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THE ELEVEN LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH IN THE STATE OF IOWA
1947 - 1946 Comparison

Cause 1947 Percent, 1946 Percentage Increase
Total of Total or Decreace
Deaths Total Deaths Deaths 1917 over 19L6
ALl CoumeBiasesnnsnsined 53599 100.0 25,890 + 2.7
Heart Disease (All Forms)..... 8,481 32,6L 7,992 + 8.6
Cancer (All Sites)seseessessss 3,825 14.38 3,734 +2.L
Cerebral Hemorrhage, Embolism,

Thrombosis, and Softening... 3,105 11.67 2,919 + 6.L
Accidents (All Forms)....eeees 1,520 Te22 1,856 + 3.
Congenital Malformations and

Diseases of Early Infancy... 1,L95 L. 96 1,h2hL + 5.0
Nephritis (Acute and Chronic). 1,319 Ba62 1,LkL5 - 8.7
Pneumonia (ALl Forms)ecececeece 833 3.13 86L « 3.6
Diabetes MellituSeeessosasnsss 675 2,54 682 - 1.0
Arteriosclerosis (except cor-

onary or renal sclerosis)... 525 1.97 571 - 8.1
PHAELI0R g s nanneseprrernEr s 6 el 313 1.0 333 +12,0
Tuberculosis (A1l Forms)...... 296 1.11 309 - L.2

All Other CauseS..eessess 3,552 13.35 3,161 - 5.6

There was one change in the relative position of the eleven leading causes of death in
1947 as compared with the year 1946. Congenital lalformations and Early Infancy
Diseases displaced Nephritis as the fifth ranking cause of death in Iowa. The record
high number of births in 1947 accounts for the increase in the deaths due to Congenit-
al lkalformations and Diseases of Early Infancy since there were so many more individu-
als subject to the risk of dying from this combination of causes. The number of births
increased by 13.6% and deaths from this cause grouping increased only 5.0%. . Hence,
this increase should not be viewed with alarm.

The tenth ranking cause of death, suicide, showed the largest percentage increase of
any of the eleven leading causes. The increase was 12.,0%. Next in order of percent-
age increase and first in regard to total numbers was Heart Disease with an increase
of 689 or 8.,6%. Heart Disease is by far the leading cause of death in Iowa, In fact,
approximately one out of every three deaths which occurred in Iowa in 1947 was due to
Heart Disease.

Cancer, the second ranking cause of death, increased by 2.1% in 1947 over 19L,6. How-
ever, this increase was slightly less than the 2,7% increase in total deaths. This
fact may have some encouraging implications.

Deaths due to Cerebral Hemorrhage and Accidents also increased in 19,7 over 1946, whil:
Nephritis, Pneumonia, Diabetes lMellitus, Arteriosclerosis and Tuberculosis deaths were
less in 1947 than in 1946.
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