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By Prof . C. \Tlioody Thompson , College of Commerce 
State University of Iowa 

VJHAT I S THE FUTURE of the Iov_ra small 
town? Is it t o pass entirely out of ez
i stence or does i t have ~ permane~t 
pl ace in our ec onomic future ? Many 
would answer this qnesti on by sctying 
that the cmall t own i s doomed. A study 
of any I owa. c ounty 'Nill show t h e ghost 
rema'ins of many an earlie r prospc➔rous 
small to~n , and it will ·show that sev
eral of its present small towns seem t o 
be on the down grade . 

This qu e s t i on of the place of the 
smGll town has been given seri ous Gt_
tenti,m Ly the I owa State Planning 
Board . ; v eryone adr.,i t s that the uu to
mob:Lle hat, v11r oug-ht the most s i gnificant 
cha nge in Ameri can economic and social 
l ife sinc e t he inven t iort of· the steam 
eng:Lne . All Ameri ca l s on ·whee l s . 
l'ihere.:.:.s a trip t o th e county se&t a f (~W 
y ears ago was a br i::.&. th-taki ng adventure 
to be ·prepa:r·ed for O. c,ys in 6.dvr.mce , now 
o. tr ip of a hundn➔d or more miles i f_; a 
:!1er c e\rening ' s j aunt t o b e undertaken 
on th0! s_;mr of t .h c'. morr:ent . Like it or 
not , " th f3 horse -and- buggy days " are 
go.le , neve r to return . Wi th the disap
peL:•·a nce of the hor s e and buggy , will 
th,, smell tov;n lik,cwi:,e disa ppear ? 

In t h8 smuner o.f 1934 , t he Comrni tte e 
on Eusines f, and Industry of the Iowa 
Sto te PLmning Boa rd undertook to study 
the r etail trad:Ln6 habits of both rura l 
and urba n folk . In 89 of our 99 coun
tie,:_; e riumcr a tors wer e sen t up a nd down 
th0 country roads a sking fl:'.rmers both 
wher e they bought thdr Go ods e nd sold 

t he ir produce . The same sort of proce
dure Wb.S follovrnd in the I owa towns of 
l ei.~s than 5;000 p0pula tion . The farmer 
WccD asked wJ-w r ,:, he b ought s ucn goods a s 
gr,)ccries , drugs and medicine s , lumb er , 
a nd cement, women ' s clothing, men ' s 
sui~s , men ' s and women' s e~003 ,PV8ralls 
and f o.rm machinery . In town, the same 
list of Goods vrn s asked abou t , cubsti
tuting f urn:i.tu rn for farm ma chinery o.nd 
kitchen u t ensils for lumber and c ement . 
Both groups wer~ likewise asked c erto.in 
s_uC'stions abou t their banking heb its 
and preferenc es . ThG f ar~er w&s a sked 
w}wre he sold hi s h -)gs , cattle , grain, 
eggs and poultry , &nd cream . 

The tab~lo.tion ,)f the e.n :-;wers to the 
hundre.ds c, f r urE~l a nd smL.11- town int0r 
vi c> ws enable s the Committee on Bu :::iness 
a nd IndustrJ t o make certain very def
inite conclus i ons. The small t .)wn :':.. [, a 
gen eral in~titution is in no 5ense 
d o::'Jmed t:) disappearance . It con timws 
to have a very important pl a c e in our 
s oc i al and e con'.)mic l i fe , th ~.Jugh of 
Cjursc the aut._1m0b ilo has changed it 
ve r·y nmrlrndly fr0m the :Jma.Ll town of 
f orty years a.gr) . 

First , l e t us s e c wha t t h e smr,.11 
town has l ost. With min::n· oxcepti:ms , 
i t i s no longer t he shopping cont0r for 
e i t her ne&.rby :::·ural f olk or its own 
i nhabita nts fo r s uch things as are 
cla s s ed as shopp ing g0ods . Our ~mrvey 
showed tho. t for su ch things as clothing 
a nd shoes a larger nearby town ordinar 
ily c Jntroll8J mo s t of the tnsde of the 
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small town and surrounding opm country . 
In fact , the fifteen largest Iowa t owns 
control approximately 40 per c en t of 
the open-country trading in t h ese c om
modit i es ( thi s r efers to s qua r e mileage , 
no t to J)OpuLtion d ensity ) . While t he 
geners. l store may still contirn.B for 
years t o come , it seems r8&sonable to 
conclude t hat the qu antity of sal ,3 s of 
t hings whHre styl es and S'.~ l ection ure 
import&nt will ever b e on the decline . 
Tho radio and t he automob ile ha ve made 
the rural people of Iowa as style con
scious as are the p,~opl ,3 of the lar ger 
cities . 

The fu t ure of the sm&.11 t own l i. r.is in 
its c on t inued catering t c what may b e 
called the servico- sta tirm ,,wpucts of 
trading. Almof: t eVtffJ' one o.f tho dOO 
inc or pore, ted cu1ru11~1ni t i c s of I owa. con
trols its '.Jwn inhabitants and the fa.r-m
ers of the tmrrounding criuntryside for 
the purchases '.)f [mch things as grocer
i e s , drugs und rn0:dicines , and s imilar 
conveni ence goods . It likewise plays a 
part equ a l t 0 the lE .. r p.:st I ov,a corrununi
ty i n the sale :)f lumocr and c ement . 
Appar cmtly , thinf;s wh :i ch arc fr,.K(11rmtly 
purchased , Stieb as groc8~ i e s , will can
tinu6 to b e b ought indcfir.L t cly in th::; 
nec .. re0t town . Bulky c orn1;-ioditi i:,s , such 
as l unilier nnd com0nt , will likowise b e 
purchc:1.f_,ed in tr>..: noar1:::st town b,:;cau se 
of the ~nounting c,)s t of trans:.Jortat::._on 
with inc rGasing di stance . 

The r u turns from :.he 'Jp t.m country 0n 
tlw tw :i c•-:imrnod::.. tir::,s , ov,2r.s.lls 1.rnd fEirm 
,nachin ery , show th8 c,.nall town to bG 
L.:ss f:wcur s:, in thes e sc1ni--converd(-=mce 
g'Jods . Ov,:; r.:-,11~, c0.n bo riurcbas13d D. t the 
sc_;me t i;ne cL1Eting i s being b)ug h-c, , a nd 
th3l' to.for.J ·Jften ani nri t b )u5ht i n t he 
sm&ll t,w,m . Wh1:itlwr f arm macninery i s 
b mght l oca lly ,_ir in o.n C!.dj accnt h:rge 
town d t1p8nds ,-,n sev ,.ir al f;__ct,:irs , t he 
most irnp ·.: rtant -;ne ·) f' which i s tb,;.; ser
vice f aci.li ti8n Jf the sull~r . Sinc e an 
enterprising J ~&.l a r in ~v2n t he smal
l est I owa h&m l c t can dc v,;;;lop a high
class service ·xg~,niz.:, ti:m, the . r:r.1r.ll 
t 'Jwn h&s a dufinitu pl aco in t h is kind 

of business . A study 'J.f a map f o1· Iowa 
sh )Wing the s i ze )f optm- country trad
ing areas for farm rn&chin" r y rev,:,a ls a 
surprising numb er of srnail t">W ns pos 
sessing ,:.n i mpr ess i ve area. . In short , 
the s u cc0ss of a sma ll tmm in this . 
bus iness d epends essentially u2on the 
de&l er . 

Wher e do t he inhabitants of th,~ se 
smt"cll t owns trado'l Their t r ading lwb
i ts are V,ff'Y s i mi h.r to th8se of t h e 
rural folk . They buy s u ch g'.Jods :-, s gro-
ceri es , drugs , and ki tchen u tensils at 
han:e . The smaller the home t ow1l, the 
gri::ater 1dll b e their ·Ju t - Jf-t'.)wn trei de 
in shopping g'Jods . 

So f ar our story hns b ocm mainly c on
c erned 1,-d th the OC.Jn omi c aspec t :,f the 
sr:ioll t'JWn. Admi t tcdl y , howt~VGr , a ny 
t ,:wm :i.::. !!J:)l'G than a place in which to 
buy f;•Jod:3. I t i s a pl a ce when-, ono may 
transact his banl: i nJ bus iness , a pl a ce 
where '.)110 uay g,) to while away his 
l e isurs h -:Jurs , a nd a pl a c e wher e: chil
dren a s well as a dul ts rr1oy be educated. 
The C·_nn;-:i i t tee -::,n Bu s iness and Industry 
has , thuref '.)r e , C'.)nduc ted an a ddi ti-:mnl 
sur-vz,y t r) inqui re int0 t h ese non- econo
mic nspoc ts ,Jf community life . While 
thi s survey has w ·t as yet b e on finally 
tabulated , i t s hows a v ery d ~finite 
ple.ce fo r t h e small town in many of 
these activities . I t s s ch Jols, its a th
l 0tics , its band c oncerts , i t s w0~~n •s 
club.:, , &nd its lodge s are live drawing 
ca r ds . Su ch ins t i t u t i ()n s a s thc;se wake 
t h e tuvm I s inhab i tants and the farmers 
of t ho snrr::mnding C'...lun1,r ys idc:: f E:,e l 
that they c~r e definit ely a pc.rt 0f that 
c ommuni ty . Vvhile a vi s it t o a 1.1 ,-Ji:.rby 
l a r ge t ,,jvm may be noc<2ssary a nd even 
enj ·Jyabl0 , it never th c., lct, s d"Jes not give 
the v:isitor the f eeling that thi s is 
his l}':.@Li it ::iwn . 

What ' h/i S been :-,a i d cannot b u tt:. ken 
as a bri ef by which to defend cv1;ry 
town a nd h l~mlet f c; und a cr ,Jss I own . Many 
of t hc,m a r o _, m . the way out , and nothing 
c an be t.l-me by c::_ ther their inhabi te.nts 
or lU t sid e agenc ies to prevent th~ir 
ultimate decadence and tlisappGar ance . 
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F-OA. ITS '· ·~IZE:,. 5PE:NCE:R MAS THE: LARGE::~T CONVE:NIE:.NCE:- GOODS 
SHOPPING - AR&.A · oF-· ANY TOWN IN TH& STATE:.. 
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·nut for hundreds of Iowa tovms , ther e: 
L, a very defini t.e pl t1ce . Exc e pt. for 
t.hosc ft::w places t hat are too closely 
l ocF.,ted to a l18f.:rby l t\rger town, the 
suw.11 t own shoulc:i. nut only hold i ts own, 
bu t lmp:r·ove nnd gro~v vii th tho coming 
;/GUI'S • 

PLANNING BOARD BEGINS 
Hf~ALTiI SUHV.S'Y OF IOWA 

ply, and ,_:th0r fo.ctor:; i mp.)rtant to the 
public her1.l.th. 

Bosidt·;S drr.wing such inr' '...Tin1J.t i on 
fr .)m g ,)vernmental uni ts, the survey 
will seek t ·) ascert::1 in thG nwnber, typ~; , 
and value nf tho public health pro
grc.ir.s sp·ms ,·>r ed by many n 0n-g:w,::;rnment-
al ugencie s ::.:uch 3.S tre Aroerican L0gi :m, 
the Farm Bureau, American Hed CJ~oas, 

FeJerc~ti on of V~o1nen I s Clubs, Par ent 
Toucher I s bssocia tion, and ma.ny others. 

.... Vi.tll', n c.11 this informati on has b een 
--·- coll8c t8d a11d SUJllil1cri2iad, tl1~ state will 

DURINr~ JULY THE PLANNING I:\OA.~ 1,t<1rt- b ,3 ab le t -) plan a thorough and f:iOUnd 
ed a. survuy of Public Heal tl! 'Reso ,1rc::,s i:nprov<:nnent of thet;e pub lic heul t h re
which will be ste..tc~v;idc in sc-?p8 . Tho ::,ourc: .:,:-~ t,c, o. l ,:i vo:::l e.t which t he heal th 
survey, undcrtnkt:m at the r equest of the of th -:, stet,: i::.: &d,~cpately protected. 
Depart:nent of He~l th , wUl fulfill a 
need pointed ~ul in th0 r oix>r t of the 
Brookings Im,ti-Lut.:.0n on t.h(.; g0v0rnment 
of the statG in 193~. Thi s r 8port 
pointed to t he i.::p;)ar ent l a ck of a dc 
quatE: public health protection ond a l so 
to the l a ck ::if comprehtmsi ve; r ,,cm·d u on 
the subject. 

To a gr 1:::c.t 
ment will not 
ating . 

many l)eo;,l.e t his state
b e part.icul.::;rly i llurnin- . 
'1..i'.'C 11 Pu.bl j c Hoal th R,~-

soarces 11 ? 'vVhy :; L.:)Uld !:.l-H.:},t:. 11 r er::: 'Jurces 11 

be surveyed? 0/ idmt V[:lucj will trw re
port b e: t -~ th e.· ;icople rif I0v:a a nd their 
g :w c.;rnmen t ? 

I n t1ech )f Lwm ' s n:i.n,.: t:r-ni1k coun
tius one Jr mnru r elief workers nill in 
thn nc.r1:t f ew :nonths ..:.:all upn:ri l:ver y 
schx;l supc:ri rn ,..:rn.limt , mny:·,r ,ci -:-,y cle rl-:: , 
townshi.p clG1'k, c Gunty :.::up-, rintl:;nJen',, , 
a nd c )unty sch ·,;l b -,a:r.d t..) ")Ck l.n :i..n
formati m p0r-ti.nent t.c. t.he T>;,;,~ . .-::u :··,1s 
t aken by the se agencies t) 1.1rotcct the 
heulth 'Jf J->hn Q. Public 1..:r.J. hi s family . 

Sch )ol a ~iil t ~ll wh~t saniLary fa
cili t i cs Lre ir~ US G, w!1& t irw true ti m 
is t;i ven in l:.yr~l.c.:r1(1, ,;ha;.; rned.ic1:, 1 cr.l.ri::; 
is given t :• t)Up:ds , anci '!ii1D t tho~e vr.tri
ous i t ern::; cos : durin;; trw y c&rs 1933-
35. 

Ci ties , t)vms and t ,wn:,b.i pn will tell 
of th0 a c tlvitien 0f tll t.: L· «.., D.lth 
b oards and Lea lth '.:>fi'ic0rs , n.nd w112t 
these activiti ,l ~; ba·,e c •:,;c-.t . '.t';;.,,y v.:~11 
r elate their prc.c tic .J r- in the :n~. tt tor c,f 
quarantine rc>gulecLi '.ms ,l 0JcD.l water sup-

PLitNNHiG COUNCIL FORMED 
IN PALO , ALTO COUNTY 

AT THE LAKES REGION Planning Insti
tnt,, held. in Em1r.etsburg, July 10, 1956, 
und8r tho au spices of the StE, t e Plan
ning Board, a preliminc:ry committee was 
r~'_()pointcd t o organize county planning 
for Pc. lo Al t o C'JUnty. Tnia .:: ri:,n:i :.t.c)U 
met a rn.J. &ft.., :.· cl:.refully canvL<s s lng the 
field , selected 27 r epresent~tivE men 
und w,::;men ,)f the county as ml.;mb0rs of 
the! 11 County Planning C'.)uncil 11 f or Palo 
Al to County . Thes,-; memb drs a r e as f ol-
loH,s : Lust Islr.md T,Jwnship, Mll.rtin 
~in10r1son; \'\ulnut T.Jwnsl-1i.p, 1~1r ~.-:: '"i rvic-
c oi,1bs ; Vernon T·:nmship, ivlrs.J')hn Farmer ; 
1!1d c.: p~ndtmc e T,)wrwhip , G. V. Giffin; 
Hi ;:;hl:md T0wnship, Le ster Barringc;r; 
Emmetsbu-~g Township , He nry Duhn; Free 
dom T ,wnshi p , Mrs . W. R. Shr-Jeder; Fair
f icld Township, J ohn Wegener; Silver 
Laki:: Township , ,J :ihn Swannon; Great Oak 
T~wns bi.p , Mrs . J a mN; CrJnlon; lkr~ada 
1' wmsh:Lp ,Lawrence D. Bronnan; Fern Val
l e:,: T.Jwnshi1,,George Fandel;B ····)t h T'.)wn
shl p , StanL~? Cox ; Hush Lake T:)wnship, 
Otto Lund; Ellingt)n T,)Wnship, Scym:ire 
Gi<ld and ~1e1;,t Bcmd T nvn(;hip, .A.B. Car
t 1:.;-r , Fred Spi ,3 s , Graettingc➔r , A. L. 
Er: ,.gg , Ruthven, Sam B, is, Jr., A. L. 
Bauch , Dr . F . X. Cretzmey cr, Dwight Mc
Cnrty, H1rnJall Hoffmann and i'.diss 
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FL •l·.:;nc'"' \icUs , 1·.;-imd,sbur 6 ,Wm.R.0 1Brien , 
A~·:· : :·1. , r-;:, , D. 0 . Fm·ts ·,ck , !v1allc:.rd and 
D~ -. P . O. D· 1r c.:, : :i. L :r, IVE 3t 3encl . 

·r:t:J C )11.ncil v;us caJ.l8d t -:i m1.,c t at 
-L u .. '; ', i '.r-: Il 111:0,~ at r~;n;netsDurg , Friday 
,_ r .r _i!::[:; .~\~l,v 2( , .L336. Th,-; me8ting .lr
(:l .~1·i. .:,:_)(~: .a.t. t1 1.a +, t i r:H:~ b,y t>t: l l!ctint; ~VID.r
·,J.i.~; :~:~'.:.~t~)r:.s::;11_, Jut}YVC.!1, I -1v.ia , as Chair
,:·111 ,.,. E,11d ;;;i_.s~ Fl,,r :cnC ,; Viell:o ~E,nrnetsburg , 
l ··,,: , o.::, a~,cr ct,r• r y . It vws deci.dud to 
J. . ..:a~I .:· tr.,_:_ :selec .::. ir)!l ':J: an executive 
c --,cJ.r;LL i.~-~c~.: until a J..ar,er i11ectir1g. 

/i HOUND Tii}'.'. hORLD rn 21.ANNINC: 

t\~; SG.S J,.y 
H,J::-ett1 8;-:ent 
third W,:;r 1.d. 

'i'hi~: .J1JNi: CIRGU[,AR :if' t he 
A<i,:::Lni:, l-r c-:. ti ,, n th::. t thu 
Pr)1.- 1~r C,mf'enmce ar!d th0 

s ., c f 1d. C:-rngrss~ ,n .b.rgn dar::s v;iJ. l h0ld 
c ,nc•i r-r ,m t me~ ti.n1.;c: iG Wu;hingt:m,D . C., 
Supt t:.:E1b 0r 7 --12 . Inv:i_t1::.ti :1n t, o.11 the 
c: · ;1;_~-~r ie;.; :xi.' th~ · 'ii"irlu. hHs b Gen extcmd
e~ by PrEsident R~0 s Avelt. 

·~!:- -){"" -){- ·}~ 

Durini~ Lhc Interrn ,. t-L mal C-::: nfr,:renco 
01' Agr i cnl tur i::. 1. Le ·m·,mi s tr; t'.-; b e held 
i n Sc ;:itl.o.nct l\1;;6us t tot , Se ;_:>tem1; or 6 , 
1836 , tJ10 :::Ul);ject f'Jr )llQ d c\jr 1s di::lCUG
s h ,n wi :!.l. b e 11·'The futuru •.Ji' l a nd t enure 
i n r0l~ti 1n t~ the d~v~lop~ent of agri
culturc ,11 :::-~."GCfJ , tlw c ,:.blfni ttee p 1Jints 
::iut , 11 1:i.t t:tc ue.:;:L :c •.Jf all f2,rming lie s 
ti1( )V.'ll i:,rstj.p anri. rig;-.t of '1Se ::;f the 
1 ,,r . .J. . ;:;.c :,i fl;;, i c a nd r,r.icia l p.r· :Jgr ,::; ss can 
b ,_, b:,st-., noc: ,,r reter :_od by t he syster.1 
oi' ,_ ;v·;11(~ :~•sn:/_p a1.-.d rigL ts )f use 111 prac
t:1Hcc~., " 

IJ·,.Jli~ 1' di;:_ C'.lSSi -.ins v,i J. l c r_.nsi.der 11 '.I'h c, 
::··,-

1_:..·._,i )ll f:, ).:: E.gric1..1J..ture to ir1d.ustry 
one: tho c .1J.,1Y::1ni ty 11 ; " 'I'he future ,_ffgt:ni
zc-:ti .1L o;.· .. .. ·(-~. r ::1ir1[~ f' "'r 0r·.-):ilicti .:.,n :.Lr1 rf; 
:,·_J("; Ci:- of.' s.~z,, A' hol oi-,1l;r: ,cc.cpital, sta
tu ;_; )f ::.au r; r , etc . 11 ; u.nd 11 '1.'he fu t ure of 
. f:.nd c:msunpt:L m ,h1 r ·.:,:.;;ycct 0f pur chas
ing j)Y.',, ir' h,),:;..L th , :T'..:-: '.-,::_ r:;s ' etc . II 

*· ~- * *"' 
Undor the l.and elf,::: ) r ·p ·am of th1Re

::; ,. t tJ 0:m en t Admin l s t r u '+.:.~ ;:in JW)T e th~n a 
h i:, l f rni:::_li ,n o.c:rc i, '.)f lard unsui tE;d for 

agricul t ure arr-, be ing 1-Jurchas '.:,d a nd de
veloped for :public recniation . _Most oi.' 
this l and L; included in 4G projects 
establis hed i.n c oop0ra tion wi t h t he Na
tiona l Park Service , and ir, l.oca-::.ed 
laregly wi thin fifty miles o.f la:r r_,to in
dustrial centers . 

Several projects are l ocated on or 
ne~r historica l s ite~ - King ' s Mountain 
proj ect, South C:l.rolina; i3ull Run in . 
Vj_rg:Lnia; French Creek near the site of 
the old Hopewell furnace where cannon 
b all3 wcre cast f or the revolutio11ar y 
r-:..nr,y .,,nnd e l s81;lie:re , provid ing add ition
al inter e s t fo1· v i s i t or :o . 

Rura.l p1n.nnj ng and zoning wer e made 
pof, ;3iLl r) for t Le State of Washington i n 
1935 through un act sponsored by the 
St a t, Planning C,.mncil. · The lavr per mi t3 
c::i.. ti.2s and counties to .for m planning 
cor:1:r1issions oi' 3--12 members , and pro
vides the l r..; .,1 bGs i s rm which ,;iunici
paliti es (including counti os , c ities , 
and towns ) may be, zoned in order that 
thel.r dev.:: lopment may be planned in 
llne wi 1.-h e,he state ' s best, L1te:rests . 

Funds for carrying on the work are 
providGd by the ci. ty or c -:mnty . The 
comr.i.j_ss ions /3.J_·· e non-partisan; r11embers 
sc,rvo il:i.thmt compensation, make sur
vcys of county r '-'source s , formulate 
plans for c unserving and deve l oping 
such r e sourc e s ,and C').Jperate v<ith othe1· 
public 1:,genc i es in planning , c0userva
tion and development w~r k . Regi onal 0r
g2nj_zati0m; may also b e f8r ined to con
side:c matte r s i:Jey :.md the tcrri t )ri al 
jurisdictiorc nf t h e municipalit y com
mis s ions . 

Thu c ·)mr;;issi 0m s h ave c, uth.)rizati.0n 
for zonin5 , but speci f ic -arovi sion f or 
agricul t ur.:.:l, f 0r2stry or r ecr2at i onal 
zoning was not pc.rt of t lB ort [ irw l ~1c t . 
The Stcite l and cla si:ific&ti ) n ,n· >";ram 
now uncl t:: r vw.y , howevar, t o.;:; indi cs. ted 
th2 need f ,:,r chc1 ng8~-, in th<-.. a ct, a nd it 
i s b c,l h:v~d ·.:.hc.t thn f>r<.;sen t law wi ll 
bG :amcmd.er:l O'f.' :J new one:: pas:: nd to r r o
vide f ,)r ati1-·icul t ural zoning . 
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"HIGHLIGHTS BY DING" ON CONSE.'RVATION AND PLANNING 

( The following a r e some of the high
ligtts of an addr ess by J ay N. Dar ling 
at Lakes Regi on Planning in s titute on 
,Jul y 10 . ) 

WE HAVE LESS EACH YEAR of land to 
rais e ou r bread upon , by 25 , COO acres .. 

Oh , we have b een a fortut;.at o ;,e opl e. 
We inheri t ed a c o:r.tinent t ha t, wa s t he 
r iches t in natural :reso'...lrce~, on Uie 
face of t he broad earth. We heve jus t 
spcmt 200 year r-. on i t and h;J.Ve e:d tau cs t 
ed 75 to GO per c ent of the r esources 
tha t are suppos ed to ke ~p us her 8 f or -
ovc:: r • • • 

There art➔ b e t ween seven l! nd e i1iht 
hundred million acrG~ of land on t his 
con t inen t which wer rc oncG vc, r-y profit
able and produc t ive , but now i:tr u o:f no 
f urthur u se ... 

• • Every y ear , Iowa dum_ps a cub ic mile 
of the richcr,t tnp s oil i n tho wor ld 
down the Mi G:::i i. ss i ppi Val.Ley ••• 

Our f~:irni l y ba s incroased, our ice box 
is g8tting moal lor and what i s on our 
pantry sLt": lvcs is b eing r edu.e .,_, ct gradu
a11y . • How ar c y ou going t o havro more 
a bundan t living t hat ,~ay? You can ' t g r::; t 
rich and h,w\j mo r e;; abundan t l i f .. 3 by 
t aking in Gb ch othGr 1 s washings . You 
mu. r:: t have s o.Ll and i.~at er ano' t h e r e 
sour c es of nc-:, turc t o live abu nci&nt.ly .. • 

. . I ha ve t r a vuled thi r. wor- J.d around , 
a nd j u s t a s on e of tho Kind of nut 
i de a s that cartoonis ts ge t I thought I 
would like to tra v(,l i n -Ch ,: path of 
civiliza tion t o see wh,!t :L t ha d done . 
ThG Gob i Des er t , t hi:: c n ,d J.. c of t h r1 hu
man ri..C f? , Wc•. S t h e .J'il·nt ~-,lo.co where man 
l i ved . You c ouldn't ~a~t ur 0 a grass
hoppc~r on a hundrr:,d s,;_u aro 1d.J..us l Tha. t 
is what civili zation had done to it . 

Th ;;_,r e i s s o.mo a rgument nmoq ; s tudcmts 
of a r chnoology as to whet11er tha t ( the 

Gob i Lleser t ) was rea l ly the cr adle of 
t he human race or whet her it Wfi S the 
Sahara Dese r t. So I wen t over th1;;re to 
luok at tht" rui ns of anot h er ga rden 
spot t hat h&d b een turned into a de sert 
by man . 

Go when) the Garden of Ed en is s up
pos (;d to h0vG existed. Tha t is more 
d8sert. Mesopotamia ! PGrsia ! The Val
l ey of £gyp t l One of t he r ichest val
l eys in the world i s now l i ned by a 
l .itth, border of vegeta t i on , all under 
irrig,tt i on , and people are dying f r om 
sU:,rv.<.ti on by the t h ou s and s . Or con
:,~id. tH' 1fongo.Lir-, , wht:r e they di ed t hi s 
J ,:ar by th,~ i;i.iJ.llon . Then come ove r to 
Yue,~t c:.n m ·:iu r continent , and north to 
Ar L;mw., th2 s itt, of the oldes t civi l i 
zc'.tLm we know ,;f on the Nor t h Am erican 
C0ntinent . Wl1e re civili za t i on has been 
the l onges t, the near ur Q desert tha t 
r c::gi .-:in becomes . 

. • They talk Gb ou t my being a ccm s er
vid;i mi ~; t , and whe,t I h av o done for c on
s orvc:. ti ':m , Nobody ha s d on8 anything f or 
c :nrn urva ti,)n . I f he had we w:-mldn ' t 
have lc:ss c:.nd let;s ev 1=o ry y E:: r,r inste c1d 
of mer e and more . 

• . All I h&v8 succeeded in d 0ing isto 
utt .::.: r r. vmrn5.ng r:g1:d.ns t c::mtinuation of 
our ·,:e.::, te: ful polic i e s , but a s trJ c on
strue t i V t:) c0nserva t i --:m and re r.-,1 r es tor
a ti JD t here has b u.o n s o litt l e thnt all 
;J.f i t put t og E; ther is pr actica lly n og-
1:i.gi tle . 

.. I o.m a. gr eat (.dv·)c a t ,~ :Jf planni ng 
a nd 1 h,:vu bocom0 rn ~ff e end inore a c ,m 
v er t as I havu wGtched tremend~us sums 
nf n:,:;ney diss ip1.:. t Gd in the l ast f ew 
y~ur s , much ;Jf i t wa Gted . 

I n .1932 and 1933 when millions of 
men nnd billL:ms ,)f mDn ey wer e off urod 
b y :)u p l~ _,pl o t .::> put tht::m to work for 
y ·mr own g:>Jd , t her e vm s n I t a C;JDS crva
tL,n plan tha t came t ) Wnsting t '.m t o bo 
perf:-ir med . No sta t e hacl a plan ! No 
county had a plan in this b r oad -land ! 
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1 a :n cri t..ical of you and of U-,e peo
'Jl r=, writ; c £:.ll themselves intelligent wi10 

h t."n, s e•.':n all the emergency mon ey a.nd 
1.'.::bor 1--,;o ing down . t he 11 r a t hol e 11 1.::.nd 
r! •j ~(j·c. 1· busied :lours 8~L\.res \;i t~n t11e prob 
let:i[i of :H::ncf l. t to yrmr. own co;mnun:i. ty. 

Th!~ one thing that Iowa S -9.Ved out of 
the 0n-::i1~gc::ncy money we spent tho first 
y t;;-.:. r c,:.1:J.e rmt of the 25--year pr ogro.m . • . 
When we got that pL.m lr.dd ou t , it out
·,_ Lw,d ) r')j i'c t s in I mm that could. be 
i.J 1.tilt in the rn:xt 25 years .i.f the t..'ame 
L'.:r1,_:,1.:mt of money v1cre appro;,riatod that 
l,;,c} b eGn i n the ;io.s t l b y c,r,ff s . A~ the 
u:,d of tJwt time , ws would have witr.in 
50 rniles of 0very· ci tize11 c~ l (.~kc, or D 

n.,cre&tion i-1r!J j ect of some kine: . It 
looked &;;: :i.f ws 1ni.ght G,:, t S()!ne thing for 
the:: money moi·c~ tJwn ~u st a hit 1:1.nd n i si; 
t"l;Jending . 'l'r1·., t we:s tl-i;:, first r N~l plan 
vfo ho.d . I t was c'. 11 Docto.c' 1 s pr ,"~~e;r ip
U.on11 wr-itt ,3n by f;_n expert for t h t:i 
State oi' Iowa . 

Vfoc.t W•) do need in tte way oC county 
plarming ! I don I t know of a eounty i n 
I owa that couldn I t have g:;rn,, cmd rocr ,:, 
ati on wate rs and all such ad7on tnges . 
I f you vmuld onl.J toka enou ,;h .i.nterest 
to have e ola,1 r se.dy so when so:nobodr 
~mys , 11 Hure is u bill:Lon dol lnrs s.nd a 
m.i LU.on men , put them to worl<, 11 you can 
sr:.y v:i th c onficlence , "We know j u st what 
t o do with them . u 

Don ' t think thnt the d 1:<;'{S o f' (J!iWrge n
C:J 2.,Jpro_fJrit: tion::-1 aro over . They may 
not be; 1-:, r ou.ght t1l ,011t by dcprc~~ ssior1 . I 
hoya they ars not . But we have got a n 
o tlw:::· emergc:ncy , u.nd the. t is se. ving our 
c0ntin0nt . Maney has got t o go into i~ 
With ·mt a defini te [md co.:;:·eful plc.n you 
nu.:.;r Tni .s;::_:, ~ro11r share . . . 1 do h t.))(~ \J1 a·~ i n 
thl c c ,)1..mty yr:,u wi ll cn1rn,12ncc t o plan 
for your own g-:_":irl . 'l.'b,.) s tc: t 0 wil l ·,_;::1.ke 
cnr8 )f yc'.l i .f y-m h :.1v ,:: suwu iJlo.n . It 
w.m I t come h t3":' e ::nd pl[,n. for you . 

.. I h [:.'.Vc, known 1::-x :t ·,f t h.: pr .;;r, idu n ts 
:~ i11 e c, '1~heud::,,re E::,oe e vel t , mos t of the 
gov '-' rn'.)rS c,f Iowa anc: a let of con
grcs::.;n,en a nd rKi:rib e r·s of the 1 8ei: ... la.
Lure . All of thom- --·Uiere is:n I t a n c x-
c,,ptL:m --· w· 1 t2ld rF ,,,hFJ1 ' S ,ff V f., y •·m .f r)lks 
2.nrl a g::-,:x: caus ,, thGn t.he:r vic,uld a 
st:r ·CL\', bus.::; •·)f a v ··: tir:g J i stdct , :U you 

:f' :::, l ks wou l d a s k them . But y ,1u n e:v<:ff• do 
2.nyt h i ng exc e:,ot 11 blarnc t he g,)V :rrr;ment . n 
Congressmen n , spond · quickly to any ,18-
me.nd . Bu t they nev er hear f r om you 
fo l ks ab::mt th0s<::: things . 

I vvan t t o say that you f i rf, t must 
p l a n .s.t home . Your c .)unty sh-:mld plan. 
Your c i ty must plan . Thu · stGt c mus t 
plan . 

LOCAL PLANNI NG AND W. P . A. 

M'. I OWA NEVI SPAP ER EDITOR r8centl y 
wrot1;; , under the he c:ding "Wi ce Coord i na
ting" , t he foll::w, i ng c0ma;c.:n t : 

11 1 t was a :wnsib l e move ~,n the part 
of local c i vic bodi ~s i nte r ested in t he 
WPA progr11!T: t,,) c ·:invAn e o.nd agree u p on a 
r an~ing of pr: ,j 0cts . 

11 The prc,px;E;d suwage d i sposal 1)lant 
was rnad 8 the I No . 1 1 j ob , with the new 
down-t ,Jwn f ir e:, stE,ti :.:. n sec cncl ••• . • • • .• 11 

Spea ki ng &t re pl a nning conf :-:Jr on co on 
J uly 10 , iilr . ,Tay N. Dm·ling t old the 
o.udi..:nc e t he. t c .mgressnen have no pr e j 
udice against l ocal pla m1ing , l oc a l in
te:r ,)st i n c:.:,m;urv2. t i ·: n , etc . They ho.ve 
n o 1;re judic0 1,.ge inst s avi.ng ·:mr great 
n D.ti •.,nal r cs.-'urces . 

N•) v, the point to all this i s simply 
t hat · reall y ,:.::,rthwhi le programs are 
c ::ming and ·Ni l l .:: ome -:)ut Jf the WPA and 
~JU t ui' f u t u r8 con g.r·e:3si :)nal sossi JnS 
i nsofar as the:; pe ople want them , pl an 
£' ."Jr th-3m a.nd \'t· Jr i<: f ,)r them . 

The WPA i s ess en t.inlly & machi n e for 
putting PC ?Jlc' tu wo::::k , f c :r.· Oi'.)8ruti ng 
vn rk pro jects . If U1e pr(c::::ent ) r,::: j e cts 
are liJ t c -insidc,rt.::d s a tisf1:1ct.Jry or n e c 
cssnry by the c )mmuni t i es i n wh:Lch they 
o.r c :>p <3ru ting , it i s largdy the, f ault 
:.· f t h ;:.,0 c .Jmmunj_ t i es . 

L,'Jcal peo:) ~C: sh"Juld stucty the ir n e eds 
a nd plan th0ir pr·.) j 0ch , 0r, t r.dning pro
.f(::ssi ')nLl pll::ud.ng service;; \\here., 111::css
sary . Tru e , tl1er e a re c ert a in l i mita
t iJm, t ·) the: \\PA pr,)grrnn . i1bst Jf the 
p r.,opl e empl ·jy0d t hr'.)ugh feder a l funds 
on WFA pr 'J jocts Lms t b u eligible f.)r 
work r clic.i'. l'il J:cit ,f the f ederal ,llon oy 
must be spent f .Jr the_ir wages . I i' a 
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buEdJng or br-1.dge i s to b e 
proL>e:bly a L1r ge share of the 
coct, must be borne locnlly . 
are plenty of good pro j ects 
pro,jbcts -- which the progr am 
m:L t . 

erected, 
mater i als 
But there 
-- needed 
will per-

Tb:: WPA will opc:rate acceptable pro
j t,r.tc . The community must plan them 
or admit o. failure t o do :i. ts part . 

.... 
E D I T O R I A L C O 1:i M E N T 

SuoDos i_l}g . . . • 
Tax l ,Jvies on r er.1 property should 

take into account : (1) t he potontiaL 
incom o of the fH.'OfX:;rty under its best 
soci al u s ,~, &nd ( 2 ) soc i al ha z,1rds un
der its presc -•. use . 
So the,t . . . . 

Good farm lnnd or urban property 
would be t&Xl3d relatively high b ecause 
of its potenti.:11 incor:1e , anJ rela t:i. v ely 
still highc,r i f short- sighted cul ti va 
tion or improper development practices 
were followed . 
Then .... . 

The f armer on poor land v,ould r e 
c e ivt: high sympathy and low tax assesr, -
ment s if he :follow,}cl wise cul t urccl 
pr1:!.cti ce s . 

The c i ty :,~Gal tor who owns a va luable 
down- town l ot nnd who builds u pon that 
lot t: i;kyscrapor v;hich i mproperly con
gosto sidewalks end s~roets a nd unnec
essa.rily pn,vc.:nts neighboring proper
tio:3 frorn enj oyin8; a proper amount of 
sunshine , would be t ax ed high for his 
v aluable land a.nd s t i ll hi ghor b ecau s e 
of t.i. soci a lly undesirablt., u s e . 

'I'he farn:":r on good l&nd wm pc.mali zcs 
pe;:-;ter:L ty by wa~;tin g s oil r osour c ei::, and 
Ql.lowlng erosion to progTcss unchecked, 
would hims~lf be 9onaliz8d with a high 
tux . 

Tho city own er of che:o.p property who 
a llows fire hc1?..s.rds or unsightly junk 
yards to j •..: -- _;_)ct rdize and offend his 
ne ighbors , would be taxed a t a high 
r ate. 

The decr ee.s i ng order of t ax es would 
be : 

----- - - - ----------
Highes t - Good lend , haz1:-,rdous us0 
Medium •·· Good l and , good u se 

Poor l and , hazardous us o 
Lowest - Poor l and , good u se 
A tax formula illustrnting t his idea 

might b 8 K(PI ) t- R, in which K ls a con
s t ant depending on the locri.l t&x rste , 
PI is the poten t i a l i nc or:1r, undGr the 
best soci al use oi' the pr'.)perLy, and R 
i s o. variable penalty blisGd on the so
cia l hazards or socially undesirable 
u ses to which the property is pu t . 

Thl3 Nl: tir)Iwl R1 isourc trn Committee r e -
p or t :.1f ,Tun~ 15 , 19?iG states 
j..tB own _[losition 2.nd the 
like agencies in the states 
i t i cs . In the i n t r oducti on 
SG~/0 ~ 

ru. :.-.h,;,: wc,11 
position of 
and c omrnun
this r eport 

"The Publ.Lc c1.ffairs of the American 
peopl o are managed by so~e 175 , 000 dif
fer en t gov8rnments - FGderal , State and 
local. In addi t i on , many of tho gove rn
ments he.vu separate departmentf; working 
mon, or l ess independently ':>n v.::triou s 
kinds of public service . Tho cha.nee for 
c ::mfusion , cross purposes , und wasted 
effort is a l most unlimited . The Na
tional Rrjs . ,.·ces Comrni ttee ancl similar 
state and loca l bodies through ou t t h e 
count:ry are -:Jrganized to · study public 
policies and t ~ a ssist in c ~ )per ative 
0ncieav::ini arn~,ng the va r l ous g -wernment
a l units . 

"Th,.., job of the Na tiono.l fa, s ,)Urces 
Com1ili ti.,eG natura lly inciudes s(.jveral 
kinds of work . In :irder to understand 
public p )1ici8s , i t brings t ~: geth8r t he 
men in diff8rent departments of t h e 
government a nd in the world ) f sci ence 
and Gn 6 incering , to coll0c t into one 
plnc2 t.,h e f a cts that underlie ee.ch kind 
of public w-Jrk ..• Only by bringing the 
different pr ,)gr ams into a s ingle pic
ture is it possib l e to find ::iu t whore 
thl:. duplicati,Jns o.nd conflicts ar e .. . • 

11 An .J ther duty is t.) tmc -mr;;:gu s i mi
l ar bodi os in stat~s a nd lJcall t i es ..• • 
More i mportant from the na tional p-.) int 
of vi ev, is th e po~.:;s i bili ty of aidi ng 
states and localities t o s olve pr Jblems 
that r equire c ~1operation am,Jng them
sel ves . 
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~~',c i.,_;·-·,1.i..d;:; t,_x surv c3y to dcto.r·r.1in8 ,_:.f
f ,.c• :·~.:, cf' propos_·d h0mc:1st,:;ac, exempti ons 
on tax r ov 0nu0 of th8 s tu t e . . 

Fi<.:,Ld work. and f ina:L taliul,.::.ti on ap- _ 
·q:(· ( 1Y. i ... 1c:! t t;.ls -~_ .u , .• 1v_1. 6 -~ 0; . 

Vl .P • .A . p.co j t--,ct No . 65--72- 2928 

Ci t.,y t r affic 3urv 1.:-:;/ m:d l t~nd u se snr
vGys in 9 cities . 

All field work now 80 p0r cent com
plete . Tabulati ons 45 pur c ent. A r e 

Po_~JLt tion arn;i So <::iaJ. Trends 

Analysis o."n field data gat~2red, under 
I. E. R.A. to de t ermine composi tic,n and 
characteristicf of I owLt ' s popula t i on 
0V8r 65 , also t o deter1:tin0; emp1oyn:cnt 
and unemuloyment ln state . 

Old a.~e study compl ekJ . Under em
ployment study , ·ed i tin6 e.nd trsuscrib
ing of schedules i s compl eted . Check
ing t ran~criptions 93 per cent; Coding 
74 per ccn t complete ; code, checJ-:ing 20 
_l)(~r c r:;nt; pµnch :Lng a nd verifyi ng cards 
1 6 p0r ceri. t complete . 

W. P ; A. Project No . 65-72-2929 

port on +;he Mcir:~1w.1.1 town surv,Jy :L s fi.n_- • · Surv uv of Public Hf::al th Ftesour-ces 
ir;hed . 

W. P . A. pro j ~ct No . 65-72-5053- 6~ 

Base Map Surve;v_ 

Pur- ;1ose ~i: pro j 8 C t i s to dis cover· a
mount and t.lharacter of ex:)endi t ur ,.:; for . ,, . - . 

prott!:cti on ·:of: F.-'uhlic heal th in Iowa.· 
:Field work cor.:r.12nc0d in District 4 

and :L s . abou"t ·s pror c ent comple te ~ 
W._,P.A . Proj e ct No . 65-72-2303' Sar vey to obtain dabi to b e used i ri: 

chec:ci.ng town::;bil) base 11w.pr:; s how Lnf( 
r c,acls, u.lectd .c lirces , te l.,:J r,l1011f,.: 1iL>(S , _]ti. ologica.LSu.rv~y 
f a rms tu ads having :1ubl.iL'. :,3r.,rvl.ce , ,.,'.",c . 

Fl e U ·work ap~))'o:dmc.teJ.y 20. 2 per 
C €:ilt complete on r:;t&~:e ...,'Nidc) bar_i..s , cor:1-
bintd surv uy an6 spot chec1d.ng fi e ld 
y;ork i f: ap;)ro.d.r:1a t c ly 24 . 2 :Jf~r c ent fin
L .: hcd . 

t . ? .A. Project No . 65-72-5048 

Stuo.ies b , ... sGd. -on availablG fe.r1r: statis
tic;.:; , j_nvo1vin6 di.fd,r i but.i.on of Li.rm 
l and i n vLriou~ u ses , trsnds in ~cr~age 
and yi0lds of major crops and effects 
of' various J.ea:=:: ing sys tums cn.fnrrn pr&c 
t:Lc8s &nd 0 11 ci btribution of income and 
expense . 

Proj uct approxim,9:r~ely 37 per oant 
compl ete . 

W. P.A . Proj ect No . 65-72-5321. 

W-o'ck 5.n . ,July has : been l argely confined 
to · ·cll:,v:ttl opment of dry 11:urn b eds in 
Northern I o\;a, including planting of 
tn~cs und :~hruLs in shelterb e.l ts for 
winter cover , erndica tign ot' Canadian 
thistle s .:~nJ installing perr.-1am;;n t monu
ment pos~s or fencing 8n tire areas . 

W.P .A. Proj ec t No . 65 - 72- 2927 

Lr1ke and · S trer:;.m Im provement 

r1,~ n arc ·now work:Lng on Gra-ss a nd Birge 
Lakes in Em1:1et County and have complet
ed running t h e shore-line levels on 
both lakes . 

WorK h&r, otc,rtcd on Brights LakG , 
Worth County . 

W. P . A. Proj ect No . 65-7~:5003-5013 . 
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