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J.:'ULLING IOWA .OUT OF THE MUD - A STUDY -IN r40DEH!'j HIGHhAY PLA!'l~ING 

THlRTY 1EARS AGO t he ordim,ry travel 
map of Iowa showed only the complex net
work of -railroads which _linked toget!;ter 
the . cities . of the _5 ta te nnd formed pn:10-

tically the sole . qon~~ction wi_th the 
outside world,. 

Highways were not shown for . the . sim
ple reasQn that improved, through-higt1-
ways did n.ot exj,st and very few persons 
had any interest in roads outside the 
township in whic_h they re.sided , Within 
tpe township roads _had & use. They i'ur
nished ."road access" . to the farms and 
were the medium th:r_-ough :which the ordi
nury male citizen . l?etween_ the .ages of 
21 and 45 "worked out" his poll tax.. 

Township roads, · an inheritance from 
New Engl8nd, were laid out by -the ori
ginal survey .pb.rties, one mi.le apart·, 
and promptly forgot.ten for almost three 
quarters of a centu:ry. A universal sys.
t ern , e.nd oft.;;n almost impassable, · the 
original township - roads served their 
purpos e so long as the farmer's hor.izoh 
did not lc):Xt1:;nd beyond the lo.ce.l c.ommun
i ty, or the dist~nce a .horse could ord
inc. rily tn vel in one day • . 

Today, by way of contrast, one · sel-· 
dom sees a map of iowa the.t . does · not· 
pt~er out through the : screen_ of narrow 
black bands which represent .the pav·ed 
highway sy_stem· now ~mbra-~ing , more than 
4,574 miles,and a less conppicuous S£C~ 
ondary road system of gravel. . 

The p~riod which sep~rates tpe rail
way map of thirty years ago and the be
ribboned highw&y _map of today ha::,; wit
llt~&sed the growth of r.. planned highway 

oystflm for the sta t (:: of Io\m, the ob
ject of \·1hich plDn is to · expedi t '3 the 
traveler in :his movoment from the loca
tion in v.hii::h h1:J , finds hims0lf to .the 
plac l!l he would rctther be. 

. Long befor{;: th.;.t plan existed on pa
per it w&s forming in the minds of a 
com_paratj_voly ·small group of indi:vid
uLlS, .man who vi ere looking E.heE .. d to the 
time .when roads would be laid out with 
re.fcrc,n-ce to tho needs of the. -stu te c..nd 
not with referl:;ncc to the _proximity of 
farmstuads bolonging to local trustees 
and supervisors, . 

Over .th0 long· pull of more than a 
quarter of'. a ·century, probably no one 
h[._s had mor:e .diTect influence on this 
plan of Iow$..1 s highwE,y. system than Sen
ior Deen. Anson Marston of Iowa State 
College. · For twenty-three years & mem
ber of th,e Im:v. Highway Commission, he 
hc.s_ today c. ready stock of anecdotes 
and .reminiscences centering .::,bout the 
development of plc-.. nned highvmy tr[._ns
portDt,ion, from its birth as the "good 
roads .movement" to the present when all 
kinds of tram:p0rt can set out in prl.c
tically any s·tat.e of weEther short of 
blizzards, tornadoes or floods with 
reasonr.blc assurance of re&ching its 
destination. 

Earliost .agitc..tion for · improvement 
of, roads . cc:ne l_bout partly as a- rc::sul t 
of the nacessity f"or farmers to move 
steam driven thr8shing outfits from 
farm to farm. TO\vnship bridges· Wf!re 
entirely inP..deq_ut.te to carry the load 
of these hecvy me.chines, and uft&r a 
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number of lives had been lost when bri
dges gave way, the pressure for better 
culverts and bridges began. 

Under the old township system of 
roads, three tovmship trustees in each 
township had the responsibility for 
these structures. With the demand for 
more expensive structures the townships 
began to call upon the county for as
sistance, eventually enlisting the aid 
of the county supervisors in the con
struction of a county-wide system of 
bridges and culverts. 

Up to that time, approximately at 
the turn of the century, there had not 
been developed any kind of uniform plan 
for spans and culverts, nor any uniform 
system for determining the location of 
county roads and key bridges. 

It was at this juncture th&t the in
fluence of Dean Marston and the Engi
neering Division of Iowa State College 
began to come into the picture. Charges 
of graft, of favoritism in the location 
of roads, of incompetence in the build
ing of county bridges, were being lev
eled on s.11 sides at those in charge of 
road building. 

In 1904, a bill was introduced and 
passed by the state legislature, auth
orizing the Iowa State College to act 
as an embryo highway commission for the 
state. Approximately two paragraphs in 
length, the bill did not provide for 
real authority for the newly crr3atGd 
commission nor for any appropriation. A 
"good roads investigation11 appropriation · 
by the same legislature, however, per
mitted a part time engineer to be plac
ed in charge of research. The first en-:
gineer to be employed by the commission 
was Thos. H. McDonald, now head of the 
U. S. Bureau of Publi.c Roads; he was 
employed half time by the commission 
and half time by I.S.C. 

The commission began the preparation 
of standard plans for bridges, and to
gether McDonald and Dean Marston went 
out op a series of "barnst orming" meet
i~f{B for the purpose of selling to var
iour. cooimvnitie•s better planning meth
oda in highway eolJlStruction. 

The influence of the automobile had 
by that time come into the picture, and 
automobile associations were getting 
into the movement for good roads. It 
was under the influence of these groups 
that several roads were linked up,coun
ty to county, across the state, forming 
the River to River Road,The Great White 
Way, The Hawkeye Highway, and others. 

Dean Marston has characterized this 
period in the development of highway 
"improvement by hot air" stage. This 
was the age of "good roads trains" and 
similar booster movements. 

By 1913, the inadequacies of the 11 im
provement by hot air" method had been 
pointed out and were generally recogni
zed by sufficient people to give im
petus to a revolutionary legtslative 
enactment,which in 1913 created a high
way commission. with real authority; it 
consisted of three members,two appoint
ed by the governor, the third, ex of
ficio, the decn of Engineering at Iowa 
State College , It required that all 
counties hire county engineers to sup
ervise all roadwork for the county and 
to work with the State Highway Corrunis
sion. The Commission divided the state 
into districts, each under a district 
engineer. The law provided for setting 
aside a system of county highways, to 
be established by county supervisors 
and the highway commission. "Since that 
time", Dean Mr,rston states, "roads have 
been located strictly with regard for 
merit and sound engineering." 

The increase in automobile trr.vel 
throughout the entire country brought 
federal assistance after 1919, by which 
time the surft, cing of roads with gravel 
had been considerably advanced. This 
federal uid was limited to a system of 
"primery roB.ds 11 (sti:ite roads), . t,t first 
administered jointly by the Highway Can~ 
mission and the county supervisors. 

In 1927, the Highway Commission was 
again r eorganized and increased to five 
memb ers , none ex officio,to be appoint
ed by the governor with the consent of 
t he senate. Primary roads were t aken 
over entirely by the highway commission 
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to be administered and maintained by progrr..m which , in a s·ense, w&s the 1:;.n-
them, while township ro&ds as such were swer to the irmnedic. te _ demo.nds of th0 · 
turned over to the counties k . sudden upsurge in automobile traffic , 

After 1927, the rapid rise in the . the Htghway Commission has entered an 
rnmber of cars and trucks had multi- advanced . stc.ge in highway plunnin5 •. 
plied the trcffic to the po;l.nt where As transporta tion coordinator for 
the demand for better "improved" . i,oads the Iowc. Highway Commission , &nd in Cd
wa s sufficient to speed up the paving oper&tion·' with the Iowo. Sti::,te Ph..nning 
program, which had actually gotten _-q.p- Bo[.rd , Dei:,n-Mr.rston , together with IV!ak 
der way in the e~rly t wenties.The story Morris , research engineer for the com
of h::>w Iowa CE,me out of the mud onto mission, hnd chc.rge of & trc.ffic survey 
the pl vement in a fev; short Y,f#~:r:s ,_ . un_d last yer+r under which one master count
climbed into the position as one of the ing station wt.s nw.intr,ined for one yeu-, 
lec:.ding "good roads stetes" is recent end £;.b out tw0 thousand lesser counting 
enough to be remembered by ne&rly every- st& tions were maintc.:ined f,.:,r shorter 
one. periods in othEa:r pLrts of the st,. te. 

In the f ell of 1926, u Chicr.,go news- Much more extensive _ highway trc.ffic end 
pa.per reporter sent to Iowa to cover a other economic highway studies ere just 
University of Iowa footbull grLme , began beginning, and are to continue a full 
his story with the lead , "ALL MUD ROADS year. Tht:y are b1;;:ing made jointly by 
1£AD TO IOWA crTY . 11 The speckcle of the I~wa Highvw.y Commissbn &nd the U. 
the dozens of IowE. fc.ns - "stuck in the S. Burecu· of public roE,ds. 
mud enroute to the footb&ll gE.me " had Future highwny construction will be 
t c:ken precedence over the garne itself determined more &nd more by these:: sci ..... 
in the mind of the repor-ter cs news of entificr..lly dete::rmined tr[;..ffic c ounts , 
the day. Just four yet~rs later · those D(aan i~£trston believes. And not only 
roc..ds of which he wrote , had all been will locution be determined by these 
pr~ved , 1:.nd todi:..y , jUs t ten yeLrS later, da tc, but actual highway du sign a s well. 
the new highway mcp of Mnrch 1, 1936, "These figures, 11 D<:.:c...n M&rston e.x
shows in the prim1:ry system of ror.ds a- plains, 11 give us unquestiom,ble evidence 
lone 4,375 mil0s of p,wing, 325 of bi- with which to support our decisions 
tuminous surf, ce, and 3297 miles of when loccl political groups try to ap-
grLvel . ply pressure in obti.ining pruf e:r r;nce 

A new generation of Iowbns , reared for highway construction . " 
in c:t surrounding of excellent, all wen- However, even c:,fter &.11 hi_ghw&ys are 
ther ro&ds the.t seem to lead naturc,lly pRved, there still remains much to be 
enough to the plcces it wishes to reml-:, done toward their appet.r&nce and in,
will t nke for grc,nted the erneni ties of crer.sing the safety &nd comfort of those 
its pEtrticulcJ.r time , with little thought who use them. This, some highw[.y engi
of the struggle thr.,t has gone into the neers feel, is one of the import[cnt de
bchievement of a planned highwr,y system. velopments of the future in highway 
They will not have experienced the bit- planning. Considerable progress along 
terness the t so often attended the giv- this · line hr,.s been me.de in accordc.nce 
ing up of old, loca l privilege in the with the feder, .l progrt:m outlined two 
interest of much wider f·nd universal yec::rs ago by. the chief engineer of the 
fre edom of movement u.nd communice tion. U. S. Bure,, u of public roads, I JWI::.. 1 s 

Todr0y, with b. reduced demm1d on· his T. H. McDom:lc(, when he insisted that a 
time a t I own St1:c te College, De:i.:.n Mars- certain percent!l f;d r.if fed er &l road funds 
ton ha s c.gain turned his c:.ttention to e.llotted to the sta tes must be used for 
the advc.ncemEi!nt of highway planning, up- lendscnpe end improvement of tho high
on r 8quest of the Commission, for which wr.ys. 
he now works part time. With its major , This next phase 'Jf highway improve,.. 
construction progr&m out o.f .the way, the ment is not to be considered just one 
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of the many beautification movements.It 
invo.lves many of the fundamentals of 
highw&y location and design. The ferms, 
shoulders e.nd slopes of the cross sec
tion of the highways are concerned, as 
well us the final touch of tree and 
shrub plunting. 

The present highw&y planning survey 
thet is in progress in all parts of the 
state will supplement the dat& gathered 

last year, and will. IDE\ke Iowa's b'"sis 
for scientific planning of highw&ys a
mong the most complete [;_nd up to d&te 
in the United States, Dean Marston be
lieves. 

(In a forthcoming issue of the Iowa 
Planning News, there will be a further 
discussion of future highw&y planning 
programs.) 

PLANNING OFFICIALS, INTERESTED LAYMEN INVITED TO CONFERENCE AT AMES 

WITH A TWO FOLD OBJECTIVE, The Iowa 
State Planning Board is launching a 
progrc•m of 11 extension educ& tion 11 for 
1936, prefacing the progrr:.m with its 
first st&te-wide conference on the 
general subject of "Planning". 

The objectives are: 
1. To attract the c.ttention of civic 

minded persons throughout Iowc::. to the 
subject of "Planning for Human Needs," 
&nd to dissemim.. te information on plan
ning methods. 

2. To stimulate E~nd foster an inte
rest in the formation of orderly plan
ning in each county in Iowa, underta ken 
voluntarily by the citizens within the 
county. 

The first st&te-wide planning con
ference will be held in the Memorial 
Union at Iowa St1:.te College, Ames, 
Thursday, April 16, under the joint 
sponsorship of the National Resources 
Cammi ttee r,nd the Iowa State PlE<nning 
Ber.rd . 

A general invi tL tion has been issued 
through the press to o.11 persons, · pri
vc te citizens and thos e holding public 
office, to £-.ttend. In addition, 2,000 
invitLtions h&ve been mciled to indivi
dm,ls most likely to be interested in 
community pl&nning. 

The he&dliner for the 
will be Vk l ter H. Blucher 
Executive Director of' the 

conference 
of Chicago, 
American So-

ciety of Planning Officials. Mr. Blu
cher will give a lecture on "The Place 
of Planning in a Government Organiza
tion." This is a number in the Iowa 
State College lecture course on "Nat
ional, Regional and State Planning." 

Other featured addresses are to in
clude: 

"Story of the Iowa State Planning 
Board: Its Furwtions and Its Future, 11 

by Dean H. H. Kildee, division of Agri
culture, Iowa State College and chair
man of the I .S.P.B. 

"Planning for Health," by Dr. v\alter 
L. Bierring, Sta te Health Commissioner 
and member of the State Planning Board. 

"The Relation of Planning to the 
Problems of Rural and Urban Resettle
ment," by B. W. Lodwick, state direc
tor of rur1:cl rehabilita tion, U.S. Re
settlement Administration. 

11 The Reh. tion of Planning to Eco
nomic Stability, 11 by Prof. George Kel
ler, State University of Iowa, a member 
of the Planning Board. 

"Coordinating Urban and Rural Inter
ests in a County Plon, 11 Murl McDonald, 
assistant director, Agricultural Exten
sion Service, Iowa State College. 

11 A Stc,te Plan for Soil Conservc.tion~ 
J. L. Boatman, Iowa stutc coordinator, 
U.S. Soil Conserva tion Service. 

"A State Plan for Parks and Recrea
tion," Prof. J. R. Fitzsimmons, Iowa 



Apr~l 1956 -Iowa Planning News Page 5 

State College, landscape architect con
sultant to the Iowa Conservation Com
mission. 

"The Citizen's Contribution to Com
munity Planning," by O.L,Brownlee, mem
ber of the editorial staff of the Sioux 
City Tribune. 

There will be noon luncheon and eve- · 
ning dinner prograrns for which advance 
reserv~tions are necessary. _ 

Copi·3s of the p~ogr·8:ms _~re being 
mailed to ell who request them. 

An effort if; being made to stimulate 
the formation of delegationr, represent
ing v&ri ·)US counties, who v:ould r.ttend 
the conference as count~ units. · 

SIMPSON COLLEGE SPONSORS 
RURAL LIFE CONFERENCE 

ON THE 27th and 28th of April & Rur
al Community Life Conference will be 
held at Simpson College, at Indianola. 
The Viarren County Planning Council is 
cooperi.ting in the sponsorship of this 
two day conference and members of the 
Extension Service of Iowa State College 
have t,lso given r,dvice and assistance. 

On the 28th it is planned to have 
a Student Conference on Rural Life in · 
conjunction vii th the Rur~l Community 
Life Conference. The Alpha Zeta eroup 
at Iowa State College, with Willurd 
Latham as president, has taken the lead 
in arre.ng:i.ng n progrurn for this studont 
conference. Students inter~sted in 
rural life are being invited from all 
colleges end junior colleges in Iowa. 

Three outstanding authorities on 
rural life hr.ve elrei,dy been secured as 
speakors for the conference. They are: 
Dr. CQrl C. Taylor, Department of Agri
culture, Washington, D • . C.; .Dr~ T. W. 
Schultz, head of departmont ,Agricultur
al Economics, Iowa StE:.to College; and 
Dr. M.A . Dawber, Sup~rintendent of the 
Rural Church Department of the board of 
Home !Vlissions of the Methodist Episco
pal Church, Philo.delphio.. Le1:.ders will 
also be secured to pr-:! E.:,:mt the probloms 
of the rural school and the rural home. 

It is expected that this two day 
forum will be of especial interest and 
value to the actual leaders in the rur
al communities of Iowa. Invitations 
are being extended to editors, the 
chairmen and :meinbers of county planning 
councils, ministers, county agents, 
county superintendents of schools, 
school superintendents and .. , teachers, 
housewives, club _ leaders, rl}d . all 
others who are inte:r.e1:;,ted • in rural 
l "f d .· i e. ... , · ~ ..,. 

I.S.P.B. TO COOPERATE 
ON_ NATIONAL WATER P~N 

FOR IOWA'S 'PART in -"A National -Water 
Plan" directed ·. to :·the control of 
floods, erosion and water pollution, to 
the uses of · water - for domestic pur
poses, irrigation and power, and to the 
drainage of' water-logged and overflowed 
lands, the Iowa State Planning Board 
has been made responsible. · The plan 
will be del~vered to President Roose
velt before December l, 1956, by the 
National Resources Committee. 

A part of the necessary study for 
the preparation of Iowa's part in this 
11 N&tional Plan" hEs already been st&.rt
ed. The work reported in the Bo&rd's 
first and second reports will form the 
basis for the necessary further studies 
for obtn~ning the information which the 
N£tional Resources Committee will de
sire. 

"While Iowa has not suffered this 
spring from flood disasters as have 
other p.:::..rts of the country, "R. H. M&t
son, director of the Iowa State Plan
ning Board axpl&ined, "our experience 
of the past has demonstrated th&t such 
an eventuality in Iowa is possible and 
no doubt quite probable in the future, 
It is, therefore, necess&ry that we do 
all in our power to see that Iowa's 
part in the Nc.tional Plan shall provide 
adequately for the state's nee:ds. 11 

A Wat.0r Consul ta.nt will be assigned 
to Iowe to assist in the preparation of 
the report. 
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'' THERE OUGHT TO 0E A LAW 11 ,, 

The gentleman in the picture seems 
to be exci ted. This, no doubt, is be
ce.use the Smellout Rendering Wor ks is 
cons t ructing a building next door to 
his cottage . The gentleman noticed 
sever&l days ago tha t something was 
ab out to be constructed . At tha t t ime 
he hc-.d a mild curiosity as t o t he na
tur e of t he future building, but until 
t oday no sign appenr ed t o answer his 
unvoiced ques t ion. 

Now the gentleman i s excited. He is 
about t o gl are at the car penters and 
brickl cyers working next door, then 
mnrch i nt o his cotthbe wher e the t ele
phone wi ll enabl e hi m to t ell the mayor 
c:.nd , if necessary , the building i nspect-

A 

or and chief of police that a crime is 
being perpet rat ed. 

Ther e ought to be :::. l aw &gt.inst such 
things , the gentleman i s thinking . A 
~an I s home should be protected o.gi,inst 
n r endering works , of all t hings , on 
t he very next lot. 

RecE,lling thi, t on Sa turd,q afternoon 
the city hall i s closed, the gentleman 
turns from the t elephone to t.n easy 
chair. Ther e hi s brea thing becomes 
more r egull.r L..nd his thinking more r a
tional. 

Only t wo ye~rs " go , he is thinking, 
I moved int o t his nei ghborhood . Ther e 
Wl! S certainly no threa t then th, t such 
an event would come t o mc,r the atmos-
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'' 

phere. Atmosphere! There certain~y 
ought to be a law. 

Th0 gentle1nan ponders. Why, we did 
·Gonsider some kind of .law . to cover a 
·.situation like · this. Zoning or some
thing, I believe they called it, Last 

· year it was. 
The gentleman struggles for further 

details. We h&d a neighborhood meeting 
he recalls. Several of them, in, fact. 
-We talked about recommending that the 
council pass a zoning ordinb.Ilce. That 
was it, zoning. But they didn't pass 
it. We didn't even recommend it to 
them. I wonder why • • • • · • • 

The gentleman remembers. The neigh
borhood group did not recommend that 
the council pass a zoning ordinance, 
because three or four in the group de
veloped an extreme animosity toward the 
idea. They said & zoning law would 
mean that a person who owned a vacant 
lot in a restricted residential dis~ 
trict couldn't build a filling station 
or a store building on it unless an ex
ception were ml.de to the law. 

Several others said they thought the 
welfare of the whole neighborhood,. in 
such a case, should be considered more 
important than the right of C!,n individ
ual to erect uny kind of structure he 
might choose in an area of homes. But 
the three or four persisted. · 

Then someone said exceptions .would 
be mude in cases where .h&rdship could 
not otherwise be ayoided. Someone elso 
said, if exceptions were going to be 
made, who would put the brakes on? 

Finally, everybody more or iess con
cluded that the whole proposition was 
unnecessary in such a small city, and 
the meeting broke up. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

The gentlemr.n looks out the. window 
at the site of the future. plant of tf'l,e 
Smellout Rendering Works. I don't sup
pose, he muses, the t I 111 be l~ble to 
get so much out of the 9le.ce if I try 
to sell it now. If only I h&.d known 
last summer, I might have sold it then. 

Or the gentleman might - have celled 
another meeting of the neighborhood 
folk -- had he only known last summer. 

ELWOOD LEAVES FOR TOUR 
OF INSPECTION . IN TEXAS 

Prof. P.H.Elwood, consultc..nt for the 
,National Resources B0ard to the Iowc 
: State Pl&nning Board, recently assigned 
for p;:..rt time to the Resettlement Ad
ministr&tion, left Friday, April 3, for 

.a 1O-qay inspection tour of large re-
settlement projects in Texas. 

With headquarters in the Regional 
office at D8llas; Professor Elwood will 
visit projects including from 100 to 
500 families e&ch, in: which individual 
farmers are purchasing through the Re
settlement Administration from 30 to 50 
acres of land. He will be pc.rticulc.rly 
concerned with the general phuses of 
resettlement layout, ~md with the oper
ation of community social -centers which 
have been established to serve families 
in euch project area. 

E •. F. GRAFF, AMES, IOWA, temporllrily 
connected with the Resettlement Admin
istr&tion as Regional Chief in ch&rge 
of' Rur~, l Rehabilitation for Region III, 
which is made up of Illinois, Indiana, 
Ohio, Iowa nnd Missouri, · has returned 
to the Extension Service of Iowa State 
College after having had a twenty months 
leave of -absence. · 

The appointment of W. E. Johns to 
succeed Mr. Graff was recently announc
ed at Champa.1gn.,Illinois,Regional he!.d
qµarters of the . five midwestern stl~tes. 
Johns, widely known &gdculturist · and 
contributor to farm publicLtions, was 
StEcte Director of Rural Reh&bilitation 
for Illinois prior to his new apJoint
ment. 

According to . the original limd sur
veys of Iowa , 1832 to 1859, about 
7,200,000 acres or 20 per cent of the 
totnl &r en of the · st&te, wore covered 
with timber. 
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PLANNING BOARD SPEAKERS 
FILL NUl\11:2:ROUS ENGAGEMENTS 

The Iowa State Planning Board :is.con~ 
sidering the organization of e. "speak.,. 
ers bureau" within its staff personnel, 
in order to meet an increasing demand 
for public speakers to talk on subjects 
pertaining to planning. 

At present, Dean H. H. Kildee,chair
man of the board, and Prof.P.H. Elwood, 
National Resources committee consultant 
to the board, have fulfilled most of 
the requests for speaking dates. Dean 
Kildee early in February had as many as 
a dozen engagements booked for the mon
th, most of which had to be postponed 
because of the severe we~ther and bad 
highway traffic conditions. He since 
has been filling these postponed dates. 

Saturday, April 4, Dean Kildee ad
dressed a dinner gathering of the Iowa 
Br~nch, American Association of Social 
Workers , at the EQst Des Moines club,in 
Des Moines. On the same program was Dr. 
Howard Bowen, department of sociology, 
Universiey--of Iowa, who was the coordi
nator in the compilation of a report on 
"Population and Social Trends in Iowa, 11 

prepared by c. committee of the State 
Planning Board, a ye 1.,_r ugo . He is sup
ervisor of the planning board's present 
Population and Social Trends project. 

Deen Kildee delivered his talk on 
"Origin, Organization and Objectives of 
the Stnte Planning Bo&rd 11 before an op
en forum meeting in the high school au
di toriurn at Mapleton, March 30, and be
fore a Community Club gathering of town 
and rural people at Grimes ·, MGrch 19. 
He spoke on "Iowa Looks to the Future" 
on the program of the citizenship school 
sponsored by the Des Moines chapter, 
Leecgue of Women Voters, in February. 

A telegrE.phic invi t c::tion came to 
Deen Kildee, April 2, to report on Iowa 
planning activitios before a joint plan
ning conference being sponsored by the 
N&tional Resources Committe"' and the 
National Planning Organization , to be 
held at Richmond, Va., MDy 4 to 6 . 

Prof. Elwood addressed a women I s club 
group on the subject of state planning, 
at Charles City, March 10. 

The Planning Board has an excellent 
set of lantern slides, showing maps, 
charts and typical Iowa beauty spots in 
color. These are receiving much use in 
lectures on state pla.nning activities. 

Requests for speakers on planning 
subjects may be made directly to the 
Iowa State Planning Board, Elm Lodge, 
Ames. 

PLANNING BOARD REPORTS ON 
PLAN FOR APPANOOSE COUNTY 

UNDER THE TITLE, "An Approach to 
County Planning - Appanoose County, "The 
Iowa State Planning Board will publish 
early in April a report calculated to 
present information basic to planning 
in an Iowa county. 

Although this report deals specifi
cally with Appanoose County, it is not 
any hard and fast plan or blue print to 
be forced upon any county. It is of
fered for the express purpose of stimu
lating interest in the subject of coun
ty planning, and represents an attempt 
to show the type of materi&l that is 
basic to such planning. 

Appanoose County was chosen for this 
particuh.r study principally because it 
had been included in several of the 
e&rlier surveys of the Planning Board, 
so tha t considerable inform&tion was 
alre&dy ~vailable, &nd further because, 
in a number of respects, that county 
presents some of the most acute prob
lems fc:,cing Iowa planning groups, such 
as: erosion Lnd flood control, exten
sive unemployment among mine workers , 
and declining population. 

Two hundred pages in length , the re
port will consist of neLrly one hundred 
pages of illustrative material--charts, 
plans, ~nd photogr~phs--&nd one hundred 
pages of mimeogrLphed text . 



April .1936 Iowa Planning Newfi Page~ 

BLUCHER LAUDS OREGON 
COUNTY PLAN PROGRESS 

· CLACKANIAS COUNTY, ORE. , with a pop
uln tion of 45,000 scattered over an 
area of approximately two thousand 
square miles, believes in looking ahead 
as f ast and as f ar as possible. Accord
ing. to Walter H. Blucher, F.xecutive Di
rector .of the American Society of Plr~n
ning Officio.ls,it is "Exhibit A11 in the 
demons tr&tion of wh&t an active county 
plan.ning egency can do •. 

In Mc.y , 1935, the count;:r court Cri;la
t ed the CL:.ck&mc.s County Planning Boo.rd. 
Up to December , 1935, the county r e
ceived t otal allotr.-ient s of $1,m.l3,469 
in F'eder &l E.nd St& t e funds for planned 
projects, whiqh, with a contribution of 
three-quarterB ·of a million dollars 
voted by t he inh&bitants themselves, 
has r esulted in progress many years 
ahead of normal development. 

When the Clackamas County Planning 
Board presented_·· 11 r eport to th8 t hird 
Pacific Nort hwes t · Rogj.9nal Plam1ing 
Conference held at Spot&ne , Wush., re
cently(February 13-15);: the se were some 
of the accompl ishments lis ted: 
1) A conf,tructive or gr,nized roDd pro
grt.m involving proj ects totaling ner..rly 
$900,000 was •Js t &blished und-}r the pro
vision th.at nll highwuy cons·truction 
must be approved by tho planning _ b_oard 
befors it i s authorizpd by the County 
Court. In this co.nnoction a count~dde 
traffic survey , the only one in the 
s tD t e , was. made with r oliof , l abor. 
Nearly 30 mih:s of f c.rm-to-market reeds 
Wtff (J sel ected for irnnrovem.:nt with oil
rqck, cost ing the ;o~nty $50,000 once , 
but S[,ving $40,000 in annual muint,m
unce expGnditures. 
2) Plc,ns f or 13 PWA proj .a ck , including 
a n,3w court hous1.:, a city hall, nnd work 
on nine public sc4,ools, costE toti:iling 
$1,300,000 , which the people voted to 
fin~nce by bonds. 
3) Plans f or 16 WPA prnj Jcts, costs t o
k .ling half n mill i ,:m dollE-.r s , in~lud
ing s tream me c..surements , Nat L mnl Yout h 

proj ~cts, ,.p[._r ks ~nd county-wide libr[·.ry 
progrcm. 
4) Le nd s ettlement. 1,;nd r ei'ort;3 ::;t@tion 
studies looking toward bes t use of l and 
for the support ·or residents of the 
.county. Investigation of new types of 
industry which might be brought in. 
5) An apprentice school has bean estab
lished for :the C'.'.lunty, and school boards 
of the three towns in the county. have 
boen r e~uested · t o appropriate mon~y to 
.pay instructors, who will train young 
people for vari ,)us vocutions . 

Work on flood control, t esting · of 
f &rm l ands , a survey of · underground 
water r eserves for irrig1:.tion purposes , 
drainege proj (;! Cts and c, mineral r e
sources survey, are among futur e items 
on t ho long- t erm plan of the Chcki:.mas 
Board, which already hns compiled a do
:.1en mLps showing basic inforim~tion ·.:m 
these mutters. Close c □ op~rction bo
t wuen th0 Or0gon St1, t e PlE,nning BoLr cl 
and this locr.:,l pl nnning b0c:~rc1 hccs ¢one 
much t ;:) speed. up the v::..rious county 
pr Jj ect s,the Cl~ckam[,S County B,)ard r e
ports. One impor tcnt r esult hfaS b0en 
t he employme;nt of neLrly £.11 r 0licf 
work8rs, as well as mr·.ny ri.::m-relief em
ployables. 

- The : American City 
March .1956 

EDUCATIONAL USE 
OJ? I. S. P. B • MAPS 

IN 'l'HE PREPAFtATION of vc.ri .)US re
ports, a wide vo.ri.ety of churts, maps 
and other illustrati ,1ns has be~n pre
pared in the Iowa Ste.t t;: Planning Board 
d_r e,f ting r or)ms. The .'.)riginals of th0se 
maps ar e r etl..ined in the .:,f fice files. 
Frequent r eques ts have been r eceived 
for copies of these 1:iaps f or use in 
sch0olroe>ms rind f or discuss ion groups. 

The stc:,ndard map ;;)f th(;) stt.t 0 used 
by the Plc:.nning Board is .i::b •Jut three by 
f 0ur f eet. These maps CD.n be reproduced 
in black l,n:l whi te prints a t f rJUr . cents 
pt:r squar e f ,Jot, and m&y be had • bJ the 
sch:>ol s a t C•)St, 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

It used to be said that when grass 
grew in our city streets, the decline 
of our civilization would have ·begun. 
Today some cities are making conscious 
efforts to grow grass in their streets. 

They are not seeking to publicize or 
hasten the end of civilization; rather 
they ere trying to bring back a necess
ary complement to the stone and steel 
of modern urbanism. 

The point is, of course , tha t a city 
11 street 11 includes legally c'.ll the space 
between property lines -- &nd actually 
(in effect) all the space between 
building lines. Parkways, strips of 
turf and rows of trees are coming into 
recognition as necessary features in 
even the l&rge city's street system. 

Fortunate &r e we who miss the sight 
of grass Qnd leaves only through the 
winter months, n .ther than for years at 
a time. 

THE ALLOTMENT of WPA funds to carry 
on the work of the Iowa state planning 
board affords an example of the use of 
this agency to promote a worthy and 
valu&ble project which might otherwise 
have h&d to be dropped. 

Planning for the more dist[.,nt future 
is a pr oper function of government, but 
is is one th£. t of ten suffers because 
the future of ~- given poli ticDl ad
ministr~ tion is apt to be insecure. 
Tha t being true, the government is in
clined to slight longtime plnnning for 
the sake of its record with respect to 
acts thnt c.rc immedia t ely effective . 

may properly be used for a long time as 
a guide to official policies . 

It is splendid that continuation of 
this work has been made possible. 

- The Des Moines Register 
Saturday, March 21, 1936 

Des Moines, Iowa 
M&rch 21, 1936 

R.H. Matson, Director 
Iowa State Planning Board 
Elm Lodge 
Ames, Iowa 

Dear Sir: 

Yesterday, through the courtesy of 
men in your offices, Miss Adria Titter
ington and I had the opportunity of 
looking over the material which the 
Planning Board has had printed. I am 
interested in the reports from the 
point of view of a reference librc,rian 
in the State Library and am checking 
your bibliography for the reports which 
are already in the various departments 
of our library. But, I am also very 
much interested in the work of the 
Planning Bonrd as a private citizen 
whose life is rooted in all that is 
Iovm. 

I have r e&d with inter ~st the first 
number of the Iowa Planning News and 
would like to be put on the mailing 
list for further numbers, if it is a
vailable to private individuals . ➔~ 

I wish to commend the Board for the 
work it is doing and also for the clear 
and attractive way in which the, t work 
is being interpreted in print. 

The s t Lte _plcnning boD.rd has gone a 
long Wl.y t owcrd corr uc ting thc,t weak
nesr;. To re~lize t he scope of its work 
&nd its probc.bly increc:;sing value to 
Ima:. throughout the yecrs, one ne eds 
but t o study the reports it has already 
compiled. They ar e impressive scien
tific documents , cont£,ining dr. t a which ~f- Editor's Note: 

Sincerely yours, 

Ruth Lumbard 

It is. 






