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GOLF 
Recr eation Planners xLecogni ze DemEind fo r Courses 

in Des i gnin~ Municipal Play Facilities 

By J . David. Ar mstrong , Super viso r 
Rec r eation Project 

Gol f , once t hollght of as r ich .man ' s 
game , now i s being p l ayed by hunclr eds 
of t housands of Amer icans . So popul a r 
has it become as a rnass recreation tr1a t 
it n ow command.s 2 defini_ t e p l ace i n : mu­
nicipal par k budr;e ts and other public 
re creati onal p r og r am s . 

Many g r oup s of citizens ast: t his 
quest i on : 11What can we do to ma°l<:e our 
communi ty mor e desi r a·bl e and enjoyable 
f or a ll? 11 Then t hey answe r t hei r .own 
quest i on in t his manner : 11 P eopl e long 
fo r happi ness cind a :nl a ce t o p l ay dur­
i n.g t he ir l eisur e t i me , · and well p l an­
n e d and or gan i zed i ndus t ry r equires 
space whe r e wo r ke r s ,,i l l ha\•e <1. chan ce 
to l i v e happi l y and impr ove t heir en­
v iron:!'lent · and. r a i se t hei r soci a l ruid 
phys i cal standards 11 • 

With a g r eat numbe r of you.'1.g people 
employed i n facto r ies And wo r kshops , t he 
quest i on of t he use of le i sur e hours , in 
winte r and summer , has been and is a 
con s t ant p r ob l em . As a par ti a l an swe r 
to t his probl em , the p r ovi sion of open 
spaces for . go l f courses has b een con­
s i de r ed .fo r many years . T}1e r e should 
·be no difficul t y in prcividine adequa te ­
l y f or spor t and p l ay fields, t hus mak­
ing communi t y cen t ce; rs a.vai l A.b l e for al l 

t ypes of r ecreat i on . 
The r e i s a p r oblem i n eve r y city to 

de t e r mine the bes t me1=1.ns oy whi ch all 
i tn r ecr ea.tional needs may oe met .The r e 
a r e t oo of t en fiif f e r ent opinions as to 
t h a facili ties t ha.t p r ope r ly belong in 
the r ecr ea t ional p r ogr an . May favor 
p l a.,vg r ouncts for children and t h i nk that 
t:--1 e city shoul d . spend all i ts money fo r 
t his one g r oup . 0 t h 0r s a r e e auD.l ly de ­
v oted t o bou l e 01a.r ds and p l easure drives, 
while still o t hers recoeni ze t he ialue 
of ~o l f as a r ec r eRt i on for a l l . 

Golf devotees have steppe r:!. fo r wa rd 
and ins t i gated the buildi ni:,: of many 
small but desi r ab l e golf courses tha t 
i nclude other fac i litie s such ::-cs swim­
ming pools , shuffl e bor-trd.s , croquet 
g r ouno..s , ho r seshoe c 1.1rts , e tc . Thus 
there i s se t up a recre11ti onal i nte r ·' s t 
t hA. t i s n.lmos t unli mi t ed i n its ex t en t 
withi n any rnuni c i pali ty . 

Since 1933 , the amount of l and i n use 
for par k and p l ayground pur ~oses in the 
U. S . has more tha,--i. c1oub l ed . ' In t hese 
n ew a r eas whe r e . OI'f;[lllize d super vision 
exists , the number of acciden t nl drown­
i nGs and casualt i es has been r educed 
appr oxima t e l y forty per cent . Thus is 

( Continue d. on page 11) 
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Shown on this map is t he Char iton River Basin area included in 
t he Souther n Iowa Demonstration Proj ect being inaugurated under 
auspi ces of t he Iowa State Planning Boar d. Many County, St ate 
and Feder al agencies wil l coop er a t e in t he coordinated planning 
and long-t i me development p rogr ~~ which th i s pro ject contempl ates. 
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Club Groups Hear Explanati on of Demonstration Area 
Proposal s ; ?ield Engineer Appointed 

The lates t activity pri or to comple­
tion of this mon th's is sue of Iowa Plan­
ning lfows in the proposed project to 
undertake a demonstrA.ti on of the coor­
dination of activities of e over lli'1ental 
a~enci es operating withi n the Chariton 
River Basi n and in the six Southern 
Iowa counti es , parts of which are in­
cluded in t he basin ,took place in Char­
i ton , May 20 . 

That evening ; t he Chari ton Communi ty 
Club held a ·dinner t o which each member 
had invited a farme r fri end . The pro­
gr am was devot ed to a discussion of the 
Chari ton Val l ey p roposal, more properly 
t ermed t he Southern Iowa Demonstration 
Area . 

Speake rs wer e Editor J . M. Beck of 
the Cent erv i lle Dai ly I owegi an and Sam 
V. Carpen t er, Centerville , cha irman of 
the Chariton Valley Planning Board . Al­
so a tt ending wer ~ t wo engineers r epr e~ 
senting the I oua Sta t e Planning Boa rd, 
sponsor of t he proj ect in cooper a tion 
with t he a r ea organiza tion . The se wer e 
0 . J. Baldwin , chie f engineer, ar-d 
Laurence W. Murray . 

Bette r Understanding 
The Commi.::nity Club dinn er aided · 

gr eatly in furthe r ing one obj ective, a 
bet t er under s t anding on the part of the 
peopl e of Lucas County as t o t he pur­
poses .=ind program of the p r oposed dem­
ons tration . 

Another r e cent new s event wa s the 
announcemen t by Chairmon CAr pent er of 
t he appointment by the Iowa Sta t e Plan­
ning Board of Mr . Murray a s fi eld en­
gineer fo r the proj ect. This appoint­
ment is t he a_i r ect r esult of t he r e­
quest of the Chari ton Valley Planning 
Boa rd, pr e ser, t ed to the State :Soard 
early in April, and supported by peti ­
ti ons from eve ry township in the six 
counti es involved , numbe ring in all 
nearly 5, 000 signatur es . (Location of 

t he a r ea is _shown on t he map opposite . ) 
Mr . Murray has outlined t hr ee steps 

w:'1ich should be t a.ken f i rst b:r t he a r ea 
organi zation in the deve l onment of a 
program . These a r e ( a.) de te ;·minir,,g t he 
general needs of t he a r ea , ( b) d.e t ermin­
i rig the extent , location and type of 
activi ti es being carri ed on at the 
present time by various f ede r a l, sta t e 
and loca l agenci es within the 8.r .::a , and 
(c) sug2;e sting · t he poss ible exten s ion 
of activiti es: ·now ca rri ed on by t hese 
agenci es wi thin t he are·a . 

Ano t he r discus sion of t he demon s tra ­
tion a r ea project will take place in 
Chari ton t he tJvening of hlay 28 , when 
the Rotary Club will devo t e its dinner 
mce i;ing to t he subject . Mr . M1.;.rray nnd 
Mr . Ba.ldwin have been 1nvi t ed to speak. 

* * * * * 
E D I T O R I A L 

Wi th this i ssue , I owa Planni ng f ews 
Teaches a circu l ation of ap~r oxirnately 
4 , 000 copi es . I ts r eade r s include pri­
vate citizens wl o a r e ac tive and int er­
es t ed in ·civic affairs , f ':lr_(ll commu.YJ.i ty 
lif\,3 ru1d t e fi eld of pl enni ns ; also 
town , city, county ar.d state of fice r s . 
With . all t hese , t he Iowa State Planning 
Boar d seeks t o keep conte.ct , and to keep 
them infor med an current topic s in pfa..n­
ning nnd alli ed fi elds. 

I deas for mak i ng thi s publica tion a 
be tt e r one , -- be tter fro m t he star.d.­
po-int .of r eading inter est , b ette r from 
t he standpoint of its eff ec tiveness in 
fulfilling its purpose as a NEWS bulle­
tin of cur:ren t even ts concer ning plen­
nir,g in Iowa , -- will ba gratefully r e­
ceived by t his off ice . 

We invite all our r eaders t o sond in 
news item s of l ocal plc.mning a ctivi ti os . 
Won't you please check the spellins of 
your name ,the desi gnation of your mail­
ing addr ess on the wrn.pper, and advi se 
us of changes which should be made . 
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~ .-
Wo r k of John No l en F i n ding Expr essio_n in 

Qi v i G .O·en t e r a.nd 9i _t ;y: . Z0n i ng P,rogr am 

By · Carl ·fr .• Ba:rte '.L s· 
•Ci t ~r :i3uildi ng· :·pommissfoner ·: . 

The City Pla n· of .Dubuque , I o.,;a; wa.s men t · an·o. dev e l oprnen t of pa.rks , play­
p r epared by J ·ohn Nolerr ' ~nd Associ a,t es , .' _gr~rG.rtds , _swimming poo l s , drive s , park­
nationally kno,vn City .Pl enne:r·s , wo_rking ways nnd . t r ails . 
i n c l ose coope r ation wi th t h e Dubuque · · · ·i:rii~ ·pi'ann j,. ~g fo r the development of 
Ci t :t Planni n:g and Zoni ng Commi ss ion . . . t he "Pub"iic Schcio i s 11 has t.o do wi th · &1..qqu i-

The City· P l an combines the ir,d.i vidu- si t i on of new school site s , consoli d.a­
a l p l anning of the var ious city diVi- ti.'c:in of :certa i n s chools , coo r dinati on 
sions i nto one compr ehensiv e p l an .book- · · with · r~ci:tea t ional gr o1;1.ri.d s an d. m.:1ki.ngthe 
l et , and . by so doing ·corr e l ates a ll' s chooi:s '~ttractive by ,e;o od l and.scap~ng . 
p l anning a c tivi ti es into . . The subj e ct of "'Pub-

. a unified · p r og rnm of de - A t ,· t , .. n· ·· • li c. Buildings 11 • i nc l ude s ·r 1. s . s- : e s 1._gn . 
vel oprnent . . t he const:ruc t ion , l oca-

Dubuque ' s . City Pl an o·n the ·. opi.;o s i te ·page ap-: . tion and coo r di_nati on 
i s not an eco_n orn i c p lan, pear s · th~ ··· co:;;.~,r ·a,.e; ign f ~r n e ce s sary to p r ovide a 
as some planning •is re - t he ·wbua:t1e City _ Plan Book , new Gi ty Hall , Court 
f a rred to · todE>.y , bu t t h e work · _o'f M. 'I,( . Meisner . House ar,d F e deral Bui.Jd-
deal s 'distin ctly wi th The u r inted :4$ _p0 ge book ing ( lt.i.tt e r since buil t 
the phys i cal · f eatur e saf (with-maps) co.titaini ng t he, Rnd located as shown on 
the ci ~y . It is hoped . ·cuy Plar, came f r om the p r ess the Cit;? Plan) ; Public 
that 1.Vi th the . car r y ing · only .·· r ec_entl y . Cop ies are Auditorium ; Cultu ral 
out _of this phys i cal availabl e· a t the off ice of Cente r, cons i .sting of a 
p l an t he soci a l and eco- · the'c :\.,ty _Buildin:g Comrn·i ~s i~n- Lib r a r y , Mu seum , and .Ar t 
nomic s10.e of ci ty ·de - er , City ·Ha.11 , Dubuq_u e , ,,,here Ga llery; end 11.m dscaping 
velopmen t rnEi.y follow . the r:iric'e will be Auo ted on and parkin,g spaces in 

The princip'ni r ecorn- I r e_'q\18cst . . . c onjunc t ion \"i th s &me . 
menda tions of Dubuque i's_ ~ ----·· -- ---·-·-·--- The futur e expP.r.sion 
·co·mpr ehensive Ci tJ; p j_a,h a r e li sted. 'i.m- of t he "Busine ss Districts" i s o·utlined 
de r the f oll owi ng headi ng s : · S'tree t ·s · ·[i:nd 1n conjunction with t he exptrnsion of 
Tr affic , Re c r eati on , Publi c _ s ·c~1bois , f h:ciH ti es fo r handlir.g o'f v ehiclG Dnd 
Publi c Buildi n,.c; s , Bus i n'e ss ·Districts , '' :uedes triM 'tr ~ffic , n e,;;, stret t a rte ri es 
I-ridust r i nl · _C... r eas , 1rrcinsport11 ttori, · Wa t e·r - ·froir/ r e siden t i a i' a ie~.s , and . the -estab­
f r ont, Civ i c Ae s t he tics·, zoning , Reg ion- li shment of loca l bu s i ness cen t ers . 
a l Dev e l~pment_ Md pubdivi.sion. of Land . 

· Under "Stree ts an d i' r:affi<?." at ,} r ec­
ommenda t i ons f or · t he. deve l 'opmen t and 
impr ovemen t of a thoroughfa r e system 

. for t he en t ire ·city 7hi .c::h in.cJi.icis t ype s 
a nd width o-f str ee t's , . he,, 'bd_uleva±;d lo ­
ca tions . 8Dd inte'rconne ctirig s:trests , 
'g r ade . c r oss:i..-ng ehmina~ion ; . htid ok t t}'}r 
hig h7iFJ.y appr .Oache :a ' to .the city/' · ' . · . • 

· 11Recre.ati on 11 i's cove r e d .. in ' the City 
Pl~n ~,1th t he b 8.Si c idei1. bf. rrie.king 'rec­
rea tiona l f a ciliti e s ~vailab l e t o per­
sons of , oll ages. through the a.c,:iui r e -

" Industr y" i s ex t ens i·.r e ly provi cled 
for ~ ·naw .as well as existin~ , by the 
provision of se tting :=,.side new indu.s ­
trial a r eas whi ch a r e to be co ordinr1. t ed 

· ~i th the r n.ilroads ~nd natural r i var 
t r nnspor t ,'J tion f acili'ti e s . 

·· 11.Trnnspor t n.tio1i 11 is di s cussed P! nd 
· r e commendations.made i n conn e ction with 
public c2rn er s_ on the ., s.tree ts of the 

· City ;· ci.eve l oprnent of a. Union Rail , .nd 
· Bus Tor minnl a nd Air Port requi r ements . 

· Tile Mi s.si ~ si ppi · Wa t srfron t, of · r::a.i ch 
the · c·i ty has four 1:1ncl one h"',l f ( 4J?) 
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miles, is planned for a coordinated. de­
velopment of r ecrea tion, industry, river ,. 
commerce, and for al l . o t he r :puryioses. 
Filling up the lowlands and dredging of 
new channels for water transportation 
to industry's door is planned in detail. 

"Civic Ae s t hetics " is discus.ued and 
recomrnendations made for mak:ing the 
city · attractive from t he standpoint . of 

.architecture of buildings, admini ·stra­
tive center , pr otection of . , natural 
beauty/ _ landscaping, tree :9lanting , and 
elimination of unsightly features on 
certain s tree t .s . 

"Zoning". ( alread3r enacted) is r ecom­
mended to establish uses of l and , . pro­
viding areas for R0sidential, Business 
and I ndustrial Usns . It se eks to elimi­
nate blighted a r eas , coordinate density 
of land with str ee t capacity , arid make 
provision for ample light and e.ir. 

"Regiona l Development" is M impor­
tant pha se of t he Ci ty Plan, · and in­
cludes coordination of the highways 
with the city streets,recreation areas , 
conservation and protection of natural 
features and scenic beauty , and the de ­
velopment of the land for uses to which 
it is best ·adapted .• 

The last principal r ecommendation of 
the City Plan is t he subject of 11 Subdi­
vision of Land 11 which has already been 
put in the form of an ordinance and is 
now being considered f or passage by the 
City Council . 

Space does not per mit any discussion 
or the elaboration of t he aforesaid 
principal points of the City Plan , bu t 
t hese· can be r ead and studied in the 
new fo r ty-e igh t ( 48) page booklet , just 
off the pr es s . 

The personnel of t he Plruming, and 
Zoning Commis sion of the Ci ty of Du­
buque include s : The Right Reverend 
Monsignor J . M. Wolf~ , Chai rman;. Dr. 
Dale D. Welch , Vice Cha i:i;-man; Frede rick 
E. Bissell , Willi am Av 1;3 ry Smith , Richard 
V. McKay , Secre ta.ry ; T. DeWitt Wa1le r 
and Louis· C. Stoffregen . · 

The Commissior. wo rks closel y w~th 
all city departmen t s , under authotity 
of the City Council, ( and all others 
having i nta r es t in t he devi:l1opment of 

Dubuque) to the end that as impr ovements 
a r e outlined they will be made p.,nd co­
ordinated with t he City Plan. 

"' * * * * PLANNERS MEET I :tJ MICHIGAW 
Two i mportan t national confer ences 

in Michi8:an will find I owa r epr esented . 
Prof. p. H. Elwood, National Re­

sources Co mmittee · consultant f or I otm, 
attended a Land Use Research I ns titute 
at _the Gniversity of Michiean , Ann Ar­
bor, Mgy 21 and 22 , as one of 15 land 
use consultants and planning spe'ci a l ­
ists summoned for t hat purpose . Prof. 
Elwood took. part in the round t n.ble dis­
cussion, and ~l so con tr ibuted a r esume 

. of the l and use studies .. ma de in recent 
year s by t he Iowa Stnte Planning Bol1 r d, 
Iowa Str.1.te Colle,se and other :1-i.;enci es. 

Dean H. H. :Kildeo , for t he past 
t hree yea.rs chairmM of the Iowa State 
Planning Board, Prof . Elwood , R.H . Met­
son , director · of the State Pl anning 
Board, and O •. J .Baldwin, chief enginee.r, 
expec t . to attend a Nationa l .Planr,ing 
Confer ence i n Detroit, June 1-3. While 
ther e, Prof, Elwood will attend a con­
f er ence of National Re sources Committee 
consul tan ts an d other field per;;,;onnel. 

A planning short course will :find 
Prof. El~ood on the campus of the Uni­
versity of Wisconsih , Madison , June 4 
and 5 . He is to de l iver a lecture on 
~he influence. of European planning pro­
cedures upon American pl anning activi­
tie s , with special reference to European 
gar~en and landscape architecture . He 
also wi ll pa rti cipat e · as a membe r . o·f , 
t_he panel in rou.ri.d table discussions . 

• * * * * 
"People of Knnsas 11 

The I owa State Planning Board Libra~ 
ry ha s r ece ived a copy of 11 The People 
of Kansas 11 , by Carroll D. Cla rk and ·Roy 
L. Etoberts , with a foreword by William 
All en White ( $2 . 00 , K.wsas Sta te Plan~ 
ning Bo ard, Topeka) . This '\'!Ork is a 
mos t thorough and competent analysis of , 
the people of a mid.western · s t a t e ana · 
the f actors influencing t he ir liv.es,oc- · 
cupations nnd dwelling plnces. H. C~ 

* * * * * 
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Head of Yacational Ed.ucation rit Iowa State Coll ege 
Sees Great Need for Data 

11 I am very happy to have an o;,­
portuni ty to commend the Io;va State 
Planning Board 1 s survey of the 
availability of secondary education 
in Iowa . It is my opinion that this 
is one of the mos t fundamental 
pieces o.f educational research that 
is bel ng carri ec"c ori 0nyr,·;1e re :in t :C1.i s 
country . I hope that thi s study 
may be carried on unti l the enti r e , 
state has been covered and the data 
comple tely tabulated. 

"While I was .in Washington re­
cently, serving on the ·staff of the 

. President's Co~nittee o~ _Yocational 
Education, I felt a great need for 
this type of informition , but it 
was not availabl,e anywhere. 11 -- Let­
ter t o the Iowa State Planning Board_ 
by Dr. Barton .Morgan, ·Head. of the 
Department of Voct;1.tional Education , 
I owa State College. 

The Iowa State Planning- Board for 
the p·ast · six months has been operating 
a public education survey designed to 
assemble r esearch material for analysis 
t o shory what factors influence the at­
t endance of ro,:va boys and girls in the 
secondary,or high schools of the _state. 

The eighth grad.e class of 1932 is 
bei ng used as a srimple for thi s study, 
r ecords af pupils before and a.fter grad­
uation being scnnned for the informa­
tion desired. This educat ional history 
is being gathe~e~ from the offices of 
county, city, consolidated, -town and 
village school superintendents and prin­
cipals. 

Certain basic information is being 
r ecorded for approximately 40,000 P'Ll;Pils 
in I9wa who completed the eighth grade 
in 1932, to determine factors which may 
have influenced t he attendance of those 
pupi l s in high school. · Some of these 
factors on which conclusions are ex­
pected are : 

Type of district in which the pupil 
compl eted the eighth grade. 

Di stance he traveled to attend high 
school . 

Age of the child upon completion of 
the eighth grade . 

Transportation of pupils b~r school 
districts. 

Mobility af famili e s during the years 
childr en would normally be in hi~h 
school. 

Ty::,e of school organization wi.thin 
the school district where the pupil at­
t ended. , or would ha.ve a t tended high 
school. 

For pupil_s completing the eighth 
grade in rural schools, the enrollmen t 

. or size of the school as a fact0 r in 
high school attendance. 

Suppl ementary data concerning fur ­
ther education beyond public school , 
,,hether pupils attend.ed the high schoo l 
nearest their r es idence , and whether 
pupils lived away f r om home during high 
school attendnnc e , will be studi ed. 

.This mat erial will be tabulated by 
indiYidual cou..11.ties and for the state 
as a ,..,hole. From these tabulations it 
will be possible for each county and 
school distric t to make certnin com­
parisons ~i t h each other and with the 
state n.s a whole relative to loca l situ­
Rtions. 

The survey is be ing sponsored by the 
State Department of Publ ic I nstruction 
and conducted by t he Iowa. State PJ.en­
ning Board under a Works Progress Ad­
ministration project. 

. Started last November , the work Qf 
gathering data from the field is no•:.· 
completed in 60 counties. Tabula.ti ons 
of t hese . da ta has recently been started 
in _the Planning Board. 1 s central tabulat­
i ng offic~ in .Des Moines. _ 

It_ is expected that a prelimins.ry re­
port will be available during the next 
few months. Much of the . material sub­
mitted may be correlated with ~rork pre­
vious ly done , and tr i th future re sear.ch 
in the field of public education in I ona. 

* * * * 
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· Fifty 'L' housand t d.u lt-s , and Children Participate 
in Ii. e creatiol) Acti:vi ti e s_ D,i_r ected· by WPA · · 

. ·By valeria Winkler 
District Sune rvisor of. Recrea.tion .. 

-.:, . . . ·' :. ; . : 

In eigh ty communi t i e& :t 1.1roµe ho:ut _IC"-a schoo:1 playgr oun9-s . In l o~ali.ti e s.· wtle re 
'.sbme 50 , 000 . · persons each week. ·mir:t .i ci- t here are publ.lc sw:i. mming pools, 'iife­
pa t e in r ecreationa l ac tivi,t i"e-s.· spon.- guards are a .ss'i gned . 
s·or ed and directed Dy .t he. W'orks Progress .A _l a r ge sh~re of the progr [:i.tn i s de­
Adminis'tration:. : Under the · l ead~ r·ship voted to . nhys1.cal activi t i'e s; . ·marble 
of 532 WPA r ecreation l ea,de rs , ooys and anq. _; t ennis to~rnaments , .hikes' and tl'a ck 
girls, m·en · a'.nd · women:, ,t ake ·,pa rt -,in an meets .· a r e, . speda l r'eature s . 'Jtt ·every 

. ext ensiv e program of _ . . . _ .....:_ __ ~-- · : .. -,--- -;:.. -~--~-'.. :1· progr n.m: : . · . 
· l eisu r e t-i me '. activi- ... - .

1 

· 1....:....~~~~~n- . : . C~nft ·work i ·s one 
ti e s . ,. )/;,)J: &.'·.)= .:: lr':'tit't"i:':!:':\)\:)H , , ' ci f ' the· phase s of ' t he 

Before foe · advent 
1;\;f .. -"~_, :-=:; ' · 11:::r;:::.,;~~-;,r progr am . which is r e -

-~~d i::n ~~!~e .i~ t!~: ::~t\· , .. ~f;[ ,: · ~-<~::?·';1~
1
f.u
1
Il~~i~:;;~\~~ · ~:i~i\Y !~~h;~~::~= 

f . ld f t :;·; •:.::~ ~It .. ~ ' /i'. 1

' •••• ~-~ :/l::\ f Ii t ' I bl ' . 1e o r e crea ion · ,;;r.;_ ==,t,?\,,r~i:-:=: ;..<~.-:· ··-::._..,. / ,. \ 1:-- ,,.n :·:·:., . . 1 1,,,. . _ 1e s . . nnurnera e ar-
... , . ·.;•-·•. ~-:~ .:~>:./~ , . . '~ l t.":.; .· .. ,, ~ I /;f::, . • ·· 1 . in t he . . :majority · of ,,,.-··:•': ·'"':•·< .. ·,, .. ,.- · • .x , / JJ :.,,,,.:::·>·"''"~,,,. tic e s are made from 

.Iowa communiti e.s. Mos.t •· _:_:_:...::~.· · · . . ( -\-:-::,,.{;,Y!~~:._:~, ... <~~I,. scrap and , t ooling 
I ~ · •" . ., ,;,;7 ·'j , • • · 1 , ~ i.:,, 

of the · , towns · had . l ea th~r . by · a dults 
parks, nearly a.11 had · ' i . . ~d · .children a.'like . 
·school ground.s e qui p- • · Plao~ue ~, book-ends , 
ped with playr:;r ound · a sh trays ,· · etc . , a re 

·. appa r a tus, and some mol_a.ed of _cement, and 
few had · ·community many diffe r ent ' "a rti-
houses of ·one type .or .................... H cle s a r e tu rned out 
another . Hardly. any -'--~~ ~+1--,.µ..-1-.~~;;;:;:;:;; iri t he · .· wo·oa:cr.?_f t 
of the smallBr com- ' sho~s . 
muni tie s , · however, had One of t he l a.t e st 
any s;vstemitized plan ,dev e iophler.ts, ·'o'f t he 
or progr run of r e crea- music pr ogr am . 11.as 
tional a·c-tiviti e s . t;',Ae,,,,.,-c,:;, .o.een t he or gani za tion 

Du.I'ing t he :. l a st · of barids iri t he vari.-
year ·the r ecrEiati ori ·~===:::: .::=:::::::::::::::::::=:::: ous co.mrriuni t i e s . Ih-

. division; cooperating - - · , .. , rector s 't'Jho have l~a.d 
clos e ly with t he · ·:public :spt rHec,l •.:, and :· pr 1wi 9us t:r;a i n ir;g ,' a t e "placed in ' the 
fat sighted . · l eader s of •.t he s e · communi- .. ,ch~rge of:.an .e.i peri er.ice d band· director . 
-t i e s, : hcis e stabli shed ·and .. _..d~v elq:ped _. Afte;r .comp:J, e tin ' 1';i.ri . intensive tra ining 

· programs : suited · to t he ne eds : of ,. each . ~ou:r se each . d.ir·ector is loca t ed i n a 
particular communi'ty, as well f;'l. S adapt- .. comm:uni t y to .t ake . . full cha r ge· · of the 
ed· to the abilities of·, :t he ·d.i. ·:re c_t9r~.• . P1¥1d , , In . t)w _maJori ~Y of · t he ~e • ~oca li ­

A typical . pr .0gr am. fo r an avers,g8 ,com- .. ti,e s . it_b~r e h?,S;. be ep ' no previou s . band 
munity inC"lude s · s.upervi,se d. . plt;iy gr ~)Unds , .. or_gani.za ttqn:'. and .cons e quently t her e 

· instru cti6'n in a r .t s · anc. crafts, mu,sic, . . are y.e ry f _ew p ersons . w)1o · hav e rece ived 
. nature study · and-dramatic. a,r,t .; . . ·Du ring · i_nstrµm enta l . in.stru ct'i ;:m. . Mnny new 
the summer · month s. WPA -dir§l c·tqrs conduct pands a r e .co.mpo:s'e·a: l EL:rgely of beginners 
r ecrea t i'bnaL a ct,ivitie s ~n 12ar k s .anci -on who · a r e ju.i t b e ing t a~h t .to play_ t heir 

. j : 
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instrwnent s by t he direc t ors. 
In a numbe r of lo calities, Little 

Theatre g roup s have been organized and 
dev eloped as a par t of t he WPA r ecrea­
tion pr ogr am . Pa tt erned after mode l 
Little Theatre groups throughout the 
country , t he se organiza tions have t he ir 
direc tor s , g ove rning boa r ds, actors and 
back- s t age cr ews . During t he . winte r 
s'eason a numb er o·f very creditable pro­
ducti on s we r e pre sented by the se groups; 
Puppe t shows and s tory-t elling hou rs 
are f ea t u r es of t he drama.tic progr am , 
dearly l oved by t he little children . 

In s titution Programs 
Sume of the 'Outstanding wo r k of the 

r ecreation proj e c t has b een done in 
Sta t e and,. lo cal .· i n stitutions. · At a 
g irls tra i ning school,· a compl e t e and 
varied ,ptogr am is spons ored , The girls 
a,re given qnif t train1.ng , are taken on 
na ture hike s and a r e . . taught needle 
crs1ft . ·P.rograrn ~ of :one-ad plays, read­
fng s arid . nmsical ' numb ers ·are fr e quen tly 
pre sented and t he eventrig sing _is an 
e stablis:0.ed a n_d well-liked part of .tl:\.e 
recreation program~· 

The same . genE!ra l procedure ·:is fol.­
lowed .in organi zing a ll recreatiort p r o­
jects . . : Reques t $ for proj e cts are s ent 
tb the ·sta t e : ·Offi t e : The . Dttect~r of 
Recrea ti on, Elst6il :R. Wagne r; r ef ers 
the se r e ques ts t o · varidus ' district S'U.­
pervi so r s wlio v i sit t he ;communities c\nd 
ascerta i n the • t y1)e 6:f 'jfrogr am · d~si r ed 
and the pos sibili tj/ ' cif starting such a 
prog r am . A lay c6mm:tt' t gJ: ·i s organized; 
coniposeci of · t ho ie i p·ers6ns who ' a r e in­
t erested in t he deve],opmen t of · r etrea..: 

• i' ·• • •• ,, : • r 
tion in tneir ccimmuni t;y and who · are 
~illing to dev o t e , time ·and eri.ergy to 'the 
advan~ement of : such a proj e ct. ·. . , 

. Duti es of Ccimmi t tee ·s : 
It i s the duty of .the se cbrrtmittees 

to cooper a t e wi t h. t he ·· supervisor . in es::. 
t ablishing 1-o ca tions . for · r ecrea tibri 
center s , a rrange' 1f or the procurement of 
materi ai s needed ·and to s elect the1 bes t 
ava.'iiabl e persons to supe r v i se · tb.e pro.c. 
gr am. Sinc8 : t he 'u ltimate · succEis::i"- o:f a 
i e creitiori project ·de~erias· 6n · its di~ 
r ectors t h e selec t ion of such per sons 
is under taken v er y car efully. 

Af te r the WPA di r e c tor s have 'b een 
a s s i gned t o the proj ect, a t raining 
staff from the sta t e of f ice is sen t in­
t o the community to instru ct the se lead­
ers in' t he f undarrientals of r ecr eati on , 
as well a s to g ive t hem a course of 
tra ining in cra ft work , physica l ac t ivi­
ti es, ·etc . At t he completion of t hi s 
cou rse of tra ining the di re c t ors are 
qual_i fi ed to undertake the actual su­
pervi siori of the p rogr am . Many -pe r sons 
who come to the proj ect with l ittle or 
no experi ence , soon develop i nto out­
standing directors . 

Underly ing Ob jective 
The und:e rlying obj ective of t he en­

tire r ecreation pr~j ect in l ow~ is ' t o 
educa t e t he peopl e .to appr ecia t e t he 
vital need of a syst ema tic r ec~~eation 
ple.n to help t h em · dev elop fo'r ··. them­
s elve s a pet1rianen t program. We are 
looking · forwa rd to the day when each 
Iowa community ·will have -- just e. s ';it 
has its churche s and schools --- a well 
r egul a t ed community house .· arid a ct:1r e­
fully supe rvised progr am ·of r ecrea: ti on­
a l a ctivi ty. 

The 'growth and developmen t of a com­
ple t e r ecrea tiona l progr am iri t his ·a:nd 
other states will provide pe r manent em­
ploym~rit 'of t housa nds in thi s • compara­
tivel y new fi eld. · Su ch a ctivi ti e s he lp 
not only to r e li ev e pre sent unemploy­
ment · but to creat e new opportuniti e s. 
The fi eld of outdoor r e cr ea t ion has 
grown treraendously in the · · pas t four 
years and will ' continue in increasing 
~f oportions as · t he p~ople l enrn to r e­
aliz e arid appr ecia t e its g1·ea t vci.lue . 

* * *·* * 
·· Cc\un t y Planning Guide 

.A ·'l:iookle t, ,;County Planni ng Proce­
dure II wh:i'. ch · the Iowa Sta t e Planning 
Board i ssued· l a st y ea r, is irt the pro­
cess : of being re-run, a ri.d . copie s ,irill 
be ·available for distributi on this week. 
Re quest s may be s ent to the Dire c tor, 
Io'l1a Sta t e Planning Boar d , Third Flo or 1 

Oran sky Building ~ Des lv!o foe s . The r e is 
no cha r ge for the bookl e t.· Those who 
pr evi ously r e que sted copi es will r e­
ce ive t hem a s s oon a s t hey a r e r eady . 

* * lie * * 
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Community Which Serves I ts Patrons Best Most 
Likely to Survi-re Economi c Onslaughts 

By Harold L. Gaunt, Supervisor 
. Trade Area Survey Project 

Of particular importance and. interest 
in any social or economic study of Iowa 
is the ~r esent status and t he probable 
future of the small town . Many persons . 
who were ·born and r eared in small to>'ms, 
even though they have left these towns 
for larger cities nhich they believed 
offered greater business and soci a l op­
portuniti e s , still r e tain an attachment 
for the "home toml 11

• 

·· Much has been said and ,:1ri tten about 
the decadence of community life,and the 
exodus of the younger generation to . the 
l Rrger cities has led to the prediction 
that a large percentage of the sµ,iall 
towns will disappear · wi th the passing 
of the older ~eneration . Whether or not 
this conj e·ctur e is va lid, it is he~rd 
so often that it - is fast carrying the 
conviction of truth . Too little· is 
known definitely of tne position of .the 
small town in the existing ~ocial · and 
economic order , and ind·eed pr.actical l y 
no reliable information is · availab l e 
upon which to forecast the future of the 
small town. · 

Far mer ' s Social Need 
The pass ing of the llhusking bee s"and 

"ba rn-raising s" ho.s been mour'ned by the _ 
students of rura l. life , and has been_ 
pointed to a s evidence of the decline 
of community spirit and enterprise. Ru­
r al comrnuni ty bridge parti e s and dances 
notwithstanding , it is apparent that 
the farmer is f a st be coming a partici­
pimt in r e crea tiorn:i l a ctiviti es not of_ 
his own mAk:ing . By mDking hims elf a.e-· 
pendent upon the service s of other? his • 
opportuniti es for enter ta.i_:rµn ent ar e 
limited by the choice of others . And 
while there .may be a wider assortment 
of goods frqm which tq .choose , a better 

school in which to train his children, 
and a larger chur ch in which t o worship 
in t he nearby city , still h~ does not 
feel that he is a part of that communi ­
ty ·or that the merchants , t he teachers 
and t:he rpini s ters !'lre particu l arly in­
terested in his ive l f a re . There is some 
r eason to be lieve that certa in small 
t onns wpich s a tisfy the comnnmi ty feel­
ing of the rur al r e s_idents will have a 
definite and profitabl e future . 

Ha.bit Knonledge Essential 
In an a ttempt to provide ~t l east 

some cf the data which will be necessary 
· to answer questions regar ding the fu­
ture of the small town, the Iowa State 
Planning Boa.rd ha s spor~sored a number 

. of surveys throughout the sta te during 
the -pa.s t three years . Any efforts in 
t he direction cf community pLu-J.ning must 
start with . a. lrnowledg~ of the habits of 
:people , and a.lso their desires . Knowing 
the desires of people a s to shop­
ping , r ecreation, and so on -- an at-­
tempt · should be made to satisfy these 
desires. Prob~bl y to the extent to 
wh:i,ch the small town continues to meet 
the :requirements of its community , that 
~mall town will justify its existence 
and . s:urvi "-Te. 

In 1934 and_ 1935 a.pproxima t ely 9(~000 
f ,,_rmers and residents of small towns 
throughout t he sta te we r e interviewed. 
with r egard to the towns in which they 
purcha s ed various type s of goods and 
where t h ey . marke t ed vnrious f arm pro­
duce. The r e sults of this survey have 
l:i een tabulated and r eports published. 
Ea sed upon these dn. ta , att empts have 
been made to determine t he factor s which 
influence tne stze of ' trading areas , 
and particularly the role pl ayed by the 
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automobile and paved roads in the cha.11.g­
ing complexion of Iowa communities. 
Studi es a l so have been made of the 
shiftin.g of population betwe en rural 
and urban centers . 

Definite Conclusions Possibl e 
In 1935 , questionnaires were ci rcu­

lated throughout the state a tt empting 
to determine what lodges and clubs 
people affiliated wi th; where they at­
t ended movies ,band concerts,and da nces; 
what towns they went to for medica1 and 
l egal s e rvices; what library f a cilitieq 
they used , nnd so on . When final t a bu­
l at ion ~f the se da ta are comple te, 
r a the r definite conclusions ca n "te drawn 
as to t he existing socinl a spect of 
community life in I owa . 

At the p r esent time tho Sta t e Pln.n­
ning Boa rd is sponsoring a trade area 
survey 'i'ihich is i n t ended to include 
eve ry rural r es iden t. The persons ·shop­
ping in each town or cit~, or ·ava iling 
themselve s of other s ervice s offered by 
t he city will b e determined b;y- an enu.:..:' 
merat ion of l icense plates of automo­
biles parkeo.. i r1 the city during shop­
ping hours and on special occasions. 
Counts will be taken over a sufficient­
ly long period to g ive r;ome . in~lication 
of the frequency of the persons I visi t.s 
to the t own . 

Me rchants Seek Farm Trade 
While tIJ.e primo.:ty purpose of the 

survey is to furni sh data fo r economic 
ana lysi s of I owa communiti e s, the r e ­
suJ. ts of t he study will be of g r eat 
value to merchant s i n helping them lo­
cate their present mar kets and perhaps 
r ev ealing potential marke ts which could 
b e cultivated profitably . The presont 
survey, however , can be r egarded only 
as a preli minary to marke t r e search. 

Transportation and communication 
faciliti e s have so enlarged t he radius 
of influence of citie s and towns t hat 
t he community can no lor.ge r b e consid­
ered as that area within t he corporate 
limits, but also incl udes the suxround­
ing t erritory ,,hi ch dep ends upon it for 
r e creati on and s110pping services . Re­
alization of this fac t has l ed to ef-

forts on the. 'part of me r chants to fos ­
t e r a spirit of coope ration a nd under­
standing of. t he farm er s I p r o·blems , and 
a fe eling among the- . rural r esidents 
that they ar e a part of the ·city or 
town. Commerci,a.l clubs and cham·bers of 
commerce give dinne rs for neighboring 
rural patrons; city and rural churche s 
on special occasi ems exchange congrega­
tions, and band concerts and othe r f ea­
tures are held to .encourage a mutual 
u nde rstanding and i n t e r e st. 

' The s e- community activiti e s ar,:3 evi­
dence of an a.wakening _inte r e st in the 
community problem . Adequate and p rofit­
able community development r ~qui r es 
careful and intellige_nt planning , which 
in t u rn m,;,s t be ·oase d. upon a 'broad know­
l edge of human habits and desires and 
t he ex tent to ,:rhich these are influe!lced. 
by existing .facilitie s . 

The Iow!l State Pla.nning :Board has 
consistantly emphasize1i t :ie i r;. t e rd.e7 en- · 
dence of r u r al · and urban inte r e sts ond 
fe els that t he, f .or:nation of County PL.,n­
ning Councils · .is · an i□po rtant ste~ in 
bringinp; r epr e sentatives of a ll coc1nty 
wide inter e sts , toge t her· for frank con- · · 
sidera tion of mutual and rela t ed n:i;-ob -
l ems and. programs. · . . 

* * * * * 
GOLE' WINS· PLAC'E I N P.AR.r<: S 

(Contir.ued from page 1) 
conse rved our rnos t v a l ua:ble hurnnn r e.­
sourc e , our ch iJ.d~·en . Municipal -au t i1or'­
i t i es a re r ecognizing the se f a cts end 
a r e ;3lanning com1mmi ty r ecreation.al pro­
g r r,,ms t ha t wil l , furnish enjoyment for 
a dult s as well . as t he younger: genera­
tions . 

In furtherine such municipal play 
prof, rams and as demonstrat:ion s of wor k­
a·o1e r e creat ion par k n.L-ms, the I own. 
Sta t e Planning Boar& · during the ;)P.st 

three y eo.rs has pr epar ed appr oximn.tdy 
nine park, p l Ayground , gol f e.nd r,J c::.·ea­
tiona l pla.ns for the sma ll e r citi e s .?nd 
communi ties of Iowo. . , 

One example of such r ecrc,;t tiona l 
planning is sh own on t he cove r.· o.f Iowa 
Plnn.ning Ne\ s for this mon th , thu • Lenox 
WA.terwo r k s .r c cr ea tion pa rk . 
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S t ate Conference Revives Hope fo r Action in Iowa 
Through Municipal Housing Commissi'ons 

A program of action along two _line.s. 
presented itself before a sta te.-:-,wide . 
housing conference held at the call of 
Dr . Robert O ' Brian, Secretar y of, Stat,e , 
in Des Moines, May 14. These lines a r e : 

1. Study of present legislation_ .and 
needed legi sla ti.on to permit .orga.ni za- . 
tion of non-p rofit corp ora t .ions in Iowa 
to engage in a program of low- cost 
housing. 

2 . Deve lopment of p lans for a " mini ­
mum standard. house " within the economic 
reach , without subsidy, of the average 
low- in.come family . 

P9ssibiliti e s for 

r Gach of t he · slum dwelle r ' s· purse " are 
t r1e goal of the housing committee , it 
was r eporte d by the 'Des Moines Regi s te~ 

"Housing progr ams sometimes f a il b e ­
cRuse the finish ed ~r oduct is still too 
8Xpensive fo r the p e ople the y are sup­
posed to b enefit ," said P r of . P . H. El­
wood , Nationa l Re sources Committee con­
sultant . " '];he house s we propose will 
b e_, cheap enoug h for lower- bracket rent­
er:s to rent or purchase and will still 

· b e comf·orta b l e . 11 

P r ofe.sso.r Elwood expl ained that t h e 
. ... · -~ . . , ... ·'-"··, program will be non- · 

<" _) . competitive with private 

\I 

business . "This is. a 
public trust and should 
b e ca r ried on by the 
public , 11 he said , · 

self-he1p were stressed 
p a rticularly by . the Fi.ev. 
J . M. Campbell of Ame s , 
who as an officer and 
organizer in the nation­
al c r edit union mov e ­
ment, d e scribe d the 
credi. t union concept by 
which local capital may 
be . put , to work locally 
at 'less ov e rhead cos t, 
thus permitting l ower 
intere st rat e s .. 

1 Dr . 0 1Br ian , who pre-
_;,~~--:";:·· 

sided ove r th~ confer-
Et B ence , has long had a 

~ = 0 ·. _:. \ I i . great pe r s onal intei·e st 
~~ ~; . · 1\,,=- , - -· . i n housin,.:, p roblem s in 

flf~\l\Z~~~:- large urban cente rs. It 
'/1, i \\\~ ,,-. was his desir e .. that sane .ji , / I 1_ 

action a gain be starte d 
t in Iowa · to study and 

"The collective eco­
nomi c powe r of a group 

'---~ t~ make use off anybpottssi~l e 
program or e er1ng 

organize d for common purposes may be 
tremendous , 11 Father Campbe ll said. 

_Mayor Ra lph B . Slippy of Wa t e rloo · 
told the confe r ence of various .munici­
pa l p r oble ms r e lating to housin~ . par­
ticularly t he au to trail e r · si t,u...'1. tion . 
Mayor Slippy h a s . since ca lle d a confe r ­
ence to stu dy housin,g con.ditions in : 
Waterloo . 

housing conditions among the low income 
g roups in the state . 

An excep tior.a l contribution to the 
day 1 s di scu.ssions wa s tha t of Edmond 
Hoben , assista nt director of t he Nation­
al Association of Housing Officials , who 
came from Chicag o to a. tt end and partici ­
pate in the conference . 

Organiz e d activity is · ex~ecte d to 
follo\7 during the coming · month s as e. re­
·sul t of . s e l e cti on of new officers Md 
appointment of c ommittee s . 

W. W. Beal , r epre s enting the Wat e rlcio 
Real Esta t e Board , s1.1.gge sted tha t the 
general public should b e come b e tte r in-· 
forme d a s to housing problems and pro­
posed prog r run s for e limina ting b a d con­
di tion ,s . 

The organizn tion sp onsorin~ the con­
f e r e nce wa s the · fanici pal Housing Com­
missions of IoTTa , s e t up infori:Jally a.,_ 

home s within the bout thre e y ear s D~ o . It h Ad instigated 11It eal, pra ctica l 
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* 
* 

FL AS H 
* 
* 

* As Plann i ng News was being com-* 
·"' p l e t ed. , tentative plan s were afoot * 
* for t h r ee confe r ences of interest * 
* to the gene r a l ' publi c , t o be held * 
* duri ng the ne:;x:t month or six weeks * 
* in No r th Iowa . One i s to be a con-* 
* f e rence for fish and game en t hilsi- * 
* asts, probab l y to be held. at Gar ner; * 
* t he second wi 11 .be a planning con- * 
* ference for lfortheast.e rn I owa, a t * 
* Mason City, and. t he t hird a similar * 
* planning confe r en ce for No rthwes tern* 
* I owa at Gull Point State Park ; West* 
* Okoboji Lake . * 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

(Cont ' d from Pag0, 13) 
t he appoi ntment of housing commi ss ions 
by the mayo rs of seve r a l of the lar ge r 
cities of the sta t 0 . Dr . O' Brion was 
t he state chairman. 

Elected as the new sta t e chairman 
was Mrs . Charl es E. Pa l me r of Sioux 
City; Mrs . Robert Lappen of Des Moines 
was name d secr e tary . 

Th r ee commi t t ees we r e se l ec t ed, - as 
follo.v s : 

Legi slation : May or Joe H. Allen of 
De s Mo ine s , chairmD.!l; Mrs . L .R . Elliot t , 
Des Moines ; t he Rev . · J . H.- Dawson, .Des 
Moines ; E . W. Dai1y , Burling ton ; nnd 
Attorney J . B. Weaver , Des Moines . 

Publi c relations : Dean Alfred J . 
Pen.r son of Dr akt:l Unive r s ity,Des Mo i nes , 
cha irman ; Mayor Slippy of Waterloo ;. Mrs . 
Bert McK ee , Des Moine s, and A. L. Sa r­
cone , editor of the American Citizen , 
Des Moines. 

Demonstration and co llaboration : Le ­
l and McBroom, ::Je s Moines a rchi t ect , 
chairman ; Ott o S . Muntz , chairman of the 
Greater I owa Commission ;Fa t he r CampbE'l ll 
of Ames; and. C. W. Brockr.11m , Ottw.wm 
city building inspe c t or . 

* * * * * 
Cla rio n P;:,,r k Dedicate d 

Of spe cial i n t e r est was a ce lebra­
tion he ld at Clci.rion, Wright County, 
Ma,y 14 , on t he occasion of de d ica t ion 
of Cla ri on 1 s new r ecreation and athl e t­
ic pa r k ; Plans · for the pa ik we re pre­
pared by the I o,ra Stn t e Pl '.:tnni ng Boa r d . 

PL.ANNH1G BOARD TAXES 
DES MOI WE S OFJ?I CE 

The gene r al offices of t he I 0wa. Sta t e 
P lanning _ ·Board. we r e moved., l ate in 
April, fr9m E~m Lodge on the Iowa State 
College campus at Ames , t o mo r e. commo­
dious - qua.rte r s on the third floor of 
t he Oransky :Ouilding , 314 Wa s t . Eighth 
Stree t , De s_ Moin e s . 

Sinc0 organi za tion of the I owa Sk.t e 
Planning . Board. early i n 1934 , · t h e I c)wa . 

_ State_ College has p r ovi ded spa ce , li E:;h t, 
h ea t @d water faciliti e s for the r~a i n 
off i ces of the Plann ing Boa r d . 1})·1is 
bro.ad policy of coo·::ieration of the I owa 
Sta t _,:, College , of t he · Sta t e Univer .s ity 
of Iowa ,arJ;d. a ll · other state a -::;e nc :i; e s 
has r!!f.tde ,possible the, wo r k of the past 
t h r.eo y ea r s , .<\r; d. _,::,romi se s isnea ter thi_ng~ 
for -the futur e . 

All pe r s qns inter e sted in the wo r k 
of t he State -Planni ng :Board a:r: e i nvited 
to .ca ll E1.t t::1e office s r-i.t nny time du.r­
ing "bus i ne s s hour s . 

Sp a cial e ffor~ is b eing made t o p ro­
vide fatili ti es . i".Thich ._ will make tho 
Planning Boa rd libra r y available to a ll 
who desi r e to use it . The libri r y con- _ 
tains a l a r ge . a'Ilount of i nfo r mat ion. 
about I owa in addition to · t he r epor ts 
and other public$,tions_ issued by · the 
Plann i n,e; Boa rd -during its t h r ee ~rears 
existence . 

Work on a new bibli ogr aph~r is :pr o­
g r essing . It will -be r ead~, for distri­
bution about June L . 'I'hose . clesi ring 
copies a r e invited t o send in their re­
quests, ;::.ny time . 

** ·*** 
- Wa t e r Resources Volll!;-ie E eacly 

· Di s tribut icm _-is being made of the 
se.cond volµme o.f a s e r i e s of s i x cover­
i ng t he I owa water r e s ou r ces r eport 
made to t he National Resour c e s. Cammi t­
t ee on r eque s t . of the Pr e_s ider.t . · Only 
a limited nu,mbe r _ of copi Gs will b e a ­
va ilable , t he pri ce being $3 p er v olumB, 
or ·$15 for t h e comple;t e se:t of six . Vol­
ume I (the new volume) is a . r eport of 
t he I owa -:-Cedar Rive r basins; Volume II 
( first issued) covers the De s Moinos­
Skunk Ei ve r basins . 

* * * * * 
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SUCCESSFUL C011FERENCE 
CONDUCTED AT ATLANTIC 

About 80 persons representing 16 
Southwest I owa counti es attended the 
Southwest Iowa Conference on Planning, 
held at Atlan tic, April 16 . This was 
the fourth of a series of r egional and 
state-wide confer ence s held wi thin 12 
months for t he purpose of acquainting 
local county and to'\m officials and the 
general public of the aims and purposes 
of planning as applied to government · 
administra tion, and to the preservation 
and proper use of natural and human re­
sources. 

The Atlantic confer ence was sponsor­
ed and conducted by the I owa Confer ence 
on Planning , of TThich Walter W. White 
of Spirit Lake is Sta t e Chairman. Mrs. 
K. H. Rinehnrt of Winterset, member of 
the executive committee, was in charge 
of arrangements and pr esided. 

From Appanoose County 
Accla i med by many as the out s tanding 

contribu t ion to the day's program was 
the story of pl anning as applied in Ap­
panoose County, pr esen t ed by J. M. :Beck , 
editor of the Centerville Daily Ioweg­
ian. Mr. Beck r elated the experi ence s 
of hi s county , how ac tion had followed 
realization of acute needs in agricul­
ture , and hov1 today his county has been 
the inspira ti on for t he spread of plan- . 
ning activities nnd coordination o'f ef­
forts in five other counti e s ina South­
ern I owa 4emo_ns tra tion project along 
t he Chariton River basin . 

Impressive also were talks given by 
others on t he day's program, including 
Sta t e Chai r man Wqite; Prof. P.H. Elwood, 
National Resour ces Commi tt ee consultant; 
John n. FitzsimCTons, l andscape archi ­
tecture consultant to t he Iowa Sta t e 
Conservation Commission; Dean H.H. Kil­
dee ,,chairmon of the I owa State Planning 
Boar d; Dr. H.E . Stroy of the State Board 
of Health; Otto . S. Mun tz, chairman of 
t he Greater I owa Commission, and Dr. 
Robert 0 1Brian, Secretary of State. 

The spi rit of the conference was well 
expressed in two neuspaper edi torial s 
appearing the day following the mee ti ng, 
one by Mr . Beck in the Cent erville Io-

TTegian , and the other by Edi tor E. P. 
Chase in t he Atlanti c News-Telegr aph . 

Copies of these editori a ls and of 
the r esolutions passed by the confer- . 
en ce may be obtained without char ge by 
writing to the Iowa State Planning 
Board, Des Moines. 

* * ,.. * ... 

DICKINSON COUNTY SETS 
UP PL.AlHHNG COUNCIL 

Alive to the dangers of deteriora­
tion tha t have t hr eat ened I owR 1 s Gr eat 
Lakes region, and feeling a large share 
of r esponsibility for that and other 
r esults of exploitation and the drain­
ing of agri cultural r esource s , the peo- . 
ple of Dickinson County _have se t up a 
permanent county planning or ganizati on . 
to s tudy cause s and means of correcting 
improper u ses of r esource s . 

Attorney K. B. Welty of Spirit Lake 
was elected chairman of the .Dickinson 
County Planning Board, at a mee ting 
large ly attended by representatives 
from all parts of the county, May 10 . 
The organization is a defiLite re sult 
of efforts on the part of Walter W. 
White of Spi rit Lake , chairman of t he 
I owa Confe r ence on Planning , who has 
worked f or several months to acquaint 
the people of his county with t he pur­
poses of a co~ty _planning progr am . 

Sta t e Senator Leste r Gillette and 
State Representative W. ~- Yager l en t 
prestige and influence to t he movement 
by a ttendance at t he mee ting and parti­
cipation in t he di s cussions . 

A large executive committe~, includ­
ing r epr esentatives of a.11 townsllips 
and towns, was named , and other commit­
t ees which will take up the s tudy of 
special subj ects will be establi shed 
l a t er. 

Other officers elected were: Vice 
Cha irman, R.A. ]'urmrui, Dickinson County 
engineer; Secre tnry, L. E. Hendrickson 
of Spi rit Lake . 

* * * * * 
Species Over Radio 

R.H. Matson, director of the I owa 
St'a t e Plnnning Board, was a speake r on 
the north Iowa Forum program of Radio 
Sta tion KGLO, Ma.son City , May 22. 
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