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IOWA'S FATAL AC

],)f‘\Jf‘J ANALYZED

State Planning Board Survqy Studies Causes and
Circumstances Back of 1936 Death Toll

Basic analysis of factors involved
in fatal highway accidents in Iowa dur-
ing 1935 hes been completed under a re-
search project undertaken last fall by
the Iowa State Planning Board in cooper-
ation with the State

cident which occurred, Dbetween age and

manner of driving, between age and
physical or mental condition of the
driver.

It also will chow the correlation be-

Motor Vehicle Depart- |
ment and the Works Prog—
ress Administration.

The- Parpoes of Fne cidents described in the ac-
study is to determine coltaibine artiats
more fully the 'role RpAny Lng  gerd.

rlayed by each facter
invo;ved in fatal auto-
mobile acecidents, whether

COVER DESIGN

In connecticn with
survey of highway traffic ac-

map has been prepared showing
the location and type of each
fatal accident

tween types of vehicles
involved in accidents,
-their operating condi-
tion, and such factors
as. type of accident,
condition of road,visi-
bility, etc.
Relationships  will
be sought between type
of accident and physical

the

a "spot"

in Iowa in

related to engineering, 19}6..The Sovee | WEILEA .Of or mental condition of
: this issue of Iowa Planning - /
education or enforce- X driver, between traffic
: News shows the location by e :
ment, as an aid in the : law violations and re-
; couvnties of fatal accidents ShL
establishment of more | [ ; sultant police action
in Isgwa 1last year, symbols ;
effective safeguards on |-, .. s ¢ . and court action.
indicating two major types : g
the highways. . 8L All possible combi-
, of accidents, with all other b At
What 1is expected to Bans {hwabed T 3 SEiEa nations of any signifi-
be the most  valuable stbbl v cance will .be studied.
result of the survey | ; - breaeking down as far as

|

will be the information
obtained from cross-tabulation of acci-~
dent factors in significant combina-
tions. The basic data now completed for
1936 are to be subjected to this cross-
tabulation.

For instance,the dross-tabulation is
expected to show the relaticnship be-
tween age of the driver and kind of ac-

possible the stories of
Iowa's fatal accidents into combina~
tions of details, with the hope thereby
of casting new light upon actual causes
of accidents. _ :

The automobile in itself is incap-
able of inflicting either grevious bod-
ily harm or demage to property. It be-
comes an instrument of destruction only
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when under human guidance or control Gr
lack of control while in human hands).
Every single movement of an automobile
is motivated by impulses frum the person
behind the wheel.

Is 1t not logical, therefore, that
the forces directly or indirectly act-
ing upen the individual operating the
motor vehicle be analyzed ta determine
the causes of accidents?

It can be argued that the individual
is not personally responsible for a
dangerous condition of the roadway, or
for the existence of scme cther hazard.
But there is nc argument against the

premise that hcw te individual operates’

how motor vehicle while facing these
hazards is a matter under his control.

Accident data -have been obtained
frem Moter Vehicle Department records,
local police records, newspaper reports
and other scurces. The truth abcut what
happens in an automobile accident is

30 151G Lo R TR e R S S 17

giflo »Swiped . T " S, s 2e

Not Stated . & e 6
Vehicle Colliding w1th -

Pedestrians . . . TGl 155

St i O B SRR R e i 4

Fixed Objeets '« ' Wil @ o, 35
Miscellanenus —-

o Colligion® & L wiesw & B, 80

1 TG 0 s PR A RO VS o S S 3

*The "No Collisgion" would include acci-—
dents inwhich drivers lost control over
their cars, resulting in overturning in
ditches, and similar situaticns.
Types of Vehicles
Types of vehicles invnlved in acci-
dents also have considerable bearing on
what happens on the highways. The fol-
lowing vehicle types were involved in
fatal accidents during 1936

Passenger Cars . . . e
Lilght Traeks” o'l -n 5L e e 15
Heavy Trucks . ... . . . . . . 111

{

i | DEATH  RIDES

THE  HIGHWAY

not always easily ascertalned due to

excitement and other factors resulting :

in crnfllctlng reports /

The Iowa State Planning Becard pre-
sents herewith some of the basic infor-
mation now compiled for fatal accidents
in Inwa during the calendar year 1936.

During last year, 508 persnns were
killed . in U5U4 accidents on the public
highways of Isva.. In thosc same acci-
dents, 550 other perscns. suffered in-
Juries of varying degrees. Also in
those same accidents 496 motrr vehicles
were damaged, many of them wrecked.

Types of Accldents

The types cf acc1dents in which per-
scns 1Qst their lives on I.wa highways
in 1936 were as follows:

Vehicle Colliding with Vehicle --
On'an Angle . . . . . . '« 4 « & 81

Head—on § e B Sy S By ~=

Note: Figures in ° the tables in this

article refer either tc number cf fatal.
accidents, or to number of perscns in-

volved, as the case may be.

in 283 accidents. Ir
_the following was ascertained:

Plosen . ! .~
Street Cars
Railroed Trains .
Motcrcycles .
g Bloyeles | el .
Animal-@rawn Vehlcles ]
A1l Others & .~ g
Condition of Drlvers
Condition of drivers in accidents is

a very essential factor in determining

causes of accidents, but at the same
time is & very elusive one when it comes
to ascertaining the truth. In the fatal
accidents of 1936, the records obtained
failed to show the conditicn eof drivers
In the rest, however,

Rormal o o o0 505 A, N aiikakBe
Agleep . . Sophl S LT 7
Had Been Drlnklng SO BN S T 27
Physical Defects v . 0 . ol 6
~ Confused by Trofflc = S 18
Vie# Obstructed . .. o & h i 17
' Blinded by Headlights . . . . . 21
Other Conditicns . .. &9

Closely allied with the Cﬂndltl”n of

OMWN 0 kO- g NI

£~
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drivers in accidents is another factor - Others a e ST : o4
designated as "improper driving.!" This No Informatlon fel oy . 5
factor, however, seems to have been *These involved dlsregard for traffic
less elusive and hence a better record signals(with one exception),crossing on

was obtained. The following indicates
types of improper driving noted in fatal
accidents in 1936:

a diagonal, crossing where there was no
traffic signal, with the factors invol-
ved in 2U cases not ascertained.

Speeding avslisgs oo 53 Condition of Pedestrians
Hocklegs DPIVIRE 4w - wrbin b 15 Condition of pedestrians killed in
On Wrong Side of Road . i 49 accidents last year was recorded as
F¥iolated nght—of—way Rules . 9 follows:
Lost Control . g7 R T I RS VP S PR L 1
Cutting In . B Had Been Drlnklng ; 13
Pagsing on Curve 2 Attention Diverted P 245
Passing on Hill 5 - Confused Wy Treffie . . ' u.. . 23
Passing on Wrong Side . 1 View Obstructed . o K FL
Failure to Signal,Wrong Slgnal 2 Physical Defects  « « v o v . . 2
Failure to Stop at "Stop" Sign. 31 Alleged Gsrelessness e e 35
Car Loose Without Driver” . 2 Other «Conditighg- . v shwupred & o 9
Hit-run Drivers . i 18 Hok [Stated, (. . v WAL S 56
Following Too Closely . & Age of driver is often an important
& V/ f r\/C o\
WAS KILLED N EVER

SOMESODY
ONE

R
i JQ\\J\U

ek

-

JDENTS

Disregarded Officer or Signal . 74
Impropsr Parking . .ous i s L
Too Wide Right Turn . . o s 2
Cut <Sorner on Left Turn . . . . 3
Combinations of Above . T4
Other Improper Driving a7
Not Stated . 82

Pedestrlan Fata11t1es

Pedestrians killed in traffic acci-
dents often lose their lives because of
carelessness or other diesregard for
traffic rules.What pedestrians who were
killed in 1936 were decing forms another
interesting phase & the causes of high-
wey fatalities. They were noted as fol-
lows: h¥:

Crossing Intersections* . 36

Crossing Road Not at Intersection @28

Playing,Skating,etc.in Koadway . 19
Walking in Roadway . . . . . . 33
At Work in Roodwey  wis.n + + . g
Coming out from Between

Parked Cers . . . 8
Getting on or off Other Vehlcle N 5

TE@

factor in safety on the highways.

age range of drivers in fatel accidents

occurring in Iowa in 1936, including

both sexes, was as follows:
v bl o e il
o A a1, bt e W o B ¢
16 to 19 TS
20 to 25 123
26 to 3 . . 102
R AR S e
B30 WL L o i b e 67
55 to AU heRe R A i e Ty 37
ST TN T et i sl o7
Not Ascertainable . 135

Not Ascertainable as to Elthtr

Sex or Age* . . . ‘ i 3

*For example, hit-run drlvers

Victim Age Groups
Another interesting - and sometimes
pathetic - view 'of highway fatalities
lies in the study o the ages of persons
killed and injured. The following shows
the age groups, both male and felame,of
both ‘pedestrians and vehicle passengers
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BY DAYS OF MONTHS

' The data compiled in the survey show
the above informztion broken down into
age groups by
pedestrians and passengers.

Considering rural vs. urban loca-~
tions as factors in the traffic hazard
picture, the following shows the com-
parison for 1936, with fatal accidents
occurring as indicated:

In Cities and Towns .
In Open Country .

168 - 37%
286 - 63%

"back of many accidents.

sex, and separately for

1936
g e fads | &g | o | » [P JOI®
Sle |4 5|82 213818283
sun || 51 |% [7 |69 [8 P4 9|57 (4|79
Mon || % |1 |6 16 |5 (4 |8 |6 (3|5 (|5 |25 _
Tues P Wy W T “,2' 3 7 T 8 3 8 T 53
Wed ‘|l 2 |1 (215 11 2 |7 |6 pols |4 |A] 54
Thurs|| 10 | 4 {U4 {1 11 1o |5 49 |u]lln
Fri 6 } 1 2 e e 1h 19 o' PP | 716 562
i HE . { " & : g
sat ol2 {6 |9]6 8|3 |8 4|8 |6 0|8
 pomize N o ‘ . ]
Total|l 29 !10 g 56 32 |31 Iyg__ﬁl 51 150 {45 138 |Lsh
killed in accidents in Iogwa in 193A: .‘ Physical Charabteristics
R BB G 11 Physical characteristics d the sites
50 1N . ohae 4 42 of sccidents are believed to have much
15 to 2U ' .92 . bearing on the hazards of the highways.
25 to 6U 269 TFatzl accidents in 1936 occurred in the
6% and :over . 8l following types of locations:
Not Ascertainable Bt At Intersections . . A 111
Total Killed 508 On Straight-away . 23
‘The same story as regards those who . On Curves . . . . . « « . oo 27
were injured but lived, in the same ac- On Sharp Turns . . . . . . . "% - A
cidents in which " the above 508 lost ° At Railroad Crossings - . j 39
their lives, follows: At Bridges or Overpasses . . . 20
O to 4 . 11 At Tunnels or Underpasses . Sl
5 to 14 . _ 39  On Hills . ok b 42
15 to 24 104 Combination of Above . 43
25 to €4 e M 124 Mlscellaneous : 8
DR BAL OVER v T 4 e v ke B " *Types of Roadway
Not Ascertainable . 221 . Types of roadway coupled with condi-
Totel Injured . 550 tion of the surface are known factors

The following
roadway types were noted in the fatal

eccidents of 1936:

On Dirt Road,Untreated Surface . 2
Orn Gravel or Stone . . . . .« & 88
On Pavement 320
Not Stated . 14

Control Systems

Traffic control systems are not al-
ways a certain safeguard against acci-
dent, although their effectiveness in
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At ean o

warning motorists cfdanger and prevent-
ing accidents is above question, It was
interesting to note that no fatal acci-
dents occurred last year at railroad
crossings where crossing gates were in
operaticn. But other traffic control
systems were in effect in the following
~ fatal accidents:

Officer or Watchman on Duty . . . 2

Automdtic Signal Working . . . . @
. "Stop" Signs in Place . " 20
~ flarning Signs: "Slow",etc. . . . U6
_ Control Not Functlonlng T A 1

Weather and Light

Weather conditionsalways are a known
Weather and:

factor in traffic hazards.
light conditions in fatal
© 1936 were noted as follows:

accidents in

Clear . . . 180
Clondy ' v.v s 28
Fog or Mist . 15
Raining . 16
Snowing . 11
Deylight ) 200
Dusk ox Semisdarkness . e 34
Dark - Street Lights Burning . 2
Dark - Street Lights Out . . . 1
Dark - No Informetion on Lights 202
Not Stated , 215

As indicated, flgures given in these
tables are for 1936 only. The accident
‘survey will eventually include the same
information over a period of five years,
11932 to 1936,

: * % k *k X
New Land Use Reports

‘Two new reports have been added dur-
ing the past few days to the series of
published reports on urban land use in
~Iowa cities. The new volumes cover the
cities of Marshalltown and Keokuk.These
studies have been made by the Iowa Smte
Planning Board under & Works FProgress
Administration project, in cooperation
with local administrations or planning
commissions as demonstrations of land
use surveys preliminary to city plan-

ning and zoning activities by each mun~
have now been pub-.

icipality. ZReports
lished for Webster City, Sioux City,
Muscatine, Burlingtcn, Marshalltown and
Keokuk. Copies for all but Webster City
and Sioux City are available at 50¢
each. #ddress the Iowa State Planning
Board, Des Moines.

y Iowa Plannlng,Ners

————

.tecture,

Page H
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NEW MEMBERS WELCOMED BY
IOWA STATE PLANNING BQARD

The Iowa State Planning Board this
month welcomed into its membership four
new persons under the reorganization of
personnel as provided by the act passed
by the U7th General Assembly establish-
ing the State Planning Board as an of-
ficial branch of state govermment.

New members of the board are: Dr. F.
J.Colby, Forest City, representative of
the Iowa State Conservaticn Commission;
Irving H.Knudson, Ellsworth, represent-
ative of the Iowa Highway Commission;
Otto S.Muntz, Des Moines, chairman of
the Greater Iowa Commission, and Edwin
P. Chase, ®ditor of the Atlantic News-
Telegraph.

Members of the former board who were
retained by reason of their office or
continued by organization or Governor's
appointment are: H.H.Kildee, Ames, Dean
of Agriculture, Icwa State College;
Chester A. Phillips, Iowa City, Dean of
the College of Commerce, State Univer-
sity of Towa; Dr.A C. Trowbridge, Iowa
City, State Geologist; Dr.Walter L.
Bierring, Des Moines, State Commission-
er of Health; Miss Agnes Samuelson, Des

Moines, State  Superintendent of Pyblic
Instruction, end George J.Keller, Des
Moines;- State Administrator,Works Prog-

ress Administration.

The new board held its first meetlng
June 2%, and .reelected Dean Kildee as
chairmen for his fourth consecutive
year. He has been chairman since .organ-
ization - of the.  unofficial Iowa State
Planning Board in the spring of 1934,

A.H., Wieters, sanitary engineer of
the State Department of ‘Health, was
reelected secretary. R.H.Matson.contin-

ues as director. Prof. P.H.Elwood, head

of the Department of Landscape Archi-
Iowa State College, will con-
timie as consultant for Iowa for the
National Rescurces Committee.

. Governor N.G.Kraschel, who has shown
great interest in the work of the State
Planning Board, addressed the meeting.
He has since provided the first allot-
ment of state funds for the board's use
to supplement WPA:aid.

* ok ok kN
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Area Planning Board Maps Program for Immediate Action;

Acgks State Aid to

. Six specific proposals for actiom
have been submitted by the: Chariton
River Basin Planning Board to the Iowa
State Planning Board, in the §irm-county
area demonstration project being under-
taken. The proposals were contaired in
,.Tesolutions adopted by the area
ization early in June, and presented to
the State Planning Board® at its muetlng
June 23.

The proposals are:

1. That the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice be requested to establish a water~
shed demcnstrational area along the
Chariton basin, with a program for soil
and moisture conservaticn. The proposal
also contemplates the assigmment of a
soil conservationist for each county
and location of one or more exper1ment~
al farms within the area.

2. That the Iowa Geological Survay
" make such examinations as are necessary
to locate suitable natural deposits of
agricultural and‘’ structural limestons
necessary in the' furtherance of-soil
and water conservation.

3. That the Agricultural Adjustment
Administration Dbe requested to include
the Chariton basin demonstrational area
in 4ts 1937 aerial mapping progran.

4. That the Resettlement Administra-
tion be requested to establish a2 demon~
stration project within the area, and
that facilities of the standard loan
program be extended.

5. That the Iowa Agricul tural Exten-
sion Service be requested +to place a
home demonstration agent in each county
in the area.

6. That the U,S.Department of Agri—
culture, the Iowa Agricultural Experi-
ment Station and the Iowa Agricultural
Extension Service be requested to under-

take a soil survey and examination in
Lucas county.
Previous to the adoption of these

project proposals, there came from the

organ~ -

Get Projects Going

State Department of Health an offer to
establish a district public health’ pro-
gram in this arca, with the serviges of
a sanitary engineer and a public health

muras providsd through funds to be ob-
tained Yy the Department of Health from
fedemal scurces.

The propasol is being discussed with
represcntatives of the six counties,and
if approvad Uy the counties will proba~
bly be iaemsurated at once.

Announcenent of the health program
came simultaneously with the release of
a report by the Iowa State Planning
Board containing results of a public
health resources survey made in thig
and other sections of the state under a
WPA project. ‘

Further organization activities have

- been reported by Sam V.Carpenter,chair-

man of the bagin planning board. Com—
mittee personnel is being selected for
various study projects which are now
contemplated and expected to get under
way during the coming months.

Temporary offices for the Chariton
River Basin Planning Board are being
established in the office of the Assoc-
iation of Commerce at Centerville.

* % ¥ ¥ Xk
An "Orchid" from The Register

"To themembers of the first official
state planning body,The Register wishes
conplete success.They and the state ad-
ministration wilbe rendering invaluable
service tolowa by sticking to their de-
termination to be a fact-finding and not
a policy-determining body, by carefully
refraining from short-sighted political
consideration at the cost of reducing
honestly acquired prestige,and finally,
by being everlastingly sensitive to the
wish for better communities and better
lives on the part of the people of Iowa
tkemselves."--Excerpt from editorial in

the Des Moines Sunday Register,June 27.
* Ok X ¥ X
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of trees,

2.Suggestions have been made for the
improvement of the city park, and for
the improvement and cleaning up of the

east Dbank of the Rock Rlver whlch d1-‘

vides the city.

3. Suggestions and recommendations
have been made pertaining to the removal
of nuisances and un51ght1y appearances
within the corporate limits.

4. Recormendations have been made
with reference. to prunlng ‘and planting
of trees.

5. At present there is under con51d-
eration, the location of a locally owned
g0l1f course.

; Entire County Interested i

Rock Rapids 1is the county seat and
central trading point of Lyon county.
It has about 2,300 inhabitants. ‘During

. each year, numerous meetings and con-
ventions are held here, as well as the
Lyon County = Fair. . The entlre
with its population of approximately
15,000 has . an interest in Rock Rapids
to the extent that the people of the
county frequently visit their ccunty
seat both for business and pleasunt.

It 1is true that every city and town
faces. problems of planning s1m11ar to
those of Rock Rapids, and it occurs to
this writer that all cities and towns
can well afford to spend more time on
the proposition of planning for the fu~
ture. At least, it does not interfere
with progress . to have some bird's-eye
view of what you are going to do with
reference to definite improvements of a
public nature which,no doubt, are going
to come at some time in the future.

: Comrmuni ty. Assets ‘

Publlcly owned, projects and others’
sponsored by .the community, such as
parks, playgrounds swimnming pools, band

.. pavilions,monuments, boulevards, zoning,

- parking fa0111tles,' abatement of mui--
. sances, publlc meetlny places, are all
assets to a conmunity. that have their"
_syvalue and place. These are’ thlngs that
- nake. better cities and towns and glve
. these communltles thelr permanent ‘and:

enduring values. They should be proper—

*cournty °

parks,

June 1937

ly planned. It is such as these that
make for a better and more abundant life
for the people who inhabit the towns

and the surrounding communities.

in Rock Rapids as a means
for civic improvement is meeting with
approval on the part of our citizens.
The city councll and mayor &re cooper-—
ating with the Committee in this move-

ment, ‘and have made ‘available the ser-
vices of the cityengineer for any tech-
nical engineering services or advice.
We realize that we are new in this pro-
gram of planning, but we .are -dlooking

" Planning

‘forward t:better things forRock Raplds.

Lok K ok k%

ED I’T OCRIAL

There are undoubtedly many cities

‘and counties which do not feel the need

for a planning progran.

The citizens and public offlcers of
‘gome particular community may think
that they possess all the finest: that a
community °needs. They have beautiful
wide streets, the best soil in
the world, no erosion problems, no soc-
iological, health or housing problems.

And hence, they conclude, "we do not
need a planning program." ]

But without planning, what assurance
have they that they can keep and pass
on to their children those valuable as-
sets of which they now boast?

' What do they know of the future? How
are they protecting their . resources
against exploitation and dépletion?What
do they ‘know about possible shifts in

. their- ‘population, or the p0551b111ty of

a new type of pepulation coming in with
some new industry? How are they looklng

:ahead to meet future problems?

"It would seem that a good look at

~some other area winich,too,once was rich

in' naturel resources and community as-
sets,” but because of the lack of fore-
thought and planning is now struggling
to save what little remains of its for-
mer wealth," would awaken some communi-

‘ties to their own need for planning.

* ok kK Ko
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CONFERENCES  HELD

June Discussion Meetings Give Great Impetus to Plannlng
Movcment mhroughout North Iowa ‘

"The cause of . conservatlon and plan~

ning .in North Iowa moved forward a long

stride.by virtue of this: conference."
Thus did Editor W. Earl Hall express
his opinion of the Northeast Iowa Con-

ference on Plannlng held in Mason City;:

June 25, 1in an editorial ‘appeering in

the Mason Ciy Globe-Gazette the follow-

ing day. He stated.. further::

“Through the entlre conference. was
this one fundamentel thread; -

"Naturel resources -are given to man
for his use, not for his destruction."

Quotes Father Wolfe

Quoting from the
Right Rev, Monsignor J.M.Wolfe,
man of the Dubuque City. Plannlng Com~
mission, Mr.Hall write: -

"Mons1gnor Wolfe developed this 1dea
in a consp101ously effective way. The
coming generations have;the_same'claia
upon nature that we have.
duty upon us to leave the world as good
if not a little better than we found it!

Referrlng to the talk by Prof..P.:H.
Elwood, DNational Resgources..Committee
consultant. for Iowa, Mr. Hall vrote'

Purpose of . Planning .

"And plannlng,; as Prof. Elwoocd 'so

impressively pointed out,

ing and applying - this pr1nc1ple in a-
practical commonsense way." ; '
Two such conferences were held dur-

ing June. The one at Mason City was
sponsored Jjointly by the city adminig-
trationand the Iowa Conference on Plan-
ning. The latter organization wes the
sponsor of a Northwest Iowa Plaming
Institute, held just a week earlier, at

Gull P01nt State Park on West Qkoboji-

Lake.

In succeedlng igsues of Iowa Plan-
ning News will appear more detailed re-
ports of talks made at both - these con-
ferences. ' ‘

Significant of the Mason City pro-

ety Council, and Dwight G.McCarty
~yer and authority

.talk  made by the"
Chair= -

There's a-

ig interpret--

State Planning Board.
‘evening of
presented a 15-minute

"gram were the talks made by persons not

‘assoc1ated with state or federal gov-

ernmental organization, and the discus-

sions which followed these talks.  Par-
ticipating were Father Wolfe, Mayor
Ralph B. Slippy of Waterloo, Dr. I. H.

Hart,president of the Cedar Falls Cham-.
ber of Commerce; Mr.Robert E.Robertson,
Cerro Gordo County engineer;Editor Hall,
who is president of the Iowa State Saf-
of
well "known north Ipwa law-
on legel phases of

Emmetsburg,

planning. e 5
**  Four Radioc Programs

One pafticulerly notable contribu-
tion to the ‘success of the M=zson City

-conference was the time given on behalf

of the conference by Radio Station KGLO,

owned and operated hy the Globe-Gazette.

Daily mention dof the conferencL was, made

‘over the air.

Four special radlo programs were de-
voted - to the conference durlng eight
days. - First was the address’of Mayor
Leo A. Davey of Moson City, Who_extend—

ed his personal and official -invita~
tion tc the people of North I wa to:
attend. Next came a discussion of the

conference program byMgror A.B.Phillips ..

-of Clear Lake,who, served as chairman cf
the afternocn program.This was followed ' . °

yan explanation of . the purposes of ;the
six planmngconferences which have been
held in Iowa during the past 15 months,
presented the night before by Floyd BEH.
Corliss, field secretary, of the Iowa
. Finglly, .on the
the conference day there was
interview. with .
Prof. Elwood conducted by Mr.Herbert T.
Barclay, city manager of Mnson City..
Both the June planning conferences
contributed much toward the achievement
of the objective ~ of all educational
efforts of local and state planning
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groups --- to stimulate thought which
will in turn produce action for the
adoption of planning in each community,
and county.

Through planning each town and county
may find the means Yor conserving nat-
ural and physical resources, for the
solution of long-standing sccial and
econcmic problems, and for making each
of these communitics better places in
which to live.

These and other conferences have
added new converts to the school of
‘thought that recognizes value and use
in planning for the future welfare of a
nation and a people.

* K K ok K
FOUR IOWA RIVERS ADDED' TO
FLOOD CONTROL BILL

Under provisions of a bill (HR-7646)
introduced
four additional Iowa river basins would
become  eligible for further snil ero-
sion and flood control study by the
Corps of Engineers and the Soil Conser-
vation Service. 3

The proposed studies would be under-
taken under authority of the Omnibus
Flood Control Act of 1936. Under the
original act,only the Weldon and Fabius
rivers in Iawa were eligible for study.
In the event of passage of the present
bill, eligibility woculd be extended teo
include the Chariton, Floyd, I,wa-Cedar
and Little Sioux rivers.

Approximately 18,000 square miles of
Iowa river drainage basin area would
thus be covered in thege studies.
Previcus reports on these streams
made by the Corps of Engineers covered
only four phases, —-- flood control, nav-
igation, irrigation and water power —--
without giving sufficient emphasis to
the so0il conservation aspects of water
control.,

The new surveys will, if undertaken
remedy this omission and will result in
more comprehensive planning for flood
control and soil conservation than has

heretofore been pessible.
¥ %k Kk ok ¥

in Congress late in June; .

CHARITON BASIN HEALTH
REPORT ISSUED

Public health resources of the six
counties of the Chariton River Basin in
Iowa are summarized in a partial and
preliminary report of a state-wide sur- =
vey made by the Iowa State Planning
Board in cooperation with the State
Department of Health. The six counties
are Appanoose, Clarke, Decatur, Lucas,
Monroe and Wayne.

"Looming large in the balanced de-
velopment of any region is the develop-
ment of an adequate program for public
health," it 1s stated in the foreword
to this report. "Each year sees unhap-
piness, wretchedness, econrmic loss and
death resulting from disease, accident
and 1ignorance which could have been
prevented by an adequate public health
progran.

"To show the people of the six coun-
ties comprising the Chariton River Basin
in Iowa Jjust what health conditions are
in this region, to show the reflection
of this condition in the present public
health program, and to indicate some
practical steps which may be undertaken
now to irprove the situaticn are the
purposes of this report."

The state-wide survey was nearly
completed in June. A report is to be
prepared covering the entire state in
much the same manner as the six—county'
report. Copies of the Chariton Basin
report have been prepared for free dis-
tribution within the six counties above
enumerated. The price elsewhere will be
25¢ per copy. Address the Iowa State
Planning Board, Des Moines.

X % Xk X *¥
Current Issue Delayed

This-issue of Iowa Planning News hasg
been unavoidably delayed in publication
because of the belated arrival of paper
from the mamufacturer. A strike was the
cause of the delgy in shipment, it was
stated. It 1is expected that the July
number will appear at the usval time.We

beg the forebearance of our readers.
X X ¥ K X
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