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STATE PLANNING BOARD

A bill to make the Iowa State Plan--
ning Board a statutory arm of the State
Government 1is to be sugzested to the
present General Assembly.

Pirst organized in Februasry 1934, the

State Planning Bozrd has functioned un-
der appointment by the Governor. [t has
performed many SFrViCGS for the State

and its several departments and agen-
cies, &s wsll as aiding cities and
counties to apply plenning to Jocal
problems.

The Board, furthermore,has worked in
cooperation with the National Resources
Committee and other federal agencies.
Tt is recognized by the national govern-
ment as the coordiaating agency in many
state-federal functions, and has been
given dincreased  responsibilities to
that end.

Advantage to State

Although the "unofficial" Board has
operated with emergency funds supplied
througih recent work programs (in return
for which the Eoard hags sponsored a
score of projects employing several hun-
dred Iowa "white collar" workers other-
wise unemployed?}, such support will not
continue indefinitely without evidence
of official approval by the people of
Iowa through the Legislature. On the
other hend, such approval would qualify
Towa for continued advantage under Fed-
cral aid programs cxpedited by the exis-

SEEKS STATUTORY STATUS

tence of an
Agency.

Virtually all states in the nation
as well ag the Federal Governmenti are
attaching increased importance to State
Planning as a technical instiument of
democratic government., This is attested
to by the creation of statutory Planning
Boards in a majority (%5) of the states,
and by the growing dependence of federal
agencies upon State Planning Boards for
unbiased aid in public works and other
programe. In 12 states, there are State
Planning Beards created by Governor's
execucive order.

The "unofficial Iowa State Planning
Board has demonstrated the value of a
permanent, non-partisan agency applying
the best available talent and experience
in public affairs toward a better under-
standing, preservation and utilization
of the physical and economic resources
and problems of Iowa.

Non-Partisan Board

Whelher appointed by the Governor or
creoated by act of Legiglature, a State
Planning Agency should be composed of
nonmpartisan members. - It might well
include, as at present in lowa, repre-
sentatives from other branches of the
State Government, the scientific agen-
cies of the State, and others who by
reagon of their lnowledge and active al-

(Cont'd on page 5)

accepted State Planning
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STATUS OF STATE PLANNING

Forty seven states have State Planning Boards, Louis-
“iana being the latest to adopt State Planning by legisla-
tive enactment. 4G

The Planning Boards of 12 states, however, are of
temporary chsracter, being established by Governor's ap-
pointment pending action by the State Legislature for per-
manent status. In all these 12 states, legislation is to
be introduced looking forward to granting permanent status
to the State Planning Agency.

Towa's State Planning Board is operating under a tem-
porary status. It is expected that a bill will be intro-
duced in the present General Assembly for the purpose of
creating an official Iowa State Planning Board.

STATES HAVING PERMANENT PLANNING BOARDS
Established by Legislative Enactment

Alabama Indiana New Jersey South Dakota
Arkansas Kentucky New Mexico -Tennessece
California Louisiana New York Texas
Colorado Maine North Carolina Utah
Connecticut  Maryland North Dakota Vermont
Florida Massachusetts Oklahoma *Virginia
Idaho Missouri Oregon Washington
Illinois lontana Pennsylvania Wisconsin

New Hampshire FRhode Island Viyoming
#*See Note on Map

STATES HAVING TEMPORARY PLANNING BOARDS
Appointed by Governor

Arizona Kansas Mississippi Ohio
Georgia Michigan Nebraska South Carolina
Towa innesota Nevada West Virginia

Delaware has no State Planning Board
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COOPERATION WITH NATIONAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE

A number of studies undertaken by
the Towa State Planning Board have been
made in cooperation with the National
Resources Committee, an organization
which bears to the Federal Government a
relationship similar to that borne by
the state planning boards to their sev-
eral state governments.-

Of great importance were the natlazd

and vocational activities in the realm
of the political and economic sciences.

‘In general, the Committee concerns
itself with problems of proper use and
conservation of the nation's physical
and human resources, and with the coor-
dination of governmental agencies to-
ward solution of those problems.

As now constituted, the Committee

land use studies made by
the National Resources
Committee shortly after

B

NATIONAL RLSOURCES COMMITTEE

includes in its member-
ship. five members of
the President's Cabinet,

its organigation. These Harold L. Ickes one other officer of
were followed by studies Chairman : | the National Adminis-
of public works pro= Secretary of the Interior . | tration, and two non-
grams, and of alloca- 4 o governmental represent-
tion of costs under Frederic A. Delano atives, Frederic A.
such programs; at pre- Vice Chairman Delano, Chairman of the
sent a new survey  in _ 5 Brookings Institution
the same field is under Henry A. Wallace and Dr. Charles E. Mer-
way to facilitate fig- Secretary of Agriculture riam, noted professor
cal planning of a ne- of political science at
tional public  works Harry Woodring the University of Chi-
progran. Secretary of War cago.

Water basin studies ' The function of the

were completed late in
193¢, presenting a na-
tional picture of the :
Frances

Daniel C. Roper
Secretary of Commerce

Committec is purely ad-
visory. It can only
advise as to most prob-

water resources of the Perkins able results of various
country. The Iowa State Secretary of Labor lines of .action, and as
Planning Board made a o K to wunrecognized con-
substantial contribu=- Harry L. Hopkins i flicts between separate
tion through extensive | Works Progress Administrator | policies that may be
surveys made of Iowa v ; x adopted.
river basins. Dr. Charles E. Merriam Iowa has enjoyed a
Coincident with the particularly effective
watcr gtudies was the drouth survey, working relationship with the National
leiding to recommendations for - emer- ' Resources dommitiece, and huas lenefited
gency measures and a long-time program distinctly therely.. Prof. P. H. Elwood
for better utilizatlion and conservation Jr., Head of the Department of Land-

of soil and rainfall resources.
In all these sudjects, the Committee

has worked in close cocpeiation with
the several stete plearing - tosrds +to
the mtual advantege of both federal

and state goverrmonts.

The National Resources Committee is
a body of eminent citlzens selected for
service in ths program by reason of
their present responsibilities in the
national governmenc, or their personal

Iowa State Col-
commi ttee's representative

scape Architeclure at
lege, is the

in Towa aud Oonsulbant to the Iowa
State Flerning Board,

Chexlzs M, licderwell of Chicago, is
Regional Chaivuan for the Nalicnal Re-
sourcce Comnittee. Charles W. Eliot 2nd
is National Cxecutive Officer, and Ro-
bert H. Randall is Consultant for the
State Section, both with headquarters

in Washington.
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SEEKS STATUTORY STATUS

(Cont'd. from Page 1)
truistic interest in public affairs are
gqualified to fulfill the duties of mem-
bership, Planning Board members would
serve ag alt present without. salary,

The suggested duties and functions of
the State Planning Board, subject to
approval by the General Assembly, would
in general be as follows: £y

The Board would make inquiries and
surveys concerning the physical, social
and economic resources of all sections
of the state, and might formulate plans
and make recommendations as to the best
methods of utilization and preservation
of “these resources.

' Aid to Legislature

It would make available to the.Gover-
nor and Legislature:such information and
research service as may be requested by
them to assist in preparing legislation
for advancing the welfare of the state.

It may advise with the various State
departments and agencies with a view
toward ‘the coordination of all physical
development plans related to state ac-
tivities and institutions.

It would assemtle, prepare and main-
tain an 'up-to-date file of base maps of
the state and its various subdivisions.
Basic data and records obtained by the
Board and pertaining to land records
would be filed with the State Land 0f-
fice. '

It would be empowered to advise with
county and municipal agencies for' the
purpose of assisting county and munici-
pal planning.

The spread of the State Planning
movement during the past three years is
indicated on the accompanying map,

which also shows the extent of "legali-
- zation" of State Planning by various
legislatures. Iowa is at precgent in
the last group of 1% states whese Gov-
ernor-appointed Planning Boards have
not as yet been given statutory status
by legislative enactment.

O

it

COUNTY PLANNING MANUAL

To encourage organization of county
planning committees in Iowa, +the Towa
State Planning Beard last year prepared
a manual under the title "Cuggestions
for County Planning Procedure",

The manuals have been widely distri-
buted throughout Iowa, and there has
been. a large demand for copies both
from Towans and from many sources out-
side the state. :

A most significant testimony of its
worth came recently from Wisconsin,
through an order for 140 copies from
the North® Central Regional. Forester of
the U. S. Forest Service, at Milwaukee,
who stated:

"Comparatively . few of the many
counties: within and near the National
Forests in nine states of this National
Forest Region have either official or
unofficial county planning commissions.
Our cooperation with the. counties in
land use planning would be much more
effective if they -had planning commis-
sions, and we encourage such organiza-
tion. 4 i ] o
"Your publication, 'County Flanning
Procedure', is very complete and well
arranged. t outlines so clearly and
simply the procedure - to be followed in
establishing either official  or tnof-
ficial commissions that we wish to send
a copy to each of our forest . supervi-
sors and rangers. Through them it can
be called to the attention of the county
officers and agricultural agents, and
will be very helpful to counties desir-
ing to organize planning commissions."
(Signed - Stanley F. Wilson, Acting Re-
gional Forester.)

R

Bibliographies Available
- A bibliography of reports and other
publications of the Iowa State Planning
Board will ©be .sent upon request. Ad-
dress; Aumes, Towa

de  apt are ge (AN
O
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PLANNING BOARTD

VIEWS8 I8 WORK

By H. H. Kildee
Chairman, Iowa State Planning Board

Forty-seven states have State Plan-
ning Boards, of which 35 are now perma-
nent boards established by legislative
enactment. Towa is one of 12 states
whose Planning Boards are serving under
temporary appointments by thelr respec-
tive Governors.

The members of the Iowa State Plan—
ning Board, who have watched the prog-

ally available to 6ther state dgencies,
to county and city. governments and to
the general public.

It has prepared many special maps
for which there is a great demand. Its
mapping service 1s available to all

counties and other governmental agen-
cies in preparing plans for rural elec-
trification and for other uses. It is

ress of planning and
research activities un-

- CURRENT PLANNING BOARD

now in the process of
preparing base maps for

der their direction PROJECTS every township in the
while laboring under - - - State, embracing basic
unofficial status dur- information not hereto-
ing the past three Homestead Tax Survey fore assembled, &and
years, believe the time : . bringing existing map
has come for the State Recreation Survey data up to date.
to take official cogni- : It conducted the
zance of this program Public Health Survey field work and did the
and function, and grant : ' preliminary planning
to the Planning Board a Biological (Wild Life) for a pasture demon-
permanent  status by j : stration program in
means of legislative Education Survey Southern TIowa. This
enactment. work has led 1o adop-
During its existence Urban Studies tion of a long time

the Planning Board has
conducted research ac-

Farm Statistics

pasture planning proj-
ect administered by a

tivities into many committee representing
fields of agricultural, Lake and Stream the Iowa Agricultural
industrial and social : Experiment Station and
life in the State. In Highway Accident Study the Agricultural Exten-
many instances through ; sion Service of  Iowa
its fact-finding sur- Social Studies '~ State College.

veys it has 1laid the It made surveys of
ground work for defin- Base Map Survey ‘stream  pollution in
ite programs of action Iowa, the results of

which have been initiated by adminis-
trative agencies.

It has accumulated a vast amount of
information about Iowa's land and water
resources, its people and its commerce,
a large portion of which comprises data
not heretofore available in any form.

It has published nearly 100 special
and general reports of its findings,
with new reports coming to completion
each month, which have been made gener-

which have bpen the means of aiding the
State Department of Health to extend
substantially its sewage disposal pro-
gram to a dozen or more additional cit-
ies in Iowa.

It carried on forest and waste land
surveys which provided much of the bas-
ic information for the proposed federal
forest purchase areas in Southern Iowa.

Its recent studies of the farm ten-
ancy problem in Iowa have already, al-



January 1937 Towa

Plannlpg#ans

Page 7

though incomplete,
interest.
Social Problems Studied

Its social studies have dealt with
basic information back of Iowa's
problems, and Iowa's crime problems.
Reports of these studies are in general
demand both in Iowa and elsewhere '

It has instituted educaflon, public
health end recreation surveys (now un-
der way), seeking . to examine and cata-
log the resources avaliablp in Iowa in
these public services. .

It was the first State Planning
Board to undertake comprb ensive urban
housing surveys looking toward pOSblblb
future housing Programs.. Reports of
these surveys were made to the munlcl—
palities concerned..

It has conducted urban land use
urban traffic surveys both to serve
local municipalities and to provide
formation on urban problems in Iowa.

Local Planning Encouraged

It has encouraged and aided planning
activities in -both cities and counties.

Its general fact-finding surveys
have proved: particularly useful to var-
ious county land wuse planning comuit-
tees. 4 - .

It has sponsored projects using a
large number of unemployed "white col-
lar" Towa people through available gov-
ernment emergency ,JLIOfment programs

One of its most important functions
ig that of coordination between local,
state and federal units, of cooperation
with the Hational. Resources Committee
by providing TITowa information for na-
tional study, and of cooperation with
neighboring states in the study of re-
gional problems.

In these undertakings,the Iowa State
Planning Board has worked in close ‘co-

proved of value and

and
the
il g ot

ordination and cooperation with the
various administrative departments
concerned, each of which has lent its
facilities and encouragement to specif-
ic . projects, and in turn has received

the benefit of the results obtained.

The present mgmbers of the Iowa State
Planning Board believe that thése ac-
tlvities justify the creation of a per-

relief partmcnts and ¢

manent official State Planning Agency,
its form and character to be determined
by statute, and its services definitely
coordinated with +the other State de-
agencies.

.

-

<
K
<
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CITY TRAFFIC SURVEYS

City traffic - surveys were bbinv
opened by the Towa State Planning Boar
this month in three citiles, brlnglng
the total number of cities in which
traffic Survavs will have been made to
B ; !

The new
in Des.loines,

surveys are being conducted
Towa City and Dubuque.

.In each instance, the cities have asked

the State Board to make the study, and

cooperative agreements insuring effec-
tive use of the information have been
signed between the city and the Iowa
State Planning Board. '
In Towa City and Dubuque the sur-

veys will include compTete studies of
traffic flow and an analysis of traffic
accidents. The Des Moines survey will

cover traffic flow only, inasmuch as
the Des Moineg Safety Council, an agen-
cy cooperating with the City Council,
has alruadJ'Completed an accident study
as well as a parking study.

A part of the traffic study for Du-
buque was completed under a previous
project, and the rest of the survey is
now to be continued.

Cities in which traffic surveys have

been conducted by the Planning Board
include  Burlington, Cedar Rapids?,
Clinton, Council Bluffs, Davenport,

Fort Dodge*, Keokuls*, Marshalltown,Ot-
tumwa*; and Sioux City. (Those starred
indicate reports have been completed
and delivered to the city.) TField work
is still under way din Council Bluffs
and Sioux City. :

The Planning Board has offered to
extend its traffic studies to include
the analysis of parking in cities which
desire it.
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SIX-YEAR PUBLIC WORKS PLANNING SURVEY

The Iowa State Planning Board is co-
operating with the National Resources
Commaittee in the formulation of a na-
tional six--year public works program.

The Boards of Supervisors in every
county and the Mayors and City Councils
of cities and towns of more than 2,500
population have been asked to cooperate
by submitting reports of possible works
projects which may be undertaken during
the next six years within their juris-

dictions. The same request is being
made of all state institutions and
agenctegs -

Suggested project priority will be
made first by the local wunit, then re-
viewed by the State Planning Board and
finally by the National Resources Com-
mittee. These ratings are to be based
principally on three criteria, as fol-

lows: (1) Permanent social need; (2)
financial advisability; (%) employment
potentialities.

The questions to be answered under

each of these subject headings are:
Permanent Social Need

(a) Does the project conform to a
comprehnensive plan or program for town,
city or county? It is realized, of
course, that for every project there
must be plans in the sense of construc-
tion drawings or specifications. The
question refers to the relation of this
oroject to other proposed improvements
and developments. If +town, city or
county plan is prepared in sufficient
detail to indicate not only location
but type, capacity and general design
of contemplated future construction,
conformity to this plan will be an ap-
proximate measure of permanent social
need.

(b) What type and standard of ser-
vice will be rendered by the project?
The protection of life and health would
normally fill a more permanent social
need than preservation of property,

while the latter would ordinarily take
precedence over projects not falling
under either of these headings.

(c) Will the project confer a gener-
al benefit on the community as a whole,
or will benefits accrue +to a limited
area or group?

(d) Will the project be of a regen-
erative character, serving to stimulate
other or additional construction by
private or public services?

(e) Is the project a palliative
final answer to a specific need?

Financial Advisability ,

(a) Is the economic justification of
the project sufficient to warrant con-
struction with local revenues and/or
credit, taking into consideration such
factors as bonding capacity and general
financial abilifty of the governmental
unit?

(b) Will the project add an appreci-
able burden in the form of maintenance
charges, or will local revenues be ade-
quate to carry operating costs includ-
ing possible additional outlay?

Employment Potentialities

(a) What is the percentage of labor
cost to total cost of the project?

(b) What is the man-year cost?

(¢) What are the requirements
skilled labor? Common labor?

Since the purpose of this inventory
is the programming of public construc-
tion, "white collar" or research pro-
jects not related to construction have
not been considered; but projects for
planning and such research as is neces-
sarily preliminary to the public con-
struction program should be considered.

In transmitting the information and
purposes of the survey to the County
Boards of Supervisors and Mayors, Chief
Engineer 0. J. Baldwin of the State
Planning Board wrote:

"The importance of this inventory is
realized when it is remembered that the

or

of
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average
all local,
tal agencies

annual  normal expenditure .of
state and federal governmen-

for public works construc-
tion amounts to between twe and one-
half and three billion.dollars, or ap-
proximately $25 per capita.

"The desirability of the most effec~
tive spending of this. sum is obvious.
It is hoped that from +the inventory
being made, there will be developed a
more beneficial and integrated public
works construction program for the com-
ing years than has been possible in the
pagt." ATt

W

K
o
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CITY PLANNiNG AND ZONING

Several requests for assistance in
framing ordinances for creation of city
planning commissions and also for city
zoning programs have been received by
the Iowa State Plamning Board in recent
weeks. %

Assistance 1is being made available
in considering planning - and zoning
problems in Estherville, where the City
Council has become interested in city
in.. Sioux : City where city
planning has been an established factor
for some time; and new approaches to
the subject are being .discussed; . in
Siloux quldb where a zoning problem has
arisen.

New activity .is noted in Mason City
where the City Planning Commission is
headed by . a very active leader in the
Pool; and: in Ot-
tumwa where the City Planning Committee
of the .Chamber of Commerce has under-
taken a new study of the state law gov-
erning organization of city planning
commissicns.

Other Cities Interested

It is understood that the outstand-
ing park work in LeMars has led to the
serious consideration of a City Plan-
ning Commission for . that . city. Sac
City has a committee: working toward
this objective.

The State Planning Board is
oring to provide models or

endeav-
standards

for ordinance drafts and has obtained
copies of ordinances and of model forms.
These will be available to all Iowa
towns and cities desiring aid in pre-
paring planning ordinances.

There - is ne such thing as a model
zoning. ordinance, according to Walter
H. Blucher, FExecutive Director of the
American. Society of Planning Officials,
Chicago.

- "We have copies of a great many zon-
ing ordinances here, but:I would cau-
tion one against sttempting to use any
model zoning ordinance," Mr. Blucher
stated.

Local Conditions Rule

"The nature of the 2zoning ordinance
in any community depends . upon local
conditions and upon a very comprehen-
sive study of those conditions.

"No two cities are alike, and,K 'as a
congequence no two cities'should use
exactly the same kind of ordinance. I
can cite .a. great many examples of com-
munities which have gotten into trouble
because they. have merely copied. the
text of an-ordinance used by some- other
zoned community.

"Several so-called model Aonlng or-
dinances have been issued, :but we feel
that there can be. no such thing as a
model zoning ordinance because of the
variance.of conditions in communities.
Obviously, a residential community will
require an ordinance. .totally different
from one needed in an industrial com-
munity."

; % s 9 3k

- Local Planning Problems

A study of local planning problems
n Massachusetts  made by the State
Planning Board revealed examples of
"projects carried out by the community
without sufficient preliminary planning
and investigation, resulting in a waste
of public money, and in one case a sub-
stantial suit for damages" In another
case, "the improper location of a new
post office building without any refer-
ence to the . planning Dboard was cit-
ed," .....: a8 reported ‘- in the Massa-

chusptts planning Forum.

g s Losps A
* 3k ¥ 3t
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Homestead Tax Survey

A homestead tax relief measure was
vetoed after passing the 46th Towa Gen-
eral Assembly. Another measure, modi-
fied in some details,will be considered
by the 47th General Assembly.

The Towa State Planning Board has
conducted a state-wide survey relating
#to homestead tax revision (alsc proper-
ty tax delinquency). The survey was
designed to prodiuce statistics useful
in testing sny homestead tax revision
measure -- not merely the particular
bill passed by the 46th Generzl Assem-
biy. ;

The Iowa State Planning Board on
Sept. 1, 1936, released the information
obtained from the first 12 completed

counties. The information wzs intended
to apply to homestead tax revision in
general. Two things, however, combined

to produce sn unfortunate reaction.
First,this entirely erroneous phrase
was inserted in the Planning Board's
publishaed statement: "Under & recently
proposed $2,500 homestead tax exemption
for Iowa...... The 'data tabnlated and
presented were bagsed not on the "re-
cently proposed" measure at all, but on
a straight homestead tax revision.
Second, . regardless of this slip-up,

there was an apparent tendency for
Towans to think of homestead tax revi-
sion almost exclusively in terms of the

bill passed by the 46th General Assem-
bly.

The results of these two factors
were: (1) Use by opponents of home-
stead tax relief of the Planning Board's
figures as proof of their contentions;
(2) accusations by proponents of the
measure of prejudice on the part of the
Planning DBoard. Eoth views were in
error. 5y t

Upon completion of the information
for 32 counties, the Planning Board on
Nov. 14, 19%6, released further infor-
mation on the study. In this second
statement, recognition was made of the

general tendency to interpret homestead
revision in the 1light of the vetoed
bill, relating, therefore, the findings
for the 32 counties to the bill as pas-
sed and vetoed.

The legal definition of an Iowa home-—
stead is frequently misunderstood.

A legal homestead in TIowa (Sec.
10135-36 Iowa Code)consists of the por-
tion of one's property which he occu-
ples as his home. In town, the home-
stead portion cananot exceed one-half

dere; in  the country it cannot exceed
40 acres of the total property owned,
and must be all in one piece. For ex-

ample, a furmer owning a 160-acre farm
would receive homestead credit for only
the 40 acres on which he lived.
EE
BUENA VISTA COUNTY
Under the leadership of G. L. Gun-
nergson, County Agricultural Agent, a

County Planning organization has been
formed in Buena Vista County. Commit--

tee chairmen for various phases of the
organization's proposed activities have

" been named as follows:

Land resources, H. G. Dokken, Linn
Grove; forests and tree planting, J. N.
Horlacher, Storm Lake; water resources,
A. H. Cunningham, Storm Lake; educa-
tional resources, A. E. Harrison, Storm
Lake; Dbusiness and industrial resour-
ces, Glenn Appleton, Storm Lake; rural
electrification, 0. J. Grau, Newall.

"The manner in which town and coun-
try people have indicated interest in
county planning and have accepted re—
sponsibility has been very ple:ising,"
Mr. Gunnerson reported.

s

3
W

”

Elwood in Sac City

P. d. Elwood, Consultant to the
State Planning Board, delivered a lec-
ture on city planning before the town
men's evening class conducted under
auspices of the high school in Sac
City, January 6. The same evening, he
addressed the dinner meeting of the
Civic Improvement Club on that subject.

Towa
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WOULD PUT "TEETH" IN
CITY PLANNING ACT

Chamber of Commerce has
taken an active interest in city plan-
ning, to the extent of suggesting re-
vigion of +the state law governing or-
ganization and operation of city plan-
ning commissions.

to & news report in the

The Ottumwa

-According
Ottumwa Daily Courier, the : Chamber of

Commerce will ask the legislature to
make possible the following notable
changes in present city planning organ-
ization in the state:

(1) Election of planning commission
members, instead of appointment by
mayors as at present.

(2) Combining the functions and pow-
ers of city planning commissions and
goning commissions into a single body
in ‘each city. :

(%) Broadening the reviewing power
of the city planning commissican to in-
ciude review of all expenditures of
money above $500, and adding the fur-
ther power of veto to such review.
This would cover not only proposed bond
issues, tax levies, special assessments,
but also all other expenditures of more
than" $500.

The proposal .did -not imply that the
legislature would make these duties
mandatory upon any city planning com-
mission, but would provide legal ap-

proval for such organization in those
cities desiring it. Adoption in any

city would be up to the local citizens,
it was explained.

The present Towa Code provides for
creation of city planning commissions
of seven members by ordinance in cities
desiring such activity, and establishes
the duties and powers thereof.

Its chief weight is +the provision
requiring all public improvements to be
submitted by the city council to the
city planning commission for recommen-

dation before final adoption. But it
gives the planning body no power of

veto.

comrission members serve

appointments being made
for five years, with the terms of not
more than one-third of the membership
of a pla§ning commission expiring in
any single year.

Planning
without pay,

EDITCR'S NOTE: The above suggestion
ag reported includes far more responsi-
bility than is now given to any city
planning agency. City planning commis-

sions have lacked authority for en-
forcement of their recomuendations.
However, = it would take from them much

of "their present non-political advisory
power if they were given this added fi-
nancial responsibility which is now
within the duties of other city offi-
cers.

e
b
b3
o
L o

"
s

CALENDAR

Jan. 25 - Executive Committee,lowa Con-
ference on Planning, Fort Des
Moines Hotel, Des Moines

Jan, 30 - Iowa State Planning Board,
Fort Des Moines Hotel, Des
Moines
~ I SRR

Study Iowa Activities

"The study of the activities of
State Planning Boards has been assigned
to mee..... The results of the study so
far have impressed us with the high
rank which Iowa holds among the plan=
ning states both as to extent of ac-
tivities and outstanding results as re-
vealed in the reports thus far examined.
The activities of the Iova Eoerd have
been chosen for rather extensive exami-

nation for this reason." -——- From a
letter sent to the Iowa State Planning

Board by :.Charles T. Taylor, Department
of Economics and DBusiness Administra-
tion, Duke University, Durham, North
Carolina.
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Towa Plsoning Ne

January 1957

A PLANNING NEVSPAPER

"Iowa Planning News" is endeavoring
to become mrore and more what its title
indicatey -~ a suumary of activities in
the Planning fleld in Iowa.

It iz the objective of the zditorial
staff to publish as much NEWS as can be
reported from that field in the state.

Cooperation of s1l city and county

plenning organizatiens is invited, in
order to gather all the news of plan-
ning cctivities from month to month.
& "Iowa Plunning Hews" asks euch local
planning group to agsign to some person
the duty of sending news items of local
activities to us esch month. Sucin
items should pe raceived here not later
than the 10th of the month.

News should include reports of rogu-
lar or specisl planning body meetings,
projects under discussion, reconmendsa-
tions made, long-time programs estab-
lished, perscnal items concerning indi-
viduals associated with planning, and
any other topice of interest locally,
inasmuch as these often algo find a
correspondent intorest in other towns
and counties.

This dnvitation: tegssist wus in
making "Iowa Planning News" a better
"newspaper" in the planning field, is
extended to all readers. -~Won't you
send wus items which might be of inter-
est to readers of this publication?
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New "Who-Vnat-Why"

A new booklet, suceessor to "Who,
What, , ' will be dssued shortly by
the Iowa State Plarning Board. It will

i

outline in brief style the activitie
and services of the Beard. Its title

will be "Iowa Looks Ahead".

EY RIS 9
v

2 [T e

Keller On Plan Beard
George Keller, recently appointed
Iowa Works Progress Administrator by
President Roosevelt, has been a member
of the Iowa State Planning Board since
the organization of State Planning in
Towa, three years ago.

NEW CHIEF ENGINEER

Recent reassignments of personncl of
the staff of the Iowa Statc Planning
Board brought to Ames an enginecr from
the teaching staff of the State Univer-
gity of Iowa to serve as chief engineer
of Planning Board engineering projects.

He is Orval J. Baldwin, for 7 years
an ingtructor in the College of Engi-
neering at the University. During his
years on the faculty, he completed work
for his Master's Degree in Hydraulie
Engincering, which he recelved in 1934,
and also obtained field axperience
during summer vacations in various gov-
ernment services.

Mr. Baldwin's home was formerly in
Hillsboro, Ohio. He attended the Ohio
State University, graduating in Civil

Engineering in 1929. Otner temporary
assignments aside from teaching have
included employment ass:

Assistant  engineer for the Ohio
State Highway Department; engineer in
charge of field work on surveys of ri-
vers in northeastern Missouri for the
U. 5. Corps of Engineersg; Hydrauiic En-
gineer for the Iowa Biologiecal Survey.

 His first association with the Iowa
State Planning Board was in connection
with a series of lake bed studies for
proposed  artificial lakes, in ' 1935,
Last year he was engineer in charge of
woter basin studies for which rgports
have been submitted by the Planning
Board to the National Resources Com-

mittee.

Planning Possibilities

"Through careful,business-like plan-
ning, it is possible to provide mcans
for soil erosion control, for elimina-
ting the pollution of weter; for pro-
teeting reservoirs from silting,  or
provide grazing areas, while at the
same time making possible the restora-
tion of game and added recreational op-
porbunities for the public.Me—eco M. I
Wilson, U. S. Under Secretary of Agri-
culture.
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I OWA SBTATE S PLARNIRG BOARD

H. H. Kildee, Chairman . . . . Dean of Agriculture, Iowa State College
T. R. A2 « ¢« « « « « « « « « Dean of Engineering, Iowa State College
Walter L. Bierring, M.D. « « ¢« «+ + « . « . . State Health Commissioner
ity RIS LT R e Presidént, General Wildlife Federation
Mrs, Henry Frankel . . o uy s & s »  clOWa Stéte Conservation Commission
Peoly Hopking s afaiid Director, IowaIPublic Works Administration
George Keller . . . Admihistrator, Towa Works Progress Administration
Chester A. Phillips . . . .Dean of Commerce, State University of Iowa
Agnes Samuclson .« ¢ ¢ o .Statg Superintendent of’Public Instruction
S 00 Trowbridae 0 ANEW o e sy R State Geologist

Fred White + o o« « « « « o« « '« Chicf Engineer, Iowa Highway Commission
: s ghway
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C. M. Moderwell, District Chairman . . . . National Resources Committee

P. . Elwood, Jr., Consultant . . . . . . National Resources Committee

News items, suggestions or new addresses for mailing will be welcome.

"Towa Plsnning News" is published by the Iowa State Planning
Board staff under Federal Project No. & of the Works Progress Adminis-
tration.






