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V ::_,.L. 1, No. f3 Elm Lodge, Ames, Iowa October 1936 

THE PLACE OF' PUBLIC HEAL1.'H IN· A S'TATE PLANNING PROGRAM 

ALTHOUGH THE INV,~NTOii.Y of public 
health re Bources and programs in Iowa 
now being tai(en by t h b Iowa State Plan
ning Board's survey of public health 
re s ources is still far from complete, 
there is a great deal of intereGting 
information concerning the evolution of 
public health end the present admini s
trative organization which is of vital 
interE'?S t in planning an improved pub
lic hc,alth program for the future. 

Ever since Adam caught cold one damp 
and frosty night :i.n D damp nook j_n the 
garden of Eden, people have realized 
that good health is eGsential to a hap
py e:-:istsnce. . And ever sinc2 Eve 
caught Adam 's cold in a war:n dry cave 
some days l at~r, men have r ealized that 
sickn2s s and health are not individual 
problems, but is sues which Ghallenge 
the united ~\ction of the entire commu
nity . 

This el emental knowledge, however, 
proved of negligible value for many, 
many centuries , and plague and disease 
swept in wave after devastating wave 
over the !mown world, decimating popu
lations and leaving terror and demoral
ization in their w.s.(<es . 

In their ignorance and terror men 
cast about for some ezpl.cnation for 
these awful. visitation.:::, a nd at length 
decided tha t avenging gods &nd superna
tural beings sent thes e epidemics as a 
punishment for populations who had an
gered them . This theory pc1:3sed through 
various stages , early Christians, Jews, 

.and witches being at various times held 
r 8sponsible o.nc suffering · terrible 
deaths for thcdr evil works . Others 
held that plagues were the r esult of 
certain phenomena observed in the heav
ens, and by s-c,range coinciaence some 
outbreaks of plague followed predic
tion3 made upon such foundations. 

Thinking men , however , were not sat
isfied with these explanations , and 
gradually the theory that parasitic 
bodies were re$ponsiDle for disease be
came foremost in the minds of medical 
men . The spread of syphilis in the 
15th century made it impossible to :;_g
nore the influence of individual con
tact any longer . Finally in the 18th 
century the Dutchman , Leeuenhoek saw 
bacteria through a microscope of his 
own invention . Jenner, Budd and others 
developc~d the theory further , but it 
r emained. for the groat PD.s teur to de 
monstrate conclus ively the spread of 
contagion through micr o,-organisms and Jco 
perfect the vaccine.tion t echnique . 

With this last great advance the g0/
errun0nts of all n&tions could at last 
work against tangible objects definite-
1:,- known to spread disease, and they 
were not slow in ~etting started in the 
fight . It wa~, n0t long before the turn 
of the last cimtury that this program 
started , and today we hc:ve progressed 
far beyond the fondest dr cs2ms of th6sc 
,:,arly public heal th workers in comba t-
ing contagious dis easc, s . But after 
the first grtSat advances ptwple r t: laxed 
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their s t ern fL_;ht i:, i th the r es<.1.l t that 
mlr puhlir~ heal t h a ppropriations have 
b eer: ins'..l.l 'ficLmt to put, icto eff ect 
the progre 5siv~ pr8ven t ivc measures 
discoveruJ Ly r esGarcher s in this dan
~rc,rous f i. ;:,l.d . Nc, verthr) l e r,s, e;:tens i ve 
:pl:bi.ic b c!cd. t h admiListra-!:.iv~: organiza
t i ons ~av~ been set u p and are now bus
ily er,gc.:,g:_,d in :)rotc,cting the heal th of 
each and evory c i t iz en . A short look 
&t t he organi~&tion in Io~a will give a 
picture n : ther typical of publi c: heal th 
p:rogro.rns in mc: ny nf our or imuri ly r urc::l 

The au :-..hor:i. ty fo r 1,1ini;:;tering to the 
public h cc lth ha s its l egal found1:.tion 
in the _::Jol ice power , v,-hieh is the b r:1.;:; 8 

fer so .r;wriy ~,ctivi. t i es of the gov ern
ment , including actual policu wor k , 
f ire prevention, building bnd zonin& 
e:. nd e v er. 9l ann ing . Eoweve r, the na
~u r<::, o .-::' publ.i_c h o&l th ~,ork pr ov r:,n ts the 
l aw fr or.i laying dmm spe cificully the 
en-'~ire r Lm[;e of work t o b e done . Cbn
s ecluei1 tly the pow,ors a nd duties gra.ntod 
t :J public heDlth work a r e qui t b sHe2p
inJ und in somu c~sou are rather sum
ma.'.'y in ttwL· ei f ,:::c ts. 

At th2 he?.E .. d of Iowa he.al th adminis
trr.., tion 0te.nds the Commissioner of 
Health , Dr . W. L. E i urri n~, ~ - D. , ap
pointe d by the~ gove r r:o r for a krm of 
f our y eor,-::, . Thli c omniissionur in his 
t urn appo.Ln t;:; t he r em&indE:r of the staff 
f or- the State: Department of Hea lth, all 
qu::,.lified in thc~ir ruf_;pecti vi::, dutios by 
l ong techniea l tr~ining in medicine , 
pujlic hyi; iene: , or s.sni to.ry engineering. 
T}k work of the de pDrtmcmt is d i vided 
ro1.lghly int:; fiv,:_; di visions . 

Thr.:, first L , Emgag,)d in :, .<:.fcgu E~rdi11g 
i.lL' h..;.:::1 LL of mothers and ch11dr,)n , h1 
crovicling pr ,: --na tal c a r e .'....nd educr·, tion, 
~.ml in h,-,i.·.l tL •.:ducaticr. . 

Th,c: s ,: C'.)nci di·,i::-_;ir:m i s engogcd in 
t 1i.-: c:ontriJl &nr.l pr 1.)V,'nt-1.on of c ou1cnuni
cabl ,; d.i:::J:';e,s , _pro,,i,)t1n g pr8ve:ntive 
;:ir'')grun;3 , .Loe& t ing ::.; --;1..n-c s:s of infe ct.Lon, 
i solating thf: f.;i8 ~~, Ll! i. d s i1nilc. .. r ~cti. 1.ri-· 
t l (~ r::~ It 

T'lrird vte ! ... Elvu t}1,J di.v·ision of sai1i
tary -?ngfri:,,.0 ring c,nd ,• nvironm-.,nt::.l ,rn.n -
i t :: t1.nn, t.1r •,: siUt::d O\:'" t:!r by a 3Q11i tci.ry 

C: ngine e r , and e ng&ged in a:-iprovi.ng and 
promoting s afe watd' s upp.li~s and c, d o
quate sewage di sposal syst-.c rns, t:!.nd in
vesti gD ting sanit~:tion in sw:Lmn;j_ng 
pools, stc to parkc a nd industr i al ~s 
t,1.;_bli s hm0mts. l·for :: i s \'.Or k of r, ;nost 
fundam e:ntr,l prev entive nB,tun;; , 

The n ext divi s i on is engng8d i n col
l ecting a nd recording vita l statistics 
of all sort.:;, c nrnputing d(:£-tth r a te:s , 
and birthrat1js , morbidity ::v1d morta lity 
rates f0r differ~nt diseas es &nd othur 
ini"··.1rrna ti --m vc:luaole t o the understand
ing of the magnitude and incidenc e of 
vo.ri :m:: h ue.l th ;_::,r •)l> l ems . 

The last division~ that of perform
ing l ab orat 'Jry s .:.,rvi ccs . The:se ser vices 
includu the tcstinr; of city water sup
plil,S a nd SLJv1ngf, ; i rrnpection of milk , 
bl·x)d tosts d' vt~rl.'.)US sorts and 0thE::r 
t y pes ..Jf E:xumiriatic,rn-; are made fr ee or 
at a v ery low c: )St by th;;, l aboratori ci s 
:::>f th'" h0alth de pr-rtment . 

Th,~se: vari.•Ju s activities r eE,ch out to 
all the; c ounty anJ l ocal h ec:.l th uni ts , 
which Etr t, ,Jrg&niz ,,d :m a differen t plun . 

Each tovm and -:; a ch t ,j wm:hip in I owa 
i s r equired by l a w to ha v o u b oard of 
i,:--.lth which must mee t at l c.::.. st t wi ce a 
y 8ar . This b :·iard must he,;vc as ono of 
its memb ers a. heal t h physic i an v,ho is 
v 2st0d with c :msidcro.ble 2uthor i ty r e 
luting t o qua rant:Ln ,." , ::;anitation &nd 
similar 1:iutters , ,,nd who mu s t a l.so m,:::ke 
r . .,ports t 1.) the sL i:,t~ d (~p&rtment of all 
cas es of certcin ctis 0L.SG S oc curring in 
his community . Th2 pBy of t hiG offi cer 
is d0it 0rminec. by .Jk: go·.rerning b;Jdy of 
th8 c ·) trnnunlty , and in t h u Vb.St maj or l ty 
elf c::',S8 S +,hie phys.i..cian got::; V,.Jry l~.ttle 
r0munc r atL,n if &..ny far his services . 

Iowa l rw auth,)r iz(:; s c.:;-m,tL,~; t o or
gani ze as h u1::.l th urd t;::; , buildi ng c0unty 
h:::>spi 1.,1,:, l s , hiring flhy,3 .icirrnr" Lnd nur .:.:e s 
uncl p,;rf\)rmi.ng 211 o.£' tLt:; ·>thi..::r duties 
and -.1bl:..g&tLJm, ·f:..· tlw L>cal C'),n-d :.:n 
a county-wid2 01:sls . Ve ry f-.:..w c rn .. mties 
in I owa llr,v 8 av,,i L -d tLc:mselv0s o.f t h i s 
type of organizi1ti ,,,n, which would prob
abJy allow 1,:, greatly i mpruvod public 
h es.1th s ervic o at littlLl c •:.> st . 

One: further bod,1 should be: mentioned 
in spcc:.,king of h1.; tlT,h administra tion. 
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Thi s is the State Bo&rd of Health. It 
is composed of the governor's executive 
council, f:l ve appointed members and the 
commissioner of health. Its powers are 
purely &dvisory , but it serves a con
s iderablt: f unction in such a capacity. 

At f irst glance this seems to be 
quite a complete organization which 
should be capable of taking care of the 
needs of t he population, and indeed it 
might be if each community did its part 
in fulfilling this program. However, 
with small appr opriations for the state 
department, no appropriations from most 
l ocal i t i es , and genernl ignorance con
cerning the public hea.l th needs of the 
state the program i s far f rom adequate . 
That it is as complete as is the case 
is due in a large part to the efforts 
of non- governmental organizations such 
as the Red Cross, P&re~t-Teachers Asso
ciation, American Legion and many other 
orgli:.nizations which have carried on pro
gr&ms of immunization , education, and 
pr evention in many parts of the state . 

So str ong were indications that the 
program was inadequate that the depart
ment of' health r 0quested the planning 
board to mak8 a survey of public health 
r es ourc es throughout the state , with 
the view in mi~u of establishing an en
larged and improved program for public 
health which wi ll r each with greates t 
economy every citizen of the state with 
an adequate preventive ~rogram. 

The exact form which this program 
will t ake i s not as y et clear, and will 
not be unti l the r esults of the surveys 
arc known . Several possibilities have 
b ec::n under consideration and some new 
moves hav,~ been l aunched. A discussion 
of thes e possibilities will be made in 
next month's Planning News. 

PLANNING BOARDS PUBLISH NZWS LETTERS 

DURING SEPTE.tvffi ~R THE State Planning 
Boards of Florida and Tenness ee inaugu
rated monthly news letters. Both the 
Florida Planning Diges t and the Tennes
s ee Plan Topics ur e interes ting addi
tions to t he list of periodicals giving 

accounts of planning activi ti es in va
rious sections . 

Missouri' s Planning Digest ha s ap
peared with its fifth number, while tlrn 
Iowa Planning News attains , with this 
issue, the ripe old age of number ei ght. 

During the comparatively short pe
riod of its existence the Planning News 
has been very well r ecej_ved. Requests 
for earlier issues continue to come in. 
Copies of the May &nd June num.bers :.1re 
no longer available . 

Prof. C. Woody Thompson's f eature 
story on "Future of the Small Town in 
Iowa , 11 a t tracted wide notice in Iowc . . 
More than 40 daiiy f.md weekly news
p&per~ r eprinted it in full. New York, 
Boston and St . Loui s paper s reprinted 
the article and commented upon it in 
their edltorial columns. 

v.t'~.NTERVILLE COl'AiAERCt Lit-l.OUP 
SPONSORS COUNTY PLANNING 

A REPORT FRON! THE CENTERVILLE Asso
ci.11 tion of Commerce indicates that pro
gress has been made toward the forma
tion of a County Planning Boe.rd in Ap
panoose County. 

George Duckworth, Association Secre
tary, writes as follows: "Our Associa
tion of Commerce has appointed a com
c.Htee of four -- Matt R. Sawyers,C. A, 
Farrington, M. G. Hall, and J.M. Beck, 
-- as nominating committee. These men 
will meet shortly and nominate repre
sentatives from various organizations 
throughout the county to compose a plan
ning board for this county. 

"We have in mind s everal things that 
we contemplate doing." 

Last spring the Iowa Std,e Planning 
Board published a detailed study , "An 
Approach to County Planning---Appanoose 
County" which contains considerable ma
terial that should bo of use t o any 
group such as that which is a t present 
being organized. 

Prof. P.H. Elwood, National Resour
ces Committee Consultant to the I owa 
State Planning Board, recently address - · 
ed the Centerville Association of Com
merce on the Purpose , Methods and Bene
f its of Planning. 
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CONThOL OY "LITTLE- V..AT.2;RS" 

:i: T '.·{A:~ FE:CE~'l'l'LY BECOME gener::!lly ac
c0, ,:,t·: d th& t th0sl: twin paragcms of de
;=: t.~·uc t Lo11 - ··- fl')Od and d1~ought - - :in the 
conqu~s t of ~hich great 0xpenditures 
}:[, J :_ b , en :r:adc, , can b . .::, r .Jduced and con
t ro1.1,_,i to a r ;.:;,r1arkable degree by con
t r o.L of t:.i 1e "little waters " wlLich f eed 
ou:· r ~ ver~~ with surface d:rair,agL' . 

Skc tcha~ on the two prec eding pages , 
exo.Ggerat c:d in ccaJ.e, show a type of up
strc;a;:1 control designed to r educ ,..; ero
sior:i. aud flood damag? , and provide i.nci 
denta l w&terpowor as well as certain a
meni t:Les of wild lif ,2 protection and re
creation . By holding bnck part or a ll 
of the flood wate rs and r educinl the 
rat ::; of run--off , th-.l.s type of upstream 
control aids in the r etention of precip
itation in t he general a r ea within which 
it f'a :~ls . 

No t shown on the sketches out of ;na
j or L1port.a nc e in conservation of both 
soil c.nd water is the factor of cultiva.
tion practice s . The a.ifference b e twef'n 
carf.tloss cu~_tivation of :tolling or rough 
l and , and r ec ::.immended pr&ctices (strip 
cropping , contour farming , terr&cing , 
pro",er choice of crops, etc.), may be the 
differenc e b(:itween wasted resourc~s and 
conservati.on of both soil -5nd water. 

Advo cate;_, o.f the "pond on every farm " 
idc:a f,o, r, e:t.L11~s me :~s extravagant c.Li .. '.. ni .s 
fo r this Fi•.= t hod of control. A farrr: porrl, 
somr of Utdm ·Nill insist in the s ame 
br~c. th , will be both a r eservoir for 
s t oc,~ '.,atcring( in which cas cJ it must be 
on r :;.Lc:. t :'..vel.y t.mpervious ground, l e st 
all tbc- v1st,:.r s c,c:;J into th,~ earth)and a 
sourc~ of incrua sed und~rgrou1~ wat0r. 
It 1-.:ill, somi.:.: say 1.rnrn0stl;y , aid the 
propag&tion of fish c:,nd upland game by 
ma.intuinin5 a stab.i..e WE.ter l rJV81 sur-
rour.dt.:d by gH~n--: cover - ··· und it will b e 
a flood control reservoir per·mi tting 
largo quantities of r un-off to be t 0m
pora r ily st:Jr..,d , thun ernptiud afte;r the 
flood peak passes . 

Farm poncls, let it not b 2 rnisunder
stood , havo ,Lfin:i.te though occasionally 
exaggorat~d merit . As r 0servoirs for 

stock water ( see s e cond sketch for 
scheme providing water for stock but 
protecting pond i t:.;elf from stock aCCF.rns 
and contamination) and fish (if water is 
deep enough) they are ad:ni rable . Bercier 
planting of g&me cover crbates a furthe r 
2.dvantage . For flood protection , how-
6Ver ,dependence should not be placed on 
such ponds but on proper cultivation 
practices , check dams, stream bank con
trol , control r eservoirs ( see first 
sk8tch), a.nd -- i r: special cases -r1here 
topogrl:"lphic and other conditions create 
hazards otherwise impos s ible of control 
-- dikes and similar devic es . 

The amount of water which can econom
icaJ.ly be stored in farm ponds is negli
gible compared to the amount of agricu l 
tur;;,l moisr,ure needed . Its effect on 
1·e in.fall is 1.i.Kewis(1 negligible. The 
d::-ought problem , ex c ept, as regards stock 
waterh1g , can scarc ely be mitigated by 
farm ponds alone . Cultivation practices 
11,hich r educe the ra t u of run-off and in
crease the ex tsnt of infiltration ofwa
t er are far more important to tl1e main
tenance of ground wator, as well as to 
indire ct flood control. a nd to the rE<luc
tion of soil erosion . 

MATSON ATTENDS CONFERENCE 

DIRECTOR R. H. MATSON of foe Iowa 
St5.te Planning Board r epresented that 
body at the confe:;rence on Upstream Ln
gineering, ht:,ld in Washington on Sep
tember 22 and 23, in the auditorium of 
the Commerce Building . 

Mr . I,fo. tson r epor t s of the conferenc e : 
"A wid e variety of papors WE:re con:.:;:i.d
ered on th0 program, covering the broad 
field by approach both from correct 
l and use arid practice as well as wa ter 
inflUE:nces Lnd b ehavior. The Ge papers 
were presen tsd by th2 n&tion ' s foremost 
tc,chnicic.ns and ::.; c rved to clarify cer
tain points anci iSSUt::S which had l:.risen 
with regard to this fi al6. 

"Th8 most h01-:~r ~ening word oi' the 
c onfurence was sounded by Mr . Th0rncliko 
Saville, De~n of the College of Engi
n ceririg, New York Univcrs i ty , who sta ted 

(continued on pag e:: 8) 
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('.r)j\ 'rH:Ci:VJTIONS OF ?LANFii'JG 

---- ----------··--·-··-•··------------------
'J'}I!-: i\:oc:::<i OF PLANIUf.lG- i;:, nei.ther 

J'ooJ ··· :)l'O )f ,,or CG.Crea; iwopcrly em

J:1 lo,: ,,,1. , : :<) ,ff~-'- '"~n, i t !.ta.kiJ~: t.hx·8e dJ.s
·L i.nc·t c•n~~t -," ~L txnti oris Lo £~ .::, ccie ty· suer'.:. 
us :·_. ,JJ:·2 . It ;;:.·l1vii..'tcs C':Ji)Ottuni tJ f or a 
r·uT~Le l:· r:1 _• ;_, ,_: G·:-- c of de~!lO CT.:.-:.c:1 9 for .9_9_9r -: 
d.:1.t .. c. tJ_c\ x: u.~.' a r:111 1 ti :.,1 i c5. t~/ of spec 1u1 
:·,:r 1:>f,r;)_n_s :.nd ':J.U:ns , ,,:. nd fo:· -~2...i:}_:t_t_puity 
L< r,:rn,:.:. U:1-, 1.LiCEl' t a in t,r,. rn.1re of eL2c:t.:.ve 
,:nd ;i:"Jli t .:.cc:l.Ly ap9oi.ct.:I. V1c, [JUb 1::1. -2 :,:e:cv--

De;,10::: .:·D cy :unpl1.es ln:,··c;on:::~l l.:i b (ff t,y, 
bu ~.J i:r~ '-.!on L!"tlr.;·t-, L'J 0.n,:.:.r:_!.t\T it ;,;. l~:; o \ nl
~Jlic:-) go ~,1~:~.:.~nl1-~r;ntu . .i.. OI\;c;.11 i..~_ja t-.i on to 1.·:r . .i..i1 •-· 
t £.;.Jn i:1~,-::t 1L1:;G1 .. ~-Y. P.~,--:. nr.5_ni~ i8 a tool 
·u~ f:.f'u1 -Lr:. :~._rJ.y f oI·m of ga-1e.rr1n1er1 t z..:nd 
es r;cr~ti. ;: 2. t -) d 1~·: Jnoc~rc.1 cy . T..1ro~1gl~_ p.lur!-
r1i~1g , whic:1. c s.l~~s U~)or1 t.tt (.~ b c t) t :11,L t l 

£1.l LLc~ Lc~c:·.t.n l cD 1 :;1 dv.:LcG ·-1.n D.lJ. £':i.c; lds rc 
latinc; to pubL.c ei~t o:c·prJ.s c , i t L , p,Js-
2lbJ.8 to re:duce trio 0cor.1()!rt~_ c ·wa~;·t0 of 
l01=.;--roll:l:J6 , :Jork--br.1r:.r ., l yil-.i. tj ,; :a ,d, d 
thJ uoc i a l waste r LJ~ulti ~g r·ro8 rn is
pl.:~~c c: d 1.? .J)b c:.r-: i ~1 .. 

C')urd:Lnt; -~i 2fr1 of ·:·.1U!J .1..~. (.; pr·o5r;-. c;s J..f; 

o.r1 u..n(~c.n1.~.: uJ.c t;ovcrnHH:;n ·:. :--r-;s :1or1sibil
i ty , y,"t:, ~i i ·i.1vmt plLm1~r:£..; , it :i.~3 ~n -
cirij.rn_;d :.ild um:,t,s .Lgn ,::d . f'.,nb.rc l y .L·:;-
g .L .J1.., in1~~.t.j <.~ nd l r)g i c. r1l iNh .... n. ,rrr-op( !?"' l :y sat- -
or:::l ir:~1.-f ,i_'ci_ Lo thu -l{bol c. c-;f _soc j_~ty· ' ~> 
n~ .. ;~,(3 .. ~,. s;:>:.: c; _·!.r:; "L i)r ·o~_-.:·a 1n;_· D. T~ 0ft..:n ... ·; :\.-
t ,.-;.!:.d . .,;d :1.r: t:. ~.1 ti:i.c:r CJ.alt: -~,oo .l.c~2·· g (~ a 

P.L:.r:J1l.i1g ~s u n1c; <..- ~ ... i r:t; :J.lHC t.., for r1t:7f1i: .. r-
011;;:. d ·<J:_r:::·t:,1•.,nt1.:; 1 .£\mcti -;n:::; ~,hlcr: .,-t,:1-;r 
v. ~;:;;J !:.i. 2;1:t t~··,):_;pa[s ,)r c,rnf l :Lc·t,, I L 
:rJ1._,:(.;.s !S ~J\,· .... r ru;~..;n t rr: orc 1 ... ~.-• r.'j_l~lE-1:1t by· :: ·.__:-

C.-mti.nul -.;, 
j tl f_" t :i·! '. nt C:' _;:J. 

1n .iJ1c: pr t-.1 pt.J. 1·c=~ti ,. __ :n, 
.:.:p_p1"i .~,(l_ tj_~")n :_ , f ·p.l z.~ru.~ 

,:.cl--

pu; .. ~1 ic :~l-- •-:,;~:c · ,;1g-; i f~ a n~C t; ~:;rJi t~y .. S ·.J ci ~·:
t.y 1:-.r., c. •-~-, •J_,: , in c c:;nirui~ t ~: .. J tlt,,i incU
·v·id:u ;.:...1 ) \11-~~t.Lc r~-~~rvt: ... :r~. t :_: 1,~i.!.•·; (: )In·:.~ a~ .. :. d. GO, 
i::-; ::~ C()nt,i :nu -.·~uc; :".lh•..::n·.1.:n .. ~n_::n.. 1 ts p.r: ,'b 
l 2ms e.r ..:.: c ··,nt-:Lr:u ,w:, ly C:i... V-,:L);Ji:11s , ,_md 

~;:;:;~~:~~:~ ~-:•:(J ~~\;\:rn-~Ji~r.i~~~ :;,~'. .-:hf J:~b:~~ ~:= 
s1.1.: ts v;hu1: :·H.ibJ. iC plur :ii.1--;.-; J.s l i.:1.bl ,:, t :) 

cha.nge wi th every r2 .lcction , th8 rune
: :.om0 of put.lie p.l.&nnine should bo pro-
1;ected f rom a rbitrary changE,. 

In r egard tu t h e continuity of pub-
l ie Jlara1ing tt ~nould be s tross8d thnt 
plan:1in,; is dyrw.mJ.C , cb mging , ncl ju~;t-
inf --- no t static_, fi-xed and rigid . M , 
ti1e world ch.an;;;es , so must -p l_,,::.nn:c ng :~·oy
tt-ic ne ecl8 of .its peo;;l e . Co:n t .inui t J -i:) 
dosired in order th.ct cJ·1c:~ngs1'3 ma:/ b r-;: 

juc.J. i cious rnther than c2pri.ci ou~, , L.c~m
pcrr:,d by the Ot)i!liomi of ,1zoe~:·tt, i n 
!llu.ry f i e.!.ds r G.tbor thc ... n b;; pa r tizan or 
11 fR1.:JSSU 1.' <') g~·o 1.1p 11 phiJ.oso;_;hies . 

---- ---------

LA\1/lt1NCl W. · 111UTi.h1'.Y Li~i\ V ES 
.IOV:ii S'.i.'AT:t:; PLANNI1% BO.ARD 

'1~.-.I L;>; 1~.t:O'I'U:.:h I MPORTANT fidd of 
puLJ.:i .. c nc r·,-:i,c o has gc,ined , · the fj_ e ld of 
p1t .. n~1i!1~:-! t·: !1::..-•; ineerint~ in I ovtc; ha.s lost a. 
'"/( .. .lu :'.G. 1No::·1c13r .in t .hc d;;.; pB r t urf? this 
rnoI: tl:.. of· Luw.1.··enc c V~. 1'ilu:~·r ::-t~r, r1roJ E-.:: ct 
direct,o.c oY tn<; U::·bE,n Zon iL;s D.n d ? lan
ning ?Tojw::t;_; of tl:c J. mff f/:.,;-:d;,_ Plan 
nir1g Bonr-J . 

iv'I:r . r,iur !.'8.Y , h .::.. r·E~::,£ t .31' to be k11o ·Nn as 
~ : rs.Jv TJicut.011,:nt :'.lurrti.y·, has eritert)d 

· rc t i ve J0rvic 0 in ~n2 Uni ced State~ 
Ar i:1y E,nd is to b ,, c:::3f:. igneci to duty -w i tll 
T,b..: Civi }irtn Conscrvcd:.ion Corps i n th1,-_, 
Pc1ei fic Coa~:it 1·.:~gi o11 . 1:c! lc;ft Ame s for 
Littl0 ~ock , Ark ., October 12, whe r e h0 
war3 ·1.,0 l. ,, con1.i;ii.s;,, io11-.::d and a cs i gn :)d to 
duty . iifr s . Mu:i.-r1,,y &ccompuni ecJ. h::.rn. 

2i~ new position comas us tllli tiiruct 
ru.,ul·~ 0f Lis :scrv :Lc c i.n the: 0.ffi l.: c1r1., 
Hi..'S,~rv e Cor us &nd .r.i.s pe.rticip,:J.ti •.)n :Ln 
tl:o a.nnu1.-t.l Jumme r t,ncam)monts of t'.1u 

Th l- wor-:C Jv1r . Murr,:y 1-:as dire c t ed for 
the I orm S·bte Pli:nnj_ng Board durinc 
t he v~ct sevclral months h~8 incl ude~ u 
gro up of urbm 1• :3 -tud.:.E-,f; i:i l;:, I owa 
c:L t L:=; . '1'}11;.,C;.:; i nc LL;_d ,,, both trr~ffi..:: o.nd 
12.nd use · surv c,y,;; i u Bu r l:i..ng ~on , CCJcLir 
H&.;i idc , C2..:~nton , Couec:il i:J1uffs , Dt.,.ven-
por· ':, , .:Jubuqw.:: , ?ort Dodgs, K,.~okuk , PvLr--
;._;h,c;.lltovm , rfo sc.::, ti,1t.. .. , Ot;L,U!m.a, Si oux 
c~:_t y· nnd v~\-~1-J~3ter C:1_ty . 

P:cev ]. ')'..W ·'. i) t hL:. wor k, h e di.r ...; ct;.,d 
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the r;urvGys for tht~ Planning Board 1 :: 

study of A)pa.noose County , being an 
11 Appro::wh to Planning" in t he county 
_planning fie ld . 

lVlr . i'Aur.ray al~o was the co- author of 
tlrn highl y interesting "Compilation of 
T1·affic I,:;;gulations in Thirteen I owa 
Citic::: , " a recent publication of the 
Iowa Statt: Planning Board. 

M:· . and Mrs . Murray ca;ne to Ames 
from Hurnbc,J.,J t County . Mr . Murray re
ceived his engineering education in the 
civil and generi::l engineering s ections 
at Iow& State College. 

UND::.:~RSTANDIN(l Tifr. TP.X SURVEY 

B:CCAUS;,, A CERTAIN AMOUNT of mis,mder
standing has aris en wi th respect to the 
state-wide Ta:,: Survey now bej_ng complet-
ed by the Iowa State Planning Board , 
occasion is hereby taken to clarify an 
i.mportent f et:.tu:::--,~ of the survey . Re
search in the field of r eal pr operty 
taxation , with statis t ical tabulation 
according to vorio11s t;ypes o.f occupancy 
e.nd var i ous property vnlua tions , so as 
io permit &ccurat0 nooroximations of tiB 
effect of ho:nestead · t0.x e:{emption (or 
homestead t &x reduction , or hom0stead 
tax r eli ef ), 5.s bdng conducted with out 
regard fo::- any one s pecial t;y·pe of L:,g
i s l at i v;_; u1actrn,-mt . 

Ir otlkr wor,ls , the st11dy i s not 
b&s ed on the homes tead t ax relief bill 
passed and Vt:. t.oed during the last [, e:3-

s ion of the,. I owa General As sembly , nor 
is it ba s ed on any othc"r particular 
hill . It i s based on h~mestead tax~
cm9 t i on (or r eduction, or r elief) in 
general , 2nd its r uGults will b o appli
cablo no matt8r what sµ dcial form of 
bill com~s u p for considuration (and it 
s e3ms likely that the mattur of hom~
staad t~x l egislation ls not a closed 
issue ) at the n~xt legislative s ess i on . 

Th ~ Ta~ Survey , th~r0fore , is b~ing 
conducted without pr0j udico for or a
gainst homestead tax o:{emption , e i th.,r 
in gtJnc:l'D.l o, · in any parth:ular f orm, 
and without th~ limitntions that would 
bu im~os 8d w~r ~ tho surv~y based on one 
spucial lugi clativ0 m2asur8 . 

The cause of misunder:.,tanding was the 
use of the phrase "r evenue l os s " with
out the f'ur t h0r ,;X:)lanc1tion t hat tb e 
phrase 11 revenu(~ to be rc~placed 11 or "a.
mount of tax to be credited (or refund
ed ) 11 might be used in ca::-;e certain spe
cific t ax measures were considered . 

The occasion for misunder s t anding 
the Tax Sur vey i s r egretted by the I owa 
St&te Planning Bourd and every effort 
wi l l be made in the future to use more 
compl ete explanations . 

The Tax Survey , which was undertaken 
l argely at the requGst of t he St ate 
Board of Assessnient &nd Review , should 
be an i mportant c.J. i d to that body as 
w,311 a s to the Iowa. Leg is l a ture ( which 
i n all probability will aga in cons i der 
borne :3te&.d ·tc:,.x r 0vision). The survey 
i llus t r a tes on0 of the ma in functions 
of s t <:: tc, planning research in the 
brocsd fi eld of governmental org&nization, 
t axa tion e.nd finunce. 

At this time i t stould be r eempha
sizei that the Tax Survey is not con
fined solely to on analysis of the hane-
st6Rd tax problem . Other r eports to b e 
prepared from tha basic d&ta will show 
tho distribution of the tE.x burden by 
typos of property and tax delinquenci es 
by types of property . 

(conti nuGd- from page 6) 
that whi l e many things might be con
t f'::>ver~, i al , emphe.Eis should be placed 
on thn fr,ct that ci i ff c:; r ers on any cer 
tain vi8w were not hostile critics , but 
wer e fri ends intur est8d in und hoping , 
for the same obj ec t i ve . ThG confer 0nc e 
was well attGndad &nd should stand as a 
definitd contribution to the fi ~lds of 
soil conservation , s tr<-=am im,)rovement , 
and erosion control ." 

"It is the function of a st&tu plan
ni ng board to e.id in formula ting the cb
j ucti ve me thods of the stat8 govcrrn1ent 
with a broader pGrsp8ctive than that of 
any one departm2nt , Lnd for a longer 
p•Jriod of timr2 than th.s. t considerud by 
r0lat ivcly short-livud administra tions 
and l egislatur l!c . 11 ---- H. W. Toll 
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I O W A S 1 A TE PLANNING BO ARD W.P . A. P R O J E C 'f S 
Progres s Report as of October 1, 1936 

~;tate--wide t e.x s11rvey to de termine ef
f ccts ~).f pro::)osed homesteb.d eY.ernptions 
01 1 tax rc,,, cmu i-:' of the st:.:...te . 

Field w::1• ;-~ completed in 85 counties; 
in progr(3S,; in G counties; temporarily 
s tupp~d iL ~ counties . 

'l'r/ou la+,i ng ()ff ice s loc&tf:d ::l.n 9 coun
t.Les . 

W. P.A . Pr oj s ct No . 65-7 2-2928. 

Urban Lcuid Us e and Traffic Studie s 
City t raf f ic and land m;e surveys in 9 
citi GSo 

FielJ ~ork now 8~ per cent complete . 
Tabulatl-:ms 60 per c,::n t complete . Traf
f ic survey r eports for Ft . Dodge and 
Keokuk and a Land Use Re·'.)ort for Burl
ington n ,a dy on O,: tooer 15. 

W.P.A. Projects No . 65 - 72-5033-66 . 

Baser/lap Surv ey 
A state- wide survey to r evise and check 
tO\-mst;i p bnse maps showing roads, farm
stead l oc&tions , electric lines , f a rms 
h nving 0le~tric a nd telephone s ervices, 
e tc . 

Field work is approximately 28.7 per 
c ent complete on a sta t e-wide b as is . 
Tho combined survey and checking fi eld 
VYork is appro xlm.:-,tely 39. 7 per c ent fir"
ished. 

Tabula tion wor t< which is now in pro
gr0ss in D:Lf;trict s 4 and 5 is approxi 
mt:.te ly 8 . 3 ;;er c ont coinple:.:.:::: on asta te
wid2 basi s . 

W. P. A. Proj0ct No . 65-72-5048 . 

Analysi s of Farm Statistics 
Stud i es base:d on a vai lable farm statis
tics involving distribution of farm 
land in vari~us u ses, t r c:mcls in acr -::ags 
and yie lds of major crops and effect s 
of vr.r i ous l c1::.s i ng sys tt3r:1s or; farm pr ac
t ises and on distri bu ti cm of income and 
expense . 

Total progress to dat,1 ~,mountc to 
about 57 ptir cent of compl et i on . 

Final tabL)s and gra phs for the pr e -

lirninary nipor-Lt on the £&.stern Liv,.-:: -· 
stoclc area have be en completed and work 
has b een started on the VITi te-up of the 
report . 

About three months more should see 
the project fully comple t ed and a mar.u
script covering its a naly s is also should 
be ready . 

W. P . A. Proj e ct No . 65-72-5321 . 

Survey of Public Health Resources 
Purpose of proj ect is to ascertain what 
agencies , ,:;ovf:rrnnen tal [md non-govern
m"_mtal, &r r~ engaged in pr o1:rams to pr o
mote the public health, how much these 
a gl?ncies are spcndin6 , and just what 
programs a r e b e ing promoted by t his ex
p J, .di t ure . Th0 data thus gathered will 
form a fom1dation for a plan for the ex
tension of Iowa ' s puolJ.c heal th program . 
The survey is now operating in 48 coun
tie s , in which f i e ld work i s about 45 
per c ent fini shed on the aver&ge . Fie ld 
work has b een completed in four c oun
ties, and tabula tion is in progre s::; in 
the fourth distr:l. c t, b e ing £:.bout 20 per 
c unt completed at the ~Jresent time . A 
gen er a l r eport cove ring the entire pro
j oct for tho state will b e pr.:::pnred 
eventually. 

W. P.A. ProjGct No . 65-72-2553 . 

Biologica l Sur vey 
Approx ima tely 100 men arr, now wor king 
on the Biologica l Survey project con
structing a nd instal ling corner monu
ments , riprapping and genen:l deve lop-
ment of st:.:t.t E: -own.:::d ciry lake beds . 

W.P . A. Pr ojec t No . 65-72-2927 . 

Lake a nd Stroarn I mprovemen t . 
Surveys a nd es t abl ishing of boundnries 
comple t ,3d on Gre.ss La:-:,2 in EmJJiet Count~, 
and Pl ec.:.sant LB:-::r~ in Dickinson County . 
Surveys 90 :r-.::1· c ,-m t coiaplete on Pra irie 
Lr·k:: in Dickinson , ,.nd Birge~ L&.k e in 
Enlirl2t , all of which aro st,;tr1--owned dry 
lake b,.Jds . 

W.P . A. Proj ects Na . 65-72-5009-13 . 
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J . N. Darling 

Mr s . Henry Frankel , 

P . F. Hopkins 
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'i 

Chest er A. Phillips 

Agnes Samuelson 

A. C. Trowbridge . 

Fred V;hite • . . 

R. H. Matson. . 
A . H. Wieters . 

. . 

. 

Dean of Agriculture, Iowa State College 

. Dean of Engineering, Iowa State College 

• State Health Commissioner 

.President , General Wildlife Federat ion 

, •• Iowa State Conservation Commission 

• . Director, Iowa Public Works Administration 

. . . • • • . Administrative Adviser, W. P. A. 

.Dean of Commerce , State University of Iowa 

. 

. State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

. .• State Geologist 

Chief J ngineer , I owa Highway Commission 

1(" -l(- .,, ➔fa ➔l- ➔~ 

. . . Director 

. . . . . Secretary 

➔~ ➔~ ·H- ~(- ➔~ -~~ 

C. M. Moder well , District Chairman 

P. H. Elwo od, Jr., Consultant 

.• National Resources Committee 

. National Resources Committee 

Mu.tcr ial in the "Iowa Planning News" i s a s sembled, edited and published , 
wi t hout r eview by the members of the Iowa StatePlanning Board itself . 
Additiona l items , corrections or new addresses for ovr mailing list will 
be welcome . 

The "Iowa Planning News '1 is published by the Iowa State Planning 
Boe.rd ur:der f\,d2ral Project No . 3 of the Works Progress Administration . 
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