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THE ELEVEN LEADING CAUSES OF D~ATH I N THE STATE OF I OViA 
1947 - 1946 Comparison 

Cause 1947 Percent 1946 Percenta ge Increase 
Total of Total or De crease 

Deaths Total Deaths Deaths l9h7 over 1946 

All Causes . ....... . . . . .• 26 , 599 100 . 0 25 , 890 + 2. 7 

Heart Disease (All Forms ) ••. .• 8,681 32,64 7' 992 + 8. 6 
Cancer (All Sites) •..•• . ... • •• 3, 825 14. 38 3, 73h + 2.h 
Cerebral Hemorrhage , Embolism, 

Thrombosis , and Softening ••• 3,105 11.67 2,919 + 6. 4 
Accidents (All Forms) .. . •.•..• 1,920 7.22 1,856 + 3. h 
Congenital Na.lformations and 

Diseases of Early Infancy ••• 1, 495 4 . 96 1,424 + 5. 0 
Nephritis (Acute and Chronic ). 1 ,319 5 . 62 l , h45 - 8.7 
Pneumonia (All Forms ) •• • ••• • •• 833 3. 13 864 - 3. 6 
Diabetes Mellitus • • ••• • •• ••• •• 675 2.54 682 - 1.0 
Arteriosclerosis (except cor-

onary or renal scl erosis ) • .• 525 1. 97 571 - 8. 1 
Suicide . • ........ . ............ 373 1. 40 333 +12 . 0 
Tuberculosis (All Forms) .• . • . • 296 1.11 309 - 4. 2 

All Other Causes . ••. •• .• • 3,552 13 . 35 3, 761 - 5 . 6 

There was one change in the relative position of the eleven l eading causes of death in 
1947 as compared with the year 19h6. Congenital Ualformp.tions anci Early Infancy 
Diseases displaced Nephr itis as the fifth rankin~ cause of death in Iowa . The r ecord 
high number of births in 1947 accounts for the increase in the deaths due to Congenit­
al ~ .• alformations and Diseases of Early Infancy since there were so many nore individu­
al s subj ect to the risk of dying from this combination of causes . The number of birthr 
increased by 13 . 6?b and deaths from this cause grouping increased only 5. O% . Hence , 
this increase should not be viewed with alarm. 

Th~ t enth ranking cause of death, su~cide, showed the largest percentage increase of 
any of t he eleven leadine; causes . · The increase was 12 . 0%. Next in order of percent­
age increase and first in r egard to tot9-l numbers was Heart Disease with an increase 
of 689 or 8.6%. Heart Disease is by far t he l eading cause of de a t l1 in Iowa. In fact , 
approximatelY one out of every three deaths which occurred in Iowa in 1947 was due to 
Heart Disease . 

Cancer , the second r anki ng cause of death , increased by 2. h% in 1947 over 1946 . How­
ever, this increase was slightly l ess than the 2.7% increase in total deaths . This 
fact may have some encour aging implications . 

Deaths due to Cer ebral Hemorrhage and Accidents also incr eased in 19117 over 1946, whil< 
Nephritis, Pneumonia , Diabetes Mellit us , Arteriosclerosis and Tuber culosis deaths were 
l es s in 1947 than in 19h6 . 
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