planning, be 
rea:cti o11s ·if ' the projects attempted are it national, state, county or community.
br9ught to ' their attention. .They have, · 
every rea son to know or to learn that 
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Cooperation Means Progress; Kansas and North Dakota 
Furnish Examples of Effective Group Action 

By P.H. Elwood, Counselor 
Missouri Valley Region, National Resources Committee 

(Professor Elwood, _Consultant 
for I 0 wa · and one of the original 
organizers of the Iowa State Plan
ning Board, on July 1 assumed his 
duties as Counselor for the Mis
souti Valley Region, comprising 
the States of Iowa, Missouri,Min
nesota, North ·Dakota, South DP..ko
ta, Nebraska and Kansas. He has 
made his first official tour of 
the newly created region, visit
ing all State Planning Eoards,and 
has filed his first report with 
the National Resources _Committee. 
Brofessor Elwood is ·serving full 
time for three months as Regional 
Counsellor; but will resume his 

' duties as. head of the Department 
of Landscape Architecture at Iowa 
State College in the fali,retain
his regional counselorship on a 
part time basis. -- Editor) 

Founded first as .. ian essential link 
in the eDergency recovery program, the 
State Planning Boards of the Missouri 
Valley· Region (N.R.C.Region No.6) seeo 
to be finding their more permanent 
plac~s in a broad.er concept of govern
ment, . . dealing with the future in terms 
of pres~nt realities. 

Many have learned that a state, to 
plan wisely, must not plan too well; 
otherwi~e the long-tine plans them
selves become as ill-fitting gaments 
hanging .loosely here and bursting else
where as changing factors and unknown 
combinations of forces alter the course 
of progress. 

More than three years ago, the func
tions of a State Planning Board were 
summed up as: 11 A non-partisan, fact-find
ing, advisory body engaged in coordina-

ting the plans of various governmental 
agencies. 11 Some descriptions included a 
Master Plan evidently in an effort to 
a.qopt the pattern o.f city, park and 
la.nd.seape planning to State Planning.As 
experience in State Planning is gained, 
the wisdom and even the possib_ility of 
anything closely resembling the rigid
ity of a Master Plan becomes doubtful ... 

However, with authentic facts, a 
State Planning Board is equipped w:ith 
its most important tool for performing 
its . essenti~l advisor.)" functio·n, work
ing with other state and local agencies 
which administer ancl execute the recom
mended programs. 

Citizen Cooperation 
In several states of the Missouri 

Valley Region, unique and valuable ser
vice in carrying out the outlines Qf 
procedure and reconmendations of . the 
State Planning Board~. is being done by 
unofficial semi-private citizen organi
zations. Specifically, in Kansas i.t. is 
the Kansas •· .Chamber .. of Cor;unerce which 
was and is still the working ally of 
the Kansas State Planning Board. This· 
organization in a large mea~ure spon
sored the creation of the State Plan
ning Boa.rd. It now works hand in hand 
with that body and the recently created 
Council of Government which deals with 
legal and legislative problems. 

So closely together and honestly do 
these groups work that specially train
ed personnel is exchanged from time to 
time for more speedy and efficient _op
eration.As one studies closely the sit.;. 
uation in Kansas, ~he reason back of 
this effective collaboration is found 
in the high type of unselfis_h, non-par
tisan leadership. The Executive Secre
tary, ·Sar.i Wilson, of the State Chamber 



Page 12 Iowa Planning News August 1937 

of _Comme rce is also Consultant for the answer lies chiefly in .the quality of 
National - Resources Committee to the leadership available. Similar orga:niza
Kansas State Planning Board. ·As the new tions ·. are '. at work in South Dakota and 
State Planning Board ' becomes more firm- Montana. 
ly established, in order . to exped~ t~ * * * • * 
such a development, the spon.soring Cham- IS PLANNI NG ECO NOMI CAL? 
ber of Commerce withdraws from active (Cont'd from Page 4) 
parti c ipation to encourage healthy, in- ing with their constantly ··growing 
dependent growth of the State Planning ; urban t ·raffic problems. 
Board in its special field of activity. Many cities permitting streets 

North Dakota's Program . ... to be built up close to t:t).e curb 
In North Dakota is found another .. line, know:i.ng .that at some future 

splendid example of leadership and high • time high prices will be paid by 
minded collaboration by unselfish, non~ .,·: · the city fot these sauie frontages 
partisan groups .• · The North Dakota. St~tE3 · · : in orde'r • to '· widen the s t re.e.ts. 
Planning :Soard has provided much. factu-- · , The plight of c_ities today trying to 
a l material and adviee to the Greater overcome the r esuits of . the lack of 
No rth Dakota Association. 'This latter planning and foresight in former years 
organization is really representative is unimpeachable p·roof of the economy 
of the -more enlightened business men of of planning. 
the State who belong to it and person- Planri.ing does not ~ spending more 
ally finance · its activities without money; it does~ that when money is 
calling upon the State for either offi- going to · be spent anyway, it ,vill be 

-cial. s~atus to justify its efforts,or spent more wisely, more economically, 
funds for its operation. and that public improvements will fit 

I t is, . in s hort, · an· honest attempt ir).to a comprehensive!' a nd coordinated 
td work with the North Dako'ta State plan. 
Planning Board toward a Gre~ter North 
Dakota • . The Executive Secretary, M. O. 
Ryan, is a member and former· secretary 
of the North Dakota ·State . Planning 
:Soard. 

State Planning Strengthened · 
With such practi cal ideals and. hi,gh 

minded, 1ntelligent and unselfi~h _lead
ership ·as is found in the Greate r North 
Dako ta Association, under President 
Meye;rs a nd Executive Secreta~y ·"Bud" 
Ryan r the Planning Board of t hat .. Stat.e . 
is greatly strengthened and its r ecom
mendations are· carried to t he many :io- · 
cal, state and f ederal government . agen
cies and private organizat ions for ex-
ecution and administration. , 

As these g roups are seen working to
gethe r harmon i ously, ea ch in its 9wn 
specific field, one's hopes and expec~ 
tat ions for t he future in t he se states • 
are greatly .strengthened. 

Will other states in t his r egion be 
able to follow or accompany ph,nn_ine 
p rograms with selling t he plans ? 'The 

* * * * * 
Marion's Interest Aroused 

In Sac City, the city council has 
. created a cit;r planni ng commission of 
five members, r.ien and women who have 
i _deas and ideals for their town. They 
draw no salary and have no power, . bu t 
are a means of expressing to the · coun
cil t he collect will of the ctty in the 
direction of possible i mprovem.ents, re
forms an.d cbariges looking to the ·city's 
welfare. · The planning commis_s·ion .would 
help tak·e s o·r.ie of t he burdens: , off the 
back of t he council, would 6et s ·ome of 
:t he glory for t he things accompl ished; 
and take s ome of t he blame, if some of 
its plans went wrong .We might have such 

, a planning comriiission in Marion. --from 
t he Marion Sentinel. 

* * * * * 
Largest Issue 

This i ssue of Iowa Planning News ·, con
t aining 16 pages, is the lar·gest , as ;.yet 
p roduced since its birth in March 1936 . 

* * * * * 
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State Department Appoints Nurses in Four Counties; 

Other Developments in Demonstration Area -

Page 13 

Important developments have taken of the Resettlement Administration, 
place within the past 30 days in the Washington, D.C.visited the area ear~y 
Chariton Basin Demonstration Project. this month t~ study the possibilities 

Perhaps of greatest immediate impor- of enlargement of the Resettlement pro
tance is ·the inauguration of county gram for rural rehabilitation. 
health programs under,-----------------, He spent a day and a 
the leadership of the DEFINITION OF PROJECT half with Sam V. Carpen-
State Dept.of Health in ter, chairman of the 
f our counties, with the The Chariton Basin Demon- Chariton Basin Planning 
rema~n1ng two counties stration Project,briefly stat- Board, and L.W.Murra.y, 
expected to be organiz- ed, is a coordinated .effort by planning engineer, in
ed by the end of this planning agencies to bring a- specting various sec
month . bout an effective application tions of the area. He 

The health program of the services and facilities addressed a publicgath
follows issuance of a of all governmental agencies, ering in Corydon .Before 
report by the Iowa State county, state and federal,with- leaving, he said he was 
Planni~g Board on pub- in a specific area -- in this very much impressed by 
lie health facilities case the six counties touched the possibilities of the 
within the Chariton Ba- by the Chariton River Basin in demonstration project. 
sin. Iowa. Earlier this month, 
'The State Department It is predicated,above all, the forestation commit-

of Health has be·en re- upon the desire of the people tee of the Chari ton Ba
presented in the area within t he area to receive the sin Planning Board met 
during _the past mon th assistance and services of with Prof .G.B.MacDonald., 
by C.E.F.ichey, sanitary these agenci~,hence the Char- State Forester, _to dis
engineer,and- Miss Alice iton Ba.sin Planning Board with cuss the possibilities 
Rooney, publ ic health its 250 committee members, all of assistance from the 
nurse. of whom reside in the area. State Forestry Depart-

The f our counties Each sub-project undertaken ment, then adopted res
which ·now have healt h will have first been r equested olutions formally a skJ. 
p r ograms, and t he name s by a committ&'e, then by the ing for a tree planting 
of t he nurses assigned Basin Planni ng Board. program. 
for ful_l time public While some additional funds The principle . result 
health service are: may be procured in order to t his year is expected 

Appanoose,Miss Agnes stimulate the operation of the furnishing state nurs-
01Leary; Clarke, Miss demonstration project, it .has ery stockatan extreme
Gladys Bowery; Decatur, been anticipated that effect- ly low cost to farmers 
nurse to be selected ive r esults w,uld be obtained for delivery and plant
t his mont h; Wayne , Miss under t he existing programs of ing next spring.Assist
Mildred Reitz. each of t he severa l agencies ance in plantiRg also 

Dr.A. C. Trowbridge , ; .concerned. I may be possible, Prof-
State Geologist, has a.~ , es sor MacDonald stated, 
extensive survey of t he six-county a:rea Under the auspices of the Chariton 
under way now to determine the location Basin Planning Board, six agencies in
of limestone deposits which may possibly- terested in the demonstrati on proje6t 
be developed for agricultural use in are to present exhibits at the Wayne 
t he area. County Fair at Corydon,August 23 to 25. 

Walter E.Packard, Ass istant Director (Cont' d on Page 16) 
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By H. H. Kildee 
. Chairman; I 0 wa State Planning Board 

·De·a.n of ·.Agriculture, I 0 wa State College 

The urgent need whi.ch· exists for -cost more tha.11 t}1ey are worth t ,) r ehab
wise use and conservati on of the human ilitate for pro~.ucti on of a6 ricultural 
and physica l . resources of this great crops . _. 
nation s hould be r e cognized by every 'The classification of Iowa land Dade 
American, regardless of his or lier lo- by the National Res ource s Board(now the 
cati.on, occupation or pol:i,'tical beliefs; National Resources Committee ) is shown 

Fortunat_ely, d8finite steps have been .. . in _the :fo],lowing table: 
taken in t his country, n6t 6n1y · to rec
ogni~e, . but to do s6r.1ething about the 
exploitation and waste which att·ended 
much of Dur earlier development. 

Presidential freccdents 
For:ne.r President ·.Theodote Ro osevelt. 

set up .the first fe der a l orga.'1 ization 
in America -to study conserva t ion prob- . 
lems . Arthur Hyde, Secre·tary of A,;ri
culture under Pres_iden t . Hoov~r, called 
the f.ir.st nati onal conference to co n
s ide r ·problems of land utiliz·ation. 

' In more recent y eA.rs, the Soil Co n
ser.va.ti on Service, l 'argely in cooper
ation with individua l farme rs;. ha s dem
onstrated effective me tho ds of 'e r os i on 
control by ac tual example in t he field~ -

. The extension of t his type of work 
through education a.:~d individual effort 
is not only desirable 9ut highly p r~b
able. 

· Dr. Brown's Statement 
·. In . Iowa, of course, the number one 

natural re source is _the s oil it self. As 
t he late Dr. P. E . Brown of I owa · State . 
College pointed o~ t: 

11 W'e do not have t he extrer:1es of land 
classes which . a re true of □any other 
s tates. We have· one-;fourth of the Gz:ade 
1 land in the _c ountry, ' accordi ng to the 
National Resour,ces ·Board repo rt , and a 
r e l a tively smail amOunt of Grad e 5. 'v7e 
can separate t h is · Grad e 5 land quite 
readily, and we gl ~clly turn it over to 
the foresters or the pi=l. rk service. · 

Another IowaIJ., J . L.Boatman, Reg i onal 
.Agronomist for the Soil Conservati on 
Service, has said t hat there are one 
million acres in this state t hat would 

roWA LANTI CLASSIFIED 
.BJ' NATI ONAL RESOURCES ·BO.ARD 

Grade Acres Descri12t i on 
;l 25 ,983,110 Ex.eel lent 
2 6,906,158 Go od .. 
3. 1,392 ,680 Fair 
4· 1,007,416 Poor 

5 . · 344,_556 Essentially 
incapab l e 

35, 633,'920 
of tillag e 

Total 

The · h i gh percentage of exce1lent crop 
land i n '.l:owa must ·be inte rpreted nqt as 
a licens e to cultivat e excess ively -but 
as a re spor.sibility to utilize wisely in 
order t o conserve a r esource whos~ p r o
du_ctivity is indispehsabl r., to the wel
fare of the nation . Over-cropping and 
so.il :washing lead to s e rious d_ecline .in
soil f e rtility and. · t o loss of so_il 
it self. 

It i s pertinent to cons i d.er t hat many 
of our mos t fertile soil types are the 
most rap i dly run down or depl e ted .i f no t 
properly managed ,and t hat only one acre 
in E1 i g:qt is not subject :to erosion in 
I owa , acco rding t o a survHy; made by the 
Soil Cons·e:rvati on SE:rvice .· .We must not, 
the~efore, assume · t h-it the .rich soil 
with ~hie~ this state has ·been endowed 

.J • ~ . • • • 

in such . generous · a1;:iou nt s ,is an inex-
heus tible treasur e whose · quality and 
quantity r equire no effort t o maintain . 

Among t he me t hods r ecommended by the 
Agr onooy Departr:ie nt of Iowa State Col
lege t o reduce s oil dep l etion and e ro-



siort are the growi ~.g of grass and the Recornmendat~ cins , in t he Second P.ep 9rt 
following of crop . rotatfon p la.ns on for national and state forest aro!:J,s, 
lF.Lnd where slope, soil type and other even if carried · out to t he maximum .de-
factors make continued cultivation an gree outlir1ed by forestry experts ,would 
undesirable p ractice. These recomnienda- apply. to . less than· three ~1o r cent of 
ti ons were included in the Second Re- alLiowa. la,nd: (*) 
port (April 1935) of 'the · I 6,wa State . These .recommenda tions were for mul-
Planning Board. tlple ·use . areas in . the planning and de-

Land Management Defined'. ' ve+opment of which . ;forestry, grazing, 
What are the , hest u'?es .for 'I6wa. 1 s recreation a,nd . w:ild life conse rvation 

land resources? would ali b.e .inclucl~d. · · · · 
Mr .Boatman stat es: . Pasture DemO!istrati o:is 
"It 1s my uncierstahding tpat land , Pasture demonstratio!1 areas .. have been 

management means using the laiid for the established. in s ou them I owa as a re,._ 
purpose fc:ir v,hich it is best 'fitted sult · '.oi · recommendati :ms , :qy the Io'!va 
using it in· such a ·way that it c.a~ be . State .Planning. Board. T):iese areas, .f1;v~ : 
c onserved. for future generci.t fo ns. u · · . in . number, have l1een purchased: by. the . . 

According to the National RE,H,;o.11rc13s ·: fe.Q.~3 ral government q.nd a.r~ being super..- · 
Board's classificati on, land · suitable,: vi~e d · by the Iowa Ag ricultu,r.p.l E~peri:
f or continued culti va.tio:1 falls mairi.ly ment s'tati on and t he Agricultural Ex
in Grades 1, 2 and 3,, with a sm1\i;l~ ;pRrt tension Service • . 
of Grade4 · elig ible urtder . espe c1a.lly _. EvE;ri.tually, . aft0r i mp r ovements. to 
favorable conditions ·such as . close . bu;ild ii1gs : a~1ei. :.equipment ~re .. made, ·. tl:le · 
.proximity to markets.· areas wili be under st a t(;) · Jµr.isc;iction , : 

Less Than 4% Po of Lanci . . for .coop e rative experiments :in growing· 
Less than · f our per .. dent · of I 0 wa 1 s · . . g raEis . nnr,i pa.s.tm:e a s a . . ,1:1 ro pEiJ;' land use . . · 

la'nd fa:1:ls . in Grades 4 linc:I;. 5 ~ ,Dr: ];lrown . in .:the·· southern : count i c s; 
suggested that Gradi3· 5 migpt well 1ie . T~us .,the . Iowa St.a.ta Planning Board .· 
devote·d primarily t o forestati on ancl · .. has been .-i .nstrumental in forwardi:i:i,g a 
r ecreation. prog ram f c1r m~re grazing land~. 8iS; well 

Grades 1 and 2 and mos t _, of ... Grade ) ====;::;, ~ ,==. ============= 
comprise . the agr 'icU:ltural lanci wh~ch \ '*);. tDITOB.'S NO~E: Recent . m.iscori--.. 
has brought world fame 'to Iowa cl.S a land , structiop. · of : thi,s · po.int, leading to 
of corn, oats, livest ock and othe r far!Il . state.t1~rit_'s t -hq~ the Iowa. S:tate. Planning · 
products: ·. '· · Board wished : to . take all: Iowa .Land in 

For Grad~ 4 and ·perhaps · 'a part , of . Grad.e s J, . 4 und. 5 . . out .. of ag ricu,J.tura,1· 
Grade 3, the rt:J . eii.s·ts a ' range of uses producti on ,w1:1:s .bas ~d a.pp~re.ntJ;y on con
from forest · a nd v;16 odla.i~d ·. past1;1.re to fusi on between . t he g ross area : of U1e: 
p er Manent · pasture• hay· and ·bthe:r. n0n- , . fo rer t pu~chase .U{~i t S anrl .t :rie net .area 
tilled crop s~ ··· . . .rec.ommend eQ.. for ac.tua l · purcha se .and dEl- · 

Line . No t Sbarpiy Draw~ velop_~.~µt. V,ii thin a purcJ1as e unit ;Which 
The li ne be tween 'use chie fly :for . is e s tab lishE:Jd for .a dm.ini s t .rati VE.'J pur-.:. · 

cultivated · crop s · and us e chiefly _ for pos~s : and .. only a .part of which , is ex
non-cultivat ed crqp s is not s b.ar p . It pe ct~d to c e a cQuire q. ; . may .lie certain . . · 
may l i e somewhere in Gracle 4 or sor.ie- lands '. go.a d .enough f or cultiyatiQn ,other _: · 
where in Grade 3' depend i n.::, on s e ve r a l lands. l; i t}:l :wh~ch ,t h(;) ' owners (10 not .. ca.re 
f ac tors such a s · e c◊nociic clemand:f and t o . part, . i::1corpor a te d ~reas a nd other 
crop control p ro grams; · · · · . are!'J.,s which . f or .. ope reaso~ or anot ·her 

In r egard , t o. .~he qu.estion of how are _ not ,,c;1.vailab],e for forest . purChG1,se; 
much land might best be devot.ed to f 9r- .Thus., .· ~n: .. the . na t ional, •forei:;t purchase .. ·. 
es t cover i n Iowa, a nswers can b e cinly . units esta.qlishect in s outµqr n Iowa; c om- . . 
tentative, · because of t he generai 'na:- pri s i ng a t ~t a l of 829 ,000 acres. ac- ,: 
t u re of ava ilable i!1formation on s oil cording to G.B.Ma cDonald , State Forest
er os i on, l and slopes, so i l typ es and er, t he maximum a mount cont emplated for 
other f actors. acquisitio n wn.s a bout 300 , 000 a cre s. 
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as forestation in southern Iowa. 
In any public program of land acqui

sition or land use, full consideration 
must be given to every individual con
cerned. For example, any program for 
forest purchase should make it optional 
for the land owner to sell, and should 
penni t h_im to retain such buildings and 
acreage as he may wish to keep without 
interfering with actual forestation. 

:Basis of Recommendations 
This is the to.sis on which land for 

federal and state . forests recommended 
inthe Second Report was to be obt a ined. 

Any comments on . the use of Iowa's 
greatest natural r esource would be 
grossly inadequate without reference to 
the state and county agricultural plan
ning commi ttees which have set an ex
cellent example, not only in the work 
for which they were organized but also 
as an effective combination of demo
cratic representation, experience and 
technical skill. 

The county committees, which include 
operating farmers from each township, 
have studied their own count ies, adapt
i ng basic principles of sound land use 

. to local conditions and suggesting 
necessary crop adjustments. Th~ r work 
repr esents a LlOst important and highly 
desirable step toward an effective land 
use program in which local initiative 
and respons ibility are prominent . 

Nucleus for County Planning 
The Iowa State Planning Board has 

been working with t hese county groups, 
which in some instances have formed the 
nucleus of recently organized county 
planning councils which today have under 
consideration many other i mpo rtant 
phases of county development . 

The best plans for t he people a re 
always made or approved by t he people 
themselves; and t he best plans f or land 
use are being made right now by those 
.who use the land. In t he ha.nds of the 
average county l and use planning com
mi ttee, t hese plans will lead Iowa ever 
forward in the di rection of better use 
and conservation of all its land re
sources. 

AID HEALTH IN 
CHARITON BASIN 

(Cont'd · from P~ge 13) 
Of special int er est will be the dem

onstration of two newly designed ter
racing machines in a field near the ex
hibition bui ldings by the Department of 
Agricultural Engineering of Iowa State 
College . The agricultural engineering 
exhibit will be combined with that of 
the Soil Co nservation Service which is 
planning an extensive displ~ of its 
working program. 

The other agencies whi ch will have 
exhi bi t -s at the fair will be the Re
settlement Administration, the U.S.For
estry Service, t he State Depl'l.I't ment of 
Health and the · Iowa _ State Planning 
:Soard . 

In t he publication in I owa Planning__ 
News _l ast month of the membership of 
ten of- t welve commit tees selected by 
the Chariton Basin Plann'ing Board, t he 
title of one committee listed on Page 9 
was inadvertently omitted. This should 
have read the 11 Recreation11 committee. 

Personnel of the last two of these 
committees was being comryleted this 
month. 

Third Wat er Res ources Report 
The third volume of a series of six 

covering reports of I 0wa's water re
sources prepared for t he National Re
sources CoDmittee by the I 0 wa State 
Planning Board i s compl eted , Volume III 
covers t he resources of water basins in 
South Central I 0 wa, including t he Noda
way, Thompson (Grand), Cr..ariton, Tarkio 
Creek and Platte. The books were a t the 
bindery and di st ribution was expected 
to take pl ace about t he end of Augus t. 
The price is $3.00 per volume. 

* * * * * 

Regional Planning Office 
Prof. P.H. El wood , newly appointed 

counselor _ fo r the Nat ional Resources 
Coom i tt ee in the Missouri Valley Regi on,' 
has opened a regio nal office in Room 
1026, Woodnen of the World Building, in 
Omaha. 

* * * * * 
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