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INCLUDE IOWA IN YOUR SUMMER VACATION PLAi.\JS! 

By John R. Fitzsimmons, Gonsultir:g Landscape 
Arci:llte~t, Iowa C.onse:cvation Commis sion 

. WHERE . WILL YOU SPEND your vacation 
this su!Illner? Vihy not stay in Iowa which 
offers many opportunities for those days 
of relaxation -- oppo:ctunities of which 
many people are not aware. 

Far away vacation lands many t imes 
seem more · invi. t ing than those which are 
near at hand. You would do well, how-­
ever , to check up or. the home state. 

Iowa hus its J.akes ,its wooded hills, 
rough gorge-cut and scenic river val­
le;ys. H!3r highways form a uniform net­
work, wel1 surfaced and beautifully a­
ligned1 which reaches to aJ_l parts of 
the state. Tours of short or long du­
ration can be planned with simple assur­
anc e of comfortable travel, interesting 
sights, amusements, fun or study. Start 
where you will, plan ·a short vacation 
of one day or an extended vacation of 
severaJ, weeks and you will be delighted 
with Iowa's scenic, hi s toric and gener­
al vacation assets. 

Suppose we start our inventory wi·~h 
Iowa's oldest. s ection at Dubuque. There 
the bluffs of the great Mississippi 
challenge extended exploration and re­
aiscovery. Yo"J. can settle in .a r ented 
cabin on the outskirts of Dubuque, 
either down by the riverside or on top 
of the bluffs, and fish, boat, swim, 
hike , explore the hi s toric settlements 
on the river t hat extend back to the 
pioneer days, see the old colonial 
houses in close po.eked r ows under large 
spreading trees, the shot tov:er , J!:agl.e 
Point Park,the grave of ,Jul ien Dubuque . 

You may take .a short excursion to near­
by points of rare interest. To the 
south, make c~ t i·Jp to Ne1, Wollery Abbey, 
the monastery• of the Cistercian Monks 
which dato3 back to the early 19th Cen­
tury. Ifore . is a bit of the old world 
planted picturesquely i n the wooded 
hills of Iowa. 

To the souti1 and oast is St. Donatus 
on U. S. Highway #55, an early French 
village whi~b still maintains its Euro­
pean characterist:Lcs. · · Over the bluff 
highlands on Highway 55 is the typical 
small river-fronttown of Bellevue. Here 
one of the fi~mous fresh catfish dinners 
might be in orda,or on t he high bluffs 
to the south, . the lodge · s.t Bellcwue 
St&.,te Park might be your, choice for a 
picnic lunch. On your ·way to the park, 
s.eo tho. pearl button -cutting .and clay 
w·orks. At the park the panorama of the 
gre.at Mississippi will spread out before 
you in impressive grandeur and will 
long remain in your memory. If time 
will permit, take a jaunt to Paradise 
Valley a f€W miles west of town. It is 

· 4 cool, pe·aceful, refreshing vale sur­
rounq~d by jagged outcrops which are 
bathed by the crystal clear waters of 
the many sprin1;s . 

Return tc, Dubuque by way of .¥aquo­
keta. Swim, dunce , boat, lunch or hike 
near beautiful Lakehurst, and visit 
Maquoketa Cc.ves State P::trk nsarby. The 
natural bridge high above the valley 
floor, caves , cnvorns, deep gorges and 
cooling shade will offer many ple&sant 
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hours . You can go north on a good coun­
ty r oad over hi ghl ands and through deep 
valleys to Bernard and U.S. Highway 
/,1161 to DuLuqu·e. 
.. ... Oti11.'ff excur s i ons out from Dubuque to 
scenic or hi storic places in this r eg­
i on should i nclude trips to: Zolli­
coffer 1.8 Lc,ke , Spur Ce.ve s , Cascade and 
Washi ne;ton Mil.ls, White Wat er Cnnyun 
and Vi hite Pi ne Hol J.ow in DubuqueCounty, 
Eden Valley , Hor sa Thi ef Cave and Rs.1-
s t on Spring in J nckson County ; Turkey 
River I ndi an Mounds , Bal anced Rock , 
Gr acie ' s Mound and the Lead Mines in 
Clayton County . 

Befor e l eaving t he Mississippi River 
country a person shoul d sec one of the 
big dams now und,a r construction. Do 
t his a t Dubuque, Guttenberg or any of 
t he other locations . These ar e i nt er-

• est ing as completed struc t ures wi t h 
t heir gr et:t locks , i mpGsing structures; 
or, while under construction, t he gr eat 
cof fer dams ar e qui t e impressive . 

Northeas t I owa will satisfy the most 
diverse inter es t s wi t h i ts scenic 
gr andeur and hj_ storic l ore chall enging 
an ext endc_d vucat i on period. Camps both 
in public parb1 , ~1r i vat ,3 ar eas, r esort 
hot els, cottages and pr ivate tourist 
homes ar e accessi bl e in near l y evecy 
l ocality . The i nfl ux of t ouri sts has 
not r eached t he pr oporti0ns of cornmer­
ciali za tion, and much of t he native , 
r ural simplicity i s still preserved. 

In l eaving Dubuque , one plea sant 
r oute is over U. S. Highway #55 t o Lu.."<­
emburg then west on #10 to Strawberry 
Point through the, native white pine 
forest and scenic bo&uties of Whi te Pine 
Holl ow west of Luxl]mburg; the deep gor­
ges and ice caves of Bixby Park north 
of Edgewood and t he many' wonders of 
Backbone Stato Par k s outh of Strawberry 
Poi nt are worth whi le places for the 
vacati oni st to vis it. 

Fr om Backbone a s a vacation hcad-­
quarte1·s many t uur s a r e pos sible tocut­
s tanding scenic 1-:nd hi storic place s in 
Delawar e , Clayton and Fayett e C0unties . 
Some especic.lly rec ommended ar c; Faun-

tain Spring Mi ll near Greel ey, Feder al 
Fish Hatcher y , Delhi Dam and Lake , and 
Woolen Mills· near Manches ter; Echo Val­
l ey Sta te Lake and Preserve , Dut ton' s 
Cave , Falling Spring and Sewar ds Cave 
near West Union and Klernman's Mi ll , 
Motor Mill and Big Springs i n Cl ayton 
County. 

By a very beaut i ful drive over r oll­
ing hi l l s , pl easant gr een valleys, and 
canyon r oz.dwnys,onc may t r avel over #13 
thr0ugh Elkader to McGregor, a vacation 
r e~,ort of I ovra only r ec8ntl y discover ed 
by t ho gener al public. The great riv­
er's scenery f r om excur s i on boats,roads 
er tra i ls , McGr egor Heights with the 
camps, cot te.ges , hot els and wild life 
school, Pikes Peak, Point Ann, the ex­
tensive Indi an Mounds, Bi erbaum Woods 
and t he Upper Mississippi Wild Life 
Refuge arc, her e . Swim , hike , study, 
golf, r ow , paddle a canue , dance , or 
just go t a ·camn and sleep, eat and 
rest; no mater wha t the choice you'll 
find it at McGregor. 

Still f arther l:l. Jrth yrumay go througp 
the so-called 11 Swi tzerland of I owa". '11 i 

river r oad #13 goes by historic Mar­
quette , the ol d pontoon bridge of' the 
r ailroad, the old mili t ary trail of 
early days, many gr eat clear springs of 
which Allamakee abounds. Phinney and 
St one House Springs north and eas t 0f 
Postvil l e ar e t ypical. From Waukon 
take #9 to Lansing s t opping enr oute a t 
Landmark Inn, a typi cal stagecoach inn 
of early days, and at the Ice Cave s 
four miles nort h of Waukon. Lansing is 
in t he hear t of Mississ i ppi Riverscenic 
beauty. Enj oy it from Mt. Hosmer and 
visit the fi sh r escue s t ation and old 
Court House while t her e • . North on #182 
D.l ong the river you shoul d stop at the 
Fish Farm Indian }found s , t wo miles north 
of Ka ins Siding and t he interstate bound­
c.ry marker east of New Al bin. Fr om New 
Albin take Count y Highway 11 K11 f or an 
unfurgettnble scenic t rip a l ong the 
Upper I owa River.Clear water rol ls and 
leaps over r ocky f alls, cr:myons, crag s 
and gushi ng springs add t heir charm 
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·,-.:hi l e broad expi,nsi ve views over the 
most mountain-li ke section of Iowa 
complete the ma ,i or inventory for this 
t,r i p . A pictur e sque lunching pl a ce is 
t h e old tovm of Dorches ter. It · would 
be advi ,nble t o gc scuth on #1.'3 from 
Dorchester to Hanover and then .t a ke the 
coLmtry r oad t o Sattre in Winneshiek 
Coun ty . Thence north and wos t to Bluff­
ton and s out h a l ong t he r iv0r to Decor--

:i'he Bl u ff ton i·;.egi on has many out ­
sb "'lding pa1isaded bluffs, dense woods 
am:. winding, c l ea r strC:Jams l eading in to 
the Upper Iowa Rivor. Canocine , cxce :i.­
l en t trout f ishing and S(;en i c drives 
a r e t he chief a s set of ti1is s ection. 
Near Deconih are l _oc n. t ed Twi n Springs 
and Sieverts Springs , b0th deve loped 
int o extensive S t.at8 fish lwtche1·ies . 

Decor ah i s e.nother vacation c ,anter· . 
Exce llent a c c omoda -~i ons in any pri ce 
r a nge a r e to be had. In addi t ion .to 
gener a l s c ,.:mer y t he following are 
points of unusual i r. ter est: Fort Atkin­
son, Dvor ak Me morinl, The Li t tle Ca th­
rGd&l Bil ly Br oth er s' C~ock Works, and 
Running Spring Ic 0 Cave . _ 

Al J_,amakee , Wlnn Gshir:1k , Cl ay t on 1 Dubu­
que , ,Jac~son and parts of j·ones , Del£:­
wa:co , Buchana n c~nd Fayette c ountic:,s 
compri se a v&.ca t ion l and of cl ear 
.stream5, bluffs , c e:.nyons; the Mississi­
pi at her bes t , aud_ picturnsque tovn1S. 
•Ex pl ore.: t h is s ecti on and know_ its gra r1d­
cur . 

' L~drn s w:L th all ~he vaca tion a ctivi t y 
t h ey p:rovid t:! &:co pl entiful in Iowa . Some 
of t he mo::: t ,;ell- k~wwn a:1d popular l ake 
r e sort a:.r 1;_; a.s ore : the Splrit Lake-Oko­
boji Rc;gi on i n nor t her n Di ckinson Coun­
t y, Cl e1:-::'.' L'.1ke i n C,3rro Gor do, Bl ack­
Ha wk LE.ke in Sa c G0un.ty, Storm Lake i n 
Buena vis t:.o. County ~_ Tnin Lnkes in Cal­
houn ancl Pi1i,.: L:::: ke n.er.Lr · Eldora in Ho.r ­
d in CountJ . These cc,nt &in t he _ wi oo va r -•­
i e t ;y oi' v,.;. co. t ion .1x , :;, 9i bi1i tie s common 
t o l a ku s . Ther e are t he quiet,seclud­
ed cc,bins along the wooded shores. One 
may ri se ear ly for Eshing befor0 the 
dawn when the a ir :~s. cl ear, well washed 
v:i t h dew i::.nd a ll na t ure i s awakening, or 
f i sh l r: isurel y t h e whole day l ong fr om 

shore or boa t or cast near shor e a s the 
night closes in. Organized gr oup camp.}, 
cottage colonies , t ent camps and h ote ls 
are here . 

Iowa has 63 sta tE.: ov,n e <l mea ridered 
lakes located in 23 · count ies offering 
var ying degre c-o s of lake vaca tion pos­
sibi l ities. Sl-ie has also 12 state own­
ed . artificial lakes i ncluding: Echo 
Valley a.nd Lake , Faye t te County; Ba ck­
bone Ledee, Delavmre County; Lake Mc­
Br:lde , Johnson Count y; La ke Ke o.ma h, Ma­
ha:,ka County ; Lake Wapello, Do.v:i,s Coun­
t y ; Duel-: Lak e , Fa rmington and Forest 
L'lke , Ke osauqua both in Van Buren Coun­
ty; Bedford Lake , Taylor County; · Lake 
Ahqua bie) Warr en Count y; Sprio,gbrook 
Lake in Gut hrfo County; Pine La ke s in 
Hardin Count y and Be ed e La ke .in "Fr ank­
lin Coun ty. Camp sites ar e ava ilable 
a.t L~;_kf_; _ Ke omah,Ba ckbone , Wa pello ,Lacey­
Koos[mq·,.ia, Farmington, Ahqua bie,Spring­
brook and Pine Lakes St a t e Parks near 
these lake s . 

Anuthor unique and enj oyable vaca ­
tion wo1.1-ld be _ · a tour of the Iowa St a te 

. P.1,r ks . The;r e ar e 55 such par ks now a c­
cessibl e on surfac ed roads. Camp sites, 
ca bins , shel t ers, picnic f acilitie s, 
dr ives , b ·o.ils J gol f , wn.ter s ports , boat­
ing, fishing, n,,i_ture s tudy, hi s toric r e­
mains arid choice Iowa scenery may be 
had in t he se stc:i.t e parks_ • 

Our state has not been ca lled "I owa 
t ho Beaut ifultt without justification. 
Her a~ enic assets are c oming to be mor e 
o.nd mor e knovm, a ppr r_) ciated and protect­
ed for r ocroative and va cation use . Not 
only is t he sta te a s a whole doing much 

_i n thi s pr ogram but l oca l communities, 
t owns , a nd c ounti es J'lre crea ting pa r ks, 
buildi ng 1~,kes ano. in gener a l preserv­
ing "..l10c,e phys i c o. l e lements which pr o­
vide t h e setting f or va ca tions. 

According t o t he Nati onal Re s ources 
Boa rd· Report t h e:ce 2r e in the whol e of 
the United St.a t e s, 101, 037,573 acres 
of grade I l and . In Iowa 25 , 9.8 3, 110 
are s are listed a s grade I. Thus it 
v1il l be seen t ha t more t han one f ourth 
of a ll t ho gro.de I l and in the count r y 
is in Iowa , 
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INTEREST GROWS IN EASTERN IOWA'S RIVER CANOE TRAILS 

THE FIRST WHITE MEN to look upon an 
Iowa landscc,pe traveled by canoe . Mar­
quette and Joliet, on June 17,1673, 
floated out of the Wisconsin river onto 
the broad waterD of the Mississippi and 
beached their craft on the Iowa side . 

Greeting them was a l andscape which 
differed little from that through which 
they had traveled for days in their 
journey down the Wisconsin -- low wood­
ed hills and occa.sional towering cliffs 
sweeping bu.ck from the water's edge . 

With the corning of the railroad and 
later the automobile, however, Iowa 
rive,rs fell into disuse as arteries for 
travel and transport, and became more 
often the carriers of sewage and indus­
trial waste . 

Only an occasional nature lover and 
canoe en thusin.st has made use of them 
as a medium for recr8ation and pleasure 

Today, the vast reaches of Iowa 
highways extend through a landscape of 
constantly repented cornfields, broken 
only by occasional pR.sture Jands and 
small grain fields . After the middle 
of July when the corn begins to tassel, 
even the [~ttractive swell of the roll­
ing prairie is hidden from the high­
ways. And while l oyal sons of the 
state may speak with pride of the "tall 
corn" when they are away from home,they 
usually spend their vacations elsewhere. 

Popular conception to the contrary, 
notwithstanding, there are still to be 
.found in Iow::i spots of scenic boauty 
that have remained relatively untouch­
ed by the encroachment:3 of intensive 
farming . 

Many of these scenic areas are re­
served for t hose who c.r e willing to 
take a canoe to f ind them. 

That · the canoe trails of I owa offer 
a type of r ccr0ation possible only for 
the canodst is the conviction of Rob­
ert 0 . Bickel of Cedar Rapids, whose 
pet avocations are canoeing and amateur 
pbotogntphy . One of the roos t popular 

lecturers on the Speakers' Bureau of 
the Cedar Rapids Chamber of Commerce, 
Mr. Bickel has shown his 1:iutiun pict­
ures and delivered hi::, l ecture "One 
Thousand Miles of Iowa Rivers" to more 
than 70 audiences during the last two 
years . This illustrated l ect ure is the 
result of a series of canoe trips made 
during 19_34 ltnd 1935 on the most pict­
uresque of eastern Iowa rivers. 

A canoeist himself since he was 13, 
Bickel undertook his filming venture 
two years ago with the idea in mind of 
stimulating interest in a type of re­
crea tion t hat has, he feels, beon neg­
lected. 

"With the highways becoming more and 
more crowded as time goes on, resulting 
in the increasing danger of accidents" 
Bickel declares, "it is a distinct r e­
lief t c1 glide out to midstream in your 
canoe and begin yuur weekend trip with 
prospects of seeing not more than a 
dozen persons dllring the who.le time . I 
have canoed in Iowa for an entire day 
without so much as seeing a single per­
son other than members of my ovm party. 

"Interest more people in our rive~" 
he states , 11 and there will be more of a 
demand for the cleaning up of pollution 
and the conservation of timber along 
the banks of the rivers . On some of 
these eastern Iowa streams each summer 
as I go back I find that more and more 
of the timber has been cut away. Some 
of this timber is virgin pine andbirch. 
To cut down the se trees seems to me a 
crime and a menace to our state . I hope 
to see the time when the State will own 
the timber on both sides of some of 
these most picturesque streams . " 

Among the increasing audiences that 
have heard Bickel 1 s lectures and s een 
his motion pictures there has been evi­
denced n gr owing interest in canoeing. 

"Nearly every week", said Bickel, 
"someone calls up and wants to go on r:. 
canoe trip with me . Of course, I can't 



P ~ 0 T O S f> Y R 01) ~ R. T 0. I) I C K[:. L 



Iowa Planning News 

go with them a lJ.. But I try to encour­
age them to go on their own. Canoeing 
is no t a t all difficult." 

'Ii.l:i.s year · the Cedar Rapids Sea 
Sccatc , inspired by Bickel's trips, ex­
pect to make a week's canoe journey 
down the Upper Iowa River, Iowa's num­
ber one cL:noe trail. They will leave 
Cedar Rapids on ,Tune 6, starting their 
j ourney bel ow Kendallville and contin­
uing to t he mouth. Along the river, be-­
t ween Kendallville and Dec orah are to 
be seen the picturasque chimney rocks 
of northeast Iovm. 

Next to the Uppper Iowa riveri'cr 
picturesque scenery and good canoeing 
is the Turkey river v1hich has its source 
not far distant f rom that of the Upper 
Iowa , but which enters the Mississippi 
many miles to the south. The choice 
section of the Turkey river, acc ording 
to Bickel, is that which flows between 
Eldorado and Osterdock. 

Third in order of suitable canoe 
trai";.::: :{.;s the M'lquoketa river be tween 
Manchest ar and Maquoketa. The Pictured 
Rocks of the Moquoketa are acknowledged 
high spots among Iowa's scenic points. 

The vvapsipinicon, or the Wapsi, is 
judged the fourth ranking river among 
the canoe trails, between Troy .Millf. 
and a point bolow .Anamosa after the ri V­

er hHs meandered t hrough the Viapsipin­
ic on State Park. 

The Ccidar Ili ver has a number of in­
t er esting f eatures and is navigable 
throughout most of its length beginning 
abov2 \lvaterloo . The Iowa River like­
wise ha s many points of interest al­
though the terrain of Iowa flattens out 
a s one travels south and west am.canoe­
ing h&s less to offer from the recrP.a­
tional standpoint. 

All of the rivers mentioned above, 
are stocked with fish; trout, small 
mouthed bass, crappi e , catfish and oth­
er s . 

"Ther o are undc,ubt edly other riven:; 
of the state that have stretches that 
would be inter esting to the canoeist. 
The Des Moinos I know has somG attr a ct­
ive s ections, "Bickel sta t es . 

During his various canoe trips,Bick­
el has mar ked on highway bridges, rail-

way bridges and retaining walls, 16-ca­
noe gages, by which ono is able t o t ell 
at a glance whether or not the water is 
of suitable depth for canoeing. Four of 
these are on the Upper Iowa river, five 
on the Turkey River, five on the Maquok­
eta one on the Wapsi and one on the 
Cedar. Mr. Bickel also uses as a guide 
the water power plants along the river& 
If they are operating 24 hours per day, 
then the canoeist need have no f ears a­
bout insufficient water. 

Revival of canoeing as an art can 
do two things for Iowa. It can open up 
the possibilities, f or many people, of 
a new form of diversion and r ecreation, 
and at the same time intensify the al­
r eady growing demand that pollution of 
rivers and streams be stopped and denu­
dation of the banks be replaced by res­
t or ation and reforestation. 

LAKES REGION PLANNING INSTITUTE 
CONVENES AT EMMETSBURG, JULY 10 

WHEN THE STATE CONFERENCE on plan­
ning (Ames, April 16, 1956) was decided 
upon by the Iowa State Planning Board, 
it was the hope tha t the conference 
would be the forerunner of other small­
er conferencea, r egional in scope, per­
haps confined in some instances to in­
dividual counties. 

The Planning Board, following the 
state confcrence,felt that further con­
ferences should come only upon imri ta­
tion of any particular region a co1u1ty. 

Early in May, such an invitation was 
r eceived from Palo Alto County, v:hen 
the Emme tsburg City Planning Commissim, 
the Emmetsburg Chamber of Commerce, the 
President of the County Farm Bureau, 
Chairman of the Corn-Hog Comr.1ittee, 
Chairman of the Park Commission, and 
other groups and individuals sent let­
ters urging tha t a conference be held 
in that ci t y. 

An executive conference was held May 
28, when a group repre senting the State 
Planning Board met v.'i th a group r epre­
senting several count i es,at Emmetsburg. 
The r esult wa s the announcement tha t a 
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Lakes Regiori~ Planning T.nsti tu te vrould 
be !:.e"l.d _a t Emmetsb~.J r_g_, Fridby , _J."]1lY 10 . 

l,; r. J . N. t!Ding" nr .. rling of Des 
Moine s ,noted Iowa conserve.tionist,pres­
idont of the Gencre.l Wile.life Federo.­
tion, former chief of the U. S. Bio­
logical Survey fl.nd a member of tho Iowa 
2ta te Planning Bo.'.l.rd) h~s consented to 
Le the pri~cipal speaker at the evening 
sess i ~n . Ho is expected to discuss 
I o.·m ' 3 r:ildlife r~nd _game conserv&ticn 
rir ogram , particularly us it relates to 
the northern Lakes Re gion. 

The day 's program, to be hold in 
Emmetsburg High School Auditorium , will 
open wi t:1 a conference for tmm offic­
ials a t 10 r, . m. , when town planning 
and its varied problems wil1 be dis­
cussed. Mr . Dwight G. McCarty, chair­
man of the Emmetsburg City Plr-,nn:Lng 
Commi ss i on and isene:: r al chairman of the 
La J.w s Regi on Planning Institute , wil l 
r ela V:: t he story of "Twenty Two Yea:r ·s 
of City Planning in Emmetsburg . " 

Prof. P. H. Elwood, Jr ., Consultant 
to the Iowa State Plarming Board and 
head of the dopnrtrnent of lands cape 
archi tecturc at Im,a Sto. t c College , will 
sp0ak- on "Probler.is 1 ?rocedure and Po G­

s i l.Jili t ies of Tovm PJanning Under Iowa 
Laws . 11 There v,ill. bo brief r eports of 
planning uc tivitios in varicus t o,ms in 
the Lukes Regi on,rwd b. rou.-rid tuble dis­
cus sion . This s essicn v1ill l;e ~ol~o\vcd 
by a luncheon for visiting tov;n uff i--­
cers . 

Aft0rnoon and (:Vening s·cssions will 
Le cpen to the public . 

Dean H. E. Kildf::e , chairman of the 
I owa St,1 te Planning Board and head cf 
thu d ivisicn of airiculture, Iowa State 
Co11egl: , will discuss "ThrJ Moaning of 
Planning" a t, the cpsning o.~ the n.ft ar­
noon session . Ee wil ]_ take this oppor-­
tuni ty to r-.:):iate the history of gov e:rn­
mentul planning a:id of the organiz<-'.ticn 
and program of the I owa State Planning 
Board . 

Dr . T. v; . Scr:ul -l:- z, head o.f a gTicul­
turnl ec0nor.1ic s at Iov,a State Coll0ge 
and. a well known e~onomist, ;, ill dir--

cuss "Land Tenure in Its Re l c.tion t o 
Hurian and L.'J.nd Re sources ," deal ing with 
the growing farm temint problem and its 
effect on agricultural pl anning o.nd. 
soil cons ervation. 

Prof . Murl McDonald, assistant di­
rector . of,the agricultural extension 
s ervice at Iowa Sta-+:.e Col10,;c, a w,,11 
known speaker befori:i Iowa fo.r rn :?;n ther­
ings, vJill speak on "Coordinating Rural 
and To\':rn Inter.Jsts in County Planning . n 

This subject was one of the most popu­
l .;1.r at the state confer ence where Prof . 
McDo::.ald discussed it. He is 0.ppoaring 
at the Emmetsburg Institute at too spec­
ial ::.~equcst of representatives from 
counties in the Lakes Regi on. 

A specia: foa.ture of the institute , 
one which is expected to bo particular­
ly valua tJ .3 to all who ll t tend , wi ll be 
an open forum follovring the afternoon 
addr0sSl:) 8. Th() speakers and othor ex­
ports in specific fields of rU1~al r 0. ­
habili. ta t i011, s 0il conservation . .. ar.d 
planning, will Jo.in in the "Que stion 
Eox" h0ur t u help answer qu,1stions sub­
mitted from the audim1ce . 

Tw0 addrnsseJ will be pr esen ted at­
the evening session . Pr of. J. R, Fitz:­
simmons . of t he landscape architecture 
extension service at I owa State College , 
consulting landsca pe architect of the 
Iowa State Cons 0rvution Commission, and 
a technical advisor to the Iowa State 
Planning Bo~rd, will speak on 11 Recren­
tion Planning . " He vlill be followed by 
r,~r . Darling who v:ill discuss "Conser­
vati on Planning . 

Invitntions to attend the institute 
a r c buing oxtcndeU throughout 20 coun­
tic.:s in the I owa Lake s Regfon . Public 
offic ors, citizens interested in civic 
affairs and the general public will be 
invite&. Particular eff·ort will be 
murle to ubto.in . a large ·repr esenta tion 
of ru:-al people , as the problems to be 
di scussed wi l l be largely rural. 

There will be no evening dinner s es­
sion, but inster,d it is . being ::mggested 
that visitors t ake 1J.dvantago of the in­
t err.iiss1.on between nftern oon and even-
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ing sessions t c: hold picnics on the National Resou:cce :; Commit tee /J. S chair-­
shores of Lake Medium wh.ere so much of man. 
the planning of the Emmetsburg City 
Planning Commission has come to frui- COUNTY PLANNING IN ;v1n-;s0UR.I 
tio:n . 

REGIONAL PLAJI PUBLISHED 
FOR. PACIFIC · NOrtTHWI!:ST 

A COPY OF "Regional Planning- Part I 
Pacific Northwest" has just been re­
ceived at the fowa State Planning Board 
cffice . 

This is t he first of a series of r e­
ports on regional planning ac tivities 
in different parts of the United State s 
to be published by the Nc1ti onal Resour ­
ces Committee . It may be purcha3ed 
from the Superintend ent of Documents a t 
Washington, D. C. for fifty cent s. Oth­
er volumes in the s eries wi ll be com­
pleted soon. 

This r eport is in response to a re­
quest from President Roosevelt, fo r a 
spec i a l investigation of the regiom,l 
planning probl 2ms in the Pacif ic North­
west. The coas truc t ion of the Bonne-­
ville Dam and of -she Grnnd Coulee Dc..m, 
and t he necessity fo r onrly decisi ons 
concerning arrangements f or mD r ~~e ting 
Bonneville power brought t o a focus 
questions of regional organizati on and 
questions of r egi onal organization and 
planning. 

What should be the policy for f uture 
planning in the gr eat area drained by 
the Columbia River? How can the enor­
mous r es ources of water, forests 9 &nd 
miner1:;,ls, in that area be best utilized 
and conserved for the benefit or the 
present and future generfl tions? How 
c a".l these r esources be c,r go.nized for 
tiL} benefi t of t he whol e r egion? 

The Po..cific i;orthwest Regiona l Plan­
ning commission s t udied t hese problems 
anc1 made t he r eport Vihich is publish ed 
by the Natione.1 Resources Committee, to­
geth •;:; r with the recomr:1enda tions of thj_s 
Committee itself . 

The Pacif ic No::.,thwest Regiona l Plan­
ning Commi ss ion i s comµoscd of the 
cha irmen of the Ste. te PJ.anninG Boards 
c,f Idaho, Montar;.9. , Or egon D.nd Washi ng­
ton, wit:1 the district chairm.:m of the 

ACCORDING TO THE MAY I SSUE of the 
Missouri PlDnning Digest there are 32 
county planning boD .. rd s in thr~ t state, 
24 of which have beer1 orgunh;ed since 
January 1 , 1935. The Missouri Sta t e 
Planning Boord , "realizing t he need and 
value of these boards , has been active 
in the formation 0f most of them. 

"It is inter es t ing tu note ," the Di­
gest sta t es, 11 that originally county: 
planning boards wore those ofthe rnetro­
poli t :m county but tha t in r ecent years 
the trend ha s ·bee11 t oward t he organiza­
tivn of bot·. r ds in counties tha t arB 
rural in ch,..ra ct er or with only small 
urban c onur.uni tics . 

T}w boards cf counties containing 
lo.rg,:.; metrO))olitan centers wer e usually 
organized for th0 purpose of coordinat­
ing public progr ains o.nd plans of common 
highway progr ara. J ~ickson and St. Louis 
county plcmning groups are cf this type . 
The first of the planning bc::J.rds of the 
more rural type was that Df Franklin 
Cou.rity. 

"C ount y boards, "concludes this r e­
port", o..re inva luabl e ln assisting in 
the .formation of public works and work 
r elief programs of their county, in the 
development and conserva t i on or natura l 
rer;ources, and in the social and e co­
nomic problems of the locality .••••..• " 

THE TEACHING INDUSTRY is the first 
that sh ould bo o;',pnded in connection 
wi t h cmy str1te , c ity , or t own planning 
program. The main distinction between 
b':'.rb~1rism nnd civilization is this: 
Civilized pec,p]e , , by means of educa­
tion, pass along t ho t0rch of exper­
i ence so t hr1t 8!Wh gc,ner atiun can begin 
its development where the pr eceding 
gener a tion l oft off . If our children 
are t 0 advance in mutorial Qnd spirit­
ua l 1,rnal th, they mus t stand on our 
shoulders . Only educa tic,n co.n put t,'nem 
thore. -- Roger W. Babson. 
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PROGR!'::Sc REPORT OF r mu. STA'l'E PLANMHJG BOARD PROJl~CTS 
as 0f ~un8 1, 1S36 

Sta t c;-\·(ic1 e tnx survoy to detc~ rmine ef- c:1.nd chocking cards 
f ccts of pr0pose(i_ h o1:1cstentl eYe1aptions ployrnent division, 
on ·r~o.x :~ev3nu,_ of the s t n.te. pe r cent c omplete . 

52 per c:.>nt. f::1-
etli t ing schedules 15 

Field work :i.s 94 per ~er.t compl ete , · 
and tabti.lation '67 per cent c omplete. Analysis of Farm Statistics 

Rc r!ul ts of tnbulations may be r-e -­
l eD.sod fur incJ i vid.1.ml counti0s as com­
pleted . (SLc, M:..,p fo r County Progress ) 

Three s 9 pt,ro.te studi es are:> in pre gr oss. 

Urban Land Use n 1d Tr affic Sti.+dics 

· (1) f)atn Gompilcd by f 1:.mn size . and ten­
ure t o determine influence on cropping 
systems. (2)Determination of trends in 
ncrcuge and yield · of major I mm crops 
by t uwnshi ps. ( 3) De termination of <J i'-

; City traffic r:_;urv,:-ys in 9 citi e::,, land fect s of s6vor nl lensing systems on 
USG s1.,rvoys i n 0 ci ties . Iowa cro:o and l i vestock systems and on 

.l:tcld wor k is 70 per cent compl e te, the distribution of income and expense 
tc .. buJ.a.tiori•. 37 per. c ent co:npl o~e. between landlard and t enant. 

I t i ;:; intend.ed t !-1·:·.t the Marshall tCJwri· . · Wc.,rk en project· ~on~idcred as a unit 
Report shall. be: r (~ady by August 1 , 1939 ~· · ~"l'B.S 20 per cent c.omplcte; study (l)tab­
( City Progress indicated on map),. · ulation 4.0 per cent, computation 10 per 

fo.se Ma.n S~rvey 

State-wide survey t o obtain datn to be 
used i.n r evisini:; or ch t:,cking t ownship 
b2 f,e maps showing ro~:.ds, el E.ctric li!"les, 
t.ele phono lines, farmstea.ds havi~1g pub­
lic services, e tc; 

F'ic l d vvor k '7 · per cent conmletc on a 
s tate-wide ho.sis, 25 por csnt. cor,iplete 
in two dis cricts where project is ope:r'.,.. · 
ating . 
(See Map for -' lc.,cntion of prcject) 

Population anJ Socia l Trends 

·•ti ' 

Ano.lysis of f i'old data ga t her ed by I.S.-

CC::,nt complete ; np analysis possible as 
yet; study (2,),'. )inc. . (3) 20 per c ent com-

Bi...,logical Survey 

Pr eliminary surveys n.0.0. supervision of 
development wor k on constructive con-
servntion projec t s. 

Work t his spr i ng hn.s c onsis t cri mos t ­
l y of planting winter gg_me covor on 14 
s ta te-0wncd dry lake beds. Pll:.nt'tngs 
cons ist. of vuriuus type s uf conifers, 
willows, ash,;black locust, elm arid choke 
cherr·y and grap8 _:~ ·all of' nhich have 
been obt_ained at State Nursery in Ames. 

p . B. f i .~.rd workers under I. E.R.A., to ·l,,iike and Stream Improvoir.cnt 
determine compositi on and characteris-
tic s of _ I ~l'w~ ' s :popu lc! tion over 65 t o Re-surve:y n.nd establishment of ·-.:ier r.mncit 
de t ermine nucib.i::r of individuals i n need · buundary linen on sta te-ovmed tracts of 
9i' ?-rlP oligibl.o for ol d age assistance':. ,, land such as dry lake beds, etc. 
and de termi'ne e!nrloynient o..nd lillemploy- · To date , surveys have been c ompleted 
:-nent ·in th•3 s tr·t G. on J emmerson' s S1 01.:.:~h(Dickinscn County), 

Editirig sched1.1le i-3 and t r anscribing Mud Laiw(Clny County) , and work is be­
answors f or r)l d ag0 di vi si::m , 100 per ing r apidly c,Jmplo tccl on Hottf1S LaJ--:e 
c ent co::iplnt o . CiH,J!king transsription (Dickinson County) o.nd Cheever Lake in 
86 per cen-: ; coding fl5; ch6cking cude F.:mm c~ t Count y. 
80 pe r cont; punching c:trds 53 per cc.;nt 
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Fred White •. • 

R. H. Matson 

A. H, Wi eters • 

. 

. . . . Dean of Agri.culture , Iowa. State College 

Dean of Engineering , Iowa State College 

. . . . . • . . . . . State Health Commiss ioner 

• • • • • Pr c1qident, General Wildlife Federation 
. . ... 

Chai r man, I owa State Cons8rvation Commission 

• Dir ector.-, Iowa Public. Works Administration 

Admi nistrative Advisor , W. P. A. 

•• Dean of Commerce , State University of Iowa 

•• Stat e Superintendent of Publi c Instruction 

State Geologist 

Chief Engineer , Iowa Hi ghway Commission 

Director 

• Secretary 

C. !Vi , Moder well, District Chairman . • •• National Resources Committee 

P.H . Elwood , Jr ., Consultant . National Resources Committee 

Material in t he "Iowa Planning News 11 is assembled , edited and published, 
without review by the members of t he Iowa State Planning Board itself . 
Additional i tems , corrections or new addresses f or our mai l ing list will 
be welcome . 
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