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S E N A T E  C H A M B E R , IO W A  C IT Y , 10.W A, f  
M o n d a y ,  D e c e m b e r  4 ,  1 8 4 8 .  $

This being- the day designated by the Constitution for the 
convening of the second General Assembly, and the hour of 12 
o’clock, M ., having arrived, the [Senate was called to order by- 
John  B. R ussell, Secretary of the Senate, at, the last session 
thereof, and

On motion of M r. Bradley,.
II. R. Harbour was appointed President pro tern., ar.d upon 

call of the roll, the following members w ere found to bo in 
attendance:

From the county o f  Jjtc, James Sprott, and Thomas S. Espy.
From the county o f  Van Suren,-George C. 'W right.
From the counties o f  Davis and Jlppanoose, John J .  Sclman.
From the counties o f  Wappelo and Monroe, Barney Royston.
From the counties o f  Marion, Polk, Dallas and Jasper, P. M_ 

Cassady.
From the county o f  Des Moines, M ilton D.. Browning and 

A lfred S. Fear.
From the county o f  Henry, Evan Jay..
From the county o f  Jefferson, John Howell.
From the counties o f  Louisa and Washington, Francis S pringer.
From the counties o f  Keokvlt and Mahaska, R. R. H arbour.
From the counties o f  Muscatine, Johnson, and Iowa, Freem an 

A lger.
From the counties o f  Scott and Clinton, Loring 'Wheeler.
From the counties o f  Cedar, L inn, and Benton, John P. Cook.
.From the counties o f  Jackson and Jones, P . B. Bradley.
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• From the counties o f  Dubuque, Clayton, Delaware, and Black- 
hawk, Theophilus Crawford and John CL Shields.

On motion of M r. Bradley,
John B. Russell was appointed Secretary pro tem.

On motion of M r. Bradley,
C. Rockwell was appointed A ssistant Secretary pro tem.

On motion of M r. Howell,
John  J .  Stout was appointed M essenger pro tem.

On motion of M r. Selman,
Israel K eister was appointed Sergeant-at-arms pro tem.

On motion of M r. Sehnan,
Charles Evans was appointed fireman pro tem.
M r. Springer moved that a committee of three he appointed 

to examine the credentials of members, which was agreed to, 
and

M essrs. Springer, Bradley, and Crawford w ere appointed 
said committee.

On motion of M r. Bradley,
T he Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

TU ESD A Y  M O R N IN G , D e c e m b h  5, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. Springer, from the committee appointed to examine cre

dentials, reported that they had performed that duty, and found 
them  formal and correct.

W hereupon, the following gentlemen w ere sworn for the 
faithful discharge of the ir duties :

M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Fear, Howell, Royston, 
Selman, Shields, and W right.

On motion of M r. Springer,
T he rules of the last session w ere adopted for the temporary 

government of the Senate.
On motion of M r. Bradley,
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Ordered, That the Senate proceed, viva voce, to the election of 
a President and other officers.

M r. Bradley nominated John J .  Selman.
M r. Springer nominated Evan Jay .
The vote being taken, it appeared that M r. Jay  received five 

votes, M r. Bradley one, M r. Cook one, and John  J .  Selman 
te n ; which being a majority of the whole Senate, he was de
clared duly elected P resident of the Senate.

Upon being conducted to the chair by M essrs. Browning and 
Howell, a committee appointed for that purpose, the P residen t 
elect returned thanks in the following address :
G e n t l e m e n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e —

I  cannot but thank you for the honor ju s t conferred upon me. 
H ow ever laborious may be the duties of the chair, and how ever 
inadequate may be my abilities to their proper discharge, I  
cannot but feel, and feel most deeply, that you have paid me a 
very  high compliment.

O rder, gentlemen, is H eaven’s first law. The task of the 
presiding officer can be made easy, and his road rendered 
smooth, by your generous aid and support. I  feel that I  may 
look for this assistance at your hands ; and, therefore, assume 
the duties of the chair, w ith the less reluctance, again thanking 
you for the confidence reposed in me. I  have only to add, that 
it w ill be my effort throughout the session, to prove m yself 
w orthy of the place to which you have thought proper to ele
vate me.

T he Senate then proceeded to the election of a S ecre tary ; 
■when it appeared that John B. R ussell received 7 votes, and 
John M . P erry  received 11 votes ; which being a m ajority of the 
whole Senate, he was declared duly elected.

The Senate then proceeded to the election of an A ssistant 
Secretary; w hen C. C. Rockwell, having received all the votes 
cast, was declared unanimously elected.

The Senate then proceeded, and, in like manner, made choice 
as follows :

F or Sergeant-at-arms, George W . W arrick.
F or M essenger, John J ,  Stout.
F or Fireman, A . W . 'Russell.
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T he officers elect w ere  then  duly sw orn , and  en tered  upon the 
d ischarge of th e  duties of th e ir  respective  stations.

M r. C raw ford , w ith  Leave obtained, offered th e  fo l lo w in g  res-
’  3 ©

o lu tio n :
Resolved, T h a t the  S ecre tary  of the Senate  be authorized to 

m ake arrangem ents w ith  the Postm aster, at Iow a C ity , for the 
paym ent of postage on le tte rs  and papers , to and  from  mem bers 
o f the Senate, d u ring  the p resen t session of the  L eg isla tu re , and

T he  question  being upon the adoption o f th e  resolution, it 
w as decided in  the affirm ative.

O n motion of M r. H arbour,
Resolved, T h a t Palm er St P au l, p rop rie to rs o f the Iow a C ap

ita l R ep o rte r , be em ployed to do the incidental p rin ting  of the 
Senate du ring  th e  p resen t session.

M r . H arbou r moved tha t a com m ittee of th re e  be appointed 
to  w ait upon the H ouse of R epresen ta tives, and inform  that 
body that th e  Senate is now perm anently  o rganized, and ready 
to proceed to  b u sin e ss ;

W hich  w as ag reed  to, and
M essrs . H arb o u r, B radley, and S p ro tt w e re  appointed said 

com m ittee.
M r . B rad ley , w ith  leave obtained, offered the following 

re so lu tio n :
Resolved, T h a t the  editors o f the different new spapers in this 

S tate, be adm itted to seats w ith in  th e  bar of the S enate,.a t pleas
u re , and tha t th e  T re a su re r p repare  a  d esk  for th e ir  accommo
dation ;

W hich w as adopted.
M r. Cook p resen ted  a comm unication to  th e  P res iden t of the 

S enate, from  J .  Scott R ichm an, inform ing tha t body of his 
in tention to  contest the seat of F reem an  A lg e r, Senator from 
th e  d is tric t composed of the counties of M uscatine , Johnson, 
and Iow a, and moved its refference to a se lec t committee ;

W hich  w as agreed to , and
M essrs . C ook, E sp y , and C raw ford  w e re  appointed said 

com m ittee.
M r. H arb o u r, w ith leave obtained, offered the following re s

olution :
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Resolved, T hat the Secretary of the Senate furnish each mem
ber of the Senate, w ith th irty  copies of such newspapers pub
lished in this place, as he may direct.

M r. Cook moved to amend, by striking out the words “  in 
this place

W hich was agreed to.
M r. Jay  moved to amend, by striking out the word “ th ir ty ,” 

and inserting “ tw enty .”
The question being upon the adoption of the amendment, 
T he yeas and nays w ere called for, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Browning, Cook, Jay , Spring

er, Sprott, W heeler, and W right— 9.
N ays— M essrs. Cassady, Crawford, E spy , F ear, H arbour, 

Howell, Royston, and Shields— 8.
So the question was decided in  the affirmative.
T he question now being upon the adoption of the resolution, 
W as decided in the affirmative.

On motion of M r. Crawford,
The Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

W E D N E S D A Y  M O R N IN G , D e c e m b m  6 , 1848.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment,
The President announced the standing committees of the ses

sion, as fo llow s:
On Ways and Means— M essrs. E spy, Jay , Royston, W hee

ler and Fear.
On the Judiciary— M essrs. Bradley, W right, Browning, Cas

sady and E spy .
On Federal Relations— M essrs. H arbour, Springer, Shields, 

Jay  and A lger.
On Internal Improvements— M essrs. Royston, W right, Cassa

dy, Springer and Bradley,
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On Military Affairs— M essrs. Sprott, Ilow el, W heeler, H ar
bour and Sanford.

On Schools— M essrs. Shields, Springer, E spy , Sanford and 
Fear.

On Roads— M essrs. Howel, Cook, A lger, W right and H ar
bour.

On Public Buildings— M essrs. Cassady, Browning, Crawford, 
Sanford and Bradley.

On Elections—'M essrs. E spy, Browning, Bradley, Sprott, 
and Howel.

On Engrossed Bills— M essrs Shields and Cook.
On Claims— M essrs. Crawford, Jay , Shields, W heeler, and 

Casady.
On County Boundaries— M essrs0 F ear, Sanford, Crawford, 

Cook, and Howel.
On Agriculture— M essrs. A lger, W heeler, Royston, Sprott, 

and Bradley.
On Incorporations— M essrs. Crawford, W right, Shields, 

Cook, and Espy.
On Enrolled B ills.— M essrs. Espy and Springer.
On JVew Counties— M essrs. H arbour, Browning, A lger, Cook, 

and Crawford.
M r. W right presented a communication to the President of 

the Senate, from James Nossler, informing that body of his in
tention to contest the right of Hon. Barney Royston, Senator 
from the d istrict composed of the counties of Wapello and 
M onroe, to a seat in this body ;

W hich was,
On his motion,

R eferred to a select committee, w ith power to send for per
sons and papers, and

M essrs. W right, Bradley, and E spy w ere appointed said 
committee.

M r. Crawford presented the petition of T . S. W ilson and six
teen other citizens of Dubuque county, praying for an appro
priation to cover the bridges over the N orth and South Forks of 
the M aquoketa river, and the W apsipinicon and English rivers, 
and that the fu ture repairs be a county instead of township
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charge, and moved its reference  to a select com m ittee ; w h ich  
was agreed to. and

M essrs . C raw ford , Shields, and B radley , w ere  appointed said 
committee.

M r. B radley  introduced Senate file N o. 1, a hill for an act 
g ran ting  certain  rooms in the capital, for the use of the L . S. 
D istric t C ourt ;

W hich w as read a first and second tim e, and,
O n his motion,

T he  lo th  ru le  w as suspended , said bill read  a  th ird  tim e, 
passed, and title  agreed to.

M r . C raw ford  in troduced Senate file N o. 2 , Jo in t R eso lu tion  
requesting  our Senators and R epresen ta tives in  C ongress to 
p rocure an appropriation  to defray  the expenses of su rv ey in g  
the boundary  line betw een  M isso u ri and Io w a ;

W hich was read  a first and second tim e, and,
On motion of M r. H arbour,

T he 13th ru le  w as suspended, said jo in t resolu tion  read  a 
th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to. - 

O n motion of M r. Shields,
Resolved, T h a t the S ecretary  of State be requested  to fu rn ish  

each m em ber of the Senate, w ith  a copy of the acts and re so lu 
tions of the extra, session of the first General A ssem bly  of the 
S tate o f Iow a.

M r. B radley moved that a committee of tw o be appointed, to 
act w ith  a sim ilar comm ittee on the  part o f the H ouse, to w ait 
upon his E xcellency , G overnor B riggs, and inqu ire  i f  he had 
any communication to m ake to the G eneral A ssem bly  ;

W hich was agreed to, and
M e ssrs . B radley and Cook w ere  appointed said com m ittee.
A  committee from  the H ouse of R ep resen tatives w as an 

nounced, composed of M essrs . R ead, H arrison , and G oodrell, 
w ho inform ed the Senate that the H ouse w as perm anen tly  o r
ganized, and ready  to proceed to business.

M r. H arbour in troduced  Senate file No. 3, jo in t reso lu tion  
relating  to the election of U . S. Senators, and Ju d g es  o f the 
Suprem e C o u rt,

W hich was read  a first and second iim e. and.
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O n  I n s  m i l l i o n .

T h o  18lh ru le  whs susp en d ed .  sa.nl joint reso lu tion  lead  a 
lliirii t ime, passed ,  and tit le  ag reed  lo.

O n  inolion of M r .  Bradley .
Semite a d jo u rn ed  till 2 'oYlook.  P. M.

TAYO O 'C L O C K .  P .  M.

T h e  ‘P ro v id en t  laid before tin: Senate  a comm unica tion ,  and 
th e  a ccom pany ing  re p o r t  of  the  S e c re ta ry  ol' S ta te ,  re la tive  to 
•contingent e x p e n s e s  o f  1 8 4 8 ;  w h ic h  was.

O n  motion of M r .  C raw fo rd ,
L aid  on the  table ,  and made su b jec t  to th e  o rd e r  o f  the  S e n 

ate ; also,
A  com m unica tion  a n d  r e p o r t  of  th e  Sec re ta ry  of Sta te ,  in r e 

lation to c r im inal  r e tu r n s .  [ Sec  A p p e n d ix .  ]
O n  motion  of M r .  Browning-,

Said  r e p o r t  and com m unica tion  w ere  laid on the  table, sub jec t  
to th e  f u r th e r  o rd e r  o f  the  Senate .

M essag e  from  the  H o u s e  of R e p re sen ta t iv e s ,  by M r .  Lefling- 
w e l l ,  ch ie f  c l e r k  ':
.M r. P re s id e n t—

1 am d i rec ted  to inform the  S e n a te ,  tha t  th e  H o u s e  of R e p 
r e sen ta t iv e s  h a v e  c o n c u r re d  in '  the  re so lu t io n  re la t ive  to the 
e lection of S en a to rs  and J u d g e s ,  w i th  tw o  am endm en ts ,  v iz  : 
B y  s t r ik in g  ou t  " to -m o rro w ,  1he 7 th  in s t . , ”  and in se r t ing  the 
w o rd s  “ on W e d n e s d a y ,  the  (ith inst . ,  at 8 o’c lo c k ,”  also, s t r ike  
o u t  all a f te r  the  w o rd s  “ U n i ted  S ta tes  S e n a to r s . ”

In all of w h ic h  the  c o n cu r ren ce  of th e  S en a te  is req u es ted .  
T h e  qu es t io n  b e in g  upon  the  adoption  of the  am endm en ts  of 

the  H o u se ,  to
S ena te  lile N o .  8. jo in t  reso lu tion  re la t ive  to the  election of 

I .. S.  Sena tors  and Ju d g e s  o f  th e  S u p r e m e  C ourt ,
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The yeas and uavs were requested. and being ordered, were
US f o l l o w s

\  eas— Messrs. Cassadv. Espy. Fear, hlowel, ltoyslon, and 
M r. President— (1.

Kays— Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cook. Crawford, 
Harbour, Jay, Shields, Springer,. Sprott, W heeler, and Wright 
— 12.

So the Senate refused to concur..
M r. Bradley, from the committee appointed to wait upon his 

Exctdlency,. Governor Briggs,.reported that they had performed 
that duty,, and received from him a mess sage in. writing,, which 
was read as follows :

(ienilemen o f  the Sen ah
and House o f  Representatives

You have assembled as a co-ordinate branch of the govern
ment, for the purpose of performing the duties imposed upon 
you by the constitution of the State. It is a source of gratification 
and pride that wc compose one of the States of this great con
federacy, and that we live in a country, the government of which 
is superior to any that Iras ever been formed by the wit ef man. 
Republics possessing some of the features of our own, have 
arisen and .passed away.. For nearly three quarters of a cen
tury, our country has prospered in an unprecedented manner: 
she has stood unshaken amidst internal commotions, wars of 
invasion, and a foreign war ; and our citizens are, at the present 
time, equal, if  not superior to any upon the face of the earth, in 
all that can ennoble and dignify mankind. But .our own sagac
ity has not produced these great and happy results. The eye of 
Almighty' God has watched over us ; Iiis arm has been stretched 
out to protect and assist us ; and our deepest gratitude at all 
times, is a poor, but it may possibly be an acceptable offering to 
Him, for the many and great favors which he has bcstowred upon 
us. Being thus favored by heaven, every citizen is under the 
most solemn obligations to preserve unimpaired our Union and 
our institutions. Every  State exerts an influence. W e have 
lately entered the confederacy, and it. should lie our great de
sire t o  labor earnestly and faithfully t o  promote the happiness



12 JO U R N A L OF

Df the people of our own State, while at the same time we 
should be equally solicitous touching the prosperity and honor 
of our common country.

You, fellow citizens, are'the representatives of the people of 
this State. You are fresh from their midst, and understand 
their wishes and interests. It will undoubtedly be a prominent 
consideration that we are their servants ; that they expect us to 
perform our duties with dignity and energy ; and especially may 
they reasonably expect that all legislative business will be dis
patched as speedily as possible, consistent with accuracy and 
propriety, in order that they may not be harrassed with unnec
essary burdens.

If  the matters which I shall feebly and imperfectly .present 
for your consideration, fall short of what the people expect at 
your hands, or if they in any way conflict with their best inter
ests, it is the earnest hope of the Executive that you will, by 
your.superior wisdom and acquaintance with their wants, sup
ply the proper remedy.

The following statement exhibits the amount of the reeeipts 
and disbursements of the treasury, since the annual report of 
the territorial treasurer, dated November 16th, 1846.

* Receipts. Payments.,
Receipts from ICth N ov. 18-16, to 15th Mareh 1847, $1,879 97 
Payments ' “  “  “  “  “  $1,377 35
R eceipts from 1st M arch,1847,to 11th June, 1847, 3,316 28 
Paym ents “  “ “  “  “ 3,309 ,76
Receipts from 11th June, 1847, to 6th Sept., 1847, 54,697 69 
Payments “  “  “  “  “  49,097 88
Receipts fi;om 6th Sept., 1847, to 30th N o v ., 1847, 1,210 29
Paym ents “  “  «  “  6,812 54
R eceipts from 30th N ov., 1847, to 6th M arch, 1848, 13,278 95 
Paym ents “  “  “  “  “  . 8,028 58
R eceipts from 6th M arch, 1848, to 6th June, 1848 2,580 56 
P aym en ts. '■ «  “  “  “  2,960 96
R eceipts from 6th June 1848,to 31st O cf., 1848, 180 63
Payments ‘ “  “  “  “  3,663 20

$76,644 67 $75,250 27 , 
75,250 27

Ealance on 31st October, 1848, $1,394 40
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It will be perceived by the foregoing statement, that on the 
31st of October, 1848, there was a balance in the treasury of 
one thousand three hundred and ninety-four dollars, and forty ‘ 
cents.

There is no object for the promotion of which an enlightened 
legislator will more readily apply his best energies, than that of 
education. I t is generally conceded that our present school law 
is, in many respects, exceedingly defective. One of the prom
inent purposes for which the G eneral Assembly was convened 
in extra session, in January last, was the amendment of this law, 
or the substitution of a different one. Numerous petitions were 
presented to the legislature, in w hich the solicitude of the peo
ple in reference to this subject, could not have been mistaken.
The law, however, was not amended, and neither was a new  one 
enacted. It is to be regretted that the earnest w ishes of the 
people in this particular, should have been thus frustrated.

In  inviting your attention to this subject, I would respectfully 
suggest that there arc one or two points connected w ith it, upon 
which your immediate action would be of essential service to 
the cause of education throughout the State.

The second section of the tenth article of the constitution 
makes appropriations for a perpetual State school fund, the in 
terest of which alone shall be applied to the support of common 
schools. By the school law of 1847, all the moneys constitu
ting this perpetual fund, flow into the hands of the school fund 
commissioners. The fourth section of the fores’oing’ article of

CD O

the constitution, provides that 11 the money which shall be paid 
by persons ;ls an equivalent for exemption fiom military duty, 
and the clear proceeds of all fines collected in the several coun
ties for any breach of the penal laws, shall be exclusively ap
plied, in the several counties in which such money is paid or 
tine collected, among the several school districts of said coun
ties, in the proportion to the number of inhabitants in such dis
tricts, to the support of common schools, or the establishment 
of libraries, as the General Assembly shall from time to time 
provide by law .” It would seem clear that it is not the inten
tion of the constitution that the interest of the funds accruing 
under this section, should be applied to the support of common
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schools in the several counties, bu t that the principal itse lf 
should be thus app lied ; and it w ould  also seem  clear that these 
funds should be k ep t separate and apart from  the perm anent 
school fund. By th e  tw enty  th ird  section of the school law of 
1847, it  is made the duty of the county tre a su re r to pay over to 
th e  school fund com m issioner of the p roper county, on the fif
teen th  day of F eb ru a ry  annually, for the use  of common schools 
w ith in  the county, all the moneys specified in  the fourth  section 
o f the foregoing article of the constitution, together w ith ‘-all 
fun d s in  th e  tre a su ry  arising  from the sale of w ater crafts, lost 
goods and e s tra y s .” A nd the n ineteen th  section of the law  
provides for levy ing  a tax  by the county com m issioners of the 
severa l counties th roughout the S tate, for the support of common 
schools in  th e ir respective counties. T hese  taxes, w hen  collec
ted, a re  also paid into the hands of the school fund commission
e rs , on the fifteenth day of F eb ru a ry  annually . T hese funds 
w ere  likew ise  unquestionably in tended to be k ep t separate from 
th e  perm anent school fund, and to be w holly d istribu ted  in the 
several, counties w here  the tax  is levied  and collected. T here  
a re  no provisions in  the law , how ever, for keep ing  these funds, 
and those arising  from the sources heretofore specified,, separate 
and ap a rt from the perm anent fund , nor for the ir separate d is
tribution ., O n the fifteenth day of F eb ru a ry  annually", they arc 
paid  over to  the  school fund com m issioners, w here  they m ust 
e ith e r lie idle, or be loaned out in  accordance w ith  the th irty - 
seven th  section of the school law , w hich  section w as evidently" 
in tended  to apply  exclusively  to the m anagem ent of the perm a
n en t fund. I  w ould therefore  recom m end that some m easure be 
speedily  adopted by w hich the fund  eom ftissioners w ill be en
abled, w hen  these  funds come into th e ir  hands in  F eb ruary  next, 
to  m anage and d istribute them  according to the intention of the 
constitu tion  and the law s ; and I w ould fu rth e r recom mend,that 
all o ther defects in our common school system , receive your ear
lie st and m ost earnest attention.

In  my m essage delivered  at the. special session of January  
last, I  called the attention of the G eneral A ssem bly to “ an act 
of the G eneral A ssem bly, approved F eb ru a ry  25. l.S-lT.sentitled 
‘•an  act, to provide for the managem ent and disposition of the
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school fund-.’ “  T he eighth section of this act provides •• that the 
m anner of selecting the five hundred  thousand acres o f land 
m entioned in  the second section of the ten th  artic le  o f th e  con
stitution, and the disposition thereof, for the su p p o rt o f schools, 
shall lie as follows, to w it: any person capable of contracting , 
having settled upon the public lands, the quality  w hereof, and the 
im provem ents thereon , w ill in the opinion of the fund  com m is
sioner of th e  county , ren d er the selection a safe and profitable 
one, may in w ritin g  signify  to said com m issioner h is or h e r  de
sire  to have the same recognized as school lands, and thereupon  
the same, not exceed ing  th ree  hundred  and tw en ty  ac res , shall 
be re tu rn ed  by said fund  com m issioner, w ith  the date o f th e ir  
selection, to the superin tendan t o f public in struction , to  be by 
him reg iste red  as lands selected  by the S tate u nder th e  g ran t 
from C ongress re fe rred  to ;  a fter w hich  the said fund  com m is
sioner shall proceed to contract w ith  such se ttle r fo r the sale 
thereo f.”

‘•The seventeen th  section o f the act provides that ‘ the su p e r
in tendent o f public in struction  shall report, from  tim e to  tim e, 
all selections m ade u nder the eighth  section of th is act to  the 
S ecretary  of th e  T rea su ry  of the U nited  States, and to th e  p ro p 
e r land office.’

“ Selections made according to the provisions of the eigh th  
section of this act, have been  reported  to the genera l land office, 
by the gentlem an elected as superin tendan t of public in s truc tion . 
T h e  report has been re tu rn ed , as incorrect and invalid , on the 
g round  tha t the selections th u s made conflict w ith  the  genera l 
land office in structions of A u g u s t Cith, 1847, w ith  re fe ren ce  to 
S taie selections u nder the act of C ongress of the 4 th  S ep tem ber, 
1841, entitled ‘ an act to appropria te  the proceeds of th e  sales 
of the public lands and to g ran t pre-em ption rig h ts .’ T h e  fifth 
section of those instructions m akes it  im portant and n ecessary  
th a t the selecting  agent o f the S tate ‘ should m ake such  care fu l 
and thorough, p relim inary  exam inations as w ill enable h im  to 
select lands to w hich  th e re  may ex ist no valid claim, b y  p re 
em ption or o therw ise and the six th  section provides th a t if, 
notw ithstand ing  such p recau tion , the S tate shall h e rea fte r  se lec t 
lands w hich shall be found to be in terfered  w ith  by any p rio r
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or b e tte r claim or claims, the selections, to the w hole extent of 
such  claim  or claims, w ill of course be nu ll and vo id .’ I t w ill 
read ily  be perceived from  the foregoing instructions, that it is 
not contem plated by the act of C ongress above re fe rred  to, to 
su rren d e r to the S tate any land covered by any valid claim ‘ by 
pre-em ption  or o th e rw ise ;’ consequently  the law  of th is State, 
allow ing persons having claims upon the public lands byr v irtue  
o f im provem ents thereon, to reg ister them  as lands selected by 
th e  S tate, and then  to purchase them  from our ow n State officers, 
conflicts in  a very  m aterial point, w ith  the instructions from the 
genera l land office. I t  is of the utm ost im portance to the cause 
o f education in this S late, that these selections should be made 
as soon as practicable. In  order to accom plish this object, our 
law s relative to the m aking of these selections, m ust harm onize 
w ith  the requ irem ents of the general governm ent.’’

T he  G eneral A ssem bly addressed a mem orial to Congress, 
p ro testing  against the instructions of the general land office, and 
p ray ing  that th a t those instructions m ight be so modified as to 
"five our State the benefit of the act of Congress o f the 4th of
O  '

S eptem ber, 1841. O f the fate o f that mem orial the E xecutive, 
u p  to the p resen t tim e, has received  no in telligence. W hethe r 
it  w ill be more advantageous to the cause of education and the 
in te res ts  of the S tate, to aw ait the re su lt of that memorial, than 
im m ediately to cause our law s re lative to these selections, to 
harm onize w ith  the instructions of the general land office, I  
leave for you to determ ine. A s the selections are  at p resen t 
suspended, and as they  w ill so continue, until e ither C ongress 
or th e  G enera l A ssem bly  shall act upon the m atter, I  tru s t the 
sub jec t w ill rece ive  that attention at your hands w hich  its high 
im portance dem ands.

B elow  is p resen ted  the num ber of all able bodied w hite male 
c itizens, betw een the ages of eighteen and forty-live years, sub
je c t to m ilitary duty , in  each of the counties w hich have been 
repo rted  to m e, in  accordance w ith  an act entitled “ an act re 
qu iring  the assessors to take lists of persons subject to m ilitary 
d u ty ,”  approved Jan u ary  25, 1848.

L ee  county, - 2,688
Johnson - - - - - - 666
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Poweshiek county, - - - - t>l
Lynn, -  - - - - 704
Cedar, “ - - - - - 539
Iowa, SI
Clinton, “ - - - - 383
Jackson, 1025
Jasper, “ - - - - 10S
Keokuk, “ 485
Louisa, “ - - - - 668
W ashington, “ 566
Davis, “ - - - - 721
Dallas, “ - - - - 59
Polk,  678
Clayton, “ - - - - 419
H enry, “ - - - - 950
Jefferson, “ 1100
M uscatine, “ - - - - 897
V an B u ren , “ 1,640
Buchanan, “ - - - - - 71

W hole num ber reported, 14,310
Several of the counties have failed to forw ard an abstract, in 

obedience to the act above mentioned. H ow ever irksom e the 
performance of this species of military duty may to some ap
pear, it cannot be denied that a well organized militia is, in 
every point of view, essentially necessary in this S tate ; and, 
without fu rther comment, I  would suggest that at least such an 
organization be effected as w ill entitle us to receive our quota 
of arms from the General Government.

A t the special session, in January  last, the G eneral A ssem 
bly fonvarded a memorial to Congress praying for an appropri
ation of lands for the construction of a rail road from Dubuque, 
to Keokuk, through the interior of the State. It was there re 
ferred to a committee, the chairman of w'hich, it is understood, 
reported adversely to the prayer of the memorial, on the ground 
that the route had not been surveyed, nor its practicability and 
distance reported. A  rail road through the centre of our State 
would most eminently contribute to the developement of our
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ag ricu ltu ra l, m ineral, and o ther resou rces. I h e  cilcrts oi th e  
leg is la tu re  to obtain from  C ongress a donation of land for tha t 
p u rpose , m ust be a source of ex trem e gratification to tlje people 
o f the S ta te ; and, no tw ithstand ing  the fa ilu re  o f those efforts, 
for causes above stated , th ere  are  pow erfu l reasons for a rep e ti
tion of the attem pt to obtain the desired  donation. B efore ano
th er m em orial is p resen ted , how ever, it seems it w ill be neces
sary  to  m ake a su rv ey  of the contem plated route, and to lay be
fore C ongress all th e  inform ation re lative thereto , that can be 
conveniently  obtained. 'W hether you w ill deem it expedien t to 
leave th is p re lim inary  labor to p riva te  en te rp rise  and energy, or 
adopt such  m easures as w ill secu re its perform ance on the p art 
o f th e  S tale, w ill be a  question p roperly  belonging to you to 
decide. Should you deem  it your duty to renew  the  application 
011 the p art of the S tate , there  w ould seem 110 im propriety  in 
fu rn ish in g  C ongress, a t the expense of the S tate, all necessary  
inform ation connected w ith  such application.

I t  may not be im proper to state here , that I  have received  
copies of resolutions adopted by the leg isla tu res o f several of 
th e  S tates, approving  of M r. A sa  W h itn ey ’s p lan of a rail road, 
to connect the A tlan tic  and Pacific oceans; and w hich  reso lu 
tions contain instructions to th e  rep resen ta tives in C ongress 
from  those S tates, requesting  them  to  g ive the pro ject the ir su p 
p o rt. I t  is bcliejred th a t this sub ject w ill be v igorously p ressed  
upon th e  attention of Congress at its coming session. Should 
th is pro ject, or a sim ilar one be favorably v iew ed  by C ongress, 
it  m ay not be u n w orthy  of consideration, w h eth er a subsequent 
application by you to tha t body, for a donation of land for a ra il 
road th rough  the cen tre  of th is S tate, m ight not be partly  based 
upon th e  fact th a t such road could be made to form  one of the 
links in the g rea t chain of ra il roads connecting the A tlantic 
and Pacific. A  road connecting w ith  the Chicago and Galena 
road, and then ru n n in g  through the cen tre  of this S tate to C oun
cil Blufts, w ould, it is believed, effect that object, and at the 
same tim e lie of g rea t advantage to our citizens. B u t w hatever 
may be thought of th is suggestion, should you deem it your 
duty to p resen t another m em orial to C ongress, lb r a donation of 
land for a rail road through th e  S tate. I tru s t, at least, that such
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,1 rou te  w ill be selected  as w ill advance the best in terests  of the 
people. '

'f l ie  B oard of P ub lic  w orks have received  th irty  thousand  
dollars from  the sale of the lands g ran ted  by  C ongress to aid in  
the im provem ent o f the navigation of the  D cs M oines r iv e r, 
and one h a lf o f tha t sum  has been expended  on the im prove
m ent. I  have certiiied  these facts to the  P re s id e n t of the  U n i
ted S tates, as req u ired  by the act g ran ting  the lands. I t  is u n 
derstood th a t th e  im provem ent is rap id ly  progressing , u n d er the 
m anagem ent o f the B oard.

In  the sale o f th e  lands, the th irtie th  section  of the act en ti
tled  “ an act c rea ting  a B oard of P ub lic  W o rk s , and p rov id ing  
for th e  im provem ent of the D cs M oines r iv e r ,”  prov ides that, 
“ at th e  tim e of the sale, th e  tre a su re r  and S ecre ta ry  shall issue  
th e ir  certificates of the same to the re sp ec tiv e  p u rch ase rs , r e 
ta in ing  duplicates thereof, patents shall thereupon  issue , signed 
by the governor,, sub ject to such  regulations as m ay be jn"e '  
sc ribed  by la w .”

N o regulations hawe y e t been p rescribed  by law , for the is su 
ing  of these  paten ts, and I  w ould  suggest th a t th e  B oard  of 
P u b lic  W o rk s be au thorized  to p rep a re  and fill them  u p r and 
then  fo rw ard  them  to the E xecu tiv e , for h is  signature..

O ne of th e  m ost im portan t duties devolv ing  upon th e  G e n 
era l A ssem bly , at its p resen t session, is th e  apportionm ent o f 
the S tate, in  accordance w ith  the th i r ty -f irs t section  o f the  
fou rth  artic le  of the constitution. I  re s t assu red  that, you  w ill 
m eet this du ty  w ith  that, deliberation w hich  its p ro p er p e rfo rm 
ance dem ands.

T h e  rem arks in  my m essage, delivered  at. th e  special session, 
re la tive  to th e  unfin ished condition, and th e  n ecessity  of com 
p le ting  th e  pen iten tia ry  of this S tate, I  resp ec tfu lly  re ite ra te  at 
the p resen t tim e.

T he  com m issioners appointed to rev ise  th e  sta tu tes of th is S tate, 
have subm itted  a rep o rt to me, w hich  is herew ith , tran sm itted .

T he  su it re la tive  to .the  boundary  line, be tw een  th is S tate and 
M issou ri, has, I  understand , been  taken  to .th e  Suprem e C o u rt 
of the U nited  S tates, w h e re  it w ill probably be heard  and d e c i
ded during  the p resen t w in ter,
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D u rin g  the in terval be tw een  th e  ad journm en t of the first 
G en era l A ssem bly  u nder th e  constitution, and the opening of 
the  special session, all of th e  Ju d g es  of the Suprem e C ourt of 
th is  S tate, w ho held th e ir  offices by v ir tu e  of appointm ent 
u n d e r th e  genera l governm ent, tendered  th e ir  resignations to 
m e. T he  eighth  section of the fifth article of the constitu tion  
provides that, “  w hen any office shall, from  any cause, become 
vacant, and no mode is p rovided by the constitu tion  and law s 
fo r filling such  vacancy, th e  G overnor shall have pow er to fill 
such  vacancy, by gran ting  com m issions, w h ich  shall exp ire  at 
the  end of the nex t session of the G enera l A ssem bly , or at the 
n e x t eleetion by the peop le .”  I  accordingly filled the vacancies 
in  th e  S uprem e C ourt by  issu in g  comm issions, w hich, in  my 
judgm en t, exp ired  at the close of th e  special session. A s th e  
G en era l A ssem bly neglected  to elect judges during  that session, 
at its close, I  issued commissions to the gentlem en now filling th e  
offices of ch ief ju s tice  and associate ju s tices  of the S uprem e 
C ourt. T hose commissions w ill exp ire  a t the close of the p re s 
en t session, and it w ill be yo u r duty  to elect judges of the 
Suprem e C ourt in  com pliance w ith  the constitution and law s.

I t  w ill also be your du ty  to elect tw o U nited  States Senators. 
T w o  sessions of the G en era l A ssem bly  have been held since 
our S tate organization, d u ring  w hich  the election of U nited  
States Senator-s, and Ju d g es  of ou r Suprem e C ourt, w ere  duties 
enjoined upon it by the constitution. U nfortunate ly  for the 
State,[those duties have not ye t been perform ed. I f  this re su lt 
arose from  difficulties w hich  presen ted  them selves, and w hich  
m em bers felt unable to surm oun t w ithou t fu r th e r consultation 
w ith  th e ir  constituents, I  feel confident that, as you are fresh  
from  the people, you have received  such instructions from them , 
as w ill enable you to discharge these  duties w ith  prom ptitude 
and harm ony.

I  cannot refra in  from again im pressing  upon you r minds the 
p ro p rie ty  o f a  speedy and energetic  d ischarge of your various 
duties ; th a t accuracy and dispatch  should characterize all of 
y o u r proceedings ; tha t no m atters foreign to the in terests of the 
S tate should be introduced into y o u r deliberations ; and may w e 
all so perform  our duties as to receive the approbation of the
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people, of our own consciences, and the approving smile of 
H eaven. A N S E L  B R IG G S.

Iow a City, December 5, 1848.

W hich was read, and 
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

T H U R SD A Y  M O R N IN G , D e c e m b e r  7, 1848.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
T he President being absent, M r. Springer was called to the 

chair.
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

w ell, chief c le rk :
M r. President—

I  am instructed to inform the Senate that the House has re 
ceded from its amendments to

Senate file, No. 3, Jo in t Resolution relative to the election of 
Senators and Judges, and passed the same w ithout amendment.

The H ouse has passed
Senate file, No. 1, a bill for an act granting certain rooms in 

the capitol, for the use of the United States D istrict C o u rt; 
also,

Senate file, No. 2, Jo in t resolution requesting our Senators 
and Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriation 
to defray the expense of running the north and w estern bounda
ries of the State of Iowa.

M r. W right presented a petition from W illiam Steel, and 10 
other citizens o f Van Buren, Jefferson and H enry counties, 
praying for a road from Keosauqua, via. Van B uren county, to 
M t. Pleasant, in H enry  county.

W hich was,
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O n h is motion.
Referred to the committee on Roads.
M r. Sanford appeared, and took his seat, as Senator from an 

B uren county.
M r. Jay , w ith leave obtained, introduced
Senate tile, No. 4, joint resolution for the restriction of slavery;
W hich was read 'a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Crawford,
A  call of the Senate was had, when it appeared
T hat M r. H arbour and M r. President w ere absent.
M r. H arbour appearing, a fu rther call was suspended.
M r. Crawford moved the indefinite postponement of said joint 

resolution.
The yeas and nays being requested,
M r. H arbour moved a call of the Senate, which was ordered, 

when it appeared that M r. President was absent.
M r; P resident appearing, and having, taken the chair, a fu r

ther call was suspended.
M r. Bradley moved the postponement of said joint resolution, 

u n til W ednesday next, at 2 o’clock, P . M .
M r. Crawford moved the indefinite postponement of said joint 

rssolution;
M r. Bradley offered the following am endm ent;
S trike out all after the words •• seventeen.hundred and eighty- 

seven.”
The question being upon the adoption of the amendment,
The yeas and- nays w ere roquosted, and being ordered, wrere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, E spyr 

Fear, H arbour, Howell, Royston, Shields, and M r. President 
— 1 1 .

Nays— M essrs. Browning, Cook, Jay , Sanford, Springer, 
Sprott, W heeler, and W right— 8.

So the question was decided in the affirmative.
On motion of M r. Springer,

Said jo in t resolution was laid upon Ihe table, and made sub
ject to the order of the Senate.

M r .  Cook.  w i t h  l eave obtained,  i n t roduced



THE SENATE 23

Sem ite F ie , N o. 5 , Jo in t R esolution  concerning tire election o f  
U n ited  States Senato rs.

M r . B rad ley  m oved that said jo in t reso lu tion  be laid  on th e  
table.

U pon th is question , the yeas and nays w e re  requested , and 
being  ordered , w e re  as follows :

Y eas— M essrs . A lg e r, B radley , C assady, C raw ford , E sp y , 
F e a r , H ow el, R oyston , Shields, and M r . P res id en t— 10.

N ay s— M essrs . B row ning , Cook, Ja y , Sanford, S p rin g er, 
S p ro tt, W hee le r, and W righ t.—8.

A n d  said question  w as decided in  the affirm ative.
T h e  P res id en t laid  before the Senate the re p o r t [S ee  A p p e n 

d ix ]  of the S ec re ta ry  of S tate, accom panying c e rta in  ‘biHs, 
W hich  w as,

O n motion of M r. B radley ,
R e fe rred  to th e  com m ittee on Claim s.
M r . C assady, on leave obtained, in troduced 
S en a te  file, N o. 6, A  bill to  increase th e  num ber o‘f  jud ic ia l 

d is tric ts ,
W h ich  w as read  a first and second tim e, and,

O n motion of M r . B radley,
L aid  on the tab le , sub ject to th e  order of the Senate.
T he  P res id en t laid before the Senate the annual re p o r t o f th e  

A u d ito r o f S tate. '[S ec A p p en d ix .]
O n motion of M r. Cook,

O rd ered , T h a t said rep o rt be  laid on the table, and 1,000 
copies be p rin ted  for the use of the Senate.

O n motion,
S enate  ad journed  till 2 'o 'clock, P . M .

T W O  O ’C L O C K , P . M .

On motion of M r. E spy ,
Rea olved, T hat C. C. R ockw ell be appointed S ecre tary  of the 

Senate, and John  M . P e rry  A ssistan t S ecre tary .
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The Secretaries elect w ere then each duly sworn for the 
faithful performance of the duties of their respective stations.

M essrs. H arrison and Goodrell w ere announced, a committee 
appointed to inform the Senate, that the House of Representa
tives w ere ready to receive the Senate in joint convention. 

W hereupon, M r. Shields was appointed teller, and 
The hour of 2, P . M ., having arrived, The Senate, preceded 

by their President, Secretaries, and Sergeant-at-arms, repaired 
to the hall of the House of Representatives, for the purpose of 
balloting for United States Senators, and Judges of the Supreme 
Court. The two branches of the legislative assembly having 
met in the hall of. the House,

A  call of the members was had, when it appeared that all the 
members of both Houses w ere present and answered to their 
names.

A fter which,
On motion of M r. Bradley,

T he convention proceeded to the election of United States 
Senators, to represent the State of Iowa, and

M essrs. Shields, of the Senate, and Read, of the House, hav
ing been appointed tellers,

M r. Bradley nominated A ugustus C. Dodge.
M r. Thompson nominated W m. H . Wallace.
And, after the roll had been called by the Secretary, and all 

the members had voted,
I t appeared that Augustus C. Dodge had received thirty-eight 

votes, and
W m . H . Wallace nineteen.
Those who voted for A ugustus C. Dodge, w ere 
M essrs. A lexander, A lger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham, 

Bradley, Cassady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davison, Elm er, 
E spy , Evans, Fear, F lint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour, 
H ow el, Jacobs, Langton, M ahony, M cFarland, Morton, P en
ny, Reed, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, W alker, 
W eyand, Wood, and M r. President.

Those who voted for Wm. H . Wallace, were,
M essrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Good- 

rcll, Jay , M cCrary, M cManaman, Sanford, Springer. S pro tt.
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Stevenson, Timmons, Thompson, W heele r ,  Williams, W ood- 
w orth  and W right.

A n d  it appearing  that A u g u s tu s  C. Dodge had received  a ma
jo r i ty  of all the votes cast,

T he  P re s id en t  announced that A u gu s tu s  C. Dodge was duly  
elected a Senator, to rep resen t  the State of Iow a, in  the Senate 
of the U nited  States.

M r .  M c F a r la n d  nominated Geo. W . Jones .
M r .  Sj)rin.ger nominated R alph  P .  L ow e.
T h e  Convention proceeded to elect; w hen  it appeared that 
Geo. W . Jones  had received th ir ty -e igh t votes, and Ralph P. 

L ow e, nineteen.
T hose  wdio voted for Geo. W . Jones , w e re  
M e s s rs .  A lexander ,  A lg e r ,  Rabbit , Retts, B aker,  Eonham, 

Bradley , Cassady, Collins, Corse, Crawford , Davison, E lm er ,  
E v ans ,  E sp y ,  F ea r ,  F lint, Gifford, Griffith, H arr ison ,  H arbo u r ,  
H ow cl,  Jacobs, Langton, Maliony, M cF ar land ,  M orton , P en ny ,  
R ead, R iggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent,  Shields, W a lk e r ,  W e y -  
and, W ood, and M r .  President.

T hose  w ho voted for R a lph  P .  L ow e, w ere  
M e s s rs .  Allison, Bourne, B row ning ,  B urroughs ,  Cook, Good- 

rcll,  J a y ,  M cC ra ry ,  M cM anam an , Sanford, S pringer ,  Sprott,  
S tephenson, Timmons, Thom pson, W heeler,  W illiams, W ood- 
w o r th  and W righ t.

A n d  it appearing  that G eorge W .  Jones  had rece ived a m a
jo r i ty  of all the votes cast,

T h e  P res iden t  declared that Geo. W . Jo nes  was' duly  elected 
a  Senator, to rep resen t  the State of Iowa, in  the Senate  of the  
U nited  States.

T h e  Convention proceeded to the election of a C h ie f  Justice, 
of the Suprem e C ourt of this State.

M r .  Griffith nominated Jo sep h  W illiams.
M r .  S tephenson nominated S tephen  W hiche r .
T h e  vote being taken, resulted  as fo l low s:
F o r  Jo se p h  W illiams th irty-nine  votes.
F o r  S tephen  W hicher eighteen votes.
T hose  who voted for Joseph  Williams, w e re
M es s r s .  A lexander ,  A lger,  Babbit, Baker.  Letts. Bonham.

4
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Bradley, Cassady, GoIIins, Corse, Crawford, Davis oh, E lm er, E s
py, Evans, Fear, F lint, Griffith, Gifford, H arrison, H arbour, 
Hovvel, Jacobs, Langton, M cFarland, M ahony, M orton, Penny, 
Read, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Sprott, W alker, 
W eyand, Wood, and M r. President.

Those who voted for Stephen W hicher, w ere 
jM essrs. A llison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Good- 

rell, Jay , M cC rary, M cM anaman, Sanford, Springer, Stephen
son, Timmons, Thompson, W heeler, W illiams, W oodworth and 
•Wright, .

And-it appearing that Joseph W illiams had received a majori- 
ity of all the votes cast,

The President declared that Joseph W illiams was duly elect
ed Chief Justice of the Suprem e Court of this State.

M r. M cFarland nominated John  F . Kinney an associate J u s 
tice of the suprem e court of this State.

M r. M cM anaman nominated James B. Howell.
The vote being taken, resulted as follows :
F or John F . K inney, thirty-nine votes.
F or Jam es B. Howel, eighteen votes.
Those who voted for John F . K inney, w ere 
M essrs. A lexander, A lger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham, 

Bradley, Cassady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davison, E lm er, 
E spy, Evans, F ear, F lint, Gifford, Griffith, H arrison, H arbour, 
Howel, Jacobs, Langton, M ahony, M cFarland, M orton, Penny, 
Read, Riggs, Royston', Sales, Sergent, Shields, Sprott, W alker, 
W eyand, Wood, and M r. President.

Those who voted for Jam es B. Howel, w ere 
M essrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Good- 

rell, Jay, M cC rary, M cM anaman, Sanford, Springer, Stephen
son, Timmons, Thompson, W heeler, W illiams, W oodw orth and 
W  right.

And it appearing that John F . K inney had received a major
ity of all the votes cast,

The P resident declared that John F . Kinney was duly elected 
anAssociate Justice of the suprem e court of the State of Iowa.

M r. Bradley nominated George Green, an Associate Justice 
of the supreme court of the Slate of Iowa.
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M r. Timmons nominated Timothy Davis.
T h e  vote being taken, resulted as follows:
F or George Green, thirty-nine votes. .
F or Timothy Davis, eighteen votes.
Those who voted for George G reen, w ere  
M essrs. A lexander, A lger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham, 

Bradley, Cassady, Crawrford, Corse, Davison, E lm er, E spy , E v 
ans, F ear, F lin t, Gifford, Griffith, H arrison, H arbour, Howell, 
Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, M cFarland, M orton, Penny, Read, 
Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Sprott, W alker, W ey- 
and, Wood, and M r. President.

Those who voted for Timothy Davis, w ere 
M essrs. A llison, Bourne, Browning, Cook, Goodrell, Jay , 

M cC rary, M cM anaman, Sanford, Springer, Stephenson, T im 
mons, Thompson, W heeler, Williams, W oodworth and W righ t., 

A nd it appearing that George G reen had received a majority 
of all the votes cast,

T he President declared that George G reen was duly elected 
an Associate Justice  of the Supreme Court of the State of Io w a ..

The Senate then returned from the jo in t. convention of the 
two Houses of the Legislative A ssembly.

F R ID A Y  M O R N IN G , D e c e m b e r  8 , 1848.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. Shields, on leave obtained, introduced,
Jo in t Resolution relative to the standing committee on schools; 
W hich w as read a first and second time.
M r. Shields moved the suspension of the 13th ru le , and that 

said joirit ̂ resolution he read a th ird  time now.
M r. Sanford offered the following am endm ent:
S trike out the words, “ and House of R epresentatives,” and 

insert, “ the House concurring,” making it as follow s;
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Resolved, by the  S en a te ,  th e  H o u s e  c o n c u r r in g ,  th a t  the tw o  
s ta n d in g  comm ittees on  comm on schools,  con fer  lop-other, and  
su b m i t  a jo in t  r e p o r t  a n d  bill ,  for the  o rgan iza t ion  of a  common 
school sy s tem .

W h ic h  w a s  adopted .
M r .  C assady  m o v ed  to t a k e  from  th e  table ,
Se n a te  tile, N o .  0, A  bill  for an  act  to in c rease  th e  n u m b e r  of 

j u d ic ia l  d is t r ic ts .
W h ic h  w as ,

O n  his motion,
R e f e r r e d  to a se lec t  comm ittee  of one f rom  cac-h ju d ic ia l  d i s 

t r ic t ,  com posed  of
M e s s r s .  E s p y ,  B ra d le y ,  W r ig h t ,  Cook and C assady .

O n  motion o f  M r .  B rad ley ,
A  com m ittee  o f  t h r e e  w e r e  ap po in ted  to p r e p a r e  ru le s  for th e  

g o v e rn m e n t  o f  th e  S ena te .
M e s s r s .  B rad ley ,  S p r i n g e r  and  H a r b o u r ,  w e r e  ap p o in ted  said 

com m ittee .
O n  motion of M r .  H a r b o u r ,

T h e  S en a te  r e so lv e d  i ts e l f  in to a comm ittee  of t h e  whole ,  for 
th e  cons id e ra t io n  o f  th e  G o v e r n o r ’s m essag e ,  M r .  J a y  in  the  
ch a i r ,  and

A f t e r  some t im e  s p e n t  th e re in ,  th e  com m ittee  ro se  by  th e i r  
ch a i rm a n ,  and  r e p o r t e d  th e  same b a ck  to the  S e n a te  w i th o u t  
re fe re n ce .

O n  motion o f  M r .  C raw fo rd ,
R e so lv ed ,  T h a t  th e  S e c re ta ry  in form  th e  H o u s e ,  th a t  the  S e n 

a te  is no w  ready to m e e t  th e  H o u s e  o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  in  th e  
h a l l  o f  the  H o u s e ,  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  of m ak in g  ou t  certif icates 
o f  th e  e lect ion  o f  U .  S .  Sen a to rs ,  and J u d g e s  o f  th e  S u p r e m e  
C o u r t .

O n  motion  o f  M r .  E sp y ,
T h e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  r e v is in g  comm ittee  w as  r e fe r r e d  to the  

com m ittee  on th e  J u d i c ia r y .
O n  m otion  o f  M r .  Cook,

T h a t  po rt ion  of th e  G o v e r n o r ’s m essag e  re la t in g  to the  a p p o r 
t io n m en t  o f  the  S ta te  into  e lectora l  d is t r ic ts ,  w a s  r e fe r r e d  to a 
se lec t  comm ittee  o f  one from  each sena to r ia l  d is t r ic t ,  composed of
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M essrs. Fear, Cook, Springer, Harbour. Sanford, Howel, 
Jay , Crawford, Cassady, Royston, Espy, A lger and Bradley.

A  committee composed of
M essrs. Corse and Griffith, w ere announced, who informed 

tno P resident and members of the Senate, that the House w ere 
ready to receive them in joint convention.

The Senate then, preceded by its President, Secretaries- and 
Sergeant-at-Arm s, repaired to the hall of the House.

The Senate, having taken the seats assigned to them by the 
P resident of the convention, and the roll of the G eneral A ssem 
bly having been called by the Secretary of the convention,

M essrs. Sanford and Springer w ere absent.
On motion of M r. Crawford,

A  fu rther call of the roll was suspended.
The President announced the purpose of the convention.
M r. Sanford appeared and took his aeat.
A fter w hich the following certificates w ere signed by the 

President, and attested by the letters of the convention.

H a ll o f  I he H ouse o f  R epresentatives o f  the State o f  Iow a, }
December 8th, 1848. ^

This w ill certify, that at an election by the G eneral A ssem 
bly of the State of Iowa, in joint convention, on T hursday the 
seventh day of December, A . D., 1848, A ugustus C. Dodge was 
duly elected a Senator to represent this State in the Senate of 
the United States.

JO H N  J .  S E L M A N , 
P resident of the Jo in t Convention.

A ttest::
J .  G. S h i e l d s . 1 . .
t. i n  -r, > te lle rs .
vY . C .  R e a d , ^

H a ll o f  the H ouse o f  Representatives o f  the S ta  te o f  Io w a , )
December 8th, 1848. ^

This will certify, that at an election by the G eneral A ssem 
bly of the State of Iowa, in joint convention, on Thursday the
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7th  day of D ecem ber,  A .  I) .,  1848, George VV. Jones was dnlv 
elected a Senator to represent; this State in the Senate of the 
U nited  States.

J O H N  J .  S E L M A N ,  
Pres ident of the Jo in t Convention-

A t t e s t :
. 1 . G .  S h i e l d s , )  ^  , ,, ,  r, „  ' I el iers ,
VV. C .  R k a d , V

H all o f  the House o f  Representatives o flfte  Slate o j Iowa. )
D ecem ber 8th, 1848. ^

T h is  will  certify, that at an election by the G enera l  A ssem 
bly o f  the  State of Iow a, in joint convention, on Thursday  the 
7 th  day of December, A . D ., 1848, Joseph  Williams was duly 
elected C hief  Ju s tice  of the Suprem e Court of this State.

J O H N  J .  S E L M A N ,  
P res iden t of the Joint. Convention.

A t t e s t :
J .  G .  S i l l  II CDS. )  T  v;
VV. 0 .  R ea d , S

H all o f  the House o f  Representatives o f  the Stale o f  Java, )
December 8, 1848. $

T h is  w ill  certify, that at an election by the G eneral Assembly 
of the  State of Iow a, in  joint convention, on Thursday , the 7th
day of D ecem ber, A .  D . 1848, Jo h n  F .  K inney  was duly elect
ed  an Associate Jus t ice  of the Suprem e Court of this State.

J O H N  J .  S E L M A N .  ■ 
President of the Joint Convention,

A t t e s t :

J . G .  S i i i u t . u s . /  , ,
, ,  . ■ ,,  • t e l l e r s ,
t v . i  , k  l a  i),  y
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H a ll o f  I he H ouse o f  R epresentatives o f  the S tate o f  Io w a , }
Decem ber 8, 1848. ^

Tliis w ill  certify tha t  at an election by tlie G enera l  A ssem bly  
of the  State of Iowa, in Jo in t  Convention, on T h u rsd ay ,  the 
7th  day of December, A .  D . 1848, George G reen  w as  duly 
elected an Associate Ju s t ic e  of the  Suprem e C ourt  of this 
State.

J O H N  J .  S E L M A N ,  
P res iden t  of the Jo in t  Convention.

A t t e s t :
J  . G . SlIIl; L l ) S .  )  m ' l ,
i v  T, ' > f e l l e r s .
V v .  K e e d ,  \

T he  business for Tvhich the convention met having been t r a n s 
acted, the  Senate re tu rned .

O n motion of M r .  Crawford .
T h a t  portion of the G overnor 's  message, relating to receipts 

and disbursements,
W as re fe rred  to the committee on W ays  and M eans .

O n motion of M r .  B rad ley ,
T h a t  portion of the  G o v e rn o r ’s message relating to schools, 
W  as re fe rred  to the  committee on Schools ;
Also,
T h a t  portion relating to the  penitentiary,
W as  referred  to the committee on Public  Buildings.

On motion of M r .  Crawford ,
T h a t  part  relating to the militia,
M as re fe rred  to the committee on M ili tary  Affairs.

O n motion of M r .  Bradley,
T ha t portion relating to railroads, and the im provem ent of the 

D es M clncs,
W as re fe rred  to th e  committee on In ternal Im provem ents .

On motion of M r .  Shields.
T h e  Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock. P. M ,
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T W O  O ’C L O C K , P. M .

M essage from  the H ouse of R epresen ta tives, by M r. Lefling- 
w ell, ch ie f c le r k :
M r . P residen t— ■

I  am in s tru c ted  to inform  the Senate tha t the H ouse of R ep 
resen ta tives have passed, *

H . R . file, N o. 4, A n  act au thorizing  W illiam  S. Tow nsend 
to k eep  a fe r ry  across the M issou ri r iv e r, at T ra d e r’s Point.

A lso ,
I I .  R . file, N o. 6, A  bill for an act to- incorporate the city 

of K eokuk .
In  all of w h ich  the concurrence of the  Senate is recjuested.
A n d , also, tha t the H ouse have ordered  1,000 copies of the 

rep o rt of the  B oard of P ub lic  W orks to be p rin ted , for the use 
o f the G enera l A ssem bly.

M r . H arb o u r, on leave obtained, in troduced
S enate file, N o. 8, A  bill for an act to  repeal an act entitled 

an act supplem ental to an act establish ing a B oard of Public 
W o rk s , and p rov id ing  for the im provem ent of the D es M oines 
riv e r, approved  F eb ru a ry  5th, 1848.

W hich  w as read  a first and second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r. B radley,

R efe rred  to th e  committee on In te rna l Im provem ents.
M r. W rig h t, on leave obtained, in troduced
Senate file, N o. 9, Jo in t R esolution, ask ing  an appropriation 

to build  a b ridge across the D es M oines r iv e r, on the m ilitary 
road,

W hich  w as read  a first and second tim e, and,
O n his motion,

T h e  13th ru le  w as suspended, said jo in t resolution read a 
th ird  tim e, passed, and title agreed to.

H . R . file, N o. 6, A  bill to incorporate the city of K eokuk,
W as read a first and second time, and.
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O il  motion of M r. Sprott,
R eferred  to a select committee, and
M essrs. E sp y , Sprott, and E ca r w ere  appointed said com* 

m ittee.
On motion of M r. Sanford,

Resolved, T hat the S ecre ta ry  be requested  to fu rn ish  each  
m em ber of the Senate w ith  a copy of the acts, resolutions, and  
mem orials o f the first session of the G enera l A ssem bly , and 
also a copy of the Jou rna l of the ex tra  session of the first G e n 
eral A ssem bly, w

H . Pi. file, N o. 4. A  bill for an act au thorizing W illiam  S. 
T ow nsend to keep  a fe rry  across the M issouri riv e r, at T ra 
d e r 's  Point,

W as read a first and second tim e, and,
On motion of M r. Springer,

Said bill wds am ended as follow s :
In se rt Section 3 ; “  T h is act m ay be altered  or repealed  at 

any tim e, by the G enera l A ssem bly  of this S ta te .”
O n motion of M r. H arbou r,

T he  13th ru le  w as suspended , said bill read a th ird  tim e, p ass
ed , and title  agreed to.

M r. B row ning, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, N o. 10, A  bill for an act au thorizing  the sev era l 

boards of com m issioners of the different counties in  th is S tate, 
to buy and sell rea l estate,

W hich  wras read  a first and second tim e, and,
O n his motion,

L aid  on the table.
M r. E sp y  offered the follow ing resolution :
Resolved, T hat, the  H ouse concurring , R . W . A lb righ t, S ilas 

H eight, and Thom as C. Y oung, be a comm ittee to v is it and e x 
amine the pen iten tiary  of th is S tate, and m ake a rep o rt of its 
situation, in  all respects, to the G eneral A ssem bly , at as early  a 
day as possible.

O n motion of M r. H arbour,
Laid on the table until to-m orrow .

On motion,
T he Senate ad journed until 10 o'clock, to-m orrow  m orning-
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S A T U R D A Y  M O R N IN G , D ecem ber  9, 1848. 

Semite m et p u rsuan t to adjournm ent.
M r. Selman, ( M r .  B row ning having been called to the chair,) 

p resen ted  a petition from John  J .  Shiller, and 50 other citizens 
o f the State of Iow a, praying for a State ro a iflro m  E ddyville, 
in  W apello county, to Bloomfield, in D avis county, 

•W hich-was,
On his motion,

R eferred  to the committee on Roads.
M r. Iloyston offered the following reso lu tion :
Resolved, T h a t th e  committee on th e  Jud ic ia ry  be requested 

to inquire  into the p ropriety  of vacating M onroe C ity, refunding 
th e  money obtained from, and cancelling the obligations given 
by purchasers of lots in said city, and that the committee report 
by bill, or o therw ise.

O n motion of M r. Sanford,
Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.
M r. C raw ford , from the select committee, to whom w as re 

fe rred  the petition  of T . S. W ilson and others, relative to the 
bridges on the m ilitary road, introduced

Senate file, N o. 11, A  bill for an act m aking an appropriation 
to cover, and o therw ise repair, certain  bridges there in  named, 

W hich w as read  a first and second tim e, and,
O n his motion,

R eferred  to the committee on Public  B uildings.
M r. U spy, from the select committee to w hom w as referred  
II . R . file, N o. 6, A  bill for an act to incorporate the city ol 

K eokuk,
R eported  the same back, and recom mended its passage w ith 

out am endm ent.
M r. U spy, from the committee on E nro lled  Bills, reported  

that they had exam ined
Senate file, N o. 2. Jo in t resolution, requesting  our benators
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and R epresen tatives in C ongress, to p rocure  an appropriation  to 
defray  th e  expenses of runn ing  th e  north  and w este rn  bounda
ries of the State of Iow a, and found the same correctly  enrolled .

M r. E sp y , from the select comm ittee to w hom  w as re fe rred ,
Senate file, N o. 6, A  bill for an act to increase th e  num ber of 

jud ic ia l d istric ts ,
R epo rted  the same back, and recom m ended its passage.
M r. B radley moved to lay. said bill on th e  table, un til T h u r s 

day nex t, and that the usual num ber of copies be p rin ted .
T he  yeas and nays being requested , w ere  ordered, and wer.e 

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . A lger, B rad ley , C raw ford , F e a r , H arbou r, 

Jay , R oyston, Shields, S p rin g er, and W h eele r— 10.
N ay s— M essrs . B row ning, Cassady, Cook, E sp y , H ow  el, 

Sanford , W rig h t, and M r. P res id en t— 8.
So said  motion w as adopted.
M r . Shields, w ith  leave, in troduced
Senate file, N o. 12, Jo in t R eso lu tion  to accept a reconnoisance, 

and pre lim inary  su rvey , of the D ubuque and K eokuk  ra ilroad . 
O n motion of M r. Shields.

T he  13th ru le  was suspended , said jo in t reso lu tion  read  a 
th ird  tim e, passed, and! title  agreed to.

M essage from  the H ouse of R ep resen ta tives, by M r . Lcffing- 
w ell, ch ie f c le rk .
M r. President— ■

I  h e re w ith  re tu rn
Senate file, N o. 2, Jo in t R esolu tion  requesting  o u r Senators 

in  C ongress, to p rocure an appropriation , to defray the  expense 
of runn ing  the no rth -w este rn  boundary  of the S tate of Iow a,

T he  same having received  the signature  of (he H ouse  of R e p 
resen ta tives.

O n m otion of M r. E sp y ,
PI. R . file, N o. (>, A  bill for an act to incorporate  the city oi 

K eokuk ,
W as read  a first and second tim e, and,

O n h is motion,
T he 18th ru le  was suspended , said bill read a th ird  time 

passed , and title  agreed to.
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M r. E sp y ’s resolution relative to the appointm ent of a com
mittee'. to v is it the penitentiary , being the special order, w as taken  from the table, and,

O n motion of M r. Cook,
R eferred  to the committee on Public B uildings.

O n motion,
T he Senate adjourned till M onday m orning, 10 o’clock P . M ,

M O N D A Y  M O R N IN C , D ec em u kr  1,1, 1 8 4 8 .  

Senate met p u rsuan t to adjournm ent.
M r . C raw ford  presented  a petition from W m . Philips and 

fo rty -n ine o ther citizens of the State o f Iow a, p ray ing  for a state 
road from  Iowm C ity to E lkador, in  Clayton county— w hich 
w as,

O n h is motion,
R efe rred  to the committee on R oads.
M r . Shields presen ted  a petition from  J . P . Stoughton, and 

fo rty  o ther citizens of B uchanan and D elaw are counties, p ray 
ing  for a state road from  D elhi, in  D elaw are county, to Indepen
dence, county seat of Buchanan county.

O n his motion,
R efe rred  to the committee on Roads.
M r. Shields p resen ted  a petition from H ugh B ow en, and six tv- 

n ine o ther citizens of D ubuque and Jones counties, asking for 
an appropriation  to cover the bridges crossing the N orth and 
South  branches of the M aquoketa riv e r, and the W apsipini- 
eon riv e r.

O n his motion,
R efe rred  to the committee on Public  B uildings.
M r. E sp y  offered the follow ing reso lu tion :
Resolved, T hat the committee on Public  B uildings, to whom 

w as re fe rred  the resolution to appoint a committee to exam-
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ine the P en iten tia ry , be requested  to report at 2  o’clock, P . M . 
this day.

O n motion of M r . Sanford,
Laid on th e  table.
M r. E sp y  offered the follow ing resolution  :
Resolved, T hat the  G overnor be  requested  to fu rn ish  the 

Senate w ith  a copy o f the Jo u rn a l of the p roceedings of the 
comm ittee appointed to d raugh t, rev ise  and p rep a re  a code of 
la w s ;  and also a copy of th e  ru les  and regulations adopted1 by 
said com m ittee, or a m ajority  of them , for the governm ent of 
th e ir deliberations.

T he  question  bciiig upon the adoption of the reso lu tion ,
I t  w as decided in the negative.
T he  P res id en t laid  before the Senate the rep o rt of the State 

T rea su re r, re lative to th e  contingent expenses o f 1848. [S ee  
A p p end ix .]

O n m otion of M r . Shields,
R eferred  to the com m ittee on claims.
T he P res id en t laid before the Senate the annual re p o r t o f the 

S uperin tendan t of P ub lic  Instruction . [S ee  A p p en d ix .]
On motion of M r. B rad ley ,

O rdered , T h a t said rep o rt be laid on the table, and 1000 co
pies be p rin ted  for th e  use  of the Senate.

O n m otion of M r . B row ning,
Senate file, N o. 10, A  bill for an act au thorising  the  Boards 

of Com m issioners of th e  several counties in  th is S tate, to buy 
and sell rea l estate,

W as taken  from  the  table and read  a first tim e, and 
O n m otion of M r. Cook,

R efe rred  to the com m ittee on the Jud ic ia ry , w ith  in structions 
to add a section  legaliz ing  the acts o f Boards of C ounty  Com
m issioners heretofore  made.

O n m otion of M r . B radley ,
T h e  vote taken  on th e  passage of
I I .  R . file, N o. 6 , A  bill for an act to incorporate  the city  of 

K eokuk, w as reconsidered .
O n motion of M r . Sanford,

O rdered , T hat 1000 copies of the report of the Board of Pub-
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lie W orks for the improvement of the Des Moines river, be 
printed ; 700 for the rise of the Senate, and 300 for the use of 
the Board.. [See A ppendix .]

M r. W right, w ith leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 7, A  bill for an act to establish an additional 

election precinct in Van B uren township, in the county of Van 
Buren, Iowa.

On his motion,
R eferred to the delegation from Van Buren county.
M r. Springer, w ith leave obtained, introduced 
Senate fde, No. 13, M emorial to Congress for an appropria

tion of lands to improve the navigation of the Iowa river, 
W hich was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion,
Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.

TW O O’CLOCK, P. M.

The President laid before the Senate the annual report of the 
Lessee of the Penitentiary.

On motion of M r. Sanford,
The Senate resolved itself into a committee ol the whole, M r. 

Cook in the chair, and
A fter some time spent therein, the committee rose, and bj 

their chairman reported the same back, w ith sundry amend
ments.

On motion of M r. Springer,
Said report was referred to the committee on Public Build- 

ings.
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Lefling- 

well, chief clerk.
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M r. President— •

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of R ep
resentatives have passed

H . R. file, No. 10, A  bill for an act to amend an act en ti
tled “ A n act for laying out certain roads therein nam ed/’ ap
proved Feb. lStli, 1848, in which the concurrence of the Senate 
is requested. Also,

Senate resolution for the conference of the standing commit
tees on schools, for the purpose of reporting a bill for a perm a
nent school system.

Also, that the House has passed Senate file, No. 9, Jo in t 
Resolution, asking an appropriation for the purpose of building 
a bridge across the Des Moins river, at the crossing of the mili
tary road.

I herewith return  to the Senate,
H . R. file, No. 6, A  bill for an act to incorporate the city 

of Keokuk.
I herew ith present for your signature,
H . R . file, No. 4, A  bill for an act authorizing W illiam S. 

Townsend to keep a ferry across the M issouri river, at T ra 
der’s P o in t;

The same having passed both Houses of the G eneral A ssem 
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives.

The President laid before the Senate the communication of 
John Brophy, in relation to the selection of saline springs.

On motion of M r. Bradley,
Referred to the committee on Claims.
M r. Bradley presented a bill for services, as attorney, In 

Curtis Bates, Esq., which was,
On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Claims.
The Senate, on motion of M r. Bradley,
Resolved itself into a committee of the whole, for the consid

eration of
II. 11. file, No. (j, A bill for an act to incorporate the city of 

Keokuk, M r. Bradley in the chair, and 
A fter some time spent therein.
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The committee rose, and by their chairman reported the same 
back, w ith the following amendment, viz :

That section 35th, be so amended as to read, “ This act to take 
effect and be in force from and after its passage.”

The question being on concurring in the report of the com
mittee, was decided in the affirmative.

Said bill was read a second time, and.
On motion of M r. Cook,

The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time. 
The question being upon the passage of the bill,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Browning, Cook, Espy, Fear. 

H arbour, Jay , Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, and 
M r. President— 11.

N ays—-M essrs. Cassady, Howel, and W right— 3.
H . R . file, No. 10, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act for laying out and establishing certain roads therein 
named, approved February 18, 1848,

W as read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Cook,

Referred to the committee on Roads.
M r. Browning, with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 14, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act supplemental and amendatory to an act establishing com
mon schools, approved January 16, 1840.

W hich was read a first and second time, and,
On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Schools.
On motion of M r. Harbour,

The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.
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T U E S D A Y  M O R N IN G , D e c e m b e r  12, 1848. 

Senate m et p u rsu an t to adjournm ent.
M r. C raw ford  p resen ted  the petition o f Jo h n  W . C la rk , and 

fifty -four o ther citizens of th is S tate, p ray ing  for a Statu road 
from D elhi, in D elaw are  com ity, to Q uasqueton, in B uchanan 
county.

W hich w as,
O n motion of M r. B rad ley ,

R eferred  to the com m ittee on R oads.
M r. CrawTord also p resen ted  a petition from John  W . C lark , 

and fifty o thers, p ray ing  for a S tate road from  Cascade, in  D u 
buque county, to D elhi, in  D elaw are  county, w h ich  w as,

O n his motion,
R efe rred  to the com m ittee on R oads.
M r. B row ning  offered the follow ing re so lu tion :
Resolved , T h a t the m essage of the G overnor, w ith  th e  accom

panying rep o rt of the lessee of the pen iten tiary , be pub lished  
by one insertion  in the Iow-a C apital R eporter, and Iow a R ep u b 
lican, published  in  Io w a  C ity.

T he  question  being on the adoption of said reso lu tion ,
W  as decided in  the negative.
M r . B rad ley  offered th e  follow ing reso lu tion :
Resolved, T h a t Jo h n  G . N ichols & Co. be em ployed to print; 

four h u nd red  and eighty  copies of the jou rnals of th e  Senate, 
o f the p re sen t session, at the p ric e s  allowred by lawn 

M r. C raw ford  moved to lay said resolution on the table. 
A greed  to.
T he question  then  being  upon the adoption of th e  reso lu tion , 
I t  w as decided in the affirm ative.
M r. W  righ t, from the select committee to wThom w as re fe rre d  
Senate file, N o. 7, A  bill for an act to establish  an additional 

election prec inct in V an  B uren  tow nship , in  V an B u rcn  county, 
lo  w a

ft



JOUltAAL ()1

R e p o r t e d  t h e  s a m e  bad;; ,  a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d  i t s  p a s s a g e .

T h e  q u e s t io n  ( h e n  b e i n g  u p o n  c o n c u r r i n g  in  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  

c o m m i t t e e ,

J t  w a s  d e c id e d  i n  t h e  a f f i rm a t iv e .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  t h e n  p u t .

■■ S h a l l  t h e  b i l l  p a s s  b ”

A n d  w a s  d e c id e d  i n  t h e  a f f i rm a t iv e .  a n d  t i t le  a g r e e d  to.

M r .  B r a d l e y ,  f r o m  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  011 t h e  J u d i c i a r y ,  to  w h o m  
w a s  r e f e r r e d

T h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a p p o in t e d  to  d r a f t ,  r e v i s e ,  a n d  

p r e p a r e  a  code  o f  l a w s ,  m a d e  t h e  f o l lo w in g

It E P O It T ■;

T h e  c o m m i t t e e  011 t h e  J u d i c i a r y ,  to w h o m  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t h e  

f e p o r t  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a p p o i n t e d  b y  a n  a c t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I o w a ,  o f  J a n u a r y  t h e  2 5 t h ,  1 8 4 8 ,  “ to  d r a f t ,  r e 

v i s e  a n d  p r e p a r e  a  c o d e  o f  l a w s  f o r  t h i s  S t a t e , ”  r e s p e c t f u l l y  

s u b m i t  t h e  f o l lo w in g  r e p o r t ,  v i z  :

T h e  s u b j e c t  i n v o l v e s  m u c h  t h a t  is  o f  v i t a l  i n t e r e s t  to  t h e  c i t 

i z e n s  o f  t h e  S t a t e .  T h e  r e v i s i n g  c o m m i t t e e  "nave b e e n  a p p o in t e d  

for" th e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  a  d u t y ,  t h e  fu l l  a n d  f a i t h fu l  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  

w h i c h ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e q u i r e d  o f  t h o s e  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  it , d i l i -  

i i e n c e ,  p a t i e n c e ,  p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  a n d  h i g h  l e g a l  a t t a i n m e n t .— • 

W e  d e e m  i t  j u s t  to  s a y  o f  th e  p e r s o n s  c o m p o s in g  t h e  c o m m it te e  

o f  r e v i s i o n ,  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  o u r  h i g h e s t  c o n f id e n c e  in  t h e i r  a b i l -  

t y  a n d  d e s i r e  to  r e f l e c t  h o n o r  u p o n  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  c o n f e r  e n d u 

r i n g  b e n e f i t  u p o n  t h e  S ta te ,  b y  p e r f o r m i n g  th e  h i g h  d u t y  a s s i g n e d  

t h e m ,  in  t h e  b e s t  m a n n e r  p o s s ib le ,  a n d  w i t h  all  p r o p e r  d i s p a t c h .  

T o  t h e m ,  a n d  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  o f  o u r  y o u n g ,  f e r t i l e ,  a n d  f a i r  

S t a t e  d o e s  o u r  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u la t i o n ,  w i t h  i n t e n s e  i n t e r 

e s t .  lo o k  w i t h  h o p e  a n d  c o n f id e n c e  l o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  m a i n -  

t a i n a n e e  a n d  p e r m a n e n c y '  o f  c iv i l  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  s e c u r i t y ,  by  

t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  e n a c t m e n t  o f  s u c h  a  c o d e  o f  l a w s  as  w i l l  

b e  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  day  in  w h i c h  w e  l iv e ,  

a n d  lay  a  sa fe  a n d  f i rm  f o u n d a t i o n  fo r  t h e  f u t u r e .  W e  f e e l  a s 

s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  h o n o r a b l e  c o m m it te e ,  w h o s e  r e p o r t  w e  h a v e  c a r e 

f u l l y  e x a m i n e d  a n d  c o n s i d e r e d ,  e n t e r t a i n  a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  v i e w  o f  

i ts  p o s i t io n  in  t h e  r e l a t i o n  it  s u s t a in s  to  t h e  S t a t e ;  a n d  th a t  th e
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persons composing it, feel themselves actuated by a sincere de
sire to perform the task en trus ted  to them, as w ell and speedily  
as its importance will allow. T o  collect the material necessary  
for such a w ork ,  requires  g reat labor and m uch  research ,  d irec t
ed by an enlightened judgm ent,  and experience. T o  adjust and 
harmoniously arrange the matter collected, into a perfect system, 
is the  w o rk  of a master statesman and ju r is t ,  possessed of lights 
both old and new . T o  urge  hasty  action on the committtee, or , ' 
call for the work, already done in  an unfinished condition, in o r 
d e r  to complete it by the ordinary  process in legislation, w ould  
only th w a r t  the Legisla tu re  in the  accomplishment of the design 
w h ic h  induced the appointment of the committee of revision.
By gran t ing  fu r ther  and full time to 1he committee to finish their  
w o rk ,  no additional expense will  be incurred  by the State.

I t  is therefore  the opinion of this committee, that the  Commit
tee  of Revision,, on the criminal and civil code, have  fu r ther  time 
to repor t .

In  accordance w ith  the views above expressed ,  and to carrv  
out the  purpose  by the proper  acts of legislation, this committee 
respectfu l ly  recommend the passage of the following r e s o lu 
tions, v iz :

1st .. Resolved,, by the General A ssem bly o f  the SI ale o f  la v a .
T h a t  w h en  this legislative assembly adjourn, it will adjourn  sine 
die.

2 d . Resolved , T h a t  the committee appointed by the  last L e g 
is lative A ssem bly  to draft,  rev ise  and p re p a re  a code of laws 
for the State of Iowa, have fu r th e r  time to report ,  and that they 
are  hereby  requested  to notify the G overnor  of this State of 
th e i r  p repara tion  and readiness to repor t  as soon as practicable, 
and tha t  as soon thereafter, as may be convenient, he be re q u es t 
ed  to convene the G enera l  A ssem bly , in o rder to receive  and 
set upon  the code then repor ted  by the Commissioners .

T h e  question  being upon concurr ing  in the r e p o r t  of the 
committee,

W as decided in the affirmative.
O n motion of M r..  Sanford,

O rdered , that 500 copies of the  report of said committee be 
prin ted  for the use of the Senate.
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Senate file, N o. 16, Jo in t R esolution accom panying said re -  
port, ' „

W as read  a first and second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r. B row ning,

T h e  13th ru le  w as suspended, said jo in t resolution read a th ird  
tim e, passed , and title  agreed to.

M r . E sp y , on leave obtained, in troduced 
Senate file, N o. 15, A  bill for an act establish ing  a ferry  

across th e  D es M oines riv e r, at B oatm an’s mill,
W hich  w as read a first and second tim e, and,

O n motion 6f M r. B radley,
R efe rred  to the committee on C orporations.
M r . Sanford introduced
S enate file, N o. 17, A  bill 1'or an act rela tive to the peniten

tia ry .
Said b ill w as read  a first and second tim e, and ,

O n motion of M r. H arbour,
R efe rred  to the committee on Public  B uild ings, w ith  in struc

tions to rep o rt to-m orrow .
M r . R oyston, w ith  leave, in troduced
Senate file, N o. 18, Jo in t R esolution  for a construction of the 

law  g ran ting  lands for the im provem ent of the D es M oines 
r iv e r,

W hich  w as re a d  a first and second tim e, and 
M r . Sanford moved to amend, by strik in g  out the w ord, “ G ov

e rn o r ,”  and in se rt the w ords “ S ecre tary  of S late .”
A g reed  to.

O n motion of M r. W righ t,
T h e  13th ru le  w as suspended, said jo in t resolution read a 

th ird  tim e, passed, and title agreed to.
M r . Ja y  offered the following reso lu tion :
Resolved, T he  H ouse concurring , tha t the G eneral Assem bly 

ad journ  sine die on the 21st inst.
O n m otion of M r. Sanford,

L aid  on the table.
M r . W rig h t p resen ted  the claim of the estate of Samuel C. 

R eed , for supplies furnished, per order of the M arshall of the 
T e rrito ry  of Iow a.
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On motion of Mr.. W right,
Referred to the committee on Claims.
M r. E spy, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for an appropriation to 

improve the Des Moines and Rock river rapids in the M issis
sippi river.

On motion of M r. Sanford,
R eferred to the committee on the Judiciary, w ith instructions 

to draft a memorial.
On motion of M r. Royston,

The resolution requesting the committee on the Judiciary  to 
inquire into the propriety of vacating Monroe City, &c.,

Was taken from the table, and,
On motion of M r. Cook,

Said resolution was adopted.
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M .

TW O  O ’CLOCK, P . M.

M r. Cook, moved that the vote had upon the passage of
Senate file, No. 10, Joint Resolution accompanying the re 

port of the committee on the Judiciary,
To whom was referred the report of the committee appointed 

to draft, revise, and prepare a code of laws, be reconsidered.
Upon this question,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Cook, 

E spy, F ear, Harbour, Howel, Jay , Shields, Springer, Sprott, 
W heeler, W right, and M r. P resident— 16.

N ays— M essrs. Crawford and Sanford— 2.
So said question was decided in the affirmative.
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M essage from the H ouse of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
w ell ,  chief clerk.
M r .  P residen t— ■

I  am directed, by the H ouse  of R epresentatives,  to inform the 
Senate ,  that the H ouse lias passed

I I .  R . file, No. 23, A  bill for an act to amend the charter of 
the  city of Burlington.

Also ,
H .  R . file, No. 15, Jo in t  Resolution asking a donation of 

land for the improvement of the M usca tine  Island.
Also ,
H .  R. file, No. 18, Jo in t Resolution reques ting  our Senators 

and Representatives in Congress, to p rocure  an appropriation to 
pay the citizens of Iowa, for services rendered  in the Missouri 
w a r-

In  all of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully 
asked.

I  h e rew ith  present for yo u r  signature,
I I .  R . file, No. 6, A n  act to incorporate the city of Keokuk,
T h e  same having passed both houses of the General A ssem 

bly , and received the signature of the S peaker  of the House of 
R epresen ta tives .

M r .  C rawford, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom 
w as re fe rred

Senate  file, No. 15, A  bill for an act creating a ferry across 
th e  D es Moines r iver  at Boatman’s mill,

R eported  the same back, w ith  the following amendm ent: 
S tr ik e  out “ tw o ,”  in section 2d, and inser t  “ one.”

T h e  question being upon concurr ing  in the report of the 
committee,

W a s  decided in the affirmative.
M r .  Cook moved to lay said bill and repor t  on the table.
U p on  this question,
T h e  yeas and nays being requested, w ere  ordered, and w ere  

as follow’s :
Y eas— M essrs .  A lger,  Bradley, Browning, Coak, Harbour, 

Ja y ,  Royston, Sprinsrer, W heele r ,  W righ t,  and M r .  President 
— 1 1 .
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N ay s— M essrs .  Cassady, Crawford , E spy ,  F e a r ,  I lo w e l ,  
Sanford, Shields, and S p ro t t— 8. *

So it, was decided to lay on the table.
Senate file, No. 13, M em oria l  to Congress for an  appropriation 

to improve the Iow a river,
Beimr in order ,
W as read a th ird  time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 6, A  bill for an act to increase the num ber of 

judicial districts ,
Being the  special order,

, W as taken  from the table, and read a second time.
M r .  S p ringer  moved to re fe r  said bill to (he committee on the 

J  udiciary.
T he  yeas and nays w e re  reques ted ,  and being ordered, w ere  

as follows :
Y eas— M e ssrs .  Bradley, Cook, Crawford, E sp y ,  H a rb o u r ,  

Shields, S pringer ,  Sprott,  W h ee le r ,  and M r .  P res iden t— 10.
N ay s—M e s s r s .  A lge r ,  B row ning, Cassady, F e a r ,  H ow cl,  

Jay ,  Royston, Sanford, and W right— 9.
M r .  A lge r  moved that the resolution offered by M r .  Bradley , 

employing Nichols &  Co. to p r in t  480 copies of the jou rna ls  of 
the Senate, at its p resen t  session, be recinded.

Tjpon this question, the yeas and nays w ere  reques ted ,  and 
being ordered, w e re  as iollows :

Y eas— M essrs .  A lger ,  Cassady, Crawford. E sp y ,  F e a r ,  H a r 
bour, Ilovvel, Royston, Shields, and M r .  P res iden t.— 10.

N ay s— M ess rs .  B radley , B row ning, Cook, Ja y ,  Sanford, 
Springer,  Sprott,  W heeler.  and W righ t— 9.

So said resolution was recinded.
H .  R. file, N o 15, Jo in t  Resolution asking ail appropriation  

of land to im prove the M usca t ine  Island,
Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r .  A lge r ,
Ordered to a th i rd  reading to-morrow.
H . R. tile, No. 18. Jo in t  Resolution requesting  our Senators 

and Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriation to 
pay the citizens of Iowa, for services rendered  in the M issour i  
war.
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W as read  a first and second tim e, and 
O n motion of M r . B row ning,

O rdered  to a th ird  read ing  to-m orrow .
M essage from th e  H ouse of R epresen ta tives, by M r. Leffing- 

w ell, ch ief c lerk .
M r .  P residen t—

I  h e rew ith  re tu rn  to the Senate, Senate file N o. 16, Jo in t R es- ' 
olu tion , accom panying th e  rep o rt of the com m ittee of revision 
of th e  L aw s.

H . R . file, N o. 23 , A  bill for an act to am end the charter of 
th e  city  of B urlington,

W as read  a first and second tim e, and 
O n motion of M r. Browming,

R eferred  to the delegation from  D es M oines county.
Senate file, N o. 16, Jo in t R esolution, accom panying the re 

p o rt of the com m ittee on the Ju d ic ia ry , to w hom  w as referred  
th e  rep o rt of the comm itee of R evision, being in  order,

M r. Cook moved to re fe r said jo in t resolu tion  to a select 
com m ittee.

D isagreed  to.
M r . Cook moved to lay said jo in t resolu tion  on the table till 

to-m orrow  m orning.
D isagreed  to.
M r . S p ringer m oved to lay said jo in t resolu tion  on the table 

till to-m orrow  afternoon.
D isagreed  to . »

O n motion of M r . B row ning,
T h e  Senate reso lved  itse lf into a comm ittee of th e  w hole, for 

the consideration of said jo in t resolution, M r. B row ning in  the 
chair, and

A fte r  some tim e spen t therein ,
T h e  comm ittee rose, and by the ir chairm an reported  the same 

back w ithout am endm ent thereto , and asked the concurrence of 
the Senate th ere in .

T he  question being upon concurring  in  the rep o rt of the com
m ittee,

W a s  decided in  the affirmative.
.Mr. Cook moved to amend said jo in t resolution. 1>\ striking
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out the words, “sine die,” end insert ihe words “ on the 1st 
Monday in November next,’’

Upon which.the yeas and nays w ere requested, and being 
ordered, w ere as follows :

Yeas— M essrs. Cook, Springer, and M r. P residen t— 3.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Browning:, Cassady, C raw 

ford, Espv, Fear, Harbour, H ow el, Jay, Royslon, Sanford, 
Shields, Sprott, W heeler and W right— lb'.

So said amendment was disagreed to.
On motion of M r. Bradlev.

Said joint resolution was ordered to a th ird  reading to-mor
row.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock. A. 31., to-morrcw.

W ED N ESD A Y  M O R N IN G , D j :c i :m iu :k  13, 1843.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. Browning, from the select committee to whom W a s re 

ferred,
H . R. file. No. 25, A  bill for an act to amend the charter of 

the city of Burlington,
Reported the same back with an additional section.
The question being upon concurring in the report of the com

mittee,
Was decided in the affirmative, and.

On motion of M r. Brorvning,
Ordered to be read a third time to-morrow.
M r. Cassady, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 

was referred
Senate tile, No. 6, A  bill 1’or an act to increase the num ber of 

judicial districts,
Reported the same back, with the following amendment,

7
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S trik e  out;, in  section 5, the w ords, “ w hich is, or shall be 
attached to  any of them , for jud icial p u rp o s e s /’ and insert the 
w ords “ ly ing  W e s t.”

T he question  being on concurring  in  th e  report of the com
m ittee ,

I t was decided in the affirmative.
M r. H arbour moved to am end said bill, by strik ing  out the 

w o rd s , “ and all the te rrito ry  ly ing w e s t.”
M essage from the H ouse of R epresen tatives, by M r. Leffing- 

w ell, chief c le rk  :
■ M r .  President—

I  he rew ith  re tu rn
Senate file. N o. 18, M em orial and jo in t resolution to Congress, 

asking fo r th e ir construction of the act appropriating  lands for 
the im provem ent of the D es M oines riv e r,

T he same having  passed the H ouse of R epresentatives.
I am d irected  to inform the Senate, that th e  H ouse of R epre

sentatives has passed
H . R . file, N o. 7, A  bill i'or an act au thorizing  John  A . M c

Farland , his he irs  and assigns, to establish and keep  a f'errv 
across the M ississipp i riv e r, at .the tow n of M ontrose, in  the 
county of L ee, and State of Iow a.

A lso,
H„ R . file, N o. 16, A bill for an act au thorizing the county 

com m issioners to build  a court house on the public square, in 
the tow n  of Fairfield , in Jefferson county.

A lso,
H . R . file, N o. 17, A  bill for an act authorizing G eorge Keil 

to  keep a w h arf boat at F o rt M adison.
In  w hich the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

On motion of M r. Sanford,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, F. M .
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M essage from the H ouse of R epresen ta tives, by M r . Lef- 
flngwell, ch ie f c le rk  ;
M r. President— ■

I h e rew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, N o. IS,  M em orial to C ongress, for an ap p ro p ria 

tion of lands to im prove the navigation of the Iow a riv e r.
A lso,
Senate file, N o 7, A  hill for an ^ct to establish  an add itional 

election p recinct in  V an  B uren  tow nship , in  th e  county  of \  an- 
B uren , Iow a.

I  am directed  to inform  the Senate that the H ouse  of R e p re 
sentatives has passed

IT. R . tile, N o. 11, A  bill for an act to p rese rv e  the p u rity  of 
elections.

In  w h ich  the concurrence of the Senate is l’esncclfa lly  r e 
quested .

T h e  question  being  upon the am endm ent p roposed  by M r. 
H a rb o u r to

Senate file, N o. 6 , A  bill for an act to increase the  num ber of: 
jud icial d istric ts ,

A  call o f the Senate w as had, w hen it appeared that M r. San
fo rd  w as absent.

M r . Sanford appearing , the fu r th e r call w as suspended , and 
, T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested , aud  being ordered , w ere  

as follow s :
Y eas— M essrs . C assady, C raw ford, E sp y , F e a r , H arbou r, 

H ow el, R oyston, Shields, and M r. P re s id en t— 9.
N ays— M essrs . A lg er, B radley, B row ning, Cook, Jay , .San

ford, S p ringer, Spro tt, W heeler, and W high t— 10.
M r. B radley  m oved to amend said bill, by s trik in g  out “ M u s 

catine” from the fourth judicial d istric t, and adding it to the
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second, and s tr iking out “ Pow eshiek  and Tam a”  irom the 5th 
judic ia l district,  and adding it to the 4th.

D isagreed  to.
M r .  Bradley moved to s tr ike  out “ C edar”  from the fourth 

judic ia l district,  and add it to the second.
U pon this question the yeas and nays being requested, w ere  

ordered, and w ere  as follows :
Y eas— M essrs .  Bradley, Crawford , H arbour.  Howel, W h e e 

ler and M r .  P res iden t— fa'.
N a y s— M essrs .  A lger,  Browning-, Cassady, Cook, Espy , Fear,  

Royston, Sanford, Shields, Sprotl,  and W rig h t— 12.
So said motion was disagreed to.
M r .  H aabour moved to. s t r ike  out the word “ P o w esh iek”  

from the 5th judicial district,  and add it the 3d.
Disagreed to.
M r .  Springer  moved to amend said bill, by adding to the 5th 

judicial district,  “ the county of Pottawatamie.”
U pon which the yeas and nays w ere  requested, and being o r

dered, w ere  as follows :
Y eas— M essrs .  Browning, Cook, Jay ,  Sanford, Springer, 

Sprott,  W hee le r ,  and W rig h t— 8.
N ays— M e s s rs . -A lg e r ,  Bradley , Cassady, Espy, Fear,  H a r 

bour, H owel,  Royston, Shields, and M r .  Pres iden t.— 11.
So said amendment was d isagreed to.
M r .  Sanford moved that said bill be engrossed and read a 

th ird  time to-morrow..
U pon this question the 'yeas  and nays being requested, w ere 

ordered, and w ere  as follows :
Yeas— M essrs .  A lger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Jay , Sprott, apd. 

IV r ight— 7.
N ay s— Messrs..  Browning, Crawford, Fear ,  Harbour,  H o w  

el, Royston, Shields, Springer,  W heeler ,  and M r .  President— 11.
So said motion was disagreed to.
M essrs .  Cook and W righ t,  from the minority of the commit

tee on Corporations, to whom was referred
Senate file, No. 15, A  bill for an act to establish a ferry 

across the Des Moines r iv e r ,a t  Boatman's mill.
Submitted the following
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f t  E  P  0  R  T  :

T he undersigned, m em bers of the comm ittee on Inco rpo ra
tions, to whom w as re fe rred  “ A n  act to establish  a ferrv  at 
Boatm an’s M ill, on the D es M oines riv e r, in  L ee  coun ty ,”  
w ould respectfu lly  report— T h a t the comm ittee, having had the 
said act under consideration, and a m ajority  of said comm ittee 
having made one am endm ent and reported  the bill back, w ith  a 
recom m endation tha t it pass ; and as the m inority  of tha t com
m ittee deem it en tirely  unnecessary  to legislate upon  th e  sub 
ject:, they  ask  to submit, the follow ing facts as the basis of the ir 
conclusion :

T he  L egisla tu re  of the late T e rr i to ry  of Iow a, passed  “ A n  act 
to regulate F e rr ie s ,”  w hich  w as approved the 16th of F eb ru a ry , 
1843, and is now in force. I t  w ill be seen by re fe rence  to th is 
law , that the L eg isla tu re  not only in tended to p ro tect the c iti
zens from  im position, by exclusive p riv ileges, bu t also, to m ake 
it a source of revenue to the various counties th rough  w hich  
navigable stream s pass. Y our comm ittee deem it u n ju s t, then, 
tha t the L eg isla tu re  should g ran t an exclusive p riv ilege  to one 
man, w hile others are  com pelled to pay for tha t p riv ilege .

Y our committee, therefo re , recom m end an indefinite post
ponem ent of said bill.

R espectfu lly  subm itted,
G . C. W R IG H T , 
J O H N  P . C O O K .

O n motion of M r. Sprott,
Said rep o rt wras laid on the tabic.
M r. H arb o u r gave notice, tha t on to-m orrow , or some sub 

sequent day, he would ask  leave to in troduce a bill, to define 
the boundaries of th e  first congressional d is tric t.

M r. Hovvel, from  the com m ittee on Roads, to wdiom w as re - 
. fe rred  the petition of Jo h n  W . C lark  and others, asking for a 
Stale road from D elhi, in  D elaw are  county, to Independence, in  
B uchanan eounty, reported

Senate file, No. 20, A  bill for an act to establish  a S tate road 
from D elhi, in D elaw are eounty, to Independence, in Buchanan, 
countv,
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W hich was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r. Shields,

O rdered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution accompanying the report 

of the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
report of the revising committee, coming up in order,

M r. Espy moved to refer said joint resolution to,a committee 
of five,

Upon which the yeas and nays w ere requested, and being- 
ordered, w ere as follows :

Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Cook, Espy,.H arbour, Shields, Spring
er, and Mr., P resident— 7.

N ays— M essrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Crawford, 
Fear, Howel,. Jay , Royston, Sanford, Sprott, W heeler and 
W right—-10.

So said motion was disagreed to.
The question being upon the passage of said joint resolution, 
By the consent of the Senate, a division of the question was 

had.
The question then being upon.the passage of the first section 

of said joint resolution,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Alger,. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Craw

ford, Espy, Fear, Harbour, Howel, Jay , Royston, Sanford, 
Shields, Springer, Sprott, W heeler, W right and M r. President 
— 18.

Nays— M r. Cook— 1.
The question then being taken upon the passage of the 2nd 

section of said joint resolution,
The yeas and nays were requested,, and being ordered,, were 

as follows : ,
M essrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Crawford, Fear, How

el, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott and W heeler— 12., 
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Cook, Espy, Harbour, W right and. 

M r. President— 6“.
So said joint resolution was passed.
M r. Cook moved to amend the title of said joint resolution,.
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by striking out all after the word “ resolution,” and inserting the 
words ‘-'an excuse for calling an extra session of the General 
Assem bly,”

Upon which the yeas and nays w ere requested, and being 
ordered, w ere as follows :

Yeas— M essrs. Cook and M r. P residen t—2.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Espy, 

Fear, H arbour, IIow cl, Jay , Koyston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, 
W heeler and W right— 16.

So said amendment was disagreed to, and 
The question being upon agreeing to the title of said joint 

resolution, was decided in the affirmative.
II. R. file, No. 15, Jo in t Resolution, asking a grant of land 

for the improvement of the M uscatine Island, being in order, 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
II. R. file, No. 18, Joint Resolution, requesting our Senators 

and Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriation to 
pay the citizens of Iowa, for services rendered in the M issouri 
w ar, being in order,

W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
H . It. file, No. 7, A  bill to authorize J .  H . M cFarland, his 

heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry  across the M is
sissippi river, at the town of Montrose, in the county of Lee and 
State of Iowa,

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of M r. Sprottt,

Referred to the committee on Incorporations.
H . R. file, No. 16, A  bill for an act authorizing the Board of 

commissioners to build a court-house on the public square, in 
the town of Fairfield, in Jefferson oounty, or elsewhere,
. Was react a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r. Browning,
Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the 

special order for to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 17, A  bill for an act to authorize Geo. Keil to 

keep a w harf boat at Fort Madison,
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r. Espy,
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R eferred  to a committee o f th ree , and
M essrs . E sp y , Sprott and C raw ford, w ere  appointed said com

m ittee.
H . R . file, N o. 11, A  bill for an act to p reserv e  the purity  of 

elections,w as read  a first and second time, and 
O n m otion of M r. B row ning,

R efe rred  to a committee of the w hole Senate, and made the 
special o rder of the day for Friday' nex t.

M r . Cook p resen ted  the petition  of Isaac L ich tbarger and 90 
o ther citizens of the S tate ol Iow a, asking for a State road from 
C cuar R apids, in L inn  county, to  M arengo, in  Iow a county.

O n his motion,
R efe rred  to the committee on Roads.

O n motion.
T he Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock. A . M ., to-m orrow .

T H U R S D A Y  M O R N IN G , D e c e m b e r  14, 1S48. 

Senate met pursuan t to adjournm ent.
M r. S p rin g e r p resen ted  the petition of F red e rick  Schw abe 

and 120 o thers, c itizens of the State of Iow a, p raying that the 
G enera l A ssem bly  of th is State should specify no interm ediate 
po in t south  of Ioiva city , in  th e ir memorial to Congress, for an 
appropria tion  to aid in the construction of a R ailroad from D u 
B uque to K eokuk , w hich w as,

O n his motion,
L aid  on the table.
M r. Shields, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, N o. 21, Jo in t R esolution, asking an appropriation 

to im prove the H arbor at D u B uque,
W hich  w as read  a first and second time, and 

On his motion,
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O rdered to a third reading to-morrow.
M r. Sanford, from the committee 011 Public Buildings, to 

whom was referred
Senate file, No. 17, A  bill for an act relative to the Penitentiary.
Reported the same back w ith sundry amendments thereto, and 

asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.
The question being on concurring in the report of the com

mittee.
W as decided in the affirmative.
M r. Harbour moved to fill the blank in the first section, with 

the name of A . H. Haskill, accompanied by a recommendation 
therefor, signed by M r. Reno and 20 others.

M essrs. Espy, Sanford, Harbour, W heeler, and F ear w ere 
appointed said committee.

M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
well, chief clerk.
M r. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of R ep re
sentatives has passed

II. R . file, No. 32, A  bill for an act to authorize W illiam P. 
W ilson to keep a ferry across the Des Moines river, at M on
terey.

A nd that the House has passed
Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution to accept a reconnoisancc 

and preliminary survey of the Dubuque and K eokuk railroad,
W ith the following amendment: insert after the figures 1848, 

“ provided, however, that in the permanent location of said road, 
Jefferson county may, if  found practicable, be substituted for 
H enry  county.”

In  all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
M r. E spy gave notice that, on to-morrow, or some subsequent 

day, he would ask leave to introduce,
A  bill for an act to provide for the completion of the Iowa 

penitentiary, and for the appointment of a superintendant.
M r. Crawford, from the committee on Claims, to w-hom was 

referred the claim of John Brophy, for a further compensation 
for services rendered in locating the salt springs.

Submitted the following 
8
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R E P O R T :

The committee on Claims, to whom was referred the petition 
of John Brophy, asking for additional pay, to the amount of 
three hundred and fifty-five dollars, as agent for the State, in the 
selection of the salt springs, and land contiguous, have instruct
ed me to report, that they have had the same under considera
tion, and have given the subject as full and as careful an exam
ination as was possible under the circumstances. Your com
mittee are of opinion that M r. Brophy has not received a suffi
cient compensation for his services, and-would recommend that 
lie be allowed the sum of two hundred dollars, as a further 
consideration for his services as such agent, and would respect
fully recommend the adoption of the following jo in t resolution: 

Resolved, by Ike General Assembly o f  the Stale o f Iowa, That 
the T reasurer of the State be authorized to pay John Brophy, 
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
the sum of two hundred dollars, for services as commissioner to 
locate salt springs.

-The question being on concurring in the report of the com
mittee, was decided-in the affirmative.

Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution to allow John Brophy 
a further compensation for services in the selection of salt 
springs-,

Accompanying said report,
W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Springer,
Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.
M r. Cook, from the committee on Roads, to whom was re

ferred the petition of Isaac Lightbarger and others, praying for 
a road from Cedar Rapids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa 
county,

Reported
Senate file, No. 23, A bill to establish a State road from Ce

dar Rapids, in L inn county, to Marengo, in Iowa county.
W hich was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of IVJr. Cook,
O rdered  to a th ird  reading to-morrow.
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M r. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred

Senate file. No. 10, A  bill for an act authorizing the boards 
of commissioners of the different counties in this State, to buy 
and. sell real estate,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments, and asked 
the concurrence of the Senate therein.

The question being on concurring in the report of th e  com
mittee, was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of M r. Cook,
Laid on the table and made subject to  the order of the Senate. 
The President laid before the Senate, the report of the Gov

ernor, relative to contingent expenses. [See A ppendix .]
On motion of M r. Sanford,.

Referred to the committee on W ays and M eans.
II. R . file, No. 16, A  bill for an act to authorize the commis

sioners of Jefferson county, to build a court house on the pub
lic square, in the town of Fairfield, or elsew here,

Being the. special order,
The Senate resolved itself into a. committee of the whole, 

M r. W heeler in the chair,
And after some time spent, therein, the committee rose, and 

by their chairman,
Reported the same back w ith sundry amendments thereto, and 

asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.
The question being on concurring in the report of the com

mittee,
Was decided in  the affirmative.

On motion ol’ M r. Howel,
Said bill, with the amendments,
Was referred to the committee, on the Judiciary,

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.
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II . 11. file, N o. 23 , A  bill for an act to amend the  charter of 
th e  city  of B urlington,

W  as read  a th ird  tim e, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate fde, N o. 20, A  bill for an act to establish  a  State road 

from D elhi, in D elaw are  county, to Independence, in  Buchanan 
county.

W as read a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.
I I .  R , fde, N o, 23, A  bill for an act to establish a fe rry  across 

the D es M oines r iv e r, a t M onterey , in  L ee county,
W’as read a first and second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. Cook,
L aid  on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.
Senate file, N o, 12, Jo in t Resoluion, to accept a reconnoisance 

and prelim inary  su rv ey  of the D ubuque and K eokuk  Railroad, 
w as read , as amended by the H ouse.

M r. S p ringer moved to lay said jo in t resolution on the table 
un til to-m orrow  m orning.

D isagreed  to.
M r. Springer moved to amend the amendm ent, by strik ing  

out the w ord  “ practicab le ,”  and inserting  “ p referab le .” 
D isagreed  to.
T he  question then  being on concurring  in  the amendment 

made byr the H ouse.w as decided in the affirm ative.
O n motion of M r. B radley,

T he  resolution  offered by M r. Jay , w as taken  from the table 
and read  as follows :

Resolved, By the Senate, the H ouse concurring, that the two 
H ouses w ill adjourn, sine die,, on the 21st insf.

T h e  question being upon the adoption of said resolution,
W as decided in the affirmative.

On motion of M r. E spy .
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Senate file, No. 15, A bill for an act to establish a ferry  across 
the Des Moines river, at Boatman’s mill,

Was taken from the table, and read a first and second time. 
M r. Cook moved the indefinite postponement of said bill, 
Upon which the yeas and nays w ere requested, and being 

ordered, w ere as follows :
Yeas—.M essrs. Bradley, Browning, Cook, F ear, Jay , Shields, 

W heeler and W right— 8.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Crawford, E spy, Howel, 

H arbour, Royston, Springer,. Sprott, and M r. P resident— 10.
So said motion was disagreed to.
M r. Sprott moved that said bill be ordered to a th ird  reading 

to-morrow.
Disagreed to.
M r. Espy moved, that the 13th ru le be suspended, and said 

bill read a third time now.
Disagreed to.

On motion of M r. Cook,
Said bill was ordered to a th ird  reading day after to-m orrow . 
M r. Howel, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 24, A  bill for an act for a State road therein 

named.
On motion of M r. Cook,

O rdered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
M r. W right offered the following resolution :
Resolved,, That the Register of the land office in this city, be 

respectfully requested to furnish the Senate a copy of any cor
respondence, which he may have had with the T reasury  D e
partment of the United States, in relation to the selection of the 
five sections of land appropriated by congress, for the benefit of 
the capitol of this State.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, A . M . to-morrow.
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FR ID A Y  M O R N IN G , D e c e m b e r  15, 1848.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. W right presented the petition of A ndrew  Abrams, and 

160 others, praying for a State road from Keosauqua, in Van 
B uren county, to M t. Pleasant, in H enry county.

On his motion,
Referred to the committee on Roads.
M r. A lger presented the petition of Wm. Evans, and 26 oth

ers, praying for a State road from Davenport, in Scott county, 
to Iowa City.

On his motion,
‘ Referred to the committee on Roads.

M r. Espy, w ith leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress, for the improve

ment of the navigation of Skunk river.
On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Internal Improvement.
M r. Cassady, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 26, Memorial for an additional land office, in 

the State of Iowa.
On his motion,

Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
M r. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills.
Reported
Senate file, No. 1, A n act granting certain rooms in the capi- 

tol for the use of the United States courts.
Senate file, No. 7, An act to establish an additional election 

precinct, in V an B uren township, in V an Buren county, Iowa.
Senate file, No. 9, Joint Resolution asking an appropriation to 

build a bridge across the Des Moines river, at the point where 
the military road crosses the same.

Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congress for an appropriation 
to improve the Iowa river. And,
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Senate file, No. 18, Memorial to Congress for the construc
tion of the act appropriating lands for the improvement of the 
Des Moines river,

As correctly enrolled.
T he P resident laid before the Senate, a communication, and 

the accompanying evidence, in  relation to the right of the Hon. 
Barney Royston, to a seat in  this body, as senator from the d is
trict composed of the counties of W appelo and M onroe.

On motion of M r. W right, .
R eferred to the select committee heretofore appointed for the 

consideration of said subject.
M r. Cassady, w ith leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a mail route,
W hich was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,
T he 13th ru le was suspended, said Join t Resolution read a 

third time, passed, and title agreed to.
M r. Cook, on leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 28, A  bill to authorize Wm. G reen to improve 

the Cedar R iver, by building a dam and lock.
W hich wras, t

On his motion,
R eferred to the committee on Corporations.
M r. Sanford, w ith leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 29, A  bill for an act and ordinance accepting 

the propositions made by Congress, on the admission of Iow aas 
a State into the Union.

W hich was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Bradley,

Referred to the committee on Federal Relations.
Senate file, No. 24, A  bill for an act for a State road therein 

named,
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 21, Jo in t resolution relative to the im prove

ment of the harbour at Dubuque,
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 28, A  bill to establish a State road from Cedar 

Rapids, in  Linn county, to M arengo, in Iowa county,
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W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
M r. Crawford, on leave, introduced
Senate file, No, 30, A n act to establish a State road therein 

named,
W hich was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,
O rdered to be engrossed, and read a th ird  time to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 6, A  bill for an act to increase the number of 

judicial districts,
Being in order,
M r. Crawford moved that said bill be read a third time on the 

fourth of Ju ly  next.
M r. Browning moved the indefinite postponement of said 

bill.
M r. Sanford moved to lay said bill on the table.
D isagreed to.
M r. Bradley moved to postpone said bill, until the 1st day of 

A ugust next,
Upon which the yeas and nays w ere requested, and being or

dered, w ere as follow s:
Yeas—-M essrs. Bradley, Browning, Crawford, Howel, Roy- 

ston, Shields, Springer and W heeler— 8.
N ays— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Fear, Harbour, 

Jay , Sanford, Sprott, W right, and r . President— 12.
So said motion was disagreed to.
M r. Bradley moved to lay said bill on the table.
D isagreed to.
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Foley, 

assistant clerk.
M r . P residen t—

I  am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed

H . R. file, No. 41, Joint Resolution for the establishment of 
a land office at F o rtD es Moines.

Also,
H . R . file, No. 44, Joint Resolution, for the conference of the 

committee on Des Moines river improvement, in the House, 
and the committee on Internal Improvement, in the Senate, for
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the reference of till matter pertaining to the im provem ent of the 
Des Moines r iver .  Also,

H .  II. file. No. 46, A  bill for an act to establish a State road 
from M rs .  E e s le r ’s, to in tersec t  the  road runn ing  to Columbus 
city,

In  all of w hich  the concurrence of the Senate is respectfu lly  
requested.

M r .  Cook moved that the Senate adjourn.
Disagreed to.
M r .  E sp y  moved to iav said Senate file. No. 6‘. on the table 

until the POth inst.
Disagreed to.

On motion of M r .  i ’radiev.
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M ,

T W O  O 'C L O C K , P .  M .

H .  R . file, No. 11, A n  act to p rese rv e  the pur i ty  of elections, 
being the special order,

T he  Senate resolved itself into a committee of the  whole, for 
the consideration thereof, M r .  C raw ford  in the chair.

And, after some time spent therein , the committee rose, arid 
by their  chairman,

Reported the same back, w ith  sundry  amendments thereto, 
and asked the concurrence  of the Senate there in .

T he  question being on concurr ing  in the rep o r t  of the com
mittee, was decided in  the affirmative.

On motion of M r .  Browning,
Said report and bill w ere  re fe rred  to the committee on E le c 

tions.
M essage  from the H ouse  of R epresentatives,  bv M r .  Lelling- 

well. chief clerk. x
0
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JW r, P r e s  id e a l—

I  he rew ith  re tu rn
Senate  file. No. 7 , A n  act to establish  an additional election 

p rec inc t in  V an B uren  tow nship , in  the county of V an B uren , 
Iow a.

A lso ,
Senate file, N o. 1, A n  act g ran ting  certa in  -rooms in  the capi- 

tol, l'or thc-use  of the U nited  S tates courts.
A lso ,
Senate file, N o . 9 , Jo in t R esolution, asking an appropriation 

to  build  a bridge across the D es M oines riv e r, at the point w here  
th e  m ilitary road crosses the sam e.

A lso ,
Senate file, N o . 13, M em orial to C ongress, for an appropria

tion of land, to im prove the navigation of the Iow a riv e r.
A lso ,
Senate file, No. 18, M em orial to C ongress, for th e ir construc

tion  of the act appropria ting  lands for the im provem ent o f the 
D es M oines r iv e r ;

A ll of w hich have received  the signatu re  of the Speaker of 
th e  H ouse of R epresen ta tives.

A nd  I am .directed to inform  the S enate , tha t the H ouse of 
R ep resen tatives has -indefinitely postponed th e  Senate re so lu 
tion  providing for the adjournm ent of the G enera l A ssem bly, on 
the  21st inst.

H . R . file, N o. 41, Jo in t resolu tion  for the establish ing  of a 
land office at F o r t D es M oines.

W as read  a first and second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r. Cassady,

T h e  13th ru le  w as suspended, said jo in t resolu tion  read a 
th ird  tim e, passed, and title agreed to.

H . R . lile, N o. 44, Jo in t R esolution for the conference of the 
committee on the  D es M oines R iver Im provem ent, in the H ouse, 
and the com m ittee on In ternal Im provem ents, in  the Senate,

W as read  a first and second tim e, and,
On motion of M r. W righ t,

T he  13th ru le  w as suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, 
passed, and title agreed to.
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H. R. file. No. 46, A  bill for an act to establish a State road; 
from M rs. Feslers,. to Columbus City,

Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r., Springer,

Laid on the table.
II. R . file, No. 13, A n act to establish a Stale road from Eddy- 

ville, in W appelo county,, to Bloomfield, in Davis county,
W  as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Selman,
(M r. W right having been called to the chair.)
Said bill was referred to the delegation from W apello and 

Davis counties.
II. R . file, No. 28, A bill for an act,to authorize the judge of 

probate in M arion county, to transcribe the records of the pro-- 
bate court,

W as read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. H arbour,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.
H . R . file, No. 29, A n act to repeal an act approved January  

25, 1848, entitled an act to amend an act defining the  time of 
holding elections for State, district, and county officers, appro-, 
ved February  23, 1847,

W as read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. W right,

R eferred to the committee on the Judiciary.
M r. Browning, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file,. No. 31, A  bill for an act to authorize the A uditor 

of State to audit and allow the expenses of the Suprem e Court, 
W hich was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,
O rdered to a third reading to-morrow.
M essage from the H ouse of Representatives, by M r. Lef- 

fingwell, chief e le rk :
M r. President—

I herew ith return
Senate file, No. 27, Jo int resolution for a mail route from 

F o rtD e s  Moines, to the East, or Boon F ork , of the Des Moines 
river. Also,
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Senate  file. No. 23, A  bill for an act to establish a State road 
from C edar Rapids, in L inn  county, to M arengo , in Iowa county.

T h e  same having passed the H o use  of R epresentatives w ith 
out amendment.

I  am directed  to inform the Senate tha t (he H ouse  of R ep re 
sentatives-has passed

H . R . tile, No. 13. A  bill for an act: to establish a State road 
from Eddyville ,  in W appelo county, to Bloomfield, in Davis 
county. Also,

IT. R .  file, No. 28, A  bill for an act to authorize the judge 
of probate of M ar ion  county, to transcribe the records of the 
probate court.

Also,
I I .  R .  file, No. 29, A  bill for an act to repeal an act approved 

Ja n u a ry  25 , A .  D . 1848, entitled “ an act to amend an act defi
n ing the time of holding elections for State district,  and county 
officers,”  approved F eb ru a ry  25, A .  D . 1847.

In  all o f  w hich  the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully 
requested .

M r .  H o w e l ,  from the committee on Roads, reported
Senate file, No. 32, A  bill for an act to establish certain roads 

there in  named,
W hich  w as read a first and second time, and,

O n motion of M r .  W right,
Laid on the table, 

t i n  motion,
T he  Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock. A . M . ,  to-morrow.

S A T U R D A Y  M O R N I N G ,  D koumbeu 16, 1848.

Senate m et pursuan t to adjournment.
M r .  laspy, from the committee on enrolled bills,
R eported  that they had presented the following bills to the 

G overnor for his sis-nature.
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Senate file, N o. 1, A n  act g ran ting  certa in  rooms in  th e  capi- 
tol of th is S tate, for the u se  o f the U nited  States D is tr ic t C ourts .

Senate tile, N o. 2 , Jo in t R esolu tion , ask ing  our S enators and 
R epresen ta tives in  C ongress, to p rocu re  an ap p rop ria tion  to de
fray  the expense  of ru n n in g  the N o rth -w este rn  boundary  of th is 
State.

Senate file, N o . 9, Jo in t R eso lu tion , ask ing  an app rop ria tion  
to build  a b r id g e  across the D es M oines r iv e r , on th e  M ilita ry  
road.

Senate file, N o. 7, A n  aet to establish  an additional election 
prec inct in  V an  B u ren  tow nsh ip , in V an B u ren  county .

Senate file, N o. 13, M em orial to C ongress, for an ap p ro p ria 
tion of land to im prove th e  Iow a riv e r.

Senate file, N o. 18, M em orial to C ongress, for th e ir  co n stru c 
tion  of the act of appropria tion , for the im provem ent o f the  D es 
M oines r iv e r.

M r. B row ning , from  th e  com m ittee on the Ju d ic ia ry , to w hom  
w as re fe rred

H . R . file, N o. 16, A n  act au thorizing  the  county  com m is
sioners to bu ild  a court-house  on the public square, in the tow n 
o f Fairfield , in  Jefferson  countv,

Subm itted th e  follow ing

R E P O R T :

T hat they  had had the same under consideration , and w e re  
unanim ously of opinion, th a t said act is beyond th e  constitu tion 
al lim it of legislation, in  m any respects, and a v io lation  of the 
sp irit of the constitu tion , and an attem pt to exerc ise  pow ers p ro 
perly  the sub jec t for ju d ic ia l investigation and contro l.

T hey  w ould , there fo re , recom m end the indefinite p o s tp o n e
m ent of said bill..

T he  question  being on concurring  in the rep o rt o f th e  com
m ittee,

I t  w as decided in  the affirm ative.
So said bill w as indefin itely  postponed.
M r. R oyston, from th e  select committee to w hom  w as re fe r

red,
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II. R. file, No. 13, A n act to establish a State road from Ed- 
dyville, in W apello county, to Bloomfield, in  Davis county, 

Reported, that they had had the same under consideration, 
and made several amendments thereto, and asked the concur
rence of the Senate therein .

The question being on concurring in the report of the com
mittee, was decided in the affirmative, and 

On motion of M r. Royston,
Said bill was ordered to a third reading on Monday next.
M r. E spy, from the committee on W ays and M eans, to whom 

was referred
The report of the Governor relative to contingent expenses, 
Reported the same back, and recommended its allowance.

On motion of M r. Sanford,
Said report was re-committed.
M r. Harbour, from the committee on Federal Relations, to 

whom was referred
Senate file, No. 29, A  bill for an act and ordinance accepting 

the propositions made by congress, on the admission of Iowa as 
a State, into the Union,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto, 
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.

T he question being on concurring in the report of the com
m ittee,

W as decided in the affirmative.
On motion of M r. Springer,

T he Senate resolved itself into a eommittee of the whole, for 
the consideration thereof, M r. Bradley in the chair..

A nd, after some time spent therein,
T h e  committee rose, and by their chairman,
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto, 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.
The question being on concurring in the report of the commit

tee of the whole Senate,
W as decided in the affirmative, and,

On motion of M r. Springer,
Said bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time, 

on Monday next,
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M r. E spy, from the committee on W ays and M eans, to whom 
was referred the report of the Governor, relative to contingent 
expenses, submitted the following

R E P O R T :

The standing committee on W ays and M eans, to whom was re
ferred the statement of expenditures by the Governor, out of the 
contingent fund, report that they have had the same under con
sideration, and find the several items of expenditure therein 
contained, to have been correctly made and applied.

On motion of M r. Crawford,
Senate file, No. 22, Jo in t Resolution to allow John  Brophy a. 

fu rther compensation for services rendered in the selection of 
salt springs,

W as taken from the table, and read a first and second time.
M r. Bradley moved that the 13th rule be suspended, and said 

joint resolution read a th ird  time now'..
D isagreed to.
M r. Brow ning moved to reconsider the vote ju s t  taken, on 

the suspension of the 13th rule.
W hich was agreed to, and
Said jo in t resolution was read a third time, and.
The question being upon its passage,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 

Fear, H arbour, Howel, Jay , Royston, Shields, and M r. P re s
id e n t- - -^ .

Nays— M essrs. Browning, Sanford, Sprott, W heeler, and 
W right — 5.

So said 'joint resolution was passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 26, Join t Resolution for an additional land 

office, being the special order,
M r. Bradley moved its indefinite postponement.
W hich was agreed to.
Senate file, No. 31, A  bill for an act to authorize the auditor 

of State to audit and allow' the expenses of the Suprem e Court 
of this State.
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W as read a th i rd  time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate tile, No. 30, A  bill for an act to locate a State road

there in  named,
W as read  a th i rd  time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate  file. No. 15, A  bill for an act to establish a ferry  at

Boatm an’s mill, on the Des M oines r iver,
B eing  in  order,
A  call of the  Senate was had, w hen  it appeared  that M r .  

Cook was absent.
O n motion of M r .  Bradley,

Tilr. Cook w as  excused, and the fu r th e r  call of the Senate 
vcas suspended.

T h e  question  being on the passage of said bill,
T h e  yeas and nays being requested, w ere  ordered, and w ere  

as follows :
Y eas— M ess rs .  A lger,  Cassady, Crawford , E sp y ,  F e a r ,H a r 

bour,  H ow  cl, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott and M r .  P r e s 
ident— 12.

N a y s — M e s s r s .  Bradley, Brow ning, Ja y ,  Springer,  W heeler
and W rig h t—-8.

So said bill w as passed and title  agreed to.
H .  R . file. N o . 28, A  bill for an act to authorize the judge of 

probate of M ar ion  county to transcribe the records of the pro
bate court.

W as read  a th i rd  time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate  file, N o. 6 , A  bill for an act to Increase the number of 

jud ic ia l  districts,
Being in  order,
W as read  a th i rd  time.
M r .  H arb ou r  moved the indefinite postponement of said bill. 
U pon  which the  yeas and nays w ere  requested, and being o r

dered , w e re  as follows :
Y eas— M ess rs .  A lger,  Bradley, Browning, Crawford, E spy ,  

F ea r ,  H arbour,  H ow el,  Royston, Shields, Springer,  and W heel
e r— 12.

N ay s— M essrs .  Cassady, Jay ,  Sanford, Sprott,  Wright and 
M r .  P res iden t .— 6.

So said bill was indefinitely postponed.
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M r .  E spy ,  on leave, introduced,
Senate file, N o 33, A  bill for an act amendatory to an act en

ti tled an act to provide for the better  settl ing and adjudicating of 
the several titles set up  to the H a lf  B reed Lands in Lee  county, 
passed J a n u a r y  11, 1845,

'Which w as read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r .  Sprott,

R efe rred  to the committee on the Jud ic iary .
On motion.

T he  Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning.

MONDAY MORNING, Dncrjisun 18, 1848. 

Senate met pu rsuan t  to adjournment.
M r .  Cassady presen ted  the peti tion of P ierce  B. Fagan, and 

tw e n ty  others, cit izens of the counties of Poljc and M arion, 
p raying for a State road from Pella, in M arion  county , to F o r t  
D es  M oines, in Polk  county,

W hich  was,
On his motion,

R efe rred  to the  committee on Roads.
M r .  Shields presen ted  the petition of F rancis  Mangold, and 

fifeeen other citizens of the city of D ubuque ,  p ray ing  for the 
incorporation of the German Benevolence society, of the city of 
D ubuque,

W h ich  was,
O n his motion,

R eferred  to a select committee of three, and 
M essrs .  Shields, Crawford, and Springer w ere  appointed said 

committee.
M r .  Springer  olfcred the following resolution:
Resolved, T h a t  the Hon. Jam es P .  Carleton, jud ge  of the 

fourth judicial district, of the State of Iowa, be requested  to in- 
10
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form  the Senate w hat steps, if  any, have been taken  by him, to
w ards the organization of th e  county of Pottaw atam ic.

Resolved, T h a t the S ecretary  of the Senate, notify the H on. 
Jam es P . C arleton of the pasaage of this resolu tion , and p re 
sen t him  a copy thereof.

W hich  w as,
O n motion of M r. B row ning,

A dopted .
S ir .  S p ringer, also ottered (lie follow ing resolutions :
Resolved, T h a t the S ecre tary  of S tate, be requested  to com

m unicate to the Senate, a statem ent of all re tu rn s  made in his 
office, from  th e  county of Pottaw atam ie.

Resolved,, T h a t the S ecretary  of the Senate notify the S ecre
ta ry  o f S tate, of the adoption of this resolution, and deliver him 
a copy of the same.

T h e  question  being on the adoption of said resolution,
T h e  yeas and nays being requested , w ere  ordered, and w ere  

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . B row ning, H arb o u r, Jay , R oyston, Sanford, 

S p rin g e r, Spro lt, W righ t, and M r. P residen t— 8.
N ay s— M essrs . A lger, B radley , C raw ford , Ho-wel, E spy , 

F e a r , and Shields— 7.
So said resolution  w as adopted.
A ir .  Shields, from the comm ittee on E ngrossed  Bills, reported  

'as co rrec tly  engrossed,
Senate file, N o. 29, A  bill for an  act. and ordinance accepting 

the  proposition made by C ongress, on the adm ission of Iow a, as 
a  S tate, into the U nion.

M essage  from the H ouse of R epresen ta tives, by M r. Leffing- 
w ell, ch ief c lerk .
M .  President—

I  am d irected  to inform the Senate, that the H ouse of R ep re 
sentatives has passed,

H . R . file, N o. 57, Jo in t R esolution asking a mail route from 
P ra r ic  du C hien to F o rt A tkinson.

A lso ,
H . I \ . file, No. 57, Jo in t R esolution in the following words, 

to w i t :
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W hereas-w e met to legislate,
F o r all the people of this State.
A  lift before we came, w e full well knew 
T hat there was work for us to d o ;
A nd, whereas, we have fooled away 
O ur precious time, from day to day,
This House resolves to fool 110 longer,
A nd to make this resolution stronger,
W e ask the Senate to concur;
To this we hope, they w on’t demur.-

In  which the concurrence of the. Senate is rspeclfully r e 
quested.
.  I  herew ith re tu rn .

Senate tile, No. 10, w ith the following amendment: “ Strike 
out all after thc#words sine die.'’

Also,
Senate fde, No. 20, which has passed the House of R ep re

sentatives, w ithout amendment.
M r. Royston, from the committee on Internal Improvements, 

submitted the following

R E P O R T :

The committee on Internal Improvements, to  whom was re 
ferred  the memorial and resolution to Oongress, for an appro
priation of land, for the improvement of Skunk river, would re 
spectfully represent, that they have had the same under consid
eration, and being well satislied of the great importance of the '  
contemplated improvement, and the vast benefit that must resu lt 
to the State at large, and the people in particular who reside in 
the Skunk river valley, from a speedy improvement of the nav
igation of that river, your committee, therefore, have instruc t
ed rae to report the memorial and resolution back 'without 
amendment, and recommend their passage.

T he question being on concurring in the  report of the com
mittee,

W as decided in the affirmative.
M r. Harbo.ur, on leave, introduced
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S en a te  file. N o . 34 , A  b ill fyr an act to  locate  a ce rta in  road  
th e re in  nam ed,

W h ic h  w as read  a f irs t and  second  tim e , and ,
O n  h is m otion.

O rd e re d  to a th ird  re a d in g  to -m o rro w ,
M r .  R o y sto n , on leav e  ob tained , in tro d u ced  
S e n a te  file , N o . 3 7 , A  b ill fo r  an  act to am en d  an  act re la tiv e  

to  th e  B o a rd  o f P u b lic  w o rk s , a p p ro v ed  F e b r u a ry  2 4 , 18 4 8 , 

W h ic h  w a s  read  a f irs t and  second  tim e , and ,
O n  m otion  of M r .  B ro w n in g ,

L a id  on th e  tab le , and  th e  u su a l n u m b e r o f cop ies o rd e red  to 
be  p r in te d .

M r .  R o y sto n , on leav e  o b ta ined , in tro d u c ed  
S e n a te  file , N o . 3 5 , J o in t  R e so lu tio n  p ro v id in g  fo r the  conl'- 

p e n sa tio n  o f th e  co m m issioners ap p o in ted  to locate  th e  D es  
M o in e s  r iv e r  lan d s , •

W h ic h  w a s  re ad  a f irs t and  second  tim e, and ,
O n h is  m otion ,

T h e  1 3 th  ru le  w as su sp en d e d , sa id  jo in t  re so lu tio n  read  a 
th ird  t im e , passed ,

A n d  tit le  a g reed  to.
M r .  R o y sto n , on leav e , in tro d u c ed
S e n a te  file , N o . 36 , an  ac t to  e s tab lish  a  S ta te  road, and 

b ra n c h  th e re o f,
W h ic h  w a s  re ad  a  f irs t and  second  tim e, and ,

O n  m otion  o f  M r . S p r in g e r ,
R e fe r r e d  to th e  com m ittee  on R oads.
M r .  R o y sto n  p re sen te d , w ith  leav e , th e  rem o n s tran ce  of th e  

m ay o r an d  board  o f a ld e rm an  o f th e  to w n  o f  F t .  M ad iso n , against 
an y  e x c lu s iv e  g ra n t fo r k e e p in g  a  w h a r f  boat on th e  M iss is s ip p i 
r iv e r ,  w ith in  th e  lim its o f sa id  to w n .

O n  h is  m otion,
R e fe r r e d  to  th e  se lec t com m ittee, to w hom  w as re fe r re d  
A n  a c t a u th o riz in g  G eo . K e il, h is  h e irs  and  ass in g s , to k e ep  

a  w h a r f  boa t a t F o r t  M ad iso n .
T h e  P re s id e n t  laid  b e fo re  th e  S en a te  a  com m unication  from  

th e  R e g is te r  o f  th e  land  office, a t Io w a  c ity , w ith  a  copy  o f th e  
c o rre sp o n d e n c e  o f th a t office, in  re la tio n  to  th e  location of th e
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five sections of land donated for the im provem ent of the capitol 
of this State.

O n m otion of M r. W righ t,
R eferred  to th e  committee 011 the  Ju d ic ia ry .
M r. Shields, on leave obtained, in troduced  
Senate file, N o. 0 8 , Jo in t R esolution  for ca rry in g  the m ail, 
W hich w as read a first and second tim e, and 

O n his motion,
T he 13th ru le  w as suspended,.
Said jo in t resolution  read a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  ag reed  ’

to.
M r. B row ning, on leave, in troduced
Senate file, N o. 39, A  bill for an act to au thorize  the S uprem e 

C ourt to hold special term s,
W hich w as read  a first and second tim e, and 

O n m otion of M r. E spy ,
R efe rred  to the committee on (he Ju d ic ia ry .
H . R . file, N o. 13, A  bill for an act au thoriz ing  th e  Ju d g e  of 

Probate  in  M arion  county, to tran scribe  the records of the P ro 
bate C ourt,

W as read  a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to .
Senate file, N o. 29, A  bill for an act and ordinance accep ting  

the propositions made by C ongress on the adm ission of Iow a, as 
a State, into th e  U nion,

W as read  a th ird  tim e, passed,
A nd  title  ag reed  to.
M r. H arb o u r offered the follow ing resolutions :
Resolved, T h a t the c le rk  of the d is tric t court of Polk  county , 

be, and he is hereby  requ ired  to inform  the Senate, w h e th e r o r 
not a bond has been filed in  his office, in  accordance w ith  th e  
provisions of the 7 th  section of an act entitled  an act for th e  o r
ganization of Pottaw atam ie and o ther counties.

Resolved, T h a t the Secretary  of th e  Senate be req u ested  to 
comm unicate this resolution  at as early  a day as possible.

M r. S p ringer offered the follow ing am en d m en t: “  and i f  not, 
to state if  he know s w liy .it w as n o t.”

T he  question  Ijeing on the adoption of the am endm ent,
W as decided in th e  negative.
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T h e  question, then recu rrin g  upon the adoption of the reso lu
tion,

I t  w as deaided in the affirmative...
I I .  R . tile, N o. 51, Jo in t R esolution asking a mail rou te  from 

P ra ir ie  du Chien to F t. A tk inson ,
W as read  a first and second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r . Shields,
O rdered  to a th ird  reading to-m orrow .
H . R . file, No. 57, Poetical R esolution, pu tting  an end.to in- 

* fiamm atory speeches and Tom  foolery,
W as read  a first and second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. B row ning,
R e fe rred  to a committee of th e  w hole ■ Senate, and made the 

special o rder for to-m orrow  afternoon.
Senate file, No. 16, Jo in t R eso lu tion  accom panying the report 

of the comm ittee on the Ju d ic ia ry , to whom w as referred  the 
rep o rt of the com m issioners appointed to draft, rev ise , and p re 
pa re  a  code of law s, as am ended by  the H ouse,

W as read  a first and second tim e, and,
On motion of M r. B row ning,

T h e  Senate refused  to .concur in ,th e  am endm ent.
, I I .  R . file, N o. 46, A  bill for an act to establish a State road 

from  the  residence of M rs . F e s le r  to Colum bus City,
W as taken  from the table, and read  a second tim e, and, .

O n  motion of M r. S p ringer,
O rd e red  to a th ird  reading to-m orrow .

O n motion of M r. W rig h t,
Senate  file, No. 32 , A  bill for an act to establish  a State read  

th e re in  named,
W as taken  from the table, and read a second tim e, and,

O n m otion.of M r. W righ t,
A m ended as follows : after the w ords “ L ig b er’s m ills,”  in-, 

se r t “ on B ig C edar.”
O n his motion,

O rd e red  to a th ird  reading to-m orrow .
M r. W righ t, on leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 40, A  bill for an act authorizing  the Secreta

ry  of S tate, to collect and arrange certa in  papers in  his office,
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W h ich  was read  a  first and second time, and-,
O n  motion of M r .  Sanford,

R e fe rred  to a select committee, and
M essrs .  Sanford, E spy ,  and Shields w ere  appointed sai-d com

mittee.
M r .  W rig h t  offered the following resolution:
Resolved, By the Senate, the H ouse  concurr ing, that the G e n 

eral A ssem bly  will  adjourn  sine die on the 30th  inst.
A n d  the question being on the adoption of the resolution,
T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested, and being orderdered, 

w ere  as follows :
Y eas—-Messrs. A lger,  Bradley, Brow ning, Cassady, C ra w 

ford, E sp y ,  Ja y ,  Sanford, Shields, Springer,  Sprott,  W h ee le r  
W right,  and M r .  P res iden t— 14.

N ay s— M es s r s .  H arbour,  H ow el and Royston^—3.
So said, resolution was adopted.

O n motion of M r .  Springer,
T h e  Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M-.

T W O  O 'C L O C K , P .  M .

M r .  W righ t,  w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 41, A  bill for an  act to amend an act entitled 

an act to provide for the management of the State Library',  and 
the election of a Librar ian, approved Feb .  15th, 1847,

W h ich  was read  a first and second time, and 
O n  his motion,

L a id  on the  table, subject to the order of the Senate.
M r .  Bradley, from the committee on the Jud ic ia ry ,  to whom 

was re fe rred
H . R. file, N o. 29, A n  act to repeal an act, approv ed Jan .  25th, 

1848, entitled an act to amend an act, defining the time of hold 
ing elections for state, district and county officers, approved 
Feb. 25th, 1.847,
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R eported  the same back, w ith  sundry  amendments*
W h ich  w ere  concurred  in , and 

O n motion of M r. E sp y ,
L aid  on the table.
M r. H ow e!, from the com m ittee on Roads, to whom was re 

fe rred  the pcth lon of P ie rce  B . E agan  and o thers, p raying for a 
S tate road from Pella to E t. D es M oines,

R eported ,
Senate file, No. 42, A  bill for an act to establish a State road 

from  P ella , in  M arion county, to F t.D e s  M o in es,in  Polk  county, 
W h ich  w as read a first and second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. Cassady,
T h e  13th ru le  w as suspended, said bill read  a th ird  time, pass

ed, and title  agreed to'.
O n motion of M r. B radley,

L eave  of absence w as g ran ted  to M r. F ea r, senator from 
D es M oines, for one w eek .

M r . J a y  offered the follow ing reso lu tion :
Resolved, T hat vac w ill p roceed to amend the p resen t school 

law , and defer the attem pt to pass a new  one, un til tb s  report of 
th e  rev ision  committee has been received.

U pon w hich  the yeas and nays w e re  requested , and being or
dered , w e re  as follows :

Y eas— M essrs . B row ning, C assady, Ja y , Sanford, Springer, 
S p ro tt, W heeler, and W rig h t— 8.

N ays— M essrs . A lger, B rad ley , C raw ford, H ow el, Royston, 
Shields, and M r. P res iden t— 6.

So said resolution was agreed to.
O n motion of M r. Selman,

M r . B row ning in  the chair,
T he  Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock to-m orrow  morning.
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TU ESD A Y  M O R N IN G , D e c e m b e r  19, 1848.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief clerk :
M r . P residen t—

I  am directed to inform the Senate that the House of R epre
sentatives has passed

IE  R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land from 
Congress, to aid in the construction of a rail road from Daven
port to Council Bluffs.

Also,
11. R. file, No. 31, A  bill for an act req u irin g  all notices of 

Sales, by order of courts of record , to be published  in  some 
new spaper,

Also,
H . R . file, No. 33, Join t Resolution for the relief of Harvey 

Leonard.
Also,
IE  R . file, No. 35, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act providing for and regulating general elections.
Also,
H . R . file, No. 37, A  bill for an act to locate the seats of 

justice of Madison and W arren counties.
Also,
IE  R. file, No. 47, A n act to amend an act entitled an act for 

the organization of Pottawatamie and other counties, approved 
F ebruary  24, 1847.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
Also,
Senate file, No. 38, Joint Resolution for carrying the mail.
I herewith present, for your signature,
IE  R. file, No. 18, Jo in t Resolution for a donation of land, 

for the improvement of M uscatine Island.
II
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H . R . file, N o. 18, Jo in t R esolution requesting  our Senators 
and R epresen tatives in  Congress, to p rocure  an appropriation 
to pay the citizens of Iow a, for services in  the M issouri W ar, 

T he  same having passed both houses of the G eneral A ssem 
bly, and received  the signature of the S peaker of the H ouse of 
R epresen tatives.

M r. Cook presented  the petition of Jo h n  A lexander, and 100 
other c itizens of Benton county, p ray ing  for the rem oval of the 
seat of ju s tic e  of said county, w hich  w as,

O n his motion,
L aid  on the tab le , subject to the order of the Senate.
M r. E sp y , from  the m inority  of the J  udiciary committee, to 

w hom w as referred ,
H . R . file, N o. 29, A  bill for an act to repeal an act, approved 

Jan u ary  25, 1848, entitled act to amend an act defining the 
tim e of holding elections for State, d istric t, and county officers, 

.approved F eb ru a ry  25, 1847,
Subm itted the following

R E P O R T :

T he undersigned , m inority of the standing committee of the 
Jud ic ia ry , to w hom  w as re fe rred  “  A  bill for an act to repeal an 
act approved Jan u a ry  25th, 1848, entitled an act to amend an 
act, defining the tim e of holding elections for S tate, D istric t and 
County officers, approved F eb . 25th , 1848, ” beg leave to make 
the follow ing r e p o r t :

T he  m inority  cannot concur in  the rep o rt of the m ajority, re 
comm ending an  additional section to said bill, au thorizing the 
election of prosecuting  attornies and clerks of the d istric t courts,, 
in  the organized counties of th is S tate, in  w hich  there was a 
failure to elect at the last A ugust election.

T he  offices of prosecuting attorney and c lerk  of the d istrict 
court, being designated in the constitution, and the term  of each 
being p rescribed  in  that instrum ent, the m inority  deem it essen
tial, that not only the mode of filling those offices, bu t the time 
prescribed  by the constitution, should be adhered to in filling 
them . T he  5th  section of the six th  article of the constitution, 
declares the follow ing:
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“ The qualified voters of each county, shall, at the general 
election, elect one prosecuting attorney, and one clerk of the 
district court, who shall be residents therein, and who shall hold 
their several offices for the term of two years, and until their 
successors are elected and qualified.” This clause of the con
stitution the minority deem deqisive as to the extent of the term  
of the offices aforesaid ; and also that the “ general election ” in 
each county, indicates the time those officers are to be elected.

The question then presents itself, as to w hat properly desig
nates the “ general election.” This point, in the opinion of the 
minority, is settled in the 3rd section of the fourth article of the 
constitution, which s a y s :

“ The members of the House of Representatives shall be cho
sen every second year, by the qualified electors of their respec
tive districts, on the first Monday in A ugust, whose term  of 
office shall continue two years from the day of the general elec
tion , T h i s  clause clearly seems to indicate, that the general 
election, is that at which members of the H . of Representatives 
are chosen, and is the 1st Monday in A ug. of every second year.

If  this view of the subject be correct, in  w hat position may 
those offices be considered, in counties in which no election 
was held for them, at the last A ugust, or general election ? It 
is the opinion of the minority committee, that they necessarily 
become vacant, from and after said general election ; inasmuch 
as no authority is conferred by the constitution, on any person, 
to claim or hold either of said offices, beyond the time fixed for 
the general election, unless elected at such election.

Deeming this subject one of momentous imjiort, as connected 
w ith the judicial administration of justice, the minority commit
tee would repectfully suggest, whether the G eneral Assembly 
can assume any action on the passage of the additional section 
recommended by the majority. The minority is of opinion, that 
no power is conferred on the General Assembly, by the consti
tution, so to legislate. I f  not, and the offices of prosecuting at
torney and district clerk in any county, be vacant on account of 
a failure to elect at the last A ugust election, the case is not 
w ithout a constitutional remedy. Section 8th of the 5th article,, 
provides as follow's :
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“ W hen  any office shall from any cause become vacant, and 
no mode is provided by th e  constitutuion and law s for filling 
such  vacancy, the G overnor shall have pow er to fill such va
cancy by granting  a commission, w hich shall exp ire  at the end 
o f th e  n ex t session of the G eneral A ssem bly, or at the nex t 
election by the people.”

T h is section, then , w ould seem to indicate th e  executive ac
tion  by appointm ents, un til the n ex t annual or A u g u st election, 
w h ich  tim e the m inority committee deems the “ election by the 
people," re fe rred  to in  this clause of the constitu tion; w hen 
proclam ation he made or notice given under p resen t existing 
law s, to elect those officers to act du ring  the vacancy existing, 
yn til the nex t succeeding general election.

A ll w hich is respectfu lly  subm itted,
T H O M A S  S. E S P Y , 

M inority  Committee.

On motion of M r. B row ning,
H . R . lile, N o. 29, A n  act to repeal an act, approved Jan u a 

ry  25th , 1848, entitled an act to amend an act delining the time 
of holding election for S tate, d is tric t and county officers, appro
ved  F eb . 25th , 1847,

W as taken  from  the table, and
T he  question being on concurring  in the rep o rt of the m ajor

ity  of said committee,
I t  w as decided in  the affirmative.
M r . Cook offered the follow ing amendm ent to said b i l l :
A dd  a section as fo llow s: “  T hat on the first M onday in A u 

gust, A . D . 1850, and every  trvo years thereafter, there shall 
be elected in  every  organized county in this State, one clerk  of 
th e  d is tric t court, and one prosecuting  attorney, who shall hold 
th e ir  offices un til their successors are elected and qualified.

T h e  question being on the adoption of said amendment,
W as decided in  the affirmative.
M r . H arbou r offered the follow ing resolution :
Resolved, T h a t John  G . N ichols & Co., publishers of the 

Jackson  C ounty D em ocrat, 'be  employed to p rin t four hundred 
and eighty copies of the Jou rna l of the Senate, of the p resen t 
session, at the prices allowrcd by law , wffiich wras adopted.
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T he  P res iden t laid before the Senate a comm unication from  
the S ecre tary  of State, accom panying a copy of the election re 
tu rn s of Pottawatom ie county,

W hich  w as read for inform ation, and,
O n motion of M r. S p ringer,

L aid  on the table.
Senate file, N o. 25, M em orial to C ongress, for a donation of 

land for the im provem ent of S kunk  riv e r,
W as read  a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to,
Senate file, N o. 32, A  bill for an act to locate a S tate road 

th e re in  named,
W as read  a th ird -tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.
M r. Itoyston, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate tile, N o. 15, A  hill for an act establish ing a S tate land 

otlice, w hich  w as read  g first and second time, and,
O n his motion,

O rdered  to be laid on th e  table, and the usual num ber o f 
copies p rin ted .

H . R . tile, N o. 46, A  bill for an act to establish  a S tate road 
from  M rs . F esle rs  to Colum bus City,

W as read  a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.
I I .  R . tile, No. 51, Jo in t R esolution asking for a m ail rou te  

from  P ra rie  du C hien to F o r t A tk inson ,
W as read  a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.
Senate file, N o. 34, A n  act to establish a S tate road there in  

named,
W as read a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.
H . R . file, N o. 21, Jo in t R esolution  asking a g ran t o f land, 
W as read a  first and second tim e.
M r . A lger moved to am end by inserting  after the w ord  “ v ia ,” 

th e  w ord  “  B loom ington.”
O n motion of M r. Cook,

Said jo in t resolution  w as re fe rred  to a committee of th ree , and, 
M essrs . Cook, A lg e r, and S p ringer w ere  appointed said com

m ittee.
I I .  R . file, No. 31, a bill for an act req u irin g  all notices o f sales 

and orders of courts of record  to be advertised  in  some n ew s
paper,
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Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Cook,

R eferred to the Judiciary committee.
H . R. file, No. 33, Joint Resolution lor the relief of Harvey 

Leonard,
Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. W heeler,
■Referred to the committee on Claims,
H . R. file, No. 47, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act for the organization of Pottawatamie and other counties, 
approved February 24, 1847,

Was read a first and second time, and.
On motion of M r. W right,

Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the 
special order for 2 o’clock, to-morrow afternoon.

T W O  O’CLOCK, P. M.

H . R . file, No. 57, Poetical Resolution putting an end to in
flammatory speeches and Tom foolery,

Being the special order of the day,
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, M r. 

H arbour in the chair, and, after some time spent therein,
The committee rose, and by their chairman,
Reported the same back, w ith sundry amendments thereto, 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.
T he question being on concurring in the report of the com

mittee,
W as decided in the affirmative.
M r. E spy moved to lay on the table..
D isagreed to.

On motion of M r. Cook,
The amendments were substituted for said joint resolution.
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On his motion,
The 13th rule was suspended, said substitute read a third 

time, passed, and title agreed to.
Message from the House of Representatives by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief clerk :
M r. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of R epre
sentatives has passed

H. R . file, No. 67, A  bill for an act authorizing W illiam S. 
Townsend to establish and keep a ferry  across the M issouri 
river, at T rader’s Point. Also,

H . R. file, No. 68, Memorial and joint resolution for the in
crease of mail facilities.

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully 
solicited.

M r. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to w'hom 
was referred

Senate file, No. 39, A  bill for an act authorizing the Supreme 
Court to hold special terms,

Reported the same back, w ith an amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com
mittee,

Was decided in the affirmative.
On motion of M r. Springer,

Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrown 
M r. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported, as 

correctly enrolled,
Senate file, No. 23, A n act to establish a State-road from Ce

dar Rapids, to M arengo.
Senate file, No. 20, A n act to establish a State road from Del

hi, to Independence.
Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a mail route from 

Fort Des Moines, to the East or Boon Fork  of the Des Moines 
river.

Senate file, No. 18, Jo in t Resolution lor carrying the mail. 
M r. Howel, from the committee on Reads, to whom was re

ferred.
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Senate file, No. 36, A n act to establish a Slate toad and branch 
thereof,

Reported the same back without amendment, and recommended 
its passage.

On motion of M r. Royston,
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.
M r. Shields, on leave, introduced
Senate tile, No. 43, Jo in t resolution' relative to the claim of 

John Taylor, one of the commissioners appointed to make a per
manent location of the capitol of this State,

W hich was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Crawford,

Referred to the committee 011 Claims.
M essage from the House of Rejrtesentatives, by M r. Lef- 

fmgwell, chief c le rk :
M r . Presiden t—

I  am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed

H . R. file, No. 26, A n act to amend all act to establish new 
counties and define their boundaries.

Also,
II . R . file,-No. 55, A n act to authorize F rederick Andros to 

transcribe the records of the district court of Clayton county.
Also,
I I . R . file, No. 39, A n act to provide for the navigation of 

the Des Moines river, from the Racoon Forks thereof, to the 
northern boundary of the State.

Also,
H . R. file, No. 34, An act to authorize David W . King, to 

establish and keep a ferry  across the Cedar river, at Cedar 
Rapids.

Also,
II. 11. file, No. 36, A 11 act to locate a State road from M on

roe to F ort Atkinson.
Also,
H . R. file, No. 38, A n act requiring the Secretary of Stale 

to record all State roads.
In  all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
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] herew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, No. 21. Jo in t Resolution relative to the im pro ve

m ent of the harbour at D ubuque.
Also, ■
Senate file, No. 24, A n  act for a State road there in  named. 
The same having passed the H ouse  of Representa tives,  w i th 

out amendment.
A n d  I am also directed to inform the Senate, that the H ouse  

of R epresen ta tives  still “ a d h e re ”  to the amendment made to 
Senate tile, No. 15, Joint Resolution accompanying the repor t  

of the committee on the Jud ic ia ry ,  to whom was re fe rred  the 
report of the revision committee.

II .  R . tile, No. 26, A n  act to amend an act entitled an act to 
establish new  counties, and to define their  boundaries, w as read  a first and second time, and,

O n motion of M r .  Crawford,
R efe rred  to the committee on County Boundaries .
M r .  H arb ou r ,  in accordance w ith  previous notice, introduced 
Senate file, No. 44, A n  act to define the boundaries of the 1st 

congressional district,
Which was read a first and second time, and.

O n motion of M r .  Cassady,
R eferred  to a select committee of three, and,
M ess rs .  Cassady H arbour,  and W h ee le r  w e re  appointed said 

committee.
H .  R .  file, No. 55, A  bill for an act to author ize  F .  A ndros  

to transcribe the records of Clayton county.
W as read a first and second time, and, *

On motion of M r .  Shields,
O rdered  to be read a th ird  time, day after to-morrow.
H: R. file, No. 20, A n  act to provide for the navigation of 

the Des Moines river,  be tw een the  mouth of the Racoon F o rk  
thereof, and the  northern  boundary of this State,

W as read  a first and second time. and.
O n motion of M r .  Cassady,

O rd e red  to a third  reading to-morrow.
II .  R . file, No. 34, A n  act to authorize \ \ .  K ing to establish 

and keep  a ferry  across Cedar river,  at Cedar Rapids,
12
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W as read a first and second time. and.
O n motion of M r .  Cook,

O rdered  to a th ird  reading to-morrow.
I I .  R . file, No. 86, A  bill for an act, to locate a  Stale road frons 

M enona  to F o r t  Atkinson,
W as  read a first and second time, and,

O n motion of M r .  Crawford.
O rdered  to a th ird  reading to-morrow.
II .  11. file, N o. 88, A n  act requ iring  the Secretary of State to 

record  State roads,
W a s  read a first and second time, and,

O n  motion c f  M r .  Wright,
R eferred  to a committee of three, and,
M e s s r s .  W right,  Sanford, and H arbour w ere  appointed said 

committee.
*

I I .  R .  file, No. 67. A n  act to authorize W m . S. Townsend to 
keep  a fe r ry  across the M issour i  r ive r  at T ra d e r 's  point,

IVas read a first and second time, and,
O n  motion of M r .  Royston,

R efe rred  to a select committee of three, and.
M e s s rs .  Royston, Cook and H ew el ,  w ere  appointed said com

mittee.
M r .  E spy ,  from the committee on Elections, to whom was 

referred ,
II .  II . file, No. 11, A n  act to p reserve  the purity  of elections,. 
R eported  the same back with sundry  amendments thereto, and 

asked  the concurrence of the Senate therein,
W hich  was agreed to.
I I .  R .  file, No. 68, Memorial for an increase of mail facilities,. 
W as read a first and second time.
A nd,

O n  motion of M r .  Wright,
O rde red  to a th ird  reading to-morrow.
M r .  Crawford, from the committee on Incorporations, to 

w hom was refrrcd ,
Senate file, No. 28. A  bill for an act to authorize William 

G reen  to improve Cedar river, by the construction of a dam 
and lock.
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R eported the same back w ithou t am endm ents, and'recom m end 
ed its passage.

On motion of Jvlr. Cook,
O rdered  to a th ird  reading; to-m orrow .

On motion,
T he Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock to-m orrow  m orning.

W E D N E S D A Y  M O R N IN G , D rc rs iE M  20 , 18-18. 

Senate met pu rsu an t to adjournm ent.
M r. S p ringer p resen ted  th e  m em orial of Jam es Sloan, a c iti

z e n  of Pottaw atainie county, rem onstrating  against th e  d isorgan
iza tion  of said county ,

W hich w as read  for inform ation, andv 
O n his motion,

Laid on the  tabic, sub ject to the order of tile Senate.
M r. A lger p resen ted  the petition  of Jo h n  W rig h t and 15 oth

ers , p raying for the location and survey  of a State road, from 
Iow a C ity to Bloom ington,

W hich w as,
O n his motion,

R eferred  to the comm ittee on Roads.
M r. Sanford p resen ted  the petition  of W m . M cC orm ick , and 

one h undred o ther citizens o f the State of Iow a, p ray ing  th a t the 
block of land know n as college square, m ight be donated to the 
faculty of the m edical departm ent of the U n ivers ity  of Iow a, on 
certa in  conditions,

On his motion,
R eferred  to the comm ittee on Schools.
M r. W righ t, from the select com m ittee, to whom w as re fe rred  
H . R . file. N o. 38, A  bill for an act req u irin g  the S ecre tary  

■of State to record  S tate roads,
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R eported  the same back, w ith  one am endm ent, and recom 
m ended its passage.

T he question being oil concurring  in  the re p o r  of the com
m ittee,

TV as decided in  the affirmative.
M r . A lger, from the select committee, to w hom  w as referred
I I .  R . tile, N o. 21. J.oint. R esolution for a g ran t of land from 

Congress, subm itted the following

• R  E  P  O R T :

T he  undersigned, a select committee, to w hom  w as referred  
a jo in t resolution, H . R . file N o. 23, have had the same under 
th e ir  consideration, report the same back to the Senate, and rec
ommend its passage, w ith  the following am endm ent :— Insert
Bloomington after th e  w ord “ via,''' in  the tw elfth  line.

*■In  favor of th is am endm ent, the follow ing reasons suggest 
them selves to your committee : T w o large m eetings have been 
liolden, in both of w hich Bloomington w as recom m ended as a 
point, at w hich th e  proposed im provem ent should touch ; the 
first hcldcn at D avenport, on the 1 st day of D ecem ber, inst., 
composed of the people of the counties of Scott and M uscatine ; 
and the second liolden at the capitol, in Iow a C ity, on the 12th 
day of D ecem ber, in st., composed of citizens from  various parts, 
of the State, ( th e  counties of Scott and M uscatine included ,) at 
the last of w hich, the  represen tatives from the counties on the 
proposed route of the road, w ere  requested  in  a public and ex 
p lic it m anner, to use th e ir  endeavors to carry  out the m easures 
proposed by those m eetings.

In  an Im provem ent of the m agnitude of that contem plated in 
the jo in t resolution, the most im portant points near the general 
rou te  should be accommodated, especially as in  th is instance it 
can be done w ith  a prospect of gain com m ensurate w ith  the ad
ditional outlav, and without, detrim ent to any o ther point.

T h e  amount of public lands to be made available for the con
struction  of the road, on any practicable route betw een  D aven
port and Iow a city , is so very  inconsiderable, as to render that 
consideration of no g rea t im portance ; bu t if  any one route would
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be preferable to another in this r e sp e c t ,  it w o u ld ,  in the  op in ion  
o f  y o u r  com m ittee, bo  in favor  o f  the r o u te  by  the w a y  of B loom 
ing! on.

Y o u r  com m ittee  a re  of  opinion, th a t  C o n g re ss  w ou ld  be m ore  
l ik e ly  to v i e w  the application for a g r a n t  w i th  favor,  w h en  i t  is 
m ade  k n o w n  to th em  th a t  a p o in t  favo rab le  (or t rad e ,  w : fh  a p o p 
u la t ion  o f  tw o  or th r e e  th o u sa n d  in h ab i tan ts ,  is to be  acco m m o 
dated ,  th a n  t h e y  w o u ld  i f  they  knew ' su c h  p o in t  w a s  s tu d io u s ly  
avo ided ,  or  p a s se d  b y  w i th  indiffe rence .

A l l  o f  w h ic h  is re sp e c t fu l ly  subm itted ,
F R E E M A N  A L G E R ,  
F R A N C I S  S P R I N G E R .

M r .  C ook ,  from  th e  m in o r i ty  o f  said com m ittee ,  su b m it te d  the  
fo l lowing

R E P O R T :

R e p o r t  o f  th e  m in o r i ty  o f  th e  com m ittee ,  to w h o m  w a s  r e f e r 
r e d  H .  R .  tile, N o .  21 ,  J o i n t  R e so lu t io n  for a  g r a n t  o f  land  f ro m  
C o n g re ss ,  to c o n s t ru c t  a R a il road  f ro m 'D a v e n p o r t  v ia .  I o w a  C i ty  
a n d  F o r t  D os  M o in e s ,  to some suit,dale p o in t  on  the  M i s s o u r i  
r iv e r .

T h e  u n d e r s ig n e d ,  cha irm an  of said com m ittee ,  s ta n d in g  “  soli
t a r y  and a lo n e ,”  b egs  leave to r e p o r t ,  th a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  sa id  
com m ittee ,  havin g  re p o r te d  in  favof  o f  a n  a m e n d m e n t  w h ic h ,  i f  
adopted ,  w o u ld  in c lu d e  B loom ing ton  on the  M iss iss ip p i r i v e r ,  as 
a po in t  in  th e  location  of said road, a n d  th e r e b y  e s tab l i sh  an  im 
p o r ta n t  l in k  in  said road, th i r ty  m iles  a long  th e  M is s i s s ip p i  r i v e r ,  
w h e r e  t h e r e  is no  im p ed im en t  to th e  n a v iga t ion  ; a n d  w o u ld ,  in  
th e  op in ion  o f  th e  u n d e rs ig n ed ,  de fea t  th e  w h o le  p ro jec t .  I n  
a sk in g  C o n g re ss  fo r  donations of l an d  fo r  objec ts  o f  th is  k in d ,  w o  
ou g h t  f i rs t  to in q u i re  w h a t  in d u c e m e n t  th e  G e n e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  
w o u ld  h a v e  to m ak e  the  donation. A s  a Sta te ,  w e  c e r ta in ly  c a n 
n o t  e x p e c t  C o n g re ss  to donate  land  to b u i ld  ra i l ro ad s ,  u n l e s s  th e  
G e n e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t  w o u ld  d e r iv e  som e b en ef i t  f rom  i t ; h e n c e  
it  is th a t  C o n g re ss ,  in m ak in g  donations of th is  k ind ,  h a v e  in v a 
r iab ly  h ad  an  eye  s ingle  to the  im p ro v e m e n t  c rea t in g  a  m a r k e t  
fo r  the  u n so ld  lands o f  th e  G o v e rn m e n t .  T h e  idea. Ih e n ,  lb a t
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•Congress is going to make a donation of land to build a R ailroad 
th irty  miles along the M ississipp i riv e r, w here  the land is alrea
dy en tered , may be seriously  entertained by mem bers of the 
S enate  ; b u t the undersigned is c learly  of the opinion, that the 
C ongress o f th e  U nited States w ould hesitr.ic Ion;;' before endor
sing  such policy. VChat, then , w ould  be the effect of the 
p roposed  am endm ent ? W h y , C ongress w ould at once reject, 
ou r p ray e r, and the w hole pro ject w ould fall to the ground.

T h e  proposition to build a railroad from R ock Island, w est to 
the M issou ri riv e r, is of too m uch im portance to th is State, to be 
defeated  by any sectional in te re s t;  consequently' the  insertion 
in  the jo in t resolutions of interm ediate points, should be avoided, 
and the route l£ lt open until w e get the g ran t of land, and then a- 
perm anent survey' and location may be made, best adapted to the 
w an ts and in terests  of the S tate.

T h e  undersigned  w ould therefore  recom m end the adoption of 
th e  jo in t resolutions as they came from  the H ouse of R epresen
ta tives .

R espectfu lly  subm itted,
JO H N  P . COO K, 

M inority  Select Committee.

T he  question  being on concurring  in  the report of the m ajority 
o f  said comm ittee,

T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, 
w e re  as follow s :

Y eas—.M essrs. A lger, B row ning , Cassady, C raw ford, E spy , 
H a rb o u r, H ow cl, ltoyston , S p ringer and Sprott— 10.

N ay s— M essrs . Cook, J a y , Shields, W heeler, W right, and 
M r .  P res id en t— 6.

So said rep o rt w as concurred  in.
M r . E sp y , from the com m ittee on E nro lled  B ills, reported
Senate file, N o. 12, Jo in t R esolution to accept a reeonnoisance 

and  pre lim inary  survey,
A s co rrec tly  enrolled.
M r . B rad ley , from the Jud ic ia ry  committee, to whom was re 

fe rre d ,
Senate file. No. 33, A  bill for an act am endatory to an act to
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provide for the better settling end adjudicating of the several 
titles set up to the H a lf  B reed  lands, in L ee  county, passed  
J a n u a ry  11, 1845,

Reported the same back, w i th  sundry  amendments thereto, 
ar.'l recommended its passage.

T he  question being on concurr ing  in  said report,
W as decided in the affirmative.
M r .  Sanford, from the  committee on county boundaries ,  to 

whom was referred ,
I I .  11. file. N o. ho , A  bill for an act to amend an act. entitled 

an act to establish new  counties,  and define their  boundaries,  
Reported the same back, w ith  sundry  amendments there to , 

and asked the concurrence  of the  Senate there in .
T he  question being on concurr ing  in the repor t  of the com

mittee,
Yvas decided in the affirmative.
M r .  Sanford, from the select committee to w hom  was re fe r

red,
Senate file, No. 40, A n  act authorizing the Secretary  of State 

to c’ollcct and a rrange  certain papers in his office,
Reported  the same back, w ith  sundry  amendments thereto, 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,
T he  question being on concurr ing  in the  repor t  of  the com

mittee,
Was decided in the affirmative.

O n motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, 1’. M .

T W O  O ’C L O C K , P .  M .

II . R . file, No. 47, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 
an act for the  organization of Pottawatomie and other counties .  

Being a special order in committee of the whole.
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T he Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, M r .  
W rig h t  in  the chair, and after some lime spent therein, the 
committee rose, and by their  chairman reported  progress, and 
asked  leave to sit again, at 2  o’clock, P. M .,  to-morrow,

W h  ieh being granted,
On motion,

T he  Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning.

T H U R S D A Y ,  M O R N I N G ,  D u c m iu n t ,  21, IS48.

Senate m et p u rsu an t  to adjournment.
M r .  Shields offered the following resolution :
Resolved, by  the Senate, the H ouse of Representatives con

curr ing ,  T ha t the G enera l  Assem bly will adjourn on Friday, 
December 22d, to meet again on W ednesday, January  bd, 
1849.

M r .  E sp y  moved to amend, by s tr iking out the w ord " W e d 
n e sd a y ” and inser t  “ T uesday '”  inst.,

W hich  was disagreed to.
M r .  Roy'ston moved to amend byr s tr ik ing  out the words, 

“  Janu ary  o u ,” and insert “ December 2 6 th .”
Upon w hich the yeas and nays being requested, w ere  ordered, 

and w ere  as follows :
Y eas— M essrs .  A lger,  E spy ,  H arbour,  IIowcl,  Royston, 

Sprott,  W righ t,  and M r .  Pres iden t— S.
N a y s— M e ssrs .  Eradley , Browning, Cassady, Cook, C raw 

ford, Jay ,  Sanford, Shields, Springer, and W hee le r— 10.
M r .  Espy' moved the indefinite postponement of said resolu

tion.
U pon which, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and being 

ordered, w ere  as follows :
T eas— M essrs .  E spy ,  Harbour,  I Iowcl.  Royston. Sprott, 

\ \  right,  and M r .  President— 7.
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N ays— M essrs .  A lger ,  Bradley, B row ning, Cassady, Cook, 
Crawford, Jay ,  Sanford, Shields, Springer,  and W h ee le r— 11.

So the indefinite postponement was disagreed to.
M r .  E sp y  moved to amend by s triking out the words J a n u 

ary  3d, 1849,” and insert  “  December 27, in s t .”
T he  yeas and nays w ere  requested  upon the adoption of the 

amendm ent,  and being ordered, w e re  as follows:
Y eas— M ess rs .  A lge r ,  E spy , IIo.wcl, Royston, W rig h t ,  and 

M r .  President.— U.
N a y s— M es s r s .  Bradley, Brow ning , Cassady, Cook, C raw 

ford, H arbour,  Jay ,  Sanford, Shields, S pringer ,  Sprott,  and 
W h ee le r— 12.

So the amendm ent was disagreed to.
T he  question recu r r ing  on the adoption of said resolution,
T he  yeas and nays w e re  called for, and being ordered, w e re  

as fo l low s:
Yeas— M e ssrs .  A lger ,  Bradley, Brow ning, Cassady, Cook, 

C raw ford , Ja y ,  Sanford, Shields, Springer,  and W h ee le r— 11.
N ay s— M essrs .  E spy ,  H arbour,  H ow el,  Royston, Sprott,  

W righ t,  and M r .  P res iden t— 7.
A n d  the question was decided in  the affirmative.
Air. Crawford , from the committee on Claims, to whom was 

referred ,
T h e  claim of Samuel C. Heed,
R eported  adversely' to its allowance.
T h e  quest ion  being on concurring in the repo r t  of the com

mittee,
W as decided in the affirmative,
M essage from the H ouse of Represen ta tives,  by M r .  L e i -  

fmgwell,  chief c lerk  :
M r . President—

I  h erew ith  re tu rn ,
Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for an appropr ia 

tion of land for the improvement of S k u n k  r iver.
Senate file, No. 34, A  bill for an act to locate a State road 

therein  named.
Senate file, No. 15, A  bill for an act to establish a ferry dcross 

the Dcs M oines r iver,  at Boatman’s mill, in L ee  county.
13



98 J O U R N A L  O F

T h e  same h a tin g  passed the H ouse of R epresen tatives w ith 
out am endm ent.

I  am directed  to inform the Senate that the H ouse of R ep re 
sentatives has passed,

H . R . file, N o. 40, A n  act for the re lie f  of occupying claim
an ts of rea l estate.

I I .  R . file, N o. 48, A n  act to re s tra in  sw ine from running  at 
la rg e  in  C linton county.

H . R . tile, N o. 54, A n  act concerning claims on the H alf B reed 
tra c t.

I I .  R . file, N o. 56, A n act to repeal an act to provide for the 
location of the scat of governm ent of the S tate of Iow a, and 1'or 
th e  selection of land g ran ted  by C ongress to aid in erecting p u b 
lic build ings.

H . R . file, N o. 58, A n  act regulating  groccryr licenses.
H . R . lile, N o. 57, A n  act to vacate a certa in  road there in  

nam ed, and
II . R . tile, N o. 69, Jo in t R esolution for a mail route from 

W est Poin t, in  L ee county, to Salem , in  H en ry  county.
In  all of w h ich  the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
I  he rew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, N os. 3, 18, 20, 23, and 27,
T h e  same having passed both branches of the G eneral A s 

sem bly, and received  the signature of the S peaker of the H ouse - 
o f R epresen ta tives.

T he  P res id en t laid before the Senate a communication from 
Jam es P . C arleton, judge of the fourth jud ic ia l d istrict, accom
panying  a copy of the appointm ent of the organizing sheriff of 
Pottaw atam ie cou n ty ,

W hich  w as read  for inform ation, and,
O n motion o f  M r. S pringer,

L aid  ion the table.
O n motion of M r. Sprott,

Senate  lile, N o. 33, A n  act to provide for the better settling 
and adjudicating  of the several titles set up to the half b reed 
lands, in  L ee county,

IV as taken  from  the table, read  a th ird  tim e, passed, and title 
agreed to.
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II . R . file, No. 37, An act to locate the seats <*f j  nstic-e of 
Madison and W arren counties,

Ileing in order,
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
II . R. file, No. (18, M emorial for an increase of mail facili

ties.
W as read a third time, and,

On motion of M r. W right,
Referred to a select committe, and
M essrs. W right, Royston, and Shields w e re . appointed said 

committee,
H . R. file, No. 34, A n act to authorize David M , K ing to es

tablish and keep a ferry  across the Cedar river,
W as read a third time.
The question being upon the .passage of the bill,
M r. Bradley moved a call of the Senate, which rvas had, 
W hen it appeared that M essrs. Crawford, Howel, and H ar

bour w ere, absent.
Those gentlemen appearing and taking their seats,
T he further call was suspended.
A nd the question being taken,
T he yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs. A lger, Cook, Crawford, E spy , Jay , Royston, 

Sanford, Springer, Sprott, WThceler, and W right-—11.
N ays— M essrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, H arbour, H ow 

el, Shields, W right, and M r. P resident— 8.
So said bill was passed, and title agreed to . .
H . R . file, No. 36, A  bill for an act to locate a State road' 

from M enonato F ort A tkinson,
W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 36, A  bill for an act to establish a State road . 

and branch thereof,
Was read a third time.
The question being on the passage of the bill,
W as decided in the negative.

On motion of M r. Harbour,
The vote taken on the passage, of
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Senate file, No. 36, A  bill for an act to establish a State road 
and b ranch  thereof, w as reconsidered .

T he  question  then  being on the passage of said bill'.
W as decided in  the affirmative.
So said b ill was passed, and title  agreed to.
I I . R . tile, N o. 39, A  bill for an act to provide for the naviga

tion of the D es M oines riv e r, from the Racoon F o rk  thereof to 
th e  N o rth e rn  boundary of th is State,

W as read  a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.
H . R . tile, N o. 11, A  bill for an act to p reserve  the purity  

of elections,
W as read a th ird  tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. W righ t,
R ecom m itted.
M r . E sp y , from the committee on enrolled bills,

, R eported
Senate file, N o. 21, Jo in t R esolu tion  for the im provem ent of 

the harbor at D ubuque, and
Senate file, No. 34, A n  act to locate a State road there in  na

med, as co rrectly  enrolled.
M r. F .spy, in  accordance w ith  prev ious notice, introduced 
Senate file, N o. 46, A n  act am endatory to an act, relative to 

the P en iten tiary ,
W hich  w as read  a first and second tim e, and 

O n his motion,
R efe rred  to the comm ittee on the Jud ic ia ry .

O n motion of M r. Jay ,
, Resolved, B y the Senate, ( th e  H ouse concu rring ,) that the 
S ecre tary  of State, be requested  to correspond w ith  the proper 
departm ent of th e  G eneral G overnm ent, and obtain if  practica
b le , a copy of the survey  of the m ilitary road runn ing  through 
th is S tate, and w hen obtained to record  the same in his office.

Senate file, N o . 28, A  bill for an act to authorize W m . G reen 
to im prove C edar river, by a dam and lock,

W as read  a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.
Senate file, N o . 39, A  bill for an act to authorize the Suprem e 

C ourt to hold special term s,
W as read  a th ird  time, and,
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O n motion of M r. B row ning,
Laid on the table, and o rdered  to be engrossed .
IT. It. fib', N o. 55, A  bill for an act to au tho rize  F re d e r ic k  

A ndros to tran scribe  the records of the d is tric t co u rt in  C layton 
county,

W as read  a th ird  tim e, pressed, and title  agreed  to.
O n motion of M r . R ovston,

Senate file, N o. 37, A n  act am endatory to an act, c reating  a 
Board of P ub lic  W orks, and providing lb r th e  im provem ent of 
the D es M oines riv e r, approved F eb . 24th, 1847,

W  as taken  from the  table, and
O n motion of M r. B rad ley , the reading w as d ispensed  w ith , 

and said bill made the  special o rder for to -m orrow , 2  o 'clock, 
P . M ., in  com m ittee of the w hole Senate.

M r . W rig h t, on leave obtained, in troduced 
Senate file, N o. 47, A  bill for an act to am end an act. entitled  

an act, regu la ting  prac tice  in  the d is tric t courts in  th e  T erritory; 
of Iow a, approved M arch  10th, 1843,

W hich  w as read  a firs t and second tim e, and,
O n his motion,

R efe rred  to the com m ittee on the Ju d ic ia ry .
M r. A lg e r moved to take from the table
H . R . file, N o. 21, Jo in t R esolution for a g ran t o f land,
W hich  w as d isagreed  to.

O n motion of M r. B row ning ,
Resolved, T h a t W in . H . L arned  he em ployed as enro lling  and 

engrossing c lerk  for the  Senate, du ring  the p re sen t session.
On motion,

T he Senate adjourned till 2  o'clock, P . M .
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T W O  O ’CLOCK, P. M ,

M essage from the H ouse.of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
well, chief clerk.
M r . P residen t— •

I  am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of R epre
sentatives has passed

II .  R . tile, No. 82, M emorial and Joint Resolution for a ma
rine hospital at Rock Island.

H . R. file, No. 83, M emorial and Joint Resolution for an in
crease of the pension of Isaac W . Griffith,

In  w hich the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
I  herew ith return
Senate file, No. 22, Join t Resolution allowing John Brophy 

extra pay for locating salt springs,
T he same having passed the House of Representatives w ith

out amendment.
H . R. file, No. 47, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act, for the organization of Pottawatamie and other counties, 
Being in special order,
T he Senate resolved itself into a committee of the, whole, M r. 

Shields in the chair,
A nd after some time spent therein,
T he committee rose, and by their chairman 
Reported the same back without action, and 

On motion of M r. Bradley,
T he Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.
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FR ID A Y  M O R N IN G , D e c i m b m  22, 1848.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. W right, from the select committee to whom was refer

red,
H . R . file, No. 68, Jo in t Resolution for the increase of mail 

facilities,
Reported the same back, w ith sundry amendments thereto, 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.
The question being on concurring in the report of the com

m ittee,
W as decided in the affirmative.
M r. Shields, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported
Senate file, No. 39, A n act to authorize the Suprem e Court 

to hold special terms,
A s correctly engrossed.
Air. Royston, from the select committee to whom was refer

red,
H . R. file, No. 67, A  bill for an act to authorize W m . S. 

Townsend to keep a ferry  across the M issouri river, at T rader's 
Point,

R eported the same back, w ith one amendment thereto, and 
asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.

M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
well, chief clerk.
M r . P residen t—

I  am directed to inform the Senate that the House of R epre
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 70, Jo in t Resolution appointing an agent to 
pay the in terest on the Iowa State Stock.

H . R. file, No. 71, A  bill for an act to re-locate a State road 
therein named.

H . R. file, No. 62, A  bill for an act regulating costs in  crimi
nal prosecutions, in the counties of Davis and Appanoose.
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H . R. file, No. 74, A  bill for an act to establish the office of 
State p r in te r ,  define bis duties, and establish the prices of pub
lic prin ting .

H .  R . file, No. 63, Jo in t  resolution requir ing  the Secretary of 
State to fu rn ish  the counties of W a r re n  and Madison with cop
ies of the laws of this State.

I I .  R .  file, No. 59, Jo in t Resolution in support of M r.  W hit
n ey ’s project of a railroad.

I I .  I I .  file, No. 64, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 
an act to incorporate the ' to w n  of D avenport.

H .  R . file, No. 65, A  bill for an act relative to the record of 
the decree of partition in the H a lf  B reed  lands, in Lee county.

In  w hich  the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully re 
quested.

I  h e rew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, No. 42, A n act to locate a State road from I’ella, 

in M arion  county, to F o r t  Des Moines, in Polk  county.
Senate file, No. 30, A n  act to locate a State road therein 

named.
Senate file, No. 31, A n  act to authorize the A uditor of State 

to audit and  allow the expenses of the Suprem e Court.
Senate file, No. 32, A n  act to establish a State road therein 

named.
T h e  same having passed the H ouse  of Representatives w ith

out amendment.
I  h e rew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, No. 12, Jo in t  resolution to accept of a rceonnoi- 

sancc and preliminary survey,
T h e  same having passed both branches of the General A ssem

bly, and rece ived the signature of the S peaker  of the House of 
Representatives.

I am directed to inform the Senate, T h a t  the House of R ep
resentatives has refused to concur in the resolution of the Sen
ate, providing for the adjournment of the General Assembly, 
until the 3d of January ,  1849.

M r .  Crawford,from the committee on Incorporations,to whom 
was referred

I I .  II. file, No. 7, A  act to authorize Joh n  A .  M cFarland, his
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h e irs  and  a ss ig n s , to e s tab lish  and  k e e p  a  f e r r y  a c ro ss  th e  M is 
s is s ip p i r iv e r ,  a t th e  to w n  o f  M o n tro se , in  th e  c o u n ty  o f L e e  
and  S ta te  o f Iow a,

R e p o r te d  th e  sam e b a ck , an d  reco m m en d ed  its  in d efin ite  p o s t
p o n em en t.

T h e  q u e s tio n  b e in g  on c o n c u rr in g  in  tire r e p o r t  01 th e  co m 
m ittee ,

W a s  de ci ded  in t he  a iu r uu f i ve .
S en a te  Jile, N o . 4 0 , A  h ill fo r an  act to  a u th o r is e  th e  S e c re ta 

r y  o f S ta te  to  co llec t an d  a r ra n g e  c e r ta in  p a p e rs  in  h is  oliice,
W  as re a d  a  seco n d  lim e, and

O n  m otion  of M r .  S anfo rd , J
O rd e re d  to  b e  en g ro sse d  and  re a d  a  th ird  lim e  to -m o rro w .
I I .  R . file . N o . 2 o , A n  act to am en d  an  ac t to  e s ta b lish  n e w  

c o u n tie s  a n d  d efine  th e ir  b o u n d a rie s ,
W a s  re a d  a  second  lim e, and 

O n  m otion  o f  Ivlr. I to y sto n ,
T h e  l a t h  ru le  w as su sp en d e d , sa id  b ill re a d  a  th ird , tim e , 

p a sse d , and  t it le  ag reed  to.
H .  I t .  file , N o . 38 , A n  act r e q u ir in g  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f S ta te  to 

re c o rd  S ta te  roads,

W a s  re a d  a  second  tim e, and,
O n  m o tio n  o f M r .  GaoU.

R e fe r re d  to  th e  com m ittee  o n t k o  J u u ic ia r y .
H .  11. file , N o . 29 , A  bill  fc r  an  act to  re p e a l an  ac t a p p ro v 

ed J a n .  2 5 th , A . D . 1848. e n title d  an  a c t to  am en d  an  a c t to  d e 
fine th e  tim e  o f ho ld in g  e lections fo r  S ta te , d is tr ic t  a n d  c o u n ty  
officers, ap p ro v ed  F e b . 2 5 th , A . 11. 1847,

W as re a d  a second  lim e, and,
O n  m otion  of M r .  B ro w n in g ,

O rd e re d  to  a  th ird  read in g  to -m o rro w .
H . II . file , N o . 21 , Jo in t R eso lu tio n  fo r a g ra n t o f lan d  from  

C o n g re ss , w a s  re a d  a second  tim e.
M r .  W h e e le r  m oved  to lav  sa id  b iil  e u  th e  tab le .
U p o n  th is  q u estio n , th e  y e as  and nays w e re  re q u e s te d , and  

b e in g  o rd e re d , w e re  as fo llow s :
Y e a s—  M e s s rs .  B ro w n in g . C ook, J a y ,  S an fo rd , W h e e le r  and  

V\ r iirh t— (>.
14
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Nays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 
Howel, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, and M r. President - 
— 1 1 .

M r. Cassady moved to suspend the 13th rule, and read the 
bill a third time now.

W hich was disagreed to.
On motion of M r. A lger,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.
H . R. file, No. 82, Memorial to Congress for a marine hos

pital at Rock Island,
Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M f. Cook,
T he 18th rule was suspended, said memorial read a third 

time, passed, and title agreed to.
H . II. file, No. 83, Memorial and Joint Resolution, asking an 

increase of the pension of G eo. W . Griffith,
W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Espy,
T he 13th rule was suspended, said memorial read a third 

time, passed, and title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 57, A  bill for an act to locate a certain road 

therein named, was read a third time, and,
On motion of. M r. W heeler,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.
H . R. file, No. 69, Joint Resolution for a mail route from 

W est Point, in Lee county, to Salem, in Henry county,
W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Sprott,
T he 13th rule was suspended, and said joint resolution read 

a th ird  time.
On motion of M r. Bradley,

Referred to a select committee, and
M essrs. Bradley, Springer and Sprott, w ere appointed said 

committee.
H . R . file, No. 58, A bill for an act to regulate grocery li

cense, was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Espy,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
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II. R. file, No. 56, A n act to repeal an act entitled an act to 
provide for the location of the seat of Government of the State 
of Iowa, and for the selection of land granted by Congress, to 
aid in erecting public buildings,

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of M r. W right,

Referred to the committee on Public Buildings.
H . R. file, No. 48, A  bill for an act to restrain  swine from 

running at large in Clinton county,
W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. W heeler,
R eferred to a select committee, composed of 
M essrs. W heeler, Cook and Bradley.
H . R. file, No. 40, A  bill for an act for the relief of the occupy

ing claimants of real estate, was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of M r. Browning,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
II. R . file, No. 54, A  bill for an act concerning claimants on 

the half breed tract in Lee county,
W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Sprott,
R eferred to the committee on the Judiciary.
H . R . file, No. 57, Poetical Resolution, &c. and substitute,

, On motion of M r. Bradley,
Laid on the table.
Senate file, No. 39, A  bill for an act to authorize the Supreme 

Court to hold special terms, »
W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 41, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act to provide for the management of the State L ibrary, and 
for the election of a librarian, approved Feb. 15th, 1847,

W as taken from the table, and,
On motion of M r. W right,

Read a second time, and 
On his motion,

O rdered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.
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TW O  O’CLOCK, P . M .

Senate file, No. 37, A  bill for an act amendatory to an act, 
creating a Board of Public W orks, approved Feb. 24th, 1847, 

Being the special order,
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole,
M r, Casady in the chair.
A nd after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 

by their chairman,
Reported progress, and asked leave to sit again at 2 o’clock, 

P . M ., to-morrow,
W hich being granted, the Senate,

On motion,
A djourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

SA T U R D A Y , M O R N IN G , D e c e m b e r , 23, 1848.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. Shields, from the committee on Engrossed Bills,
Reported,
Senate file, No. 41, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act to provide for the management of a State library, and the 
election of a librarian.

Also,
Senate file, No. 40, A  bill for an act to authorize the Secre

tary of State to collect and arrange certain papers in his office,
A s correctly engrossed.
M r. E spy, from the committee on Enrolled bills, reported
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Senate lile, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for an appropria
tion of land for the improvement of Skunk river.

Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution to allow John Bropliy 
an additional compensation for the locating of salt springs.

Also,
Senate file, No. 34, An act to locate and establish a State 

road therein named,
As correctly enrolled.
M r. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 

they had presented the following bills for the signature of the 
Governor :

Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a mail route from 
Fort Des Moines to the East, or Boon Fork of the Des Moines 
river.

Senate file, No. 20, An act to establish a State road from Del
hi, in Delaware county, to Independence, in Buchanan county.

Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution accepting a reeonnoi- 
sance and preliminary survey.

Senate file, No. 23, An act to establish a State road from Ce
dar Rapids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa county,

And,
Senate file, No. 18, Joint Resolution for carrying the mail.
Senate file, No. 40, A  bill for an act to authorize the Seore- 

tajy of State to collect and arrange certain papers in his office,
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
H. R. file No. 29, A  bill for an act to repeal an act approved 

January 25, A. D. 1848, entitled an aet to amend an act defi
ning the time of holding elections for State, district, and county 
officers, approved February 25, 1847. ‘

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land from 

Congress,
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
H. R. file,#No. 57, A bill for an act to locate a certain road 

therein named,
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Message from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief c le rk :
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M r. P re s id e n t—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of R epre
sentatives has passes,

H . R. file, No. 53, A  hill for an act to organize the Supreme 
Court of the State of Iowa.

II . R. file, No. 72, A  bill for an act to establish a State road 
from Cedar Rapids, in Linn county, to M arengo, in Iowa 
county.

H . R. file, No. 75, A  bill for an act to amend an act regula
ting attachments.

H . R. file, No. 76, A  bill for an act to fund the State debt.
H . R. file, No. 77, A  bill for an act to authorize Israel A th

erton to establish and keep a ferry across the M ississippi river, 
at a point in Scott county opposite Cordovia, in the State of I l
linois.

H . R. file, No. 79, A  bill for an act supplemental to the act 
of February 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amend
atory to an act to establish common schools, approved January 
16, 1840.

H . R. file, No. 81, A  bill for an act to locate a State road 
from Knoxville, in Madison county, via the seats of Justice of 
W arren  and Madison counties, to the w estern line of Madison 
county.

In  all of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully 
requested.

I  herew ith return .
Senate file, No. 21, Join t Resolution relative to the improve

ment of the Harbour at Dubuque.
Senate file, No. 24, A n act for a State road therein named,
The same having received the signature of the Speaker of 

the House of Representatives.
I  herew ith present for your signature,
H . R . file, No. 13, A n act to establish a State road from Ed- 

dyvile, in Wapello county, to Bloomfield, in Davfs county.
H . R. file, No. 23, A n act to amend the city charter of the 

city of Burlington,
IL. R. file, No 28, A n act to authorize the judge of probate 

of M arion county, to transcribe the records of the probate court.
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H . R. file, No. 41, Joint Resolution for the establishment of 
a  land office at F ort Des Moines.

H . R. file, No. 46, A n act to establish a State road from M rs. 
Feslers to intersect the road running to Columbus city.

H. R. file, No. 54, Joint Resolution asking a mail route from 
P rarie du Chien, to F ort Atkinson.

The same having passed both branches of the G eneral A s
sembly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives.

Senate file, No. 41, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 
an act to provide for the management of the State library , and 
for the election of a librarian, approved February  15, 1847, 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
II. R . file, No. 68, memorial for an increase of mail facilities, 
Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. W right,
The 13th rule was suspended, said memorial read a third time, 

passed and title agreed to.
H . R . file, No. 67, A  bill for an act to amend an act to au

thorize W m. S. Townsend, and his associates, to keep a ferry  
across the M issouri river at T rader’s Point,

Was read a second time, and,
On motion of M r. Springer,

Amended as follows : “ Add a section—this act may be alter
ed or repealed at any time, by the General Assembly.

On motion of M r. Royston,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 74, A  bill for an act to establish the office of 

State prin ter, define his duties, and establish the prices of pub
lic printing.

Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Browning,

R eferred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the 
special order for Wednesday next.

H . R . file, No. 62, A  bill for an act to regulate costs of crimi
nal prosecutions, in Davis and Appanoose counties,

Was read a first and second time, and,
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Oil motion of M r. E spy,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
H . R. file, No. 63, Jo in t Resolution requiring the Secretary of 

State, to furnish the counties of W arren and M adison w ith co
pies of the revised statutes and other laws of this State,

W as read a first and second time, and,
On motiou of M r. Casady,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a th ird  tim e, 
passed, and title agreed to.

H . R. file, No. 65, A  bill for an act relative to the record of 
the decree of partition of the half breed tract of land, situated in 
Lee county,

W as read a first and second timd^ and,
On motion of M r. Browning,

R eferred to the committee on the Judiciary.
H . R . file, No. 59, Jo in t Resolution relative to M r. W hitney’s 

railroad project,
W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Cook,
R eferred to the committee on Internal Improvements.
H . R . file, No. 70, Jo in t Resolution appointing an agent to 

pay the interest on the Iowa State stock,
W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Browning:,
O '

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a 
third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H . R. file, No. 71, A  bill for an act relocating a State road 
therein named,

W as read a first and second time, and 
On motion of M r. Browning,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass
ed, and title agreed to.

M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
well, chief clerk.
A ir. President— ■

I herew ith present lo r  your signature,
II . R. file, No. 34, A n act to authorize David W . King to es

tablish and keep a ferry  across the Cedar river, at a point oppo-
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'site to Cedar R apids.
I I .  11. file, N o. 3(1. A n  net to locate a Stale road from M inolta 

to F o rt A tkinson.
H . 11. file, N o. 37, A n  act to locate the scat of ju s tice  of M ad 

ison and W arren  counties.
H . R . file, N o. 35, A n  act to authorize F red e rick  A ndros to 

transcribe the records of Clayton county.
H . R . lilc, N o. 39; A n  act to. provide for the navigation of the 

D es M oines riv e r, betw een the mouth of the Racoon F o rk  th e re 
of, and the N orthern  boundary of this State.

H . R . file ,'N o . 26, A n  act to amend an act entitled an act to 
establish new  counties, and define the ir boundaries.

H . R . file, N o. 82, M em orial to Congress for a m arin e  hosp i
tal at Rock Island.

H . R . file, No. 83, M em orial and Jo in t R esolution to increase 
the pension of Isaac W . G riffith.

A lso,
I  herew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, No. 34, A n  act to establish a State road there in  

named.
Senate file, N o. 35, M em orial to C ongress for an appropria- 

' tion of land for the im provem ent of Skunk  river ; and
Senate file, N o. 22, Jo in t R esolution  allow ing ex tra  com pen

sation to John  B rophy, for serv ices rendered in selecting  salt 
springs.

A ll of w hich have passed both H ouses of the G eneral A ssem 
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the H ouse of 
R epresentatives.

M r. lloyston, w ith  leave obtained, introduced
Senate file, N o. 48, A  bill l‘or an act to re-apportion  the State, 

and define the senatorial and rep resen ta tive  districts the re in .
O n his motion, *

Laid on the tabic, and the usual num ber of copies o rdered to 
•be printed.

M r. B radley, from the select committee to  whom was re fe rred
II . R . file, No. (19, Jo in t R esolution for a mail route from  ' 

W est Point, in  L ee countv, to Salem, in H en ry  count.
R eported a substitute,

15
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W hich was read a iirst and second tim e, and,
On molion of M r. Sprott,

T he 13th ru le  was suspended, said substitu te  read a th ird  
tim e, passed, and titled agreed to,

M r. Shields, from the committee on schools, to wjiom was re 
fe rred

T he petition of certain citizens, asking for the donation of the 
college square, in  Iow a city, fo the medical faculty  of the Iow a 
U niversity , reported

Senate file, No. 43, A  bill for an act to donate the college 
square in Iow a city , to the medical departm ent of the Iow a U ni
versity ,

W hich was read  for information, and,
O n his motion, '

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.
H . 11. file, N o. 35, Jo in t R esolution for the re lie f of H arvey 

Leonard,
W as read a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r. W right,
R eferred  to the committee on the Jud ic iary .
II . 11. file, N o. 72, A  bill for an act to establish a road from 

C edar llap ids , in  L inn  county, to M erengo, in Iow a county, 
W as read a first and second time, and,

O n motion of M r. Cook.
Laid on the table.
M essage from the H ouse  of R epresentatives, by M r. Leffing- 

w ell, chief clerk.
.Mr. President—

.1 am directed to inform the Snatc, that the H ouse  of R epre
sentatives has passed

I I .  R . file, No. 73, A  bill for an act to locate a State road from 
B urlington, in Dos M oines county, to F o rt M adison, in L ee Co.

H . R. file, No. 78, A  bill for an act to extend the time for 
putting  a lock in the Iow a City m anufacturing company mill dam.

H . R . file, No. 43, A  bill for an act asking an appropriation 
for the im provem cnt.of the M aquoketa river.

H . R. file. No. 88, A  bill for an act to legalize the acts of the 
county comm issioners of lie s  M oines county.
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In  all of w hich the concurrence of the Senate is respectfu lly  
requested .

I herew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, No. 33, A n  act am endatory to an act entitled “ an 

act to provide for th e  better settling  and ad justing  the several 
titles set up  to the h a lf  b reed  lands in L ee coun ty ,’’ passed 
Ju n e  11th, 1845.

Senate file, N o. 36, A  bill for an act to establish a State road 
and branch  thereof.

T he  same having passed the H ouse of R epresen ta tives w ith 
out am endm ent.

H . R . file, N o. 75, A  bill for an act to amend an act regu la 
ting  attachm ents,

W as read  a first and second tim e, and.
O n motion of M r. Cook,

R eferred  to the comm ittee on the Jud ic iary .
H . R . file, N o. 76, A  bill for an act to fund the debt of the 

State,
W as read  a first and seeond tim e, and,

O n motion of M r. E sp y ,
R eferred  to the comm ittee.on W ays and M eans.
H . R . file, N o. 77, A  bill for an act to au thorize Is rae l A th 

erton to establish  and keep  a fe rry  across the M ississipp i riv e r, 
at a point in  Scott county, opposite Cordovia in  the State of 
Illinois,

W as read  a first and second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r . W heeler,

R eferred  to the com m ittee on Incorporations.
H . R . file, N o. 79, A  bill for an act supplem ental to the  act of 

F eb . 25 th , 1849, entitled  an act supplem ental and am endatory to 
an act to establish  common schools, approved Jan . 15th, 1847, 

W as read  a first and second tim e, and,
O n m otion of M r. B radley ,

R eferred  to the com m ittee on Schools.
II . R . file, N o. 81, A  bill for an act to locate a S tate road 

from K noxville, in  M arion  county, via. the county seats of W ar
ren  and M adison to the w est line of M adison county,

W as read a first and second tim e, and,
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O n motion of M r. Cassadv,
T he  13th ru le w as suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, pass

ed, and title  agreed to.
I I .  R . file, No. 73, A  bill to locate a Stale road leading from 

B urlington, in  D es M oines county, to F o rt M adison, in Lee 
c o u n ty ,

W as read a first and second time, and,
O n motion of M r. E sp y ,

R efe rred  to the comm ittee on Roads.
I I .  II. file, N o. 78, A  bill 1'or an act to extend the time of 

putting  in  a lock in the Iow a City M anufacturing company mill- 
dam ,

W as read a first and second time, and,
. O n motion of M r. A lg er,

R efe rred  to a select comm ittee, and
M essrs . A lger, Sprott, and Shields w ere  appointed said com

m ittee.
H . R . file, No. 43, Jo in t R esolution for an appropriation of 

m oney, or land, for the im provem ent, o f the navigation of the 
M aquoketa  river,

W as read  a first and second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r. B radley,

T he  13th ru le  w as suspended, said jo in t resolution w as read 
a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.

H . R . file, N o. 8, A  bill for an act to legalize the acts of the
board of comm issioners of D es M oines county, w as read a first and second tim e, and,

O n motion of M r. Selman, (M r . B row ning in the chair,) 
R eferred  to the delegation from D es M oines county.
M r . Selman, on leave obtained, offered the following reso lu

tion :
Resolved, T hat the committee on the Jud ic iary , be instructed  

to inquire  into the expediency of reporting  a bill compelling the 
attendance of the d istric t judges at the stated term s of the d is
tr ic t courts in this State, w hich  w as adopted.

H . R . file, N o. 64, A  b ill for an act to amend an act entitled,
an act to incorporate the tow n of D avenport,

W as read a first and second tim e, and,
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O n motion of Mv. W heeler,
O rdered  to a th ird  reading on W ednesday nex t.
M r. B radley, from the committee on the Ju d ic ia ry , to whom 

was referred ,
H . R . file, N o. 53, A  bill for an act to organize th e  Suprem e 

C ourt of th is State,
R eported  the same back, and recom m ended its indefinite post

ponem ent.
T he question being on concurring  in  the report of the com

m ittee,
W  as decided in  the affirmative.
M r. E sp y  moved to lay said bill and report on the table.
M r. E sp y  moved a call of the Senate,
W hen  it appeared that M essrs . Cook, R oyston, and A lg e r 

w ere  absent.
M r. A lg e r being excused, and M essrs . Cook and R oyston 

appearing,
T he fu rth e r call was d ispensed w ith .
T he question then  being upon laying said bill and rep o rt on 

the table,
W hs decided in the negative.
M r. C raw ford  moved the indefinite postponem ent o f said 

b ill. ,
T he  yeas and nays being requested , w ere  ordered , and w ere  

as follows : ,
Y eas— M essrs . B radley, B row ning, Cassady, C raw ford , H a r

bour, H ow cl, Jay , Sanford, Shields, Wrheeler, W rig h t, and M r. 
P res iden t— 12.

N ays— M essrs. E spy , S pringer, and S prott— 3.
So said bill was indefinitely postponed.

O n motion,
T he Senate adjourned till 2  o’clock, P . M ,
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TW O  O ’CLOCK, P. M.

Senate file, No. 37, A  bill for an act amendatory to an act cre
ating a Board of Public W orks, approved February 24, 1847, 

Being in special order,
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, M r. 

Springer in the chair,
And after some time spent therein,
The committee rose, and by their chairman,
Reported the same back, and recommended its reference to 

the committee on Internal Improvements.
W hich was concurred in.
M r. W right offered the following resolution :
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to examine 

into the condition of the State library, and to inquire as to the 
expediency of making an appropriation for an increase thereof, 
and report by bill or otherwise.

On motion,
Laid on the table.

On motion of M r. Harbour,
The Senate resolved itself into an executive session,
A nd after some time spent therein, the session rose.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till Wednesday morning next, at 10 

o’clock.
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W E D N E S D A Y  M O R N IN G , D e c e m b e r  2 7 ,  1848. 

Senate m et pu rsuan t to adjournm ent.
M r. C raw ford p resen ted  th e  rem onstrance of E li S toddard and 

seventy o ther citizens of F o r t M adison, in L ee  county, against 
the granting  of an exclusive priv ilege w ithin the lim its of said 
tow n.

On motion of M r. B radley ,
R eferred  to a select comm ittee, composed of 
M essrs. E sp y , Sprott, and C raw ford, to whom w as re fe rred  
H . R. iile, N o. 17, A  bill for an act to au thorize G eo. K cil, 

his heirs and assigns, to keep  a w h arf boat a t F o rt M adison, in  
L ee  county.

M r. B rad ley  p resen ted  a rem onstrance from J .  P . M ille r and 
fifty other citizens of Johnson  county, against the obstruction  of 
the navigation of the Iow a riv e r by mill dams,

W hich w as read  for inform ation, and laid on the table.
M r. B radley  p resen ted  the petition of J .  H . F is h e r  and one 

hundred o ther citizens of Iow a city, asking the G enera l A ssem 
bly to extend the tim e for pu tting  a lock in the Iow a city  m an
u facturing  company mill dam,

W hich w as read  for inform ation, and
Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.
M r. C raw ford , from the select committee to whom w as re 

ferred,
H . R . file, N o. 17, A  bill for an act to au thorize  G eorge 

K eil, his he irs and assigns, to keep  a w h arf boat at F o rt M ad
ison, in L ee  county, reported  as follows :

R E P O R T :

Y our committee have taken  the subject under due considera
tion, w ith  a view  to a co rrec t conclusion upon the righ ts  o f  the 
applicants for special favors at the hands of the G eneral A ssem 
bly, as also the duties of that body as regards its action thereon.
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T he p resen t case you r committee deems peculiarly  situated, in 
asm uch as the franchise asked for, if  granted, may conflict w ith 
the charter of incorporation of the city of F o rt M adison. 
Y our committee, on exam ination of the statutes, by reference to 
those of the last G enera l A ssem bly of the State, find a bill in 
corporating said city , and extending to the authorities thereof 
all the pow er (as y o u r committee believes) to take action upon 
ilie p rayer of any c itizen  w ho m ight w ish  to keep  a “ w harf 
boat,” or exercise any other liberty  or franchise w ith in  the lim 
its or ju risd ic tion  of the authorities of said city.

T his bill, coming as it does from the popular branch of the 
G enera l A ssem bly, yo u r committee has i'elt m uch m ore solicit
ude than o therw ise they might, had it originated in  the Senate.

T he  inquiry  has been, is such a privilege necessary to the 
in terests  and w elfare  of the citizens of F ort M adison ? A nd 
if  so, have not the authorities of that city the pow er comm ensu
ra te  w ith  the necessity  for such a g ran t ? H ave the citizens 
petitioned for the same ? A ll w hich your committee have ex 
am ined w ith  m uch care. T hey are of opinion that at least 
hasty  legislation on subjects of so much [apparent im portance, 
ought to be avoided by th e  G eneral A ssem bly.

T h is  conclusion, in th e ir  opinion, is much strengthened by the 
rem onstrance from the M ayor and Board of A lderm en of said 
city  of F o rt M adison : the argum ents contained in w hich, your 
committee deem of m uch force in coming to the conclusion they 
have, atal in the recom mendation they now make to the Senate 
on this bill.

T hey  therefore in s truc ted  me to recommend the indefinite 
postponem ent of said bill, and w ish to attach as p art of their re 
port, the following rem onstrance, referred  to th e ir considera
tion, by the H onorable Senate.

A ll w hich is respectfu lly  submitted.
T o the H onorable Senate and H ouse of R epresentatives of the

State of Iow a, at the ir session of D ecem ber, 1848.
T he mayor and alderm en of the tow n of F o r t M adison, 

respectfu lly  state to your body, that they are informed that ap 
plication has or w ill be made to you, for the exclusive privilege 
of keeping a w harf boat on the M ississippi river w ithin the lim-
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its of this town, lbr the purpose of trade. The undersigned, on 
behalf of the people of the town, protest against any such grant 
of their corporate rights. They believe that the corporation is 
now endowed with all necessary power on that subject for the 
public good. Further  ; they are of the opinion that all exclu
sive grants of privileges, are violations of public rights, unjust, 
and contrary to republican principles. We are of the opinion, 
that any individual grants of the nature above referred to, would 
be injurious to the public good, and a violation ol' the corporate 
rights now conferred on the inhabitants of the town. Therefore 
we desire that you will reject ail such applications, if presented 
by any person or persons whomsoever.

W iC K L IF F  K IT C H E L L ,  Mayor. 
H E N R Y  E N O , j  
A. G. F P JD L E Y ,
O TW A Y  C U T L A il ,  [-Aldermen.
I r. C. M eM U E P IIY ,
JO S E P H  H U F F ,

The question being on concurring in the report of the com
mittee, was decided in the affirmative.

Sir.  Rovston, from the committee on Internal Improvements, 
to whom was referred

Senate hie, No. b>7, A. bill for an act amendatory to an act 
creating; a Board of Public Works, approved Feb. 24th, 1847. 
and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved J an. 24,1818,

Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and 
asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.

On motion of M r. Bradley,
Said bill and report were laid on the table, subject to the order 

of the Senate.
M r. Browning, from the select committee, to whom was re

ferred
H. R. Me, No. 88, A  bill for an act to legalize the acts of 

the county commissioners of Dos Moines county,
Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend

ed its passage.
The question being on concurring in the report of the com

mittee.
'  18
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W as decided in the affirmative.
H . R . file, No. 64 , A  bill l'or an act to amend an act entitled 

an  act, to incorporate the tow n of D avenport,
W as read a th ird  time, passed, and title  agreed to.
H . R . file, N o. 74, A  bill for an act to create the office of pub

lic  p rin te r, to provide for his election, define h k  duties, and ■ 
establish  the p rices of public p rin ting , being in special order, 

T h e  Senate resolved itse lf into a committee of the whole, M r. 
Sanford in  the chair ;

A n d  after some tim e spent therein .
T h e  committee rose, and by th e ir chairm an,
R eported  progress, and asked leave to sit again, at 2 o'clock, 

P . M .
W hich  being granted,

O n motion,
T he  Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock. P . M .

T W O  O 'C L O C K , P . M .

In  committee of the w hole Senate, M r. Sanford in the chair, 
A fte r some tim e spent therein ,
T he  committee rose, and by the ir chairman,
R eported  th e  same back w ith  sundry  amendm ents, and asked 

'th e  concurrence of the Senate therein .
O n motion of M r. H arbour,

R efe rred  to a select committee, and
M essrs . H arbour, W heeler and B radley, w ere appointed said 

com m ittee.
M essage  from the H ouse of 'R epresentatives, by M r. Lefling- 

w ell, ch ief c lerk .
M r . P residen t—

I  am d irected  to inform the Senate, that the H ouse of R cpre- 
sentatives has passed,
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H . R. file, No. 90, A  bill for an .ac t to amend an act entitled 
an act, for the incorporation of the tow n of Bloomington.

II . R . file,; N o 94, Jo in t R esolution  for a m ail rou te  from A l- 
bia, in M onroe county, to T ra d e r’s Point, on the M issouri riv e r.

H . R . file, N o. 97, Jo in t R esolu tion  requesting  our Senators 
to p rocure a certified p lat of all th e  m ilitary roads in the S tate.

In  all of w hich the concurrence of the Senate is req u ested .,
I  herew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, N o. 40, A n  act to authorize the S ecre ta ry  of State 

to collect and arrange certa in  papers in  his office.
H . R . file, N o. 90, A n  act to am end an act entitled an act, for 

th e  incorporation of the tow n of Bloomington, approved J a n . .23, 
1839,

W as read a first and second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r. H arbou r,

R eferred  to the committee on Incorporations.
H . R . file, N o. 94, Jo in t R esolution for a mail rou te  from 

A lbia, in  M onroe county, to T ra d e r 's  Point, on, the M issouri,, 
riv e r,

W as read  a first and second tim e, and 
On motion of M r. Royston,

R eferred  to a select comm ittee, and
M essrs . Royston, Sanford and Shields,,, w ere  appointed said 

committee.
I I .  R . file, N o. 97, Jo in t R esolution for a certified plat o f all 

the m ilitary roads in  th is S tate, „
W as read for inform ation, and.

O n motion of M r. Jay ,
Raid on the table.

O n his motion,
T he Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-m orrow  m orning.
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T H U R S D A Y  M O R N IN G , D ixtm u eh  2S, IS IS .

Senate met p u rsuan t to adjournm ent.
A ir. Cook p resen ted  a petition i'rom W in. G reen , and SO oth

er citizens of C edar R apids, p ray ing  for an act of incorporation 
for said tow n.

On his motion,
R eferred  to the committee on Incorporations.
A ir. W rig h t p resented  a petition from Thom as D ean and oth

e r citizens of P ittsburg , in \ a n  B uren  county, p raying a vaca
tion of a portion of said tow n.

On his motion,
R eferred  to a select committee of th ree, and
M essrs W righ t, Sanford, and Jay  w ere  appointed said com

mittee.
M r. B radley, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate lile, N o. 49, M em orial to Congress for the establish

m ent of certa in  m ilitary posts,
W hich was. read  a first and second tim e, and,

On his motion,
R eferred  to a select committee, and
M essrs . B radley , Sprott, and- H ow el w prc appointed said’ 

committee.
M r. E sp y , from the committee on E nro lled  B ills, reported
Senate file, No., 42, A n act to locate a State road from Pella, 

in  M arion county, to F o rt D es M oines, in  P olk  county.
Senate file, N o. 15, A n act to establish a fe rry  at Boatman’s 

m ill, on the D es M oines riv e r, in  L ee county'.
Senate file, N o . 31, Air act to authorize the A uditor of State 

to  audit and allow  expenses of the Suprem e C ourt of this 
S tate.

Senate file, N o. 30, A n act for a S tate road there in  named.
Senate file, N o. 36, A n act to establish a State road and 

branch thereof, and
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Senate tile. No. oil. A n  act. amendatory to an act to provide 
tor the better settling and adjudicating of the severa l  titles set 
up to the H a lf  Breed Lands in Lee county, passed Ja n u a ry  11. 
1S45.

A s correctly  enrolled.
M r .  H arbour,  from the select committee to w hom  was r e f e r 

red,
11. R .  file, No. 7-1, A  hill for an act to establish the ofliee of 

State p r in ter ,  define his duties,  and establish the prices  of p u b 
lic printing,

R eported  the same bach, with one amendment, and recom 
mended its passage'.

T he  question being; upon concurring in the rep o r t  of the com
mittee,

W as decided in the affirmative.
M r .  Bradley, from the committee on the Jud ic ia ry ,  to whom 

was referred .
H .  R . file, No. 40, A  bill for an act for the re l ie f  of occupy

ing claimants of real estate,
Submitted the following

II. E  V O 11 T  :

Y our committee have had the said bill under  consideration, 
and find from an examination of its different provisions, that there  
are some things there in  contained, that are unexceptionable and 
to w hich  they suppose there  would be no objection, while there  
are other provisions to w hich  they are unw ill ing  to assent,  and 
w hich  in their  opinion it would be impolitic to enact into a law.

Y o ur  committee would fu rther state that incom ing  to the con
clusion w hich  they here in  recommend, they are  assisted by the 
fifty-third section of the act regulating the action of r ig h ts ,”  
w hich  provides, that the defendant in such action may set oil" any 
perm anent improvements he may make on the premises in d is
pute, at their  fair value, against any damages to w hich  the p la in
tiff may be entitled for the witholding of possession, &c.

Y our committee are induced to believe that this is as far .as 
legislation lias heretofore gone in most if  not all the states in this
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union, and they know of no great reason why a change should 
now be made here.

But even if all the principles contained in this bill were cor
rect, your committee arc of the opinion that the present session 
should be brought to a close as soon as possible consistent with 
the public good—that no laws of a general nature should be ta
ken up, except such as are imperiously demanded by the pres
sing wants of the State, or those that we are compelled by the 
Constitution to now act upon ; and this because all matters will 
undergo the scrutiny of the revising committee, and a system 
then bo adopted which will be much more perfect than we can 
expect to make by "  cndments and additions to our present con
fused code.

For the reason us briefly stated, your committee would re
commend the indefinite postpostment of said bill.

The question being on concur :ng in the report of the commit
tee,

Was decided in the affirmative.
Mr. Espy, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 

referred,
Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for an appropriation to 

improve the Des Moines rr.d Hock River rapids, of the M is
sissippi river,

Submitted the following

R E P O R T :

That they have had the subject under consideration, but have 
not within their reach such data as the committee considers im
portant to be set forth in such memorial.

It is also understood by the committee that a memorial setting 
forth such information, statistics &c., prepared at much research, 
is within the reach of our Representatives and Senators in Con
gress, having been presented to that body at a previous session.

They therefore report said resolutions back to the Senate, and 
recommend their adoption without amendment.

Mr. Harbour, from the committee on roads, to whom was re
ferred
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H .  R .  HIe. N o .  73, A  bill  fo r  an  act  to es tab l ish  a S ta te  road  
lea d in g  from  B u r l in g to n ,  in D c s  M o in e s  c o u n ty ,  to F o r t  M a d 
ison, in  L e e  county ,

R e p o r te d  the  sam e b a ck ,  w i th o u t  a m en d m en t .
M r .  C a ssa d y ,  f rom  th e  se lec t  com m ittee  to w h o m  w a s  r e f e r 

red .
S e n a te  file, N o .  44 ,  A  bill  fo r  an  act  to a m en d  an act  en t i t led  

a n  act  to de line  the  l imits of the  firs t  C o n g re ss io n a l  d is t r ic t ,  
R e p o r te d  a  su b s t i tu te ,  a  h i l l  fo r  an  act to a m e n d  an  act  e n t i t led  

a n  ac t  to d iv ide the  S ta te  in to  tw o  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d is t r ic t s .
O n  motion of M r .  H a r b o u r ,

L a id  on the  table ,  su b je c t  to th e  o rd e r  of  th e  S ena te .
H .  R .  iile, N o .  74 ,  A  bill  for an  act  to e s tab l i sh  th e  office of 

S ta te  P r in t e r ,
W a s  re a d  a  second  t im e.
M r .  J a y  ofiered  th e  fo l lo w in g  a m e n d m en t  to sec tion  10. *
“  T h a t  th e  pub l ic  p r in te r  shall  be  a l lo w ed  s ix ty - l iv e  cen ts  p e r  

th o u sa n d  cms, fo r  th e  f irs t  h u n d r e d  copies ,  an d  8  cen ts  p e r  
th o u sa n d  ems for each  addit ional  h u n d r e d  copies  w h e n  th e  n u m 
b e r  o f  copies  o rd e re d  to be  p r in te d  shall  e x c e e d  one  th o u sa n d ,  
a n d  be less  th an  tw o  th o u sa n d ,  th e  pub l ic  p r i n te r  sha l l  be  a l lo w 
ed  s ix ty - l iv e  cen ts  p e r  th o u sa n d  ems, for the  f irs t  five h u n d r e d  
c op ies ,  and  e igh t  cents  p e r  th o u sa n d  for e v e r y  addit ional  h u n 
d re d  copies;  w h e n  th e  n u m b e r  of cop ies  o rd e re d  to be  p r in te d ,  
sha l l  e x c e e d  tw o  th o u sa n d ,  and  be  less  th a n  fo u r  th o u sa n d ,  th e  
p u b l ic  p r in te r  shall  be  a l lo w e d  3 5  cents  p e r  th o u sa n d  em s for 
th e  firs t  l ive h u n d r e d  copies ,  an d  8  cents  p e r  th o u sa n d  cm s for 
e v e r y  aditional h u n d r e d  copies ,  an d  in p ro p o r t io n  to th e  above  
p r ice s ,  any  p r in t in g  th a t  m ay  be o rd e re d  by  l a w . ”

T h e  q u e s t io n  b e in g  u p o n  th e  adoption  of th e  am endm en t ,
T h e  yeas  and nays  w e r e  r e q u e s te d ,  and  b e in g  o rd e red ,  

w e r e  as follows :
Y e a s — M e s s r s .  Cook, J a y .  Sanford .  Sp ro t t .  W h e e le r ,  and 

W r i g h t — b'.
N a y s — M e s s r s .  B ra d le y ,  C assad y ,  C r a w f o r d ,  E s p y ,  H a r b o u r ,  

H o w  el* R oyston ,  Sh ie lds ,  and  M r .  P r e s id e n t— 9.
M r .  Cook m oved  to s t r ik e  out '• 8 ”  and  in se r t  16 ” in s e c 

t ion  10.
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O n motion of M r .  Sanlbrcl,
Recommitted, w ith  instructions to fu rn ish  the Senate with 

information relative to the terms used in said bill.
H . R. file, No. 88, A  bill lor an act legalizing the acts of coun

ty commissioners of Des iVIoincs county,
W as read a second time, and,

O n motion of M r .  Vv right,
O rd e red  to a third  reading to-morrow.
r l .  II. file, No. 47, A n  act to amend an act entitled an act for 

the organization of Pottawatomie and other counties, approved 
F e b ru a ry  24, 1847, was read a second time.

M r .  E s p y  moved to strike out. the second section.
L non  this question, the yeas and nays w ere  requested, and 

being ordered, w ere  as follows :
Y eas— M e ss rs .  Eradiey. Cook. E sp y ,  Jay ,  Sanford, Sprott, 

W heele r  and \ \  right— 8.
Nays— M essrs .  Cassady. Crawford, H arbour,  I low el ,  Roys ton 

and M r .  P res id en t— 6 .
So tile question was decided in the  aiiirmative.

O n motion of M r .  Eradiey,
Laid on the table, subject to the order of (lie Senate.

On motion of M r .  E spy ,
II . E .  file, No. 32, A  bill for an act to authorize William P. 

Wils on to keep  a ferry  across the Des Moines river,  at Monte
rey,

Was taken from the table, read a first and second lime, and 
O n his motion,

A m ended as follows : in se r t  in the first: section after fifteen
years, the  words “ w ith  the exclusive priv ilege .”

On motion of M r .  E spv ,
T h e  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill read a third  time, 

passed, and titled agreed to.
M r .  C raw ford , from the committee on Incorporations, to whom 

was referred
II. II . tile, N o. 77, A  bill for an act to authorize Israel A th 

erton to establish and keep a fer ry  across the M ississippi river,  
at a point in Scott county, opposite Oordovia in the Stale of Illi
nois,
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R eported the same back w ithout amendm ent, and recom m end
ed its passage.

Said bill w as read  a second time, and,
O n motion of M r. W heeler,

T he  13th ru le  w as suspended, and said bill read  a  th ird  tim e. 
T he question being on the passage of the bill, th e  yeas and 

nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere  as follow s :
Y eas— M essrs . Cook, C raw ford, E spy , How el, Ja y , Sanford, 

Spr.ott, W heeler, and M r . P res iden t— 9.
N ays— M essrs . B radley , Casady, H arbour and "Wright— 4.
So said bill w as passed and title agreed to.

On motion of M r. E sp y ,
Senate file, N o. 19, Jo in t R esolution .for an appropria tion  to 

im prove the D es M oines and Rock riv e r rapids, in  the M iss is 
sippi riv e r,

W as taken  from the table, read  a second time, and,
O n his motion,

T he 13th ru le -w a s  suspended, said jo in t reso lu tion  read a 
th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.

On motion,
T he Senate ad journed till 2  o’clock, P . M .

T W O  O ’C L O C K , P . M .

M essage from  the H ouse of R epresen tatives, by M r. L el- 
lingwell, chief c lerk  :
.Mr. President—

I herew ith  p resen t for you r signature,
H . II. file, N o. 21, Jo in t R esolution for a g ran t o f land from 

C ongress.
H . R . file, N o. 29, A n  act to repeal an act, approved  J a n u a 

ry  25, A . D . 1848, entitled “ an act to amend an act defining the 
17
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tim e  lo r  ho ld ing  e lections fo r S ta te , d is tr ic t  and  cou n ty  officers,’’ 
a p p ro v e d  F e b ru a ry  2 5 , 1 8 4 7 .

I I .  R . file, N o. 43 , J o in t  R eso lu tio n  for an  ap p ro p ria tio n  of 
m oney  or lan d , for th e  im p ro v em en t o f th e  n av iga tion  o f th e  
M a q u o k e ta  r iv e r .

H . R .  file, N o . 5 7 , A n  act to locate  a  c e r ta in  road  th e re in  
n am ed .

H .  R . file , N o . 6 3 , Jo in t  R e so lu tio n  re q u ir in g  th e  S e c re ta ry  
of S ta te  to  fu rn ish  th e  co u n ties  o f W a r re n  and  M ad iso n , w ith  
th e  re v is e d  s ta tu te s  and o th e r law s of th is  S ta te .

I I .  R . lile , N o . 67 , A n  ac t to a u th o rize  W m . S . T o w n se n d  to 
k e e p  a  f e r ry  acro ss  th e  M isso u r i  r iv e r  a t T r a d e r ’s P o in t.

I I .  R . file, N o . 6 8 , M e m o ria l fo r an  in c re ase  o f m ail fac ilitie s.
I I .  R . lile , N o . 70 , J o in t  R eso lu tio n  ap p o in tin g  an  ag en t to  

pay  th e  in te re s t  on th e  Io w a  S ta le  s to ck .
11. R . file, N o . 71 , A n  ac t re -lo ca tin g  a  S ta te  road  th e re in  

n a m e d .
H . R . file, N o . 8 1 , A n  a c t to  locate a S ta te  road  from  K n o x v ille , 

in  M a r io n  co u n ty , v ia . th e  sea ts o f ju s t ic e  o f W a rre n  and  M a d 
iso n  co u n tie s , to th e  w e s t  lin e  o f M ad iso n  coun ty .

T h e  sam e h a v in g  p assed  b o th  b ra n ch e s  o f th e  G e n e ra l A sse m 
b ly , an d  re ce iv e d  th e  s ig n a tu re  ol; th e  S p e a k e r  o f th e  H o u se  of 
R e p re s e n ta tiv e s .

M r .  J a y  offered th e  fo llo w in g  re so lu tio n  :
Resolved , B y th e  S e n a te , th e  H o u se  co n cu rrin g , th a t th e  G e n 

e ra l  A sse m b ly  w ill  a d jo u rn , nine die, on th e  1 0 th  of Ja n u a ry  
n e x t.

O n  m otion of M r .  B rad ley ,
L a id  on th e  tab le .
M r .  H a rb o u r , from  th e  se lec t com m ittee, to w hom  w as re fe r re d
H . R . file, N o . 74 , A  b ill for an  act to e stab lish  th e  office of 

S ta te  p r in te r , define h is  d u tie s , and e stab lish  th e  p r ice  o f p u b lic  
p r in tin g ,

R e p o rte d , in  com pliance w ith  in s tru c tio n s , th e  b ill b ack  to 
th e  S en a te .

M r .  C ook  offered  th e  fo llow ing  am endm en t to sec tion  17—  
T h a t  th e  sam e p rice s  h e re in  estab lished , sha ll be paid  for the  

p r in tin g  o f th e  law s of th e  p re se n t se ss io n .’’
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The question being on the adoption of the amendment,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, E spy, Jay , Roy- 

ston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott, W heeler and W right— 11.
Nays—M essrs. Cassady, Harbour, Howel, and M r. P resi

dent— 4.
The question was decided in the affirmative.
M r. Espy moved to add the word “ journals” after the word 

“ law s” in section 17.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and be

ing ordered, were as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Cook, Espy , W heeler, W right and M r. P re s

ident— 5. .
Nays— M essrs. Bradley, Cassady, C raw ford.H arbour, Howel, 

Jay , Itoyston, Sanford, Shields, and Sprott.— IQ.
So said amendment was disagreed to.

On motion of M r. Espy,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
Message from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief c le rk :
M r. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of R epre
sentatives has passed"

H . R. file, No. 80, A  bill for an act to create the fifth judicial 
district.

H . R . file, No. 89, A  bill for an act to locate a State road 
therein named.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
I also herewith return
Senate file, No. 28, A  bill to authorize Wm. G reene, his. 

heirs and assigns, to improve the Cedar river, by putting in a 
dam and lock.

Senate file, No. 35, Join t Resolution providing compensation 
for the commissioners appointed to select the Des Moines river 
lands.

Senate file, No. 41, A  bill for an act to amend an act to pro-
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vide for the State L ibrary , and (lie appointm ent of a librarian, 
approved F eb ru a ry  15, 1847.

T h e  same having passed the H ouse of R epresentatives, w ith 
out am endm ent.

M r. Shields, from the committee on schools, to whom was re 
ferred  H . R . f;lc, N o. 79, A  bill for an act supplem ental to the 
act of F eb ru a ry  25, 1847, entitled an act supplem ental and 
am endatory to an act to establish common schools, approved Jan 
uary  16, 1840 .

R eported  the same back, w ith  one am endm ent thereto, and 
asked the concurrence of the Senate therein .

O n motion of M r. Jay ,
L aid  on the table.

O n motion of M r. Roysfon,
Senate file, No. 37, A  bill for an act am endatory to an act 

creating  a Board of Public W orks, approved F ebruaay  24, 1847, 
and repealing  an act supplem ental thereto , approved January  
24 , 1848,

W as taken  from the table, and
O n motion of M r. B radley, the Senate resolved itse lf into 

a comm ittee of the w hole, for the consideration thereof,
M r. W hee le r in  the chair.
A nd  after some tim e spent therein ,
T he  committee rose, and brr their chairman,
R eported  p rog ress, and asked leave to sit again to-m orrow. 

10 o’clock, A . M .
W hich being granted,
T he  Senate,

O n motion,
A djourned  till 10 o’clock to-m orrow  morning.
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F R ID A Y  M O R N IN G , D ecem ber  29, 1848,

'innate m et p u rsuan t to adjournm ent.
M essage from the IIouso  of R epresen tatives, by M r. Lofting- 

w ell, ch ief c lerk .
Air. President—

I am directed  to inform  the Senate, that the H o u se  of R e p re 
sentatives has passed

H . R . file, N o. 101, Jo in t resolution to p rev en t the extension 
of hum an slavery .

In  w hich the concurrence of the Senate is requested .
I  h erew ith  re tu rn ,
Senate tile, N o. 33 , A n  act to establish a state road there in  

named.
Senate file, No. 30 , A n  act to locate a State road from  Pella, 

in M arion  county, to F o rt D es M oines, in P olk  county.
Senate tile, N o. 15, A n  act to establish a fe rry  at Boatm an’s 

mill, on the D es M oines riv e r, in L ee county.
Senate tile, N o. 36, A n  act am endatory of an act entitled  an 

act to provide for the b e tte r settling and adjudicating  of the sev
eral titles set up  to the H a lf B reed lands, in  L ee  county.

Senate file, N o. 31, A n  act to authorize the A ud ito r o f State 
to audit and allow  th e  expenses of the S uprem e C ourt of this 
State.

Senate file, N o. 42 , A n  act to locate a S tate road there in  
named.

T he  sam e hav ing  received  the signature of the S p eak er o f the 
H ouse of R epresen ta tives.

M r. B radley , from  the comm ittee on the Ju d ic ia ry , to whom 
w as re fe rred ,

Senate file, N o. 47, A  bill for an act to am end an act entitled 
an act regu la ting  practice in  the d is tric t courts in  the T e rrito ry  
of Iow a, approved F e b ru a ry  10, 1848,

R eported  the same back, w ith  tw o additional sections.
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The question being on concurring in the report of the com
mittee,

W as decided in the affirmative.
On his motion,

Said hill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to
morrow.

M r. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred,.

I I .  R . fde, No. 65, A  bill for an act relative to the record 
of the decree of partition of the H alf Breed lands in Lee 
county,

Reported the same back with one amendment,
W hich was concurred in, and,

On his motion,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, pass

ed, and title agreed to.
M r. W heeler, from the select committee to whom was refer

red,
H . R. file, No. 48, A  bill for an act to restrain swine from 

running at large in Clinton county,.
Reported the' same back, w ith one amendment,
W hich was concurred in.
M r. Espy, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was 

referred,
H . R. file, No. 54, A  bill for an act concerning claims on the 

H alf Breed tract,
Reported the same back, w ith sundry amendments thereto, 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,
W hich was agreed to, and,

On motion of M r. W right,
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.
M r. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom 

was referred,
H . R. file, No. 76, A  bill for an act to fund the State debt,
Reported the same back, w ith one amendment,

• W hich was concurred in.
M r. Espy, from the committee on Elections, to whom was 

referred.
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H . R. file, No 11, A  bill for an act to preserve the purity  of 
elections,

Reported the same back, w ith sundry amendments thereto, 
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com
mittee,

W as decided in the affirmative.
The President laid before the Senate a communication from 

H is Excellency, Governor Briggs, accompanying a letter from 
Captain Roberts, U . S. rifles, presenting a sword and set of 
armour, trophies taken in the late w ar w ith M exico, to the State 
of Iowa.

W hich was read for information, and,
On motion of M r. Sanford,

Referred to a select committee, w ith instructions to prepare 
resolutions of- thanks to the donor, and,

M essrs. Sanford, Bradley, Sprott, Shields, and Cassady w ere 
appointed said committee.

Senate file, No. 37, A  bill for an act amendatory to an act cre
ating a Board of Public W orks, approved F ebruary  24, 1847. 
and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved January  24, 
1848,

Being the special order,
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 

M r. Bradley in the chair, and,
A fter some time spent therein,
The committee rose, and by their chairman,
Reported the same back, w tth sundry amendments thereto- 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.
On motion of M r. Harbour,

Laid on the tabic, subject to the order of the Senate.
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock P. M.
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TW O  O’CLOCK, P . M.

On motion of M r. Alger,
The petition and remonstrance relative to the Iowa City Man

ufacturing Company mill-dam,
W ere taken from the table, and referred to the select commit

tee composed of M essrs. Alger, Sprott, and Shields, to whom 
was referred

II. R. file, No. 78, A  bill for an act to extend the time of 
putting a lock in the Iowa City M anufacturing Company mill- 
dam.

M r. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred,

H . R. file, No. 58, A  bill for an act regulating grocery li
censes,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

On motion of M r. Sanford,
Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.

. M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leiliug- 
well, chief clerk.
M r. President—

I  am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed

H . R. file, No. 93, A  bill for an act to compel persons enter
ing the improvements of settlers upon the public lands, to pay 
for the same.

H. R. file, No. 99, A  bill for an act for the relief of Appc- 
noose county,

In which the concurrence of the Senate is rcipiested.
I herewith return
Senate file, No. 19, A  joint resolution for an appropriation to 

improve the Des Moines and Rock river rapids, in the Missis 
sippi river.
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The same having- passed the House of Representatives w ith
out amendment.

II. 11. file, No. 88, A  bill for an act for legalizing the acts of 
the county commissioners of Des Moines county,

W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
II . R. file, No. 80, A  bill to create the fifth judicial district, 
w as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Gassady, , _
A  call of the Senat e was ordered, when it appeared that 
M essrs. Bradley, Crawford, Cook, Browning, H arbour, Roy- 

ston and Shields, w ere absent.
On motion,

M essrs. Browning and Cook, were exciised.
M essrs. Bradley, Harbour, Shields and R oystjn , appearing. 
The further call was,suspended, and,
M r. W right moved to amend, by inserting after the word 

“ Boon,” the words, “ and the country lying w est.”
Upon the adoption thereof,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs, Jay , Sanford, Sprott, W heeler and W right— 5 
N ays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, E spy, Harbour, 

Howel, Royston, Shields and M r. President— 9.
So said amendment was disagreed to.
M r. Cassady moved to strike out “ M uscatine,” from the 3rd 

section,
W hich was agreed to.
M r. Jay  moved to lay on the table.
.Disagreed to.
M r. Bradley moved to read said bill a third time to-morrow. 
M r. W right moved to read said bill a third time on Monday 

next.
The question being upon reading said bill on Monday next, 
Was decided in the negative.
The question recurring  on the motion to read said bill a third 

time to-morrow, was decided in the affirmative.
H. R. file, No. 89, A  bill for an act to locate a State road 

therein named,
18



138 JO U R N A L  O F

W as read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Harbour,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass
ed, and title agreed to.

H . R . file, No. 93, A  bill for an act to compel persons enter
ing the improvements of settlers, to pay for the same,

W as read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Sprott,

T he last section was struck from said bill.
M r. Jay  moved to refer to the committee on the Judiciary.
D isagreed to.
M r. W right moved to lay on the table.
Disagreed to.
M r. Sprott moved to suspend the 13th rule, and read the hill 

a third time now.
Disagreed to.
M r. Shields moved to refer said bill to the committee on M il

itary Affairs.
Disagreed to.
M r. W right moved that the Senate resolve itself into a com

mittee of the whole, for the consideration'thereof.
Disagreed to.
M r. Bradley moved to refer said bill to the committee on Pub

lic Buildings.
Disagreed to.
M r. Sprott moved that said bill be ordered to a third reading 

on Monday next.
Disagreed to.

On motion of M r. Jay,
Said bill was referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and 

made the special order for to-morrow, at 2 o’clock, P . M.
PI. R. file, No. 99, A  bill for an act for the relief of Appe- 

noose county,
Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Bradley,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
H . R. file, Iso. 73, A  bill to locate a State road, from Burling

ton, in Dcs Moines county, to Fort Madison,



T H E  S E N A T E . 13 !)

W as read  a second tim e, and.
On m otion of M r. E spy ,

T he 13th ru le  w as suspended, said bill read  a th ird  tim e, p ass
ed and title  ag reed  to.

H . R . file, N o. 101, Jo in t R esolution for the suppression  of 
hum an s lavery , t

W as read  a  firs t and second tim e, and,
O n m otion of M r. Royston,

Said Jo in t R esolution w as indefinitely  postponed.
O n m otion of M r. W right,

Senate file, N o. 37, A  bill for an act am endatory to an act, 
creating  a B oard of Public W orks, approved F eb ru a ry  24 , 1847, 
and repealing  an act supplem ental thereto , approved Ja n u a ry  24 , 
1848,

W as tak en  from  the table.
O n motion,

T he Senate adjourned, till 10 o’clock, to-m orrow  m orning ..

S A T U R D A Y  M O R N  IN ( i, D k c p m h e k  30, 1848. 

Senate m et pu rsu an t to adjournm ent.
M r. B rad ley , for M r. Shields, from  th e  comm ittee on E n 

grossed B ills , reported
Senate file, N o. 47, A  bill for an act to am end an act entitled  

an act regu lating  practice in the d is tric t courts in  the T e rrito ry  
of Iow a, approved  F eb ru a ry  10, 1843,

A s co rrec tly  engrossed.
M r. E sp y , from  the committee on E nro lled  Bill,
R eported  tha t they  had p resen ted  the follow ing bills to the 

G overnor, for his signature :
Senate file, N o. 21, Jo in t R esolution relative to the im prove

m ent of th e  harbou r at D ubuque.
Senate file, N o. 34, A n  act for a S tate road there in  nam ed.
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Senate file, No. 25, M em orial to C ongress for an appropria
tion to im prove the navigation of S kunk  riv e r.

Senate file, N o. 24, A n act to  locate and establish a State road 
th e re in  named.

Senate file, N o .’ 33, A n  act am endalory to an act entitled an 
act to provide for the better settling  and adjudication of the 
claims set up  to the H a lf B reed  lands, in L ee county.

Senate f i le ,,N o. 42, A n act to locate a Stale road from Pella, 
in  M arion  county-, to F o rt D es M oines, in  Polk  county.

Senate file, N o. 15, A n  act to establish a fe rry  at Boatman's 
m ill, on the D es M oines riv e r, in  L ee county.

Senate file, N o. 36, A n  act to establish a slate road and branch 
thereo f.

Senate  file, N o. 32, A n  act to locate a S tate road therein  
nam ed.

M r . C raw ford , from the committee on Claims, to whom was 
re fe rred ,

H . I t .  file, N o. 33, Jo in t R esolution for the re lie f of H arvey  
L eonard , w ith  the accom panying papers,

R epo rted  the same back, and recom m ended its indefinite post
ponem ent.

T h e  question being on concurring  in  the rep o rt of the com
m ittee,

YV as decided in the affirmative.
So said bill w as indefinitely postponed.
M essage from the H ouse of R epresen tatives, by M r. Lefling- 

w ell, ch ie f c lerk .
M r . P residen t—

I h e rew ith  p resen t for you r signature ,
I I .  R . file, N o. 74, A n act to create the office of State p rin t

er, define his duties, and establish the prices of public printing,
• A lso , *

H . R . file, N o. 64, A n act to amend an act to incorporate the 
tow n  of D avenport,

T h e  same having passed both branches of the G eneral A ssem 
bly , and received  the signature of the Speaker of the H ouse of 
R epresen ta tives.

M r. A lger, from the select comm ittee, to whom was referred
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H. IE file, No. 78, A  bill for an act to extend tlie time for 
putting in a lock in the Iowa City M anufacturing Company mill- 
dam,

Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

On his motion,
The 13th rule -was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
The question before the Senate, (o f the preceding day,) be

ing on concurring in the report of the committee of the whole 
Senate, on

Senate file, No. 37, A  bill for an act amendatory to an act 
creating a Board of Public W orks, approved F ebruary  24, 
1847, and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved Ja n 
uary 24, 1848.

On motion of M r. Harbour,
Said report and bill w ere laid on the table, till Tuesday next. 
H . R. file, No. 80, A  bill to create the fifth judicial district, 
W as read a third time, and,
The question being on the passage of the bill,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy', 

H arbour, Howel, Royston, and M r. President— 9.
Nays— M essrs. Jay , Sanford, W heeler and W right— 4.
So said bill was passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 47, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act regulating practice in the district courts,
W as read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
IT. R . file, No. 54, A  bill for an act concerning claims on the 

H alf Breed Tract,
Was read a third time, and 

On motion of M r. Espy,
Recommitted,
H . R. file, No. 48, A  bill for an act to restrain swine from 

running at large, in Clinton county',
W as read a second time, and 

On motion of M r. W heeler,
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T he 13th ru le  was suspended, said bill read  a th ird  time, 
passed, and title  agreed to.

I I .  R . file, N o. 76, A  bill to fund the S tate debt,
W as read  a second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. W righ t,
T he Senate resolved itse lf into a committee of the whole, M r. 

H arbou r in  the chair,
A nd  after some time spent therein ,
T he  com m ittee rose-, and by th e ir chairm an,
R eported  the same back, w ith  one am endm ent thereto , and 

requested  the concurrence of the Senate there in .
W hich  w as agreed to.
M r. Sanford moved to adjourn  until 2  o’clock, P . M .
M r. E sp y  moved to adjourn until T uesday  next, 2  o’clock P . M . 
T h e  question  being on the motion, to adjourn  till T uesday 

next, 2  o’clock, P . M .,
W as. decided in  the negative;
T he question then  recu rrin g  on the motion to  adjourn till 2  

o’clock, P . M .,
W as decided in the affirmative.

T W O  O ’C LO C K , P . M .

M r. E sp y , from the committee on the Ju d ic ia ry , to whom 
w as re fe rred ,

H . R . file, N o. 54, A  bill for an act concerning claims on the 
H a lf  B reed  T ract,

On leave obtained,
R eported  the same back w ith  one am endm ent thereto,
W hich  w as concurred  in, and,

O n his motion, '
T he  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill was re a d a th ird  time, 

passed, and title  agreed to.
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Oil motion of M r. W righ t,
M r. Sanford w as excused  for the w eek  n ex t ensu ing .

O n motion of M r. Ja y ,
T he  follow ing reso lu tion  w as taken* from the table :
Resolved, B y th e  Senate, the H ouse concurring , th a t the 

G eneral A ssem bly w ill ad jou rn  sine die,, on the 10th o f Ja n u a ry  
next.

On the adoption of said resolu tion , the yeas and naj's  w e re  
requested , and being  ordered , w ere  as follows :

Y eas— M essrs . A lg er, B rad ley , Cassady, C raw ford , E sp y , 
H ow el, Jay , R oyston, Sanford, W righ t, and M r. P res id en t— 11. 

N ays— 0.
H . R . file, N o. 93, A  bill for an act to compel persons, e n te r

ing the im provem ents of se ttle rs to pay for the sam e,
Being the special order, in committee of the w hole, the Senate 
R esolved itse lf  accordingly,
M r. Ja y  in  the chair,
A nd  after somo tim e spen t there in ,
T he com m ittee rose, and by  th e ir chairm an,
R eported  the same back, iv ith  sundry  am endm ents there to .

On motion of M r. B rad ley ,
R eferred  to the com m ittee on Claims.
T he P res id en t announced a confidential com m unication from  

H is E xcellency , G overnor B riggs ;
W hereupon  the Senate reso lved  itse lf into an execu tive  ses

sion.
T he session rose, and,
T he Senate,

On motion,
A djourned  till T uesday nex t, 10 o'clock. A . M .



114 JO U R N A L  OF

T U ES D A Y , M O R N IN G , J a n u a r y ,  2 ,  184!),

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. W right presented the petition ol' George Anderson and 

249 other citizens of the counties of Lee, H enry, Aran Euren, 
and Jetferson, praying for a State road from Keokuk, in Lee 
county, to intersect the State road from Glasgow to Fairfield ;

W hich was read for information, and,
On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Roads.
M r. Shields presented the petition of P . Campbell, and 180 

other citizens of Clayton county, praying for the removal of the 
seat of justice of said county.

W hich was read for information, and,
On his motion,

Referred to the Senators from Dubuque and Jackson couli- 
ties.

M r. Shields presented a petition from B. J .  O ’Halloran, and 
50 other citizens of Ddbuque county, praying the General A s
sembly to memorialize the General Assembly of the State of 
W isconsin, to use their influence to obtain a continuation of the 
Dubuque and K eokuk railroad, to the lakes at M ilwaukie.

On his motion,
Referred to the Senators from Dubuque and Jackson coun

ties.
M r. W heeler, w ith the consent of the Senate, presented the 

claim of Charles Jew it.
On motion of M r. Bradley,

Referred to the committee on Claims.
On motion of M r. Sanford, -

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish 
the President, members, and Secretary of the Senate, each with 
one of Bayless Robbins Barnum’s, or Spencer's pens.
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M r. W righ t, from the select committee to w hom  w as referred
T he  petition of Thom as D ean, and o thers, c itizens of the 

tow n of P ittsbu rg , asking a vacation of a p art o f said tow n, re 
ported,

Senate file, N o. 50, A  bill for an act to vacate a p a rt of the 
tow n of P ittsb u rg , in  V an B uren county.

W hich  w as read  a first and second time, and.
On his motion,

T he 13th ru le  w as suspended, said bill read  a th ird  time, 
passed, and title  agreed to.

M r. Shields, w ith  leave of the Senate, p resen ted  certain  
claims, expenses of the Suprem e court, at D ubuque.

O n motion,
R eferred  to the comm ittee on Claims.
Senate file, N o. 37, A  bill for an act am endatory to an act 

entitled an act to create  a Board of Public  W o rk s , approved 
F eb ru a ry  24, 1847, and repealing  an act am endatory  thereto , 
approved Jan u ary  24, IM S , being in  order,

M r. .Cassady moved a call of the Senate.
W h en  it appeared  tha t M r. H arbour w as absent.
T hat gentlem an appearing , the fu r th e r call w as suspended. 

O n motion of M r . E spy ,
T he vote had on Saturday , relative to adjournm ent,
W'as reconsidered .
M r. R oyston moved to amend by strik ing  ou t “ te n ,”  and in 

serting  “ fifteen .” ,
U pon the adoption of this amendment,
T he yeas and nays w ere  requested, and being ordered , w ere  

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . A lg er, Cassady, C raw ford , E sp y , H arbour, 

H ow el, Jay , R oyston, and M r. P residen t— 9.
N ays— M essrs . B radley, Sanford, Shields, S p ringer, Sprott, 

W heeler and W rig h t— 7.
M r. H arbou r moved to lay said resolution on the  table.
T he yeas and nays w ere  requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . C assady, H arbour, H ow el, and M r. P re s i

dent— 4 
19
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SJays-— M essrs. A lger, B radley , C raw ford, E spy , Jay , K oys- 
toii, Sanford, Sliields, S pringer, Sprott, W heeler and W right—  
1 2 .

So said motion was d isagreed to.
T h e  question being on the adoption of the resolution as amended, 
T he  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere  

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs. A lg er, B radley, C raw ford, E spy , Jay , R nys- 

ten, Sanford, Shields, S p rin g er, Sprott, W heeler, W righ t, and 
M r. P res id en t— 13.

N ays— M essrs . C assady, -H arbour and H ow  el-—3.
A nd  said resolution w as adopted.
T he  question then  being taken  separately on concurring in the 

am endm ents made by a comm ittee of the -whole Senate, to Sen
ate file N o. 37,

W  as decided in  the affirm ative.
M r . C assady moved to s trik e  out the 11th section of said bill. 
Upon w hich  the yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being o r 

dered , w ere  as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . B radley , Cassady, C raw ford , H arbour, Jay , 

Shields, and S pro tt— 7
N ays— M essrs. A lg er, H ow el, R oyston, Sanford, W’heeler, 

W righ t and M r. P res iden t— 7.
A nd  said motion w as d isagreed to.
M r . H arbour moved to s trik e  out the 15th section of said bill. 
M essage from the H ouse of R epresentatives -by M r. Leliiing- 

w ell, ch ief c lerk . ,
M r . P resident—

I am directed to inform  the. Senate, that the H ouse of R ep
resentatives has concurred in  the resolution of the Senate, p ro 
viding for the adjournm ent of the G eneral A ssem bly, on the 15lh 
inst.

T he  H ouse of R epresentatives has passed,
II . R . tile, No. 105, A  bill for an act, to establish certain 

S tate roads therein  named.
In  w hich the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

O n motion,
T he Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P . M .
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M r. W rig h t offered tlie following am endm ent to the 15th sce- 
tion of

Senate file. No. 39, A dd, “ T hat the am ount of bonds issued  
by said H oard, should never exceed the value of said lands at 
$1 25-100  per acre.

W hich  w as adopted.
T he  question  recu rrin g  on the motion to s tr ik e  out the 15th 

section of said bill.
T he yeas and nays w ere  requested , ami being ordered, w ere  

as follows :
Y eas— M e s s rs . B radley, Cassady, E sp y , H arbou r, Shields, 

S pringer, S p ro lt and W heele r— 8
N ays—-M essrs. A lger, C raw ford , H ow el, Jay , R oyston, S an

ford, W rig h t and M r. P res iden t— 8.
A iid said motion w as disagreed to.

O n m otion of M r. Royston,
Said b ill-w as ordered to be engrossed, and read  a th ird  tim e 

to-m orrow .
M r. E sp v , from  the committee on enrolled bills,
R eported
Senate file, N o. 19, Jo in t R esolution to im prove the Dos 

M oines and R ock riv e r rapids, in  the M ississ ipp i riv e r.
Senate file, N o. 41, A  bill for an act to am end an  ac t entitled  

an act to p rovide for the m anagem ent of the S tate L ib ra ry , and 
the election of a librarian!

Senate file, N o . 35, Jo in t R esolu tion  p rov id ing  com pensation 
for the com m issioners appointed to select th e  D es M oines r iv e r 
lands.

Senate file, N o. 28, A  bill for an act to au thorize  W m . G reen  
to im prove C edar river,

A s correctly  enrolled.
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M r. C raw ford, from the committee on Claims, to whom was 
re fe rred

H . R . file, No. 93, A  bill for an act to compel persons enter
ing  the im provem ents of se ttle rs, to pay for the same,

R eported  the same back, and recom mended its indefinite post
ponem ent,

W hich  w as agreed to.
M essage from the H ouse of R epresen tatives, by M r. Lef- 

fingw ell, ch ief c lerk  :
M r . President—

I am directed  to inform the Senate, that the H ouse of R enre-
'  A.

sentatives has passed,
IJ . R . file, N o. 91, A  bill for an act to locate a certain State 

road there in  named.
H . R . file, N o. 95, A  bill for an act supplem ental to an qct 

en titled  an act for the appointm ent and duties of Sheriffs, and 
I I .  R . file, N o. 108, A  bill for an act authorizing  W illiam F . 

B rackenridge, to construct a canal,
A lso , the following re so lu tio n :
Resolved, By the H ouse, the Senate concurring , that the Secre

ta ry  of S tate be requ ired  to fu rn ish  the officers of this H ouse and 
the  Senate, w ith  the same stationery that has been furnished 
the m em bers of said H ouse and Senate,

In  w hich  the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
O n motion of M r. Shields,

H . R . file, N o. 79, A  bill for an act supplem ental to the act 
of F eb ru a ry  25, 1847, entitled an act supplem ental and amen
datory  to an act to establish common schools, approved, January  
16, 1840,

W as taken  from the table, and 
Recomm itted.
M r . Royston, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, N o. 51, Jo in t R esolution in  relation to a mail 

route,
W hich w as read a first and second time, and 

O n his motion,
T h e  lo th  ru le  w as suspended, said Jo in t Resolution read a 

th ird  tim e, passed, and title agreed to.
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II. R. file, No. 11. A bill for an act to preserve the purity of 
elections, was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r. W right,
Amended as follows :
Add to the 9th specification of section 2d, “ unless the elector 

offering to vote out of his proper township, shall satisfy the judg
es by affidavit, or otherwise, that he is unable to arrive at his 
own township, in time to vote, and that he did not leave the same 
for the purpose of voting out of his township, nor on any busi
ness connected with said election.”

Upon the adoption thereof,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Bradley, Crawford, Jay , Sanford, W heeler, 

W right, and M r. P resident—7.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Espy, H arbour, Howel, 

Royston, Shields, Springer, and Sprott— 9.
M r. W right moved to strike out the 18th section of said bill. 
Upon which the yeas and nays w ere requested, and being or

dered, w ere as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Crawford, Jay , Royston, 

Sanford, Shields, Sprott, and W right— 9.
N ays—M essrs. Cassady, E spy, H arbour, Howel, S pringer, 

W heeler, and M r. President— 7.
A nd said motion was agreed to.

On motion of M r. Springer,
The 17th section of said bill was amended as follow s:
Insert after the word “ who” the words “ before or,”
M r. W right moved to amend the 6th section, as follows : 
Between the words “ shall” and “ open” in the first line, in 

sert “ or mark the ballot of any elector, for the purpose of as
certaining for whom the elector voles, or”

W hich was agreed to.
On motion of M r. Bradley,

The 16th section of said bill was stricken out.
M r. Crawford moved to strike out the 2d section.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays being requested, were 

ordered, and w ere as follows :
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Yeas— M essrs. Bradley, Crawford, Jay , Sanford, Shields, 
Sprott and W heeler— 7.

N ays— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Ilowel, 
Royston, Springer, W right, and M r. President— 9.

A nd the question was decided in the negative.
Onm otion of M r. Cassady.

O rdered to a third reading to-morrow.
M r. H arbour moved to, adjourn.
D isagreed to.
H . R . file, No. 91, A. bill for an act vacating a part of a cer

tain road, therein named,
W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. W heeler,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
H . R . file, No. 95, A  bill for an act supplemental and amenda

tory to an act entitled an act for the appointment and duties of 
Sheriffs,

Was. read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. W right,

R eferred to the committee on the Ju d ic ia ry  
H . R . file, No. 108, A  bill authorizing William F . Brecken- 

ridge to make a canal,
W as read a first and second time, and,

O n motion of M r. Sprott,
R eferred to the committee on the Judiciary.
M r. Bradley, from the select committee, to whom was refer

red
Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress for the establish

ment of certain military posts,
Reported the same back, w ith joint resolution.
The question being on concurring in the report of the commit

tee,
W as decided in the affirmative.
H . R. file, No. 105, A  bill for an act to establish certain state 

roads therein  named,
W as read a first and second time.
The question being on concurring in the resolution of the
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H ouse, granting stationery to the officers of the G eneral Assem-

bly>
Was decided in the negative.

On motion of M r. Crawford,
Referred to the committee on Roads.

On motion of M r. Harbour,
The Senate adjourned till to-morrow, ten o’clock, A . M.

W ED N E SD A Y  M O R N IN G , J a n u a r y  3, 1845.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. Bradley, presented the petition of G. C. Montague, and 

160 other citizens of the State of Iowa, praying for the passage 
of a law, making it the duty of the Board of Commissioners of 
the county of Jackson, to provide for the erection of a substan
tial and permanent bridge across the Maquoketa river, at Bridge
port, in Jackson county,

W hich was read for information, and,
On his motion,

R eferred to a select committee, and
M essrs. Bradley, Springer, and Harbour, w ere appointed said 

committee.
M r. Springer presented the account of Joseph T. Fales, for 

certain services required by law, and 
On his motion,

Referred to the committee on claims.
M r. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 

was referred,
H . R. file, No. 108, A  bill for an act authorizing W . F . Brack- 

enridge to make a canal,
Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend-

its passage j also,
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H . R . file, N o. 95, A  bill for an act, supplem ental and amend
atory to  an act, entitled  an act, for the appointm ent and duties of 

.sheriffs.
M r. H ow el, from  the committee on R oads, to whom w as re 

fe rred
T he  petition  of John  W righ t and o thers, p ray ing fo r a review  

o f the S tate road, leading from Iow a C ity to Bloomington, 
R eported ,
Senate file, N o. 52, A  bill 'fo r an act to establish a certain 

road, th e re in  named.
W hich  w as read  a first and second time, and,

O n his motion,
Said bill w as considered as engrossed, and ordered to a third 

read ing  to-m orrow .
M r. E sp y , from the committee on elections, to whom was re 

ferred ,
H . R . file, N o. 35, A  bill for an act, to amend an act, entitled 

an act, p roviding for, and regulating general elections,
R eported  the same back, w ith  one am endm ent, and asked the 

concurrence of the Senate therein ,
W hich  w as agreed  to.
M r. B rad ley , from the committee on the Jud ic iary , to whom 

w as re fe rred  Senate file, No. 17, A  bill for an act relative to the 
P en iten tia ry , and

Senate file, N o. 46, A  bill amendatory to an act, relative to the 
P en iten tiary ,

R eported  a substitu te.
Senate file, N o. 57, A  bill for an act rela tive to the P en iten 

tiary ,
W hich  w as accepted, read a first and second tim e, and,

O n his motion,
R efe rred  to a committee of the whole Senate, and made a spe

cial order, for 2  o’clock, P . M .
M essage from  the H ouse of R epresen tatives, by M r. Lcfling- 

w ell, ch ief c lerk .
M r. Presiden t—

I  am directed  to inform  the Senate, that the H ouse of R epre
sentatives has passed the following reso lu tio n ;
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Resolved, ( th e  Senate co n cu rrin g ,) T hat the tw o houses m eet 
in  th e  H all o f the  H ouse of R epresen ta tives, on T h u rsd a y , the 
4 lh in s t . ,a t  2 o’clock P . M ., for the purpose of e lec ting  a S tate 
p rin te r.

T he question being on concurring  in the reso lu tion  adopted 
by the H ouse , for a jo in t convention of the G enera l A ssem bly , 

W  as decided in  affirm ative.
II . R . file, N o. 11, A  bill for an act to p rese rv e  the p u rity  of 

elections-,
W as read  a th ird  tim e, and,

O n motion of M r. Cook,
Recom m itted to the com m ittee on E lections, and,
II . R . file, N o. 35, A  bill for an act, am endatory o f an  act, 

entitled an act providing for, and regu lating  genera l elections, 
W as taken  from  th e  table, and,
On motion of M r. Cook,
R eferred  to the com m ittee on E lections, w ith  in s truc tions to 

incorporate th e  provisions of the sarAe into I I .  R . file, N o . 11, 
A n  act to p rese rv e  the pu rity  of E lections.

Senate file, N o. 49, M em orial and Jo in t R eso lu tion  to Con
g ress, for the establishm ent o f certa in  m ilitary posts,

W  as read  a second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r. B radley ,

T he 13th ru le  w as suspended , said m em orial read  a  th ird  tim e, 
passed, and title  agreed to.

H . R . file, N o 108, A  bill authorizing W . F . B racken ridge , 
to make a canal,

W as read  a second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r . W h ee le r,

O rdered  to a  th ird  read ing  to-m orrow .
II . R . file, N o. 95, A  bill for an act supplem ental and am end

atory to an act entitled  an act, for the appointm ent and duties of 
sheriffs,

W as read  a second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r. W righ t,

O rdered to a th ird  read ing  to-m orrow .
M r. C raw ford, from the committee on incorporations, to w hom 

was re fe rred  
20
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H. R . file, No. 90, A  bill for an act to amend an act, entitled, 
an act for the incorporation of the town of Bloomington, approv
ed January 23d, 1839,

Reported the same back, without amendment.
Said bill was read a second time, and,

On motion of M r. A lger,
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.
M r. Royslon, w ith the consent of the Senate, introduced. 
Senate file No. 53, A  bill for an act for the organization of. 

Lucas county,
W hich was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. W right,
The last section of said bill was stricken out, and,

On motion of M r. Cook,
Referred to the committee, on new counties.
M r. Bradley, w ith consent, introduced
Senate file, No. 54, A  bill for an act to establish normal, 

schools, *
W hich was read a first and second time, and,
On his motion,
R eferred to a select committee, and,
M essrs. Bradley, Jay , and A lger, were appointed said com

mittee.
M r. Shields, w ith the consent of the Senate, introduced 
Senate file, No. 55, A  bill for an act to authorize Robert 

Bunker to keep a ferry  across the M ississippi river, at B unker’s 
landing, in Clayton county,

W hich was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Crawford,

O rdered to be engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow. 
M r. Shields, on leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 56, A  bill for an act today out, and establish 

a State road, from D ubuque city to Bunker’s landing, in Clayton 
county,

W hich was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Bradley,

Said bill Was considered as engrossed, and 
Ordered to- a third reading to-morrow.
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M essage from.the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
well, chief clerk :
M r . P resid en t— ■

I herewith present for your signature,
H , R. file, No. 80, A n act to create the fifth judicial district.
H . R. file, No. 75, A n act to locate a State road leading from 

Burlington in Des M oines county, to .F o rt M adison in Lee 
county.

H . R. file, No. 65, A n act relative to the decree of partition 
of the H alf Breed Tract' of land, situated in Lee county.

Substitute for H . R. file, No. 69, Join t Resolution for a mail 
route.,

H . R. file, No. 32, A n  act to authorize W illiam P. WilsOn to 
keep a ferry  across the Des Moines river, at M onterey.

H . R. file, No. 88, An act legalizing the acts of the county - 
commissioners court, of Des Moines county.

H . R. file, No. 89, A n act to locate a State road, therein na
med.

H . R. file, No. 77, A n act to authorize Israel A therton, to es
tablish and keep a ferry  across the M ississippi river, at a point 
in  Scott county , opposite Cordovia, in the State of Illinois.

The same having passed both branches of the General Assem
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives.

On motion of M r. W right,
H . R. file, No. 58, A  bill for an act regulating grocery license,
Was taken from the table, and read a second time, and
M r. Cook, moved to amend the first section of said bill, by ad

ding : “ Provided that the commissioners in each and every 
county, in this State, may in their discretion, refuse to grant li
cense to any person.”

Upon the adoption of which, ■
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas—-Messrs. A lger, Cook, Jay, Royston,. Sanford, Spring

er, W heeler, W right, and M r. President—9.
Nays— M essrs. Bradley, Cassady. Crawford, E spy, Harbour, 

llew el, Shields, and Sprott— 8.
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A nd said amendment was adopted.
On motion of M r. Sprott,

The word “ forty” was stricken out from the first section of 
said bill, and “ fifty” inserted.

M r. Cassadv, moved to strike out “  fifty,” and insert “ tw en
ty-five,”

W hich motion was decided as out of order.
The question to strike out, being entertained,
M r. Springer desired to appeal from the decision of the chair, 
W hich being granted,
The question was upon sustaining said decision, and 
The yeas and nays wrnre requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Espy, Howcl, and Royston 

— 5.
N ays—-Messrs. Bradley, Cook,.Crawford, Harbour, Jay , San

ford, Shields Springer, Sprott, W heeler, and W right— 11.
So the decision was not sustained.

On motion of M r. W right,
Said.bill was referred to a select committee, and,

“M esssrs. W right, Crawford, Jay, Cassady, and Espy, w ere 
appointed said committee.

M r. Shields, from the committee on engrossed bills,
Reported,
Senate file, No. 37, A  bill for an act amendatory of an act 

creating a Board of Public W orks, approved, February 24, 1847, 
and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved,. January 
24, 1848, ,

A s correctly engrossed.
On motion,

'J’he Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock P. M..
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M r. Espy,.gave notice, that he would on to-morrow, or some 
subsequent day, ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 
erection of a plank road from the town of M ontrose, to Keo
kuk, in Lee county.

M r. Shields, from the committee on Schools, to whom was 
referred,

H . R. file, No. 79, A  bill for an act supplemental to the act of 
February  25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amendato
ry  to an act to establish common Schools ; approved January  
16, 1840,

Reported the same back, w ith sundry amendments thereto,, 
W liich wrere concurred in.
Senate file, No. 57, A  bill for an act in relation to the P eni

tentiary, being the special order,
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, M r. 

A lger in the chair,
A nd after some time spent therein,
T he committee rose, and by their chairman,
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto, 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,
W hich was agreed to.

On motion of M r. W right,
Said bill was ordered to a third reading, day after to-morrow. 
M r. Espy, w ith consent, introduced,
Senate lile, No. 61, Preamble and Resolution, relative to the 

territory  of the United States,
W hich was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion,
Made a special order for a committee of the whole Senate, on 

Saturday next.
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief clerk.



158 JO U R N A L  O F
r

M r. President— ■

I  am directed  to inform the Senate, that the H ouse of R ep re
sen ta tives lias passed,

I I .  R . file, N o. 96, Jo in t R esolution accepting a g ran t of land 
th e re in  named.

I I .  I t . file, N o. 102, A  bill for an act to relocate and extend a 
ce rta in  road there in  named.

H . R . lile, No. 104, A  bill for an act to au thorize the county 
com m issioner’s court of D es M oines county to have a vote taken 
in relation  to having a court house bu ilt in said county.

H . R . file, N o. 110, Jo in t R esolution for a mail route from 
B ellevue, in  Jack so n  county , to Independence, in Buchanan 
county .

I I .  R . file, N o. 113, A  bill for an act authorizing an addition
a l tax  for State purposes,

A nd,
I I .  R . file, N o. 118, A  bill for an act to authorize th e  record

e r  o f Jones county to transcribe  the records of said county.
In  all of w hich  the .concurrence of the Senate is respectfu lly  

req u es ted .
I  h erew ith  re tu rn
Senate file N o. 29, A  b ill for an act and ordinance accepting 

o f  th e  propositions made by C ongress, on the admission of Iow a, 
,as a  S tate, into the Union.

T h e  same having passed the H ouse of R epresentatives, w ith  
th e  follow ing am endm ent, to w i t : in  the second section, after 
th e  wmrds “  late wra r ,” in sert “  and the w ar w ith  G reat B rita in .”  

M r. Sanford, on leave obtained, introduced,
Senate file, N o. 58, A  bill for an act to fix the places of hold

in g  the d is tric t court in  V an B uren  county,
W hich  wras read  a first and second tim e, and,

O n his motion,
R eferred  to the committee on the Ju d ic ia ry .
M r . Cook, on leave obtained, introduced,
Senate file, No. 59, A  bill for an act to provide for the pay

m en t o f the expenses in  the a rre s t and detention of A llen  Cam- 
smeron, a fugitive from ju s tic e  from the State of Pennsylvania, 

W hich w as read a first and second time.
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On Iris, motion,
Referred to the committee on Claims.
Senate file, No. 37, A  bill for an act amendatory of an act 

creating a Board of Public W orks, approved F ebruary  24, 
1847, and repealing an act supplememental thereto, approved 
February 24, 1848, was read a third time.

The question being on the passage of said bill,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follow s:
Yeas— M essrs, A lger, Cook, Howel, Jay , Royston, Sanford, 

W right, and M r. President— 8.
Nays— M essrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, E spy , Harbour, 

Shields, Springer, Sprott, and W heeler— 9.
A nd the question was decided in the negative.
M r. Royston,pvith the consent of the Senate, introduced 
Senate file, No. 60, A  bill for an act to legalize and extend 

additional claims on the Des Moines river lands,
W hich was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Harbour,
Referred to a select committee, and
M essrs. Harbour, W right, and Bradley, w ere appointed said 

committee,
On motion of M r. Jay ,

Resolved, That the committee on schools be instructed to en
quire into the expediency of incorporating into the school law, a 
provision making a special appropriation accruing out of the 
in terest of the School Fund, to provide for the' education of mutes, 
in this State, if  any.

M r. Crawford having been called to the chair, M r. Selman 
^  introduced,

Senate file, No. 62, A  bill for an act to amend an act crea
ting a board of public works,
- W hich was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Selman,
Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the 

special order for to-morrow at 10 o’clock, A . M.
On motion, (

The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.
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Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. W heeler, presented the petition of F . B. Blcecker, and 

twenty-five other citizens of Clinton county, praying for an act 
to authorize Augustus Phelps to establish and keep a ferry across 
the M ississippi river, at the town of Lyons, in Clinton county.

W hich was read for information, and 
On his motion,

Laid on the table.
M r. Springer presented the memorial of Win. G. Woodward, 

of the revising committee,
W hich was read for information, and 

On his motion,
Referred to a select committee, and
M essrs. Springer, Bradley, and W heeler, w ere appointed said 

committee.
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

w ell, chief clerk.
.\I r . P residen t—

I  herew ith return
Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for an appropriation to 

improve the Des Moines and Rock R iver Rapids, in the M issis
sippi river.

Senate file, No. 28, A n act to authorize William Greene, his 
heirs or assigns, to improve Cedar river, by the erection of a 
dam and lock. . %

Senate tile, No. 35, Joint Resolution, providing compensation 
for the commissioners appointed to select the Des Moines river 
lands.

Senate file, No. 41, A n act to amend an act to provide for the 
management of the State L ibrary, and the election of a librarian, 
approved February 15, 1847.

T he same having received the signature of the speaker ol 
the House of Representatives.



T H E , S E N  A T E . 161
♦

On motion of M r. E spy ,
T he vote taken  on yesterday , on the passage of 
Senate file, N o. 37, A  hill for an act am endatory of an act 

to amend an act entitled  an act, to create a board of public 
w orks, approved F eb ru a ry  24 th , 1847, and repealing  an  act 
am endatory thereto , approved F eb ru a ry  24th , 1848,

W  as reconsidered, and,
On motion of M r. Sanford,

R eferred  to a select comm ittee, and,
M essrs . Sanford, A lg er, Cook, Hovvel, Ja y , E oyston , W righ t, 

and Selman,
W ere  appointed said com m ittee. ^
M r. H ow el, from the comm ittee on R oads, to w hom  w as r e 

ferred  the petition of G eorge C. A nderson , p ray ing  the estab
lishm ent of a State road from K eokuk , to  in te rsec t the road 
from Glasgow to F airfie ld  in  Jefferson county,O  *  ’

R eported
Senate file, No. 63, A  bill for an  act to establish  a State road 

there in  name,
O n motion of M r. Sanford,

Laid on the tabic.
M r. Shields, from the com m ittee on E ngrossed  bills, 
R eported
Senate file, N o. 55, A  bill to authorize R obert B u n k er, his 

heirs and assigns, to keep  a fe rry  across the M ississ ipp i riv e r, 
a t B u n k er’s landing, in  C layton county,

A s correctly  engrossed .
M r. W heeler, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 64, A  bill for an act to au thorize  A . P help s, 

to keep  a fe rry  at the tow n of L yons, in Clinton countv,
W hich was read a first and second tim e, and,

O n his motion,
R eferred  to the comm ittee on incorporations.
M r. Sanford, from  the select committee to whom w as re fe rred  
T he comm unication of H is  E xcellency , G overnor B riggs, ac

companying a le tte r from C aptain R oberts, U nited  States rifles, 
p resen ting  to the S tate of Iow a a sw ord and se t of arm our, tro 
phies taken  in  the late w ar w ith  M cxi«>. reported  

21
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Senate file, N o. 65, Jo in t Resolution of thanks to Captain 
R oberts.

T he question being on concurring  in  the re p o r t o f the commit
tee,

W as decided in  the affirmative.
M r. H arbour, from th e  committee on new  counties, to whom 

w as re fe rred
Senate file, N o. 53, A  bill for an act for the organization of 

L ucas county,
R eported  the same back, w ithout am endm ent, and recom m en

ded its passage.
M r. B rad ley , from  the committee on the Ju d ic ia ry , to whom 

w as re fe rred
Senate file, N o. 58, A  bill for an act to fix the places of hold

ing d istric t courts in  V an B uren  county,
R eported  th e  same back, w ithout am endm ent, and recom men

ded its passage.
Senate file, N o. 62, A  bill for an act to amend an act creating 

a Board of Public  W orks, approved F eb ru a ry  24, 1847,
B eing in  special order,
T he Senate resolved itse lf into a committee of the  w hole, for 

the consideration thereof,
M r. S pro tt in th e  chair ;
A nd  a fter som etim e spen t therein ,
T he comm ittee rose, and by the ir chairm an.
R eported  the same back, w ith  sundry  am endm ents, and asked 

the concurrence of the Senate therein  ;
W 'hich w as agreed to.
M r. R oyston moved to strike  out the fourth  section of said 

bill.
Upon this question,
T he yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . A lger, Cook, E spy , H ow el, Jay , Royston, 

Sanford, S p ringer, Sprott, W heeler and W right-— 11.
N ays—-M essrs. B radley, Cassady, C raw ford, H arbour, Shields 

and M r. P res id en t— 6.
A nd the question was decided in the affirmative.
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Message from the House of Representatives, by M r. LefKng- 
well. chief clerk.
Mr. President— .

ham directed to inform the Senate, that the House of R epre
sentatives has passed

IE R. file, No. 121, Joint Resolution for a mail route.
H. R. file, No. 124, Join t Resolution for a mail route from 

Sabula, in Jackson county, to Cascade in Du Buque county.
H: R . file, No. 125, A  bill for an act to provide for a loan of 

the school fund, arising from the sale of public.lands.
H. R. file, No. 127, Jo in t Resolution in relation to a change 

of mail conveyance.
H . R . file, No. 129, A  b ill for an act amendatory to an act e n - , 

titled an act creating a Board .of Public W orks, and providing 
for the improvement of the Des Moines river.

H . R. file, No. 100, A  bill for an act to amend an act to pro
vide for collecting revenue, for State and county purposes.

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
M r. Royston moved to strike out, all after the w ord “ im

provement,” in the second line in the second section, to the word 
“ and,” in the third line.

Upon this question,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered; wore 

as-follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, H arbour, Howel, Jay, 

Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, W heeler, W right, 
and M r. P resident— 14.

Nays— M essrs. Cassady. Crawford, and Espy,-—3.
And' said amendment was agreed to.
M r. Royston moved to strike out the words “ tw enty-five” 

in the second line of the first section, and insert “ fifty.”
Upon this question, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and 

being ordered, w ere as follows ;
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley1, Cook, Harbour, H ow el, Jay , 

Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, W heeler, W right, 
and M r. President— 13.

Nays— M essrs. Cassady, Crawford,.and E spy— 3.
And the amendment was agreed to.
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M r.' R o y sto n  m oved to s tr ik e  ou t “ te n ”  in th e  se v e n th  line
in  th e  th ird  section , and  in se r t  “ tw e n ty - f iv e .”

U p o n  th is  q u estio n ,
T h e  y e as  and  n ay s w e re  re q u e s te d , and  b e in g  o rd e re d , w e re  

as fo llow s :
Y e a s— M e ss rs . A lg e r , J a v ,  l lo v s to n , S anfo rd , S p ro tt, and 

W r ig h t— 6.
N a y s— M e ss rs . B ra d le y , C assad y , C ook. C ra w fo rd , E sp y , 

H a rb o u r ,  H o w e l, S h ie ld s , S p rin g e r , W h e e le r , an d  M r .  P r e s i 
dent-— 11.

A n d  sa id  am en d m en t w as d isag reed  to .
M r .  Pioyston m oved  to  am end th e  s ix th  sec tio n  b y  add ing

“  P ro v id e d , T h a t  th e  bonds th u s  to  be  e x ecu ted , sha ll n e v e r  be 
so ld , p led g ed , or o th e rw ise  d isp o sed  of, for a  less  sum  th an  th a t 
se t o u t on th e  face .”

U p o n  w h ic h  q u e stio n ,
T h e  y eas and  nays w e re  re q u e s te d , and b e in g  o rd e re d , w e re  

as fo l lo w s :
l re a s— M e s s rs .  A lg e r , B ra d le y , C assad y , C ook , C raw fo rd , 

E s p y ,  H a rb o u r , H o w e l, R o y sto n , S an fo rd , S h ie ld s , S p rin g e r, 
S p ro tt ,  W h e e le r , W r ig h t ,  and M r .  P re s id e n t— 16.

N a y s— 0.
A n d  sa id  am en d m en t w as a g reed  to.
M r .  A lg e r  m o v ed  to  am end th e  s ix th  sec tio n , by  add ing , 

“  P ro v id e d  f u r th e r ,  T h a t  th e  S ta te  sha ll in  no case  becom e lia 
b le  fo r th e  p ay m en t o f  sa id  b o n d s .”

U p o n  th is  q u estio n , th e  y eas and  nays w e re  re q u e s te d , and 
b e in g  o rd e re d , w e re  as fo llow s :

Y e a s— M e s s rs .  A lg e r ,  B ra d le y , C assad y , C ook, C raw fo rd , 
E s p y ,  H a rb o u r , H o w e l, J a y ,  R o y sto n , S anfo rd , S h ie ld s , S p rin g / 
e r ,  S p ro tt, W h e e le r , W rig h t , and M r .  P re s id e n t— 1?.

N a y s— 0.
A n d  sa id  am en d m en t w as adopl ed.
M r .  R o y sto n  m o v ed  to  s tr ik e  ou t section  tw:o, and in se r t
S en a te  file, N o . 6 0 , A  b ill for an  act to e x te n d  additional 

c laim s u p o n  th e  D e s  M o in es r iv e r  lands.
O n  m otion,

T h e  S en a te  a d jo u rn e d  till 2 o’clock, P .  M .
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Message from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
well, chief clerk :
M r. Presiden t—

I herewith return
Senate file, No. 47, which has passed the House, w ith the fol

lowing am endm ent:
In section six, strike out the word “ passage,” and insert the 

words “ publication according to law ,” and
H. R. file, No. 107, A  bill for an act to provide for the pay

ment of ju rors in the district courts of Lee county.
In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
Also,
The House of Representatives has passed 
Senate file, No. 49, Memorial and Joint Resolution for the 

establishment of certain military posts, without amendment.
On motion of M r. W right,

The amendment proposed by M r. Royston, to 
Senate file, No. 60, wms so amended as to read, “ said lands 

shall not be sold for a less price than $1 25-100 per acre.”
On motion of M r. W right,

Said bill and amendments were laid on the table.
M r. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills,
Reported
Senate file, No. 39, A n act to authorize the Supreme Court to 

hold special terms.
Senate file, No. 32, A n act to establish a State road therein 

named.
Senate file, No. 40, A n act to authorize the Secretary of State 

to collect and arrange certain papers in his office.
Senate file, No. 31, A n act to authorize the Auditor of State 

to audit and allow expenses of the Supreme Court,
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A s correctly  enrolled.
M r. Shields, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 66, A  bill for an act to provide for the reloca

tion of the county seat of C layton county,
W hich w as read a first and second time, and 
Said b ill'w as considered as engrossed, and 
O rdered  to a th ird  reading to-m orrow .
M r. A lger, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, N o. 67, A  bill for an act m aking an appropriation 

for the public buildings at Iow a City,
W hich  was read a first and second time, and 

O n motion of A ir. Cassady,
L aid  on the table.
M r. E spy , w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, N o. 68, A  bill for an act for the construction of a 

p lank  road from A lontrose to K eokuk, in L ee county.
O n motion of M r. B radley,

L aid  on the table.
A ir. Cook, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, N o. 69, A  bill for an act to incorporate the tow n of 

C edar R apids, in  L inn  county,
W hich  was read  a first and second tim e, and 

O n his motion,
R eferred  to the committee on Incorporations.
M essage from  the H ouse of R epresen tatives, by M r. Leffing- 

w e ll, ch ief c lerk .
M r . P residen t—

I  am directed to inform  the Senate, that, the  H ouse of R ep re 
sentatives is now ready  to receive them  in jo in t convention, 
fo r the election of a S tate p rin te r.

O n motion of M r. C raw ford, .
T he  Secretary  w as requested  to inform  the H ouse, that the 

P res id en t and m em bers of the Senate w ould m eet the H ouse of 
R epresen ta tives fo rthw ith , in  the hall of the H ouse.

T he  S ecretary  having perform ed that duty,
T he  Senate, p receded by its P residen t, Secretaries and S e r

geant-at-arm s,
R epaired  to the hall of the H ouse.
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The Senate having taken the seats assigned them,
The President announced the purpose of the convention, and, 
The roll was called, when it appeared that 
M essrs. Browning and Fear, w ere absent,
Who w ere  excused by the unanimous consent of the conven

tion.
» The convention then proceeded, by unanimous consent, to the

choice of State printer,
M essrs. Springer and Corse acting as tellers.
The roil of the convention having been called, and all the 

members present having voted,
It appeared 'that M essrs. Palmer and Paul had received th ir

ty-seven votes,
Horace Greeley one vote,
M artin Van Buren one vote,
Ballard & M oriarty four votes,
M r. Pipingin four votes,
Blank four votes,
R. W . Ogden one vote,
Old H aw k one vote, and 
Howel and Cowles one vote.
Those voting for M essrs. Palmer and Paul, were 
M essrs. A lexander, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham, 

Bradley, Cassady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davisson, Elm er. 
Espy, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, H arbour, PIow- 
el, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, M cFarland, Morton, Penny, 
Read, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, W alker, W ey- 
and, Wood and M r. President.

M r. Allison voted for H. Greeley.
M r. Bourne voted for M artin Van Buren,
M essrs. Burroughs, M cCrary, Sanford and W heeler voted for 

Ballard and M oriarty.
M essrs. Cook, Jay , McManaman and Timmons voted for 

M r. Pipingin, of Cedar county.
M essrs. Springer, Stevenson. Woodworth and Williams voted 

blank.
M r. Sprott voted for R. W . Ogden.
M r. Thompson voted for Old Haw k.
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M r. W right voted for H o w e l and C ow les.
T h e  P resident announced that M essrs . Palm er and Paul, ed

itors and publishers o f the Iow a Capital Reporter, having re
ce iv ed  a majority o f all the votes cast,

W ere  elected  State printers in and for the State of Iow a. 
T h e purpose for w h ich  the joint convention assem bled, having  

b een  accom plished,
T h e  Senate, in order, returned.
O n motion of M r. Bradley,
T h e  vote taken 011

Senate-file , N o. 6 8 , A  b ill for an act for the construction of  
a plank road,

O n motion to lay on the table,
W as reconsidered, and,

On motion of M r. E sp y ,
Said b ill w as referred to a se lec t com m ittee, and 
M e ssr s . E sp y , Sprott and Jay , w ere  appointed said commit

tee .
M r. Sh ields, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, N o . 70 , A  b ill for an act to provide for the ma

k in g  o f a rail road from D ubuque to K eokuk ,
W h ich  w-as read a first and second tim e, and 

O n motion o f M r. Crawford,
R eferred  to a se lec t com m ittee, and
M e ssr s . Crawford, Sh ields, Cook, A lg er  and Sprott
W e re  appointed said com m ittee.
M r. A lg er , w ith  leave , introduced
Senate file, N o . 7 1 , Joint R esolution  for the appointment of 

a librarian,
W h ich  w as read a first and second tim e, and 

O n m otion o f M r. H arbour,
T h e  13th rule w as suspended , said jo in t resolution read a 

third tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.
Senate file, N o. 5 6 , A n  act to lay out and establish a State 

road from D ubuque city to B u n k er’s landing in  Clayton county, 
W as read a third tim e, passed, and title  agreed to.
Senate file, N o . 5 2 , A  bill for an act to establish a State road 

therein  named,
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W as read a th ird  tim e , passed and t i t le  agreed to.

H .  R . f ile , N o . 95, A  b i l l  fo r  an act supp lem en ta l and am end
a to ry  to  an act e n tit le d  an act fo r  the  appo in tm en t and du ties  o f  

sh e riffs ,

W as read a th ird  tim e , passed and t i t le  agreed to;

H . R . f ile , N o . 90, A  b i l l  fo r  an act to  amend an act e n tit le d  
an act to  inco rp o ra te  the to w n  o f  B lo o m in g ton , a p p ro ve d  J a n u 

a ry  23, 1849,

W as read a th ird  tim e , passed and t i t le  agreed to.

H .  R . f ile ,  N o . 108, A  b i l l  fo r  an act to  a u th o riz e  W .  F . 
B ra c k e n rid g e  to  make a canal,

W as read a th ird  lim e , passed and t i t le  agreed to.

Senate f i le r  N o . 55, A  b i l l  fo r  an act to  a u th o rize  R o b e rt B u n 
k e r , h is  h e irs  and assigns, td  keep  a fe r r y  across th e  M is s is s ip 

p i r iv e r ,  a t B u n k e r ’s la n d in g  in  C la y to n  co u n ty ;

W as read a th ird  tim e , passed and t i t le  agreed to.
O n  m otion  o f M r .  W r ig h t ,

Senate f ile ,  N o . 62, A  b i l l  fo r  an act to  amend an act c rea tin g  

a B o a rd  o f  P u b lic  W o rk s , app roved  F e b ru a ry  24 , 1847,

W as ta k e n  fro m  the tab le  and re fe r re d  to  a se lect com m ittee , 
and

M e s s rs . W r ig h t,  S an fo rd , H a rb o u r , Cassady and B rad ley ', 
W e re  appo in ted  said com m ittee.

O n  m otion  o f M r .  S an fo rd ,
Senate f ile , N o . 58, A  b i l l  fo r  an act to  f ix  the  places o f  h o ld 

in g  the  d is tr ic t  co u rt in  V a n  B u rc n  coun ty ,

W'as read  a second tim e , and 
O n  h is  m otion ,

T h e  13 th  ru le  was suspended and said b i l l  read a th ird  tim e . 

T h e  question  be ing  on the passage o f  the  b il l ,
T h e  yeas and nays w e re  requested , and b e in g  o rde red , w e re  

as fo llo w s  :

Y eas— M e ssrs . B rad ley ', Cassady, C ook, H o w e l, Ja y , R o y s - 

to n , S an fo rd , S p rin g e r, S p ro tt and W h e e le r— 10 
N a y s — M e ssrs . C ra w fo rd , Sh ie lds and W r ig h t— 3.

A n d  said b i l l  was passed and t i t le  agreed to.

O n  m otion,

T h e  Senate ad jou rned , t i l l  10 o 'c lo c k , to -m o rro w  m o rn in g ,
22
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FR I D A Y  M O R N I N G ,  J a s v a r v  5, 13*9.

Senate, met pursuant to adjournment.
M r .  W rig h t ,  from the select committee, to whom was refer- 

red
Senate file, No.' 62, A  bill for an act providing for the re-or- 

ganization of the Hoard of Public W o rk s ,  and repealing so much 
of such acts as conflict with the provisions of the same,

Reported  the same back, with  sundry  amendments thereto, 
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,

W hicli was agreed to-.
On his -jnotion,

Said bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time 
to-morrow.

M r .  Springer, from the select committee, to whom was re 
ferred  the memorial of Win. G . W oodw ard , one of-the revising 
committee,

R eported
T h e  following resolution :
Resolved, T ha t the committee fin W ay s  and M eans, be insruc- 

ted to inser t  in the appropriation bill, an appropriation of the 
sum  of five hundred dollars, for each member of the committee 
of revision, as a compensation in part for their  services in draft
ing, rev is ing  and preparing a code of laws for the State of Iowa,

W h ic h  was adopted.
M r .  Crawford, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom 

was re fe rred
Senate file, No. 54, A  bill for an act to authorize A . Phelps 

to keep a ferry across the M ississippi river,  at the town of L y 
ons, in Clinton county,

R eported  the same back, without amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

M r .  E spy ,  from the committee on Elections, to whom was 
referred
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H . II. file, No. 31, A  bill An- an act to p reserve  the purity  
■of elections, and

H . R. file, No. 35, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 
an act providing for and regulating general elections,

Reported the same back, w ithout amendment, and recom 
mended their  passage..

M r .  W heeler,  w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 72, A  bill for an act to au thorize R .  R. 

J e n k s  to erect a toll bridge, across the W apsipin icon r iver.  
W hich ,w as  read a first and second time, and 

On his motion,
Said bill was read a th ird  time, passed, and ti tle agreed to. 
M r .  E spv ,  from the select committee, to whom was re fe rred  
Senate file, No. (18, A  bill for an act for the construction of 

a plank road from M ontrose  to K eokuk , in L ee  county.
Reported  the same back, w ithout amendment, and recom m en

ded its passage.
M r .  W right,  on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 73, A  bill for an act fixing the times of hold

ing the district courts of this Stale,
W hich  was read a first and second time.

Qn motion of M r ,  Bradley,
T h e  last section was amended, by s triking out the words 

“  Jackson County D em ocra t , ' ’ and inserting “  M in e rs ’ E x p e s s .” 
On motion of M r .  Cook,

Said section was fu r ther  amended,.by s tr ik ing out the “  Iowa 
State Gazette ,” and insert “  Iow a Capital R ep o r te r .”

M r .  W righ t moved
T hat the 13th ru le  be suspended,, said bill be ordered  to be 

engrossed, and read a th ird  time this afternoon.
M r .  E sp y  moved
T hat said bill be ordered to a th ird  reading on M onday next. 
T he  question being on reading said bill on M onday next,
W  as decided in the negative.
T h e  question then recu r r ing  on the suspension of the rule, 

and ordering said bill to be engrossed, and read a th ird time this 
aft.ernoon,

W as decided in the affirmative.
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M r. Shields, on leave obtained, introduced 
^senate tile, No. 74, A bill for a special act, for the count}- of 

Du Buque,
W hich was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r. Crawford,
Said bill was considered as engrossed, and ordered to a third 

reading to-morrow.
M r, Springer, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 75, A bill for an act to allow the people of 

Iowa, to express their opinion upon the subject of a convention 
to amend the constitution of this State,

W hich was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion,

Referred to. a committee of the whole Senate, and made the 
special order for Monday next, at two o’clock, P . M,

M r. Springer, w ith leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 76, A  bill for an act for the relief of occupy

ing claimants of land,
W hich was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
Senate file, No. 57, A  bill for an act relative to the. Peniten

tiary,
Was read a th ird  time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 66, A  bill for an act to provide for the re-lo

cation of the county seat of Clayton county,
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
H . R. file. No, 79, A  bill for an act supplemental to the act 

of February 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amend
atory to an act to establish common schools, approved January- 
16, 1840, was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r. W right,
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole,
M r. Cook in the chair.
And after some time spent therein,
The committee rose, and by their chairman 
Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend-* 

ed its passage.
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M r. Harbour moved to adjourn, which was disagreed to.
M r. W right moved to amend the 7th section, by striking out 

tile proviso to said section.
M r. Jay  moved to amend the proviso, by striking out the 

word “ in terest,” *
W hich was disagreed to.
The question being taken on the amendment proposed by M r. 

W right,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. E spy, Sanford, W right and M r. P resident—4 .
N ays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 

H arbour, Howel, Jay , Royston, Shields, Suringer, Sppott and 
W heeler— 13.

And the amendment W'as disagreed to.
On motion of M r. Bradlej7,

Said bill was ordered to a third reading to-morrow.
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M ,

TW O  O ’CLOCK, P. M.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. Cook, on leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 81, A  bill for an act to improve the breed of 

hogs,
W hich was read- a first and second time.
M r. Cook moved to refer said bill to the committee on Incor

porations,
W hich was disagreed to.
M r. Crawford moved to refer said bill to the committee on 

Internal Improvements.
Disagreed to.
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On motion oi' M r .  H arbour,
Said bill was laid 011 the table, and made subject to,the order 

of the Senate.
Tilr. W rig h t ,  from the select, committee to whom was referred  
H .  II . file, No. 58. A bill for an act to regulate grocery li

censes ,
R eported  the same bach. v. itb sundry  amendments, and asked 

the  concurrence  of the benalo therein .
T h e  question being taken  011 . concurr ing  separately in the 

amendments,
U pon the question cf s tr ik ing  out fifty.”  in the first section, 

and inserting  “ tw enty-f ive ,”
T h e  yeas and nays w ere  reciueslcil, and being ordered, w ere  

as fellows :
Y eas— M essrs .  Cnssady, Crawford, H arbour,  Howei, Rov- 

r-ton, W righ t and M r .  P res iden t— 7.
N a y s—M e s s rs .  A lger ,  Bradley, Cook. Jay ,  Shields. Springer,  

Sprott and W h ee le r— 8.
A n d  said amendment was disagreed to.
T h e  other amendments propose;! by the committee, w ere  con

c u r red  in.
O n motion of M r .  Springer,

T h e  13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time. 
T h e  question being on the passage of the bill,
T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested, and being ordered, w ere  

as follows';
P e a s — M essrs .  A lger,  Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Royston, 

Sanford, Shields, Springer,  Sprott,  W heeler-and W righ t—-11.
N a y s— M essrs .  Cassady, Cook, H arbour,  Howel, Jay, and 

M r .  P res id en t— C.
So said bill was passed, and ti tle agreed to.
M r .  Shields, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported 
Senate tile. No. 73, A  bill for an act fixing the times of the 

district courts, as correctly engrossed, and 
Said bill was read a th ird  time.
M r .  E s p y  moved to refer to a select committee,.
W hich  was disagreed to.
T he  question being on the passage of said bill,.
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T h e  yetis and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered , w e re  
as follows :

Yeas— M essrs .  A lger ,  B radley . Cassady, Cook, C raw ford , 
I Towel, Jay ,  Koystcn, Sanford, Shields, Springer,  W h e e le r  and 
W righ t— 1.7.

N a y s— M essrs .  E spy ,  H arbour,  Spi'ott -and M r .  P re s id e n t— 1.
M essage from the H ouse  ol‘ Represen ta tives,  by M r .  Leffing- 

well, chief clerk :
.M r .  P r e s i d e n t — .

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the H o u se  of R e p r e 
sentatives has passed

11. 11. hie, No. 98, Jo in t  Resolution relative to books in the 
Library'.

IT. II .  file, No. 122, A  bill for an act to repeal an act entitled
an act for the re l ief  of the p e e r .”
FI. R. file, No. 133, A  bill for an act to incorporate the tow n 

of G uttenburgh .
FI. R .  file, No. 135, A  bill for an act to establish a State road 

from the M ississ ipp i r iver ,  in Clayton county, to Q uasqueton ,  in  
Buchanan county'.

In  w hich  the  concurrence o f  the Senate is reques ted .
I  h e rew ith  re tu rn
Senate tile, No. 50, A  bill for an act to vacate a p a r t  of the 

to w n  of P it tsburg , in F a n  B u ren  county.
Senate file, No. 57, Jo in t  Resolution for a mail route ,  and
Senate  file, No. 71, Jo in t  Resolution for the appointm ent of a 

Librar ian.
T h e  same having passed the H o u se  o f  R epresen ta tives ,  w i th 

out amendment.
I h e rew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, No. 31, A n  act to authorize the A ud ito r  of State, 

to audit and allow the expenses of the Suprem e Court.
Senate file, No. 32, A n  act to establish a State road there in  

named.
Senate file, No. 39, A n  act to authorize the S uprem e Court 

to hold special terms.
Senate file, No. 40, A n  act to authorize the Secre ta ry  of 

State, to collect and arrange certain papers in his office.
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T he sam e having received the signatu re  of the Speaker of the 
H ouse  of R epresen ta tives.

I  h e rew ith  p resen t for you r s ignatu re ,
I I .  R . file, N o. 68 , A n  act to re s tra in  sw ine from running at 

large in  C linton county.
H . R . file, N o. 76 , A n  act to fund the debt of the State.
H . R . file, N o. 78, A n  act to extend the tim e for putting  in 

the lock in  the Iow a C ity m anufacturing company mill dam.
FI. R . file, N o . 91, A n  act vacating a part of a certain road 

th e re in  nam ed.
T he  sam e having  passed both branches o f the G eneral A s 

sem bly, and received  the signature  of the S peaker of the H ouse 
o f R ep resen ta tives .

M r . Sanford, on leave, introduced
Senate  file, No.. 77, A  bill for an act to au tho rize  Chancy G . 

D ibble to keep  a fe r ry  across the D cs M oines river at F arm ing
ton, in V an  B uren  county,

W hich  w as read  a first and second tim e, and 
O n h is motion,

T h e  13th  ru le  wTas suspended, and said bill read a th ird  time.
T he  question  being on the passage of said billj
T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered* w ere  

as follow s :
Y eas— M essrs . A lger, Qassady, Cook, E sp y , H ow el, Roys- 

ton, Sanford, S p ringer, S prc tt and W heele r— 10.
N ay s— M essrs.' B radley, H arbour, Shields, W righ t and M r. 

P re s id en t— 5.
A nd  said bill w as passed and title  agreed to.
M r . E sp y  gave notice that he w ould on to-m orrow  or seme 

subsequen t day, introduce a bill for the establishm ent of a court 
in  L ee  county, to be styled the K eokuk city  court.

M r . C assady, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate  tile, N o. 78, A  bill for an act to authorize C. J .  M c

F arland , his he irs  and assigns, to establish and keep a fe rry  
across the M ississipp i river, at M ontrose, in  Lee county.

M r. jsp ro tt moved to refer said bill to the committee on Incor
porations.

W hich w as disagreed to.
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O n motion of M r .  Springer,
T h e  13th ra le  was suspended and said bill read a third  time. 
T h e  question being on the passage of the bill,
T he vsas  and nays w ere  reques ted  and being ordered, w e re  

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs .  Cassady, l ioyston and Sanford-—3.
N ays— M e s s rs .  A lger,  .Bradley, Cook, E spy ,  H arbour,  

Shields, Springer,  Sproit, W heeler ,  TV right and M r .  President. 
—  11.

A nd  the  question was decided in  the negative.
M r .  Cook, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate tile, No. 79, A  bill for an act to authorize Jam es H .  

( lo w e r ,  Charles W ,  G o w er  and R ober t  G ow er,  or the ir  heirs 
or assigns, to improve Cedar r ive r  by a lock and dam,

W hich  was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion,

R eferred  to the committee on incorporations.
I I .  II. lile, No. 110, Jo in t  Resolution for a mail route from 

Bellvue in Jackson  county, to Independence  in Buchanan county, 
Was read  a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r .  Bradley,
T he  13t.ii ru le  was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass

ed and t itle agreed to.
H . R . file, No. 104, A  bill for an act to authorize  the  com

missioners, cou r t  in Des Moines county, to have a vote taken in 
relation to having a co u r th o u se  built in said county, w as read a first and second time, and 

O n motion of M r .  Cook,
T h e  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, 

passed and ti tle agreed to.
I I .  R .  file, No. 113, A  bill for an act authorizing an addition

al tax for state purposes.
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r .  Crawford,
T h e  13til ru le  was suspended, .said bill read a third  time, pass

ed and ti tle agreed to.
II .  II. file, No. 11S, A  bill for an act to authorize the recorder 

of Jones county, !o transcribe the records of said county, '
23
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W  as read a first and second tim e, and 
O n motion of M r. B radley,

R eferred  to a select committee, and
M essrs . B radley, W hee le r and Cook w ere  appointed said 

comm ittee.
I I .  R . file ,'N o . 06, Jo in t R esolution for a g ran t of land th e re 

in  named,
W as read  a first and second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. Springer,
R eferred  to the committee on F edera l R elations.
I I .  R . file, N o. 102, A  bill for an act to re-locate and extend 

a certa in  road there in  named,
W as read  a first and second tim e, and 
O n motion of M r. Cassady,
T he  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill read a th ird  lime, pass

ed and title  agreed to.
Senate file, No. 29, A  bill for an act and ordinance accepting 

the proposition made by C ongress, on the admission of Iow a as 
a S tate into the U nion, w as read  as am ended by the H ouse.

O n motion of M r. S pringer,
Laid on the table, subject to the o rder of the Senate.
Senate file, No. 65. Jo in t R esolution of thanks to Captain 

B. S. R oberts,
W as read  a second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. Sprott,
T he  13th ru le  was suspended, said jo in t resolution read a 

th ird  tim e, passed and title  agreed to.
Senate file, N o. 53, A  bill for an act for the organization of 

L ucas county,
W as read a second tim e, ahd 

O n motion of M r. Royston,
T he  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, pass

ed and title  agreed to.
H . R . file, No. 107, A  bill for an act to provide for the pay

m ent of ju ro rs  in the d istrict courts cf L ee countv,
Wr as read a first and second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. E spy ,
R eferred  to a select committee, and
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M essrs. E spy , Sprott and Ilo w e l w ere  appointed said com
m ittee.

H . R . fde, N o. 100, A  bill for an aet to. aneud an act to p ro 
vide for the collecting o f revenue  for State and countv pu rposes. 

W as read a first and second tim e, and 
On motion of M r . W righ t,

R eferred  to the comm ittee on W ays and M eans.
II . R . file, N o. 27, Jo in t R esolution relative to a change of 

mail conveyances, w as read  a first and second tim e, and 
On motion of M r. H arbour,

T he 13th ru le  w as suspended, said bill read  a th ird  tim e, pass
ed and title  agreed to.

I I .  R . file, N o. 125, A  bill for an act to provide for a loan of, 
the school fund arising  from  the public lands.

W as read a first and second tim e, ar.d 
On motion of M r. H arb o u r,

R eferred  to the comm ittee on W ays and M eans, w ith  in s tru c 
tions to rep o rt on M onday nex t.

H . R . file, N o. 121, Jo in t R esolution for a m ail rou te ,
W as read a first and second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. H arb o u r,
T he 13th ru le  w as suspended, said jo in t reso lu tion  read  a 

th ird  time, passed and title  agreed to.
II . R . file, N o. 124, Jo in t R esolution  for a m ail rou te , from  

Sabula in Jack so n  county, to Cascade in  D ubuque county,
W as read  a first and second tim e, and 

On motion,
T he 13th ru le  w as suspended, said jo in t reso lu tion  read  a 

th ird  tim e, passed and title  agreed to.
H . R . file, N o. 129, A  bill for an act am endatory to an act 

entitled an act creating  a B oard of Public W o rk s , and providing 
for the im provem ent of th e  D es M oines riv e r,

W as read  a first and second tim e.
M r. H arbou r m oved to suspend  the 13th ru le ,
W hich w as d isagreed  to,
M r. W rig h t moved to lay said bill on the table.
Upon this question, the  yeas and nays w ere  req u ested , and. 

being ordered, w ere  as follows :
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Yeas— M essrs. Alger.  Bradley,Cook, Crawford, Espy. H ow- 
el, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer,  Sprott, W heeler. 
W right and M r .  P res iden t— 15.

N ays.— .Messrs. Cassady and H ow el— 2.
A nd said bill was laid on the (able.
Senate file, No. 47, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act regulating practice in the district courts, in the T err i to 
r y  of Iowa, approved F eb rua ry  10. 1813, as amended by the 
H ouse ,

W as read for information, and 
O n motion cf F i r .  Cook,

T h e  amendment was amended by striking out the words ‘-ac
cording to law ,’’ and insert “ in  the Iowa Canilal R eporter  and 
Iow a Republican.”

O n motion of Air. Springer,
Senate file, No. 29, A  bill for an act and ordinance accepting 

the propositions made by Congress on the admission of Iowa as 
a State into the Union,

W as taken from the table, and
T h e  amendment of the House, was amended as follows : 

.S tr ike  out the words “ and the w a r .”
M r .  H arbour moved to take from the table,
Senate file, No. 44, substitute  for a bill for an act to divide 

the State into two congressional districts,
W hich  was disagreed to.
H .  R. file, No. 98, Jo in t  Resolution relative to books in the 

library,
W as read a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r .  Bradley,
Laid on the table.
H .  R . file, No. 122, A  bill for an act to repeal an act for the 

re l ie f  of the poor,
W as read a first and second time, and 

O n motion of M r .  Sprott,
O rdered  to a th ird  reading to-morrow.
H .  R . file, No. 103, A  bill for an act to provide for the incor

poration of G uttenburg, in Clayton county,
W as read a first and second time, and
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On motion of M r. Shields,
O rdered lo a th ird  read ing  on M onday next.
M r. Jay , on leave obtained, in troduced
Senate Me, No. 80, A  bill to p reven t the killing' of deer,
W hich w as read  a first and second tim e.
M r. Jay  m oved to re fe r said bill to a com m ittee of th e  w hale 

Senate,
W hich was d isagreed  to.

O n motion,
T he Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock to-m orrow  m orning.

S A T U R D A Y  M O R N IN G , J a n u a r y  6, 1849.

Senate m et pu rsu an t to adjournm ent.
M essage from th e  H ouse of R epresen ta tives, by M r. Leffir.g- 

w ell, ch ie f c lerk .
.Mr. President—

I am directed  to inform  the Senate, that the H ouse of R e p re 
sentatives has passed

II .  R . fide, N o. 12.'!, A  bill for an act to am end an act en titled  
an act to au thorize  Jo h n  B rophy to keep  a fe rry  across the M is 
souri riv e r.

In  w hich  the concurrence of the Senate is requested .
A lso,
T he  follow ing resolution  :
Resolved, ( th e  Senate concu rring .) T hat the tw o H ouses of 

the G enera l A ssem bly  of the State of Iow a, w ill m eet in  th e  
H all of the H ouse of R epresen ta tives, on W ednesday', the  10th 
inst., at 2  o’clock P . M ., and proceed to elect a Senator to r e p 
resen t the S tate of Iow a in  the Senate of th e  U nited  States from  
and a fter the 4 th  o f-M arch , A . D . 1849.

M r. Selm en ( M r .  S p ringer having been called to th e  c h a ir ,)  
p resen ted  the petition of Daniel S. T u ck e r and fifty-six  o ther
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citizens of the counties of M onroe and D avis, praying the e s
tablishm ent of a S tate road from D rakesv ille  in  said county, to 
C larksv ille  in M onroe county,

W hich  was read  for inform ation, and 
O n his motion,.

R eferred  to the committee on Roads.
M r. W rig h t p resen ted  a petition  from  W illiam  B urk  and for

ty -tw o  o thers, c itizens of the tow n of B onaparte , in V an B uren  
county, p raying for the incorporation of said tow n,

W hich  was read  for inform ation, and 
O n his motion,

R efe rred  to the com m ittee on Incorporations.
M r . Selm an, w ith  leave obtained,’introduced 
Senate file, No. 82, Jo in t R esolution for a m ail route,
W hich  w as read a first and second tim e, and 

O n his motion,
T h e  13th ru le  w as suspended,, said Jo in t R esolution read a 

th ird  tim e, passed and title  agreed to.
M r . B radley  from th e  select comm ittee to whom was re fe rred  
Senate file ,N o. 54, A  bill for an act to establish norm al schools, 

in  the S tate of Iow a,
R eported  the same back w ith  sundry  am endm ents thereto , and 

asked  the concurrence of the Senate there in , w hich was agreed to.
M r . E sp y  from the com m ittee on W ays and M eans, to whom 

w as re fe rre d
H . R . file, No. 125. A  bill for an act to provide for a loan of 

th e  school fund arising  from the sale of the public lands,
R eported  the same back w ithout am endm ent, and recom m end

ed its passage.
O n motion o f M r. Ja y ,

T h e  Senate resolved itse lf  into a committee o f the w^hole for 
the consideration of

Senate file, No. 54, A n  act to establish norm al schools,
M r . Cassady in the chair,
A nd  a fte r  some time spen t therein ,
T he  comm ittee rose, and by the ir chairm an 
R eported  the same back, w ith  tw o amendm ents thereto, and. 

asked  the concurrence of the Senate therein .
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O n motion of M r. B radley ,
R eferred  to a select committee, and
M essrs . Sanford, R oyston and Jay , w ere  appointed said com

mittee.
M r. E sp y , from the comm ittee on E nro lled  B ills,
R eported  that they  had p resen ted  the follow ing b ills to the 

G overnor for his signature  :
Senate file, N o. 41, A n act to am end an act entitled  an act to 

provide for the m anagem ent of the S tate L ib ra ry , and the election 
of a L ib rarian , approved F e b ru a ry  15, 1847.

Senate file, N o. 35, Jo in t R esolution , providing com pensation 
for the com m issioners appointed to select D es M oines r iv e r  
lands.

Senate file, N o. 28, A n  act to au thorize  W iliam  G reen e , h is 
he irs and assigns to im prove C edar riv e r, by a dam and lock ; and 

Senate file, N o. 19, Jo in t R eso lu tion  for an appropriation  to 
im prove the D es M oines and R ock r iv e r  rap ids, of the M iss is 
sippi riv e r.

T he  sam e having passed both branches of th e  G enera l A ssm - 
bly, and received  the signatures of the S peaker of the H ouse o f 
R ep resen ta tives, and the P res id en t of th e  Senate.

M r. C raw ford , from the com m ittee on Incorporations, to whom 
w as re fe rred ,

Senate file, N o. 69, A  bill for an act to incorporate th e  tow n  
of C edar R apids,

R epo rted  the same back, w ithou t am endm ent, and recom m en
ded its passage.

M r. C raw ford , from the committee on Incorporations, to w hom  
w as re fe rred

Senate file, N o. 79, A  bill for an act to au thorize J .  I I . G o w 
e r, C harles W . G ow er and R obert G ow er, to im prove C edar 
r iv e r by th e  erection of a dam and lock,

R eported  the same back, w ithout am endm ent, and recom m en
ded its passage.

O n motion,
T he Senate adjourned till 2 o 'clock, P . M ,
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T W O  O 'C L O C K , r .  M,

M r .  Sprott,  on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 83, A  bill for an act providing- for the elec

tion of an additional jus tice  of the peace, in M otrosc  township, 
in  L e e  county,

W h ic h  was read a first and second time, and 
O n his motion,

T h e  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill read a third time-, 
passed, and title agreed to.

M r .  A lger ,  with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 84, A  bill for an act to legalize certain officers 

there in  named,
W h ich  was read a first and second time, and 

O n his motion,
T h e  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
T h e  P res iden t announced an E x ecu tive  communication.
M r .  Cock, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 85, A  bill for an act to provide for the r e l o 

cation of the county seat of Benton county,
W h ic h  w as read  a first and second time, and 

On his motion,
T h e  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill read a third  time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
M r .  Bradley, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
II .  R .  file, No. 118, A  bill for an act to authorize the Record

er  of Jones  county, to transcribe the records of said county, 
R eported  a  substitute to said bill,
A n  act to p reserve  the records of Joh.es county, and asked the 

concurrence of the Senate therein,
W hich  was disagreed to.
M r .  Sanford, from the select committee.
To whom was referred
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S en a te  file, N o . 54 , A  bill fo r an  act to e s tab lish  norm al 
schools,

R e p o rte d  th e  sam e b ack  w ith  one am endm en t,
W h ic h  w as c o n c u rre d  in .
M e ssag e  from  th e  H o u se  o f R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , by  M r .  L effing - 

w e ll, c h ie f  c le rk  :
M r. President— • .

I  am  d irec te d  to in fo rm  th e  S e n a te , th a t th e  H o u se  o f  R e p r e 
se n ta tiv e s  has p a ssed

I I .  R . file, N o . 143, A  b ill fo r an  ac t fo r a S ta te  road  th e re in  
nam ed.

I I .  R . file. N o . 133 , J o in t  R e so lu tio n  fo r a  ch an g e  o f m ail 
■ co n v ey an ce  and  an  e x te n s io n  o f  m ail ro u te .

H . R . file, N o . 140 , A  b ill fo r an  ac t to am end  an  ac t e n title d  
a n  ac t to vaca te  th e  p u b lic  sq u a re  in  th e  to w n  o f W e s t  P o in t, 
in  L e e  co u n ty , ap p ro v ed  F e b r u a ry  17, 1847 .

H .  R . file, N o . 115 , A  b ill fo r  an  ac t to . c rea te  th e  office o f 
A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l, and  define  h is  d u tie s .

I I .  Pi. file, N o . 1 88 , A  b ill fo r an  act to o rg an ize  th e  c o u n ty  
o f  A llam ak ee .

I I .  R . file, N o . 18,9, A  b ill fo r an  act to e stab lish , a t F a irf ie ld , 
a  b ra n ch  of th e  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty .

In  all o f w h ic h  th e  c o n c u rre n c e  of th e  S en a te  is re p e e tfu l ly  
re q u e s te d . •

M r .  J a y  m oved  to s tr ik e  ou t th e  w o rd  “  B u r l in g to n ,”  in  S e n 
a te  file, N o . 5 4 , and  in s e r t  “  M i.  P le a s a n t” .

M r .  E sp y  m oved  to  am end  th e  am en d m en t p ro p o se d  by M r .  
J a y ,  by  in se r tin g  W e s t  P o in t.

M r .  Cook ca lled  fo r a d ec is io n  of th e  qu estio n ,
U p o n  th e  q u e s tio n  of s t r ik in g  ou t,
T h e  y eas and  nays w e re  re q u e s te d ,  and b e in g  o rd e re d , w e re  

as fo llow s :
Y e as— M e s s rs .  A lg e r ,  B ra d le y , (Jsssad y , C ra w fo rd , E sp y . 

H a rb o u r , H ovvcl, J a y ,  R o y s ton , S anfo rd , S h ie ld s . S p ro tl, W h e e 
le r  and  M r. P re s id e n t— 14.

N a y s— M e s s rs .  C ook, S p r in g e r  and \\  right-— 8.
A n d  said  q u e s tio n  w as d ec id ed  in  litc  a ffirm ative.
T h e  q u estio n  th en  b e in g  on in se r tin g  "  W e s t P o in t ,”

24
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T he yeas and nays w ere  requested, and being ordered, w ere 
us follow s :

Yeas— M essrs .  A igcr,  Bradley, Crawford , E sp y ,  Harbour, 
l lo w e l ,  Shields, Sprott and M r .  Pres iden t— 9.

N ays— M ess rs .  Cassady, Cook. Jay ,  Itoyston, Sanford, 
Springer,  W h ee le r  and W rig h t— 8.

A nd  the question was decided in the affirmative.
A t  the reques t  of the President,

O n motion of M r .  E spy ,
T he  vote tak en  on inserting “  W est P o in t ,"
Was reconsidered.
T he  question being on inserting ‘-West Point,"’
The yeas and nays w ere  requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M ess rs .  A lger,  Bradley, Crawford, E spy ,  Harbour, 

l lo w e l ,  Shields, and Sprott— 8.
N ays— M essrs .  _ Cassady, Cook, Jay ,  Itoyston, Sanford, 

Sprott,  W hee le r ,  W rig h t  and M r .  Pres iden t— 9.
A nd  said question was decided in the negative.
M r .  Springer  moved to amend by inserting “ W ashington,” 
Disagreed to.
T h e  question being on inserting “  M ount Pleasant,” and 
T he  yeas and nay's being requested, w ere  ordered, and were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs .  A lger ,  Cassady, Cook, H arbour,  Jay ,  I toys

ton, Sanford, Springer ,  Sprott, W hee le r  and W righ t— 11.
N ays— M ess rs .  Bradley, Crawford, E sp y ,  Shields and M r .  

Pres iden t— 5.
So said question w as decided in the affirmative.
M r .  Itoyston moved to str ike out “ Gskaloosa,” and insert 

“  A gency  C ity .”
M r .  Cassady moved to amend by inserting “ K noxville .” 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays being requested, were 

ordered and w e re  as follows :
Yeas— M essrs .  Cassady, Cook, W right and M r .  P res ident—-4. 
N ays— M essrs .  A lger,  Bradley, Crawford, E spy ,  Harbour. 

Howel, J ay ,  Itoyston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott and 
W hee le r— 1-3.
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So the amendment w as disagreed to.
The question then being on s tr iking out :t O ska loosr , ' ’
The yeas and nays being requested, w ere  ordered and w ere  

as follows :
Yeas— M ess rs .  Cassady, Royston, Sanford. W rig h t  and M r .  

P res ident— 5.
N ays— M essrs ,  A lge r ,  Bradley, Cook, Crawford,. E sp y .  H a r 

bour, I low el ,  Jay ,  Shields, Springer,  Sprott and M r .  W h ee 
ler— 12.

A nd  said question w as decided in the negative.
M r .  Bradley moved that said bill be ordered to be engrossed  

and read a th ird  time on M onday  next.
On this question the yeas and nays being requested , w e re  o r

dered and w ere  as follows :
Yeas— M e ssrs .  A lger,  Bradley, Cook, Crawford , E sp y ,  H a r 

bour, Jay ,  Sanford, Shields, Springer,  Sprott and W h e e le r— 12.
N ays— M e ssrs .  Cassady, H owel,  Rosyton, W r ig h t  and M r .  

P res iden t— 5.
So the question w as decided in the  affirmative.
M r .  Shields, from the committee on engrossed bills, to whom 

was re fe rred
Senate file, N o. 62, A  bill for an act providing for the organ

ization of the Board of Public  W o rks ,  and repeal ing  so much 
of the several acts relating thereto as conflicts w ith  the prov is
ions of this act,

R eported  the same back, as correctly  engrossed, and
Said bill was read  a third  time.
T h e  question being on the passage of said bill.
T he  yeas and nays being requested, w ere  ordered, and w ere  

as follows :
Yeas— M ess rs .  A lger ,  Bradley, Cook, C raw ford , E spy ,  H o w 

el, J ay ,  Royston, Sanford, Springer,  Sprott,  W heeler,  W rig h t  
and M r .  P re s id en t— 14.

N ay s— M essrs .  Cassady, H arbour and Shields— 3.
A n d  said bill was passed and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 63, Jo in t  Resolution relative to territories be

longing to the  U nited  States,  being the special o rder for the com
mittee of the whole, .
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T he  Senate resolved itse lf  accordingly, M r. W heeler in the 
chair,

A nd  after some tim e spen t therein ,
T he  committee rose, and by th e ir chairm an, reported  the same 

back, w ithout amendm ent, and recom m ended its passage.
M essage from the H ouse of R epresen ta tives, by M r. Liffing- 

w ell, ch ief c le rk .
M r. President—■

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the H ouse of R ep re 
sentatives has passed

H . R . file, No. 112, A  bill for an act to provide for the taking 
an enum eration of the w hite inhabitants of the State of Iow a.

H . R . file, N o. 126, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled 
an act, to re-locate a te rrito ria l road from Fairfie ld  to the Indian 
boundary.

H . R . tile, No. 132, Jo in t R esolution for the superin tending 
of the prin ting  of the law s of the p resen t session.

In  w hich the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
I  h erew ith  re tu rn
Senate tile, N o. 53, A  bill for an act for the organization of 

Lucas county.
Senate file, No. 73, A  bill for an act to establish the term s of 

the d is tric t courts.
T he  same having passed the H ouse of R epresen tatives, w ith 

out am endm ent.
I  h erew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, No. 72, A  bill for an act to authorize R . R . Jen k s  

to e rec t a toll bridge across the W apsipinicon.
T he  same having passed the H ouse of R epresentatives, w ith  

one am endm ent, to w hich the concurrence of the Senate is re 
quested .

Senate file, No. 61, Jo in t R esolution relative to te rrito ries be
longing to the U nited States,

W as read  a second tim e.
M r. S p ringer offered the follow ing am endm ent:
Resolved, T hat the S ecretary  of State be and is hereby in 

structed  to forw ard w ithout delay.
W hich was adopted.
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M r. Cook offered the following am en d m en t:
Resolved, fu r th e r T h a t our Senators and R epresen ta tives a re  

hereby fu r th e r ins truc ted  to p reven t by th e ir  votes and influence 
the adm ission of any new  State into the  U uion as a slave S tate.

M r. S p ringer moved a call of the Senate, w hich  w as had, 
w hen it appeared  that all the Senators w e re  p resen t, ex cep t 
those w ho had obtained leave of absence.

A nd  the fu r th e r call was suspended.
O n motion of M r. E sin a  

T h e  Senate adjourned until h a lf past six , P . M .

H A L F  P A S T  S IX  O ’C L O C K . P . M .

O n motion.
A  call of the Senate was had.
W hen it  appeared  tha t M r. C raw ford  was absent.
O n motion o f M r. Shields,
M r. C raw ford  w as excused for the evening, and the fu r th e r  

call w as suspended .
T he  question  being on the adoption o f the am endm ent offered 

by M r. Cook.
T he  yeas and nays being requested , w ere  o rdered  and w ere  

as follows :
Y eas M essrs . Cook, Jay , Sanford, S p ringer, Sprott, W h ee le r 

and W rig h t— 7.
N ays— M essrs . A lg er, B rad ley , C assady, E sp y , P larbour, 

H ow el, Pioyston Shields and M r. P re s id en t— 9.
So said am endm ent w as d isag reed  to.
M r . Cook offered a fu r th e r am endm ent, as follows :
Resolved-. T h a t it is the duty  of th e  F ed e ra l G overnm en t to 

re liev e  itse lf from  all responsib ility  for the existence or contin 
uance of slavery  w h erev er tha t G overnm ent possesses consti-
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tutional authority to legislate on that subject,  anti it is thus r e 
sponsible tor its existence.

T h e  question being on the adoption of said amendment,
T h e  yeas and nays being requested , w ere  ordered, and w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs .  Cook Ja y ,  Sanford, Springer,  Sprott.  W h ee l

er ,  and W rig h t— 7.
N a y s — M essrs .  A lger ,  Bradley, Cassady, E spy ,  Harbour,  

H ow el ,  Royston, Shields, and M r .  President. .— 9.
A n d  said amendment w as disagreed to.
On motion of M r .  E spy ,
T h e  IcStli ru le  was suspended, and said joint resolution read a 

th i rd  time.
T h e  question being on the  passage of said jo in t  resolution.
T h e  yeas and nays being requested, w ere  ordered, and w ere  

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs .  Cook, E sp y ,  H ow el,  Jay ,  Royston, Sanford, 

S pringer ,  Sprott,  W hee le r ,  W righ t ,  and M r .  Pres iden t— 11.
N a y s— M essrs .  A lger ,  Bradley, Cassady, Harbour, and 

Shie lds— 5.
So said resolution was passed and title agreed to.

On motion of M r .  Bradley,
T h e  Senate resolved itself  into executive session, and after 

some time spent therein , the session rose, and,
On motion of M r .  Springer,

T h e  Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, on M onday morning

M O N D A Y  M O R N I N G ,  J a n u a r y  8 , 1849. 

Senate  met pursuant to adjournment.
M r .  W righ t  presented the petition of Joh n  II .  Bell and 50 

o ther citizens of the tow n of Buonaparte , in V an  B uren  county, 
rem onstrating  against the incorporation of said town.
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'Which was read for information, and.
On his motion,

R eferred  to the committee on Incorporations.
M r .  Cook offered the following resolution :
Resolved, by the Senate, the H ouse  concurring, T h a t  the com

missioners appointed to revise  the laws of this State, be in s truc 
ted to inquire  into the propr ie ty  of so amending the practice 
act of this State as to adopt the principles of the new  practice 
act of the State of N e w  Y ork ,  w hich  was adopted.

M r .  E sp y ,  from the select committee to whom w as re fe rred ,  
I I .  R . file, No. 107, A  bill for an act to provide for the  pay 

of jurors in the district court ,
R eported  the same back w ith  sundry  amendments thereto, and 

asked  the  concu rrence  of the Senate therein.
W h ich  was agreed to.
M r .  Cook, w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 86, A  bill for an act to authorize Jam es  W eed  

to construct a graded, road from Bloomington via. Tip ton, to the 
county seat of Benton county,

W hich  was read a first and second time, and,
O n his motion,

T h e  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill was read a th i rd  time, 
passed and title agreed to.

M r .  Cassady, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 87, A  bill for an act to amend an aet to r e o r 

ganize the supreme court.
W h ich  w as read a first and second time, and,

O n his motion,
T h e  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, 

passed and title agreed to.
H .  It . file. No. 107, A  bill for an act to provide for the p ay

ment of ju ro rs  in L ee  county,
W  as read  a  second time, and,

On motion of M r .  E sp y ,
T h e  13th ru le  was suspended, said bill lead  a th ird  time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 74, A  bill for a special act for the benefit ol 

D ubuque  county.

*
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Said bill w as read a first and second time,- and,
O n motion of M r. C raw ford,

T h e  113th ru le  w as suspended, said bill read  a th ird  tim e, 
passed , and title  agreed to.

Sena.te file, No. 79, A  bill for an act to authorize Jam es H . 
G ow er, C harles W . G ow er, and Ro'pert G ow er, and the ir heirs 
or assigns to im prove Cedar r iv e r by a dam and lock,

W as read  a th ird  time, passed, and title  agreed tc.
H . E . file, N o. 122, A  .bill for an act to repeal an act entitled 

an act for the re lie f  of the poor,
W as read  a th ird  time, passed, and title  agreed to.
H . R . file, N o. 68, A  bill for an act rela tive to the construc

tion of a p lank  road from M ontrose to K eokuk , in Lee county, 
W as read  a second tim e, and,

O n motion of M r. Sprott,
T h e  13th  ru le  w as suspended, said bill read  a th ird  time, 

passed  and title  agreed to.
Senate file, N o. 64, A  bill for an act to authorize A ugustus 

P helps to k eep  a fe rry  at the tow n of L yons, in  Clinton county, 
W as read  a second tim e, and,

O n m otion of M r. W heeler,
T h e  lo th  ru le  w as suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, 

passed, and title  agreed to.
H . R . file, N o. 11, A  bill for an act to p reserve  the purity  of 

elections,
W as read  a second time, and,

O n motion of M r. E spy ,
T h e  13th ru le  w as suspended, and said bill read a th ird  time. 
T h e  question being on the passage of said bill,
T he yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere 

as follow s :
Yeas.— M essrs . A lger, Cassady, E sp y , H arbour, H owel, 

R oyston, S p ringer, and Sprott— 8.
N ays— M essrs . B radley, Cook, C raw ford, Jay , Shields, 

W heele r and Wrrigh t— 7.
M r. B radley  being in the chair, and having decided that every 

senator should be w ith in  the bar of the Senate at the time of 
voting,
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W hich decision excluded the vole of M r. Harbour.
M r. Springer desired an appeal, which being granted,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Cook, Crawford, E spy, Howel, Jay , lloys- 

ton, Sanford, Shields, Sprott, W heeler, W right, and Sclmun 
‘—12.

Nays— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Springer—3.
And the chair was sustained.

On motion of M r. Jay ,
The vote had upon said bill, was reconsidered.
The question then being on the passage of said bill,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Espy, H arbour, H ow el, 

Royston, Springer, Sprott and M r. President,— 9.
Nays— M essrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Jay , Sanford, 

Shields, W heeler and W right— 8.
And said bill was passed and title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 35 , A bill for an act to amend an aet entitled 

an aet regulating general elections,
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r, W right,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass

ed and title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 135, A  bill for an act to establish a State road 

from the M ississippi river in Clayton county, to Quasqueton in 
Buchanan county,

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of M r. Shields,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 
passed and title agreed to.

II . R. file, No. 133, A n act to provide for the incorporation 
of the town of G uttcnburg,

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
Substitute to H . II. file, No. 118, An act to preserve the rec

ords of Jones county,
Was read a second time, and 

25
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On motion of M r. Cook,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed and title agreed to.
H . II. file, No. 79, A  bill for an act supplemental to the act. 

of February 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amend
atory to an act to establish common schools, approved January 
16, 1840,

W as read a third time, passed and title agreed to.
H-. R. file, No. 125, A n act to provide for the loan of the 

school fund arising from the sale of the public lands,
W as read a second time.
M r. Jay moved to strike out all after the enacting clause of 

said bill.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and be

ing ordered, w ere as follow s:
Yeas— M essrs. Cassadv, Cook, Howel, Jay, Itoyston, Sanford 

Springer, W heeler and W right— 9.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 

Shields, Sprott and M r. President— 8.
A nd the question was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of M r. Shields,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P . M.

TW O O ’CLOCK, P. M.

On motion of M r. Royslon,
The vote taken on striking out all after the enacting clause of 

H . R . file, No. 125.
Was reconsidered.
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr.-Lefhng- 

well, chief clerk.- 
•1/r. P r e s i d e n t —•
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I herew ith  p re se n t  for yo u r  signature.
H . R. file, No. 54, A n  act concerning claims on the H a lf  

Breed Tract.
I I .  R . file, No. 95, A n  act supplemental and amendatory of 

an act entitled an act 1'or the appointment and duties of sheriffs.
H . R . file, No. 90, A n  act to amend an act enti tled an act for 

the incorporation of the town of Bloomington, approved J a n u a 
ry  23, 1839.

Also,
IT. R . file, No. 108, A n  act authorizing W . F .  Brackenridge  

to make a canal, to take  from the W apsipinicou r iver ,  and to c re 
ate a w ater  pow er.

A ll  of w hich  have received the s igniture  of the S peaker  of 
the H ouse .

I  h erew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, No. 86, A n  act granting to Jam es W eed  and oth

ers, the r ight of way,
W ith  one amendment to the last section,
In  w hich  the concurrence  of the Senate is reques ted .
Senate file, No. 75, A n  act to author ize  the people of Iow a to 

express  their opinion upon the subject of a convention to amend 
the constitution of this Slate,

Being in special order,
T h e  Senate resolved itself into a  committee of the whole, for 

the consideration thereof,
M r .  H arbo u r  in the chair,
A n d  after some time spent therein , the committee rose, and 

by the ir  chairman, reported the same back, w ithout amendment.
On motion of M r .  Springer,

Said bill was re fe rred  to a select committee, and 
M essrs .  S pringer ,  H arbour,  Cook, Bradley and E spy ,  w e re  

appointed said committee.
Senate file, No. 86, A n  act to authorize Jam es W eed  and his 

associates, to construct a graded road from Bloomington in M u s 
catine county, by w ay  of Tipton, to the county seat of Benton 
county,

W as read as amended.
O n motion of M r .  Cook,
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T he  am endm ent w as concurred  in..
M r. Shields, from the comm ittee on E ngrossed  Bills, reported  
Senate file, No. 54, A n  act to establish N orm al Schools,
A s correctly  engrossed.
M r. C raw ford, from the committee 011 Incorporations, to w hom  

w as re fe rred
Senate file, No. 70, A n  act to provide for the making of a 

ra ilroad  from  D ubuque to K eokuk ,
R eported  the same back , w ith  sundry  am endm ents, and asked 

the concurrence of the Senate there in ,
W hich was concurred  in.

O n motion of M r. Springer,
T he  w ord “ double”  w as stricken  from the 3 J  section of said 

bill, and the w ord “ tre b le ” inserted .
O n motion of M r. Shields,

I t  w as ordered to be engrossed and read  a th ird  tim e to-m orrow . 
Senate tile, No. 54, A n  act to establish N orm al Schools,
W as read  a th ird  tim e.
T h e  question being on the passage of the bill,
T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere  

as fo llo w s:
Y eas— M essrs . A lg er, B radley, Cook, C raw ford, H arbour, 

H ow cl, Jay , Royston, Sanford, Shields, S p ringer, and W heel- 
c r—,12.

N ays— M e ssrs . C assady, E sp y , Sprott, YVright and M r. 
P res id en t— 5.

A n d  said bill was passed, and title  agreed to.
M essage from the H ouse of R epresen tatives, by M r. Leffing- 

w cll, ch ief c lerk .
M r. P residen t— -

I  am d irected  to inform  the Senate that the H ouse of R ep re 
sentatives has passed,

H . R . file, N o. 120, Jo in t R esolution for the re lie f of D avid 
Judson , tre a su re r of M onroe county.

H . R . file, No. 134, A n  act am endatory to an act providing 
for levying a tax  on personal and real estate for road purposes.

H . R . file, N o. 141, A  bill for an act to establish a State road 
there in  named.



T H E  S E N A T E . 197

H . R. file, No. 14G, A. bill w ithout any title.
IT. II. file, No. 168, A  bill lor an act to amend an act allow

ing and regulating w rits of attachment.
I I . R. file, No. 169, A  bill for an act increasing the power of 

county commissioners.
In  which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
I  herew ith return
Senate file, No. 52, A n act to establish a State road therein 

named.
Senate file, No. 65, Join t Resolution of thanks to Captain B. 

S. Roberts.
Senate file, No. 82, Jo in t Resolution for a mail route.
Senate file, No. 83, A n act providing for the election of an 

additional justice of the peace in M ontrose township, Lee 
county.

Senate file, No. 84, A n act to legalize certain officers therein 
named.

The same having passed the House of Representatives, w ith
out amendment.

I  herew ith return
Senate file, No. 59, A n act in relation to the printing.
Senate file, No. 77, A n act to authorize Chauneey G. D ibler 

to keepaTerry across the Des Moines river at Farmington, Van 
B uren county.

The same having passed the H ousejof Representatives, w ith 
one amendment, in which the concurrence of the Senate is re 
quested.

I  also herewith return
Senate file, No. 29, A n act and ordinance accepting of the ap

propriation made by Congress, on the admission of Iowa,
And,
Senate file, No. 47, A n act entitled an act to amend an act 

regulating practice in the distriet courts of the T erritory  of 
Iowa, approved February 10, 1843.

The House of Representatives having concurred in the 
amendments made by the Senate to their amendments to said 
act.

M r. Crawford, from the committee on Incorporations, to whem
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was re fe rred  the petition and remonstrance of the town of Buo
naparte ,  in  Van B nren  county, relative to the incorporation of 
said town,

R eported  adverse to the p ray e r  of the petitioners.
I I .  R . file, No. 125, A  bill for an act to provide for a loan of 

the school fund arising from a sale of the public lands,
T h e  question being on s tr iking out all of said bill after the 

enacting  clause,
T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested, and being ordered, w ere  

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs .  Cassady, Cook, H ow el,  J a y ,  Sanford, Spring

er, W h ee le r  and W right— 8.
N a y s— M essrs .  A lger,  Bradley, Crawford, E spy ,  Harbour, 

Royston, Shields, Sprolt and M r .  P res iden t— 9.
A n d  the question was decided in the negative.
T h e  question being on the passage of the bill,
T h e  yeas and nays being requested, w ere  ordered, and w ere 

as follows :
Y eas— M ess rs .  A lger,  Bradley, Crawford, E spy , Harbour. 

H ow el,  Royston, Shields, Sprott,  and M r .  P res iden t— 10.
N a y s— M e s s rs .  Cassady, Cook, Jay ,  Sanford, Springer, 

W h ee le r  and W rig h t— 7.
A n d  said bill was passed, and title agreed to.

O n motion,
T h e  Senate 'adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

T U E S D A Y  M O R N I N G ,  J a n u a r y  9 ,  1 8 4 9 .  

Senate met p u rsuan t  to adjournment.
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r.  Leffing- 

well,  chief clerk.
M r . P re s id e n t—
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I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of R ep re
sentatives has passed,

II. R. file, No. 144, A  bill for an act to authorize Robert Gow 
er to keep a ferry  across Cedar river.

II. R. file, No. 152, A  bill for an act to locate a State road 
from Fairfield to Keokuk, and

H . R. file, No. 150, A  bill for an act to incorporate the an
nual conference of the church of the united brethren in Christ, 
of Iowa.

In  which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
I  herewith return
Senate file, No. 55, A n act to authorize Robert B unker to 

keep a ferry across the M ississippi river, at B unker’s landing, 
in Clayton county, *

The same having passed the House of Representatives, w ith
out amendment.

M r. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred,

Senate file, No. 76, A n act for the benefit of occupying claim
ants of lands,

Reported the same back, w ithout amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

M r. Crawford, from the committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred,

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of John 
Taylor,

Reported the same back, w ithout amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

M r. Shields, from the select committee, to whom was referred  
a petition from certain citizens of Dubuque, Delaware, Clayton,
Fayette, and Buchanan counties, asking-the General Assembly to 
memorialize the General Assembly of Wisconsin for an extension 
of the proposed railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk, introduced,

Senate file, No. 8S, Memorial to the legislature of the State 
of Wisconsin,

W hich was read a first and second time, and on his motion.
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill was r e a d  a third time, 

passed and title agreed to.
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M r. B rad ley , w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, N o. 89 , A  bill for an act in  relation  to deeds of 

collectors of revenue ,
W hich  w as read  a first and second time, and 

O n his motion,
R eferred  to th e  comm ittee on the Ju d ic ia ry .
M r. E sp y , w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, N o. 90 , A n  act to amend an act form ing jud icial 

c ircu its,
W hich w as read  a first and second tim e, and 

O n his motion,
R eferred  to a select committee, composed of the Senators 

from  M uscatine and C edar.
M r. S p ringer, from  the select committee, to whom w as re fe r

red ,
Senate file, N o. 75 , A n  act to allow the people of Iow a to ex

p ress  the ir opinion upon the subject of a convention to amend 
th e  constitution of th is State,

R epo rted thc  same back , w ith  sundry  am endm ents thereto , and 
asked  the concurrence  of the Senate th ere in ,

W hich  w as agreed to.
Senate file, N o. 69 , A n  act to incorporate the tow n of Cedar 

R apids, in  L inn  county,
W as read  a first and second tim e, and,

O n motion of M r . Cook,
T he  13th ru le  w as suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, pass

ed, and title  agreed to.
H . R . file, N o. 136, Jo in t R esolution asking a change of mail 

conveyance and ex tension of mail route,
W as read  a first and second time, and ordered to a th ird  read

ing to-m orrow .
I i .  R . file, N o. 123, A n  act to amend an act entitled  an act to 

authorize John  B rophy to keep a fe r ry  across the M issouri r iv e r , ' 
W as read a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r. Cook,
R eferred  to the committee on Incorporations, w ith  in struc

tions to report re la tive  to rates of ferriage.
H . 11. file, N o. 139 A n act to establish a b ranch of the State
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U niversity  at F airfie ld , in  Jefferson county,
W  as read a first and second tim e, and 

On motion of S ir . C raw ford ,
R eferred  to the comm ittee oil Schools.
H . R. file, N o. 126, A n  act to amend an act entitled  an act to 

Yc-locate a te rrito ria l road from F airfie ld  to the Indian boundary,
W as read a first and second tim e, and 

On motion of M r. i..arbour,
R eferred  to  a select coniKjiUee, and
M essrs. l ia ru e u r , iio w e l raid Ivoyston. w ere  appointed said 

committee.
II . R . file, N o. 112, A n  act to provide for tak ing  an enum er

ation of the w hite  inhabitants of the S tate of Iow a,
W as read a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r. S pringer,
R eferred  to a select com m ittee, and
M essrs. S p ringer, B radley  and Sanford, w ere appointed said 

committee.
H . R . file, N c. 1112, Jo in t R esolution for superin tend ing  the 

p rin ting  and d is tribu tion  of the law s of the p resen t session, 
W as read a first and second tim e, and 

On motion of M r. W righ t,
R eferred  to the comm ittee on W avs and M eans.
II . R . file, N o. 143, A n  act for a State road there in  named, 
W as read a first and second time, and 

O n motion of M r. Cassady,
R eferred  to the committee on Hoads.
H . R . file, N o. 115, A n  act to create the office of A tto rney  

G eneral, and define his duties,
W as read a first and second tim e, and 

On motion of M r. W righ t,
R eferred  to a committee of the w hole Senate, and made the 

special order for to-m orrow , 10 o’clock, A . M .
H . R . file, N o. 140, A n  act to amend an act entitled an act 

to  vacate the public square in the tow n of W est Point.
Senate file, N o. 77, A n  act to authorize C hauncey P . Dibble 

to keep a fe rry  across the D cs M oines river, at the tow n of F a r 
mington,

26
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W as read as am ended by the H ouse, and 
O n M otion of M r. Sanford,

C oncurred  in .
H . 11. tile, N o. 138, A  bill for an act to organize the county  

of A llam akee,
W as read a first and second tim e, and,

O n motion of M r. Shields,
R eferred  to a select committee, and
M essrs . Shields, C raw ford , and W heele r w ere  appointed 

said committee.
T he resolution of the H ouse, providing for a jo in t convention 

for the election of a  U nited  States Senator,
W as read for inform ation, and,
T he  question being on the concurrence of the Senate,
W as decided in  the affirmative.
M r. E spy , from the committee on E nro lled  B ills, reported 
Senate lile,- N o. 77, A n  act to authorize Chauucey G . D ibbler, 

to keep  a fe rry  across the Des M oines riv e r, at Farm ington,
A s correctly  enrolled.
Senate file, N o. 75, A n  act to allow the people of Iow a to 

exp ress  an opinion on the subject of a convention to amend the 
constitution of this State.

O n motion of M r. Springer,
T he  13th ru le  was suspended, and said bill read a third time.

O n motion,
T he Senate anjourned till 2 o’clock, P . M»
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TW O  O 'C LO C K , P. M;

M essage from the Hous-e of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
well, chief clerk.
.M r. P re s id e n t — •

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House, of Repre
sentatives has passed

H . R. file, No. 128, A bill for an act making appropriations 
for the support of the State government, for the years 1849 and 
1850; and

H . R. file, No. 147, A  bill for an act to allow additional com
pensation to the agent employed to select the university lands 
for this State.

In  which the concurrence of the. Senate is requested.
The question being on the passage of the bill,
The yeas and nays w ere requested,, and being,ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs.Cook, Jay , Royston., Sanford, Springer, Sprott, 

W heeler and W right— 8.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawfqrd, Espy, 

T ear, Harbour, Howel, Shields, and M r. President— 10.
And the question was decided in the negative.

On motion of M r. W right,
Senate file, No. 48, A n act to re-apportion the State,
Was taken from the table, and made the special order for to-, 

morrow, 2 o’clcck, P . M.
M r. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills,
Reported that they had presented the following bills to the 

Governor, for his signature.
Senate file, No. 32, A n act for a State road, therein named. 
Senate file, No. 31, A n act authorizing the Auditor of State 

to audit and allow expenses of the Supreme Court.
Senate file, No. 40, A n act to authorize the Secretary of State- 

to .collect and arrange certain papers in his office.
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Senate file, No. 39, A n act to authorize the Suprem e Court to 
hold special term s, and

Senate file, No. 86, A n  act to authorize Jam es W eed and his 
associates, to construct a graded road from Bloomington in M u s
catine county, via. T ipton in C edar county, to the county seat of 
Benton county. f

O n motion of M r. W right,
Leave of absence was granted  to M r. Sanford, during the re 

m ainder of the term .
O n motion,

T he Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-m orrow  morning.

W E D N E S D A Y  M O R N IN G , J a n u a r y  10, 1849. 

Senate m et pu rsuant to adjournm ent.
M r. E sp y  presented the claim of J .  J .  Selinan, elector for 

P res iden t and V ice P residen t of the LTnited States.
O n his motion,

R eferred  to the committee on W ays and M eans.
M r. A lg e r presented the claim of T . S. P arv in , assignee of 

P arish  and W elch.
On his motion,

R eferred  to the committee on CJaims.
M r. Cook presented the petition of G . W . Brooks, and 150 

other citizens of Scott county, praying a repeal of the tow nship 
organization of Scott county, and,

W ith  leave obtained, introduced
Senate file, No. 91, A  bill for an act repealing  the tow nship 

organization of Scott county.
W hich was read a first and second tim e, and,

O n motion of M r. Cook,
T he 13th ru le  was suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, 

passed, and title  agreed to.

»
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M r. H arbour p resen ted  the petition of W illiam W arren , and 
13 others, p raying tha t said W illiam  W arren  m ight he exem pt 
from the restric tions of th e  law s regulating  grocery  licenses. 

On motion of M r. B radley ,
Laid on the table.

On motion of M r. Cook,
L eave of absence w as g ran ted  to M r. W heeler, th rough  the 

rem ainder of the session.
M r. A lger, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate tile, N o. 92, Jo in t R esolution  in  relation  to p rin ting  

the acts and resolutions of the G enera l A ssem bly.
W hich  w as read  a first and second tim e, and,

O n motion of M r. Cook,
R eferred  to the comm ittee on. W ays and M eans.

On motion of M r. H arb o u r,
Resolvtd, T h a t the S ecre tary  of the Senate be, and is hereb y  

allow ed the sum  of th ree  hund red  dollars for indexing, d is tr ib u 
ting , and superin tend ing  the p rin tin g  of the jou rna ls o f the 
Senate for the p resen t session.

M r. E spy , w ith  leave obtained, in troduced 
Senate file, No. 94, Jo in t reso lu tion  for p rin ting  law s in G e r

man,
W hich was read a first and second tim e, and,

O n his motion,
R eferred  to the committee on th e  Ju d ic ia ry .
M r. Springer, from the select comm ittee to w hom w as re fe r

red ,
H . R . file, N o. 112, A  bill for tak ing  an enum eration  of the 

w h ite  inhabitants of Iow a,
R eported the same back, w ith  one am endm ent, and recom 

mended its passage.
M r. E spy , from the com m ittee on E nro lled  bills, reported  
Senate file, N o. 00 , A n  act to vacate a p art of the tow n  of 

P ittsburg ,
Senate file, No. 49 , M em orial to C ongress for the estab lish 

m ent of certain  m ilitary  posts.
Senate file, No. 71, Jo in t R esolution for the appointm ent o f a 

librarian.
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Senate file, No. 51, Joint resolution in relation to a mail 
route,

A s correctly enrolled..
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and M eans, to whom 

was referred
H . R. file, No. 128, An act making appropriations for the 

support of the State Government, for the fiscal years of 1849 
and 1850,

Reported the same back; without amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

M r. Shields, from the committee on. Claims, to whom was re
ferred

Senate file, No. 59, An act to providefer the payment of ex 
penses incurred in the arrest, and detention of A llen  Camme- 
ron, a fugitive from jnstice, from the State of Pennsylvania,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred

Senate file, No. 89 , A n  act in relation to deeds of collectors 
of revenue,

Reported the same back, with one amendment, and asked the 
concurrence of the Senate therein; which was agreed to.

Mr. Howel, from the committee on Roads, to whom was re
ferred

Senate file,' No. 63, A n act to establish a State road therein 
named,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

M r. Shields, from the committee on Schools, to whom was re
ferred

H. R. file, No. 139, A n act to establish a branch of the State 
University at Fairfield in Jefferson county,

Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

Mr. Shields, from the select committee, to whom was referred
H. R. file, N o. 138, A n act to organize the county of Alla

makee,
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Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

The President laid beiore the Senate, the claim of J .  K eister 
and C. Evans.

On motion of M r. Bradley,
Referred to the committee on Claims.
M r. W right asked, and obtained leave of the Senate, to w ith

draw the claim of James Reed.
M r. Espy offered the following resolution,
Resolved : That Senate file, No. 61, Preamble and Resolutions 

relative to tire territories of the United States, be entered at 
length upon the journal of the Senate, as of January  6, the day 
upon which said preamble and resolutions w ere acted upon.

M r. H arbour from the select commit*ee, to whom was referred 
H . R. file, No. 126, A n act to amend an act entitled an act to 

re-locate the territorial road from F  airfield, to the Indian boundary, 
Reported the same back, w ithout amendment, and 
Said bill was, on his motion, amended as follows :
S trike out all between the words “ Fairfield,”  and “ shall.” 
Said bill was read a second time, and 

On his motion,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass

ed and title agreed to.
M r. Selman (M r. W right having been called to the chair,)  

introduced
Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and Joint Resolution for a do

nation of land to construct a military road from the M ississippi 
to the M issouri river,

W hich was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of M r. Harbour,

The I3th rule was suspended, and said preamble and resolu
tion read a third time, passed and title agreed to.

M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
well, chief clerk :
M r. President—

I herewith return 
^  Senate file, No. 64, A n act to authorize A ugustus Phelps to 

keep a ferry at the town of Lyons, in Clinton county.
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Senate file, N o. 85, A n  act to provide for the location of the 
county seat of Benton county.

Senate file, N o. 87, A n  act to amend an act to reorganize the 
suprem e court.

S ubstitu te  to
H . R . file, N o. 118, A n  act to p reserv e  the records of Jones 

county .
A ll of w hich have passed the H ouse of R epresentatives w ithout 

am ent.
I  h erew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, N o. 62, A n  act providing for the reorganization of 

th e  B oard of Public W orks, and repealing  so m uch of the seve
ra l acts relating  thereto , as conflict w ith  the provisions of this 
act,

T h e  same having passed the H ouse of P .epresentatives, w ith 
sundry  amendm ents,

In  w hich  the concurrence of the Snate is requested.
I  am d irected  to inform the Senate, tha t the H ouse has refused 

to concur in  the first, th ird , fourth  and fifth amendments made 
by th e  Senate, to

H . R .'file , No. 11, A n  act to p reserve  the pu rity  of elections.
I  he rew ith  p resen t for your signature,
H . R . file, N o. 102, A n  act to rc-loeate and extend a certain 

road th e re in  named.
H . R . file, No. 104, A n  act authorizing the county commis

sioners cou rt of D es M oines county, to have a vote taken in re
lation to having a court house bu ilt in said county.

H . R . file, N o. 110, Jo in t R esolution for a mail route from
B ellvue in  Jackson  county, to Independence in  Buchanan county.

H . R . file, N o. 113, A n  act authorizir.gan additional tax for 
State pu rposes.

H . R . file, N o. 121, Jo in t Resolution for a mail route.
H . R . file, N o. 122, A n act to repeal an act entitled an act

for the re lie f  o f the poor.”
H . R . file, N o. 124, Jo in t Resolution for a mail route from 

Sabula, in  Jackson  county, to Cascade, in D u B uque county.
H . R . file, N o. 125, A n  act to provide for a loan of the school 

fund, accruing from the sale of the public lands.
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H . R. file, No. 127, Joint Resolution in relation to a change 
of mail conveyance.

H . R. file, No. 132, A n ac-t to provide for the incorporation of 
the town of G uttenburg, in Clayton county.

H . R. file, No. 135, A n act to locate a State road therein 
named. ,

A ll cf which have passed both branches b f the General A s
sembly, and have received the signature of the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives.

H . R. file, No. 115, A n act to create the office of A ttorney 
General, and define his duties, being in special order,

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, M r. 
Sprott, in the chair, and after some time, spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,
Reported the same back, w ith sundry amendments thereto. 
A nd asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P . M<

TW O  O 'CLOCK , P . M.

On motion of M r. Harbour,
The Secretary was requested to inform the House of R epre

sentatives, that the President and members of the Senate of the 
State of Iowa, would meet the House in the Hall of the House, 
forthwith; who having reported that duty as performed,

The Senate, preceded by its President and Secretaries, 
Proceeded to the Hall of the House, and having taken the seats 

assigned them,
The roll was called, when it appeared that 
M essrs. Browning, Crawford, W heeler. Sanford, and Betts, 

w ere absent.
Those gentlemen being excused.

27
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The convention proceeded to vote for one United States Sen
ator, to hold his office six years from the fourth of March next.

M essrs. Babbitt and Fear, acting as tellers ;
W hen it appeared that Augustus C. Dodge, had received 

thirty-six  votes, and
Francis Springer had received fifteen votes, and
Evan Jay  had received one vote.
Those gentlemen voting for Augustus C. Dodge, were,
M essrs. A lexander, A lger, Babbitt, Baker, Bonham, Bradley, 

Cassady, Collins, Corse, Davison, E lm er, Espy, Evans, Fear, 
Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harbour ,Harrison, Howel, Jacobs, Lang- 
ton, Mahony, M cFarland, M orton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Roys- 
ton, Sales, Sergent, Shields, W alker, W eyand, Wood, and M r. 
President.

Those voting for Francis Springer, w-ere
M essrs. Allison, Bourne, Burroughs, Cook, Goodrell, Jay, 

M cCrary, McManaman, Sprott, Stephenson, Timmons, Thomp
son, W illiams, Woodworth, and W right.

M r. Springer voted for Evan Jay .
The President announced that, Augustus C. Dodge, having 

received a majority of all the votes cast, was duly elected a Uni
ted States Senator, to represent the State of Iowa in the Senate 
of the United States, for six years from the fourth of M arch next.

W hereupon the following certificate was signed by the P res
ident of the convention, and attested by M essrs. Babbit and Fear 
in presence of the joint convention :

This w ill certify that at an election by the General Assembly 
of the State of Iowa, in the Hall of the House of Representa
tives, on W ednesday, the 10th day of January, A . D. 1849, 
Augustus C. Dodge was duly elected a Senator, to represent 
the State of Iowa, in the Senate of the United States, for the 
term  of six years, from the 4th of M arch, A. D. 1849.

In  testimony whereof, I  have hereunto set my hand, this 10th 
day of January A . D. 1849.

JO H N  J . SEL M A N , 
President of the Joint Convention.

A tte s t:
L. \V. B a b b i t t , A . S. F ta k .
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The purposes for which the joint convention had assembled, 
having been accomplished, the Senate, in order, returned.

On motion of M r. W right,
Senate file, No. 61, A n act to locate a certain State road there- 

' in nam ed,.
W as taken from the table, and referred to the committee on 

Roads.
M r. E spy, on leave,'introduced
Senate file, No. 96, Joint ,Resolution presenting a sword to 

Captain B. S. Roberts,
W hich was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Howel,
The 13th ru le was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-* 

ed and title agreed to.
The question being on the adoption of the amendments made 

by a committee of the whole Senate, to
H . R. file, No. 115, A n act creating the office of Attorney. 

General, and defining his duties.
M r. H arbour moved to amend by striking ont “ two hundred” 

in the tenth section, and insert “ eight hundred.”
Disagreed to, and
The amendments of the committee of the whole Senate,
W ere concurred in.

On motion of M r. Espy,
Said bill was referred to the oommittee on W ays and M eans. 
Senate file,. No. 48, A n act to re-apportion this State into Rep

resentative and Senatorial districts,
Being in special order,
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, M r. 

Sprott in the chair, and after some time spent therein, the com
mittee rose, and by their chairman reported the same back, w ith
out amendment, and

On motion of M r. Jay,
Recommitted to the original committee.

On motion of M r. Harbour,
Senate file, No. 57, A n act relative to the Penitentiary,
W as read as amended by the House, and said amendments 

w ere concurred in.
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M r. Espy, from the committee on W ays and Means, to whom 
was referred

H . R . file, No. 138, Joint Resolution for superintending the 
printing and distributing the laws of the present session, for the 
years 1849 and 1850,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommen
ded its passage.

Said bill was read a second time, and 
On motion of M r. A lger,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-, 
ed and title agreed to.

On motion of M r. Royston,
Senate file, No. 12, An act providing for the re-organization 

of the Board of Public W orks, &c.,
Was read as amended by the House.
The question being taken separately upon concurring in the 

first amendment,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follow s:
Yeas— M essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Fear, H ar

bour, Howel, Royston, Shields, Springer and Sprott— 11.
Nays— M essrs. Jay, W right and M r. President—3.
A nd said amendment was concurred in.
Upon concurring in the second amendment,
T he yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follow s;
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Eradley, Cassady, Espy, Fear, H ar

bour, Howel, Jay , Royston, Shields, Springer and Sprott— 12. 
N ays— M essrs. W right and M r. President— 2.
T he 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th amendments w ere concurred in.
H . R. file, No. 144, A n act to authorize Robert Gower to 

keep a ferry  across Cedar river,
Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Cook,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
H . R . file, No. 152, A n act to locate a State road from Fair

field, in Jefferson county, to Keokuk, in Lee county.
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W as read a first and second time, and.
On motion of M r. Howel,

Referred to the Senators from Lee, Jefferson, and V anB uren. 
H . R. file, No. 150, An act to incorporate the Iowa annual 

conference of the church of the United Brethren in Christ.
W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. W right,
R eferred to the committee on Incorporations.
H . R. file, No. 128, A n act making appropriations for the 

support of the State government for the fiscal years of 1849 
and 1850.

Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Cassady,

Referred to the committee on W ays and Means.
H . R. file, No. 167, A  bill for an act allowing additional com

pensation to the agent employed to select the university lands of 
this state,

W as read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. W right,

T he 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, 
passed, and title agreed to.

H . R . file, No. 148, A n act to amend an act allowing and 
regulating w rits of attachment,

W as read a first and second time, and,
On motion of M r. Cook,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary,
H . R . file, No. 146‘, A n act to empower the mayor of Fort 

M adison to act as justice of the peace, in certain cases,
Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Espy,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
H . R . file, No. 141, A n act to establish a State road therein 

named,
Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Howel,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a th ird  time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 134, A n act amendatory to an act providing
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for levying a tax on. real and personal property, for road pur
poses,

W as read a first and second time, and,
On motion- of M r. Royston,

Referred to the committee on Roads.
I I . R . file, No. 120, Joint Resolution for the relief of Daniel 

Judson, T reasurer of Monroe county,
Was read a first and second tim e, and,

On motion of M r. Royston,
The I3 th  rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to.
H . R . file, No. 149, A n act increasing the powers of county 

commissioners,
• W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Bradley,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
M r. Springer, on leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 97, A n act in  relation to the election of State 

officers,
W hich was read a first and second time, and ,

On his motion,
O rdered to be engrossed and read a th ird  time to-morrow.
M r. Cook, with leave, introduced 

Senate file, No. 98, A n act to provide for holding courts in Pot
tawattamie county.

W hich was read a first and second time, and,
On his motion,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary,
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.
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T H U R SD A Y  M O R N IN G , J a n u a r y  11, 1849.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
On motion-of M r. W right,

The vote taken on concurring in the first amendment made by 
the House to

Senate file, No. 57, A n act relative to the Penitentiary,
Was reconsidered, as to the first amendment.
M r. Bradley, from the committee on the judiciary, to whom 

was referred,
H . R. file, No. 148, A n act to empower the M ayor of the town 

of F ort Madison to act as justice of the peace in certain cases, 
Reported the same back, and recommended its passage.
Said bill was read a second time, and ordered to a third read

ing to-morrow.
M r. Cook, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 99, A n act to provide payment for printing 

the laws in new spapers,
W hich was read a first and second time, and 

On motion,
The 13th rule wras suspended, said bill read a third time, pass

ed and title agreed to.
M r. Fear, from the select committee-, to whom was referred  
Senate file, No. 48, A n act to re-apportion the representative 

and Senatorial districts,
Reported the same back, without am endment; as the committee 

w ere unable to agrecc.
M r. A lger, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
Senate file, No. 80, A n act to amend an act, forming judicial 

districts,
Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend* 

its passage,
Said bill was read a second time, and
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O n his motion,
Said bill w as read  a th ird  tim e, and
T h e  question being on the passage of the bill,
T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere  

as fo llo w s:
Y eas— M essrs . A lger, Cook, E spy , R oyston, Springer, Sprott, 

W rig h t and M r. P res iden t— 8.
N ays— M essrs . B radley , Cassady, F ea r, H arbour, H ow el, 

Jay  and Shields—7 .
A nd  said bill w as passed and title  agreed to.
M r. E sp y , from the com m ittee on W ays and M eans, to whom 

w as re fe rred ,
H . R . file, No. 115, A n  act to create  the office of A tto rney  

G en era l and define its duties,
R epo rted  the same back, w ith  sund ry  amendm ents, and asked 

th e  concurrence of the Senate therein .
U pon this question,
T h e  yeas and nays being requested , w ere  ordered , and w ere  

as fo llo w s:
Y eas— M essrs . E sp y , F ea r, R oyston and M r. P residen t— 4. 
N ays— M essrs . A lg er, B rad ley , Cassady, Cook, H arbour, 

H ow el, Ja y , Shields, S p rin g er, S pro tt and W rig h t— 11 
M r . E sp y  proposed the follow ing am endm ent.
“  S trik e  out all of th e  9 th  section tha t provides for the ap

pointm ent of th e  A tto rney  G en era l.”
T he  question being on th e  adoption of this amendm ent,
T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere  

as follow s :
Y eas— M essrs . Cook, E sp y , H ow el, J a y , Springer, Spro tt, 

W rig h t and M r . P res iden t— 8.
N ay s— M essrs . A lg er, B rad ley , Cassady, F ear, H arbour, 

R oyston and Shields— 7.
A nd  it w as decided in  the affrmative.
T h e  question  being on the  passage of the bill.
T he  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and .being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . A lg e r, Cassady and E sp y — 3.
N ays— M essrs . B radley, Cook, F ea r, H arbour, H ow el, Ja v ,
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Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, W right and M r. P resident 
—  12 .

A nd the question was decided in the negative.
Message from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief clerk.
J\Ir. P re s id e n t—

I am directed to inform the Senate that the clerical error in
Senate file, No. 57, A n act relative to the Penitentiary,
Has been corrected.
M r. W right, from the select committee, to whom was re fer

red
Senate file, No. 63, A n act to establish a State road therein 

named,
Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and 

askedfthe concurrence of the Senate therein.
W hich was agreed to, and
Said bill was read a second time.

On his motion,
The 13th ru le was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass

ed and title agreed to.
M r. W right, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom 

was referred
H . R. file, No. 150, A n act to incorporate the Iow a annual 

conference of the church of the United Brethren in C hrist,
Submitted the following

R E P O R T :

The committee on Incorporations, to whom was referred  H . 
R. file, No. 150, have had the same under consideration, and 
after review ing the whole ground, are compelled to recommend 
the indefinite postponement of said bill.

In coming to this conclusion they have had but little difficully, 
and notwithstanding the respectable character of the individuals 
asking to be incorporated, and their strong desire to accommo
date them in their laudable undertaking, they firmly believe that 
the Constitution interposes an insurmountable barrier to any 
action thereon.

28
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A  p roper respec t for the opinions of those desiring  to be in - 
co rporrted , w ould seem  to demand tha t ou r reasons should be 
g iven for our conclusion.

T he  constitution, A r t  9, Sec. 2, provides tha t “ corporations 
shall not be created in  th is State by special law s, except for po
litical or m unicipal p u rp o ses .” T h is  language would appear 
to be en tire ly  conclusive on this subject. W hethe r this p rov is
ion is expedient, is not for us to say— as it is, w hether expedi
en t or inexpedient, w e are bound thereby^ and cannot recom mend 
th e  passage of any law  that conflicts w ith  th is clear provison. 
T h is  is a special act, and call, for a special law  for the creation 
o f an incorporation , and as such is beyond our pow er.

W e have, it is tru e  a general act of incorporation passed in 
accordance w ith  the requirem ents of the constitution, and u n 
less this general provision covers sufficient g round so as to ju s 
tify  the applicants to incorporate thereunder, your committee 
know  of no w ay to m eet the ir w ishes.

Y our committee w ould, therefore , for the reasons thus briefly 
pointed out, w ith  m ore reg re t than difficulty in coming to the ir 
conclusion, recom m end that the said bill be indefinitely postponed. 

M r . H ow el, from the select comm ittee, to w hom w as re fe rred  
H . R . file, N o. 152, A n act to locate a State road, from F a ir

field, in  Jefferson county, to K eokuk, in  L ee  county,
R eported  the same back, w ith  sundry  am endm ents,
W liich w ere  concurred  in , said bill w as read  a second time, 

and, on his motion,
T he  13th ru le  w as suspended, said bill read  a th ird  tim e 

passed, and title  agreed to.
O n motion of M r. A lger,

Resolved, T hat the cojnmittee on Public  B uildings, to whom 
w as re fe rred  th e  bill to repeal an act providing for the re-loca- 
tion of the seat of governm ent, be requ ired  to report the same 
back to the Senate, to-m orrow  m orning.

O n motion of M r. Cassady,
M essrs . W righ t and F ea r w ere  added to said committee.
M r. Jay , w ith  leave, introduced
Senate file, N o. 100, Jo in t R esolution relative to the nett 

proceeds arising  from sales of land in Iow a.
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Said  bill w as read  a first and second tim e, and,
On his motion,

T he 13 ru le  w as suspended, said bill read a th ird  tim e, pass
ed , and title  agreed  to.

M r. B rad ley , from  the committee on the Ju d ic ia ry , to whom 
w as re fe rred

H . R . file, N o . 38, A n  act requesting  the S ecre ta ry  of S tate 
to  record  S tate roads,.

R eported  the sam e back, w ith  the am endm ents p rev iously  
adopted, and recom m ended its passage.

M r. Shields, from  the committee on E n ro lled  B ills, to w hom  
was re fe rred  .

Senate file, N o . 97, A n  act in  relation to the election of State 
officers,

R eported  th e  same bade, as correctly  enrolled.
On motion.

T h e  Senate adjourned  till 2 o 'clock, P . M .

T W O  O ’C L O C K , P . M .

M r. Cassady, on leave obtained, offered the follow ing reso 
lu tion  :

Resolved, T h a t the S ecre ta ry  and A ssistan t S ecre ta ry  of the 
Senate, be allowed the sum  of four dollars per day each, the 
Sergeant-at-arm s, M essenger, and F irem an, each tw o dollars per 
day, for theft- services d u ring  the p resen t session of th e  G en e r
al A ssem bly.

W hich w as disagreed to.
T he P residen t laid before the Senate the m em orial o f Jam es 

Sloan.
O n motion of M r. S pringer,

R eferred  to the com m ittee on the Jud ic iary .
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M r. Selman, (M r. Jay  having been called to the chair,) with 
leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 101, A n act to establish a State road from 
D rakes ville to Albia.

Said bill was read a first and second time, and,
On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 
passed, and title agreed to.

M r. Selman, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 102, Jo in t Resolution exhonerating Samuel 

Stephens from certain penalties, and the interest on certain 
monies.

Said bill was read a first and second time, and,
On hi3 motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 
passed, and title agreed to.

M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
well, chief clerk.
M r. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of R epre
sentatives has passed

H . R . file, No. 46, A n act establishing a system of common 
schools,

In  which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
H . R . file, No. 136, Joint Resolution asking an exchange of 

mail conveyance, and extension of mail route,
W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 70, A n act to provide for the making of a rail 

road from Dubuque to Keokuk,
W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

On motion of M r. Shields,
The vote had on the adoption of the resolution, providing pay

ment for the officers of the Senate, for the present session of the 
General Assembly,

W as reconsidered, and, on his motion,
Said resolution was laid on the table.
Senate file, No. 97, A n act in relation to the election of State 

officers,
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W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 43, Join t Resolution for the re lief of John 

Taylor,
W as read a second time,
M r. Jay  moved to lay said bill on the table,
Disagreed to.
The question being on the suspension of the rule.
W as decided in the negative. *

On motion of M r. Bradley,
Said bill was ordered to a third reading, to-morrow.
Senate file, No. 59, A n act to provide for the payment of the 

expenses in the arrest and detention of A llen Cammeron, a fu 
gitive from justice, from the State of Pennsylvania,

W as read a second time, and 
On motion of M r. Cook,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass
ed and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 76, A n act for the relief of occupying claim
ants of land, was read a second time, and 

On motion of M r. W right,
R eferred to a select committee, and
M essrs, Sprott, W right, and E spy, w ere appointed said com

mittee.
M r. A lger, w ith leave, offered the following reso lu tion : 
W h e r e a s , A  joint resolution was adopted at the last session 

of the G eneral Assembly, requiring the Secretary of State to 
furnish each member of the Legislature with a copy of M orris’ 
Iowa Reports ; and whereas the House of Representatives of 
the present General Assembly, have abopted a resolution requir
ing the Secretary of State to procure at the expense of the State, 
th irty-nine copies of said report, for the use of the members of 
said H o u se ; therefore,

Resolved, That the Secretary of State furnish, at the expense 
of the State, nineteen copies of M orris’ Iowa Reports, for the 
use of the members of the Senate.

Upon the adoption of the resolution,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
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Y eas— M e ssrs .— H arbour, and M r. P res iden t— 2.
N ays— M essrs . A lger, B radley , C assady, Cook, E spy , F ear, 

H ow el, R oyston, Shields, S pringer, Sprolt, and W righ t— 12.
A nd  said resolu tion  w as lost.
M essage  from the H ouse of R epresen ta tives, by M r. Leffing- 

w ell, ch ie f c le rk  :
M r. President—■

I h e rew ith  re tu rn
S enate  tile, N o. 54, A n act to establish norm al schools.
T he  sam e having passed the H ouse of R epresen tatives, w ith

o u t am endm ent.
O n motion of M r. Shields,

Resolved, T h a t the Secretary of S tate b® and he is hereby re 
quested  to fu rn ish  the Senate w ith  all the  inform ation in  his pos
session  in  relation to the disposition of the one hundred and fifty 
copies of M o rris ’ R eports, subscribed  for and received by the 
S tate.

M r . E sp y , w ith  leave, in troduced
Senate file, N o. 103, Jo in t R eso lu tion  relative to M o rris’ R e

ports,
W hich  w as read a first and second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. H arbour,
T h e  13th ru le  was suspended, and said bill read  a th ird  time.
T h e  question  being on the passage of the jo in t resolution,
T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere  

as follow s :
Y eas— M essrs . A lger, Cook, E sp y , H arbour, Springer, and 

S p ro tt— 6.
N ay s— M essrs . B radley, C assady, F ear, H ow el, Royston, 

Sh ie lds, W righ t, and M r. P res id en t—S.
A n d  the question was decided in  the negative.
Senate file, No. 89, A n  act in  relation  to deeds of collectors 

o f  revenue ,
W as read  a second tim e, and 

O n motion of M r. B radley,
T h e  13th ru le  w as suspended, said bill read  a th ird  lime, pass

e d  and title  agreed to.
H . R . file, No. 138, A n act to organize the county of Allam akee,
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. W  as re ad  a  second  tim e , an d  >

O il m otion  o f M r .  S h ie ld s ,
T h e  lo th  ru le  w as  sn sp e n d e u , sa id  b ill r e a d  a th ird  tim e , p a s s 

ed  and tit le  a g reed  to.
M r .  E s p y ,  f.om  th e  co m m ittee  on W ay s an d  M e a n s ,  to  w hom  

w a s  r e fe r r e d
T h e  c la im  of J .  J .  S e lm an , th e  p re s id e n tia l  e le c to r ,
R e p o rte d  in  fav o r o f its  a llo w a n ce .
IT. R . file , N o . 123 , A n  a c t to am end  an  act e n tit le d  a n  ac t 

to  a u th o r iz e  J o h n  B ro p h y  to  k e e p  a f e r ry  ac ro ss  th e  M is s o u r i  
r iv e r ,

W as re a d  a  second  tim e, and  
O n  m otion of M r .  E s p y ,

T h e  1 3 th  ru le  w as su sp e n d e d , sa id  h ill  read  a th ird  tim e , and  
T h e  q u e s tio n  b e in g  on th e  p assag e  o f th e  b ill,
T h e  y eas an d  nays w e re  re q u e s te d , and  b e in g  o rd e re d , w e re  

as follow  s :
Y e a s— -M e ss rs— -A lger, C assad y , E s p y , H ovvel, R o y s to n  an d  

M r .  P re s id e n t— 6.
N a y s — M e s s rs .  B ra d le y , C ook , F e a r ,  H a rb o u r , J a y ,  S h ie ld s , 

S p r in g e r ,  S p ro lt  and W rig h t— 9.
A n d  th e  q u e s tio n  w as d ec id ed  in  th e  n eg a tiv e .
H .  R . file, N o . 139, A n  ac t to  e s tab lish  a t F a irf ie ld , a  b ra n c h  

o f th e  S ta te  u n iv e rs ity ,
W a s  re a d  a second  tim e, and 

O n  m otion  o f M r .  Hovvel,
T h e  13 th  ru le  w as su sp en d e d , a n d  sa id  b ill re a d  a th ird  t im e .
T h e  q u e stio n  b e in g  on th e  p assag e  o f th e  b ill,
T h e  y eas and n ay s w e re  re q u e s te d , an d  b e in g  o rd e re d , w e r e

as fo llow s :
Y e a s— M e s s r s .  B ra d le y , C assad y , E s p y , F e a r ,  H a rb o u r , H o w -  

e l, J a y ,  R o y sto n , S p ro tt, S h ie ld s an d  M r .  P re s id e n t— 11.
N a y s— M e s s r s .  A lg e r , C ook, S p r in g e r  and  W rig h t— 4.
A n d  said  b ill  w as passed , and  title  a g ree d  to.
IT. R . file, N o . 112 , A n  ac t to p ro v id e  fo r th e  tak in g  o f th e  

en u m era tio n  o f  th e  w h ite  in h ab itan ts  o f th e  S ta te  o f  Io w a ,
W as r e a d 'a  second  tim e, and 

O n  m otion of M r .  S p rin g e r ,
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The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time, 
passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 72, A n act to authorize R . R. Jenks to erect 
a toll bridge across the W apsipinicon river,

W as read as amended by the House, and 
On motion of M r. Cook,

Concurred in.
On motion of M r. A lger,

Senate file, No. 67, A n act making an appropriation to repair 
the public buildings,

W as read a second time, and 
On motion of M r. Bradley,

The w ord “ six”  was stricken from the first section, and 
“  five inserted.

M r. H arbour moved to strike out “ five” and insert “ two.” 
On motion of M r. W right,

Said bill was referred to the committee on W ays and Means.
On motion of M r. Alger,

Senate file, No. 49, A n act to donate the college square in 
Iowa City, to the Medical Department of the Iowa University, 

W as read a second time.
On motion of M r. W right,

A ll after the word publication, in the last section, was strick
en out.

On motion of M r. Alger,
T he 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass

ed and title agreed to.
M r. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom 

was referred
H . R . file, No. 128, A n act making appropriations for the 

support of the State Government, for the fiscal years 1849 and 
1850,

Reported the same back, w ith one amendment, and asked the 
concurrence of the Senate therein.

Disagreed to.
M r. Cassady moved to strike out the word “ eight,” and in

sert “ ten,” in the compensation to judges of the district court. 
Agreed to.
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M r. E sp y  moved to s trik e  out “ five,” and in se rt “ e igh t,”  in  
the  contingent expenses o f th e  Suprem e court.

A g reed  to . "  1 ,
O n motion o f M r. Cook, (

Senate file, N o. J81, A n  act to im prove th e 'b redd  of hogs, 
W as taken  from  th e  table, and read  a second tim e, and 

O n his motion,
T h e  13th ru le  was suspended, and said bill read  a th ird  tim e. 
T he  question  being on the passage of said bill,
T h e  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered , w e re  

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . A lg er, B fadley , Cook, E sp y , J a y , S pringer, 

S p ro tt and M E  P res iden t— 8.
N ays— M e ssrs . Cassady, F ea r, H arbour, H ow el, R oyston, 

Shields, and W rig h t— 7.
A n d  said b ill w as passed and title  agreed to. 1 ' ;
M r . Shields, w ith  leave, in troduced
Senate file, N o. 104, A n  act to establish  a b ranch  of th e  State 

U n iv ers ity  a t th e  city  of D ubuque.
W hich  w as read  a first and second tim e, and,

O n motion of M r. Sprott,
R efe rred  to the committee on Schools.

O n motion, ' ' /  '

T he Senate ad journed till 7 o’clock, P . M .

S E V E N  O ’C L O C K , P . M .

O n motion of M r. W right,
T he Senate reso lved  itse lf  iritb a comm ittee of the w hole, M r. 

A lger, in  the chair, for the consideration of 
H . R . file, N o. 116, A n  act to establish  a system  of common 

schools,
29

i
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And, after some time spent therein, the committee rose,.and 
by their chairman, reported the same back, w ithout amendment, 
and recommended its passage.

M r. Espy moved a call of the S enate; which was agreed to, 
W hen it appeared that M essrs. Royston and Springer were 

absent. . = , ,
Those gentlemen having been excused, the further call was 

suspended.
On motion of M r. Harbour,

Said bill was laid on the table.
On motion of M r. Harbour,

T he iirst amendment made by the House do
Senate file, No. 57, A n act in relation to the tPenitentiary,
W as concurred in.
T he refusal of the House to concur in the amendments made 

by the Senate, to
H . R . file, No. 11, A n act to preserve the purity of elections, 
.Having been declared,
T he Senate receded from its third amendment, and insisted 

upon the first, fourth, and fifth.
T he President announced an executive communication.

On motion of M r. Harbour,
The Senate resolved itself into an executive session, and after 

some time spent therein, the session rose, and, „1
On motion,

T h e  Senatc adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

FR ID A Y  M O R N IN G , J a n u a r y  12, 1849.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. Harbour, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 105, A n act to establish a State road from Os- 

kaloosa to Montezuma,
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W hich was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion,

Said bill was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
On motion of M r. Cook,

The 13th rule of the Senate, was suspended, for the remaind
er of the term, unless objeetion is made.

M r. Springer, presented the petition of A . Rose; and one 
hundred other citizens of the State of Iowa, asking for a State 
road from Grandview; in Louisa county, to Bloomington in M u s
catine county, and in  accordance, therew ith, w ith leave.obtained, 
introduced,

Senate file, No. 106, A n  act to lay out and establish a State 
road- from -Grandview in Louisa county, to Bloomington in M us
catine county,

Said bill was read a first, second- and third time; passed, and 
title agreed to.

Mr.-Cassady*, w ith leav-e, introduced"
Senate file, No. 107, A n act to establish a State road, from 

the w est line of Johnson ccounty, to the w est line of Dallas 
county,

Said bill was read a first, second and third time, passed, and  
title -agreed to.

M f. Cook, w ith leave, introduced■-
Senate file, No. 108, Jo in t Resolution for a mail route,
Said bill was read a first, second and' third time, passed, and 

title agreed to.
M r. Royston, on leave obtained, introduced '
Senate file, No. 109, A n act to authorize the-Board of Public 

W orks, to issue bonds to enable them to prosecute, to comple
tion so much of the improvement o f the Des Moines river, as is 
now under contract,

Said bill was read a first and second time.
M r. H arbour moved to lay on the table and m ake said bill the " 

special order for two o’clock, P . M . to-morrow,
Disagreed to.
M r. H arbour moved to indefinitely postpone said bill, 
Disagreed to.
M r. Springer move to amend,, by striking out the words “  the
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am ount of money on hand, a n d '’ w h erev er they  occur in the first 
section,

A greed  to.
O n motion of M r. E spy ,

L aid  on the table, till tw o o’clock P . M .
M r. Ja y  presented sundry  claims, and 

O n his motion,
. R eferred  to the committee, on claims,

M r. B radley, from the select committee, to whom w as re fe r
red  the petition  of H . G . H arlan , and  tw o hundred  others, w ith  
leave, introduced in accordance w ith  said petition.

Senate file, N o. 110, A n  act to au thorize the commissioners 
o f J^ckson-couuty , to levy  an additional tax  to erect a  bridge 
across the M aquokcta r iv e r ;

Said bill w as read a first, second and th ird  tim e, passed, and 
title  agreed to.

M r. E spy , from the comm ittee on W ays and M eans, to w hom 
was, referred

H . P .  file, No. 100, A n  act to amend an act providing for the 
collection o f revenue for State and county purposes,

R eported  the same baok, w ith  one am endm ent,
W hich  w as concurred  in . . . ■
Said b ill w as read a second, and th ird  tim e, passed, and title 

agreed to.
M r . Howel,, on leave, in troduced
Senate file, N o .’ I l l ,  A n  act supplem ental to an act establish- 

a branch of the State U n iv ers ity  a t Fairfield .
Said b ill w as read  a first and second tim e, and 
, O n motion of M r -C ook , ,
R eferred  to th e  committee on incorporations.

O n motion of M r. E sp y , :
T he  resolution  providing com pensation to  the officers o f the 

Senate o f the  p resen t session,
W as taken  from th e  table.
M r. E sp y  offered the follow ing am endm ent, add “  and the as

sistan t fireman $ 2  00 p e r  day..”
O n motion of M r. W righ t,

R efe rrred  to the comm ittee on claims.
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Messago from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 
well, chief clerk.
M r. P residen t—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the H ouse of R epre
sentatives has passed

H . R. file, No. 161, A  bill for an act to amend the charter of 
the city of Burlington, in which the concurrence of the Senate 
is requested.

I  herew ith return
Senate file, No. 92, Jo in t Resolution relative to the printing 

of the laws.
Senate file, No. 96, Joint Resolution presenting a sword to 

'Capt. B. S. Roberts.
Senate file, No. 68, A  bill for an act relative to the construc

tion of a plank road from M ontrose to K eokuk, in Lee county.
Senate file, No. 79, A n act to authorize Jam es H . G ow er, 

Charles W . Gower, Robert G ower, their heirs or assigns, to im
prove the Cedar river, by the erecction of a lock and dam.

Senate file, No. 69, A n act to incorporate the town of Cedar 
Rapids, in the county of Linn.

Senate file, No. 74, A  bill for a special act for the benefit of 
D ubuque county.

Senate file, No. 56, A  bill for a# lic t to lay out and establish 
a State road from Dubuque city to B unker’s landing in Clayton 
county.

Senate file, No. 88, Memorial to the legislature of W isconsin.
A ll of w hich have passed the House of Representatives w ith

out amendment.
I  am directed to inform the Senate, that the H ouse of R epre

sentatives has passed
H . R . file, No. 155, A  bill for an act granting a right of way 

to W . F . Coolbaugh.
H . R. file, No. 160, A  bill for an act to change the location of 

certain roads therein named.
H . R . file, No. 161, Jo in t Resolution for a mail route.
H . R . file, No. 156, Jo in t Resolution for a mail route.
I I .  R . file, No. 158, Jo in t Resolution asking a donation of land 

for the improvement of the W apsipinicon river. '
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H . R . file, N a..102, A  bill for an act for the relief of Joseph 
W allace and W illiam Sicor.

H . R. lile, No. 154, A bill for an act to provide for the in 
struction of the deaf and dumb and blind.

In  which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
I  herew ith  present for your signature,
H . R. file, No. 56, An act regulating grocery license.
H . R . lile, No. 107, A n act to provide for the payment of ju 

rors, in Lee county.
H . R. file, No. 79, A n ac t supplemental to the act of Februa

ry  23, 1847, entitled “ an act supplemental and amendatory' to 
an act to establish common- schools,”  approved January 16, 
1840.

H . II. file, No. 35, Aq. act to .amend an act providing for and. 
regulating general elections.

H . R . file, No.. 140, A n a c t to amend an act entitled “ anact 
to vacate the public square, in the town of W est Point in Lee 
county,” approved February 17, 1847.

H . R . file, No. 166, A n act authorizing Robert Gower.to keep 
a ferry  across Cedar river.

H . It. file, No. 126, A n act to amend an act, entitled “ an act 
to re-locate a territorial road, from Fairfield in Jefferson county-, 
to the Indian boundary.” %

H . R. file, No. 141, A n act to estab liska State road therein, 
named.

II . I t. file, No. 132, Joint Resolution for superintending the 
printing and distributing of the laws of the present session.

H . It. file, No. 120, Joint Resolution for the relief of Dan
iel Judson, treasurer of Monroe county.

H . It. file, No. 147, A n act to allow additional compensation 
to the agent employed to select the,university lands for this State.

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial and Jo in t Resolution to Con
gress for the establishment of certain military posts..

Senate file, No. 50, A n act to vacate a part of the town of 
P ittsburg in Van Buren county.

Senate file, No. 51, Joint Resolution in relation to a mail 
route.

Senate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution for the appointment of a 
librarian.
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A n  act (N o . not know n,,) to  au thorize  C haunccy -G. D ibb ler 
to  keep  a fe rry  across the D es M oines river, at Farm ing ton  in 
V an  B uren  county.

A ll of w hich have passed both branches of th e  G enera l A s 
sem bly, and received  the signatu re  of the speaker of th e  H ouse 
o f  R epresen ta tives.

M r . E spy , w ith  leave, in troduced ,
Senate file, N o. 112, A  bill for an act relative to fees in  crim 

in a l eases.
Said bill w as read  a first, second and th ird  tim e,
T h e  question being on the passage of the bill,
T he  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered , w e re  

as fellow s ■:
Y eas— M essrs . E sp y , F e a r , H arbou r, R’oyston, Shields, and 

S p ro tt— 6,
N ays— M essrs . A lg e r, B rad ley , C assady, Cook, Ja y , S p r in g 

e r , W rig h t and M r . P res id en t— 8.
A n d  the question  w as decided in  the  negative.
M r . Cassady, from  the com m ittee on P ub lic  B u ild ings, to 

w hom  w as re fe rred
H . R . file, N o. 50, A n  act to  repeal an act p rov id ing  fo r th e  

re-locating o f the seat of governm ent,
R eported  a substitu te .
A  bill for an act providing for the refunding of money to  p u r

chasers of lots in  M onroe C ity , and vacating th e  lots in  said 
city .

Said substitu te  w as read  a first and second tim e, and,
O n motion of M r. Cook,

R eferred  to a a select com m ittee, and,
M essrs . Cook, W rig h t and Cassady w ere  appointed  said 

committee.
O n  motion of M r. E sp y ,

Resolved, T h a t th e  G overno r be requested  to inform  the S en
ate w hat reports have been made by him  to the P res id en t of th e  
U nited  S tates, in  relation  to th e  sale and disposition of the lands 
donated by  C ongress for the im provem ent of the D es M oines 
riv e r, pu rsuan t to the act of C ongress making said donation.

M r. E spy , w ith  leave, in troduced  •



232 JO U R N A L  O F
,1

Senate file, No. 113, A n act to amend an act concerning costs 
and fees.

Said bill was read a first and second time.
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M .

TW O  O ’CLOCK, P. M.

Senate file, No. 113, A n act to amend an act relative to costs 
and fees,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
M r. W right, from the minority of the select committee to 

whom was referred
The memorial of Jonas Nosier, contesting the right of Hon. 

Barney Royston to a seat in this body, as senator from the dis
tric t composed of the counties of W appelo and Monroe, sub
mitted a report,

W hich was, w ith the evidence in the case, recommitted.
M r. Cook, from the select committee to whom was referred, 
H . R . file, No. 56’, A n act to repeal an act to relocate the seat 

o f  Government, and,
Substitute therefor,
Reported the same back, w ith amendments.

On motion of M r. Espy,
Recommitted.
M r. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
Senate file, No. 59, A n act relative to the penitentiary,
A s correctly enrolled.
M r. Shields, from the committee on schools, to whom was 

referred
Senate file, No. 104, A n act to establish a branch of the State 

University at Dubuque,
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Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend
ed its passage.

M r. Springer offered the following am endm ent:
“ Provided, no monies shall be appropri ated to the support 

of any branch of the university, until the revenues of the pa
rent institution shall exceed three thousand dollars per annum 
from the grant made by Congress.

W hich was agreed to.
Said bill was read a third time, and,
The question being on the passage of the bill,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follow s :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Fear, 

Harbour, Hovvel, Jay , Roysiton, Shields, Sprott, and M r. P resi
dent— 13.

N ays— M essrs. Springer and W right— 2.
And said billwas passed, and title agreed to.
M r. Bradley, from the select committee to whom was referred 
Senate file, No. I l l ,  An act supplemental to an act establish

ing a branch of the State University at Fairfield,
Reported the same back with two amendments,
W hich tvere concurred in.
Said bill was read a second and third time, passed, and title 

agreed to.
M r. E spy, from the Committee on W ays and M eans to whom 

wa3 referred
Senate file, No. 67, A  bill for an act making appropriations 

fo r public buildings at Iowa City,
Reported the same back without amendment.
M r. Springer moved its indefinite postponement.
Upon this question
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follow s:
Yeas-—M essrs. Jay , Springer, Spro(,t, W right, and M r. P res

ident— 5.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, E spy, Fear, 

Harbour, Howel, Royston, and Shields— 10.
And the question was decided in the negative.

30
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M r. Harbour moved to strike out “ five thousand” and insert 
“ three thousand.”

M r. Espy moved to amend by inserting “ four thousand.”
A  division of the question being called for,
The question upon striking out “ five thousand,”
Was decided in the affirmative.
The question being on the amendment to the amendment,
Was decided in the negative.
The question then recurring on the motion to insert “ four 

thousand,”
Was decided in the affirmative.
M r. Harbour moved to strike out the words “ Joseph T. 

Fales,” and insert, “ James F. Hanby;” lost.
M r. Harbour moved to strike out “ four hundred,” and insert 

“ two hundred.”
M r. Espy moved to amend by inserting “ three hundred,” 
Lost.

■The question being on the motion to insert “ three hundred,” 
W as decided in the affirmative.
M r. Howel moved to refer to the committee on Public Build

ings,
Disagreed to.
M r. Cassady moved to refer to a committee of the whole Sen

ate on Monday morning next, 10 o’clock, A. M.
Lost.
Said bill was read a third lime.
The question being on the passage of said bill,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows:
Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook. Espy, Fear, Harbour, 

Royston and Shields—8.
Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Howel, Jay, Springer, Sprott, Wright 

and M r. President—7.
And said bill was passed and title agreed to,
M r. Howel, on leave introduced
Senate file, No. 114, Joint Resolution for an appropriation of 

land to aid in the construction of the branch buildings of the 
State Univerity at Fairfield.
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Said bill was read a first, second and third time, passed and 
title agreed to.

On motion of M r. Jay,
II. R. file, No. 116, An act to establish a system of common 

schools,
Was taken from the table.
M r. Jay offered the following amendment:
Strike out section 26, and add to the 14th amendment made 

by the House as follows :
“ He shall divide into school districts and number the same, 

each township or election precinct in his county, or any part 
thereof, when the same has not heretofore been districted and may 
alter and change the districts thus formed, or those formed un
der other acts from time to time, as the convenience of the inhab
itants of the aforesaid townships and election precincts may re
quire, and shall proceed to make such change at any time when , 
petitioned by two thirds of the legal voters of said district.

See... Each school district formed and organized, under any 
former law, or under the provisions of this actis hereby declar
ed to be a body corporate by the name and style of school dis
trict, No. — of the township of — in the county of — and State 
of Iowa, and in that name, it may hold property and be a party, 
to suits and contracts.

Upon the formation of new school districts, the fund commis
sioners shall notify some qualified voter thereof, by written no
tice, describing the boundaries of the district and also the time 
and place of the first meeting.

Sec. Such qualified voter shall notify each elector in the dis
trict of the same by personal service, as far as convenient, and 
shall post a notice at the place of meeting and also in three oth
er public places in the district, stating the boundary of the dis
trict and the time and place, at least six days before the time of 
such meeting.

Sec. The qualified electors of the district when assembled in 
accordance with the notice required in the foregoing section, 
shall organize by appointing a president and secretary, who 
shall act as judges of the election, and the name of each elector 
shall be recorded by the secretary.
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Sec. They shall then elect by ballot, one president, one sec
retary  and one treasurer, who together shall constitute a board of 
directors for the district, and shall hold their offices until the next 
succeeding annual district election, and-until their successors are

O  7
elected and qualified.

Sec. Said directors shall within ten days after the election ap
pear before some justice of the peace and take an oath for the faith
ful performance of their duties, and in case they fail to do so, they 
shall each forfeit the sum of five dollars for the use of the dis
trict.

Upon the adoption of this amendment,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Cook, Howel, Jay, Royston, 

Springer, Sprott, and W right— 9.
Nays— M essrs. Bradley, Espy, Fear, Harbour, Shields and 

M r. President—6.
A nd the amendment was adopted.
Said bill was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 146, A n act to authorize the mayor of Fort 

M adison to act as justice of the peace in certain cases,
W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

On motion of M r. Bradley,
Said vote was reconsidered.

On motion of M r. Espy,
R eferred to the delegation from Lee county.
H . R. file, No. 165, A n act to amend the charter of the city 

of Burlington,
W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of John 

Taylor,
W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 128, A n act making appropriations for the 

State Government for the fiscal years of 1849 and 1850,
W as read a second and 3d time, passed, and title agreed tov 
Senate file, No. 48, A n act to reapportion the State, and de

fine the boundaries of Senatorial and Representative districts, 
Was read a second time, and,
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On motion of M r. Springer,
Referred to the committee of the whole Senate, and made the 

special order for 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.
H . R. file, No. 162, A n act for the relief of Joseph Wallace 

and Wm. Sicor,
* Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Springer,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
H . H . file, No. 158, Join t Resolution asking a donation of 

land for the improvement of the Wapsipinicon river,
Was read a first, second and third time, passed, and title 

agreed to.
H . R . file, No. 156, Join t Resolution for a mail route,
Was read a first, second and th ird  time, passed, and title 

agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 161, Joint Resolution for a mail route,
W as read a first, second and th ird  time, passed, and title 

agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 160, A n act to change the location of a certain 

road, therein named,
W as read a first, second and third time, passed, and title 

agreed to.
H . R .file, No. 154, A n act to provide for the instruction of 

deaf, dumb, and blind persons,
Was read a first, second, and third time, passed, and title 

agreed to.
H . R. file, No. 155, A n act granting a right of way to W . F . 

Coolbaugh,
Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Harbour,
Referred to the committee on Incorporations.

On motion of M r. Selman,
M r. Bradley having been called to the chair,
T he vote had on
Senate file, No. 90, A n act to amend an act forming judicial 

districts,
W as reconsidered.

On motion of M r. Selman,-
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The vote hail on
H . R . file, No., 115, A n act to create the office of Attorney 

General, and define his duties,
W as reconsidered.
M r. Selman, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 116, Joint Resolution for the appointment of 

W m. G. Cook,, as agent for the State.
Said resolution was read a first and second time.
M essage from the House of Representatives,.by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief clerk.
M r. P residen t—

I  am directed to inform the Senate tliat the. House of Repre
sentatives has passed.

II. R . file, No. 170, A n act to provide for the compensation 
of members, officers, and printers of the General Assembly, .and 
for other purposes.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 10,o’clock, to-morrow morning.

SA TU R D A Y  M O R N IN G , J anuary 13, 1849i

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
M r. Espy moved to erase from the journal of yesterday^ the 

reconsideration of the vote had on
Senate file, No. — , A n act to amend an act forming judicial 

districts.
Upon this question
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Cook, Espy, Royston, and Sprott— 4.
N ays— M essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Harbour, 

Howel, Shields, Springer, W right, and M r. President— 10.
M r. Espy, from the select committee to whom was referred
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H . R . file, N o. 146, A n  act to em pow er the m ayor of th e  tow n 
o f  F o r t M adison, to  act as ju s tic e  of th e  peace, in  ce rta in  cases,

R eported  the same back w ithou t am endm ent, and recom m end
ed  its passage.

Said bill w as read  a  second and th ird  tim e, passed , and title  
agreed  to.

M r. C raw ford , from  the com m ittee on Incorporations, to w hom  
w as re fe rred

H . R . file, N o. 155, A n  ac t g ran ting  the righ t of w ay to  W m .
F . Coolbaugh,

R eported  th e  same back w ithout am endm ent, and recom m end
ed its passage.

Said b ill w as read  a  second and th ird  tim e.
T h e  questio n  being on the passage of the bill,
T h e  yeas and nays w e re  requested , and being ordered , w ere  

as fo llo w s:
Y eas— M essrs . A lg er, B rad ley , Cassady, Cook, C raw ford ,

E sp y , R oyston, Shields, S p rin g e r, S pro lt and M r. P res id en t— 11.
N ays— M essrs . H arb o u r, H ow el, and W rig h t— 3.
Said bill w as passed, and title  agreed to.
M r . W righ t, from  the  com m ittee on the Ju d ic ia ry , to w hom  

w as re fe rred
H . R . file, N o. 162, A n  ac t for the re lie f  of Jo sep h  W allace 

and W m . S icor,
R eported  th e  same back, and recom m ended its indefinite post- k.

ponem ent,
W hich w as agreed to.
M r. B radley , from  the com m ittee on the Ju d ic ia ry , to whom 

w as re fe rred
H . R . file, N o. 148, A n  act to am end an act regu la ting  w rits  

o f attachm ent,
R eported  the sam e back, w ith  one am endm ent, and asked  the 

concurrence  of the  Senate there in ,
W hich w as agreed  to.
Said bill w as read  a second and th ird  time, and.
T he  question being on th e  passage of said bill,
T he yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere  

as fo llow s:
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Yeas— M essrs, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Howel, 
Royston, Sprott and M r. President—8.

N ays— M essrs. A lger, Cook, Shields, Springer, and W right
— 5.

Said bill was passed and title agreed to.
M r. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 

was referred
H . R . file, No. 66, A n act for the relief of Appanoose county. 
Reported the same back, w ith one am endment: which was 

concurred in.
Said bill was read a second and third time, passed, and title 

agreed to.
M r. Cook from the select committee to whom was referred,
H . R . file, No. 56, and substitute therefor, an act to provide 

for the refunding of the purchase money paid by purchasers of 
lots in Monroe city and vacating said city,

Reported the same back w ith one amendment,
W hich was concurred in.
M r. Espy moved to amend by adding the following “ Proviso” 

That this act shall not be construed to apply to the commissioners 
who appear as purchasers of lots in Monroe city,

W hich was agreed to.
The reading said bill a third time being objected to.
M r. Bradley moved a suspension of the 13th rule.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays w ere requested and be

ing ordered, w ere as follows:
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy, H ow 

el, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott and W right— 11.
N ays— M essrs. Cassady and M r. President— 2.
Said bill was read a third time, passed and title agreed to. 
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

w ell, chief clerk.
M r.P resid en t—

I  am directed to inform the Senate that the Plouse of R epre
sentatives has passed

H . R. file, No. 167, A  bill for an act authorizing the transcrib
ing and indexing of the records of the probate court of Jeffer
son county.
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H . II. lile, N o. 166, A  bill for an act exem pting a hom estead 
from  execution.

• H . R . file, N o. 168, A  bill fur an act requ iring  claim ants to 
authenticate th e ir claims by oath.

In  all of w hich the concurrence of the Senate is requested .
A lso ,
T h a t the H ouse has indelinitely postponed
Senate lile^ N o. 102, Jo in t R esolution exhonerating  Sam uel 

S tephens from  certa in  penalties, and in te rest on m onies.
I  h e rew ith  re tu rn
Senate lile, N o. 43, Jo in t resolution  for the re lie f of Jo h n  

T aylor.
Senate file, N o. 59, A n  act to provide for the paym ent o f ex 

penses in  the a rre s t and detention of A llen  C am m eron, a fug i
tive  from ju s tic e  from the State of Pennsy lvania .

Senate lile, N o. 63, A n  act to establish a S tate road th e re in  
nam ed.

Senate  file, No. 99, A n  act to provide paym ent for p rin ting  
the law s in  new spapers.

Senate file, N o. 101, A n  act to establish a State road from 
D rakesv ille  to A lb ia  in M onroe county.

T he  same having passed the H ouse of R ep resen ta tives, w ith 
out am endm ent. A lso,
. T h e  H ouse has passed

H . R . file, N o. 169, A  bill for an act to au thorize genera l in 
corporations,

In  w hich  the concurrence of the Senate is requested .
I  am also d irected  to inform the Senate that, the H ouse have 

receded from  their disagreem ent to the am endm ent made by the 
Senate to

H . R . file, N o. 11, A  bill for an act to p reserv e  the p u rity  of 
elections.

M r. C raw ford , from the comm ittee to whom wras re fe rred  a 
resolution  re la tive  to the compensation of the officers of the S en 
ate for the p resen t session,

R eported  the same back, w ithout am endm ent and recom m ended 
its adoption.

M r. Cook oil’evered the follow ing am endm ent, ;i s trik e  out 
31
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four dollars" as pay for assistant secretary, and insert “ three1 
dollars.”

Upon this question
T he yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Cook, Royston, Springer, Sprott, and 

W right—6.
Nays— M essrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 

Howel, Shields, and M r. President— 8.
So said question was decided in the affirmative.
The question then being on the adoption of said resolution,
W as decided in the affirmative.
M r. Howel, from the committee on Roads, to whom was refer

red
H . R. file, No. 134,
Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend

ed its passage.
Said bill was read a second and third time, passed and title 

agreed to.
M r. H arbour, w ith leave introduced,
Senate file, No. 115, A n act for a State road from W ashing

ton county to Montezuma.
Said bill was read a lirst, second and third time, passed, and 

title agreed to.
M r. A lger, w ith leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 118, A n act supplemental to the act of Feb

ruary 25, 1847, entitled an act to locate and establish a State 
U niversity.

Said bill was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Schools.
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief clerk.
M r .  P re s id e n t— •

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has concurred in the amendment made by the Senate to

II. It. tile, No. 116, a bill for an act to establish a system of 
common schools.
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I herewith return
Senate file, No. —  A n act, relative to the Penitentiary.
The same having received the signature of the Speaker of the 

H ouse of Representatives.
M r. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills,
Reported that they had presented the following bills to the 

G overnor for his signature :
Senate file, No. 50, A n act to vacate part of the town of P itts

burg, in Van Buren eounty.
Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress for the establish

ment of certain military posts.
Senate file, No. 71 , Joint Resolution relative to the appoint

ment of a librarian.
Senate file, No. 51, Join t Resolution relative to a mail route.
Senate file, No. 77, A n act to authorize Chauncey G. Dibbler 

to keep a ferry across the Des Moines river at Farmington, Van 
B uren county.

A nd,
Senate file, No. 57, A n act relative to the penitentiary.
M r. Shields, w ith leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 117, A n act supplemental to the act of F eb

ruary  25, 1847, entitled an act to provide for the management 
and disposition of the school fund.

Said bill was read a first and second time, and,
On his motion,

Referred to a select cemmittee, and,
M essrs. Harbour, Cassady and Crawford, w ere' appointed 

said committee.
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P . M.
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T W O  O ’C L O C K . P . M .

Senate file, N o. IOC, A n  net to au thorize  the Board of P u b 
lic W orks to issue bonds to enable them to prosecute to comple
tion, so m uch of the im provem ent of the D es M oines river as 
is now under contract,

W as read  a second time.
M r. R oyston offered to amend, by adding, “ T hat the amount 

of said bonds shall not exceed the sum  of $200 ,000 .
D isagreed  to,
M r. S p ringer offered the follow ing am endm ent:
A dd to the th ird  section the w ords, “ in no event shall the 

State of Iow a become responsible for the paym ent or redem p- • 
tion of th is bond, or the in terest thereon.

W hich  w as agreed to.
A nd  said bill w as read a th ird  time.
T he  question  being on the passage of sfficl bill,
T he  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere  

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . Cook, Royston, W rig h t and M r. P residen t

— 4 .

N ays— M essrs . A lger, B radley, Cassady, Craw ford, E spy, 
H ow el, Shields, Springer and Sprott— 9.

A nd  th e  question w as decided in the negalive.
M r. E sp y , from  the committee on W ays and M eans, to whom 

w as re fe rred  certa in  claims,
R eported  th e  same back to the Senate.
T he p res id en t laid before the Senate a communication from 

the S ecre ta ry  of S tate, relative to the disposition of Iow a re 
ports.

O n motion of M r. Cook,
L aid  on the tabic.
M r. B rad ley , from th e  committee on the Jud ic iary , to whom 

w as re fe rred
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H . R. file, No. 31, A n act requiring notice of sales by orders 
of courts of records, to be advertised in some newspaper, 

Reported the same back, w ith two amendments,
W hich w ere concurred in.
Said bill was read a second time.
Objections being made to the third reading of said bill,
M r. Espy moved a suspension of the 13th rule.
D isagreed to.
The question being on reading said bill a third limeon Monday, 
T he yeas and nays w ere requested and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, E spy, 

H arbour, Howcl, Royston, Shields, Sprott and M r. P resident 
— 11.

Nays— M essrs. Cook, Springer and Wright-—3.
A nd the question was decided in the affirmative.
Senate file, No. 116, Join t Resolution for the appointment of 

W m. G. Coop agent for the State,
W as read a second and third time.
The question being on the passage of the bill,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Cassady, Harbour, Royston, Sprott, W right 

and M r. President— 6.
Nays—'M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, E spy, H ow - 

el, Shields and Springer— 8.
And the question was decided in the negative.
M r. Shields, from the committee on Schools, to whom was re 

ferred
Senate file, No. 118, A n act supplemental to the act of F eb

ruary  25, 1847, entitled an act to locate and establish a State 
U niversity,

Reported the same back, with one amendment,
’ Wrhich was concurred in.

Senate file, No. 48, A n act to re-apportien the State, and de
fine the boundaries of Representative and Senatorial districts 
therein,

Being in special order.
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The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, M r. 
Cook in the chair,

And after some time spent therein,
The committee rose, and by their chairman, •
Reported the same hack, w ith sundry amendments.
M r. Howel moved to concur in the first amendment, to -w it:— 

strike out “ two,"’ and insert “ three” in the eighth section. 
D isagreed to.
The question being on concurring in all the other amendments 

made by the committee, was decided in the negative.
M r. Cook, with leave, offered the following resolution : 
Resolved, That the basis of apportioning the State into R epre

sentative and Senatorial districts, shall be the census of 1847.
M r. Royston moved to amend as follows, add “ and such other 

authentic information as may be in possession of the Senate.” 
Upon this question
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Cassady, E spy, Harbour, Royston, W right, 

and M r. President—6.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, H ow el, 

Shields, Springer, and Sprott— 8.
A nd the amendment was lost.
T he question then recurring on the adoption of the resolution, 
The y eas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Y’eas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour, 

Shields, and Springer— 7.
Nays— M essrs. Cassady, E spy, Howel, Royston, Sprott, 

W right, and M r. President— 7.
So said resolution was lost.

On motion of M r. Howel,
Said vote last had, was reconsidered.
The question being on the adoption of the resolution,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— Messrs^ A lger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour, 

Howel, Shields, and Springer— 8.
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N ays— M essrs . C assady, E spy , H arbour, R oyston, Sprott, 
W righ t and M r. P re s id en t— 6.

So said resolution  was adopted.
M r. E sp y  moved to s trik e  out “  fo u r,” and in se rt “  liv e ,” in 

the first section.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays w ere  requested , and,be- 

ing ordered, w ere  as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . C assady, E sp y , S prott, W righ t and M r. P re s 

ident— 5.
N ays— M essrs . A lg e r, B radley , Cook, C raw ford , H arb o u r, 

Iiow el, R oyston, Shields and S p ringer— 9.
A nd the question w as decided in  the negative.
M r. B radley moved to s trik e  out “ th re e ,” in  th e  th ird  section, 

and in sert “  tw o ,” and s trik e  out “  tw o”  in the  fou rteen th  sec
tion, and in se rt “ th re e .”

M r. E sp y , from th e  committtee on enrolled b ills , repo rted  the 
follow ing bills as co rrec tly  enrolled,

Senate file, N o. 66 , A n  act for the re-location of th e  county 
seat of C linton county.

Senate lile, N o. 83, A n  act providing for the election o f an ad
ditional ju s tic e  o f the peace, in  M ontrose tow nship , in L ee  
county .

Senate file, N o. 84, A n  act to legalize certain  officers th e re in  
named.

Senate fde, N o. 54 , A n  act to establish norm al schools.
Senate file, N o. 53, A n  act for the organization o f L u cas coun-

ty\Senate file, N o. 85, A n  act to provide for th e  location of the 
county seat of B enton county.

Senate file, No. 64, A n  act to authorize A u g u stu s  P helps to 
keep a fe rry  at L yons, in  Clinton county.

Senate file, N o. 87, A n  act to amend an act to re -o rgan ize  the 
suprem e court.

Senate lile, No. 118, A n  act to p reserve  the records of Jones 
county.

Senate file, No. 65, R esolution of thanks to C apt. B . S. Rob
erts . 4

Senate lile, No. 82, Jo in t Resolution fo ra  mail rou te .
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Senate tile, No. 55, A n act to authorize Robert Bunker to 
keep a ferry in Clinton county.

Senate tile, No. 73, A n act fixing the terms of the district 
courts.

Senate file, No. 59, A n act to provide for the payment of ex
penses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cammeron, a fugitive 
from justice, from the State of Pennsylvania.

A  call of the Senate was had, when it appeared that M r. 
Shields was absent.

That gentleman having appeared,
T he further call was suspended, and
T he question being on M r. Bradley’s amendment,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Shields, and 

Springer— G.
N ays— M essrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royslon, 

Sprott, W right, and M r. President— 8.
Aijd the amendment was lost.
M r. Cook moved to lay said bill on the table,
D isagreed to.
M r. W right moved to strike out the tenth section of said bill. 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and be

ing ordered, w ere as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Bradley', Cook, Crawford, Shields, Springer, 

Sprott and W right— 7.
N ays— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, 

Royston and M r. President— 7.
Said amendment was lost.

On motion of M r. Alger,
Said vote was reconsidered.
The question being on the adoption of the amendment.
The yeas and nays were requested and being ordered were as 

follows :
Yeas'—M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Shields, 

Springer, Sprott, and W right—8.
Nays— M essrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel* Rovston, 

and M r. President—6.
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Said amendment was agreed to.
M r. W right moved to strike out the last section.
Upon this question
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

S.s follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Shields, 

Springer, W right, and M r. President— 9. %
Nays—’M essrs. Cassady, E spy, H arbour, rlow el, and Roys- 

ton— 5.
Said amendment was agreed to.
Said bill was read a third time, and
The question being on the passage of the bill,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follow s:
Yeas—M essrs. Cassady, E spy, Harbour, Howel, Royston, 

W right, and M r. President— 7.
Nays—M essrs. A lger. Bradley, Cook. Shields, Springer, and 

Sprott— 7.
Said question was decided in the negative.
M r. Springer, offered the following resolution :
Resolved., That the thanks of the Senate are hereby tendered 

to the Hon. John J .  Selman, for the able, impartial and highly 
satisfactory manner in  which he lias discharged the responsible 
duties of President of the Senate, during the present session, 

W hich was unanimously adopted.
M r. Harbour, from the select committe, to whom was referred 
Senate file, No. 117, A n act supplemental to the act of F eb 

ruary 25, 1847, entitled an act for the management and distribu
tion of the school fu n d ,

Reported the same, back w ith one amendment,
W hich was concurred in.
Said bill was read a second time.
M r. Springer proposed a substitute for the 8th section, and 

a proviso to the first, and to amend the fifth section as follows : 
strike out all after the 8th line, and insert, “ on the first day of 
November nex t.”

The question being on the adoption of the amendment, sub 
stitute and proviso, was decided in the affirmative.

32
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M r. Royston moved to strike out “ Robert B row n;'’ and in
sert Benjamin Liice.

M r. E spy moved to amend by inserting the name of Enoch 
Pardeii.

A  division of the question being called for.
T he Senate refitsed to strike out the natne of Robert Brown.
Said bilj. was read a third time.
The question being on the passage of the bill,-
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Crawford* E spy* Harbour, 

ftow el, Royston and Shields— 8.
Nays— M essrs. Cassady, Cook, Springer, Sprott, W right and 

M r. President-—6.
Said bill was passed, and title agreed to.
M r. A arbour moved to adjourn till half past six o’clock,-this 

Evening.
M r. Bradley moved to amend by inserting Monday morning, 

9 o’clock.
Upon this question, the yeas arid riays Were requested, and 

being ordered, w ere as follows :
Yeas—-Messrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, Harbour, Shields, 

Springer* and W right— 7.
N ays— M essrs. Cassady, Espy, Howel, Royston, Sprott and 

M r. President— 6.
And the Senate adjourned.

jfO N D A Y  M O R N IN G , J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1 S 4 9 -  

Seriate lriet; pursuant to adjournment.
Message from the House of Representatives, by M r. Letting 

well, chief clerk.
.M r .  r r e s i d m i —
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1 am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of R epre
sentatives has passed,

H . R. file, No. 176, A  bill for an act to re-apportion the Stats 
into Representative and Senatorial districts.

In  which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
M r, Ora\yford, from the committee on claims, to whom was 

referred,
H . R. file, No. 170, A  bill for an act making appropriations 

for the pay of members, officers and printers of the General 
Assembly, and for other purposes,

Reported the same back, w ith sundry amendments.
Said bill was i*ead a second time, and 

On motion of M r. Springer,
Recommitted.
H . R. file, No. 167, A  bill for an act allowing additional com- 

pensation tp the agent employed to select University lands,
W as read a first, second and th ird  time, passed, and title agreed 

tp.
H . R . file, No. 168, A  bill.fpr an act allowing and regulating 

writs pf attachment,
Was read a first, secqnd and third time, passed, and title 

agreed to.
JJ, R. file, No. 169, A  bill for an act increasing the power,.of 

county commissioners,
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of M r. Espy,
Referred tp. a select committee, and.
M essrs. Espy, Sprott and W right, w ere appointed said Qonv- 

jttee.
M r. Crawford, from the committee on claims, to. whom was re 

ferred,
H . R. file, No. 170, A  b ill for an act, making appropriation 

for the pay of members, officers and printers of the G eneral A s- « 
sembly, and for other purposes,

Reported the same back w ith sundry amendments thereto, 
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,

W hich was agreed to.
M r. Espy nioyedtp amend, by adding to ‘C. Bates, fifty dollars.’
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U pon this question
T he yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere 

as fo llo w s:
Y eas— M essrs . A lg er, B radley, Cassadyg E spy , and H ar

bou r— 5.
N ays— M essrs . Cook, C raw ford , I lo w e l, Royston, Shields, 

S pringer, Spro tt, W rig h t, and M r. P res iden t— 9.
Said motion w as lost.
M essage from th e  H ouse of R epresen tatives, by M r. Leffing- 

w ell, ch ief c lerk .
J\Tr. P re s id e n t—

I  herew ith  re tu rn
Senate fd e ,N o . 114, Jo in t R esolution for a g ra n t of land.
Senate fde, N o. 100, Jo in t R esolution relative to nett proceeds 

of sales of public lands.
Senate file, N o. 91, A n  act to repeal the tow nship  organiza

tion of Scott county.
Senate fde, N o. 49 , A n  act donating college square, to medi

cal departm ent of S tate U n iversity .
Senate fde, N o. 108, Jo in t R esolution for a  mail route.
Senate file, N o. 95, Pream ble and Jo in t R esolution asking a 

donation of land for, a  m ilitary  road.
Senate fde, N o. 103, A n  act to establish a S tate road from 

G randview  to Bloomington.
Senate file, N o. I l l ,  A n  act supplem ental to the act estab

lishing a branch  of S tate U n iversity  at Fairfield .
Senate file, No. 89, A n  act relative to deeds of collectors of 

revenue.
Senate fde, N o. 105, A n  act to establish a State road from 

O skaloosa to M ontezum a.
Senate fde, N o. 107, A n  act to establish a State road from 

w est line of Johnson county, to w est line of D allas county.
• T he  same having passed the H ouse of R epresentatives w ith 

out am endm ent.
I  herew ith  re tu rn
Senate file, N o. 113, A  bill for an act concerning costs and 

fees.
T he same having pasqcd the H ouse of R epresen tatives, w ith
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one amendment, in which the concurrence of the Senate is re 
quested.

Also,
Senate file, No. 67, A  hill for an act making appropriations 

for public buildings at Iowa City.
The same having passed the House of Representatives, w ith 

one amendment, in which the concurrence of the Senate is re 
quested.

The House of Representatives has indefinitely postponed
Senate file, No. 110, A n act authorizing an additional tax in 

Jackson county, for the purpose of building a bridge across the 
M aquoketa river.

M r. W right moved to amend by inserting the fpes of officers 
and witnesses in the case of Nosier vs. Royston.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and 
being ordered, w ere as follows :

Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, H arbour, Shields, 
Springer, Sprott, W right and M r. President'— 10.

N ays— M essrs. Cassadjq Crawford, and H owel— 3.
Said amendment was agreed to.
M r0 W right moved to amend by adding, “ to Jam es Sloan, for 

witness fees, 280 miles travel, and one day’s attendance before 
the committe, at 8 cents per mile, $23 40.

Upon 1 his question, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and 
being ordered, w ere as follows :

Y”cas— M essrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott, W right, and M r. 
President— 5.

Nays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 
Harbour, Howel, and Shields— 8.

A nd the amendment was lost.
The question being on the passage of the bill,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, E spy, 

Harbour, Ilow el, Royston, Shields, Sprott and M r. President
— 31.

N ays— M essrs. Cook, Springer and W right—3.
Said bill was passed, and title agreed to.
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H .'R . file, No. 137, A  bill for an act donating certain lands 
to the medical department of the Iowa University,

W as read a first and second time, and,
O n motion of M r. Springer,

Referred to the committee on Schools.
M r. Cook, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
I I . R . file, No. 31, A  bill for an act requiring all notices of 

sales of courts of record to he published in some newspaper, 
Reported the same back, w ith sundry amendments,
W hich w ere concurred in.
Said hill was read a th ird  time, passed, and title agreed to. 
M r. Espy from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
Senate file, No. 91, A n act to repeal the township organiza

tion of Scott county.
Senate file, No. 68, A n act for the construction of a plank 

road from M ontrose to Keokuk, in Lee county.
.Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and joint resolution for a grant 

of land to construct a military rqad from the M ississippi to the 
M issouri river.

Senate file, No. 79, A p act to authorize J .  H ., C. W . and R. 
G ow er to improve the Cedar river by a dam and lock.

Senate file, No. 56, A n act to lay out and establish a State 
road from Dubuque city to B unker’s landing, in Clayton county,.

Senate file, No. 88, Memorial to the Legislature of Wisconsin, 
for a continuation of the Dubuque and K eokuk rail road. 

Senate f\le, No. 9,6, Jq int Resolution,
Senate*file, No. 63,- A n act to establish a State road therein 

named.
Senate file, No. 29, A n act and ordinance accepting the prop

ositions made by Congress on the admission of Iowa, as a State, 
into the union.

Senate file, No. 47, A n act to amend an act entitled an act 
regulating practice in the district courts of the territory of Iowa.

Senate file, No. 52, A n act to establish a State road therein 
named.

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of J .  Taylor, 
Senate file, No. 62, A n act to amend an act creating a Board of 

Public W orks, approved February  24, 1847.
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Semite file, No. 69, A n act to incorporate the town of Cedar 
rapids, in Linn county.

Senate file, No. 99, A n act to provide for the payment of p rin t
ing laws in new spapers.

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress relative to the es
tablishment of military posts.

Senate file, No. 105, A n act to establish a Sfcat'e road from Os- 
calonsa to M ontazuma.

Senate file, No. 10S, Jo in t Resolution for a mail roiite.
Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to the nett pro

ceeds arising from the sale of lands in Iowa.
Senate filte, No. 107; A n act to establish a State road from the 

w est lihe of Johnson, to the w est line of Dallas* county.
Senate file, No. 72, A n act to authorize R. R . Jenks to erect 

a toll bridge across the W apsipinicon river.
Senate file, No. 74, A n act for the benefit of the county of Du'- 

buque.
Seriate file, No. 114, Jo in t Resolution for an appropriation of 

land to aid in the construction of the buildings of the  branch of 
the State U niveriity at Fairfield.

Senate file, No. 101, A n act to establish a State road from 
DrakeSville, to A lbia in Monroe county.

Senate file, No. 67, A n act making an appropriation for th'e 
publie buildings at Iowa City.

Senate file, No. 92, Jo in t resolution in relation to the p r in t
ing of the acts and resolutions of the General Assembly, and

Senate file, No. 97, A n act in relation to the election of State 
officers,

A s correctly enrolled.
M r. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills.
Reported, that they had presented the following bills to the 

Governor, for his signature.
Senate file, No. 53, A n act for the organization of Lucas county.
Senate file, No. 83, A n act for an additional justice of the 

peace in M ontrose township, in Lee County.
Substitute for
H . R . file, No. 118, An act to preserve the records of Jones- 

county.
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Senate file, No. 66, A n act for the rc-location of the county 
seat of Clayton county.

Senate file, No. 64, A n act to authorize A . Phelps to keep a 
ferry.

Senate file, No. 85, A n act for the re-location of the county 
seat of Benton county.

Senate file, No. 73, A n act fixing the terms of the D istrict 
Court.

Senate file, No. 55, A n act to authorize Robert Bunker to keep 
a ferry  across the M ississippi river, at B unker’s landing, in Clay
ton county.

Senate file, No. — Join t Resolution for a mail route.
Senate file. No. 65, Joint Resolution of thanks to Captain 

Roberts.
Senate file, No. 87, A n act to amend an act to»re-organize the 

Suprem e Court.
M r. E spy, from the select committee, to whom was referred
H . R . file, No. 139, A  bill for an act to establish at Fairfield 

a branch of the State U niversity,
Reported the same back, w ith amendments ; which w ere con

curred  in.
Said bill was read a second and third time, passed, and title 

agreed to.
H . R . file, No. 166, A  bill for an act exempting a homestead 

from execution,
W as read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M r. Howel,
Referred to the committee on the J  udiciary.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M ,
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TW O  O’CLOCK, P. M.

H. R. file, No. 176, An act to re-apportion the State into rep
resentative and senatorial districts,

Was read a first and second time.
M r. A lger moved to strike out Poweshiek, and insert the 

same in the 10th section of the bill.
A greed to.
M r. H arbour moved to strike out “ th ree,” and insert “ two” 

in the fourth section, and strike out “ tw o,” and insert “ three ,” 
in the tenth section; disagreed to.

M r. Springer moved to give Pottawattamie county a represen
tative.

A  call of the Senate being had, M r. Selman was found to be 
absent.

M r. Selman appearing, the further call was suspended.
Upon this question,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas—-Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Springer, Sprott and W right— 5.

N ays—-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 
Howel, Royston, Shields and M r. President— 9.

M r. Springer moved to insert “ Pottawattamie,” after the 
word “ L ucas.”

Upon this question,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas—-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Springer, Sprotl, 

W right and M r. President— 7.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, 

Royston and Shields,— 7.
So said question was lost.
M r. Royston mdved to strike out “ one representative” from 

the Dubuque district, and give the same to Pottawattamie countv.
33
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Upon this question, the yaes and nays w ere requested and 
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas— M essrs. Cassady, Howel, Royston, W right and M r. 
President— 5.

N ays— M essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy, 
Harbour, Shields, Springer and Sprott— 9.

M r. Royston moved to attach Pottawattamie county to the 
Davis and Appanoose district.

M r. Crawford having been called to the chair,
M r. Selman moved to take one representative from H enry 

county.
Disagreed to.
M r. Selman moved to amend the seventh section by adding 

“ Davis and Appanpose, and the country lying west, and give 
that district five representatives.”

Upon this question, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and 
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas— M essrs. Bradley, Cook, Royston, Shields and Sprott 
— 5.

N ays—M essrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 
Howel, Springer, W right and M r. President— 9.

A nd 'the question was decided in the negative.
M r. Springer moved to strike out “ two,” and insert “ three,” 

in the district composed of Louisa and Washington counties.
Disagreed to.
M r. Selman moved to indefinitely postpone said bill.
Upon this question the jjeas and nays w ere requested, and 

being ordered, were as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Cassady, E spy, Howel, Royston, Shields and 

M r. President—6.
Nays— M essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour, 

Springer, Sprott and W right— 8.
A nd said question was decided in the negative .

■ M r. Springerm oved to insert “ C lark” in the 4th section, after 
the word “ Lucas.”

Disagreed to.
M r. Selman moved a reconsideration of the vote taken on at

taching Pottawattamie county.
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Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and 
being ordered, w ere as follows :

Yeas— M essrs, A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 
Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and M r President— 10:

Nays— M essrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott and W right— 4.
Said vote was reconsidered.
M r. H arbour moved to strike out three, and insert two, in  the 

fourth section.
M r. H arbour moved to substitute in the 10th section, “ one 

senator and two representatives jointly.”
M r. Royston moved that the extra Representative be given to 

the district composed of Cedar, Linn, and Benton counties.
M r. Shields moved to amend by adding to the 15th section 

“ one member.”
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief clerk.
M r . P resid en t— ■

I  am directed to inform the Senate that the House of R epre
sentatives has passed,

H . R. file, No. 175, A  bill for an act to provide for the ac
cepting of lands that may be donated by Congress, and to pro
vide for the selection of the same.

In  which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
I herew ith return,
Senate file, No. I l l ,  A  bill for an act supplemental to the act 

establishing a branch of the U niversity at Fairfield.
The House of Representatives has also passed, without 

amendment,
Senate file, No. 56, A  bill for an act to provide for the re

funding of the purchase money paid by purchasers of lots in 
Monroe city, and vacating said city.

Also,
H . R. file, No. 176, A  bill for an act to repeal a portion of an 

act therein named,
In  which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
The House has indefinitely postponed.
Senate file, No. 115, A  bill for an act to locate a State road 

from Washington to Montezuma.
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Senate file, No. 63, A n act to establish a State road therein 
named.

Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to the nett pro
ceeds of the sale of public lands in Iowa.

Senate file, No. 65, Resolution of thanks to Capt. B. S. Rob
erts.

Senate file, No. 52, An act to establish a State road therein 
named.

Senate file, No. 91, An act to repeal the township organiza
tion of Scott county.

Senate file, No. 47, An act to amend an act entitled an act 
regulating practice in the district courts in the Territory of 
Iowa.

Senate file, No. 88, Memorial to the legislature of Wisconsin, 
for the continuation of the Dubuque and Keokuk railroad.

Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and joint resolution for a dona
tion of land to construct a military road from the Mississippi to 
the M issouri river.

The same having received the signature of the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives.

Senate file, No. 114, Joint Resolution for an appropriation of 
land to aid in the construction of the buildings of the branch of 
the State University at Fairfield.

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of John 
Taylor.

Senate file* No. 99, An act to provide for the payment of laws 
published in newspapers.

Senate file, No. 72, An act to authorize R. R. Jenks to erect 
a toll bridge across the Wapsipinicon river.

Senate file, No. 46, Memorial to Congress relative to the es
tablishment of military posts.

Senate file, No. 74, An act for the benefit of the county of Du
buque.

Senate file, No. 69, An act to incorporate the town of Cedar 
rapids, in Linn county.

Senate file, No. 101, A n act to establish a State road from 
Drakesville to Albia in Monroe county.

Senate file, No. 29, An act and ordinance accepting the pro-
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positions made by Congress, on the admission of Iowa as a State, 
into the Union.

Senate file, No. 96, Joint Resolution.
I herewith return,
Senate file, No. 79, A n aet to authorize J .  H ., C. W. and R. 

Gower, to improve Cedar river, by the erection of a lock and
dam.

Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution for a mail route.
Senate file, No. 62, A n act to amend an act creating a Board 

of Public W orks, approved February  24, 1847.
Senate file, No. 50, A n act to lay out and establish a State 

road from Dubuque city, to B unkers’ landing in Clayton county.
Senate file, No. 92, Joint Resolution in relation to the prin t

ing of the acts and resolutions of the General Assembly.
Senate file, No. 67, A n act making appropriations for the pub

lic buildings at Iowa City.
Senate file, No. 107, A n act to establish a State road from the 

w est line of Johnson, to the w est line of Dallas county.
Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road from Os- 

caloosa to Montezuma.
I  herewith return,
Senate file, No. 70, A  bill for an act to provide for the making 

of a railroad from D u Buque to Keokuk.
The same having passed the House of Representatives, w ith 

the following amendments : »
Strike out the first section, together w ith the enacting clause, 

and,
Strike out all after the end of the second section.
In  which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
M r. Harbour moved to strike out “ one” from the Dubuque 

district, and add to Wappelo and Monroe.
Agreed to.
M r. Harbour moved to reconsider.
Agreed to.
The question being on striking out and inserting.
Was disagreed to.
M r. Royston moved to reconsider the vote attaching Powe

shiek to the M ahaska district.



262 JO U R N A L  O F

Upon this (question, the yeas anti nays w ere requested,, anil’ 
being ordered, w ere as follows :

Yeas— M essrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Ilow el, W right and 
M r. President— 7.

Nays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Shields., 
Springer and Sprott— 7.

And the question was decided in the negative.
M r. Bradley moved to reconsider the vote attaching Pottawat- 

amie to Clark.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays w e re  requested, and 

being ordered, W'ere as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 

Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and M r. President.— 10
Nays— M essrs. Cook, Springer, Sprctt and W right— 4.
Said question was decided in the affirmative.
M r. Springer moved to add C lark to Davis and Appanoose.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and 

being ordered, w ere as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott and W right— 4.
Nays M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 

Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields and Mr.. President— 10.
M r. Plarbour moved to strike out one Representative from 

the Dubuque district.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and 

being ordered, w ere as follows :
Yeas—M essrs. Cassady, Harbour, Howel, Royston, Springer, 

Sprott, W right and M r. President—8.
Nays—-Messrs. A lger. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy and 

■Shields—6.
■Said question was decided in the affirmative.
M r. Harbour moved to strike out the words “ one representa

tive jointly ,” from the 11th section.
A  call of the Senate being had, M r. Bradley was found to be 

absent.
M r. Bradley appearing, the further call was suspended.
M r. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, with leave, > 

reported that they had presented to the Governor for his signa
ture,
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Senate file, No. 69, A n act to incorporate the town of Cedar 
Rapids, in L inn county.

Senate file, No. 96, Jo in t Resolution.
Senate file, No. 91, A n act to repeal the township organiza

tion of Scott county.
Senate file, No. 29, A n act and ordinance accepting the pro

positions made by Congress, on the admission of Iowa, as a State, 
into the Union.

Senate file, No. 47, A n act to amend an act entitled an act 
regulating practice in the district courts in the T errito ry  of 
Iowa.

Senate file, No. 52, A n act to vacate a part of the town of 
Pittsburg, in Van B uren county.

Senate tile, No. 88, Memorial to the legislature of W isconsin 
for a continuation of the Dubuque and K eokuk railroad.

Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to the nett 
proceeds arising from the sale of lands in Icwa.

Senate file, No. 72, A n act to authorize 11. R. Jenks to erect 
a toll bridge across the W apsipinicon river.

Senate file, No. 56, A n act to lay out and establish a State 
road from Dubuque to B unker’s landing, in'Clayton county.

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress relative to the es
tablishment of military posts.

Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and joint resolution for a gran t 
of land to construct a military road from the M ississippi to the 
M issouri river.

Senate file, No. 105, A n act to establish a State road from Os- 
caloosa to Montezuma.

Senate file, No. 104, Joint Resolution for an appropriation of 
land to aid in the construction of the buildings of the branch of 
the State University at Fairfield.

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of J .  Taylor.
Senate file, No. 101, A n act to establish a State road from 

Drakesville to Albia, in Monroe county.
Senate file, No. 99, A n act to provide for the payment of 

printing the laws in newspapers.
Senate file, No. 92, Joint Resolution relative to printing the 

acts and resolutions of (he General Assembly.
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Senate file, No. 63, A n act to establish a State road therein 
named.

Senate file, No. 107, A n act to establish a State road from the 
w est line of Johnson, to the west line of Dallas county.

Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution for a mail route. ,
Senate file, No. 79, A n act to authorize J .  H ., C. W . and R. 

Gower, to improve Cedar river by a dam and lock.
Senate file, No. 67, A n act making an appropriation for the 

public buildings, at.Iowa City.
Senate file, No. 105, A n act to establish a State road from Os- 

caloosa, to Montazuma.
Senate file, No. 59, A n act to provide for the payment of ex

penses in the arrest and detention of A llen Cammeron, afugitive 
from justice from the State of Pennsylvania.

Senate file, No. 68, A n act for the construction of a plank road 
from Montrose to K eokuk in Lee county.

Senate file, No. 74, A n act for the benefit of the county of D u
buque.

Senate file, No. 89, A n act in relation to deeds of collectors of 
revenue.

Senate file, No. 105, A n act to establish a State road, from O s- 
caloosa, to Montazuma.

Senate file, No. I l l ,  A n act supplemental to an act to estab
lish a branch of the State U niversity  at Fairfield.

Upon the question pending,
T he yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Cassady, H arbour, Howel, Royslon, Springer, 

Sprott, W right and M r. President— 8.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy and 

Shields— 6.
So said amendment was agreed to.

On motion of M r. Bradley,
The 14th section of the bill was so amended as to give Jack

son and Jones two representatives jointly.
On motion of M r. Shields,

The following was substituted for the 15th section:
That the counties of Dubuque, Clayton, Delaware, Buchanan,



Black Ilsnvk, W innesh iek  and A llam akee, shall have tw o Sena
tors.

T hat the counties of D ubuque, D elaw are, B uchanan, and 
Black H aw k , shall have th ree  R epresen ta tives jo in tly ; and 

That the counties C layton, Fayette',- W innesh iek , and A lam a- 
kee, shall have one R epresen ta tive  jo in tly .

Said bill w as read a th ird  tim e, passed, and title  agreed  to* 
M r. Shields, l'rom the committee on schools, to  w hom w as re 

ferred
H . R . file, N o. 130, A n  act to donate certain  lands to th e  m ed

ical departm ent of the Iow a U n ivers ity ,
R eported  the same back, and recom m ended its indefinite post

ponem ent.
U pon th is question,
T he yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered , w ere  

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . Cassady, C raw ford, E spy , How  el, Shields, 

S pringer, and M r. P residen t— 7.
N ays—-M essrs. A lg er, B radley, Cook, E oyston, and W righ t, 

— 5.
Said rep o rt w as concurred  in , and said bill indefinitely  post

poned.
H . R . file, N o. 47, A  bill for an act to amend an act entitled  

an act for the organization of Pottaw atom ie and o ther counties, 
W as taken  from  the table,
M r. Cook moved its indefinite postponem ent,
U pon this question,
T he  yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered , w e re  

as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . B radley, Cook, C raw ford , Springer, S pro tt, 

and W righ t— 6.
N ays— M essrs . A lger, Cassady, E spy , H arbour, H ow el, 

Iloyston, Shields, and M r. P residen t— S.
Said m otion w as disagreed to.
Said bill w as laid on the table, subject to the order of th e  S en

ate.
M r. R oyston offered the follow ing resolution:
Resolved By the Senate, (the  H ouse concurring .) T h a t the 

34
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resolution fixing this as a day of adjournment, be and the -same 
is hereby rescinded.

Upon the adoption of this resolution,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Cassady, E spy, H arbour, Howel, Roystonand 

M r. President— 6.
Nays— M essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Shields5 

Springer, Sprott and W right— S.
So said resolution was not adopted.
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief clerk.
Jvlr. P re s id e n t—

I  am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed

H . R . file, No. 177, A n act supplemental to the act making 
appropriation for the pay of members, officers and printers of the 
General Assembly, and for other purposes.

In  which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.
II . R . file, No. 171,
W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 113, A n act to amend an act regulating costs 

and fees,
W as read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 70, A n act to provide for the making of a 

railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk,
W as read, as amended by the House, and,

On motion of M r. Shields,
Laid on the table.
H . R. file, No. 176, A  bill for an act to repeal certain acts 

therein  named,
W as read a first and second time, and"*
M r. Springer moved its indefinite postponement.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and 

being ordered, were as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Royston, 

Shields, Springer and W right— 8.
Nays— M essrs. Cassady, Espy and Howel— 3.
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Said bill was indefinitely postponed.
On motion of M r. Espy,

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, for 
the consideration of

H . R . file, No. 166, A  bill for an act to exempt a homestead 
from execution,

M r. Bradley in the chair,
And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 

by their chairman, reported the same back, w ithout amendment, 
and recommended its passage.

It being moved to concur in the report of the Judiciary com
mittee, recommending the striking out of the proviso in  said 
bill,

The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 
as follows:

Yeas— M essrs. Bradley, Crawford, Howel, Shields, and 
W right— 5.

Nays— M essrs. Cassady, Cook, Espy, H arbour, Royston, 
Springer, and Sprott— 8.

The question was decided in the negative.
M r. Shields moved to lay said bill on the table.
Upon this- question, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and 

being ordered, w ere as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Bradley, _Crawford, Howel, Shields, and 

W right— 5.
Nays— M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Harbour, Roj'- 

ston, and Springer— 7 ’
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till half past 6 o’clock, P . M .
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M r. C raw ford moved a call of the Senate.
W hen  it appeared that M r. Shields w as absent.
T hat gentlem an appearing, the fu r th e r call w as suspeuded.
M essage from the H ouse of R ep resen ta tives ,by  M r. Lefiing- 

w ell, ch ief c le rk .
M r . P residen t— ■

I  herew ith  p resen t for your signature,
H . R . file, N o. 113, A n  act to authorize an additional tax for 

State pu rposes.
H . R . file, N o. 117.
T he same having passed both branches of the G eneral A s

sem bly, and received the signature  of the S peaker of the H ouse 
of R epresen tatives.

H . R . file, No. 108 .A n act to exem pt a homestead from forced
sale,

W as read w ith  amendments,
W hich w ere  concurred in.
T he question then  being on the passage of the bill,
T he yeas and nays w ere  requested , and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Y eas—-M essrs. A lger, Cassady, Cook, E spy , H arbour, Roys- 

ton, Springer, Sprott, and M r. P residen t— 9.
N ays— M essrs . B radley, C raw ford, H ow el, Shields, and 

W righ t— 5.
M r. C raw ford  moved to amend the title  by substituting a bill 

for an act to p reven t the paym ent of debts.
U pon this question the yeas and nays w ere  requested, and be

ing ordered, w ere  as follows :
Y eas— M essrs . Bradley, Craw ford, Shields, and W right— 4.
N ays— M essrs . A lger, Cassady, Cook, E spy , H arbour, H ow - 

el, Royston, S pringer, Sprott, and M r. P residen t— 10.
Said bill w as passed, and title agreed to.
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M r. Alger, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 120, A bill for an act, supplemental to an act, 

approved February 25, 1847, entitled “ an act to establish a 
State U niversity.”

Said bill was read a first, second and third time, passed, and 
title agreed to.

H . R. file, No. 177, A  bill for an act supplemental to an act, 
making appropriations for pay of members, officers and printers 
of the General Assembly,

Was read a first and second time.
M r. W right moved to strike out the name of G. S. Hampton.
Upon this question,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere 

as follows :
Yeas—.Messrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott, and W right— 4.
Nays—-Messrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, E spy, 

Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and M r. President— 9.
M r. Royston moved to strike out fifty.
Upon this question,
The yeas and nays w ere requested, and being ordered, w ere  

as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Bradley, Cook, Royston, Shields, Springer, 

Sprott and Wright.—-7.
Nays—-Messrs. A lger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 

Howel, and M r. President— 7.
So the question was decided in the negative.
Message from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief clerk.
M r. Presiden t— ■

I herewith present for your signature,
H . R. file, No. 136, Join t Resolution asking a change of mail 

conveyance and extension of mail route.
H . R. file, No. 155, A n act granting a right of way to Wm. 

F . Coolbaugh.
H. R. file, No. 99, A n act for the relief of Appanoose county.
II. R. file, No. 146, A n act to empower the mayor of the 

town of Fort Madison, to act as a justice of the peace in certain 
cases.
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II. R . file, No. 1(11, Joint Resolution for a mail route.
H . R . file, No. 138, A n act to organize the county of Alla

makee.
H . R. file, No. 139, A n act to establish at Fairfield, a branch 

of the State University.
H. R. file, No. 160, A n act to change the location of certain 

roads therein named.
H . R. file, No. 156, Joint Resolution for a mail route..
H . R . file, No. 143, A n act for a State road therein named.
H . R. file, No. 158, Joint Resolution, asking a donation of 

land for the improvement of the W apsipinicon river.
H . R. file, No. 11, A n act to preserve the purity of elections.
H . R. file, No. 154, A n act to provide for the instruction of 

the deaf, dumb and blind.
II. R . file, No. 152, A n act to locate a State road from Fair

field to Keokuk in Lee county.
A ll of which have passed both branches of the General As-- 

sembly, and have been reported as correctly enrolled.
I  herewith return
Senate file, No. 104, A  bill for an act to establish a branch of 

the State U niversity at Dubuque.
T he same having passed the House without amendment.
M r. Cook moved to amend by inserting to H . D. Downey one 

hundred dollars.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays w ere requested, and 

being ordered, were as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Crawford, 

Harbour, Ilow el and Royston— 8.
Nays— M essrs. Espy, Shields, Springer, Sprott, W right and 

M r. President— 6.
M r. Howel moved to reconsider.
Upon this question the yeas and nays w ere requested, and 

being ordered, w ere as follows :
Yeas— M essrs. Crawford, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston, 

Shields, W right and M r. President— 8.
N ays— M essrs. A lger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Springer and 

Sprott— 6.
M r. Crawford moved to insert, to H . D. Downey 25 dollars.
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M r. 'Cook moved to amend by inserting seventy-five dollars. 
The question being on the amendment to the amendment,
Was agreed to.
Message from the House of Representatives, by M r. Leffing- 

well, chief clerk :
M r. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House has ap
pointed M r. Reed to act in conjunction with a similar committee 
on the part of the Senate, to wait upon His Excellency, and 
inquire if he has any further communications to make to the 
General Assembly.

M r. Harbour was thereupon appointed said committee, on the 
part of the Senate.

Said bill wms read a th ird  time.
The question being on the passage of the bill,
I t was decided in the negative.
M r. Bradley offered the following resolution :
Resolved, That C. C. Rockwell, the Secretary of the Senate, 

is entitled to, and is hereby tendered the thanks of the Senate, 
for the diligence and attention w ith which he has discharged 
the arduous duties incumbent upon him,

W hich was unanimously adopted.
M r. W right reported from the select committee appointed to 

inquire into the right of the Hon. Barney Royston to a seat in 
this body, from the district composed of the counties of W ap
ello and Monroe.

On motion of M r. E spy,
Said report was laid on the tab’c.
M essage from the House of Representatives, by M r. Lefiing- 

well, chief clerk :
M r. President—

I herewith retu rn  *
Senate file, No. 89, A n act in relation to deeds of collectors 

of revenue. Also,
Senate file, No. 106, A n act to lay out and establish a State 

road from Grandview to Bloomington, in M uscatine county.
The same having received the signature of the Speaker o i. 

the House of Representatives.
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I  he rew ith  p resen t for your signatu re ,
H . R . tile, N o. 116, Jo in t R esolution for a mail route frotn 

B ellevue to Independence.
II . R . file, N o. 108, A n  act au thorizing W . F . B reckenridge 

to m ake a canal, and tak e  w ater from the W apsipinicon river, 
and to create a w ate r pow er.

I I .  R . file, N o. 128, A n  act making an appropriation  for the sup
p o rt o f the State governm ent for the fiscal years 1849 and 
1850.

I I .  R . file, N o. 100, A n  act to amend an act providing for 
the collection of revenue  for State and county purposes.

H . R . file, N o. 10, A n  act to amend an act entitled an act to 
lay out and establish  certa in  roads there in  named.

T he  H ouse of R ep resen tatives has passed, w ithout am end
m ent,

Senate file, N o. 117, A n  act supplem ental to the act of Feb. 
21, 1847, entitled an act to provide for the managem ent and d is
position of the school fund.

M r. H arbou r from  th e  jo in t committee appointed to w ait on 
H is E xcellency ,

R epo rted , tha t they  had perform ed that duty , and received the 
follow ing rep ly  :

T h a t he had no fu r th e r communications to m ake to the G ener
al A ssem bly .

M r. Shields m oved to take from the table,
Senate file, N o. 70, A  bill for an act to provide for the making 

of a railroad from  D ubuque to K eokuk,
W hich  w as agreed to.
M r . Cook moved to res to re  the enacting clause.
A greed  to.

O n motion of M r. B radley,
T he  vote had on
H . R . file, N o. ■—• A  bill for an act supplem ental to an act, 

m aking appropriations, & c., for m em bers, officers and prin ters 
of the G eneral A ssem bly , and for other purposes,

W as reconsidered , and
Said bill w as so amended, as to allow G eorge S. H am pton, 

one hundred “ dollars,”  and H . D . D ow ney, “  fifty .”
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On motion,
Messrs. Bradley and Springer were appointed a committee 

to inform the House of Representatives that the Senate is now- 
ready to adjourn sine die.

Those gentlemen having reported that duty as performed,
A  committee was announced from the House of Representa

tives, composed of Messrs. Goodrell and Read, who informed 
the Senate that the House of Representatives was ready to ad
journ sine die.

Message from the House of Representatives, by M r. Lpfllng- 
well, chief clerk.
M r President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House has concur
red in the amendment made by the Senate to the amendment of 
the House, to

Senate file, No. 70, A  bill for an act to provide for the making 
of a railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk.

The same having received the signature of the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, and the President of the Senate.

M r.  Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills,
Reported it as presented to the Governor, for his signature.
M r.  Bradley moved that the Senate adjourn sine die.

Whereupon the President delivered the following address:

Gentlemen o f  ike Senate:— The period has arrived which, for 
the General Assembly, terminates our labors as the servants of 
the people, and we are very seen to part, it may be to meet no 
more ; and before I perform the last official duty- of my station, 
allow me to return to you, Gentlemen, my sincere thanks for the 
very- kind expression of approbation of my conduct, which your 
resolution of yesterday conveys, and to say, that if. in the per
formance of a high public trust, you, with whom it has been my 
fortune and my- pleasure to act, have seen any thing in my course, 
as the presiding ofiicer of this Senate, to commend, to assure you 
that your approbation of my conduct, (the highest reward that a 
faithful public servant can ever receive,) affords to me a satisfac
tion equalled only by that I enjoy arising from a consciousness 
of having at all times falthfullv. to the best of mv ooor abilities, 

35
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performed every public duty that has ever devolved upon me du
ring  the session.

M ay health and happiness attend you through life, and may 
you all return  in safety to the circle of your friends, and to the 
bosom of your families.

The question was then put,
Shall the Senate adjourn sine die.
And was decided in the affirmative,
And the Senate adjourned without day- *
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AUDITOR’S REPORT.

S T A T E  O F IO W A , A U D IT O R ’S O F F IC E . ) 
I o w a  C i t y , D e c e m b e r  4, 184S. y

Gentlemen o f  the Senate and
House o f  Representatives:

As required by law, I  have the honor to submit the following 
statement of the condition of the finances of the State, and the 
receipts and disbursements, coming under the control of this 
office, for the fiscal year ending on the 30th day of November, 
1848.

To exhibit the account of the finances, in a form to be easily 
understood, it is presented under the following heads :

I. A  statement of the receipts into the T reasury  from the 
several counties.

II. A  statement showing the amount of w arrants draw n on 
the T reasury , since the 30th day of November, 1847.

III. A  statement showing the amounts due from the several 
counties, on the years previous to 1847.

IV . A  Statement, showing the amount due from th e  several
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county  trea su re rs , on the assessm ents of 1847, including the 
tax  received  from pedlars.

V . A n  estim ate of appropriations, necessary for the ensuing 
tw o years , including the am ount to be raised  already appropri
ated.

V I. A n  abstract of the num ber of polls, t!»e num ber of 
acres of land, the value w ith  the im provem ents, w ith the enu
m eration and value of all other p roperty  in the State, as appears 
upon the assessm ent rolls of the several counties, showing the 
total valuation, and the amount levied for State purposes for the 
y ear 1848.

V II. A  table show ing the com parative increase or decrease 
in  the valuation of property  in  the several counties, the increase 
o f the State tax of 1848, over that of 1847, w ith  the increase 
per cen t., and the num ber of pells of those years compared.

V III . A  statem ent of the amount paid into the county treas
u ries , as a S tate tax fc-r ped la rs’ licenses in  1848.

IX . A  statem ent of the appropriations made at the first and 
second sessions of the G eneral A ssem bly ; show ing the amounts 
d raw n , and the balances undraw n , w ith  the account against M . 
R eno, E sq ., State T reasu re r.

I t  w ill be seen that the aggregate amount of property taxed 
w ith in  the S tate, amounts to $14 ,449 ,820  ; w hich, at 2 1-2 mills 
on th e  dollar, yields a revenue of $ 5 6 ,1 2 9  05 for State purpo
ses . T h is is an increase upon the revenue of 1847 of $11,396  
16 cen ts, bu t under our very  im perfect system  of collection, a 
large proportion cannot be realised .

O f  the $24 ,732  89 levied in  the- year 1S47, the sum  of 
$ 9 ,3 0 2  06 is not yet collected, and there  is due cn ihe assess
m ents o f te rrito ria l tax, of the years p rio r to 1847, the sum  of 
$ 3 ,2 0 2  4 5 ;  w hat amount of these sum s w ill be collected the 
coming y ear I am unable to estim ate.

T h e  am ount of w arran ts draw n, and outstanding at this time, 
is $ 2 2 ,651 -62 , w hich shows the presen t liabilities of the State.

S everal small accounts have been p resen ted  for allowance, 
for debts contracted about the penitentiary . T here  being no 
appropriation  for sucn an object, I  have deferred  acting upon 
them , un til some provision is. made by law  for that purpose.
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The abstracts af land sold at the land offices in  1847, and fu r
nished for assessment to the several counties, have been the 
means of adding a large amount to the revenue the present 
year. In the Dubuque district I  was only able, to procure the 
list for Clayton county, though every exertion was used to ob
tain the lists for all the counties in that district.

The revenue in 1849 will probably amount to $50,000. I f  
that should be the case the condition of our finances two years 
hence will be as follows :
P resent liabilities, $22,651 62
Estim ate of appropriations for two years, 53,700 00 
Revenue due on years previous to 1848, $12,504 00

of 1848, . . .  - 36,129 00
of 1849, - - 50,000 00

$76,351 62 $98,633 00 
76,351 62

Leaving for delinquencies and expenses of collection $22,281 38 
From  the foregoing it will be seen, that if  the appropriations 

of the present session do not exceed my estimates for the ensu
in g  two years, the State at that time w ill be released from all 
debts except the loan payable in 1857.

The counties of Jackson and W apello have failed to furnish 
an abstract of the assessments in those counties in time to be in
cluded in this report. Those counties will probably add 
$2,000 to the revenue of the present year.

Respectfully submitted,
JO S E P H  T . F A L E S ,

A uditor of State.
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S T A T E M E N T  I.

A  statement of the receipts from each county for the fiscal 
year ending the 30th of November, 1848 :
From  the county of Appanoose, . . .  - $21 42

c c c c Benton, - - 00 00
cc ( C Buchanan, - - - - 20 18
c ; ( C Cedar, - - - 515 26
c c cc Clayton, - - - -  387 79
c c « Clinton, - - - 347 20
c c . cc. Dallas, - 13 00
c c cc Davis, - - 305 90
c c cc Delaware,- - - - 180 47
c c c c Des Moines, - - 1,160 86
c c cc Dubuque, - - - - 1,442 95
c c H enry, - - - 900 00
c c c c Iowa, - - - -  14 50
c c c c Jackson, - - - 477 50
c c c c Jasper, - * - -  26 40
cc c c Jefferson, - - 1,000 00
c c c c Johnson, - - -  687 80
c c c c Jones, - - - 197 18
cc c c Keokuk, * . - - - -  2 0 7 '3Q
c c c c Lee, - - - - 2,507 40

cc Linn, - - - -  899 33
cc Louisa, - - - 650 00

c c c c Mahaska, - - - -  200 00
c c cc Marion, - - - 67 90
cc cc Monroe, - - - - -  00 00
cc c c M uscatine, - - - - 1,459 62
c i cc Polk, - - - 40 00
c c cc Scott, - - - - 300 00
c c cc Van Buren, - - - - 1,396 50
c c cc Wapello, - - - 314 32
c c cc Washington, - - - - 676 35

From Pedlars for license, - - 65 00

$16,482 13
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S T A T E M E N T  IE

An exhibit of the warrants draw n on the T reasury  since the 
30th November, 1847.
F or per diem and mileage of members and officers of

the General Assembly, $4 ,412 00
“ Silas Foster, for printing, 612 61
“ Howell and Cowles, for printing, 612 51
“ C. R. F isk , for printing 11 55
“  R . W . Albright, for printing, 10 00
“  A . H . Palmer, for printing, 2,277 42
“ A . P . Wood, for printing, 6 00
“  J .  D. Spalding, for printing, 25 00
“ J .  W . and R. B. Ogden, for printing, 35 00
“ A . R . Sparks, for printing, * 7 00
“ Shepherd and Ober, for printing, 25 00
“ George Greene, for printing, 17 00
“ James T izzard & Co., for printing, 5  00
“ E . Cutler, J r .  for indexingand distributing the

laws, 200 00
“ J .  Scott Richman, for indexing ad distributing

Journals of the House, 250 00
“  John B. Russell, for indexing and distributing

Journal of the Senate, 250 00
“ S. Johnson, for wood, &c., 103 50
“  S. C. Trowbridge, for postage, 440 84
“  J .  F . Abrahams, for stationery, 320 37
“ Little and M cGuire, for carpeting, candles, Sic., 147 90
“ Sundry appropriations per act, 412 60

Total expenses of the last session, $10,181 00
“  E . M orris, for reports of the supreme court, 750 00
“ Charles Mason, for fees in the boundary case

between Iowa and M issouri, 800' 00
“ John Brophy, agent to select Salt Springs, 645 00
“ Dubuque county, for cost in criminal cases, 855 91
“ S. Riggs, sheriff of Davis county, per act, 60 00
“ M urray and Sanxay, 1,727 84
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C. A  Robbins, for seals, 20 Off
R eg isters of L and  offices for abstracts of land

sold in  1847, $114  00
G overnor’s salary, 1,000 00
Secre ta ry ’s “ 500 00
A u d ito r’s “ 600 00
T re a su re r’s “ 400 00
Suprem e C ourt expenses, 276 £0
Pen iten tiary  expenses, 37  24
Joseph  W illiam s, Salary as C hief Ju s tice  S. C ., 319 50
S. C. H astings. “  “  lv 680 50
Jo h n  F . K inney, “  A ssociate “ “ 750 00
T hos. S. W ilson, “  “  “ “ 41 66
G eorge G reene, “  “  “  “ 952 76
Jam es P i C arleton, “  as Ju d g e  D istric t C ourt, 1,000 00
G eo. H . W illiam s, “  “  “ 1,000 00
Jam es G ran t, “  “  “ 1,000 00
C yrus O lney, “  “ “ 1,000 00
L . B . Patterson , “  as L ibrariafi, 150 00
L ib ra rian ’s contingent fund, 33 42
Pub lic  Buildings at Iow a City, 3,200 00
Jam es H arlan , as Sup. o fP u b . Instruction , 1,200 00
A nse l B rigs for election re tu rn s , Dallas county, 70 00
In te re s t on loan up  to Ju ly  1, 1848, 2,552 37
S h ’ffs, for elect, re tu rn s of P res id en t and V . P . 535 24

Total, $32,513  74

S T A T E M E N T  II I .

A m ounts due from the several counties (excep ting  the delin
quent lists c red ited ) for the years previous to 1847 :
F rom  the county of A ppanoose, $ 6  40

“ “ “  C edar, 245 84
“ “ l: Clayton, 193 79
“ “  “  Clinton, 48 83
!! “ D elaw are, 22 95
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From the couuty of D cs M oines. <803 30
“ “ Iow a, ' 8 50

“ “ Jackson . 155 06
“ “ “  Jefferson, 74 80
“ “  Johnson. 85 03
“ “ "  K eokuk, ' 9 45
“ "  "  L inn , 101 54
“ ’£ L ouisa , S I 85
“ “ “  M uscatine, 444 48

“ Polk , • 2 65
“ Scottt, 111 68

*• “ V an B uren , 658  99
“ W apello, 32 92

“ “ “ W ashington, 114 15

Total. $ 3 ,2 0 2  45

S T A T E M E N T  IV .

A m ount due from  the several county treasu re rs  on the a ssess
m ent of 1847, including th e  tax  received  from pedlars. 
T rea su re r of A ppanoose county,

“  B enton, “
“ B uchanan, l:

C edar, ' ■

“ Clayton,
Clinton,
D avis, “
D elaw are , “
D esM oines, “
D ubuque, “

“ H en ry , “
“  Iow a,
“ Jackson , “

Ja sp e r, “
“ Jefferson, i;
<86

w ith  damages.

w ith damages,

w ith  damages.

w ith  damages.

$35  64 
45  34 
25  73 

304 81 
64  08 
16 31 

160 40 
6 22 

2 ,248  96 
477 78 
553  08 

19 17 
24 7  04 

2  78 
177 09
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T re a su re r  of Jo h n so n , l: 524  2 i
Jo n e s  '■ 141 77
K e o k u k , " w ith  damage:;, 106 (14
L e e , ‘>74 08

-1 L in n , GO 59
*£ L o u isa , ‘‘ 416  08

M a h a sk a . ‘‘ 147 96
“  M a rio n , a <) 9g

M o n ro e . “ w ith  damage.;, 84  51
“  M u sc a tin e , " 356  61

P o lk , 61 37
'* Sco tt, l: 454 01
l! V a n B u r e n .1, 1,303 46

W ap e llo , u 142 51
W a sh in g to n 11 82  90

T otal, * 9 ,3 0 2  0(5

S T A T E M E N T  V .

A n  estim ate  o f a p p ro p ria tio n s  n e ce ssa ry  lo r  th e  en su in g  tw o  
v ears .
F o r  p e r  d iem  and  m ileag e  of th e  m em bers and officers, and all 

o th e r e x p en ses  o f th e  G e n e ra l 'A sse m b ly , th e  p re se n t scs-
sion, * 1 5 ,0 0 0 oo

C om pensation  to th e  G o v e rn o r, 2 ,0 0 0 00
C o n tin g en t e x p en ses  o f th e  G o v ern o r, 300 00
C om pensation  of th e  S e c re ta ry  o f S ta te , 1,000 00
C o n tin g en t e x p e n se s  o f th e  S e c re ta ry , 300 0 0
C om pensation  to th e  A u d ito r  o f S ta te , 1,200 00
C o n tin g en t e x p en ses  o f th e  A u d ito r. 300 00
C om pensation  to th e  T r e a s u r e r  o f S la te . 800 00
C o n tin g en t e x p en ses  o f th e  T re a su re r , 300 00
C om pensation  to  th e  Ju d g e s  of th e  S u p rem e  C ourt. 6 ,0 0 0 00
C o n tin g en t e x p en ses  o f th e  S u p rem e  C ourt, 300 00
C om pensation  to th e  Ju d g e s  o f th e  D is tr ic t  co u rts . 8 ,0 0 0 CO
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(Jompensotion to the Sup. of Public  Instruction , in-
eluding the p resen t year, 3 ,900 00

Contingent expenses of the Sup. of Public In -
struction , 300 00

Com pensation o f the com m issioners to revise the
law s, 3 ,000 00

'C ontingent expenses of said Com m issioners, 300 00
C om pensation of the L ibrarian , 300 00
T he genera l contingent fund, 500 00

Total, $ 4 3 ,5 0 0  00
In terest on loan already appropriated , 10,000 00
F ees and m ileage of E lectors of P res iden t and

Vice P res id en t, and expenses of notifying, 200  00

Total to be raised  for the nex t tw o years $5.3,70.0 00



S T A T E M E N T  V I.

A N  A B S T R A C T  of liic num ber of p o lls ; num ber of acres of land, w ith  the value of the same w ith  the im prove
m ents thereon ; the value of tow n lots and the ir im provem ents ; w ith  the value of all o ther p roperty  in  the 
Stale, as copied from the assessm ent roll, for the year 1848.

i

£ C O l ' N T I E S .

'

Nhimhcr 
of I'olts. Acres of land.

Value of land 
with improve
ments.

Value of town 
lots arid im
provements.

Value of cap
ital employed 
in merchan
dize.

Value ofmills. 
factories, dis
tilleries, car- 
uingm achines 
and tan yards, 
with the stock 
employed.

Horses over 2 years 
old.

No. Value.

1 'Appanoose, 213 723 905 $ 1.800 8; 1,790 293 &  7.050
2 Benton, - 7(1 3,701 9,717 $  437 97 3,940
2  B uchanan, - - 72 3,298 6,761 315 2,900 57 2.330
4 Cedar. - - - 0G4 93,357 302,965 25,868 4.480 8,915 1007 43,365
5 C layton, - 473 52,121 167,933 34,892 6.730 16.200 468 17,780
6 Clinton, - 444 34,625 143,405 22.121 5.750 7.300 541 21.404
7 Dallas, - 57 .................. • • • • » • • 105 20 87 2,960
84 )av is , - 852 45.253 132,107 3,813 9.360 3,200 1265 42,038
S;D elaw arc, - - - 242 26.726 80,178 347 16,805

iOiDes M oines, - - 20G4 177.300 900,305 504.500 116,850 1*2.230 2453 81,687
IT D u b u p u e , - - - 1758 118,744 524.677 418,020 117.152 24.800 1225 43.842
IS  lIe n rv , - - - - 1336 184,990 744,494 81,631 24.485 7,847 1925 55,219
1 3 'Iowa, - 91! 3.020 5,323 500 101 4.140
]4 iJack  son, -



I t Jasper, - - - 140 7.467 21.650
1(: Je terson , - - - . 1505 202,208 461,595
17 Johnson, - 772 88,403 318,006
18 Jones, - 427 44.721 150,092
19 Keokuk, - 664 45,351 157,393
20 Lee, - - 

Linn, - -
3112 310,411 1,193,509

2] S70 98,997 326,026
22 Louisa, - - - - 868 129,975 394,021
28 Mahaska, - 829 44.253 125,413
24 Marion, - - 920 27.316 39.947
25 Monroe, - - — 335 15,270 27,367
26 Muscatine, - - 808 131,932 357,932
27 Polk, - - - - 530
28 Poweshiek, - - - 70 960 1.350
28 Scott, - - - - 886 94,356 346,522
30 Van Buren, - - 2079 -241,310 723,931
3] Wapello, -
32 Washington, 771 89,912 368,114

| 23,937. 2,316,704 8,031,698

485 200 1,000 166 5,405
39,749 22.550 9,648 2251 64.132

142,814 24,725 10.607 868 86,073
3.227 1,540 8,400 516 22,902
7,622 6,610 9,900 833 30.568

45,861 123,720 18,100 3480 113.219
45,405 11,650 16,045 1057 41.395
36,264 20,441

12,975
5,364 1192 42,374

17,653 7,650 1044 33,893
3.306 9,032 2,920 890 30,886
1,060 1,968 715 401 12,975

198,031 30,800 6,800 34,975
4,700 4,450 555

62
19,658
2,125

136,466 17,450 18,975 964 34.994
164,711 51,495 29,134 2807 84,227

38,651 18,639 3,245 1098 40,585

2,008.812| 645,9171 237,655|27.980| 992,946

ic
O '.
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2

T

■i
5
6‘

8
9

10
11
12
13
Mi
15!
10;
17!
18j
19

S T A T E M E N T  AT.— C o x t i n  vzn.

CO V N T I K 3.

Appanoose,  
Benton,  
Buchanan, - 
Cedar, - 
Clayton, 
Clinton,  
Dallas,  - -
Davis,  - 
Delaware, - 
D e s  M cin es ,  
Dubuque, - 
H enry,  - 
Iowa, - -
Jackson, •• 
Jasper, - 
Jciies’son, - 
Johnson,  
Jones,  - 
Keokuk . -

N eal  ca t t le  over hv o |  i 'f 11'""’ Sheep  over  s ix  m o n th s 'H o a x' , , ses  ove r  one 1 , , »i ywwow. [yearokI. | old. j

I Wo. 1

8831 
8S5 
288 

2,09a!
1,962;
1,9-13|

330!
2.559 
1,192 
5,908 
3,737 
2,20(1 

535!

5051
5,552!
2,460.
1,362,
2.177

over  so :  
old.

m on ths

V a l u e /  | No. Value. I \o . A’aiue.-  7 No. V a l h e M T No.

9,787 ] 962 1,223 1,573 2 ,639! i;
4;452| f; 40 461 598 889 1.253! 1!
3,622S 280 280: 451 888' 32i

23,070, 1 20 3,761 3,770, 6,094 7.139! 31j
22,854; 5 195 445 858' 1.860 4,940! 255!
20,090! 3 100 1,519 1.865! 2,696 2,6961 qj

4,032; O 83 239 223; 4 /6 S35! 0 i°!
25,677; 7 240 5,236 6.291 7.267 9,269! IE
11,920; 934 1.401! 2,058 2,050:
51,331 j 11,067 11,094; 14.339 14,705: 1,072'
38,795; 10 485 1 , / / 0 <3, 0  i> / 4.171 6,680! 678;
42,243j 5! 200 9,544 9,5*14 13,162 13,162; 839;

5,157 4 150 209 436 1,3o6 1 Cl t 11J ,U  .  J 1

6,021 i 1 25 403 5581 1.023 1,678;
i

J;
42.152! 12j 280 12,859! 12.633! 15,783 16.208 i O;

27,009! 7 400 3,005! 4,51l! 7.243 8,649 371;
17,858; 1 30 1,630 2.634; 3,481 11.122; 21S;
22.202 4 300 3,681 4.702; 7,168 9.821 376

P le a su r e  carrias' f

A'aine.

40
25

1,200
1,245
8,626

140
220
395

24.422
40

25 
3,419 

14,214 
5,146 

12.177



2 0 ;L ee, - s.H in 78,677 31 1,285 15,405
2 1 'L inn. - 2,514 26,748! 4.628
22 L ouisa, - 5.180 30.270; () 45 3.995
28 M ahaska, - 4,282 • 16,725! 8 335 4,384
2-1 M arion, - 2.816 33.186 5 195 2.390
25 M onroe, - - - 1,282 13,145 1 20; 1,669
26 M uscatine. 18,7111 760
27
28

Polk, - - - - 1.800 20.188! 8 120, 1,750
Pow eshcik . 172 ■ 1.968! 212:

29jScoU, - - - - 2,678 27.762; r. 170! 3,101
HO V an Burer), - 6,377 51,021; 25 1,0(45! 14,548
HI i  W apello, - - - 1

62 W ashington. - - - 2,364 26,661  ! 1
11

4,527

72.840 723.326 1 45; 6,543 114,623

15,405; 14.871 1 7,587 222 9.031/
5,6671 7.97 h 9,773 40 1.920
3 .9951 9 .997’ 12.553; 26 985
5,593 Ĝ POO 8.721 26! 1.315
3,408 5.541 8.089! 16 865
1 ,817i 2,791 3.690! 4 155
2.200 e!023! 3.880
2,570! 3,228!. 3 .8 2 6 ’ 330 10!723

299 4 76! 724! 88 1.166
4 .5 7 4 1 4.191 4.191! 67; 2,972

14,548!
;  j

14 ,790’ 14,790; 103! 4,636

5.588;
1

9,093; 9,772 464 16,351

131,338’ 170.445; 215,361 5,298! 181,588

tor.



STATEMENT VL—C o n t i n u e d .

Value of capi-

o"
£ COUNTIES. Watches. Piano Fortes. Value of all oth

er personal prop

tal stock and 
profits in any 
company in-

Value of right 
or interest in 
any boat or 
vessel.# .. erty over $100. corparated or

unincorpora
ted.No. Value. No! Value.

1 Appanoose, - 9 $ 103 735 20
2;Benton, - 6 29 1,080
3! Buchanan, - 4 38
4; Cedar, - 96 926 768 265
5!Clayton, - 198 1,060 1 30 480 240
O^Clinton, - 14 221 925 200
7;Dallas, - 4 70 550
SjDavis, . . . . 41 233 365
9[Dela\vare, - 

1Oj Des Moines, . . . 148 4,357 8 1,250 4,500
11,Dubuque. - 673 6,975 6 790 15,560 420
12'Henry, . . . . 141 2,246 1 250 3,328
13 Iowa, - 12 94 2,564
14 Jackson, -
15j Jasper, - 
16 Jefferson, . . .

7 85 75
132 919 2 200 3,290 650;

17; Johnson, - 302 3,441 t' 600 10.539
18Hor.es, . . . . . 38 233 9,300 50
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15 iv c o liu k , _  _  - 145 909
20; Lee , - 387 6,131
21; L in n , - 74 661

” , 32 - 91 1.061
2 3 lM a h a s ;ii!. - - - 67 647
24. M a r io n . - 216 1,286
25! M o n ro e , • - 15 134
26:M usctiU>.e, - 2 .086
2 7 P o lk ,  . . .  - o«;

O t 287
2 8 !P o rveshe ik , - i 3
2,9:8 cot (, - 107 1.558
80  V an  l lu r e i i ,  - 252 2,018
81 W a p e llo , - -  - -

88 809

8.1 i : 86 .722

550!

25i
100^

250

11,584! 
2 .283  

14 .493 ' 
12,304! 

2,940: 
5 ,094 : 

150: 
1 ,550 

75!

437)
274 j
200!

1 8 .' 1 1  7 ■* A

I

30

350:
200 :

2,869: 
17,116 47:

4,595; 110,417! 3.

12,805
149

3 ,025
7

GO

695
395

18,126

TH
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STATEMENT VI.— C o s t i -v u e d .'

-5 1 COUNTIES.

Value of 
?old & sil
ver coin or 
bank notes 
in actual

Value of clain 
or demand f'oi 
money or oth
er considera-

Value 
of annu
ities.

Value of moneyin- 
vcsted in property cl 
any kind secured” by 
ideed, mortgage or 
other evidence of

Total Valuation. Levy for State 
purposes.

possession. tion. claim.

1 | A ppanoose, - 700 2,150 28,942 72 35
2]>en(on, - 338 1,383 23,352 58 38
3 E uchanan, - 3,745 22,149 55 37
4; C edar, - 1,838 6.8.95 SO 745 436,537 1,094 16
5 C layton, - 20 5C0 1,757 285,095 712 73
6 Clinton. r 100 4,508 230,425 576 06
7 D allas, - 1.998 3.278 14,354 35 88
SJDavi.s, . . . . 2,698 5,698 242,478 606 18
O D elavvare, - 112,354 280 88

10:D es M oines. - 43,955 9,800 ' 1,827,081 4 ,567  70
iliD u b u q u e . - • 14,642 61,604 300 68,732 1.368,401 3,421 00
12: H enry , - 11,239 8,101 1,026,411 2 ,566  03
1 3 Io \v a , - 1,348 1,829 785 24,290 60 72
14! Jackson , . . .
15 :Jasper, - 2,485 9,338 48,974 122 43
1 (ijJeflerson, . . . 5,411 15,274 5,563 703,704 1,760 75:
17 'Johnson, - 8.573 15.255 623,410 1,558 52
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18|Jones, - 400 494 233,428i 583 57
19!Keokuk, - 7,019 17,264

41,335
291,4401 728 60

20 Lee, - 14,369 209 2,115,144' 5,287 86
21 Linn, - 2,529 18,168 795 508,856! 1,272 14
22 Louisa, - 4,119 18,222 6,500 1,209 592,9761 1,482 44
23 Mahaska, - - - - 11,255 20,128 48 810 273,4231 683 55
24 Marion, 17,345 34,246 2,579 194,904! 487 27
25 Monroe, - 2,031 4,253 440 70,120’ 175 30
26 Muscatine, - 965 250 630 665,323! 1,663 31
27iPolk, - 10,627 15,847 - 93,101 232 75
28;Po\vesheik, - 1,198 8,833 22 08
29'Scott, - 561 17.270 607,460 1,543 65
SOjVan Buren, - 9,502 28,707 3,342 1,201,182j 3,002 95
31 Wapello, -

800
ii

32j\Vashington. - - - 6,134 30,255 565,777 1,414 44

j 183,426! 378,323 7,128 106,357 14,449,920: 30,129 05
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R E (2 VP IT L* h  A T I  ON O F  T H F  T O T A L S  OF H T A T F M K N T  Vf.

Number of polls, - - - - - 23,937
A cres of land, - - - - - -  2,316,704
Value of land with improvements, - - $8,031,691
Value of town lots and improvements, - - ,$2,008,812
Value of capital employed in merchandize, - - $645,917
Value of mills, manufactories, distilleries, carding

machines, and tan-yards with the stock employed, $237,655 
Number of horses over two years old 27,980, value $£92,946 
Num ber of neat cattle over two years old 72,840 value $723,326 
Num ber of mules and asses over one year old 145 val. $6,543 
Num ber of sheep over six months old 114,623, value $131,328
Num ber of hogs over six months old 170,445, value $215,361
Num ber of pleasure carriages 5,298, value - $181,588
Number of watches 3,112, value - $36,722
Number of piano fortes 33, value - - - - $4,595
Value of all other personal property over $100 - $110,417
Value of capital stock and profits in any company

incorporated or unincorporated, - - - - 3,748
Value of right or interest in any boat or vessel, - 18,126
Value of Gold and Silver coin or bank notes in

actual possession, - - - - - - 183,426
Value of claim or demand for money or other consid
eration, - - - - - - - -  378,323
Value of annuities, - - - - - -  7,128
Value of money invested in property of any kind 

secured by deed, mortgage, or other evidence of 
claim, - - -  - -  - -  - 106,357

Total valuation, - - - - - -  14,449,920
Levy for State purposes, - - - - -  36,129





STATEM ENT VII.

A TABLE showing the comparative increase or decrease in the valuation of property in the several counties^ 
the increase of the State tax of 1847 over that of 1848, with the increase per cent., and the number of polls 
of those years compared.

CO U N T IES. Value in 1847. Value in 1848 Increase. Decrease.

Appanoose, - 27,532 28,942 1,410
Benton, - - 19,299 23,352 4,053
Buchanan, - 21,779 22,149 370
Cedar, - - - 415,105 436,537 21,432
Clayton, - 234,218 285,895 50,877
Clinton, - - 172,637 230,425 57,788
Dallas, - 7,935 14,354 6,419
Davis, - - 
Delaware -

225,984 242,474 16,490
76,921 112,354 35,433

Des Moines, 1,459,070 1,827,081 367,911
Dubuque, - 972,000 1,368,401 396,391
Henry, . . . 707,634 1,026,411 318,777
Iowa, - 
Jackson, -

16,835 24,290 7,455
352,127 Not returned.

Jasper, - 45,115 48,974 33,859
JeiFerson, - 603,424 703,704 100,280
Johnson, . . . 608,737 623,410 14.673



Jones.
Keokuk,
Lee,
Linn,
Louisa,
Mahaska,
Marion,
Monrce,
Muscatine,
Polk, -
Powesheik,
Scott,
Van Buren, 
W  apello, 
Washington,

175.414 i
153,248! 

1,655,532! 
511,223 
538,496! 
171,232! 
65,478i 
35,978! 

693,008! 
51,488! 

Not organized. I 
383,121! 

1,276,000! 
207,945j 
386,302 j

$12,270,927!

233,428

70,120
665,523

93,101
8,833

617,400

565,777

58,014
138,192
459,612!

2,367
54,480

102,191
129,426
34,142

27.685
41,913;

8,833
234,339

74,818

179,475

$14,449,920! $2,873,935 j $104,870
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STATEMENT VI.—C o n t i n u e d ,

COUNTIES. State tax in 1847, at 
two mills.

State tax  in 1848 at 
2 1-2 mills. Increase. Increase 

per cent.
Polls in 
. 1847.

Polls in 
1848.

Appanoose, - $55 06 $72 35 $17 29 31 183 213
Renton, - 38 39 58 38 19 79 51 67 76
B u clian an . - 43 55 55 47 11 92 27 74 73
Cedar, - 830 21 1,094 16 263 95 32 624 664
Clay ton. - 468 43 712 73 244 30 52 524 473
Clinton, - 345 27 576 06 230 79 65 No retr’n 444
Dallas, - • 15 87 35 88 20 01 126 41 57
.Davis, - 451 96 606 18 154 22 34 856 852
.Delaware, - 153 84 280 88 127 04 82 211 242
Des Moines, - 2.918 34 4,567 70 1,649 36 56 1986 2,064
.Dubuque. - 1,943 66 3,421 00 1,477 34 75 1151 1,758
Henry, - 1,415 20 2,566 03 1,150 83 83 1326 1,336
low a. - 33 67 60 72 27 05 80 89 99
Jackson, . . . 704 25 No re tu rn . 1046
Jasper. - 30 2b 122 43 92 20 305 89 140
Je li’ersou, - 1,206 84 1.760 75 553 93 45 1347 1,505
Jo h n so n , - 3,218 95 1,558 52 339 57 27 723 772
Jones, - - - - 550 85 583 57 232 74 66 388 427
Keokuk. - 306 50 728 CO 422 30 137 616 664
! c ,  . . . . 3,311 06 5.287 80 3.976 80 59 2510 3,112
Linn. - 3.022 44 1.272 14 24 ) 70 24 775 870
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Loui«a, - 1,080 88; 1,482 44 j 401 61 37 7571 S68
M a h a s k a ,  - 342 4Gj 683 55! 341 09 99 677i 829
M a r io n ,  - 130 95! 487 271 356 32 252 510! 920
M o n ro e ,  - 71 95 175 30! 103 35 143 238 3 3 5
M u s c a t in e ,  - 1,387 76 1,663 31 275 55 19 643, 808
P o lk ,  - 102 97 232 75 129 78 126 412 530
Po w cs l ie ik ,  - ! 22 os; 22 08 all 1I 70
Scott,  - 771 2l! 1,543 65; 772 44 100 623: 886
V a n  B u re n ,  - 2,731 52 3,002 95 271 43 9 2.066s 2,079
W ap e llo ,  - 4 7 5  89; ; 1,123;
W ashingJon ,  - - 7 7 2  COi 1 ,434  44 i G 41 84 79 718| 771

. $24,732 89: $36,129 15i $32,576 40 av. 46 22,409: 23,937
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S T A T E M E N T  V III.

A  statem ent of the amount paid  into th e  County T reasu ries 
for P e d la r’s licences, as a S tate tax , in  1848 :

T o  the T rea su re r of Clayton county, $10  00
<! “  “  “  D es M oines “  100 00
“  “  “  “  Jefferson  “  16 25
“  “ “ “  Johnson  “ 10 00

“  “ “  L ee  “ 54 00
“  “ “  “  M ahaska  “  20 00
“  “  “  “  V an  B u ren  “  11 8 0

$222  05

S T A T E M E N T  IX .

A  statem ent of the appropriations made at the firstand  second 
sessions of the G eneral A ssem bly , show ing the amounts draw n 
and the  balances undraw n , w ith  the account against M . Reho, 
E sq ., S tate  T rea su re r.

G en era l appropriation  bill, approved.
F eb . 25 , 1847. * $20 ,241  07

A m oun t draw n, 20,221 07

Balance undraw n , $ 2 0  00

S undry  appropriations of session
1846 and 1847, $ 1 2 ,578  15

A m ount draw n, 12,573 15

5 00

G enera l and M iscellaneous appropri-
ations of 1848, $ 1 5 ,635  00
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Amount drawn, 15,635 00

Convention account of 1844,
Appropriation, $1,128 00
Amount drawn, 1,128 00

Convention account of 1846,
Appropriation, $3,812 96
Amount drawn, 3,812 96

Salaries of Governor, Secretary, A u
ditor and T reasurer,

Appropriation, $5,000 00
Amount drawn, 5,000 00 ■>

Contingent funds of Governor, Sec
retary, Auditor arid T reasurer,

Appropriation, $1,400 00
Amount drawn, 1,400 00

Appropriation for W arden and Lessee
of Penitentiary, $353 16

Amount drawn, 233 00
Balance undrawn, $120 16

Appropriations for the penitentiary, $327 20
Amount d raw n ,, 327 20

Supreme court fund appropriation, $290 00
Amount drawn, 290 00

Salaries of Judges of the Supreme 
Court,
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Appropriation, §6,000 00
Amount drawn. 5,158 30

Balance undrawn,

Salaries of judges of tlie D istrict
Courts,

Appropriation, $8,000 00
Am ount drawn, 6,000 00

Balance undrawn,

F und for arresting fugitives,
Appropriation, $1,000 00
Amount drawn, 400 00

Balance undrawn,

Salary of Superintendent of Public
Instruction.

Appropriation, $1,200 00
Amount drawn, 1,200 00

G eneral contingent fund appropria
tion, $300 00

Amount drawn, 204 80

Balance undrawn.

L ibrarian’s salary,
Appropriation, $300 00
Am ount drawn, 262 50

Balance undrawn,

L ibrarian’s contingent fund appro
priation, $150 00

Amount drawm, 108 42

§841 70

§2,000 00

$600 00

$95 20

$37 50

Balance undrawn, $41 58



TH E  SENATE. 301

Public Buildings at Iowa City, and x
Superintendent’s compensation,

Appropriation, $5,400-
Amount drawn, 5,400

Interest account; appropriation, $5,282 60 
Amount drawn, 5,282 60

M. Reno, State Treasurer, in ac
count,

To cash and revenue received from
various sources, $77,264 55

By State warrants redeemed and filed
in this office, 75,325 68

Balance on hand appropriated and 
reserved for interest on the loan of 
1847, $1,938 87
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT.

O f f i c e  o f  S u f ’t .  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  ) 
fosva City, Iowa, December 4, 1848. $

Gentlemen o f  the Senate and
H ouse o f  Representatives :

In- accordance w ith the provisions of the 33d section of the act 
of the G eneral Assembly of Iowa, of February  25, 1847, enti
tled “ an act supplemental and amendatory to ‘an act to establish 
common schools,’ approved January 18 ,1840 ,” I  beg leave to 
submit the following report:

I gave bond to the Governor, and took, and subscribed the 
oath of office required by law, and entered upon the discharge 
of my official duties, on the 23d day of May last, and immediately 
forw arded to the Registers of the land offices in this state, as 
required by the circular, of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, of A ugust 6, 1847, and also to the Department at. 
W ashington, the evidence of my authority to act as agent of the 
State, in selecting the 500,000 acres of land, granted under the 
8th section of the act of Congress, of September 4, 1841. Be
ing unadvised of the situation of lands reported during the- 
year 1847, as part of the above grant, I  addressed a letter to the 
Registers on the subject, and was informed by them that none of 
the selections thus made had been withheld from sale. (See 
copy of their letters, pages 7 and 8 of my circular of Septem
ber 18th, 1848.) Upon due examination of the act of the Gen-
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eral Assembly, entitled, “ an act to legalize tile sale of school 
lands,” approved January  25th, 1848, it was found inapplicable 
to the grant in question, as the State had acquired no title to aay 
part of the land. Under these circumstances, and conceiving a 
uniform system in the selection and disposition of these lands 
essential, I  prepared a series of blank forms for the purpose^ 
with a circular of instructions, in which I  required the Fund 
Commissioners to rescind the contracts, and to refund the money 
for that portion of the land which had been sold by the G eneral 
Government, and to renew  them for the remainder, and to re 
report it to this office, if  desired to do so by the purchasers. I 
forwarded a package of these documents, together w ith  a circu 
lar to Inspectors, to each of the F und Commissioners, in the lat- 
ter part of Ju n e  last. The officers proceeded w ithout delay to 
engage in the respective duties assigned them, but as many pro
visions of the School law w ere found ambiguous and indefinite, 
they w ere soon involved in doubt and uncertainty. F inding that 
many of the school districts, in consequence of these em barrass
ments, w ere not organized in time for the D irectors to make 
their report as required by law, and being desirous of rem edy
ing, if  possible, the evils arising from the diversity of sentim ent 
relative to its practical operations, I  issued another c ircu lar on 
the 18th of September, 1848, reviewing the different provisions 
to which my attention had been directed, and giving such advice 
as I  deemed best calculated to promote the interests of education. 
But notwithstanding these repeated efforts, the organization is 
yet incomplete. A s a general thing the officers have endeavor
ed to perform the ir duty, but their efforts have been partially 
paralized by manifest indifference on the part of the people.—  
Under these circumstances I  did not consider it prudent to com
mence a tour through the State, for the purpose of lecturing in 
the townships, as my efforts must necessarily have been limited 
to a very small portion of it while the remainder would have 
been totally neglected. U nder the conviction that more general 
good could be accomplished by correspondence, and from the fact 
that communications from different parts of the State, asking for 
information relative to some particular provision of the law, w ere 
almost daily received, I have confined my labors thus far chiefly
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to this class of the duties assigned me, and have endeavored as 
fas as possible, to answ er the numerous and complicated interro
gations which have been propounded.

The reports of the Fund  Commissioners are by no means as 
full and satisfactory, as I  had reason to expect they would have 
been, when I  prepared the forms for them. Taking into consid
eration, however, the incipient stage of our School system, my 
expectations w ere probably too sanguine. They have manifest
ed a desire to comply strictly w ith the requirements of the law, 
and of the Superintendent of Public Instructions. In  the ab
sence of correct data, from which to gather information for their 
reports , they have been enabled to furnish but few items of in
terest, aside from those more directly connected with the duties 
of their office, (see abstracts of reports marked A . B, C. & D .)

The obstacles, presented by the Township, and district officers, 
are briefly as follows.

The formation o f  D istricts.— M uch difficulty has arisen du
ring the last summer, relative to the formation and alteration of 
school districts. This duty under the present law is performed 
by the Inspector, but as no rule is prescribed by which he shall 
be governed, being left entirely to his own discretion, he is fre
quently at a loss to know how to proceed. Some have been gov
erned by the present, and others' by the future prospects of the 
district, and either rule has occasionally failed to give entire sat
isfaction. Indeed, in some portions of the State, the feeling 
thus created has proven almost fatal to the establishment of 
schools. Several instances have been reported, (one very re
cently from Linn and Benton counties) where an isolated set
tlement has been made by a few families, on either side the 
boundary line between two adjoining counties so as to render 
it impossible to embrace them in a school district, without inclu
ding the whole settlement. Some provision should be made to 
meet their wants. From  the fact that our population will, for 
many years to come, be scattered over an extensive district of 
country, the settlements confined mostly to the groves separated 
by uninhabited prairies, it will be exceedingly difficult to adopt 
any plan for the formation of districts that will be likely to give 
entire satisfaction. I  would suggest the propriety, however, of
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assigning this duty to at least th ree  officers, instead of one, w ith  
some general ru les by w hich they  arc to be governed, w hose ac
tion should be binding and final for a fixed period.

The E xam ination o f  Teachers.— T he law  requ ires tha t the 
“ Inspector shall exam ine all persons p resenting  them selves 
touching th e ir  abilities to teach, both in  regard  to th e ir educa
tion, and th e ir moral character, and if  he find said persons qual
ified, he shall give a certificate to this p u rp o rt.”  T he  difficulty 
here  presen ted  is, that the extent of qualification necessary  is not 
stated. T h is asises from the fact that the branches of education 
necessary  to be taught in  our schools are  not prescribed . I  con
sider it a m atter of in terest, involving, to some extent, the  fu tu re  
success of our school system , th a t they should be designated in  
the law . T h is omission creates em barrassm ent, both w ith  the 
inspector and the d irectors. T he  form er is unable to determ ine 
the ex ten t of his duty, and the la tter may deem it p roper to re 
qu ire  duties of the teacher, a fter he has received a certificate, 
w hich the Inspector does not consider him  obligated to perform . 
A  m isunderstanding is thus produced, w hich proves v e ry  det
rim ental to the cause of education. U nder the p resen t system  
“  all w hite persons in  the d is tric t betw een the ages of five and 
tw enty-one y ea rs” are  throw n indiscrim inately together, em bra
cing pupils of every g rade, from children in  the alphabet, to 
young m en far advanced in  the classics, w hich m ust re su lt in  
confusion, and serious inconvenience to the teacher and d irec
tors in  the establishm ent of correct discipline.

T his may be obviated by the creation of different depart
m ents in  the schools, separating  the pupils in  the p rim ary  
branches, from those m ore advanced, requ iring  of the la tte r an 
amount in addition to that w hich they are  entitled to receive from 
the school fund, in proportion to the additional in struction  w hich 
they  may requ ire . W hile  it is very  desirable to in troduce the 
h igher branches of education into our common schools, our f i r s t  
and ch ie f object should be to im part the blessings of prim arf) in 
struction  to every  child in  tire S tate. I t  is certainly w ise to de
term ine, in  the v ery  organization of our school system , w hat w e 
propose to accom plish, lest in ex tending our efforts too m uch w ith 
our p resen t means, they  may prove abortive. W ith a view  of

o<)
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remedying these evils, I  would recommend that authority be 
conferred on the people of the larger towns and villages, to cre
ate, within their corporate limits, a system of public instruction, 
under the direction of the regularly constituted town authorities, 
connected with the General Assembly, with power to levy a tax, 
in addition to the apportionment of school money to which they 
would be entitled, which would enable them to found a higher 
order of schools than we can hope, under existing circumstan
ces, to establish in the more thinly settled portions of the State. 
The present system is certainly not adequate to their wants. 
This will afford also some criterion for the examination of teach
ers. This class of schools might include a thorough course of 
academic instruction, while, as a general thing through the State, 
the primary branches only would be necessary. Thus individ
uals proposing to become teachers, might obtain a certificate as 
to their actual qualifications, which would enable them to obtain 
employment in which ever class of these schools it would show 
them competent for. I  would further recommend that the duty 
of examining teachers should be assigned to a county instead of 
a township officer. I t is desirable to elevate the standard in ref
erence to the qualification of teachers. A n individual of unex
ceptionable moral character, and of extensive literary and intel
lectual attainments, may still be in a very small degree qualified 
for the business of teaching. He must have a thorough knowl
edge of the peculiar art of imparting instruction, the relative in
fluences which operate on the moral, intellectual and physical 
man, and be well versed in the laws to be applied for his gov
ernment— in a word his whole soul must be engrrossed with the 
arduous, yet pleasing task of governing, training and cultivating, 
the youthful mind. To enable him to do this successfully, he 
must be compensated for his toil, that his own mind may not be 
harrassed and perplexed w ith pecuniary embarrassment. The 
compensation of good teachers in the w est is by no means com
m ensurate with their services. I t is to be regretted that the 
greater portion of our population do not appear to be alive to 
their own interests on this subject. Indeed, with many, teach
ers seem to be considered a sort of article of merchandize. Henee 
we often hear the enquiry made for “ cheap teachers,” when in
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reality the services of some of them would be dear at any price. 
In  this way worthy and competent men are frequently forced to 
abandon their profession, and to seek some other means of sub
sistence. I t may not be inappropriate here to insert the follow
ing extract from the last annual report of the Superintendent of 
Common Schools of New York, showing the compensation of 
teachers for three successive years :

“ The average for the whole year in 1845, for the male teach
ers was $13 81 ; in 1846, $15 42, and in 1847, $15  99 ; and 
for females in 1845, $6  50 ; in 1846, $ 6  69, and in 1847, $6  99, 
exhibiting a small but annual increase of wages paid to teachers. 
The number of teachers under eighteen years of age found em
ployed at both visitations was 2,322, of whom 1,969 w ere fe
m ales; and there w ere 1,943 over thirty  years old, of whom 
1,434 w ere males. The residue of the number w ere between 
eighteen and th irty  years of age.”

By the last report of the Secretary of the Board of Education 
of the State of M assachusetts, for 1846-47, the average wages 
paid teachers per month including board, was $32  46 for males, 
and $13 60 for females.

In  the ordinary business of life, when we design constructing 
some permanent w ork of art, in order to insure success, we are 
lavish in the expenditure of means for the purpose of procuring 
the services of the best architects to prosecute the work, but 
when our object is to mould and fashion the imperishable intel
lect, and to adorn and beautify the human mind, we reverse the 
rule, and select the cheapest, and often the most inefficient men 
of the profession for the task. It is certainly proper to use all 
laudable exertions so to curtail the expenses of education as to 
place it within the reach of every class of community, but it is 
equally true  that this, is not to be accomplished by the erection of 
cheap school houses, and the employment of cheap teachers. The 
first step to be taken in the establishment of a permanent school, 
is  the construction of a comfortable school house, well supplied 
with such conveniences as will offer every inducement to pupils 
-to prosecute their studies with zeal and interest. I t is next im
portant to secure the services of a fa ith fu l, competent teacher.—. 
I t  is true that such an individual will require a more liberal re-
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num eration,, than those who teach as a m ere m atter of conven
ience, but I  th ink  I  may say w ith safety, that he w ill compensate 
h is em ployers ten  fold by the additional services w hich h e  is 
qualified to render. T he following forcible rem arks are  from 
the pen of a gentlem an of N ew  Y ork , of extensive practicable 
information on the subject, in  a w ork  on the “ theory and p rac
tice of teaching.”

“  T he profession of teaching is advancing. T he p resen t 
standard of acquirem ents demanded of the teacher, excludes 
m any who w ere considered quite respectable ten  years ago-—  
T his may w ell be so, for w ithin that time quite an advance has 
been made in  the com pensation offered to teachers. I t  is bu t 
reasonable that acquirem ent should keep  pace w ith  the rew ard  of 
it. Indeed the talent and attainm ent brought into the field, m ust 
alw ays be in  advance of the rate  of compensation. T he people 
m ust be first convinced tha t teachers are belter than they  w ere  
years ago, and they w ill be ready to rew ard  them . In  M assa
chusetts, according to statistics in the possession of the H on. 
H orace M ann, Secretary  of the board of education, the com pen
sation of teachers w ith in  ten years has advanced th irty -th ree  per 
c e n t ; nor is it reasonable to suppose that this advance has been 
made independent of any im provem ent among the teachers.—■ 
T h e ir  system  of supervision has increased in strictness, in  the 
same tim e, in  an equal r a t io ; and many teachers who w ere  en
tire ly  incom petent for the ir places, have thus been driven to oth
e r em ploym ents.”

The organization o f  school districts .— T he second section of 
the law  provides, “  that there  shall be annually, an election on 
the first T uesday of A p ril, in each school d istric t, for the p u r
pose of choosing th ree  D irec to rs ,” bu t does not designate the 
m anner in  w hich the election shall be conducted. N o one is 
em pow ered to act as ju d g e  of the election or to issue certificates 
to the officers elect. In  the absence of this information the p ri
m ary proceedings in the organization of different districts have 
been so m aterially different, that doubts have arisen  in the minds 
of m any w ith  regard  to th e ir legality, w hich has had a tendency 
to re ta rd  the erection of school houses, and the establishm ent of 
schools. T here  are in  every  comm unity a few  persons who are
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not likely to be satisfied w ith  any th ing  of a public n a tu re , w here  
th e  voice of the m ajority is to govern , w ho avail them selves of 
these discrepancies to increase  and perpetuate  ex is ting  difficul
ty", w hich resu lts  in  discouraging those who feel m ore deeply  in 
terested . H ence it is a m atter of im portance that th e  various 
duties to be perform ed e ither by the officers or elec tors of the 
distric t should be clearly  and m inutely defined. T he sam e section 
of the law  fu r th e r provides tha t “  any person  who is a perm anent 
residen t in  said d is tric t, shall be eligible to vote at said elec
tions,” w hich is incom patible w ith  the 1st section of the  3 rd  a r 
tic le  of the constitu tion . T he  3rd  section of the act to  authorize 
a d istrict school tax  provides that “ the vote shall be taken  in fa
vor of or against a tax , w hich  shall be viva  v o c e f  w hich  is at 
variance w ith  the 6th section of the above article o f the consti
tution. T hese  contradictory requ irem ents have led to  a co rre s
ponding difference of opinion as to the m anner of voting  in  d is
tr ic t elections, w hich  has tended to confirm, ra th er than  rem ove 
existing douhts. In  some instances the electors have voted by 
ballot, in  others viva  voce, and in others by ra ising  the. hand . —  

W hen consulted, I  have advised the method designated  by  the 
constitution. D oubts ex is t in the minds of some as to w h e th e r 
the d irectors can establish  m ore than one school in  the d is tric t. 
T he law  appears to contem plate bu t one, bu t a depart u re  from  th is 
ru le  w ill occasianally be alm ost unavoidable. I t  w ould  p roba
bly be w ell to leave it to the people of the d is tric t to determ ine.

A s I observed, in ano ther p art of this report, m any of the 
districts wrnre not o rganized in  tim e for the d irec to rs to m ake 
the ir reports as req u ired  by law . B eing convinced th a t th is  r e 
sulted m ainly from th e  im perfections of the law , and desirous 
to afford each d is tric t am ple opportunity" to be fully" p rep ared  to 
receive its apportionm ent of the school money in M arch  nex t, I  
u rged  upon the in specto rs and d irectors, in  my c ircu la r o f S ep
tem ber 18, (see  pages 1 4 and 15) the necessity  of im m ediately 
organizing those d is tric ts  w hich  had been neglected, and req u es
ted them  to fo rw ard  special reports  of the num ber of persons b e 
tw een  the ages of five and tw enty-one years , in  tim e for them  to 
be subm itted to the G enera l Assembly". T hough  sufficient tim e 
has since elapsed to com plete the organization th roughou t the
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State, comparatively a small number of these reports have as yet 
been received. (See statement E .)

Providing School Houses.-—The 5th section of the law re 
quires “ that the directors shall employ a teacher, provide a suit
able house and see that it is well supplied with books, fuel and 
stationery,” and the latter part of the 4th section says, that “ all 
moneys neeessary for the erection and furnishing school houses 
shall be raised by voluntary subscription.” This latter clause, 
however, is repealed by “ an act to authorize a district school 
tax ,”  approved January  25 ,1848 . By this act authority is con
ferred  for raising means for the “ purpose of building school 
houses and furnishing the same,” but no mode of procuring them 
in case the district determine not to build, is prescribed. M ost 
of the districts the present year have been under the necessity 
of renting instead of building, and the directors have been at a 
loss to determine how the rent shall be paid, whether by volun
tary  subscription^ district school tax or from the school fund. The 
latter conclusion has been most generally adopted, and while I 
am induced to believe it correct as the law now stands, yet it is 
certainly unwise that any portion of the school money should be 
used for this purpose. Ample provision should be made for 
building, renting, purchasing and furnishing school houses. It 
may here be proper to remark that the act, of January 25,1848, 
is to some extent deficient in this respect. W hile it may suit the 
less densely populated portions of the State, very well, is is not 
a t  all adequate to the wants of the larger towns. In  each of 
them  we should have at least from one to three good school hou
ses. By this I  do not mean a school house in the ordinary ac
ceptation of the term , but a permanent edifice, constructed on 
the most improved plan, w ith different apartments, so that the 
pupils in the primary and academic apartments may be separated 
and classified. The academic department should be subdivided 
into male and female. In  this way we would soon succeed in, 
establishing a number of the first order of female seminaries, 
w hich is certainly of vital importance. Thus many of our most 
w orthy citizens, who are not able to incur the expense of send
ing their daughters to other States to be instructed, would have 
it in their power to bestow upon them a liberal education. The



T H E  S E N A T E . 311

erection of school houses of this kind will cost from $1,500 to 
$3,000 each. This is considered at lirst sight an enormons ex
pense to incur for such an object, and the conclusion is that a 
much cheaper class of buildings will do for the present. B ut it 
should be borne in mind that it is a permanent work, when once 
completed, the expense is no tto b e  incurred again. The influ
ence exerted upon the minds of pupils provided w ith such an 
edifice would be almost incalculable. M en are prone to conform 
themselves to the objects which surround them, and this rule is 
no less applicable to youth than to persons of m aturer years.—  
If, for example, a man, whose moral and intellectual culture has 
been properly attended to, becomes the daily patron of a brothel, 
he will soon retrograde, and become assimilated in feelings and 
habits to the appearance of things around him. On the same 
principle, youth, when throw n together promiscuously in an un
comfortable, badly arranged school house, will become familiar 
w ith the daily scene of confusion, qnd will gradually conform to 
it, and the old school house becomes an apology w ith both teach
er and pupils for the absence of discipline. On the other hand 
when the very hall in which they study, presents hourly to their 
view the great law of neatness and order, they w ill feel them 
selves morally obligated to make their conduct correspond.—  
Each school of this class should be under the direction of a com
petent teacher as principal, w ith assistants whose qualifications 
and compensation should correspond w ith the duties of the re 
spective departments assigned them.

The Employment o f  Teachers.— It is made the duty of the di
rectors to employ teachers. In  addition to the difficulty jjre- 
sented in another paragraph of this report, they have been em
barrassed in discharging this duty from the fact that no express 
provision is made by which the teacher shall hold the district 
amenable and recover his compensation by suit. In some in
stances the directors, being apprehensive that they might lay 
themseives individually liable, have been disinclined to take any 
steps for procuring teachers. M any of the districts have as yet 
no property in their corporate capacity, and consequently in 
case of failure to meet the deficiency due the teacher, he is left 
w ithout legal remedy, end is compelled to rely entirely on vol-
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un tary  contributions. T hus both the teacher and directors have 
becom e indifferent in reference to the establishm ent of schools. 
T h is ’defect may be rem edied by au thorizing the directors to col
lec t the deficiency by a tax  w ith in  the d istric t. In  some por
tions o f the State complaints have arisen  in  regard  to the num 
ber o f days w hich constitute a school term  of one quarter.—  
F rom  th e  information I have been able to gather on the subject, 
according to the custom of different S tates, the time varies from 
six ty  to seventy-eigh t days. I t  is certain ly  requisite that some 
lived period  should be established by law .

Ths Locution o f  School Houses.— T he location of a school 
house w ill generally  form a source of dissatisfaction to some of 
th e  inhabitants of the d is tric t. T h is  is m ore than likely to be 
th e  case in  the new ly settled portions of the State. By the p res
en t law  the electors of the d is tric t determ ine the site by a ma
jo r ity  vote, and consequently  a large m inority  are frequen tly  
d issatisfied , and if  disposed to do anything in  establishing a 
school, g ive it m erely a negative support. I t  is probably the 
m ost difficult th ing in  qdopting a system  of public instruction, 
to devise a plan for the location of school houses w hich w ill give 
satisfaction. I  beg leave to call you r attention to the following 
p rov ision  of the school law  of N ew  Y ork  on the sub ject:

“ W henever a school house shall have been built or purchas
ed for a d istric t, the site of such school house shall not be chan
ged, nor the building thereon be rem oved, as long as the district 
shall rem ain  unaltered , unless by the consent, in w riting, of the 
tow n Superin tendents of common schools, of the tow n or tow ns 
w ith in  w hich such distric t shall be situated, stating that in the ir 
opinion such rem oval is n e c e ssa ry ; nor then  unless a majority 
of all the taxable inhabitants of said d is tric t, to be ascertained by 
tak in g  and record ing  the ayes and noes, a t a special meeting' 
called for that, purpose, shall be in favor of such new site .”

The .Apportionment o f  School Funds to D istricts.— T he 10th 
section of the law  requires that the Inspector “ shall, w ith in  ten 
days a fte r receiv ing  any such school money, proceed in the 
presence  of cue or more tru stees  of the tow nship , to apportion 
the same to the several d istric ts the am ount w hich each district 
may be entitled to—taking  the num bered’ persons reported as
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the basis of said dividend.” By this it is apparent, in case the 
district has been regularly organized, and has reported accord
ing to law, that the portion of the school money to which it is 
entitled upon the faith of said report, is retained injthe hands of 
the Inspector subject to their order. By the 11th section it is 
made his duty to “ pay over to each district the amount due 
said district whenever called for by the directors : Provided, 
that no moneys shall be paid to any district which has not had 
a school taught three months in the year preceding such appli
cation.” The month of M arch being made the termination of 
the fiscal year, the question arises, in the event a school has not 
been taught three months in the year, thus computed, prior to 
the application for funds, can the district still apply for pnd re 
ceive 'sa id  apportionment at some subsequent time, when the 
provisions of the 11th section have been complied w ith?  or will 
it be retained bv the Inspector, to be apportioned w ith other 
funds the following spring ?

The County School Tax .—-The School Fund Commissioners 
have also met with impediments similar to those to which the 
township and district officers have been subject. P rior to the 
publication of my circular of June  last, I  ascertained that differ- 
ent constructions were given by them to that portion of the law 
which provides for a county school tax. Some w ere of opinion 
that a permanent fu n d  was contemplated,'to be loaned out, and the 
interest ouly, to be distributed annually for the support of schools, 
while others •were of opinion that the entire amount was to be 
apportioned annually to the townships. The former view is 
cetainly most consistent with the language of the law, while the 
latter was doubtless intended by the General Assembly. To 
remove the difficulty, I  recommended to the Fund Commissioners 
in the circular last referred to, (see pages eight and nine) to re 
tain the taxes in their possession till the meeting of the General 
Assembly, that the law might be amended in time for the d istri
bution on the first of M arch next.

The Jlllotment, Valuation and Salt o f  School Lands.— By the 
1st section of “ an act to provide for the management and dispo
sition of the school fund,” approved February 25th, 1847, the 
township trustees are require to allot and appraise the 16th sec- 
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tion, bu t the m anner in  w hich th is duty  shall be perform ed is not 
c learly  specified. Some of them  have allotted by imaginary lines, 
o thers have employed surveyors to make an actual survey, and in 
a few  instances they have neglected to do any thing. V arious 
reasons are  assigned for this neglect. Some have refused be
cause they  considered the 16th section the p roperty  of the tow n
ship, others because no compensation w as allowed for making 
the su rvey , and in  some of the new  counties they have deemed 
it  im proper to b ring  the land into m arket till the settlem ent of the 
country  around it would create a demand for it. T he  latter con
clusion, though a t variance w ith  the law , is certainly prudent. 
T he  refusa l o f the F und  Com m issioners to defray the expense 
of su rvey ing , not feeling authorized  to do so, gave rise to much 
dissatisfaction. W ith  the v iew  of having the m atter amicably 
and fa irly  adj listed, I recj uested them  in my c ircu lar of Septem ber 
18, 1848, to fo rw ard  the bills, for expenses incu rred  in  the al
lotm ent, w ith  th e ir  annual reports, that they  might be submitted 
to th e  G eneral A ssem bly. A  few  only have been received, 
w hich  I  transm it, herew ith , (see  statem ent F .)

E y  the 2d section the righ t of pre-em ption is granted to set
tle rs , bu t the am ount of land they  shall be perm itted  to pre-em pt 
is not designated. In  view  of th is , I  have advised the adoption, 
in  reference  to  quantity , of the ru le  p rescribed by the act of 
C ongress on th is subject, if  the ex ten t of the im provem ent would 
ju s tify  it. T h e re  should be soijie lim it specified in  the law , p ro
portionate to the extent of the im provem ents, fixing also the com
pensation of the appraisers, w ho should be requ ired  to act under 
oath. T he  question has also been, propounded, w hether that 
portion of the 16th section w hich  rem ains unsold w hen offered at 
public sale can be disposed of at private  sale? I gave it as my 
opinion that it could, but in such cases I  th ink .there  should be 
some restric tions.

The Collection o f  fines, forfeitures, &c.— By the tw enty-sec
ond section of the  law , funds of this class are appropriated for 
the su p p o rt of. schools w ith in  th e  county w here  they accrue.—  
I w as inform ed by the F und  Com m issioner, of W apello county, 
in  O ctober last, that an order had been draw n on him by the 
county comm issioners for fees and costs, in a suit for the collec-
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t-ion of fines, on the ground, that they were appropriated by ■ 
law for the use of sehools, and that the expenses of collecting 
them should consequently be paid out of the school fund. Not 
feeling authorized to pay it, he declined doing so, and requested 
ray opinion in the case. I coincided w ith him fully in his views, 
and advised him to resist payment and test the question by suit, 
if  necessary. H e subsequently informed me that an agreed 
case between one of the claimants and himself, in behalf of the 
school fund, was submitted to the D istrict Court, and decided 
in his favor. The language of the law I think is sufficiently 
elear on the subject. In  some counties the question has been 
raised whether these fines shall be received by the F und Com
missioners in county orders P I  am informed by a gentleman 
from Clinton county that it was decided, at a re'cent term of the 
court in that county, that they should be paid in cash. In  most 
-cases however they have been paid in county orders. The Fund 
Commissioner of Dubuque county reports the sum of $1,070 
65  of this class of funds on hand, and suggests that it would 
be injudicious to apportion it next spring, from the consideration 
that it is fifty per cent below par. The following is an extract 
from his letter, accompanying his re p o r t:

“ M y report shows $2,037 39 “ money appropriated and not 
paid over”— to w i t : arising from taxes $693, from in terest on 
permanent fund $256 07, and from all other sources $1,888 32—  
of this latter sum $1,070 65 is in Dubuque county orders, and 
is not available, unless at a sacrifice of one half. I  am of opin
ion that the interest of the school fund will be advanced, by 
holding these orders till the full amount can be realized, which 
w ill probably be in the course of three years.”

I t is worthy of remark that the A uditor’s report shows a very 
heavy increase in the revenue of this county during the past 
year.

A  case has been presented by the Fund Commissioner of 
Davis county, as follows : an individual was indicted for a 
breach of the laws, and gave security for his appearance. The 
recognizance was forfeited, and judgm ent obtained for the re 
covery of two forfeitures of $200 each. Execution was issued 
to the sheriff, and returned by him, with the property levied
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upon endorsed ppon it, without making the money, which ap
pears to have been done in conformity with the instructions of 
the prosecuting attorney. The matter was subsequently com
promised by the county commissioners, by receiving the sum of 
$100 in full for costs in the case. As this money would have 
accrued to the school fund, the Fund Commissioner considered it 
his duty to lay it before you. 1 presume all necessary infor
mation concerning it can be obtained from the representation 
from that county.

By the 29th section of the law I am required, “annually on 
the first day of January, to transmit to each School Fund Com
missioner the amount of the proceeds of the permanent fund 
which w ere apportioned for distribution to his county, under 
the provisions of the twenty-eighth section of this act.” I t will 
be remembered that the first of January of each year is the day 
on which the interest on the permanent fund is to be paid to the 
F und Commissioners, and consequently, being unadvised of the 
amount paid in, I  could not transmit to them the amount appor
tioned to each one that day. In  anticipation of your action in 
the*matter, I  have requested them to make a special report of 
the interest paid in on the first of January next, as early there
after as possible.

On the 10th of August last, I  addressed a letter to the Com
missioner of the General Land Office relative to the five per cent, 
fund, and was advised by him, under date of August 25,1848, 
that the account had been adjusted up to December 31, 1847, 
showing a balance to the credit of the State of $16,422 05, 
and that I  would be informed by the F irs t Comptroller of the 
T reasury  of the necessary means to be adopted to obtain it.— 
Having received no intelligence from the Comptroller, I address
ed him a letter under date of November 25, 1848. (See copy 
of correspondence marked G .)

The Trustees of the U niversity met on the 20th ultimo. In 
determining their respective terms of service the result was as 
follow s:

M essrs. Briggs, Gower, Lyon, Foster, and Bates two years; 
S tarr, Matson, Parvin, Vincent, and M cCrory four years ; and 
Achison, Woodward, Snyder, Downey and Carleton six years.
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M r. Vincent I am informed lias removed from the State.
They have decided that the organization of the literary de>- 

partment is inexpedient till they are enabled to realize revenue 
sufficient for the purpose from the sale of the U niversity lands, 
but have resolved to organize the law and medical departments 
as soon as the necessary arrangements can be made, upon con
ditions that the attendant expenses shall be met without drawing 
upon the permanent fund. A  number of gentlemen of both 
professions have volunteered their services to carry such an ar
rangement into effect at an early day. This is certainly both a 
noble and a practical enterprise, for it will be borne in mind that 
these departments are se lf supporting in their character. W e 
have some of the first order of talent in the country among the 
legal and medical men of our State, and there is no good reason 
w hy a thorough course of lectures may not be delivered in each 
of these departments the ensuing w inter, the present season be
ing too far advanced. Indeed I  feel fully assured that it will be 
done. W ere it not for the fear of protracting this report to too 
great a length, I  would like to present some facts to show the 
necessity of such a project. I  w ill simply add that, from an es
timate made by a committee, appointed to confer with the Board, 
out of 272 practicing physicians in the State, 182 are without 
the evidence of qualification. The result in reference to the le
gal profession would doubtless be similar. Only a small por
tion of the U niversity lands have been selected by the agent. I  
am advised by a letter from him ,that he is now actively engaged 

_in prosecuting the work, and will be at the Capitol some time in 
January . The selections thus far made, are said to be of the 
best quality. I t will be important in filling the vacancies of tlje 
Board of Trustees, to select a quorum adjacent to the seat of the 
institution.

I would suggest the propriety of providing for the collection 
of a State Cabinet, for the use of the University, under the di
rection of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. The geol
ogy, and mineralogy of our own State would afford some of the 
most beautiful and valuable specimens. I  feel assured that our 
citizens would take pride in promoting such an enterprise. A
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small appropriation, would be necessary to construct temporary 
cases in one of the public rooms.

I  conceive it but an act of justice that something should be 
done for the colored population of Iowa. W e have but few of 
them among us, yet some of them own valuable property, upon 
which they are compelled to pay a school tax, without participa
ting in the distribution. They should certainly be rumunerated, 
and w here it is not possible to establish schools for their bene
fit, they should be paid their apportionment of the school money, 
upon condition that it should be applied to purposes for which it 
was designed, w ith the privilege of employing teachers them
selves.

In  order to remove the continued source of perplexity, which 
has attended our operations during the past year, I  would re
spectfully recommend the passage of a special act by the Gener
al Assembly, at an early day, recognizing all regularly organized 
districts, which have reported the number of persons between the 
ages of 5 and 21 years, either by regular or special reports 
prior to this date, as entitled to their apportionment of the school 
money', upon the faith of said reports, giving them power to ap
ply for, and receive the same at any time previous to the first of 
Ju ly , 1849, when the provisions of the 11th section have been 
complied w ith. Also providing for the distribution, among said 
districts, of the county school tax in M arch next, and ail funds 
then in the hands of the Fund Commissioners, county Treasur
ers, or of any of the school officers, designed to be disbursed an
nually' for the support of schools, giving to each district the priv
ilege of dividing the same between the two past years, and of ap
propriating to each school, where they have had more than one 
in a district, such proportion thereof as a majority of the electors 
may determine.

Through the politeness of the Hon. Christopher Morgan, Su
perintendent of Common Schools of the State of New York, and 
the Hon. Horace Mann, formerly Secretary of the Board of Ed
ucation of the State of M assachusetts, I  have been furnished with 
the last annual report of their respective States, together with a 
volume of N ew  York School law, forms and instructions for the 
present year. M r. W . W . Garner, of our own State, has also
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favored me with a volume of the revised school law  of Ohio.—  
These documents I find replete with interesting information, and 
regret that time will not allow me to present many valuable sta
tistics which might be gathered from them.

It is desirable that there should be some uniformity in the se
lection of books to be used in our schools. By our present law 
no .particular text books are designated, nor is it made the duty 
of any officer to recommend them. I  think it would be judicious 
for the General Assembly to make a selection themselves, or to 
authorize the Superintendent to do so. It would certainly tend 
to increase the interest in the schools, and to diminish the labor 
of teachers. In  view of the present irregularity in this partic
ular, no inducement is offered for the introduction of the latest 
and most improved works. Able and experienced literary  men 
have labored for years in arranging a series of text books, w ell 
adapted for the instruction of youth, and if we wish to avail 
ourselves of the result of their investigations, w e must adopt 
as far as practicable some one of the excellent systems which 
have been prasented. Some very  popular works have recently 
emanated from the pen of George R. Perkins A. M . Professor o f 
Mathematics in the N ew Y crk  State Normal School. I  observe 
that W ebster’s Quarto Dictionary (unabridged,) revised by 
Professor Chauncey A . Goodrich, of Yale College, is attracting 
the attention of the friends of common schools in the eastern 
States. In  some of them it is extensively introduced. The 
w ork is spoken of in terms of the highest commendation by the 
press and literary men, both in this country and in Europe..—■ 
Nothing would afford me more pleasure than to see at least one 
oopy of it procured by each of the schools in this State, as the 
foundation of a library. This would enable us to establish a 
uniform standard of orthography, which is certainly an impor
tant consideration. The w ork is very much reduced in price, 
w ith the view' of bringing it into general use. The following 
extract from the London L iterary Gazette of A pril 1, 1848, is 
■worthy of special notice:

The original edition of the Jlmcrican Dictionary is too well 
known and appreciated in England to require us to dwell at 
length on its plan and execution. In the present edition F rof.
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Goodrich Las been ably assisted by several eminent men, each 
distinguished in his own sphere of inqu iry ; and the result is in 
the highest degree satisfactory. The w ork is a noble monument 
of erudition, and indefatigable research ; and the style and accu
racy of its topography would do honor to the press of any coun
try  in Europe. This volume must find its way into all our pub
lic and good private libraries, for it provides the English student 
w ith a mass of the most valuable information, which he would in 
vain seek for elsew here.”

By the kindness of M r. R. Spaulding, book-seller and sta
tioner, Dubuque, Iowa, I have been supplied with a set of Astro
nomical maps, prepared by Professor H . Matson, of N ew  York, 
w ith an accompanying volume of explanations, of some two 
hundred pages to which I  would invite the special attention of 
the General Assembly and the friends of education. I t may be 
thought by some that the science of Astronomy is too intricate 
for children, but no conclusion can be more erroneous. The 
mind is formed for research and investigation, and nothing is bet
te r calculated to excite the admiration and fix the attention of 
■children, and lead them to contemplate their present and future 
destiny, than an examination of the wonderful and harmonious 
mechanism of the universe which is daily unfolded to their view. 
The design of the author of this w ork has been so to simplify 
and illustrate the subject, as to bring it within the comprehen
sion of the smallest children embraced within our school. Too 
much cannot be said in favor of this valuable production, and I 
hope I  am not too sanguine in flattering myself that it will soon 
be introduced in the schools of Iowa. The maps will serve as 
an ornament to our school rooms, and occasional exercises up
on them, will tend to Break the monotony consequent upon the 
prosecution of less interesting studies.

The American manuel, designed for the use of schools and 
acadamies, by Joseph Bartlett Burleigh, A. M ., a member of the 
Baltimore bar, and President of Newton College, with marginal 
exercises, and an invaluable series of statistical and biographi
cal tables, is a a w ork of paramount interest to American youth. 
I t presents in a condensed and explicit form a fund of infor
mation, which could only be acquired by unwearied application
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unci laborious research  w ithout it. T he  au thor is a practical 
teacher of tw en ty  years experience, and is a zealons and devo
ted friend  to the cause o f un iversal education.

T H E  SC H O O L  L A W .
I  have re fe rred  to m any of the defects of the above law  to 

w hich  m y attention has been  called by w ritten  and verbal infor
mation. I t  is not to be expected Under ex isting  circum stances 
tha t any system  can be adopted w hich w ill be en tire ly  free  from 
objection. I  w ould  recom m end how ever the repeal of the p res
ent law ,and the passage of a new  one,retaining as far as practicable 
the nam es by w hich the respective  officers are  now  designated 
and the general outlines of the presen t law . T h e  idea tha t the 
more concise the law  is made the better it w ill subserve  our p u r
poses, is certain ly  erroneous. T he various duties req u ired  of 
the respective  officers acting u nder it, should be definitely and 
minutely set forth . In  th is position, I  th ink  tha t I  am sustained 
by th e  experience and practice of older States. T h e  school law  
of P ennsy lvan ia  com prises a  volum e of some twenty pages, that 
of N ew  Y o rk , (acknow ledged  to be one of the best in ex is ten ce) 
about fo r ty , and that of Ohio about seiienty. M uch  inconvenience 
has been experienced  d u rin g  the past sum m er for the  w an t of a 
sufficient num ber o f copies of the school law . W h en  I  en tered  
upon my duties in  the  sp ring , I  received 500 copies from  the 
S ecretary  of State. I  had a corresponding num ber of the am end
m ents p rin ted , and attached the tw o together, and d is tribu ted  
them  th rough  the several counties, B eing p rin ted , how ever, 
m erely in  pamphlet fo rm , they  are liable soon to  be destroyed .—  
I  w ould recom m end th a t the new  law s should be pub lished  in 
a substantially bound volume, em bracing the constitu tion  of the 
State, the several acts o f C ongress for our admission into the U n 
ion, and for g ran ts o f land, w hich have been app rop ria ted  for 
the use of schools, w ith  the accom panying instructions, o f the 
com m issioner of th e  genera l land office, under w hich  th e  same 
are  to be selected. I  w ould suggest also the p rop rie ty  of m ak
ing  it the  du ty  of th e  S uperin tenden t of P ub lic  In s tru c tio n  to 
p rep are  b lank form s for all reports requ ired  of the respective  
school officers, and to g ive from tim e to tim e such instructions as 
may be best calculated to settle and harm onize the varie ty  of 
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constructions it may receive. A  volume of this kind would be 
much more likely to be preserved, and transmitted by each offi
cer to his successor. Each officer connected with the school 
system should receive a ju st and equitable compensation— pro
portionate to the services he is compelled to perform, which 
should not be left to the discretion of other officers, but fixed  ly  
law. They should also be required to act under bond and oath, 
subject to penalty for neglect of duty. It cannot be expected in 
the present unsettled state of the country, that they should man
ifest that zeal and energy which is positively necessary in the in
fancy of our school system, without remuneration.

T H E  SCHOOL F U N D  LA W .
Experience has shown that the above law is impracticable.—  

W e have at present thirty-two organized counties in the State, 
-and consequently a corresponding number of Fund Commission
ers, who have the management and disposition of the school fund. 
B ut few of them have furnished a statement of their contingent 

-expenses and the amount allowed for salary by the county com
m issioners. By the account curren t of the Fund Commissioner, 
of Dubuque county, they amount, including the y ear 1847, up 
-to November 1st, 1848, to $554 30. This is probably too high 
for an average, though some of them are doubtless more. But. 
suppose them to average $200 00 per annum, (which will 
scarcely justify  an individual in attending to the business prop
e r ly )  they will amount to $6,400 00. By reference to state- . 
m ent F . of this report, it will be seen that the average expense 
of allotting and appraising the 16th sections, as fa r as reported, 
in fo u r  counties, is $82  12. This multiplied by the number of 
counties makes $2,627 84, which added to the pay of Fund 
Commissioners gives a total of $9,027 84 to be paid annually 
for the sale of school lands and the disposition of school funds. 
T he number of organized counties will be doubled at no very 
distant day, and consequently this expense instead of being di
minished, will be annually increased. Beside this, the business 
is now scattered and is much more liable to derangement than 
it would be if concentrated in the hands of one competent officer, 
and if once deranged, it will be a difficult matter to unravel it, 
where so many are concerned. The selection of school landi is
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attended with great delay and some uncertainty. The object de
signed to be accomplished in the manner of disposing of the 
500,000 acre grant (the  creation of an immediate revenue) has 
been thw arted by the introduction of land warrants, and it doe's 
not appear w ise longer to perpetuate the system. O ur school 
fund is of the most liberal character. I t will probably amount 
to $2,000,000 when the school lands are all disposed of. I t  is 
almost needless to say that the prudent and economical adminis
tration of this department of our sehool system is a m atter of 
vital concern, involving the success of all our fu ture operations. 
I t is in view of these facts and responsibilities that I  have de
termined to recommend the repeal of the present school fund 
law, and the creation of the office of State School Fund Commis
sioner, to. be kept at the seat of government. This officer should 
select the rem ainder of the 500,000 acre grant, attend to the 
sale of all school lands in the State, and invest the perm anent 
fund as the G eneral Assembly may direct. A  compensation of 
about $2000 00 per annum would enable him to employ a com
petent clerk, and to visit the different counties, examine, allbt, 
appraise ai)d sell the school lands in person ; and'also to loan the 
school money, giving to each county in the State, such proportion 
as it should be entitled to by some convenient rule established 
by law for making the dividend.

W e certainly should profit by the sad experience of some of 
the other States in the management of their school fund, and I 
believe a m ajority o f them have settled upon a plan sim ilar to 
the one recommended, as the most judicious. The project of 
creating a State Land Office has been spoken of. In the event 
this is done, it w ould  doubtless curtail expenses stilf fu rther to 
embrace the school lands in it. The friends of education, in 
view  of your present session, have been induced to- withhold 
their exertions, and have looked forward w ith the most intense 
anxiety, to this, as the auspicious period, when they should re
ceive relief, and I  cannot suffer myself to indulge the belief that 
you will re tu rn  to your constituency, till' they have fully reali
zed their expectations. The expenses of legislation constitute 
w ith some a sufficient reason for hurrying and even for neglect
ing the most important business  ̂ but this is nothing when com-
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pared with the vital interests to be protected and fostered by it, 
and it is unreasonable to conclude that any thing of utility can 
be accomplished without mature, deliberation.

By the abstract of the Fund Commissioners’ reports it will be 
seen that our organization is yet iniperfect. They all assign as 
a reason for this, in their accompanying letters, the absence of 
in terest on the part of the subordinate officers and the people. 
This apathy was to be anticipated under the circumstances.—  
W e may reasonably expect, however, that a few years experi
ence will bring about a more favorable state of things. By the 
adoption of the above plan for the management of the school 
fund, the financial and educational interest of the system will be 
separated, and the Superintendent can devote his time more ex
clusively to the organization of school districts, and the estab
lishment of schools. I  purpose devoting the greater portion of 
the coming year to this portion of the labor assigned me, and 
shall endeavor to visit every portion of the State. As a people 
w e are not alive to our own interests in treating a subject of 
such magnitude w ith neglect and indifference. Nothing will 
have a stronger tendency to induce the industrious and enterpri- 
zing portion of community, who are emigrating from the older 
States, to seek a home among us than the assurance that a 
lively interest is manifested, and that ample provisions have been 
made for the promotion of this desirable object. W e have no 
reason to be discouraged thus far, and our future prospects are 
of the most cheering character. W e are naturally biased by lo
cal prejudices, but aside from this, I  feel warranted in saying 
that the fairest portion of creation has been assigned us. It is 
indeed pleasant to contemplate our future glory and prosperity 
as a State. O ur eastern and w estern boundary, each some two 
hundred miles in extent, is formed by the most important navi
gable streams in the world, thus affording as an outlet for our 
products north to the manufacturing regions of Minnesota, north
w est to the fertile plains of Nebraska, and south to the throng
ed commercial marts of the lower M ississippi and the Gulf ot 
M exico. O ur communication w ith the Atlantic coast also, 
through the medium of rail roads and the great lakes of the 
north, will soon be almost direct. Sixteen years ago the scene
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of rural enchantment which surrounded the home of the savage, 
w ithin our present limits, was first disturbed by the approach of 
civilization, and now we have a hardy and enterprizing popu
lation of 140,000 souls, prosecuting w ith vigor and energy the 
various arts of agriculture, and daily extending their trade and 
commerce w ith the adjacent States. A nd still the eye of the 
w estern emigrant is fixed on Iowa, and scarcely a day passes 
but we welcome the adventurous pioneer to a home w ithin h er 
borders. N ature seems to have clothed herself in her fairest 
robes to receive us, and may we not confidently expect that the 
day is not far distant when seminaries of learning, dotted here 
and there, over the entire area ef our State, w ill add to the love
liness of the scene. The craggy steeps, the sunnv vales, the 
chrystal fountains, the m urm uring brooks, the roaring cataracts, 
the leafy groves and the fertile prairies appear to have con
spired together to render us happy, and await the hand of art to 
bring them into requisition, that we may reap a rich rew ard for 
our toil. But all this will avail us nothing, lest we as a people 
act well our part.

i  transm it herew ith a copy of each of the circulars and blank 
forms, numbered from one to tw elve inclusive, issued from this 
oflice prior to this date, together w ith the bills for printing the 
same.

W ith the sincere wish that prudence and tig ilance may char
acterize all your deliberations, and that you may be conducted to 
the w isest and best conclusions in the consideration of this mo
mentous subject,

I  am, very  respectfully,
Y our obedient servant,

TH O M A S  H . B E N T O N  J r .
Superintendent of Public Instruction.



(A)

A S T A T E M E N T  exhibiting the amount of the permanent School Fund, and the manner in which the same is 
invested, and the number of acres of School Land which have been sold, and the proceeds thereof, as shown 
by the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November 1, 1848.

C O UNTIES.
Permanent fund and how  invested. Sales o f 16th Sections. 

•  ..... Sales o f  500,000 acre grant.

Loaned on Land sold Number of Amount ini Amount on Number of Amount in 1 Credit o f  3 Credit o f
real estate. on credit. On hand. acres. cash. credit. acres. cash. months. 10 years.

Appanoose, No sales.
Benton, *134 68 397 72 200 00 99.18 49 04 147 72 360 200 00 5000 20000
Buchanan, No sales.
Cedar, 640 00 2,049 50 256 50 1,000 896 50 2,049 50
Clayton, f2551 15 13 65 1,440 1,882 20 640 801 00
Clinton, 103 20 309 30 160 103 20 309 30
Dallas, No report
Des Moines, 8,167 48 6,712 74 166 52 3,907 8,253 00 6,712 74 320 81 00 320 00
Davis, 1,282 58 1,740 04 1,800 3,022 62 1,740 04
Delaware, 255 00 1,150 00 6 00 640 250 00 750 00 320 8000 320 00
D ubuque,' 4,093 56 5,973 27 6,154.85 4,344 65 4,851 89 1,040 178 62 8138 1,040 00
Henry, 3,435 91 5,484 851 3,640 3,435 91 5,484 85
Iowa, No sales.
Jasper, No report •
Jackson, No sales. ~

Jefferson, 1,536 75 4,785 52 893 I? 2,990 1,929 92 4,785 52 .
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Johnson, 1,038 33 2,952 91 28 84 1,347.75 998 02 2,994 961
Jones, 772 81 5,038 43 12 50 1,187 452 81 1,358 43i 3,200 32000 48000 3,200 Cd
Keokuk, 600 00 1,959 00 53 00 1,440 653 00 1,959 ooj
I.ee, 5,093 30 7,841 36 120 00 6,680 5,093 30 7,841 36
Finn, 950 00 6 00 760 190 00 760 00
I-ouisa, 2,305 00 4,777 22 2,830 2,325 71 4,502 42 640 160 00 640 00
M ahaska. J 815 00 4,389 22 680.90 292 70 629 22 3,366.75 160 00 560 00 3,20000
M arion, 2,718 66 2,358 SO 3,600 2,829 50 1,718 50 640 16000 64000
Monroe, 807 00 890 00 25 00 960 337 50 982 50 320 80 00 320 00
M uscatine, 748 75 803 62 79 67 733.75 679 87 864 62
Polk, 744 00 4,005 72 413 50 652.50 197 65 502 00 3,291.38 25000 540 73 3,16299
Powesheik, No sale.
Scott, 1,263 25 2,667 51 131 66 1,280 1,332 49 2.667 51
Van Burcn, 2,876 93 3,755 02j §194 43
Washington, 1,919 00 3,728 02 568 75 2,797 2,684 75 3,728 021
Wapello, 5,119 3l! 6,379 65 121 56 2,208.61 1,563 93j 2,696 88 7,041.67 61288 777 57 5,561 71

48018 65j81099 12 2790 75 48228 54U8608 27 59276 08! 21939.80 2,763 50 2,99968 19364 71

* Sixty-three dollars and sixty-two cents in hands of predecessor.
f  Including $105 County School Tax for 1847, and deducting compensation for services, 223 50, invested 

‘: as the school law directs.”
X $281 12 “ amount on former contracts paid former School Fund Commissioner,” not included,
§ Including interest received on permanent fund-
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A STATEMENT of money appropriated annually by law and paid over forthe support of schools, and the source 
fron^ which the some accrued, as shown by the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November 1, 1848.

COUNTIES.

Appanoosee, - 
Benton, - - 
Buchanan, 
Cedar, - - 
Clayton,
Clinton, - - 
Dallas,
Des Moines, - 
Davis, - 
Delaware, - 
Dubuque, - 
Henry, - 
Iowa 
Jasper,
Jackson, - 
Jefferson, 
Johnson, - 
Jones,
Keokuk, -

County 
school tax.

$1,575 25

606 43 

No report. 

40 62 

154 31

In terest on 
permanent 

fund.

$1,313 00

73 05

30 00

M ilitary
fines.

Fines for ) Sale of 
breach of the water 

laws. crafts.

$97 00

30 00

Sale of 
lost 

goods.
Sale o f e- 
strays.

Volunta- I Groce
r>: E(ub- licensef scnption. |

$50 00 
114 50 
102 95

$16 67 575 99

297 73

$548 75
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Lee, 1,000 00
Linn, - 76 90*
Louisa, - 192 52

£rMahaska, 
Marion, - 89 65 17 40
Monroe, 27 67 16 26
Muscatine,
Polk, - - 93 11 17 37
Poweshiek,
Scott, - 258 08
Van Buren 53 76f
Washington, 
Wapello, - -

233 90
221 96 9 21

$4,623 26 $1,476 29

#Tax for 1846 reported from three townships 
f  “Public fund.” source not stated.

20 00 18 00

5 00

42 50 24 99

$194 50 $59 66

129 10 
661 93 
154 13

270 00 
421 40
851 331 
206 571

3,835 63[$548 75

J2
M
ir .
M
'2V.
K"*
Hh*!
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( t )

A STA TEM EN T of money appropriated annually bylaw and still on hand for the support of schools and the source 
from which the some accrued, as shown by the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November 1, 1848.

C O UNTIES. County 
school tax.

Interest on 
permanent 

fund.
Appanoose, - - $  5 35
Benton, - - 9 55
Buchanan, - -
Cedar, - -
Clayton, - *149 89 $  165 41
Clinton, - -
Dallas, No report.
Des Moines, -
Davis, - 163 00 105 50
Delaware, 149 96 ■87 50
Dubuque, - 693 00 256 07
Henry, -
Iowa 7 46
Jasper, No report.
Jackson, -
Jefferson,
Johnson, -
Jones, 56 00 }24 00
Keokuk, -

MiKtarv I FineS for I Sale o f  M“ ltary  'breach o f the ! waterfines. laws. crafts.

Sa'e ®f  |Sale o f e-j Volunta-
losf strays. TV t f 3' goods, j 3 jscription.

Grocery
license.

$ 52 00 $36 30

f 1,088 32

5 00
!

$65  00
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Fee, 217 00
Linn, r r 237 68
Louisa, - - - 38 47
Mahaska,
Marion, -
Monroe, 10 05
Muscatine,
Polk, -
Poweshiek,
Scott, - 41 92 20 50
Van Buren,
Washington,
Wapello,

$1,779 37 $708 98

#School tax for 1848—not collected. 
fFrom different sources, not designated. 
J in  hands of predecessor.

60 21

i

i

$1,155 32 $60 21 $36 30 1  j  $65 00
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(»)
A  S T A T E M E N T  e x h ib it in g  th e  n u m b er o f  o rg a n iz e d  d is tr ic ts ,  p e rso n s  b e tw e e n  th e  a g es  o f five an d  tw e n ty -o n e  y e a rs ,  sch o o ls  

ta u g h t,  p u p ils  ta u g h t,  te a c h e rs  e m p lo y e d , d ay s  p u p ils  h ave  b e e n  ta u g h t,  and  th e  av e rag e  p a y  o f  te a c h e rs  p e r  m o n th , as  sh o w n  b y  
th e  re p o r ts  o f  th e  S choo l F u n d  C o m m issio n e rs , N o v em b er 1, 1848.

C O U N T IE S . F u n d  C o m m issi 
io n n e rs .

N u m b er o f 
o rg a n iz e d  
d is tr ic ts .

N o . o f  p e rso n s  
b e tw e e n  5 and  

tw e n ty -o n e .

N o . o f  
schoo ls .

Vo. o f  pu - 
rils  ta u g h t.

N u m b e r o f 
te a ch e rs  

em p loyed .

A v e ra g e  p a y  o f 
te a c h e rs .

N u m b er o f  day  
p u p ils  h a v e  beei 

ta u g h t.
m aleii’em afe M ale . F e m a le .

A p p a n o o se , D. P . S p a rk s , o’” 224
B en to n , F . I I . K ey s, 3 73
B u ch a n a n , S. P . S to u g h to n , 1 130 $12 Co $ 6  GO 130
C ed a r, W illia m  M aso n , 788 123 7111
C la y to n , E . P r ic e , 14 403 5 127 1 5 2390
C lin to n , A . R . B isse ll, 21 526 6 526 14 00 C 00 7043
D es  M o in es , W m . W a lk e r , 59 4645
D av is , H . D u n la v v , 1812 300
D e la w a re , J o h n  B enson ,. 14 436 12 266
D u b u q u e , M . M b le y , 20 1280 6 82 12 60 540
H e n ry ,  - A . M cK in n e y , 10 2628 606 14 o 15 00 10 00
Io w a , J .  W y ck o ff, 1 42 *
J a s p e r , W . W . F u rg u so n .
J a c k s o n , W . H u b b e li, 21 800 11 325 9642
Je ffe rso n , F. M. A lle n , 52 2988 300 9519
J o h n so n , E li  M y e rs , 19 1022 8 527 8 3 11582
J o n e s , J .  A . S eq res t, 20 694 4 122 5338
K e o k u k , J .  B . W h is le r , 24 1286
L e e , W m . S te w a r t, 95 5573 1434 35 2 54695
L in n , A . B ro w n , 1221 I 195 1 ■ 9517
L o u isa , O liv e r B en to n , 33 1588 9 403 9

■
19869
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M ahaska, P. L . Crossm an, 37 1516
M aricn , J. B. H am ilton, 27 1125
M onroe, I. M . R ichardson, 11 367
M uscatine, 1360
P o lk , T hos. M cM ullen, 752
Pow esh iek , W.  H . Barnes, 4 72
Scott, H . P rice , 23 1085
V an B uren, S. C layton, 73 3256
W ashington, N . P. Cooper, 30 1372
AVapello, Joseph  M yers, 5 2382

673 41446

0

8 274 8 1 520
2242

473 11910

421 15900
13606

29 620 21 8 25 00 12 00 20692
7 253 5 2 14 61 7 00 5868

105 7077 101 23 $92 61 $41 00 211474 THE 
SEN
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(E) .

A  S T A T E M E N T  showing the number- of persons in the fol
lowing counties between the ages of live and twenty-one 
years, returned by special reports :
Benton - - - - - - - -  89
H enry, - - - - - - - - - 177
Johnson, - - - - - . . .  277
Linn, - - - - - . . .  - - 1 1 3
Van Burefi, - - - - - - -  333

Total, - -  - -  - .  .  . 9 5 8

(E)

A  S T A T E M E N T  showing the amount of expenses incurred for 
allotting and appraising the 16th sections, in the following 
counties :
Clinton, - - -  - -  - -  76 00
Jefferson,* (one tow nship,) - - - - 26 75
Johnson, (s ix  tow nships,) - - - - - 48 50
Louisa,-)- - - - - - - -  19g 25
M uscatine, - - - - - - -  64 00*

$411 50

*Seventy-seven days reported in addition to the above, with
out stating the price.

fT h e  sum of $140 00 of the above paid in 1847; balance 
not paid.

(G )

O f f i c e  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n , ) 
Iowa City, Iowa, A ugust 10th, 1848. (

S i r  :— The fourteenth section of an act of the General Assem
bly of Iowa, entitled “ an act to provide for the management Sid
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disposition of the school fund,” approved Feb. 25th, 1847, pro
vides that “ the five per centum upon the net proceeds of the sales 
of the public lands, granted by the United States to this State,shall 
be paid into the hands of the Superintendent of Public In struc
tions, to be disposed of according to-law .” Please advise me 
at your earliest convenience when this account w ith the State 
will be settled, and w hat steps are necessary to be taken relative 
to it. V ery respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
TH O M A S II. B E N T O N , J r .

Superintendent of Public Instruction.
H o n . R. M . Y o u n g ,

Commissioner General Land Office, W ashington City, D. C.

G e n e r a l  L a n d  O f f i c e , )  
A ugust 25th, 1848. ^

S i r  :— In reply to your enquiry of the 10th inst., you are ad
vised that the live per cent fund account between the U uited 
States and the State of Iowa, has been audited at this office, for 
the period commencing the 28th December, 1846, and ending the 
31st December, 1847, and a balance of $16,422 05 reported to 
the F irs t Comptroller of the T reasury as due the State. Y our 
letter has also been referred to that officer, who will advise you 
what measures are necessary to be adopted to bring that amount 
into the State T reasury .

I  am Sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

R IC H A R D  M . Y O U N G , 
Commissioner.

T h o m a s  H. B e n t o n ,  J r . ,  E s q . . ,

Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Iowa City, Iowa.

O f f i c e  o f  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  P u b l i c  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  ) 
Iowa City, Iowa, November 25, 1848. J 

S i r  I was advised by the Commissioner of the General
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Land Office, Under date of August 25,1848, that the amount due 
the State of Iowa, arising from the five per cent, fund account 
between the United States and this State, up to December 31st, 
1847, was $16,422 05, and that you would inform me what 
steps were necessary to be taken in order to obtain it. As I  
have received no intelligence from your department as yet, have 
the kindness to advise me at your earliest convenience on the 
subject. Please refer to my correspondence with the Commis
sioner Very Respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
THOM AS H. BENTON, J r ., ' 

Superintendent of Public Instruction.
F i r s t  C o m p t r o l l e r ,

Treasury Department,
* Washington City, D. C,
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REPORT 

t ) F  T H E  B O A R D  O F PUB LIC W O R KS.

O F F IC E  O F T H E  BO A RD  O F PUBLIC W O R K S. j!
A g e n c y  C i t y , D e c e m b e r  1, 1848.

To His Excellency Ansel B riggs ,
Governor o f lou-a:

S i r :—It is provided by the 9th section of an act passed during 
the first session of the General Assembly, entitled “ an act creating 
a Board of Public W orks, and providing for the improvement of 
the Des Moines river,” approved F ebrurry  24th, 1847, that “ the 
Board shall make report to the Governor on or before the first 
day of every regular session of the Legislature, giving a full 
statement of all their doings; and recommending such legislative' 
action as they may deem expedient.” In compliance w ith this 
provision we beg leave respectfully to report:

That by certificate of the Secretary of State bearing date the 
7th day of September, A . D. 1847, we were severally informed 
of having been elected President, T reasurer and Secretary of, 
and constituting a Board of Public W orks for the State of Iowa, 
at a general election held on the second day of A ugust next pro
ceeding, and that our bonds previously filed, had been approved 
by the Governor. W e then proceeded to Fairfield, in Jefferson 
county, pursuant to a prior understanding, and held our first 
session as a Board on, the 22d September, 1847, having been 
first qualified on “ oath to the faithful and impartial performance 
of the duties required of us by law ." H ere the responsibility 

43
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a id difficulty of the path which lay before us became very ap
parent. Neither of us possessed the advantage of experience 
in  a similar capacity. W e w ere pioneers in works of internal 
improvement for a young and vigorous state, and without chart 
o r compass, rule or precedent of predecessors to guide us in our 
track . W e knew that the Des Moines river was, if  possible, to 
be made accessible for steamboats to the Raccoon Forks, and we 
knew  that lands had been appropriated for that purpose by act 
of C ongress; but we had no evidence by which to distinguish 
the lands donated from those of the general government, nor any 
report, diagram, or data of those lands having been at all select
ed, as required by law. In  fine, the act of Congress, and the 
act of the General Assembly, w ere the only documents then in 
our possession, or of which we had any knowledge, and it may 
be as well to say here that our difficulties w ere greatly amelior
ated on this and on many other occasions, by the information and 
assistance of Bernhart Henn, Esq., Register of the Fairfield 
land office.

O ur first official act was to inform his Excellency, the Gov- 
■ ernor, of our organization, and to obtain an introduction, through 
him, to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, whom wre 
addressed with a view to such aid and information as may be in 
his power to bestow, and with whom we anticipated frequent 
occasions of correspondence. The Secretary was directed to 
procure authenticated plats from the Surveyor General’s office 
at Dubuque, of all townships supposed to contain lands embrac
ed in the grant, and to communicate with officers of the late T e r
ritorial Government relative to their official transactions in re
gard to those lands ; but we could only learn that commissioners 
had selected the odd sections, and reported the fact to the proper 
department at Washington.

Rules for the entry of land by pre-emption, under the 29th 
section of the act of the General Assembly, aforesaid, were 
adopted at an adjourned meeting, and our President was detailed 
to visit other States for information, and to profft by their expe
rience in slackvvater improvements ; but more especially to em
ploy an engineer of tried and undoubted qualifications in works 
of this character. O ur corporate faculties w ere then in early
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and active motion. We were enabled to grant pre-emptions to 
lands in sixteen townships on the 11th of October, but with the 
expectation, founded on public opinion, that the amount to which 
we were prescribed by-act of Congress would be received in a 
few weeks, and designing in any event to limit these pre-emption 
sales to three month? in advance of a public sale; yet, although the 
office was continued open, with but little intermission, until the 
31st of March following, and thirty-one additional townships 
were exposed for sale in a similar manner about the first of Jan
uary, our receipts had not reached the sum of thirty thousand 
dollars until near the end of six months.

The 27th section of the act says, “ Any person who, on the 
first day of January 1847 was, by the then existing laws of this 
State, entitled to a claim upon the lands in this actmentioned, or 
who shall at the time of entering the same, be the owner of such 
claim, shall have the right to enter the same in legal subdivis
ions of not less than forty acres, unless it be a fractional quar
ter, at the price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre ; and 
the provisions of the several pre-emption laws of Congress, 
passed since the first of June 1838, and all the privileges and 
benefits thereby granted, are extended to the settlers on said 
lands as far as the same are applicable, and the same rules and 
regulations shall be observed in the entry and sale of said lands 
by the Board.”

The law in this case determines the minimum quantity at for
ty acres, but leaves the maximum  to be inferred, or determined 
by the Board. The “ several laws of Congress” admit of one 
hundred and sixty acres, but “ the then existing laws of this 
State” have recognized a claim of three hundred and twenty 
acres. Many members of the legislature gave it as their deci- 
ced opinion that not more than one hundred and sixty acres were 
contemplated by the act., A  mature consideration of the subject 
brought us to the conclusion that the interests of the settlers, and 
of the improvement, would be promoted by extending the pre
emption to a claim of three hundred and twenty acres, whether 
in regular or detached tracts ; provided it were held on the first 
day of January, 1847, “ according to the then existing laws of 
this State.” We therefore adopted the following form of proof
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to be filed in the office, with the addition of a quit-claim deed in 
cases of transfer since the first of January, 18-17.

(F O R M  A .)
I, A . B . of ' county, Iowa,

D o solemnly (sw ear or affiym) that I am the head of a family, (or  
a single man over twenty-one years of age as the case may b e,) 
and have never had the benefit of gny right of pre-emption on the. 
land appropriated by A ct of Congress for the improvement o f  
the D es M oines R iver, nor have I sold, transferred, or quit
claimed any part of these lands on w hich a right of pre-emption 
could be obtained through me. That I am now’ the owner of the

quarter of
section N o. iu Township N o , N . of
Range N o. W . of the 5th P , M ., and that ( I
or C, D . ) was entitled to a claim thereon on tlje first of January, 
1847, according to the then existing laws of the State of Ipwa. 
That (I , or h e ) had not neglected nor abandoned this claim for 
six  months preceding, the first day of January, 1847, and that 
during that time it was marked put so that the boundaries there- 
ofcou ld  be readily traced, and its extent easily knpw’n, and that 
my or his claim did not exceed in number of acres the amount 
limited to one person according to the custom of the neighbor
hood in w hich it is situated. A . B.

I, E . F . do solemnly (sw ear or affirm) that I know the facts 
set forth in the foregoing (affidavit, or affirmation) to bp true and 
correct, pnei that I am not interested in the clainv E . F .

OFFICE OF THE BOARD. OF PUBLIC WORKS A T  ?
184 . $

I , ----------- , Secretary of the Board of Public W orks, (or J. P .
as the case may b e) do hereby certify that the above w ere  
taken and subscribed before me this day. That the tract de
scribed contains acres, and that the price agreed up
on is $ 1 ,2 5  per acre. Secretary.

A  sale or transfer of “ any part of these lands” was not de
signed as a bar to invalidate a right of pre-emption, but to elicit 
a fact, in order to guard against a pre-emption to more than 
• 520 acres bv proxv 1 A  c ve ry  scon discovered that quit-
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claim deeds w ere  not as common as w e had im agined, b u t that 
most o f the assignees w ho  applied for p re-em ption  had come in 
to possession by verbal tran sfe r. W e then  adopted the follow ing 
form for cases of th is character, w ithout regard  to deeds :

I , A . B ,, o f county, Iow a, do solem nly
sw ear that I  am (as  th e  cage m ay be, as in  form A .)  and have 
never had the benefit o f any righ t of pre-em ption  on the lands 
appropriated  by act o f C ongress for the im provem ent o f the  D es 
M oines r iv e r , nor have I.so ld , tran sferred , or quit-claim ed any 
part of these lands on w hich a r ig h t pf' p re-em ption  could be ob
tained th rough  me, and tha t I  am Uow the  und isputed  ow ner of 
the q u arte r of section N o. in
tow nship  N o. N , of range N o. W . of the 5 th
p rinc ipa l m erid ian . A , B .

I , C. D ,, do solem nly sw ear that E . F . w as entitled  to a claim on 
the land described  in  the foregoing affidavit,on the  first, day of Jan . 
1847, and for six  m onths nex t p receding, and d u rin g  tha t tim e 
it  w as m arked  out so th a t the boundaries th e reo f could be read 
ily traced , and its ex ten t easily know n, and tha t his claim did not 
exceed in  num ber of acres the am ount lim ited to one person  ac
cording to the custom of the neighborhood in  w hich  it is situated  
and tha t the rig h t w h ich  the said E . F . held  to the said trac t is 
now in the above nam ed A . B . by reg u la r tran sfe r and sale, and 
that I am not in terested  in  the claim. C . D .

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS A T  >
184 . S

I , ----------- S ecre tary  o f the B oard of Public  W orks , (o r  J .  P .
as the case may b e )  do hereby  certify  tha t the foregoing affida
vits w ere  tak en  and subscribed  to before me this day. T h a t the
trac t above described  c o n ta in s ---------- acres, and tha t the p rice
agreed upon is $1  25  p e r acre . S ecre tary .

T hese form s apply, or may be adapted, to any of the cham e
leon shades w hich  claims have assum ed in  the D es M oines v a l
ley, and it w ill readily  be perceived  tha t he w ho cannot prove 
a righ t to claim under one or the other o f these form s, can have 
no right, for the most superficial claim w ill be recognized by
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some one, and this one is sufficient for his w itness. N either 
should any one who does not wish to be considered obnoxious 
to the title of “ land speculator” desire more than a half section,.. 
— an amount unknown to any other pre-emption law in existence.

T his proof is certified by the Secretary (as R egister,) to the 
Treasurer, (as.,Receiver,) and on payment being made that officer 
issues the following receipt in duplicate.

OFFICE OK THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AT .

N o.  Received from A . Bi o f  county, Iowa, the sum
' o f  dollars, being in full for t h e  .—  quarter of section

N o . , township N o . N . range No. —.—  W . of the 5th
P . M ., containing ——— acres at $1 25 per acre ; and the land 
above described having been appropriated by aot of Congress, 
approved August 8, 1846, for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Des Moines river, the right of taking such stone as may 
be found necessary to said improvement is hereby reserved to, 
the State of Iow a, without any let or hindrance,

$ ------- T reasurer.

One of these receipts is fded in the office of the Secretary, in., 
proof of the completion of the entry, and the other is retained by 
the purchaser. The following is our joint certificate on which 
a patent shall issue “ signed by the Governor, subject to such 
regulations as may be prescribed by law .”

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF PUBIC WORKS AT ——-----

N o.---------- W e certify that A . B., of — ■— county , ha—•
this day purchased at this office t h e ----------quarter of section
N o.---------- , township No.---------- , range No. , W est of
the 5th principal meridian, being part of the lands appropriated 
by act of Congress, approved A ugust 8, 1846, for the improve
ment of the navigation of the Des Moines river, containing----------
acres, at $1 25 per acre, amounting t o ----------- dollars and for
w hich the said A . B. ha made payment in full as required by
law, after reserving to the State of Iowa, the right of taking and 
using such stone as may be found necessary to said improve
ment without let or hindrance.
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Therefore, be it known that on presentation of this certificate 
to  the Governor of the State of Iowa, the said A. B. shall be enti
tled to receive a patent for the land above described, subject to 
such regulations as may be prescribed by law.

Secretary.
Trteasurer.

The difficulty of procuring a thoroughly competent engineer, 
‘One having experience in w ork o f a character similar to that 
proposed for theD es Moines river, detained the P resident until 
the first w eek in December, but we have the proud satisfaction 
of saying that he has not only succeeded in obtaining the serv i
ces of a gentleman of undoubted qualifications, but one who is 
morally, as well as scientifiically, worthy of entire confidence 
in the line of his profession. W ith the aid of th ree experi
enced assistants, M essrs. W ells, Jacobs and Hayden, and other 
subalterns necessary to a corps, the survey of the river was 
commenced on the 16th of December, 1847, and the persevering 
industry with which Col. Curtis andhis efficient aids prosecuted 
the w ork as high up as Ottumwa, a distance of ninety-three 
miles, during the most inclement season of the year, is w orthy 
of all praise.

W e suspended the further prosecution of the survey above 
Ottumwa in the early part of February, and made a requisition 
on the Chief Engineer for a report of his labors, w ith a view  
to determine the general plan of improvement, and the final lo
cations of dams and locks. I t was found however, that a m ere 
minute examination of the river was neeessary antecedent to the 
report, and this examination was required to be the more criti
cal as many intelligent minds believed that a great portion of this 
distance was not susceptible of improvement in any wray. N or 
w ere they entirely mistaken, as low banks and other impedi
ments precluded the possibility of dams, and we w ere forced to 
the expedient of a side cut, or canal, from St. Francisville, M is
souri, to a point affording sufficient depth of w ater for steam 
boats, about a mile and three quarters from the M ississippi riv 
er, a distance of ten miles. The removal of some snags and 
other drift, from the main channel, or Nassau slough, w ill afford 
free navigation in either or both, from the mouth of the canal to
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th e  M ississipp i, and all the mouths of th e  D es M oines w ill havti 
equal facilities of navigation.

T he  engineer’s rep o rt w as filed on th e  20th  M arch , and w ill 
he  found herew ith , and his suggestions w ere  adopted in the 
m ain. T he general schem e is designed to  afford navigation for 
such  boats q f a m edium  size as ply m ost profitably on the U p
p e r  M ississipp i, and although w e fu lly  appreciate  the m agni
tu d e  of the trade w hich  w ill flow through  this channel at no 
d is tan t day, it is believed that the capacity of the locks and Ca
nal a re  sufficient to obviate the necessity  of those changes and 
en largem ents so vexatious to other States.

T he  priv ileges necessary  to the im provem ent w ere a sotirce 
o f g rea t annoyance at the low'er end of the line, as the lands 
along th e  canal rou te  w ere  th e  p roperty  of individuals, many 
of w hom  w ere  unfriend ly , indifferent, or ignorant of the p ro 
jec t. Conflicting titles existed  to other portions w here the r e 
linqu ishm en t of all parties w as indispensable, and the incubus 
o f “ the H a lf B reed claim ” overhung  the w hole. O n the south 
s ide o f the  riv e r, be tw een  the m outh and the p resen t boundary 
o f Iow a, the lands belong to a s is te r State; T he  river is here  
a common highw ay for all, and th e  im portance of the Work ju s 
tified  th e  co-operation and undivided influence of both S tates.— 
T h e  proposed construction of a side cut on the Iow a side, at first 
c rea ted  anxiety and disaffection among some of the citizens of 
M issou ri, bu t after the w ork  commenced, and the p ropriety  of 
th e  location become obvious, w e are  happy to testify  to the appa
re n t satisfaction and courtesy  v/hich have been manifested by  1 
c itizens of the south side. A  controversy  or conflict betw een 
tw o  neighboring States never appears 16 advance the in terests or 
character of e ither. W e have avoided th is by a cautious regard  
to  the objects o f the appropriation, w ithout listening to the vauge 
rum ors of a few  disaffected and designing persons on either side 
o f the r iv e r. W e shall continue to cultivate the good feeling 
w hich  now  exists, by a scrupulous regard  to the best possible 
location, construction, and completion of the w ork .

A ll sales of land w ere  suspended on the 31st M arch  1848, for 
an  indefinite period, and the officer o f the Board w as rem oved 
from  Fairfie ld  to the E n g in eer 's  office at K eokuk , for the great-
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e r  convenience of a letting  then  advertised  to be held on th e  first 
o f  Ju n e . T he engineers w ere  engaged in  establishing th e  loca
tion  of the w ork , and p rep a rin g  estim ates and specifications for 

' b idders, w ho became num erous as the day of le tting  approached. 
Indeed  the notoriety w hich  w e gave to th is w ork  in  the E a s te rn  
States, by c ircu la r and advertisem ent, has induced m any w orthy  
and w ealthy  persons to v is it Iow a on ah excursion of p leasu re  
o r business, w ho perhaps nev er w ould  o therw ise  have coine> 
and as some of them  have already  become our fellow  c itizens, 
and many others like ly  to follow , w e tru s t that the accession to 
ou r population w ill not be few  or indifferent by th is m eans alone. 
T h e  letting  w as held as advertised , and the bids a re  believed  to 
have been more num erous than  for any w ork  in  th e  U n ited  
S tates o f equal value. A fte r  several days exam ination of these 
num erous and conflicting proposals, and a carefu l consideration 
of the responsibility  and experience  of b idders, the w o rk  w as 
aw arded  as fo llow s!
S e c t i o n  N o . 1 . To M essrs . Barnett, and Co. o f  Ohio.-—T his 

section em braces the  first lock, of 2 2  feet lift, and th e  earth  
w o rk  w ith in  ten  chains of the lock.

S e c . N o . 2 ,  M essrs. L yon  and Co. o f  Ohio.— T h is  is  n e a r ly  a  

m ile  o f  c a n a l e m b a n k m e n t .

S e c . N o . 3 . T. Curts o f  Iowa.— A  m ile  o f  c a n a l .

S e c . N o. 4. Stewart and Wallace, o f  Illinois and M ich ig a n .—‘ 
A  mile of canal includ ing  the heavy em bankm ent and p ro tec t 
tion w hich pass the “ B ig Y ellow  B an k s.”

S e c . N o . 5 , 6  a n d  7 .  M essrs. Blake and Co. o f  P ennsylvania .—• 
T h ree  m iles of canal.

S e c . N o. 8 . M essrs. B rig h a m  and M aygcr, o f  M issouri.— A  

m ile of canal includ ing  the em bankm ent passing  th e  “ L ittle  
Y ellow  B anks,”  also, including lock No. 2 , of ten  feet lift. 

S e c . N o . 9 . M essrs Connable and Cunningham  o f  Iowa and 
Ohio.— A  mile of canal.

S e c . N o . 10. M essrs. Cassidy and Bell o f  Iowa.— A  m ile of 
canal. T hey  have also contracted  for constructing  the  p ilc en- 
gine.

S e c .  N o . 11. M essrs. M crrim an and Co. o f  P ennsylvania.—  One 
m ile at the head of canal, and G u ard  Lock.
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S e c . N o. 12. .Messrs. Barudt and Co. o f Ohio.—D am  No. 1, 
at St. Francis ville.

S e c . No. 13. .Messrs. Quinn, Carragher and Co. o f  J\'ew York. 
Dam No. 2, and lock No. 3, of 10 93-100 feet lift, at “ Cow- 
pens old M ill.”

S e c . N o. 14. Walker, Patterson and, Co. o f  Iowa.— Dam N o. 3 , 
and Lock No. 4, 10 32-100 feet lift, at “ Thoms M ill.”
A ll these contractors are on the work, and prosecuting their 

contracts w ith vigor, and apparent success. They employ about 
500 men, and have a great amount of materials on hand. W e 
have every reason to believe, if  our resources for prompt pay
ment continue, that this part of the w ork will be completed be
fore the expiration of the time provided in their contracts. In a 
subsequent part o f this report we will advert more particularly 
to the importance of accelerating the progress of all the work, by 
securing prompt payment to  all the contractors. The receipts 
from sales of land will not w arrant a too speedy completion of 
the w ork on cash payments, and the first day of M arch 1851, has 
therefore, been set as the day of final estimates, when all these 
contracts are to be delivered up in a manner acceptable to the 
principal Engineer in charge of the improvement. Prudent 
management on the part of the State may enable the Board to 
make full and prompt payments on all these contracts at that 
time, while a rash interference, or a desire to pander to local 
prejudices may frustrate the whole design.

In addition to informationderived from feports and documents 
collected by the President in the fall of 1847, w ith regard to the 
construction of works in other States, the members of the Board 
w ere much benefited by their intercourse w ith contractors of 
varied experience during the letting. A  variety of circumstan
ces combined on this occasion, to induce the belief in our minds 
that additional portions of the w ork could be put under contract 
on favorable term s, without at all conflicting w ith this first let
ting, and a notice wTas accordingly posted up in our office with a 
view to elicit suggestions to that end. The extent of our re
sources w ere so fully appreciated as to induce indirect proposi
tions, and to justify  us in advertising for a second letting on the 
21st; of A u g u s t; the result of which exceeded our most sanguine
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expectations.. The proposals received w ere very similar in their 
prices, and nearly, if  not quite as low as those accepted in our 
first work. As payment for this w ork was to be postponed till 
the first series of contracts was paid for, we considered it desi
rable that no one should have more than his means would enable 
him to accomplish. The w ork was awarded to the low est re 
sponsible bidders, and may be stated as follows :
S e c t i o n  N o. 15. To Messrs. McCune and Co. o f  Ohio.— Dam 

and lock at Farmington, 1 1 1 -2  feet lift.
S e c . N o. 16. Wrn. Meek and Son, o f  Iowa.— Dam and lock at 

Bonaparte, 7 1 -2  feet lift.
S e c . N o. 17.— Brown and Sanford o f  Iowa.— Dam and lock at 

Bentonsport, 12 1-4 feet lift.
S eq . N o. 18, 19 an d  20.-—Brigham and Mayger, o f  M issouri.—  

Dam and  lock at Keosauqua, 14 feet lift.
Dam and lock at Powells, 11 feet lift.

“ “ Portland, 12 1-2 feet lift..
S e c . N o. 21.— Messrs. McCune and Co., o f  Okies.—-Dam and 

lock at Jordan’s, 12 1-2 feet l i f t . .
S ec . No. 22 and 23.— Messrs. Connable and Cunningham, o f  

Ohio and Iowa.— Dam and look at Railsback’s, 7 1-2 feet 
lift.

Dam and lock at Rowlands, 7 feet lift.
S e c . No. 24.. Win. Lamb.— Dam and lock, mouth of Sugar 

creek, 7 1-2 feet lift.
The contractors at Bonaparte and. Bentonsport have made a 

good commencement, and others have made, arrangements for 
prosecuting their w ork in the spring. Their success will, no 
doubt, depend on the ability to raise means. I t  was understood 
at the letting, that estimatas would be made as the w ork pro
gressed, and certificates o f indebtedness issued, bearing six per 
cent per annum, payable out of the proceeds of sales of lands 
appropriated to the improvement of the Des Moines river.—  
W ith these certificates, and the resources of the contractors, it 
was expected that the means would be readily obtained. N oth
ing has been done by the Board to change this understanding, 
but we have reason to believe that a different and more direct 
mode would be more economical and advantageous to the State,
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and more acceptable to contractors. This subject will be more 
fully discussed hereafter, when we speak of the disposition of 
the lands.

The Commissioner of the General Land Office, made no re 
ply to a letter addressed to him by the Secretary, through the 
Governor, at the first organization of the Board, nor to one of 
similar import under date of 29th November, following, in which 
it was urged that the interests of the State required his imme
diate action, antecedent to that of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
as required by the act of Congress. Nor was it until our prompt 
and attentive Representative in Congress, the Hon, W . Thomp
son, made a personal application, at the urgent solicitation of the 
Secretary, that a reply was elicited as follows :

G E N E R A L  L A N D  O F F IC E ,) 
February  23, 1848, $

S i r  Y our communication of the 29th November, last, en
closing a copy of yours of the 22d September last, has been re- 
ceived and would have received an earlier response but for the 
erroneous and defective surveys along the Des Moines river, 
which prevented this office from submitting to the Secretary of 
the T reasury , the selections made by the State of Iowa, for the 
improvement of the navigation of that river, under the act of 8th 
A ugust, 1846. As these surveys have heen corrected action 
w ill be had on those selections as soon as possible, and when ap
proved they w ill be certified to you.

I t is not usual to furnish more than a diagram of the grant, in 
cases of this kind, w ith a certified list of the tracts granted, as 
above mentioned, and these will, of course, be transmitted as 
soon as they can be prepared.

A ll the aid that this office can give the Board of Public W orks, 
in the discharge of its duties, will be cheerfully rendered, and 
if it is possible to procure copies of the Reports of the Topo
graphical B ureru , of the examinations heretofore made of the 
Des Moines river, it will afford me pleasure to do so, and for
ward them to you.

A question has arisen as to the extent of the grant made to 
Iowa, by the act of 8th A ugust, 1846, and the opinion of this 
office has been requested on that point.
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By the lerfns of the law, the grant is, of one equal moiety, in  
alternate sections, of the public lands remaining unsold and not 
otherwise disposed of, encumbered or appropriated, in a strip  
five miles in width on each side of said river, to be selected 
within said Territory &c., &c., and the proceeds are to be ap 
plied in the improvement of the navigation of that river, from its 
mouth to the Raccoon Forks. Hence the State is entitled to the 
alternate sections w ithin five miles of the Des Moines river, 
throughout the whole extent of that river, w ithin the limits of 
Iowa. V ery respectfully,

Your obedient servant,
R IC H A R D  M . Y O U N G .

Commissioner.
C h a r l e s  C o r k e r y , E s q . ,

Secretary of the Board of Public W orks,
Fairfield, Iowa.

It will be perceived that in this reply the commissioner adds 
his sanction to the already plain letter of the act, and removes 
all ground of cavil as to the extent of the grant. The same plain 
literal construction w ill extend it far beyond the present “ limits 
of Iowa,” for the language of the act “ is within said T errito ry ,” 
which then extended far north of the State line subsequently 
designated by Congress. The same commissioner of the G en
eral Land Office, who on the 23d of F ebruary, 1848, said that 
we w ere entitled to those lands “ throughout the whole extent 
of that r iv e r,” did, on the 19th of June following, advertise a 
part of those lands for sale by proclamation, as belonging to the 
United States ! O ur attention was not called to this singular 
inconsistency until September, when we immediately addressed 
the commissioner, in the belief that these lands w ere proclaimed 
in error, and that the order for their sale would be rescinded on 
having his attention directed to it, but our letter appears to have 
been met with silent disregard. The sale w ent on as if  nothing 
had occurred, and portions of the State lands w ere sold for cash 
and military land w arrants. I t may be proper to state also, that 
in anticipation of such action as the Legislature in its wisdom 
may think proper to take in this matter, we have filed a copy of
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our letter to the Commissioner, accompanied by a protest-against 
the sale, in the district land office at Iowa City. It is our opin
ion that no time should be lost in bringing this subject before 
Congress, or some other-proper tribunal; as the success of the 
improvement depends- on the extent of the appropriation. No 
restriction, or narrow construction, should be made of a law so 
equitable and just-. T he appropriation by Congress, and the 
early commencement of the w ork by the State, have soattracted 
the attention of emigrants to this region as to eau sea  sale and 
settlement of a large portion of United States lands that wouM 
otherwise have rem ainedfbr years unsold arid uncultivated.—  
T he general government is compensated by the enhanced value 
of 'lands adjacent to the w ork, as it holds out a prospect of an 
early means of conveying the products of the country to market, 
and extends the settlements far beyond the improvement. E s
timates made on the expense of transportation (and more fully 
referred  to in the report of the Engineer,) show that the advan
tages of this im provem ent are not confined to the valley of the 
Des Moines, but connect w ith the valley of the U pper M issou
ri, Nebraska or Platte, offering the safest and cheapest channel 
for the transportation of the products of a vast country in the 
far west. No policy of the general government appears to us 
so equitableand wise as that of appropriating lands to improve 
the means of travel and transportation through those lands.—  
Appropriations of this description to internal improvements, cre
ate a common interest which is calculated to  increase the attach
ment which ought to exist between the infant settlements and 
the national government. W ith a view therefore, of securing 
success and to realize the entire benefit of the appropriation, 
application should be made to Congress for a law authorizing 
the appointment of commissioners who shall be empowered to 
select other lands instead of those odd sections which by acci
dent or otherwise, have been sold by the United States land 
officers within five miles of the Des Moines river. Such a law 
would include other lands which were sold prior and subsequent 
to the grant, and previous to the selection, and would add a 
considerable amount to the means applicable to the improve
ment.
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It will be seen that the commissioner of the G eneral Land 
office, promised to furnish this office w ith the approval of the 
Secretary of the T reasury , a diagram of the grant, and a list of 
the tracts granted. W e waited until afterthe adjournment of Con
gress, in order that full time might be had to prepare them, and 
it was not until the 25th of A ugust that we called for them 
vagain. W e then represented tho embarrassments under which 
wo labored for w ant of the list and diagram particularly, as we 
w ere  about to revive the sales of land, but no attention appeas 
to have been paid to our pressing and respectful request. A  
public sale is now advertised to commence at Agency City on 
the 25lh inst., of all “ river lands” below Ottumwa, after hav
ing given two months time for pre-emptions, in addition to the 
previous six months of last w inter, and the verbal designation 
of M r. Henn, is the only evidence by which w e can distinguish 
the lands under our control from those of the general govern
ment.

H aving no data whatever by which to designate the State 
lands north of the Fairfield Land district, it is a source of re 
g ret that w e cannot report the amount included in the appropri
ation. This would have been accurately determined, so far as 
the surveys extend, w ere we furnished with the list and dia
gram, and they may yet arrive before the adjournm ent of the 
General Assembly, as we have recently w ritten to the H on. W m. 
Thompson on the subject. The country is well settled in the 
vicinity of the river for some twenty' miles abdve the Racoon 
F o rk s, and sparsely, settled as high u p a s  the Eoone F orks, 
township No. 87, N . range No. 27 W ., where it is said to be 
w ell.tim bered, and capable of sustaining a dense population.—  
Indeed the Boone Forks country is thought by many to be supe
rior to that of the Racoon ; although the river betw een these 
points does net contain as large a body of w ater as below, wc 
are assured that it is no less susceptible of improvement, as the 
banks are generally’ good, and the w ater deeper, because confined 
to narrow er channels. The opportunities for hydraulic power 
are said to be equally good, and it will not be many years be
fore that country will be inhabited by an enterprising people 
who will demand that the improvement shall be continued into
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■this region, which is situated due w est of the city of Dubuque.
I t may be proper here to allude to a projected work, which 

ought to connect with the Des Moines, and which involves not 
•only the in terest of our present w ork, but also that of the whole 
State. W e allude to the proposed rail road to the Pacific.

A s early as 1837, the people of Iowa, had the importance of 
this m atter brought to their consideration, by the exertions of 
Je h n  Plumbe, Esq., a citizen of this State, who has since dis
tinguished him self in the discovery of important improvements 
in  Daguerreotype. In  1838, the citizens of Dubuque, Iowa, 
memorialized Congress and w ith the aid of General George W . 
Jones, then delegate to Congress, an appropriation was obtained 
of ten thousand dollars, which was expended in a survey from 
Lake M ichigan through Wisconsin.

In  1839, a memorial from Ohio, drawn up and circulated by 
Col. S. R . Curtis, our Chief Engineer, was presented by the 
H on. John Quincy Adams, urging Congress to aid the construc
tion of such a w ork by the appropriation of the alternate sections 
of land w ithin ten miles of the route.

Subsequently in 1843 or ’44, this matter was presented to 
Congress by A sa W hitney, Esq., an enterprising citizen of 
N ew  York, who asked for the appropriation of the lands within 
th irty  miles of the route for the purpose of its construction. In 
1846, he examined in person the route through the northern 
counties of this State to the M issouri river, crossing the M issis
sippi at P rairie du Chien. H e speaks in flattering terms of the 
country and of the facility w ith which such a road can be con
structed ; and such has been the untiring exertions of this gen
tleman, that the project has acquired the name of “ W hitney’s 
Railroad.”

A s this enterprise beeomes everyday  more feasible, the sub
je c t which was first advocated in Iowa, should not be forgotten 
in the first report of the Board of Public W orks. If  construc
ted its connection with the Dcs Moines would have an incident
al influence in the commerce of our improvement which would 
fully  justify  our timely notice end exertions. The people of 
M issouri are awake to the importance of this railroad enter
prise , and are likely to influence its location by uniting the in-
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te re s ts  of C incinnati and St. L ouis, by a railaoad connection 
w hich  they  now have in p rogress of su rvey . Such a union of 
w ealth  and influence is a formidable a rray  against the in fan t e x 
ertions of Iow a ; bu t by un iting  our energies w ith  those States 
w h ich  are  sim ilarly  in terested  w e can retain  the advantages 
w hich our location and early  efforts have given us a r ig h t  to e x 
pec t and assum e.

T he  a rriva l of a U nited States G eologist at K eokuk , in  J u n e  
last, on a  rcconnoitei ing tou r to the head w aters of th e  D es 
M oines, afforded the Board an opportun ity  of g ra tify ing  a  desire  
w h ich  w e had entertained  for m ore accurate inform ation re g a rd 
ing  that coun try . Indeed  so g rea t w as our desire  for th is inform 
mation, because of its im portant connection w ith  the im p ro v e
m ent under ou r care, that a m ajority o f us w ere  inclined to  en 
t r u s t  a partial exploration to some in telligen t person, on w hose 
observations w e could im plicitly rely , w hen  A . R andall, E sq ., 
w as delegated by D r. D . D . O w en  for a purpose alm ost co rre s 
ponding w ith  our v iew . W e thought at first to find a com pe
ten t person to accom pany M r. R . b u t subsequently  add ressed  
him  a le tte r, respectfu lly  requesting  tha t he w ould d irec t h is a t
ten tion  to specific objects of in te res t to us. T h is he k ind ly  con
sen ted  to do, bu t as the inform ation sought for has not y e t come 
to hand its absence w ill be partia lly  supplied  by the fo llow ing 
in te restin g  new spaper e x tr a c t:

“  Perilous E x p z li lio n  in  J.linesota .— T he P ra ir ie  du C hien 
P a trio t of the 26th  J u ly  fu rn ishes the follow ing n a rra tiv e  :

M r . A . R andall, of the U . S. G eological C orps, accom panied 
by his assistant, M aj. M . D agger, of Iow a, reached th is place on 
W ednesday , J u ly  19, from the sources of the D es M oines r iv e r, 
w h ich  he has explored from its m outh. H e  lias also made a c r i t
ical exam ination of the Coteau des P ra irie s , w est of the r iv e r, 
and the w este rn  portion of th e  U ndine Region of N icollet, on the 
east. W hen  near the C hanjushkah  r iv e r, a tr ibu ta ry  of th e  St. 
P e te rs  and in  th e  m idst of a buffalo country  he encountered  a 
la rge  party  of the S issiton Sioux Ind ians, who robbed him of h is 
ho rses, clothing, provisions, and every  th ing  excep t his p apers  
and collections— break ing  his in strum en ts , &c. H e w as then  
perm itted  to depart. I l is  sufferings w ould have been in su p -
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portable litul lie not met on the evening  of the second day, with 
a camp of F o x  Indians, w hich  belong to the Osage, river, west’ 
of M issoni,  from whom he obtained a miserable pony, capable 
of packing the little left by the Indians. M r .  R., after being 
robbed, changed his course to nearly south, abandoning his zoo
logical and botanical, but continuing his geological and topo
graphical collections and observations, and arrived at this village 
after  nine day :s march, much crippled, and nearly exhausted 
from the hardships  he had undergone. A fter  reaching the head 
w ate rs  of Iow a r iver,  lie shaped his course directly for this place, 
passing over the beautiful trac t  of country denominated on N ic
ollet's map as the Mini A k ipan  K aduza. A lthough he was 
much nearer F o r t  Snelling than F o r t  Crawford, and within 40 or 
fjO miles of the St. Peters r iver,  lie considered it; the safest route 
t-o tu rn  south, as lie w ou ld  be less apt to meet with  hostile Ind i
ans, and, in case of attack, he had no weapons of defence. The 
Indians had ordered him to go south, and signified, by springing 
the i r  bows and drawing their  knives across their  throats,  what 
would  be the  resu lt  of disobedience.

M r .  Randall speaks in the highest terms of the country which 
he traversed , for beauty, agricultural capacity, and mineral r e 
sources. Coal was found for 200 miles on the Des Moines, and 
from indications, heavy deposits of iron ore are believed to exist. 
G ypsum , in abundance, forming cliffs for miles, wras encounter
ed ; an article that is very important in the arts, and is extensive
ly used in the  E as t  for agricultural purposes. This must prove 
of immence value to the W est ,  as this is the great valley of the 
M ississ ippi.  Limestone— that makes a superior hydraulic lime 
—-exists in abundance. Limestone, suitable for lime, clay suit
able for bricks,  rocks suitable for polishing, for grindstones, 
whetstones, and for building purposes, some of superior quality 
— are found in abundance along the l)es  Moines river. T here  
is a great abundance of w ater pow er in the whole region over 
w hich  he passed-, and timbcf plenty throughout most of the coun- 
t r y . ' ’

F rom  all these sources of speculation, which in due time will 
be substituted with accurate information, and from the length of 
the river, as projected on all the maps of the country, we are
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ju s tified  in the be lie f that the g ran t w ill fall very  little , if  any, 
short of a million of acres : and w hen w e hear in mind th a t this 
land  borders on the stream , w h ere  tim ber is invariab ly  found in 
sufficient quantities for ag ricu ltu ra l purposes, w e do not feel at 
liberty  to make an allow ance for any w hich is not suscep tib le  of 
cultivation . Suppose how ever, w e give credit to a vague opin
ion tha t tim ber is  scarce, and th e  land unsaleable, in  the  T e r r i
to ry  of M inesota, on the ex trem e head w aters of th e  D es M oines 
and that w e coniine ourselves w ith in  the boundary of the S tate ; 
•we cannot, even then , fail short of eight hundred  thousand  acres , 
and w e take i-tto be the p art o f w isdom  to make the m ost o f th is , 
■in anticipation of contingencies w h ich  m ay, and w ill a rise . O u r 
leg isla tu re  has generously  recognized  lire righ t of all persons 
w ho w ere  settled on these lands, w hen  they  w ere  accepted  by 
the S tate, and has g ran ted  a p re-em ption , or p reference  of p u r 
chase,, not to the usual quantity' of one hundred  and s ix ty  acres , 
bu t to th ree hund red  and twenty- acres, at the G overnm en t m in 
im um  of one dollar and tw entyr-five cents per acre ; and w e , the 
B oard, constru ing most favorably the intentions of the legisla
tu r e ,  to the circum stances of the case, ra th e r than  lo the w ords 
of the law , apply tha t p re-em ption  to  a m ere “  claim,'” w ithou t 
■residence or cultivation . N o pre-em ption  act ever passed  by 
C ongress w as half as liberal, for a man may acqu ire  a righ t 
o f pre-em ption tinder our ru le s  by th e  m ere fact o f hav ing  
said, on or about, the 1 st of Ja n u a ry , 1847, to a th ird  person  w ho 
he now  brings fo rw ard  as a w-itness, “  this is my c laim .” H is  
claim  may actually have been bu t a shadow , and may ex is t only 
in  his own im agination, and th a t of a b ro ther or friend, and yret, 
if  it is recognized as h is, and so proven  by that b ro ther or friend, 
he can acquire a fee simple to th ree  hundred  and tw en ty  acres, 
a t the low est ra te  know n to th e  law . T h e  Board have there fo re  
afforded to settlers th e  fu ll benefit of existing law s enacted for 
the accommodation of p re-em pto rs, bu t as many persons settled  
on these lands a fter the 1st o f Jan u a ry , 1847, and before the 
publication of the act approved Ja n u a ry  24th, 1848, ra ising  the 
■price of these lands, many- w ho expected  to payr the same prices 
paid by those w ho had previously  settled, regard  the change as 
burtheusom e and oppressive  on them . A ny expectation found-
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ed on a presum ption  so natu ral, should, in  the opinion of the 
Board, be respected , and, it possible, sustained. To satisfy ev
e ry  ju s t  claim to p re-em pt the lands included in  th is appropria
tion, the B oard w ould  respectfu lly  suggest the passage of a law  
ex tending the righ t of pre-em ption to all persons residing on the 
lands on the 1st of Jan u ary , 1848. I t may also be proper to give 
those who have m ade small entries by pre-em ption, the r igh t to 
increase the ir en try  to a certa in  lim it w here they  desire the in
crease for th e ir  ow n use. T hese  modifications w ould extend to 
poor and w orthy  claimants w ho most deserve the pre-em ption 
rig h t, the  same num ber of acres acquired by more opulent neigh
bors , who had the m eans to avail them selves of our first notice. 
A fte r  doing s tr ic t and liberal ju s tice  to all w ho have honestly 
en tered  on the S tate lands for the purpose of m aking them selves 
comfortable homes, the in terest of the se ttle rs, and of the State, 
req u ire  th a t these lands should be guarded against the grasp  of 
speculators, and the w anton wa§te of the heedless and vicious. 
N ex t to acqu iring  a hom estead, is the im portance to the settler of 
a m arket for his produce, and he w ill be m ore profitably employ
ed on forty  acres , w ith  the im provem ent, than  on eighty acres 
w ithout it. E v e ry  man in the V alley should, therefore, protect 
the odd sections as h e -reg a rd s his prospects of a home m arket. 
E v e ry  dollar that is raised  from the odd sections, goes to enhance 
th e  value of h is farm , by bring ing  a m arket so much nearer to 
h is door. T h is applies not only to those on th e  main tru n k  of the 
D es M oines, b u t to those also w ho may settle far up  its branches 
for though the avails of the sale o f lands m ay be hardly  suffi
cien t to ca rry  the im provem ent to the F o rk s , yet, the avails of 
th e  im provem ent itse lf w ill certain ly  and speedily  ca rry  it be
yond. Ju d g in g  of the tolls and w ate r-ren ts wThich may be ra is
ed from th is im provem ent by the tolls and ren ts  derived from 
sim ilar w orks in  less productive countries, w e consider it  a low 
estim ate to calculate on the receip t of fifty thousand dollars the 
firs t year, on that p art of the w ork  w hich w ill be completed from 
th e  proceeds o f the sale of all the lands. T he  second year the 
rece ip t w ould be six ty  thousand, and so they w ill go on increas
ing  till rival w orks cause th e ir reduction. A p p ly  th irty  thou
sand dollars for superin tendence, and repairs, the rem ainder—
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twenty thousand the first year, thirty thousand the second year, 
forty thousand the third year, and so on increasing, will be ap
plicable to the further extension of the work. Hence we ex
press full confidence that with a prudent management of the ap
propriation the improvement can be carried within a reasonable 
time, beyond the Forks. But all this success depends on the 
amount to be raised from the lands. In ord^r to establish this 
progressive system we must have a sufficient base to acquire a 
surplus of receipts upon. A short improvement would bring 
only nominal tolls, because it would not draw in the trade of the 
country: but a base of one hundred and fifty, or two hundred 
miles, will command the entire commerce of the region, create a 
large annual income, and secure the success of our calculations. 
We know with sufficient certainty, from the contracts themselves 
that the work can be made to Ottumwa for a little more than half 
the value of the lands appropriated ; but we have no knowledge 
of the cost of the work above that town, as the surveys have not 
beem completed. Enough is known however, to forewarn us 
that we have every reason to husband our means, while we are 
confident at the same time that we should do all in our powSr to 
hasten forward the progress of the work.

Lands appropriated to other States for similar purposes, have, 
in all instances, been regarded as property which should have 
the benefit of a rise of market prices. With this view they 
have been reserved from the grasp of speculators who under
stand the important change which must grow out of the con
templated work, and who have the means to secure to them
selves profits which should be applied to the work itself. A n 
ticipating the great disadvantage which arises from pressing 
sales before the work is laid out and constructed, other States 
have usually found means to bring these lands into market to the 
best advantage, without any delay in the progress of the im
provement. W e believe that Iowa alfords the first instance of 
a State recognizing prior right of any. kind to settlements on 
lands of this character at tf>l 25 per acre. W:e have taken 
some pains to .inform ourselves with regard to the practice of 
other States, and we invariably find them vicing with each oth
er in trying to make the largest possible amount of money out
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of such g ran ts , w ithout regard  to settlem ents previously made ; 
as if  conscious that they  w e re  m erely  guardians of a donation 
m ade for a specific object, and that the se ttlers w ould derive an 
equ iva len t from the enhanced value of the ir lands. By m aking 
th e  best possible disposition of these lands, a protection is affor
ded to d istric ts and counties rem ote from the grant, as they m ust 
b ear th e ir  proportion of any tax  w hich may be imposed by the 
S tate to supply  a deficit in th e  appropriation , and an influence 
is thereby  created w hich generally ' p reserves the tru s t from im 
p rov iden t abuse.. Such lands, in other S tates, have been ap 
p ra ised  at graded rates, some as h igh as ten  dollars per acre, bu t 
in  no instance that w e have heard  of low er than  tw o dollars and 
fifty  cen ts. W e are  inform ed that the Ohio canal lands w ere  
f irs t appraised  at from tw o and a  h a lf to five dollars per acre, and 
subsequen tly  from five to ten , and most of thijse lands are now' 
d isposed  of. T he low est g rade of the W abash and E rie  canal 
lands in  Indiana, and of the Illinois canal lands,, was th ree and 
a  h a lf dollars per acre, and those of the la tte r Slate w ere  sold 
a t  auction in  A u g u st last at prices ranging from 7 to 20 dollars 
p e r ’acre, w hich  w as considered a v e ry  low ra te . A ll these 
S tates, as also Michigan., have borrow ed m oney for the prose
cu tion  of th e ir w orks, and have hypothecated the ir lands w ith  
a  v iew  to th e ir enhanced value a fter the com pletion of th e ir r e 
spective  im provem ents. T he  State o f  Iow a has prevented, by 
h e r  organic law , the creation of a State debt, and has thus w ise
ly  guarded  her citizens against the burthen  of taxation so op
p ressiv e  in some of our s is te r S tates. By this restriction  in 
ou r constitution the leg isla tu re  is prohibited from appropriating 
S tate funds to in ternal im provem ents, and y e t no State is more 
sensib le  of the im portance of public w o rk s. T he only w ay  of 
prom oting an object so desirable to Iow a, is by' securing, and 
p ru d en tly  applying appropriations of lands from the G eneral 
G overnm ent, and by affording liberal advantages to capitalists 
w ho may desire  to apply th e ir  means in objects of this chrrac- 
te r .  A  w ise application of the D es M oines appropriation w ill 
p rove  to C ongress the advantage of fu r th e r liberality, w hile a 
different disposition may induce the general governm ent to r e 
se rve  to h e rse lf the m anagem ent of the proceeds of our domain
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in fu tu re . Is  th is then  a p roper tim e to p ress the sale of these  
lands w ith  a v iew  to producing  the g rea test good to the g rea te st 
nu m b er?  T he  G enera l G overnm ent is now  issu ing  a large 
num ber of m ilitary  w arran ts w hich are  depreciated  in conse
quence of th e ir abundance, so as to enable pu rch ase rs  to obtain 
C ongress lands at very  low ra tes. A t the same tim e an u n u su 
al quan tity  of lands have recen tly  been  offered for sale by th e  
U nited  S tates, in  the, im m ediate v icin ity  of ou r im provem ent, 
and an additional quan tity  is now  in progress of su rv ey , to b e  
offered n ex t sp ring . W hile  these acts of the G enera l G o v ern 
m ent rea lly  enhance the pecuniary  value of the S tate lands, by  
b ring ing  the even sections into early  settlem ent and im prove
m ent, th ey  have a d irec t tendency to reduce the p resen t m ark e t 
p rice  of lands, and thus requ ire  the State lands to be sold at a, 
like  depreciation . T h e  question then  arises w h eth er w e had  
better en ter th is depreciated  m arket, and sacrifice our lands to 
ra ise  m eans to p rogress w ith  the w ork , or had w e b e tte r seek  
means as o ther states have done, and derive the advantage w h ich  
w ill arise  from  the settlem ent of C ongress land and th e  erection  
of the im provem ent. T he  desire  of the com m unity for th e  
early  com pletion of the w ork  is founded on an increasing  d e 
mand for a means of disposing of th e ir  ag ricu ltu ra l p roduc ts .—  
A  coun try  so easily  brought into cultivation  soon fu rn ish es  a 
large su rp lu s. A lready  th e  neighborhood of the F o rk s  and a ll 
the country  east of it, is anxiously desiring  the com pletion o f 
the im provem ent in  o rder to send off accum ulating stores of corn , 
w heat, pork  and o ther commodities. T hese  dem ands have in 
duced the board to anticipate the proceeds of sales, and the con
tra c ts  a lready le t a re  so constituted as to p rog ress, though  th e  
paym ents m ust aw ait the sale of the lands, b u t w ith  abundant 
means w hich , w ith  the aid of the S tate, can be obtained in  ad 
vance o f a sale o f lands, these contracts can be sooner accom
plished, and o thers p u t in  p rogress,

W e are  com m itted to 85 per cen t., cash paym ents, on con
tracts em braced in  the first letting, conditioned, how ever, on th e  
unim peded p rogress of land sales, so tha t the first letting  req u ire s  
all the avails un til that p art of the w ork  is com pleted and paid fo r . 
T he  second letting  is en tire ly  on a cred it, based on the app ro -
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priation» N o money is to be paid out on this second letting be
yond the actual cost of w ork  or m aterials assum ed by the S tate , 
until all the w ork  em braced in , and incidental to, the first letting, 
is fu lly  paid for ; bu t paym ents on m onthly estim ates are to be 
made in  bonds, or certificates o f indebtedness, bearing ail in te r
e s t o f six  per cent per annum , until redeem ed in payments for 
lands, or from  the proceeds of sales of lands specifically donated 
l'or the im provem ent. A s the in te rest to be paid on these bonds 
is sm alt, com pared w ith  the im mense advantages w hich the peo
ple and the State w ill derive from  an early  completion of the 
w o rk , the g reatest, if  not the only objection w hich w ill p resen t 
itse lf  to the minds of m any, at first sight, is the danger of a de
preciation  in  the value of these bonds, as in other States, by m ak
ing  them  a circulating  m edium  in the com m unity. W e confess 
tha t the expedient afforded a subject of serious thought to ou r
selves for some tim e ; b u t to  guard  against a re su lt so much to be 
deplored by every  one having the in terests  of the State at heart 
(a s  a distinction is, loo frequen tly , not d raw n  abroad betw een 
bonds of th is description and those of the State p roper) 110 bond 
is to be issued  of a less denomination than  five hundred dollars, 

I and as th ey  w ill not be redeem able at the T reasu ry  for any other
purpose  w hatever until after the first series of contracts are com
pleted , th e re  rem ains little  doubt but the ir circulation w ill be 
lim ited to the hands of capitalists.

I t  w ill be seen therefo re , that a species of certificates, or 
bonds, a re  contem plated as the means of paying the second se
rie s  of contracts. Certificates o f this character are often re 
sorted  to, as w e are  informed, by Boards of other States, w hen  
m eans of immediate paym ent is not convenient. Such certifi
cates can only have a local credit, as the acts of the Board are  
no t published , and do not carry  w ith  them the same guarantee 
of fidelity as those of the L eg isla tu re  of the State. H ow ever 
good and secure our certificates may be, they  are more likely  to 
become depreciated than  bonds on the same security  authorized 
b y  legislative enactm ent. N o certificates have as yet been is
sued  u nder the arrangem ents w ith  the last contractors, as no es
tim ate has y e t been called for. In  the mean tim e it has occur
red  to the Board that bonds bearing  the sanction of the Suprem e
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pow er of the Stole, issued  by the B oard, and pledging the p ro 
ceeds of the sale o f land as w ell as the tolls of the im prove
m ent for the ir redem ption, w ould be less like ly  to deprecia te , 
and w ould secure means in advance of land sales, to prosecute, 
the w ork  w ith g rea te r speed and economy.

W e subm it therefore , to the wisdom of the G eneral A ssem - 
bly w h eth er the active p rog ress and ultim ate in terest of the D cs 
M oines r iv e r im provem ent w ould not be prom oted by a d irec t 
re so rt to th is expedient. T he  lands appropriated  w ill become 
v e ry  valuable as the im provem ent p rogresses, and the alternate  
sections of governm ent land become settled upon and im proved. 
It is believed that a loan of this character could be negotiated 
w ithou t m uch difficulty, as the security  w ould  be am ple, and the 
money w ould only be requ ired  by instalm ents at stated periods. 
T he necessity  of issu ing certificates on the contracts of A u g u st 
w ill be obviated. Confidence w ill be secured  to our ow n citi
zens, w ith  regard  to the com pletion of the w ork , and an im petus 
w ill be g iven to emigration into the in terio r of the S tate. W h ethe r 
our suggestion shall m eet w ith  th e  approbation of w ise r counsel 
or not, w e take it to be th e  p a rt of w isdom to superin tend  th e  
m anagem ent and care of these lands w ith  fidelity, so that th ey  
may y ield  the largest possible am ount at the m aturity  of our w ard . 
W e p resen t our v iew s in  no am biguous language, bu t w ith 'due  
deference to the opinions of others wuth whom w e are  not l'ortun- 
nate enough to a sree . W e are aw are  that local in terest, the 
most dangerous of all passions, is strongly  arrayed  against any 
proposition w hich  contem plates any benefit to the State from an 
enhanced value of the lands ; bu t w e w ould be u n w orthy  of the 
responsible tru sts  delegated to us, as agents of the w hole State, 
did w*e suffer a local atm osphere to influence our unbiased sense 
of right. W hy, w e ask , should the people of Iow a give these 
lands at a nominal value to persons w ho, perhaps, have not yet 
set foot on our soil. T hey are not ours by absolute, bu t by spe
cial and conditional righ t,— a g ift, the object of w hich is defined 
bv the donor, under the im position of a moral obligation faithfully  
to execute the in te re st of the tru s t. In  m atters of our ow n w e may 
be generous, b u t in  m atters fiduciary w e m ust be ju s t. T o p ress 
the untim ely sale of these lands, orto offer them  a  sacrifice to I d -  
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cal and tem porary  excitem ent, is a breach of confidence w hich rve 
cannot approve, and are not p repared to recom mend.

C onsidering therefore, the fidelity due to  the S tate and G en 
eral G overnm ent, the im portance of the economical and early 
com pletion ol the w ork , the in terests and necessities of those set
tlem ents w hich  have been formed, and those w hich m ust h e re 
after depend on the extension of the D es M oines im provem ent, 
w e earnestly  and respectfu lly  urge your.favorable consideration 
of th is sub ject. O ur v iew s should no t'be  confined to the ope
rations of a day e r a  year, bu t w e should calm ly consider the 
consequences of our conduct w ith  reference  to the future.'—• 
T hough  in  w orks of th is character w c are  pioneers on the w est
ern  side of the M ississipp i, w e arc  so connected w ith  the past 
and the fu tu re , the east and the w est that every  step  w e lake 
m ust involve the affairs of thousands who at some fu tu re  period 

^will be in terested  in the landm arks w e are now erecting . T he  
■county (W ap e llo ) from w hich w e now have the honor to address 

you contains a population of nearly  ten  thousand souls,— five 
-and a h a lf y ea rs  ago it w as a w ilderness, in  the.und ispu ted  pos
session of the Sac and F ox  Indians ; and organized counties ex
is t in  fu ll possession of m unicipal rights over a hundred  m iles 
w estw ard . T he  extraord inary  discoveries w hich, w ith in  a  few 
y ears , have so m uch im proved the facilities of in tercourse be
tw een  w idely  separated  portions of our country , have so-enhanc
ed th e  value and im portance of the w est as to a ttrac t the rich  and 
the poor, the old and the young, to the fertile  regions of the U p
p e r M ississipp i. O ur rivers w ill be im proved— rail roads w ill 
be extended, and the te legraph w ill .give us hourly  tidings from 
all parts of the w orld. T hese influences, connected w ith the 
w onderfu l ease of p reparing  our soil for annual productions, 
m ust increase the wave o f em igration, and in a few  years it w ill 
overflow  all this county. O ur hum ble labors in connection w ith 
the fu tu re  destiny of the U p p er M ississipp i, like the motion of 
a  particle of m atter, involves the in terests o f a great system, and 
w e sincerely desire that every  means tend ing  to a speedy and 
successful completion of our first en terp rise  may be regarded by 
you, as it is by us, as w orthy  of our united and unw avering en
ergies.
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W e have  already said that it w as found necessary  to locate a . 
side cut b etw een  the m outh o f the r iver  and St. F ra n c isv ille , for 
the purpose 01 avoiding lo w  banks and sandy foundations w h ich  
recur in  that portion o f the r iv er. It is probable that sim ilar  
means m ay be needed  in the progress o f the w ork above O ttum 
w a. T h e  law  creating a Board o f P ublic  W orks, a p p roved ,. 
February 24th , 1 8 4 7 , authorizes the board “ to m ake arrange
m ents w ith  proprietors o f the land adjacent to the dam s” for m ill 
purposes, and in  case o f  d isagreem ent, a ju ry  m ay be sum m oned  
to determ ine the am ount o f  com pensation. T h e  law  does not 
c lea r ly  g iv e  the righ t to take lands for the public h ig h w a y , cre 
ated b y  raising pools and constructing side cuts. W h en  p erson s  
resid e on the prem ises, and are com petent to grant p r iv ile g es ,  
no difficulty is  to be apprehended, but to satisfy  doubts and p r e 
ven t d ifficu lties. T he board w ou ld  resp ectfu lly  su g g est the en 
actm ent o f a law  authorizing them  to take property for p u b lic  u s 
e s , by  com pensating the ow n er, and w h en  the ow n er  cannot be  
found, or cannot con v ey , and w h en  the damage cannot be am ica
bly adjusted, a com m ission o f  m ore sim ple aplication is need ed  to  . 
determ ine the com pensation.

T h e  board, as at present organ ised , cannot w atch  the tim ber  
or p u n ish  offenders w h o com mit w aste  on the lands in c lu d ed  in  
the appropriation, and the penalty o f  “ double the v a lu e ” o f  the  
tresp a ss , affords little  or no protection. A  law  b ringing  th e se  
lands under the care o f the county com m issioners, by  co v er in g  
them  w ith  the sam e la w s that -now  sh ield  the .sch o o l lan d s, 
w o u ld , in  our opinion, prove an adequate secu r ity .

W e  also recom m end the passage o f  a lawr to p reven t tresp ass  
on public w orks; as a trifling act o f trespass to a dam or em 
bankm ent m ay tend to severa l thousand dollars e x p en se , b es id es , 
a hazard o f l ife  and delay o f com m erce. A  pu blic  law  o f  ih is  
descrip tion  w ill  im press the n ecess ity  o f caution on the com 
m unity.

A s  all the w o rk s o f  internal im provem ent in a State m ust  
have a connection  or influence on each other, and tru stin g  that, 
w ith  the aid o f C ongress, other w orks may be projected , hav in g  
a m ore general and different locality , w e  subm it the propriety  
o f an enlargem ent o f the duties o f this board so as to connect
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them  and the ir records w ith  o ther and fu tu re  operations of this 
character. T he duties o f the board should not be local in char
ac te r,-n o r should each schem e of im provem ent have its separate 
board, bu t the w hole S tate should be rep resen ted  in one. I t 
w as also a g rea t oversight to have the term s of office of all the 
m em bers exp ire  at th e  same tim e, for, as it is impossible to 
have all the  transactions m inutely detailed on record, a board 
may, w ithou t design, conduct its business in  such a m anner as 
to leave com plicated difficulties or am biguities in the w ay of its 
successo rs. A n  en tire  new  board w ill have to learn all that 
th e ir p redecessors have done, before they can satisfy them selves, 
or afford fu ll satisfaction to  those w ho arc  connected w ith them ; 
and w hen  they  have acquired  a know ledge of the ir duties, or it 
m ay be, restored  order out of chaos, and ever}-thing is going on 
harm oniously ; they again g ive w ay to a new  set o f novices who 
stum ble against the same im pedim ent, and have to school them 
selves in  the same routine.

E x p erien ce  has also taugh t us that the land office is a very  
cum brous and inexpedien t appendage to the Hoard of Public 
W o rk s . T he  act approved 24th  F eb ru a ry , 1847, provides that 
“ the T re a su re r  (o f  the B oard ) shall be R eceiver, and the Sec
re ta ry  shall be R eg ister, and the T re a su re r  and S ecretary  in 
th e  d ischarge of th e ir duties as R eceiver and R egister, shall be 
governed  by the law's and ru les  p rescribed  by Congress for the 
sale of lands in  this S ta te .” T hese  law s and ru les of Congresss 
are  obsolete, and not at all adapted to our circum stances. T hey 
confine tw o mem bers of the board w ith in  doors, w here they can 
have no personal knowdedge of the progress of the im prove
m ent. O ther States have tr ied , and have discarded the system  
u n d er w h ich  w e act, and w e therefore suggest the propriety of 
m aking each departm ent separate from, and independent of the 
o ther, as in  Pennsylvania, Ohio, &c. T he Stales referred  to 
have each a State land office, and w e subm it to the wisdom of 
th e  G enera l A ssem bly w h eth er it w ould not be expedient to es
tablish  a sim ilar departm ent for all lands w hich  now are, or 
h e rea fte r m ay be donated to the State of Iow a. A  w ell regula
ted  land office, organized W'ith system  and economy by compe
ten t officers, w ould be one of the most in teresting  and useful de -
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parbnents of ou r  State government. W ith  this land office may 
also ho connected a bureau  of statistics, and o ther usefu l .sour
ces of information now much needed at the capital.

A  condensed statement of receipts and disbursements is h e re 
with submitted, showing the balance in the T rea su ry .

T h e  report of the chief engineer will also be found herew ith ,  
together w ith  plans, estimates,  specifications, and form of bids 
used at the lettings, to w hich  w c refer for more part icu lar detail.

T he  survey  of the w o rk  above Ottumwa, is now in progress, 
and will be reported  to us by the Chief E ng ineer  at as early  a 
period as practicable. I f  received in time it will  be submitted 
to your E xcellency  during  the present session of the G eneral 
Assembly.

In  concluding our repor t  w e must express  our reg re t  th a t  
time and circumstances have not placed it w ith in  our potver to 
define more accurately the extent of the  appropriation, or the  
entire magnitude of the proposed w ork .  T ho u g h  our duties 
have involved painful responsibilities, and diligent and arduous 
labors, w e  have been stimulated in our exertions by the  daily 
success of our energies, and the grow ing prosperity  of the 
Stale. Iow a cannot fail to become one of the riches t  States of 
the confederacy. W ith  the M ississippi on the east, the M is 
souri on the west, an unimpeded steamboat navigation th rough  
her centre, extending from north-w est to so u th -e a s t ; w ith  r e 
sources of lead, coal, iron, zinc, gypsum , and other minerals to 
an indefinite ex te n t ;  industry  with prudence, and w isdom w ith  
caution, will make he r  great and prosperous.

Respectfully submitted,
H U G H  W . S A M P L E .  
C H A S .  C O R K E R Y ,  
P A U L  B R A T T A I N . -
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TREASURER’S ACCOUNT.
Ties Jiloines River Improvement. Contra. Cr.

1848. 
N ovem ber 30.

$ cts. 

21,393 56
T o am ount .paid on con trac ts o f  first 

le tting , to  date,
“  “  for lands ad jacent to dams &

locks, r ig h t o f w ay for ca
nal, dam ages and m aterials 
furnished by  State, as p ro 
vided by  con trac t, - 3,323 51

“  “  paid sa lary  and expenses o f
engineer corps, em bracing 
to tal cost o f survey to  Ot
tum w a, lay ing  out w ork  
for con trac to rs , &c. to  date 5,846 68 

“  “  paid ren t and fu rn itu re  o f of
fices, and all m iscellane
ous expenses, to da te , 1,183 32 

“  “  paid  five quarters sa lary  o f
B oard , . . .  3,250 00

To balance in T reasu ry , - 15,155 58

50,151 65;

I 1847. 
O ctober 31, 

'N ovem ber 30, 
[Decem ber 31.

1848. 
J a n u a ry  31,
| F eb ru a ry  29,
! M arch 31,
; O ctober 31, 
iNovemberSO,

By ain’t rec ’d from  sale o f lands th is m t’h
s cts.

5 678 90
1 558 44
1 472 62

9 337 07
3 058 04

17,113 05
3 530 93
8 402 60

50.151 65

D e c e m b e b , 1st, 1848, PAUL BR A TTAIN. Treasurer,
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E N G IN E E R ’S R E P O R T , N O . 1.

E k g i k e e e  s  O f f i c e ,  K e o k u k ,  I o w a ,  ) 
M arch 20, .1848. j

To the Honorable the Board o f  Public W orks:

In  compliance w ith your directions, I  have surveyed the D es- 
moines river, w ith a view to its improvement, from the mouth 
as far up as Ottumwa, a  distance by measurem ent of ninety 
miles.

Previous to making final locations, and minute estimates, it 
becomes necessary for the Board to determine on the plan of im
provement; and I  therefore report the general result of my la
bors this far, w ith a view to elicit your views on this matter.

The Des Moines river at high water, has near its mouth, sev- 
esal branches ; all debouching into the M ississippi river, be
tw een the city of Keokuk, in Iowa, and the town of A lexan
dria, in M issouri. -

These various channels may be designated as the “ Dead 
Slough,” which empties into the M ississippi one and one half 
miles below Keokuk. T he “Nassau Slough” w hich empties 
into 'the M ississippi about one mile below ; the “middle chan
nel ;” the “ second channel,”  and the “ old channel,” which emp
ties in at A lexandria.

Before proceeding up the main channel, I  surveyed all these 
branches by meandering, and taking such points as enable me to 
plat the entire lopogrhphy of the ground adjacent to the mouth ; 
so that by reference to drawings, the matter can be more fully 
understood by you.

W hen I commenced the survey in December, 1847, the water 
was very low in the M ississippi, and Des M oines, and only two 
ot the channels above mentioned, discharged w ater from the Des 
Moines. These w ere the two called the “ Nassau Slousrh” and 
"  Middle channel.” .

The “ Nassau Slough” was frcrn three to live feet deep, and
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averaged about One hundred and sixty feet wide. I t  discharged 
a large portion, say three-fourths of the w ater of the Des Moines. 
Th is  Slough is evidently a new  channel or “ cut off,” and is 
m uch na rro w er  than the main channel, being indeed only about 
one fourth  of the  usual w idth  of the r iver  above. I t  is the 
shortest w ate r  line to the M is s i s s ip p i ; and at a low stage, offers 
at p resen t the best navigation.

I  commenced, therefore, the measure of the r iver  at the mouth 
of this Slough, and meandered, levelled and sketched the topog
raphy  of the line from this point, upw ards to Ottumwa, w hen I 
suspended operations, for the purpose of reporting  to you and 
p repar ing  a part  of the w o rk  for contract.

A t  “ M o t t ’s F e r r y , ” one mile and sixty-eight chains, from the 
M ississ ipp i,  w e  find ourselves above the dividing point of all 
these various branches of the Des Moines. Below this point, 
via. the N assau  Slough, the w ater  in the  channel is from three 
to five feet deep, and would by a little clearing of drift, make 
navigation for such boats as usually ru n  at low w ater on the U p 
per M ississ ipp i.  W e  also lind rock in the bed of the river at 
this point, ( “ M ott’s F e r r y . ” ) I t  is inclined from the Iow a to
w ards the M issouri shore, being at the water?s edge on the Iowa 
side, and sixteen feet below the surface, two hundred  feet from 
the shore.

F ro m  “ M o t t’s F e r r y . ”  up  to St. Francisvil lc , the channel is 
crooked, the-bottom is sandy, and the banks low.

A t  St. F rancisvil le  (1 4  1-2 miles from the starting point) 
there  is rock in the bed of the river,  extending and inclining from 
the M issour i  side towards the Iowa side. By sounding we lind 
it  at the middle of the r iver,  w here  it is covered with ten lect; of 
sand, and on the Iow a side w e could 'not reach it with a tw elve  
foot iron rod. F rom  its inclinatioa, how ever,  I  suppose it can 
be reached with piles from fifteen to tw enty  feet long.

A bove St. Francisvil le , the r iver has generally a smooth rock 
bottom, w ith  a straight clean channel of uniform width ,and with 
banks ranging from tw enty  to twenty-five feet high.

Dividing the parts of the line into sections so as to show the 
fall be tw een different points in connection with the fall of the
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w hole line from O ttum w a to th e  m outh ; i t  may be stated  as fol
low s :

I t  w ill be seen by the Board, that the character of the r iv e r  be
low S t. F ran c isv ille , is very  different from th e  section above.—  
T he  m eandering  stream , low banks, and sandy bottom of the low 
e r  sections, con trast w ith  the s tra igh t channel, h igh banks, and 
solid lim estone bed o f the  u p p er section. T h e  lo w e j section  is 
sh ifting  and fu ll of d rill, w hile the u p p e r section is unchangea
ble and qu ite  c lea r of deposite.

M any  expedien ts have been tr ied  to secure ih  shallow  r iv e rs  
a sufficient dep th  of w pter lo r the tran sit of boats. C ontracting  
and c learing  a  channel is one tnode* Such a p lan  has been tr ie d  
on the Ohio and M usk ingum  riv e rs , and so fa r as I  have ob serv 
ed it has re su lted  in  alm ost, if  not qu ite  a  fa ilu re .

A s you narrow  a stream  you increase the velocity  of the c tlr- 
ren t, and th is increase of velocity  w ill rem ove th e  earth  in  the 
banks, so as to assum e its form er w id th  and depth*

A  system  of dams and locks, connecting pools in  a r iv e r , first 
lead to th e  idea of a c a n a l; bu t canals wCre p re fe rred  because  of 
th e  convenient application of horse pow er, to p ropel boats on 
th e ir even  and w ell constructed  banks. Since th e  d iscovery  of 
steam  pow er, and its application to boats, pools by dams have 
been rev ived  for navigable uses^ and in many riv e rs  this mode of 
im provem ent m ust be p re fe rred . T he  only objection th a t has 
been raised  to it is the difficulty of securing  th e  w ork  ag a in s t 
the influence o f floods.

E x p erien ce  has proved that dams on g ravel foundations a re  
very  expensive , and liable to breaches ; w hile those erected  on 
rock are  genera lly  safe.

A  system  of dams and locks, above St. F rancisv ille , w h ere  the 
banks a re  high and the bed of the r iv e r solid rock, is in my opin
ion the most reasonable and natural mode of securing  a valuable 
im provem ent of the D es M oines.

F a ll from O ttum w a to St. F rancisv ille ,
“  “ St. F ranc isv ille  to M o tt’s F e r r y ,”

‘‘ “  M o tt’s F e r r y ” to  the M ississipp i,

1.33<46 feet 
19.81 “ 
3 .3 7  “

T otal fall from  O ttum w a to the m outh, 156 .64  “

47
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A t  St. F rancisvillc, 1 wopid recommend the crcclion’tof a dam, 
and from the pool, I  w ou ld  carry a side “t u t  on the north side o f  
the  riyer,  keeping near the bluff, and cutt ing off the betids of the- 
r iver.

A t  “  M o t t ’s F e r r y ”  you have a rock foundation' to erect locks 
upon, so as to lock down into the river,  w h ere  you cfth acecm- 
date all the lower branches. T h is  side cu t  will be about, te n  
miles long, which is nearly th ree  miles shorter than the r iver  
line be tw een  the same points.

A  temporary terminus of the side cut can be made at “  M e l t ’s 
F e r r y , ”  and the lower branches being cleared of drift, will give 
navigation to the M ississippi.  Should the branches all become 
shallow, as 1 apprehend the N assau  sloHgh will w hen  it washes 
to its natural width, you can continue the side cut around the 
bluff, and terminate on rock in the M ississippi,  at the head of 
the  dead slough.

T h is  plan of improvement can, in myr opinion, be regarded as 
su re  and permanant. T h e re  may be some difficulty at St. 
F rhncisv il le  in getting a good foundation for the north end of 
the  dam ; but most of this dam can certainly be placed on rock.

A l l  the locks will be on rock except one about the middle of 
' th e  side cut, w here  it will  not be exposed to the wash o f  the  

r ive r ,  and therefore equally secure. Sugar creek will have to 
be carr ied  over the canal bank on a w eir .  T h e re  may be a w eak 
point at this w eir; bu t should this point give way, (w hich  should 
be  guarded w ith  all reasonable precautions,)  there  will only he 
a b reach sufficient, to pass Sugar creek th rough the canal bank,.

• a n  in jury  that can be  soon repaired  at a tr ifling expense.
I  w ould  recommend the north, in preference to the south side 

of the r ive r  for locating a side cut, because you can, most of 
the way, run  along the side of a bluff, w h ere  an embankment on 
one side is all that is needed to make a wide canal; and because 
the  same bluff affords abundance of stone for the construction of 
locks, w eirs ,  and protection. T hese  advantages are not obtain
ed on the south side, w h e re  the bottom extends from eight to 
ten  miles, and stone could only be obtained by transporting it 
from St. Francisville , or frcia the bluff before mentioned, on the 
north  side of the river.
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t i n  th e  south side ou r te rm inus w ould be loose sand founda
tion, w h ere  excavations for large pit? w ould have to, be m ade 
severa l feet below  low  water,, in  o rder to bu ild  a w ooden foun
dation ; -while on the no rth  side w e can place locks, m ills, and 
a ll ou r constructions, on Jhe most perm anent foundation w ithou t 
th is expense  and hazard.,.

T he  uniform  w idth of the D es M oines above St. F ran c isv ille  
is abxmt seven  hund red  feet. I t  is sufficiently w ide  to accom 
m odate the steamboats ru nn ing  on th e  u p p er M iss iss ip p i. .

T h e  valley  drained by the D es M oines r iv e r  is exceed ing ly  
fe r tile  and v e ry  ex tensive . E v e ry  acre seem s capable o f cu l
tiva tion . A ll the su rp lu s  products o f this vast coun try , ex 
tend ing  from the m outh in  th e  south cast to its source n ea r the 
nosth-w est. o f  Iow a, w ill na tu ra lly  follow th e  channel o f th is 
r iv e r  to find a m arket. A bundance  of coal, and some ind ica
tions o f o ther valuable m inera ls, a re  found in  th e  course of ou r , 
■survey. I t  is hard  to oyer estim ate th e  fu tu re  products a > 
co un try  so rich  and so easily  b rough t ijjto a state o f cu ltiva tion .

T h e  im provem ent of the  r iv e r  should be com m enced in  v iew  
o f  all these ,c ircum stanees. T he  w prk  should have a  capacity  
suffic ien t to satisfy fu tu re  dem ands ; it  should be a trp jik  upon  
w hich  the S tate may h e rea fte r engraft m any b ranches . C a- . 
pacity , du rab ility , and economy, should charac te rize  the p lans 
w hich are  adopted ; so thftf w h atever is done it m ay prove per-, 
m anently  usefu l. W ith  th is v iew  of th e  m atter, I  w ould  r e 
spectfu lly  recom m end locks w ith  cham bers 44 feet w ide and  : 
175 fee t long.

A s th e  stone on the r iv e r ,is  hard  and very , ex p en siv e  to cu t 
into ash le rs, I  recom m end th e  use o f strong rub le  m asonry , r e n 
dered  ligh t by the use of hyd rau lic  cem ent. T he  en tire  cham 
b er should be covered w ith  th ree  coats. Su,eh locks w ill be 
m uch cheaper, than  stone locks, and I  see no reason to doubt th e ir  
en tire  fitness. T h e  use of h y d rau lic  cem ent has been  tested  in- 
th e  construction  of cisterns all over the country , and it seem s to 
me there fo re  hard ly  necessary  to doubt its adequacy. B u t for 
abundant caution, I recom m end that iron  bars be laid in  the  w alls 
so that th e re  may be a p lank revetm en t on the inside to  se rv e  as 
a  protection and p reven t leakage. If, then , the cem ent fail,
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the inside of the looks can he planked and thus rendered cer
tainly tight. Planking the inside of locks is no experim ent; it 
has also been tested, and the in terest of the money required to 
cut the stone w ill renew the plank as often as required. The 
plan of a look here submitted will show the size of walls and 
other particulars. Dams should be made of stone secured in 
cribs of tim ber. W hen the foundation is good, a base of three 
times the height is, in my opinion, sufficient. W hen the foun
dation is not good it must be made so by piling, and the plan 
w ill be otherw ise modified.

I  submit a plan w ith these slopes and crib abutments. As 
gravel is very  scarce- in many places ofl the river, I  have pro
jected  planking on the centre row of string pieces, which, be
ing carefully spiked on, will render but little gravel necessary 
to make the dam tight.

D raw ings, specifications, and estimates, on these plans are 
herew ith  submitted to the Board and made part of this report. 
T hey  w ill require changes after locations, but they furnish a 
general view  of the character of the work.

I  cannot close this report to the Board without acknowledg
ing the efficient and diligent services of my assistants, Guy 
W ells, Samuel Jacobs, and M- M . Hayden, who have faithful
ly  shared w ith me the toil and exposure of the w inter cam
paign.

Respectfully submitted,
S A M U E L  R. C U R TIS, Chief Engineer.



T H E  S E N A T E . 37T

(A)

S P E C IF IC A T IO N S
. FOR CONSTRUCTING THE WORKS ON THE DES MOINES  

RIVER IMPROVEMENT.

All excavation, piling and bailing, below low w ater, requ ired  
(o. secure a good foundation for locks, dams, and abutments, shall 
be done by the contractor, at actual cost, which cost shall be es
timated by the Principal Engineer ; or this w ork may, at the d is
cretion of the Board of Public W orks, be executed by hands em
ployed and superintended by the agents of the State.

The contractors w ill be expected to commence their w ork  im 
mediately after the letting, and progress with due dilligence, and 
if  the contractor fails or neglects to prosecute the w ork w ith  
due dilligencn, and according to the plans and directions of the 
Engineers, the matter shall be so reported to the Board of P u b 
lic W orks, who will, at their discretion, declare the contract for
feited, and the w ork w ill thereafter, be under the control o f the 
Board.

The gates for the locks, the iron, bolts, spikes, anchor bars, 
the machinery for opening the gates, the steps for heel-posts, 
and the hydraulic lime, w ill be furnished by the Board of Pub
lic W orks to the contractor, who w ill be made responsible for 
their eare and use according to direction.

Changes of location will sometimes be made to lessen the ex 
pense of the w ork ; but increasing quantities of w ork of a partic
u lar kind, or diminishing the quantities, will not change the rate 
of price paid the contractor, unless the matter be agreed upon 
before the change of location ; but a change of location, req u ir
ing a different quality of work, shall require a change of price, 
either more or less, as the case may be. In  such cases the mat
te r 'shall be referred to the Principal Engineer, who shall decide 
the question of change of price, and his decision shall be final and 
binding on the contractor and the State.
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Changes, of plans to snit new developements of localities, may
be made by the Board of Public W orks, at their discretion, and 
the change qf quantity shall not change the rate of price ; but a 
change involving a different kind of w ork shall leave the assess
m ent of advantage or disadvantage to the Principal Engineer, 
who shall deduct from, or add to the pripe due the contractor, as 
he may deem ju s t and right, and his estimate duly made and re
ported to the contractor and to the President of the Board of Pub
lic W orks, shall conclude both the contractor and the State in 
relation to the matter.

A ll the w ork must be made and stand at the risk  of the con
tractor, until the entire contract is completed to the satisfaction 
of the Principal E n g in e e ra n d  all the locks and canals must be 
cleaned out, and other w ork must be in a complete state of fin
ish, before the responsibility of the contractor will ejcpir/s. Due 
allowance must also be made for the settling of banks, when 
banks are finished and before they are fully settled, and this al
lowance w ill be throw n out of the calculation of embankment in, 
paying the contractor.

F O R  M A K IN G  C A N A L .

W hen the ground in the canal is below bottom, it will have to. 
be cleared by cutting the trees down even w ith the earth, and 
rem oving all the logs and brush.

W hen there is excavation which is also to be used as embank
m ent, it will not be paid for as embankment and excavation, but 
shall be denominated according to the name of the greater quan
tity  in the station. If, however, embankment is conveyed over 
BOO feet beyond the end of excavation, measuring along the line 
of the canal, then the contractor shall have pay for both excava
tion and embankment.

The ground w here the inner slope of embankment and centre- 
ten  feet are to be laid, must be grubbed and cleared of all veg
etable matter, and w here the soil requires it, a puddle ditch shall 
be excavated, at the discredion of the Engineer, and estimated 
as excavation. A fter the ground is sufficiently cleared for the 
outer slope, by moving the logs and brush  and removing such 
trees as lean towards the canal, the embankment must be raised
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by successive strata, which strata shall not exceed foar feet in 
thickness, and no vegetable matter m nsl constitute a part of the 
embankment.

T he banks and bottom of canal, and all the w ork connected 
w ith it must conform to the grade and lines of the Engineer, am} 
m ust do so to his satisfaction.

Bids should contain a price per section for grubbing and clear
ing.

A  price per yard for earth excavation.
A  price per yard for rock excavation.
A  price per yard for embankment, and
A  price per perch (o f  25 cubic feet) for protection stone.

F O R  C U L V E R T  O N  SEC T IO N  N O . I II .

This culvert is to have a span of 12 feet, and be about 140 
feet long, w ith a semi-circular arch of two feet. I t w ill have to 
be inserted low in the ground, and have a tim ber foundation, 
covered w ith two inch white or bu rr oak plank, w ell spiked on 
the tim bers, and secured at the upper one w ith sheet piling.—  
The timber is to be of the best wdiite or bu rr oak, large enough 
to square one foot, flattened or hewed straight on the upper and 
low er surface, and laid one foot apart in the clear, across the pit.

The stone are to be of the best quality-, to have good flat beds, 
and to be of such length as to reach through the W’all, and at least 
half as wide as long— their thickness not to be less than four 
inches. E very  stone, when laid, is to point towards the centre 
of the arch.

T h e  wall is to be built in  the most substantial manner, and 
w henever and as often as it is raised two feet, it is to be thor
oughly grouted with hydraulic cement ; but this is not to be done 
w ithout first having been examined by the Engineer, to see 
w hether it is well laid. The wall, while constructing, is to be 
kept level, and of one uniform height, and great care is to be ta 
ken to keep the stone clean, so that the grout may adhere firmly 
to them. Before grouting, the wall is to be thoroughly w et.—  
The stone must be accurately scabbled or hammer dressed to suit 
a pattern of the arch, such as the Engineer may approve ; and 
they must all be laid with close jo in ts.
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B ids m ust be made for m asonry by the perch , w hich will in 
c lu d e  p it excavation, foundation and en tire  finish.

F O R  L O C K  A N D  F O U N D A T IO N .

* T h e  foundation of locks on rock, w ill be p repared  by clearing 
off the earth  and gravel, and should any p art of the rock require  
excavating , it  w ill be regarded  as rock  excavation, and paid for 
as such.

A ll excavation below low  w ater, w ill be done by the State as 
before m entioned. A nd excavation w ill usually  be made for the 
low er m itre  sills and the sw ing  of the low er gates.

W h e re  th e re 'is  earth  foundation, th e  canal excavation w ill be 
estim ated, and lock-p it excavation only estim ated for that part of 
earth  w h ich  requ ires to be moved a fte r the canal is excavated.

T h e  p it m ust be excavated to suitable depth  and w idth accord
ing  to th e  E n g in e e r’s plans, and a tim ber foundation laid in the 
usua l form  of such w orks. T he  tim ber m ust be hew ed on the 
u p p e r  and low er surface, and laid perfectly  level. I t  w ill then 
be covered  w ith  good sound th ree  inch w hite  or bu rr oak plank, 
jo in ted  and laid  close, w ith  bevel edge, according to the plan of 
th e  E n g in ee r. T hese  p lank w ill be w ell sp iked dowm, w ith at 
least five sp ikes for every  ten  superficial feet.

T h e  lock foundation having been  prepared  according to the 
:grade and p lan of the E n g in eer the  m asonry for the w alls shall 
be  com m enced and carried  up in  successive courses. T he face 
and ex te rio r stone m ust contain not less than  five cubic feet, and 
be a t least four inches th ick  ; none of them  m ust have less than 
e igh teen  inches bed, nor less bed than face. T hey  m ust be 
scabbled or ham m er dressed, so as to p resen t a plain surface for 
■a bed, jo in t and face, and m ust bind the w all w ith headers, at 
le a s t one in  every  nine feet, and not less than five feet long, and 
s tre tch e rs  not less than th ree  feet long. T he  in terio r stone m ust 
be carefu lly  and skilfu lly  laid, so as to b ind and secure the en
tire  m ass. T he  grea test care m ust be taken to make the wall 
tigh t w h ere  it is exposed to the p ressu re  of w ater. T his w ill be 
th e  case on all the face stone in the cham ber and the face stone 
above the u pper gates.

T he  ex te rio r stone above the dam and adjacent to a way lor
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w ater, which in some instances, w ill be passed around the outer 
wall, for mill purposes, w ill sustain a pressure of the head of w a
te r, and must also be tight. To secure tight w ork, the joints and 
beds of the exterior course must be pressed down, so there shall 
be no crevice or joint over one fourth of an inch wide. The 
entire wall is to be laid in good lime mortar. The exterior 
courses within two feet of the outside, all round the wall, must 
be laid in mortar made of hydraulic lime. Range w ork is not 
required, but a strong and superior quality of ruble masonry is 
designed, and will be insisted on. The hydraulic lime w ill be 
furnished by the State, but the contractor must erect and keep a 
suitable shelter for it, and preserve it from waste. I t must be 
mixed w ith sand, and used by the contractor according to the 
directions of the Engineer. The coping of the walls w ill be cut 
stone, riot less than ten inches thick, and at least half of the width 
of the wall in length.

Iron bars, furnished by the State, will be incorporated in the 
walls at such interval as the Engineer may direct, and according 
to the plan of the Engineer. Lime, sand and mortar will have 
to be of the best quality, and none but good masons should be 
employed in laying the walls. The species of masonry here re 
quired, is difficult to define, but will be readily understood by 
good workmen. The strength and tightness of the w ork w ill 
depend on,the skill of workmen, and where a sufficient knowl
edge of the art of masonry is not displayed by the workm en en
gaged in  selecting and laying material, the matter may be laid be
fore the Principal Engineer as a sufficient cause to remove the 
contractor; and should the Principal Engineer decide that the 
w ork is not carried on by workmen skilled in the trade, the con
tract may, at the discretion of the Board be declared forfeited, 
and taken out of the hands of the contractor.

In  bids for a Lock, there should be proposed as follows :
A  price per yard for pit excavation in earth.
A  price per yard for rock excavation.
A  price per yard for embankment.
A  price per square foot for foundation timber.
A  price per hundred feet board measure for three inch plank 

in  foundation.
48
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A  p rice p e r hundred  feet board m easure for tw o inch p lank 
laid as floor in  cham ber of lock.

A  p rice p e r  perch  (o f  25  cubic fe e t)  for m asonry in lock 
w alls.

A  p rice p e r yard  for protecting stone, and
A  p rice p e r cubic foot for m itre sills.

F O R  A  D A M  A N D  A B U T M E N T .

W here  it  is possible the dams w ill be placed on rock founda
tion. In  such locations bu t little w ork  is needed before com
m encing the dam. T here  m ust be a surface prepared  across the 
•river, upon w hich the low er sills m ust bebo lted  w ith  iron bolts. 
T he  ties w ill be carefully  fram ed across these sills, and pinned 
to them  w ith  seasoned w hite-oak pins, tw o inches in diam eter.—  
Upon these ties a second course of string  pieces w ill be fram ed 
and pinned, and so the w ork  w ill p rogress. A  course of string  *  

pieces m ust be carried  up  in  the cen tre , and tw o  inch plank care
fully fitted to the upper side and spiked on, covering the face and 
making the dam w ater tigh t from the bottom to the top.

T he cribs are  to be filled w ith  stone as the w ork  progresses. 
T he dam is to be draw n in  as it rises in the sty le of a pent-roof, 
and w hen  erected  to its proper he igh t, it is to be covered w ith 
th ree  inch w hite  or bu rr-oak  plank on the low er, and tw o inch 
w hite or bu rr-oak  plank on the u p p er slope. T hese  plank are 
to be p inned on w ith  seasoned w hite-oak pins in  the most oare- 
fu l and substantial m anner.

T he ou ter and centre string  pieces (thosetim bers w hieh cross 
the r iv e r )  m ust be one foot square, hew ed square and straight. 
T he rem ainder of the string  pieces and ties may be made of 
round, stra igh t tim ber, not less than ten  inches in  diam eter at the 
small end. T h e  splices, notches and connections of tim ber,ev 
eryw here , m ust be carefully made in the best sty le of carpentry . 
F o r this pu rpose, all the strings and ties m ust be hew ed square 
at the points of connection, and notches m ust be laid off and cut 
w ith  a saw  so as to secure a complete jo in t.

W ooden p ins, w hich are to be used in the w ork , m ust be made 
of even size and round, so as to fit the tw o inch augur holes.— 
T hey m ust be made before the tim ber is laid, and subjected to the

t
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inspection of the Engineer. The abutments will, also, be crib 
of work. The timber to be white or burr-oak, hewed one foot 
square, and straight. The upper end of the abutments w ill be 
covered, (as shown by the plan,) with two inch white or burr- 
oak plank, jointed and spiked on to the abutment tim bers.—  
W here a crib is required to conduct w ater around the abutment 
it w ill be made similar to the abutment, and constitute a part of 
it. The dam, abutments, and cribs for conducting w ater around 
the abutments will he understood as part of the dam, and inclu
ded in  the same contract.

Bids for building a dam must contain proposals as follows :
A  price for round timber for ties and string pieces, per lin

eal foot.
A  price for square timber used in dam and abutment, p er lin

eal foot.
A  price per hundred feet, board measure, for three inch plank.
A  price per hundred feet, board measure, for two inch plank.
A  price per perch (o f 25 cubic feet) for stone in cribs.
A  price per cubic yard for excavation of earth in abutment 

pits.
A  price per cubic yard for excavation of rock in abutm ent 

pits.
A  price per cubic yard for embankment, and
A  price per cubic yard for gravel above dam,
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(B) .
Form o f  Proposals prescribed fo r  bidders at the f irs t letting o f  the 

Des Moines river improvement.
To t h e  B o a r d  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I o w a  :

G e n t l e m e n  : ----- --------------propose to construct the following work
on the Des Moines River Improvement, on the following terms:

FOR LOCK No.--------  D o l l s ,  C t s .
Excavation of earth for Lock-pit, per cubic yard,
Excavation of rock for Lock-pit, per cubic yard,
Puddling in lock foundation, per cubic yard,
Embankment per cubic yard,
Foundation timber, laid in w ork, per square foot,
3 inch white or burr oak plank, laid in foundation per hun

dred feet, board measure,
2 inch white or burr oak plank, laid as floor in chamber oi 

lock, per 100 feet, board measure,
Masonry laid in Lock walls, per perch of 25 cubic feet,
Stone protection for embankment, per perch of 25 cubic feet,
M itre sills, per cubic foot, laid in work,

FOR DAM  No.   AND ABUTM ENT.
Round timber, used as ties and string pieces, laid in work, 

per lineal foot,
Square timber used in dam and abutment, laid in w ork, per 

lineal foot,
3 inch white or burr oak plank, laid in w ork, per hundred 

feet board measure,
2 inch white or burr oak plank, laid in w ork, per hundred 

feet, board measure,
Stone, in cribs of dam and abutments, per perch of 25 cubic 

feet,
Excavation of earth, for abutment pits, per cubic yard,
Excavation of rock, for abutment pits, per cubic yard,
Embankment of earth, per cubic yard,
Stone protection of bank above and below abutment, where 

it is required, per perch,
Gravel above dam, laid as directed by the engineer, per cu

bic yard,
All the above work to be done according to the plans and specifications, 

unless otherwise directed by the Engineer.

(C)
Form o f  proposals fo r  Canal work prescribed at the f irs t letting o f  

the Des Moines river improvement.
To t h e  B o a r d  o f  P u b l i c  W o r k s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I o w a :

G e n t l e m e n  : -------------------propose to construct the following work
on the Des Moines River Improvement, on the following terms :

FOR CANAL, SECTION N o .  D o l l s .  |C t s .
Grubbing and clearing, per section,
Excavation of earth per cubic yard,
Excavation of rock, per cubic yard,
Bmbankment, per cubic yard,
Stone protection of embankment, per perch of 25 cubic feet,
M asonry of Culvert, per perch of 25 cubic feet which will 

include pit, excavation, foundation, and entire finish,
All the above w ork to be done according to the plans and specifications, 

unless otherwise directed by the Engineer.

D o l l s .
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•, at St. Francisville, w ith p a rt gravel 
hoi ami.

126 cross-tics 45 E'--', 5 .670,
63 38 “ E E E ,
63 “ 32  “ 2 .0 :6 ,
63 “  26 “ “ 1 ,638,
63 “ 20 “ “ 1,260,
63 “ 15 “ “ .945,
63 “ 8 .5  “ “ 535 ,— 14,458 ,at 4 cts. $ 5 7 8  32

2 ,700  piles, various lengths, at $ 2  each, 5 ,4 0 0  GO
32 string pieces 750 feet each, 24 ,000 , at 8 cents, 1 ,920  00
90 M  feet, b. meas., 3 inch plank on low er slope,

and apron, at $ 1 5 , 1 ,350  00
28,500 fept, b. measure, 2  inch plank on upper slope

at $ 1 4 , 399  00
20.000 feet, b. measure, sheet piling, at $ 1 5 , 300  GO
12.000 feet, b. measure, vertical plank to tighten

dam, at $ 1 5 , • ' ISO 00
11,460 perch of stone, 1,5-36 neroh of timber,
9 ,922  perch stone, at $ 1 , 9 ,9 2 2  00
T w o abutments, as per estimates, at $ 4 3 7  84 each, 87 5  68
Excavation of 2  abutment pits, 1,000 yds, at 15 c ., 150 00

$ 2 1 ,0 7 5  00

S A M U E L  R. C U R T IS , Principal E ngineer, 
Engineer's office, March 15, 1848.

Estimated cost o f  Guard Lode at head o f  canal a t S t Francisville. 
244 perch of masonry iif w all, at $ 3 , $ 7 3 2  00

10 barrels hydraulic cement, at $ 3  50 , 35  00
21,000 ft foundation timbers 2  sides hew n

$ 6 , 126 00  
6,300 “ b measure, 3 inch plank, at $ 1 5 , 94 50

1,400 “ “ (tw o  row s) sheet pi
ling, at 15, 21 00

880 ft. b. m. flooring planks, 2 inch at 14 12 32
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16 iron rods laid in wall, at $1 each, 16 00
400 yards excavation after canal is ex

cavated, at 12 cents, 48 00
500 yards embankment after walls are 

erected, at 15 cents, 75 00
G ates, as per estimate, lock gates, 426 75

 $1,586 57
S A M U E L  R. C U R TIS, Principal Engineer. 

E ng ineer’s department, M arch 20 ,1848.

E st imate o f  loch on side cut near L ittle Yellow Bank, Des Moines
river.

2.000 cubic yards excavation of lock pit, after canal 
is excavated, the banks being left 1-2 to 1-6 feet 
cutting, 8 feet to lock bottom, to re p e a t; 2,000
yards, at 12 cents, $240 00

I,134  yards lock embankment to be put in at lower
end of lock after walls are erected, at 15 cents, 170 10

15.000 feet foundation timber, 2 sides hewn, at 6 c. 900 00
47.000 “ board measure, 3 inch plank covering 

foundation timber, at 2 1-2 cts., 705 00
15,200 feet board measure, 2 inch plank, floor of

lock pit, at 1 1-2 cents, 228 00
3,920 feet board measure, sheet piling, five cour

ses four feet deep, at 1 l-2 c ts .,  58 80)
1,900 perches masonry in lock walls, at $3 , 5,700 00

50 bbls. hydraulic cement, at $3  50, 175 00
160 iron bars w ith links at the end, laid in the 

wall, at $1 each, « 160 00
II ,4 3 0  spikes for flooring, at 6 cents, 685 80
Gates, as per estimate, ' 853 50

$9,876 20

S A M ’L R. C U R TIS , Principal Engineer. 
E ngineer’s Office, Fairfield, M arch 20, 1848.
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E stim ate o f  the cost o f  a Lock at M otPs Ferry.

E stim ated lift tw en ty -tw o  feet. L o w er m itre  sill to 
be placed th ree  feet below  low  w ater. W alls 
estim ated  a t 30  feet h igh. T h e  w hole on rock 
bottom.

1,000 yard s p it excavation, a fte r  canal is excavated,
a t ten  cen ts, $ 1 0 0  00

5,400  perches o f m asonry in  w all (3 0  X 10 x 2 2 5 ),
at $ 3 , 16 ,200  00

100 b arre ls  hydrau lic  cem ent, at $ 3  50, 350 00
200 iron  bars laid in  lock, at $ 1 , 200  00

G ates, 1 ,200 00

$18 ,050 - 00

E stim ated cost o f  Lock a t “ Cowpcn’s Old M ill f  rock founda tion ;

E xcavation  of lock pits, clearing  off rock, &c., $‘100 00
2,000 p erch  m asonry, at $ 3 , 6 ,000  00

75  b arre ls hydraulic cem ent, at $ 3  50 , 36 2  50
160 iron  bars w ith  links, at $ 1 , 160 0 0

G ates, as p e r  estim ate, 853  00

$ 7 ,3 7 6  00

$ 5 7 8  32  
1 ,920 00

1,350 00

399  00

180 00 
9 ,922  00

Estim ated cost o f  a D am  a t same place.

14,458 feet round tim ber for ties, at 4 cents,
24 .000  “  s tring  pieces, (7 5 0  each ,) at 8  cents,
90 .000 “  board m easure, 3 inch  p lank on low er 

slope, at $ 1 5 ,
28,500 feet board m easure, 2  inch  p lank on upper 

slope, at $ 1 4 ,
12.000 feet board m easure, vertical p lank in centre 

of dam, at $15 ,
9 ,922  feet perch  stone crib  filling, at $1
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One abutment, 437 84
Excavation of abutment pit, 75 00

$14,862 16
Cost of lock, brought down 7,376 00

Total cost of Dam and Lock, $22,238 16

S A M U E L  R. C U R TIS, Principal Engineer. 
E ngineer’s Office, Fairfield, M arch 20th, 1848.

Estimates fo r  all the lock gates o f  a lock v:iih walls 181-2 f t .  high. 
T IM B E R .

M itre  sill 214 feet, 12 square timber, oak, at 6 cts. $12 84 
Quoin post, 76 “ oak, at 10 cts. 7 60
A rm s, pine timber, 4 sticks, 23.79 x 16 x 14 at 

the ends, and 16 x 20 in the middle ; 8 sticks 
22.62 x 12 x 14 at the ends, and 12 x 20 in the 
middle ; 16 sticks 22.62 x 8 x 14 at the ends, 
and 8 x 20 in the middle,

Amounting in the order in which they stand to
95.16 feet, at 10 cents, 9 00

180.96 “ “ “ 18 09
361.92 “ “ “  36 19

H eel posts, oak, 20.2 x 17 x 16 x 4 stick s= 8 0 .8  ft.
at 10 cents, 8 06

Toe posts, oak, 19 x 14 x 16 x 4 s tick s= 7 6 .0  feet,
at 10 cents, 7 60

Tim ber between the paddle gates, pine, 12 sticks,
2.6 x 12 x 1 6 = 3 0 ., at 10 cents, 3 00

Plank for gates, pine, 2,758 feet board measure, at
$15  per M , 41 37

I ron— 689 wrought spikes, 5 inches long, at 6 cts.
each, 41 34

2 x 15 bolts for mitre sills, IS x 1 1-2 square,
222 lbs., at 5 cents, 11 10

4 capstans and chains, 100 00
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56 heel and toe straps 
6 * 2  1 -2 * 1 -2 , 1,416 lbs.

232 feet lineal, iron braces
3 x 1 - 2  1,160 “

12 valve rods 20 x 1 1-2
square, 1,200 “

96 feet hog braces, 1 1 -2
square, 480 “

 4,256 lbs. at 5 cts., 212 80
4 steps for heel posts, at $3 , 12 00
4 steps for hog braces, at $3 , 12 00

12 paddle gates, at $10 , 120 00
Carpenter w ork on four gates, 100 00
Blacksmith w ork on gates, 100 00

$853 50

S A M U fiL  R. CU R TIS, Frincipal Engineer,' 
Engineer’s Office, Fairfield, M arch 20, 1848,

49
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DESCRIPTION AND ESTIMATE 
O F  W O R K  ON T H E  D E S  M O IN E S  R IV E R  IM P R O V E M E N T .

SECTION No. 1.—L o c k  N o . 1.
Jit M ott's Ferry on the JDes Moines River. 

A m ount. T ota l A in’t.
1)000 Cubic yard3 p it  excavation after canal is

excavated, 10 cents, $  ICO 00
5,400 Perches m asonry  in w all, $3 00, 16.200 00

100 'B arrels hyd rau lic  cem ent, $3 £0, 350 00
200 Iron  bars la id  in w all, S I, 200 00

L ock gates, 1,200 00 $18,050 00

SECTION No. 2.
From Bradman's M ill to three mile tree.

3,490 F ee t g rubbing and clearing , 400 00
400 P erch  pro tection  Mone on 400 feet o f em 

bankm ent adjoining lock  12 x 2 K 400 
l'eet,'at 50 c ts ., 200 00

79,833 Cubic yards o f  em bankm ent, a t S c ts ., 6,391 04 6,991 04
On th is section  the cen tra l p a rt o f ca

nal is en tirely  below  bottom . I t  w ill be 
n ecessary  to cut the  tim ber in canal dow n 
even w ith  the ground  and rem ove all ru b 
b ish , such as b rush , logs, & c. T he ca
nal is laid  off a t various w id ths w here 
the re  is em bankm ent, to  give easier p as
sage to  boats. T h is  m ay increase the 
c learing  a little  b u t it  is no t expected  to 
increase the grubbing  w h ich  13 only re 
quired under th e  inner slope and cen tre  
ten feet o f the  banks.

SECTION No. 3.
From the 3rd to the 4th Mile.

3,000 F ee t a t w est end o f g rubbing  & clearing , 100 00
101,868 Cubic vard3 o f  em bankm ent, a t 7 c ts ., 7,340 76

180 Fcrches m asonry in culvert at $3 50, 630 CO
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Amount. Total Ain't,
W eir 100 feet long to be, hereafter con

tracted for, say, 200 00 8,020 70
Culvert at station 26 span 12 feet.—

Semi-circular arch of stone 2 feet. This 
culvert w ill have to be inserted low in 
the ground and have tim ber foundation 
covered w ith tw o iuch oak plank spiked 
on the timbers. The tim bers m ust be 
hewed straight on the upper and lower 
surface. The stone must all be scabbled 
or hammer dressed to suit a pattern of 
the arch, and laid w ith close joints.

Bids must be made for m asonry by the 
perch, which will include p it excava 
tiop, foundation and entire finish.

SECTION No. 4.
Prom, the 4th to the 5th .Mile,

3,846 Feet grubbing and clearing, 500 00
1-30,744 Cubic yards o f embankment, a t 11 cts., 14,381 84-

2,753 Perches protection stone on 1,434 feet 
of embankment, 3 feet th ick  and 16 feet
high, at 60 cts., 1,651 80-> 16,533 64
This section includes the heavy em

bankment opposite the big yellow bank3 
which,is 1,434 feet long.

SECTION No. 5.
From the 5th Mile to sta, JVo. 5, on same Mile.

5,280 Feet grubbing and clearing, 600 00
17,714 Cubic yards excavation, at 8 cts., 1,417 12
37,184 Cubic yards embankment, at 8 cts. 2,994 72

W eir to be erected by the State or here
after contracted for, say 3,000 00 7,991 84
This section includes the narrows be

low the mouth o f Sugar creek where 
tiie embankment will be partly  in the 
river and therefore require protecting.
Three hundred feet of canal west of the 
pesent mouth of Sugar creek w ill be 
required to have the earth placed on the 
north side, or otherwise to suit a wier 
that will be erected at that point.
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SECTION No. 6.
From sta. 5 , on the 5th M ile to the 1th Mile.

Amount. Total Am’t.
5.280 Feet grubbing and clearing, 800 00

52,409 Cubic yards o f excavation, at 8 cts., 4,192 72
5,493 Cubic yards of embankment, at 7 cts., 884 51 5,377 23

SECTION No. 7.
From the 1th mile to the 5th sta. on same mile.

5.280 Feet grubbing and clearing, 800 00
<51,916 Cubic yards, excavation, at 8 cts., 4,953 28 5,753 28

SECTION N q, 8'.
From 5th sta. on 1th mile to the 9th mile.

5.280 Feet grubbing and clearing, 700 00
13,528 Cubic yards excavation, at 7 cts., 946 96
82,767 Cubic yards embankment at 12 1-2 cts. 9,932 04

4,477 Perch protection stone, at 80 cts. 3,581 60 15,15? 60
LOCK No. 2.

2.000 Cubic yards, excavation in lock pit after
canal is excavated the banks being 
left 11-2 of one; to 6 feet cut and 8 feet 
to canal botom, at 12 cts., 240 00

1,134 Cubic yards, lock embankment to be put 
in at lower end of lock after the walls 
are erected at 15 cts.,

15.000 Square feet foundation timber, hewed on
two sides, at 6 cts.,

47.000 Feet board measure 3 inch plank, cover
ing to foundation at 1 1-2 cts.,

15,200 Feet board m easure; 2 inch plank j floor 
of lock p it at $1 50 cts.,

3,920 Feet board measure, 2 in. plank ; 5 cour
ses 4 feet deep, sheet piling at $1 50 c.

1,900 Perches masonry in lock walls, at $3,
50 Barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50,

160 Iron bars w ith links at the end laid in 
walls at $1,

Spikes, &c.,
Gates as per estimate, 853 50 9,876 20

This section icludes lock No. 2, wTith 
timber and plank foundation and the 
heavy embankment at the the little yel
low banks, which is 2.332 ft. in length,

170 10

900 00

705 00

228 00

58 80
5,700 00

175 00

160 00
685 50
853 50
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SECTION No. 9.
From, the 9th to the 10th mile.

Amount.
3,700 Feet grubbing and clearing, 600 00

49,100 Cubic yards excavation, at 7 cts., 3,437 00

SECTION No. 10.
From the 10th to the 1 Ith mile.

5,280 Grubbing and clearing, 700 00
62,623 Cubic yards excavation, 5,009 84

SECTION No. 11.
From the 11 th to the 12th mile.

5,280 Feet grubbing and clearing, 800 00
43,763 Cubic yards excavation, at 8 cts., 3,501 04

GOARD LOCK.
244 Perches masonry in wall at $3, 732 00

10 Barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50, 35 00
400 Square feet foundation timbers hewed on

two sides, at 6 cts., 126 00
8,580 Feet (board measure) 2 and 3 inch oak

plank, at $1 50, 128 70
16 Iron rods laid in the wall 16 00

400 Cubic yards excavation of pit after canal
is excavated, at 12 cts., 48 00

500 Yards embankment after Walls are erec
ted, at 15 cts., 75 00

Lock sales as per estimate, 426 75
This section includes the guard lock

near the bed of canal.

D A M  No. 1.
Located at St. Francisville.

14,458 Lineal feet round tim ber for ties, at 6 c. 578 32
2,700 Piles various lengths, 5,400

24,000 Lineal f t. timber for string pieces at 8 c. 1,920
122,000 Feet board measure, three inch plank per

hundred, $1 50, 1,830
28,500 Feet board measure two inch plank per

thousand $14, 399
9,922 Perch of etone in cribs, at §1, 9,922 ■

Two abutments as per estimate, 875 68
1,000 Cubic yards excavation in abutment pits,

at 15 cts., 150 00

Total Am ’t. 

4,037 00

5,709 84 

4,301 04

1,587 45

21,075 00
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DAM No. 2.
Located at Coii'vwis’ old Mill.

Amount
Excavation of lock pit, 100 00

2,000 Perches masonry in lock walls, at $3, 6,000
75 Barrels hydraulic cement at $3 50, 262

160 Iron bars with links laid in wall at $1, 160
Gates as per estimate, 853 50

DAM.
14,458 Lineal feet round timber forties at 4 c., 578 32
24,000 Lineal feet hewed timber for string pie

ces, at 8 cts.. 1,920
90,000 Feet B. M. 3 inch plank on lower slope,

at $15; 1,350
28,500 Feet B. M. 2 inch plank on upper slope,

at $14, 399
12,000 Feet B. M. 2 inch plank for centre dam,

at $15, ISO,
9,922 Perches stone crib filling, at $1 9,922

One abutment, 437 84
Excavation of abutment pit, 75 ~

DAM No. S.—LOCK No. 4., 
Jit Thoms Mill.

The items and the cost of th is dam and 
lock will be about the same as dam No.
2, and lock No. 3, 22,238 16

W alls & races for mills at various points,

Add ten per cent for contingencies,

Total -<Lm’t.

7,376. 00

14,862 16

22,238 16 
5,000 00

$183,303 08 
18,330 30

Total, $201,633 33

SAM UEL R. CURTIS, Chijrf Engineer.
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E N G IN E E R ’S REPORT, NO. 2.

E n g i n e e r ’s  O f f i c e .  K e o k u k ,  I o w a ,  )  
Nov. 20, 1848. \

To the Board o f  Public - Works:
After receiving your directions to prepare a portion of the 

work on the Des Moines river for contract, I proceeded with 
my assistants and located that portion below Farmington, a dis
tance by our first measurement of 32 miles. Following the 
course of description pursued in my report of 20th March last, 
beginning at the mouth of Nassau Slough, and running up the 
stream, I  will proceed to describe the character of the work as 
located, contracted, and now in rapid progress.

The drift must be removed from the Nassau Slough, and pre
parations have been made to this effect. After this is done we 
have navigation to Mott’s Ferry, a distance from the Mississip
pi of near two miles.

Here commences the side cut suggested in my former report 
which extends from Mott’s Ferry up to St. Francisville, a dis
tance by the canal of ten miles. The corresponding distance on 
the river line, we made twelve, so that we save by the canal, 
two miles. The object of this side cut as I suggested before, is 
to avoid the sandy, crooked channel of the river, and low banks, 
which on this section preclude the idea of a system of dams and 
locks.,

At Mott’s Ferry we have a rock foundation to build our first 
lock on. It will have a lift of 22 feet. The capacity is that 
adopted by the Board for all the work being 44 feet by 175 in 
the chamber. The rock at this point, also affords a safe and 
convenient location for the application of the water power, ac
cumulated by the canal. There will be 22 feet fall—enough 
for overshot water wheels. By an increase of 10 feet in the

&
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height of the bank for five miles ,ten feet more head can be 
added to this— this can be made if  found expedients at any time 
hereafter, and by this means the fall at this point, will be 32 feet. 
T he fall is such as to admit wheels that cannot be checked by 
high back water, as the M ississippi and Des Moines seldom 
rise over nine feet and never over fifteen at this point. A n im
mense w ater power will thus be accumulated, at a point conven
ien t for all kinds of manufactories, and it can be so applied as to 
continue a constant power. The value of this power to the State 
w ill be much enhanced by the safe rock foundation to build up
on, and the convenience of m arket afforded by its immediate con
nection with the M ississippi river. No rock could be found on 
any branch of the Des Moines, below this point— on the contra
ry the Des Moines below, divides into several branches, which 
ru n  through sandy bottoms, occasionally overflown. A t low 
stages of the river, these branches prove very shallow, except 
the Nassau Slough, which is narrow, and deep. The first lock 
is also located so as to accommodate all these lower branches.— 
A t low water the Nassau Slough is the only one which affords 
sufficient depth, and it is therefore the only channel, upon which 
m uch effort should be made to improve. This lock is also loca
ted so as to admit a continuation of the canal down to the M is
sissippi, if  the channel of the Slough should hereafter fill u p ; 
and by this continuation a term inus can be made at the M issis
sippi. The objection to such a continuation, is the expense of 

.getting a good foundation for a lock at the M ississippi, and the 
additional expense of two more miles of canal. I f  therefore the 
Slough should become useless for navigation, it will be after the 
resources from the tolls arising from the improvement, will fu r
nish means to construct an adequate remedy.

Rising by a lift of 22 feet at this lower lock, the canal leaves 
the river and meanders ’round the side of the bluff only requir
ing for the first mile one embankment on the lower side. Thence 
it crosses a wide level prairie w ith two embankments coming to 
the river again at the “ big yellow banks” — (a  bluff or head 
land that has been washed bare, and precipitous, and rising over 
100 feet above the levej of the canal.) W e pass this bluff by an 
embankment in the river, with slopes of two to one, and pro-

«
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tecled w ith “ Rip rap” stone wall on the outer slope. Again, 
leaving the river, the canal meanders ’round the foot of the blufl' 
requiring but one embankment on the lower side. The second 
lack of ten feet lift was at first located on section eight, but as the 
work progressed, many reasons induced me to adopt a point on 
section five near the mouth of Sugar Creek. The heavy rains 
this season caused such sudden and extensive floods of w ater in 
Sugar Creek, as to increase my former doubts as to the safety of 
a wrier to pass this stream over the canal. By carrying the head 
of water down to its present location, I am enabled to change the 
channel of Sugar Creek so as to carry it under an aqueduct, 
which will be located, above the lock. This will be much safer 
than the w ier first proposed. The only danger is the effect of 
drift, which will be guarded as much as possible.

The deep cutting on section six, and some appearance of 
quicksand in the bottom of the canal on this section, had some 
influence in prducing this change. As the change was made 
subsequent to the contract it involves the adjustment of the 
rights of contractors, which adjustment is provided for in the 
terms of the contract, and will be carefully and equitably deter
mined in view of the rights of the contractors and the State.

The canal passes the “ Little Yellow Banks” by a heavy em
bankment similar to that on section 4,—the Big Yellow banks 
before alluded to.

A  guard lock is to be erected on section eleven near the up
per end of the canal to shut out all extraordinary high freshpts 
from the canal, and by this means guard against breaches. Such 
freshets will only occur in periods of several years, and will 
on such occasions delay navigation, but two or three days.

The minimum width of the canal is 50 feet on the bottom, 
with slopes of two to one. In  many places the canal is 100 feet 
w ide. I t is designed to have five feet depth of w ater, and will 
therefore .be at the narrow est place 70 feet w7ide on the water 
line.

The canal connects with the pool of the dam at St. Francis- 
ville. This dam is located on rock which extends from the M is
souri shore, about half way across the river, when it gradually 
sinks below our soundings. The greatest possible care will be 

50
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taken to secure the north end of this dam, which is necessarily 
located on sandy foundation. A  pile engine is calculated to be 
in  readiness for driving piles by the 1st of Ja n u a ry ; and I  de
sign to protect the abutment and shore with clusters of piles, 
filled in  with masses of stone, and brush. The dam after all 
our precautions, will be likely to settle at the first or second 
freshet, especially near the connecting point o f the rock and 
sandy foundation. I t will thus get a deeper foundation, and by 
building up, it will become much more secure after it has so 
settled to a lower level. The like security could be obtained by 
excavating a bed for the dam, and filing it in the first place w ith 
brush and stone ; but this would be much more expensive than 
to build up the dam after it has underwashed and settled, and 
probably cost more than the expense of repairing a breach.

In  my survey of the river, mile trees w ere marked, according 
to the meanders then taken along the river. The construction of 
the side cut reduces the distance very near two miles ; so that by 
changing the marked trees, deducting two miles frcm the fig
ures, will give distances by the line of improvement sufficiently 
accurate. W ith this correction the second dam is located at 
Cowpen’s old mill, nineteen miles and thirty-one chains from the 
M ississippi. The lift o f the lock at this dam will be 10.93 
feet, and the dam fourteen feet high. The third dam will be at 
“ Thomas’s M ill,” twenty-five miles and seventy-three chains 
from the M ississippi. This dam will be fourteen feet high and 
the lift of the lock will be 10.32 feet.

This dam carries us through the w ork contracts on the first of 
June . A ll the contractors are now on the work, and progress
ing w ith great vigor.

In  my former report I spoke of the stone as being hard, and 
expensive to cut. On opening the quarries, I am happy to find 
occasion to correct this statement. Several quarries of excel
lent sand stone have been found, which furnish superior build
ing stone, very easy to work. This is especially the character 
of the quarries at “Thomas’s M ill,” and at “ Cowpen’s old M ill,”  
and from the success in these quarries, I  am satisfied that the 
best of stone will be obtained; at least as far up as Ottumwa, 
which is all'the line I  have yet, examined. Such is the beauty
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and ease of working some'of Yhese sand stone, that I  apprehend 
they may yet become an important item in the commerce of the 
river. The stone is so easily prepared for range w ork that 
contractors will generally adopt that character of masonry for 
their own convenience.

Should the quarries furnish stone equal to present appearan
ces, w ith your approval, I  shall dispense with the iron bars, 
which I  recommended in my former report, and also th e . plas
tering of the face w ith hydraulic cement, laying the face stone 
in hydraulic cement as contemplated by the specifications, and 
pointed w ith the best of mortar, will, as I  believe, answer every 
purpose,.and secure w ork of superior quality. In  connection 
w ith this developement of stone, it is proper to state, also, that 
a large quantity of limestone suitahle for , manufacturing ̂  hy
draulic cement has been discovered in the neighborhood of Soap 
creek, seventy miles from the Mississippi,, and in the immedi
ate vicinity of the Des Moines. IVfr. Richard Cave, an enter
prising citizen of Iowa, has commenced the manufacture, and 
furnished me w ith various specimens, which are exposed to the 
influence of frosts for ,the purpose of testing the quality of the 
cement. Should it prove to be of a good quality (and we have 
reason.to anticipate success,) it will no doubt be of-great value 
to the State, and reduce very much my estimate of the cpst of 
this item. .

By a comparison of the contract prices, w ith my former esti
mates submitted w ith  my report No. 1, I  find some variance in 
items, bu t a close agreement in the aggregate. The lock, gates, 
iron, and w ork below low w ater is not contracted, and can only 
be matters of estimate. From  the proposals which have been 
made on these items, I  am. inclined to believe they will fall short 
of the estimate, and thus reduce the probable cost of the w ork 
below my former estimate.

The substitution of an aqueduct, instead of a w eir at Sugar 
creek may add a little to the cost of the lower line.

From  the contracts, and from my former estimates, of iron and 
other w ork not contracted, including the aqueduct on Sugar creek, 
I consider it safe to calculate the whole cost of the first letting,
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and all other work applicable to pic improvement below Farm 
ington at $213,357 87.

W ith a view to the second letting I  furnished the Board with 
a list of dams and locks necessary to carry the navigation up to 
Ottumwa. The locations may be designated as follows :

Dam No. 4, near Farmington, 31.24 miles from lower end of 
the improvement, 15 feet high, 11.5 feet lift.

Dam No, 5— Bonaparte, 36 miles, 11 feet high, 7.47 feet lift.
Dam No. 6— Bentonsport, 39.55 miles, 15 feet high, 12,29 

feet lift.
Dam No. 7-—Keosauqua, 48 miles, 15 feet high, 11.76 feet 

lift.
Dam No. 8— Bowel’s, 56.25 miles, 14 feet high, 11.02 feet 

lift,
Dam No. 9—Portland, 63.40 miles, 15,5 feet high. 12,55 feet 

lift.
Dam No. 10— Jordon, 71.40 miles, 15.5 feet high, 12.43 feet 

lift.
Dam No. 11— Kalesback, 79 miles, 10.5 feet high, 7.47 feet 

lift.
Dam No. 12— Rowlands, 83 miles, 10 feet high, 6.87 feet 

lift.
Dam No. 13— Sugar Creek, 87.20 miles, 10.5 faet high, 7.48 

feet lift.
The pool of the last dam, raises the water three feet at the 

head of the ripple at Ottumwa, 91 miles from the M ississippi 
river,

W ithout going minutely into the detail of each item of each 
dam, I  have compared the contract prices with my estimated 
quantities of m aterial; and by this means I  estimate the cost em
braced in the second letting, at $264,000. Adding my estimate 
of cost under contracts from the M ississippi to Farmington, 
($213,337 37) and we have the total cost from the M ississippi 
to Ottumwa $477,357 38.

These dams vary in height to suit the banks and other pecu
liarities of the river. No considerable amount of lands will be 
overflown at any point. The beds of small streams will have 
standing water in them, but this wTill only be a convenience to
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adjacent farm s, by fu rn ish ing  w ater at all tim es, in  different fields, 
for various purposes.

M uch  anxiety  has been expressecTthat locations should be ad
ju s te d  to su it tow ns, mills, and other artificial constructions. A s 
i’ar as possible I  have considered these  w ith  o ther m otives ; b u t 
they  m ust be secondary. T he  D es M oines im provem ent, if  con
structed  according to p resen t designs, m ust stand th e  te s t o f ages. 
T he  m asses of m aterial are im perishable rock. R epa irs w ill no 
doubt be req u ired . H um an reason is not capable of contriv ing  
any th ing  th a t w ill re s is t all the  ravages of tim e. B u t durability, 
economy and strength  have been the first and leading considera
tions in  m aking plans and locations. R ock foundations have been 
secured  for every  lock, and in  all instances, e ither all o ra  p a rt o f 
each dam is founded on rock. T he least possible num ber of 
locks, b ridges, side cu ts, and o ther obstacles, calculated to cause 
delays, have been  projected . T h ere  are g reat advantages w h ich  
w ill re su lt from  speedy, certain and cheap transportation  on th is 
im provem ent. N o local in terest should be the cause of any p re j
udice to such  considerations. N o country  can produce m ore ag
ricu ltu ra l w ealth  than that w ith in  six ty  m iles, on either side of 
th is riv e r. T h is  is no exaggeration . E v ery  acre , both of the 
bottom and u p  land, is sim ilar in  appearance and fe rtility  to the 
r ich  bottoms so m uch adm ired in  Ohio, N ew  Y ork  and P en n sy l
vania. T im ber, coal, stone, p laster paris, earthenw are  and o ther 
artic les a t p resen t unthought of, b u t incident to the valley , w ill 
be transm itted  th rough  this channel. T he w ater pow er accu
m ulated  at each dam can be, and should be afforded low , for the 
purpose o f a ttracting  to the country  all kinds o f m anufactories. 
N o  country can afford g rea te r, and I doubt w h eth er any can af
ford like  advantages to m anufactories. T he cheap productions, 
th e  soil, the  clim ate, the connection w ith  the M ississipp i, and 
th rough  it to  the wool, cotton, and in  fact to all o ther countries, 
combined w ith  the perm anent, cheap and im m ense pow er for 
m oving m achinery , create an accum ulation of advantages w hich  
m ust soon be observed and occupied by those engaged in  v a ri
ous kinds of m anufacture. T he  product of every  species of m e
chanical sk ill w ill be added to the articles of the com m erce of the 
D es M oines im provem ent.
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In  addition to these resources, which m ust grow outo|> the im
mediate vicinity of this work, there is a more extended view of 
the matter, which I alluded to in my former, report, and will now, 
more definitely refer to. This is the first improvement design
ed to draw  in the resources of the country w est of the M issis
sippi, and though we ought not in advance to boast an example, 
w e certainly ought to avoid a discouragement to similar enter- 
p rize. There, are several rivers, w est of the M ississippi, long
er than the Des M oines, which at first sight would appear to 
command the  undi vided commerce of all their branches. Such is 
the appearance on the map of the M issouri, and its upper tribu
taries. But the sandy bed, and varying channel of the M issouri, 
is a great obstacle to navigation, and of any fixed or permanent 
improvement. Such is the hazard and uncertainty of its naviga
tion, that in some instances, goods are brought up the M ississip
pi as far as Hannibal, and hauled across the country in wagons, 
to the vicinity of St. Joseph on the M issouri, a point more than 
one hundred and fifty miles w est of Hannibal. I f  then trade can 
take this course, from Hannibal to the M issouri at St. Joseph, 
how much more likely to go from the head of this improvement, 
a much less distance to Council Bluffs ; a point much further up 
the M issouri. W hen the Des Moines improvement is conplet- 
ed, and paid for, the only object of tolls will be to improve and 
repair the work. Supposing however we adopt the same rate 
of tolls that are now charged on the Ohio canals, the toll and 
transportation from the M ississippi to the Forks on the Diss 
M oines, would not exceed twenty cents per hundred. To en
courage “ through” freight tolls should be reduced on freight, go
ing w est of the upper extremity of the work, and by this reduc
tion the transportation per hundred from the M ississippi to the- 
F orks, will be as low as fifteen cents.

Let us then compare the probable cost of transportation from 
St. Louis to Council Bluffs on the two routes,—the M issouri and 
the Des Moines :
F reigh t of 100 pounds from St. Louis to St. Joseph on the M is

souri river, as quoted in the newspapers of St. Louis, $1 50 
From  St. Joseph up the M issouri to Council Bluffs say 50

$2  00
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F re igh t of 100 pounds from St. Louis to K eokuk on the 
M ississippi river, as quoted in the newspapers in St. 
Louis, 12

A dd freight on the Des Moines improvement from Keo
kuk to the Forks of the Des Moines 15

A dd freight by wagons over land from the Forks to Coun
cil Bluff 120 miles at the same rate now paid from K e
okuk to Eddyville 7 1-2 cents per mile, SO

$1 07
Saving on the freight of 100 pounds by taking the Des 

M oines route, § 0  92
O r 46 1-4 per cent better than the M issouri route.
M ake a similar estimate of the downward freight from Coun

cil Bluffs to St. Louis, and the result will be similar and in  fa
vor of this route. There is also time and insurance, decidedly 
in  favor of the D es Moines river route ; so that taking all 
things into consideration the m atter is mathematically certain 
(except in times of high w ater in the M issouri,) the trade of 
Council Bluffs will incline to follow down this improvement.—  
By extending this improvement up the Racoon river, as far as 
possible, and adopting a rail plank road, or other means to cheap
en the transit across from the F orks to Council Bluffs, the dif
ference will be more in favor of this route, and must secure the 
trade of that point.

B ut it is not this point alone that is reached. W e enter the 
great valley of the Nebraska, and all the upper branches of the 
M issouri; and offer to the commerce of these valleys, the 
cheapest and most expeditious route for their products. A  coun
try  of a thousand miles extent capable of furnishing vast and 
unknown agricultural and mineral products, may by wise and 
discreet energy, in the prosecution of this work, become tribu 
tary to the improvement now in progress on the Des M oines.

H igh w ater in the M issouri will carry off the trade in that 
channel and reverse this calculation. But the M issouri is gen - 
erlly low, and prices of freight are generally stated high. Take 
general rules, and apply the data as you please and you will a r
rive at this result. The Des Moines improvement has every
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reason to contend for the trav e l and trade of the far w est.
N o o ther r iv e r  can compete w ith  th e D e s  M oines in suscepti

b ility  of perm anant im provem ent in  this region, and in compe
tition  w ith  this design. N either can a railroad in ju re  our pros
pects. T ransporta tion  cn w ater, w here  large crafts, such as 
ilat boats, keel boats, and steam boats, can easily flo a t, w ill al
w ays be m uch cheaper than  on ra il roads. T he heavy products 
of a county , such  as the ag ricu ltu ra l and m ineral, w ill alw ays 
p u rsu e  the channels of rivers  w hen  large boats can navigate 
them  ; and silch is the character of the. B es M oines im prove
m ent th a t flat boats, and even rafts may' pass down.

T h is  im provem ent w ill cost m uch less than  a railroad.
N inety -one m iles of the w ork  is contracted, and w e cannot be 

m uch m istaken  in  the amount this w ill cost. I  have before sta
ted  tha t u nder these contracts to O ttum w a, I  estim ate the cost at 
£ 4 7 7 ,3 5 7  37 for the w hole distance, ninetyT-one miles.

T h is  is equal to $ 5 ,245  per mile. N o com petent E ng ineer 
w ould  estim ate the cost of a perm anent ra ilroad and fixtures at 
less than  $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  per m ile. So w e have constructed  for steam 
boat navigation for less than h a lf the cost per m ile of a good 
railroad.

I  w ou ld  not discourage the progress of railroads. On the 
con tra ry  I  regard  them  of equal if  not g rea te r im portance than 
canals. T hey  w ill carry  travel and light transportation, even in  
com petition w ith  the best of steam boat navigation. They are 
especially  applicable to a populous country  on great lines o f 
thoroughfare . B ut most of the heavy ag ricu ltu ral and m ineral 
products, w ill float down the channel of our rivers  when ra il
roads have in tersec ted  them  w ith  a thousand lines. W ithont the 
leas t doubt, and w ith  increased confidence, I  therafore again 
re spec tfu lly  recom mend to the board, tha t they  continue the ir 
und iv ided  energies in the prosecution of th is w ork , on the plan 
adopted, and now in fu ll progress.

I f  means can be provided, th e  first contracts can be comple
ted  in  tw o  y ears . T he  low p rice and abundance of produce 
and labor, ren d er this period of tim e the most favorable for 
push ing  forw ard  the w ork . N otw ithstanding the second letting 
was made on tim e, the w o rk  is contracted low, and the assist-
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ance of the board to procure prompt payment would secure an 
earlier and better execution of the contracts. Economy, and the 
prosperty of the country, recommend the early completion of 
the work to the extent of the means. The survey of the work 
above Ottumwa, is already commenced. I shall report progress 
during the winter. If  the river freezes over, so as to admit of 
working on the ice, I hope to reach the forks of the Des Moines' 
by the middle of January.

Respectfully submitted,
SAM E EL R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer.

m
SECRETA RY ’S OFFICE, IO W A , ) 

I o w a  C i t y , December 4, 1848. tj 
To the General Assembly o f the State o f  Iowa :

In pursuance with the 2d section of the 121st chapter of the 
laws of Iowa, of 1846-47, I have the honor to report the items 
of expenditures, made out of the Secretary’s contingent fund, 
for the years 1847-48.

Cash paid for Stationery.
November 30, 1847, per bill on file, No. 1, $2 00
August 30, “ 
December 20, “

u a u 2,
“ “ “ 3,

21 00
5 65

February 17, 1848, 
“ 30, “ •

t t  a  u  ^
• “ “ “ 5,

1 00 
9 75

Cash paid fo r  Fuel.
$39 40

February 14, 1847, 
19, “

per bill or^file, No. 6, 
i t  u  u  n4 5

$12 00 
10 50

Cash paid fo r  Postage.
$22 50

March 5, 1847, per bill on file, No. 8, $4 00
June, “ “ a  u  Q 4 20
October, “ “ “ “ 10, 9 44

51
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D ecem ber, 1847, pCr bill on file N o. 11, 
M ay , 1848, “  “ “  12 ,
A u g u s t 5 , “  “ “  13,
O ctober 1, “  “ “  “ 14,
D ec. 4, “  “  “  “  15,

Cash paid fo r  P rin tin g  and Binding. 

J u n e , 1848, p e r bill on file, N o. 16,
N ovem ber, 1847, per bill on file, N o. 17,

Furniture etc. fo r  Office.

C arpet, candles and sundries p e r bill N o. 18, 
W ritin g  desk , p e r bill N o. 19,
C u tting  wood and w ork  in office, N o. 20, 21, 22, 
M ak ing  up  carpet, per bill N o. 23,
F ix in g  seal p ress per bill N o. 24,
F re ig h t on stationery as per bill N o. 25,

i

Clerk hire and assistance in  Office. 

Pa id  for exam ining and certify ing  p rin te rs  bill and 
jo b  law s of 1846-47 , p e r bill N o. 26,

F o r  com paring copy law s of 1846 -47 , per bill No. 27, 
F o r  “  . “  “ ■ 1847-48 , “  11 27,
F o r  canvassing poll books of the p residential elec- 

tio  of 1848, tw o days, per bill N o. 28,

Road Expenses.

D ecem ber, 1847, C oing to B ujling ton  for station
ery  per bill on file, N o. 29,

M arch  1848, going to B urlington for stationery per 
bill on file, No. 30,

E xpenses in  furnishing the counties of B uchanan, 
B enton, D allas and P ow eshiek  w ith  rev ised  stat
u tes, and seals for the d is tric t court. See laws 
1846-47 , chapter 13, section 4, and resolutions of

4 45 
4 50  
3 00 
2 50 
2 42

$3 4  51

14 00 
5 00

$ 1 9  00

$53  08 
25  00 
14 00 
3 00 

75 
3 00

$ 9 8  83

$ 4  00 
5 00
3 00

4 00

$ 1 6  00

$11 75 

14 00
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1847-48, Nos. 6 ,8 ,1 3 ,  per bill on file, No. 31, 27 00

$52  75
Cash paid for delivering school laws to the eonnties 

of Polk, Monroe, Dallas, M ahaska and Jasper per 
bill on file, No. 32, $10  00

Also, for the counties of Scott, Jones, Clinton, Jack 
son Clayton^Dubuque, and Delaware, per bill on 
file, No. 33, -10 00

* See laws 184,6-47,- chapter 99, section 45, $ 2 0  00

Total expenses, $302 ' 99
Amount of apropriation, 300 00

Amount due me, " $ 2  99
A ll of which, is respectfull submitted, ,

E L IS H A  C U T L E R , J r . ,

Secretary of S tate..

[E]

S E C R E T A R Y ’S O FF IC E , I O W A , | 
I o w a  C i t y , November 1, 1848. y

To the General Assembly o f  the State o f  Iowa :
In pursuance of “ an act to provide for criminal re tu rn s,”  ap

proved February  24 ,1847 , I  have the honor to report to you, an 
abstract of said returns, far the year 1848, embracing all the' 
counties from which returns have been received at this office, 
up to this date.

By said abstract, it wil be perceived that but few of the clerks 
of the district courts have complied w'ith the requirem ents of the 
law, as to the time of making said returns ; and it will be fu rth 
er perceived that the returns received, are many of them very' 
imperfect, complying but partially w ith the object of the law.
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These defects in the practical operations of the law, will prob
ably continue until the same is amended, as suggested in my re 
port of the last year.

A ll of which, is respectfully submitted,
E L IS H A  C U T L E R , Jn .,

Secretary of State.

P R E A M B L E  A N D  JO IN T  R ESO LU TIO N .
Preamble and joint resolution relative to the Territories belong

ing to the United States.
W hereas, the General Assembly of the State of Iowa recog

nize in Congress the exclusive right of legislation over all T er
ritories now belonging to, or hereafter to be acquired by the 
G eneral Government; and whereas, the said General Assembly 
fully accord to each State respectively a complete sovereignty in 
the regulation of its own institutions, as recognized by the Con
stitution of the United States.

A nd whereas, it is also the sense of this General Assembly 
that the institution of slavery cannot legitimately exist within 
any territory  belonging to the United States (unless recognized 
by the law regulating such territory  at the time of its cession to 
the United States)except by the sanction of positive law.

A nd whereas, the subject herein referred to is likely to be
come one upon which Congress may feel required to ac t: There
fore,

Risolvid, That whenever Congress shall be required to act 
upon the question of slavery in any of the territories now free 
and belonging to the United States, our Senators be instructed 
and our Representatives requested, to exert their influence in 
favor of a law prohibiting the introduction of the institution of 
slavery within any such territory.



RULES OF THE SENATE,

O F T H E  S T A T E  O F IO W A .

ADOPTED AT ITS SECOND REGULAR SESSION, COMMENCED 
ON THE FOURTH DECEMBER, 184S.

O R D E R  O F D A IL Y  B U SIN ESS.

A fter the Journal is read the following order shall g o v ern :
1st— Petitions and memorials to be offered.
2d— Resolutions.
3rd— Reports of committees.
4th— Communications on the President's table.
5th— Reports in possession of the Senate, w hich offer 

grounds for a bill.
6th— Bills or other matters before the Senate and unfin

ished the preceding day.
7th— The above business being dispatched, the general file 

of bills and other papers will then be taken up, agreeably 
to their introduction into the Senate.

ST A N D IN G  R U L E S.

1. The Senate shall choose by viva voce, one of their own 
number to occupy the chair. H e shall be styled President, and 
shall hold his office during the session of the Senate at which 
he was elected. He shall take the Chair at the hour to which 
the Senate is adjourned, and call the members to o rd er; and, if  
a quorum be present, he shall direct the journal of the preceding 
day to be read, and mistakes if any, corrected. H e shall pre-
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serv e -o rd e r and decorum , and decide all queslionsof order-, sub
je c t  to an appeal to the Senate. In  committee of the w hole, h e  
shall call some m em ber to the chair ; he shall have a righ t to nam e 
any  m em ber to perfom the duties of the chair, bu t such substitu 
tion  shall not extend beyond an adjournm ent. H e shall, unless 
o th erw ise  d irected  by the Senate, appoint all com m ittees. H e 
shall vote on a call of th a  yeas and nays. In  the absence of the 
P residen t,, the Senate m ay appoint a  P residen t pro tern., ta  oc
c u p y  th e  chair during  such absence,

2 . A ny  member, may have a call of the Senate, and absent 
m em bers sent for. If , upon such call, absent m em bers cannot * 
be  found in a reasonable tim e, then such call shall be suspended 
on motion of any m em ber of the Senate.

3 . A ll questions (ex cep t on m otion) shall be p u t in this form: 
“ Y ou w ho are of opinion (a s  the ease may b e ) say a y e ; those 
of a contrary  opinion, say n o ;”  and,, in  all cases, any m em ber 
m ay call for a division, and apy tw o m em bers for the yeas and 
nays, w hich shall be recorded by the S ecretary .

4. W hen  a motion has*been made and seconded, it shall be 
stated  by the m em ber m aking the same, or read by the. S ecretary  
p rev ious to debate. I f  any m em ber shall make a motion (e x - ,  
cep t to  adjourn, postpone, or comm it) he. shall rduce the same to 
w ritin g  upon the req u es t of the P residen t or any m em ber of 
th e  Senate. A ny  motion m ay be w ithdraw n  by consent of the 
Senate before final decision on the same.

5 . E v e ry  m em ber p resen t, w hen a question is pu t, shall 
vote, unless he shall, for special cause, be excused by vote «of, 
the Senate.

6 . A  motion to adjourn  shall alw ays be in order, and be de-- 
cided w ithout debate.

7 . W hen a m em ber is about to speak, he shall rise in  his. 
place and address h im self to the P re s id en t; the P residen t shall 
address the m em ber entitled to the floor b y n am e; and w hen  a 
m em ber is speaking, no person shall pass betw een him and the 
P re s id e n t’s chair, nor shall he be in te rrup ted  w hen speaking, 
ex cep t by  a call to o rder by the P residen t, or by a m em ber 
th rough  the P residen t. N o m em ber shall speak more than tw ice  
on any question w ithout leave of the Senate.
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8. W hen a question is under debate, no motion sllall be re 
ceived but to adjourn, to lie on the table, to postpone indefinite
ly, to postpone to a day certain, to amend, or to take the previous 
question ; which several motions shall have precedence in the 
order they stand arranged.

9. The previous question shall be pu tin  these words : “  Shall 
the main question be now p u t? ” and it shall be admitted on the 
demand of four members rising in their places for that purpose, 
and until decided, shall preclude all amendments under debate 
of the main question.

10. A ny member may call for a division of the question, 
w hen the same will admit thereof.

11. No committee shall absent themselves from the Senate 
Chamber by reason of their appointment, during the sitting of 
the Senate, w ithout special leave.

12. E very  bill shall be introduced onthe report of a commit
tee, or by motion for leave, on giving at least One day’s previous 
notice.

13. E very  bill shall receive three several readings previous- 
to its passage, but no bill shall have its second and th ird  readings 
on the same day, w ithout a suspension of this rule.

14. The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and if 
objections be made to it, the question shall be “ shall the bill be 
rejected ?”  I f  no objection be made, or the question to reject be 
lost, the bill shall go to its second reading without further ques
tion.

15. Upon the second reading of a bill or resolution, the P res
ident shall state it as ready for commitment or engrossm ent; and 
if  committed, then the question shall be whether to a  select or 
standing committee, or a committee of the whole. I f  to a com
mittee of the whole, the Senate shall determine on w hat day.—  
B ut if the bill be ordered to be engrossed, the Senate shall ap
point the day when it shall be read the third time. No bill or 
resolution that requires th ree readings shall be committed or 
amended until it shall have -been twice read.

16. W hen a question is lost on engrossing a bill for a third 
reading on a particular day, it shall not preclude a question to 
engross it for a third reading on a different day. On the third
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reading of a bill or resolution, no amendment (except to fill 
b lanks) shall be.received, except by unanimous consent of the 
members present.

17. W hen a bill or resolution is engrossed, the President 
shall, at the time previously appointed by the Senate, announce 
the same as ready for a third reading, w ithout a question.

18. A  bill or resolution may be committed at any time pre
vious to its passage ; if  any amendment be reported upon com
mitment, by any other than a committee of the whole, the bill or 
resolution may be again considered in committee of the whole, 
the question for its engrossment and third reading shall again be 
put.

19. In  filling blanks, the largest sum and lomgest time shall 
be first put.

20. W hen the Senate is equally divided on a question, the 
same shall be lost.

21. W hen a motion or question has been once made and 
carried in the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any 
member of the majority to move for the rc-consideration thereof, 
on the same or succeeding day.

22. A ll acts, addresses and resolutions shall be signed by the 
President, and all writs, warrants and subpoenas issued by order 
of the Senate, shall be under his hand and seal, attested by the 
Secretary.

23. Petitions, memorials, and other papers, addressed to' the 
Senate, shall be presented by any member in his p lace; a brief 
statement of the contents thereof, shall be made verbally by the 
member introducing the same, and shall not be debated or deci
ded on the day of their being first read, unless the Senate shall 
direct otherwise, but shall lie on the table (to be taken up in the 
order they w ere read) or be referred on motion to a committee.

24. Before a bill shall have passed the Senate, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary to have the same engrossed, after which 
it shall be examined by a standing committee for that purpose, 
who shall carefully compare the original w ith the engrossed bill, 
and, correcting any errors that may be discovered in the engross
ed bill, shall make their report forthwith to the Senate.

25. A  Secretary and A ssistant Secretary shall be appointed,
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to hold their places during the pleasure of the Senate, they shall 
take an oath l'or the true and faithful discharge of their duties in 
theiv respective offices. The Secretary shall keep a correct 
journal of the daily proceedings, and perform such other duties 
as shall appertain to his office. He shall let no journals, records, 
accounts or papers be taken from the table or out of his custody, 
other than by the regular mode of business of the Senate, and il‘ 
any papers in his charge shall be missing, he shall make report 
to the President.

26. A  Sergeant-at-Arms, M essenger and Fireman shall be 
appointed, to hold their offices during the pleasure of the Senate. 
It shall be their duty to attend the Senate during its sittings, and 
to execute the commands of the President and Senate ; they shall 
take an oath truly and faithfully to discharge their respective du
ties in  office.

27. W hen a message shall be sent from the Governor to the 
Senate, it shall be communicated to the chair by the person by 
whom it is sent'.

28. No person shall be elected to any office created by these 
ru les, unless he shall receive a majority of the whole number 
of votes given.

29. W hen nominations shall be made in writing by the Gov
ernor, a future day shall be assigned, unless the Senate unani
mously direct otherwise, for taking them into consideration.

30. I t shall be the duty of members and officers, when in 
secret session to keep all informatain or remarks touching or 
concerning the character or qualifications of any person nomi
nated by the Governor to office, inviolably sec re t; also the pro
ceedings and business of the Senate when in Executive session.

31. Before acting on confidential or Executive business, re 
quiring secresy, the Senate shall be cleared, by direction of the 
President, of all persons except the Secretary and Sergeant-at 
-Arms.

32. The proceedings of the Senate, when they shall act in 
their Executive capacity, shall be kept in separate and distinct 
books ; and no part of the Executive journal shall be published 
but by special order.

52
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33. The president is authorized and required to administer 
all oaths prescribed by these rules.

34. E very resolution read by the Secretary, by direction of a 
member, shall be considered to be before the Senate ; and the 
question to adopt or reject may.be immediately put on such mo
tion, or on motion of a member, the same may be laid on the table.

35. No standing rule or order of the Senate shall be re
scinded or suspended, except by a vote of three fourths of the 
members present.

36. A ll bills brought into the Senate by any member or com
mittee, shall be endorsed with the name of the member or com
mittee bringing in the same.

37. W hen any member shall be called to order he shall sit 
down until the President determines whether he is in order or 
n o t; and every question of order shall be decided by the P res
ident, subject to an appeal to the Senate by any two members; 
and, if  a member be called to order for words spoken, the ex
ceptionable words shall be immediately taken down in writing, 
that the President and Senate may be better able to judge o f  the 
matter.

38. No member shall vote on any question in the event of 
which he is immediately or particularly interested, nor in  any 
case where he was not present when the question was put.

39. The following officers and persons, present at any time 
duriug the sitting of the Senate, shall be entitied to a seat w ith
in the bar: The Governor, Secretary, Judges of the Supreme 
Court, members of Congress, members of the House of Repre
sentatives, members of the State Legislatures, Editors wishing to 
take down the debates, and such others as the Senate may direct.

40. The rules of parliamentary practice, comprised in Jef
ferson’s M anuel, shall govern in all cases to which they are ap
plicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the Stand
ing Rules and Orders of the Senate, and Joint Rules of the Sen
ate and House of Representatives.
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JO IN T  R U L E S.

1. In every case of an amendment of a bill, agreed to in  one 
House and dissented from in the other, if  either House shall re 
quest a conference, and appoint a committee for that purpose, and 
the other House shall also appoint a committee to confer, such 
committee shall at a convenient hour, to be agreed on by their 
chairman, meet and state to each other, verbally or in writing, as 
either shall choose, the reasons of their respective Houses for 
and against the amendment, and confer freely thereon.

2. W hen a message shall be sent from the Senate to the 
House of Representatives, it shall be announeed at the door of 
the House by the door-keeper, and shall be respectfully commu
nicated to tbe Cliair by the person w ith whom it may be sent.

3. The same ceremony shall bo observed when a message 
shall be sent from the House of Representatives to the Senate.

4. A ll messages from one House to the other, shall be sent 
by the Secretary of the Senate, Clerk of the House, or their re 
spective assistants,

5. A fter a bill shall have passed both Houses, it shall be du
ly enrolled by the Secretary or Clerk of the House in which it 
originated, before it shall be presented to the Governor.

6. W hen hills are enrolled, they shall be examined by a joint 
committee of two from the Senate, and two from* the House of 
Representatives, appointed as a Standing Committee for that pu r
pose, who shall carefully compare the enrollment with the en
grossed bills, as passed in the two Houses, and, correcting any 
errors that may be discovered in the enrolled bills, make their 
report forthwith to the House in which the bill originated.

7. A fter examination and report, each bill shall be signed in 
the respective H ouses; first by the Speaker of the House— then 
by the President of the Senate.

8. A fter a bill shall have been thus signed in each House, it 
shall be presented by the said committee to the Governor for his 
approbation, it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, certi
fying in which House the same originated, which endorsement 
shall be signed by the Secretary of the House in which the same 
did originate, and shall be entered on the jourrial of each House; 
the said committee shall report the day of presentation to the
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Governor, which shall also be entered on the journal of each 
House.

9. A ll orders, resolutions and votes which are to be present
ed to the Governor for his approbation, shall also, in the same 
manner, be previously enrolled, examined and signed, and shall 
be presented in the same manner, and by the same committee, as 
provided in cases of bills. *

10. W hen a bill or resolution which shall have been passed 
in one House, is rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be giv
en to the House in which the same may have passed.

11. W hen a bill or resolution which has been passed in one 
House, is rejected in the other, it shall not be brought in during 
the same session without notice of five days, and leave of two- 
thirds of the House in whieh it shall be renewed.

12. Each House shall transm it to the other all papers on 
which any bill or resolution may be founded.

13. A fter each House shall have adhered to their disagree
ment, a bill or resolution is lost.

14. W hen bills which may have passed one House, are or
dered to be printed in the other, a greater number of copies shall 
not be printed than may be necessary for the use of the House 
making the order.

15. A ll messages, reports, or other documents presented to 
either House, for general information, and ordered to be printed 
by such House, shall, when printed, be for the use of both 
Houses.

16. I t  shall be the duty of the Chief Clerk of the House 
or the Secretary of the Senate, when any such document is or
dered to be printed in their respective Houses, forthwith to com
municate such order to the other, so that the saine order may not 
be made in both Houses.

17. In  all elections in joint convention of both branches of 
the General Assnmbly,' the names of the members of both branch
es shall be arranged together in alphabetical order, and be called 
upon to vote in the order in which they shall stand arranged.
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I N D E X

ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS—
of extra sesion 9, 33. 

for roads therein named, 3, 9, 40, til, 63, 64, OS, 71, 76, 
78, 85, 88, 89, 97,100, 103, 104,106, 109, 115, 124, 
130,133,137,140,150,152,158, 161, 165, 175, 176, 
178,185,196,197, 203, 206, 211, 213, 217, 229, 230, 
237, 241, 254, 260, 263, 270, 272.

ACT AND ORDINANCE—
accepting the proposition made by Con

gress on the admission of Iowa as a 
State into the Union, 63, 70, 74, 77, 
178, 197, 254, 260, 263. 

to repeal acts therein named, 259, 266.
AUDITOR OF STA TE—

report of submitted, 23. 
to audit and allow expenses of supreme 

court 71,104,128,133,165,175,203. 
ATH ERTO N , ISR A EL—

to keep a ferry, 110, 115, 128, 155.
A PPR O PR IA TIO N —

for Public Buildings at Iowa City, 166, 233, 
253, 255. 

bill for to cover certain bridges 34. 
for the fiscal years, 1846-50, 203, 206, 224, 

272.
for pay of members, officers and printers, of 

the General Assembly, 251,266, 269, 272. 
ADJO U RN M EN T—

relative'to, 43, 44, 45. 50,74, 79, 96,130, 143.



414 INDEX.

APPANOOSE COUNTY—
act for the relief of 136 ,13S, 239,269. 

A TTORNEY G EN ER A L—
to create the office of, 185, 200, 209, 

211,216,238. t
ABSENCE—

leave of granted, to M r. Wheeler, 205.
“ “ “ Sanford, 204.

“ “ “ “ Fear, 80.
“ “ “ “ Alger, 117.

A LA M A K EE COUNTY—
to organize, 185, 202, 206, 222, 270.

A G EN T—
to pay the interest on the Iowa State stock, 103,112,130. 
for the State, 245.

A TTACHM ENTS—
act regulating 110, 115$ 197, 213, 239.

BOUNDARY—
between Missouri and Iowa, 9, 21, 35, 69. 
of first Congressional district, 53, 89, 127. 
of new counties, 89, 95, 105, 113.

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS—
report of ordered to be printed, 

32, 37, 38. 
act tp repeal the act supplemen- 

tal to act establishing, 32,76. 
relative to 170, 187, 208, 212, 

227, 244, 254. 
amendatory to the act creating, 

101,106,118, 121,132,139, 
141,145,156,159,161,162, 
163,169,179,261.

BURLINGTON—
to amend the charter of 46, 49, 60,110, 229,236. 

BUNKER, ROBERT—
to keep a ferry, 154, 161, 169,199, 256. 

BRECKENRIDGE, W M. F.—
to make a canal, 15,0, 151, 153, 

169, 195, 272.



B E N T O N  CO U N TY —
to relocate the seat of justice 184, 208,256.

C R E D E N T IA L S —
• committee appointed to examine, 4-. 

report ol" committee appointed to examine, 4. 
C O M M IT T E E —

to wait on the House of Representatives, 6, 273. 
standing, appointed, 7. 
to wait on the Governor, 9, 271. 
from House of Representatives, 9, 24. 
on schools, resolution relative to, 27. 
to prepare rules, 28. 
to examine credentials, 4. 
of the whole Senate, 28, 38, 39, 59, 6'5, 96, 102, 

106, 112, 132, 135, 142, 162, 172, 188, 195, 
209, 225, 211, 246, 267.

C A P IT O L —
rooms in granted to U. S. D. C., 62, 66, 69. 

C O N S T IT U T IO N —
relative to, 172, 200.

C A L L —
of the Senate, 22, 51,72, 99, 137, 188, 248 ,257 , 262- 

CO U N TY  C O M M ISSIO N ER S—
act to increase the power of,jl07, 

214.
to buy and sell real estate, 33, 37. 
of Jefferson county to build  a 

court house, 55, 57, 50, 69,
C O M M U N IC A T IO N —

from John Brophy, relative to saline 
springs, 39. 

from Seretary of State, 244. 
from Register of Land Office, 76.

C L A IM —
of Jos. T . Fales.
of Charles Jew it, 144.
of J .  K eister and C. Evans, 207.
of T. S. Parvin, 214.
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CLAIM —
Samuel C. Reed, 44.
J. J. Selman, 204,233.
John Brophy, 57, 109, 113.
John Taylor, 88,199,221, 241, 254, 260, 2C3. 

CARLETO N HON. J. P .—
requested to furnish information, 73. 
communication from, 98.

COURT—
Supreme to hold special terms, 77, 87, I C O ,  106,103, 

245,254, 
expenses of, 145.
time of holding in Van Burcn county, 158, 162. 
instructions to judiciary committee relative to, 11,6. 
notice of sales by order of to be published, 81, 85, 110, 

165, 175, 204. 
times of holding, 171 ,183 ,256 . 
of city of Keokuk, 176.

supreme amendingthe act re-organizing, 161, 208 .
CLERK OF POLK CO.—

requested to furnish information, 77.
CEDAR RAPIDS—

act to incorporate, 166, 183, 229,255,260, 
263.

CLAYTON COUNTY—
to relocate the seat of justice, 160,172,256,

CLAIM ANTS—
of real estate, act for the relief of, 28, 106, 125, 

172, 199,201. 
to authenticate their claims by oath, 241.

COSTS A N D  FEES—
act concerning, 232, 252, 266. 
in criminal cases, 231. 
in Davis and Appanoose, 103, 111. 

COLLEGE SQUARE—
act donating, 114,224.

DES MOINES RIVER—
to amend the act providing for the im

provement of, 159.
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D ES M O IN E S R IV E R —
joint resolution l'or appropriation to im

prove, 32 , 39 , 66, 62 , 69. 
resolution for the construction of the law 

appropriating, 44 ,50 , 66, 63, 64, 69. 
to provide for the navigation of, 89, 

100, 113.
act extending claims on lands of, 159, 

174.
D U B U Q U E —

for the improvement of the harbor at, 56 , S3, 100, 
110, 139.

act for the benefit of, 171,191, 229, 255, 260, 264. 
D A V E N P O R T —

to amend the act incorporating, 104, 116, 122,140. 
D E S M O IN E S  CO U N TY —

acts of commissioners legalized, 114, 
116, 121, 137, 155. 

comipissioners to have a vote taken, 
108, 177, 258.

D E S M O IN E S  A N D  RO CK R IV E R  R A P ID S —
in the M ississippi, resolution for the improvement of, 

126, 125, 136, 147, 160, 183.
D E A F  M U T E S —

for the education of, 159, 230, 237, 270. 
D IB B L E  C H A U N C E Y —

to keep a ferry , 176, 197, 201, 231, 243,
D IS T R IC T —

congressional, to divide the State into, 160.
D E E R —

to prevent killing, 181.
D E E D S —

of collectors of revenue, 200, 206, 252, 264. 
E D IT O R S —

admitted to seats, 6.
E L E C T IO N S —

act to preserve the purity  of. 51, 56, 65, 68, 60, 
109, 135, 149. 153. 171, 192. 208 ,241 , 270.

53
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ELECTIONS—
to repeal the act defining the time of holding, 79, 82, 
84 ,104,106,129.
to amend the act regulating, 81,152,153, 171,193, 

230.
ELEC TO R A L—

act to re-apportion the State into districts, 113, 
203, 211, 215, 236,245, 251, 257. 

EX EC U TIV E S E S S IO N -
118, 143, 160, 226.

EX PEN SES—
of the arrest and detention of Allen Cameron, 158, 

206, 221, 264.
EN U M ER A TIO N —

of white inhabitants, 188, 201, 205, 223.
FE R R Y —

at Boatman’s mill in Lee county, 44. 46, 52, 61, 72, 97. 
across Des Moines river, 57, 50, 87, 90,103, 110,123, 

130, 155, 200. 
at Cedar Rapids, 88,89. 
at Lyons, in Clinton county, 170, 192, 207. 
at Trader’s Point, 223.

FO RT DES M OINES—
joint resolution for a land office at, 64,110, 

140.
mayor to act as justice of the peace, 215, 

237, 239, 269.
GREEN W M .-

to improve Cedar river, 63, 160, 183, 90, 100, 
131,147.

GOVERNOR—
message from, 11.
requested to furnish information, 231.

G R IFFIT H  ISAAC W .—
for the relief of, 106.

GUTTENBURG—
to incorporate the town of, 180, 193, 209.
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GOW ER J . H ., C. W-, and R.—
to improve Cedar river, 177, 183, 

192,199, 212, 229, 254, 263.
H A LF BREED—

relative to, 71, 95, 98,104, 106, 112, 114, 125, 
133, 134,140, 141, 142,155.

HOGS—
to improve the breed of, 173, 225.

HOM ESTEAD—
exempt from execution, 256, 267.

IOWA, R IV ER —
memorial for the improvement of, 38, 47, 51, 60, 

62, 69...
IOW A CITY—

Manufacturing Company mill dam, to extend the 
time,of putting in a look, 116, 136, 141, 175. 

INCORPORATION—
general act to authorize, 241.

JO IN T CONVENTION—
for the election of U. S. Senators and 

Judges, 9 ,1 0 ,2 1 ,2 6 ,2 7 ,2 9 ,3 1 ,1 8 1 , 
209.

for the election of State printer, 166. 
JU D ICIA L DISTRICTS—

_ to increase the number of, 23, 28, 35,
47,49, 50„ 51, 64, 72. 

act to create the fifth, 131, 137, 141. 
to amend the act forming, 200,215, 207.

JUDGES—
of the supreme court, election of, 26, 27. 
of the supreme court, certificates of, 30, 31.

JE N K S, R. R ._
to erect a toll bridge, 171,188,224,255,260,263. 

JO IN T RESOLUTION—254, 256, 261, 263.
for a mail route, 63, 81, 143, 155, 161, 

179, 162, 185, 206, 227, 229, 230, 
237, 255, 270. 

for a mail route from Prairie du Chien, 
to Fort Atkinson, 78, 85, 110.
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JO IN T  R E S O LU T IO N —
for a mail route from Fort Des Moines 

to the Boon fork of the Des Moines 
river, 87, 109. 

for a mail route from W est Point to Sa
lem, 106, 113. 

for a mail route from Bellvue to Inde
pendence, 272. 

for a mail route from^ Albia to T rader’s 
Point, 123. 

for a mail route from Sabulato Dubuque, 
163, 179, 208. 

for a grant of land, 87, 92, 101, 104, 
109, 129, 158, 177, 252. 

for carrying the mail, 77, 109. 
for an increase of mail facilities, 103. 
for an exchange of mail conveyance, 179, 

200, 209, 220. 
to procure pay for services in M issouri 

w ar, 46, 47, 55, 82.
JE F F E R S O N  CO U N TY —

records of to be transcribed, 240.
JO N E S  CO U N TY —

act to authorize the Recorder to transcribe 
the records of’ 158, 177. 

substitute for, 123, 155.
JU D SO N , D A V ID —

for the relief of, 196, 214, 230.
K E O K U K —

act to incorporate, 32, 34, 37, 39, 46,
K IN G , D. M .—

to keep a ferry, 99, 112.
L A N D  O F F IC E —

resolution for, 71. 
act for, 85.

L A N D  PU B LIC —
nett proceeds of sales of, 255, 260, 263, 
to provide for the selection of, 259.
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LIBRARY, STATE—
relative to, 118, 147, 175. 
management of, 79,106, 108, 110, 132, 160, 

183.
LIBRARIAN—

appointment ef, 168, 205, 230, 243.
LICENSE—

regulating grocery, 106,136, 155, 174, 230.
LOAN—

to provide for, 163, 179, 182, 198, 208.
LE E  COUNTY—

to provide for the payment of jurors in, 165, 
178, 191, 230, 255. 

additional justice of the peace in Montrose town
ship, 184, 197. 

town of West Point in, to re-locate the public 
square, 185.

LUCAS COUNTY—
act to organize, 154, 162.

MADISON AND W ARREN COUNTIES— 
to locate the seat of justice of, 99, 113.

M A RIN E HOSPITAL—
joint resolution for, 105, 113.

M ARION COUNTY—
to authorize the judge of probate to trans

cribe records, 68, 72, 77, 110. 
M EM BEBS AND O FFICERS— sworn, 46,24. 
M ESSAGE—

from the Governor, 11.
from the House of Representatives, 10, 21, 32, 35, 

38, 57, 64, 65, 46, 48, 50, 51, 67,74, 81, 87,88, 
97, 102,103,109, 112, 114, 122,129, 131, 133, 
136, 140, 146,148,152,155,157,160,163, 165, 
166, 175,181, 185, 188,194,196,198,203,207, 
211, 220, 222, 229, 238, 240, 242, 250, 252, 
259, 266, 269, 271, 272.

M EM ORIAL—
of William G. Woodward, 160, 170.



422 INDEX.

M EM O RIA L—
of James Sloan, 219.
for increase of mail facilities, 87,60, 99,.110,130. 
to the Legislature of Wisconsin, 199, 229, 254, 

260, 263.
M ILITA RY  POSTS—

for the establishment of, 124,150, 165, 205, 
230, 243, 255, 260, 263.

M ILITA RY  ROAD—
resolution for a grant of land' to construct, 

209 ,2 5 9 ,2 5 3 ,2 5 0 ,2 6 3 .
Secretary of State to obtain a platt of, 100.

M cF a r l a n d —
to keep a ferry, 55, 105, 196\

M AQUOKETA RIVER—
for the improvement of, 114, 11.0, 130.

M ONROE CITY—
resolution relative to, 34, 45, 259.

M ORRIS’ REPORTS—221, 222, 240.
M USCATINE ISLAND—

for the improvement of, 46, 47, 55, 81..
N EW SPA PER S—

furnished to members, 7..
O FFIC ER S OF TH E SEN A TE—

election of, 5.
acts of legalized, 18,41, 61.

PETITIO N —
of citizens of Dubuque county, 8.
of John Sheller, and 50 others, 34.
of William Philips and 49 others, 36;.
of John W. Clark and 54 others, 41.
of citizens of Polk county, 72.
of Benton county, 82.
of John Wright and 15 others, 91'.
of Wm. McCormick and 100 others, 91.
of citizens of Fort Madison, in Lee county, 119.
of William Green and 80 others, 124.
of Thomas Dean and others, 124.
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P E T IT IO N —
of Iow-a City m anufacturing Company, 136.
of citizens of Jefferson and V anB uren counties, 114
of citizens of Clayton county, 144.
of citizens of the town of Pittsburg, 145»
of G. C. M ontague and 160 others, 151.
of citizens of Clayton county, 160.
of Israel Lichtbarger and 150 others, 56.
of citizens of M onroe and Davis counties, 182,
of citizens of Buonaparte, in Van Buren county, 190.
of citizens of Scott county, 204.
of P . Schwabe and 20 others, 56.
of A ndrew  Abrams and 160 others, 62.

P IT T SB U R G —
town of, to vacate a part of, 115 ,175 ,205 , 243, 263.

P O E T IC A L — 'it.
PO O R—

to repeal the act fo r the relief of, 108,162, 208,
P O T T A W A T A M IE —

relative to, 73, 81, 83, 86, 214.
P R A C T IC E —

in the district court, relative to, 101, 133 ,139 ,141 , 
197, 260, 263.

P E N IT E N T IA R Y —
resolution relative to, 33, 36 , 37.
act relative to, 44, 57, 102, 157, 1?2, 211,
215, 217, 226, 232, 243.

P O S T A G E —
on letters and new spapers, 6.

P R E S ID E N T  O F  T H E  S E N A T E —
election of, 5. 
address of, 5, 273. 
absent, 21 ,22 . 
resolution Of thanks to, 249.

P R IN T IN G —
relative to, 167, 201, 229. 
incidental, 6. 
of Journals 41, 47.
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P R IN T IN G —
of acts and resolutions, 205, 255, 260, 263. 
of laws in newspapers, 215, 253, 260, 263. 
superintending of, 188, 212, 230.

R A IL  R O A D —
from Dubuque to Keokuk, to accept the survey 

of, 35, 57, 104. 
to provide for the making of, 168, 196, 260, 266, 

272.
from Davenport to Council Bluff’s relative to, 92, 

93, 94.
joint resolution in favor of M r. W hitney’s project 

of, 104, 112.
R E P O R T —

o f‘Treasurcr, 37.
of Secretary of State, 10, 23.
of Auditor, 23,
of ordered to be printed, 23.
of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 37.
ordered to be printed, 37.

R E V E N U E —
for State and county purposes, 116, 176, 272. 

R E M O N ST R A N C E —
of citizens of Johnson county, 119. 

RO Y STO N , B A R N E Y —
seat contested, 63, 232. 271.

R O A D —
plank from M ontrose to Keokuk, 166, 168, 171, 192, 

229, 264-.
from Delhi to Independence, 60, 87, 109. 
from Cedar rapids to Marengo, 63, 87, 109, 110, 11-1. 
from M rs. Fessler’s to the road leading to Columbus City, 

6 5 ,6 7 ,6 8 ,1 1 0 ,1 1 2 . 
from Pella to F ort Des Moines, 104, 133, 140. 
from Menona to F ort Atkinson, 88, 90, 99, 112. 
from Drakcsville to Albia, 220, 241, 255, 260. 
from Burlington to F ort Madison, 114, 116, 127, 260. 
from Eddvville to Bloomfield. 110. 115.
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R O A D —•
from Dubuque to B unker’s landing, 154, 168, 229, 254. 
from Q uasquetonto M ississippi river, 175, 193. 
from Fairfield to Indian Boundary, 188, 201, 230. 
from Fairfield to K eokuk, 212, 270. 
from Oskaloosa to M ontezeuma, 226, 252, 255, 264. 
from Grandview to Bloomington, 227, 252, 271. 
from Johnson county to Dallas county, 227, 252, 255, 

260, 263. *
from Washington to M ontezuma, 242, 259.

R E G IS T E R  O F T H E  L A N D  O F F IC E —
to furnish information, 76.

R O B E R T S, C A PT. B. S.—
sword and trophies from, 161. 
Secretary of State to present, 161, 211, 

229.
thanks to, 162, 178, 197, 256, 261.

R U L E S —
adopted, 4,
committee to prepare, 28.

S E A T —
of Barney Royston contested, 8, 63, 232, 271.
Freem an A lger, 6.
government relative to, 107, 231, 232.

S E N A T E —
organized, 3, G.
Secretary of, elected, 5, 23.

■ to inform the House, 28, 166, 209.
Secretary of, thanks to, 271. *

S E C R E T A R Y  O F S T A T E —  '
report of, 10, 10, 23. 
to furnish pens, 144. 
to collect certain papers, 78, 95, 
104, 108, 109, 123, 175, 203. 
to record State roads, 88, 91, 104, 

219.
SCO TT CO U N TY —

to repeal the township organization of, 204. 
252, 254, 260, 263.
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SCHOOLS—
act supplemental to the act providing for management 

and distribution of, 243, 249, 272, 
normal, 154, 182,185, 190, 
common, act establishing, 220, 225, 235,242. 
relative to, 132,148, 157, 172,164. 
amendatory to the act establishing, 40, 110, 115, 230. 

SHERIFFS—
appointment and duties of, 150, 151, 153, 169, 195. 

SLAVERY—
for the restriction of, 22, 132, 138.

SETTLERS—
persons entering the improvements of, to pay, 136, 

138, 143, 148.
STATE DEBT— 

act to fund, 115, 134, 142. 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC IFSTRUCTION—

report of, 37.
STATE PRINTER—

election of, 153.
act establishing, 109,113, 139.

SWINE—
to restrain, 106, 134, 141, 175.

SKUNK RIVER—
for the improvement of, 109,113, 139.

TELLERS—
appointed, 24.

TOWNSEND, W. S.—
to keep a ferry, 32, 33, 39. 

TREASURER OF STATE—
report of, 37.

TURNER, W. H.—
employed as enrolling clerk, 101.

TERRITORY OF U. S.—
resolution relative to, 157, 187, 188. 
to be spread on journal, 207.
(see appendix.)

TAX—
additional, 158, 177, 208.
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TA X —
road', 196, 214.
commissioners of Jackson county to levy, 228, 253,

U. S. SENATORS—
election of, 24, 25, 26, 27, 209, 210, 
resolution concerning, 23. 
certificates of, 29, 30, 210,

UNIVERSITY—
supplemental to act establishing, 242, 245, 252. 
branch of at Fairfield, 185, 201, 207, 223, 228, 

233, 234, 235, 256, 259, 260, 263, 264, 269, 
270,

branch of at Dubuque, 225, 232, 
land donated to, 254,

U N ITED  BRETH REN —
relative to, 199, 213, 217,

VAN BUREN COUNTY—
to establish additional election pre-*.

cinct, 38, 42, 62 , 
time of holding courts in, 169,

W EED, JA M ES—
to construct a graded road, 121,195.

W EST PO IN T—
act to re-locate a part of, 211, 230,

WAY—
right of granted, 155, 237, 239, 269.

W APSIPINICON RIV ER—
for the improvement of, 229,237, 270, 

W ALLACE, JO SEPH  AND W M. SICOR—
for relief of, 230,, 

237, 239.


