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Did the plan~ers of' early .American dear i y tci co/reQt. In oth ':) r ,\ords, 
towns and. cities la:y: them_ out. .\n regu- chance had .the controlling .ha ~d in t h(:i 
lar square s i'or the. ,same reasons. cities gi:l.me of 'ci vie growth bcfo.r·e the era of 
were so pla.n~ed in ·the days . of Alexan:- what, is · n6)N calleJ. the 11 a.r-f and science 
der and .;Caesar? Of cour s e _not,. Ancient of Town P-ianning" ._ . · 
ci t ie_s :were of ten buj_l t on, .... ,he sites of Though ·chance ·a lways vrni be .a .fuc
r "?ctillinear _military ca mp s,. However, t or , si_nce no prophe t ·can _·span t hn y riars 

_ they r esembled very r--- · l ahead 't'i°th c ertainty , 
much the typi ca l check- . ; , ' _: . CO¥ER DESIGN . t he able plann~:rs of 
erboard plan of Ame;ri~ tod::·-.y a.re r:!quipped with 
can municia pl_i t ies,, only 'I'.he :cover design for this better tools for thi s 
our towns have usually issu0 o.f _ ;Iowa Planning _Neiivs grea t r esponsibility 

.used broken fragrf\en ts presents four l and use maps t han those of any_ pr-e 
of a chessboard as a of Mason (;ity, iil;cluded · in I vious ·per,i_od. We are 

:Pa.ttern with n;o,or:· few , the . Iowa State Plaim\ng - [ enteri ng , w0 hope , an 
pr,ovis ions fqr · j-p'inipg Board I s Firs:t Report of Prc,g- I e1:a of' t:'78,~ t things for 
fr agi:1ents . _; ·. r c ~s, Tho fir :s;t st,"p :i.n I the fu t ure of Amnri con 

New York is. one ex- . planning i s drJt.8rmining_ pr·e&- towns • and citi. i➔ s .to bo 
ception . Now Yo,rl< used ent situat ions . A l and use , a chieved thniugh co.re-
a ma. son I s sand s creen study is of prime importanoo .'

1 

f ul, _ i ntelligrnt pb.n ---
fo:i:· a s-tl~ee t pc..ttorn to to . t he cit:\' or fovm whicj"r i 13 · n ing . 
g,?. t the famous gridiron· c orvtemplating a be-Lt <:n~ f u,t~1re _ j; _ Two _ou! s t :md.ing f':.:,ctr, 
plan of' th 'l t c~ :,Y . Th:s I throµgh ,_p_l anning . _ _ __ ·-. j' _ v'.f~~ m~k: th;i.s pos~'libl e . 
one example L, enough L ... , ____ --.--- - --- _ 'I.1e;y a1 o . . . 

-t o illust rate the . . -truth .. t ha t most . o.f (1 ) . The 'inte-r:es'ts .of the .ur.bnn :::.nd ru-
tho d tics _ of Aµ\ <3 rica _t od:1.y ha~e. t ,~d~(m :ral : peoiJi ~ ·: _t:'oday: .3.r e r ep:r oserited b;': 
blindl y tho. t radi t ional or most c Ommon 1;,hom:ancls" : _of" 'offic,i .d .J~ r e;i·cogni zed .:_bQy..!b. 
example or pattern , vvith Httl_e t hought ~city, county ::tnd"-§_'.tf.lt.e_,. pliipning boc1 :r:r,._2_ 
or c onsidera tion of _ prob[:_ble .-fu ture and. f: _<?__.N,iis t, ions_. I ntelli gent · c) . .ti,zen:; 
needs . as a _r ule now , •r eaJi ze tho- fut.Lli ty of 

Thu s have fu t ure~ genr=:irations been GC>n~tontly planning . for bigger center ;-_; 
c ommi t teri to unwor kabl e , wt,.s t cful , dan-- of popul2.tion, and an_ tlw1-1kened and in,-
gerous and expen s ive s t net p.:it t _qrns fo_rmnd publi(.; sboulrl. be fully conscious 
which citizens of today :1r e paying of t be_. trurJ fun c tions of .:_(owl} pJanr,0.:.!lg 
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and its limitations. 
(2) The trained tovm planners of to

day have the experiences of 2,000 years 
of civic history and up to date f actual 
material of a wide range and scope on · 
which to base wise plans and provisions 
for future development of our to~~s and 
cities. .. 

With these two groups working to
gether, what should be the principle 
accomplishments? Among the most impor
tant are: 

(1) Economy. Losses will be avoided 
by planning streets to meet the needs 
of estimated ultimate population~ This 
would substitute r ational thinking for 
booster promotional methods. This also 
would make rebuilding of streets and 
improvements unnecessary befo.re their 
proper time. Facts would, in part. a t 
least , be substituted for · politics, 
thus saving the taxpayers' money. Doing 
would be exchanged for undoing ~s we 
have known much of Town Planning to be 
i n the past and will know it to be in 
too great a measure for years to come. 

( 2) General ~elfare. Our towns and 
cities would be planned for the general 
welfare particularly of those unable to 
help themselves to higher levels of 
prosperity, health, and happiness, not 
chiefly for monumental grandeur as in 
ancient times or for the enrichment of · 
t he powerful few an in recent times. ·. 

It isn't possible here to enumerate 
fully even 'the physical ways and means 
through which such goals can · be' a 
chieved, but high in the minds of all 
should be better homes for all, better 
and !!!.QDi 12arks for all agee_, better .§:Q

proache s to towns 9'..nd cities, better 
waterway@. and. waterfronts, better -21.§y
gr ounds and sports fie lds, better e'm
ployment throggh ~ planned program of 
public works, better incomes through 
planned balance Qf industri'a l develop
ment, better protection of property and 
aesthetic values through zoning and 
outl awing ugliness and wasteful prac
tices , especially at the ·out skirts of 
tovms and cities wher e uncontrolled ru
r al slums are spreading like a. disease 
r eady to over whe1Ir1 the whole cour1try. 

These are but a f ew of' the evidences 

which ·are to follow in t he wake of t his 
new public sense, or consciousn8SS of 
r esponsibility to the future, through 
i:ihe planning of cities and tovms today 
for the citizens of tomorrm"I. 

NEW TRADE AREA STUDY 

· The popularity of the r eports of re-.., 
t ail trading area surveys . made under 

·di rection of the Iowa State Planning 
.Board has encouraged the board to go 
farther into the study of trading areas, 
approaching · the subject from a differ
ent viewpoint. 

Under a former arrangement with the 
Iowa Emergen.cy . Relief Administrati on, 
relief workers made house-to--house can
vasses in rural areas seekin·g informa
tion as to trading habits of the farm 
population. . : 

Reports covering' • the da ta gathered 
have been in,the process of production 
during the past year,each r eport cover
ing three or four c01:mties ~ Addi tiona1 
areas are still to be r eported on . 

.A new retail t r ade area survey has 
:oeen approved and v,ill star t soon 
·throughout the ptq.te through the coop
eration of the Works Progress Admini
stration. . It v:i ll :seek further i.nfor-
mation to be used i n t he determination 
of areas served by 'rowa tovms awl vil
lages. 
· Its results will provide i nf ormation 
for use b,v state and local organiza-
tion .. s in determini ng t he place of the 
small town in t he economic and social 
structure of the state . 

Burlington Report I s sued 
. A report of a survey of land uses in 

Burlington,made by the Iowa State Plan-
ning Board l a st year, ha s jus t been is
sued. Discussing s ome of the problems 
of planning and zoning whi ch confront 
tha t city, the r epor t r ecommends that 
Burlington begi n now to s et up a city 
planning program and to inform the . pub.
lie of its benefits and possibil'ities. 
Burlington may never overcome some of 
its pas t mistakes , but inte11igont plan-
ning for the f u t ure v>iill prevent r ep:::•-· 
tition of th0m , the report states . 
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DES MOI NES BENEFITS BY 
ADVANCE PLANNING 

By Mrs . Edyth Howard, Secreta r y 
Ci ty Pl an and Zoni ng Commission 

Des Moines, I owa 

(From "News Lett er 11 of the Ameri
can Soci ety of Planni ng Off i cial s ) 

The City of Des Moines has had con-
elusive evidence i n r ecent months of t he 
va lue of city planning. Sever al years 
ago t he City Council pr ovided f unds to 
the Ci ty Pl an Commission to secure the 
help of pla.nning engineers i n tho de-
velopment of a city plan. Plans were 
made at that time f or a civic center, 
trea tment of the r i ver f r ont, desi gn of 
storm and sanit ary sewers f or the en
tire municipal area , and pl anned provi
sion for many r adia l and t r af f ic thor
oughfares . The river i mprovement ex
tends throughout the business and in-
dus t ri al di strict. 

At the time the pl ans f or De s Moi nes 
were made , ther e exi s ted an adverse sen
timent among certain gr oups and on the 
part of individuals in the city which 
may have been r eflected i n a wave of 
economy duri ng which the s ervices of the 
city plan engineer wer e di spensed with . 

In seeki ng construct ive proj ects fo r 
employi ng WPA f unds in ir8,YB ut;efI1l t o 
the ci t y and as an a i d to l ocal unem
ployment , the dir ector of t he Iowa WPA 
discover ed t i1c. t plans had been pr epar ed 
f or highway and r iver improvements and 
other community needs, and with the as
sistance of the engineeri ng depar tment 
of De s Moines obt ai ned approval for 
s everal million dollars expenditure on 
these planned civic proj ects . 

Des Moines w~s ready with plans and 
r eceived feder al assistance in provid
ing needed a1'lc1. 11sef ul muni cipal i mpr ove
men t s wh:~ch waul d not other wise have 
been cons tr~cted fo r many year s to come 
and perhaps not even then . 

It was t he beli ef of +:,hose who were 
i ns t rument al in the p.tepo.ration and a
doption of t he Comprehensive City Plan, 
that some of t he pr oposed project s would 
be realized pos sibly wit hin 25 year s . 

Littl e did t hey dream , bE:cause of the 
enor mous e:xpens e inv_o.l ved , thu t so many 
of the more important ones would be ac
complished within s .ix years . 

Numerous plats of new subdi vi s ions 
have been presented f or o.pprova1 during 
the past year t o t he Ci t y Plan Cormnis-
s i on . These new subdivisions an : not 
provided wi t h sewer s , water, sidewalks 
a.nd ot her f acilities needed . The Des 
Moines Commission has been i-.:ondf~r:i.ng 
how other cities have met t he problem 
and to wha t extent they r equire the i n
s tallation of ut i lities and what their 
mini mum r equirement s are . 

The· Commis ~i on is al so occupied &.t 
pre rnnt with finding t h~ answer to the 
que s t i on of " spot zoning" . I n sever al 
ins<:;ances the Zoning Commission has ree-,. 
ommEnded t hat a petition r equesting a 
change from r esidence to commercial of 
t he four cor ners of an inters ecti on be 
denied . The zoni ng committee (Board of 
Zoning Appeals ) gave a s its r eason for 
a doni al - af t er car eful study , inspec
t ion of t he premises , DudiencA given to 
affected proper ty owrrnr s - that t here 
wa s not a demand for more commer cial 
area as considerr.. blE: undevel oped commer 
cial proper ty exis ted i n the vicinity . 

PERMAN&'fi' PLANNrnG AGENCY 

The American City magazine for Feb
runr y reports that among the important. 
r ecommendations on 11 Administr1:1.tivo Man.-
agement in t he Government of t he United 
Sta tes" cont a i ned in a re port u..YJ.d er th.<it 
title submitted to Pr esident Roosevelt 
by the President I s Committee on Ad;~1i nis
trat i ve Management , was the cr eation of 
a per manent National Resour ces Board t o 
serve as a central planning agency un
der the Pr esident and to take over and 
enlarge the work now heing carried on by 
the Na t ional Resources Committee . 

The Board would consist of .five mem
ber s appointed by t he Pres i dent , ·wi th
out s::i.lary and with i ndefi ni te t er ms , 
and with t•.mple provision for the main
t mu;nc0 of G. staf f equal to the perfor m
ance of the heavy t ask i mposed upon it . 
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CEN TRAL SHOPPING DISTRICT PEDESTRI AN IJOLUI.1E S'l'UDI ED 

State Pla nning Boa r d Pr eparing Report 
on Sioux Ci ty Bu s iness Ar ea 

The a c t i ve markets of many r ot ~il 
stores i n a ny oi ty l i e l argely wi t hin 
the stream of pedestrians who pas s by 
their front doors and frequen tly paus e 
to i nspect shov; wi ndow d i splays , or t or 
r ei:,,sons of c onveni. r:: nc. e s t op i n t o c.h0 
n ea r es t shops t o make purchases. 

Determinatiort of r ~tail store l oca
tion by .. means of pednstrian traffic 
counts has long be en i~n e.ccepted pr a c
t i ce i n the busin .:_, ss wo:::·ld . 

Ho~evor, dete r minntion of ped 0stri an 
a ctivity ow., r c::ny consid1?rr.1ble a r er-~ , i'or 
example an entir e business distri ct, i s 
new and pr esents several pr a ctical usa;. 

The Iev-;a Sta t1, Planni ng Boa r d has 
r e c ently comple ted such a pedestrian 
s tudy i n Si oux Ci ty . The r eport i s in 
th,: proc•.:.s s of pr epa.r ~J. tion, a nd will 
i nclude ma ps ·· nd ch,;.r t s to show whfJ!'e 
p'3ople travel c>.foot tr.rougnout the d<X.:1-

tovm busines s section . 
Shovrn PedP. s t:r·ian Mn.r ket 

The r eport \'' i ll give th ~ retail mer
chants of Si oux City a r Fi a.sonably accu
r &ti::, p;i..C"tUl'.'e of t he i r potentir:. l pedes
t rian rr.:1rket as i n6ica. t e(: br the n ctual 
vo7.umP. of peC.:. e :1 t riG.n 11tovr.:.mrmt . 

V-.11:U e it L:, tr11e -!:,hat p 13:csonal habit 
and l ocation of one ' :, employment exer t 
'-::ir-t,mendous inf.:.uenc0 upon t he individu
al rs tlovem-=mts ~.foot , i.ndr__;pendent of any 
t hought of sh opping , it is : us t as t rue 
t ha t the r r t.,..J.i l 0stL.blishment loca t ed 
along the more t r aveled pa 1.,hway enj oys 
the greater o.dvantuge i n the potential 
pedestr i an market . 

Hence , it is valuabl e to the r etail
er to know i:he r e lci.tive i mportance of 
his present loc&tion cooparod to other 
possible locations , especially i f he 
antic ipate s th3. t .,: t s ome fu t ure t i me h e 
will better his location . 

Accurate i nformation on pedestr ian 
movements cor:s ti tute s also a r eliable 
barometer of the changing r;omplexion of 

r etai l distric ts , which mo.y fl t1ct-.ihte 
with t h e erection of a new theater;; a 
n ev; office build7.ng , e tc . 

On the opposite page i s a map show
ing the average da i1y pedr:: s tri a.n flow 
in downtown Sioux City . The width o.f 
t he.: shaded bar:ds in each block r 0 pr c
sents t he n il ative number of perlestrian s 
p ::i.::iuing the mic tH o of th0 bl.ock on m 
avorti:ge business d&y from 7 a . m. until 
7 p . m. 

ThH c ounts N 3re t ak,:3n ov .. u · a prrd.od 
of about 10 weeks , ccnrer i ng the Christ-
mas shoppi n1.:: s eason 9 bui:. aJ.r.o including 
the s ha r p ta_pE,ring off of ~:,he Nffl y 
J a nua r y s lump p-2ri od . The aver age of 
these opposite conditions , itb believed 
r epr esents l;J. normA.l r,hoppi ng clay . 

16 , 000 In One Block 
The Sioux Ci ty survey sho.,ed an 

av er o.ge of more th;J n l G, 000 pedestr itms 
pa ssing the mica.l e of one 1::.-lock on one 
sic"'e of the str eet i J1 the busie s t b.lock 
of t h e dL;t r ic:t , withi n a fJingle· 12-
hour pe r i od . 

I t wns not sol ely for thi', purpose of 
pr ovi ding Sioux City retailer s with an 
index of en~ f a ctor in their pot ential 
marke ts that the present survey was un-
d'3,taken. From thi s study has been 
ca:Lcu.lat ed the r ation to be applied to 
l a1.er short time counts to c.rr ive at 
similar d.a.ta . 

Real €~state dea.lers , · owners of busi
n e!"s property i t~~Y officbl s , the po
lice t r a ffi c d :.. pe·"· · t..mr::n t anct others arr:) 
equa l ly i nterostu l :i.n t he L d.'ormation 
g~1 thr)red . 

The da t .:1 show f'urther the fJ.11ctu1.1-
tions of p,~dcstri''n movemen t ~~t diff<,r-
ent pe r iods of Uv: de,y and coupl ed vri th 
other informat i on o bt,"ii necl at strecJt 
i ntersec tions , will nssist t re.ffic of'f.L
cials to detu·mine and regulate t he ha
za rds of motor vehicle traffic a t busy 

(Cont ' d on Page 8) 



[R[J;C[R[J;A iraoN lPAlP~ 
VALL~Y JUNCTION 

SOFTBALL FIELD 

[P[LAN 
IOWA 

THE ABOVE PLAN WAS PREPARED BY THE IOWA STATE PLANNING BOARD FOR THE CITY OF 
VALLEY JUNCTION AS .A RECREATION PLANNING DEMONSTRATION. THE PLAN HAS BEEN 
OFFICIALLY ADOPTED BY THE CITY AND THE PARK IS BEING CONSTRUCTED AS 
RESOURCES BECOME AVAILABLE. LABOR IS BEING OBTAINED THROUGH THE WORKS 
PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION. 
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LEISURE TIME ACTIVITIES OF 20,000 IOWANS TO BE STUDIED 

Inventory of Iowa.1 s Hecreati~nal Facilities 
Undertaken by State .Planning Board 

. ) . •, . . 

Page '7 

An effort to obtain a cross-section These observations and records are 
view of what Iowans do with · their .lei-- be:Lng made· and summarized by townships 
sure time and what recreations they en- in each county; Stich data as desctip
joy most is being made by the.. Iowa State tion 'of · area, m.2irrtenance condition; 
Planning Board in ·cooperat:ion with the present facilities and_ equipment, ac
Agricul tural Extension Service ,of'Iowa, tivities Undertaken, attendance, etc., 
State ·College. Tbis ·:informa..i. · -.,..-----~a.re included :in the inventory; 
tion is ,being sought through - ·- · --(-· ·.) Special · attendance r ~
the medium of 20,000 ques- · .1 cords · were made last s1.imm8r 
tionnaires distributed . ,in · · at state parks to determine 
every county of the state. _ . J .. 1 . th~ :7'0~.uriie, origin and dis-

The proj ,ect is part of a. l l\__ J). lri ~ ( tributJ ?n ?f _attendance •. 
two-fold survey of recrea- ~=-·- . ~ The 1nd1 vi dual question-
tional needs and .existing ~ ~- -·11r1 _. ,d.'.6'~/r· , hain~s constitute th~ second 
facili tie.s being made by the. . · . .__ . • r!) l-t;J . phase of the recr rc)a tion sur
a bove agencies under d_irec- ~,.,..- · ·Vey. These are being dis
tion of Prof. J. R. Fi tzsim- ,---......... ---------.. tributed now to a represen
mons of the Landscape Ex~en- . (l&f.::-' tative cross~-section of the 
sion Service of .Iowa S~ate t?· ~ Iowa population through tho 

·..._)..-- -
Colleg.e ·. . j \ C7 assistance of public and 

"The wholesome use of C-d}~.o 0 ....---{- semi-public groups such as 
leisure time for the health --~ county. agents,school organi
and welfare of the individual \\ ~?---....._______ zations,etc. They will reach 
and th~ p~biic in· generai is d> -~-- an equitable representation 
one of the ·.objectives of re- '------__.-'-"-____ ____., of people of all ages and 
ere a tional , ,·:planning; 11 Prof. ,-..---·--------....----. many occupations. 
Fitzsimmons stated. i •. , Under two general classi-

11Such plans and progr1.1ms . ( ~ l~'::Jr fications, "actiyities in or 
to te effective must be based ., ~- .\. ( J -. :J around the home", , and "ac
·upori adequate data of exist- - .) tivities away from ·' tbe home'~ 
1ng ,: facilities, potentfol , 1 I the individua l is '. giveri an 

, I i physical elements available, · opportunity to indica t e ··hi s 
and- the probable demand. ~for . . (')JI1. ~-U'"\ .• leisure time activities, and 
the· various pha ses of : lei- ,..:-,--._ .-.. :~ t)1e frequency with which h £:1 

· sure time activities •. '! · . . ,. . engages in them. 
-It is in an effort to o.btain these . ; · Every type of indoor and outdoor 

basic data that the _present survey has s,po:rt, gam~, _social activity, hobby and 
beeh · undertaken. . . . . ·cra.f.t are listed. They include mus.Le , 

One phase con s ists of a physical .in- , dramatics, card playing, handcraft s , 
spection and inver1tory of every.;public physical . s·ports of every sort,ancl other 
and semi-public area or plac~- in which interests and avocations in which the 
leisure time is spent. This phase also ·Jndividual engages outside his hours of 
seeks to learn the exact lopatti:m .of " gainful occupation, to a total of 134 
potential areas and places 9.f · primary listE;d .ac-tivi ties_, with ample space _for 
importance in future l eisure time pro- . additional notations by the individual. 
grams. · "With the trend toward shorter work-
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ing hours, leisure time will be in
creased, making it necessary for public 
agencies to make additions to present 
recreational areas and facilities al
ready proving inadequate," according to 
Prof . Fitzsimmons. 

Facilities vs. Need 
"We must have more· definite data on 

what people do during leisure time, how 
many of different ages, sexes, etc., 
enjoy various forms of leisure time ac
tivities, how far they will normally 
travel to enjoy . them and how often they 
take part in them. · 

11 Coupled with this, ·we must know 
def~nitely what is available at the pre
sent to meet these needs and what areas 
are potentially qvailable and de sirable 
for such uses. · 

11 Vli th these data in hand·, we are in 
a far better position to prepare a long 
time program," Prof. F.itzsimmons said. 

Individuals who through chance ' may 
receive one of the questionnaires are 
urged to cooperate with the project by 
returning the completed form to the Ag
riculture E~tension Service, Iowa State 
qolleg: , AJnes. 

➔(-- ?E--~)~ ** 

PEDESTRIAN VOLUME STUDIED 
(Cont'd from Page 5) 

pedestrian intersections. 
The Iowa State Planning Board's in

t erest in the study lies in both demon
stration and experiment. The demonstra
tion will · show any urban community the 
possibilities from such information as 
,was gairied in Sioux City; the experi
ment will help in the :formation of a 
general plan for conducting similar 
s t udies which may be used by other com
munities desiring local information. 

The survey was conducted under the 
supervision of Clair C. Weintz of Sioux 
City, who also was in charge of the re
cent land use survey in that city, and 
now is directing further traffic stud
ies there. All these projects are spon
sored by the Iowa State Planning Board , 
and are operated through the coopera
tion of . the Works Progress Administra
tion which has provided the necessary 
field personnel. 

CHEROKEE COUNTY ORGANIZING 

A group of citizens representing sev
eral civic organizations and governmen
tal agencies in Cherokee County, met in 
the Cherokee Chamber of Commerce of
fices, March 11, and after discussing 
the possibilities of a county planning _ 
program, named a committee to make fur~ 
ther study of the matter and to nomi
nate permanent officers. 

W.W. White of Spirit Lake, Chairman 
,..f the Iowa Conference on Planning; K. 
B. Welty, Spirit La~ .. e At torl').ey, . and F. 
H. Corliss, Field Secretary of th~ Iowa 
State Planning Board, outlined before 
the group. the advantages of county 
pl~nning as a means toward preservation 
and best use of . natural and human re
sources. 

The temporary committee s.elected was 
as follows: Alfred Schmillen., . Marcus, 
Chairman; C • .'H,· Diehl., County Attorney 
Archie Nelson, .·Oharles Headley and Mrs. 
Albert Hughes, .all cif Cherokee; George 
Turner, Cherokee township; Lesli~ Pat
ton, Cleghorn; Ray Marsh, Washta; -:.James 
Rae, Marcus. 

APPANOOSE PLANNEns BUSY 

Particularly noteworthy in the county 
planning field during the past month 
has been the activity of the Appanoose 
Cou.1ty Planning Council, wh_i _ch came into 
being on February 2 and began qt once 
through vai:-io.us committees to prepare 
recommendations for projects which 
might be undertak_en in that county. 

Within three weeks, a written r eport 
had been prepared . and a copy presented 
to the Iowa State Planning Board. In 

·it were l.isted • .sev ffal timely pro,i ects 
recommended for immedia te action, with 
further .s~udy suggested for other sub
jects. 

Since that t ime , Appanoose County 
-.~as enlisted the inter est and support 
of f i ve other counties i:n preparing and 
presenting a joint request for a coor
t:inated demonstra tion , proj ect which may 
be located in the Chariton river drain
age basin in Iowa. 
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PLANNING--CONSCIUUS . CITY REAPS BENEF'I'rG OF LONG RANGE VISION 

. By M:i:·s . Kate 'Terry Loomis 
Secre t a ry 

Cedar Rapids City Plan Commission 

. \ . 

Cedar Rapids is unique among Iowa by the City Cour1ci l . t o make a compre
ci tie s in that there ha,s never bE-)en a hensive plan for the ci ty . 
time when -· there has n ot been a city ·. The following yuar a contract was 
pla n ·of sorts . Mor e .wise::.y, · p,;,i•hap5,· · sigried with -Harland Bart holomc--rn and As -
than they r 0alized , the se ~f lers · csr.ab- ' sociai..es of St . Loui;:; to make the n ec-
1:\.shed a network of 100-l oot streets e:::sa~-y- studies and t o prepare a city 
and plant ~d trees ir1 ord erlj- di.~cction plan. In 1931, after seven years of in
on t h e · gently :toJJ.ing · · vesti gation and study , a 

L;:t !: j~:i;~;~~:::::: !~ii!iJIIf tlt\~1 ~~t;~~;~~:i;~~:~\ffi 
·effort e.t a cu:npreh,Em- [-;•:-_,.-,-;_ :_,: ,.-:.1(1 ,1,!l-..._ ·"·'~• ,.,.,.,.r.:,.:···"! Zo!1ing Comrr:ission under 
s ive ci ty pl~n came in ('.;}}{f}~;.Si:j · ,_., Jf/S_::;)k~·{1 ·,;mthority of the EJtate 
l8C3 when . the fir fit com - r-- " ._ .. , .. 1-." .. ,·.,.-. I · 1,,,.,.,., .. J,r-.-',:. ,,., c itJ planning r,mabling 

~i::::n~I:J~:~~:~~::;~; 11 \i~i~!~]J{(j :::in t/r:~:n:~~~ic, t~;~ 
R(J bins on to ou tl.ine a I;::-<:>- ~- .. - •J••-..; :::.'--..~l\:-· ·· ::-.. ~}. ~ --<L :• I R t t S S · J' ir " '1 , ir j'.'•:.:'.t;'.://{~1· -:-11':ifi~?Fr-:-ii ~;..:~,,:"':',~_=,"f-r', r.o er . . :we·"' . , vr d . -
p.LT:1 . 

Frorri this 
the pm·chase 
1E1nd on which 
bl~LL t a ci v ie 

plan came 
of . thr. i s

tock.y :~ s 
cr:on ter, tlrn 

i :,·. -·(i,, .,,i I·-, i 1:·:j/'/-::
1
11 !:::11-,:-:;. :'; ·->>;,J mm, of the City Phn 

!· -.:, i: 1
:-· !;·! i :r::>:i 1·-: -- _J : ·: .. >(: :,·:' :1 :rx Co.,rn:Lssion a t the timG, 

. 1 '· ... Ii -·, . l:·.-·1 I, ,.·.•-I ·)! • , ;l )' l 1-- ~ 
11if :•; 1·. J·: ,,· . .,_1f.__,: _; r,, , r.:: 1: 1: __ , , __ :: :1 ';· ;~-

1 
s· .. a-..,cd: 

I;, 'A,,J..- - • · i --- -~-- ·--·Ii _, ·: ,·'. ,· .. : l~ 11 :1 t, must l ] k l 

mujor street plan, the 
Hi v9r F'ront Comm:L sr.i on 
with i ts 3ubse~aent va l
uao:l. e Bervi.ce,, and oti,'3r 
civic i rr;prove:ier.+,s , n. s 
well as enli ghtJnPJ pujlic 
plan~i ng and ~ts benefits . 

~{~l~~~i;~~ ~~Si~~!~~IGl!;;~;I~~ 
or-actict,l ,·.nd thri i d. ,.,J.J.;, 

i..."l terest .~n of.' t J-w us ·-:iful and t h r· b(3,.nitiful , n ,: JC' ,:;.r3 

In 1822 , Urn Cedar Ri:.pic.s Chamber of 
Com:nerce appointed R committi:,e t o dr12ft 
a pla.n for Ce~ar F1.apids . I hn coram·l_ttee 
fnmd that Iow:::;. l ec:-:ed the necessary 
lt,w to e;nabl0 it t o proc e ed along ef
fectiv o lines or to make constructive, 
V.'Or':,h-v!hile proposal::: . . 

Soon after. , hoWF)Ve·r , the St1:~ te Leg
i E'-la tur·e passed er.,abJ.in6 _ legislation 
f or municipal zqning , L-nd in 1923 :!iayor 
Char les D. HurJton a ppointuc3 a City Zon
ing Commission wbic~1 wa:.:; commissionbd 

t-mc}: s :10uld be benefic:.i.r:i. l to r,he .l.if0 
f,nd a.Lw the happLnesf; · of thos e wno 
live i n Ced a:~ Rc:.pid::; . 11 

Jui a rvsult of t h ef3e years of plffn-
ning and 10okine; f'orvwrrl , Ccdii. r fapVs 
alr0. d~r .is .ft:.r 'i.n 'ldV'.1.rl C(; of th0 cvrdi-
t i ons v;h_j_cn \1.'._m.1 J ric.ve pnwailed h ,,d 
there been : 10 pl c:.nning . Tlic city JJ::iy 

point wi th pddt'J t o j ta wi c1e r, tr 1:}ct3 , 
c o~n:,inuousJ.y . dev,Jlop:l.ng system o.f' ar-
t -,:::-ial thor ough:fo.res and p<l<'.rkwoys , 
bealJtiful civic c ntcr, w,-;11- pJJ:: .. ~t ~d 
par ks an(l genGr·a.l ha l: .. nced. dew~lop-
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ment . 
The pres ent plans are calculated to 

be an adec.;.ua t e foundati on for a city of 
150 , 000 popula tion . Since its fir st 
plan was made in 1908, th8 ci ty grew 
from 32 , 000 to 56 , 000 popul~t i on in 
J.930 . 

Whatev8r t he futui:-e. growth of Cedar 
· Ra.pj_.p. s , . its citizens .may be confident 
:tl)a t . thi~ gr owth will be V'!ell.- bal anced , 

. '.•' t .h~.1. t t here vlili be no costl y mist akes 
:~o r ec t ify and no encroachment of U:nde

,: · sirabl e l and use , into r esidential ar eas, 
_and th1;J, t .tbey may en j oy a muxi 1;1um of 
utili t y ,. securi t y and beauty . 

Mr .' T. R. Warriner is at present 
. Ch:J. ir~an ~f the Ced::tr Rapidc City ·Pl an 
Commis s i on , other member s of the com
mi ssion including Mr . E. P. i3oynton, 
Mr s . C,Rw Chandl ei , Mr s . C.L . Dougl ass , 
!Vir . Henry S . Ely, Nirs . J . J . Hervert , 
~r s . I . E. J acko on , Mr . C. J . Kosek , the 
Rev . Harry Kr emer s , Mrs . Robert T. Lub
bock , Mr s . W. Clyde MacLain, Mr. Ed 
Sheftic and Mr . War ren S. Smi t h . 

NOTED CITY PLANNER DIES 

John Nol en , 67 , intArna tional l y known 
city pl anning expert and cr eator of 
city pl ans for Dubuque tind Ke okuk , died 
at his hlme i n Cambridga ,~a s sachusetts , 
Februar y 18 . 

He l aid out pl ans f'or cities and 
towns i n 3.lJ po.rts of the count r y , de
s i gned par k syst ems a~d served as pl an
ning consultant on s9ecic.1.l µr obl ern s i n 
many cities . His work i ncl uded many 
proj ects i n E1J.r ope as well a s iYJ. this 
country . 

Mr . Nolen was a consul t ant f or t he 
Na t i onal Resourc es Commi ttee , f or the 
Housing Division of tht::: Public Works 
Ac'tninistration, &.nd for trlE: Resett lement 
Ad1:1inistra tion , s ervi ?1.g also a s adviser 
t o tho Na t ional Par k Sc:'v i c8 . His lead
er shi p and affiliation wi~h a sc ore of 
engineer i ng and plannlng c~gani zations 
and movements t hroughout America and 
Europe are a. matter of r ecord . 

Am 1;~rica has l ost i n the passing of 
J ohn Nolen one of its greatest pioneer 
planners . 

"ECONOMY " CAMPAI GN COSTS 
CITY NEARLY $200 , 000 

Does Town Pl anning Pay? 

The November isoue of "Montcl a ir Mut
t er s" , published b,v t he Montc l ai r Af'. 
sociat ion i n Nev; J ersey, deals wi t h t he 
planning· of that comrnuni t y . The pr e
sent populat ion of Montclair is 47 , 000 
and i t is es t i mated t ha. t i n 30 years 
t he popul a tion ~ill have increased to 
90 ,000. - When t he new Midtown Hudson 
River tunnel is c:ompl eted f•liontclair 
will be within 25 minutes of Fifth Ave
nue and For ty--Second St r eet. 

Some years ago J ohn Nol en pr epar ed a 
plan f or t hi s city which cont emplated a 
number of public i mprovements that could 
have been cons tructed at a cost of l es s 
than $1 , 500 , 000 , and under a pay-as-you
go program co·,1ld have been f ul l y pai d 
f or in t en ;years . "Tr~e r ecommendation 
wh i c:1 r es'J.l ted from t hat study was de
f oat ,1d by a narrow rnargi n by cer t a in 
pr op,C?r t y owner s who l ed an 'economy cam
pai g 1 ' aga i nst t he pl an and t 0wn pl an
nin~, wa s po ;3 tponed f or n r::,arJy 20 years~' 

The municipal Pl an and Ar t Commis
sion w,;_ s c&tEcblishcd in 191E and a zon
ing corn,nis s:;_on wa s appoint ed in 1921 . 
In 1930 and 1831 plans for communi t y 
devel opment we r e prepa.red by Har old M. 
Lewi s; consul t L,g eng i neer , wi t h Bernar d 
B. F~ dy as i:i.E'S iS tan t pl a[\ni ng rmgineer . 

Th3 eYt 8n s:L on c Pc: r k St r eet t o 
Chur ch •S t 1:-_,.. t , n s p0ci fie r 8commenda
t ion i.n t he Nolen pl an , would have cor;t 
a comparattvel y f ew thousand do'Llars in 
1909 . Fif t ~en yaars l ater it mi sht 
have been done for around $100 , 000 . 
"But t he Nol en plan was r e jected f or 
r easons of 1 economy ' . 11 The town even
tue.lly pa i d $296 , 500 f or t he i mprovc
men t . A Mr . P,)rry a f ew year s ago of
f ered to sell his wood ed ar ea f or a 
park at a price of $25 , 000 . When re
centl y pur cha sed this l and cost t he 
tovm $7 8 , 000 . Doe f, planning pay? 
(From Febr u.'.J.ry News Let t er , Ameri can 
Socie t y of Planning Of f i cio.ls . ) 
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