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d · tl m bo lily harm. ·11 
omg ie . d . t . e trapr) ino- the muskrat st1 , D 'te l)ers1 tent an Ill ns1v c • l 

e pi . . Thi characteristic c upled wit -; 
maintains a hi gh populat ion. - h ·d· a ry trapr)er has led to 

· · prey to t e 01 m 
the fact that it 1. ea y et can be made on runways, slid es 
its great popularity. Goodhs t tl10d i to stak the trap 

t . e butt e sures me . and water en tanc · .· - ·t it will be 
. 1 ·ater o that th minute th e rat spnngs 1 , f 
m c eep w e . . l ) rtunity to twist itself out o 
clr wn cl before having t 1e opr . th t the animal 

1 • . · · . may be so severe a 
the trap; the re u tmo 1l1JUl y Utilization of 
will cv ntually di of xpo ur and weakne s. 

·11 • n1edy this fault. pr per et w i 1 · . 1 . cl so loudly 
. o· for f x h as been li scu eel so ong an 

Trappm::, t' ons that many amateurs · 1 · l · of elal orat e I repara 1 • • 
w1t1 me u ion . . k' . l t 't ·s bey nd th ir ability. 
cl not even try for fox, thm m o t 1a 1 ~. are taken in ar-
It Oft n haI) l) n that so many precau w_ns c: l 1 d1· -

. 1 . <lily detects oca 
ran o-ino- the et that the a111ma ve? rea 1 that all the 

. . of somethmg so unusua 
arran< ·em nt 01 P1 e ence . t· 1 · to destroy . . • · A pnrne essen 1a 1s work of preparation t m vam . . that 

l )O sible. Some trapper s ay 
human odor a muc 1 as l 1 T them in a solution made 
trap can be fre d_ of seen: by )O t n;g bark butternut bark or 
from plant mat n als sue 1 a ma~ ed : , t Others o-et 

h 11 · u ly bo1le 111 wa er. i:, 
black walnut u s prevlO . 

1 
ff This treat-

o-ood re ults by coating traps wit 1 para 111. . . f 
::, tl1 life of the trap , preve1.1bng it rom 
ment pr lono- l t and 

011.1e trapp r rely on ripe or t_·a_mtec rnea rn st in!?.· eas il y. ( llo ,v 
. ...., . . f x at t ime have a l1kmg . or me , 

carri on ~ 1 a1~, 111~~ o~;icult to rate the efficiency of vari ou~ 
and putri d fl e h. _ It t . cl . . S experi enced trappers 
mcth ds and cl vice m trapr m o . . ome animals and 

] 1 e o- 1 r e ult • w ithout 1 a1ts tudy the . b 
w 10 1av · tl e1r pro -
their rano-e. in detail, and then p lace the tr~ps i_nl 1 t doo-
al le path s. till huntin g of the fox, p ursmt w1t 10u a . 

11 t Its t some hunters. 
b rings exce en resu . . -E · on the part of 

To tra) c yote req uire as much c1 a tm 1 
. d fox trapi ino- . Experienced coyote trap-

the trar p i a e . i:, -·c1 f h an scent. The 
Per xerci e everv precaution to o·et 11 o um bb h 

~ l , . h th bare hand . Rn er s oes 
traps are neve r hancll ec "it . . . cl hi ·h-smelling 

. b t ar m tim ,v rn m mak111g set s, an g 
01 oo 1 · · · t f the et to meat is omet im e <lragg cl al out in t 1e v~c1111 y . . . 

upordinat ther cl r and to act as a bai t 
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Hal its of race on and mink a rc so imilar that .in man y 
in tanccs id entical trapping m eth d can b u eel , namely 
water se t . Both animals frequ ent water cour es a nd often 
display a preference f r a certain route where inve tigati on 
of crevice , old muskrat dens, holl ow logs and pil of drift
wood are q uite evident. The raccoon has a tendency to in 
ve tio-ate anything bright and shiny . Thi fact has oft n led 
to its capture w hen a piece of tinfoil or other o-li tterin o
metal wa placed on the trap pan. W hen u ing thi ruse the 
trap should be placed in shallow, rather w iftly moving water. 
~ hen land sets are made it is good to select a ite wh re the 
pathway i narrowed by some natural agencie such as rocks 
or loo-s and et the trap in th e pathway so that the an imal 
will 1 e very likely to hit it. The trap should be camoufla 0 ·

ccl by leaves r dirt. vVith thi type of et ed ibl e bait can 1 e 
used effectiv ly. For raccoon, item s such a ardin s. dri d 
h rring and canned salm on are very o·o d, thoug h expensiv . 
Mink come to fi sh, mu krat fl esh a nd bits of rabbit for somf' 
trappers, whereas, others do better without baits. 

The skunk, classed as one of the most unwary of our fur
bearing animal s, consequentl y is not difficult to trap. Late 
in fa]] and earl y in w int r skunk display o-reat activity pre
paring for winter hibcrnati n, a nd it i at thi time that tra1 -
p in°· fo r them is most succe ful. A good et can 1 e m ad at 
the entrance to dens and burrov,, by scooping ut a holl w 
la r 0 ·e enough to contain the trap o that the jaw are 1 vel with 
the ground urfacc. F resh, 1 loody meat, ch icken, ra l bit and 
fi sh constitute o·oocl baiting material. The t rap chain houl<l 
be faste ned to a g ood p le drag, and a po le 8 fe et r more in 
leno-th often c me in ha nd y in handling the an im al aft r it is 
caught. 

Food hab its of the opossum are similar to tho e f th kunk , 
a nd baits u eel fo r one may be used fo r the oth er. Chicken 
heads make a good bait for opossum . Traps may be et at 
the ntrance to den s, holl ow log , chicken hous s an l a l n o
fence row known to be freq uented. In many in tance it i · 
not nece ary to concea l the trap, me th an im a l i a sily 
t rap1 eel and alm o tan)' kind f et w ill prove to 1 cff cti, e. 
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WEASEL MINK SKUNK MUSKRAT RACCOON FOX OPOSSUM COYOTE 
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