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WHiiT A PH.OGRAM ' OF' SOUND coi~SERVA'I'ION PLJ..NNING HAS MEJ:.NT TO IOWA . 

Once in ci. decade_, or perhe.ps even Conservation offfc·es :;,,n Iowa- have 
les s frequently, popular interes t in the bad a feeding program which ha s b~:ien 
conser vation of wild l;Lfc is su:3.denly ccuT'Led on during the li.ist three years .· 
stirred by a crisis that· threatens de- Stort::d ln various warehouses· were sur­
struction f or the birds , the i'i~h, .and plus f e~:lds · th1::t \'iere carried over. A 
tJ:-i'e anime,ls . . year &go·, the Biological Survey Unit of 

The unusual severity of the .winter the lo,w Stl:t te Plcnning Board,' in co­
th&t is now dre.wing to i ts clo(,e is operc~, t i on with the Conserv'l tion Com­
easily pointed to 2.s chb,n.1.cteristic of m:Lssion, carried on a feeding · progrD.m 
the ki nd of crisis needed to a:cou~e the Lind :J. sh elter building proj'ect which 
vast maj ori t,y of peopl e to thf, nee es- undo·u.btE;ld ly contributed. much in the way 
si ty for doing . sow,~ thing in behcclf of of supplies ccnd experience to this 
wild life. yoe.r' G pr og r&m; 

· · Unfortun~ t ely , a great deaJ more is All of which is by way of intro-
needed ,for effective cor:servati.on t:.ha.n J.uction to the · v:i.ld-life conservation 
the occ~siorw.l 0nthusib.sr:1s of even a rccrt:~a .tion . planning program th~,t has 
great .number of people - an onthusiusm been taking shape in Iowa during tho 
tha.t·,quickly subsides once tbe north lr..s t de cEide and a hi.lf, and a brief· ap­
winds h.:.1ve died down .::..nd the sun has prai:, a l of 1t's a ccompl:l.shment to dat:.e . 
r e turned to drive the snow nway . Sound A prefa.ce to :my such appraisal 
conservntion planning must begin before might wull be an inquir y into v,hat is 
ane;:iergency . t:.r i ses . ,It must continue mt~an'L by cunservlltion and why it is ne­
aB:t.e..::· the 0mc l'ger1cy rmd t1~8 popular in- cesstiry' or desirable •. 
terest hnve discppear bd~ · According to one definition , to 

All of which is no-l i;.o s ::.1.y that tho conserve is to use sparingly so us to 
adcli tional help is not needed duri ng irnpai.r : .. s J.i .ttle as possible - to pre­
the r,;tre ss - of s ,.:;ve.re _ ~eathc1· ; i.t is: s erve in thE,· :s t ate· of nature . 
Duriag this L..st . v;int·: Y- , . thousands of ThE:: fir·s:t Sbttler;,; fol t small need 
pounds of f'ec~d , distributed to st&r7int: .for \.lsing spl1ringl'y the gifts of na­
wild · lif <J by t,hc sP enthusic,sts, un- t urd . On : dl' ~i d,~s , so g·rea t wa s the 
doubtedly scved m1:.:.n.,v bi:cds thrlt .othr;,r- .'.;~undanc~ 0f ,;,i'eryt:.hing - stretims nlive 
wise woul d hc.ve perished . . . w:i th fish , · ·pr&'ir'ies dottc-,d with game , 

Ho,;vevor, h&J there .not ,.'xi sted e. 1...: h~,avcns cloud<-•d by birds and ·waterfowl, 
ready a ·well. pJ;fj.nn{3d f1s;eding .proGrall} and river bl:nks · lint::d with trees - t hat 
W,ith facili t..~us ; fqr .· dJstr~buting · 'tho 't,he:r ·utt-ie thougt1t of· r: time when na­
feed, much of it would no doubt · hav1.:., t ure ' s ivealth , ·· ~>. v,m the rich soil it ... 
been wasted . Indeed, some of .it would self , wou.l.d bo appro&.ching Gxhaustion .. 
not even have bee n available . 
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For tl1ern park ureas were not necessary 
so long as there e4isted in the natur al 
str,.te me.ny unspoiled sections . 

There werE: a few of the pioneers , 
or sons of pio11eers, who foresaw the 
time when th,:: state would be largely 
appropriated for individual farms or 
city areas and who began to agitate , 
about 40 yc~rs ag o, for state ownership 
of certain aroas of unusual ch:1racter 
and beauty for state parks . Among the 
leo.ders in this group were Thomas H. 
McBride and Bohwnil Shimek, of the 
State Universi ty of Iowa , and L.H. Pam­
mel of Iowa Stute College . 

Although the .first fish and game 
commission, with one commissioner , was 
established by the fifteenth Gener ttl 
Assembly in 1874, and o. State Fisb Hat­
chery establish6d a t Anamosa in 1880 
financed from the state tre&sury,it was 
not until 1909 that the first hunter ' s 
license was issue~. 

Not until 1919 diJ the people of 
Iowa come into possession of a State 
Park . In that yee.r Backbone Stl,te Park 
in Del::ware County was acqui red with 
funds received from those accruing to 
the Fish and Ge.mo Commission. 

By 1932 , the numbor of' state p1:l.rks 
had increc.csed to 42 . Mc.,ny st1:,tP parks 
were me.de possible through the zift of 
land to th€: stnte by the individual 
owners , &nd others have been Gst;;.blish-­
ed because inter ested groups and com­
munities sponsored the movement and pur­
chased the l a~1d which was deaded to the 
state . 

In March 1931,the Gener al Assembly 
adopted a joint resolution which was 
approved by the Governor, instructing 
the State Board of Conservation and the 
Stat.) Fish and Game Cor:unission to col­
laborate on the prep1:..ra tion of a 2.ong• 
time conserva tion plan [md progr:,~m .Pub­
lished in 1933, this Twenty-five · Year 
Conservation plan has become an import­
ant l~ndmark in sound conservation pum­
ning in the st&te , and a goal toward 
which other states ure striving . 

Upon an examination of this plan , 
it becomes r eadjJ.y app&rent that the 

many ramifications of conservation in­
clude more than the mere protection of 
wild life or recreation areas . 

Quoting from the Iowa Conservation 
Plan , 11 ••• N.o sooner do we begin to de­
termine the measures necessary to ac­
complish this objective (conservation ) 
than we find the work reaching into the 
fields which lie outside the direct pro­
pagation of fish and game and the pur­
chf:lse and development of park tracts .We 
find that good fishing can be provided 
in streams and lakes only when the pol­
lution and silting problem have been 
brought under control . Upland wildlife, 
i ncluding game, must in Iowa necessar­
ily lie mainly in the hands of the land 
user, the f&rmer , to whom sufficient 
inducement must be offered to justify 
him in maint&ining suitable cover and 
.food and protection . Waterfowl and 
marsh wild life can live in or migrate 
o.cross Iowa only if the pr oper areas 
are set aside for them, and this in­
volves the whole matter of surface water 
consorvation . The very beautiful land 
scape of this state can be restored and 
maintained only by a large woodland 
conservation program •• • .• 

11 It seems r egr e ttable that such 
conservation planning could not have 
been undertaken much earlier , for it 
could have saved huge sums of rnoney , for 
exumple , in checking unwise drainage 
oper ations ; and the legal and adminis­
trative difficulties would be far less 
Sfffious then they are . 11 

Since the &doption of this plan, 
the interest in ·conservation has gonG 
forward with r apid strides . In many 
respects the 25 year program has been 
c:,dvanced ahead of its schedule .By gifts 
and purchase , the ste.te parks ho.ve in­
creased from 42 in 1932 to 67 in 1936 . 

Much progress has been due to the 
federal assistance which has been of­
f ered to the sta te .for conservation pur­
poses - assistance which probably would 
not have been granted had it not been 
for the Conservation Plan . Civilian 
Conservation Corps camps have been es­
t ablished in numerous state ·p&rks and 

/ 
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in nPw arcl!.s . The CWA a nd fERA projects 
hnve extcmded t he development of con-

. s ,) .rvi:ttion in ma.ny of its phases . CCC 
work h'r, s been done · in '37 · counties on 49 
c,;.rea s . It h~s resulted in the con­
strue tion of e ight reGidences for . Pr!rk 
Custodiarii:: 2.1td some 15 artificiE.l lakes 
involving Dpproximhtely. 1100 acres of 
va; t e r . It h i-~ s incltded numerou1::: pr?­
j e cts such ns shelters , trails, outdoor 
ovens , vm t cr supplies , vms te d i sposal 
syt3t ,,ms, ro;lcls, bridges, er.bins, fish 
re&.ring ponds , ph.nting · and seeding, 
lc,ndscE.ping, tre e disei:"se control, f en­
cing , en t r ance gate -ways , bath houses, 
boa t houses, lodge s , lnke and river im­
provement and numerous o ther projects 
directly a.ff 0cting the consGrv:_tion pro­
gram in Iuwa . 

The F!~J:i.A h a;3 done work on Stnte 
Conservation p::.'oj ects in 36 counties on 
38 a r e& s , involvinp,: the construction of 
dams ~swell a s t r&ils, custodians res­
idence s , b et th houses , shelters , · pr,_rk 
furniture, erosion c·:Jntrol , · strc.-..,_m irr.­
provemE-mt , bridg es , s e eding c.nd plant­
ing, 'llc.t E.!I' supplie s c;,nd numurous othE:r 
i t E:ms . 'l'his is in £,ddi tion to · work 
tha t has been done on priv~t e f a rms by 
the CCC • . 

Dy an act of the St&te Legi s l a.tun>., 
which bec&me effective Mc.y 1935 , the 
Imm Sta te Boar J o_f Conser va tion and 
the St1i te Fish rmd Gwr,e Commission were 
consolidat,3d to form the Iowa Conserva­
tion Commis::iion. 

This Commission .is . composed of :;e­
ven members e,ppoint ed by the . governor, 
.<:md is chL..rged with specific dutios 
£.nd puw-. .ors f or th e, conserva tion Dnd 
ad.minis tr& tion of Iowr.J. 1 s wild life ,:..nd 
r e creu ti cn nr or,s . Members of th 8 Cor:i­
missicm .!lnd tho dllte s of expir&tiun of 
their offices ur e us f'ollovrn: Mn, . Henry 
Frcnkul, De~J ivL ines , Ch,~innr.,n (July :i, 
1937); Dr . Vi .C .B:)one, Ottwnwa , ( Deceased 
Fob , 12,1936); L0gan 3liznrii , r,lcGregor , 
(July 1 , 1941); W.A.Burh~ns, Burlington 
(July 1, 1939); A.E.Rr;pp , C•)Uncil Bluffs 
(July 1, 1937); Dr. J. F . Culby , Forest 
City· (July .L , 1939) ELnd Dr . E . E . Speaker, 
La ke View (July 1 , 1939). 

M. L . Hutton is director, 

Urider .the jurisdiction of the Con­
servation . Commission, are somci 37 areas 
o.f stl, te parks and preserves totaling 
some 13,500.acres. There ere a lso 11 
me,mdered rivers with approxi1m.· t c ly 800 
miles of river bed and 65 me andered 
lakes with 41.,000 acres . (In 1899 there 
we:-·e 109 lakes with 61 ,000 a cre s . Hence 
. th0re h c,, s been a loss · by dra im1ge of 
44 1'::tkes a.nd 20 ,000 a cres.) There are 
some 12 a r eas of dra ined lake b0Js, 
&.mounting to approx ima t e ly 4, 200 acres , 
besides e_ number of fish hatchr?. ries,and 
rearing pools, nurs eries and ponds, 
There are some 15 artificial l akes,most 
of which are in1~luded in state parks , 
and s ome 15 , 000 .mil.es of sm-r.llor rivers 
~,nd s treams. 

In the work of supe:rvising those 
are:: us , enforcing the game laws a nd car­
ing for _tl'.le wild life , ·the commission 
employs 39 conserva t.Lon offic ,:J rs and 
assistants 1 and 5i:'. p&rk cus todians. 

lis bus been pointed out, there are 
ml.ny e. spe cts t o a · conservation progr am . 
It is intricately bound up with the 
whole progrc..rn . of pi1mning -and not a 
,little of it .will depend -upon - indi­
vid m:.l l end owners . 

Wildlife and conservation areas 
h ave a part in the larger problem of 
l and us e . I n future -articles , to be in­
cl uded in this publi cation , co11serv a tion 
will be treat ed strictly in its relati­
onspip to l and use . 

In Iovm; eonservation and wildlife 
plcnning s.re in many respects in the 
leb.d of other phases of planning . What 
ha s 1::lreudy been done demons trcJ tes the 
s oundness of a d0fini te plf.i.nning pro­
gr am in the atta ck on a specific prob­
·1 .Lt.=m e 

.Such a progr~,m does not ,:-.. lways ge t 
the attention or interest it deserves. 
But the existence of s uch £, pla n does 
repre sent u. , eonstant goal toward which 
to bend c:,11 eff orts , even t h ough pop­
ul~"r inter6'st dies down from time to 
t:i,.me . A compr(,h ensi ve., l ong-time plan 
will make i t possible to expand c:1. pro­
grim quickly , but in a l ogical wa y dur­
ing periods of · unusuc.l public attention 
such a s we have witnessed during the 
pa st winter. 
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E D I T O R I A L C O M M E N T 

With this issue of the Iowa Plan­
ning Hews the Iowa State Planning Board 
introduces its new monthly publication 
devoted to the interest o.f better plan­
ning in Iowa or , if you will , 11 Planning 
A Better Iowa 11 • 

It is proposed thc, t this publica­
ti.on shall contain news of inten;st to 
all community and civic bodies thc:.t are 
genuinely interested in better planning 
methods . It will ~dso include, from 
time to tir,1e , interpretative arti cles 
on various phases of planning - region­
al , state and local . 

It is not intended thltt the Iowa 
Planning News shall confine itself to 
the state . Experiences of other states 
will be of value in our own r;ork , and 
it is planned to include , from time to 
t i me , [ffticles telling of signif'ic&nt 
accomplishments elsewhere , for the bene­
fit of our Iowa readers. 

In getting out a publication that 
is both interesting and useful the wid­
est possible cooperation,suggestion and 
criticism will be needed . It is to be 
hoped that your proposals will be di ­
rected to us in order that we may bene­
fit from them in the improvement of 
this orgnn . 

This publication is made possible 
by W.P . A. Federal Project No . 3 . 

PLANNING BOARD REPORT 
AVAILABLE AT LIBRARIES 

Unc;.ble ·to supply all demands for 
copies of its Second fwport (April 19.35) 
'rhe Iowa State Planning Board has nono 
the loss pl&.ced one copy in all county 
seat l i braries in the state and in all 
J unior College libr[1ries, for use by 
high schools , county planning groups, 
women ' s clubs and all others desiring 
to use it as reference materi~l . 

These books contain much valuable 
information concerning the state, i ts 
natural and soci ul resources , data on 
land, water , people , and commerce . The 
books are well illustrated with mc:1ps , 
char t s and photogru.phs , including two 
four-color plates showing Iowa's origi-­
nr..l and proposed forests . 

Requests for copies of these books 
have come from nearly every state in 
the union and from several foreign 
countries . 

High school students in science, 
ag r iculture and history classes should 
find thu volumes especially val uable . 

Mr . R. H. i\fotson 
State Planning Board 
Ames, Iowa 

Dear Mr . Matson : 

February 24 , 1936 

In reply to your letter of Feb­
ruary 4th concerning the report of the 
Iowa State Planning Board, I think you 
will be interested to know that the re­
port is being used by various teachers 
in the public schools . As you know , 
Council Bluffs is planning a centen­
nial celebrc:..tion for next summer , and 
our s chool libr&riEtn is finding much 
ma t erfo.l of interest about Iowa in this 
r eport . 

All the reports so far issued have 
material that is invaluable in a lib­
rary and I feel that Iowa is very for­
tunate to have such an excellent piece 
of work done for the people of the 
s t ate . 

Very truly yours 

Eva T. Canon 
Librarian 
Council Bluffs 
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A. D. TAYLOR, CLEVELAND LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT , OPENS PLANNING SERIES 

. On J:..:.nw.1.ry 30 ,Prcsident A. D. Tuylor 
of t he Na. tional Associ&tion of Lca.nd­
~c&pe 1-1 rchi te.cts , practicing Clevelund 
landsc&.pG expert , dc~liver~d the first 
address in a series of l ect ures de.til­
ing with Natiomd , RegionE:l , Stute &nd 
Town Planning to · be given during the 
qurrent year at Iowa State College➔ • 

This series constitutes a fore­
runner of the two hour credit course in 
the bro&d fundamentals of planning to 
be offered at the college during the 
winter qw,.rter , beginning with the 1936-
57 acade~ic year . The cour se will be 
described as follows in the next Gata­
l ogu~ : "National , Reg ional , State aud 
Town Pl&nning , a series of lectures on 
collaborative plEi.nning aimed to present 
in outlirne form the rational approe.ch 
and the essentials of the •.rarious ele­
ments aml profess i ons involved in broad 
pl&nning programs , n.S well as the need 
f or mutual understanding and helpful 
cooperation t o insure future physical , 
economic and social welfare . " 

Subject of speaker Taylor' s ad­
dress was "Introduction to comprehen­
sive Phlnning". Said Mr . Taylor , "Our 
planning problems cannot be solved by 
&ny one m1..,.n . " 

Touching but briefly upon methods 
and procedure , the speaker presented· a 
summar-y of pas t practices in the use 
and abuse of nc:: tural resources that 
have made advance pl1.:.nning b. necessity 
in our time , emu sounded a c&ll .for a 
grGater i nterest araong all classes of 
people. 

11 Looking back WG find that we hav& 
failed ·to do many t hings that we should 

have done ;, it has often been said, "'"nd 
r i ghtly so , thct v;e h&ve ;:.>regressed in 
spite of ourselves·," Mr . Taylor stated . 

"Vie have bi;1d to go through c:. grei::.t 
emergency such as we lrnve just been 
thro1Jgh, to make us r eu.lize the need of 
a so und planning progr e.m in the use of 
om· gr eat r esources • 11 

. To his ov-1ri ques'ti on, "By whom is 
this importF:,nt vmrk to be done? 11 Mr . 
Taylor r eplied , "It i s going to be done 
through the combined efforts of all the 
people . 

"I t is no t the cngineor ' s job , not 
thn city plt;.nh(:r 1 s job , not the l and­
sc~pe architect 's . Everyone has n p~rt 
to ·play . The heo.d of our nn tiona.i 
plE;.nning work is president of a r ail­
ro r....d . 

"Doctor s , l awyers , educators , mc,n 
who h&ve proved their usefulness and 
their inter est in activities which make 
foi 3. better country, are the ones to 
uid in t h.e planning of the stat e . 

"Dr , Merri.am · (of the National Re­
sourcss Com;nittce ) we..s a professor of' 
political ·science at the · University of 
Chicago; Arthur Morgan, leader in tho 
work of the TVA , v-ms jus t a good civil 
engineer until he got inter ested in a 
program of social engineering . 

"We as citizens must do our part . 
We have a great soci&l responsibility 
before us . We want to leave something 
of which we and our children can be 
proud - leave a better country in which 
to live ." · 

Outlining specific r easons why 
gn.:ater attention should be accorded 
matters of planning and correct use of 
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resources Mr.Taylor emphasized the fol­
l owing facts : 

"We use lands for agricul ture that 
are not adapted to that purpose;we have 
crct.ted conditions which nature never 
intended should be created - for which 
we must pr,y a penalty . We h&ve misused 
forest G.reas , turning them into culti­
v,-,, ted f orms . Th:i.s improper use of lt:.nd 
which, due to topogr aphy, soil t ~xture 
and othe:r r·3asons, is not sui tcd to cul­
tivation, is the reB.son for finding so 
much l a.nd from other pl:.rts of the coun­
try in t he Mississippi delta , 

".Another problem dEJa ls Hith the 
use of' water r E~sota·ces and flood. con­
trol. The gov5rnment is now spending 
thirty million dollars for flood con­
trol in ti:1LJ Ohio valley, just because 
we hn.ve denuded the hillsides, allowing 
water to rush down into the v&llcws 
causing loss of J.ife 1:..nd property . 

11 In northern Mo:it&.na we find . a mil­
lion and a half acres of l and in one 
project which cannot be used because no 
one has conserved tho water in a way to 
make moisture 1:1.vailable to thfl t area . 

11 Vfo have stre0ms that are pul­
luted . Tie see a river 20 feet or 50 
feet wide , of a peculi ar color and won-

. der ·.vha t has happened . We find an in­
dus tri!.-1 plant up the river sonding its 
wastes down the strewn . Fish can't live 
in this wt:t Gr . 

"Ancl , we hc:.ve cities that a.re 
growing up in a haphazard , unplunned 
manner , unsightly to look at , crowded 
and traffic-ridden from the physical 
standpoint . " 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
A. D. TAYLOR 

11 God gave us a portion of the earth , 
and a distinct responsibility. We ought 
to do the thingp during Qur period of 
occupancy which would make the earth a 
more enjoyable place to l ive and an as-­
set to the generations that come after 
us • 11 

11 1 have heard men t alk about state 
and national pla.nning for 20 years-they 
were the idealis ts , the dreamers , ac­
cused of having some particular notion 
which never could be &ccomplished . 

"Mr . L. H. Bailey said he was proud 
to be accused of being a drearner--while 
other people were doing the things he 
had dreamed of, he could dream of some­
thing to be done in the future ." 

"Fortunately, we have a Na tioru-:1 
Resources Comr::1ittee , virtuully a Nation­
t:-tl P.l&.rtning Commi t t el::) . Vlfi have R se­
ries of state plc...nni.ng boa.rds. These 
committees are filling a gap that hc:...s 
been left so long unfilled . 11 

11 Planning is not a new field . It 
is almost ns old a s civilization. You 
will find · examples in history of &t­
t empts to plrm on different scales in 
different parts of the world . I think 
I am safe in saying that the United 
Sthtes i s the first nation which ha s 
r ci:1.lly s t ar t ed an intelligent pla.nning 
program. 11 

"The pGople who o.r e going to &id in 
this work e,re tho onl:s with their ho,;ds 
in or above the cloud.s b..nd their feet 
firmly on the ground." 

SERVICES OF P.H. ELWOOD LOANED 
TO RESETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATION 

The services of P.H. Elwood , con­
sultunt to the I . S .P .B. s ince its in­
ception two years ag o , have been loaned 
for c.. few days each month by the Nc.­
tional Resources Committee for pls.nning 
1:lnd consultution wor k with the Re ­
settlement Administn,tion . 

His immf~d.ic::tc, work in this new 
c&pacity is concerned with the planning 
of conununi ty centers for Resettlement 
Administration proj ec ts in Nebraska, 
Arke.ns&s, Louisiana., Okl&hom& , Missis-­
sippi and Tennossee . 
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P. E . BROWN DISCUSSES LJ:.ND AND LAND USE IN PL.ANNING LECTURE 

The tremen¢ous land are~ of the 
Uni tt:d StL t f-) s hc:.~1 unconsciously r.:..f'f ect­
ed our whole mt tion2,l ch1:..r~:.ct-::: r , accord­
ing to .P~·of . P . E. Brovm , hel,d _ ui' the 
Devr~rtinent of Agronomy :h t Iowa · Std,e 
College , __ in a. t[;!lk · b 1:d'oic student s .. [,ncl 
f n.culty mEmb ers · on Feurur. ry 20 . 

"Our dove loprnent, · as i;.- na.tion h1..s 
be on e;.ma:-~ in[ ond our sizE:: or land area 
hhs pli:.yed a 1:.-rge pLrt in that devel­
opment . It is not the whole story , but . 
it is vGstly ir;iportant, 11 tb e speaker · 
S£,4, i'J. . 

11 'l'h,, great l 0nd urec,. of our coun­
try hLs lured peor)le fr orn c...ll piirts of 
the worl.-L Our c iz0 E'.nd the de s i re to 
d.Gvulop our 11:..nd ~ffe e. l;.r0 the i.aain 
rea sons for the •molting .pot' which ha.s 
produeod the Arneric1;.n nation. 11 • 

The:: h .nd , Profossci:c" Brown cont.cnd5, 
h a s bLen tiK chief r eason for our pros-:­
peri t y . Vfo h1.::.ve gro'lm l r.:: rger ir. pos;~­
L:, tion,havo produced more : productr,,hL:.v e 
b (:· c.;om0 a credi t or inst.el.id of a deb to±· 
nt..ti un . 

11 Fin1..c lly- , durine · the Great War, 
under t he urge of necessity to 9upply 
t h t. Wl: .. lT i n g .nh t i ons Yd th food and other 
nece~_,si tie s , VJe reE.:ched a pinnacle of 
production which · leJ. to our downfa li . 
We lo ::t our fore i gn m11rkets . Thc:r:e we 
we re keyed up to high production with 
nothiug to do v;ith our product . 11 • 

Th8 -ensuing dcpn:.· ssicin - has done . 
one g ood. thing, th e spuaker cont,)nded. 
11 It h u.s c&.used u:::; to s top &nd tabi o_c­
count or stock of whc, t we' have in the 
way of l c,nd &.nd how we shull use_ Jt . 11 

im e conomics of sct.trci t:1 , stated. 
Profe ssor Brown, dof:s not · e.ppei::.l . to, tl:e 
Am e.rican na tion, r.tnd its ;._,necessity is 

questionable . Instead , l;. policy of the 
proper lantl use is desira ble . 

11 But this dooms exploitation . This 
condemns land to t-e reforrJ stecl,put back 
into gr~ss, r c: moved from cultiva tion . 
fsut why is this · no t possible , why i s it 
not underst,::.ndable? Tl1e answer is the:.. t 
i ~ :;_ d, J !l. f £. c ::.] 'L t is about time tha t 
something W(: r Ei done 1: bout soil conser-­
va tion- and. prope r l ,.;.nd use if' our_ s e-­
cur)_ ty, a s a n2. tion , is to contL1ue . 11 

fktiortal expansion, ·11estw&rd move­
ment; pioneer s ottlement, ind1.1strial 
dc~ve lopment --- ail · were encourag e d in 
our growing count ry. Whe n farmers mined 
the soil to exh&us t ion thr;:y moved on to 
new l and. The virgin pra irie soil h&s 
vii thstood much abuse , but it CEtnnot do 

_so .forever. 
Against the b~ckground of l~nd ex­

)J.oi t& tion wen, c1 f ew highlights, Pro­
f e ssor Brown se.id, referri ng to Theo­
d0re Roosevc,lt 1 s conservc..tion work , the 
beginning of the U.S .Forest Service a nd 
tile N,_ tiorn:,l Pc:rk Service , and the f c:.m­
ous conserva tion conference s of govcr~ 
nors in Vfr:. s h ington. 

But we were beginning to 11 p c:::.y th1~ 
pipe::- 11 in a S,,T .i OUS \'laY for , OUT sins 
age.inst th0 l urid whrm the depression , 
a ll .at ona0 , · a s if by m~gic, l ed to a · 
gener &l soils consciotlsness. 

Profe s s o·r Brown outlined briefly 
the pre liminary ·problem of cll: ssifyi ng 
the l&.nd and t,r;king c.:.n inventory . This 
work , he stRted , h:.,.s forturn::.t e ly been 
under vw.y f or m.:..ny yf·&rs . 

Aftc:r the 1£, nd is cla t"sified , that 
which is subrm ... r gintt l must be r emoved 
from production and used for fore sts , 
r c. c rL:&.tion, wild l ife, or gr a zing . _ 11 1 
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think •:i. t is generr1.lly agr eed , n said the 
s pec,.ker, 11 t hut government ownership and 
operi:,t ion of s ubmar ginal l and is the 
most des i rabl e solut ion of the problem'! 

Aftor the r emo%.l of submar ginal 
land from production , a pr ocess of ed­
ucation and compensation Will aid in 
pro tec ti11g r,nd r eg ulating proper l and 
use , he udded . 

Prof es sor Brown does not share the 
f e£J.rs of some tha t a sound l and use 
progr am wi l l allow over produc t ion . He 
pr a i ses the work of the soil Comierva.­
t i on Service in demonstra t i ng erosion 
control . 

Stressing the interrelation of our 
l and , other r esources , and industries , 
Professor Brown emph1:ssized , 11 We must 
not plan rn:..rrowl y , locully, or with too 
much a t tenti on to the ilTllJedi a t e pre­
sent . A plan i s needed by which in­
dividw;.lism will not be s tifled , pri va te 
enterprise will not be throttled , but 
at the same time our future as a nation 
will be made secure . We must have a 
l and use plan and t hen we must have 
action . ;, 

COLLEGE LISTS LECTURE DATES 

Following i s a t entative schedule 
of lectur es on the s eries r elating to 
NE,ti om.l, Sta tG , Regi on&l and Tmm PJ..@1-
ni ng nov: being given &t Iowa St ate Col­
l ege . 

March 5 - Gre~t Hall, 11 a . m. 
"Reg i onal Factors in National Plan­

ning " - P .H.Elwood , Consultant , Nation­
al Resources Boar d . 
Mar ch 12 - Great Hall, 11 &.m. 

"Land M&m:.gement" - J .L.Boat ma'n ,Soil 
Conservation Service , Ames . 
March 28 - Engineering H&ll, 11 a .m . 

"Wat er Conser vation and Use n - J a ck 
Hinman , I owe. City . 
April 2 - Great Hall, 11 a .m . 

"People - Population and Sociologi­
caln - Dr .Charles E. iVIEc: rriam, Uni versity 
of Chi cago. 

April 9 - Engineering Hall, J.1 &. m. 
"Tr ansportation Planning" Fr ed 

Whi te , Ames . 
April 1 6 - Engineering Hall, 11 a .m . 

11 Economics of Plo.nning" - De&.n C. A. 
Philli ps , Iowa City . 
Aoril 23 - Engi neering Hal ]. , 11 a .m . 

"Industrial &nd Public Service Ph n­
ning 11 - Dean T. R. Agg , Ames . 
April 30 - Engineering Hall , 11 a .m. 

"Leg al Aspects of Planning 11 - Dwi gh t 
McCarty , Emmetsburg , I mw . 
May 7 - Great Hall , 11 a . m. 

11 Financi l1.l Phases of Pl anning" - ,J . N. 
Darling , Des Moines . 
MQl 21 - Great Hall, 11 a . m. 

11 Technical Procedure in Planning" 
L. Deming Tilt on, California . 

MEMB ERSHIP AND FUNCTION OF 
I OWA STATE PLANNING BOARD 

Inquiries have come to this office 
f r om time t o time , r egar ding the mem­
bership and purpose of the Iowa St a t e 
Planning Boar d . Accor dingly , it was 
consider ed appr opria t e t o incl ude in 
t hi s first issue of the I owa Planning 
News a brief expl anation of t he f unc­
tion and makeup of the board . 

The Iowa Sta t e Planning Board is a 
body of 10 unpaid members appointed by 
the governor . The purpose of the boar d 
i s t o a ct a s a fac t finding, coor·Jimtt­
ing agency in the assimila tion of data 
per t inent to t he devel opment of the 
sta.t e along various lines - - physical, 
economic and social . 

The members were s el ected from the 
various sta t e administra tive 
and from t he University of 
I owa Sta t e College . 

The bonrd ' s function 
as an advisory body. 

ag encies , 
Iowa and 

is stric t ly 

Included in the member ship are: 
H. H~ Kildce , Dean of Agriculture , Iowa 
State College , chairman ; T.R. Agg , Dean 
of Engineering, Iowa State College ; Dr. 
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Wt~l ter L . Bie r-ring , State Heal th Com-
r.1i ss i oner; Mrs . Henry Fn.nkel , chi.dr man 
of I owc Conservution Commi ssion; P. F. 
Hopkins , E3 k t e J' .W. A. Engineer ; George 
Keller , pr ofessor of Engineer ing , Uni­
versity of Iowa ; C.A. Phillips , Dean of 
Co1:!_8ge of Commerce, Uni versity of I owa; 
J~gnes Samuelson , Superintendent of Pub­
lic Im;t r uction; A.C. Trowbridge , Sta.te 
Geol ogist; Fr ed Whi t e , Chief Engineer 
of the I owa Hi ghway Commission ; e.nd J . 
N. Darling . 

£ .H.Wieters , State Sariitary Engi n­
eer , i s secret ary of the bo&rd , li.nd 
R. H. Ml.t. tson is di r ector . 

Prof . P.H. Elwood, hen.d of t he De­
partment of L&ndsu .. pe Architecture e.t 
Iowa Stut e Col l ege , is t he NE.;. tional R0-
sour ces Committee ' s consultant to the 
board . 

In the spring of 1934 the staff of 
the Iowa Stc. te Pl&nning Board began its 
r esearch , f i nanced by CWA and l c,t er by 
FERA , working on some 25 proj ects . 

The results of these proj ect s 1;.re 
contained in t he two ma j or r eports pub­
lished by the Pl anni ng Board , end in 
numerous smal l er publi cations issued 
from t ime to· time . 

At pr esent four Planning Boar d 
proj ects ar e oper a ting under the WPA. 
On Urban Zoning and Planning Studies , 
r elief workers are making traffic vol­
ume counts and r ecordi ng urban l and use 
data . Analysis of Far m Statisti cs is a 
pro j ect for tabulating informati on that 
should aid in agricultural adjus t ment 
plans . Tax survey is a study of county 
t Lx r ecords to determine the probable 
effects of various homestead t ax exemp­
tion measures . Biological survey is a 
proj ect which cooper a t es with the Sta te 
Cons ervation Commission in wildlife re­
lief progr ams , 

Projects still pending include one 
in education , one in popula tion and so­
cil,l trends , one i n public he&.l th , one 
in checking base t ownship ma.ps , and on­
ot her cooper ative progr &m with the 
State Conservation Commission for l ake 
and s t r er.:.m improvement . 

STATE PLANNING IN 
THE UNITED STATES 

The development of Stt,te Planning 
Board::, is r... striking evidence of the 
trend toward an over-all view of the 
r esources and possibilities of the se­
veral Stctes of the American Union . 

These 46 boards repr esent the de­
sire of the people of the s ever al 
St at es , expr essed through t heir legis-
1,::.tures or their Governors , t o inven­
tory t he natural E,.nd · human r esources of 

· the commonweul ths and t o plan f or t heir 
bett er and more effe ctive use . 

The w~&.ning ,;f tbu Stat e Pl anning. 
Boar ds which have recently sprung into 
l ife is the express i on of a desire 

(1) To t ake a comprehensive v iew of 
the re sources and pl &nning problems of 
t he; several states ; 

( :~) To r el ate the work of the local 
pl~nners , already well under way in 
many cities and i n a number of coi.,mties, 
to the work of the s tate as a whole ; 

( 3) To r el ate the vmrk of the Stat es 
t o each other by better cooper ati on anu 
coordina tion , as i n the case of wat er 
uses ; 

(4) To r elate the work of the Stat e 
ple,nning agenci es to that of the Na­
tional Government ; £nd 

(5) Finally , to relat e the work of 
t he several public planning agencies to 
tha t of priva t e and semipublic agencies 
within the Stat e , as in the development 
of transportati on and power . 

From State Pl &nning , 
National Resources Board 
June , 1935 . 

Dr . W.C. Boone , member of the I owa 
Conser vation C()Jnrni ttce died at his home 
in Ot tumwa , Feb. 12 . Formerly a ri1ember 
of t he Iowa Stat e Planning Board , Doctor 
Boone was an ardent conservationist and 
fri end of wi ld lif e . 
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PL;:. tmTNG IiOAED 'I'O PUBLISH 
AW .SYSI S OF IOWA -WATERS 

rn1.J!Yl pc:.rt, the re sill ts were t hose from 
labor~tories of v~ry{ng degrees of ef­
ficiency , made in different degrees of 
completei:iess , ,.,11 reco.lcul& t ed to u com- · 
mon bc:..sis of ionic f1.,.ctors . Couph,d vVith 
the work which h tis bt"8n done under the 
agency of the ~ow& StE. te' P 1£;:ming Eb ar d, 

To be publi :.:;hed · by the I owa State we have todt=.y in · these reports, very 
Pl~cnn_Ln,~ Bo,u·d in the near future are useful information which can now be 
L' group · of wr'. t er &n~lyses from various · evs.lu c.- t ed much more r e adily . 
po.rh , c, :f the st:, t e . The (; e analyses are 
the r e sul t s of studies macl t? by Pl,mning 
BmLrd chemists , under the dirbction · of 
J . J .Hlum::m of the Sbte Hygienic Lribor­
.s. t orie s &t Towe City . 

In r e v :@J:J~, nding th!l t t:he:3(3 d a t a 
be pubU sbed , D-t, . HinmE,n st.:,t0s : 

i1Tlw ·i ·,iformr,tion obta ined iri · th <~ 
course o.f Uns work lrn.s been of grea t 
va lue and wi ~l be of e ven greater va_i..uo 
in th~ future c:s a n aid to the locating 
of r,uppb.cs of wu ter for public · a nd 
privafo use . It vii l.l c:.:: sist in deh:r­
mining the hu r izorn::: f1·o;n wl1ich wa ters 
may be profi tably derived . It wil l h elp 
communitie s to dec i de whether or not it 
is f eusi.b1e t o E..tt(;mpt to r eEJove iron 
and mangene so i"rom t he waters or whe­
ther it js f cb.s :i.ble to Httem11t to soft­
en t,hc, vnHer by any .of the common vmter 
s oft ening proc cdm:·es . Interest Lt'1 muni­
cipal a. [; we ll a s priva tc softening 
pla nts fo r t h e treatm~mt of wate r is 
growing a_ s ths public demands be tte ran:1 
bett E:: J.' v,ii t e.r: qw:.lity . Much deve lopm0nt 
in t his r eg a r d mi y be ~xpected in Iowa 
within t:w · next · ten to t wenty years . 

"Unless .mi neral ·a.nalyses are &v­
&ilable f'r orn o:fficict l sources, corrununi-·· 
ti (~ S will bi:: dependent entin, ly upon 
tho r t)s ul t G obtained by thG chemists of 
r f,.Llroad~,, wa t t': r softening co:npcmie s 
a nd similar intere sted org ~nizations . 

"Unt il t he pre nent r:mteria l has 
become av 1.,. iJ.&bl e , tlH.:re wu , no comp­
ilation of . r,;) s ults of analy ses of we. ter 
e xcspt two v ,;luable compilu. tions pub­
lished by the low& St::;. t G Geological 
Surve~• a s Volume :21 ,( 1910 D.nd 19il) and 
V0lume 33 (l9?7) . The s e pub1ico.tions, 
which h nve b een of grec, t use in the 
pa st, h ad t he d i s.<;.dvant'ctge th.:;;;.t for the 

COOPEEATION IN CITY PLANNING 

A r e l a tion in which coopen,t.ion is 
ua rticulr.:rly necc ss·a ry i~, trw.t betvteen 
the l ny ci ti:c,en and , the t echnical city 
plc:,.nner . SomotimPs the engineer is 

· t empted to b6 Lrbi tr,-ry in de signing a 
s t r ,:, C: t [)1£,n or ii 'civic center.Some times 
he f ~ils to consider the h&bits• ~nd 
wislks :or the people who must see r,nd 
tise tl1e products of his technical plbn­
n ing . When he doc s this h (~ f £:, il.s to do 
his work we ll . 

On · the other h:ind , the city zoning 
or planning comrr.ission fr eque n t ly t urns 
a oe:.d' ec_r to the w&rni rig of the t e ch-­
nic icin . Sometimes permit t,fter perrni t 
is gr a nted for the construction of new 
s tores and filling sta tions in resi den­
tia l c r eas -- de spite the pleas of the 
city planner who points out that too 
mc.ny exceptions we o.ken th E: force • of 
zoning con +;rol. , rn~tkc uncerta in the f u-

. t un -) v r-.. lue oi' property , and r ender far-
ci co l any cL,. im to progr es sive and 
ci tiz,en-regulo. t ed city deve l opment . 

In other words , pJ.anning means more 
th:::cn t~ dn.:i.wing bo2.rd &nd dt e.fting i n ­
s trumc-nts, more th&n a h a lf century of 
commurd. ty life r ewarded by membership 
on 1:. · city phmning commi ssion. It menns 
using technica l skills anq hum&n ex­
perience · and common sense in .designing 
a p1·og:r6.m f or th ,:i future • 

. For plunning -- like cooper a tion , 
whi eh is pr,rt of it is good only 
when it h a s c: worthy objective a nd com­
bines th r., best thoueht &nd C:ffort of 
those c onc erned . 
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The ma t eriEtl in t h e 11 I om:, Planning News " is 

1:.. ss1:;!;;blcd from v arious s t ,.:t e · 0.nd other i...£6t1c:ies i :-1 

I owa 1.tnd e lsewhere · and '.placsd at t h e dis IJosa l of 

&B 1.ur ge a r E,&.ding publi c ns possi bl e , in or d e r t o 

h elp t h e c i ti z0-ns of I owe. keep informed of the 

l ates t 1:tnd t,iost i r:,portr.,nt :::! evol opments in the plan-

nint: fi eld . Ar t i cles ar($. :_ ;.;s,l:mbled end ed i t •::l d by 

publi shed withou t r evi e w by the mP-mbers the 

Pl~nni ng Go &r d itse lf . hdJi t ionul ite~s , corre c-

tions or new addre sse s f or ou r mr,ilj_ng lis t i'Ii lJ. 

be vwlcome . The cover i l lustrati on for th i s is-

s ue is :m i:,.d&ptati on by John Weber, inspi r ed by 

J ay N. Dc.rling 1 s r e ce nt dr uwing in t he Des Moines 

Su..'1df.ty Regi s t er . 

P. i-l . Elwood , Consult&nt 

Nati ona l Re s ources Cornmi tteFl 
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