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State Planning Board Survey Studies Ca.uses and 
Circumstances Back of 1936 Death Toll 

Ba sic analysi s of facto·rs involved 
in fatal highway accidentei .. in Iowa dur
ing 1936 hes beep. compl etec:l . .mder a re
search project undertaken i~st fall · by 
the Iowa State Planni ng Board in coop er

cident whi ch occurred, between age 
manner of driving, between age 
ph,ysical or mental condition of 

and 
and 
the 

driver. . 
It al so '.'Till ' 

ation with the State ·-·------------------
ehow the correlation 00-
tween types of vehicles 
involved in a ccidents, Motor Vehicle Depart~ 

ment and the Works :Frog
ress Administra tion . 

The purpose of t he 
study is to dete r mine 
more fully the ·role 
played by each f a ctor 
involved in fatal auto
mobiie accidents , wbetl:er 
related to engi neeri ng , 
education or enforce
ment, as an a id in the 
establishment of more · 
eff ect ive safeguards on 
the h i ghways. 

What is expected to 
be the most valuable 
result of the survey 
will be the informa tion 

COVER DESIGN 

In cnm1 ection with the 
survey of highway traffic ac
ci dents described in the ac
cor,:1:panying a rticle, a 11 spot11 

map ha s been prepa red showing 
fue .loca.tion and type of each 
f a tal accident in Iowa in 
~936 . The cov er ci~sign of 
t h is i ssu_e of Iowa Planning 
~e~s shows t he location by 
counti e s of fatal accident s 
in I 0 wa l a st year, . symbols 

, i ndica t in~ t wo major types 
. of a cci dentu, with all othe r 
t ype~ covered by a t h ird 
synbol. 

- t heir operating condi
tion, and such factors 
as _type of acciden t , 
-condition of road,visi
bili ty, etc. 

Rel.ationships will 
be so~ght betwe en typ e 

. of acci.dent and physical 
. or . mental condition of 
. driver, between traffic 
law violations and r e

. sul tant police action 
and court _action .. 

All possible combi
na tions of any sign i fi 
can ce will .. be studied. 
br eaking down as ,.far a.s 
poss ible the .storie~ o1 

obtai ned fro m cross-tabulation of a coi
de~t factors i n s ignif icant combina
tions . The basic data now . co mpl e t ed f or 
1936 are to be subj ected to this cross
t abulation, 

Iowa 's f a t al accidents .i nto combina--

Fo_r instance, the dross ... tabu'.Lation i s 
expected to show t he r el a tionship be
t ween age of th e dr i ver and kind of ac-

tions of deta il s , with t pe hop e ihereby 
of ca sting new ligh t upon actual causes 
of accidents. 

The automo bil e in itself .is -incap
abl e of i nflict ing either gr evious bod
ily harm or damage to property. . I t .be
comes a n i ns trument of destruction only 
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when u nder huma n guidance o r c0ntrol (or Rear End 
lack of control while in human · hands). Side Swiped 
Every single movement of an ,automobile Not Stated 
is motivated by impulses frcm tile person Vehicle Colliding wi .th --
behind the wh eel. · Pedestrians . · 155 

4 Is it not logical, ther efore, that 
the forc e s directly or indirectly act
ing upon the individual op erating the 
motor vehicle be analyzed to, determine 
the causes of acc,idents? 

It can be argued that the individual 
is not personally r esponsible f o r a 
dangerous condition of the roadway, or 
for the existence of some o~her hazar~. 
But the re is no argument against the 
premise that how tie individual operates . 
how mot0r vehicle while facing these 
hazards is a matter under · his cfr-mtrol. 

Accident data · ·have been obtained 
fr cm Motor Vehicle Department records, 
local police r ecords, rte-:1spaper reports 
and other sourc es. The truth abr. ut wha t 
happens in an automobile accident is 

not ·always easily· as_cert,ained due ·fo 
excitement and other . fac.tors r e sulting 
in 69D:flicting reports. . 

The' Iowa State Pla_nning Board pre
sents _herewith some hf the basic infor-
mation now compiled fo.r fEi:tal accidents 
in I 0 •;:;a dc:Iing tne. calena.'ar year 1936. 

Dlirfng ·1ast yea.r, 508 persnns were 
kille~ , ~n 454 accidents ~n the public 
highways bf Inwa. . In tho'se same acci-

·" dents, 550 other persOJ1f:\ : suff.ered in-
juries of varying degtees. Also in 
those sa~e accidents 496 ~otl"r vehicles 
were damaged, many . of _therri'. ·,1recked. 

Types of Accidents 
The · types of ac'ciderits in which per

sens lost their l _i:v_es 'o'n I 0 wa highways 
in 1936 >1ere as follows: 

.A.nimals .... 
Fixed Obj ects . 

Miscellane0us -
No Collision* . 
.All Others 

35 

80 
3 

*The 11 No Collisi un 11 would include acci
dents inwhich drivers lost control over 
their cars, resulting in overturning in 
ditches, and similar situati r, ns. 

Types of Vehicles 
Types of vehicles invnlved in acci

dents . also have considerable bearing on 
what happens on the highways. The f ol
lowing vehicle types were i nvolved in 
fatal .accidents ,during 1936: 

Passeng er Cats . ~ 

Light Trucks 
HeayY Trucks 

}-JJG}J 'f\/;\Y 
Busses ..... . 
Street Cars . . 
Railro e.d Trains 
Motorcycles· . . 

•<Bicycles 
Animal-~rawn Ve4icl1es . . . 
All Others . · .. ·.· . . · · 

Condition of Drivers 

462 
13 

111 

I 
5 
6 

'4o 
9 
S 
3 
6 

Cnndition of driiers in accidents is 
a very essential ifactor in determining . 
causes of accitlents ; but at the same 
time i ·s a very elusive one when it c0rnes 
to ascertaining the truth. In .the fatal 
accidents of 1936, the records obtained 
failed to shew the condi ti <.' n r;f drivers 

· in 283 accidents. 'In the rest, however, 
. the following was ascertained: , 

Normal . . . .. . . 195 
Asleep . . . . . 7 Vehicle Colliding with Vehicle 

On an Angle 81 Had Been Drink_ing . 27 
51 : ~ ·. Physical Defects 6 Head-on : . 

------,..------~--------- Confused by Traffic 18 
Vie'if Obstrilcted . . . 17 Note: Figures in · the tabl·es in this 

articl e :r:efer either to number cf fatal. 
accident·s, or t o n\:lmber 6f persons in
volve d, a s the case rriay be. 

, ; , .. 

., . 
Blirided by Headli ghts 21 
Othe r Condi t ic ;ns , 89 

Closely alliecf with the ·condition of 

L 
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' drivers in accidents is another factor 

designated as "improper driving." This 
f actor, however, seem s to have been 
less elusive and hence a better r ecord 
was obtained. The following indicates 
types of improp er driving noted in fatal 
accidents in 1936: 

Speeding . ... •. 
Reckless Driving 
On Wrong Side of Road 
Viola ted Right-of-way Rules 
Lost Control 
Cutting In 
Passing on Curve 
Pas sing on Hill . 
Passing on Wrong Side .• 
Failur e to Signal,Wrong Signal . 
Failure to Stop at II Stop" Sign. 
Car Loose Without Driver ... 
Hit-run Drivers ... 
Following Too Closely . •: 

53 
15 
49 
9 

·122 · 
5 
2 

5 
l 
2 

11 
2 

18 
7 

· · Others . . . . . . . . . . . 24 
No Information . . . . . . . 5 

*These involved disregard for traffic 
signals(wi th one exception) ,crossing on 
a diagonal, cross i ng where ther e was no 
traffic signal, with the factors invol
ved i~ 24 cases not ascertained. 

Condition of Pedestrians 
Condition of pedestrians kill ed in 

accidents last year was recorded a s 
follows: . 

Normal 
Had Be en Drinking . 
Attention Diverted 
Confused by Traffic 

: View Obstructed . . 
Physical Defects 
Alleged Carelessness 
Other Conditions 
Not Stated 

7 
13 
25 
23 
1 
2 

35 
9 

56 
Age of driver is often an importa nt 

l~JL LED J1'l 
01'1E OF -r11rr•r 

1 L~t. ,\ r rJ D ~ Jr\j-f ( .r\vv .:..., ... ,; 

Disregarded Officer or Signal • 
Improper Parking 
Too Wide Right Turn 

27 factor in safety on the highways. The 
4 age range of drivers in fatal accidents 

occurring in Iowa in 1936, incl~ding 2 
1 

74 
17 
82 

Cut ~orner on Left Turn 
Combinations of Above . 
Other Imprope·r Driving 
Not Stated • . . . . . 

Pedestrian Fa tali t ·ies 
. Pedestrians killed in ~raffic acci

dents often lose th eir lives b~cause of 
carelessness or other dieragard for 
traffic rules.What pedestrians who were 
killed in 1936 were doing forms another 
interes ting phase a t he causes of high
way f atalities. They wer.e noted as fol
lows: 

Cro s sing Intersect ions* ; .. 
Cr-ossing Road Not at Intersection 2S 
Playing,Skating,etc.in Roadway . 
Walking in Roadway 
At We rk in Roadway 
Coming out fr om :Between 

Parked Cars 
Getting ·on or off Other Vehicle 

19 
38 ,., 

r:, 

B 
5 

both sexes, · was as follows: 
o t'o 13 . 
14 to 15 
16 to 19 
20 to 25 
26 to 34 
35 to 44 
45 to 54 
55 .to 1,4 
65 ·and over 
Not Ascertainable 
Not Ascertainabl e as to Eith~r 

Sex or Age* .. 
*For example, hit-run driver s . 

Victim Age Groups 

3 
G 

46 
123 
102 
109 

67 
37 
27 

135 

... 
0 

Another interesting c and sometimes 
pathetic - view 'of higlv:ray fa tali tie s 
lie s in the study a t he ages of persons 
killed and i njured. The .following shoTis 
the age groups, both mal e and felame, of 
both 'pedestrians and vehicle passengers 
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Sun --~ 
Mon 

- - - · 

Tu.es 

Wed 

Thurs 

Fri 

Sat , 

Total I 

. ACCIDENTS RESULTING,_ IN FATA.LI.TIES 
BY DAYS Oll' MONTHS 

1936 
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I 
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killed i n acc.idents i,n I 0wa in 1936: Physical Characteristics 
0 to 4 11 ' Physical characteristics· <f the sites 
5 to 14 ,· ·. : : .• 48 of accidents are believed to have much 
15 to 24 · ' ·. 92 . bearing on the hazards of the highways. 
25 to 64 . 269 Fatal accidents in 1936 occurred in the 6, anci';.over . . ; · 81 following types of locations·: 
Not 'Ascertainable ~ At Intersections 

Total Killed . . . 508 On Straight-away 
· The same story _ o.s· regards those who On Curves 

were.injured hut lived , in the · s~me ac- On Sharp Turns . 
cidents in which the gbove 508 lost At Railroad Crossings · 
their lives, follows: At Bridges or Overpa sses 

0 to 4 11 At Tunnels or Underpasses 
5 to 14. 39 On Hills ..... . 
15 to 24 144 Combination 9f Above .' .. 
25 to €=4 . . 124 Miscellaneous . . . . . . 

111 
243 

27 
6 

39 
20 

1 
42 
43 
· g 

65 and ove r · . · 5 :, ,' .!.Types of Roadway 
Not Ascertainable· _ 227 . T?pes of roadway coupled with condi-

Total Injured· . 550 tion of the surface are known facto.rs 
The data . compiled in the ~urvey show '' back of many accidents. The folloTTing 

the above informe. tion broken dowri into roa dway types were · noted ·in the · fatal 
age groups by sex·, a nd separately for .a ccidents of 1936: 
pedestrians and passengers. · ·· On Dirt Rbacl. , Untreated Surface 
. Considering rural vs. urban loca- On Gravel nr Stone 

t ions a s f a ctors in the traffic hazard On Pav ement ... 
picture, t ~e followi ng shows the com- Not Stated. 
parison for: 1936, with f a t al a cci d_ents Con~r.ol System·s 

32 
88 

320 
14 

occurring as indicated : Traffic c•: ntrol systems are not al-
In Ci tie~ and Town s 1.63 - . 37% ways ·a certain safeguard against acci-
In Open Country . . . 286 - 63% dent, although the ir effectiveness in 

,. 
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warning motorists of danger and prevent- NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED BY 
ing' accident~ is abov:~ question. It was IOWA STATE PLANNING BOARD 
interesting to note that ' no _, fatal -acct.:.. 
dents occurred last · year at railroa d · The Iowa · State Planning Board this 
crossings where crossing gates were in month welcomed into its membership four - , 
opera ti cn. But · other traffic control n ew persons under the reorganization of 
systems were in effect in the following personnel as provided by the act p assed 
fatal accidents: by the 47th General Assembly establish-

:' "Officer or Watchman on Duty 2 ing the State Planning Board as an of-
. 'Automatic Signal · Working , ficial branch of state government. 

_ , 11 Stop " Signs in Place . . . 20 New members of the board are: Dr. F. 
1 

'·J i rning Signs: 11 Slow 11 ,etc. 46 J.Colby, Forest City, representative of 
Co n trol Not Functioning. . 1 the Iowa State Conservation Commission; 

Weather and Light Irving H.Knudson, Ellsworth, represent-
Wea t he r ~onditions always are a known ati ve of the. Iowa Highway Commission; 

f ;s ctor in traffic hazards. · Weather and·: . Otto S.Mw;itz, Des Mo.ines, .chairman of 
light conditinns in fatal accidents in the Greater Iowa Comr.1 ission, and Edwin 

· · i936· we~e noted 'as follows: P. Chase, tdi tor of the Atlantic News-
Clear. ; . . 180 TelGgraph. 
Cloudy · ·. • . 28 Members of the for□er board who were 
Fog or Mist · . 19 re-tained by - reason of their office or 
Raining . 16 continued by organization or Governor's 
Snowin~ . . . 11 
Daylight 0 200· 
Dusk or Se□i-darkness · 34 
Da rk - Street Li ghts Burning 2 
Dark - Street Li ghts Out 1 
Dark - No Informa tion on: Lights 202 
Not Stated . . - . . . . . . . . 215 

As indicated, figures given in these 
tables are for 1936 only; The accident 
survey will eventually" include the' same 
information over a period of :fiire years, 

· 1932 to 1936: 

New Land Use Reports 
'Two new ·reports have been added dur

ing the past few days to the series of 
pubiished reports on urban land use in 
Iowa. cities·. · The new volumes cover the 
cities of Marshall town and Keokuk. These 
studies have ·be en made by t he Iowa Sate 
Planni ng Board under a Works Progress 
Administration project, in cooper e tion 
with local a~~inistrations or planning 
commissions as demonstrations of land 
use surveys preliminary to city plan
ning and zoning activities by· each mun- · 
icipali ty. Reports have now ' been pub
lished for Webster City, Sioux City, 
Muscat~ne, Burlington, Marshall town and 
Keokuk. Cbpi-es for all but Webst er City 
and Sioux · City are available at 50¢ 

· each .' Address· · t h e ' Iowa State Planning 
Board, Des Mo'ines. 

app ointment are: H.H.Kildee, Ames, Dean 
of Agriculture, Icwa State College ; 
Chester A. Phillip .s, Iowa City, Dean of 
the College . of Commerce, State Uni i:rer
si ty of fo77a; Dr .A C. Trowbridge, Iowa 
City, State Geolo gist; Dr . Walter L. 
Bierring, ,·Des Moines, State Co mmission
er cf Heal th; · Miss Agnes SaT"JUelson, Des 
Moi-nes, State . SUperintendent of Public 
Instruction, e.nd George J.Keller, Des 
Moines; · State .Administrator, Works Prog
r e ss Administration. 

The new board held its first meeting 
June 23, and . reelected Dea n Kilde.e, as 
cha1rr.:ie.ri for his fourth consecutive 
year. , He has .been chairman since .organ
ization · of the unofficial Iowa State 
Planning Board in the spring of 1934 . 

. A .H. Wieters, sanitary eng ineer of 
the State Depart□ent of _ ·Heal th, was 
reelected secretary. R.H.Matson contin

,ues as director. Prof. P.H.Elwood, head 
of the Department of ·Landscape Archi-

. t l:l cture, Iowa State College, will con
tinue as consultant for Io ·,va for the 
National Resources Co□mitt ee . 

Gover.nor N.G . .K;raschel, who h a s shown 
great inte r est in the work of the State 
Planni ng Board, addressed the □eeting . 

He has since p rovid,ed the first allot
ment of sta te funds for the board's use 
to supplement WPA, aid--. . 

* * 
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B;\S]J'l 
Area Planning Board. Maps Pr.ogram for Immediate Action; 

Asks State Ai-d to Get Projects Going · 

, s·i .x specific proposals for o.ction, Sta te Department of Heal th an off~er to 
nave, 'been submitted by'. · t:ie : Chari1:,on esta,blish .a ,district public health' pro
P,ive r Ba sin Pla nning Board to t h e Iowa gr am i n t h i 9 area, , wi.th the servi~e s of 
St~te Plannirfg Board, in t h e i;i:::-c0unty a sanHa~, engineer nnd a public ·b'.ealth 
area demonstration project being u nder- nu.r s .::i p:rovt ,;.·~d. t h r ou gh funds to be ob
taken . The 'proposals were c<mt!l:i ned in taim:.c:. t ;r t :10:· Dopartment of Heal th from 
T-esol utions ado11ted by the nrea organ- · • fe6.e ':al s V J.1 ce s. 
ization early in June, and presented to Ttc p r orJqno.l is being di s cussed with 
the State Planning Board:±>at its meeting repres<.:'n~::d:~.ve s l)f the six counties,and 
June 23. . if ap~)r 'JV ~Jd ·u;s/ t h e c·:mnties will proba.-

The proposals ar ·e: bly be i nen z:c1.:t·o. t ed at once. 
1. That the Soil Conservation Ser- Anr101.:n~er:1 ent 0f the heal th program 

vice be r equested to establish a water'"" came s:1 i:ni.;1 taneously with tri.e release of 
shed demonstrational area along the a repo:.·t by the Iov,a State Planning 
Chari ton basin, with a program for· soil Board conta ining results of a public 
an~ moisture conservation. The proposal health r esources survey made in this 
also contenplates the assigment of a and other s ections of the state u,nder a 
soil conservationist f'or each county WP.A project. 
and location of one or more experiment-' Further organization activities have 
al farr:1s within the area. been re:i,)Orted by Sam V. Carpenter ,-chair-

, 2. That the Iowa Geological Survey man of the basin planni,ng board. Com
. make such exanlinations as are necessary ni ~tee. personnel ·1s be'ing selected for 

to locate suitable natural deposits of vario~s ·study · projects which are now 
agricultural and ' structural limestone contemplated and expected to get under 
necessar;;; in the '•· ·furtherance of·· soil way during the coming m,Jnths. 
and water conservation. Temporary offices for the Chariton 

3. That the Agricultural Adjustment River Basin Planning Board are being 
Administration be requested to include established in the office of the Assoc
th e Chariton basin demonstrational area iation of Col!ll!lerce at Centerville. 
in 4ts 1937 aerial ma11ping progran. * * * * * 

4. That the Resettlement Admini stra- An 11 Orchid11 from The Register 
tion be requested to establish a demon- 11 To themembers of the first official 
stra tion :project •,11 thin the area, and state planning body, The R8 gister wishes 
that . facil'i ties of the standard loap complete . success. They a.nd the state ad
pro gram be extended. ministration wfilbe rendering invaluable 

5. That the 'Iowa Agricultural Exten- service to Iqwa by sticking to their de
sion Service be requested to place a termination tobe a fact-finding and not 
home dem0nstration agent in ea ch county a policy-determining body, by carefully 
in the area. refraining froM short-sighted political 

6. .That the U. S.Department of Agri- consideration at the cost 'of reducing 
culture, the Iowa Agricultural Experi- honestly acquired prestige,'and finally, 
ment Station and the Iowa Agricultural by being everlastingly sensitive to the 
Extension Service he requested to under- 'rTish for better communities and better 
take a. soil · surv.ey and examination in lives on the part of the people · of Iowa 
Lucas cou!lty. t:t.:.ernselves. 11--Excerpt from editorial in 

Previous to the adopti0n of these the Des Moines Sunday Register.June 27. 
project proposals, there cane fron the * * * * * 

/' 
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of trees, ly planned. It is such as these that 
2;suggestions have been '. r.iade for the malce fora better and more abundant life 

improvement of the city park·, and fot: . for the '• people . who inhabit the towns 
the improvement and cleaning up of ,the .and the surrounding communities. 
east . bank of the Ro.<¥. Jt:i,yer ,;;vl'ii\;i{"di~ · · · PlannJng in Rock Rapids as a oeans. 
vides the city. · · ·'' .. ' ') .1 • · ': ·for 9i vie ·improvement is meeting with 

3. Suggestions and reco.r;unerid,~tions approval o_n t_he part of our citizens. 
have been mad~, pertaining to :the· ·removal The city . ·council and mayor e:re cooper
of nuisances a,na, ,ui).sightly:° 1:a.ppearances a.t'ing . w'i th 'the Corm!li ttee in this :move
wi thin the ·cor;por.ate( 'i_ir!).its.'' · . . !!lent, .. ,a.rid have '. macle ·available the . s~:r-

4. RecoI!U'Oendatiqns ;' have · 
1 
bee-ri made vices' of the 'Ci t-yengineer for any . tec~

wi th ref,erence . t9. _prqni_ng ··and ,piant1ng nical . engineering services or advice,. 
of trees'. .: , ... · . ··:; , ; ,~ ... :_.'. . · .. · • .. ... : We real~ze . that we are new in this ,pro.-:-

5., At pres~i;it .~~e;re · is under · consid- gram of -planning, · · but .we .are · looking 
.e1;ation. the 1.ocahon o_f ~ 'iob°ally o'i7ried •·forward. to better thin.gs ·forRock ·Ra:p .ids. 
golf . course. . . .. . . . . · : . . . . * * • * ·· * · 

Entire' Cointy +ntJrested i .. -. _ .. _____ , , " · .. 

I· ·. ~. D I -T O · R I A ~-- J . .. . Rock Rap.ids .. ,is.' the ' county seat and 
. central trad.:i.ng '·;po_int qf 1tyon couiliy • 

. It has about 2,300 inh~bitarits·:· · During There , a.re u.hdoub-tedly r.iany cities 

. each year·, nU!Jl,eI'o\ls . ineeting~:' iri.d con- · and ·counties which do . not feel the need 
ventions are held here, . as weli ' ,;1s the for:· a-· planning l)r0gram.· · ·:: _; 
Lyon ,County . Fair~ . , l'he. entir·e · · ·cou:rity ' . ·Tne ' citizens and public officers· 0f 
with : its pop,~~tion .. of approximately -~or.re pa.rtieular ·· comnunity mey think 
15,000 has .· ,~n ~nterest. in Rock Rapids tha.t · they possess all the finest , that a 
to the extent : that the. 'j;,eople of' the · community , needs. They have beautiful 
county frequentli .· visit . 'their coulity parks,'· wide street-s, . the · best .soi:l in 
·seat both for bu,sin~:ss and plea._si.l.rt. °the _wo.rld, no Efrosion prnblems, no soc
. It is true .that every 9'ity a:nd ·.town ·· folo•gica.i, he;al·th or hou:sing problens. 
f ,aces . prqblems "_of ,pla,nri.ing : sil".lii&i ;to And' hence, they conclude, "we do not 
,those. of ~ock'. Rap:ids; .. arid it occurs to need a planning proeram. II 
·this writer · that all .dties anct towns · · But" without planning; -what·· assurance 
can well a.f'.fo~d to spend inore :time on have .: ·t ·hey · 'that they: can keep •and pass 

. the prqpos:i_tion ·or: pla.nntng for the :fu- . on tb their children · those valuable as-
tm;e. At l!;last, :i. t does not . interr'~re sets of which they now boast? • 
with pro~ess , to have some bird I s"7eye . · Wha:t do they know ·of the future? How 
view of what you are _going to do with . are thEiy ' ·protecting their . resources 
reference .to definite i.mpro·vel".lehts of a against exploitation and d~pletion?What 
public nature which, no : d~up~, are going ·; do they ·k'11ow about po ssi bl e shifts in 
to · come at soTI)e. time :i.ri. the future. ' ~h·,r~:r ;popuiation, or the po ssi biii ty of 

. Col!lr:lun~.ty. A~se~~ ~: . , : a n~w · type of :,epulation cor.iing in · with 
Publicly own.ed , prqJects and bth~rs · some new industry? How are they looking 

spons.oreq. . by . the: .. co□mu~Hy,' · ·such as .aheaa ' to meet· future problems? '· 
parks, play,grou.iid.s., . ~wir.ri:ling pools, band . '. .·: ft would seem that a ' good l .ook at 
pav_il~Oil.S; lll~I).\lif~nts.,b9u.le,:vard,$/ zoning, : ~ome othe~ area whi'ch;too·;once wa.s rich 

.parking .faci11tie·s, · a.Tu;i.temeht · cf nui- · in natural resources and col!ll!luni'ty as-
~ ' • • • . . • • ,; • • I ! } I , • > •, • ' , • • 

. , sance~, public peettng_ p1,aces, · ar·e 'all · sets; ·.: but· because of the lack of fore-
ass'ets: . fo a. coomµni tY: 'thit ~ve tlYeir· thought · and planning is now struggling 

. t .Yalu,e '.and pl9:ce. ~~-~i _'iire~ th'i;ig,s:'·'tr.at to save what little remains of its for
·. na,.k:e . better cities aha.' tovms and give mer wealth,'• would ·awaken some cornmuni

: ... _these comnv.nit~e~, . ' the'f.r .. i',i rm~riehf ;and· ·· tie·s to their own need for planning • 
. -end1ifing va?--µe·s .• J~h~r .;:_~~~'<\_be ~~?per~ . :· '· . * • * ~, * .. 

,. 
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}JELD 
~une Di scussion ·Meetings Give Great Impetus tq Pl~nning 

· Mov:ement Throughout ·North Iowa· 
.• . i ' ,. ' -

,', • 

• 
11 ~~ · '.9ap se .of . cons ervation and plan-··:· gram · w~r ~ the tal_ks made by persons . no.t 

n1ng .1.n, :North .~owa moved.; forward -a long -·-associated 'vyi th sta te or f edera l gov
strid~ ::bi :virt~ ~ of ·thi-s: :conference . 11 " • •:ernm·ental orga niza tion, and the- discu·s-

Thu,s did Edito;r W .. :E;arl ,:Hall express · sions which followed t hese t a l k s . . Pa r- ,· 
his' .?Pinion of t p.e_ ~odn.eas.t Io•na Con- ticipe.ting were _Father . Wolfe , Meyor 
f e re'nce on Planni ng held ,in M~son· City ; · .. Ralph :a. ·s1 ippy of Wa terloo, Dr .. . I. H. 
June 25, in an edi torial . a.p_peer.il"..g in Har·t,president .. of _t h e Cedar Fall•s Cham-. 
the M.a so~ Ci1o'; Glo1Je'."'G~zette the follow- · ber of Commerce; _Mr ~Robert E."°be rtson, 
ing_ d~Y• . He stc1tedd '~ther_: · , . · Cerro Gordo County· engineer;Editol' ·Hall, 

:'Throu?h _phe , ert.ire conference . wa s who is president of the Iowa Sta te Saf-
this 9.ne f ~ q?JI!enta l thread: · ··, .. ;- • • .- ety Council, cl.µd Dwight G.McCarty of 

11·Natur~l ·r eso-µrc e s -.are · gi.ven . to man . -Emmetsburg ,· well. ''k nown north I 0 wa l aw
for his u i e, -~9,t . fqr -his destruction; 11 •. y er a nd authority on legal phases of 

Q;iiote$ Fa ther Wolfe ·, , : -pla~ing . , . . . 
Gtuoting from t :t:i9 . -, t ~lk . made by . the·' . Four Radio Programs 

Right Rev. Monsignor J. M. Wolfe, Chair.:: · One pa :i-ticuia'.rly · notabl e .. co ntribu-
man of the Dubuqlle ._Ci tY:. flanning .. Co.ni--: tion to the '·success of the Me. s.o n City 
mi s sion,' M.r<.Hall ";Vr ,i ,t .e : . -- ·confer enc e was the: 't1me given ori behalf 

"Monsig'npr . WolJ e ·d€y.elope:d this idea· of the conference by Radio Sta tion KGLO, 
in a cons_pi'ci ously e:ffecti ve way_. The o·.med· and oper~ted qr the Gloqe- Ga z~tt e . 
com i ng generatio n s have_: t h e . same ·clai~ Da ily mention c£ the confe r enc e .was ,.made 
upon na ture _ that ,1e ~v~. _Ther e 's a :over ·t he air. · 
duty upqn us to l eave the '.iVOrld a s good Four special r a diq : p~ogr ams wer :~: de
if not a little bett er than we found it!' voted··· to the confe r encf,l · dur ing ,e i ght 

Referri~g to t he talk . ey Prof'. P : :- H . . days . . · Firs t was t h e a c1,dr e.s;i .'..t~f . Mayor . 
Elwood, _National Resources .- . Co mmittee Leo A. · Davey 'of Mo son City, wii.o . ex~ end
consul t al}t .. for I 0 wa , Mr. Hal-I ·.,,rote: e d his p ersonai and official · i nvi ta-: 

;?urpo.~e of '. Planni:ng tion to ·the _ _ peq.ple of North 10 wa to· • 
11And ,planning ,. : as Prof. Elwood ' ·so att ena:. Next came a discuss ion of .t he'. 

impres s ively· p.oini ea out, is i ritefpretL · -conf er ence program ·by Mey-or A.:S ~PhiU::ip.s . . 
ing and ,applying this principle• in a ,!-of Clear. L~~ .• who; .s e rved as chai rman :Cf 
practical cornmo n~ens_e ·:•:way. 11 · t h e afte rnoon progr am . This wa s folJowed -. . ' 

Two such ; c9nfe r e:nc~s w.erL" hel d. dur- q,ran explan·at i ori .of ·t he purpos.es of ;tb._e,-. 
_ing June. The ,one a t Ma so n City was s~x planmn.gconfere nc es ) vhi ch ·nave_ b.e.en 

· sponsored jointly . by the city · ad.m i nis- held in Io'wa during .t h e p?-st 15 !!!Ont;b. s, 
trntion and the Iowa Conferenc e on Plan- pre sented the nigh t . before by Floyd H. · 
n i ng . The latter · organiza tion wa $ the Corliss; · fi 'eld ·· s e cretary,. of t h e Iowa 
spons or of , a · ,Northwest Iowa Pla nning- · State Planning :Soard . . Finall y, .on t he 
Institute , held .just a week earli e r, at :' evening; ti f t he conf er enc e dey t here i,;ra s 
Gull Poi nt · Sta te ;Park on West Okoboji · 'pr esent ed a 15-mi~ute .-int er;v i q v_ with 
Lake. Prof. Elwood conduc.t eci by Mr.Herbert ·T •. · • · 

In succeeding issue s of . Iowa Plan- -:B a rclay, city, manager of M:i son City .. : 
ning News wHl app ea r more de t a iled r e- ·' •Both t he June . _p j.a nni ng confer@ ces ., · 
ports of ._talks- m'.3--de a t °Q'oth. - the-se con- contributed P.iuch towar d t he ·a ch i evement ·_ · 
f e r enc es ·. of t he objec tive · C>f all educa t io nal 

Significant of t h e Me son City pro- efforts of local a nd state p l a nning 
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groups --- to stimulate thought whi ch 
will in turn produce action for , the 
adoption of planning in each communi ty, 

CHARITON BAS IN HEALTH 
REPOR'l.1 IS SUED 

and county. Public health resources of the six 
Through planning each town and ·county counties of the Chariton River Basin in 

may find the means for conserving nat- · Iowa are summarized in a partial and 
ural and physical resources, for "the preliminary report of a otate-wide sur- ...,. 
solution of long-standing social· and vey made by the Iowa State Planning 
econcmic problems, and for making each Board in cooperation with the State 
of . these coI!lI!lunitics better places in · Department of Health . The six counties 
which to live. .. are Appanoos e , Clarke, Decatur, Lucas, 

These and other conferences have Monroe and Wayne. 
added new converts to the school of "Looming large in the balanced de-

. thought that r ecognizes value and use velopment of a:ny region is the develop
in planning for the future welfe re of a ment of an ade-quate program for public 
nation and a people. heal t h , 11 it is stated in the foreword 

* * * * * to this report. 11 Each year sees unhap
FOUR IOWA RIVERS ADDED ' TO 

FLOOD CONTROL BILL 

Under provisions of a bill (HR-7646) 
introduced in Congress late in Jun,e.~ 
f our additional Iowa river basins would 
become , eligible for further s0il ero
sion and f\ood control study by the 
Corps of Eng1neers and the Soil Conser
vation Service. 

The proposed studies would be under
taken under _authority of the Omnibus 
Flood Control Act of 1936. Under the 
original act, only the Weldon and Fabius 
rivers in I0 wa were eligible for study. 
In the event of passage of t he present 
bill, eligibility would be ·extended to 
include the Chariton, Floyd, . Inwa-Cedar 
and Little Sioux rivers. 

Approximately 18,000 square miles of 
Iowa river drainage basin area would 
thus be covered in these studies. 
Previous reports on these streams 
made by the Corps of Engineers covered 
only four phases, -- flood control, nav
i gation, irrigation and water power-~
without giving gufficient emphasis to 
the soil conservation aspects of water 
control. 

The new surveys will, if undertake~ 
remedy this omission and will result in 
more compreh ensive planning for flood 
control and soil conservation than has 
heretofore be en possible. 

**. * * * 

piness, wretchedness, · econ,.,mic loss and 
death resulting from disease, accident 
and ignorance which could have been 
prevented by an adequate public health 
progran. 

· 11 To show the people of t he six coun
ties comprising the Chariton River Basin 
in Iowa jus t what health condi tions are 
in thi s region, to show the reflection 
of thi s condition in the present public 
health program, and to indicate some 
practical steps which may be undertaken . 
now to irrprove the situation are the 
purvoses of this report. 11 

The state-wide survey was nearly 
completed in June. A report is to be 
prepared covering the entire state in 
much the same manner as the six-county~ 
report. Copies of the Chariton Basin 
report have been prepared for free dis
tribution within the six counties above 
enumerated. The price elsewhere will be 
25¢ Fer copy. Address the Iowa State 
Planning Board, Des Moines. 

Current Issue Deleyed 
This ,.issue of Iowa Planning News has 

been unavoidably delayed in publication 
because of the belated arrival of paper 
from the nanufacturer. A strike was the 
cause of the delay in shipment, it was 
stated. It is expected that the July 
number will appear at the usual time . We 
beg the forebearance of our r eaders . 

* * * * * 
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