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SF,COND . IOKt CONFERENCE ON PLANNING fiELD AT DE~; MOINES 

An aw~«ening of public officers and 
citi::;ens to the pos r;ibi.lities of city 
and cou:'lty pl anning was definitely in­
dicated by the attendance and interest 
the t v;er c accorded the s econd Iowa con­
ference on planning , at Des Moines , De­
cember 10 . 

County pl:-:rming hr.s attracted the 
notice of countr off icers . There were 
22 members of county boards of su:1er­
vi:::ors , a nd 11 county engineers in at-­
tendsLce . In lit 1'3ast two case3 , the 
entire county boe:rd ,;;as there . 

Dolegatas to the conference came 
from 38 countles , ~ccording to r ~gis­
tration carc•s . lt wE. f., knovm that other 
counti e:::, ·1wre rGpresGni :.!d , but those at­
tending did not regi [;t."r . 

Agri culture prov E.:d it :~ intereE t . · I n 
addition to r, ix countl agricultural a­
gcmt::; and t hose count: · supF~ rvisors v,ho 
als J arl, . .fl,.rm,JrS , thr~r•~- were ~-8 per ;, ons 
who i.ndic &t ud ;nemb cr ship in the Farn 
Bur..;;.u . 

,Jlunic ipal officers , i ncluding mayors, 
one city inc.m:.ger , city cngine;:!I'S , etc ., 
tot '.'l l ed 14; theru wr~ r E: e i ght mc:mbers of 
ci.ty planning commlrnions . Re[;istra­
tions further includf_;d four state rep­
r cs~nta tives und two stat~ s ebators , 10 
club women) 13 Chamli0r of Cornr,H':rce and 
ot h e::.· business c.: ssocia-sion ID •.Jmb E:rs . 

Total r ugi~tr~t i on· was 162 ; sev~r a l 
did not register . 

The conference wr,s ce lled by Chair­
ma n Di;,ight G. McCarty of Emmetsburg , 
who ,;ms crvisen a t the · first s:tatc--wide 
plc:.nning cc:nfcrence at Ames , last Aoril, 
to consider ::md pl an for another such 
e vent . M2l H. Hltrvey of Des Moines was 

secret~:ry and · in charge of local ar­
rangements . 

. --
The conferrnce elected Walter W. 

White , Spirit Lake postmaster , to be­
come chairman of · 2. more permanent state 
planning organizc tlon . M. G. Hall , city 
engineer and i consulting engineer of 
Centnrville , was e l e cted vic e chairman; 
Mrs . K.'.:.. te Terry Loomis , secretary of 
the CoJa r Rapids city planning commis­
s ion, secretury . Additional persons wllo 
wili comprise an executive committee 
include Jc, s s ExJ.ine , Appanoose county 
fe.rrncr , and Mr:; . Harriet Tiinehart of 
Winters 6t . 

Principal s_?oalcer c1.t the conference 
wa s M. W. Torkelson , director of r egion­
al planning for t.he sta.t e of Wisconsin , 
and Works Progress Administrator for 
his st&tc . For many year5 a bridge en­
gineer c1.nd an exc,cutive officer of the 
Wi sconsin str"t e highway commiss ion , Mr . 
Torkelson came into th~ Planni ng field 
in 1929 when Wi sconsin first under took 
a study of its problems and b Ggan to 
plan for const- rv:;. tion :..nd better use of 
timb er l ands . 

Mr . Torkelson told the conference of 
this L ,nd pla nn~ng progrlcm, ,.md how, 
through zoning , unproductivo Lnds had 
bGen rer.iovod from settlemer.t a nd how 
Wiscons i n w,.r, adv~,ncing in practicc.l 
pla nni~g methods . 

Sper<king under the subject 11 Planning 
u Public Works Progrum , u Mr . Torkelson 
cited specific ~xarnplus wh~re Wisconsin 
cj_ties in possess i on of definite plan­
ning progrc:.rns had taken adv1:mtbge of 
the oppor t unities offered through WPJ\ 
for making their communi tics more dc;si-
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rat.1lc,1 as p.l.0.ces in which to live and as 
i.0cc-1 t i ons for industry. 

In the matter of continuous plannir:g, 
1!i:t ·. Tor ke lson stated that in his opin­
\m: u permanent central state planning 
~~oncy i s necessary t o a permanent pla~ 
nl.116 ~)ro r::ram , even for county and city 
)l1:> m1ing, both for the purpose of pro­
v : .. u .t.ng laade::ship and for furnishlng 
info:r.-mation , tecimical guidance and as­
s istance . 

The i::penker illustrr..ted his remarks 
wj_th many stories of planning in prac­
tic8 in ~i sconcin, incidents of act ual 
occurrenc es v:LLch developed in t ht, 
course of 0stablishing a pl anning pro­
gram and achieving r 0:.:;ul ts through its 
operati on . 

A plua for grenter planning for soil 
conservation and for increased uses of 
I owa ag:d.cul tural products in industry 
was mado bJ Ct to S . Mantz, chd.rman of 
the Grcl..tGr Iowa Commiss ion, in his ad­
dre:,s on 11 r l nnning and Business". 

Ur . Muntz foresaw a direct applica­
t:Lon of state pl1.mning t o this fi eld, 
with ths ste t e planning board in the 
position of leadership in conducting 
_;:iractical experimGnts , and in directing 
att ention t o 0ossibilities for develop­
mt::nt of new uses for I owa agricultural 
t)roduc ts . 

He nlso visioned a state planni ng a-
1:;,mcy a :3 definit E:ly a coordinating unit, 
or "clearing house" bt:!tween all other 
speciD.lized s t ate functi ons , fitting 
ind.Lvidual depar tmentcl programs into a 
coordin&ted s tate-wid,-,, plr.tn, and pre­
venting ovc,rlc.pping or duplication of 
cffoTt . 

Pro;:,e r utat e pl anning :i.n t he past , 
Mr . Muntz cieclered , woul d have prevent­
ed 1m:ny o:· th0 evils that t oday exist 
in di:,pl et2d soils , cie '.Jls t ed po9ulation 
and l ack of 1)rogr ess in I owa Ccgricul­
tur al industries . 

Evidence of direct int0rest in local 
pl anning or g2r..iz1:1. tion ca:ne from ques­
tions ;:,f'kdd by del egates f,eeking infor­
mo.t.i on on tbis phase . 

Answering these 4uestions, Prof •• T .R. 
Fitzsimmons of Ames , who recently ,ms 
consultGd by one of thu l ar ger Iowa ci­
ties on the same subject, declared that 
local leadership i s the prime r equisi te 
for planning organization. 

Leadership within the community or 
county once established may rally aram:i 
it the support of the~ progressive and 
inter ested citizenry, and take defini te 
stens t oward permanent organization. It 
:nay- then seek inf ormation on method~ of 
procedure from Iowa State College or 
from the Iowa State Planning Board. But 
the s uccess of l ocal planning, Prof. 
Fi tzsirnmom: timphasized, i G t he l eader­
ship it attracts fr om within the county 
and coEmmni ty. 

PLAi:JNING BOARD HEARS OF 
P?OGRESS MADE ON PROJECTS 

AT A 1'JIEETING in Des Moines on Decem­
ber 12, sup'-'rvisors of a dozen differ­
ent pro j ects sponsored by the Iowa St ate 
Planning Board r epor t .:;d on the nuture 
a nd progr r:: ss of their work . 

Dr. Russell E. Jonns ,Direct::,r of Re­
search of the Sta t e Department of Pub­
lic Instruction, described t he survey 
of avallable high school f acilities . 
Mr . J. R. F'itzs i lilmons, t echnical advi s ­
er of r ecrea tLm and cl ty planning , 
spoke en the state-wide survey of re­
creational f acilities and progr ams 
which is bGing conducted under his su­
pervi s ion. 

Dr. Charl es R. ifoyes, State Arehac­
olor.;ist , told inter esting blts of Iowa 
History and illus t rated his talk with 
examples ,Jf Indian pottery and fighting 
equlprne:nt which had been unearthed in 
the procese of excavating Indian mounds 
i n northeast Iowa . 

Dr. J. J. Hinrnan, Jr., of the State 
Medical Laborat ory, de scribed wE:ter 
c:nalyses being nado under his direction 
from samples obtained by an earlier 
Iowa Ste.te Planning Board project. 



IMP ORTANT NOTICE 

I owa Plannin~ New s compl et e s its Volume No. l 
wi t h this issue . Back copi e s are still a vail­
able only for March, June , Sep t emb er and Nov­
ember , and in very limited number. 

A new mailing list is being prepared for us e 
beg inning with the January numb er . 

Iowa Planning New s ha s been issued without 
charg e , and will b e continued to those who 
de si r e to r ece ive it . 

Iowa Sta te Planning Board 
Elm Lodge Am e s , Iowa 

De c . 21 , 1 93 6 

To the Iowa State Planni ng Board, 
Elm Lo dg·e , Ame s, Iowa 

Pl ea s e con ti nue my name on the mai ling list 
fo r l0\1/E...L _Pl anning News . My correct mailing 
adCress i s a s f ollows : 

Name 

S~ree t or Rural 

Town or City 

(This r eque st doe s not obli ga te me in a ny way) 
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i.fr . 1vfor'.tc ffo r ri 2 , hesearch Engineer 
f or t he State Highway Commlssion ex­
~ Lui ned t he s t a t e traffic survey which 
i r b d .nr; conducted und er r:is supervi-

P:rof . C. Woody Thornµ r, on of the Col­
L-;;go of Comj112rce at t he St.::-. te Univ ersi­
t;: of I m·:a. , s;Joke on the state -wide Tax 
S11rvl3y ·. ;hj_cii i s obt2ining data u seful 
in e ~ti;:::c..t:.ng the effec t of vi:rious 
measure □ for tax r evis i on . 

Dr . Howard Bowen , Coll~ ge of Commerce, 
University of Iovw. , d -,., :ocrib ud populat i on 
a nd cocial ana lysen , r esults of which 
should prove u seful in legislation. 

0 1~her p::: ·oj ,,ict supervisor s r epor ting 
on t he i r particular surveys wer e : Norman 
Stnmd , farm s ta t is tics; K. S. Clancy, 
trl' ffic a ccident a rwlysis ; Dean Sw:,rt­
z el, urban tr1::.ffic ; Haro.ld Gaunt, urban 
l and us e ; Eugen e Friff:Lth , base ma ps; 
Howard Chandler , public h t~al t h .facili­
t i e s; Lloyd S,nith, l&k n a nd s tr8am i m­
provt~ment . 

Mr .C . M. Iviod8r we l l , Chicar;o , Chal.rman 
of Di s trict No . 7, N;;.UorwJ. Resource s 
Committee , attend8d U.:.•c mee ting . 

WASHINGTON PLANNING COUNCIL 
ISSUES REPORT ON RFCLAiviATION 

THE IOWA STATE l)LANNING BOARD li­
brary .is in r.e c c ipt of an a ttro.ctivo 
publication of the ::Jashingt on State 
Planning Council,tr0ating with Reclama­
tion as r:.. sound. nation a l policy-. I t i s 
a n lnquiry into the e ffects of irriga­
t ion devslopment on local , state and 
nr ti.ona l econ omy, a s demonstrated by 
tlrn YaKima Vall ey . 

Sine~ the ~orld War the economic de­
p1·ession which has existed in agricul­
tur .) has l ed to t he c1u estioning , by 
many , of tJ·,2 soundn0s s of fur th0r l a nd 
reclamation by irrigation . 

?hi s r eport sueks to answer the qu~~ 
tions: H-'.ls the national policy of re ­
c l amation of cr i d l imds ns carried out 
by the rcclc._mation l a w of ,Jurn;; 17, 1902 
a nd its limendnhmts, been justified by 

results ; and should t hi s policy be con­
tinued on & r ationa l bas i s , proporly 
rel&ted to a sound na tional l a nd use 
program? 

The qu,::stions &.r e answer ed in t he 
ctffir mr.1.tiv0 , justified on the fo l.Lowing 
ground s: (1) Feder a l r e cla mati on pro­
j e cts r epay di r e ctly to the gov errnrn:mt 
the moneys inves ted in them as requir t=id 
by r E,clE.ina tion .Law; (2) They contribute 
::mbstantially to the nation I s wed.th; 
(:5) Ti1 ~Jy support n e. tiorn:.!l industr:Le;s 
end services such r .. s eas t ern manufactur­
ing pl.:mts , tra nscontinental f r e i ght 
carri ers , t e l egr aph c.nd posta l S(:-1rvices ; 
(4) They do not produc e crops which add 
t o or oggn,vLtr;; pr t::' S,Jr.t nationa l sur­
pluses , s ince thes e project::: produce 
only re l a t i vel y small quantities of 
corn, cotton , whca t and tobacco; ( 5 ) 
a nd fim!lly, the irrigntion deve lopment 
in tlw west cc.nnot b e carried on by any 
oth E.o r agency t hrm thl3 na tional govern­
ment. 

The book is 8 t tro.cti vely done , with 
good illu str1::.tions , a nd supporting da t a , 
rela ting to the Yakima Valley proj e c t . 

PLANNED PP.RK DEVELOPMENTS 

----rn-DE!iJloNSW,ATE the value of .QJ.anning 
bof or c d c.::v elopment , a lso to expedite 
the b1:;gi11ning of construction under 
F . E . R . A. E,nd W. P . A. work progran:s, 
the Iowa St a t e Pl a nning Board d C:: signing 
s t aff has prepar8d preliminary , gen eral 
or detailed plan s :or 84 different 
state and local r e creationa l a r eas and 
preserves , including parks, athletic 
f i elds D.nd waterfront developments. 

Distribution of these area s is shown 
on tlw m:-.p following . Illustra t ed on 
the following pc1ge i s the city pa rk a t 
LeMars . 

The Iowa State Planning Board does 
not consider such pa r k planning a p er­
ma n ent functi on, except perhaps on a 
demonstra tional bas i s , but has answered 
the call f or speed in the preparatlon 
of plans from which c ons truction could 
proc8ed . 
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AN APPROACH TO .STATE PLANNING 

Sta t l'; Planning Methods and Funct ions 

ALTHOUGH PLANNING IS OLD , state plan-
. ni ng is r ulatively new . The first s tat­
utory board (1fiisc onsin) was organized 
in H:31 . ,In the r apid progress of or..:. 
gun:i.zation f rom 1931 t o U;36 f orty-s even 
atat a pl anning agencies hav~ been cre­
ated, most o;f which are official and 
have stc tt:i ap i-ropri e_t:i..ons . . 

Repor tir:g in 1933 after a: survey of 
adr:iinistr,ci tioE in Iow&, t he Institute 
for Gove::'nment ReseE.rch of_ the Brook­
ing::: I nsttu ~i on concluded that : "The 
app:::.rrmt need is for a body of public­
spiri ted citizens , incl uding members ·of 
the Gener al Ar~sembly , to i:,ct as a r e­
s eu.rch and planning counc-:i.l with re­
spect to state and local -administrative 
orgunization. This body should have 
nothing to do with the specialized r e­
search and planning, ~hi ch should be 
done by the admini strative depc.rtments 
wi thin their r espect ive functional 
fields ." 

The proposed council would serve as 
an advisory and coordinating body. It 
wo1.1.ld conduct a "con.tinuous ·solf-SUIVE..,Y- 11 

and its composition and duties would be 
"bared on the oxperiencc of the state , 
which b:1s b eE::n suffici bnt to show that 
om, permnnent r esponsible body is like­
ly to be more c:: f'fective t han a succes­
sion of temporctry ones and that a stat'.}­
wi dc pl anned program of r esearch , con­
tinuously carried on, is Ekely t o be 
more fruitful than i nvs•stigations and 
surveys that are lntermittent and dis­
connected . The council should repr e­
sent not only the l egislD.ture but the 
whole people of the stnto . It should 
be non-partisan ." 

Thus a group of experts in the field 
of govc, rnment research recommended in 
1933 thDt a 11 r esearch and planning 
council 11 be formed in Iowa. 

In Fe:bruary , 1934 , t he first I owa 
Stuto Planning Board was creat8d by ex-

ecuti v e order. The -- - second board was 
appointed in June , 1§~~~ trnofficial and 
q. epend ent upon emer gency appropria tions, 
th,J Iowa State Pl anning Board has at­
tempted neverthel ess t~ serve t he peo­
pl e of the stote s'omewha t along the 
lines tmggested by the Brookings Insti­
tution ~ but considering in a broader 
way the problems of development, utili­
zation and pres$::rvation of t he r esources 
of I owa . 

Beginning with a program of some 
twenty ,projects, the Iowa State Plan­
ning Board has consolida t ed its acti vj_­
ties with a view toward performing v;al­
uab l e services not organized by (or ·ex­
pected of) any other agency, elimina t­
ing o.ny poss i bility of duplication. 
While · it h ; still i inposs ible to de{ine 
in complete de'..,ail and with utter fin­
ality the metlY!cl s rmd functions of sw..te 
planrL:_ng , the s'o11owin6 interpr e t ation 
--- based ,:_;n Iowa Gxped.enc e and :Iowa 
needs -- ::::houl d IJromote an under::; t and­
ing o.t' tho way stl: te pll:.nning prnpo~~es 
to a L~ t and v,flat it pr oposes to do . 

The p:r-ocess of findi ng and analyzing 
f acts is as important" to state planning 
as the latter is to- ste t e government. 
Plans are good only i f they are based 
on facts accurately determined and im­
partially an,dyzed. 

Legisl n-tive bodies t oday are gener­
ally dissatisfied with "guess-work" 
measures . A proposed bill affecting 
two and a half million Iowans should be 
based on close estimates of its i mpli­
cati ons and probable effects ; yet , al­
though legislators individually and as 
a group do not wi sh to depend on per­
sonal or "pressur8- group 11 opinions , 
they often have no sati sfactory alter­
native . 

State planning offer s to correct this 
s ituation by act ine; ns a research agercy 
to which the legislature can refer mat­
ters r equiring stati s tical study or 
other t echnical inves tigc... tion . 

In addition to conducting r esearch 
bearing on l egi s l ative proposals &nd 
gover nmental r cor ganize t i on, a state 
planning agency can make such special 
statistica l studies as may be r equired 

' . 
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by th s:: state execut ive department with 
1·ecpt:,Ct to problems not falling within 
the j urisdi ct ion of any other one sta te 
agency but r el ating to matters ·of s t am­
wide importance . 

At r egular i nterval s the state plan­
ning agency should r eport its own pro­
gr ess and accomplishments, indicate 
state pl' ob l ems r equi ring attention and 
suggest programs of r esearch or act.ion. 
These periodic r eports should summari ze 
existing conditions and trends in the 
s tate , i nsofar as they concern state 
planning, and should be directed to the 
gener al public as well as all branches 
of the s ta·te government . 

In the f inal chapter on 11Researc::i 
and Planning" in t he Brookings Ins ti tu-­
tion' s r eport on i ts survey of adminis­
tration in I owa , t he aut hors sugges t ed 
that Iowa mi ght "so unify and coordi-' 
nate its administr ative , institut ional, 
and intellect ual · r esources as to ob­
viat e i n the futur e the ne ed of special 
and blanket surveys by outs ide special­
i sts ". 

Lamenting the l ack of an under­
s tanding r el at i onship between r esearch 
gr oups and t ne s t ate government, and 
the ab sence of an effective . foJ.1ow­
up after t he publ ication of survey r e­
ports , t he Brooki ngs Ins titution pro­
posed that the s ituati on be corrected 
by the organizati on of a continuous 
self--sur vey -- a "research and planning 
council". 

An .oppor tunity for coordination ex­
i sts in the fi eld of government r e­
sear ch . At pres ent, accordi ng to the 
Br ookings r eport: "Much of the r e­
sear ch wor k done in Iowa i s ill- timed 
and uncoordinat ed. Tax studies are 
valuable at one time ; they are likely 
to be ineffective at anot her . Studies 
of count y government should accompany 
studi es of st&t e govar nment . When t hey 
ar,:) made at differ ent -ti mes , one s et of 
studi8s is likel y t o be out - of-da t e and 
f or gotten befor e t he ot her i s finished." 

To change thi s condi t i on, t he s tat e 
pl anning agency shoul d bo ass i gned t he 
duty of keeping an i nventor y of r ecent 
and curr ent government r esearch con-

ducted at institutions of higher educa­
tion, etc., and th,: further duty of 
keeping such ins ti tuti ons informed of 
timely subj ects f or gover nment r e­
search. 

The increasing integration of state 
and f ederal activities in such fie lds 
as public works, r elief administr ation, 
social security, etc., creates a fur­
t her need for a coordi nating agency in 
each sta te. 

To encourage and a id Iowa count i es 
and towns in their own self-analysis 
and planning programs, the s t at e plan­
ning agency can provi de a consult ing 
s ervice to answer r equests from county 
and town planning groups. Such service 
would hel p the lo'c al groups organize 
surveys and studies ; suggest methods of 
analysis and f urther procedure , but 
l eave to tlrn peopl e of the local com­
munity t he act ual planning of measures 
f or developmGnt and · cons ervation of 
t heir r esourc es. 

The stat e planning agency should 
maintain contacts with state and f eder­
al ma.ppi ng services -- should pr epare 
and keep up to dat e a s eries of base 
maps for all I ovm counties and t own­
ships. These should be availab l e to 
other s t at e depar t ments and t o t he pub­
lic a t cost. Maps of a special n~t ure 
such as population di s tributi on maps , 
uniform county s chool maps, etc ., should 
be included when their nature and use 
vmrrant their prepar ation as part of a 
stat e mapping program. 

One of the most important jobs of 
s t a t e pl anning i s t he preparation of a 
long-time public works progr am . Con­
sider a,tions of' empl oyment , public 
health . and safety , r ecreation and many 
other f act ors are i nvolved. Often it 
i s necessary t o choose bet ween pro­
j ects , to r ank t hem as t o pri ori ty , t o 
rule against s ome becausri of t hei r un­
suitable character. A s t a t e pl anning 
agency is f r ee t o j udge i mpar t i al ly , t o 
cons ider al l aspects and implica t i ons 
of' ~ach pr oj ect , to r ovi 8W well i n ad­
vance s o as t 0•~ void t he i l l c '.)ns i der ed 
rec-'.)mtDE.mdat i cms whi ch r esult from ha ste. 



LA GUARDIA PLEADS FOR 
" NiWv Vif1.Y OF LIVING 11 

IN ViJi:LCOMING '.!:'HE DELEGATES t o the 
New York Eei.'a ld Tribune I s Forum on Cur-­
r e ut Problems , r e cently, Mayor F. H. La 
Gaard:i a , of New York , rnade an e loquent 
plea for t he kind of nationa l and local 
government whieh will help the physical 
sciences in th e achi evement of the 11 New 
Way of Li ving 11 for the nm,3s0 s of the 
people . To quote i n part : 

"Seienc e could stop today and not, do 
another thing for a hundred years a nd 
the government could not catch up with 
it . Thi:::: is due , not to l a ck of intel­
ligenc e , but entire ly t o the selfish­
n ess ~nd greed of men . 

"The people of our country hav e been 
given th8 educational br:.:. cl~ground and 
the spi r:i. t ua l development to enjoy the 
better , t he b ,~au t i ful things of life. 
They &.re hungry for t hem . TheJ ask, 
a nd yet, while s ciEmee has created I the 
n ew way of living ' in comfort and eaoe , 
and happiner,s , the poli tice ] and e cono­
mi c W<.i.Y h2s yet to b ,;; found .••. 

"Di sc\weri e ,; and invcn-~ions in th9 
f i e l d of food have d 2v8lOI),.:d to the de­
gree of as,,uring heal thy L::,b i es , sound 
bodies and long Live s , vnd yet we h a ve 
r i ckets and undernourisheJ children a nd 
peoplo in want . Ventil ati0n and fire ­
proofing , decoration and l and s ca ping 
ha ve progr0sscd t o t he stat8 of blue­
prints and cle:3igns for s2,ni tary , che 0;r­
ful , comfort&ble hous ing , a nd yet we 
have firetrap , disease- bre0ding, ·dismal 
toneme::;nti, . 

"What a pGr r~dox in a country t hat 
wi11 ch0er and bt1ild rnonum.:mts , a nd 
properl:; so, to irw,:;r:tors and sc i e n­
tists end discoverers of thc,st) rrnw ma­
chinus , but will se~k to os tracize a nd 
br1:,nd another a r a d i c :.,l v:ho seeks to 
creat~ thu laws and establish the e co­
nomics to rnakc: the:::e things possible 
f or o.11 of th:i peopl e •..•. 

nLc_,v;s rnuf:t ke 'JP ab r ecis t of scienc e .. 
A countr:r wh i ch h&s the inv:::-mti ve ge­
nius to create, devLlop and pr oduce t he 

wonders of which you wj_.l]. hear in the 
course of this discuss i on of 'The New 
w~w of Living I certainly must have the 
genius of finding a w1Jy to make this 
new way a reali ty . 11 - The Ameri ccm Ci ty. 

RECREATIONAL AREAS TRANSFERRED 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT r ecently s i gn ed 
the Executive Order compl eting transfer 
of r ecreationa l demonstr[tion areas 
fr om the Resettlement Ad minis t r ati on to 
the De par tment of the Interior . 

The Order , signed Nov ,~:nber 14,pla ces 
under the Interior Dr,,pE,rtment the & C -· 

quisi t,ion of l ands ;:;cs Wt-)11 as the de­
velopn1ent of areas , a nd f;mb r a c e s monies , 
option3 , contr,,.cts 1..nd all personnel, 
all off'icitl records , and other f&cili­
ties necessary f or prosecution of the 
progr,,m . 

Al though full resporn.dbili ty for de-­
v elopmcmt of the r ecreationa.l demon­
str a tion pro j ects was vested in the 
N;:,tional Purk Service lttst August, fol­
lowing tht.; ir tr t;nsfer from th e Re set­
tle1nc:mt Administr& tion, responsibility 
for c:, cquiring ti tlu ·i:,o t h6 l a nds a nd 
making pu:y1::ent therefor , n "mE,,i 1wd with 
the Eese t i:.lement Administr r.: tion until 
the :sx "" cutive Order of November 14 
transferred this responsibility to the 
N:::.tional PL. rk Service of the Department 
of ttw In tori.or . 

Forty- s i x irec:.s , located in 24 
statDs , most of thtJffi neGr enough to 
l arge :Lndustrial centi.:!r;3 to serv8 s.s 
outh;ts for- the city dwellers of limi­
t ed rGeans , whoJe opportunities for open­
a ir r e creation hav~ b uun few, are in­
cluded in this trc nsfer . Some hc,l f do-­
zen h&d b e en sufficisntly deve loped 
l ast sunune:r t o be put tu use , and on 32 
of the projects orgeni z r:: ci camping fa­
cil i t i es have beon or ~ru to b e built. 

Re c reetion f r,cLd.t.Les of this typo 
are prov ed n.ml. pre:3t3i.ng needs of the 
l ov;-income port i on of the public , a nd 
it i s thfJ belief of the Nationa l PE1rk 
Servic e that their d2velopment will 
mar k one of the ,:aost populr,r c,nd v:h0l o ­
some methods of L-md utili ze. tion ev er 
a ttempted by any Government . 
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LOW COST HOUSING AND 11 GOV1RNMEN'l' COMPETITION ". 

'i'EY C0;\!1!,il'I'TY!~ ON HOU~:I NG AND empl oy­
::1en L of \he National Associa tion of 
Manufacturers ref e1·red in a recent r e ­
f)Or t to the " thr eat of f ederal compe­
tition in the norma l housing fi e ld" . 

Thi s r eport c oj_ncided a lmost exa ctly 
,rith tl:.e s t uter.ient c:'.:' Howard A. Gray , 
di r ~ctor of t he P. W. A. h~us ing divi ­
s ion th8t "while on l y 500 f amilies ac­
tually bave ,new ed int o f eder a lly built 
l ow- c of;t dwellings , 26 ,186 wor ke rs have 
been gi ven direct emoloyrnen t a t the 50 
')r oj e c t si t e[, 11 • 

Moru i mportant , however , to t he in­
dividuals interes t ed in l ow cost or lo½ 
ren t housing W8f3 t h e fc;c -:; tr.at , v,h i le 
ob j e c t ir;g t o 11 gover nment compe t ition", 
t h ,:, Manufa c t ur2:r·::, 1 commit te1:; a l~rn urg t;)d 
i ndus t r i al i sts to g i v8 t heir attention 
to t h e ne ed o f low cos~ and low r ent 
hou f:i ng in t he, ens ::, rang cc; of t wo to 
t hn:,e thou sand. r.ioL, .. ei.'::, . 

Recogni zing c nci·d f or c, c onomy all 
e l ong the H ne :: .. f tv;o and thr l1e t h ou­
c. a nd dollc,r ho11L ~: an= t o be ma de avail­
'-'-b l a , t h 0 comm~ ttee [:j::-::prcf,;:;ed t he vi ew 
t hat "only by coo1,cJJ .. nc:.ted d 'f or·t and 
mutual cooper atic-n c ;-nong variou s g:roups 
whLch E:upply l a r.d , me t eria l.s , credit 
c,nd t c ctnicions a nd craftsmen wh o a dd 
·':hu serv LCf)S ~,hi cl1 m~ .... kc a home pos si­
L J. ,:: , c :.:n the ff)rma1 p:::- oceesus of evolu­
t i u.i bG spe8ci tid t o sol v 0 this important 
0c·momic 1,,nri social prob.L umrr . The com­
mittee urged: 

l. . fo~duc t i on 0f t he t ax l oad on 

;~. Re;,ear ch by pr oduc er ~-, as t o the 
manner in V,llich b etter !l')mes c .o. n b e 
pr0vidod a t l ess c os t . 

3 . Plans by emrl oy br s and e;nployees 
.f02 muro c ont inu,ms Lmploymen t in the 
tuilc'.iing i ndustri es wh1:,rc,by a larger 
::, J:1 ni.::a .. L re·~urn w.U. l b e r:.ssurod t he wor k­
,T ;_.n<i lrriJer unit c ··;st2 wi ll r 0sult. 
(Th is prosumab l y me1:cnf3 l owur hourl y 

1:1.·agc1s , h:Lg11 c:r yc:arly pay . ) 
,: . De :0 .ign by engin uer ,s a nd :::.rchi-

t ects of more satisfc c t ory homes for 
the great bulk of t he peopl e . 

5 . Development by f inancia l insti­
t utions of progr ams t o a i d f am:Llios of 
f,mc ll means to own home s saf c: l y and 
permit t hose seeking safe i nvestments 
of funds new opportuni ties for putting 
their fu nds to work . 

6 . F'urnisriing hy employer s of s pe­
d .fie advice and a s s istimce to employ­
oes in home buying Dnd r enta l r rob l ems . 

The committed es tim&ted t he pre s ent 
hou s i ng r sc~nir u nents in America at 
~round 6 , 000 , 000 home units . 

As de~onstr at~d by t hese tw o r eports, 
t here i s mo~:G T,o b,o h£,d from [.; gover n­
men t hou s :Ln6 procr a rri thc,n t he houses 
built under i t . Unfavor i::,ble though 
c ~Tta in [;r oi.::.p~; mr.y b e to government 
compe tition i n hou s ing , to the prospec­
t ive home owner At l e ,:;_s t, it rne&ns the 
introduction of competi t ion t o a fi e l d 
where it did not exi st b ef ore . Until 
the gov,3rrunen t began t h i nking &b out 
l ow-cost housing for per sons in the 
low8r inc ome bn,cke t s , the building in­
dustrie s h r .. d t 11 k -2 n s ce nt notic e of the 
f fr ld, 1:,ssu rning thLt t hese pe opl e would 
go on living in s lums to the end of 
t ime. . 

In f i elds wh er , , compet .i.t i :Jn a mong 
pri vnte enterpriscs has assured c ,msum­
e r s of good, l ow-cost 9r oducts , th1:;re 
lw.s b een n o t e l k ~i' "g,:ivernrnon t c ompe­
titi ::m . 11 I t i s only in f i elds \oihcr e a 
l a ck of ke en c ompe t i ti 1n has l e d t o 
s t a gna t i on c.nd ind j_f..f ._ir t; nC G t o a nything 
other t h -':.n mai nterw nce of tllc statu s 
quo that th8 gov er nment h,'.;.S ne oded to 
s t 8p in ::.nd gi ve o. need ,,:;d impetus . 

Low c os t govGrm:18n t h 1using h c::.s pro­
vided fi VG hundr·t~d f ami lies with h :...irw:s . 
If' in a ddJ.ti,, n i t hE;s stir red a leth l:..:·0-c 
pri v a t e en ter pri se i n to a c t i on by fu -
cus ing a tt E:,ntion on a fi <;; ld forme: ly ig­
nor10d, it may prove a r;h"af urr.; of c<..@po­
titi .on h uL l thiul t> i ndustr y ~s woll as 
to tJw f' i. .. mil i es dire c tly bcnef' i t ed . 
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