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CONTRIBUTIONS OF IOWA STATE PLANNING BOARD TO CONSERVATION 

Iowa's second summer of extreme heat courses, and in the hands of various 
and drouth in three years is dr-a,Jing to county, city and state officials. 
a close. On all sides the quc'; stion a- Minor reports, treating of problems 
rises as to what, if anythi.ng 1 can be cor!c erning land r e sources and their 
done, if not to prevent future drouths, m~ e , . wa,ter resources, population and 
at least to umeli.ora.t0 their effects social trends, ancl business and indus­
and minimize their damage. t r ial trends have been issued and made 

Th e Iov.;a State Planning Board came available at nominal charge to persons 
into existence during . the first of intisrested. 
these drouth years. Appo:Lnted in Feb-- Two projects, Biological Survey and 
ruary 1934, it wil:L have soon rounded Lake and Stream Improv:.:,ment, have con­
out its third year of' opera·Lion. tributed directly to conservation by 

During tha t time it has made numer- putting into practice soµnd conserva­
ous cont ributions to the advancemcmt tion mt':asures for the protection and 
of sound conservation and r Ec- storG.tion. r estoration of fish and game, protec-

Large c t single contribution is 2 ticn of lake and stream shorelines,etc. 
mm·e complete understanding of thG Another service that has been per­
nature of problems facing the: state, formed by the staff of the Iowa State 
and of the f acilities avail;ible for Planning Board has been the prepara­
meeting the problems. In its corps of tion of park and improvement plans 
technical advisers the Iowa Sk,te Plan- through . which rnony communities have 
ning Board nas brought tog0ther for been ·able to · secure WPA projects em­
the first time many of the authorities ploying local v!orkers. These projects 
in vu.rious fields to consider these have rneant · definite contributions t o 
problems and advise a:, to their solu- their communities. 
tion. Recommendations of these rc,x- One of the most recent of planning 
pe2'ts haY8 been included in the reports board projects is the water resources 
which ho.ve been issued from time to survey of all river drnim:.ge basins of 
time. tlw stato. 

The two major :reports of tho lloitr d . Part of a larger tl:i.tional · survey 
have had wide circulation throughout which has been d ,.! signed to furnish data 
thP. state, especially The Second He- f or a Na ti onal :Viu t er Plan requestod by 
port, April 1935, which has been ~he President by De cember l,this survey 
placed in all college and junior col- will be the most comple te study of · an 
lege libraries, in the county seat Iol,,\:a river basins ever to 'ue made. v:6rk 
library of eo.ch county, in all high on this proJect has been going f orward 
s chools wit h vocational agricul t ,rre thr oughout the summer and a report, in 



six parts, is now nearing completion. 
Each of the six parts in this report 

will be rl.evoted to a particul.;tr river 
basin or .::;ro1lp of basins and thefr t rib-
11t:1ri os, :: nd w.U.l include information 
on exLsting and fJoten tia l development 
wi th r egard to vtater power, pollution 
control, flood control, wut er supplies, 
r ecreati on and wildlife. 

Charts and mc.ps hav9 been prepar ed 
of t he princip::i.l river basins to show 
exi sting physical conclition:3 as to ero­
sion, soi l eondition, forest cover , and 
also to portr ay condi t ions of le.nd use , 
population trends, and econom~.c cond:i.­
t i or:.s . 

Such inform:.1tion as t his, gathered 
on a nationwide basis, ·,:ill serve n 
dual purpose . It will be used in mak­
ing a sound nationwide outline of 
feasible plans for s ecuring the great­
est beneficial use of the vm ter r esour -­
ces of each major drainage basin in the 
United States . It will further provide 
the state and loca l agencies with a 
clear stnt ament of d.omirn:mt physical 
and economic consider ations that affect 
the development of v;a t er 1·e sources in 
each basin. 

The survey i-dll al,'w end t::?avor to e:::­
tablish, insofar as possibla at this 
ti:ue , the rnaj or ul tima to a ~.ms and lim­
its of deveJ.or ment nhd the vrorh: con­
sistent witb these a i ms t hat can now be 
U..'ldertakon . 

The p1·e sen1~ report is preliminary 
only. Su1.1 s equent reconsideration and 
furth er analysis wiJ.l loac: to a more 
complete plan for the conservation and 
development of Iowa ' s wate:t r s sourc o::: . 
Even thi:, plan vrill not be final , f or 
plo.nning is organic , not s tatic, and 
r equi:ce s adjus e,ment tc changing condi-­
tions. 

Iowa ' s rlvers have been divided into 
the following gr01Jpinc s for tho purpose 
of this study: (1)UpI)er Iowa , Yellow , 
Turkey, Maquob , t::i , o.nd Wapsipinicon; 
(2) Iowa and Cedar; (3) Des Moi nes , 
Skunk, Fox , Wy,s.cor~da 1-- and ~'abius; (4) 
Chari t on, Thompson,Platte, L-:.;:-id Nodaway; 
( 5) Nishnabotna , MosqLli to Creek,Soldier 
Creek and Boyer Creek; ( 6 ) Little 
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. Si oux, Floyd River and Rock River . 

Of these, only the De ~; L1oinos , Cedar, 
and Iov;a have bf::en previously survey ed . 
In 1910 the Jes Moines WES survoyec1 and 
rc.::portod upon, and iri 1928 t he I owa and 
Cedar were studied b:,r the late Prof8ssor 
Nagler of the Universi ty of Iov,n . The 
Little Sioux Rivor was /J.l so covered 
sorne1:1hat in the 308 repm· t of 1910 . 

Int.ho preparati on of thir.; r eport 
the Iovia State Planning Board i s carry­
inc- out its functions :i.n still another 
fi;ld - t hat of cooper ating with foc1.­
era1 agencies, o.nd :;:i i t h r epresentatives 
cf other otatcs. 

Thus it may b0 seen that the ser­
vices of the Iov.'a Statn Planning Board 
have fallen into a number of classi f i­
cations . First and fo:;_~emost of these 
services i s the bringing together of 
specialists alcng t he various line s, 
persons connected vd th the state insti­
tutions and state agoncies, in the 
interest of bet-:-,e r coordination and 
better understanding. 

It has cooperated vd th loca l pla n­
ning bodies in the solution of the ir 
local problems. 

And finally, through its cooperation 
with other states and with federalagen­
cies it he.s acted as a J.iason body for 
Iowa in a tta ckin g problems thnt extend 
beyond state bounrfory li11es. 

El ncvihere in this issue of the ?lan­
ning News ·~here :\.s r eprinte<l the list 
of r ecommenC:e.t:Lon s for a long time 
drouth r elir:d and conservd,ion program 
adopted by thr:~ Iowtt Sta t e Plc.nning Board 
and r,resent0d to the Presirl.cnt 1 s drouth 
conference a t F.apid City, South Dakota. 

Tho I owa State Planning Board will 
hold its r egular monthly meeting at the 
Hotel Ft. Des Moi ncs ,Des Moines, Satur­
day, September 19. Meeting of the execu­
tive committee 1dll be ca lled to order 
at 10 a.m. 
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LONG 'I'I!J!E PROGRAM RECOMMENDED FOR DROUTE R:::LIEF 

Th e: Iov:a State Planning Eoard, ,"J.t its 
meeting an August 15, .approved thG fol­
l o·dng statement and outline of recom­
mendn-:,ions for prc, sentation at tre meet­
ing of the Central North;yest Rogi.onal 
Planning Commission at Rapid City1 South 
Dµkcta, August 21-22. 

Those r ecommenciation~i that li.avo boen 
starred are for immediate oper~tion 
through emergency dr0uth r elief agen­
cies or other established agencies. 

Th8 need in many counties in Ioi.:m. 
for relief due directly t o the urr;_)r1oco­
dented heat and prclonged drouth con­
stitutes a serio:us emergency. All state 
and federal a gencies concern-.,d should 
coordinate their effo:rts to r elieve 
distress, curtail loss8S, and h r:,lp in a. 
long-time program to · mitigate t hE: ef­
fects of future disasters of a similar 
nature. 

The Iowa State Planning r3oard be­
lieve s that · one of its chief fu_!lctions 
is the coordination of all agencies t o­
ward the achievement of the long-time 
objectives of conserving and restoring 
the natural and hunan .resources of the 
state. 

It also believes that in the present 
emergency t he state o.nd nation may find 
an incentive tovmrd action in that di­
r ection, and speedily accomplish ~ha t 
mi eht other wise have taken years to a­
chieve. 

It should be borne in mind that the 
Iova1 State Planning Board is laboring 
under no misgivings in regnrd to the 
eff'E::cts of this program and the inevi­
ta bil.ity of future drcuths; hm.·ever, 
these suggestions should ma!(6 possible 
a much better use of the S8asonal rain­
fall so as to curtail t he evils of both 
floods and drouths 7 as 
establish and maintain 

well a s t o re­
a sound Holog-

ical and ecological balance . 

LAND USE 

1. ~k,il conservo. tion and erosion 
measures -·- pl:mting of special crops 1 

contour farming,strip cropping, terrac­
ing, etc. --should b e encclliragod through 
education, demonstr :.t tion and such bene­
fits as arc: economically desirable. 

2. Drou th resisting crops ·should be 
developed and their use encouraged. 

~,-3. Lime~itone crushing proj cc.ts 
should be instituted under the emergen­
cy r:ork.s pr:ogrt!in, and the product dis­
tri bLlted fo:r· ugriculturr.cl use . 'l'his is 
eS1Jecially desj_rable because liming tho 
soil will :f'acLLi ta te the growirg of cer­
tain drouth r esistant crops. 

-:~4 . Drouth condj_tions being especial­
ly fo.vorabl8 t o the control and eradi­
ca tion uf noxious weeds, flrojects for 
weed erac.1ico. tion should be included in 
the emergency works program. 

➔~5. The emergency · employmert program, 
under the technical direction · of the 
proper agencies, should be expanded t o 
include: (a,) Construction of small dams 
to provide s tor age reservoirs at or 
near the· · hec..ds of streams and on f arm 
la.nd. ( b) Drilling and ·r eha bili t a ting 
f arm wells. 

6. Private and public foresta.tion 
should be oncoura.ged . because or' its 
value in soil e.nd water conserva·ti on. 

7. Submarginal l,m'd and certain 
slough areas should ·be retired from 
production, by governmont purchase if 
ne cessary, and us0d for i:mrposos con­
duci V e to soil at1d vmtu.r conservation 
and a s preserves for migratory birds 
end other forms of wild life. Spee-ial 
attention should be givert- t o land along 
the banks of stre:ams and at or near t he 
heads of t r ibutaries where control of 
comparativel;'/ sr.mll areas v,ill r educe 
grea tly th0 run--off and siltatton v1hich 
f oll.ow prr:,cipi te:. tion. 
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8. The program of couniy ~1gircul tur­
al planning committees should be ex-­
p21cd0d to i nclude ot her phases of coun­
ty planning. Mapping of existing land 
us e~; should bs continued, and should be 
fo1.lcmed by an expanded program of land 
use planning . Indi vid1.ial fann opera tors 
should br2 provided vii th farm planning 
service a s a part of a permanent prog-­
ram of soil and water con:1er;ation. 

V:ATER CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

-:cl, The development of artificial 
lakes and storage reservoirs a.nd dredg­
ing of existing lakes nov: heavily silt­
ed should be furthered, under the Iowa 
25-Year Conservation Plan. 

-i~2. Further improvement and restora­
tion of marshes, pondsj dry and live 
lakes by clearing,planting and posting, 
working toward a better ecological bal-­
ance, is recommended. 

3. 1Ne recommend thn developrnsnt of 
new .wat0r supply systoms f or sr.,all to,,ns 
not provided wi th such systems. 

4. Open ditch drainage and stream 
straightoning should be discouraged. 

-lf5. Re search in t he field of water 
resources should be furthered, includ­
ing~ (a) Observation wells for detor­
mining water levels, etc. (b) Stream 
gaging and evaporation stations. (c) 
Saturation studies at dams. (d) Silting 
observations on new reservoirs. 

6. The constr uction is suggristed of 
sediment traps, or drop inlets, but not 
water traps, above: culverts under rail­
roads and highways. 

7. The:r:e are probably cer tain areas 
;in t he state where relatively small ir­
r~_gat i.on projects might be established 
economically, especially for use in 
years of drouth. 

8. The· building of storage reser­
voirs in strsams is r ecommended for the 
purpose of maintaining low-flow dis­
char ges and reducing future flood dam­
age. 

9. We strongly urge 
posal of municipal and 
age wastes t o prevent 
streams and lakes . 

tho proper dis­
industrial sew­
pollution of 

REHABILITATION AND RESETTLEMENT 

l. In general, rehabilita tion in 
place should be given preference over 
resettlement,provided t he land and oth­
er factors are satisfactory. 

2. Resettlement should be based on 
long--time views of the needs of those 
resettled and the possibilities offer­
ed in the areas to vJ1ich movement is 
contemplated. Relief should not be 
withheld pending re ;;ettlement. 

3. Constant effort shot1ld be made 
to discover and develop new occupations 
and industri-ss adaptable to both ph;/si­
cal and human resources. 

EDUCATION 

1. An ec1u r1 J.i zaU.on system should be 
instituted in order to make educational 
opportunities loss dependent on local 
property tax returns. In areas greatly 
affectod by the drouth, immediate loans 
or grants raay be necessary in ord:.,r to 
prevent lowering of educational stand­
ards. FE:: deral funds should be provided 
in opscial art')/:i. S of fluctuating popula­
tions, such as temporary construction 
sites . 

➔f-2 . In de termining the quotas of 
various sections for ed1Jcational r elief 
(Student Relief, National Youth Admin-­
iStration programs, etc.), considera-­
tion should be given to enlarging the 
quotns for drouth sections. 

3. Conserva. tion of natural res ources 
should be given increased attention in 
school. studies. 

LEGISLATION 

1. Consider&tion should be given t o 
tax reduction or exemption for tm fol-­
lowing: (a) Forest and permnnent pas ­
ture land. (b) Land use for wRter-res-­
orvoirs. (c) Land utilized :incomplia noo 
with s oj_l conserva tion oractice,s estab­
lished by the state. · · 

2. Legislative provision should be 
made for interstate cooperation with 
respect to the use and control cf water 
r esources. 
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3. Legislative provision should be 
made .for :::tate control of thG cl.e·:elop­
ment cf ground water supplies for in-­
dustrial and private uses. 

4. In order to f.:i.cili ta te land and 
vm.ter conservation, legislative pro­
vision should. b r::. made for rural zoning, 
perlilitting the designating of areas 
for agriculture, recreation and for­
estry. 

5. Legal provisions should be made 
for state and local financial partici­
pation in lake improvement projects in 
drouth areas. 

TRANSPORTATION 

➔~l. A program for t he construction 
of a system of farm to market r oads is 
recommended. 

➔~2 . The present roadside improvement 
projects should be e·xtended, particular­
ly in the drouth areas. This is very 
construct:i,ve eros_ion control as well 
as water conservation. 

ELISABETH HERLIHY TO GIVE F'ULL 
TIME TO MASSACHUSETTS PLANNING 

After completing more than t wenty­
two years as secretary and executive 
head of the Boston City Plannirig Board, 
during which time she has made an in­
valuable contr i bution to wise and ·eco­
nomical sp,mding of money for public 
improvGrntir1ts wi th r esulting betterment 
to the v.elfare of the people of the 
city, Elisabeth M. Herlihy, on August 
31, left her ple.ce in City Eall, to be­
gin her new dt:t ies i n the broader field 
of the state service as execut ive sec­
r etary, as woll as cha:i.1·man, of the 
State Planning Board of iViassachusetts. 

Letters and telegrams from officials 
of the State and also from leaders in 
t he fi eld of city [~rid town planni ng all 
at test the high r ega rd in v,rhich the new 
secretary of the State Planning Board 
is held. Governor Curley in a state­
ment said: 

"In securing Elisabeth M. Herlihy as 
its executive ·socrotary as well as 
chairman, the State Planning Board has 
obtained the services of one of t he 
foremost authori t ies in its field. 
Through her outstanding ':mrk in plan­
ning for the Cit y ?f Boston, Miss Her­
lihy hae demonstrated tho invaluable 
place which practical, ·. scientific plan­
ning should hold in th::iaffairs of every 
municipality. It must be a source of 
genuine sD.tisfaction t o all in our 
state, as it, is to me, that tho benefit 

· of her services will nov; be extended , 
through the State Planning Board, to 
the entire Commonwealth. This Board,as 
I have often stated, is in my opinion 
one of the best safeguards that can be 
i:;stablished · for the future development 
of the facilitie s and r esources of our 
Commonwealth · ulong lines that will be 
of most practical benefit to all our 
people. 11 

Thomas Adams, famous English author­
ity on city · p.l.anning, cabled from · Lon­
don: 

HThe State Flanning Board is indeed 
fortunate in obtaining the services of 
Elisabeth Herlihy as its executi'\e offi­
cer. All who know of her v.-ork will be 
pleased at this recognition of personal 
quality _and professional integrity. Her 
loss to the City Planning Board of Bos-

. ton will be ·· 1:1or8 than cornpensa ted for 
by the contribution she will make to 

_the larger and more impcirtant field of 
state planning." 

The following r esolution adopted by 
the Bost0n Ci Gy Planning Board, which 
is quoted in pQrt, Teviews in detail 
the service which Miss Herlihy has r c1n­
dered. : 

"From the day of her appointment by 
this Board, March 3, 1914, Miss Herlihy 
has dedicated her life and devoted her 
full energy to the field of planning, 
the importance of which a s a guide t o 
the 0rderly and ef fi ci r:mt development 
of our municipali"~i es wo.s, at the time, 
just coming to be recognbed by the 
American public. 



"'Ihrour,h otady and r esearch:, by con­
t ac ts c.nd cxcL~:tnge of i.doas wit h o-t:.h, :rs, 
by r-egular- a ttendnuce at state and na-­
t,j _onal planning conventions , by corn~s­
pondence with foreign planners, i:.nd by 
personal investigation of planning wo:..·k 
t· lsewhore both i n th is country and in 
Europe , coupled viith her ownexperience 
in plunning for Boston, she has become 
a master in the planni ng field. She 
was the first ';rnr,1a..r1 to oe hm1on.'d 1:;;y 
r-; lection to membership in ;:.he national 
professional planning organization, the 
Amer ican City Planning Ins t i tu te. D(;;-­

servedly has she come to be recogni:e1"Jd 
as the foremc,st woman in t:-!e fi eld of 
planning in this country and likewise 
she is well knovm a br oad . 

"'l'o the work of this Board .Miss Her­
lihy has contributed, in an unusual de­
gree, ability, tact , v;isdom and i n iti­
ative . Her service to tho Cit:,· nas 
been of distinct value , and to her·j in 
large measure, :i.s due credi t fc,r the 
successful work of the Board since the 
beginning. 

"For many years, Miss Herlihy, per­
haps :nore than any other individual, 
has aided the cause of planning in this 
State through helpful counsel with pub­
lic of:'icials and memhers of otter mu­
nicipal planning agencies and t hrough 
her v. ork as an offic~:r of the Mnssa­
chuset ts Fed,.n-o. t ion of Planning Boards. 
It is logical, therefore, ::..n view of 
her talent and expcrie:nce,that her f ull 
time service should nm·· be demanded by 
the Commom;eal th. 

"The Boston City Planning Board >sin­
cerely appreciating the exceptional su­
vice which Miss Herlihy ha s r ender ed as 
i t s secretary, r egr ets most deeply that 
the time hac come v1hGn this happy and 
intimate relationship of twenty -two 
years ' standing must be broken. The 
Board recognizes, however, the larger 
field of public service to which she ~s 
nov1 called . No one is better ql.lali f ied 
to direct the newly undertaken v, ork of 
planning for tho devel opment of the 
Sta t e at large . While thus recording 
its appreciation of the service 1:;hich 
she ha s re.,ndored to t~e city of Boston , 

the Board 8Xtand s to her i t s cordial 
good v:ish1:.,s for a long and successful 
administr ation of tlw aff airs of the 
St:t te Planning Board of rfa:s;mchusetts ." 

LUNCHEON GROUPS LEARN OF 
PLANNING BOARD I S PRUGRii.M 

Spoakors repres,snt:i.ng t ho Iowa State 
Planning Board appear to b,, in much de-
mand f or appear ances be f or e luncl'won 
cl1ibs and ot her gatherings . 

So popular v,c:3 the subject of plan­
ning before memb(;;I' S of t he Rotary Club 
at Marshalltmm r econtly, that they 
a..s:-:ed and r eC!3 i v0d a .sc,cond pres en ta­
t.ion . This follO\ied t he: delivery of a 
'de":-al.1ed r eport. on trE>.ffic and street 
US D of tha t city by t he Urban Planning 
Division of the IoFa State Planning 
Board . P:rof . P.H. Elv;ood, ,Jr., Nation­
al Rc-: sourcF,S Committee Cm1sul tant to 
the Plnnr..ing Board ; LG.urcnce VJ . Murray, 
engineer in charge of the Marshalltov.n 
studies , and Ross H. Matson, Di r ector 
of the Pl anning Board, appeared first 
before t he Mar shalltown Rotarians by 
speci al invitation on August 18 . Two 
weeks la +,er, Mr . Murray vtas invi tod to 
coll)e back for a further discussion of 
t he traffic and street use problems 
\:hich t he Rotarians fount so interest­
ing . 

A recently comple t ed traff ic study 
for Burlincton was described. and the 
general pro5ram of the State Planning 
Board was outlined bofore the Burling­
t on Ro t ary CJ.ub, August 24, by Prof. C. 
Woocy ~homps on, University of Iowa 
Economist, and Jnck Elliott , Supervis­
or of the Bur1ingt,:m traffic survey. 
Prof. Thompson is dir t:' ctor of the busi­
ness survey nov1 being completed by the 
Planning Board. for the state , under 
auspices of t he Cr_;mmittee on Bui:liness 
and Industry, of which Dean C.A.Phil­
lips, Col1e::;G of Cor:unerce , University 
of Io·.va, i s chc.irman. 

Prof' . J. R. . F:l.tz;,immons, a land- ··· 
scape technical adviser t c, the State 
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Planning Bo•lrd and Direc t or of the 
Urbv.n Land Use Stuc1 ie.s being made by 
the Board, address0d t he Old Settl erS"'' 
picni c at Storm Lake, Sept. 3, on the 
r:ork of the Planning Board. Prof. Fitz­
si1nrnons is t o <1.ppear before the Webster 
City Business Ivhn I s Associ aHon tl"B l at­
ter pr,r·t of t his month t o c~ iscuss with 
them the rn:.=:wly completed l and use study 
of th~t t Gity . 

Prof. El.·i:ood and Engineer Murrey wero 
to bo in C,mterv:i.lle, Sept. J.4jto ad­
dress a Chari1 ber of Commerce 11.mciem on 
th0 subj cc t of tho Appa.noose Coun~Sur­
vey and Repor t completed 11.st spring by 
the State Planning Board. Appanoose 
County i s S•3riously considering tre .!.'or­
ma tion of a County Plo.nning Council , and 
the luncheon i s ex.p,3c ted to mark /j, _st~p 
furth er ii-1 that direc tion . 

Dean H. H. Ki ldoe , Ch-3.irman of the 
State Planning Bonrd , and .Prof·. Ehwod 
ar e planning to go to Sheldon Sept.28 , 
v1here they r:il1 pre sent tlB objectives 
and program of state planning bcfon-) t he 
fvionday Noon Luncheon Club, 8. businoss 
and professional men I s grOUf) . 

FAIRGOERS VISIT I. S.? . b . BOOTH 

Many peop~e representing agricu1t-­
uro , busin"'lf:s , education and other 
fiGlds 1of activi ty over tm state visit­
ed t !'le exhibit of tho Iowa St c1te Plan­
ning Board a t the :~eccnt St':l. te Fair. 

The chief obj,ec t s of inter es t at the 
booth were ~wo plaques depicting two 
,,:xtremes in farm practices . The fi r st , 
"Land and Water J;i:xploited," depicted 
the eztreme in a run do1;vn condi t.ion 0f' 
an Iowe. farm, whos e l and is badly er od­
l;d, whose s oil :Ls seriou s\,· d'op1eted 
both through orosion and intcms:i.vely 
d.e trimcintal f ar minc practices , :re:sult­
ing in a far:n plim t Ec:'e,ring the sta6e 
of t ot~,l detorioration. 

Opposite this vms pictur0d the other 
0xtreme , t he i deal of 11 Land and Water 
Conserved, 11 in v1hicl: i:er.e sh0vm be::'u ty, 
utility and efficiency in farm prac­
tices , -- land protect~d against ero-

sion, water conserved and used both for 
r ecreati on and ~:'or r es8rve, homes teaci 
and other farm buildings v,ell kE:pt , a 
delightful place in \';hich to 1i v e . 

Al r,o at the exhibit wc, r e nia1:i""s,......,s.,.,h'""o--•vf­
ing various . types of t~tudie s and pro -­
j ec ts undertaken by the Stat(:) P1,1m1:i.:.1g 
Board. 'I'hor;e cm duty a ·i:, the booth v,or ., 
able · t o moc::t many pursom, , discuss pl.c.n­
ning wi tr. them, distribute 2.ite ra. ture 
and in thi s manner r cach a l arge number 
who had not as yet understood . muct1 about 
the functi ons and ac t ivity of the Plan­
ning Board . 

'l'HAFi'IC SURVEY REPORTS ISSUED 

Reports. of Plo.nning Board l and use 
and traffic surveys in three cities 
v1ere publii3hed during the past month 
an6. -~wo 1;1orc. c.:1:0 slated for publica tion 
by Or:tobcr J:. 

For Mn.rr;)w.11 town, n report V:.tt S pt1b­
li shcd 00.1°ly in August on an am,l ysis 
cif t r .s.ffic and a ccid,~nts on city 
str-3ets. 

A land r.::tudy for We bster Ci t~r con­
taining basic infornw.ti on on l and upe 
ar,jas, comparison o f thi s land use with 
ot her cities of Iowa anct with the U. S. 
aver age . and norms, anc: g,3nerarT:nTor­
ma t ion nap:, wo.s published on ~\u gust 15 . 

I n Ott wm.:n an analysis of -Traffic 
flov1 in the c,:mtral business district 
was publfrhod on September l. 

Two additional r eports will be r eady 
by October. 1, a Traffic Flow :md Acci­
dent Analysis for Cedar Rapids and a 
Land Ur;e Report for Muscatine . 

· Thuse n );:,orts a.re distributed among 
publi c ann ,semi--public agencie s in the 
ci t i es , to J.ibra ri es , schools and to 
inte.resteC:: citi zen:.., . Copie:3 a r e als o 
sent to zoning b.nd planning commissions 
in those ci t i es having such bodie s. 

As n naUon vi8liot only en joy a won­
derful m8n.s ure c,f prc.:sent prosperity 
but i f thi s prosperity is used a right 
it i s nn earnest of future succ e s "' such 
a s no other nation will have . 

-T:wodore Rooscv 0l t . 
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FITZSIIlftV!ONS HEADS PROJ-ECT 

'l'O S':'UD"'.:.' IOWA RECREATION 
----------·-------

Newest pro,ject of the Iowa State 
Planning Board is a study to determine 
recre::i.tion habits of the people in the 
state and to discov0r the extent to 
vihich e;ds ~ing facilities are being 
usec!. 

This study ·will include a.n ~nulysis 
.of counts made in the various State 
Parks . of persons making use of thefle 
areas. 

Also con t emplated is a survey or in­
ventory of all 1:ecrea tional o.rous in 
the state ~nd a study of r ecr oation 
habits, the lat ·r,er pr-oj ect to be con­
ducted through t he sc:1001s. 

At the head of this survey is Jahr, 
R. Fitzsimmons of tlw Iowa State Col­
lege Extension Se~vic0, a lso Landscape 
Consul tant for t he I owa Conservation 
Corrunission . Mr . Fi tzsirnmons has hcd 
v.-ide experience in the field of recrea­
tion planning and has an eLtensive 
knov:ledge of the recreational potenti­
ali.ties of the state. His ar t icle on 
"Vacationing in Iov;a, 11 publi shed in tm 
June issue of the PlanningNev.·s attract­
ed wi de attention. 

E D I T O R I A L C O M M E N T 

Most planning agencies are concerned 
with 11 so-called" physical planning,that 
is, planning land use, highways, parks, 
civic cant ers , etc. This apparent em­
phasis i s due parUy to pu'olic accept­
ance of roads and r ocrE:ati on centers as 
pr oper public fFtciL. ties, rihereas so­
cial and economic pl anning am s ometimes 
consider ed undenirs.bJ:'G" r1over n:nental 
f unctions , encnoachments upon private 
life and busin-:c ss. 

In a l ar gA sense , however, there can 
be no complete segregation of physical, 
social and economic planning. A park 
is a special use of l and for the people, 
and ther efo.re cannot be completely dis-

socia ted from social v;elfare and social 
planning. The right of eminent dom.:i.in, 
permitting tho community to condemn 
land for park use, the que stion of tax­
ation of surrounding properties bene­
fitted by public par k development, the 
method of financing recreation programs 
in the park -- all these are definitely 
related to economic planning. 

The preparation of a fiscal 1Jrogram 
may be considered economic planning,yet 
its importance is due to society, i ts 
form a matter of concern to the members 
of society .f.,, plan for public works con­
struction for thE: next decade must cer­
tainly have sound financialpreparation, 
yet it cannot succeed without proper 
construction design -- and the final 
products, bridges, streets, sewer 
syst ems, etc., must be socially neces­
sary or the entire plan is subject to 
quest ion. 

Anything worthwhile must be socially 
desirable; wel l constructed and well 
f inanced. A skyscraper in a pr&irie 
tovvn may be well built, but when the 
inevitable bankr uptcy proceedings are 
insti t uted, there must arise doubts as 
to its social necessity. 

Mr . R.H. Mat son, Director 
Iowa State Planning Board 
Elm Lodge, 
Arnr, s, Iowa 

Dear Mr. Matson: 

Thank you very much for cl copy of 
"Housing e.mong tho low income groups, 
Otturm-m, Iowa. 11 

We have alrea:ly had occasion to use 
the roport a number of times .I can see 
that it i s goinc to be a valuable source 
of inf ormation for 1-:elfare and others 
inter ested in communi t y v1elfaro. 

Sincerely, 

May B.Ditch, 
Librarian 
Ottumwa , Iowa 
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Progress Report as of September. 1, 1G36 

Tax Survey Popula tion and Social Trends 

St ate- ·::ido tax survey to determine ef- . Analysis of field data gat her ed under 
f ec ts of pro1:iosed home stead exemptions :i: . E . R . A. to detorr.iine compo sition and 
on c.ax n 1veml6 of the state . · cha.r e.c teristics of Iowa ' s population 

Fi old work 90 per cent complete . Fi- over 65 ; al so to determine employment 
nal analysis in progress. and unemployment in state . 

Vl . P . A. Proj ec t No . 65-72--29 28 Old age study comple t ed . Coding 

Urban Lend Use Traffic Studies 

Ci ty traffic 
cities. 

and l and use surveys in 9 

}'"ieJ.ci wor k now 85 per cent complete . 
Tabulati ons 50 per cent complete . Urban 
lanti. t.1se r r.:: p0rt fo r \:Ye bster Ci t:,r , and 
trar'fic survey r sport for Cedar Rapi ds 
r eady Sept ember 15, _ 

W.P. A. Project fb , 65-72-5035-66 . 

Ba.sc Map Survey 

A state-wi de survey to r ev.ise and . check 
tovm ship ba se map::: showing roads; . far m­
stead locati ons , e l ectric lines , · fi rms 
having elec t r ic and t e l ephone sc~iice , 
e tc . 

About four per cent of the work :as a 
whole ,·,as compl et,;od during Augu~t . Tab..:. 
ulation has been started iri '-VJPA dis­
tricts 4 and 5 . 

Vi. P .-A. Project No . 65--72-5048 

Analysis of Farm St a tistics 

Studies based on availabL~ farm s·t a i,is­
t ics 1 i nvolving di stribution of farm 

has begun on tr::mscript i ons of employ­
ment study . Approxima t ely 37 per cont 
of cnrds have been punched arrl verified~ 

W.P.A. Pro ject 65- 72-2929 

Survey of Publi (: Heal t h Resourc es 

PurposG of proj '...: ct. is to "discover 
amount and cbar act,:ir of expenditure f or 
protection of public hc::i. lth in Imm . 

Field ~brk has progressed r apidly . 
Survey being set up in all districts 
save the first . Field vwrk in four th 
district about 40 per cent comple te . 

. W. P .~ . Proj ec t No. 65-72-2933 

· Biological Survey 

Seventy-f ive W. P . A. l aborers are now 
v,or.king on the Biologica l survey prq­
j ec t throughout the state- on differ e~t 
pha::,e s of conserv'.l·e- ion wor k . 

~ . P . A. Project No . 65-72-2927 

land i n various us ':' s, trends in a croage · Land and Stream Improvement 
and y i elds of major crops and offs ets 
of ,,-arious leasing systems on farm 
practices o.nd on distribu tion of income 
and oY.pensu. 

Project appr oximately 47 per 
complete . 

l . P . A. Project 65-72- 5321 

cent 

Survey on Crass Lakn 
completed. Wor k on 
gressing r apidly . 

in Emmet County 
Birge Lake pro-

W. P . A. Proj ect No . 65-72- 5009-5013 
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LEG END 

'1' LAKE AND STREAt.A 
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§ffl URBAN 
TRAFFIC 

LAND USE 
STUDIES 

::: : :: BASE MAP SURVEY 

;i,);i:Ii'BAS E MAP COMP LET ED 

0 FIELD WORK COMPLETED 

, , FIELD WORK INTERRUPTED 
\ _ _,' TO BE CONTINUED 

0 TABULATING OFFICE 

-t- PUBLIC HEALTH 
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I O VI' A S T A T E P L A N N I N G BO AR L 

H. H. Kildee, Chairman •.•• Dean of Agriculture, Iowa State College 

T. R. Agg 

Walter L. Bierring •.. 

J. N. Darling 

••. Dean of Engineering, Iowa State College 

• State Health Commissioner 

.President , General Wildlife Federa tion 

. . • • • Iowa Sta te Conserva tion Commission Mr c . Henry r'r ankel 

P. F . Hopkins 

George Keller 

Chester A. Phillips 

Agnes Samuelson 

A. C. Trowbridge 

Fred Vv hi te • . . 

. Director, Iowa Public Works Administration 

••• Administrative Adviser , W. P.A. 

• Dean of Commerce, State University of Iowa 

. St a t e Superintendent of Public Instruc tion 

..• State Geologist 

.••• Chief Engineer , Iowa Highway Commission 

R. H. Matson .•••. • Director 

.Secretary A . H. '\Heters . 

I 

C. !vl . Moderwell, District Chlirman ••.• National Resources Committee 

P. H. El wood, Jr., Consultant • Na tional Resources Committee 

Ma tcrial in the "Iowa Planning News " is a ssembleJ, edited and publisha:l, 
wi t hout r eview by the members of the Iowa State Planning Board its elf. 
Additiona l items , corrections or new addresses for our mailing list will 
be welcome . 

The "Iov,a Planning Nows" is publi shed by the Iowa Stat e Planning 
Board under Feder al Proj ect No . 3 of the Viorks Progre~s Admini stration. 
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