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JOURNAL OF THE LIMNATI

SENATE CHAMBER. I0WA CITY, IOWA, ¢
Moxpay, Ducrynon 4, 1848, s
This being the day designated by the Constitution for the
ecnvening of the second General Asscmbly, and the hour of 12

" o’clock, M., having arrived, the Senate was called fo order by

John B. Russell, Secrctary of the Benate, at the last scssion
thereof, and
On motion of Mr. Bradley,.

R. R. Harbour was appointed Fresident gio fen., and upon &
eall of the roll, the following members were found to be in
attendance:

From the county of ILee, James Bprott, and Thomas 8. Espy..

Yrom the county of Ten Buren, George C. Wright.

From the counties of Prvis and Jppanoose, John J. Selman.

From the counties of Woppelo and Monroe, Barney Royston.

From the counties of JMurion, Polk, Dalles end Jasger, T 2.
Cassady.

From tie county of Des JMoines, Milton D.. Browning and
Alfred 8. Fear.

From the county of Henry, Ivan Jay..

From the county of Jefferson, John Howsil.

From the counties of Louise and Wushingion, Francis Springer.

From the counties of Keokuk und Mahaska, R. R. Harbour.

From the counties of Muscatine, Joknson, and lowe, Freeman
Alger.

From the counties of Scott and Clinton, Loring Wheeler.

From the counties of Cedar, Linn, and Benton, John P. Cook.

JFrom the counties of Jackson end Jones, P. B. Bradley.
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- From the counties of Dubugue, Claylon, Deluware, and Bleck-
hawk, Theophilus Crawford and John (. Shields.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

John B. Russell was appointed Secretary pro lem.
On motion of Mr. Bradley,

€. C. Rockwell was appointed Assistant gecrehry pro fem,
On motion of Mr. Howell,

John J. Stout was appointed Messenger pro fem.
On motion of Mr. Selman,

Israel Keister was appointed Sergeant-at-arms pro lem.
On motion of Mr. Sehnan,

Charles Evans was appointed fireman pro fem.

Mr. Springer moved that a committee of three be appointed
to examine the credentials of members, which was agreed to,
and '

Messrs. Springer, Bradley, and Crawford were appointed
" said committee.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

TUESDAY MORNING, Drcensrr 5, 1848,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Springer, from the committee appointed to examine ere-
dentials, reported that they had performed that duty, and found
them formal and correct.

Whereupon, the following gentlemen were sworn for the
faithful discharge of their duties :

Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Fear, Howell, Royston,
Selman, Shields, and Wright.

On motion of Mr. Springer,

The rules of the last session were adopted for the temporary
government of the Senate.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,
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Ordered, That the Scnate proceed, wiva woce, to the election of
a President and other officers.

Mr. Bradley nominated John J. Selman.

Mr. Springer nominated Evan Jay.

The vote being taken, it appeared that Mr. Jay received five
votes, Mr. Bradley one, Mr. Cook one, and John J. Selman
ten; which being a majority of the whole Senate, he was de-
clared duly elected President of the Senate.

Upon being conducted {o the chair by Messrs. Browning and
Howell, a committee appointed for that purpose, the President
elect returned thanks in the following address:

GENTLEMEN OoF THE SENATE— »

1 cannot but thank you for the honor just conferred upon me.
However laborious may be the duties of the chair, and however
inadequate may be my abilities to their proper discharge, I
cannot but {eel, and feel most deeply, that you have paid me a
very high compliment.

Order, gentlemen, is Heaven’s first law. The task of the
presiding officer can be made easy, and his road rendered
smoolh, by your generous aid and support. I feel that I may
look for this assistance at your hands; and, therefore, assume
the duties of the chair, with the less reluctance, again thanking
you for the confidence reposed in me. I have only to add, that
it will be my effort throughout the session, to prove myself
worthy of the place to which you have thought proper to ele-
vate me.

The Senate then proceceded to the election of a Secretary;
when it appeared that John B. Russell received 7 votes, and
John M. Perry received 11 votes ; which being a majority of the
whole Senate, he was declared duly elected.

The Senate then proceeded to the election of an Assistant
Secretary; when C. C. Rockwell, having reccived all the votes
cast, was declared unanimously elected.

The Senate then proeceded, and, in like manner, made choice
as follows:

For Sergeant-at-arms, George W. Warrick.

For Messenger, John J. Stout.

For Fireman, A. W. Ruszell.
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The officers elect were then duly sworn, and entered upon the
discharge of the duties of their respective stations.

Mr. Crawford, with leave obtained, offered the following res-
olution :

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized to
make arrangements, with the Postmaster, at Iows City, for the
payment of postage on letters and papers, to and from members
of the Senate, during the present session of the Legislature,and

The question being upon the adoption of the resolution, it
was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

Resolved, That Palmer & Paul, proprictors of the Towa Cap-
ital Reporter, be employed to. do the incidental ‘printing of the
Senate duringthe present session.

Mr. Harbonr moved that a committee of three be appointed
to wait upon the House of Representatives, and inform that
body that the Senate is now permanently organized, and ready
to proceed to business;

Which was agreed to, and

Messrs. Harbour, Bradley, and Sprott were appointed said
committee. '

Mr. Bradley, with leave obtained, offered the following
resolution:

Resolved, That the editors of the different newspapers in this
State, be admitted to seats within the bar of the Senate,.at pleas-
ure, and that the Treasurer prepare a desk for their accommo--
dation

Which was adopted.

Mzr. Cook presented a communication to the President of the
Senate, from J. Scott Richman, informing that body of his
intention to contest the seat of Freeman Alger, Senator from
the district composed of the counties of Muscatine, Johnson,
and Iowa, and moved its refference to a select committee ;

Which was agreed to, and

Messrs. Cook, Espy, and Crawford were appointed said
committee.

Mr. Harbour, with leave obtained, offered the following res-
olution;
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Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate furnish each mem-
ber of the Senate, with thirty copies of such newspapers pub-
lished in this place, as he may direct.

Mr. Cook moved to amend, by striking out the words ¢«“in
this place ;”

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Jay moved to amend, by striking out the word “thn‘ty
and inserling “twenty.”

The question being upon the adoption of the amendment,

The yeas and nays were called for, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cook, Jay, Spring-
_er, Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright—9.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Fear, Harbour,
Howell, Royston, and Shields—S8.

So the question was decided in the affirmative.

The question now being upon the adoption of the resolution,

Was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Crawford,
The Senate adjourned until 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, Drcenser 6, 1848,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment,

The President announced the standing committees of the ses-
sion, as follows :

On Ways and JMeans—Messrs. Espy, Jay, Royston, Whee-
ler and Fear.

On the Judiciary—Messrs. Bradley, Wright, Browmng, Cas-
sady and Espy.

On Federal Relations—Messrs. Harbour, Springer, Shields,
Jay and Alger.

On Internal Improvemenis—Messrs. Royston, erght Cassa-
dy, Springer and Bradley,

3y -
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On Military Jiffairs—Messrs. Sprott, Howel, Wheéler, Har-
bour and Sanford.

On Schools—Messrs. Shields, Springer, Espy, Sanford and
Fear.

On Roads—Messrs. Howel, Cook, Alger, Wright and Har-
bour.

On Public Buildings—Messrs. Cassady, Browning, Crawf{ord,
Sanford and Bradley.

On Elections—Messrs. Espy, Browning, Bradley, Sprott,
and Howel.

On Engrossed Bills—Messrs Shields and Cook.

On Claims—Messrs. Crawford, Jay, Shields, Wheeler, and
Casady.

On County Bounduries—Messrso Fear, Sanford, Crawford,
Cook, and Howel. :

On Agriculture—Messrs. Alger, Wheeler, Royston, Sprott,
and Bradley.

On  Incorporations—Messrs. Crawford, Wright, Shields,
Cook, and Espy.

On Enrolled Bills.—Messrs. Espy and Springer.

On New Counties—Messrs. Harbour, Browning, Alger, Cook,
and Crawford. »

Mr. Wright presented a communication to the President of
the Senate, from James Nossler, informing that body of his in-
tention to contest the right of Hon. Barney Royston, Senator
from the district composed of the countics of Wapello and
Monroe, to a seat in this body ;

Which was,

On his motion,

Referred to a select committce, with power to send for per-
sons and papers, and

Messrs. Wright, Bradley, and Espy were appointed said
committee.

Mr. Crawford presented the petition of T. S. Wilson and six-
teen other citizens of Dubuque county, praying for an appro-
priation to cover the bridges over the North and Scuth Forks of
the Maquoketa river, and the Wapsipinicon and English rivers,
and that the future repairs be a county instead of township
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charge, and meved its reference to a select commtitee s which
was agreed to, and

Messrs. Crawlord, Shiclds, and Dradley, were appointed szid
commitlee.

Mr. Dradiey infroduced Senate file No. 1, a Lill for an act
granting certain rooms in the capital, for the usc of the U. 5.
District Court ;

Which was read a first and second t tme, and,

On his metion,

Tle 1sth rulc was suspended, said Dill read a third time,

passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Crawford introduced Senate file No. 2, Joint Resolution
requesting our Senators and Kepresentaiives in Congress to
procure an appropriation to defray the expenses of surveying
the boundary line between Missouri and Jowa;

Which was rcad a first and second lime, and,

On motien of Mr. Herbour, .

The 15th rule was suspended, said joint resolulion read u

third time, passed, and title agreed to.
On motion of Mr. Shields,

Resolved, That the Seeretary of Stale be requested to furnish
cach member of the Senate, with & copy of the acts and resolu-
tions of the extra session of the first General Asscmbly of ihe
State of lowa.

Mr. Bradley moved that a committee of two he appointed, to
act with a similar committee on the part of the Ilouse, to wait
upon his Excellency, Governor Briggs, and inquire if he had
any communication to make to the General Assembly ;

Which was agreed to, and

Messrs. Bradley and Cook were appointed said commitice.

A commitiee {rom the House ol Representatives was an-
nounced, composed of Messrs. Read, Harrisen, and Goodrell,
who informed the Senate that the House was permanently or-
ganized, and ready to 1\1‘ocecd to business.

Mr. Harbour iniroduced Senate file No. 3, joint resolution
relating to the election of U. 8. Senators, and Judges of the
Supreme Court,

Which was read o dirst and sceond iime. and.
2

“~



10 JOURNAL Q)

On his motion.
The 13th role was saspended, said joint resolution vead a
third time, passed, and iitle agreed to.
On motion of AMr. Bradley.
Senate adjourned till 2o’clock. P M.

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M,

The President Teid before the Senate o communication, and
the necompanying report of the Secretary of State, relative to
contingent expenses of 18483 which was,

On motion of Mr. Crawford,
Laid on the table, and made subject to the order of the Sen-

’

ute s also,

A communication and report ef the Sceretary of State, in re-
lation to criminal returns. [ See Appendix. ]

On motion of Mr. Browning,

Satd report and communication were luid on the tuble, subjeet
1o the further order of the Senate.

Message from the House of Representatives. by Mv. Lefling-
well, chief clerk:
Mro Presidend—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the IHouse of Rep-
resentatives have concurred in' the vesolution relative to the
clection of Senators and Judges, with two amendments, viz:

By striking out “to-morrow, the Tth inst.,”

and insertling the
words “on Wednesday, the 6th inst., at 3 o’clock,” also, strike
vut all after the words “United States Senators.”

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The question being upen the adoption of the amendments of
thie House, to

Senate file No. 3, joint resolution relative to the election of
I8

3. Senators and Judges of the Supreme Court,
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The yeas and nays were requested. and being ordered, were
an follows: )

Yeas—>Messrs. Cassady, Fspy. Fear, Howel, Royston, and
My .
Nays—-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Ceole, Crawford,
Harbour, Jay, Shields, Springer,. Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright
~—12.

President—0.

1

So the Senate refused to concur..

Mr. Bradley, from the committee appointed to wait upon his
Txcelleney, Governor Briggs, reported that they had performed
that dufy, and received from him a messsage in writing, which
was read as follows:

Gentlemen of the Senate
and House of Represenlafives :-

You have assembled as a co-ordinate branch of the govern-
ment, for the purpose of performing the duties imposed upon
you by the constitution of the State. It is a source of gratification
and pride that we compose one of the States of this great con-
federacy, and that we liveina country, the government of which
is superior to any that has ever been formed by the wit ef man.
Republies possessing some of the features of our own, have
arisen and passed away.. For nearly three quarters of a cen-
tury, our country has prospcred in an unprecedented manners:
she has stood unshaken amidst internal commotions, wars of
invasion, and a foreign war ; and our citizens are, at the present
time, equal, if not superior to any upon the face of the earth, in
all that can ennoble and dignify mankind. But.our own sagse-
ity has not produced these great and happy results. The eye of
Almighty God has watched over us ;. His arm has been stretched
out to protect and assist us; and our deepest grafitude at all
times, is a poor, but it may posslbly be an acceptable offering to
Him, for the many and great favors which he has bestowed upon
us. Being thus favored bj; heaven, every citizen is under the
most solemn obligations to preserve unimpaired our Union and
our institutions. Livery State exerts an influence. We have
Intely entered the confederacy, and it should be our great de-
sive {o fabor cornestly and faithfully to promote the Tappiness
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of the people of our own’ State, while at the same time we
should be equally solicifous touching the prosperity and henor

of our common country.

You, fellow citizens, aresthe representatives of the people of

this State. You are fresh from their midst, and understand
their wishes and interests.. It will undoubtedly be a prominent
consideration that we are their servants; that they expeet us to
perform our duties with dignity and energy ; and especially may
they reasonably expect that all legislative business will be dis-
patched as speedily as possible, consistent with accuraey and
“propiriety, in order that they may not be harrassed Wlth unnec-

essary burdens.

If the matters which I shall feebly and imperfectly present
for your consideration, fall short of what the people expect at
your hands, or if they in any way confliet with their best inter-
ests, it is the earnest hope of the Executlve that you will, by
your,syuplerl,pr'wxsdom and acquamtance with their wants, sup-

ply the proper remedy.

, The following statement exhibits the amount of the reeeipts

and dishursements of the treasury, since the annual report of
the territorial treasurer, dated November 16th, 1846.

Pa)’me%\ts..
$1,377 35
3,309 76
49,097 88
6,812 54
8,028 58
2,960 96

3,663 20

v Receipts.

Receipts from 16th Nov. 1846, to 15th Mareh 1847, $1,379 97
Pavments Tk « « “« «
Réceipts from 1st March,1847,to 11th June, 1847, 3,316 28
PaYments [13 &« 13 « 13
Receipts from 11th June, 1847, to 6th Sept., 1847 54,697 69
Paymentq 19 [19 (14 3
Receipts from 6th Sept., 1847 to 30th Nov., 1847, 1,210 29
PaYments [13 {3 <« 119
Receipts from 30th Nov., 1847,to 6th March, 1848, 13,278 95
Payments <« <« <« « « .
Receipts from 6th March, 1848, to Gth June, 1848 2,580 56
Payments . i« « « « i“
Receipts from 6th June 1848, to 31st Oc}., 1848, 180 63
Payments ©  « - « &% «

$76,644 67

75,250 27

Balance on 31st October, 1848, © o $1,394 40

.

-

$75,250 27
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Tt will be perceived by the foregoing st 1toman that on the

31st of Oetober, 1848, there was a balance in the treasury of
one thousand three hunmcd and uvnc‘y -four dollars, and forty
cents. -

There is no object {or the promotion of which an enlightened
legisiator will more readily apply his best energies, than that of
education.  Itis generally conceded that our present school law
is, in many respects, exceedingly defective. One of the prom-
inent purposes for whick the General Assembly was convened
in extra session, in January last, was the amendment of this law,
or the substitution of a different one. Numerous petilions were
presented to the legislature, in which the solicitude of the peo-
ple in reference to this subject, could not have been mistaken.
The law, however, was not amended, and neither was a new one
enacted. It isto be regretted that the earnest wishes of the
people in this par tlcdlar, should have been thus frustrated.

In inviting your attention to this subject, T would respectfully
mngcst thet tlu.r arc one or two points connceted with it, upon
which your immediate action would be of essential service to
the cause of education throughout the State.

The second section of the tenth article of the eonstitution
makes appropriations for a perpetual State school fund, the 4n-
ferest of which alone shall be applied to the support of common
schools. By the school law of 1847, all the moneys constitu-
ting this perpetual fund, flow into the hands of the scheol fund
commissioners. 'The fourth section of the foregoing article of
the constitution, provides that ¢ the money w h)c h <h 1l be paid
by persons ds an equivalent {for exemption from military duty,
and the clear proceeds of all fines collected in the several coun-
tics for any breach of the penal Jaws, shall be exclusively ap-
plied, in the several counties in which such money is paid or
iine collected, among the several school districts of said coun-
ties, in the proportion to the number of inhabitants in such dis-
tricts, to the support of common schools, or the establishment
of libraries, as the General Assembly shall from time to time
provide by law.” It would scem clear that it is not the inten-
tion of the constitution that the inferest of the {funds accruing
under this section, shanid be apnlied to the support of common

?
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schools in the several counties, but that the principal itself
should be thus applied; and it would also seem clear that these
funds should be kept separate and apart {rom the permanent
school fund. By the twenty third section of the school law of
1847, it is made the duly of the county treasurer to pay over to
the school fund commissioner of the proper county, on the fif-
teenth day of February annnally, for the use of common schools
within the county, all the moneys specified in the fourth section
of the foregoing article of the constitution, together with ¢ull
funds in the treasury arising from the sale of water crafts, lost
goods and estrays.” And the nineteenth section of the law
provides for levying a tax by the county commissioners of the
several counties thronghout the State, for the support of common
schools in their respective counties. These taxes, when collee-
ted, are also paid into the hands of the school fund commission-
ers, on the fifteenth day of February annually. These funds
were likewise unquestionably intended to be kept separate from
the permanent school fund, and to be wholly distributed in the
several eounlies where the tax is levied and collected. There
are no provisions in the law, however, for keeping these funds,
ahd those arising from the sources heretofore specified, separate
and apart from the permanent fund, nor for their separate dis-
tribution.  On the fifteenth day of February annually, they are
paid over to the school fund commissioners, where they must
either lie idle, or be loancd out in accordance with the thirty-
seventh section of the school law, which section was evidently
intended to apply exelusively to the management of the perma-
nent fund. T would therefore recommend that some measure be
speedily adopted by which the fund comhissioners will be en-
abled, when these funds come into their hands in February next,
to manage and distribute them according to the intention of the
constitution and the laws ; and I would further recommend that
all other defects in our common school system, receive your ear-
liest and most carnest attention. ‘

In my message delivered at the. special session of January
last, I called the attention of the Gencral Assembly to “an act
of the Cieneral Assembly, approved February 25, 1847 entitled
“an act to provide for the 1nnmgt~1u(-nfl and disposition of the
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school fund.”™ The eighth seetion of this act provides **that the
manner of selecting the five hundred thousand acres of land
mentioned in the second section of the tenth article of the con-
stitution, and the disposition thereof, for the support of schools,
shall be as follows, to wit: any person capable of contracting,
Laving seitled upon the public lands, the quality whereof, and the
improvements thereon, will inthe opinion of the fund commis-
stoner of the county, render the selection a safe and profitable
one, may in writing signify to said commissioner his or her de-
sire to have the same recognized as school lands, and thereupon
the same, not exceeding three hundred and twenty acres, shall
Le returned by said fund commissivner, with the date of their
selection, to the superintendant of public instruction, to be by
him registered as lands selected by the State under the grant
from Congress referred to; after which the said fund commis-
sioner shall proceed to contract with such settler for the sale
thereof.” '

“The seventeenth section of the act provides that < the super-
intendent of public instruction shall report, from time to time,
all selections made under the eighth section of this act to the
Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, and to the prop-
er land office.’ v

“ Selections made according to the provisions of the eighth
section of this act, have heen reported to the general land office,
by the gentleman elected as superintendant of public instruction.
The report has been returned, as incorrect and invalid, on the
ground that the selections thus made conflict with the general
land office instructions of August Gth, 1847, with reference to
Staie selections under the act of Congress of the 4th September,
1841, entitled ‘an act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales
of the public lands and to grant pre-emption rights.” The fifth
section of those instructions makes it important and necessary
that the selecting agent of the State ¢ should make such careful
and thorough preliminary examinations as will enable him to
select lands to which there may exist no valid claim, by pre-
cmption or otherwise;” and the sixth section provides that if,
notwithstanding such precaution, the State shall hereafter select
lands which shall be found to be interfered with by any prier
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or better claimor claims, the selections, to the whele extent of
such claim or claims, will of course be null and void.” Tt will
readily be perceived from the foregoing instructions, that it is
not - contemplated by the act of Gongress above referred to, to
surrender to the State any land covered by any valid claim by
pre-emption or otherwise;’ consequently the law of this State,
allowing persons having claims upon the public lands by virtue
of improvements thereon, to register them as lands selected by
the State, and then to purchase them from our own State oflicers,
cenflicts in a very material point, with the instructions from the
general land office. It isof the ntmost importance fo the cause
of education in this State, that these sclections should be mude
as soon as practicable. In order 1o accomplish this object, our
laws rclative to the making of these selections, must harmonize
with the requirements of the general government.”

The General Assembly addressed a memorial to Congress,
protesting against the instructions of the geucral land office, and
praying that that those instructions might be so medified as 1o
give our State the bencfit of the act of Congress of the 4th of
September, 1841, Of the fate of that memorial the Executive,
up to the present time, has received no intelligence.  Whether
it will be more advantageous to the cause of education and the
interests of the State, to await the result of that memorial, than
immediately to cause our laws relative to these selections, to
harmonize with the instructions of the general land office, I
leave for you to determine. As the seleclions are at present
suspended, and as they will so continue, until either Cong‘ress
or the General Assembly shall act upon the matter, 1 trustthe
subject will receive that attention at your hands which its high
importance demands.

Below is presented the number of all able bodied white male
citizens, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, sub-
ject to military duty, in each of the counties which have been
reported fo me, in accordance with an act entitled “an act re-
quiring the assessors to take lists of' persons subject to military
duty,” approved January 25, 1848,

Lee county, - - - - - 2,688

Johnsgon - - - - - - 666
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Poweshick county, - - - - 61
Lynn, ¢ - - - - 704
Cedar, “ . - - - - B39
Iowa, ¢ - - - - 81
Clintow, . - - - - 383
Jackson, i - - - - 10256
Jasper, - - - - - 108
Keokuk, « - - - - 48H
Louisa, o - - - - 668
Washington, - - - - 5T61H)
Davis, . - - - - 721
Dallas, i« - - - - 59
Polls, <. - - - - 678
Clayton, « - - - - 419
Henry, L - - _ . 950
Jeflerson, ¢ - - - - 1100
Muscatine, ¢ - - - - - 897
Van Buren, ¢ - - - - 1,640
Buchanan, . - - - - 71

Whole number reported, 14,310

Several of the counties have failed to forward an abstract, in
obedience to the act above mentioned. However irksome the
performance of this species of military duty may to some ap-
pear, it cannot be denied that a well organized militia is, in
every point of view, essentially necessary in this State; and,
witheut further comment, T would suggest that at least such an
organization be effected as will entitle us to receive our quota
of arms from the General Government.

At the special session, in January last, the General Assem-
bly forwarded a memorial io Congress praying for an appropri-
ation of lands for the construction of a rail road from Dubuque
to Keokuk, through the interior of the State. It was there re-
ferred to a committee, the chairman of which, it is understood,
reported adversely to the prayer of the memorial, on the ground
that the route had not been surveyed, nor its practicability and
distance reported. A rail road through the centre of our State
would most eminently contribute to the developement of our

3

Ve
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agrienltural, mineral, and other resources. The cfiorts of ithe
legislature to obtain from Congress a donation of land for thut
purpose, must be a source of extreme gratification o the people
of the State; and, notwithstanding the failure of those efforts,
for causes above stated, there are powerful reasons for a repeti-
tion of the attempt to obtain the desired donation. Before ano-
ther memorial is presented, however, it scems it will be neces-
sury lo make a survey of the contemplated route, and to lay be-
fore Congress all the information relative therelo, that can be
conveniently obtained.  Whether you will deem it expedient to
Ieave this preliminary labar to private enterprise and energy, or
adopt such measures as will sccure its performance on the part
of the State, will be a question properly belonging to you to
decide. Should you deem it your duty to renew the application
on the part of the State, there would scem no impropriety in
{urnishing Congress, at the expense of the State, all necessary
information connected with such application.

It may not be improper to state here, that I have rcceived
copies of resolutions adopted by the legislatures of several of
the States, approving of Mr. Asau Whitney’s plan of a rail road,
to connect the Atlantic and Pacific oceans; and which resolu-
tons contain ‘instructions to the represcntatives in Congress

from those States, requesting them 1o give the projeet their sup-
~ port.  TtisDelicved that this subject will be vigorously pressed
upon the attention of Congress at its coming session. Should
this project, or a similar one be Tavorably viewed by Congress,
it may not be unworthy of consideration, whether a subsequent
application by you to'that body, for a donation of land for a rail
road through the centre of this State, might not be partly based
upon the fact that such road could be made {o form one of the
links in the great chain of rail roads connecting the Atlantic
and Pacific. A road connecting with the Chicago and Galena
road, and then running through the centre of this State to Coun-
cil Bluffs, would, it is Delieved, effect that object, and at the
same time be of great advantage to our citizens.  But whatever
may be thought of this suggestion, should you decm it your
duty 1o present another memorial to Congress, for a donation of

Jund for a rail road threugh the State. T trust, at least. that suck
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a route will be selected as will advance the best interests of the
peaple. ’

The Board of Public works have received thirty thousaral
dollars from the sale of the lands granted by Congress to aid in
the improvement of the navigation of the Des Moines river,
and one half of that sum has been expended on the improve-
ment. I have certified these facts tothe President of the Uni-
ted States, as required by the act granting the lands. It is un-

“derstood that the improvement is rapidly progressing, under the
management of the Board.

In the sale of the lands, the thirtieth section of the act enti-
tled “an act creating a Board of Public Works, and providing
for the improvement of the Des Moines river,” provides that,
““at the time of the sale, the treasurer and Secretary shall issue
their cerlificates of the same to the respective purchasers, re-
taining duplicates thereof, patents shall thereupon issue, signed
by the governor, subject to such regulations as may be pre-
seribed by law.”

No regulations have yet been prescribed by law, for the issu-
ing of these patents, and I would suggest that the Board of
Public Works be authorized to prepare and fill them up, and
then forward them to the Executive, for his signature..

One of the most important duties devolving upon. the Gen-
eral Assembly, at its present session, is the apportionment of
the State, in accordance with the thirty-first seetion of the
fourth article of the constitution. I rest assured that you will
meet this duty with that. deliberation which its proper perform-
ance demands.

The remarks in my message, delivered at.the special session,
relative to the unfinished condition, and the necessity of com-
pleting the penitentiary of this State, I respectfully reiterate at
the present time.

The commissioners appointed to revise the statutes of this State,
have submitted a report to me, which is herewith.transmitted.

"the suit relative to.the boundary. line between this State and
Missouri, has, T understand, been taken to.the Supreme Court
af the United States, where it will probably be heard and deci-
ded during the present winter,
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During the interval between the adjournment of the first
General Assembly under the constitution, and the opening of
the special session, all of the Judges of the Supreme Court of
this State, who held their offices by virtue of appointment
under the general government, tendered their resignations to
me. The eighth section of the fifth article of the constitution
provides that, “when any office shall, from any cause, become
vacant, and no mode is provided by the constitution and lews
for filling such vacancy, the Governor shall have power to fill
such vacancy, by granting commissions, which shall expire at
the end of the next session of the General Assembly, or at the
next eleetion by the people.” I accordingly filled the vacancies
in the Supreme Court by issuing commissions, which, in my
judgment, expired at the close of the special session. As the
General Assembly neglected to elect judges during that session,
at its close, I issued commissions to the gentlemen now filling the
offices of chief justice and assoclate justices of the Supreme
Court. Those commissions will expire at the close of the pres-
ent session, and it will be your duty to elect judges of the
Supreme Court in compliance with the constitution and laws.

It will also be your duty to electtwo United States Senators.
Two sessions of the General Assembly have been held since
our State organization, during which the election of United
States Senators, and Judges of our Supreme Court, were duties
enjoined upon it by the constitution. Unfortnnately for the
State,those duties have not yet been performed. If this result
arose from difficulties which presented themselves, and which
members felt unable to surmount without further consultation
with their constituents, I feel confident that, as you are fresh
fromthe people, you have received such instructions from them,
as will enuble you to discharge these duties with promptitude
and harmony.

1 cannot refrain {rom again impressing upon your minds the

“propriety of a speedy and energetic discharge of your various
duties ; that accuracy and dispatch should characterize all of
your proceedings ; that no matters foreign to the interests of the
State should be introduced into your deliberations ; and may we
all so perform our daties as to receive the approbution of the



THE SENATE. 21

people, of our own conscienees, and the approving smile of
Heaven. ANSEL BRIGGS.
fowa City, December 5, 1848,

Which was read, and
On motion,
The Senate adjourned till. 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

THURSDAY MORNING, Drcemser 7, 1848,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

The President being absent, Mr. Springer was called to the
cheir.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leifing-
well, chief clerk:

Mr. President—

I am instructed to inform the Senate that the House has re-
ceded from its amendments to

Senate file, No. 3, Joint Resolution relative to the election of
Senators and Judges, and passed the same without amendment.

The House has passed

Senate file, No. 1, a bill for an act granting certain rooms in
the capitol, for the use of the United States District Court;
also,

Senate file, No. 2, Joint resolution requesting our Senators
and Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriation
to defray the expense of running the north and western bounda-
ries of the State of JTowa.

Mr. Wright presented a petition from William Steel, and 10
other citizens of Van Buren, Jefferson and Henry countics,
praying for a road from Keosauqua, via. Van Buren county, to
Mt. Pleasant, in Henry county.

Which was,



92 JOURNAL OF

On his motion,

Referred to.the committee on Roads.

Mr. Sanford appeared, and took his seaf, as Senator from Yan
Buren county.

Mr. Jay, with leave obtained, introduced

Scnate file, No. 4, joint resolution for the restriction of slavery;

Which was read’a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Crawford,

A call of the Senate was had, when it appeared

That Mr. Harbour and Mr. President were absent.

Mr. Harbour appearing, a further-call was suspended.

Mr. Crawford moved the indefinite postponement of said joint
resolution.

The yeas and nays being requested,

Mr. Harbour moved a call of the Scnate, which was ordered,
when it appeared that Mr. President was absent,

Mr: President appearing, and having. taken the chair, a fur-
ther call was suspended.

M. Bradley moved the postponement of said joint resolution,
until Wednesday next, at 2 o’clock, P. M.

Mr. Crawford moved the indefinite postponement of said joint
resolution:

Mr. Bradley offered the following amendment :

Strike out all after the words ‘“seventeerhundred and eighty-
seven.”’ :

‘The question being upon the adoption of the amendment,

The yeas and- nays were -roquosted, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Fear, Harbour; Howell, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President
—11.

Nays—Messrs. Browning, Cook, Jay, Sanford,. Springer,
Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright—8.

So the question was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Said joint vesolution was laid upon the table. and made sub-
ject to the order of the Senate.

Mr. Cook, with leave obtained. introduced
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Yenate file, No. 5, Joint Resolution concerning tlre election of
United States Senators.
Mr. Bradley moved that said joint resolution be laid on the
table.
Upon this ‘question, the yeas and nays werc requested, and
being ordered, were as follows:
Ycas—Messrs. Alger, Bra(lley; Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Fear, Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President—10.
Nays—Messrs. Browning, Cook, Jay, Sanford, Springer,
Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright-—8.
And said question was decided in the affirmative.
The President laid before the Senate the report [See Appen-
dix] of the Secretary of ‘Stite, accompanying certain bils,
Which was,
On motion of Mr. Bradley,
Referred to the commiitee on Claims.
Mr. Cassady, on leave obtained, introduced
Senate file, No. 6, A bill to increasc the number of jndicial
distriets,
¥Which was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Bradley,
Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.
The President hid before the Senate the annual report of the
Auditor of State. TSee Appendix.]
On motion of Mr. Cook,
Ordered, That said report be laid on the table, and 1,000
copies be printed for the use of the Senate.
On motion,
Senate adjourned till 2o’clock, P. M.

TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Lspy,
Resolved, That C. C. Rockwell be appointed Secretary of the
Senate; and John M. Perry Assistunt Scerefery,
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The Sccretaries elect were then each duly sworn for the
faithful performance of the duties of their respeective stations.

Messrs. Harrison and Goodrell were announced, a commitiee
appointed to inform the Senate, that the House of Representa-
tives were ready to receive the Senate in joint convention.

‘Whereupon, Mr. Shields was appointed teller, and

The hour of 2, P. M., having arrived, The Senate, preceded
by their President, Secretaries, and Sergeant-at-arms, repaired
to the hall of the House of Representatives, for the purpose of
balloting for United States Senators, and Judges of the Supreme
Court. The two branches of the legislative assembly having

“met in the hall of. the House,

A call of the members was had, when it appearcd that all the
members of both Houses were present and answered to their
names.

After which,

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

The convention proceeded to the election of United States
Senators, to represent the State of Towa, and

Messrs. Shields, of the Senate, and Read, of the House, hav-
ing been appointed tellers,

Mr. Bradley nominated Augustus C, Dodge.

Mr. Thompson nominated Wm. H. Wallace.

And, after the roll had been called by the Seeretary, and all
the members had voted,

It appeared that Augustus C. Dodge had reccived thirty-eight
votes, and

Wm. H. Wallace nineteen.

Those who voted for Augustus C. Dodge, were

Messrs. Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham,
Bradley, Cassady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davison, Elmer,
Espy, Evans, Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour,
Howel, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Morton, Pen-
ny, Reed, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Walker,
Weyand, Wood, and Mr. President.

Those who voted for YWm. H. Wallace, were,

Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Good-
rell, Jay, MeCrary, McManaman, Sanford, Springer, Sproti.
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Stevenson, Timmons, Thompson, Wheeler, Williams, Wood-
worth and Wright.

And it appearing that Augustus C. Dodge had reccived a ma-
jority of all the voles cast,

The President announced that Augustus C. Dodge was duly
clected a Senator, to represent the State of Towa, in the Senate
of the United States.

My, McFarland nominated Geo. V. Jones.

Mr. Springer nominated Ralph P. Lowe.

The Convention proceeded to elect; when it appeared that

Geo. W. Jones had received thirty-eight votes, and Ralph P.
Lowe, nineteen.

Those who voted for Geo. W. Jones, were

Messrs. Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Betts, Baker, Bonham,
Bradley, Cassady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davison, Elmer,
Evans, Espy, Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour,
Howel, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Morton, Penny,
Read, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Walker, Wey-
and, Wood, and Mr. President. '

Those who voted {or Ralph P. Lowe, were

Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Good-
rell, Jay, McCrary, MecManaman, Sanford, Springer, Sprott,
Stephenson, Timmons, Thompson, Wheeler, Williams, Wood-
worth and Wright.

And it appearing that (reorge W. Joncs had received 2 ma-
jority of all the votes cast,

The President declared that Geo. W. Jones was duly elected
a Senator, to represent the Statc of Towa, in the Senate of the
United States.

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of this State.

Mr. Griflith nominated Joseph Willlams.

Mr. Stephenson nominated Stephen Whicher.

The vote being taken, resulted as follows:

For Joseph Williams thirty-nine votes.

For Stephen ¥hicher cightcen votes.

These who voted for Joseph Williams, were

_'\Icss;'s Alexander, Alger, Bablit, Balker. Betts, Benhanm.
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Bradley, Cussady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davisofy, Elmer, Es-
py, Evans, Fear, Flint, Griffith, Gifford, Harrison, Harbour,
Howel, Jacobs, Langton, McFarland, Mahony, Morton, Penny,
Read, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Sprott, Walker,
Weyand, Wood, and Mr. President.
These who voted for Stephen Whicher, were
Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Good-
ivell, Jay, McCrary, McManaman, Sanford, Springer, Stephen-
son, Timmons, Thompson, Wheeler, Williams, Woodworth and
‘ Wrmht‘ .
And it appearing-that Joseph Williams had received a major1-
ity of all ‘the votes cast,
The President deelared that Joseph Williams was duly elect-
-ed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of this State.
Mr. McFarland nominated John F. Kinney an associate Jus-
tice of the supreme-court of this State.
Mr, McManaman nominated James B. Howell.
The vote beingteken, redulted as follows ;
YFor John F. Kinney, thirty-nine votes.
For James B. Howel, eighteen votes.
"Those who voted for John F. Kinney, were
Messrs. Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham,
Bradley, ‘Cassady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davison, Elmer,
Espy, Evans, Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour,
Howel, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Morton, Penny,
Read, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Sprott, Walker,
Weyand, Wood, and Mr. President.
Those who voted for James B. Howel, were
Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Geod-
rell, Jay, McCrary, McManaman, Sanford, Springer, Stephen-
son, Timmons, Thompaon, Wheeler, Williams, Woodworth and
Wright. ‘
And it appearing that John F. Kinney had received a major-
ity of all the votes cast,
* The President declared that John F. Kmney was duly clected
anAssociale Justice of the supreme court of the State of Iowa.
Mr. Bradley nominated George Green, an Associate Justice
of the supreme court of the State of lowa.
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Mr. Timmons nominated Timothy Davis.

The vote being taken, resulted as follows:

For George Green, thirty-nine votes. . N

For Timothy Davis, eighteen votes.

Those whe voted for George Green, were

Messrs. Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham,
Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Corse, Davison, Elmer, Espy, Ev-
ans, Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour, Howell,
Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Morton, Penny, Read,
Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sérgent, Shields, Sprott, Walker, Wey-
and, Wood, and Mr. President. :

Those who voted for Timothy Davis, were

Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Cook, Goodrell, Jay,.
McCrary, McManaman, Sanford, Springer, Stephenson, Tim-
mons, Thompson, Wheeler, Williams, Woodworth and Wright.

And it appearing tlrat George Green had received a majority
of all the votes cast, ‘

The President declared that George Green was duly elected
an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Iowa.

The Senate then returned from the joint.convention of the
two Houses of the Legislative Assembly.

FRIDAY MORNING, Decemser 8, 1848,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mor. Shields, on leave obtained, introduced,

Joint Resolution relative to the standing commititee on schools ;.

Which was read a first and second time.

Mr. Shields moved the suspension of the 13th rule, and that
said joint resolution be read a third time now.

Mr. Sanford offered the following amendment :

Strike out the words, ¢“and House of Representatives,” and -
susert, ‘‘the House concurring,” making it as follows :
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Resolved, by the Senate, the House concurring, that the two
standing committees on common sc.hools,' confer together, and
submit a joint report and bill, for the organization of a common
school system.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Cassady moved to take from the table,

Nenate file, No. 6, A bilt for an act to inercase the number of
judicial districts.

Which was,

On his motion,

Referred to a select commiltee of one from cach judicial dis-
trict, composed of

Messrs. Espy, Bradley, Wright, Cook and Cassady.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

A committee of three were appointed to prepare rules for the
rovernment of the Senate.

Messrs. Bradley, Springer and Harbour, were appointed said
committee.

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

The Senate resolved itself Into a committee of the whole, for
the consideration of the Governor’s message, Mr. Jay in the
chair, and

After some time spent thercin, ithe committee rose by their
chairman, and reported the same back to the Senate without
reference.

On motion of Mr. Crawford,

Resolved, That the Sceretary inform the House, that the Sen-
ate s now ready to meet the House of Representatives in the
hall of the House, {or the purpose of muaking out certificates
of the election of U. 8. Senators, and Judges of the Supreme
Court.

On motion of Mr. Espy,

The report of the revising committee was referred to the

committee on the Judiciary.
On motion of Mr. Cook,

That portion of the Governor’s message rclating to the appor-
tionment of the State into electoral districts, was referred to a
sclect commitice of one from eacl: senatorial district, composed of
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Messrs. Fear, Cook, Springer, Harbour, Sanford, Hoewel,
Jay, Crawford, Cassady, Royston, Espy, ]gel and Bradley.

A commitiee composed of

Messrs. Corse and Griffith, were announced, who informed
the Prestdent and members of the Senate, that the House were
ready to receive them in joint convention.

The Senate then, preceded by its President, Secretaries. and
Sergeant-at- Arms, repaired to the hall of the House.

The Senate, having taken the seats assigned to them by the
President of the convention, and the roll of the General Assem-
bly having been called by the Secretary of the convention,

Messrs. Sanford and Springer were absent.

On motion of Mr. Crawford,

A further call of the roll was suspended.

The President announced the purpose of the convention.

Mr. Sanford appeared and took his aeat.

After which the following certificates were signed by the
President, and attested by the letters of the convention.

Hall of the House of Representaiives of the Stute of Iowa, 2
December 8th, 1848.

This will certify, that at an election by the General Asscm-
bly of the State of Towa, in joint convention, on Thursday the
seventh day of December, A. D., 1848, Augustus C. Dodge was
duly elected a Senator to represent this State in the Senate of
the United States.

JOHN J. SELMAN,
President of the Joint Convention.
Attest :
J. G. Swizros, )

W. C. Reap, Tellers.

Hall of the House ochpv esenlatives of the State of lowa, }
December 8th, 1848, ¢

This will certify, that at an election by the General Assem-
bly of the State of Towa, in joint convention, on Thursday the
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7th day of December, A. D., 1848, George W. Jones was duly
elected a Senator to represent this State in the Senale of the

United States.
JOHN JI. SELMAN,

President of the Joirt Convention.

Attest:
J. G.SuareLos, ¢ oo
W.C. Rusp, ¢ Telicrs.

Flell of the House of Represenfutives of the Nale of fowa, )
December Sth, 1848, 4
This will certify, that at an eleetion by the General Assem-
L'y of the State of Iowa, in joint convention, on Thursday the
7ih day of December, A, D., 1848, Joseph Williams was duly

elected Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of this State.
JOIN J. SELMAN,

President of the Joint Convention.

Attest:
J. Gl Smrwns, ! Tehors.

W.C. Bean,

Hull of the House of Represendeiives of the Siale of Iowe, §
December 8, 1848, §
This will certify, that at an clection by the General Assembly
of the State of Towa, in joint convention, on Thursday, the 7th
day of December, A. D. 1848, John ¥. Kinney was duly elect-
ed an Associste Justice of the Supreme Court of this State.
JOHN J. SELMAN,

Prestdent of the Joint Clonvention.
Attest:

3. GoSuicnos, o 5
W, Ruan,  § Felters,
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Hall of the Hovse of Represeatatives of the Stade of Jowa, )

December 8, 1848, ¢
This will certify that at an election Ly the General Assembly
of the State of Towa, in Joint Convention, on 'Thursday, the
T day of December, A. 1. 1848, George Green was duly
elected an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of this

State.
JOHN J. SELMAN,
President of the Joint Convention.
Adlest:

J. G Bumeens, )

WO Rapn, ¢ Tellers.

"The husiness for tvhich the convention met having been frans-
ccted, the Senate returned.
On motion of Mr. Crawford.
That pertion of the Governor’s messege, reluting to receipts

and disbursemer
Was referred to the committee on Ways and Means,
On motion of Mr. Bradley,
"That portion of the Governer’s message relaling to schools,
Was referved to the committee on Schoecls s
Also,
"That portion relating {o the peritentiavy,
Was referred to the committee on Public Buildings.
On motion of Mr. Crawford,
That part relating to the militia,
Was referred to the committee on IMilitory S

On motion of 3r. Bradley,
That portion rclating to railvoads, and the improvement of the
Des Mcines,
Was referred o the committec on Internal Improvements.
OUn motion of My, Shields,

1

The Nenate adjewrned 1 2 ¢clock, Po M,

iy
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TWO O°CLOCK, P. M.

Message {rom the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk:
Mr. President—

I am instructed to inform the Scnate that the House of Rep-
resentatives have passed, -

H. R. file, No. 4, An act authorizing William S. Townscnd
to keep a ferry across the Missouri river, at Trader’s Point.

Also, .

H. R. file, No. 6, A bill for an act {o incorporate the cily
of Keokuk.

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

And, also, that the House have ordered 1,000 copies of the
report of the Board of Public Works to be printed, for the use
of the General Assembly.

Mr. Harbour, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 8, A bill for an act to repeal an act entitled
an act supplemental to an act establishing a Board of Public
Works, and providing for the improvement of the Des Moines
river, approved February 5th, 1848,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to the commiitee on Internal Improvements.

Mr. Wright, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 9, Joint Resolution, asking an appropriation
to build a bridge across the Des Moines river, on the military
road,

Which was read a first and sccond time, and,

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said joinl resolution read a
third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 6, A bill to incorporate the city of Keokuk,

Was read a first and second time, and, .
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© On motion of Mr. Sprott,

Referred to a select committee, and

Messrs. Espy, Sprott, and Fear were appointed said com-
mittee.

(n motion of Mr. Sanford,

Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to furnish each
member of the Senate with a copy of the acts, resolutions, and
memorials of the first session of the General Assembly, and
ulso a copy of the Journal of the extra session of the first Gen-
eral Assembly. &

H. R. file, No. 4, A bill for an act authorizing William S,
Townsend to keep a ferry across ihe Missouri river, al Tra-
der’s Point,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Said bill wds amended as follows :

Insert Section 33 ¢ This act may be altered or repealed at
any time, by the General Assembly of this State.”

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

The 13th rule was suspended, said billread a third ime, pass-
ed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Browning, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 10, A bill for an act authorizing the several
hoards of commissioners of the different counties in this State,
to buy and sell real estate,

Which was rcad a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

Laid on the table.

Mr. Espy offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That, the House concurring, R. W. Albright, Silas
Height, and Thomas C. Young, be a commiltee to visit and ex-
amine the penitentiary of this State, and make a report of its
siluation, in all respects, to the Ceneral Assembly, at as early a
day as possible.

On motion of Mr. Harbour.

Liaid on the table until to-morrow.

On 1notion,

The Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock. to-morrow moruing.
5
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SATURDAY MORNING, Decemper 9, 1848,

“Senale met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Sclman, (Mr. Browning having been called to the cheir,)
presented a petition from John J. Shiller, and 50 other citizens
of the State of Iowa, praying for a State road{rom Eddyville,
in’ Wapello county, to Bloamfield, in Davis county,

Which was,

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Roads.

Mr. Royston offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be requested
to inquire into the propriety of vacating Monroe City, refunding
the money oblained {rom, and cancelling the obligations given
by purchasers of lots in said city, and that the committee report
by bill, or otherwise.

On motion of Mr. Sanford,

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the-Senate.

Mzr. Crawford, from the select committee, to whom was re-
ferred the petition of T. 8. Wilson and others, relative to the
bridges on the military road, introduced

Senate file, No. 11, A bill for an act making an appropriation
to cover, and otherwise repair, certain bridges therein named,

Which was read o first and sceond time, and,

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Public Buildings.

Mr. Espy, from the select commitlee to whom was referred

H. R.dile, No. 6, A bill for an act to incorporate the city of
Keokuk,

Reported the same back, and recommended its passage with-
out amendment.

My, Espy, from the commitice on Envolled Bills. reported
that they had examined

Henate file, No. 2. Jolnt resolution. requesiing our Seunators
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and Representatives in Congress, {o procure an appropriation to
defray the expenses of running the north and western bounda-
ries of the State of Towa,and found the same correetly enrolled.
Mzr. Espy, {from the select committee to whom was referred,

Senate file, No. 6, A bill for an act to inercase the numbu of
judicial distriets,

Reported the same back, and recommended its passage.

Mcr. Bradley movedto lay. said bill on the table, until Thurs-
day next, and that the usual number of copies he printed.

The ycas and nays being requested, were ordered, and werge
as follows :

. Alger, Bradley, . Crawford, Fear, Harbour,
Jay, Royston, Shields, Springer, and Whecler—10.

Nays—Messrs. Browning, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Howel,
Sanford, Wright, and Mr. President—8.

So said motion was adopted.

Mr. Shields, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 12, Jeint Resolution to accept -a reconnoisance,
and preliminary survey, of the Dubuque and Keokuk railroad.

On motion of My. Shields.

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a
third time, passed, and'title agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

Therewith return :

Senate file, No. 2, Joint Resolution requesting our Senators
in Congress, to procure an appropriation, to defray the expense
of running the north-western boundary of the State of Towa,

The same having received the signature of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

On motion of Mr. Espy,

H. R. file, No. 6, A bill for an act to incorporate the ity of
Keokuk,

Was read a first and second time. and.

On his motion,

The 13th rale was suspended, said bill read o fhird time

passed, and title agreed to,
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Mr. Espy’s resolution relative to the appoiniment of a com-
mittee to visit the penitentiary, being the special erder,
Was taken from the table, and,
On motion of Mr. Cook,
Referred to the committee cn Public Buildings.
On motion, ’
The Senate adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o’clock P. M.

MONDAY MORNING, Dreemprr 11, 1848,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment,

Mr. Crawford presented a petition from Wm. Philips and
{orty-nine other citizens of the State of lowa, praying fora state
road from fowa City to Elkador, in Clayton county—which
was,

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Roads.

Mr. Shields presented a petition frem J. P, Stoughton. and
forty other citizens of Buchanan and Delaware counties, pray-
ing for a state road from Delhi, in Delaware county, fo Indepen-
dence, county seat of Buchanan county.

On his motion, )

Referred to the committec on Roads.

Mr. Shields presented a petition from Hugh Bowen, and sixty-
nine other citizens of Dubugque and Jones counties, asking for
an appropriation to cover the bridges crossing the North and
South branches of the Maquoketa river, and the Wapsipini-
con river. -

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Public Buildings.

Mr. Espy offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the committec on Public Buildings, fo whom
was referred the resolution to appeint a committee to exam-
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ine the Penitentiary, be requesied to report at 2 o’clock, P. M.
this day.
On motion of Mr. Sanford,

Laid on the table.

Mr. Espy oflered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to furnish the
Senate with a copy of the Journal of the proeeedings of the
committee appointed to draught, revise and prepare a code of
laws ; and also a copy of the rules and regulations adopted: by
said committee, or a majerity of them, for the government of
their deliberations.

The question beitg upon the adeption of the resolution,

1t was decided in the negative.

The President laid before the Senate the report of the State
Treasurer, relative to the contingent expenses of 1848, [See
Appendix. ]

On motion of Mr. Shields,

Referred to the committee on claims.

The President laid before the Senate the annual report of the
Superintendant of Public Instruction. [See Appendix.]

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Ordered, That said report be laid on the table, and 1000 co-

pies be printed for the use of the Senate.
On motion of Mr. Browning,

Senate file, No. 10, A bill for an act authorising the Boards
of Commissioners of the several counties in this State, to buy
and sell real estate,

Was taken from the table and read a first time, and

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary, with instructions
to add a section legalizing the acts of Boards of County Com-
missioners heretofore made.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

The vote taken on the passage of

1. R. file, No. 6, A bill for an act to incorporate the city of
Keokuk, was reconsidered.

On motion of Mr. Sanford,
Ordered, That 1000 copies of the report of the Board of Pub-
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lic Works for the improvement of the Des Moines river, be
printed ; 700 for the use of the Senate, and 300 for the use of
the Board. [Sce Appendix.]
Mr. Wright, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 7, A bill {or an act to establish an additional
election precinctin Van Buren township, in the county of Van
Buren, Iowa.
On his motion,
Referred to the delegation from Van Buren county.
Ir. Springer, with leave obtained, introduced
Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congress for an appropria-
tion of lands to improve the navigation of the Iowa river,
Which was read a first and secand time, and
On his motion,
Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.
On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.

TWO WCLOCK, P. M.

The President laid before the Senate the annual report of the
Lessee of the Penitentiary.
On motion of Mr. Sanford,
The Senate resolved itself into o committee of the whole, Mr.
Cook in the chair, and
After some lime spent therein, the committee rose, and by
their chairman reported the same back, with sundry amend-
ments,
On motion of Mr. Springer,
Said report was referred to the committce on Public Build-
ings.
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk,
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Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senafe, that the House of Rep-
resentatives have passed

H. R. file, No. 10, A Lill for an act to amend an act enti-
tled © An act for laying out certain roads therein named,” ap-
proved Feb. 18th, 1848, in which the concurrence of the Senate
is requested.  Also,

Senate resolution for the conference of the standing commit-
tees on schools, for the purpose of reporting a bill for a perma-
nent school system.

Also, that the House has passed Senate file, No. 9, Joint
Resolution, asking an appropriation for the purpose of building
a bridge across the Des Moins river, at the crossing of the mili-
tary road.

I herewith return to the Senate,

H. R. file, No. 6, A bill {or an act to incorporate the city
of Keokuk.

I herewith present for your signature,

H. R. {ile, No. 4, A bill for an act authorizing William 8.
Townsend to keep a {erry across the Missouri river, at Tra-
der’s Point 5

The same having passed both Houses of the General Assem-
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives. ‘

The President laid before the Senate the communication of
John Brophy, in relation to the selection of saline springs.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to the committee on Claims.

Mr. Bradley presented a bill for services. as attorney, by
Curtis Bates, Esq., which was,

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Claims.

The Senate, on motion of Mr. Bradley,

Resolved itself into a committee of the whole, for the consid-
eration of

H. LK. file, No. 6, A Dill for an act to incorporate the city of
Keokuk, Mr. Bradley in the cluir, and

After some time spent therein,
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The committee rose,and by their chairman reported the same
back, with the following amendment, viz :

That section 35th, be so amended as to read, “This act to take
effect and be in force from and after its passage.”

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee, was decided in the affirmative.

Said bill was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cook,

The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time,

The question being upon the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cook, Espy, Fear,
Harbour, Jay, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, and
Mr. President—14.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Howel, and Wright—3.

H. R. file, No. 10, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act for laying out and establishing certain roads therein
named, approved February 18, 1848,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Referred to the committee on Roads.

Mr. Browning, with leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 14, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act supplemental and amendatory to an act establishing com-
mon schools, approved January 16, 1840.

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,
Referred to the committee on Schools.
On motion of Mr. Harbour,
The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock te-morrow morning.
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TUESDAY MORNING, Drcevser 12, 1848,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Crawford presented the petition of John W. Clark, and
fifty-four other cilizens of this State, praying for a State road
from Delhi, in Delaware county, to Quasqueton, in Buchanan
county.

Which was,

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to the committee on Roads.

Mr. Crawford also presented a pelition from John W. Clark,
and fifly others, praying for a State road from Cascade, in Du-
buque county, to Delhi, in Delaware county, which was,

On his motion,
- Referred to the committee on Roads.

Mr. Browning offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the message of the Governer, with the accom-
panying report of the lessce of the penitentiary, be published
by one insertion in the Iowa Capital Reporter, and Iowa Repub-
lican, published in Iowa City.

* The question being on the adoption of said resolution,

Was decided in the negative.

Mr. Bradley offercd the following resolution:

Resolved, That John G. Nichols & Co. be employed to print
four hundred and ecighty copies of the journals of the Senate,
of the present session, at the prices allowed by law.

Mr. Crawford moved to lay said resolution on the table.

Agreed to.

The question then being upon the adoption of the resolution,

It was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Wright, from the select committee to whom was referred

Senate file, No. 7, A bill {or an act to establish an additional
election precinct in Van Buren township, in Van Buren county,
Towa.

5
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teported the same back, and reconunended its passage.

The question then being vpon concurring in the report of the
cummittec,

It was decided in the afiirmative.

The question was then put,

+- Shall the bill pass ¥

And was decided in the affivmative. and title agreed to.

My, Bradley, from the commiitec on the Judiciary, {o whom
was referred

The report of the commiitee sppointed to draft, revise, and
prepare a code of laws, made the following

LEPORT:

The commitice on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
report of the committee appointed by an act of the Legislature
of the State of Towu, of January the 25th, 1848, “to draft, re-
vise and prepure acode of Jaws for this State,” respectfully
~submit the following report, viz:

The subject involves much that Is of vitol Interest to the cit-
“izens of the State.  The revising committee have been appoinied
for'the discharge of a duty, the {ull and faithful performance of
which, necessarily required of those enfrusted with it, dili-
rence, patience, perseverance, and high legal attainment.—
“We deem it just to say of the persons composing the committee
‘of revision, that they have our highest confidence in their abil-
‘ty and desire to reflect honor upon themselves and confer endu-
ring benefit upon the State, by performing the high duty assigned
them. in the best manner possible, and with all proper dispatch.
To them, and the Legislature of our young, fertile, and fair
State does our rapidly increasing population, with intense inter-
est, ook with hope and confidence for the establishment, main-
tainance and permanency of civil prosperity and security, by
the preparation and enactment of such a code of laws as will
be in accordunce with the spirit of the duy in which we live,
and lay asafe and firm foundation for the future. We feel us-
sured that the honorable committee, whose report we have care-
fully examined and considered, entertain an culightened view of
1s position in the relalion it sustains Lo the Nate s and thal the
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persons composing it, feel themselves actuated by « sincere de-
sive to perform the task entrusted to them, as well and speedily
as its importance will allow. To collect the material necessary
for such a work, requires great labor and much research, direct-
ed by an enlightened judgment, and experience. To adjust and
harmoniously arrange the matter collected, into a perfect system.
is the work of a master statesman and jurist, possessed of lights
both old and new.. To urge hasty action on the committtee, or
call for the work already dere in an unfinished condition, in or-
der to complete it by the ordinary process in legislation, would
ouly thwart the Legislature in the accomplishment of the design
which induced the appeintment of the commitiee of revision.
By granting further and full time to the commiltee to finish their
work, no additional expense will be incurred by the State.

It is therefore the opinion of this committee, that the Commif-
tee of Revision, on the eriminal and civil code, have furtlier time
to report.

In aecordance with the views above expressed, and to carry
out the purpose by the proper acts of legislation, this committee
respectfully recommend the passage of the following resolu-
tions, viz:

Ist.. Resolved, by the General Assembly of the Stale of Ioww.
That when this legislative assembly adjourn, it will adjourn sine
die.

2d. Resolved, That the committee appointed by the Jast Leg-
islative Assembly to draft, revise and prepare a code of laws
for the State of lowa, have further time to report, and that they
are hereby requested to notify the Governor of this State of
their preparation and readiness to report as soon as practicable,
and that as soon thereafter, as may be convenient, he be request-
ed to convene the (ieneral Assembly, in order to receive and
set upon the code then reported by the Commissioners.

The question being upon concurring in the report of the
committee,

Was decided in the afiirmative.

On motion of Mr. Sanford.

Ordered, that 500 copies of the report of satd committee be

printed for the use of the Senate.
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Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution .accompanying said re-
port, ' R
Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Browning,
The 13th rule was suspended, said jointresolutionread a third
time, passed, and litle agreed to.
Mr. Espy, on leave obtained, intreduced
Senate file, No. 15, A bill for an act establishing a ferry
across the Des Moines river, at Boatman’s mill,
Which was read a first and second time, and,
On motion 8f Mr. Bradley,
Referred to the committee on Corporations.
Mr. Sanford introduced
Senate file, No. 17, A bill for an act relative to the peniten-
tiary.
Said bill was read a first and seecond time, and,
On motion of Mr. Harbour,
Referred to the committee on Public Buildings, with instruc-
tions to report to-morrow.
Mr. Royston, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 18, Joint Resolution for a construetion of the
law granting lands for the improvement of the Des Moines
river,
YWhich was read a first and second time, and ,
My. Sanford movedto amend, by striking out the word, “Gov-
ernor,” and insert the words “Seerclary of State.”
Agreed to.
On motion of Mr. Wright,
The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resclution read a
third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Mr. Jay offered the following resolution:
Resolved, The House concurring, that the General Assembly
adjourn sine die on the 21st inst.
On motion of Mr. Sanford,
Laid on the table.
Mr. Wright presented the claim of the estate of Samuel C.
Reed, for supplies furnished, per order of the Marshall of the
Territory of Iowa.
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On motion of Mr. Wright,
Referred to the committec on Claims.
Mr. Espy, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for an appropriation to
improve the Des Moines and Rock river rapids in the Missis-
sippi river.
On motion of Mr. Sanford, X
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary, with instructions
to draft o memorial.
On motion of Mr. Royston,
he resolution requesting the committee on the Judiciary to
inghire into the propriety of vacating Monroe City, &e.,
Was taken from the table, and,
On motion of Mr. Cook,
Said resolution was adopted.
On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.

m
rs

TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

Mzr. Cook, moved that the vote had upon the passage of

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution accompanying the re-
port of the committee on the Judiciary,

To whom was referred the report of the committee appointed
to draft, revise, and prepare a code of laws, be reconsidered.

Upon this question,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Cook,
Espy, Fear, Harbour, Howel, Jay, Shields, Springer, Sprott,
Wheeler, Wright, and Mr. President—16.

Nays—Messrs. Crawford and Sanford—2.

So said question was decided in the affirmative,
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Message {rom the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief elerk.
Mr. President—

I am directed, by the House of Representatives, to inform the
Senate, that the House has passed

II. R. file, No. 23, A bill for an act to amend the charter of
the city of Burlington.

Also,

H. R. file, No. 15, Joint Resolution asking a donation of
land for the improvement of the Muscatine Island.

Also,

H. R. file, No. 18, Joint Resolution requesting our Senators
and Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriation to
pay the citizens of Iowa, for services rendered in the Missouri
war.

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully
asked.

¥ herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 6, An act to incorporate the city of Keokuk,

The same having passed both houses of the General Assem-
bly, and reeeived the signature of the Speaker of the H(mse of
Representatives.

Mr. Crawford, from the committce on Incorporations, to whom
was referred

Senate file, No. 15, A bill for an act creating a ferry across
the Des Moines river at Boatman’s mil], ‘

Reported the same back, with the following amendment:
” 1n section 2d, and insert “one.”

The question being upon concurring in the report of the
conmmittee,

Was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Cook moved to lay said bill and report on the table.

Upon this question,

Strike out ¢““two,

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were
as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cook, Harbour,
Jay, Royston, Springer, Wheeler, Wright, and Mr. President
—11.
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Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Fear, Howel,
Sanford, Shields, and Sprott—8. *

o it was decided to lay on the table.

Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congress for an appropriation
to improve the Jowa river,

Being in order,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 6, A bill for an act to increase the number of
judicial districts,

Being the special order,
. Was taken from the table, and read a second time.

Mr. Springer moved to refer said bill to the committee on the
Judiciary.

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Fspy, Harbour,
Shields, Bpringer, Sprott, Wheeler, and Mr. President—10.

Nays—>Messrs. Alger, Browning, Cassady, Fear, Howel,

Jay, Royston, Sanford, and Wright—9.

Mr. Alger moved that the resolution offered by Mr. Bradley,
employing Nichols & Co. to print 480 copies of the journals of

the Senate, at its present session, be recinded.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Fear, Har-
bour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President.—10.

Nays—DMessrs. Bradley, Browning, Cook, Jay, Sanford,
Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright—39.

So said resolution was recinded.

H. R. file, No 15, Joint Resolution asking an appropriation
of lund to improve the Muscatine Island,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Alger,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 18, Joint Resolution requesting our Senators
and Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriation to
pay the dtizens of Towa, for services rendered in the Missour:

wWar,
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Was read a f{irst and second time, and
On motien of Mr. Browning,

Ordered o a third reading to-morrow.

Message {rom the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

I herewith return to the Senate, Senale file No. 16, Joint Res- -
olution, accompanying the report of the commiltee of revision
of the Laws.

H. R. file, No. 23, A bill for an act to amend the charter of
the city of Burlington,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Browning,

Referred to the delegation from Des Moines county.

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution, accompanying the re-
pert of the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred
the report of the commitee of Revision, being in order,

Mr. Cook moved to refer said joint resolution to a select
committee.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Cook moved to lay said joint resolution on the table till
to-morrow morning.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Springer moved to lay said joint resolution on the table
till to-morrow afternoon.

Disagreed to. .

On motion of Mr. Browning,

The Senate resolved itself into 2 committee of the whole, for
the consideration of said joint resolution, Mr. Browning in the
chair, and '

After some time spent therein,

The committee rose,and by their chairman reported the same
back without amendment thereto, and asked the concurrence of
the Senate thercin.

The question being upon concurringin the report of the com-
mittee,

Was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Cook moved to amend said joiut reselution. b striking
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end Insert ithe words “on the Ist
Monday in November next,”

out the words, “sine

Upon which. the yeas and nuys were requested, and being
ordered, were as 10110 'S

Yeas—

Tiessrs. Cook, sz‘ingﬂr, and Mr. President——23.

Ways—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Craw-
ford, Espy, Fear, Harbour, Howel, Jay, Roysicen, Sanfor((.,
Shields, Sproit, Wheeler and Wright—16.

So said amendment was Gi

On motion of ¥r. Bradley,
Said joint resolution was ordered to & third reading to-mor-
row.
On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clocic. A, 3., to-morrow.

WEDNESDAY AMORNING, Decrupnrnr 13, 1848,

Senate met pursuunt to adjournment.

My. Browning, from the select commiltee to whom was re-
{erred,

H. R. file, No. 25, A bill for an act to amend the charter of
the city of Burlington,

Reported the same back with an uddmon'tl section.

The question bemg upon concurring in the report of the cous-
mittee,

Was decided in the affrmative, and,

On motion of Mr. Browning,

Ordered to be read a third time to-morrow.

Mr. Cassady, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred '

Senate file, No. 6, A bill foxr an act to increase the number of
judicial districts,

Reported the same buck, with the following amendmendt.

~

i



5o JOURNAL OF

Sirike out, in section 5, the words, “which is, or shall be
attached to any of them, {or judicial purposcs, and insert the
words “lying West.”

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mniltee,

H was decided in the affirmative.

Ay, Harbour moved to amend said bill, by striking out the
werds, “and all the territory lying west.”

idessage from the House of Bepresentatives, by Mr. Leffing-
welly chief clerk:

Mr. President—

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 18, bemorialand joint resolution to Congress,
asking for their construction of the act appropriating lands for
the lmprovement of the Des Moines river,

The same having passed the House of Representatives.

T am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentqh\'«us has passed

1. R. file, No. 7, A bill for an act authorizing John A. Me-
Pdll"md his heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry
seross the Mississippl river, at the town of Montrose, in the
county of Lee, and State of Towa.

Also,

H. R. file, No. 16, A bill for an act authorizing the county
commissioners to build a court house on the public square, in
the town of Fairfield, in Jefferson county.

Also,

H. R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act authorizing George Keil
to keep a wharf boat at Fort Madison.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

On motion of Mr. Sanford,

The Senate adjourned till 2 o'cleck, I'. AT
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TWO OCLOCK, P. M..

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lef-
fingwell, chiet clerk :
My, President—

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congress, for an appropria-
tion of lands to improve the navigation of the lowa river.

Also,

Senate file, No 7, A Dill for an get to establish en additional
clection precinetin Van Buren townshin, in the county of Van
Buren, lowa.

I am directed to inform the Senate thot the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to preserve the purity of
electlions.

In which the concurrence of the Senate i§ Yespectfully re-
quested.

The question being upon the amendment proposed by Mu.
Harbour to

Senate file, No. 6, A bill for an act to increase the number of-
judicial districts, '

A call of the Senate was had, when it appeared that Mr. San-
ford was absent.

Myr. Sanford appearing, the further call was suspended, and

The yeas and nays were requested, aud being ordered, were-
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Cassady, Crawford, Iispy, Fear, Harbour,
Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President—9.

Nays—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cook, Juy, San-
ford, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, and Whight—10.

Myr. Bradley moved to amend said bill, by striking out “Mus-
catine” from the fourth judicial district, and adding it to the
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second, and striking out © Poweshiek and Tama” from the Hth
judieial district, and adding it to the 4th.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Bradley moved to strike out “Cedar” from the fourth
judiciul distriet, and add it to the second.

Upon this question the yeas and nays being requested, were
ordered, and were as follows :

Yeas——Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, Harbour. Howel, Whee-
ler and Mr. President—©.

Nays—-Messrs. Alger, Browning, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Fear,
Royston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott, and Wright—12,

So sald motion was disagreed to.

Mr. Haabour moved to. strike ont the word “Poweshiel”’
from the 5Hth judicial distriet, and add it the 3d.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Springer moved to amend said bill, by adding to the 5Hth
jwdicial district, “the county of Pottawatamie.”

Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, and being or-
deved, were as follows :

Veas—Messrs. Browning, Cock, Jay, Sanford, Springer,
Hprott, Wheeler, and Wright—8.

Nays-—Messrs.- Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Fear, Hax-
bour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President.—11.

So said amendment was disagreed to.

Mr. Sanford moved that said bill be engrossed and read a
third time to-morrow..

Upon this question the yeas and nays being requested, were
ordered, and were as follows :

Yeas—Messys. Alger, Cassady, Coole, Espy, Jay, Sprott, apd
Wright—7.

Nays——Messrs. Browning, Crawford, Fear, Harbour, How-
el, Royston. Shields, Springer, Wheeler, and Mr. President—-11.

8o said motion was disagreed to.

Messrs. Cook and Wright, from e minority of the commit-
tee on Corporations, to whom was referred

Senate file, No. 15, A hill for an act to establish a ferry
zeross the Des Moines rivor, at Boatman’s mitl.

Submitted the following
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REPORT:

The undersigned, members of the committee on Incorpora-
tions, to whom was referred “An act to establish a ferry at
Boatman’s Mill, on the Des Moines river, in Lee county,”
would respectfully report—That the committee, having had the
said act under consideration, and a majority of said commitiee
having made one amendment and reported the bill back, with a
reconunendation that it pass; and as the minority of that com-
miltee deem it entirely tnnecessary to legislate upon the sub-
jeet, they ask to submit the following facts as the basis of their
conclusion: _

The Legislature of the late Territory of Jowa, passed “An act
to vegulate Ferries,” which was approved the 16th of February,
1843, and is now in force. It will be seen by reference to this
law, that the Legislature not only intended to protect the citi-
zens from imposition, by exclusive privileges, but also, to make
it a source of revenue to the various counties through which
navigable streams pass. Your committee deem it unjust, then,
that the Legislature should grant an exclusive privilege to one
man, while others are compelled to pay for that privilege.

Your committee, therefore, recommend an indefinite post-
ponement of said bill.

Respectfully submitted,
G. C. WRIGHT,
JOIIN P. COOK.
On motion of Mr. Sprott,

Szid report was laid on the table.

Mr. Harbour gave notice, that on to-morrow, or some sub-
sequent day, he would ask leave to introduce a bill, to define
the boundaries of the first congressional distrief. '

Mr. Howel, from the committee on Roads, to whom was re-

ferred the petition of John W. Clark and others, asking for a
State road from Delhi, in Delaware county, to Independence, in
Buchanan eounty, reported

Senate file, No. 20, A bill for an act to establish a State road
from Delhi, in Delaware county, to Independence, in Buchanan
county,
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Which was read a second time, and
On motion of Mr. Shields,

Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution accompanying the report
of the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
report of the revising committee, coming up in order,

Mr. Espy moved to refer said joint resolution to a committee
of five,

Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, and being
ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Cook, Espy, Harbour, Shields, Spring-
er, and Mr. President—7.

Nays—DMessrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Crawford,
Fear, Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Sprott, Wheeler and
Wright—10.

Se said motion was disagreed to.

The guestion being upon the passage of said joint resolution,

By the consent of the Senate, a division of the question was.

had.
The question then being upon.the passage of the first section

of said joint resolution,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Craw--
ford, Espy, Fear, Harbour, Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford,
Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright and Mr. President
—18.

Nays—Mr. Cook—1.

The question then being taken upon the passage of the 2nd
‘section of said joint resolution,

The yeas and nays were requested,. and being ordered,. were
as follows: g

Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Crawford, Fear, How-
el, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott and Wheeler-—12..

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Cook, Espy, Harbour, Wright and.
Mr. President—®6.

So said joint resolution was passed.

Mr. Cook moved to amend the title of said joint resolution,.
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by striking outall after the word “resolution,” and inserting the
words “an excuse for calling an extra session of the General
Assembly,”

Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, and being
ordered, werc as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Cook and Mr. President—2.

Nays-—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Espy,
Fear, Harbour, Howel, Jay, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott,
Wheeler and Wright—16.

So suid amendment was disagreed to, and

The question being upon agreeing to the title of said joint
resolution, was decided in the affirmative.

H. R. file, No. 15, Joint Resolution, asking a grant of land
for the improvement of the Muscatine Island, being in order,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. I8, Joint Resolution, requesting our Senators
and Representatives in Congress, o procure an appropriation to
pay the citizens of Iowa, {or services rendered in the Missouri
war, being in order,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 7, A bill to authorize J. H. McFarland, his
heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry across the Mis-
sissippi river, ut the town of Montrose, in the county of Lee and
State of Iowa,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Sprottt,

Referred to the committee on Incorporations.

H. R. file, No. 16, A bill for an act authorizing the Board of
commissioners to build a court-house on the public square, in
the town of Fairfield, in Jefferson oounty, or elsewhere,

Was read a fivst and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Browning,

Referred to o committee of the whole Senate, and made the
special order for to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act to authorize Geo. Keil to
keep a wharf boat at Fort Madison, ’

Was read a first and second time. and

On motion of Mr, Espy,
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Referred to a committee of three,and

Messrs. Espy, Sprott and Crawford, were appointed szid com-
mittee.

H. R. file, No. 11, A bili for an act to preserve the purity of
clections,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Xr. Browning,

Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the
special order of the day for Friday next.

Mr. Cook presenied the petition of Isaae Lichtbarger and 90
other citizens of the State of Towa, asking for a State road from
Cedar Rapids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa county.

On his motion,
Referred to the commitice on Roads.
On motion,
The Senale adjourned till 10 o’clock. A. M., to-morrow.

.

THURSDAY MORNING, Decenner 14, 1848,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mzr. Springer presented the petition of Frederick Schwabe
and 120 others, citizens of the State of Jowa, praying that the
General Assembly of this State should specify no intermediate
point south of lowa city, in their memorial to Congress, for an
appropriation to aid in the construction of a Railroad from Du
Buque to Keokuk, which was,

On his motion,

Laid on the table.

Mr. Shields, on leave obtained, introduced

Scnate file, No. 21, Joint Resolution, asking anappropriation
to improve the Harbor at Du Buque,

Which was read a first and sccond time, ang

On Lis metion, l
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Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

Mr. Sanford, from the committee on Public Buildings, to
whom was referred

Senate file, No. 17, A bill for an act relative to the Penitentiary,

Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and
asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee.

Was decided in the aflirmative.

Mr. Harbour moved to fill the blank in the first seclion, with
the name of A. H. Haskill, accompanied by a recommendation
therefor, signed by Mr. Reno and 20 others.

Messrs. Espy, Sanford, Harbour, Wheeler, and Fear were
appointed said committee.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 32, A bill for an act to anthorize William P.
Wilson to keep a ferry across the Des Moines river, at Mon-
terey.

And that the House has passed

Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution to accepta reconnoisance
and preliminary survey of the Dubuque and Keokuk railroad,

With the following amendment : insert after the figures 1848,
“provided, however, that in the permanent location of said road,
Jefferson county may, if found practicable, be substituted for
Henry county.”

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Mr. Espy gave notice that, on to-morrow, or some subsequent
day, he would ask leave to introduce,

A Dbill for an act to provide for the completion of the Iowa
penitentiary, and for the appointmnent of a superintendant.

Mr. Crawford, from the commitiee on Claims, to whom was
referred the claim of John Brophy, for a {urther compensatiorn
for services rendered in locating the sall springs.

Submitled the following
8
L
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REPORT:

- The committee on Claims, to whom was referred the petition
of John Brophy, asking for additional pay, to the amount of
three liundred and fifty-five dollars, as agent for the State, in the
selection of the salt springs, and land contiguous, have instruct-
ed me to-report, that they have had the same under considera-
tion, and have given the subject as full and as careful an exam-
ination as was possible under the circumstances. Your com-
mitee are of opinion that Mr. Brophy has not received a suffi-

‘cient compensation for his services, and would recommend that
he be allowed the sum of two hundred dellars, as a further
consideration for his services as such agent, and would respect-
fully recommend the adoption of the following joint resolution:

Resolved, by the General Assembly of the Stale of Iowa, That
‘the Treasurer of the State be authorized to pay John Brophy,
out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated,
the sum-of two hundred dollars, for services as commissioner to
locate salt springs.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee, was decided in the affirmative.

Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution to allow John Brophy
a further compensation for services in the selection of salt
springs,

Accompanying said report,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.

Mr. Cook, from the committee on Roads, to whom was re-
ferred the petition of Isaac Lightbarger and others, praying for
a road from Cedar Rapids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa
county,

Reported

Senate file, No. 23, A bill to establish a State road from Ce-
dar Rapids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in lowa county.

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cook,
Ordered Lo a third reading to-morrow.
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Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred

Senate file, No. 10, A bill for an act authorizing the boards
of commissioners of the different counties in this State, to buy
and. sell real estate,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments, and asked
the concurrence. of the Senate therein..

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee, was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Laid on the table and made subject to. the order.of the Senate.

The President laid before the Senate, the report of the Goy-
erner, relative to contingent expenses. [See Appendix.]

On motion of Mr. Sanford, .
Referred to the committee on Ways and Means.
H. R. file, No. 16, A Dhill for an act to authorize the commis- -
sioners of Jefferson county, to build a court house on the pub-.
lic square, in the town of Fairfield, or elsewhere,
Being the. special order,
The Senate resolved itself into a commiitee of the whole,
Mr. Wheeler in the chair,
And after some. time spent. therein, the committee rose, and
by their chairman,
Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and
asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.
The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee,
Was decided in the affirmative..
On motion of Mr. Howel,

Said bill, with the amendments,

Was referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
On motion,.

The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M.

H. R. file, No. 23, A Dbill for an act to amend the charter of
the city of Burlington,.

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 20, A bill for an act to establish a State road
from Delhi,in Delaware county, to Independence, in Buchanan
county.

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

. R. file, No. 23, A bill for an act to establish a ferry across
the Des Moines river, at Monterey, in Lee county,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.

Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resoluion, to accept a reconnoisance
and preliminary survey of the Dubuque and Keokuk Railroad,
was read, as amended by the House.

Mzr. Springer moved to lay said joint resolution on the table
until to-morrow morning.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Springer moved to amend the amendment, by striking
out the word “practicable,” and inserting “preferable.”

Disagreed to.

The question then being on concurring in the amendment
made by the House.

Was decided in the affirmatjve.

On motion of Mr. Bradley.

The resolution offered by Mr. Jay, was taken from the table
and read as {ollows :

Resolved, By the Senate, the House concurring, that the two
Houses will adjourn, sine die, on the 21st inst.

The question being upon the adoption of said resolution,

Was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Espy.
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Senate file, No. 15, A bill for an act to estaplish a ferry across.
the Des Moines river, at Boatman’s mill,

Was taken from the table, and read a first and second time.

Mr. Cook moved the indefinite postponement of said bill,

Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, and being
ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Cook, Fear, Jay, Shields,
Wheeler and Wright—S8.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, €assady, Crawford, Espy, Howel,
Harbour, Royston, Springer, Sprott, and Mr. President—10.

So said motion was disagreed to.

M. Sprott moved that said bill be ordered to a third reading
to-morrow.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Espy moved, that the 13th rule be suspended, and said

* bill read a third time now.

Disagreed to.

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Said bill was ordered to a third reading day after to-morrow.

Myr. Howel, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 24, A bill for an act for a State road therein
named.

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrew.

Mr. Wright offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the Register of the land office in this city, be
respectfully requested to furnish the Senate a copy of any cor-
respondence, which he may have had with the Treasury De-
partment of the United States, in relation to the selection of the
five sections of land appropriated by congress, for the benefit of
the capitol of this State.

On motion, .

The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, A. M. to-morrow.
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FRIDAY MORNING, Decemser 15, 1848.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Wright presented the petition of Andrew Abrams, and
160 others, praying for a State road from Keosauqua, in Van
Buren county, to Mt. Pleasant, in Henry county.

" Onhis motion,

Referred to the committee on Roads.

Mr. Alger presented the petition of Wmn. Evans, and 26 oth-
ers, praying for a State road from Davenport, in Seott county,
to Towa City.

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Roads.

Mr. Espy, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress, for the improve-
ment of the navigation of Skunk river.

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Internal Improvement.

Mr. Cassady, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 26, Memorial for an additional land office, in
the State of Iowa.

On his motion,

Ordered to be engrossed andread a third time to-morrow.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills.

Reported

Senate file, No. 1, An act granting certain rooms in the capi-
tol for the use of the United States courts.

Senate file, No. 7, An act to establish an additional election
precinct, in Van Buren township, in Van Buren county, Towa.

Senate file, No. 9, Joint Resolution asking an appropriation to
build a bridge across the Des Moines river, at the point where
the military road crosses the same.

Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congress for an appropriation
to improve the Jowa river. And,
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Senste file, No. 18, Memorial to Congress for the construc-
tion of the act appropriating lands for the improvement of the
Bes Moines river,

As correctly enrolled.

The President laid before the Senate; s communication, and
the accompanying evidence, in relation to the right of the Hon.
Barney Royston, to a seat in this body, as senator from the dis-
trict composed of the counties of Wappelo and Monroe.

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Referred to the select committee heretofore appointed for the
consideration of said subject.

Mr. Cassady, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a mail route,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said Joint Resolution read a
third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Cook, on leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 28, A bill to authorize Wm. Green to improve
the Cedar River, by buildinga dam and lock.

Which was,

On his motion,

Referred to the commiitee on Corporations.

Mr. Sanford, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 29, A bill for an act and ordinance accepting
the propositions made by Longress on the admission of Towaas
a State into the Union.

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to the committee on Federal Relations.

Senaie file, No. 24, A bill for an act for a State road therein
named,

Was read 2 third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 21, Joint resolution relative to the improve-
ment of the harbour at Dubuque,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 23, A bill to establish a State road from Cedar
Rapids, in Linn ceunty, to Marengo, in lowa county,

3
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Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Crawford, on leave, introduced

Senate file, No, 30, An act to establish a State road therein
named,

Which was read a first and second ume and,

On his motion,

Ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time to-morrow.

Senate file, No. 6, A bill for an act to increase the number of
judicial districts,

Being in order,

My, Crawford moved that said bill be read a third time onthe
fourth of July next.

Mr. Browning moved the indefinite postponement of said
bill.

Mr. Sanford moved to lay said bill on the table.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Bradley moved to postpone said bill, until the 1st day of
August next,

Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, and being or-
dered, were as follows :

Yeas—-Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Crawford, Howel, Roy-
ston, Shleldb, Springer and Wheeler—8.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Fear, Harbour,
Jay, Sanford, Sprott, Wright, and r. President—12.

So said motion was disagreed to.

Mr. Bradley moved to lay sald bill on the table.

Disagreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr Foley,
assistant clerk.
Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 41, Joint Resolution for the establishment of
a land office at Fort Des Moines.

Also,

H. R. file, No. 44, Joint Resolution, for the conference of the
committee on Des Moines river improvement, in the House,
and the committee on Internal Improvement, in the Senate, for
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the reference of all malter perteining to the improvement of the
Des Moines river. Also,

H. R. file, No. 46, A Bill for an act to establish a State road
from Mrs. Fesler’s, to intersect the road running to Columbus

eity,
in all of which the concurrence of the Senate Is respectfully
requested.

ATr. Cook moved that the Senute adjourn.

Dlsagrecd to.
Mr. Espy moved Lo lny sald Benate file, No. 6, on the table
until the 20th inst.
Disagreed to.
On motion of Adiv. Bradley.
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P 3L

TWO OCLUOCK, P, 2L

H. R. file, No. 11. An act to preserve the purity of elections,

being the special order,

The Senate resolved itself into o committee of the whole, for
the consideration thereof, Mr. Crawford in the chair,

And, after some time spent therein, the commiitec rose, and
by their chairman,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,
and asked the concurrence of the Senate thercin.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee, was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Browning,

Said report und Lill were referred to the committee on Eleo-
tions. .

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr, Lefling-
well, chiel clerk,

i

7
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Mry Presideint—

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 7, An act to establish an additional election
precinct in Van Buren township, in the county of Van Buren,
Towa.

Also,

Senate file, No. 1, An act granting certain rooms in the capi-
tol, for theuse of the United States courts.

Also,

‘Senate file, No. 9, Joint Resolution, asking an appropriation
‘o build a bridge across the Des Moines river, at the point where
Ahe military read crosses the same.

Also,

Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Cengress, for an appropria-
tion of land, to improve the navigation of the Iowa river.

Also,

‘Senate file, No. 18, Memorial to Congress, for their construc-
tion of the act appropriating lands for the improvement of the
Pes Moines river}

All of which have received the signature of the Speaker of
‘the House of Representatives. '

And I am directed to inform the Senate, that the IIousc of
Representatives has indefinitely postponed the Senate resolu-
tion providing for the adjournment of the General Assembly, on
the 21st inst.

H. R. file, No. 41, Joint resolution for the establishing of a
land office at Fort Des Moines.

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cassady,

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a
third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 44, Joint Resolution for the conference of the
committee on the Des Moines River Improvement, in the House,
and the committee on Internal Improvements, in the Senate,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time

passed, and title agreed Lo,
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H. R. file, No. 46. A bill for an act to estublish a State road
from Mrs. Feslers, to Columbus City,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Lzid on the table.

H. R. file, No.13, An act to establish a State road from Eddy~
~ille, in Wappelo county, to Bloomfield, in Davis county,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Selman,
_(Mr. Wright having been called to the chair.)y

Said bill was referred to the delegation from Wapello and
Davis counties.

1. R. file, No. 28, A bill for an aet.to authorize the judge of
probate in Marion county, to transcribe the records of the pro-.
bate court, i

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mry. Harbour,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 29, An act to repeal an act approved January
25, 1848, entitled an act to amend an act defining the time of
holding elections for State, district, and county officers, appro-.
ved February 23, 1847,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Referred to the commiltee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Browning, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file,. No. 31, A bill for an act to authorize tlie Auditor
of State to audit and allow the expenses of the Supreme Court,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. lef-
fingwell, chief elerk :

Mr. President—

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 27, Joint resolution for a mail route from
Fort Des Moines, to the Fast, or Boon Fork, of the Des Moines.
river. Also,
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Senate file, No. 23, A bill for an act to establish a State road
trom Cedar Raplds, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa eounty.

The same having passed the Heuse of Representatives with-
out amendment.

I amn directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 13. A Lill for an act to establish o State road
from Eddyville, in Wappelo county, to Bloomfield, in Davis
county. Also,

H. R. file, No. 28, A bill for an act to authorize the judge
of probate of Marion county, to transcribe the records of the
probate court.

Also,

H. R. file, No. 29, A bill for an aet to repealan act approved
January 25, A. D. 184¥, entitled “an act to amend an act defi-
ning the time of” holding elections for State distriet, and county
officers,” approved February 25, A. D. 1847,

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully
requested.

My, Howel, from the committee on Roads, reported

Senate file, No. 32, A bill for an act to establish certain roads
therein named, '

Which was read a first and sccond time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,
Laid on the table.
Un motion,
The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock. A M., to-morrow.

SATURDAY MORNING, Drcexprr 16, 1848,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Espy, from the coiimittee an enrolled bills,

Reported that they had presented the following bills te the
Governor for his signature.
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Senate file, No. 1, An act granting cextain rooms in the capi-
tol of this State, {or the use of the United States District Courts.

Senate file, No. 2, Joint Resolution, asking our Senators and
Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriation to de-
iray the expense of running the North-wesiern bonndary of this
State.

Senate file, No. 9, Joint Resolution, asking an appropriation
to build a bridge across the Des Moines river, on the Military
road.

Senate {ile, No. 7, An act to establish an additional election
precinct in Van Buren township, in Van Buren county.

Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congress, for an appropria-
ticn of land to improve the Iowa river.

Senate file, No. 18, Memorial to Congress, for their construe-
tion of the act of appropriation, for the improvement of the Des
Moines river.

My. Browning, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred

H. R. file, No. 16, An act authorizing the county commis-
sioners to build a court-house on the public square, in the town
of Fairfield, in Jefferson county,

Submitted the following

REPORT:

That they had bad the same under consideration, and were
unanimously of opinion, that said act is beyond the constitution-
al limit of legislation, in many respects, and a violation of the
spirit of the constitution, and an attempt to exercise powers pro-
perly the subject for judicial investigation and control.

They would, therefore, recommend the indefinite postpone-
ment of said bill.,

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee,

It was decided in the aflirmative.

So said bill was indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Royston, from the seleet committee to whom was refer-
red,
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. R. file, No. 13, An act to establish a State road from Ld-
dyville, in Wapello county, to Bloomfield, in Davis county,
Reported, that they had had the same under consideration,
and made several amendments thereto, and asked the concur-
rence of the Senate therein.
The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee, was decided in the affirmative, and
On motion of Mr. Royston,
Said bill was ordered to athird reading on Monday next.
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom
was referred
The report of the Governor relative to contingent expenses,
Reported the same back, and recommended its allowance.
On motion of Mr. Sanford,
Baid report was re-committed.
Mr. Harbour, from the committee on Federal Relations, to
whom was referred
Senate file, No. 29, A bill for an act and ordinance accepting
the propositions made by congress, on the admission of Iowa as
a State, into the Union,
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.
The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mitlee,
Was decided in the affirmative.
On motion of Mr. Springer,
The Senate resolved itself into a eommittee of the whole, for
the consideration thereof, Mr. Bradley in the chair..
And, after some time spent therein,
The committee rose, and by their chairman,
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.
The question being on concurring in the report of the commnit-
tee of the whole Senate,
Was decided in the affirmative, and,
On motion of Mr. Springer,
Said bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time,
on Monday next,
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Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom
was referred the report of the Governor, relative to contingent
expenses, submitled the following

REPORT:

The standing committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re-
ferred the statement of expenditures by the Governor, out of the
contingent fund, report that they have had the same under con-
sideration, and find the several items of expenditure therein
contained, Lo have been correctly made and applied.

On motion of Mr. Crawford,

Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution to allow John Brophy 2
further compensalion for services rendered in the selection of
salt springs, '

Was taken from the table, and read a first and second time.

Mr. Bradley moved that the 13th rule be suspended, and said
joint resolation read a third time now.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Browning moved to reconsider the vote just taken, cn
the suspension of the 13th rule.

Which was agreed to, and

Said joint resolution was read a third time, and,

The question being upon its passage,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Fear, Harbour, Howel, Juy, Royston, Shields, and Mr. Pres-
ident—12.

Nays—Messrs. Browning, Sanford, Sprott, Wheeler, and
Wright —-b. '

Se said-joint resolution was passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 26, Joint Resolution for an additional land
office, being the special order,

Mzr. Bradley moved its indefinite postponement.

Which was agreed to. :

Senate file, No. 31, A bill for an uct to authorize the auditor
o’ State to audit and allow the expenses of the Supreme Cowrt
of this State,
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Was read a third time, passed, and titie agreed to.

Senate file, No. 30, A bill for an act to locate a State roal
therein named,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Scnate file, Mo. 15, A bill for an_act to establish a ferry ot
Boatman’s mill, on the Des Moines river,

Being in order,

A call of the Senate was had, when it appeared that M.
Cook was absent.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Bir. Cock was excused, and the further cell of the Senate
was suspended.

The question being on the passage of =aid bill,

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawlord, Fspy, Fear, Har-
bour, Howel, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott and Mr. Pres-
ident—12.

Nays-—DNMessrs. Bratley, Browning, Jay, Springer, Wheeler
and Wright--£.

So soid bill was passed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 28, A bill for an act to authorize the judge of
probate of Marion county to transcribe the records of the pro-
bate court.

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senale fiie, No. 6, A bill for an act to increase the number of
judicial distriets,

Being in order,

Was rcad a third time.

Mr. Harbour moved the indefinite postponement of said bill.

Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, and being or-
dered, were as {ollows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Crawford, Espy,
Fear, Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, Springer, and Wheel-
er—12.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Juy, Sanford, Sprott, YWright and
My, President.—6. .

So said bill was indefinitely postponed.
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Mr. Lspy, on leave, introduced,

Senate file, No 33, A bLill for an act amendatory to an act en-
titled an wef to provide for the better settling and adjudicating of
the several titles set up to the Half Breed Lands in Lee county,
passed January 11, 1845,

Which was read a fivst und second time, and,

On motion of M. Sorot,
Referred to the comumitiec on the Judiciary.
Cn motion,
The Senate adjourncd till 10 o'cleck, to-morrow morning.

DAY AIORNING, Drceuser 18, 1848,

L
Y RWES

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Cussady presented the petition of Pierce B. Fagan, and
twenty others, citizens of the counties of Polk and Marion,
praying for a State road frem Pelln, in Marion county, to Fort
Des Moines, in Polk county,

Which waes,

On his molion,

Referred to the commitize on Foads.

Mr. Shields presented the petition of Francis Mangold, and
fifeeen other citizens of the city of Dubugue, praying for the
incorporation of the German Benevolence seciety, of the city off
Dubuque, '

Which was,

On his motion,

Referred to a select comnmuitlee of three, and

Messrs. Shiclds, Crawford, and Springer were appointed said
committee.

Mr. Springer oflered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Hon. James P. Carleton, judge of the
fourth judicial district, of the Ptate of Iowa, be requested to in-

10
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form the Senate ‘what steps, if any, have been taken by himn, to-
wards the organizatien of the county of Pottawwatamie.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate, notify the Hon.
James P. Carleton of the pasaage of this resolution, and pre-
sent him a copy thereof.

Which was,

On motion of Mr. Browning,

Adopted.

Mr. Springer, also offered the following resolutions :

Resolved, That the Sectetary of State, be requested to com-
municate to the Senate, o statement of all returns made in his
office, from the county of Pottawatamic.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate notify the Secre-
Yary of State, of the adoption of this resolution, and deliver him
a copy of the same.

The question being on the adoption of said resolution,

The yeas and nays being requested, were-ordered, and were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Browning, Harbour, Jay, Royston, Sanford,
Springer, Sprott, Wright, and Mr. President—8.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Howel, Espy,
Fear, and Shiclds—7.

So-said resolution was adopted.

Mzr. Shields, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported
‘as correctly engrossed,

Senate file, No. 29, A bill for an act and ordinance accepting
the proposition made by Congress, on the admission of Iowa, as
a State,into the Unien.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

T am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed,

H. R. file, No. 57, Joint Resolution asking a mail route from
Prarie du Chien to Fort Atkinson.

./’USO,

. R. file, Nou. 57, Joint Resolution in the following words,
to wit:
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Whereas-we met to legislate,

For all the people of this State,

And before we came, we full well knew
‘That there was work for us to do;
And, whereas, we have fooled away
Our precious time, from-day to day,
"This House resolves to fool no longer,.
And to make this resolution stronger,
We ask the Senate to concur;

To this we hope, they won’t demuy..

In which the concurrence of the. Senale is rspectfully re-
quested.
» Iherewith return.

Senate file, No, 16, with the following amendment: “Strike
out all after theewords sine die.”

Also,

Senate file, No. 20, which has passed the Iouse of. Repre-..
sentatives, without amendment.

Mr. Royston, from the committee on Internal Improvements,
submitted the following

REPORT:

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re-
ferred the memorial and resolution to Congress, for an appro-
priation of land, for the improvement of Skunk river, would re-
specifully represent, that they have had the same under consid-
eration; and being well satisfied of the great importance of the *
contemplated improvement, and the vast benefit that must result
to the State at large, and the people in particular who reside in
the Skunk river valley, from a speedy improvement of the nav-
igation of that river, your committee, therefore, have instruct-
ed me to report the memorial and resolution back without
amendment, and recommend their passage.

The question being on concurring in-the report of the com-
mittee,

Was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Harbour, on leate, introduced.
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Senate file, No. 34, A Liil for an act to locate a certain road
therein named,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

Ordercd to a third reading to-morrow.

Mr. Royston, on leave obtained, introdizeed

Senate file, No.37, A Lill {or an act to amend zan act relative
to the Board of Public works, approved February 24, 1848,

Vhich was read o first and second time, and,

On moticn of Mr. Browning,

Laid on the table, and the usual number of copies ordered to
be printed.

Mr. Royston, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution providing for the cont-
pensation of the commissioners appointed to locate the Des
Moines river lands, L4

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a
third time, passed,

And title agreed to.

Mr. Royston, cn leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 36, an act to establish a State read, and
branch thereof, :

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Referred to the committee on Roads.

Mr. Royston presented, with leave, the remonstrance of the
mayor and board of alderman of the town of Ft. Madison, against
any exclusive grant for keeping a wharf boat on the Mississippi
river, within the limits of said town.

On his motion,

Referred to the select commitice, to whom was referred

An act authorizing Geo. Keil, his heirs and assings, to keep
a wharf boat at Fort Madison.

The President laid before the Senate a communication from
the Register of the land office, at Iowa city, with a copy of the
correspondence of that office, in relation to the location of the
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five sections of land donated for the improvement of the capitol
of this State. .
On motion of Mr. Wright,

Referred to the commiitee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Shields, on lezve obtained, introduced

Benate file, No. 38, Joint Resolution for ecarrying the mail,

Vhich was rcad a first and second time, and

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended,

Said joint resolution read a third time, passed, and title zgreed
to.

Mr. Browning, on leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 39, A bill for an act to autherize the Supreme
Court to hold special terms,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Espy,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

H. R. file, No. 13, A bill for an act authorizing the Judge of
Frobate in Marion county, to transcribe the records of the Pro-
bate Court,

Was read a third iime, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 29, A bill for'an act and ordinance accepting
the propositions made by Congress on the admission of Iowa, as
a State, into the Union,

Was read a third time, passed,

And title agreed to.

Mr. Harbour offered the following resolutions »

Resolved, That the clerk of the district court of Polk county,
be, and he is hereby required to inform the Senate, whether or
not a bond has been filed in his office, in accordance with the
provisions of the Tth section of an act entitled an act for the or-
ganization of Pottawatamie and other countics.

Resolved, That the Secrctary of the Senate be requested to
communicate this resolution at as early a day as possible.

Mr. Springer offered the following amendment : ¢ and if not,
to state if he knows why. it was not.”

The question heing on the adoption of the amendment,

Was decided in the negative. '
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The question then recurring upon the adoption of the resolu-
tion,

It was decided in the affirmative..

11. R. file, No. b1, Joint Resolution.asking a mail route from
Prairie du Chien to Ft. Atkinson, :

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Shields,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 57, Poetical Resolution, pulting an end to in-
flammatory speeches and Tom foclery,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Browning,

Referred to .a committee of the whole. Senate, and made the
special order for to-morrow afternoon.

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution aceompanying the report
of the commitice on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
report of the commissioners appointed to draft, revise, and pre-
pare a code of laws, as amended by the House,

Was read a first and. second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Browning,

The Senate refused to.concur in.the amendment.

, H. R. file, No. 46, A bill for an act to establish a State read
from the residence of Mrs. Fesler to Columbus City,

Was taken from the table, and read a sccond time, and,.

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Ordered {o a third reading to-morrow..

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Senate file, No. 32, A bill for an.act to establish a State read
therein named, '

Was taken from the table, and read a second time, and,

On motion.of Mr. Wright,

Amended as follows : after the werds “ Ligber’s mills,” in-.

sert “on Big Cedar.”
On his motion,

Orderedto a third reading to-morrow.

Mr. Wright, on leave, introduced

Senate file, No, 40, A bill for an act authorizing the Secreta-.
ry of State, ta collect and arrange certain papers in his office,
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Which was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Sanford,

Referred to a select committee, and

Messrs. Sanford, Espy, and Shields were appointed said com-
rrittee.

Mr. Wright offered the following resolution :

Resolved, By the Senate, the House concurring, that the Gen-
eral Assembly will adjourn sine die on the 30th inst.

And the quesiion being on the adoption of the resolution,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being orderdered,
were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Erowning, Cassady, Craw-
ford, Espy, Jay, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler
Wright, and Mr. President—14.

Nays—DMessrs. Harbour, Howel and Royston—3.

So said, resolution was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Springer,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M.

Mr. Wright, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 41, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to provide for the management of the State Library, and
the election of a Librarian, approved Feb. 15th, 1847,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On his motion,

Laid on the table,subject to the order of the Senate,

My. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred

H.R. file, No. 29, Anact to repeal an act, approved Jan. 25tk
1848, entitled an act to amend an act, defining the time of hold-
ing elections for stale, district and county oflicers, approved
Feb, 25th, 1847,
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Reported the same back, with sundry 2mendments,
Which were concurred in, and
On motion of Ir. Espy,

Laid on the table.

Mr. Howel, from the comnmiilee on Roads, to whom was re-
ferred the p:xiuon of Pierce B, Fagan and others, praying for a
State road from Pella to INt. Des Doines,

Heported,

Senate file, No. 42, A bLill for an act to establish a State road
from Pella, in Marion county, to 't. Des Moines, in Polk county,

Which was read o first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Cassady,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read athird time, pass-
ed, and title agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Leave of ubsence was granted to Mr. Fear, szaptor from
Des Moines, for one week.

Mr. Joy offered the following resclution:

Resolved, Vit e will proceed to amend the present school
law, and defer the attempt to pass a new cne, until the report of
the revizien committee has been received.

Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, and being ox-
dered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Brewning, Cessady, Juy, Sanford, Springer,
Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright—8.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bmdley Crawford, Howel, RO) ston,
Shields, and Mr. President—6.

So said resolution was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Selman,
Mr. Browning in the chair,
The Serate adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.
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TUESDAY MORNING, Decemper 19, 1848,

Scnate met pursuant to adjournment.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mry. Lefling-
well, chief clerk:

Mr. President— . .

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resclution for a grant of land from
Congress, to aid in the construction of a rail road from Daven-
port to Council Blufls,

Also,

H. R. file, No. 31, A bill for an act requiring all notices of
sales, by order of courts of record, to be published in some
newspaper,

Also,

H. R. file, No. 33, Joint Resolution for the relief of Harvey
Leonard.

Also,

H. R. file, No. 35, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act providing for and regulating general elections.

Also, .

H. R. file, No. 37, A bLill for an act to locate the seats of
justice of Madison and Warren counties.

‘ ,“ Also,

H. R. file, No. 47, An act to amend an act entitled an act for
the organization of Pottawatamie and other counties, approved
February 24, 1847.

In which the concurrence of the Scnate is requested.

Also, -

Senate file, No. 38, Joint Resolution for carrying the mail.

I herewith present, for your signature,

H. R. tile, No. 18, Joint Resolution for a donation of land,
for the improvement of’ Muscatine Island.

11
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H. R. file, No. 18, Joint Resolution requesting cur Senators
and Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriation
to pay the citizens of lowa, for services in the Missouri War,

The same having passed both houses of the General Assem-
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

Mzr. Cook presented the petition of John Alexander, and 100
other citizens of Benton county, praying for ike removal of the
seat of juslice of said county, which was,

On his motion, .

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.

Mr. Espy, from the minority of the Judiciary commitiee, to
whom was referred,

H. R. file, No. 29, A bill for an actio repeal an act, approved
January 25, 1848, entitled act to amend an act defining the
time of holding elections for State, district, and county officers,
.approved February 25, 1847,

Submitted the following

REPORT:

The undersigned, minority of the standing committee of the
Judiciary, to whom was referred ¢« A bill for an act to repeal an
act approved January 25th, 1848, entitled an act to amend an
act, defining the time of holding elections for State, District and
County officers, approved Feb. 25th, 1848, beg leave to make
the following report :

The minority cannot concur in the reportof the majority, re-
commending an additional scction to said bill, authorizing the
election of prosecuting attornies and clerks of the district courts,
in the organized counties of this State, in which there was a
failure to elect at the last August election.

The offices of prosecuting attorney and clerk of the district
eourt, being designated in the constitution, and the texm of each
being prescribed in that instrument, the minorily deem it essen-
tial, that not only the mode of filling those offices, but the time
prescribed by the constitution, should be adhered to in filling
them. 'The bth section of the sixth uiticle of the constitution,
declaves the following:
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“The gualified voters of each county, shall, at the general
election, elect one prosecuting attorney, and one clerk of the
distriet court, who shall be residents therein, and who shall hold
their several offices for the term of two years, and until their
”  This clause of the con-
stitution the minority deem degisive as tothe extent of the term
of the offices aforesaid ;5 and also that the ¢ general election” in
each counly, indicates the time those officers are to be elected.

The question then presents itself, as to what properly desig-
nates the  general election.” This point, in the opinien of the
minority, is settled in the 3rd section of the fourth article of the
constitution, which says:

¢“The members of the House of Representatives shall be cho- -

successors are clected and qualified.

sen every second year, by the qualified electors of their respec-
tive districts, on the first Monday in August, whose term of
office shall continue two years from the day of the general elec-
fion.”’
election, is that at which members of the H. of Representatives -
are chosen, and is the Ist Monday in Aug. of every second year.

If this view of the subject be correct, in what position may
those offices be considered, in counties in which no election
was held for them, at the last August, or general election? It
is the opinion of the minority committee, that they necessarily
become vacant, from and after said general election ; inasmuch
as no authority is conferred by the constitution, on any person,
to claim or hold either of said offices, beyond the time fixed for
the general election, unless elected at such election.

Deeming this subject one of momentous import, as connected
with the judicial administration of justice, the minorily commit-
tee would repectfully suggest, whether the General Assembly
can assume any action on the passage of the additional section
recommended by the majority. The minority is of opinion, that
no power is conferred on the General Assembly, by the consti-
tution, so to legislate. If not, and the offices of prosecuting at-
torney and district clerk in any county, be vacant on account of
a failure to clect at the last August election, the case is not
without a constitutional remedy. Section Sth of the bth article,.
provides as follows :

This clause clearly seems to indicate, that the general
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“ When any office shall from any eause beecome vacayt, and
no mode is provided by the constitutnion and laws for filling
such vacancy, the Governor shall have power to {ill such va-
cancy by granting a commissipn, which shall expire at the end
of the next session of the General Assembly, or at the next
election by the people.”

This section, then, would scem 1o indicate the executive ac-
tion by appointments, until the next annual ox August election,
which time the minorily committee deems the clcci,zon by the
people,” referred to in this clause of the constitution; when
proclamation be made or notice given under present existing
laws, to elect those officers to act during the vacancy existing,
until the next succeeding general election.

All whxch is respectfully submilted,
THOMAS S. ESPY,
Minority Committee.
©n motion of Mr. Browning, ’

H. R. file, No. 29, An act to 1ope'xl an act, approved Janua-
ry 25th, 1848, entitled an act to amend an act defining the time
of holding election for State, district and county officers, appro-
ved Feb. 25th, 1847,

Was taken from the table, and

The question being on concurring in the report of the major-
ity of said committee,

It was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Cook oflered the following amendment to said bill :

Add a section as follows: ¢ That on the first Monday in Au-
gust, A. D. 1850, and every two years thereafter, there shall
be elected in every organized county in this State, one clerk of
the district court, and one prosecuting attorney, who shall hold
their offices until their successors are elected and qualified.

The question being on the adoption of said amendment,

Was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Harbour offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That John G. Nichols & Co., publishers of the
Jackson County Democrat, ‘be employed to print four hundresl
and eighty copies of the Journal of the Senate, of the prescid
session, at the prices allowed by law, which was adopted.
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The President laid before the Senate a communication from
the Seeretary of State, accompanying a copy of the election re-
turns of Poltawatamic county,

Which was read for informalion, and,

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Laid on the table.

Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress, for a donation of
land for the improvement of Skunk river,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to,

Senate file, No. 32, A Dbill for an act to locate a State road
therein named,

Was read a third-time, passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Royston, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 15, A bill for an act establishing a State land
oflice, which was read g first and second time, and,

On his motion,

Ordered to be laid on the table, and the usual number of
copies printed.

H. R. file, No. 46, A bill for an act to establish a State road
from Mrs. Feslers to Columbus City,
~ Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. b1, Joint Resolution asking for a mail route
from Prarie du Chien to Fort Atkinson,

Was read a third tine, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 34, An act to establish a State road therecin
named,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution asking a grant of land,

Was read a first and second time.

Mr. Alger moved to amend by inserting after the word ¢ via,”
the word ¢ Bloomington.”

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Said joint resolution was referred to a committee of three, and,

Messrs. Cook, Alger, and Springer were appointed said com-
miltee.

H. R. file, No. 31,2 b111 for an act requiring all notices of sales
and orders of comts of record to. be advertised in some news-.

paper,
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Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Cook,

Referred to the Judiciary committce.

H. R. file, No. 33, Joint Resolution for the relief of Harvey
Leonard,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wheeler,

‘Referred to the committee on Claims,

H. R. file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act for the organization of Pottawatamie and other counties,
approved February 24, 1847,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the

special order for 2 o’clock, to-morrow afternoon.

TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

H. R. file, No. 57, Poetical Resolution putting an end to in-
flammatory speeches and Tom foolery,

Being the special order of the day,

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr.
Harbour in the chair, and, after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee,

Was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Espy moved to lay on the table.

Disagreed to.

On motion of Mr. Cook,
The amendments were substituted for said joint resolution.
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On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said substitule read a third
time, passed, and title agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk :

Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 67, A Dill for an act authorizing William S.
Townsend to establish and keep a ferry across the Missouri
river, at Trader’s Point.  Also,

H. R. file, No. 68, Memorial and joint resolution for the in-
crease of mail facilities.

In 2ll of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully
solicited.

Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred

Senate file, No. 89, A bill for an act autherizing the Supreme
Court to hold special terms,

Reported the same back, with an amendment, and reeommend-
cd its passage.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
miltee,

Was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow.

Ir. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills, reported, as
correctly enrolled,

Senate file, No. 23, An act to establish a State road from Ce-
dar Rapids, to Marengo.

Senate file, No. 20, An act to establish a State road from Del-
hi, to Independence.

Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a mail route from
Fort Des Moines, to the East or Boon Fork of the Des Moines
river.

Senate file, No. 18, Joint Resolution for carrying the mail.

Mr. Howel, from the committee on Reads, to whomn was re-

ferred.
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Senate file, No: 36, An act to establish a State road and branch
thereof, '

Reported the same back without amendment, and recommended
its passage.

On motion of Mr. Royston,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

Mzr. Shields, on leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 43, Joint resolution relative to the claim of
John Taylor, one of the commissioners appointed to make & per-
manent location of the capitol of this State,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Crawford,

Referred to the commitiee on Claims.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lef-
fingwell, chief clerk:

My, President— _

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 26, An act to amend an act to establish new
counties and define their boundaries.

Also,

H. R. file,-No. 55, An act to authorize Frederick Andros to
transcribe the records of the district court of Clayton county.

Also,

. R. file, No. 39, An act to provide for the navigation of
the Des Moines river, {from the Racoon Forks thereof, to the
northern boundary of the State.

Also,

H. R. file, No. 34, An act to authorize David W. King, to
establish and keep a ferry across the Cedar river, at Cedor
Rapids.

Also,

. R. file, No. 36, An act to locate a State road from Mon-
roc to Fort Atkinson,

Also,

H. R. file, No. 38, An act requiring the Secrctary of State
to record all State roads.

In all of which the cencurrence of the fenale is requested.
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I herewith return

Senate file, No. Z1. Joint Resolution relative to the improve-
ment of the harbour at Bubuque.

Also, -

Scnete file, Wo. 24, An act {for a State road therein named.

The same having passed the Heouse of Representatives, with-
out amnendment.

And I am wlso direcied to inform the Senate, that the House
of Representatives siill “cdhere” to the amendment made to

Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution accompanying the report
of the committee on the Judiciory, to whom was referred the
report of the revision committee,

H. R. file, No. 26, An act to amend an act entitled an act to
establish new countics, and to define their boundaries,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Crawford,

Referred to the committce on County Boundaries.

Mr. Harbour;in accordance with previous notice, introduced

Senate file, No. 44, An act to define the boundaries of the Ist
congressional distriet,

Which was read a first and sccond time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cassady,

Referred to a select committee of three, and,

Messrs. Cassady Harbeur, and Whecler werc appointed said
commnittee.

H. R. file, Wo. 55, A bill for an act to authorize . Andros
to transcribe the records of Clayton county.

Was read a first and second time, and, M

On moticn of Mr. Shiclds,

Ordered to be read a third time, day after to-morrow.

H: R.iile, No. 39, An act to provide for the navigation of
the Des Moines river, between the mouth of the Racoon Fork
thereof, and the northern boundary of this State,

Was read a first aud second time, and.

On motion of Mr. Cassady,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 34
and keep a ferry acress

12

An wet lo authorize W. King to establish

Cedar river, at Cedur Rapids,
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WWas read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Cook,
Ordered to a third reading to-morrew.
H. R. tile, No. 36, A bill {or an act, to locate aStafe road from:
Menona to Fort Atkinson,
Was read a first and second time, und,
On motion of Mr. Crawford.
Ordered to a tiixd
. R. file, No. 38, An act requiring the Secretary of State to

z*c-;uunrr io-mm*z'm.*.

record State roads,

Was read a first and seeond time, and,

On molion of Mr. Wright,

Referred to a committee of three, and,

Messrs. Wright, Sanford, and Harbour were uppointed said
committee.

H. R. file, No. 67, An act to authorize Wm. S. 'lmx nsend to
keep a ferry across the Misscuri river at Trader’s peint,

Was read a figst and second time, and,

- On motion of Mr. Royston,

Referred to a select commitiee of three, and.

Messrs. Royston, Cook and Hewel, were appointed sud com-
mittec.

Mr. Espy, {rom the committee on Ilections, to whom was
referved,

H. R. file, No. 11, An act to preserve the purity of clections,.

Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and
asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,

Which was: agreed to.

1. R. file, No. 68, Memorial for an increase of mail facilities,.

Was read a first and second time,

And,

On motion of ¥r. Wright,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

Mr. Crawlord, {rom the committee on Incorporations, to
whom was refrred,

Senate file, Mo, 28, A bill for an act to authorize Williamn
Green to impreve Cedar river, hy the construction of a dam:
and lock,
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Reported the same back without amendments, and recdmmend
1 :
ed its passage.
Oun motion of AMyr. Cook,
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, Drcexser 20, 1848,

‘Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Springer presented the memorial of James Sloun‘, a citi-
zen of Pottawatamie county, remonstrating against the disorgan-
ization of sald county,

Which was read for information, and,.

On his motion,

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.

Mr. Alzer presented the petition of John Wright and 15 oth-
ers, praying for the location and survey of a State road, from
Towa City to Bloomington,

Whieh was,

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Roads.

Mr. Sanford presented the petition of Wm, MeCormick, and
one hundred other citizens of the State of Iowa, praying that the
block of lond known as college square, might be donated to the
facully of the medical department of the University of Towa, on
«certain conditions,

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Schools.

Mr. Wright, irom the sclect committee, to whom was referred

H. R. file. No. 38, A bill for an act requiring the Secretary
»f State to record State roads,
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Reported the same back, with one mnendm'cnt, and recom-
mended its passage.

The question being on concurring in the repor” of the eom-
mittee,

Was decided in the aflirmative.

Mr. Alger, {rom the sclect commitiee, to whom was referved

H. R. file, No. 21. Joint. Resolution for a grant of land from
Congress, submitted the following

-REPORT:

The undersigned, a select committee, to whom was referred
a joint resolution, FI. R. file No. 21, have had the same under
their consideration, report the same back to the Senate, and rec-
ommend its passage, with the following amendment :—Insert
Bloomington afler the word “ viw,” in the twelfth line.

Tn favor of this amendment, the following reasons suggest
themselves to your committee : Two large mectings have been
holden, in both of which Bloomington was recommended us a
point, at which the proposed improvement should touch ; the
first helden at Davenport, on the Ist day of December, inst.,
composed of the people of the counties of Scott and Muscatine 5
and the second holden at the copitol, in Towa City, on the 12th
day of December, inst., composed of citizens from various parts
of the State, (the counties of Scott and Muscaline included,) at
the last of which, the representatives {rom the counties on the
proposed route of the road, were requested in a public and ex-
plicit manner, to use their endeavors to carry ouf the measuyes
proposed by those meetings.

In an improvement of the magnitude of that contemplated in
the joint resolution, the most important points near the general
route should be accommodated, especially as in this instance it
can be done with a prospect of gain commensurate with the ad-
ditione! outlay, and without detriment to any other point.

The amount of public lands to be made available for the con-
struction of the road, on any practicable route between Daven-
port and Towa city, is so very Inconsiderable, as to render that
consideration of no great importance ; butif any one route would
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be preferable to another in this respect, it would, in the opinien
of your committee, be in favor of the route by the way of Bloom-
ington.

Your committec are of opinion, thet Corgress would Le more

likely to view the application for a grant with favor, when it is
made known to them that a point favorable for trade, with a pop-
ulation of two or three thousand inhabitants, is to be accomme-

dated, than they would if they knew such point was studicusly
s J J -
avoided, or pessed by with indifierence.
A1 o which is respectiully submitted,
I ¥ )
FREEMAN ALGIR,

FRANCIE SPRINGER.

Mr. Cool, from the minority of said cemmiltee, submitied the
following

- BEPORT:

Report of the minority ef the committee, to whom was refer-
red H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land from
Congress, to construct a Railrcad fromDavenport via. lowa City
and Fort Des Moines, to some suitable point on the Missouri
river.

The undersigned, chairman of said committec, standing  soli-
tary and alone,”” begs leave to report, that the majority of said
committee, having reported in favor of an amendment which, if
adopted, would include Bloomington on the Mississippi river, as
a point in the location of said read, and thereby establish an im-
portant link in said road, thirty miles along the Mississippi river,
where there is no impediment to the navigation § and would, in
the opinion of the undersimned, defeat the whole project. 1In
asking Cengress for donations of land for objects of this kind, we
ought first to inquire what inducement the General Government
would have to make the donation. As a State, we certainly can-
not expect Congress to donate land to Luild railroads, unless the
Gereral Government would derive some benefit from it ; hence
it is that Congress, in making donations of this kind, have inva-
riably had an eye single to the improvement creating a market.

e

for the unsold lands of the Government. The iden, then, that
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ongress 1s going to mukea donation of land to build a Railroad
thirty miles along the Mississippi river, where the land is alrea-
dy entered, may be seriously entertained by members of the
Senate 5 but the undersigned is clearly of the cpinicn, that the

Gygad

Congress of the United btates weuld hesl
as

cie lony bidore endor-
sing such policy. WWhat, then, would be the effect of the
proposed amendment ? Why, Congress would at once reject

our prayer, and the whole preject would full to the ground.

The propesition to build a reilrchd from Rock lsland, west to
the Missourl river, is of too much nnportance to thit State, to be
defeated by any scctional inferest; consequently the insertion
in the joint resolutions of intermediate points, should be a,\:oidcd‘,
and the route 1t opeu until we get the grant of land, and then a.
permanent survey and location may be made, best adapted to the
wants and interests of the State.

The undersigned would therefore recommend the adoption of
the jeint resclutions es they came from the IZouse of Represen-
fatives.

Respectfully submitied,
JOHN P. COOK,

Minority Seleet Committee.

The question being on concurring inthe report of the majority
of said committee, '
"The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered,
were as follows :
Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Browning, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, Royston, Springer and Sprott—10.
Nays—Messrs, Cook, Jay, Shiclds, Wheeler, Wright, and
Mr. President—O6.
Mo said report was concurred in.
Mr. Espy, {rom the commiltee on Enrolled Bills, reported
Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resclution to accept a reconnoisance
and preliminary survey,
As correctly enrolled.
Mr. Bradley, {rom the Judiciary commiltee, to whom was re-
ferred,
Senate file, No. 33, A bill for an act amendatory to au act te
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provide for the better settling and adjudicating of the several
titles sct up to the Hali' Breed lunds, in Lee ccunty, passed
January 11, 1849,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,

passage.
&

an'! recommended
Uw guestion being on concurring in suld report,

“us decided in the affr

7,
|
?h. Senford, frex

whom was Tel ;

I1. R, file, No. £6, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to establish new counties, and define their boundaries,

Reported the shme back, with sundry amendments thereto,
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein. ’

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee,

Was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Sanford, from the select committee to whom was refer-
red,

Senate file, No. 40, An act authorizing the Sceretary of State
to collect and arrange certain papers in his office,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee,

Was decided in the affirmative

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, 1. M.

TWO OCLOCK, P. M.

L R. file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act for the organization of Poltawatamice and other counties,
Being a <pccml order in committce of the whole,
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The Scnate resolved itsell into a commiltee of the whole, Mr.
Wright in the chair, and after some lime spent therein, the
committee rose, and by their chairman reported progress, and
asked leave to sit again, at 2 o’clock, P. M., to-morrew,

Which being granted, »

On motion,
The Benate udjcurned till 10 o’clock to-merrow morning.

i
J

! THURSDAY, MORNING, Drcrxser, 21, 1848,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Shields offered the following resolution :

Resolved, by the Senate, the House of Representatives con-
curring, That the General Assembly will adjourn on ¥riday,
December 22d, to meet again' on Wednesday, January 3d,
1849. '

Mr. Espy moved to amend, by striking cut the word © Wed-

nesday ”’ and insert ¢ Tuesday ”

inst.,

Which was disagreed to.

Mr. Royston moved to ameund by striking oul the words,
¢ January 5d,” and insert ¢ December Z6th.”

Upon which the yeas and nays being requested, were ordered,
and were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Espy, Harbour, " Howel, Royston,
Sprott, Wright, and 3Mr. President—38.

Nays
ford, Jay, Banford, Shields, Springer, und Whecler—10.

Mr. Espy moved the indefinite posiponement of said resolu-
tion.

Messys. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Cook, Craw-

Upon which, the yeas and nays were requested, and being
ordered, were as {ollows :

Yeus—DMessrs. Espy, Harbour, IHewel. Roystow, Sproil,
Wright, and My, President-—T7. ‘
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Nays—23essrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cussady, Cook,
Crawford, Jay, Saniord, Shields, Springer, and Wheeler—11.

So the indefinite postponement was disagreed to.

Mr. Espy moved to amend by striking out the words < Janu-
ary 3d, 1849, and insert ¢ December 27, inst.”

The yeas and nays were requested upon the adoption of the
amendment, and being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Espy, Howel, Royston, Wright, and
Mr. President—ao.

Nays
ford, Harbour, Jay, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, and
Wheeler—12.

So the amendment was disagreed to.

Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Cook, Craw-

The guestion recurring on the adoption of said resclution,

The yeas and nays were called for, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cussudy, Cook,
Crawford, Jay, Sunford, Shields, Springer, and Wheeler—11.

Nays—DMessrs. Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston, Sprot{;
Wright, and M. President—7.

And the question was decided in the aflirmative.

Mr. Crawlord, {rom the committee on Clahms, to whom was
reflerred,

The claim of Samuel C. Reed,

Reported adversely to its allowance.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee,

Was decided in the affirmative,

Message trom the Housc of Representutives, by My, Let-
fingwell, chie!l' clerk:
Mr. President—

I herewith return,

Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for an appropria-
tion of land for the improvement of Skunk river.

Senate file, No. 34, A bill for an act to locate a State’ roud
therein named.

Senate file, No. 15, A bill for an act to establish a ferry deross
the Des Meines river, st Bostman’s mill, in Lee county.

33
Lv)
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The same having passed the House of Representatives with-
out amendment. )

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed, ‘

H. R. file, No. 40, An act {or the relief of cccupying claim-
ants of real estate.

H. R. file, No. 48, An act to restrain swine {rom running at
large in Clinton'county.

H. R. file, No. 54, An act conceraing claims on the Half Breed

tract, .
H. R. file, No. 56, An act to repcel an act to provide for the
location of the scat of government of the State of Towa, and for
the selection of land granted by Congress toaid in erecting pub-
lic buildings.

H. R. file, No.. 58, An act regulating grocery licenses.

H. R. file, No. 87, An act to vacate a certain road thercin
named, and

H. R. file, No. 69, Joint Resolution for a mail route from
West Point, in Lee county, to Sulem, in Henry county.

In all of which the concurrence of the $Senate is requested.

* T herewith return

Senate file, Nos. 3, 18, 20, 23, and 27,

The same having pussed both branches of the General As-
sembly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House -
of Representatives.

The President laid belore the Senate a communication frem
James P. Curleton, judge of the fourth judicial district, accem-
panying a copy of the appointment of the organizing sherifl’ of
Pottawatamie county,

Which was read for information, and,

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Laid on the table.

On motien of Mr. Sprott,

Senate file, No. 33, An uct to provide for the better setiling
and adjudicating of the several titles st up to the half breed
lunds, in Lec county,

Was taken fram the table, read a third time, passed, and title
agrecd to.
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I R. file, No. 37, An zct to locate the scats of Jl istice of
Madison and Warren counties,
Being in order,
Was read athird time, passed, and title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 68, Memorial for an increase of mail faeili-
ties.
Was read a third time, and,
On motion of Mr. Wright,
Referred to a sclect committe, and
Messrs. Wright, Royston, and Shields were appointed said
committee,
H. R. file, No. 34, An act to authozize David M. King to es-
tablish and keep a ferry across the Cedar river,
Was read a third time.
The question being upon the passage of the bill,
Mr. Bradley moved a call of the Senate, which was had,
When it appeared that Messrs. Crawford, Howel, and Har-
bour were, absent.
Those gentlemen appearing and taking. their seats,
The further call was suspended.
And the question being taken,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were-
as follows :
Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cook, Crawford, Espy, Jay, Royston,
Sanford, Springer, Sprott Wheeler, and Wright—11.
Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Harbour, How-
¢l, Shields, Wright, and Mr. President—S.
So said bill was passed, and title agreed to. .
H. R. file, No. 36, A bill for an.act to locate a State road
from Menona to Fort: Atkinson,
Was read a third time, passed, and {title.agreed to.
Senate file, No. 3G, A bill for an- act to. establish a State roac.
and branch thercof,
Was read a third time.
The question being on the passage of the bill,
Was decided in the negative.
On motion of My. Harbour,
The vote taken on the passage of
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Senate filé, No. 36, A bill {or an act to establish a State vozd
and branch thereof, was reconsidered. /

The question then being on the passage of said bill,

Was decided in the aflirmative.

So said bill was passed, and title agreed to.

. R. file, No.39, A bill for an act to provide for the naviga-
tion of the Des Moines river, from the Racoon Fork thercof to
the Northern boundary of this State,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 11, A bili for an act to preserve the purity
of elections,

Was read a third time, and

On motion of Mr. Wright,
Recommitted.
Mr. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills,
. Reported

Senate file, No. 21, Juint Resolution for the improvement of
the harbor at Dubuque, and

Senate file, No. 34, An act to locate a State road therein na-
med, as correctly enrolled.

Mzr. Espy, in accordance with previous notice, introduced

Senate file, No. 46, An act amendatory to an act, relative to
the Penitentiary,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On his motion,
Referred to the commitiee on the Judiciary.
On motion of Mr. Jay,

Resolved, By the Scnate, (the House concurring,) that the
Secretary of State be requested to correspond with the proper
depariment of the General Government, and obtain if practica-
ble, a copy of the survey of the military road running through
this State, and when obtained to record the same in his office.

Senate file, No. 28, A bill for an act to authorize Wm. Green
to improve Cedar river, by a dam and lock,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Scnate file, No. 39, A bill for an act to authorize the Supreme
Court to hold special terms,

Was read @ third time, and,
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On motion of Mr. Browning, )

Laid on the table, and ordered 1o be engrosscd.

1. R, file, No. B5, A Lill for an act to authorize Frederick
Andros {o transeribe the records of the district court in Clayton
county,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Royston,

Senate file, No. 37, An act amendatory to an aet, creating a
Board of Public Worlss, and providing for the improvement of
the Des Moines river, approved Feb. 24th, 1847,

Was taken from the table, and

On motion of Mr. Bradley, the reading was dispensed with,
and said bill made the special order for to-morrow, 2 o’clock,
P. M., in committec of the whole Benate.

Mr. Wright, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act, regulating practice in the district courts in the Territory
of Towa, approved March 10th, 1843,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

Referred to the commitice on the Judiciary.

Mr. Alger moved to take from the table

L. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land,

Which was disagreed to.

On motion of Mr. Browning,

Resolved, That Wm. H. Larned be employed as enrolling and

engrossing clerk for the Senate, during the present session.
On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M,
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TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

Message. from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk.
Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that. the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 82, Memorial:and Joint Resolution for a ma-
rine hospital at Rock Island.

H. R. file, No. 83, Memorial and Joint Resolution for an.in-
crease of the pension of Isaac W. Griffith,

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

I herewith return ' ,

Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution allowing John Brophy
extra pay for locating salt springs,

The same having passed the House of Representatives with-
out amendment. k

H. R. file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act, for the organization of Pottawatamie and other counties,

Being in speeial order,

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr.
Shields in the chair,

And after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by. their chairman

Reported the same back without action, and

On motion of Mr. Bradley,
The Scnate adjeurned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.
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FRIDAY MORNING, Drceuser 22, 1848,

Scnate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Wright, from the select committee to whom was refer-
red, )

H. R. file, No. 68, Joint Resolution for the increase of mail
facilities,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee, )

Was decided in the aflirmative.

Mr. Shields, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported

Senate file, No. 39, An act to authorize the Supreme Court
to hold special terms,

As correctly engrossed.

Mr. Royston, from the select committee to whom was refer-
red,

H. R. file, No. 67, A bill for an act to authorize Wm. S.
Townsend to keep a ferry across the Missouri river, at Trader’s
Point,

Reported the same back, with one amendment thereto, and
asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk. :

Mr. Presideni—

Tam directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 70, Joint Resolulion appointing an agent to
pay the interest on the Iowa State Stock.

H. R. file, No. 71, A bill for an act to re-locate a State road
therein named.

. R. file, No. 62, A bill for an act regulating costs in crimi-
nal prosecutions, in the counties of Davis and Appanocose.
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H. R. file, No. 74, A bill for an act to establish the ofiice of
State printer, define his duties, and establishithe prices of pub-
lic printing. ’

H. R. file, No. 63, Joint resclution requiring the Secretary of
State to furnish the counties of Warren and Madison with cop-
ics of the laws of this State.

H. R. {ile, No. 59, Joint Resolution in support of Mr. Whit-
ney’s project of a railroad. A

H. H. file, No. 64, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to incorporate the'town of Davenport.

H. R. file, No. 63, A bill for an act relative to the record of
the decree of partition in the Half Breed lands, in  Lee county.

In which the concurrence oi’ the Senuate is respect{ully re-
quested.

T herewith return

Senate file, No. 42, An act to locate a State road frem Pella,
in Marion county, to Fort Des Moines, in Polk county.

Senate file, No. 80, An act to locate a Stute road therein
named.

Senate file, No. 31, An act to authorize the Auditor of Stulc
to audit and allow the expenses of the Supreme Court.

Senate file, No. 32, An act to establish a State road therein
named.

The same having passed the House of Representatives with-
out amendment.

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 12, jeint resolution to accept of a reconnei-
sance and preliminary survey,

The same having passed both branches of the General Assem-
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

I am directed to inform the Henate, That the House of Rep-
resentatives has refused to concur in the resolution of the Sen-
ate, providing for the adjournment of the General Asscmbly,
until the 3d of January, 1849.

My. Crawford, from the commitiee on Incorporations,to whom
was referred

H. R, file, No. 7, A aci to authorize John A, MeFarland, his
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heirs and assigns nd keep o {erry weross the Mis-
sissippl river, at the town of Montrose, in the county of Lce

and State of Towa,

Reported the same back, end recommended its indelinite post-
ponement.
re

fhe question being on concu in the report of the com-
)llALLLb,

Was decided in the afi

Senate Jilc No. 40, A Lill for an act to authorize the Becrcin-
ry oi State to collect and arranze cortain papers in his ofiice,
Was re ul a second time, and

On molicn of Mr. Sanierd,

Ordered to be engrossed and read a third timne to-morrow.

il R, file, No. 26, An act to amend an act to establish new
counties and define thezr boundaries,

Was read a second time, und

On motion of vir. Hoyston,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third, time,
passed, and title agreed to.

H. R, file, Io. 88, An act requiring the Secre tary of Hate fo
record State roads,

Was read a secend time
On motion of Br. Co f,\

i

Belerred to the commitics on Lo Judiciary.

. R file, No. _‘9, A B for an act to repeal un act approv-
Y

i &43. entitled an aet to amend an act to de-
{ine the time 01 holding eleciions lor f’ftate, district and county

S oh!
DTN

oilicers, approved Feb. 20th, ALDL

Was read a second time, zmd.
On motion of Mr. Browning,
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.
H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of lund from
Congress, was read a scoond time,
Mr. Wheeler moved to lauy suid bill on the table.
Upon this question, the yeas and nays were reguested. and
being ordered, were as follows:
Y(.‘rh*:\v[C‘bl“‘ Browning. Cook, Jay. Sanlord, Wheeler and
Wrieht—6
B
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Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Craw{ord, Espy,
Howel, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, and Mr. President-
—11.

Mr. Cassady moved to suspend the 13th rule, and read the
bill a third time now.

Which was disagreed to.

On motion of Mr. Alger,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 82, Memorial to Congress for a marine hos-
pital at Rock Island,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of M?®. Cook,

The 13th rule was suspended, said memorial read a third
time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 83, Memorial and Joint Resolution, asking an
. increase of the pension of Geo. W. Griffith,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Espy,

The 13th rule was suspended, said memorial read a third
time, passed, and title agrecd to.

H. R. file, No. 57, A bill for an act to locate a certain road
therein named, was read a third time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wheeler,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 69, Joint Resolution for a mail route from
West Point, in Lee county, to Salem, in Henry county,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Sprott,

The 13th rule was suspended, and said joint resolution read
a third time.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to a select committee, and

Messrs. Bradley, Springer and Sprott, were appointed said
commiitee.

H. R. file, No. 58, A bill for an act to regulate grocery Ii-
cense, was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Espy,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
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H. R. file, No. 56; An act to repeal an acl entitled an act to.
provide for the location of the seat of Government of the State
of Towa, and for the selection of land granted by Congress, to
aid in erecting public buildings,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Referred to the committee on Public Buildings.

H. R. file, No. 48, A bill for an act to restrain swine from
running at large in Clinton county,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Myx. Wheeler,

Referred to a select committee, composed of

Messrs. Wheeler, Cook and Bradley.

H. R. file, No. 40, A bill for an act for the relief of the occupy-
ing claimants of real estate, was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Browning,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
H. R. file, No. 54, A bill for an act concerning claimants on
the half breed tract in Lee county,
Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Sprott,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

H. R. file, No. 57, Poetical Resolution, &c. and substitute,
On motion of Mr. Bradley,
Laid onthe table.
Senate file, No. 39, A bill for an actto authorize the Supreme
"Court to hold special terms, «
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 41, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to provide for the management of the State Library, and
for the election of a librarian, approved Feb. 15th, 1847,
Was taken from the table, and,
On motion of Mr. Wright,

Read a second time, and
On his motion,

Ordered to be engrossed and read a tlmd time to-morrow.
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.
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TWO ’CLOCK, P. M.

Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act,
creating a Board of Public Works, approved Feb. 24th, 1847,

Being the special order, ’

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole,

‘Mr, Casady in the chair.

And after somé time spent therein, the committee rose, :md
by their chairman,

Reported progress, and asked leave to sit again at 2 o’clock,
P. M., to-morrow,

Wluch being granted, the Senate,

On motion,
Adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

SATURDAY, MORNING, Drcexusx, 23, 1848.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mer. Shields, from the committee on Engrossed Bllls,

Reported,

Senate ﬁle, No. 41, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to provide for the management of a State library, and the
election of a librarian.

Also,

Senate file, No. 40,-A bill for an act to authorize the Secre-
tary of State to collect and arrange certain papers in his office,

As correctly engrossed.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled bills, reported
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Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for an appropria~
tion of land for the improvement of Skunk river.

Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution to allow John Brophy
an additional compensation for the locating of salt springs.

Also, _

Senate file, No. 34, An act to locate and establish a State
road therein named,

As correctly enrolled.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that
they had presented the fellowing bills for the signature of the
Governor : ‘ :

Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a mail route {rom
Fort Des Moines to the East, or Boon Fork of the Des Moines
river.

Senate file, No. 20, An act to establish a State road from Del-
hi, in Delaware county, to Independence, in  Buchanan county.

Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution accepting a reconnoi- '
sance and preliminary survey.

Senate file, No. 23, An act to establish a State road from Ce-
dar Rapids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa county,

And,

Senate file, No. 18, Joint Resolution for carrying the mail.

Senate file, No. 40, A Dill for an act to authorize the Seore-
tasy of State to collect and arrange certain papers in his office,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file No. 29, A bill for an act to repeal an act approved
January 25, A. D. 1848, entitled an aet to amend an act defi-
ning the time of holding elections for State, district, and county
officers, approved February 25, 1847. v

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land from
Congress,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file,”No. 57, A bill for an act to locate a certain road
theréin named, | ‘

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-

well, chief clerk:
.
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Mr. President—

T am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passes,

H. R. file, No. 53, Alill for an act to organize the Supreme
Court of the State of Iowa.

H. R. file, No. 72, A bill for an act to establish a State road
from Cedar Rapids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa
county.

H. R. file, No. 75, A bill for an act to amend an act regula-
ting attachments. '

H. R. file, No. 76, A bill for an aet to fund the State debt.

H. R. file, No. 77, A bill for an act to authorize Israel Ath-
erton to establish and keep a ferry across the Mississippi river,
at a point in Scoit county opposite Cordovia, in the State of 1l-
linois.

H. R. file, No. 79, A bill for an act supplemental to the act
of February 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amend-
atory to an act to establish ecommon schools, approved January
16, 1840.

H. R. file, No. 81, A bill for an act to locate a State road
from Knoxville, in Madison county, via the seats of Justice of
Warren and Madison counties, to the western line of Madison
county. :

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectlully
requested.

I herewith return.

Senate file, No. 21, Joint Resolution relative to the improve-
ment of the Harbour at Dubuque.

Senate file, No. 24, An act for a State road therem named,

The same having received the sxgnature of the Speaker of
the House of Representatives.

I herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 18, An act to establish a State road from Ed-
dyvile, in Wapello county, to Bloomfield, in Davis county.

H. R. file, No. 23, An act to amend the city charter of the
city of Burlington,

H. R. file, No 28, An act to authorize the judge of probate
of Marion county, to transcribe the records of the probate court.
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H. R. file, No. 41, Joint Resolution for the establishment of
a land office at Fort Des Moines.

H. R. file, No. 46, An act to establish a State road from Mrs.
Feslers to interseet the road running to Columbus city.

H. R. file, No. b4, Joint Resolution asking a mail route from
Prarie du Chien, to Fort Atkinson.

The same having passed both branches of the General As-
sembly, and reccived the signature of the Speaker of the House
of Representatives.

Senate file, No. 41, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to provide for the management of the State library, and
for the elcction of a librarian, approved February 15, 1847,

Was read a third time, passed, and litle agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 68, memorial for an increase of mail facilities,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,

The 13th rule was suspended, said memorial read a third time,
passed and title agreed to. ‘

H. R. file, No. 67, A bill for an act to amend an act to au-
thorize Wm. 8. Townsend, and his associates, to keep a ferry
across the Missouri river at Trader’s Point,

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Amended as follows : “ Add a section—this act may be alter-

ed or repealed at any time, by the General Assembly.
On motion of Mr. Royston,

The 13th rule was suspended, said Lill read a third time,
passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 74, A bill for an act to establish the office of
State printer, define his duties, and establish the prices of pub-
lic printing.

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Browning,

Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the
special order for Wednesday next. .

H. R. file, No. 62, A bill for an actto regulate costs of crimi-
nal prosecutions, in Davis and Appanoose counties,

Was read a first and sccond time, and,
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On motion of Mr. Espy,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

H. R. file, No. 63, Joint Resolution requiring the Secretary of
State, to furnish the counties of Warren and Madison with co-
pies of the revised stalutes and other laws of this State,

Was read a first and second time, and, ’ -

On motiou of Mr. Casady,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 63, A bill for an act relative to the record of
the decree of partition of the half breed tract of land, situated in
Lee county,

Was read a {irst and second timd} and,

On motion of Mr. Browning,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

H. R. file, No..59, Joint Resolution relative to Mr. Whitney's
railroad project,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Referred to the committee on Internal Improvements.

H. R. file, No. 70, Joint Resolution appointing an agent to
pay the interest on the Iowa State stock,

Was read a first and second time, and,

Gn motion of Mr. Browning,

The 15th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a
third time, pagsed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 71, A bill for an act relocating a State road
therein named,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Browning,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
cd, and title agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

I-hercwith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 34, An act (o authorize David W. King to es~
tablish and keep a ferry across the Cedar river, at a point oppo-
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11, R. file, No. 36, An act to locate a Stale road from Minona
to Fort Atkinson.

H. R. file, No. 37, An act to locute the seat of justice of Mad-
1son and Warren counties,

11. R. file, No. 35, An act to uuthorize Frederick Andros to
transeribe thie records of Clayton county

H. R. file, No. 3%, An act to provide for the navigation of ¢he
Des Moines river, between the mouth of the Racoon Fork there-
oi, and the Northern boundary of this State.

H. R. file, No. 25, An et to amend an act éntitled an act to
eslablish new counties, and deiine their boundaries.

. R. file, No. 82, Memorial to Congress for a marine hospi-
tal at Rock Island. '

H. R. file, No. %3, Memorial and Joint Resolution to increase
the pension of Isuac \V rriffitl '

Also,

I herewith return

Senate tile, No. 34, An act to cstablish a State road therein
named.

Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for an appropria-
tion of land for the improvement of Skunk river ; and

Senate file, Ne. 22, Jeint Resolution allowing extra compen-
sation to John Drephy, for scrvices rendered in selecting salt
springs.

All of which have pussed both Houses of the General Assem-
bly, and received the signaturce of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

Mr. Royston, with leave obtained, introduced

Senute file, No. 48, A bill for an act to re-apportion the State,
and define the senatorial and revresentative distriets therein.

On his motion, *

Laid on the table, and the usual number of copies ordered to
-be printed.

Mr. Bradley, {rom the scleet committee to whom was referred

H. R. file, No. 69, Joint Resolutien for a mail route {rowm
West Point, in Lee county, to Sulem, in Henry ceunt,

Reported o substitute,

15



114 JOURNAL OF

Which was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Sprott,
The 13th rule was suspended, said substitute read a third
time, passed, and titled agregd to. '
Mr. Shields, {rom the committec on schocls, to whom was re-
ferred
The petition of certain citizens, asking for the donation of the
college square, in lowa city, o the medical faculty of the Iowa
University, reported
Senate file, No. 49, A bill foran act to donate the college
square inJowa city, to the medical department of the Towa Uni-
versity,
Which was read for informaticn, and,
On his motion, .
Laid en the table, subject to the order of the Senate.
H. R. file, No. 83, Joint Resclition for the reliel of Harvey
YLeonard,
Was read a first and sccond time, and
On motion of Mr. Wright,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
H. R. file, No. 72, A il for an act to establish a road from
Cedar Rapids, in Linn county, to Merengo, in Jowa county,
Was read a first and sccond time, and,
On motien of Mr. Cook,
Laid on the tubie.
Message from the ouse of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chiel clerl.
Mr. President—
.1 am directed 1o informn the Snate, thatthe House of Repre-
sentatives has passed
H. R. file, No. 73, A bill for an act to locale a State road from
. Burlington, in Des Moines county,to Fort Madison, in Lee Co.
H. R. file, No. 78, A bill for an act to extend the time for
putting alock in the Iowa City manufacturing company mill dam. .
H. R. file, No. 43, A bill for an act asking an appropriation
for the improvement of the Maquoketa river.
H. R. file, No. 88, A bill for an act to legalize the nels of the
counly commissioners of Des Moines county.
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In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully
requested: A

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 33, An act amendaiory to an act entitled * an
act to provide for the better settling and adjusting the several
titles set up to the hall breed lands in Lee county,”” passed
June 11th, 1845.

Senate file, No. 36, A bill for an act to establish a State road
and branch thereof.

The same having passed the House of Representatives with-
out amendment.

H. R. file, No. 75, A bill for an act to amend an act regula-~
ting attachments,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

H. R. file, No. 76, A bill for an act to fund the debt of the
State,

Was read a first and seeond time, and,

On motion of Mr. Espy;

Referred to the committee on Ways and Means.

H. R. file, No. 77, A bill for an act to authorize Israel Ath-
erton to establish and keep a ferry across the Mississippi river,
at a point in Scott county, oppesite Cordovia in the State of
Wlinois,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wheeler,

Referred to the committee on Incorporations.

H. R. file, No. 79, A bill for an act supplemental to the act of
Feb. 25th, 1849, entitled an act supplemental and amendatory to
an act to establish common schools, approved Jan. 15th, 1847,

Was read 2 first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to the committee on Schools.

H. R. file, No. 81, A bill for an act to locate a State road
from Knoxville, in Marion county, via. the county seats of War-
ren and Madison to the west line of Madison county,

Was read a first and second time, and,
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3n motion of Mr. Cassady,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed, and title agreed to.

I R. file, No. 73, A bill to locate a State road leading from
Burlington, in Des Moines county, to Fort Madison, in Lee
county,

Was read a {irst and second time, and,

On motion of Mua. Lispy,

Referred to the committee on Roads.

H. R. file, No. 78, A Lill for an act to extend the time of
putting in a lock in the Towa City Manufacturing company mill-
dam,

Was read a first and second time, and,

- On motionof Mr. Alger,

Referred to a select committee, and

Messrs. Alger, Sprott, and Shields were appointed said com-
mittee.

H. R. file, No. 43, Joint Resolution {for an appropriation of
money, or land, for the improvement, of the navigation of the
Magquoketa river, .

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution was read
a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 8, A bill for an act to legalize the acis of the
board of commissioners of Des Moines county,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Selman, (Mr. Browning in the chair,)

Referred to the delegation from Des Moines county.

Mr. Selman, on leave obtained, offered the following resolu-
tion:

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary, be instructed
to inquire Into the expediency of reporting a bill compelling the
attendance of the district judges at the stated terms of the dis-
trict courts in this State, which was adopted.

H. R. file; No. 64, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to incorporate the town of Davenport,

Was read a first and sccond time, and,
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Un motion of Mr. Wheeler,

Urdered to a third reading on Wednesday next.

Mpr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiclary, to whom
was referred,

i1. R. file, No. 53, A bill for an act to organize the Supreme
Court of this State,

Reported the seme back, and recommended its indefinite post-
ponement.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
nmittee,

Was decided in the ailirmative.

Mr. Espy moved to lay said bill and report onthe table.

Mr. Espy moved a call of the Senate,

When it appeared that Messrs. Cook, Royston, and Alger
were absent.

Mr. Alger being excused, and Messrs. (,ook and Royston
appearing,

The further call Was dhpCDSCd with.

The question then being upon laying said bill and report on
the table, »

Was decided in the negative.

Mr. Crawford moved the indefinite postponement of said
bill. .

The yeas and nays being requested were ordered, and were
as follows :

Y caa—lVIessrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Crawford, Har-
bour, Howel, Jay, Sanford, Shields, Wheeler, Wright, and Mr.
President—12.

Nays—Messrs. Espy, Springer, and Sprott-—3.

So said bill was indefinitely postponed.

On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M. °
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TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

Senate file, No. 37; A Lill {for an act amendatory to an act cre-
ating a Board of Public Works, approved February 24, 1847,

Being in special order,

The Senate resolved itself into 2 committee of the w hole, Mr
Springer in the chair,

And after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,

Reported the same back, and recommended its reference to
the committee on Internal Improvements.

Which was concurred in.

Mr. Wright offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to examine
into the condition of the State library, and to inquire as to the
expediency of making an appropriation for an increase thereof,
and report by bill or otherwise.

On motion,
Laid on the table.
On motion of Mr. Harbour,
The Senate resolved itself into an executive session,
And after some time spent therein, the session rose.
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till Wednesday morning next, at 10

o’clock.
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, Deceuser 27, 1848,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Crawford presented the remonstrance of Lli Stoddard and
seventy other citizens of Fort Madison, in Lee county, against
the granting of an exclusive privilege within the limits of said
town.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to a select committee, composed of

Messrs. Espy, Sprott, and Crawford, to whom was referred

H. R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act to authorize Geo. Keil,
his heirs and assigns, to keep a wharf boat at Fort Madison, in
Lee county.

Mr. Bradley presented a remonstrance from J. P. Miller and
iifty other citizens of Johnson county, against the obstruction of
the navigation of the Iowa river by mill dams,

Which was read for information, and laid on the table.

Mr. Bradley presented the petition of J. H. Fisher and one
hundred other citizens of Iowa city, asking the General Assem-
bly to extend the time for putting a lock in the Iowa city man-
ufacturing company mill dam,

Which was read for information, and

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.

Mr. Crawiord, {rom the select committee to whom was re-
ferred,

- H.R. file, No. 17, A Lill for an act to authorize George
Keil, his heirs and assigns, 1o keep a wharf boat at Fort Mad-
ison, in Lee county, reported as follows:

REPORT:

Your committee Lave taken the subjeet under due cousidera-
tion, with a view to a correct conclusion upon the rights of the
applicants for special favors at the hands of the General Assem-
bly, as also the duties of that body as regards its actien thereon.
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The present case your commitlee deerns pecdiurly situated, in-
asmuch as the franchise asked for, if granted, may conflict with
the charter of incorporation of the city of Fort 3adison.
Your committee, on examination of the statutes, by reference to
thosc of the last CGeneral Assembly of the State, find a bill in-
corperating said city, and extending to the zuthorities thereof
all the power (us your committece believes) to talie action upen
the prayer of any citizen who might wizh to keep a “wharl
boat,” or exercise any other liberty or frenchise within the lim-
its or jurisdiction of the authorities of said city.

This bill, coming as it does {rom the popular branch of the
General Assembly, your committee has {elt much more solicit-
ude than otherwise they might, Lad it originated in the Senate.

The inquiry has been, is such a privilege necessary to the
interests and welfare of the citizens of ¥Fort BMadison? And
il w0, have not the authorities of that city the power commnensu-
rate with the necessity for such a grant? Have the citizens
petitioned for the same ? All which your committec have ex-
amined with much care. They are of opinien that at least
hasty legislation on subjects of so much fapparent importance,
ought to be avoided by the Gencral Assembly. '

‘This conclusion, in their opinion, is much strengthened by the
remonstrance {rom the Mayor and Board of Aldermen of said
city of Fort Madison: the arguments contained in which, your
committee deern of much force in coming to the conclusion they
have, and in the recommendatien they now meke to the Senate
on this bill.

They thercfore instructed me to recommend the indefinite
postponement of said bill, and wish to altach us part of their re-
port, the following remonstrance, referred to their considera-
tion, by the Honorable Scnate.

All which is respectlully submitted.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the

State of Towa, at their scssion of December, 1848.

The mayor and aldermen of the town of Fort Madison,
respectfully state to yeur body, that they are informed that ap-
plication has or will be made to you, for the exclusive privilege
of keeping o whart boat en the Mississippl viver within the lim-
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its of this tcwn, fur the purpose of trade. ‘Fhe undersigned, on
behalf of the people of the town, protest against any such grant
) 8 8
of their corporate rights. They believe that the corporaticn 1s
ftl 0 t ht They bel that tl t
now endowed with ull necessary power on that subject for the
public gcod. Further; they are of the opinicen that all exclu-
ive grants of privileges, are violations of public rights, unjnst,
and contrary to republican principles. We are of the opinion,
that any individual grants of the nature above referred to, would
be injurious to the public geod, and a violation of the corporate
rights now conferred on the inhabitants of the town. Therefore
we desire that you will reject ail such applications, if presented
)y any persomr or persons whomsoever.
t persor ers homsoeve
VICKLIFY XITCIHELL, Mayoer.
IHENRY NGO, ’
FRIDLIY,
GTWAY CUTLAR, | Aldermen.
LG MeMURPI IY |
JUSEPH HUFL, J

P

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
miltee, was decided in the affirmative.

Fir. Royston, from the committee on Internal Improvements,
to whom was referred

Senate dile, No.o 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act
crediing o Board of Tublic Works, epproved Feb. 24th, 1847,
and repealingan act supplemental thercto,approved Jan. 24, 1848,

Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and
asked the concurrence of the Senate thercin.

Cn motion of Mr. Bradley,

Said bill and report were laid on the table, bllb‘”(,t to the order
of the Senate.

Mr. Browning, irom the select commitiee, {o whom was re-
ferred

H. R. iile, No. 8¢

23

A Dbill for an act to legalize the acts of
the county commissioners ol Des Moines county,

Reported the same back without amendment, and reconnnend-
ed its passage.

The question being vn concurring in the report of the com-
miltee,
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Wes decided in the aflirmative. v
H. R. file, No. 64, A hill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act, to incorporate the town of Bavenport,
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 74, A bill for an act lo create the office of pub-
" lic” printer; to provide for “his electior, define his  duties, and .
establish the prices of public printing, being in special order,
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr.
Sanford in the chair ;
And after some time spent therein,
The committee rose, and by their chairman,
Reported progress, and asked leave to sit aguin, af 2 o’clock,
P, M. _
Which being granted,
On molion,
The Senate adjourned tll 2 o*clock. P, AL,

.

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M.

In commiftee of the whole Senate, Mr. Sanford in the chair,

After some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,

Reported the same back with sundry amendments, and asked
“the concurrence of the Senate therein.

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

Referred to a seleet committee, and

Messrs. Harbour, Wheeler and Bradley. were appointed said
committee.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk. k
Mr. Presidenf—

1 am directed to inform the $cnate, that the House of Repye~
sentatives has passed,
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H. R, file, No. 80, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act, for the incorporation of the town of Bloomington.

H. R. file, No 94, Joint Resolution for a mail route from Al-
bia, in Monroe county, to Trader’s Point, on the Missouri river.

H. R. file, No. 97, Joint Resolution requesting our Senators
to procure a certified plat of all the military roads in the State.

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.,

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 40, An act to autharize the Secretary of State
to collect and arrange certain papers in his office.

H. R. file, No. 90, An act to.amend an act entitled an act, for
the incorporation of the town of Bloomington, spproved Jan. 23,
1839,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

Referred to the committee on Inegrporations.

H. R. file, No. 94, Joint Resolution for a mail route from
Albia, in Monroe county, to Trader's Point, on the Missouri
river, :

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Royston,

Referred to a select committee, and .

Messrs. Royston, Sanford and Shields, were appointed said
committee,

H. R. file, No. 97, Joint Resolution for a certified plat of all
the military roads in this State,

Was read for information, and. -

On motion of Mr. Jay,
Laid on the table.
On his motion,
The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

”
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THURSDAY MORNING, Drermeorr 28, 1848,

Senate met pursuant fo adjournment.

Mr. Cook presented a petition {rom W, Green, and 80 oth-
cr citizens of Cedar Rapids, praying for an act of incorporation
for said town.

On his motion,

Referved to the commilteec on Incorporations.

Mr. Wright presented a petition from Thomas Dean and oth-
er citizens of Pittshurg, in Van Buren county, praying a vaca-
tion of a portion of said town. <

On his motion,

Referred to a select committee of three, and
Messrs Wright, Sanford, and Juy were appointed said com-
mitfee. .

Mzr. Bradley, with leave, inlroduced

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress for the establish-
ment of certain military paosts,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

Referred to a select committee, and

Messrs. Bradley, Sprott, and Howel were appointed said
committee,

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported

Senate file, No. 42, An act to locate a State road from Pella,
in Marion county, to Fort Des Moines, in Polk county.

Scnate file, No. 15, An act to establish a ferry at Boatman’s
mill, on the Des Moines river, in Lee county.

Senate file, Wo. 31, Ar act to authorize the Audilor of State
to audit and allow expenses of the Supreme Court of this
State.

Senate file, No. 30, An act for a State road therein named.

Senate file, No. 36, An act to establish a State road and
branch thereof, and
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sSenate file, No. 33, An act amendatory to un aet lo provide
for the better settling and adjndicating of the several titles set
up to the Hall Breed Lands in Lee county, passed January 11,
1840,

As correetly enrolled.

Mr. Harbour. from the seleet commitiee to whom was refer-
red,

. R. {ile, No. 74, A Lill for an aet to establish the oflice of
State printer, define his duties, and estzblish the prices of pub-

lic printing, )

Reported the same back, with one amendment, and recom-
mended iHs passage. ‘

The question being upon concurring in the report of the com-
mittee,

Was decided in the affirmative. ‘

Mr. Bradley, from the cominittee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred.

H. R. file, No. 40, A bill for an act for the reliel of occupy-
ing claimants of real estatc,

Submitted the following

REPORT:

Your committee have had the said bill under consideration,
and find from an examination of its different provisions, that there
are some things thercin contained, that are unexceptionsble and
to which they suppose there would be no objection, while there
are other provisions to which they are unwilling to assent, and
which in their opinion it would be impolitic to enact into a law.

Your committee would furiher state that in coming to the con-
clusion which they herein recomumend, they arc assisted by the
fifty-third section of the act regulating the ““action of rights,”
which provides, that the defendant in such action may set ofl” any
permanent improvements he may make on the premises in dis-
pute, af their fair value, against any damages to which the plain-
tiff may be entitled for the witholding of possession, &c.

-Your cominittee are induced to believe that this is as far as
legislation has heretofore gone in most if’ not all the states in this

*
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union, and they know of no great reason why a change should
now be made here.

But even if all the principles contained in this bill were cor-
rect, your committee are of the opinion that the present session
should be brought to a close as spon as possible consistent with
the public good—that no laws of a general nature should be ta-
ken up, except such as are imperiously demanded by the pres-
sing wants of the State, or those that we are compelled by the
Constitution to now act upon; and this because ali matters will
underga the scrutiny of the revising committee, and a system |
then be adopted which will be much more perfect than we can

expect to make b s~ endments and additions to our present con-
fused code.
I'er thereasos . “.oas briefly stated, your committee would re-

commend the inaefinite postpostment of said bill.

The question being ¢ coneur ng in the report of the commit-
1ee,

Was decided in the affirmntive

Mr. Espy, from the commuiitee on the Judiclary, to whom was
referred,

Senate file, No. 19, Joint Res olutmn for an appropriation to
improve the Des Moines and Hock River: rapids. of the Mis-
sissippi river,

Submitted the followin:

REPORT:

That they have had the subject under considerziion, but have

not within their reach such data as the commiitee considers im-
" portant to be set forth in such memorial.

It is also understood by the committee that a memorizl <eftm'r
forth such information, statistics &e., prepared at much remarch,
is within the reach of our Representatives and Senators in Con-
gress, having been presented to that body at a previous session.

They therefore report said resolutions back to the Senate, and
recommend their adoption without amendment.

Mr. Harbour, from the committee on roads, to whom was re-
ferred
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H. R. file, No. 73, A bill for an act to establish a State roed
leading {rom Burlington, in Des Moines county, to Fort Mad-
ison, in Lee county,

Reported the same back, without amendment.

Mr. Cassady, from the select committee to whom was refer-
red.

Senate file, No. 44, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to define the limits of the first Congressional district,

Reported asubstitute, a hill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to divide the State into two Congressicnial districts.

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.

H. R. file, No. 74, A bill for an act to establish the office of
State Printer, ’

Was read a second time.

Mr. Jay offered the following amendment to section 10.  »

« That the public printer shall be allowed sixty-five cents per
thousand cms, for the first hundred copies, and 8 cents per
thousand ems for each additional hundred copies when the num-
ber of copies ordered to be printed shall exceed one thousand,
and be less than two thousand, the public printer shall be allow-
ed sixly-five cents per thousand ems, for the first five hundred
copies, and "eight cents per thousand for every additional hun-
dred copies; when the number of copies ordered to be printed,
shall exceed two thousand, and be less than four thousand, the
public printer shall -be allowed 35 cents per thousand ems for
the first five hundred copies, and 8 cents per thousand cms for
every aditional hundred copies, and in proportion to the above
prices, any printing that may be ordered by law.”

The question being upon the adoption of the amendment,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered.
were as follows : ]

Yeas—Messrs. Cook, Jay, Sanford. Sprott. Wheeler, and
Wright—-6.

Nays—Moessys. Bradley; Cassady, Crawlord, Lspy, Harbour,
Howel; Royston, Shiclds, and Mr. President—9.

Mr. Cook moved to strike cut 87 and insert ¥ 167 in sec-
tion 10,
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On notion of Mr. Sanford,
Recommitted, with instructions to furnish the Senate with
formation relative to the terms used in said bill.
H. R. dile, No.88, A bill for an act legalizing the acts of coun-
ty commissioners of Des Hoines county,
Was read a sceond time, and,
On motion of 3r. Wright,
Grdered to a third reading to-morrow.

el. R. file, No.

47, An act to amend an act entitled an act for
the organization ol Fottawalamie and other counties, approved
February 24, 1847, was read a second time.

Mr. spy moved to strike out the second seclion,

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs, Bradley, Cook, Fapy, Jay, Sanford, Sprott,
VWheeler @

Nays—D¥lessrs. Cassady. Crawlord, Harbour, Howel, Royston
and Mr. Pr

So the question was declded In the afiirmative.

On motion of Mr. Bradiey,
T.2id ou the table, %111‘icct to the order of the Senate.
()n motion of Mr. Fspa
. R, filey No. .'3:2, \ b1 1 for an act to authorize Willimm P,

Wilson to keep a ferry across the Des Aloines river, at Monte-
b

rey,
Was taken {rom the table, read a first and second time, und
On his motion,
Amended as follows : Insert in the first section after {iftcen
years, the words « \\’1[11 the exclusive privilege.” )
On motion of M. Iispy,
The 13th rule wos suspended, said bl read o third time,
passed, and titled agreed to.
Mr. Crawford, from the committee vn Incorporations, to whem
was referred
tl. R. file, No. 77, A Dbill for an act to authorize Israel Ath-
erton to cstablish un(l keep a ferry across the Mississippi river.
@t a point 1 Deotl county, opposite Cordovia n the State of Illi-
nets,
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Reported the same back without amendinent, and recommend-
ed its passage.

Said bill was read a second time, and,

On motion eof Myr. ¥Wheeler,

The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time.

The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and
mays were requested, and being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—>Messrs. Cook, Crawlford, Espy; Howel, Jay, Sanford,
Sprott, Wheeler, and Mr. President—9. :

Nays—DMessrs. Bradley, Casady, Harbour and Wright—a4.

So said bill was passed and title agreed to.

Cn motion of Mr. Espy,

Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for an appropriction to
improve the Des Moines and Rock river rapids, in the Missis-
sippi river,

Was taken from the table, read a secend time, and,

On his motion,

The 13th rule- was suspended, said joint resolution ‘read 2

third time, passed, und title agreed to.
On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.

TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

Message irom the Iouse of Representatives, by Mr. Lel-
iingwell, chiel clerk:
Mr. President—

I herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for o grart of land from
Congress.

H. R. file, No. 29, An act to repeal an set, approved Junua~
ry 25, A. D, 1843, eatitled “an act to amend an act defining the

17
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time for holding clections for State, district and county officers,”
approved February 25, 1847.

H. R. file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for an appropriation of
money or land, for the improvement of the navigation of the
Maquoketa river.

H. R. file, No. 57, An act to locate a certain road therein
named.

H. R. file, No. €3, Joint Resolution requiring the Sccretary
of State to furnish the counties of Warren and Madison, with
the revised statutes and other laws of this State.

H. R. {file, No. 67, An act to authorize Wm. 5. Townsend to
keep a ferry across the Missouri river at Trader’s Point.

H. R. file, No. 68, Memorial {or an increase of mail fucilities.

1L R. file, No. 70, Joint Resolution appointing an agent to
pay the interest on the Towa State stock.

H. R. file, No. 71, An act re-locating a State romd therein
named.

H. R. file, No.81, An act to locate a State road {rom Kuexville,
in Marion county, via. the scats of justice of Warren and Mad-
ison counties, to the west line of Fladison county.

The same having passed both branches of the General Assem-
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of’ the House of
Representatives.

Mr. Jay offered the following resolution :

Resolved, By the Senate, the House concurring, that the Gen-

eral Assembly will adjourn, sine die, on the 10th of January
next.

‘On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Lsid on the table.

Mr. Harbour, from the select committee, to whom wus referred

H. R. file, No. 74, A bill fer an act to establish the office of
State printer, define his duties, and establish the price of public
printing,

Reported, in compliance with instructions, the bill back to
the Senate.

Mr. Cook offered the following amendment to scetion 17—
- That the samme prices herein established, shall be paid for the
printing of the laws of the present session.”
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The question being on the adoption of the amendment,

" The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows : i

Yéas—DMessrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy, Jay, Roy-
ston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott, Wheeler and Wright—11.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Harbour, Howel, and Mr. Presi-
dent——4.

The question was decided in the aflirmative.

Myr. Espy moved to add the word  journals’ after the word
“laws” in section 17.

TUpon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and be-
ingbrdered, were as follows ¢

Yeas—Messrs. Cook, Espy, Wheeler, Wright and Mr, Pres-
ident~5. .

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford. Harbour, Howel,
Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, and Sprott.—1Q.

So said amendment was disagreed to.

On motion of Mr. Espy,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed, and title agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-.
well, chief clerk:

Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the ITouse of Repre-
sentatives has passed’

H. R. file, No. 80, A bill for an act to create the fifth judicial
district.

H. R. file, No. 89, A bill for an aet to locate a State road
therein named.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

I also herewith return

Senate file, No. 28, A bill to authorize Wm. Greene, his.
heirs and assigns, to improve the Cedar river, by putting ina
dam and lock.

Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution providing compensation
for the commissioners appointed to select the Des Moines river
lands.

Senate file, No. 41, A Dbill for an act to amend an act to pro-
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vide for the State Library, and the appointment of a librarian,
approved February 173, 1347,

The same having passed the Housc of -Representatives, with-
out amendment.

Mpr. Shields, from the committee on schools, to whom was re-
ferred H. R. file, No. 79, A Dill for an act snpplemental to the
act of February 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and
amendatory fo an act to establish common schools, approved Jun-
uary 16, 1840, ’

Reported the same back, with one amendment thereto, and
asked the concurrence of the Senate thercin.

On motion of Mr. Jay,

Laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Royston,

Senate file, No. 37, A Lill for an act amendatory to an act
creating a Board of Public Works, approved Februzay 24, 1847,
and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved January
24, 1848,

Was taken from the table, and

On motion of Mr. Bradley, the Senate resolved itself into
a commiitee of the whole, {or the consideration thereof,

Mr. Wheeler in the chair.

And after some time spent therein,

The committec rose, and by their chairman,

Reported progress, and asked leave to sil again to-morrow,
10 o’clock, A. M.

Which being granted,

The Senate,

On motion,
Adjourned till 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.
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FRIDAY MORNING, Drcexerr 29, 1848,

senate met pursuant {o adjournment.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chiel clerk.

M. President—

T am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. {ile, No. 101, Joint resclution to prevent the extension
of human slavery.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

I herewith return,

Senate {ile, No. 33, An act to establish a state road therein
named.

Senate file, No. 30, An act to locate a State road from Pella,
in Marion county, to Fort Des Moines, in Polk county.

Senate file, No. 15, An act to cstablish a ferry at Boatman’s
mill, on the Des Moines river, in Lee county.

Scnate file, No. 36, An act amendatory of an act entitled an
act to provide for the better settling and adjudicating of the sev~
eral titles sct up to the Half Breed lands, in Lee county.

Senate file, No. 31, An act to authorize the Auditor of State
to oudit and allow the cxpenses of the Supreme Court of this
State.

Senate file, No. 42, An act to locate a State road therein
named.

The same having received the signature of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
-~ was referred,

Senate file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act regulating practice in the district courts in the Territory
of lowa, approved February 10, 1848,

Reported the same back, witl two additional sections.
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The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee,

Was decided in the affirmative.

On his motion, .

Said bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-
mMorrow.

Mzr. Bradley, from the commiitee on the Judiciary, to witom
was. referred,

H. R. file, No. 65, A bill for an act relative to the record
of the decree of partition of the  Half Breed lands in Lee
county,

Reported the same back with one amendment,

Which was concurred in, and,

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read athird time, pass-
ed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Wheeler, from the select committee to whom was refer-
red,

H. R. file, No. 48, A bill for an act to restrain swine from
running at large in Clinton county,

Reported the same back, with one amendment,

Which was concurred in.

Mr. Espy, from the committce on the Judiciary, to whom was
referred,

H. R. file, Neo. 54, A bill for an aet concerning claims on the
Half Breed tract,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,

Which was agreed to, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

Mzr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom
was referred,

H. R. file, No. 76, A bill for anact to fund the State debt,

Reported the same back, with one amendment, .

Which was concurred in.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Elections, to whom was
referred.
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H. R. file, No 11, A bill for an act to preserve the purity of
elections, ‘

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thercio,
and asked the concurrence of the Scnate therein.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee,

Was decided in the affirmative.

The President lzid before the Scnate a communication from
His Excellency, Governor Briggs, accompanying a letter from
Captain Roberts, U. 8. rifles, presenting a sword and set of
armour, trophies {aken in the late war with Mexico, to the State
of Towa.

Which was read for information, and,

On motion of Mr. Sanford,

Referred to a select committee, with instructions to prepare
resolutions of- thanks to the donor, and,

Messrs. bunford Bradley, Sprott, S‘ueldi and bassady were
appointed said committee.

Scnate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to anact cre-
ating a Board of Public Works, approved February 24, 1847,
;md repealing an oet supplemental thereto, approved January 24,

848,

Bemg the special order,

The Senate resolved itself inlo a commitiee of the wholc,
Mr. Bradley in the cheir, and,

After some time spent thercin,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto.
and asked the concurrence of the Scnate therein.

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

Liaid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.
On motion,

The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock P. M.
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TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Alger,
The petition and remonstrance relative to the Iowa City Man-
ufacturing Company mill-dam,
Were taken from the table, and referred to the select commit-
tee composed of Messrs, Alger, Sprott, and Shiclds, to whom
was referred '

H. R. file, No. 78, A bill for an act to extend the time of
puiting a lock in the Towa City Manufacturing Company mill-

dam.

Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred,

H. R. file, No. 58, A Dill for an act rerrulatmfr grocery li-
censes,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

On motion of Mr. Sanford,

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.

. Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefliug-

well, chief clerk.
Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 93, A bill for an act to compel persons enter-
ing the improvements of scttlers upon the public lands, to pay
for the same.

H. R. file, No.99, A bill for an act for the relief of Appe-
noose county,

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 19, A joint resolution for an apprepriation to
improve the Des Moines and Rock river rupids, in the Missis-
sippi river.
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The sume having passed the House of Representutives with-
out amendment.

H. R. file, No. 88, A bill for an act for legalizing the acts of
the county commissioners ol Des Moines county,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

. R. file, No. 80, A bill to create the fifth judicial district,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cassady,

A call of the Senate was ordered, when it appeared that

Messrs. Bradley, Crawford; Cook, Browning, Harbour, Roy-
ston and Shields, were absent.

On motion,

Messrs. Browning and Coolk, were exciised.

Messrs. Bradley, Harbour, Shields and Royston, appearing;

The further call was,suspended, and,

Mr. Wright moved to amend, by inserting‘ after the word
“ Boon,” the words, ‘“and the country lying west.”’

Upon the adoptionythereof,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Jay, Sanford, Sprott, Wheeler and Wright—-5

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Ispy, Harbour,
Howel, Royston, Shields and Mr. President—9.

So said amendment was disagreed to.

Mr. Cassady moved to strike out ¢ Muscatine,” from the 3rd
section,

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Jay moved to lay on the table.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Bradley moved to read said bill a third time to-morroiv.

Mr. Wright moved to read said bill a third time on Monday
next.

The question being upon reading said bill on Monday next,

Was decided in the negative.

The question recurring on the motion to read said bill a third
time to-morrow, was decided in the affirmative.

H. R. file, No. 89, A bill for an act (o lecate a State road
therein named,

18
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Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Harbour,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
-ed, and title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 93, A Dbill for an act to compel persons enter-
ing the improvements of settlers, to pay for the same,
Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Sprott,
The last section was struck from said bill. )
Mr. Jay moved to refer to the committee on the Judiciary.
Disagreed to.
Mr. Wright moved to lay on the table.
Disagreed to.
Mr. Sprott moved to suspend the 13th rule, and read the bill
a third time now.
Disagreed to.
Mr. Shields moved to refer said bill to the committee on Mil-
itary Affairs.
Disagreed to.
Mr. Wright moved that the Senate resolve itself into a com-
mittee of the whole, for the consideratien.-thereof.
Disagreed to.
Mr. Bradley moved to refer said bill tothe commiltee on Pub-
lic Buildings.
Disagreed- to.
Mcr. Sprott moved that said bill be ordered to a third reading
on Monday next.
Disagreed to.
On motion of Mr. Jay,
Said bill was referredto a committee of the whole Senate, and
made the special order for to-morrow, at 2 o’clock, P, M.
H. R. file, No. 99, A bill for an act for the relief of Appe-
noose county, )
Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Bradley,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary,
H. R. file, No. 73, A billto locate a State road, [rom Burling-
ton, in Des Moines county, te Fort Madison,
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Was read a second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Espy,

The 13th rule was snspended, said bill read a thirdtime, pass-
ed and title agreed to. ‘

H. R. file, No. 101, Joint Resolution for-the suppression of
human slavery, .

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Royston,
Said Joint Resolution was indefinitely postponed.
On motion of Mr. Wright,

Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act,
creating a Board of Public Works, approved February 24, 1847,
and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved January 24,
1848, ’

Was taken from the table.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned, till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning..

SATURDAY MORNING, Ducraser . 30, 1848,

Semate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Bradley, for Mr. Shields, from the commitiee on Iin-
grossed Bills, reported

Senate file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act regulating practice in the district courts in the Territory
of Towa, approved February 10, 1843,
" As correctly engrossed.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bill,

Reported that they had presented the following bills to the
Governor, for his signature:

Senate file, No. 21, Joint Resolution relative to the improve-
ment of the harbour at Dubuque.

Senate file, No. 34, An act for a State road therein named.
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Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for an-appropriu.
tion to improve the navigation of Skunk river.

Senate file, No. 24, Anact to locate and establish a State road
therein named.

Senate file, No. 33, An act amendatory {o an act entitled an
act to provide for the better settling and adjudication of the
claims set up to the dalf Br ced Lmds in Lee county.

Senate file, No. 42, An act to locate o State road from Pell'\,
in Marion county, to Fort Des Moines, in Polk county.

Senate file, No. 1), An act to establish a ferry at Boatman's
mill, onthe Des Moines river, in Lee county. )

Senate file, No. 306, An act to establish a state road and branch
thereof.

Senate file, No. 32, An aet to Iocate a State road therein
named. )

Myr. Crawflord, frem the eommittee on Claims, to whom was
referred,

H. R. {ile, No. 23, Joint Resolution for the 1e11uf of Harvey
Leonard, with the accompanying papers,

Reported the same back, and recommended its indefinite post-
ponement.

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mitiee,

Was decided in the affirmative.

So said bill was indefinitely postponed.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. Presideni—

I herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 74, Au act to create the office of State print-
cr, define his duties, and establish the prices of public printing,

Also, y

H. R. file,-No. 64, An act to amend an act to incorporate the
town of Davenport,

The same having passed both hranches of the General Assem-
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

Mr. Alger, from the select committee, to whom was referred
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H. R. file, No. 78, A bill for an act to extend the time for
putting in a lock in the Iowa City Manufacturing Company mill-
dam,

Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend-
ed ils passage.

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended; said bill read a third time,
passed, and title agreed to.

The question before the Senate, (of the preceding day,) be-
ing on concurring in the report of the committee of the whole
* Senate, on

Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act
crealing a Board of Public Works, approved February 24,
1847, and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved Jan-
nary 24, 1848,

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

Said report and bill were laid on the table, till Tuesday next.

H. R. file, No. 80, A bill to create the fifth judicial district,

Was read a third time, and,

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, Royston, and Mr. President—?9.

Nays—DMessrs. Jay, Sanford, Wheeler and Wright—4.

So said bill'was passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act regulating practice in the district courts,

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.

. H. R. file, No. 54, A bill for an act concerning claims on the
Hall Breed Tract,
Was read a third time, and
On motion of Mr. Espy,

Recommitted, '

H. R. file, No. 48, A bill for an act to rvesirain swine from
running at large, in Clinton county,

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Wheeler,
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The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time.
passed, and title agreed to.

II. R. file, No. 76, A bill to fund the State debt,

Was read a second time, and

. On motion of Mr. Wright,

The Senate resolved itself into.a commiitee of the wheole, Mr.
Harbour in the chairy

And after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,

Reported the same back, with one amendment thereto, and
requested the concurrence of the Senate therein.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Sanford moved to adjourn until 2 o’clock, P. M.

M. Espy moved to adjourn until Tuesday next, 2 o’clock P. M.

The question being on the motion, to adjourn till Tuesday
next, 2 o’clock, P. M.,

Was.decided in the negative:

The question then recurring on the motion to adjourn till 2
o’clock, P. M.,

Was decided in the affirmative.

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred, ‘

H. R. file, No. 54, A Dbill for an act concerning claims on the
Half Breed Tract,

On leave obtained,

Reported the same bak with one amendment thereto,

Which was concurred in, and,

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill was read a third time,

passed, and title agreed to.
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On motion of Mr. Wright,
Mr. Sanford was excused for the wecek next eusuing.
On motion of Mr. Jay,

The following resolution was takerr from the table :

Resolved, By the Serate, the House concurring, that the
General Assembly will adjourn sine die, on the 10th of January
next. .

On the adoption of said resolulicn, the ycas and nays were
requested, and being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Wright, and Mr. President—11.

Nays—o0.

H. R. file, No. 83, A bill for an act to compel persons, enter-
ing the improvements of settlers to pay for the same,

Being the special order, in committee of the whole, the Senate

Resolved itself accordingly,

Mr. Jay in the chair,

And after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to the commiltec on Claims.

The President announced a confidential communication from
His Excellency, Governor Briggs;

Whereupon the Senate resolved itsell’ into an execulive ses-
sion.

The session rose, and,

The Senate,

On motion,
Adjourned till Tuesday next, 10 o'clock, A, M.
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TUESDAY, MORNING, Jasvany, 2, 1849,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Wright presented the petition of George Anderson and
249 other citizens of the counties of Lee, Henry, Van Buren,
and Jefferson, praying for a State road from Keokuk, in Lee
county, to intersect the State road from Glasgow to Iairfield;

Which was read for information, and,

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Roads.

Mr. Shields presented the petition of P. Campbell, and 180
other citizens of Clayton county, praying for the removal of the
seat of justice of said county.

Which was read for information, and,

On his motion,

Referred to the Senators from Dubuque and Jackson couhn-
ties.

Mr. Shields presented a petition from B. J. O’Halloran, and
50 other citizens of Dubuque county, praying the General As-
sembly to memorialize the General Assembly of the State of
Wisconsin, to use their influence to obtain a continuation of the
Dubuque and Keokuk railroad, to the lakes at Milwaukie.

On his motion,

Referred to the Senators from Dubuque and Jackson coun-
ties.

Mr. Wheeler, with the consent of the Senate, presented the
claim of Charles Jewit.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Relerred to the committee on Claims.

On motion of Mr. Sanford,

Resolved, That the Seeretary of State be requested {o furnish
the President, members, and Secretary of the Senate, each with
one of Dayless Robbins Barnum’s, or Spencer’s pens. '
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Mr. Wright, from the select committee to whom was referred

The petltlon of Thomas Dean, and others, citizens of the
town of Putsburg, asking a vacation of a part of said town, re-
ported,

Scnate file, No. 50, A bill for an act to vacate a part of the
town of Pittsburg, in Van Buren county.

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion, -

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time;
passed, and tiile agreed to. ‘

Mr. Shields, with leave of the Senate, presenied certain
claims, cxpenses of the Supreme court; at Dubuque.

On motion, )

Referred to the commitice on Claims.

Senate file, No. 387, A bill for an act amendatory to an act
entitled an act to create a Board of Public Works, approved
February 24, 1847, and repealing an act amendatory thereto,
approved January 24, 1848, being in order, .

Mr. Cassady moved 2 eall of the Senate.

When it appeared that Mr. Harbour was absent.

That gentleman appeuring, the further call was suspended.

On motion of Mr. Espy,

The vote had on Saturday, relative to adjournment;

Was reconsidered.

Mer. Royston moved to amend by stnkmw out “ten;’’ and in=
serting “fifteen.” ;

Upon the adoption of this amendment;

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordexcd \\ cre
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,
Howel, Jay, Royston, and Mr. President—9.

Nays—Dlessrs. Bradley, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott;
Wheeler and Wright—7.

M. Harbour moved to lay said resolution on the table.

The yeas and nays were xequctted and being ordered, were
as follows ¢

Yeas—Messrs, Cassady, Harbour, Howel, and Mr, Presi-
dent—4

19
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Nays—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Juy, Roys-
ton, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler and Wright—
12,

So said motion was disagreed to.

The questionbeing onthe adoption of the resolution as amended,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows : .

Yeas—Messrs, Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Jay, Roys-
ten, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright, and
Mr. President—13.

Nays—DMessrs. Cassady, Harbour and Howel—3.

And said resolution was adopted.

'I'he question then being taken separately on concurring inthe
amendments made by a committee of the whole Senate, to Sein-
ate file No. 37,

Was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Cassady moved to strike out the 11th seetion of said bill,

Upon which the yeas and nays were Tequested, and being or-
dered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Harbour, Jay,
Shields, and Sprott—7

Nays—DMessrs. Alger, Howel, Royston, Sanford, Wheeler,
Wright and Mr. President—7.

And said motion was disagreed to.

“Mr. Harbour moved to strike out the 15th section of said bill.

Message fromthe House of Representatives by Mr. Leffiing-
well, chief clerk. .

My. Presideni—

I am directed to inform the Scuate, that the House of Rep-
resentatives has concurred in the resolution of the Senate, pro-
viding for the adjournment of the General Assembly. onthe 15tk
inst.

The House of Representalives has passed,

IH. R. file, No. 105, A Dbill for an act, to establish ceriain
State roads therein nuwned.

In which the concurrence of the Scnate is requested.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P, M.



THE SENATE, N

TWO OCLOCK, P. M,

r. Wright offered lhe following amendment to the 15th sec-
tion of

Senate file, No. 39, Add, < That the amount of bonds issued
by said Board, should never exceed the value of said lands at
&1 25-100 per acre.

Which was adopted.

The question recurring on the motion to . strike out the ]5th
section of said hill.

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Fspy, Harbour, Shields,
Springer, Sprott and Wheeler—38

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Crawford, Howel; Jay, Royston, San-
ford, Wright and Mr. President—-8.

And said motion was disagreed to.

On motion of Mr. Royston,

Said bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time
to-morrow.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills,

Reported

Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution to improve the Des
Moines and Rock river rapids, in the Mississippi river.

Senate file, No. 41, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to provide for the management of the State Library, and
the election of a librarian:

Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution providing compensation
for the commissioners appointed to select the Des Moines rivex
lands. A

Senate file, No. 28, A bill for an act to authorize Wm. Green
to improve Cedar river,

As correctly enrolled.
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Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Claims, to whom was
referred

H. R. file, No. 93, A bill for an act to compel persons enter-
ing the improvements of settlers, to pay for the same,

Reported the same back, and reconnncnde its indefinite post-
panement,

Which was agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lef-
fingwell, chief clerlk:

JMr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed,

H. R. file, No. 91, A bill for an act to locate a certain State
road therein named.

IH. R, file, No. 95, A bill for an act supplemental to an get
cntitled an act for the appointment and duties of Sheriffs, and

. R. file, No. 108, A Lill for an act authorizing William F.
Brackenridge, to construct a canal,

Also, the following resolution:

Resolved, By the House, the Senate concurring, that the Secre-
tary of State be required to furnish the oflicers of this House and
the Scnate, with the” same stationery that has been furnished
the members of said IHouse and Senate,

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

On motion of Mr. Shields,

H. R. file, No. 79, A bill for an act supplemental to the act
of February 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amen-
datory to an act to establish common schools, apnroved, January
16, 1840,

Was taken from the table, and

Recommitted.

Mr. Royston, on leave obtained, introduced '

Senate file, No. 51, Joint Resolution in relation to a mail
roufe, '

Which was read a first and second time, and

On his motion,

The 18th rule was suspended, said Joint Resolution read a

third time, passed, and title agreed to.



THE SENATE. 149

. H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to preserve the purity of
elections, was read a first and second time, and
On motion of Mr. Wright,

Amended as follows :

Add to the 9th specification of section 2d, “unless the elector
offering to vote out of his proper township, shall satisfy the judg-
es by affidavit, or otherwise, that he is unable to arrive at his
own township, intime to vote, and that he did not leave the same
for the purpose of voting out of his township, nor on any busi-
ness connected with said election.”

Upon the adoption thereof,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, Jay, Sanford, Wheeler,
Wright, and Mr, President—7.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel,
Royston, Shields, Springer, and Sprott—9.

Mr. Wright moved to strike out the 18th section of said bill.

Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, and being or-
dered, were as follows :

Yeas——Messrs. Alger, Pradley, Crawford, Jay, Royston,
Sanford, Shields, Sprott, and Wright—9.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Springer,
Wheeler, and Mr. President—7. -

And said motion was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Springer,

The 17th section of said bill was amended as follows:

Insert after the word ¢ who’’ the words ¢ before or,”’

Mr. Wright moved to amend the 6th section, as follows:

Between the words ¢ shall’” and “ open” in the first line, in-
sert ¢ or mark the ballot of any elector, for the purpose of as-
certaining for whom the elector votes, or’”

Which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

The 16th section of said bill was stricken out.

Mr. Crawford moved to strike out the 2d section.

CUpon this question, the yeas and nays being requested, were
ordered, and were as follows:
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Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, Jay, Sanford, Shields,
Sprott and Wheeler—T7.

Nays——Messrs, Alger, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel.
Royston, Springer, Wright, and Mr. President—9.

And the question was decided in the negative.

Onmotion of Mr. Cassady.

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

Mr. Harbour moved to adjourn.

Disagreed to.

: H. R. file, No. 91, A bill for an act vacaiing a part of a cer-
tain road, therein named,

Was read a first and second time, and,.

On motion of Mr. Wheeler,

The 13thrule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed, and title agreed to. ’

H. R. file, No. 95, A bill for an act supplemental and amenda-
tory to an act entitled an act for the appoiniment and duties of
Sherifls,

Was. read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Referred to the committce on the Judlclaly

II. R. file, No. 108, A bill anthorizing William F. Brecken-
ridge to make a canal,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Sproft,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Bradley, from the select committee, to whom was refer-
red

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Cono‘ress for the establish-
ment of certain military posts,

Reported the same back, with joint resolution.

The question being on concurrmg in thereport of the commit-
tee,

Was decided in the affirmative.

H. R. file, No. 105, A bill for an act to establish certain state
roads therein named,

Was read a first and second time.

The question being on concurring in the resolution of the
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Fouse, graiting stationery to the officers of the Geuneral Assem-
bly,
Was decided in the negative.
On motion of Mr. Crawford,
Referred to the committee on Roads.
On motion of Mr. Harbour,
The Senate adjourned till to-morrow, ten o’cleck, A. M.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, Jasvarvy 3, 1849,

L]
Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mzr. Bradley, presented the petition of G. C. Montague, and
160 other citizens of the State of lowa, praying for the passage
of a law, making it the duty of the Board of Commissioners of
the county of Jackson, to provide for the erection of a substan-
tial and permanent bridge across the Maquoketa river, at Bridge-
port, in Jackson county,

Which was read for information, and,

On his motion,

Referred to a select commiltee, and

Messrs. Bradley, Springer, and Harbour, were appointed said
committee. . :

Mr. Springer presented the account of Joseph T. Fales, for
certain services required by law, and

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on claims.

Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was relerred,

H. R. file, No. 108, A bill for an act authorizing W. ¥. Brack-
enridge to make a canal,

Reported the same back without amendment, and recomnmend-
ils passage; also, '
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H. R. file, No. 95, A bill for an act, supplemental snd amend-
atory to an act, entitled an act, for the appointment and duties of
,sheriffs.

Mzr. Howel, from the committee on Roads, to whom was re~
ferred

The petition of John Wright and others, praying for a review
of the State road, leading from Iowa City to Bloomington,

‘Reported,

Senate file, No. 52, A bLill *for an act to establish a certain
road, therein named,

Which was read a first and sccond time, and,

On his motion,

Said bill was considered as engrossed, and ordered to a third
reading to-morrow. :

Mr. Espy, from the committee on elections, to whom was re-
ferred,

H. R. file, No. 35, A Dill for an act, to amend an act, entitled
an act, providing for, and regulating general elections,

Reported the same back, with one amendment, and asked the
concuirence of the Senate therein,

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred Senate file, No. 17, A bili for an act relative to the
Penitentiary, and

Senate file, No. 46, A bill amendatory to anact, relative to the
Penitentiary,

Reported a substitute.

Senate file, No. 57, A bill for an act relative to the Pemniten-
tiary,

Which was accepted, read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made a spe-
cial order, for 2 o’clock, P. M.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefiing-
well, chief clerk.

My, President—

1am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-

sentatives has passed the following resolution:
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Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the two houses meet
in ihe Hall of the House of Representatives, on Thursday, the
4thinst., at 2 o’clock . M., for the purpose of electing a State
printer. .

The question being on concurring in the resolulion adopted
by the House, for a joint convention of the General Assembly,

Was decided in aifirmative.

H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to preserve the purity of
elections,

Was read a third time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Recommitted to the committee on Elections, and,

. R. file, No. 35, A bill for an act, amendatory of an act,
éntitled an act providing for, and regulating general elections,

Was taken from the table, and,

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Referred to the committee on Elections, with instructions to
incorporate the provisions of the same into 1. R. file, No. 11,
An act to preserve the purity of Elections.

Senate tile, No. 49, Memorial and Joint Resolution to Con-
gress, for the establishment of certuin military posts,

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of My. Bradley,

The 13th rule was suspended, said memorial rcad 2 third time,
passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No 108, A bill authorizing W I". Brackenridge,
to make a canal,

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wheeler,

Ordered to a third reading to- monom .

H. R. file, No. 95, A bill for an act buppxuncntal und amend-
atory to an act entitled an act, for the appointment and duties ol
sherifls,

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. .
Mr. Crawford, homt 1¢ committee oxilucorporatious, to whom

waus relcrred
20
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H. R. file, No. 90, A bill for an act to amend an act, entitled:
an act for the incorporation of the town of Bloomington, approv-
ed January 23d, 1839,

Reported the same back, without amendent.

Said bill was read a sccond time, and,

On mofion of Mr. Alger,
‘Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

Mr. Royston, with the consent of the Senate, introduced,

Senate file No. 53, A bill for an act for the organization of
Lucas county,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,
The last section of said bill was siricken out, and,
On motion of Mr. Cook,

‘Referred to the committee, on new counties.

Myr. Bradley, with consent, introduced

Senate file, No. 54, A bill for an act to establish normal
schools, *

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion, .

Referred to a select commiitee, and,

Messrs. Bradley, Jay, and Alger, were appointed said eom-
militee.

Mr. Shields, with the consent of the Senate, introduced

Senate file, No. 55, A bill for an act to authorize Robert
Bunker to keep a ferry across the Mississippiriver, at Bunker’s
landing, in Clayton county,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Crawford,

Orderced to be engrossed, and read a third time to-morrew.

Mr. Shields, on leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 56, A bill for an act to lay out, and establish
a State road, from Dubuque eity to Bunker’s landing, in Clayton:
county,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Bradley,
Said bill was considered as engrossed, and
Ordered to-a third reading to-morrow.
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Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk :
M. President—

I herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 80, An act to create the fifth judicial district.

H. R. file, No. 75, An act tolocate a State road leading from
Burlington in Des Moines county, to.Fort Madison in Lee
county.

H. R. file, No. 65, An act relative to the decree of parlmou
of the Half Breed Tract of land, situatedin Lee county.

Substitute for H. R. file, No. 69, Joint Resolution for a mail.
Toute..

H. R. file, No. 32, Anact to authorize William P. Wilson to
keep a ferry across the Des Moines river, at Monterey.

H. R. file, No. 88, An act legalizing the acts of the county -
commissioners court, of Des Moines county.

H. R. file, No. 89, An act to locate a State road, therein na-
med.

H. R. file, No. 77, An act to authorize Israel Atherton, to es-
tablish and keep a ferry across the Mississippi river, at-a point
in Scott county, opposite Cordovia, in the State of Illinois.

The same having passed both branches of the General Assem-
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives.

On motion of Mr. erght .

H. R. file, No. 58, A bill for an act regulating grocery license,

Was taken from the table, and read a second time, and

Mr. Cook, moved to amend the first section of said bill, by ad-
ding: “Provided that the commissioners in each and every
«county, in this State, may in their discretion, refuse to grant li-
cense to any person.”’

Upon the adoption of which,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cook, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Spring-
«er, Wheeler, Wright, and Mr. President—9.

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,
llewel, Shiclds, and Sprott—S.

¥
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And said amendment was adopted.
On motion of Mr. Sprolt,

The word *forty” was stricken out {rom the first section of
said Dbill, and ¢ fifty” inserted.

Mr. Cassady, moved to strike out ““{ifly,” and insert “twen-
ty-five,”

Which motion was deeided as out of order.

The question to strike out, being entertained,

Mr. Springer desired to appeal {rom the decision of the chair,

Which being granted,

The question was upon sustaining said decision, and

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Espy, Howel, and Roysten
—b.

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Ceok, Crawford, Harbour, Jay, San-
ford, Shields Springer, Sprott, Whecler, and Wright—11.

So the decision was not sustained.

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Said bill was referred to a select-committee, and,

» Messsrs. Wright, Crawford, Jay, Cassady, and Espy, were
appointed said commitiee.

Myr. Shields, {from the committee on engrossed bills,

Reported,

Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory of an act
creating a Board of Public Works, approved, February 24, 1847,
and repealing an act supplemental thercto, approved, January
24,1848, ‘

As correctly engrossed.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock P. M..
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TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

Mr. Espy, gave notice, that he would on to-morrow, or some
subsequent day, ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the
erection of a plank road from the town of Montrose, to Keo-
kuk, in Lee county.

My. Shields, from the committee on Schools, to whom was
referred,

H. R. {ile, No. 79, A Dbill for an act supplemental to the act of
TFebruary 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amendato-
ry to an act to establish common Schools ; approved January
16, 1840,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,,

Which were concurred in.

Senate file, No. 57, A bill for an act in relation to the Pem-
tentiary, being the special order,

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr.
Alger in the chair;

And after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,

Which was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Said - bill was ordered to a third reading, day after to-morrow.

Mr. Espy, with consent, introduced,

Senate file, No. 61, Preamble and Resolution, relative to the
territory of the United States,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On his motion,

Made a special order for a committee of the whole Senate, on
Saturday next.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clexk.
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My, President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the Iouse of Repre-
sentatives has passed,

H. R. file, No. 96, Joint Resolution aecepting a grant of land
therein named.

H. R. file, No. 102, A bill for an act to reloeate and extend a.
certain road therein named.

H. R. file, No. 104, A bill for an act to authorize the county
eommissioner’s court of Des Moines county to have a vote taken
in relation to having a court house built in said county.

H. R. file, No. 110, Joint Resolution for a mail route from
Bellevue, in Jackson gounty, to Independence, in Buchanan
county.

H. R. file, No. 113, A bill for an act anthorizing an addition-
a] tax for State purposes,

And, :

H. R. file, No. 118, A Lill for an act to-authorize the record-
erof Jones county to transcribe the records of said county.

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully
requested.

I herewith return

Senate file No. 29, A bill for an act and ordinance accepting
of the propositions made by Congress, on the admission of Tows,
as a State, into the Union.

The same having passcd the House of Bepresentatives, with
the following amendment, to wit: in the second section, after
the words ¢ late war,” insert ““ and the war with Great Britain.”

Mr. Sanford, on leave obtained, introduced,

Senate file, No. 58, A Dill for an act to fix the places of hold~
ing the district court in Van Buren county,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

Referred to 'the committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Cook, on leave obtained, introduced,

Scnate file, No. 59, A bill for an act to provide for the pay-
ment of the expenses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cam-
meron, a fugitive from justice {rom the State of Pennsylvania,

Which was read a first and second time,
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On his, motion,
" Referred to the committee on Claims.

Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory of an act
creating a Board of Public Works, approved February 24,
1847, and repealing an act supplememental thereto, approved
February 24, 1848, was read a third time.

The question being on the passage of said bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and beirg ordered, werce
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs, Alger, Cook, Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford,
Wright, and Mr. President—S3.

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,
Shields, Springer, Sprott, and Wheeler—9.

And the question was decided in the negative.

Mr. Royston,,with the consent of the Senate, introduced

Senate file, No. 60, A bill for an act to legalize and extend
additional claims on the Des Moines river lands,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Harbour,
Referred to a select eommittee, and
Messrs. Harbolir, Wright, and Bradley, were appointed said.

committee,
On motion of Mr. Jay,

Resolved, That the committee on schools be instructed to en-
quire into the expediency of incorporatng into the school law, a
provision making a special appropriation accruing out of the
interest of the School Fund, to provide for the education of mutes,
in this State, if any.

Mpr. Crawford having been called to the chair, Mr. Selman
introduced,

Senate file, No. 62, A bill for an act to amend an act crea-
ting a board of public works,

« Which was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Selman,

Referred to a committec of the whele Senate, und made the

special order for to-morrow at 10 o’clock, A. M.
On metion, /
The Scnate adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.
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THURSDAY, MORNING, Jasvary, 4, 1849,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Wheeler, presented the petition of F, B. Bleecker, and
twenty-five other citizens of Clinton county, praying for an act
to authorize Augustus Phelps to establish and keep a ferry across
the Mississippi river, at the town of Lyons, in Clinton county,

Which was read for information, and

On his motion,

Laid on the table.

Mr. Springer presented the memorial of Wm. G. Woodward,
of the revising committee,

Which was read for information, and

On his motion,

Referred to a select committee, and

Messrs. Springer, Bradley, and Wheeler, were appointed said
committee.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for an appropriation to
improve the Des Moines and Rock River Rapids, in the Missis-
sippi river.

Senate file, No. 28, An act to authorize William Greene, his
heirs or assigns, to improve Cedar river, by the erection of u
dam and lock. N

Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution, providing compensation
for the commissioners appointed to select the Des Moines river
lands.

Senate file, Nu. 41, An act to amend an act to provide for the
management of the State Library, and the election of a librarian,
approved February 15, 1847.

The same having received the signature of the speaker of
the House of Representatives.
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On motion of Mr. Espy,

The vote taken on yesterday, onthe passage of

Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an zet amendatory of an act
to amend an act entitled un act, to create a board of public
works, approved February 24th, 1847, and repealing an act
amendatory thereto, approved February 2%th, 1848,

Was reconsidered, and, '

On motion of Mr. Sunferd,

Referred to a select commiltee, and,

Messrs. Sanford, Alger, Cook, Howel, Jay, Royston, Wright,
and Selman,

Were appointed said committee.

Mr. Howel, from the commitiee on loads, lo whom was re-
ferred the petition of George C. Anderson, praying the estub-
lishment of a State road {rom ¥ eokuk, to intersect the road
from Glasgow to Fairfield in Jefferson county,

Reported

Senate file, No. 63. A Dill for an act to establish a State road
therein name,

On motion of Br. Sanford,

Laid on the table.

Mr. Shields, [rom the comumitice en Bngrossed bills,

Reported

Senate file, INo. 55, A hiil to wutherize Robert Bunker, his
heirs and assigns, to keep a ferry across the Mississippi river,
at Bunker’s landing, in Clayton county,

As correctly engrossed.

Mr. Wheeler, with leave, introduced -

Senate file, No. 64, A biil {or an act to authorize A. Phelps,
to keep a ferry at the town of Liyons, in Clinton county,

Which was read a first and sccond time, und,

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Incorporations.

Mr. Sanford, from the select commiltee to whom was referred

The communication of 1llis Excellency, Governor Briggs, ac-
companying a letter from Captain Roberts, United States rifles.
presenting tothe State of lowa a sword and set of armour, tro-
phies taken in the late war with Bexicn, reported

21
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Senate file, No. Gg, Joint Resolution of thanks to Captain
Roberts.

The question being on concurring in the report of the commit-
tee, ’

Was decided in the afiirmative.

Mr. Harbour, from the committee on new counties, te -whom
was referred

Senate file, No. 53, A bill for.an act for the organization of
Lucas county, )

‘Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommen-
ded its passage.

Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred

Senate file, No. 58, A bill for an-act to fix the places of hold-
ing district courts in Van Buren ceunty,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommen-
ded its passage.

-Senate file, No. 62, A bill foran act to amend an act creating
a Board of Public Works, approved February 24, 1847,

Being in special order,

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of ‘the -whole, for
the consideration thereof,

Mcr. Sprott in the chair ;

-And after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendmests, and asked
the concurrence of the Senate therein;

Which was agreed to.
Mr. Roysten moved to sirike out the fourth section of said
bill, -

Upon this question,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Cook, Espy, Howel, Jay, Royslon,
Sanford, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler and Wright—11.

Nays—DMessrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Harbour, Shields
and Mr. President——6. '

And the question was decided in the uflirmative.
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Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk.
Mr. Prestdenf— .

Tam directed to inform the Senate, that-the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 121, Joint Resolution for a mail route.

H. R. file, No. 124, Joint Resolution for a mail route from
Sabula, in Jackson county, to Cascade in Du Buque county.

H: R. file, No. 125, A bill for an act to provide for a loan of
the school fund, arising from the sale of public.lands.
~ H. R. file, No. 127, Joint Resolution in relation-to a change
of mail conveyance.

H.R. ﬁlle, No. 129, A bili*for an act amendatory to an act en-,
titted an act creating a Board of Public Works, and providing
for the improvement of the Des Moines river.

H. R. file, No. 100, A bill for an act to amend an act to pro-
vide for collecting revenue, for State and county purposes.

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Mr. Royston moved to strike out, all after the word ¢ im-
provement,” in the second line in the second section, to the word
“and,” in the third line.

Upon this question,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered; were
as-follows : \

Yeas—Messrs: Alger, Bradley, Cook, Harbour, Howel, Jay,
Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright,
and Mr. President—14.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady. Crawford, and Espy,—3.

And said amendment was agreed to.

Mzr. Royston moved to strike- out the words ““iwenty-five”
in the second line of the first section, and insert ¢ fifty.”’

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Harbour, Howel, Jay,
Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright,
and Mr. President—13.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Crawford, and Espy—3.

And the amendment was agreed to.
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* in the seventh line

Mr. Royston moved to strike out *ten
in the third section, and insert ¢ twenty-five.”

Upon this question,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Jay, Royston, Saunford, Sprott, and
Wright—6., '

Nays—-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Cook. Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, Shields, Springer, Wheeler, and Mr. Presi-
dent-—11. .

And said amendment was disagreed to.

Mr. Royston moved to amend the sixth section by adding
. “Provided, That the bonds thus to be executed, shall never be
sold, pledged, or otherwise disposed of, for a less sum than that
set out on the face.”

Upon which question,

The yeas and nays were requested, and beirg ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Crawford,
Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer,
Sprott, Wheeler, Wright, and Mr. President—16.

Nays—O0.

-And suid amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Alger moved to amend the sixth section, by adding,
« Provided further, That the State shall in no case become lia-
ble for the payment of said bends.”

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Crawford,
Espy, Harbour, Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Spring=
er, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright, and Mr. President—17.

Nays—0.

And said amendment was adopted.

Mr. Royston moved to strike out section two, and insert

Senate -file, No. 60, A bill for an act to extend additional
claims upon the Des Moines river lands.

On molion,
The Renate adjourned till 2 o’clock. P. M.
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- TWO OCLOCK, P. M,

Message from the Honse of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk :
Mr. Presideni—

{ herewith return

Senate file, No. 47, which has passed the House, with the fol-
lowing amendment :

In section six, strike out the word * passage,” and insert the
words ‘ publication aceording to law,” and

H. R. file, No. 107, A bill for an act to provide for the pay-
ment of jurors in the district courts of Lee county.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Also, .

The House of Representatives has passed

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial and Joint Resolution for the
establishment of certain military posts, without amendment.

On motion of Mr. Wright,

The amendment proposed by Mr. Royston, to .

Senate file, No. 60, was so amended as fo read, ““said lands
shall not be sold for a less price than $1 25-100 per acre.”

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Said bill and amendments were laid on the table.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills,

Reported

Senate file, No. 39, Anact to authorize the Supreme Court to
hold special terms. ’ ;

Senate file, No. 32, An act fo establish a State road therein
named. '

Senate file, No. 40, An act to authorize the Secretary of State
to collect and arrange certain papers in his oflice.

Senate file, No. 31, An act to authorize the Auditor of State
to audit and allow expenses of the Supreme Court,
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As correctly envolled.

Mr. Shields, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No..66, A" bill for an act to provide for the reloca-
tion of the county seat of Clayton county,

Which was read a first and second time, and

Said bill was considered as engrossed, and

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

Mr. Alger, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 67, A bill for an act making an appropriation
for the public buildings at Jowa City,

Which was read a first and second time, and’

On motion of Mr. Cassady,

Laid on the table. :

Mr. Espy, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 68, A bill for an act for the construetion of 2
plank road from Montrose to Keokuk, in Lee county.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Laid on the table.

Mr. Cook, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No.69, A bill for an-act to incorporate the town of.
Cedar Rapids, in Linn county,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Incorporations.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives is now ready to reccive them in joint convention,
for the election of a State printer.

On motion of Mr. Crawford, .

The Secretary was requested to inform the House, that the
President and members of the Senate would meet the House of
Representatives forthwith, in the hall of the House.

The Secretary having performed that dutv,

The Senate, preceded by its President, Secretaries and Ser-
geant-at-arms,

Repaired to the hall of the House.
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"The Senate having taken the seats assigned them,

The President announced the purpose of the convention, and,

The roll was called, when it appeared that

Messrs. Browning and Fear, were absent,

Who were excused by the unanimous consent of the conven-
tion.

The convention then proceeded, by unanimous consent, to the
choice of State printer,

Messrs. Springer and Corse acling as tellers.

The roll of the convention having been called, and all the
members present having voted,

It appeared ‘that Mussls Palmer and Paul had recewed thir-
ty-seven votes,

Horace Greeley one vote,

Martin Van Buren one vote,

Ballard & Moriarty four votes,

My. Pipingin four votes,

Blank four votes,

R. W. Ogden one vote,

0ld Hawk one vote, and

Howel and Cowles one vote.

Those voting for Messrs. Palmer and Paul, were

Messrs. Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham,
Bradley, Cassady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davisson, Elmer.
Espy, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griflith, Harrison, Harbour, How-
el, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Morton, Penny,
Read, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shiclds, Walker, Wey-
and, Wood and Mr. President.

Mr. Allison voted for H. Greeley.

Myr. Bourne voted for Martin Van Buren,

Messrs. Burroughs, McCrary, Sanford and Wheeler voted for
Ballard and Moriarty.

Messrs. Cook, Jay, McManaman and Timmons voted for
Mr. Pipingin, of Cedar county.

Messrs. Springer, Stevenson, Woodworth and Williams voted
blank.

Myr. Sprott voted for R. W. Ogden.

Mr. Thompson voted for Old Hawk.
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Mr. Wright voted for Howel and Cowles.

The President announced that Messrs. Palmer and Paul; ed-
itors and publishers of the Iowa Capital Reporter, having re-
ceived a majority of all the votes cast, ’

Were elected State printers in and for the State of Towa.

The purpose for which the joint convention assembled, having
been accomplished,

The Senate, in order, returned.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

The vote taken on

Senate file, No. 68, A bill for an act for the construction of
a plank road, ’

On motion to lay on the table,

Was reconsidered, and,

On motion of Mr. Espy,

Said bill was referred to a select commiitee, and -

Messrs. Espy, Sproit and Jay, were appointed said commit-
tee.

Mr. Shields, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 70, A bill for an act to provide for the ma-
king of a rail road from Dubuque to Keokuk,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Crawford,

Referred to a select committee, and

Messrs, Crawford, Shields, Cook, Alger and & *pl ott

Were appointed said commitiee.

Mr. Alger, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution for the appointment of
a librarian, .

Which was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a
third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 56, An act to lziy out and establish a State
road from Dubuque city to Bunker’s landing in Clayton county,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 52, A bill for an act to establish a State road
therein named,
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Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 95, A bill for an act supplemental and amend-
atory to an act entitled an act for the appointment and duties of
sheriffs, ‘

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to:

H. R. file, No. 90, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to incorporate the town of Bloomington, approved Janu-
ary 23, 1849,

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.

H. R. tile, No. 108, A bill for an actto authorize W. I,
Brackenridge to make a canal,

Was read a third time, passéd and title agreed to.

Senate file, No: 55, A bill for anact to authorize Robert Bun-
ker, his heirs and assigns, to keep a ferry across the Mississip-
pi river, at Bunker’s landing in Clayton county;

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Senate file, No. 62, A bill for an act to amend an act creating
2 Board of Public Works, approved February 24, 1847,

Was taken from the table and referred to a select committee;
and .

Messrs. Wright, Sanford, Harbour, Cassady and Bradley,

Were appointed said committee.

On motion of Mr. Sanford,

Senate file, No. 58, A bill for an actto fix the places of hold-
ing the district court in Van Buren county,

Was read a second time, and

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended and said bill read a third time.

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Mdssrs. Bradley, Cussady, Cook, Howel, Jay, Roys-
ton, Sanford, Springer, Sprott and Wheeler—10

Nays—Messrs. Crawford, Shields and Wright—3.

And said bill was passed and title agreed to.

On motion,

The Senate adjourned, till 10 o’clock, to-morrow moruning.
22
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FRIDAY MORXNIKG, Jasvary 5, 18349,

‘Sénate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Wright, from the select committee, to whom was vefet-
red

Senate file, Noo €2, A bill for an act providing for the re-or-
ganization of lhe Board of Public Works, and repealing so much
of such acts as conflict with the provisions of the same,

‘Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,
and asked the concurrence of-the Senate thercin,

Which was agreed to.

Cn his quction,
Said bill was crdered to be engrossed, wnd read a third time
to-morrow.

Mpr. Springer, from the scleet commiitee, to whom was re«
ferred the memorial of Wm. €. Woodward, one of the revising
committee,

Reported

The following resolution :

Resolved, That the committee on Ways and Means, be insruc-
ted to insert inthe appropriation bill, an appropriation of the
sum of five hundred dollars, for cach member of the committee
of revision, as a compensation in part for their services in draft-
ing, revising and preparing a code of laws for the Statc of Iowa,

Which was edopted.

Mr. Crawford, {rom the committee on Incorporatiens, to whom
was referred

Senate file, No. 54, A bill for an act to authorize A. Phelps
to keep a ferry across the Mississippl river, at the town of L\-
ons, in Clinton county,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Elections, to whom was
referred
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H. R. file, No. 11, A Bill for an zct to preserve the purity
of elections, and

H. R. file, No. 35, A bLill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act providing for and regulating general elections,

Reported the same back, withont apendment, and recom-
mended their passage.

Mr. Wheeler, with Icqve introduced

Scnate file, 7\0. 72, A DIl for an act to authorize R. R.
Jenks to erect a toll bridge across the Wapsipinicon river.

YWhich,was read a first and second {lme. and

On his motion,

Said bill was read a third time, passed, and tille agreed to.

Mr. Espy, from the select commiliee, to whom was referred

Senate file, No. 68, A bill for an act for the construction of
a plank road from Montrose to Keokuk, in Lee county,

Reported the same back, w ithout amendment, and recommen-
ded its passage.

Mr. Wright, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, Ne. 73, A bill for an act fixing the times of held-
ing the district courts of this State,

VWhich was read a first and second time.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

The last section was amended, by <trikinw out the \vords

¢ Jackson County Demoerat,” and inserting ¢ Miners’ Expess.”
On motion of Mr., Coolk,

Said section was further amended, by striking out the “Jowa
State Gazette,”” and insert “Jowa Capital Reporter.”

Mr. Wright moved

That the 13th rule be suspended,. said Lill be ordered to be
engrossed, and read a third time this afternoon.

Mr. Espy moved

That said bill be ordercd to a third reading on Monday next.

The question being on reading said bill on Monday next,

Was decided in the negalive.

The question then recurring on the suspension of the rule,
and ordering said billto be engrossed, and read a third time this
afternoon,

Was decided in the affirmafive,
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Mr. Shields, on leave obtained, introduced
Senate file, No. 74, A bill for a special act, for the county of
. Du Buque,
Which was read a first and second time, and
On motion of Mr, Crawford,

Said bill was considered as engrossed, and ordered to a third
reading to-morrow.

Mr. Springer, on leave obtained, introduced

-Senate file, No. 75, A bill for an act to allow the people of
Towa, to express their opinion upon the subject of a convention
to amend the constitution of this State,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On his motion,

Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the
special order for Monday next, at two o’clock, P. M,

Mr. Springer, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 76, A bill for an act for the relief of occupy-
ing claimants of land,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

Senate file, No. 57, A bill for an act relative to the Peniten-
tiary,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 66, A bill for an act to provide for the re-lo-
cation of the county seat of Clayton county,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 79, A bill for an act supplemental to the act
of February 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amend-
atory to an act to establish "common schools, approved January
16, 1840, was read a second {ime, and

On motion of Mr. Wright,

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole,

Mr. Cook in the chair.

And after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman

Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.
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Mr. Harbour moved to adjourn, which was disagreed to.
Mr. Wright moved to amend the 7th section, by striking out
the proviso to said section.
Mr. Jay moved to amend the proviso, by striking out the
word ¢ interest,”’ * ‘
Which was disagreed to.
The question being taken on the amendment proposed by Mr,
Wright,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :
Yeas—Messrs. Fispy, Sanford, Wright and Mr. President—4.
Nays-—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, Jay, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott and
Wheeler—13.
And the amendment was disagreed to.
On motion of Mr. Bradley,
Said bill was ordered to a third reading to-morrow.
On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.,

TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment,

Mr. Cook, on leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 81, A bill for an act to improve the breed of
hogs,

Which was read: a first and second time.

Mr. Cook moved to refer said bill to the committee on Incor-
porations,

Which was disagreed to.

Mr. Crawford moved to refer said bill to the committee on
Internal Improvements.

Disagreed to.

»
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On motion of My, Harbour,
Said bill was laid on the table, and made subject to.the order
of tho Senate.
Siv. Wright, from tl e seleet committee to whom was referred
1. R. file, No. 38, A bill for an act to regulate grocery li-
censes,
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments, and asked

the coneurrence of the Sen

o therein.

on, conewyring separaiely in the

The question being
smencisents,

Upon the guestion 7 in the first section,

and inserting < twendy-five.”
:d nays were reauested, and being ordered, were

cas Icssu Cassady, Crawford, Harbour, Howel, Roy-

~

t and Bir. President—"7.

ston, '\'\'ri\' h
Nays—3essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cock, Jay. Fhields, Springer,
Bprott and Wheeler——3.
And said améndment voas disagreed to.

Pl

The other amendiments proposcd by the committee, were con-
curred in.
On motion of BEr. Springer,
The 13th rule was suspended, and sald bifl read a third time,
The auestion being on the passage of the bill,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
olovrs”

s

ped m

YRS ——

fessrs, Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Ispy, Royston,
Sanford, Shiclds, Springer, Bprott, Wheeler and Wright—11,

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Harbour, Howel, Jay and
ATy, President—=6,

Mo sard bill was passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Shields, from the commiltee on engrossed bills, reported

enate file, No. 73, A Dbill for an act jixing the times of the

district courts, as correct Iy mvtrosscu, and

Haid bill was read a third time.

Mr. Espy moved to refer to a select committee,,

Which was disagreed to.

"The guestion being on the passage of said hill,
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The yeus and nays werc requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :
Yeas—DNessrs, Alger, Iradiey. Cassady, Cook, Crawford,

bol

Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Wheeler and
Wright
Nays—2
Message ¢ House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-

L(.

ur, Sprott and By, President—:4.

well, c¢hief clerle:
A

Benate, that the House of Kepre-

v

scntutlv es has puned

. R file, Mo, 88, Joint Resolution relative to books in the
Libra‘;y.

H. R. file, No. 122, A bill for an act to repeal an act entitled
¢ an act for the relief of the pecr.”

H. R. file, WNo. 133, A BLill {or an act to incorporate the town
of Guttenburgh.

H. R. file, No. 125, A bill for an act to establish a State road
{rom the Mississippi river, in Clayton county, to Quasqueton, in
Buchanan county.

In which the coneurrence of the Senate is requested.

I herewith return

Senate {ile, No. 50, A bill for an act to vacate a part of the
town of Pittsburg, in Van Buren county.

Senate file, No.57, Joint Resolution for a mail route, and

Benate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution for the appointment of a
Librarian. '

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with-
out amendment.

T herewith return

Senate file, No. 31, An act to authorize the Auditor of State,
to audit and allow the expenses of the Supreme Court.

Senate file, No. 32, An act to establish & State road therein
named.

Senate file, No. 39, An act to authorize the Supreme Court
to hold special terms.

Senate file, No. 40, An act to authorize the Secretary of
State, to collect and arrange certain papers in his ofiice.
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The same having received the signature of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

I herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 63, An act to restrain swine frot running at
large in Clinton county.

H. R. file, No. 76, An act to fund the debt of the State.

H. R. file, No. 78, An act to extend the time for putting in
the lock in the Iowa City manufacturing company mill dam.

H. R. file, No. 91, An uct vacaling a part of a certain read
therein named.

The same having passed both branehes of the General As-
sembly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House
of Representatives.

Mr. Sanford, onleave, introduced

Senate file, No. 77, A bill for an act o authorize Chaney G.
Dibble to keep a ferry across the Des Mouines river at Farming-
ton, in Van Buren county,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On his motion, .

The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time.

The question being on the passage of said billy

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered; were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Howel; Roys-
ton, Sanford, Springer, Sprott end Wheeler—10.

Nays—DMessrs. Bradley, Harbour, Shields, Wright and Mr.
President—>5.

And s2id bill was passed and title agreed to.

Mr. Espy gave notice that he would on to-morrow or scme
subsequent day, introducea bill for the establishment of a court
in Lee county, to be styled the Keokuk «ity court.

Mr. Cassady, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 78, A bill for an act to authorize C. J. Mc-
Farland, his heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry

across the Mississippi river, at Montrose, in Lee county.

Mr. Sprott moved to refer said bill to the commitiee on Incor-
porations.

Which was disagreed to.
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The 18th rule was suf@pt aded and said bill read a third time.

The question being on th age of the bill,

The veas and nays were reque ‘Lcl and being ordered, wers
as follows:

Veas—niessrs. Cassady,

vston and Sanferds—3.
Nays—Nessrs. Alzer, Dradley, Ceok, Ispy, Harbour,

Shields, Springer, Bproit, Wheeler, Wright and Mr. President

—11.
And the question wes decided in the negative.
Mir. Cook, with leave, intreduced
Senate file, No. 79, A bLiil for an act to authorize James H.

Gower, Charles W, Gower and Robert Gower, or their heirs

or assigns, to improve Cedar river by a leck and dam,
Which was read a first and second time, and
On his motion,
Referred to the commiitce on Incorporations:
H. R. file; Mo. 110, Joint Resoluticn ior a mail route from
Bellvue in Jacikson counly, to Independence in Buchanan county,
Was read a first and second time, and
On motion of Bir. Sradicy,

The 18t rule was suspended, said biil read = third time, pass-
ed and title agrecd to.

H. L. iuc, No. 104, A bLiil for an act to autherize the com-
missicners, courl in Des Boines courty, to have a vote taken in
relation to having a court house bnilt in said county,

Was read a first and second time, und

On motion of Kr. Cock,

The 15th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, MNo. 113, A Lill for an act aunthorizing an addition-
al tax for state purposes,

Was read o first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Crawlord,

The 13t rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, Moo 118, A\ bill for un act to authorize the recorder

of Jones county, ! wnseribe the records of said county,
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Was read a first and second time, and
On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to a select committee, and

Messrs. Bradley, Wheeler and Cook were zppointed said
committee.

H. R. file,"No. 86, Joint Resolution for e grant of land there-
in named,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motien of Mr. Springer,

Referred to the committee on Federal Relations.

H. R. file, No. 102, A bill for an act tove-locate and extend
a certain road thercin named,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Cassady,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 29, A bill for an act and ordinance accepling
the ‘proposition'made by Congress, on the admission of lowa as
a State into the Union, was read as amended by the House.

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate.

Senate file, No. 65. Joint Resolntion of thanks te Capiain
B. S. Roberts,

Was read a sccond time, and

On motion of Mr. Sprott,

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a
third time, passed and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 53, A bill for an act for the organization of
Lucas county,

Was read a second time, ahd

On motion of Mr. Royston,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 107, A bill for an act'to provide for the pay-
ment of jurors in the district courts ef Lee county,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Espy,

Referred to a select committee. and
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Messrs. Espy, Sprott and Iowel were appoim'ed said com-
snittee.

H. R. file, No. 100, A bill for an aet to. anend an act.to pro-..
vide for the collecting of revenue for State and county purpoeses,

Was read a first and sccond time, and

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Referred to the committee on Ways and Means.

. R. file, No. 27, Joint Resolution relative to a change of
malil conveyances, was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 125, A bill for an act to provide for a loan of
the school fund arising from the public lands,

Was read a first and second time, ard

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

Referred to the committee on Ways and Means, with instruc-
tions to report on Monday next.

H. R. file, No. 121, Joint Resolution for a mail route,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Harbour, ‘

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a
third time, passed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 124, Joint Resolution for a mail route, from
Sabula in Jackson county, to Cascade in Dubuque county,

Was read a first and second time, and

Onmotion, ‘

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a
third time, passed and {itle agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 129, A bill for an act amendatory to an act
entitled an act creating a Board of Public Works,and providing
for the improvement of the Des Moines river,

Was read a first and second time.

Mzr. Harbour moved to suspend the 13th rule,

Which was disagreed to.

Mr. Wright moved to lay said bill on the table.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and.
being ordered, were as follows :
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Yeas—Messrs, Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawfurd, Espy, How-
e}, Jay, Royston, Saniord, Sluexds. Springer, Sprott, Wheeler,
Vyright and Mr, President
Nays.—Messrs. Cassady 'md Howel—2.

And said biil was laid on the {able.
Senate file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act regulating practice in the distriet courts, in the Territo-

>
]

ry of Jowa, apy roved Fobruary 10, 1843, as amended by the

House,
VWas read {or information, and
On moticn of Pr. (oox-:,

The amendment was amended Dy striking out the words ¢ ac-
cording to law,” and insert “In the fowa C apital Reporter and
Towa Republican.”

On motion of Mr. Syringer,

Senate file, Mo. 28, A bill for an act and ordinance accepting
the propositions made by Congress on ihe admission of Iowa os
a State into the Union,

Was taken {rom the table, and

The amendment of the House, was amended as follows :

Strike out the words ¢ and the war.’

My, Harbour moved to take {rom the table,

Senate file, Mo, 44, substitate for a bill for an act to divide
the State into two congressional districts,

Which was disagreed to.

H. R. file, N¢. 98, Joint Resolution relative to books in the
library,

Was read a first and second time, and'

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Laid on the table.

H. R. file, No. 122, A bill for an act to repeal an act for the
relief’ of the poor, )

Was read a {irst and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Sprott,

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow.

H. R. file, No. 103, A bill for an uct to pravide for the incor-
poration of Guttenburg, in Clayton county,

Was read a first and second time, and

N
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On motion of My, Shields,
Grdered 1o a third reading on Mouday next.
Mr. Jay, on leave obtained, introduced
Benate file, No. 80, A bill to prevent the kiliing of deer,
Which was read a £

rst and second time.
3y, Jay moved 1o refer said bill to a committee of the whsle
Sencte

VY 1ch was disagreed {o.

;
e
.
11
On motion,

e Serate adjourned 1] 10 o’elock to-inorrow morning.

SATURDAY DMORNING, Jasvary 6, 1849,

Senate met pursuant t “J‘;om rment.
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-

well, chief cle
JMr. President
Fam directed Lo inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-

sentatives has passed

. R. file, No. 123, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act to authorize John Brophy to keep a ferry across the Mis-
sourl river.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Also,

The following resolution :

tesolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the two Houses of

the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, will meet in the
Hall of the House of Representatives, on Wednesday, the 10th
inst., at 2 o’clock P, M., and proceed to elect a Senator to rep- .
resent the State of Towa in the Senate of the United States from
and after the 4th of March, A. D. 1849.

My, Selmen (Mr. Springer having been called to the chair,)
presented the petition of Daniel S. Tucker and fifty-six other
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citizens of the counties of Monroe and Davis, praying the es-.
tablishment of a State road {rom Drakesville in said county, to
Clarksville in Monroe county,
Which was read for information, and
On his motion,,

Referred to the committeec on Roada.

Mr. Wright presented a petition from William Burk and for-
ty-two others, citizens of the town of Bonaparte, in Van Buren
county, praying for the incorporation of said town,

Which was read for information, and:

On his motion,

Referred to the commiltee on Incorporations.

Mr. Selman, with leave obtained,lintroduced

Senate file, No. 82, Joint Resolution for a mail route,

Which was rcad a first and second time, and

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said Joint Resolution read a.
third time, passed and title agreed to.

Mr. Bradley from the select committee to whom was referred-

Senate file ,No. 54, A hill for an act to establish normal schools,
in the State of Iowa,

Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and
asked the concurrence of the Senate therein, which was agreed to.

Mr. Espy from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom
was referred

H. R. file, No. 125. A bill for an act to provide for aloan of
the school fund arising from the sale of the public lands,

Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

On motion of Mr. Jay,

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole for
the consideration of ,

Senate file, No. 54, An act to establish normal schools,

Mr. Cassady in the chair,

And after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman

Reported the same back, with two amendments thereto, and.
asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,
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On motson of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to a select committce, and

Messrs. Sanford, Royston and Jay, were appointed said com-
mittee.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills,

Reported that they had presented the following bills to the
Governor for his signature :

Senate file, No. 41, An act to amend an act entitled an act to
provide for the management of the State Library, and the election
of a Librarian, approved Februery 15, 1847.

Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution, providing compensation
for the commissioners appointed to select Des Moines river
lands.

Senate file, No. £8, An act to anthorize Willam Greene, his
hieirs and assigns to improve Cedar river, by a dam and lock ; and

Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for an appropriation {o
improve the Des Moines and Rock river rapids, of the Missis-
sippt river. ,

The same having passed both branches of the General Assm-
bly, and receeived the signatures of the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and the President of the Senate.

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom
was referred,

Senate file, No. 69, A bill for an act to incorporate the town
of Cedar Rapids,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommen-
ded its passage.

Mr, Crawford, {rom the committce on Incorporations, to whom
was referred

Senate file, No. 79, A bill for an act to authorize J. H. Gow-
er, Charles W. Gower and Robert Gower, lo improve Cedar
river by the erection of a dam and lock, 4

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommen~
ded its passage.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M.
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TWO O'CLOCE, P M.
¥ir. Sprott, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 82, A Dbill for an act providing for the elec

=]

tion of an additional justice of the peace, in Motrosc township,
in Lee county,
Which was read a first and second time, and
On his motion,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill rexd a third time,
passcd, and title agreed to.
Mr. Alger, with leave, m(rowu sed

P

Senate file, No. 84, A bill for anact to legalize certain officers
therein named,

el
t

Which was read a first and sceond time, and
On his moticn,
The 18th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,

passed, and title agreed to.

r‘\

The President announced en Fxcentive communication.

41y, Cocls, with leave, introducsad

Senate file, No. 83, A bill for an act to provide for the re-lo-
cation of the county secat of Benton county,

Which vias read a ilrst and sccond time, and

On his motion

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a thivd time,
passcd, and title agreed to.

2r. Bradley, from the sclect commiitee, to whom was referred

. R. file, No. 118, A bill for an aet to anthorize the Record-

n

er of Jones county, to transeribe the records of said county,
.

Reported a substitute to said Lill,
and asked the

An act to preserve the records of Johes county

concurrence of the Senate therein, .
Which was disagreed to.
Mbr. Sanford, from the select ¢
To whom was referred
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Senate file, No. 54, A Dill for an act to establish normal
schools,

Reported the same back with cne amendment,

Which was concurred in

Message from the House of hcprmcutm\ es, by Br. Lefling-
well, chxef clerk :

Mr. Prestdent—

I am dirceted to inform the Senafc, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

I1. R. file, No. 143, A bill for an act for a State road therein
named.

H. R. file; No. 138, Jeint Resolution for a change of nrail

- conveyance and an extension of mail rouvte.

H. R. file, No. 140; A bill for an et to amend an act entitled
an act to vacate the public square in the town of West Point,
in Lee county, approved February 17, 1847,

H. R. file, No. 115, A bill for an zet to.create the office of
Attorney General, and define his duties.

H. B. file, No. 188, A Dill for au act fo organize the county
of Allamskee.
H. R. file, No. 122, A bill {or an eof to establish, at Fairfield,

a branch of the State University.

In 2ll of which the concurrence ol tiwe Semate is repectfully
requested. .

Mr. Jay moved to strike out the werd ¢ Lurhngton, ’in Sen-
ate file, No. 54, and insert B4t Pleas

Mr. Espy moved to amend the amendment proposed by Mr.
Jay, by inserling West Point.

Mr. Cook called for a decision of the questica,

Upon the question of striking out,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—=Messrs. Alr"’\r, Bradiey, Cassady, Crawford, Espv.
Harbour, Howel, Jay, Roysion, Saniord, Shields, Sprott, Whee-
ler and Mr. President-—14.

Nays—DMessrs. Cook, Springer and VWi

And said question was decided in the affirmative
The question then being on Inserting “ West Point,”
24
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The yeas and nays were requested, aud being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas——Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,
Howel, Shields, Sprott and Mr. President—9.

Nays—Messrs.  Cassady, Cock, Jay, Royston, BSanford,
Springer, Wheeler and Wright—S8. ‘

And the question was decided ia the aflirmalive.

At the request of the President,

On motion of Mr. Espy,

The vote taken on inserting  West Point,”

Was reconsidered. .

'The question being on inseriling “West Point,”

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Ispy, Harbour,
Howel, Shields, and Sprott—=8&.

Nays—Messrs. | Cassady, Cook, Jay, Royston, Sanford,
Sproit, Wheeler, Wright and Mr. Presideni—9.

And said question was decided in the negative.

Myr. Springer moved to amend by inserting “Washington,”

Disagreed to.

The question being on inserting ¢ Mount Pleasant,” and

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were
as follows: .

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Harbour, Jay, Roys-
ton, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler and Wright—11.

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, spy, Shields and Mr.
President—D5. '

So said question was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Royston moved to strike out ¢ Oskaloosa,” and insert
« Ageney City.”

Mzr. Cassady moved to amend by inserling ¢ Knoxville.”?

Upon this question, the yeas and nays being requested; were
ordered and were as {ollows :

Y ecas—Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Wrightand Mr. President—4.

Nays—D>Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,
Howel, Jay, Royston, Banford, Shields, Springer, Sprott and
Wheeler—13,
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So the amendment was disagreed to.

The question then being on striking out ** Oskalooss,”

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered and were
as follows :

Yeas—DNMessrs. Cassady, Royston, Sanford, Wright and M.
President—5.

Nays—Messrs, Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy. Har-
bour, Howel, Jay, Shields, Springer, Sprott and Mr. Whee-
ler—12.

And said question was decided in the negative.

Myr. Bradley moved that said bill be ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time on Monday next.

On this question the yeas and nays being requested, were or-
dered and were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs, Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy, Har-
bour, Jay, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott and Wheeler—12.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Howel, Rosyton, Wright and Mz,
President—>5.

So the question was decided in the affirmative.

My, Shields, trom the commitiee on engrossed bills, to whom
was referred )

Senate file, No. 62, A bill for an act providing for the organ-
ization of the Board of Public Works, and repealing so much
of the several acts relating thereto as conflicts with the provis-
ions of this act,

Reported the same back, os correetly engrossed, und

Said biil was read a third time.

The question being on the passage of said bill.

The yeas und nays being requested, were ordered, and were
as follows : »

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Coole, Crawford, Ispy, How-
el, Jay, Rovston, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright
and My, President—14.

Nays—Dessrs. Cassady, Harbour and Shields

And said bill was passed and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 61, Joint Resolution relative {o territevies be-
s, heing the apecial order for the com-

DY
e

longing to the United S
mittee of the whole, R
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The Senste resolved itself accordingly, Mr. Wheeler in the
chair,

And after some time spent therein,

The commiitee rose, and by their chairman, reported the same
back, without amendment, and recommended its passage.

Message from the House of Revresentatives, by Mr. Liffing-
well, chief clerk.
My, Presideni—

I am directed to inform the Senale, that the House of Repre—

"

sentatives has passed

1. R. file, No. 112, A bill for an act to provide for the taking
an enumeration of the white inhabitants of the State of Iowa.

H. R. file, No. 126, A bill {or an act to amend an act entitled
an act, lo re-locate a territorial rozd {rom Fairfield to the Indian
boundary.

H. R. tile, No. 1"2 Joint Resolution for the superintending
of the printing of the laws of the present session.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

1 herewith return

Senate file, No. 53, A bill for an act for the organization of
Lucas county. ~

Senate file, No. 73, A bill for an act to establish the terms of
the district couxrts.

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with-
out amendment. »

1 herewith return

Senate file, No. 72, A bill for anact to authorize R. R. Jenks
to erect a toll bridge across the Wapsipinicon.

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with
one amendment, to which the concurrence of the Senate is re-

-

quested.

Senate file, No. 61, Joint Resolution relativeto territories be-
longing to the United States,

Was read a second time.

Mr. Springer offered the following amendment :

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be “nd is hereby in-
structed to forward without delay,

Which was adopted,



THY SENATL. 189

Mr. Cook offered the following amendment ¢

Resolved, further That our Senators and Representatives are
hereby further instructed to prevent by their votes and influence
the admission of any new State into the Uulen s a slave State.

Idr. Springer moved a eall of the Senate, which was had,
when it appeared that 2ll the Senators were present, except
those who had obtained leave of absence.

And the further cell was suspended.

On moticen of Mr. Espy,
The Senate adjourned until half past six, P. M.

HALF PAST SIX O'CLOCK, P. M.

On motion,

A call of the Senate was had,

When it appearcd that Mr. Crawford was absent.

On motion of ¥r. Shields,

Mr. Crawford was excused for the evening, and the further
czll was suspended.

The question being on the adoption of the amendment offered
by Mr. Cook.

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered and were
as follows « '

Yeas Messrs. Cock, Jay, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler
and Wright—7.

Nays—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Harbour,
Howel, Royston Shields and Mr. President—2.

So said amendment was disagreed to,

Mr. Cook offered a further amendment, as follows :

Resolved: That it is the duty of the Federal Government to
relieve itself from all responsibility for the existence or contin-
uance of slavery wherever that Government possesses consti-
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tutional authority to legislate on that subject, and it is thus re-
spousible for its existence.

The question being on the adoption of said amendment,

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Cook Jay, Sanford, Springer, Sprott. Wheel-
er, and Wright—7.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Harbour,
Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President.—9.

And said amendment was disagreed to.
On motion of Mr. Espy,
The [8th rule was suspended, and said joint resolution read a
third time.
The question being on the passage of said joint resolution.
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were
as follows :
Yeas—Messrs. Cook, Espy, Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford,
Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright, und Mr. President—11.
Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Huarbour, and
Shields—>5.
So said resolution was passed and title agreed to.
On motion of Mr. Brad]ey, .
The Senate resolved itself into executive session, and after
some time spent therein, the session rose, and,
On motion of Mr. Springer,
The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, on Monday morning

MONDAY MORNING, Jasvanry 8, 1849.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Wright presented the petition of John I, Bell and 50
other citizens of the town of Buonaparte, in Van Buren county,
remonstrating against the incorporaticn of said town.
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Which was read for information, and,
On his motion,

Referred to the commiltee on Incorporations.

Mr. Cook offered the following resolution:

Resolved, by ihe Senate, the House concurring, That the com-
missieners appointed to revise the laws of this State, be instrue-
ted to inquire into the propriety of so amending the practice
act of this State as to adopt the principles of the new practice
act of the State of New York, which was adopted.

Mr. Espy, from the select committee to whom was relerred,

H. R. file, No. 107, A bill for an act to provide for the pay
of jurors in the district court,

Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and
asked the concurrence of the Scnate therein.

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Cook, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 86, A bill for anact to authorize James Weed
to construct a graded road from Bloomington via. Tipton, to the
county seat of Benton county,

Which was read a first and second tune, and,

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill was read a third time,
passed and title agreed to.

Mr. Cassady, on leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 87, A bill for an act to amend an act to reor-
ganize the supreme court.

Which was read a first and sccond time, and,

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed and title agreed to.

H. R.file, No. 107, A bill for an act to provide for the pay-
ment of jurors in Lee county,

Was read a second time. and,

On motion of Mr. Espy,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read « third time,
passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 74, A bill for a special act for the benefit of
Dubuque county.
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Said bill was read a first and second time; and,
On motion of Mr. Crawford,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a thifd time,
passed, and title agreed to.

Senste file, No. 72, A bill for an act to authorize James H.
Gower, Charles V. Gower, and Robert Gower, and their heirs
or assigns to improve Cedar river by a dam and lock,

Nas vead a third time, passed, znd title ogreed te.

. R. file, No. 122, A bill for an act to repeal an act entitled
an act {or the relief of the poor,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 68, A bill for an act relative to the construc-
tion of a plank rozd from Montrose to Keokuk, in Lee county,

Was read a second tize, and,

On motion of Bir. Sprott, _

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 04, A bill for an act to autherize Augustus
Phelps to keep a ferry at the town of Lyons, in Clinton county,

Was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr. W lﬁe(—;ler,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third t'mc,
passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to preserve the purity of
elections,

Was read a second time; and,

On motion of Mr. Espy,

The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time.

The question being on the passage of said bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel,
Royston, Springer, and Sproit—S3.

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Jay, Shields,
Wheeler and Wright—7.

Mr. Bradley being in the chair, and having decided that every
senator should be within the bar of the Senale at the time of
voting,
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Which decision excluded the vote of Mr. Harlour.

My, Springer desired an appeal, which being granted,

The yeas and nays werc requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs. Cook, Crawford, Espy, Howel, Jay, Ioys-
ton, Banford, Shields, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright, and Selmun
—12,

Nays—DMessrs. Alger, Cassady, Springer—3,

And the chair was sustained.

On motion of Mr. Jay,

The vote had upon said bill, was reconsidered.

The question then being on the passage of said bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordercd, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel,
Royston, Springer, Sprott and Mr. President—9.

Nays—DMessrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Jay, Sanford,
Shields, Wheeler and Wright—8.

And said bill was passed and title agrecd to.

H. R. file, No. 33, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled
an act regulating general clections,

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Wright,
. The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, passs
ed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 185, A bill for an act to establish a Statc road
from the Mississippi river in Clayton county, to Quasqueton in
Buchanan county,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Shields,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 133, An act to provide for the incorporation
of the town of Gultenburg,

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.

Substitute to . R. {ile, No. 118, An act to preserve the rec-
ords of Jones county,

Was read 2 secend time, and
25
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On moticn of Mr. Cook,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 79, A bill for an act supplemental to the act
of February 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amena-
atory to an act to establish commnen schools, approved January
16, 1840,

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 123, An act to provide for the loan of the
school fund arising {rom the sale of the public lands,

Was read a sccond time.

Mzr. Jay moved to strike out all after the cnacting clause of
said bill.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and be-
ing ordered, were as follows:

Yeas—DMessrs, Cassady, Cook, Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford
Springer, Wheeler and ¥Wright—9.

Nays—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Iispy, Harbour,
hields, Sprott and Mr. President—8.

And the question was decided in the affirmative.

On motion of Mr. Shields,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.

TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Royston,
The vote taken on striking out all after the enacting clause of
H. R. file, No. 125.
Was reconsidered.
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk.
Mr. President—
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1 herewith present for your signature, _

H. R. file, No. 54, An act concerning claims on the Half
Breed Tract.

H. R. file, No. 93, An act supplemental and amendatory of
an act cntitled an act for the appeintment and duties of sheriifs.

H. R. file, No. 90, An act to amend an act entitled an act for
the ineorporation of the town of' Bloomington; approved Janua-
ry 23, 1839.

AISO,

H. R. file, No. 108, An act authorizing W. F. Brackenridge
to make a canal, to take fromihc Wapsipinicon river, and to ere-
ale a water power.

All of which have reccived the signiture of the.bpeaker of
the House.

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 86, An act granting to James Weed and oth-
ers, the right of way,

With one amendment to the last section,

In which the concurrence of the Senate is  requested.

Senate file, No. 75, An act to authorize the people of Towa to
express their opinion upon the subject of a convention to amend
the constitution of this State,

Being in special order,

The Senate resolved itself into a commiltee of the whole, for
the consideration thereof,

Mr. Harbour in the chair,

And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and
by their chairman, reported the same back, without amendment.

On motion of Mr. Springer,

Said bill was referrved to a select committee, and

Messrs. Springer, Harbour, Cook, Bradley and Espy, were
appointed said committee.

Senate file, No. 86, An act to anthorize James Weed and his
associates, to construct a graded road from Bloomington in Mus-
eatine county, by way of Tipton, fo the county seat of Benton
county,

Was read as amended.

On motion of Mr. Cook,
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The amendment was conecurred in.

My, Shields, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported

Senate file, No. 54, An acl to establish Normal Schools,

As correctly engrossed.

Mzr. Crawford, {rom the committee on Incorporations, to whom
was referred

Senate file, No. 70, An act to provide for the making of a
railroad from Dubugue to Keokul,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments, and asked
the concurrence of the Senate thercin,

Which was concurred in.

Un motion of IMr. Springer,

The word “double” was stricken {rom the 3d scetion of said

" bill, and the word “treble” inserted.
On motion of Mr. Shields,

It was ordered to be engrossed and read athird time to-morrow.

Scnate file, No. 54, An act to establish Normal Schools,

Was read a third time.

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows: ‘

Yeas-—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour,
Hoswel, Juy, Royston, Sanford, Shiclds, Springer, and Wheel-
er—12.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Sprott, Wright and Mr.
President—5.

And said bill was passed, and title agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Scnate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed,

H. R. file, No. 120, Joint Resolution for the relief of David
Judson, treasurer of Monroe county.

H. R. file, No. 134, An act amendatory to an act providing
for levying a tax on personal and real cstate for road purposes.

H. R. file, No. 141, A bill for an act to establish a State road
therein named.
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1. R. file, No. 146, A bill without any title,

. R. file, INo. 168, A Dbill for an act to amend an act allow-
ing and regulating writs of attachment.

. R. file, No. 169, A Dill for an act increasing the power of
county commissioners.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

I hervewith return

Scnate file, No. 52, An act {o establish a State road therein
named.

Senate file, No. G5, Joint Resolution of thanks to Captain B.
S. Roberts.

Senate file, Wo. 82, Joint Resolution for a mail route.

Senuie file, No. 83, An act providing for the election of an
additional justice of the peace in Montrose township, Lee
county. )

Scnate file, No, 84, An aet to legalize certain officers therein
named.

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with-
out amendment.

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 59, An act in relation to the printing.

Senate file, No. 77, An act to anthorize Chauncey G. Dibler
to keep a'ferry across the Des Moines river at Farmington, Van
Buren county.

The same having passed the Houselof Representatives, with
one amendment, in which the concurrence of the Senale is re-
quested.

I also herewith return

Senate file, No. 29, An act and ordinanceaccepting of the ap-
propriation made by Congress, on the admission of Iowa,

And, -

Senate file, No. 47, An act entitled an act to amend an act
regulating practice in the distriet courts of the Territory of
{owa, approved February 10, 18435,

The House of Representatives having concurred in the
amendments made by the Senate to their amendments to said

act.
Mr. Crawford, fromthe comimittee on Incorporations,to whem
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was referred the petition and remonstrance of the town of Buo-
naparte, in Van Buren county, relative to the incorporation of
said town,

Reported adverse tothe prayer of the petitioners.

II. R. file, No. 125, A bill for an act to provide for a loan of
the school fund arising from a sale of the public lands,

The question being on striking out all of said Lill after the
enacting clause,

The yeas and nays were requesied, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—DMessrs. Cassady, Coolk, Howel, Jay, Sanford, Spring-
er, Wheeler and Wright—-8.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,

Y

Royston, Shields, Sprott and Mr. President—9.

And the questien was decided in the negative.

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were
as follows :

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,
Howel, Royston, Shields, Sprott, and Mr. President—-10.

Nays—DMessrs. Cassady, Cook, Jay, Saenford, Springer,
Wheeler and Wright—-7.
And said bill was passed, and title agreed to.
On motion,
The Senate'adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

TUESDAY MORNING, Jasxvary 9, 1840,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Message from the Housc of Representatives, by My, Lefling~
well, chief clerk.
Mr. President—
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T am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentalives has passed,

H. R. file, No. 144, A bill for an act to authorize Robert Gow-
er to keep a ferry across Cedar river.

H. R. file, No. 1562, A Dbill for an act to localc a State road
from Fairfield to Keokuk, and

H. R. file, No. 150, A bill for an act to incorporate the an-
pual confercnce of the church of the united brethren in Christ,
of Towa.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

I herewith return

Senate file, WNo. 55, An act to authorize Robert Bunker to
keep a ferry across the Mississippi river, at Bunker’s landing,
in Clayton county,

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with-
¢ut amendment.

M. Bradley, from the commiltce on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred,

Senate file, No. 76, An act for the benefit of oceupying claim-
ants of lands,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend-
cd its passage.

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Claims, to whom was
referred,

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of John
Taylor,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend-
cd its passage.

Mr. Shields, fromthe sclect committee, to whom was referred
a pelition from certain citizens of Dubuque, Delaware, Clayton,
Fayette, and Buchanan counties, asking the General Assembly to
memorialize the General Assembly of Wisconsin for an extension
of the proposed railroad {rom Dubuque to Keokuk, introduced,

Senate file, No. 88, Memorial to the legislature of the State
of Wisconsin,

Which was read a first and second time, and on his motion.

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill was rcad a third time,
passed and title agreed to.
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Mr. Bradley, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 89, A bill for an act in relation to deeds of
collectors of revenue,
Which was read a first and sccond time, and
On his motion;
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
Mr. Espy, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 90, An act to amend an act forming judicial
circuits,
VWhich was read a first and second time, and
On his motion,
Referred to a seleet commitiee, composed of the Senutors
from Muscatine and Cedar.
Mr. Springer, from the select committec, to whom was refer-
red, '
Senate file, No. 75, An act to allow the people of Towa to ex-
press their opinion upon the subject of a convention to amend
the constitution of this State,
Reportedthe same back, with sundry amendments thereto, and
asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,
Which was agreed to.
Senate file, No. 69, An act to incorporate the town of Cedar
Rapids, in Linn county,
Was read a first and seeond time, and,
On motion of Mr. Cool:,
The 13th rule was ~suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed, and title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 136, Joint Resclution asking a change of mail
conveyance and extension of mail route,
Was rcad a first and second time, and ordered to a third read-
ing to-morrow. -
H. R. file, No. 123, An act to amend an act entitled an act to
authorize John Brophy to keep a ferry across the Missouririver,”
Was read a first and seeond time, and
On motion of Mr. Coolk,
Referred to the committee ‘on Incorporations, with instruc-
tions to report relative to rates of ferriage.
H. R. file, No. 139 An act to establish o branch of the Stute
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University at I
Was read a first end second time, and

rson county,

On motion of Br. Crawford,
Referred to the commitice on Schools.
H. . file, No. 126, An act to amﬂnd zn act entitled an act to
oria! rend from Tairfield to the Indian boundary,

re-locate a terriio
Was read o first and secend t‘;n;e, and

Gn motion of Iir. |
Referred to a seleet commmitiee, anid
Messrs. Livrbour, Iiswel cnd Royston, were appointed said
comumiitce.
IL R file, I
ation of the whil

Anaectto

srovige for taking an enumer-
State of Iowa,
st and second time, and

B
shabitants of the

Was read a
On motion of &r. ¥pringer,
Referred to o select commmittee, and
Messrs. Springer, Eradley and Sanford, were appointed said
committee. .
H. R. file, Ne. 152, Jeint Resolution for superintending the
printing and cistributien of the laws of the present session,
Waus read o first and second time, and
On motion of Mr., Wrighi,
Referred to the commilice on Ways and Means,
H. R. file, o. 143, An act for o State road thercin named,
Was read a first and secend time, and
On meotion of Mr. Cas
Referred to the commitiee on Roads.
H. R. file, No. 115, An act to create the office of Attorney
General, and define his dalies,
Was read o first and second time, and
On motion of Hlr. Wright
Referred to a commitiee of the whole Senate, and made the

special order for to-morrow, 10 o’clock, A. M.

H. R. file, No. 140, An act to amend an act enfitled an act
to vacate the public square in the town of West Point.

Senate file, INo. 77, An act to autherize Chauncey P. Dibble
to kecp a ferry acress the Des Moines river, at the town of Far-
mingtlon,

26
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Was read as amended by the House, and
On Motion of Mr. Sanford,

Concurred in.

H. R. file, No. 138, A bill for an act to erganize the county
of Allamakee, '

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Shields,

Referred to a select committee, and

Messrs. Shields, Crawford, and Wheeler were appointed
safd committee.

The resolution of the House, providing for a joint convention
for the election of a United States Senator,

Was read for information, and,

The question being on the concurrence of the Senate;

Was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported

Senate file, No. 77, An act to authorize Chauncey G. Dibbler,
to keep a ferry across the Des Moines river, at Farmington,

As correctly enrolled.

Senate file; No. 75, An act to allow the people of Iowa to
express an opinion on the subject of a convention to amend the
constitution of this State.

On motionof Mr. Springer,

The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third tinse.

On motion,
The Senate anjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M:

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk.
Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 128, A bill for an act making appropriations
for the support of the State government, for the years 1849 and
1850 ; and

H. R. file, No. 147, A bill for an act to allow additional com-.
pensation to the agent employed to select the university lands
for this State.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Y eas—Messrs.Cook, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Springer, Sprott,
Wheeler and Wright—38.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Fear, Harbour, Howel, Shields, and Mr. President—10.

And the question was decided in the negative.

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Senate file, No. 48, An act to re-apportion the State,

Was taken from the table, and made the special order for to-.
marrow, 2 o’cleck, P. M.

Mr. Espy, from the committes on Enrolled Bills,

Reported that they had presented the following bills te the
Governor, for his signature.

Senate file, No. 32, An act for a State road, therein named.

Senate file, No. 31, An zct authorizing.the Auditor of State
to audit and allow expenses of the Supreme Court.

Senate file, No. 40, An act to authorize the Secretary of State-
to.collect and arrange certain papers in his office.
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Senate file, No. 39, An act to authorize the Supreme Court to
hold special terms, and
Senate file, No. 86, An act to authorize James Weed and his
associates, to construct a graded road from Bloomington in Mus-
catine county, via, Tipton in Cedar county, to the county seat of
Benton county. ’
On motion of Mr. Wright,
Leave of zbsence was granted to Mr. Sanford, during the re-
mainder of the term.
On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

WEDNESDAY MORNING, Janvary 10, 1849,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Espy presented the claim of J. J. Selman, elector for
President and Vice President of the United States. '

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Ways and Means.

Mr. Alger presented the claim of T. S. Parvin, assignee of
Parish and Welch.,

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Claims.

Mr. Cook presented the petition of G. W. Brooks, and 150
other citizens of Scolt county, praying a repeal of the township
organization of Scolt county, and,

With leave obtained, introduced

Senate file, No. 91, A bill for an act repealing the township
organization of Scott county. '

Which was read a first and second {ime, and,

On motion of Mr. Cook,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,

passed, and title agreed to.
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Mr. Harbour presented the petition of William Warren, and
13 others, praying that said William Warren might be exempt
from the restrictions of the laws regulating grocery licenses.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Lzid on the table.

On motion of Mz, Cook,

Leave of absence was granted o Mr. Whecler, through the
remainder of the scssion.

Mr. Alg'er, on leave obtalned, intreduced

Senate file, No. 92, Jeint Resolution in relalion to printing
the acts and resolutions of' the General Assembly.

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cook,
Referred to the committes on Ways and Means.
On motion of Mr. Harbour,

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and is hereby
allowed the sum of three hundred dollars for indexing, distribu-
ting, and superirtending the printing of the journals of the
Senate for the present session.

Mr. Espy, with Icave obtained, introduced

Sencate file, No. 94, Joint resolution for printing laws in Ger-
men, ‘

Vhich was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Springer, from the select committee to whom was refer-
red,

H. R. file, No. 112, A Bill for taking an enumeraticn of the
white inhabitants of Iowa,

Reported the same back, with one amendment, and recom-
mended its passage.

Mr. Espy, from the committec on Enrolled bills, reperted

Senate file, No. 50, An act to vacate n part of the town of
Pittsburg,

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress for the establish-
ment of certain military posts.

Senate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution for the appointment of a
librarian. '
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Senate file, No. 51, Joint resalution in relation to a mail
route, '

As correctly enrolled. .

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom
was referred

H. R. file, No. 128, An act making appropriations for the
support of the State Government, for the fiscal years of 1849
and 1850, '

Reported the same baek; without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

Myr. Shields, from the commiftee on Claims, to wnom was re-
ferr ed

Senate file, No. 59, An act to pronde fer the payment of ex-
penses’ incurred in the arrest and detention of Allen Camme-
ran, o fugilive from jnstice, from the State of Pennsylvania,

Reported the same bacli, without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred

Senate file, No. 89, An act in relatwn to deeds of collectors
of revenue,
- Reported the same back, with one amendment, and asked the

eoncurrence of the Senate therein; which was agreed to.

Mr. Howel, from the committe¢ on Roads, to whom ‘was re-
ferred '

Senate file; No. 63, An act to establish a State road therein
named,

Reported the same back, without amendment dnd recommend-
ed its passage.
. Mr. Shields, from the committee on Schools, to whom was re-
ferred

H. R. file, No. 139, An act to esta.bhsh a branch of the State
University at Fairfield in Jefferson county,
. Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

Mr. Shields, from the select committee, to whom was referred
~ H.R. file, No. 138, An act to organize the counly of Alla- .
makee, '
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Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

The President laid beiore the Senate, the claim of J. Keister
and C. Evans.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Referred to the committee on Clainrs,

Mr. Wright asked, and obtained leave of the Senate, to with~
draw the claim of James Reed.

Mr. Espy offered the following resclution,

Resolved : That Senate file, No. 61, Preamble and Resolutiens
relative to the territories of the United States, be entered at
length upon the journal of the Senate, as of January 6, the day
upon which said preamble and resolutions were acted upon.

Mr. Harbour from the select commitfee, to whom was referred

H. R. file, No. 126, An act to amend an act entitled an act to
re-locate the territorial road from Fairfield, tothe Indian boundary,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and

Said bill was, on his motion, amended as follows :

Strike out all between the words ¢ Fairfield,”” and * shall.”

" Said bill was read a second time, and
On his motion,

The 13thrule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to.

Mr. Selman (Mr. Wright having been called to the chair, )
introduced

Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and Joint Resolution for a do-
nation of land to construct a military road from the Mississippi
to the Missouri river,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

The 13th rule was suspended, and said preamble and resolu-
tion read a third time, passed and title agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk :

Mr. President—
- I herewith return
b Senate file, No. 64, An act to anthorize Augustus Phelps to
keep aferry at the town of Lyons, in Clinton county.
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Senate file, No. 83, An act to provide for the location of the
county seat of Benton county.

Senate file, No. 87, An act to amend an act o reorgenize the
supreme couxt.

Substitute to

H. R. file, No. 118, An zct to preserve the records of Jones
county.

All of which have passed the House of Representatives without
ament.

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 62, An act providing for the reorganization of
the Board of Public Works, and repealing so much of the seve-
ral acts relating thereto, as conflict with the provisions of this
act,

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with
sundry amendments,

In which the concurrence of the Snate is requested.

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House has refused
to concur in the first, third, fourth and ﬁfth amendments made
by the Senate, to

H. R.'file, No. 11, An act to preserve the purity of elections.

I herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 102, An sact to re-locate and extend a certain
road therein named.

H. R. file, No. 104, An act authorizing the county commis-
sioners court of Des Moines county, to have a vote taken in re-
lation to having a court house built in said county.

H. R. file, No. 110, Joint Resolution for a mail route from
Bellvue in Jackson county, to Independence in Buchanan county.

H. RB. file, No. 113, An act authorizingan additional tax for
State purposes. ‘

H. R. file, No. 121, Joint Resolution for a mail route.

H. R. file, No. 122, An act to repeal an act entitled “an act
for the relief of the poor.”

H. R. file, No. 124, Joint Resolution for a maJI route from
Sabula, in Jackson county, to Cascade, in Du Buque county.

H. R. file, No. 125, An act to provide for a loan of the school =
fund, accruing from the sale of the public lands,
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H. R.- file, No. 127, Joint Resolution in relation to a change
of mail conveyance.

H. R. file, No. 152, Anact to provide for the incorporation of
the town of Guttenburg, in Clayton county,

H. R. file, No. 135, An act to locate a State road therein
named. .

All ¢f which have passed both branches of the General As-
sembly, and have received the signature of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

H. R. file, No. 115, An act to create the office of Attorney
(zeneral, and define his duties, being in special order,

The Senate resolved itself into a committec of the whole, Mr.
Sprott, in the chair, and after some time, spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto,

And asked the concurrence of the Senate therein.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M,

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

The Secretary was requested to inform the House of Repre-
sentatives, that the President and members of the Senate of the
State of Towa, would meet the House in the Hall of the House,
forthwith; who having reported that duty as performed,

The Senate, preceded by its President and Secretaries,

Proceeded to the Hall of the House, and having taken the seats
assigned them,

The roll was called, when it appeared that

Messrs. Browning, Crawford, Wheeler, Sanford, and Betts,
were absent.

Those gentlemen being excused,
27
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The convention proceeded to vote for one United States Sen-
ator, to hold his office six years from the fourth of March next.

Messrs. Babbitt and Fear, acting as tellers;

When it appeared that Augustus C. Dodge, had received
thirty-six votes, and

Francis Springer had received filigen votes, and

Evan Jay had reteived one vote,

Those gentlemen voting for Augustus C. Dodge, were,

Messrs. Alexander, Alger, Babbitt, Baker, Bonham, Bradley,
Cassady, Collins, Corse, Davison, Elmer, Espy, Evans, Fear,
Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harbour ,Harrison, Howel, Jacobs, Lang-
ton, Mahony, MecFarland, Morton, Penny, Read, Riggs, Roys-
ton, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Walker, Weyand, Wood, and Mr.
President.

Those voting for Francis Springer, were

Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Burroughs, Cook, Goodrell, Jay,
McCrary, McManaman, Sprott, Stephenson, Timmons, Thomp-
~son, Williams, Woodworth, and Wright.

Mr. Springer voted for Evan Jay.

The President announced that, Augustus C. Dodge, having ,
received a majority of all the votes cast, was duly elected a Uni-
ted States Senator, to represent the State of Iowa in the Senate
of the United States, for six years from the fourth of March next.

Whereupon the following certificate was signed by the Pres-
ident of the convention, and attested by Messrs. Babbit and Fear
in presence of the joint convention:

‘This will certify that at an election by the General Assembly
of the State of Iowa, in the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives, on Wednesday, the 10th day of January, A. D. 1849,
Augustus C. Dodge was duly elected a Senator, to represent
the State of Towa, in the Senate of the United States, for the
term-of six years, from the 4th of March, A. D. 1849,

In testimony whereof, I have hereunte set my hand, this 10th
day of January A. D. 1849.

JOHN J. SELMAN,
President of the Joint Convention.
Altest :
L. W. Bassirr, A. 8, Fear.
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The purposes for which the joint convention had assembled,
having been aceomplished, the Senate, in order, returned.
On motion of Mr. Wright,
Senate file, No. 61, An act to locate a certain State road there-
“in named,,

Was taken from the table, and referred to the committee on
Roads. ‘

Mr. Espy, on leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 96, Joint Resolutlon presenting a sword to
Captain B. S. Roberts,

Which was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Howel,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass~
ed and title agreed to.

The question being on the adoption of the amendments made
by a committee of the whole Senate, to .

H. R. file, No. 115, An act creating the office of Attorney.
General, and defining his duties.

Mr. Harbour moved to amend by striking ont ¢ two hundred”
in the tenth section, and insert ¢ eight hundred.”

- Disagreed to, and

The amendments of the committee of the whole Senate,

Were concurred in.

On motion of Mr. Espy,.

Said bill was referred to the committee on Ways and Means.

Senate file, No. 48, An act to re-apportion this State into Rep-
resentative and Senatorial districts, '

Being in special order,

The Senate resolved itself into acommittee of the whole, Mr.
Sprott in the chair, and after some time spent therein, the com-
mittee rose, and by their chairman reported the same back, with-
out amendment, and

On motjon of Mr. Jay,
Recommitted to the original committee.
On motion of Mr. Harbour,
Senate file, No. 57, An act relative to the Penitentiary,
Was read as amended by the House, and said amendments.

were concurred in. \
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Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means. to whom
was referred
H. R. file, No. 138, Joint Resolution for superintendidg the
printing and distributing the laws of the present session, for the
years 1849 and 1850,
Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommen-
ded its passage,
Said bill was read a second time, and
On motion of Mr. Alger,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-.
ed and title agreed to.
On motion of Mr. Royston,
Senate file, No. 12, An act providing for the re-organization
of the Board of Public Works, &e.,
Was read as amended by the House.
The question being taken separately upon concurring in the
first amendment,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:
Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Fear, Har-
bour, Howel, Royston, Shields, Springer and Sprott—11.
Nays—Messrs. Jay, Wright and Mr. President—S3.
And said amendment was concurred in.
Upon concurring in the second amendment,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows;
Yeas——Messrs. Alger, Eradley, Cassady, Espy, Fear, Har-
bour, Howel, Jay, Royston, Shields, Springer and Sprott—12.
Nays—Messrs. Wright and Mr. President—2.
The 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th amendments were concurred in.
H. R. file, No. 144, An act to authorize Robert Gower to
keep a ferry across Cedar river,
Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Cook,
The 13th rule 'was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed, and title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 152, An act to locate a State road from Fair-
field, in Jeflerson county, to Keokuk, in Lee county.
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Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Howel,

Referred to the Senators from Lee, Fefferson, and Van Buren.

H. R. file, No. 150, An act to incorporate the Iowa annucl
conference of the church of the United Brethren in Christ.

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Referred to the committee on Incorporations.

H. R. file, No. 128, An act making appropriations for the
support of the State government for the fiscal years of 1849
and 1850. ’

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cassady,

Referred to the committee on Ways and Means.

H. R. file, No. 167, A bill for an actallowing additional com-
pensation to the agent employed to select the university lands of
this state,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Wright,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 148, An act to amend an act allowing and
regulating writs of attachment,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Cook,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary,

H. R. file, No. 146, An act to empower the mayor of Fort
Madison to act as justice of the peace, in certain cases,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Espy,

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

H. R. file, No. 141, An act to establish a State road therein
named,

Was read a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Howel,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 134, An act amendatory to an act providing

+
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for levying a tax om real and personal property, for read pur-
poses, )
Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Royston,
Referred to the committee on Roads.
H. R. file, No. 120, Joint Resolution. for the relief of Daniel
Judson, Treasurer of Monroe eounty,
Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Royston,
The I3th rule was suspended, said bill read a tlnrd time,
passed, and title agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 149, An act increasing the pewers of county
commissioners,
* Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Bradley,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary..
Mr. Springer, on leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 97, An act in relation to the electionof State
officers,
Which was read a first and second time, and,.
On his motion,
Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow..
Mr. Cook, with leave, introduced '
Benate file, No. 98, An act to provide for holding courts in Pot~
tawattamie county.
Which was read a first and second time, and,.
On his motion,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary,
On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.
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THURSDAY MORNING, Jaxvary 11, 1849,

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
On motion of Mr. Wright,

The vote taken on concurring in the first amendment made by
the House to .

Senate file, No. 57, An act relative to the Penitentiary,

Was recongidered, as to the first amendment.

Mr. Bradley, from the commiitee on the judiciary, to whom
was referred,

H. R. file, No. 148, An actto empower the Mayor of the town
of Fort Madison to act as justice of the pe.ace in certain cases,

Reported the same back, and recommended its passage.

Said bill was read a second time, and ordered to a third read-
ing to-morrow.

Mzr. Cook, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 99, An act to provide payment for printing
the laws in newspapers,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to.

Mr. Fear, from the select committee, to whom was referred

Senate file, No. 48, An act to re-apportion the representative
and Senatorial districts,

Reported the same back, without amendment ; as the committee
were unable to agreec.

Mr. Alger, from the select committee, to whom was referred

Senate file, No. 20, An act to amend an act, forming judicial
districts, .

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend-
its passage,

Said bill was rcad a sccond time, and
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On his motion,
Said bill was read a third time, and
The question being on the passage of the bill,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows: .
Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cook, Espy, Royston, Springer, Sprott,
Wright and Mr. President—S.
Nays--Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Fear, Harbour, Howel,
Jay and Shields—7.
And saidbill was passed and title agreed to.
Mzr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom
_was referred,
H. R. file, No. 115, An act to create the office of Attorney
General and define its duties,
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments, and asked
the concurrence of the Senate therein.
Upon this guestion,
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were
as follows: ' '
Yeas—Messrs. Espy, Fear, Royston and Mr. President—4,
Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Harbour,
Howel, Jay, Shields, Springer, Sprott and Wright--11
Mr. Espy proposed the following amendment.
¢« Strike out all of the 9th section that provides for the ap-
pointment of the Attorney General.”
The question being on the adoption of this amendment,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
“as follows :
Yeas—Messrs. Cook, Espy, Howel, Jay, Springer, Sprott,
Wright and Mr. President—8.
Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Fear, Harbour,
Royston and Shields—17.
And it was decided in the affrmative.
The question being on the passage of the bill,
The yeas and nays were requested, and -being ordered, were
as follows :
Yeas——Messrs. Alger, Cassady and Espy—3.
Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Fear, Harbour, Howel, Jay,
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Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wright and Mr. President
—12,
And the question was decided in the negative.
Message from the House of Repu:entatues by “vIr Lefling-
well, chief clerk.
Mr. President—
I am directed to inform the Senate that the clerical error in
Senate file, No. 57, An act relative to the Penitentiary,
Has been corrected.
Mr. Wright, from the select committee, to whom was refer-
red
Senate file, No. 63, An act to establish a State road therein
named,
Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and
askedjthe concurrence of the Senate therein.
Which was agreed to, and '
" Said bill was read a second time.
On his motion,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill rcad a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to.-
Mr. Wright, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom
was referred
H. R. file, No. 150, An act to mcorporate the Iowa annual
conference of the church of the United Brethren in Christ,
Submitted the following

REPORT:

The committee on Incorporations, to whom was referred H.
R. file, No. 150, have had the same under consideration, and
after reviewing the whole ground, are compelied to recommend
the indefinite postponement of said bill.

In coming to this conclusion they have had but little difficully,
and notwithstanding the respectable character of the individuals
asking to be incorporated, and their strong desire to accommo-
date them in their laudable undertaking, they firmly believe that
the Constitution interposes an insurmountable barrier to any
action thereon.

28
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A proper respect for the opinions of those desiring to be in-
corporrted, would seem to demand that our reasons should be
given for our conclusion. ,

‘The constitution, Art 9, Sec. 2, provides that “corporations
shall not be created.in this State by special laws, except for po-
litical or municipal purposes.” This language weculd appear
to be entirely conelusive on this subject. Whether this provis-
ion is expedient, is not for us to say—as it is, whether expedi-
ent or inexpedient, we arc bound therely and cannot recommend
the passage of any law that conflicts with this clear provison.
This is a special act, and call, for a special law for the creation
of an incorporation, and as such is beyend our power.

We have, it is true a general act of incorporation passed in
accordance with the requirements of the constitution, and un-
less this general proviston covers sufficient ground so as to jus-
tify the applicants to incorporate thereunder, your committee
know of no way to meet their wishes.

Your committee would, therefore, for the reasons thus briefly
pointed out, with more regret than difficulty in coming to their
eonclusion, recommend that the said bill be indefinitely postponed.

Mr. Howel, from the select committee, to whem was referred

H. R. file, No. 152, An act to locate a State road, from Fair-
field, in Jefferson county, to Keokuk, in Lee county,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments,

Which were concurred in, said bill was read a second time,
and, on his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time
passed, and title agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Alger,

Resolved, That the committee on Public Buildings, to whom
was referred the bill to repeal an act providing for the re-loca-
tion of the seat of government, be required to report the sume
back to the Senate, to-morrow morning.

On motion of Mr. Cassady,

Messrs. Wright and Fear were added to said committee.

Mr. Jay, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolulion relative to the nett
preceeds arising from sales of land in Iowa.
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waid Lill was read a first and second time, and,
On his motion,
The 13 rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed, and title agreed to.
Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred .
H. R. file, No. 38, An act requesting the Secretary of State
to record State roads,. .
Reported the same back, with the amendments previously
adopted, and recommended its passage.
Mr. Shields, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom
was referred .
Senate file, No. 97, An act in relation to the election of State
officers,
Reported the same back, as correctly enrolled.
On motion,
The Senate adjonrned till 2 o’clock, P. M. .

TWO O’CLOCK, . M.

Mr. Cassady, on leave obtained, offered the following reso-
Iution:

Resolved, That the Secretary and Assistant Secretary of the
Senate, be allowed the sum of four dollars per day each, the
Sergeant-at-arms, Messenger, and Fireman, each two dollars per
day, for thelt services during the present session of the Gener-
al Assembly.

Which was disagreed to.

The President laid before the Senate the memorial of James
Sloan.

On motion of Mr. Springer,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
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Mr. Selman, (Mr. Jay having been called to the chair,) with
leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 101, An act to establish a State road from
Drakesville to Albia.

Said bill was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion, '

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third tlme,
passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Selmen, vuth leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 102, Joint Resolution exhonerating Samuel '
Stephens from certain peralties, and the interest on certain
monies.

Said bill was read a first and second time, and,

On his motion,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time,
passed, and title agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

T and directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 46, An act establishing a system of common
schools,

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

H. R. file, No. 136, Joint Resolution asking an exchange of
mail conveyance, and extension of mail route,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 70, An act to provide for the making of a rail
road from Dubuque to Keokuk,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Shields,

The vote had on the adoption of the resolution, prov1dmg pay-
ment for the officers of the Senate, for the present session of the
General Assembly,

‘Was reconsidered, and, on his motion,

Said resolution was laid on the table.

Senate file, No. 97, An act in relation to the election of State
oflicers,
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Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of John
Taylor, .

Was read a second time,

Mr. Jay moved to lay said bill on the table,

Disagreed to.

The question being on the suspension of the rule,

Was decided in the negative. /

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Said bill was ordered to a third reading, to-morrow.

Senate file, No. 59, An act to provide for the payment of the
expenses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cammeron, a fu-
gitive from justice, from the State of Pennsylvania,

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Cook,

The 13thrule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 76, An act for the relief of occupying claim-
ants of land, was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Referred to a select committee, and

Messrs, Sprott, Wright, and Espy, were appointed said com-
mittee.

Mr. Alger, with leave, offered the following resolution :

Waereas, A joint resolution was adepted at the Jast session
of the Gereral Assembly, requiring the Secretary of State to
furnish each member of the Legislature with a copy of Morris’
Towa Reports ; and whereas the House of Representatives of
the present General Assembly, have abopted a resolution requir-
ing the Secretary of State to procure atihe expense of the State,
thirty-nine copies of said report, for the use of the members of
said House ; therefore,

Resolved, That the Secretary of State furnish, at the expense
of the State, nineteen copies of Morris’ Jowa Reports, for the
use of the members of the Senate.

Upon the adoption of the resolution,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :
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Yeas—RMessrs.—Harbour, and Mr. President—2.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Lspy, Fear,
Howel, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, and Wright—12.

And said resolution was lost.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefiing-
well, chief clerk :

Mr. Presideni—
"I herewith return

Senate file, No. 54, An act to establish normal schools.

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with-
out amendment.

On motion of Mr. Shields, ‘

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be and he is hereby re-
quested to furnish the Sencte with all the information in his pos-
session in relation to the disposition of the one hundred and fifty
copies of Morris’ Reports, subseribed for and received by the
State.

Mr. Espy, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 103, Jeint Resolution relative to Morris’ Re-
ports,

Which was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Harbour,

The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time.

The question being on the passage of the joint resolution,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cook, Espy, Harbour, Springer, and
Sprott—6.

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Fear, Howel, Royston,
Shields, Wright, and Mr. President—8.

And the question was decided in the negative.

Senate file, No. 89, An act in relation to deeds of collectors
of revenue,

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 138, Anact to organize the county of Allamakee,
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. Was read a secound time, and :
On motion of Br. Shields, ‘

The I3th rule was snspended, said bill read athird time, pass-
ed and title agreed fo.

Mr. Espy, fiom the committee on Ways and Means, to whom
was referred

The claim of J. J. Selman, the presidential clector,

Reported in favor of its allowance.

. R. file, No. 123, An act to amend an act entitled an act
to authorize John Brophy to keep a ferry across the Missouri
river,

Was read a second iime, and

On motion of Mr. Espy,

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, and

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs—Alger, Cassady, Espy, Howel, Royston and
Mr. President—®6.

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Cook, I'ear, Harbour, Jay, Shields,
Springer, Sprott and Wright—9.

And the guestion was decided in the negative.

H. R. file, No. 139, An act to establish at Iairfield, a branch
of the State university,

Was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Howel,

The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time.

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Fear, Harbour, How-
¢l, Jay, Royston, Sprott, Shields and Mr. President—11.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Cook, Springer and Wright—4.

And said bill was passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 112, An act to provide for the taking of the
enumeration of the white inhabitants of the State of lowa,

Was read ' a second lime, and

On motion of Mr. Springer,
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The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time,
passed, and title agreed to.
Senate file, No. 72, An act to authorize R. R. Jenks to erect
a toll bridge across the Wapsipinicen river,
Was read as amended by the House, and
On motion of Mr. Cook,
Concurredin.
On motion of Mr. Alger,
Senate file, No. 67, An act making an appropriation to repair
the public buildings,
Was read a second time, and
On motion of Mr. Bradley,
The word “six’’ was stricken from the first section, and
¢« five inserted.
Mr. Harbour moved to strike out * five” and insert “two.”
On motion of Mr. Wright,
Said bill was referred to the committee on Ways and Means.
On motion of Mr. Alger,
Senate file, No. 49, An act to donate the college square in
Towa City, to the Medical Department of the Iowa University,
Was read a second time.
On motion of Mr. Wright,
All after the word publication, in the last section, was strick-~
en out.
On motion of Mr. Alger,
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to.
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom
was referred
H. R. file, No.128, An act making appropriations for the
support of the State Government, for the fiscal years 1849 and
1850, :
Reported the same back, with one amendment, and asked the
concurrence of the Senate therein.
Disagreed to.
Mzy. Cassady moved to strike out the word “eight,” and in-
sert “ten,” in the compensation to judges of the district court.
Agreed to. y
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Mr. Espy moved to strike out “five,” and insert “eight,” in
the contingent expenses of the Suprcme court
Agreed to.
On motion of Mr. Cook,
Senate file, No. 81, An act to improve the bredd of hogs,
Was taken from the table; and read a second time, and
On his motion,
The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time.
The question being on the passage of said bill,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordel ed were
as follows :
Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Espy, Jay, Sprmger,
Sprott and My. President—S8,
Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Fear, Harboux, Howel, Rog ston,
Shields, and Wright—7. '
And said bill was passed and title agreed to.
My, Shields, with leave, mtroduced
Senate file, No. 104, An act to establisha branch of the State
University at the city of Dubugue.
Which was read a first and second tlme, and,
On motion of Mr. Sprott,
Referred to the committee on bchool:.
On motion, - f
The Senate adjourned till 7 o clock P. M.

¥

ey
b

SEVEN O’CLOCK, P. M.

On motion of Mr. Wright,
The Senate resolved itself into a committce of the whole, Mr.
Alger, in the chair, for the consideration of '
H. R. file, No. 116, An act to establish systcm of common
schools,

29
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And, after some ‘time spent therein,.the committee rose,and
by their chairman, reported the same back, without amendment,
and recommended its passage. ‘

Mr. Espy moved a call of the Senate; which was agreed to,

When.it appeared that Messrs. Royston and Springer were
-absent. i

"Those gentlemen having been excused the further call was

suspended.
On motion ef Mr. Harbour,
Said bill was laid on the table.
“On mction of Mr. Harbour,
'The first amendment:made by the-House-lo
Senate file, No. 57, An act in relation to the: Pemtenuary s

Was concurred in. , )
"Therefusal of the House to concur in the amendments made

:by the Senate, to
H. R. file, No. 11, Anact to preserve the purity of eleetians,
~Having been declarcd
The Senate receded from its third amendment, and insisted
upon the first, fourth, and fifth.
The President announced an executive ccmmumcatlon
On motion of Mr. Harbour,
The Senate resolved itself into an executive session, aud afiel
some time spent therein, the session rose,.and, :

On motion,
The-Senate adjourned till 10 o’clock, to-morrow morning.

FRIDAY MORNING, Januvary 12, 1849.

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.
Mr. Harbour, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road from Os~

kaloosa te Montezuma,
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Which was read a first and seeond time, and
On his motion,

Said bill was read a third time, passed, and title-agreed to.
On motion of Mr. Cook,

The 13th rule of the Senate, was-suspended, for the remaind-
er of the term, unless objeetion is made.

Mr. Springer, presented the petition of A. Rose, and one
hundred other citizens of the-State of Iowa, asking for a State
road from Grandview; in Louisa county, to Bloomington in Mus-
catine county, and in accordance, therewith, witly leave-obtained,
introduced, '

‘Senate file, No. 106, Aw act to ldy out and -establish a State
read: frém-Grandview in Louisa county, to Bloomington in Mus-
catine county, :

Said bill was read a first, second-and third -time; passed, and
title agreed to.

* Mr.Cassady; with-leave, mtroduced

Senate file, No. 107, An act to establish a State ‘road,  from

the west line of Jolhson ceounty; to the west line of Dallas .

county,
Said bill was read a first, seeond and third time, passed; and
title agreed to.
"My, Cook, with leave, introduced
Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution for a mail route,
Said bill was read a first, second and third time, passed and
title agreed te.
Mr. Royston, on leave obtained; mtroduced g
Senate file, No. 109, An act to authorize the:Board of Public
Works, to issue bonds to enable them to prosecute, to eomple-
tion so much of the improvement of the Des Moines I‘lVBF, as is
now under contract, '
Said bill was read:a first and second time. -
Mr. Harbour moved to lay on the table and make said bill the
special order for two .o’clock, P. M. to-morrow, .
Disagreed to.
Mr. Harbour moved to 1ndeﬁmtely postpone seid bill,
Disagreed to.
Me. Springer move to amend, by striking out the words “ the

’
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amount of money on hand, and” wherever they occur in the first
section,

Agreed to. ‘ i ;

On motion of Mr. Espy,
Laid on the table, till two o’clock P M.
Mr. Jay presented sundry claims, and
‘On his motion, :
. Referred to the commlltee on clalms.

Mr. Bradley, from the sclect committee, to whom- was refer-
red the petition of H. G. Harlan, and two hundred others, with
leave, introduced in accordance with said petition.

Senate file, No. 110, An act to authorize the commissioners
of Jacksomcounty, to 1evy an additional tax to erect a bridge
across the Maquoketa river ;

Said bill was read a first, second and tlnrd time, passed and
title agreed to.

Mr. Espy, from the commlttee on Ways: and ’V[eans to whom
was, referred .

H. R. file, No 100, An act {o amend an 'xct providing for the
collection of revenue for State and county purposes, i

Reported the same back, with one amendment,

Which was concurred in. (-

Said bill was read a second.and - third time, passed and title
agreed to. |, » :

Mr. Howel, on ]eave, mtroduced

Senate file, No 111, An act supplemental to an act estabhah-
a branch of the StateAUmvernLy‘ .at Fairfield.

Said bill was read a first and second time, and

.. On motion of Mr. Cook,

Referred to the committee on mcorporatmne

On motion of Mr. Espy,

The resolution providing compensation to. lhe oﬁicers of the
Senate of the, present session, :

Was taken from the table,

Mr. Espy offered the following amendment add “ :md the as-
sistant fireman $2 00 per day.” : :

On motion of Mr. Wright,

Referrred to the committee on claims,
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Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk.
Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 161, A bill for an act to amend the charter of
the city of Burlington, in which the concurrence of the Senate
is requested.

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 92, Joint Resolution relative to the printing
of the: laws.

Senate file, No. 96, Joint Resolution presenting a sword to
"Capt. B. S. Roberts.
" Senate file, No. 68, A bill for an act relative to the construc-
tion of a plank road from Montrose to Keokuk,in Lee county.

Senate file, No. 79, An act to authorize James H. Gower,
Charles W. Gower, Robert Gower, their heirs or assigns, to im-
prove the Cedar river, by the erecction of a lock and dam.

Senate file, No. 69, An act to incorporéte the town of Cedar
Rapids, in the county of Linn,

Senate file, No. 74, A bill for a special act for the benefit of
Dubuque county.

Senate file, No. 56, A bill for afhet to lay out and establish
a State road from Dubuque ecity to Bunker’s landing in Clayton
county.

Senate file, No. 88, Memorial tothe legislature of Wisconsin.

All of which have passed the House of Representatives with-
out amendment.

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R.file, No. 155, A Dbill for an act granting a right of way
to W. ¥. Coolbaugh,
. H. R. file, No. 160, A bill for an act to cha ange the location of
certain roads therein named. ’
. H. R. file, No. 161, Joint Resolution for a mail route.

H. R. file, No. 156, Joint Resolution for a mail route.

II. R. file, No. 158, Joint Resolution asking a donation of land
for the improvement of the Wapsipinicon river, >
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H. R. file, No. 162, A bill for an act for the relief of Joseph

Wallace and William Sicor.

H. R. file, No. 154, A bill for an act to provide for the in-
struction of the deaf” and damb and blind.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

T herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 58, An act regulating-grocery license.

H. R. file, No. 107, An act to provide for the payment of ju-
rors, in Lee county.

H. R. file, No. 79, Aract supplemental to the aet of Febraa-
ry 23, 1847, entitled “an act <upplemental and amendatory to
an act ‘to ‘establish common schools,” approved January 16,
1840.

H. R. file; No. 35, An.actto.amend an act providing for and.
regulating general elections.

H. R. file, No. 140, An act.to. amend an-act. entitled “an act
to vacale the public square, in the town of West Point in Lee
county,” approved Febrnary 17, 1847.

H. R. file, Na. 166, An act authonzmw Robert Gower.ta keep.
a ferry across Cedar river.

H. R. file, No. 126, An act to amend an act, entitled ¢ an act
to re-locate a territorial road from Fairfield in Jefferson county;
to the Indian boundary.” *®

H. R. file, No. 141, An.act to establish.a State road therein

named.
H. R. file, No. 132, Joint Resolulion far superintending the

printing and distribuling of the laws of t.he‘pvres,ent session.

H. R. file, No. 120, Joint Resolution for the relief of Dan-
iel Judson, treasurcr of Monroe county. h

H. R. file, No. 147, An act to allow additional compensaﬁon
to the agent employed to select the university lands for this State.

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial and Joint Resolution to Con-~
gress for the establishment of certain military posts.

Senate file, No, 50, An act to vacate a part of the town of
Pittsburg.in Van Buren county.

Senate file, No. 51, Joint Resolution in relation to a mail
route.

Senate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution for the appointment of a

Iibrarian.
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‘An act (No. not known,) to authorize Chauncey (. Dibbier
to keep aferry across the Des Moines river, at Farmington in
Van Buren county.

All of which have passed both branches of the General As-
sembly, and received the signature of the speaker of the House
of Representatives.

Mr. Espy, with leave, introduced,

Senate file, No. 112 A bill for an act relative to {ees in crim-
inal cases.

Said bill was read a first, second and third time,

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as {ollows:

Yeas—Messrs. Espy, Fear, Harbour, Royston, Shields, and
Sprott—~&.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bmdle), Cassady, Cook, Jay, Spring-
er, Wright and Mr. Presldent—S.

And the question was decided in the negative.

Mr. Cassady, from the committee on Public Buildings, to
whom: was referred

H. R. file, No. 50, An act to repeal an aect providing for the
re-locating of the seat of government,

Reported a substitute.

A bill for an act providing for the refunding of money to pur-
chasers of lots in Monroe City, and vacating the lots in said
city.

Said substitute was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Cook, :

Referred to a a select committee, and,

Messrs. Cook, Wright and Cassady were appointed said
committee.

‘On motion of Mr. Espy,

Resolved, That the Governor be requested to inform the Sen-
ate what reports have been made by him tu the President of the
United States, in relation to the sale and disposition of the lands
donated by Congress for the improvement of the Des Moines
river, pursuant to the act of Congress making said donation.

Mr. Lspy, with leave, introduced
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Senate file, No. 113, An act to amend an act concerning coats
and fees.
Said bill was read a first and qecond time.
On ‘motion, :
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.

-

TWO O’CLOCK, P. M.

Senate file, No. 113, An act to amend an act relative to costs
and fces,

Was read a third tlme, passed, and title agreed to.

Mzr. Wright, from: the minority of the select commlttce to
whom was referred

The memorial of Jonas Nosler, contesting the right of Hon.
Barney Royston to a seat in this body, as senator from the dis-
trict composed of the counties of Wappelo and Monroe, sub-
mitted a report,

Which was, with the evidence in the case, rccommltted

Mzr. Cook, from the select commiitee to whom was referred,

H. R. file, No. 56, An act to repeal an act {o relocate the seat
of Government, and,

Substitute therefor,

Reported the same back, with amendments.

On motion of Mr. Espy,

Recommitted.

Mzr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported

Senate file, No. 59, An act relative to the pemtentmry,

As correctly enrolled.

Mzr. Shields, from the committee on schools, to whom was
referred

Senate file, No. 104, An act to establish a.branch of the State
University at Dubuqus,
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Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

Mpr. Springer offered the following amendment

“Provided, no monies shall be appropri ated to the support
of any branch of the university, until the revenues of the pa-
rent institution shall exceed three thousand dellars per annum
from the grant made by Congress.

Which was agreed to.

Said bill was read a third time, and,

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Fear,
Harbour, Howel, Jay, Royston, Shields, Sprott, and Mr. Presi-
dent—13.

Nays—DMessrs. Springer and Wright—-2.

And said billwas passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Bradley, from the select committee to whom was referred

Senate file, No. 111, An act supplemental to an act establish«
ing a branch of the State University at Fairfield,

Reported the same back with two amendments,

‘Which were concurred in. v

Said bill was read a second and third time, passed, and title
agreed to.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means to whom
was3 referred

Senate file, No. 67, A bill for an act making appropriations
for public buildings at Iowa City,

Reported the same back without amendment.

Mr. Springer moved its indefinite postponement.

Upon this question

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Jay, Springer, Sprott, Wright, and Mr. Pres-
ident—5. ‘
Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Lassady Cook, Lsp), Fcar,
Harbour, Howel, Royston, and Shields—10.

And the question was decided in lhc negalive,
30
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Mr. Harbour moved to strike out * five thousand” and insert
“three thousand.”
Mr. Espy moved to amend by inserting  four thousand.”
A division of the question being called for,
The question upon striking out * five thousand,”
Was decided in the affirmative.
The question being on the amendment to the amendment,
Was decided in the negative.
The question then recurring on the motion to insert *four
’ thousend,”
Was decided in the affirmative.
Mzr. Harbour moved to strike out the words “Joseph T.
" Fales,” and insert, ¢ James F. Hanby;" lost. ’
Mr. Harbour moved to strike out ¢ four hundred,” and insert
¢ two hundred.”
Mr. Espy moved to amend by inserting ¢ three hundred,”
- Lost.
“The question being on the motion to insert ¢ three hundred,”
"Was decided in the affirmative.
Mr. Howel'moved to refer to the committee on Public Build-
ings, )
Disagreed to.
M. Cassady moved to refer to a committee of the whole Sen-
ate on Monday morning next, 10 o’clock, A. M.
Lost.
Said bill was read a third time.
The question being on the passage of said bill,
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :
Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Espy, Fear, Harbour,
Royston and Shields—8.
Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Howel, Jay, Springer, Sprott, Wright
and Mr. President—7.
And said bill was passed and title agreed to.
Mr. Howel, on leave introduced
Senate file, No. 114, Joint Resolution for an appropriation of
land to aid in the construction of the branch buildings of the
State Univerity at Fairfield.
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Said bill was.read a first, second and third-time, passed and
title agréed to.

On metion of Mr. Jay,

H. R. file, No. 116, An act to establish a system of eommon-
schools,

Was taken from the table.

Mr. Jay- offered the following. amendment :

Strike out section 26, and add to the 14th amendment made
by the House as follows : .

« He shall divide into school districts and number the same,
each township or election precinct in his county, or any part
thereof, when the same has not heretofore been districted and may
alter and change the districts thus.formed, or. those formed un-
der other acts from time to tithe; as-the. corvenience of the inhab-
itants.of the aforesaid townships and - election.precincts may re-
quire, and shall proceed to make such change.at any time when
petitioned by two thirds of the legal voters of said district.

Sec.. Each school district formed and organized, under any .
furmer law, or under the provisions of this actis hereby declar-
ed to be a body corporate by the name and style of school dis-.
trict, No. — of the township of — in the county of — and State
of Iowa, and in that name, it may hold property and be a party .
to suits and contracts.

Upon-the formation of new school distriéts, the fund commis-
sioners shall notify some qualified voter thereof, by written no-.
tice, describing the boundaries of the district and also the time-
and place of the first meeting.

Sec. Such qualified voter shall notify each elector in the dis-.
trict of the same by personal service, as far as convenient, and
shall post a notice at the place of meeting and also in three oth-
er public places in the district, stating the boundary of the dis-
trict and the time and place, at least six days before the time of
such meeting.

Sec. The qualified electors of the district when assembled in-
accordance with the notice required:in the foregoing section,
shall organize by appointing a president and secretary, who
shall act as judges of the election, and the name of each elector
shall be recorded by the secretary.
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‘Bec. They shall then elect by ballot, one president, one sec-
retary and one treasurer, who together shall constitutea board of
directors for the district, and shall hold their offices until the next
succeeding annual district election, and-until their successors are
elected and qualified.

Sec. Said directors shall within ten days after the election ap-
pear before some justice of the peace and take an oath for the faith-
ful performance of their duties, and in case they fail to do so, they
shall each forfeit the sum of five dollars for the use of the dis-
trict.

Upen the adoption of this amendment,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Howel, Jay, Royston,
Springer, Sprott, and Wright—9.

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Espy, Fear, Harbour, Shields and
Mr. President—6. ‘

And the amendment was adopted.

Said bill was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 146, An act to authorize the mayor of Fort
Madison to act as justice of the peace in certain cases,

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

Said vote was reconsidered.

On motion of Mr. Espy,

Referred to the delegation from Lee county.

H. R. file, No. 165, An act to amend the charter of the city
of Burlington,

Waes read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of John
Taylar,

"~ Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 128, An act making appropriations for the
State Government for the fiscal years of 1849 and 1850,

Was read a second and 3d time, passed, and title agreed to.,

Senate file, No. 48, An act to reapportion the State, and de-
fine the boundaries of Senatorial and Representative distriets,

Was read a second time, and,
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On motion of Mr. Springer,
Referred to the committee of the whole Senate, and made the
special order for 10 o’clock to-morrow morning.
H. R. file, No. 162, An act for the relicf of Joseph Wallace
and Wm. Sicor,
Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Springer,
Referred lo the committee on the Judiciary.
H. H. file, No. 158, Joint Resolution asking a donation of
land for the improvement of the Wapsipinicon river,
Was read a first, second and third time, passed, and title
agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 156, Joint Resoclution for a mail route,
" Was read a first, second and third time, passed, and title
agreed fo.
H. R. file, No. 161, Joint Resolution for a mail route,
Was read a first, second and third time, passed, and title
agreed to. .
H. R. file, No. 160, An act to change the location of a certain
road, therein named,
Was read a first, second and third time, passed, and title
agreed to.
H. R.{ile, No. 154, An act to provide for the instruction of
deaf, dumb, and blind persons,
Was read a first, second, and third time, passed, and title
agreed to.
H. R. file, No. 155, An act granting a right of way to W. F.
Coolbaugh,
Was read a first and second time, and,
On motion of Mr. Harbour,
Referred to the committee on Incorporations.
On motion of Mr. Selman,
Mr. Bradley having been called to the chair,
The vote had on
Senate file, No. 90, An act to amend an act forming judicial
districts,
Was reconsidered.
On motion of Mr. Selman;
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The vote had on

H. R. file, No. 115, An act to create the office of Attor“xey
General, and define his duties,

Was reconsidered.

Mzr. Selman, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 116, Joint Resalution for the appomtment of
Wm. G. Cook, as agent for the State. ‘

Said resolutlon was read a first and second time.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. Presiden!i—

1 am directed te inform-tle Senate tliat the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed.

H. R. file, No. 170, An act to provide for the compensation
of members, officers, and printers of the General Assembly, and
for other purposes. '

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 10.a%lock, to-morrew morning..

SATURDAY MORNING, Javvary 13, I849:

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Espy moved to erase from the journal of yesterday, the
reconsideration of the vote had on

Senate file, No. —, An act to amend an act forming judiciak
districts.

Upon this question

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were:
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Cook, Espy, Royston, and Sprott—4.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Harbour,
Howel, Shields, Springer, Wright, and Mr. President—10.

Mr. Espy, from the select committee to whom was referred
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H. R. file, No. 146, An actto empower the meyor of thetown
of Fort Madison, to act as justice of the peace, in certain cases,

Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

Said bill was read a second and third time, passed, and title
agreed to.

Mr. Crawford, from the commxttee on Incorporations, to whom
was referred :

H. R. file, No. 155, An act granting the right of way to Wm,
F. Coolbaugh,

Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

Said bill was read a second and third time.

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Crawford,
Espy, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sproit and Mr. President—11.

Nays—Messrs. Harbour, Howel, and Wright—3.

Said bill was passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Wright, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred '

H. R. file, No. 162, An act for the relief of Joseph Wallace
and Wm. Sicor, ‘

Reported the same back, and recommended its indefinite post-
ponement, '

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Bradley, fromthe commitiee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred

H. R. file, No. 148, An act to amend un act regulating writs
of attachment,”

Reported the same back, with onc amendment, and asked the
concurrence of the Senate therein,

Which was agreed to.

Said bill was read a second and third tinre, and,

The question being on the passage of said bill,

The yeas and nays were 1equc~1nd and being ordered, were
as follows:
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Yoas—Messrs, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Howel,
Royston, Sprott and Mr. President—S.

Nay s—Megssrs. Alger, Cook, Shields, Springer, and errrht
—b.

Said bill was passed and title agreed to.

Mzr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred

H. R. file, No. 66, An act for the relief of Appanoose county.

Reported the same back, with one amendment: which was

concurred in.
Said bill was rcad a second and third lime, passed, and title

agreed to.

Mr. Cook from the select committee to whom was referred,

H. R. file, No. 56, and substitute therefor, an act to provide
for the refunding of the purchase money paid by purchasers of
Iots in Monroe city and vacating said city,

Reported the same back with one amendment,

Which was concurred in.

Mr. Espy moved to amend by adding the following ¢ Proviso”
That this act shall not be construed to apply to the commissioners
who appear as purchasers of lots in Monroe city,

Which was agreed to.

The reading said bill a third time being objected to.

Mr. Bradley moved a suspension of the 13th rule.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested and be-
ing ordered, were as follows:

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy, How-
el, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott and Wright—11.

Nays—DMessrs. Cassady and Mr. President—2,

Said bill was read a third time, passed and title agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 167, A bill for an act authorizing the transcrib-
ing and indexing of the records of the probate court of Jeffer-
son county.



THE SENATE. 241

H. R. file; No. 166, A bill for an act exempting a homestead
from execution.

.H. R. file, No. 168, A bill f{)r an act requiring claimants to
authenticate their claims by oath.

Inall of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Also,

That the House has indefinitely postponed

Senate file; No. 102, Joint Resolution exhonerating Samucl
Stephens from certain penalties, and interest on monies.

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 43, Joint resolution for the relief of John
Taylor.

Senate file, No. 59, An act {o provide for the payment of ex-
penses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cammeron, a fugi-
tive from justice from the State of Pennsylvania.

Secnate file, No. 63, An act to establish a State road therein
named. ‘ ' '

Senate filc, No. 99, An act to provide payment for printing
the laws in newspapers.

Senate file, No. 101, An acl to establish a State road from
Drakesville to Albia in Monroe eounty.

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with-
out amendment, Also;

. The House has passed
~ H. R. file, No. 169, A bill for an act to authorize general in-
corporations;

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

I am also directed to inform the Senate that the House have
receded {rom their disagreement to the amendment made by the
Senate to

H. R, file, No. 11, A bill {or an act to preserve the purity of
- elections. ‘

Myr. Crawford, from the commiitee to whom was referred a
resolution relativé to the compensation of the officers of the Sen-
ate for the present session,

Reported the same back, withoul amendment and recommended
its adoption.

Mr. glook offerered the following amendment, “strike out

0
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four dollars” as pay for assistant secretary, and insert “ihree
doliars.”

Upon this question

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordercd, were
as follows:

Yeas——Messrs. Alger, Cook, Royston, Springer, Sprott, and
Wright—6.

Nays—Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,
Howel, Shields, and Mr. President—S.

Sosaid question was decided in the affirmative.

The question then being on the adoption of said resolution,

Was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Howel, fromthe committee on Roads, to whom was refey-
red

H. R. file, No. 134,

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage.

Said bill was read a second and third time, passed and title

agreed to.
Mr. Harbour, with leave introduced,

Senate file, No. 115, An act for a State road from Washing-
ton county to Montezuma.

Said bill was read a first, second and third time, passed, and
title agreed to.

’VIr. Alger, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 118, An act supplemental to the act of Feb-
ruary 25, 1847, entitled an act to locate and establish o State
University.

Said bill was read a first and seeond time, and

On his motion,

Referred to the committee on Scheols.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr, Lefling-
well, chief clerk.
Mr. President—

T am directed to inform the Senate, that the House o’ Repre-
scntatives has concurred in the amendment made by the Senate to

H. R. file, No. 116, a bill for ann act to establish a system of
common schools.
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1 herewith return .

Senate file, No. —— An aet relative to the Penitentiary,

The same having received the signature of the Speaker of the
Tlouse of Representatives.

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolied Bills,

Reported that they had presented the following bills to the
{xovernor for his signature:

Senate file, No. 50, An act to vacate part of the town of Pitts-
burg, in Van Buren eounty.

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress for the establish-
ment of certain military posts.

Senate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution relalive to the appoint-
ment of a librarian. .

Senate file, No. 51, Joint Resolution relative to a mail route.

Senate file, No. 77, An act to authorize Chauncey G. Dibbler
to keep a ferry across the Des Moines river at Farmington, Van
Buren county.

And,

Senate file, No. 57, An act relative to the penitentiary.

Mr. Shields, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 117, An act supplemental to the act of Feb-
ruary 2D, 1847, entitled an act to provide for the management
and disposition of the school fund.

Said bill was read a first and second time, and, -

On his motion,

Referred to a select cemmiitee, and,

Messrs. Harbour, Cassady and Crawford, were appointed
sald committee.

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M.
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TWO O’CLOCK, P, M.

Senate file, No, 106, An act to authorize the Board of Pub-
lic Works to issue bonds to enable them to prosecute to comple-
tion, so much of the improvement of the Des Moines river as
is now under contract,

Was read a second time.

Mr. Royston offered to amend, by adding, “That the amcunt
of said bonds shall not exceed the sum of $200,000.

Disagreed to,

Mr. Springer offered the following amendment :

Add to the third section the words, “in no event shall the
State of Iowa become responsible for the payment or redemp- -
tion of this bond, or the interest thereon.

Which was agreed to.

And said bill was read a third time.

The question being on the passage of said bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Cook, Royston, Wright and Mr. President
—4,

Nays—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Howel, Shields, Springer and Sprott—9. .

And the question was decided in the negative.

Mr, Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom
was referred certain claims, )

Reported the same back to the Senate.

The president laid before the Senate a communication from
the Secretary of State, relative to the digposition of Jowa re-

ports.
On motion of Mr. Cook,

Laid on the table.
Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom
was referred
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H. R. file, No. 31, An act requiring notice of sales Ly orders
of courts of records, to be advertised in some newspaper,

Reported the same back, with two amendments,

Which were concurred in.

Said bill was read a second time.

Objections being made to the third reading of said bill,

Mr. Espy moved a suspension of the 13th rule,

Disagreed to.

The question being on reading said bill a third timeen Monday,

The yeas and nays were requested and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, Sprott and Mr. President
—11.

Nays—Messrs. Cook, Springer and Wright—3.

* And the question was decided in the affirmative.

Senate file, No. 116, Joint Resolution for the appointment of
Wm. G. Coop agent for the State,

Was read a second and third time.

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Cassady, Harbour, Royston, Sprott, Wright
and Mr. President—®. '

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy, How-
el, Shields and Springer—S8.

And the question was decided in the negative.

Mr. Shields, from the committee on Sehools, to whom was re-
ferred

Senate file, No. 118, An act supplemental to the act of Feb-
ruary 25, 1847, entitled an act to locate and establish a State
University,

Reported the same back, with one amendment,

* Which was concurred in.

Senate file, No. 48, An act to re-apportion the State, and de-
fine the boundaries of Representative and Senatorial districts
therein,

Being in special order.
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The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, M.
Cook in the chair,

And after some time spent therein,

The committee rose, and by their chairman,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments.

Mr. Howel moved to concur in the first amendment, to-wit :——
strike out two,” and insert “three’ in the eighth section.

Disagreed to.

The question being on concurring in all the other amendments
made by the committee, was decided in the negative,

Mr. Cook, with leave, offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the basis of apportioning the State into Repre-
sentative and Senatorial districts, shall be the census of 1847.

Mzr. Royston moved to amend as follows, add “and such other
authentic information as may be in possession of the Senate.”

Upon this question

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Royston, Wright,
and Mr. President—©6.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Howel,
Shields, Springer, and Sprott—S8.

- And the amendment was lost.

The question then recurring on the adoption of the resolution,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were '
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour,
Shields, and Springer—17.

Nays—DMessrs. Cassady, Espy, Howel, Royston, Sprott,
Wright, and Mr. President—7.

So said resolution was lost.

On motion of Mr. Howel,

Said vote last had, was reconsidered.

The question being on the adoption of the resolution,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs, Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford Halbour,
Howel, Shields, and Springer—8.
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Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Ispy, Harbour, Royston, Sprott,
Wright and Mr. President—0, i

So said resolution was adopted.

Mr. Espy moved to strike out ¢ four,” and 1usert ¢ five,” in
the first section.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and,be-
ing ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Sprott, Wright and Mx. Pres-
ident—>b.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour,
Howel, Royston, Shields and Springer—-9.

And the question was decided in the negative.

Mcr. Bradley moved to strike out ¢ three,” in the third section,
and insert ¢ two,” and strike out **two” in the fourteenth sec-
tion, and insert  three.”

Mr. Espy, from the committtee on enrolled bills, reported the
following bills as correctly enrolled,

Senate file, No. 66, An act for the re-location of the counly
seat of Clinton county.

Senate file, No. 83, An act providing for the election of an ad-
ditional justice of the peace, in Montrose township, in Lee
county.

Senate file, No. 84, An act to legalize certain officers therein
named.

Senate file, No. 54, An act to eslablish nermal schools.

Senate file, No. 53, An act for the organization of Lucas coun-
ty.
Senate file, No. 85, An act to provide for the location of the
county seat of Benton county.

Senate file, No. 64, An act to authorize Augustus Phelps to
keep a ferry at Lyons, in Clinton county.

Senate file, No. 87, An act to amend an act to re-organize the
supreme court.

Senate file, No. 118, An act to preserve the records of Jones
county.

Senate file, No. 63, Resolution of thanks to Capt. B. 8. Rob-
erts. ®

Senate file, No. 82, Joint Resolution for a mail route,
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 Senate file, No. 55, An act to authorize Robert Bunker to
keep a ferry in Clinton county.

Senate file, No. 73, An act fixing the terms of the district
courts,

Senate file, No. 59, An act to provide for the payment of ex-
penses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cammeron, a fugitive
from justice, from the State of Pennsylvania.

A call of the Senate was had, when it appeared that Mr.
Shields was absent.

That gentleman having appeared,

The further call was suspended, and

The gquestion being on Mr. Bradley’s amendment,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Shields, and
Springer—G.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston,
Sprott, Wright, and Mr. President—S8.

Axpd the amendment was lost.

Mr. Cook moved to lay said bill on the table,

Disagreed to.

Mr. Wright moved to strike out the tenth section of said bill.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and be-
ing ordered, were as follows :

Ycas——’VIessrs Bradley, Cook, Crawf{ord, Shields, Springer,
Sprott and Wright—7.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel,
Royston and My, President—7.

Said amendment was lost

On motion of Mr. Alger,

Said vote was reconsidered. v

The question being on the adeption of the amendment,

The yeas and nays were requested and being ordered were as
follows : )

Yeas—DMessrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Shiclds,
Springer, Sprott, and Wright—8,

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howceh Royston,
and Mr, President—6.



THE SENATE. 249

Suid umendment was agreed to.

Mr. Wright moved to strike out the last section.

Upon this question

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Shields,
Springer, Wright, and Mr. President—9.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, fowel, :md Roys-
ton—3.

Said amend ment was agreed to.

Said bill was read a third time, and

The question being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston,
Wright, and Mr. President—7.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Shiclds, Springer, and
Sprott—17.

Said question was decided in the negative.

Mzr. Springer, offered the following fesolution :

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate are hereby tendered
to the Hon. John J. Selman, for the able, impartial and highly
satisfactory manner in which he has discharged the responsible
duties of President of the Senate, during the present session;,

Which was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Harbour, from the select commiite, to whom was referred

Senate file, No. 117, An act supplemental to the act of Feb-
ruary 25, 1847, cntitled an act for the management and distribu-
tion of the school fund,

Reported the same, back with one amendment,

Which was concurred in.

Said bill was read a second time.

Mr. Springer proposed a substitute for the 8th section, and
a proviso to the first, and to amend the filth section as follows:
strike out all after the 8thline, and insert, “on the first day of’
November next.”

The question being on the adoption of the amendment, sub-
stitute and proviso, was decided in the affirmative,

-
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Mr. Royston moved to sirike out * Robert Brown;" aud in-
sert Benjamin Luce.

Mx. Espy moved to amend by inserting the name of Enech
Pardeu. ’

A division of the question being called for.

The Senate refused to strike out the name of Robert Brown.

Said bil] was read a'third time.

"Flie question being on the passage of the bill;

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford; Espy; Harbeur,
Howel, Royston and Shields—8.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Springer, Sprott, Wright and
Mr. President—6.

Baid bill was passed,; and title agreed to.

Mr. Aarbour moved to adjourn till half past six o’clock; this
¢vening.

Mr. Bradley moved to amend by inserting Monday morning;
9 o’clock.

Upon this question, the yeas ard nays were requested; and
Being ordered, were as follows :-

Yeas—Messrs.. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Harbour; Shields,-
Springer; and Wright—7.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Howel,- Royston, Sproit and
Mr. President—o6.

And the Senate adjourned.

SfONDAY MORNING, Jasvady 15, 1849,

Senate et pursuant to adjournment.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.
Mr. President-—
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1 am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sgntatives has passed,

H. R. file, No. 176, A bill for an act to re-apportion the State
into Representative and Senatorial distriets.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Mr, Crawford, from the gommittee on claims, to whom was
referred,

H. R. file, No. 170, A bill for an act making appropriations
for the pay of members, officers and .printers of the Gengral
Assembly, and for other purposes,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments.

Said bill was read a second time, and

On motion of Mr. Springsr,

Recommitted.

H. R. file, No. 167, A bill for an act allowing additienal com-
pensation to the agent employed Lo select University lands,

Wasread afirst, second and third time, passed, and title agreed
to.

H. R. file, No. 168, A bill for an actallowing and regulating
writs of attachment, ‘

Was read a first, secend anrd third time, passed, and title
agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 169, A bill for an act increasing the power, of
«county commissioners,

Was read a first and second time, and

On motion of Mr. Espy,

Referred to, a select committee, and.

Messrs, Espy, Sprott and Wright, were appointed said ¢om-
ittee.

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on claims, to whom was re-
ferred,

H. R. file, No. 170, A bill for an act making appropriation
for the pay of members, officers and printers .of the General As-.
sembly, and for other purposes,

Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto,
end asked the concurrence of the Senate therein,

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Espy moved to amend, by adding to ‘C. Bates, fifty dollars.’
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Upon this question

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas——Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Iispy, and Har-
bour—>5.

Nays—Messrs. Cook, Crawford, Howel, Royston, Shields,
Springer, Sprott, Wright, and Mr. President—9.

Said motion was lost.

Message {rom the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk.
M. President—

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 114, Joint Resolution for agrant of land.

Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to nett proceeds
of sales of public lands.

Senate file, No. 91, An act to repeal the township organiza-
tion of Scott county.

¥

Senate file, No. 49, An act donating colleze square, to medi-
cal department of Htate University.

Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution for a mail route.

Scnate file, No. 95, Preamble and Joint Resolution asking a
donation of land for, a military road.

Senate file, No. 106, An act to establish a State road from
Grandview to Bloomington.

Senate file, No. 111, An act supplemental to the act estab-
lishing a branch of State University at Fairfield.

Senate file, No. 89, An act relative to deeds of collectors of
revenue.

Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road from
Oskaloosa to Montezuma.

Senate file, No. 107, An zct 1o establish a State road from
west line of Johuson county, to west line of Dallas county.

The same having passed the House of Representatives with-
ont amendment. :

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 113, A bill for anr act concerning costs and
{ees.

The same having pasged the House of Representalives, with
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one amendment, in which the concurrence of the Senate is re-
yuested.

Also,

Senate file, No. 67, A Dill for an act making appropriations
_for public buildings at Iowa City. ’

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with
one amendment, in which the concurrence of the Senate is re-
quested.

The House of Representatives has indefinitely postponed

Senate file, No. 110, An act authorizing an additional tax in
Jackson county, for the purpose of building a bridge across the
Maquoketa river. _

Mr. Wright moved to amend by inserting the fees of officers
and witnesses in the case of Nosler vs. Royston.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Harbour, Shields,
Springer, Sprott, Wright and Mr. President—10,

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Crawford, and Howel—3.

Said amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Wright moved to amend by adding, ““to James Sloan, for
witness fees, 280 miles travel, and one day’s attendance before
$23 40.

ty

the committe, at 8 cents per mile,

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows:

Yeas—DMessrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott, Wright, and Mr.
President—>5.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, and Shields—8.

And the amendment was lost.

The question being on the passage of the Lill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, Sprott and Mr. President
~11.

Nays—DMoessrs. Cook, Springer and Wright--3.

Said bill was passed, and title agreed to,
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H.'R. file, No. 137, A bill for an act donating certain fands
to the medical department of the Jowa University,

Was read a first and second time, and,

Qn motion of My. Springer,

Referred to the committee on Schools.

Mr. Cook, from the select committee, to whom was referred

H. R. file, No. 31, A bill for an act requiring all notices of
sales of courts of record to be published in some newspaper,

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments,

Which were coneyrred in.

Said bill was read a ihird time, passed, and title agreed ta.

Mr. Espy from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported

Senate file, No. 91, An act fo repeal the township organiza-
tion of Scott county.

Senate file, No. 68, An act for the construction of a plank
road from Montrose to Keokuk, in Lee eounty.

Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and joint resolution for a grant
of land to construct a military road from the Mississippi to the
Missourd river.

Senate file, No. 79, An act to authorize J. H., C. W, and R.
Gower to improve the Cedar river by a dam and lock.

Senate file, No. 56, An act to lay out and establish a State
road from Dubuque city to Bunker’s landing, in Clayton county.

Senate file, No. 83, Memorial tothe Legislature of Wisconsin,
for a continuation of the Dubuque and Xeokuk rail road,

Senate file, No. 98, Joint Resolution,

Senate' file, No. 63, An act to establish a State road therein
named.

Senate file, No. 29, An act and ordinance accepting the prop-
ositions made by Congress on the admission of Iowa, as a State,
into the union.

Senate file, No. 47, An act tp amend an act entitled an act
regulating practice in thedistrict courts of the territory of Towa.

Senate file, No. 52, An act to establish a State road therein
named.

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of J. Taylor,

Senate file, No. 62, An act to amend anact creating a Board of
Public Works, approved February 24, 1847,
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Semate file, No. 69, An act to incorporale the town of Cedar
rapids, in Linn county.

Senate file, No. 99, An act to provide for the payment of print-
ing laws in newspapers.

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress relative to the es-
tablishment of military posts.

Senate file, No. 105, An act {0 establish a State rvad from Os-
calonsa to Montazuma.

Seénate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution for d mail rotte.

Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resclution relative to the nett pro~-
ceeds arising from the sale of lands in Iowa.

Senate file;; No. 107; An aet to establish a State road from the
west line of Johnson, to the west line of Dallas county.

Senate file, N6. 72, An act to authorize R. R. Jenks to erect
a toll bridge across the Wapsipinicon rver:

Senate file, No. 74, An act for the benefit of the county of Dut
buque.-

Senate file, No. 114, Joint Resclution for an'appropriation of
land to aid in the construction of the buildings of the branch of
the State Univeriity at Fairfield.

Senate file, No. 101, An act to establish a State road from
Drakesville, to-Albia in Monroe county.

Senate file, No. 67, An act making an appropriation for the
publie buildings at Iowa City.

Senate file, No. 92, Joint resolution in relation to the print-
ing of the acts and resolutions of the General Assembly, and:

Senate file, No. 97, An act in relation to the election of State
officers,

As correctly enrolled.

Mr. Espy, {from the commitiee on enrolled bills,

Reported, that they had presented the following bills to the
Governor, for his signature.

Senate file, No. 53, An act for the organization of Lucas county.

Senate file, No.-83, An act for an additiorial justice of the
peace in Montrose township, in Lee dounty.

Substitute for

H. R. file, No. 118, An act (o presesve the records of Jones
countly. ’
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Senate file, No. 66, An act for the re-location of the county
seat of Clayton county:

Senate file, No. 64, An act to authorize A. Phelps to keep a
ferry.

Senate file, No. 83, An act for the re-location of the county
seat of Benton county.

Senate file, No. 73, An act fixing the terms of the District
Court.

Senate file, No. 55, An act to authorize Robert Bunker to keep
a ferry across the Mississippi river, at Bunker’s landing, in Clay-
ion county.

Senate file, No. — Joint Resolution for a mail route.

Senate file, No. 65, Joint Resolution of thanks to Captain
Roberts. -

Senate file, No. 87, An act to amend an act toore-organize the
Supreme Court.

Mr. Espy, from the select committee, to whom was referred

H. R. file, No. 139, A bill for an act to establish at Fairfield
a branch of the State University,

Reported the same back; with amendments ; which were con-
curred in.

Said bill was read a second and third time, passed, and title
agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 166, A bill for an act exempting a homestead
from execution,

Was rcad a first and second time, and,

On motion of Mr. Howel,
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary.
On motion,
The Senate adjourned till 2 o’clock, P. M,
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M.

H. R. file, No. 176, An act to re-apportion the State into rep-
resentative and senatorial districts,

Was read a first and second time.

Mr. Alger moved to strike out Poweshiek, and insert the
same in the 10th section of the bill.

_ Agreed to.

Mr. Harbour moved to sirike out ¢ three,” and insert ¢ two”’
in the fourth section, and strike out “{wo,” and insert * three,”
in the tenth section; disagreed to.

Mr. Springer moved to give Pottawaltamie county a represen-
tative.

A call of the Senate being had, Mr. Selman was found to be
absent. )

Mr. Selman appearing, the further call was suspended.

Upon this question,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Springer, Sprott and Wright—>5.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,
Howel, Royston, Shields and Mr. President—9,

Mr. Springer moved to insert :* Pottawattamie,” after the
word ¢ Lucas.”

Upon this question,

The yeas and nays were reqfiested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Springer, Sprott,
Wright and Mr. President—17.

‘Nays——Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Lspy, Harbour, Howel,
Royston and Shields,—7.

So said question was lost. .-

Myr. Royston mdved to strike out ¢ one representative™ from

the Dubuque district, and give the same to Pottawattamie county.
33
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Upon this question, the yaes and nays were requested and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yecas— Messrs. Cassady, Howel, Royston, Wright and Mx.
President—35.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, ‘Cook, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Shields, Springer and Sprott—9.

Mr. Royston moved to attach Pottawattamie counly to the
Davis and Appanoose district.

Mr. Crawford having been called to the chair,

Mr. Selman moved to take ene representative {rom Henry
county.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Selman moved to amend the seventh section by adding
“ Davis and Appangose, and the country lying west, and give
that district five representatives.”

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and

being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas——Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Royston, Shields and Sprots
—D. '

Nays-—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,
Howel, Springer, Wright and Mr. President—9.

And‘the question was decided in the negative.

Mr. Springer moved to strike out “two,” and insert “three,”
in the district composed of Louisa and Washington counties.

Disagreed to.

Mr. Selman moved to indefinilely postpone said bill.

Upon this question the weas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas~Messrs Cassady,Espy, Howel, Royston, Shields. and
Mr. President—6.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour,
Springer, Sprott and Wright—--8.

And said question was decided in the negative .
- Mr. Springermoved to insert “Clark’ in the 4thseclion, alter
the word “Lucas.”

Disagreed to.

Mr. Selman moved a reconsldcxahon of the vole taken on al-
taching Pottawatlamie county,
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Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows:

Yeas——Messrs, Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr President—10:

Nays—Messrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott and Wright—4.

Said vote was reconsidered. -

Mr. Harbour moved to strike out three, and insert two, in the
fourth section. :

Mr. Harbour moved to .substitute in the 10th section, “one
senator and two representatives jointly.”

Mr. Royston moved that the extra Representative be given to
the district composed of Cedar, Linn, and Benton counties.

Mr. Shields moved to amend by adding to the 15th section
“one member.”’

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate that the Ilouse of Repre-
sentatives has passed,

H. R. file, No. 175, A bill for an act to provide for the ac-
cepting of lands that may be donated by Congress, and to pro-
vide for the selection of the same. '

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

I herewith return, '

Senate file, No. 111, A bill for an act supplemental to the act
establishing a branch of the University at Fairfield.

The House of Representetives has also passed, without
amendment,

Senate file, No. 56, A bill for an act to provide for the re-
funding of the purchase money paid by purchasers of lots in
Monroe city, and vacating said city.

Also,

H. R. file, No. 176, A bill for an.act to repeal a portion of an
act therein named,

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

The House has indefinitely postponed.

Senate file, No. 115, A bill for an act to locate a State road
from Washington to Montezuma.
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Senate file, No. 63, An act to establish a State road therein
named.

Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to the nett pro-
ceeds of the sale of public lands in Iowa.

Senate file, No. 65, Resolution of thanks to Capt. B. 8. Rob-
erts.

Senate file, No. 52, An act to establish a State road therein
named.

Senate file, No. 91, An act to repeal the township organiza-
tion of Scott eounty.

Senate file, No. 47, An act to amend an act entitled an act
regulating practice in the distriet courts in the Territory of
Towa.

Senate file, No. 88, Memorial to the legislature of Wisconsin,
for the continuation of the Dubuque and Keokuk railroad.

Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and joint resolution for a dona-
tion of land to construct a military road from the Mississippi to
the Missouri river.

The same having received the signature of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

Senate file, No. 114, Joint Resolution for an appropriation of
land to aid in the construction of the buildings of the branch of
the State University at Fairfield.

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of John
Taylor.

Senate file; No. 99, An act to provide for the payment of laws
published in newspapers.

Senate file, No. 72, An act to authorize R. R. Jenks to erect
a toll bridge across the Wapsipinicon river.

Senate file, No. 46, Memorial to Congress relative to the es-
tablishment of military posts.

Senate file, No. 74, An act for the benefit of the county of Du-
buque.

Senate file, No. 69, An.act to incorporate the town of Cedar
rapids, in Linn county.

Senate file, No. 101, An act to establish a State road from
Drakesville to Albia in Monroe county.

Senate file, No. 29, An act and ordinance accepting the pro-
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positions made by Congress, on the admission of Iowa as a State,
into the Union.

Senate file, No. 86, Joint Resolution.

T herewith return,

Senate file, No. 79, An act to authorize J. H., C. W. and R.
Gower, to improve Cedar river, by the erection of a lock and
dam.

Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution for a mail route.

Senate file, No. 62, An act to amend an act creating a Board
of Public Works, approved February 24, 1847.

Senate file, No. 50, An act to lay out and establish a State
road from Dubuque city, to Bunkers’ landing in Clayton county.

Senate file, No. 92, Joint Resolution in relation to the print-
ing of the acts and resolutions of the General Assembly.

Senate file, No. 67, An act making appropriations for the pub-
lic buildings at Towa City.

Senate file, No. 107, An act to establish a State road from the
west line of Johnson, to the west line of Dallas county.

Senate file, No. 103, An act to establish a State road from Os-
caloosa to Montezuma.

1 herewith return,

Senate file, No. 70, A bill for an act to provide for the making
of a railroad from Du Buque to Keokuk.

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with

the following amendments : e
Strike out the first section, together with the enacting clause,
and,

Strike out all after the end of the second section.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

Mr. Harbour moved to strike out “one” from the Dubuque
district, and add to Wappelo and Monroe.

Agreed to.

Mr. Harbour moved to reconsider.

Agreed to.

The question being on striking out and inserting.

Was disagreed to.

Mr. Royston moved to reconsider the vote attaching Powe-
shiek to the Mahaska district.
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Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Wright and
Mr. President—7. )

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cock, Crawford, Shields,
Springer and Sprott—7.

And the question was decided in the negative.

Mr. Bradley moved to reconsider the vote attaching Pottawat-
amie to Clark.

Upon this question, the yeas. and nays. were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shiclds, and Mr. President.—10

Nays—Messrs. Cook, Springer, Sprett and Wright—4.

Said question was decided in the aflirmative.

Mr. Springer moved to add Clark 1o Davis and Appanoose.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as fallows:

Yeas—Messrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott end Wright-—4.

Nays Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields and Mr.. President—10.

Mr. Harbour moved to strike out one Representative from
the Dubuque district.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Cassady, Harbour, Howel, Royston, Springer,
Sprott, Wright and Mr. President—8.

Nays—Messrs. Alger. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy and
Shields—6.

Said question was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Harbour moved to strike out the words “‘one representa-
tive jointly,” from the 11th section. ,

A call of the Senate being had, Mr. Bradley was found to be
absent.

Mzr. Bradley appearing, the further call was suspended.

Mzr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, with leave, »
reported that they had presented to the Governor for his signa-
ture, ’
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Senate file, No. 69, An act to incorporate the town of Cedar
Rapids, in Linn county.

Senate file, No. 96, Joint Resolution.

Senate file, No. 91, An act to repeal the township organiza-
tion of Scott county. :

Senate file, No. 29, An act and ordinance accepting the pro-
positions made by Congress, on the admissionof Iowa, as a State,
intothe Union. .

Senate file, No. 47, An act to amend an act entitled an act
regulating practice in the district courts in the Territory of
Towa. . . '

Senate file, No. 52, An act to vacate a part of the town of
Pittsburg, in Van Buren county.

Senate file, No. 88, Memorial to the legislature of Wisconsin
for a continuation of the Dubuque and Keokuk railroad.

Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to the neit
proceeds arising from the sale of lands in Iowa.

Senate file, No. 72, An act to authorize R. R. Jenks to ercct
a toll bridge across the Wapsipinicon river.

Senate file, No. 56, An act to lay out and establish a State
road from Dubnque to Bunker’s landing, in"Clayton county.

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress relative to the es-
tablishment of milKary posts.

Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and joint resolution for a grant
of land to construct a military road from the Mississippi to the
Missouri river.

Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road from Os-
caloosa to Montezuma.

Senale file, No. 104, Joint Resolution for an appropriation of
land to aid in the construction of the buildings of the branch of
the State University at Fairfield.

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of J. Taylor.

Senate file, No. 101, An act to establish a State road from
Drakesville to Albia, in Monroe county. .

Senate file, No. 99, An act to provide for the payment of
printing the laws in newspapers.

Senate file, No. 92, Joint Resclution relative o printing the
~acts and resolutions of the General Assembly.
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Senate file, No. 063, An act to establish a State road therein
named. ’

Senate file, No. 107, An act to establish a State road from the
west line of Johnson, to the west line of Dallas county.

Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution for a mail route. .

Senate file, No. 79, An act to authorize J. H., C. W. and R.
Gower, to improve Cedar river by a dam and lock.

Senate file, No. 67, An act making an appropriation for the
public buildings, at.Towa City.

Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road from Os-
caloosa, to Montazuma.

Senate file, No. 59, An act to provide for the payment of ex-
penses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cammeron, afugitive
from justice from the State of Pennsylvania.

Senate file, No. 68, Anact for the construction of a plank road
from Montrose to Keokuk in Lee county.

Senate file, No. 74, An act for the benefit of the county of Du-
buque.

Senate file, No. 89, An act in relation to deeds of collectors of
revenue.

Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road, from Os-
caloosa, to Montazuma.

Senate file, No. 111, An act supplementakto an act to estab-
lish a branch of the State University at Fairfield.

Upon the question pending,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Cassady, Harbour, Howel, Royston, Springer,
Sprott, Wright and Mr. President—8.

Nays—Messrs. A]ger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy and
Shiclds—6.

So said amendment was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,
The 14th section of the bill was so amended as togive Juck-
son and Jones two representatives jointly.
On motion of Mr. Shields,
The following was substituted for the 15th section:
That the counties of Dubuque, Clayton, Delaware, Buch hanan,
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Black Hawk, Winneshiek and Allemakcee, shall have two Sena-
tors.

That the counties of Dvbuque, Delaware, Buchanan, and
Black Hawk, shall kave three Representatives jointly 5 and
. That the counties Clayton, I"ayette, Winneshiek, and Alama-
kee, shall have one Representative jointly.

Said bill was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

2dr. Shields, from the committee on schools, to whom was re-
ferred

H. R. file, o. 180, An act to denate certain lands to the med-
ical department of the Towa University,

Reported the same back, and recommended its indefinite post-
ponement.

Upon this question,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows :

YVeas—DMessrs. Cassady, Crawford, Ispy, tlowel, Shields,
Springer, and Mr. President—7.

Nays—Dlessrs. Alger, Bradley, Cock, Royston, and Wright,
—D.

Said report 'was concurred in, and said bill indefinitely post-
poned.

H. R. file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend zn act entitled
an act for the orgamzalmn of Pottawatomie and other counties,

Was taken from the table,

Mr. Cook moved its indefinite postponement.

Upon this question,

The yeas and nays were requested; and being oxdcred, were
as follows : _

Yeas—DMessrs. Eradley, Cock, Crawford, Springer, Sprott,
and Wright—6.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Espy, llarbour; Howel,
loyston, Shields, and Mr. President—S8.

Said motion was disagreed to.

Said bill was laid on the table; subject tothe order of the Sen-
ate.

My. Royston offered the following resolution:

Resolved By the Senate; (the House concurring,) T‘mt the
34
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resolution fixing this as a day of adjournment, be and the same
is hereby rescinded.

Upon the adoption of this resolution,

The yeas and nays were requested and being ordered, were
as follows: .

Yeas-——Messrs. Cas:ady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston.and
Mr. President—6.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Shields
Springer, Sprott and Wright—8.

So said resolution was not adopted.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.
JMr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed

H. R. file, No. 177, An act supplemental to the act making
appropriation for the pay of members,officers and printers of the
General Assembly, and for other purposes.

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested.

H. R. file, No. 171,

Was read a-third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 113, An act to amend an act regulating costs
and fees,

Was read o third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Senate file, No. 70, An act 1o provide for thc making of a
railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk,

Was read, as amended by the House, and,

On motion of Mr. Shields,

Laid on the table.

H. R. file, No. 176, A bill for an act {o repeal certain acts
therein named,

Was read a first and second time, and™~

Mr. Springer moved its indefinite postponement.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requesied, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Roysten,

Shields, Springer and W r1wht—8

Nays—>Messrs. Cassady, Espy and Howel—3.
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Said bill was indefinitely postponed.
On motion of Mr. Espy,

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, for
the consideration of '

H. R. file, No. 166, A bill for an act to exempt a homestead
from execution, ’

Mr. Bradley in the chair,

And after some time spent therein, the.committee rose, and
by their chairman, reported the same back, without amendment,
and recommended its paszage.

It being moved to concur in the report of the Judiciary com-
mittee, recommending the striking out of the proviso in said
bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, . and being ordered, were -
as follows:

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, Howel, Shields, and
Wright—5.

Nays—Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Espy, Harbour, Royston, .
Springer, and Sprott—8.

The question was decided in the negative.

Mr. Shields moved to lay said bill on the table.

Upon this- question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows : '

Yeas—Messrs. Bradley, . Crawford, Howel, Shields, and
Wright—5.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Harbour, Roy--
ston, and Springer—7°

On motion,
The Senate adjourned till half past 6 o’clock, P. M..
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F PAST SIX -O’CLOCK, P. M.

Mr. Crawford moved a call of the Senate.
When it appeared that Mr. Shiclds was absent.
That gentieman appearing, the further call was suspeuded.
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefing-
well, chief clerk.
Mr. President—

1 herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, IWo. 113, An act to authorize an additional tax for
State purposes.

H. R.file, No. 117.

The same having passed both branches of the General As-
sembly, and received the signature of the Specker of the House
of Representatives. ‘

H. R. file, Wo. 166 ,An actio exempt a homestead from forced
sale,

Was read with amendinents,

Which were concurred in.

The question then being on the passage of the bill,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows : .

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Harbour, Roys-
ton, Springer, Sprott, and Mr. President—39.

Nays—DMessrs, Bradley, Crawford, Howel, Shields, and
Wright-—5.

Mr. Crawford moved to amend the title by substituting a bill
for an act to prevent the payment of debts.

Upon this question the yeas and nays were requested, and be-
ing ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs., Bradley, Crawford, Shields, and Wright—A4.

Nays—DMessrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Harbour, How-
el. Royston, Springer, Sprott, and Mr. President—10.

Said bill was passed, and title agreed to.
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Mr. Alger, with leave, introduced

Senate file, No. 120, A bill for an act, supplemental o an act,
approved February 25, 1847, cntitled ““an act to establish a
State University.”

Said bill was read a ﬁrst second and third time, passed, and
title agreed to.

H. R. file, No. 177, A bill for an act supplemental to an act,
making appropriations for pay of members, officers and printers
of the General Assembly,

Was read a {irst and second time.

Mr. Wright moved to strike out the name of G. 8. IHampton.

Upon this question,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows

Yeas—DMessrs. Ceok, Springer; Sprott, and Wright—4.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,
Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President—9.

Mr. Royston moved to strike out fifty.

Upon this question,

The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were
as follows:

Yeas—Diessrs. Bradley, Coock, Royston, Shields, Springer,
Sprott and Wright—7.

Nays—Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour,
Howel, and Mr. President—7.

So the question was decided in the negative.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk.

Mr. President—

I herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 136, Joint Resolution asking a change of mail
conveyance and extension of mail route.

H. R. file, No. 155, An act granting a right of way to. Wm.
F. Coolbaugh.

H. R. file, No. 99, An act for the relief of Appanoose county.

H. R. file, No. 146, An act to empower the mayor of the
town of Fort Madison, to act as a justice of the peace in certain
cases.
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H. R. file, No. 161, Joint Resolution for a mail route.

H. R. file, No. 138, An act to organize the county of Alla-
makee.

H. R. file, No. 139, An act to establish at Fairfield, a branch
of the State University.

H. R. file, No. 160, An act to change the location of eertain.
roads therein named.

H. R. file, No. 156, Joint Resolution for a mail route..

H. R. file, No. 143, An act for a State road therein named.

H. R. file, No. 158, Joint Resolution,. asking a donation of
land for the improvement of the Wapsipinicon river.

H. R. file, No. 11, An act to preservethe purity of elections.

H. R. file, No. 154, An act to provide for the instruction of
the deaf, dumb and blind.

H. R. ﬁle, No. 152, An act to locate a State road from Fair-.
field to Keokuk in Let, county.

All of which have passed hoth branches of the General As-.
sembly, and have been reported as correctly enrolled.

I herewith return

Senate file, No. 104, A bill for an act to estabhsh a branch of
the State University ot Dubuque.

The same having passed the House without amendment.

Mer, Cook moved to amend by inserting to H. D. Downey one-
hundred dollars.

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Crawford,
Harbour, Howel and Royston—8.

Nays—Messrs. Espy, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wright and:
Mr. President—6.

Mr. Howel moved to reconsider.

Upon this question the yeas and nays were requested, and
being ordered, were as follows :

Yeas—Messrs. Crawford, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston,
Shields, Wright and Mr. President—8.

Nays——Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Springer and
Sprott—6.

Mr. Crawford moved to insert, to H. D. Downey 25 dollars.
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Mr. Cook moved to amend by inserting seventy-five dollars.
The question being on the amendment to the amendment,
Was agreed to.

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chiel clerk :

Mr. President—

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House has ap-
poirted Mr. Reed to act in conjunction with a similar committee
on the part of the Senate, to wait upon His Excellency, and
inquire if he has any further communications to make to the
(General Assembly.

Mr. Harbour was thereupon appointed said ccmmittee, on the
part of the Senate.

Said bill was read athird time.

The question being on the passage of the bill,

It was decided in the negative.

Mr. Bradley offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That C. C. Rockwell, the Secretary of the Senate,
is entitled to, "and is hereby tendered the thanks of the Senate,
for the diligence and attention with which he has discharged
the arduous duties incumbent upon him,

Which was unanimously adopted.

Mr. Wright reported from the select committee appointed to
inquire into the right of the Hon. Barney Royston to a seat in
this body, from the district composed of the counties of Wap-
ello and Monroe.

On metion of Mr. Espy,

Said report was laid on the table.

Message from the House of Representatives, Ly IVIl Lefiing-
well, chle,f clerk:

Mr. Presideni—

I herewith return .

Senate file, No. 89, An act in relation to deeds of coliectors
of revenue. Also,

Senate file, No. 106, An act to lay out and establish a State
road from Grandview to Bloomington, in Muscatine county.

The same having received the signature of the Speaker of.
the Housc of Representatives.
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I herewith present for your signature,

H. R. file, No. 116, Joint Resolution for a mall route {rom
Bellevue to Independence.

H. R. file, No. 108, An zct authorizing W, F. Breckenridge
to make a cenal, and teke water from the Wapsipinicon river,
and to creale a water power.

H. R. file, No. 128, An act making an appropriation for the sup-
port of the State government for the fiscal years 1849 and
1850.

H. R. file, No. 100, An act to amend an act providing for
the collection of revenue for State and county purposes.

H. R. file, No. 10, An act to amend an act entitled an zct to
lay out and establish certain roads therein named.

The House of Represencatives has passed, without amend-
ment, '

Senzie file, No. 117, An zct supplemental to the act of Feb.
21, 1847, entitled an act to provide for the management and dis-
position of the school fund.

Mr. Harbour from the joint committee appointed to wait on
His Excellency,

Reported, that they had performed that duty, and received the
following reply :

That he had no further communications to maketothe Gener-
al Assembly.

Mr. Shields moved to take {rom the table,

Senate file, No. 70, A bill foran act to provide for the making
of a railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk,

Which was agreed to.

Mr. Cook moved to restore the enacting clause.

Agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Bradley,

The vote had on

H. R. file, No. — A bill for an act supplemental to an act,
making appropriations, &c., for members, officers and printers
of the General Assembly, and for other purposes,

Was reconsidered, and

Said bill was so amended, as to allow George S, Hampton,
one hundred “ dollars,” and H. D. Downey, ¢ fifty.”
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On mofion,

Messrs. Bradley and Springer were appointed a committee
to inform the House of Representatives that the Senate is new
ready to adjourn sine dic.

Those gentlemen having reported that duty as performed,

A committee was announced {rom the Ilouse of Representa-
tives, composed of Messrs. Goodrell and Read, who informed
the Senate that the House of Representatives was ready to ad-
journ sine die.

Message from the Ifouse of Representatives, by Mr. Lefling-
well, chief clerk. )
Mr Presideni—

T am directed to inform the Serate, that the Iotse has concur~
red in the amendment made by the Scnate to the amencment of
the House, to

Senate file, No. 70, A bill for an act to provide for the making
of a railroad from Dubuque to Keokulk.

The same having received the signature of the Specker of the
House of Representutives, and the President of the Senate.

Mr. Espy, frcm the committee on Enrolled Bills,

Reported it as presented to the Governer, for his signature.

Mr. Bradley moved that the Senate adjourn sine die.

Whereupon the President delivered the follcwing address:

ved which, for

Gentlemen of ihe S:nele:—The pericd has o
the General Assembly, terminates cur ichors as the servants of
the people, and we are very scen to part, it may ke to mect no
more ; and before I perform the last ofiicial duly of my station,
allow me to return to you, (Gentiemen, my sincere thanks for the
very kind expression of approbatien of my conduct, which your
resolution of yesterday cenveys, and fo say, thet if) in the per-
formance of a high public trust, you, with whom it has been my

fortune and my pleasure toact, have seen any thing in my course,
as the presiding officer of this Senate, to commend, te assure yon
that your approbation of my conduct, (the highest reward that a
faithful public servant cen ever reccive,) afiords to me a satisfze-
tion equalled only by that I enjoy arising from a conscisusness
of having at 2ll times faithfully, to the best of my pocr abilitics,

295
Vi,
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performed every public duty that has ever devolved upon me du-
ring the session.

May health and happiness attend you through life, and may
you all retuin in safety to the circle of your friends, and to the
bosom of your families.

The quesfion was then put,

Shall the Senate adjourn sine die.

And was decided in the aflirmative, .

And the Senate adjourned without day- ¥



APPENDIX.

[AT

AUDITOR’S REPORT.

STATE OF IOWA, AUDITOR’S OFFICE. }
Towa Criry, Decemezr 4, 1848, g

Genllemen of fhe Senafe and
House of Representatives :

As required by law, I have the honor to submit the following
statement of the condition of the finances of the State, and the
receipts and disbursements, coming under the control of this
office, for the fiscal year ending on the 30th day of November,
1848,

To exhibit the account of the finances, in a form to be easily
understood, it is presented under the following heads :

1. A statement of the receipts into the Treasury from the.
several counties.

II. A statement showing the amount of warrants drawn on
the Treasury, since the 30th day of November, 1847.

JII. A statement showing the amounts due from the several
counties, on the years previous to 1847.

IV, A Statement, showing the amount due from the several
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co'.mtv. treasurers, on the assessments of 1847, including the
tax received from pedlars.

V. An estimate of appropriations, necessary for the ensuing
two years, including the amount to be raised already appropri-
ated.

VI. An abstract of the number of poils, the number of
acres of land, the value with the improvements, with the enu-
meration and value of all olher property in the Btate, as appears
upon the asscssment rolis of the several counties, showing the
total valuation, and the amount ievied for State purposes for the
year 1848,
© VIL A table showing the comparative increase or decrease
in the valuation of property in the several counties, the increase
of the State tax of 1848, over that of 1847, with the incresse
per cent., and the number of polls of those years compared.

VIII. A statement of the amount paid into the county treas-
uries, as a State tax for pedlars’ licenses in 1848,

IX. A statement of the appropriations made at the first and
second sessions of the Generzl Assembly; showinglhe amounts
drawn, and the balances undrawn, with the account against M.
Reno, Esq., State Treasurer.

It will be seen that the ageregate amcunt of property taxed
within the State, amounts to Lp14.419 620 ; which, at 2 1-2 mills
on the dollar, yiclds o revenue of &36,1Z9 C5 for State purpo-
ses. This is an increase upon the revenue of 1847 of $11,396
16 cents, but under our very unncrfect system of collecuon,
large proportion cannct be realized.

Of the $24,732 €9 levied in the year 1847, the sum of
$9,302 06 is not yet collected, and there is due cn the assess-
ments of territorial tax, of the years prior to 1847, the sum of
$3,202 45 ; what amount of these sums will be collected the
coming year I am unable to estimate.

The amount of warranis drawn, and outstanding at this time,
is $22,651.62, which shows the present liabilities of the State.

Several small accounts have Leen presented for allowance,
for debts coniracted abeut the penitentiary. There being no
appropriation for suen an object, I have deferred acting upon
them, until some provision is made by law fer that purpose.



THE SENATE. i

The abstracts af land sold at the land offices in 1847, and fur-
nished for assessment to the several counties, have been the
means of adding a large amount to the revenue the present
year. Inthe Dubuque district I was only able to procure the
list for Clayton county, though every exertion was used to ob-
tain the lists for all the counties in that district.

The revenue in 1849 will probably amount to $50,000. If
that should be the case the condition of our finances two years
kence will be as follows:

Present liabilities, $22,651 62

Estimate of appropriations for two years, 53,700 00

Revenue due on years previous to 1848, $12,504 00
¢ of 1848, - - - - 36,129 00
4 of 1849, - - - - 50,000 00

$76,351 62 $98,633 00
76,351 62
Leaving for delinquencies and expenses of collection $22,281 38

From the foregeing it will be seen, that if the appropriations
of the present session do not exceed my eslimates for the ensu-
ing two years, the Slate at that time will be released from all
debts except the loan payablein 18537,

The counties of Jackson and Wapello have failed to furnish
an abstract of the assessments in those counties in time to be in-
cluded in this report. Those counties will probably add
$2,000 to the revenue of the present year.

Respectfully submitted,
JOSEPH T. FALES,
Auditor of State.
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A statement of the receipts from each county for the fiscal
year ending the 30th of November, 1848:

From the county of Appancose, - - - - $21 42
13 13 14 Benton’ - - - - C0 00
« “ ¢« Buchanan, ~ - - - 2018
113 13 13 Cedar} -. - - - 515 26
[1 « 13 Clayton, - - - - - 287179
« « ¢ Clinton, - - - - 347 20
11 13 133 Dallas,_ -. - - - - 13 00
. « ¢« Davis, - - - - 305 90
¢« « ¢ Delaware,- - - - - 18047
@ e ¢ Des Moines, - - - 1,160 86
%] &« ¢ Dubuque, - - - - 1,442 95
« 1 “ Henry, - - - - 960 00
« <« <« IOW&, - - - - - 14 50
113 « « Jackson, - - - - 477 50
. « & Jasper, -. - - - - 26 40
113 1 19 Jeﬁ'erson, - - - = 1,000 00
« “ ¢ Johnson, - - - - - 687 80
« “ « Jones, - - - - 197 18
« “ « Keokuk, - - - - - 207°3Q
13 1 33 Lee’ - - - - - 2,507 40
< 13 [13 Linn’ - - - - - 899 33
< 13 113 Louisa’ - - - - 650 00
" w ¢ Mahaska, - - - - 200 00
. « ¢ Marion, - - - - 67 90
« 113 [ MOHI‘OQ, - - - - - 00 00
“ « « Muscatine, - - - - 1,459 62
« 13 1] POlk, - - - - - 40 00.
« « “ Sectt, - - - - - 300 00
«“ “ “ Van Buren, - - - - 1,396 50
13 13 4] Wapello, - - - - 314 32
13 < 13 Washington, - - - 676 35

From Pedlars for license, - - - - - 65 00

$16,482 13
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STATEMENT 1I.

An exhibit of the warrants drawn on the Treasury since the

80th November, 1847.
For per diem and mileage of members and officers of

the General Assembly, $4,412 00
Silas Foster, for printing, 612 61
Howell and Cowles, for printing, 812 51
C. R. Fisk, for printing 11 55
R. W. Albright, for printing, 10 00
A. H. Palmer, for printing, 2,277 42
A. P. Wood, for printing, 6 00
J. D. Spalding, for printing, 25 00
J. W.and R. B. Ogden, for printing; 385 00
A. R. Sparks, for printing, " 700
Shepherd and Ober, for printing, 25 00
George Greene, for printing, i7 0o
James Tizzard & Co., for printing, 5 00
E. Cutler, Jr. for indexing and distributing the

laws, 200 00
J. Scott Richman, for indexing ad distributing

Journals of the House, 250 00
John B. Russell, for indexing and distributing

Journal of the Senate, 250 00
S. Johnson, for wood, &c., 103 50
8. C. Trowbridge, for postage, 440 84
J. F. Abrahams, for stationery, 320 37
Little and McGuire, for carpeting, candles, &e., 147 90
Sundry appropriations per act, 412 60

Total expenses of the last session, $10,181 00
E. Morris, for reports of the supreme court, 750 00
Charles Mason, for fees in the boundary case

between Iowa and Missouri, 800 00
John Brophy, agent to select Salt Springs, 645 00
Dubuque county, for cost in criminal cases, 855 91
S. Riggs, sheriff of Davis county, per act, 60 00

Murray and Sanxay, 1,727 84
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For C. A Robbins, for seals,

Registers of Land offices for abstracts of land
sold in 1847, ’

Governor’s salary,

Seceretary’s  «

Auditor’s “

Treasurer’s ¢
Supreme Court expenses,

Penilentiary expenses
)

Joseph Williams, Salary as Chief Justice 8. C.;

S. C. Hastings. « « “
John ¥'. Kinney, ¢  Associate © «
" Thos. S. Wilson, « « « «
George Greene, ¢ « « «

James B Carleton, ¢ as Judge District Court;
Geo. H. Williams, ¢
James Grant, «“
Cyrus Olney, “
L. B. Patterson, ¢ as Librariah,
Librarian’s contingent fund,

Public Buildings at Towa City,

James Harlan, as Sup. of Pub. Instruction,
Ansel Brigs for election returns, Dallas county,
Interest on loan up to July 1, 1848,

Sh’ffs, for elect. returns of President and V. P.

113 14

(13 113

(13 &

Total,

STATEMENT IIL

20 O

$114 00
1,000 00
500 00
600 00
400 00
276 5O
37 24
319
620
750
41 66
952 76
1,600 €O
1,000 00
1,000 00
1,000 00
150 00
23 42
3,200 00
1,200 00
70
2,55
52

~1 O

¢
2 3
5 2

-~

$32,613 74

Amounts due from the several counties (excepting the delin-
quent lists credited) for the years previcus to 1847:
From the county of Appanoose,

Cedar,
Clayton,
Clinton,
Delaware,

[ )
0 -3 00 i
el

[
O Lo D W

bk ~
R L 0O W
W o o
©
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(X9

Total.

THE SENATE.

couuty of Des Moines,

Towa,
Jackson.
Jetferson,
Jolson.
Keoluk,
Linn,
Louisa;
Muscatine,
Polk,
Scottt,

Van Buren,
Wapello,
Washington,

STATEMENT 1V.

9
101
S1
444
2
111
658
32

114

06
86
03
45
54
35
48
65
68
99
92
15

$3,202 45

Amount due from the several county treasurcrs on the assess-
ment of 1847, including the tax received from pedlars.
Treasurer of Appanoose county,

Benton,
Buchan
Cedar,

Clayton

43
an 43 . 4
? .
3

[£3
?

Clinton, ¢

Davis,
Delawa

DesMoines, ¢

(49

re’ 149

Dubuque, ¢

Henry,

Towa,

Jackson, “

Jasper,

1

Jefferson, ¢

with damages,

with damages,

with damages.

with damages.

%35
45
25

304
64
16

160

6

2,248
477
553

19
247
2
177

64
34
73
81
08
31
40
22
96
78
08
17
04
78
09
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Treasurer of Johnson,
" Jones
. Keokuk, = with dumages,
Lee, ¢
Linn,
Louisa,
Mahaska.
Marion,

¢ Monrece, ¢ with dumnages.
¢ Muscatine, **
Polk,
- Scott,
: Van Buren,©
Wapello,
s Washington'
Total,

STATEMENT V.

524 2

141
106
974
60
416
147
49
84
356
61
454
1,303
142
82

el T
el e

o8
59
08
96
94
51

59,302

06

An estimate of appropriations necessary for the ensuing two

_vears.

For per diem and mileage of the members and officers, and all
other expenses of the General" Assembly, the present ses-

siomn,
Compensation to the Governor,
Contingent expenses of the Governor,
Compensation of the Secretary of State.
Contingent expenses of the Secretary,
Compensation to the Auditor of State,
Contingent expenses of the Auditor,
Compensation to the Treasurer of State,
Contingent expenses of the Treasurer,

Compensation to the Judges of the Supreme Court.

Contingent expenses of the Supreme Couit,

Compensation to the Judges of the District courts,

515,000

2,000
300
1,000
300
1,200
300
800
5300
6,000
300
2,600

00
00
00
GO
00
00
00
0
00
00
00
G
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253

Compensotion to the Sup. of Public Instraction, in-

clnding the present ycar,

2,900 00

Contingent expenses of the Sup. of Public In-

struction,

300 00

Compensation of the commissioners fo revise the

laws,
"Contingent expenses of said Commissioners,
Compensation of the Librarian,
The general contingent fund,

Totel,
Interest on loan already appropriated,
Fees and mileage of Electors of President
Viee President, and expenses of notifying,

Total to be raised for the next two years,

V&)

,000 00
300 00
300 00
500 00

&43,500 00
10,000 00

and
200 00

$53,700 00
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ENT VI

ADSTRACT of tiie number of polls ; number of acres of land, with the

value of the same with ilie

improve-

ments thereon ; the value of town lots and their improvements ; with the value of all ether property in the
Htate, as copied from the assessment roll, for the year 1848,

i ‘xrpgp(vnxo
cnton, -

Z Bo

LD O T

Delaware, -

16, Des dloines,

11, Dubupne, -
1z an*}, -
13iowo, - -
14 Tackson,

e e

fYaluc ofmills, ,
- . acto is-|Horses over 2 years
Aaml Value of land{Value of town 1:}1\19 Oi, cavp; tilcl:e(rgé(ss} cdar~ Horces %ld. ’
S BINDET A eres of Tand. with improve-tots and  im- ital employed di ’-hine;
of Tolis. I in merchap- O gmac S -
menis. provements. dive. and tan yards, :
withthestock| N, ; Value.
employed. :
14 72805 905, . .. ...  180Cl% 1780, 2235 7,050
76 3,701 09,7174 437, . oo oo J/i ‘,,JO
74 9298‘ G761, ... ... 315 2,960 b7 2.330
€64 93,357 9,905‘ 25,868 4,480 8,915 1007 43,365
473 JZ,IZ] IC4 135 34,892 6,730 ]()'“00 468 ].1,180
444 34626 143,400 929121 5,750 7300 541 21,401
5 PO 105 e 20 87, 2,960
&5% 45,255 132,167 3,843 9,36¢ 3,206 1265! 42,083
24% 26, (‘l 80,178 . . . .. O 347 16,505
2064 17, 20 900,305 504,550 116,850 12,23¢ 2453; 81,687
1756 lh, 4 M 524,677 418,020 117,152 24.,80(} 1225, 42,842
1336 184,980 744,494 81,631 24 485 7,847 1925 55,219
9¢ 3,020 5323, ... ... 57016 I . 101! 4,140

JO TVNYHNOSL



1t
1¢
17
ik
12
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

26

ElJasper, -
Jeflerson, -

Johnscn, -

Jones, - -

Keokuk, -
Lee, - - -
Linn, - -
Louisa, - -
Mahaska, -
Marion, - -
Monroe, -
Muscatine, -
Polk, - -
Poweshick, -
Scott, - -

3G

51

32

Van Buren,
Wapello, -
Washington,

7|
-
!

140 7467 21,650 485, 200 1,0000 166 3,403
1505 202,208] 461,595 39,749) 22,550 9,648 2251 64,132
772 88,403] 218,006/ 142,814 24,725 10,607, €68 86,073
427 44,7211 150,092 3,927 1,540 8,400, 516 22902
664 45851 157,393 7,622 6,610 9,500| 833 80,568
3112] 310,411 1,193,509 45,8611 123,720 18,100 3480, 113,219
570 98,997 326,026 45,405 11,650 16,045 1057 41,395
- 808 129,975 894,021 36,264 20,441 5,364 1192 42,374
I 820 44,253] 1254183 17,653 12,975 7,650/ 1044] 33,893
1920 27,316 59,947 3,306 9,032 2,920/ 890, 350,886
335 15,270 97,367 1,060 1,968 715 401 12,975
808! 131,932 357,932 198,031 50,800 6,200 34,975
520 ; 4,700 4,450 555 19,658
70 960 350 |62 2,125
886 94,356  346522| 136,466 17,450 18,975, 964/ 34,994
2079| -241,310; 723,981 164,711 51,495!  29,124) 2807 84,227
|
; 771 89,912 368,114{ 38,651 18,639 3,245! 1098; 40,585
! . I
193,937 2,316,704] 8,031,698 2008812 645,917  237,655/27,980] 992,946

1

LVNIS [HL

ace
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STATEMENT VI—Coxtrscen.
:Neatc,xttle m’ertwo‘ Mules and as- \[Sbecp over swr.ontlw ITogs over six "lﬂﬂﬂh
COUNTIES. yeamsold. 5 91er 00 old. ! ald. |Pieasure carriages
i K lyear old. ] 2 i

Valtie. | No. Nl ’ .

|Appanoose, - - ‘ | S6z 2280 1,073 ;

Benton, - - - 4 40 461} 598! 889 !
Buchanan, - - - 1 | 2801 280 454 & )
Cedar, - - - - 1,200 3,761 3,770 6,094 7,139 124
Chyton, - - - 1,962 5 195 44b| 858 1,860 4,910 253 8626
Clinton, - - - 1,943 20,090, of 100f 1,519 1,865 2,696 2,606 4 140
Dalles, - - - - 3300 4032 8 83 239 293 476 835 31 220
Davis, - - - .- | 2355 925677 7 240, 5,236 6,291 - 7,267 0268 11 305

Delaware, - - - 1192 11,920 | 934 1401 2,038 2,050 |
Des Meines, - - | 5908 51,831, J 11,067 11,6940 14,33¢ 14,705 1,072 34427
Dubmiuc, Do) Bas sslion. 100 485 1770 3,667 4,171 6,680 678 21,870
- - - 22060 42245 b 2000 9544 954 13169 13,162 830 24422
<. BB 5157 4 150 f’-ou( 436,13 1,041 1| 40

- - | | ! ‘ \ ‘ i
- - - BO3 6,021 1t 23 403 558 1,025 1678 1 25
- - - bp52l 42,152 12] 280 12856 126330 15,783 16,500 73 2,419
- - .0 2460, 27,0068 7 4000 3,005 4511 7.243 g.64% 371 14.214
- - - 1,362 17858 N 300 16300 263l 3as1 11122 218 5146
- - SRATT 22202 4 8000 86SL 47020 716 091 876 12,177

a&w
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20dee, - - - - | 8315 T86TT 811,285 15,405 15405 14,371, 17,087 222
21 Linn, - - - -| 2,514f 26,742 i [4,628 Jbow 7(»71 9,773, 40
220 Louisa, - - - | b,186 30270, 2 45 3,995 3,995 a67! 12,553, 96
23 Mahaska, - - -l 4,282 16725 8 335 4,384 a,.)JD c,mr 8,721 26
Mari - - - 2816 33185 5 195 2,396 3,406 5,544 8,039 16
23 Monroe, - - - 1,282] 13,043 1] 20! 1,669 1,817, 2,791 3.650 1
‘>"’\{uscat'wc - - 18,711 760, | 2,200 ‘ 6.0
27Polk, - - - - 1,80¢] 20185 3 120] 1,750 25700 2,298 3, 330
28iPowesheik. - - 1720 - 1,968 | 5 21z 299 476, 33
298cott, - - - - 2,678 27,762, & 1700 3,101 4.574] 4191 4191 67
30Van Buren, - - | 6,377] 51,021, 23/ 1,065, 14,548 14548 14,790 14,750, 103
-mv\.mcko, - - - | * ! : J !
2 Washington. - < -| 2364 26,661 i 4,527 5,583 9,092 .),772; 464 16,351
1 72.8401 723.326 11,‘ 554 ‘111()2 131,338 170.445‘ '21» 301 5,208 181,588
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STATEMENT VI.—CosTiNUED.
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}
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4

COUNTIES.

1! Appwnoose,

2 ‘Beuton, -

3 Buchanan,

4:Cedar,
5! Cla} ton,
6 .Clinton, -
7 Dallas,
& Davis,

9| Delawal e, -

70‘Des Moines,

11 . Dubuque. -

12 ‘Henry,
13 Towa,
14'Jackson,
15/ iJasper,

16 Jeﬂerson,

17 Johmon
18 Jones,

Piano Fortes.

Watches.

o. " Value.
9% 103
6 29
4 38
96 926
198 1,060
14 221
4y 70
41 233
148 4,357
673 6,975
141 2,246
12 94
7 85
132 919
102 1,441
3¢ 233

-T\"_L m_\_’alue.
1 30
§ 1,250
6 790
1 250
2 200
£ 600

Value of all oth-
er personal prop-
erty over $100.

ET
1,080

768
480
925
550
363

4,506
15,560
1,828
2,564

75
3,290

10,536,
9,300’

Value of capi-
tal stock andjy, Lo
A 1 Value of right
profits in any or interestin
company - 1.y hoat or
corparated or veasel
unincorpora- ’
ted,
20
265
240
200
420
|
K
G30;

J0 TVNUNOfL



10 Keokul, - - -, 15 00 | 11,5684 )
20 Lee, 1 6,131 550/ 2,283/ | 12,865
N 661, | 14,493 437) 149
“ 22 ) 1,061, ; 12,304 274 3,025
23 Mahashe, - - - | 67 6477 26 2,040 200 7
Marion, - - - - 216 1,260 100 5,684, 1,541 6o
- - - 1 134) ‘ 150 »
s - -4 2,086 250 1,550
27 Polk, - - - - | 8 287 ] 75 30
28 Powesheils, - - - 1 3 | !
2G5 Seott, - 0 - - - 1 10d D50 330 2,869 ‘r 685
20 Van Buren, - - - 25 2,019, 200 17.416 {7 395
31 Wapello, - - - - ? | ! ;
S iWashingion - - - g 0% E »
RN 26,722 381 4,500 1104171
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STATEMENT VI-—Coxzixven.

| | !
| Valueof | oo Value of moneyin-!

. Ltrold & sil- :rall‘;fnoffrﬁa;: ! Value vested in property of} .
:::‘ : COUNTIES. J}i;ﬁ%’li{jmone\ or otk-;of annu- H:zdl‘ ’l'goiiéu;d by lTotal Valuation. ptlg‘;:)?'esf.m State
‘in actual lclrmlcoh\xdem- jities. other evidence of

A ‘lpossession. i claim.

1 ‘Z\I)pdll()kh? - - - 700 2,150 . 28,942 72 35
2 Benton, - - - - 398 1,383 23 302 58 38
3 Buchanan, - - - - 3,740 _ 22,149 55 37
4 Cedar, - - - - | 188¢ 6895 20 745 436,537 1,094 16
5 Clayton, - - - . 2 5C0 1,757 285,095 712 73
6. Clinton, - - - - jec 4,708 230,425 576 06
7 Dallas, - - - - 1,806 .3 978 14,354 35 88
% Davis, - - - - .1,698 5,608 242,478 606 18
9 Delaware, - - - - 112,354 280 88
10 Des Moines, - - - | 43955 9,800] 1,827,081 4,567 70
11:Dubuque. - + - - - 14,642 61,604 306 6R,732 1,368,401 3,421 €O
12.Henry, - - - - 1230 8,101 1,026,411 2, ,H66 03
13 1owa, - - - - 1,348 1,820 765 24,290 G0 72
141 JuCl\‘JOn, - - - }
15/ Jasper, - - - - 2,485 9,338 48,974 122 43
16 Jeflerson, - - - | B4ll 15,274 5,563 703,704 1,760 75
17 Johoson, - - - o 8,572 15,255 6234100 1,558 52

06e
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18{Jones, - - - - i 400 494 [ ! 233,428 5&3 57
|

19{Keokuk, - - - - 7,019 17,264/ 291,440} 728 60
20/Lee, - - - - 14,369 41,335 209 2,115,144/ 5287 &6
21 Linn, - - e e 2529 18,168 795! 508,856/ 1,272 14
22|Louisa, - - - - 4,119i 18,222/ 6,500 1,200 592,976, 1,482 44
23|Mahaska, - - - - 11,255 20,128 48 8105 273,423 653 55
24/Marion, - - - 17,345 34,246 | 2,579 194,904/ 457 27
25 Monroe, - - - - 2,031( 4,253 ; 440 70,120 175 30
26/Muscatine, - - - ! 965/ 250! 630 665,323 1,663 31
27 Polk, - - - - 10627 15,347, } o 93,101 222 75
28 Powesheik, - - - 1,198 | 1 j 8,833 22 08
29 Scott, - - 561 17.270! ! | 607,460 1,543 65
30/Van Buren, - - - 9,502 28,707 ' 3,342 1,201,182] 3,002 95
31{Wepello, - - - -2 | ‘ ﬂ \\
82/Washington, -~ - - 6,134i 80,255 | 800, 565,777, 1414 44
183,426!  378,323! 7,128 106,857 14,449,920° 36,129 05
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RECAPITULATION OF THE TOTALS OF STATEMENT Vi

Number of polls, - - - - - - 23,937
Acres of lang, - - - - - - 2,316,704
Value of land with improvements, - - 8,031,691
Value of town lots and improvements, - - $2,008812
Value of capital employed in merchandize, - - $£645,917

Value of mills, manufactories, distilleries, carding

machines, and tan-yards with the stock employed, $237,655
Number of horses over two years old 27,980, value $£92,946
Number of neat cattle over two years 01d 72,840 value  $723,326
Number of mules and asses over one year old 145 val. $6,543
Number of sheep over six months old 114,623, value $131,328
Number of hogs over six months old 170,445, value $215,361

Number of pleasure carriages 5,298, value - $181.,588
Number of watches 3,112, value - - - $36,722
Number of piano fortes 33, value - - - - $4,595
Value of all other personal property over $100 - $110,417
Value of capital stock and profits in any company

incor porated or unincorporated, - ~ - - 3,748
Value of right or interest in any boat or vessel, - 18,126
Value of Gold and Silver coin or bank notes in

actual possession, - - - - - - 183,426
Value of claim or demand for money or other consid-
eration, - - - - - - - - 378,323
Value of annuities, - - - - - - 7,128

Value of money invested in property of any kind

secured by deed, mortgage, or other evidence of

claim, - - - - - - - - 106,357
Total valuation, - - - - - - 14,449,920
Levy for State purposes, - - - - - 36,129






STATEMENT VII,

A TABLE showing the comparative increase or decrease in the valuation of property in the several counties,
the increase of the State tax of 1847 over that of 1848, with the increase per cent., and the number of polls
of those years compared.

COUNTIES. Value in 1847. Value in 1848 Increase. Decrease.
Appanoose, - - - 27,532 28,042 1,410 )
Benton, - - - 19,299 . 23,352 4,053
Buchanan, - - - 21,779 22,149 370
Cedar, - - - 415,105 436,537 21,432
Clayton, - - - 234,218 285,895 50,877
Clinton, - - - 172,637 230,425 57,788
Dallas, - - - - 7,935 14,354 6,419
Davis, - - - 225,984 242,474 16,490
Delaware - - - 76,921 112,354 35,433
Des Muines, - - 1,459,070 1,827,081 367,911
Dubuque, - - - 972,000 1,368,401 396,391
Henry, - - - 707,634 1,026,411 318,777
fowa, - - - - i 16,835 24,290 7,455
Jackson, - - - 352,127 Not returned.

Jasper, ~ - - - 45,115 48,974 33,859
Jefferson, - - - 603,424 703,704, 100,280

Johnson, - - - 608,737 623,410 14,673

V65
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Jones, -
Keokuk,
Lee, -
Linn, -
Louisa, -
Mahaska,
Marion, -
Monrece,
Muscatine,
Polk, -
Powesheik,
Scott, -
Van Buren,
Wapello,
Washington,

175,414 233,428, 58,014
153,248 291 440 138,192
1,655,532! 2, 11.) 144 459 612,
511,223 508,856, 2,367
538,496 592,976 54,480
171,232 273,523 102,191
65478 194,904, 129426
35,978 70,120 34,142
693,008 665,523 27,685
51, 48‘4J 93,101 41,913,
Not orgamzed 8,833 8,833
383,121 617,400, 234,339
1,276,000/ 1,201,183 74,818
207,945, [
386,3021 565,777 179,475
$12,270,927) $14,449,920] 2,873,935 _ $104,870
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STATEMENT VI.—Continvep,

S —— State tax in 1847 e tax in 1848 a Increase| Polls in Polls in
COUNTIES. ]l {wo mills, ot Stat2t1-2 mills. t Increase. per cent. _P1847. 1848.

. . —— | — —_ - — —
Qppunuose, - -1 S'agg 06 $72 35 $17 23 ?% 123 212
Benton, - - 38 3% 58 38 19 7 5 7 70
Buchauan. - - | 43 b5 Bh 47 11 92 27 74 73
Cedar, - - 830 21 1,094 16 263 95 32 624 664
Clayton, - - 468 43 712 73 244 30 52 524 473
Clinten, - - 345 27 576 06 230 79 65/No retr'n 444
Dulles, - - 15 87 35 &8 20 01 126 41 57
fguvis, - - | 451 96 666 18 154 22 34 856 852
Delewure, - - 153 84 280 88 127 04 82 211 242
Ves Roincs, - 2,018 34 4,567 70 1,649 26 56| 1986 2,064
Dubuque, - - - 1,943 66 3,421 00 1,477 34 75 1151 1,758
Henry, - - 1,415 2¢ 2,566 03 1,150 83 81 1326 1,336
Lowa, - - 33 67 60 72 27 05 80 89 99
Jacksen, - 704 25 No return. 1046

Jusper, - B 30 25 122 43 92 26| 305 89 140
Jelierson, - 1,206 &4 1,760 75" 553 01 450 1847 1,505
Johnson, - - 1,218 9 1,558 52{ 339 57 27 721 772
Jones, - - 850 8 583 b7, 282 74 66 388! 427
Keoknk, - . 506 50 728 (G 422 101 137 616 664
Teo, - - 3,811 06 5,287 €0 1.976 &6 59, 2510 3,112
Tinn. - - - 1,022 14 1.272 14 249 70 24; 75, 570

963
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Louisa, - = = - | 1,080 83| 1,482 44| 401 61, 37, 57 868
Mahaska, - - - - 342 46/ 683 55| 341 09| 99 677) 829
Marion, - - - - { 130 95 487 27 356 32| 252! 510, 920

& Movroe, - - - - 71 U5i 175 30! 103 35 143 238| 235
Muscatine, - -~ - l 1,387 6. 1,663 31| 275 55! 19| 643 80%
Potk, - - - - 102 97 232 75| 129 78 126 412 530
Powesheik, - - - | | 99 08 92 08 all | 70
Seolt, = = - 771 21! 1543 65 72 440 100 623 886
Van Buren, - - - 2,731 52 3,002 95 271 43 9l 2,066 2,079
Wapello, - - - - 475 89, | | PooLley
Washingion, - - - 72 €Ol 1,414 44! 641 84, 79 718 771

i ‘ : | ‘
. L $24.732 89 §36,020 151 $12.576 400 av. 460 92,409, 23,937

rr
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STATEMENT VIIL

A stitement of the amount paid into the County Treasuries
for Pedlar’s licences, as a State tax, in 1848:

To the Treasurer of Clayton county, $10 00
@ “ ¢« Des Moines * 100 00
[T 11 133 113 Jeﬁ'erson [13 16 25
L « ¢ . Johnson “« 10 00
L “ « Lee “ 54 00
o “ ¢ NMahaska « 20 00
« o « “ Van Buren 11 80

$222 05

STATEMENT IX.

A statement of the appropriations made at the firstand second
sessions of the General Assembly, showing the amounts drawn
and the balances undrawn, with the account against M. Rene,
Esq., State Treasurer.

General appropriation bill, approved.

Feb. 25, 1847. $20,241 07
Amount drawn, 20,221 07
Balance undrawn, $20 00

Sundry appropriations of session
1846 and 1847, $12,578 15
Amount drawn, 12,573 15

5 00

Gerneral and Miscellaneous appropris
ations of 1848, %15,635 00
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Amount drawn, 15,635 00

Convention account of 1844,
Appropriation, , $1,128 00
Amount drawn, 1,128 00

N

Convention account of 1846,
Appropriation, $3.812 96

Amount drawn, 3,812 96,

Salaries of Governar, Secretary, Au-
ditor and Treasurer,
Appropriation, £5,000 00

Amount drawn, 5,000 0.

Contingent funds of Governor, Sec-

retary, Auditor and Treasurer,
Appropriation, $1,400 00
Amount drawn, 1,400 00

Appropriation for Warden and Lessee
of Penitentiary, $353 16
Amount drawn, 233 00
Balance undrawn,

Appropriations for the penitentiary,  $327 20

Amount drawn, 327 20

Supreme court fund appropriation, $290 00
Amount drawn, 290 00

Salaries of Judges. of the Supreme
Court,

-

k120 16
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Appropriation, 6,000 00
Amount drawn, 5,158 30
Balance undrawn, $841 70

Salaries of judges of the District

Courts,
Appropriation, $8,000 00
Amount drawn, 6,000 00
Balance undrawn, $2.000 00
Fund for arresting fugitives,
Appropriation, $1,000 00
Amount drawn, 400 00
Balance undrawn, $600 00

Salary of Superintendent of Public

Instruction.
Appropriation, $1,200 00
Amount drawn, 1,200 00

General contingent fund appropria-

tion, $300 00
Amount drawn, 204 80
Balance undrawn, $95 20
Librarian’s salary,
Appropriition, $300 09
Amount drawn, 262 50
Balance undrawn, $37 50

Librarian’s contingent fund appro-
priation, . $150 00
Amount drawn, 108 42

Balance undrawn, . $41 58
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Public Bhildings at Iowa City, and N
Superintendent’s compensation,
Appropriation, $5,400
Amount drawn, : 5,400
Interest account; appropriation, 5,282 60
Amount drawn, . 5,282 60

M. Reno, State Treasurer, in ac-

count,
To cash and revenue received from

various sources, $77,264 55
By State warrants redeemed and filed

in this office, 75,325 68
Balance on hand appropriated and

reserved for interest on the loan of
1847,

301

$1,938 87
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SUPERINTENDENT’S REPOR'T.

Orrice or Sur’t. or Pusric IxsTrucTiON,
fowa City, Iowa, December 4, 1848, §
Genflemen of the Senafe and
House of Represenfatives »

In accordance with the provisions of the 33d section of the act
of the General Assembly of Towa, of February 25, 1847, enti-
tled ““an act supplemental and amendatory to ‘an act to establish
common schools,” approved January 18, 1840,” 1 beg leave to
submit the following report:

I gave bond to the Governor, and took, and subscribed the
oath of office required by law, and entered upon the discharge
of my official duties, on the 23d day of May last, and immediately
forwarded to the Registers of the land offices in this state, as
required by the circular, of the Commissioner of the General
Land Office, of August 6, 1847, and also to the Department at,
Washington, the evidence of my authority to act as agent of the-
State, in selecting the 500,000 acres of land, granted under the
8th section of the act of Congress, of September 4, 1841. Be-
ing unadvised of the situation of lands reported during the.
year 1847, as part of the above grant, I addressed a letter to the.
Registers on the subject, and was informed by them that none of
the selections thus made had been withheld from sale. (Sce
copy of their letters, pages 7 and 8 of my circular of Septem-
ber 18th, 1848.) Upon due examination of the act of the Gen-
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eral Assembly, entlitled, “an act to legalize the sule of school
lands,” approved January 25th, 1848, it was found inapplicable
to the grant in question, as the State had acquired notitle to any
part of the land. Under these circumstances, and conceiving a
uniform system in the selection and disposition of these lands
essential, I prepared a series of blank forms for the purpose,
with a eireular of instructions, in which I required the Fund
Commissioners to rescind the contracts, and to refund the money
for that portion of the land which had been sold by the General
Government, and to renew them for the remainder, and to re-
report it to this office, if desired to do so by the purchasers. I
forwarded a package of these documents, together with a eireu-
lar to Inspectors, to each of the Fund Commissioners, in the lat-"
ter part of June last. The officers proceeded without delay to
engage in the respective duties assigned them, but as many pro-
visions of the School law were found ambiguous and indefinite,
they were soon involvedin doubt and uncertainty. Finding that
many of the school districts, in consequence of these embarrass-
ments, were not organized in time for the Directors to make
their report as required by law, and being desirous of remedy-
ing, if possible, the evils arising from the diversity of sentiment
relative to its practical operations, I issued another circular on
the 18th of September, 1848, reviewing the different provisions
to which my attention had been directed, and giving such advice
as I deemed best calculated to promote the interests of education.
But notwithstanding these repeated efforts, the organization is
yet incomplete. As a general thing the officers have endeavor-
ed to perform their duty, but their efforts have been partially
paralized by manifest indifference on the part of the people.—
Under these circumstances I did not consider it prudent to com-
mence a lour through the State, for the purpose of lecturing in
the townships, as my efforts must necessarily have been limited
to a very small portion of it while the remainder would have
been totally neglected. Under the conviction that more general
good could be accomplished by correspondence, and from the fact
that communications from different parts of the State, asking for
information relative to some particular provision of the law, were
almost daily received, I have confined my labors thus far chiefly
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to this class of the duties assigned me, and have endeavored as
fas as possible, to enswer the numerous and complicated interro-
gationts which have been propounded.

Tle reports of the Fund Commissioners are by no means as
full and satisfactory, as I had reason to expect they would have
been, when I prepared the forms for them. Taking into consid-
eration, however, the incipient stage of our Echool system, my
expectations were probably too sanguine. They have manifest-
ed a desire to comply strictly with the requirements of the law,
and of the Superintendent of Public Instructions. In the ab-
sence of correct data, from which to gather information for their
reports, they have been enabled to furnish but few items of in-
‘terest, aside from those more direetly connected with the duties
of their office, (see abstracts of reports marked A. B, C. & D.)

The obstacles, presented by the Township, and district oflicers,
are briefly as follows.

The formation of Districts.—Much difficulty has arisen du-
ring the last summer, relative to the formation and alteration of
school districts. This duty under the present law is performed
by the Inspector, but as no rule is preseribed by which he shall
be governed, being left entirely to his own discretion, he is fre-
quently at aloss to know how to proceed. Some have been gov-
erned by the present, and others by the future prospects of the
distriet, and either rule has occasionally failed to give entire sat-
isfaction. Indeed, in some portions of the State;, the feeling
thus created has proven almost fatal to the establishment of
schools. Several instances have been reported, (one very re-
cently from Linn and Benton counties) where an isolated set-
tlement has been made by a few families, on either side the
boundary line between two adjoining counties so as {o render
it impossible to embrace them in a school district, without inclu-
ding the whole settlement. Some provision should be made to '
meet their wants. From the fact that our population will, for
many years to come, be scattered over an extensive district of
country, the setilements confined mostly to the groves separated
by uninhabited prairies, it will be exceedingly difficult to adopt
any plan for the formation of districts that will be likely to give
entire satisfaction. I would suggest the propriety, however, of
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assigning this duty (o at least three officers, instead of one, with
some general rules by which they are to be governed, whose ac-
tion should be binding and final for a fixed period.

The Examinaion of Teachers—The law requires that the
‘“ Inspector shall examine all persons presenting themselves
touching their abilities to teach, both in regard to their educa-
tion, and their moral character, and if he find said persons qual-
ified, he shall give u certificate to this purpert.” The difficulty
here presented is, that the exfen? of qualification necessary is not
stated. This asises from the fact that the drenches of education
necessary to be taught in our schools are not prescribed. T con-
sider it a matter of interest, involving, to some extent, the future
success of our school system, that they should be designated in
the law. This omission creates embarrassment, both with the
inspector and the directors. The former is unable to determine
the extent of his duty, and the latter may deem it proper to re-
quire duties of the teacher, after he has received a certificate,
which the Inspector does not consider him obligated to perform.
A misunderstanding is thus produced, which proves very det-
rimental to the cause of education. Under the present system
t all white persons in the district between the ages of five and
twem} -one years” are thrown indiscriminately together, embra-
cing pupils of every grade, from children in the alphabet, to
voung men far advanced in the classics, which must result in
confusion, and seriaus inconvenience to the teacher and direc-
tors in the establishment of correct discipline.

This. may be obviated by the creation of dlﬁ'erent depart-
ments in the schools, sepurating the pupils in the primary
branches, {rom those more advanced, requiring of the latter an
amount in addition to that which they are enlitled to receive from
the school fund, in propertion to the additicnal instruction which
they may require. ¥vhile it is very desirable to introduce the
higher branches of education into our common schools, our first
and chicef object should be to impurt the blessings of primary in-
struction to every child in the State, "It is eertainly wise to de-

termine, in the very organization of our school system, what we

~ propose to accomplish, lest in extending our efforts too much with

our present means, they may prove cbortive.  With a view of
39
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remedying these evils, I would recommend that suthority be
conferred on the people of the larger towns and villages, to cre-
ate, within their cerporate limits, a system of public instruction,
under the direction of the regularly constituted townauthorities,
connected with the General Assembly, with power to levy a tax,
in addition to the apportionment of school money to which they
would be entitled, which would enable them to found a higher
-order of schools than we can hope, under- existing circumstan-
ces, to establish in the more thinly settled portions of the State.
The present system is certainly not adequate to their wants,
This will afford also some criterion for the examination of teach-
ers. This class of schools might inelude a thorough course of
academic instruction, while, as a general thing through the State,
the primary branches only would be necessary. Thus individ-
uals proposing to become teachers, might obtain a certificate as
to their actual qualifications, which would enable them to obtain
employment in which ever class of these schools it would show
them competent for. I would further recommend that the duty
of examining teachers should be assigned to a county instead of
a township officer. It is desirable to elevate the standard in ref-
erence to the qualification of teachers. An individual of unex-
ceptionable moral character, and of extensive literary and intel-
lectual attainments, may still bein a very small degree qualified
for the business of teaching. He must have a therough knowl-
edge of the peculiar art of imparting instructien, the relative in-
fluences which operate on the moral, intelleetual and physical
man, and be well versed in the laws to be applied for his guv-
ernment—in 2 word his whole soul must be engrrossed with the
arduous, yet pleasing task of governing, training and cultivating
the youthful mind. To enable him to do this successfully, he
must be compensated for his teil, that his own mind may not be
harrassed and perplexed with pecuniary cmbarrassment. The
“compensation of good teachers in the west is by no means com-
mensurate with their services. It is to be regretted that the
greater portion of our population do not appear to be alive to
their own interests on this subject. Indeed, with many, teach-
ers seemto be considered a sort of article of merchandize. Henee
we often hear the enquiry made for ¢ cheap teachers,” when in
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reality the services of some of them would be dear-at any price.
Inthis way worthy and competent men are frequently foreed to
abandon their profession, and to seek some other means of sub-
sistence. It may not be inappropriate here to insert the follow-
ing extract.from the last annual report of the Superintendent of
Common Schools of New York, showing the compensation of
teachers for three successive years:

« The average for the whole year in 1845, for the male teach-
ers was $13 81; in 1846, $15 42, and in 1847, $15 99; and
for females in 1845, $6 50 ; in 1846, $6-69, and in 1847, $6 99,
exhibiting a small but annual increase of wages paid to teachers.
The number of teachers under eighteen years of age {found em-
ployed at: both visitations was 2,322, of whom 1,969 were fe-
males ; and there were 1,943 over thirty years old, of whom
1,434 were males. The residue of the number were between
eighteen and thirty years of age.”

By the last report of the Secretary of the Board of Education
of the State of Massachusetts, for 1846-47, the average wages
paid teachers per month including beard, was $32 46 for males,
and $13 60 for females.

In the ordinary business of life, when we design constructing
some permanent work of art, in order to insure success, we are
lavish in the expenditure of means for the purpose of procuring
the services of the best architects to prosecute the work, but
when our object is to mould and fashion the imperishable intel-.
lect, and to adorn and beautify the human mind, we reverse the
rule, and select the cheapest, and often the most.inefficient men
of the profession for the task. It is certainly proper to use all
laudable exertions so to curtail the expenses of education as to
place it within the reach of every class of community, but it is
equally true that this. is not to be accomplished by the erection of
cheap school houses, and the employment of cheap feuchers. The
first step. to be taken in the establishment of a permanent school,
is the construction of a comfortable school house, well supplied
with such conveniences as will offer every inducement to pupils
to prosecute their studies with zeal and interest. It is nextim-
portant to secure the services of a faithful, compelent teacher.—
It is true that such an individual will require a more liberal re-
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muneration, than those who teach as a mere malter of conven-
ience, but I think I may say with safety, that he will compensate
his employers ten fold by the additional services which he is
qualified to render. The following forcible remarks are from
the pen of a gentleman of New York, of extensive praeticable
information on the subject, in a work on the ¢ theory and prac-
tice of teaching.”

“The profession of teaching is advancing. The preserit
standard of acquirements demanded of the teacher, excludes
many who were considered quite respectable ten years ago.—
This may well be so, for within that time quite an advance has
been made in the compensation offered to teachers. It is but
reasonable that acquirement should keep pace with the reward of
it. Indeed the talent and attainment brought into the field, must
always be in advance of the rate of compensation. The people
must be first convinced that teachers are better than they were
vears ago, and they will be ready to reward them. In Massa-
chusetts, according to statistics in the possession of the Hon.
Horace Mann, Secretary of the board of education, the compen-
sation of teachers within ten years has advanced thirty-three per
cent ; nor is it reasonable to suppose that this advance has been
made independent of any improvement among ihe teachers.—
Their system of supervision has increased in strictness, in the
same time, in an equal ratio; and many teachers who were en-
tirely incompetent for their places, have thus been driven to oth-
er employments.” '

The organization of school districts.—The second section of
the law provides, ¢ that there shall be annually, an election on
the first Tuesday of April, in each school district, for the pur-
'pose of choosing three Directors,” but does not designate the
manner in which the election shall be conducted. No oneis
empowered to act as judge of the election or to issue certificates
to the officers elect. In the absence of this information the pri-
mary proceedings in the organization of different districts have
been so materially different, that doubts havearisen in the minds
of many with regard to their legality, which has had a tendency
to retard the erection of school houses, and the establishment of
schools. Thereare in every community a few persons who are
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not likely to be satisfied with any thing of a public nature, where
the voice of the majority is to govern, who avail themselves of
these discrepancies to increase and perpetuate existing diffieul-
ty, which results in discouraging those who feel more deeply in-
terested. Hence it is a matter of importance that the various
duties to be performed either by the officers or electors of the
district should be clearly and minulely defined.  The same section
of the law further provides that ¢ any person whois a permanent
resident in said district, shall be eligible to vote at said elec-
tions,” which is incompatible with the Ist section of the 3rd ar-
ticle of the constitution. The 3rd section of the actto authorize
a district school tax provides that ¢ the vote shall be tuken in fa-
vor of or against a tax, which shall be viva voce,” which is at
_ variance with the 6th section of the above article of the consti-
tution. These contradictory requirements have led to a corres-
ponding differznce of opinion as to the manner of voting in dis-
trict elections, which has tended to confirm, rather than remove
existing doubts. In some instances the electors have voted by
ballot, in others viva voce, and in others by raising the hand.—
When consulted, I have advised the method designated by the
constitution. Doubts exist in the minds of some as to whether
the directors can establish more than one scheol in the district.
The law appears to contemplate butone, but a departure from this
rule will occasianally be almost unavoidable. It would proba-
bly be well to leave it to the people of the district to determine.
As I observed, in another part of this report, many of the
distriets were not organized in time for the directors to make
their reports as required by law. Being convinced that this re-
sulted mainly from the imperfections of the law, and desircus
to afford each district ample opportunity to be fully prepared to
receive its apportionment of the school money in March next, 1
urged upon the inspectors and directors, in my cireular of Sep-
tember 18, (see pages 14and 15) the necessity of immediately
organizing those districts which had been neglected, and reques-
ted them to forward special reperfs of the number of persons be-
tween the ages of five and twenty~one years, in time for them to
be submitted to the General Assembly. Though suflicient time
has since elapsed to complete the organization throughout the



310 ' JOURNAL OF

State, comparatively a small number of these reports have as yet
been received. (See statement E.)

Providing School Houses.—The bHth section of the law re-
quires ‘““that the directors shall employ a teacher, provide a suit-
able house and see that it is well supplied with books, fuel and
stationery,” and the latter part of the 4th section says, that ¢all
moneys neeessary for the erection and furnishing school houses
shall be raised by voluntary subscription.” This latter clause,.
however, is repealed by “an act to autherize a district school
tax,’” approved January 25,1848, By this actauthority is con-
ferred for raising means for the “purpose of building school
houses and furnishing the same,” but no mode of procuring them
in case the district determine not to build, is prescribed. Most
of the districts the present year have been under the necessity
of renting instead of building, and the directors have been at a
loss to determine how the rent shall be paid, whether by volun-
tary subscription,a district school tax or from the schoolfund. The
latter conclusion has been most generally adopled, and while I
am induced to believe it correct as the law now stands, yet it is
certainly unwise that any portion of the school money should be
used for this purpose. Ample provision should be made for
building, renting, purchasing and furnishing school houses. It
may here be proper to remark that the act, of January 25, 1848,
is to some extent deficient in thisrespect. While itmay suit the
less densely populated portions of the State, very well,is is not
at all adequate to the wants of the larger towns. In each of
them we should have at least from one to three good school hou-
ses. By this I do not mean a school house in the ordinary ac-
ceptation of the term, but a permanent edifice, constructed on
the most improved plan, with different apartments, so that the
pupils in the primary and academic apartments may be separated
and classified. The academic department should be subdivided
into male and female. In this way we would soon succeed in
establishing a number of the first order of female seminaries,
which is certainly of vital importance. Thus many of our most.
worthy citizens, who are not able to incur the expense of send-
ing their daughters to other States to be instructed, would have
it in their power tobestow upon them a liberal education. The
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erection of school houses of this kind will cost frem $1,500 to
$3,000 each. This is considered at first sight an enormons ex-
pense to incur for such an object, and the conclusion is that a
much cheaper class of buildings will do for the present. But it -
should be borne in mind that it is a permanent work, when once
completed, the expense is notto be incurred sgain. The influ-
ence exerted uponthe minds of pupils provided with such an
edifice would be almost incalculable. Menare proneto conform
themselves to the objects which surround them, and this rule is
no less applicable to youth than to persons of maturer years.—
If, for example, a man, whose moral and intellectual culture has
been properly attended to, becomes the daily patron of a brothel,
he will soon retrograde, and become assimilated in feelings and
habits to the appearance of things around him. On the same
principle, youth, when throwntogether promiscuously in an un-
comfortable, badly arranged school house, will become familier
with the daily scene of confusion, and will gradually conform to
it, and the old school house becomes an apology with both teach-~
er and pupils for the absence of discipline. On the other hand
when the very hall in which they study, presents hourly to their
view the great law of neafness and order, they will feel them-
selves morally obligated to make their conduct correspond.—
Each school of this class should be under the direction of a com-
petent teacher as principal,v with assistants whose qualifications
and compensation should correspond with the duties of the re-
spective departments assigned them, ’

The Employment of Teachers.—It is made the duty of the di-
rectors to employ teachers. In addition to the difficulty pre-
sented in another paragraph of this report, they have been em-
barrassed in discharging this duty from the fact that no express
provision is made by which the teacher shall hold the district
amenable and recover his compensation by suit. In some in-
stances the directors, being apprehensive that they might lay
themseives individually liable, have been disinclined to take any
steps for procuring teachers. Many of the districts have as yet
no property in iheir corporate capacity, and consequently in
case of failure to meet the deficiency due the teacher, he is left
without legal remedy, end is compelled {0 rely entirely on vol-



312 JOURNAL OF

untary contributions.  Thus both the teacker and directors have
become indifferent in reference to the establishment of schools.
This defect may be remedied by authorizing the directors to col-
lect the deficiency by a tax within the district. In scme por-
tions of the State complaints have arisen in regard to the num-
ber of days which constitute a school term of one quarter.—
i'rora the information I have been able to gather on the subject,
according to the custom of different States, the time varies {rom
sixty to seventy-eight duys. It is certainly requisite that souie
fixed period should be established by law.

The Location of School Houses.-——The location of a school
house will generally form a source of dissatisfaction to scme of
the inhabitants of the district. This is more than likely to be
- the casc inthe newly settled portions of the State. By the pres-
cnt law the clectors of the district determine the site by a ma-
jority vole, and consequently a large minority are frequently
dissatisfied, and if disposed to do anything in establishing a
school, give it mercly a negative sapport. It is probably the
most difficult thing in qdoptinfr‘a system of public instruction,
todevise a plan for the location of school houses which will give
satisfaction. 1 beg leave to call your attention to the following
provision of the school law of New York on the subject:

¢ Whenever a school house shall kave been built or purchas-
ed for a district, the site of such schocl house shall not be chan-
ged, nor the building thereon be removed, as long as the district
shall remain unaliered, unless by the consent, in wriling, of the
town Buperintendents of common schools, of the town or towns
within which such district shall be situated, stating that in their
opinion such removal is necessary; nor then unless a majority
ot all the taxable inhabitants of said district, to be ascertained by
taking and recording the ayes and noes, at a special meeting
called for that purpose, shall be in favor of such new site,”

The Apportionment of Scheol Funds fo Districts.—The 10th
section of the Iaw requires that the Inspector “shall, within ten
days after recelving any such school money, preceed in the
preschnee of one or more trustees of the township, to apportion
the same to the several districts the amount which each district
may be entitled to—taking the numbergpf persons reported as
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the basis of said dividend.” By thisit is apparent, in case the
district has been regularly organized, and has reported accord-
ing to law, that the portion of the school money to which it is
entitled upon the faith of said report, is retained injthe hands of
the Inspector subject ‘to their order. By the 11th section it is
made his duty to “pay over to each district the amount due
said district whenever called for by the directors: Provided,
that no moneys shall be paid to any district which has not had
a school taught three months in the year preceding such appli-
cation.” The month of March being made the termination of
the fiscal year, the question arises, in the event a school has not
been taught three months in the year, thus compuled, prior to
the application for funds, can the district still apply for and re-
ceive‘said apportionment at some subsequent time; when the
provisions of the 11th section have been complied with ? or will
it be retained by the Inspector, to be apportioned with ether
funds the following spring ?

The County School Tax.—The School Fund Commlsswners
have also met with impediments similar to those to which the
township and district officers have been subject. Prior to the
publication of my circular of June last, T ascertained that differ-
ent constructions were given by them to that portion of the law
which provides for a county school tax. Some were of opinion
thata permanent fund was contemplated,o be loaned out, and the
wnlerest ouly, to be distributed annually for the support of schools,
while others -were of opinion that the entire amount was to be
apportioned annually te the townships. The former view is
cetainly most consistert with the language of the law, while the
latler was doubtless intended by the (xeneral Assembly. To
remove the difficulty, I recommended to the Fund Commissioners
in the circular last referred to, (see pages eight and nine) to re-
tain the taxes in their possession till the meeting of the General
Assembly, that the law might be amended in time for the distri-
bution on the first of March next,

The Allotment, Valuation and Sale of School Lands.—By the
1st section of “ an act to provide for the m«magemcnt and dispo-
sition of the school fund,” approved February 25th, 1847, the

township trustees are require to allot and appraise the 16th sec-
' 10
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tion, but the manner in which this duty shall be performed is not
clearly specified. Some of them have allotted by tmaginary lines,
others bave employed surveyors to make an actual survey, and in
a few instances they have néglected to do any thing., Various
reasons are assigned for this neglect. Some have refused be-
cause they considered the 16th section the property of the town-
ship, othérs because no compensation was allowed for making
the survey, and in some of the new counties they have deemed
it improper to bring the land into market till the settlement of the
country around it would create a demandfor it. The latter con-
clusion, though at variance with the law; is certainly prudent.
The refusal of the Fund Commissioners to defray the expense
of surveying, not feeling authorized to do so, gave rise to much
dissatisfaction. With the view of having the matter amicably
and fairly adjusted, I requested them in my circular of September
18, 1848, to forward the bills, for expenses incurred in the al-
lotment, with their annual reports, that they might be submitted
to the General Assembly. A few only have been received,
which I transmit, herewith, (see statement F.)

- By the 2d section the right of pre-emption is granted to set-
tlers, but the amount of land they shall be permitted to pre-empt
is not designated. In view of this, I have advised the adoption,
in reference to quantity, of the rule prescribed by the act of
Congress on this subject, if the extent of the improvement would
justify it. There should be sompe limit specified in the law, pro-

* portionate to the extent of the imptovements, fixif% also the com-
pensation-of the appraisers, who should be required to act under
oath. 'The question has also been propounded, whether that
portion of the 16th section which remains unsold when offered at
public sale can be dispused of at private sale? I gave it as my
opinion that it could, but in such cases I think there should be
some restrictions. .

The Collection of fines, forfitures, &c.—By the twenty-sec-
ond section of the law, funds of this class are appropriated for
the support of. schools within the county where they acerue.—
I was informed by the Fund Commissioner, of Wapello county,
in October last, that an order had been drawn on him by the
county commissioners for fees and costs, in a suit for the collec-
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tion - of fines, on the ground, that they were appropriated by -
law for the use of schools, and that the expenses of collecting

them should consequently be paid out of the school fund. Not

feeling authorized to pay it, he declined doing so, and requested

my opinionin the case. I coincided with him fully in his views,

and advised him to resist payment and test the question by suit,

if necessary. He subsequently informed me  that an agreed

case between one of the claimants and himself, in behalf of the

school fund, was submitted to the District Court; and decided .
in his favor. The language of the law I think is sufficiently

clear on the subject. In some counties the question has been

raised whether these. fines shall be received by the Fund Com-

missioners in. county orders ? I am informed by.a gentleman

from Clinton eounty that it was decided, at a reécent term of the
court in that county, that they should be paid in cash. In most
cases however they have been paid in county orders. The Fund
Commissioner of Dubuque county reports the sum .of $1,070

65 of this class of funds on hand, and suggests that it would
be injudicious to apportion it next spring, from the consideratien

that it is fifty per cent below par. The following is an extract
from his letter, accompanying his report:

“ My report shows $2,037 39 “money appropriated and not
paid over”—to wit : arising from taxes $693, from interest on
permanent fund $256 07, and from all other sources $1,888 32—
of this latter sum $1,070 65 is in Dubuque county orders, and
is not available, unless at a sacrifice of one half. I am of opin-
ion. that the interest of the school fund will be advanced, by
holding these orders till the full amount can be realized, which
will probably be in the course of three years.”

Tt is worthy of remark that the Auditor’s report shows a very
heavy increase in the revenue of this county during the past
year.

A case has been presented By the Fund Commissioner of
Davis county, as follows: an individual was indicted for a
breach of the laws, and gave security for his appearance. The
recognizance was forfeited, and judgment obtained for the re-
covery of two forfeitures of $200 each. Execution was issued
to the sherifl, and returned by him, with the property levied
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upon endorsed ppon it, without making the money, which ap-.
pears to have been done in conformity with the instructions of

the prosecnting attorney. The matter was subsequently com-
promised by the county commissioners, by receiving the sum of

100 in full for costs in the case. As this money would have

acerued to the school fund, the Fund Commissioner considered it

his duty to lay it before you. I presume all necessary infor-

mation concerning it can be obtained from the representation

from that county.

By the 20th section of the law I am required, “annually on
the first day of January, to transmit to each School Fund Com-
missioner the amount of the proceeds of the permanent fund
which were apportioned for distribution to his county, under
the provisions of the twenty-eighth section of this act.” It will
be remembered that the first of January of each year is the day
on which the interest on the permanent fund is to be paid to the
Fund Commissioners, and eonsequently, being unadvised of the
amount paid in, I could not transmit to them the amount appor-
tioned to each one that day. In anticipation of your action in
thesmatter, I have requested them to make a special report of
the interest paid in on the first of January next, as early there-
after as possible.

On the 10th of August last, I addressed a letter to the Com-
missioner of the General Land Office relative to the five per cent.
fund, and was advised by him, under date of August 25, 1848,
that the account had been adjusted up to December 31, 1847,
showing a balance to the credit of the State of $16,422 05,
and that I would be informed by the First Comptroller of the
Treasury of the necessary means to be adopted to obtain it.—
Having received no intelligence from the Comptroller, I address-
ed him a letter under date of November 25, 1848. (See copy
of correspondence marked G.)

The Trustees of the University met on the 20th ultimo. In
determining their respective terms of service the result was a3
follows:

Messrs. Briggs, Gower, Lyon, Foster, and Bates two years ;
Starr, Matson, Parvin, Vincent, and McCrory four years; and
Achison, Woodward, Snyder, Downey and Carleton six years.

.
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¥r. Vincentl am informed has removed from the State.

They have decided that the organization of the literary de-
partment is inexpedient till they are enabled to realize revenue
sufficient for the purpose from the sale of the University lands,
but have resolved to organize the law and medical departments
as soon as the necessary arrangements can be made, upon con-
ditions that the attendant expenses shall be met without drawing
upon the permanent fund. A number of gentlemen of both
professions have volunteered their services to carry suchan ar-
rangement into effect at an early day. This is certainly both a
noble and a practical enterprise, for it will be borne in mind that
these departments are self supporting in their character. We
have some of the first order of talent in the country among the
legal and medical men of our State, and there is no good reason
why a thorough course of lectures may not be delivered in each
of these departments the ensuing winter, the present season be-
ing too far advanced. Indeed I feel fully assured that it will be
done. Wereit not for the fear of protracting this report to too
great a length, I would like to present some facts to show the
necessity of such a project. I will simply add that,from an es-
timate made by a committee, appointed to confer with the Board,
out of 272 practicing physicians in the State, 182 are without
the evidence of qualification. The result in reference tothe le-
gal profession would doubtless be similar. Only a small por-
- tion of the University lands have been selected by the agent. I
am advised by a letter from him,that he is now actively engaged
,in prosecuting the work, and will be at the Capitol some time in
January. The selections thus far made, are said to be of the
best quality. It will be important in filling the vacancies of the
Board of Trustees, to select a quorum adjacent to the seat of the

institution.

I would suggest the propriety of providing for the collection

of a State Cabinet, for the use of the University, under the di-
rection of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. The geol-
ogy, and mineralogy of our own State would afford some of the
most beautiful and valuable specimens. I feel assured that our
citizens would take pride in promoting such an enterprise. A
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small appropriation. would be necessary to construct temporary
cases in one of the public rooms.

1 conceive it Dbut an act of justice that something should be
done for the colored: population of Iowa. We have but few of
them among us, yet some of them own valuable property, upon
which they are compelled to pay a school tax, without participa-
ting in the distribution. They should certainly be rumunerated,
and where it is not possible to establish scheols for their bene-
fit, they should be paid their apportionment of the school money,
upon condition that it should be applied to .purposes for which it
was designed, with the privilege of employing teachers them-
selves.

In order to remove the continued source of perplexity, which
has attended our operations during the past year, I would re-
spectfully recommend the passage of aspecial actby the Gener-
al Assembly, af an early duy, recognizing all regularly organized
districts, which have reported the number of persons betweenthe
azes of b and 21 years, either by regular or special reports,.
prior to this date, as entitled to their apportionment of the school
moncy, upon the faith of said reports, giving them power to ap-
ply for, and receive the same at any time previous to the first of
July, 1849, when the provisions of the 11th section have been
complied with. Also providing for the distribution, among said
districts, of the county school tax in March next, and alil funds
then in the hands of the Fund Commissioners, county Treasur-
ers, or of any of the school officers, designed to be disbursed an-
nually for the support of schools, giving to each district the priv-
ilege of dividing the same between the two past years, and of ap-.
propriating to each school, where they have had more than one-
in a district, such proportion thercof as a majority of the electors
may determine.

Through the politeness of the Hon. Christopher Morgan, Su-
perintendent of Common Schools of the State of New York, and
the Hon. Horace Mann, formerly Secretary of the Board of Ed-
ucation of the State of Massachusetts, I have been furnished with
the last annual report of their respective States, together with a
volume of New York School law, forms and instructions for the
present year. Mr. W. W. Garner, of our own State, has also
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Havored me with a volume of the revised scheol law of Ohio.—
These documents 1 find replete with interesting information, and
regret that time will not allow me to present many valuable sta-
tistics which might be gathered from them.

It is desirable that there should be some uniformity in the se-
lection of books to be used in our schools. By our present law
no particular text books are designated, nor is it made the duty
of any officer to recommend them. 1 think it would be judicious
for the General Assembly to make a selection themselves, or to
authorize the Superintendentto do so. It would certainly tend
to increase the interest in the schools, and to diminish the labor
of teachers. In view of the present irregularity in this partic-
ular, no inducement is offered for the introduction of the latest
and most improved works. Able and experienced literary men
have labored for years in arranging a series of text books, well
adapted for the imstruction of youth, and if we wish to avail
ourselves of the result of their investigations, we must adopt
as far as practicable some one of the excellent systems which
have been prasented. Some very popular works have recently
emanated from the pen of George R. Perkins A. M. Professor of
Mathematics in the New Yerk State Normal School. T observe
that Webster’s Quarto Dictionary (unabridged,) revised by
Professor Chauncey A. Goodrich, of Yale College, is attracting
the attention of the friends of common schools in the eastern
States. In some of them it is extensively introduced. The
work is spoken of interms of the highest commendation by the
press and literary men, both in this country and in Europe.—
Nothing would afford me more pleasure thanto see at least one
oopy of it procured by each of the schools in this State, as the
Toundation of a library. This would enable us to establish a
uniform standard of orthography, which is certainly an impor-
tant consideration. The work is very much reduced in price,
with the view of bringing it into general use. The following
extract {from the London Literary Gazetto of April 1, 1848, is
worthy of special notice: '

¢ The original edition of the American Diclionary is too well
known and appreciated in England to require us to dwell at
length on its plan and execution. In the present edition Frof.
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Gioodrich-has been ably assisted by several eminent men, each
-distinguished in his own sphere of inquiry ; and the result is in
‘the highest degree satisfactory. The work is a noble monument
-of erudition, and indefatigable research ; and the style andaccu-
racy of its topography would do honor to the press of any coun-
try in Europe. This volume must find its way into all eur pub-
lic and good private libraries, for it provides the English student
with a mass of the most valuable information, which he wouldin
vain seek for elsewhere.”

By the kindness of Mr. R. Spaulding, book-seller and sta-
tioner, Dubuque, lowa, I have been supplied with a set of Astro-
nomieal maps, prepared by Professor H. Matson, of New York,
with an accompanying volume of explanations, of some two
hundred pages to which I would invite the special attention of
the General Assembly and the friends of education. It may be
thought by some that the science of Astronomy is too intricate
for children, but no conclusion can be more erroneous. The
mind is formed for research and investigation, and nothing is bet-
ter calculated to excite the admiration and fix the attention of
children, and lead them to contemplate their present and future
destiny, than an examination of the wonderful and harmonious
mechanism of the universe which is daily unfolded to their view.
The design of the author of this work has been so to simplify
and illustrate the subject, as to bring it within the comprehen-
sion of the smallest children embraced within our school. Too
much cannot be said in favor of this valuable production, and I
hope I am not too sanguine in flattering myself that it will soon
be introduced in the schools of Iowa. The maps will serve as
an ornament to our school rooms, and cccasional exercises up-
on them, will tend to Break the monotony consequent upon the
prosecution of less interesting studies.

The American manuel, designed for the use of schools and
acadamies, by Joseph Bartlett Burleigh, A. M., amember of the
Baltimore bar, and President of Newton College, with marginal
exercises, and an invaluable series of statistical and biographi-
cal tables, is a a work of paramount interest to American youth.
It presents in a condensed and explicit form a fund of infor-
mation, which could only be acquired by unwearied application
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and laborious research without it: The author is a practical
-teacher of twenty years experience; and is a zealons and devo-
ted friend to the cause of universal education.

THE SCHOOL LAW.

T'have referred to many of the defects of the above law to
which my attention has becn called by written and verbal infor-
mation. It is not to be expected under existing circumstances
that any system can be adopted which will be entirely free from
objection. I would recommend however the repeal of the pres-
ent law,and the passage of a new one,retaining as far as practicable
the names by which the respeetive officers are now designated
and the general outlines of the present lawv. The idea that the
more concise the law is made the better it will subserve our pur=
poses, is certainly erronecus. The various duties required of
the respective officers acting under it, should be definitely and
minulely set forth. In this position, I think that I am sustained
by the experience and practice of older States. The sehool law
of Pennsylvania comprises a volume of some fwenfy pages, that
of New Vork, (acknowledged to be one of the best in existenee)
about forfy, and that of Ohio about seventy. Much inconvenience
has been experienced during the past summer for the want of &
sufficient number of copies of the schoollaw. When I entered
upon my duties in the spring, I rcceived 500 copies from the
Secretary of State.. Ihada corresponding number of the amend-
ments printed, and attached the itwo together, and distributed
them through the several counties. Being printed, however,
merely in pamphlet form, they are liable soonto be destroyed.—
I would recommend that the new laws should be published in
a substantiolly bound volume, embracing the constitution of the
State, the severalacts of Congress for our admission into the Un-
ion, and for grants of land, which have been appropriated for
the use of schools; with the accompanying instructions, of the
commissioner of the general land office, under which the same
are to be seleeted. 1 would suggest also the propriety of mak-
ing it the duty of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to
prepare blank forms for all reports required of the respective
school officers, and to give from time to lime such instructions as

may be best calculated to settle and harmonize the variety of
41
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constructions it may receive. A volume of this kind would be
‘1much more likely to be preserved, and transmitted by each offi-
-cer to his successor. Each officer connected with the school
system should receive a just and equitable compensation—pro-
portionate to the services heis compelled to perform, which
should not be left to the discretion of other officers, but fized by
{aw. They should also be required to act under bond and oath,
subject to penalty for neglect of duty. It cannot be expected in
the present unsettled state of the country, that they should man-
ifest that zeal and energy which is positively necessary inthe in-
fancy of our school system, without remuneration.
THE SCHOOL FUND LAW.

Experience has shown that the above law is impracticable.—
‘We have at present lhirty-fwo organized counties in the State,
-and consequently a corresponding number of Fund Commission-
ers, who have the management and disposition of the schoel fund.
But few of them have furnished a statement of their contingent
«expenses and the amount allowed for salary by the county com-
‘missioners. By the account-current of the Fund Commissioner,
of Dubuque county, they amount, including the year 1847, up
to November 1st, 1848, to $554 30. This is probably too high
for an average, though some of them are ‘doubtless more. But
suppose them to average $200 00 per annum, (which will
scarcely justify an individual in attending to the business prop-
erly) they will amount to $6,400 00. By reference to state- .
ment F. of this report, it will be seen that the average expense
of allotting and appraising the 16th sections, as far as reported,
in four counties, is $82 12. This multiplied by the number of
counties makes $2;627 84, which added to the pay of Fund
Commissioners gives a total of $£9,027 84 to be paid annually
tor the sale of school lands and the disposition of school funds.
The number of organized counties will be doubled at no very
distant day, and consequently this expense instead of being di-
minished, will be annually increased. Beside this, the business
is now scattered and is much more liable to derangement-than
it would be if concentrated in the hands of one competent officer,
and if once deranged, it will be a difficult matter to unravél it,
where so many are concerned. The selection of school lands is
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attended with great delay and some uncertainty. The object de-
signed to be accomplished in the manner of disposing of the
500,000 acre grant (the creation of an immediale revenue) has
been thwarted by the introdgction of land warrants, and it does
not appear wise longer to perpetuate the system. Our school
fund is of the most liberal character. It will probably amount
to $2,000,000 when the school lands are all disposed of. It is
almost needless to say that the prudent and economical adminis-
tration of this department of our sehool system is a matter of
vital concern, involving the success of all our future operations.
It is in view of these facts and responsibilities that I have de-
termined to recommend the repeal of the present school fund
law, and the creation of the office of Stafe School Fund Commis-
sioner, to be kept at the seat of government. This officer should
select the- remainder of the 500,000 acre grant, attend to the
sale of all school lands in the State, and invest the permanent
fund as the General Assembly may direct. A compensation of
about $2000 00 per annum would enable him to.employ a com-
petent clerk, and to visit the different counties, examine, allot,
appraise and sell the school lands in person ; and also toloan the
" school moeney, giving to each county in the State, such proportion
as it should be entitled to by some convenient rule established
by law for making the dividend.

We certainly should profit by the sad experience of some of
the other States in the management of their school fund, and I
believe a majority of them have settled upen a plan similar to.
the one recommended, as the most judicious. The project of
creating a State Land Office has heen spoken of. In the event
this is done, it would doubtless curtail expenses. stilf further to
embrace the school lands in it. The friends of education, in
view of your present session, have been induced to withhold
their exertions, and have looked forward with the most intense
anxiety, to this, as the auspicious period, when they should re-
ceive relief, and I cannot suffer myself to indulge the belief that
you will return to your constituency, till they have fully reali-
zed their expectations. The expenses of legislation constitute
with some a suflicient reason for hurrying and even for neglect-
ing the most important business ; but this is nothing when com-
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pared with the vital interests to be protected and fostered by it,
and it is unreasonable to conclude that any thing of utility can
be accomplished without mature deliberation.

By the abstract of the Fund Commissioners’ reports it will be
seen that our organization is yet infperfect. They all assign as
a reason for this, in their accompanying letters, the absence of'
interest on the part of the subordinate officers and the people.
This apathy was to be anticipated under the circumstances.—
We may reasonably expect, however, that a few years experi-
ence will bring about a more favorable state of things, By the
adoption of the above plan for the management of the school
fund, the financial and educational interest of the system will be
separated, and the Superintendent can devote his time more ex-
clusively to the organization of school districts, and the estab-
lishment of schools. I purpose devoting the greater portion of
the coming year to this portion of the labor assigned me, and
shall endeavor tovisit every portion of the State. As a people
we are not alive to our own interests in treating a subject of
such magnitude with neglect and indifference. Nothing will
have a stronger tendency to induce the industrious and enterpri-
zing portion of community, who are emigrating {from the older
States, to seek a home among us than the assurance that a
lively interestis manifested, and that ample provisions have been
‘made for the promotion of this desirable object. We have no
reason to be discouraged thus far, and our future prospects are
of the most cheering character. We are naturally biased by lo-
cal prejudices, but aside from this, I feel warranted in saying
that the fairest portion of creation has been assigned us. Itis
indeed pleasant to contemplate our future glory and prosperity
as a State. Our eastern and western boundary, each some two
hundred miles in extent, is formed by the most important navi-
gable streams in the world, thus affording as an outlet for our
products north to the manufacturing regions of Minnesota, north-
west to the fertile plains of Nebraska, and south to the throng-
ed commercial marts of the lower Mississippi and the Gulf of
Mexico. Our communication with the Atlantic coast also,
through the medium of rail roads and the great lakes of the
rorth, will soon be almost direct. Sixteen years ago the scene
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of rural enchantment which surrounded the home of the savage,
within our present limits, was first disturbed by the approach of
civilization, and now we have a hardy and enterprizing popu-
lation of 140,000 souls, prosecuting with vigor and energy the
various arts of agficulture, and daily extending their trade and
commerce with the adjacent States. And siill the eye of the
western emigrant is fixed on Iowa, and scarcely a day passes
but we welcome the adventurous pioneer to a home within her
borders. Nature seems to have clothed herself in her fairest
robes to receive us, and may we not confidently expect that the
day is not far distant when seminaries of learning, dotted here
and there, over the entire area ef our State, will add to the love-
liness of the scene. The craggy steeps, the sunny vales, the
chrystal fountains, the murmuring brooks, the roaring cataracts,
the leafy groves and the fertile prairies appear to have con-
spired together to render us happy, and await the hand of art to
bring them into requisition, that we may reap a rich reward for
our toil. But all this will avail us nothing, lest we as a people
“act well our part,

. transmit herewith a copy of each of the circulars and blank
forms, numbered from one to twelve inclusive, issued from this
office prior to this date, together with the bills for printing the
same.

‘With the sincere wish that prudence and #igilance may char-
acterize all your deliberations, and that you may be conducted to
the wisest and best conclusions in the consideration of this mo-
mentous subject,

1 am, very respectfully,
Your cbediznt servant,
THOMAS H. BENTON J=.

Superintendent of Public Instruction.



(A)

A STATEMENT exhibiting the amount of {lie permanent.School Fund, and the manner in which the same is
invested, and the number of acres of School Land which have been sold, and the proceeds thereof, as shown
by the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November 1, 1848.

Permanent fund and how invested.

Sales of 16th Sections.

Sales of 500,000 acre grant.

COUNTIES. » — - .
Loaned on| Land sold On hand Number of | Amount in} Amount on|Number of | Amountin!Credit 0of 3| Credit of
real estate.! on credit. ‘| acres. cash. credit. acres. cash. | months. 1:lO years.

Appanoose, [No sales. i

. Benton, *134 68! 397 72! 200 00 99.18 49 04| 147 720 360 20000 5000{ 20000

Buchanan, [No sales. ' :

Cedar, 640 002,049 50, 256 50| 1,000 896 50 2,049 50

Clayton,  |2551 15 13 65| 1,440 {1,882 20| 640 801 00

Clinton, 103 20{ 309 30; 160 103 200 309 30

Dallas, No report

Des Moines,| 8,167 48/6,712 74| 166 52| 3,907 |8,253 00/6,712 74| 320 8100 32000

Davis, 1,282 58|1,740 04 1,800 3,022 621,740 04

Delaware, 255 00;1,150 00| 6 00; 640 250 00| 750 00 320 8000/ 32000

Dubuque,” | 4,093 5615,973 27 6,154.85 4,344 654,851 89| 1,040 178620 8138 1,040 00

Henry, 3,435 915,484 85 3,640 |3,435 915,484 85 .

Towa, No sales. '

Jasper, Noreport N

Jackson, No sales. - '

Jeflerson, {1,536 754,785 52 893 17 2,990 |1,929 92:4,785 52

9ce
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Jolingon,
Jones,
Keokuk,
Lee,

Linn,
Louisa,
Mahaska,f
Marion,
Monroe,
Muscatine,
Polk,

Pow eshelk,
Scott,

Van Buren,

Washington,

Wapello,

| 1,038 33 2,952 911 28 84 1,347.75] 698 02/2,994 96 |
772 81}0038 43! 12 5ol 1,187 452 81!1,358 43| 3,200 32000{ 480 00;3,200¢0
600 001,959 00/ 53 00| 1,440 | 653 00{1,959 00!
| 5,093 30| 7,841 36| 120 00 6,680 | 5,093 20| 7,841 36
950 00 6 €0 760 18000] 760 0O
2,305 004,777 22 2,830 |2,325 71/4,502 42/ 640 16000 640 00
815 00| 4,389 22| 680.90] 292 70| 629 22 3,366.75] 16000/ 56000 3,200 00
2,718 662,358 50 3,600 {2,829 50/1,718 500 640 16000 64000
807 00/ 890 00f 25 00| 960 337 50| 982 50| 320 8000, 32000
748 5] 803 62i 79 67 733.15 679 87 864 62
744 004,005 72) 413 50{ 652.50{ 197 65] 502 00; 3,291.88! 25000/ 5407313,16299
No salec :
1,263 252,667 51f 131 66| 1,280 1,332 49: 2,667 51
2,876 933,755 02,§194 43 _ s
1,919 003,728 02! 568 75| 2,797 |2,684 75!3,728 02| 4
10119 31} 6.379 65, 121 56 2,208.61! 1,563 901 2,696 SSi 7,041.67| 61288 777575,56171
! e
14«“018 65 81099 12! 2190 15 48228 54‘40608 2759276 08! 21939.80| 2, 763 50’ 2,999 68119364 71

* Sixty-three dollars and sixty-two cents in hands of predecessor.
+ Including $105 County School Tax for 1847, and deducting compensation for services, 223 50, invested

* as tHe school law directs.”
1 $281 12 ¢ amount on former contracts paid former Scheol Fund Commissioner,”” not included.

§ Including interest received on permanent fund.

ALVNAS AHL
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(B)

A STATEMENT of money appropriated annually by law and paid over forthe support of schools, and the source
from, which the some accrued, as shown by the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November 1, 1848,

COUNTIES.

County
school tax.

Interest on
permanent
fund.

Military |
' flilary

Fines for
breach of the
laws.

Sale of
water
crafts.

Sale of
lost

goods. |

Sale of e-
strays.

Volunta-
ry sub-
scription.

. Appanoosce, -
Bentod, - -
Buchanan, -
Cedar, - -
Clayton, - -
Clinton, - -
Dallas, - -
Des Moines, -

Davis, - -

Delaware, -
Dubuque, - -
Henry, - -

Towa - -

Jasper, -

Jackson, - -

Jefferson, -
Johnson, - -
Jones, -

Keokuk, - -

$1,575 25

606 43
No report.
40 62
154 31

$1,313 00

73 05

30 00

$97 00

30 00

$16 67

$50 00
114 50
102 95

575 99

297 73

, Grocery
| license.

$548 75

868
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Lee, - - 1,000 00 ;:
Linn, - - - 76 90%* 129 10|
Louisa, - - 192 b2 20 00 18 00; 661 93
$:Mahaska, - - 154 13
Marion, - - 89 65 17 40
Monroe, - - 27 67 16 26 5 00
Mouscatine, - .
Polk, - - - 93 11 17 89
Poweshiek, - :
Scott, - - - 258 08 270 00!
Van Buren - 53 6t 421 40|
Washington, - 233 90 42 50}' 24 9¢| 851 33
\Vapello, - - 221 96 9 21 lI 206 57
- - - |
$4,623 26 | %1,476 29 | $194 50| 450 663,535 635548 75

#Tax for 1846 reported fromthree townships.

t “Public fund,” source not stated.

LVNIS THL
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ASTATEMENT of money appropriated annually by law and still on hand forthe support of schools and the source

«©)

from which the some accrued, as shown by the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November 1, 1848.

> \ oun
COUNTIES. scgogl tt{lx.

Appanoose, - | $ 5 36
Benton, - - 9 5¢
Buchanarn, -

Cedar, - -

Clayton, =< - *149 8%
Clinton, - -

Dallas, - - No report.
Des Moines, -

Davis, - - 163 60
Delaware, - 149 96
Dubuque, - - 693 00
Henry, - -

Towa - - 7 46
Jasper, - No report.
Jackson, - -

Jefferson, -

Johnson, - -

Jones, - 56 00

Keokuk, -

Interest on s Fines fo Sale of | Sale of i Volunta-
pegmanent lMlhtary{breach of :he‘ water I alost [Sa‘ze of e-{ r(;,us?lbq. E ?rocer,y
B fund. nes. l laws. J crafts, 1 goods, $ s rays'__}scri;‘)tion.) leense.
& 165 41 L

105 50 s 5200 $36 30 %65 00

50
256 07 $1,088 32
124 00 ‘ 500 |
i ! i :

0ge
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Lee, - - - 217 00 ! 10 90! ’ ! ;

Linn, .o, 237 68 * | '

Louisa, - - - 38 47 l

Mahaska, - : 60 21 |

Marion, - - - 1

Monroe, - - 10 05

Mouscatine, - - '

Polk, - - -

Poweshiek, - - '

Scott, - - - 41 92 20 50 |

Van Buren, - - |

Washington, - l

Wapello, =~ - - \ X
$1,779 37’ $708 98! $1,155 32 $60 21k$36 30\ ‘ $65 00

*School tax for 1848—not collected.
tFrom different sources, not designated.
$In hands of predecessor, '
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(D)

A STATEMENT exhibiting the number of organized disiricts, persons between the ages of five and tweniy-one yeare, schools
taught, pupils taught, teachers employed, days pupils have been tauzht, and the average pay of teachers per month, as shown by

the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November 1, 1848.

Number of |No. of persons

- Fund Commiss- : No. of

COUNTIES. : g organized (hetween 5 and! .
JONNEYs. di%tricts. twenty-one. schools.

Appanoose, |D. P. Sparks, [ 224
Benton, E. H. Keys, 3 73
Buchanan, |S. P. Stoughton, 1 130
Cedar, William Mason, 788
Clayton, . Price, 14 403 5
Clinton, A. R. Bissell, 21 526 6
Des Moines, |Wm. Waiker, 59 4645
Davig, H. Dunlavy, 1812
Delaware, [John Benson,. 14 436 12
Dubuque, * M. Mbley, 20 1280 6
Henry, - A. McKinney, 16 2628
lowa, J. Wyckoff, 1 42
Jasper, W. W. Furguson,
Jackson, W. Hubbell, 21 800 11
Jeflerson, F. M. Allen, 52 2938
Johnson, Eli Myers, 19 | 1022 8
Jones, J. A. Secrest, 20 694 4
Keokuk, J. B. Whisler, 24 1286
Lee, | Win. Stewart, 93 | 5373
Linn, IA. Brown, J 1221
Louisa, iOliver Benton, 33 i 1588 9

Yo. of pu-
sils taught.

123
127
526

266

606

320
300
527
122

1434
195
403

14

Number of
teachers
employed.

¥

\
Average pay of |Number of dayvs
teachers.

maleifeniale| Mzle. | Female.

$6 00

10 €0

pupils have been
taught.

139
7111

2350
7043

300
540

9642
9519
11582
5338

54695

9517
19869

A0 TVNYQ0fL



Mahaska, P. L. Crossman, 37 ®1516

Maricn, J. B. Hamilton, 27 1125 8 274 8 1 520

Monroe, J. M. Richardson, 11 367 2242

Muscatine, e 1360 473 11910

Polk, Thos. McMullen, 752 | :

Poweshiek, |W. H. Barnes, 4 72

Scott, H, Price, 23 1085 421 15900

Van Buren, |[8. Clayton, 73 3256 13606

Washington, |N. P. Cooper, 30 1372 29 620 | 21 81 25600 | 1200 20692

‘Wapello, Joseph Myers, 5 2382 7 253 5 21 14 61 700 5868
673 | 41446 105 7077|101 23 | $92 61 ;$41 00 } 211474

"HLVNIS GHL
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(LY.

A STATEMENT showing the number of persons in the fol~
lowing counties between the ages of five and twenty-one
years, returned by special reports :

Benton - - - - - - - - 89

Henry, - - - - - - - - - 177

Johnson, - - - - - - - - 2717

Linn, - - - - - - - - - 113

Van Buren,. - - - - - - - 333

Total, - - - - - - - - 958
(F)

A STATEMENT showing the amount of expenses incurred for
allotting and appraising the 16th sections, in the following
counties : :

Clinton, - - - - - - - 76 00
Jefferson,* (one township,) - ~ - - 2675
Johnson, (six townships,) - - - - - 48 50
Louisa,} - - - - - - - 196 25
Muscatine, - - - - - - - 64 00*
$411 50

*Seventy-seven days reported in addition to the above, with-

out stating the price.
+The sum of $140 00 of the above paid in 1847; balance

not paid.

(&)
Orriceor SurerinTENDENT OoF Pueric InsTrucTION, )
Towa City, Iowa, August 10th, 1848. ¢
Str :—The fourteenth section of an act of the General Assem-
bly of Towa, entitled ¢ an act to provide for the management dhd
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disposition of the school fund,” approved Feb. 25th, 1847, pro-
vides that <“the five per centum uponthe net proceeds of the sales
of the public lands, granted by the United States to this State,shall

be paid into the hands of the Superintendent of Public Instruc-
lions, to be disposed of according to.law.” Please advise me

at your earliest convenience when this account with the State
will be settled, and what steps are necessary to be takenrelative
ito it. Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS H. BENTON, J=r.
- Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Ho~. R. M. Younxg,

‘Commissioner General Land Office, Washington City, D. C.

Gexerar Laxp Orrice,
August 25th, 1848, ¢
In reply to your enquiry of the 10thinst., you are ad-
wised that the five per cent fund account between the Uuited
States and the State of Jowa, has been audited at this office, for
the period commencing the 28th December, 1846, and ending the
31st December, 1847, and a balance of $16,422 05 reported to
the First Comptroller of the Treasury as due the State. Your
letter has also been referred to that officer, who will advise you
what measures are necessary to be adopted to bring that amount
into the State Treasury.
I am Sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
RICHHARD M. YOUNG,

Commissioner.

Str 2

Tromas H. Bextox, Jr., Esa.,
Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Towa City, Towa.

Orrice or SupkrINTENDENT oF PupLic InsTrRUCTION, )
Towa City, Towa, November 25, 1848. §
Sin:—I was advised by the Commissioner of the Generl
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Land Office, under date of August 25, 1848, that the amount due
the State of Iowa, arising from the five per cent. fund account
between the United States and this State, up to December 31st,
1847, was $16,422 05, and that you would inform me what
steps were necessary to be taken in order to obtainit. Asl
have received no intelligence from your department as yet, have
the kindness to advise me at your earliest convenience on the
subject. Please refer to my correspondence with the Commis-
sioner Very Respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS H. BENTON, Jr., '
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
First CoMPTROLLER,
Treasury Department,
o Washington City, D. C.
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[C]

REPORT
OF THE BOARD OI' PUBLIC WORKS.

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS. }
Acixcy Crry, Dreznser 1, 1848, §
To His Excellency JInsel Briggs,
Governor of lowa:

Sir :-—It Is provided by the 9th section of anact passed during
the first séssion of the General Assembly, entitled ¢“an act creating
a Board of Public Works; and providing for the improvement of
the Des Moines river,” approved Februrry 24th, 1847, that < the
Board shall make report to the Governor on or before the first
day of every regular session of the Legislature, giving a full
statement of all their doings; and recommending such legislativé
action as they may deem expedient.” In compliance with this
provision we beg leave respectfully to report:

That by certificate of the Secretary of State bearing date the
T7th day of September, A. D. 1847, we were severally informed
of having been elected President, Treasurer and Secretary of,
and constituting a Board of Public Works for the State of Iowa,
at a general clection lield on thesccond day of August next pre-
ceeding, and that our bonds previously filed, had been approved
by the Governor. We then proceeded to Fairfield, in Jefferson
county, pursuant to a prior understanding, and held our first
session as a Board on the 22d September, 1847, having been
first qualified on ** oath to the faithful and impartial performance

of the duties required of us by law.” Here the responsibility
43
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and difficulty of the path which lay before us became very dp-
parent. Neither of us possessed the advantage of experience
‘in a similar capacity. We were pioneers in works of internal
-improvement for a young and vigorous state, and without chart
or compass, rule or precedent of predecessorsto guide us in our
-track. We knew that the Des Moines river was, if possible, to
be made accessible for steamboats to the Raccoon Forks, and we
knew that lands had been appropriated for that purpose by act
~of Congress ; but we had no evidence by whith to distinguish
the lands donated from those of the general government, nor any
report, diagram, or data of those lands having been at all select-
-ed, as required by law. In fine, the act of Congress, and the
act of the General Assembly, were the only documents then in
our possession, or of which we had any knowledge, and it'may
be as well to say here that our difficulties were greatly amekor-
ated on this and on many other oecasions, by the information and
assistanee of Bernhart Henn, Esq., Register of the Fairficld
land office.

Our first official act was to inform his Excellency, the Geov-

~ernor, of our organization, and to obtain an introduction, through
him, to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, whom we
-addressed with a view to such aid and information as may be in
~his power to bestow, and with whom we anticipated frequent
occasions of correspondence. The Secretary was directed to
procure authenticated plats from the Surveyor General’s office
at Dubuque, of all townships supposed to contain lands embrac-
ed in the grant, and to communicate with officers of the late Ter-
riterial Government relative to their official transactions in re-
gard to those lands ; but we could only learn that commissioners
‘had selected the odd sections, and reported the fact to the proper
department at Washington.

Rules for the entry of land by pre-emption, under the 29th
section of the act of the General Assembly, aforesaid, were
adopted at an adjourned meeting, and our President was detailed
to visit other States for information, and to profft by their expe-
rience in slackwater improvements ; but more especially to em-
ploy an engineer of tried and undoubted qualifications in works
of this character. Our corporate faculties were then in carly



THE SENATE. ' 339

and active motion. We were enabled to grant pre-emptions to
lands in sixteen townships on the 11th of October, but with the
expectation, founded on public opinion, that the amount to which
we were prescribed by-act of Congress would be received in a
few weeks, and designing in any event to limit these pre-emption
sales to three months in advance of a public sale ; yet, although the
office was continued open; with but little intermission, until the
31st of Mareh following, and thirty-one additional townships
were exposed for sale in a similar manner about the first of Jan-
nary, our receipts had: not reached the sum of thirty thousand
dollars until near the.end of ‘six months. )

'The 27th section of the act says, * Any person who, on the
first day of January 1847 was, by the then existing laws of this
State, entitled to a claim upon the landsin this act mentioned, or
who shall at the time of entering the same, be the owner of such
claim, shall have.the right to enter the same in legal subdivis-
ions of not less than forty acres, unless it be a fractional quar~
ter, atthe price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre ; and
the provisions of the. several: pre-emption laws of Congress,
passed since the first of June 1838, and all'the privileges and
benefits thereby granted, are extended.to the settlers on said
lands as far as the same are applicable, and the same rules and
regnlations shall be observed in the entry and sale of said lands
by the Board.” :

The law in this ease determines the minimum quantity at for-
ty acres, but leaves the maximum to be inferred, or determined
by the Board. The “several laws of Gongress” admit of one
hundred and sixty acres, but ‘“the then existing laws of this
State’>have recognized a claim of three hundred and twenty
acres. Many members of the legislature gave it as their deci-
ced opinion that not more than one hundred and sixty acres were
contemplated by the act. A mature consideration of the subject
brought us to the conclusion that the interests of the settlers, and
of the improvement, would be promoted by extending the pre-
emption to a claim of three hundred and twenty acres, whether
in regular or detached tracts ; provided it were held on the first
day of January, 1847, « according to the then existing laws of
this State.” We therefore adopted the following form of proof
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to be filed in the office, with the addition of a quit-claim deed in
cases of transfer since the first of January, 1847.
(FORM A.)

I, A. B.of ) county, Iowa,
Do solemnly (swear or affirm) that I am the head of a family, (or
a single man over twenty-one years of age as the case may be,)
and have never had the benefit of any right of pre-emption on the
land appropriated by Act of Congress for the improvement off
the Des Moines River, nor have I sold, transferred, or quit-
claimed any part of these lands on which a right of pre-emption
could be obtained through me. That I am now the owner of the

quarter of
section No, in Township No. N. of
Range No. W. of the 5th P, M., and that (I
or C, D.) was enfitled to a claim thereon on the first of January,
1847, according to the then existing laws of the State of Iowa.
That (I, or he) had not neglected nor abandoned this claim for
six months preéedi,ng, the first day of January, 1847, and that
during that time it was marked ¢ut so that the boundaries there-
of could be readily traced, and its extent easily known, and that
my or his claim did net exceed in number of acres the amount
limited to one person according to the custom of the neighbor-
hood in which it is situated. A. B.

I, E. F. do solemnly (swear or affirm) that I know the facts
set forth in the foregoing (affidavit, or affirmation) tobe true and
correct, and that I am not interested in the claim, E. F.

OQrIFICE OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 11\8T4————-—— g

I, —, Secerctary of the Board of RPublic Works, (or J. P.
as the case may be) do hereby certify that the above were
taken and subscribed before me this day. That the tract de-

seribed contains ccres, aud that the price agreed up-
onis $1,25 per acre. Secretary.

A salc or transfer of “any part of these lands” was not de-
signed as a bar to invalidate a right of pre-emption, bat to elicit
a fact, in order to guard against a pre-emption to more than
13

320 acres by proxv! We very scon discevered that quit-
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claim deeds were not as common as we had imagined, but that
most of the assignees who applied for pre-emption had come in-
to possession by verbal transfer. We then adopted the following
form for cases of this character, without regard to deeds :

I, A. B, of county, Iowa, do soleximly
swear that T am (as the case may be, as in form A.) and have
never had the benefit of any right of pre-emption on the lands
appropriated by act of Congress for the improvement of the Des
Moines river, nor have I sold, transferred, or quit-claimed any
part of these lands on which aright of pre-emption could be ob-
tained through me, and that I am now the undisputed owner of

the quarter of section No. in
township No. N, of range No. W. of the bth
principal meridian. . A, B.

I, C. D,, do solemnly swear that E. F. was entitled to.a claim on
the land described in the foregoing affidavit,on the first day of Jan.
1847, and for six months next preceding, and during that time
it was marked out so that the boundaries thereof could be read-
ily traced, and its exient easily known, and that his claim did not
exceed in number of acres the amount limited to one person ac-
cording to the eustom of the neighborhood in which it is sjtuated
and that the right which the said E. F. held to the said tract is
now in the above named A. B. by regular transfer and sale, and
that I am not interested in the claim. C. D.

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 41“%'11‘ ;

1, Seceretary of the Board of Public Works, (or J. P.
as the case may be) do hereby certify that the foregoing affida-
vits were taken and subscribed to helore me this day. That the
tract above described contains — acres, and that the price
agreed upon is $1 25 per acre. Secretary.

These forms apply, or may be adapted, to any of the chame-
leon shades which claims have assumed in the Des Moines val-
ley, and it will readily be perceived that he who cannot prove
a right to claim under one or the other of thesc forms, can have
no right, for the most superficial claim will be recognized by
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some ore, and this one is sufficient for. his witness. Neitlier
should any ene who does not wish to be considered obnoxious
to the title of “land speculator” desire more than a half section,.
—-an amount unknown to.any other pre-emption law in existence.

This. proof is certified by the Secretary (as Register,) to the
Treasurer, (as;Recelver,) and on payment being made that officer
issues. the following receipt in duplicate.

OFFICE OF THE:BOARD.OF PUBLIC WORKS AT ——.

No. Received from A. B: of county, Iowa, the sum.
dollars, being in full for the . qliarter of section
No. , township No. N. range No. . W. of the Hth
P. M., containing —— acres at $1 25 per acre; and the land
above described having been appropriated by act of Congress,
approved August 8, 1846, for the improvement of the navigation
of the Des Moines river, the right of taking such stone as may
be found necessary to said improvement is hereby reserved to.
the State of Iowa, without any let.or. hindrance..

$

One of these receipts is filed in the office of the Secretary, in.
proof of the completion of the entry, and the other is retained by
the purchaser. The following is our joint certificate on. which
a patent shall issue ¢ signed by the Governor, subject to such
regulations as may be prescribed by law.”

Treasurer.

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF PUBIC WORKS AT ———.

No. We certify that A. B., of
this day purchased at this office the quarter of section
No. , township No. , range No. , West of
the 5th principal meridian, being part of the lands appropriated
by act of Congress, approved August 8, 1846, for the improve-
ment of the navigation of the Des Moines river, containing;
acres, at $1 25 per acre, amounting to dollars and for:
which the said A. B. ha made payment in full as required by
Jaw, after reserving to the State of Iowa, the right of taking and
using such stone as may be found necessary to said improve-
ment without let or hindrance.

county, ——ha—
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Therefore, be it known that on presentation of this ‘certificate
to the Governor of the State of lowa, the said A. B. shall be enti-
‘tled to receive a patent for the land above described, subject to
such regulations as may be prescribed by law.

Secretary.
Treasurer.

“The difficulty of procuring a thoroughly competent engineer,
one having experience in work of a character similar to that
proposed for the Des Moines river, detained the President until
the first week in December, but we have the proud satisfaction
of saying-that he has not only succeeded in obtaining the servi-
«ces of a gentleman of undoubted qualifications, but one who is
morally, as well as scientifiically, worthy of entire confidence
in the line of his profession. With the aid of three experi-
enced assistants, Messrs. Wells, Jacobs and Hayden, and other
subalterns necessary to a corps, the survey of the river was
.commenced on the 16th of December, 1847, and the persevering
industry with which Col. Curtis and his efficient aids prosecuted
the work as high up as Ottumwa, a distance of ninety-three
miles, during the most inclement season of the year, is worthy
of all praise.

We suspended the further prosecuticn of the survey above
Ottumwa in the early part of February, and made a requisition
on the Chief Engineer for a report of his labors, with a view
to determine the general plan of improvement, and the final lo-

~cations of dams and locks. It was found however, that a mere
minute examination of the river was neeessary antecedent to the
report, and this examination was required to be the more criti-
cal as many intelligent minds believed thata great portion of this
distance was not susceptible of improvement in any way. Nor
were they entirely mistaken, as low banks and other impedi-
ments precluded the possibility of dams, and we were forced to
the expedient of a side cut, or canal, from St. Francisville, Mis-
souri, to a point affording sufficient depth of water for steam
boats, about a mile and three quarters fromthe Mississippi riv-
er, a distance of ten miles. The removal of some snags and
other drift, from the main channel, or Nassau slough, will afford
{ree navigation in either or both, {rem the mouth of the caralto
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the Mississippi, and all the mouths of the Des Moines will have
‘equal facilities -of navigation.
The engineer’s report was filed on the 20th March, and will
be found herewith, and his suggeslions were adopted in the
"main. The general schemeis designed to afford navigaﬁon for
such boats of amedium size as ply most profitably on the Up-
per Mississippi, and although we fully appreciate the mag‘!li-
tude of the trade which will flow through this channel at no
distant day, it is believed that the capacity of the locks and ta-
nal are sufficient to obviate the necessity of those changes and
enlargements so vexatious to other States.

The privileges necessary to the improvement were a source
of great annuyance at the lower end of the line, as the lands
along the canal route were the property of individuals, many
of whom were unfriendly, indifferent, or ignorant of the pro-
ject. Conflicting titles existed to other portions where the re-
linquishment of all parties was indispensable, and the ircubus
of “the Half Breed claim” overhung the whole. On the south
side of the river, between the mouth and the present boundary
of Towa, the lands belong to a sister State. The river is here
a common highway for all, and the importance of the work jus=
tified the co-operation and undivided influence of both States.—
The proposed constiuction of a side cut on the Iowa side, at first
created anxiety and disaffection among some of the citizens of
Missouri, but after the work commenced, and the propriety of
the location become obvious, we are happy to testify to the appa-
rent satisfaction and courtesy which have been manifested by
citizens of the south side. A controversy or conflict between
two neighboring States never appears 16 advance the interests or
character of either. We have avoided this by a cantious regard
to the objects of the appropriation, without listening to the vauge
rumors of a few disaffected and designing persons on either side
of the river. We shall continue to cultivate the good feeling
which now exists, by a scrupulous regard to the best possible
location, construction, and completion of the work.

All sales of land were suspended on the 31st March 1848, for
an indefinite period, and the officer of the Board was removed
from Fairfield to the kingineer’s office at Keokuk, for the great-
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er convenielice of a letting then advertised to be held oti the first

of June. The engineers were engaged in establishing the loca-

tion of the work, and preparing estimates and specifications for
bidders, who became numerous as the day of letting approached.

Indeed the notoriety which we gave to this work in the Iastern

States, by circular and advertisement, has induced many worthy

and wealthy persons to visit Towa on an excursion of pleasure

or business, who perhaps never would otherwise have come,
and as some of them have alrcady become our fellow citizens,
and many others likely to follow, we trust that the accession to
our population will not be few or indifferent by this means alone.

The letting was held as advertised, and the bids are believed to

have been more numerous than for any work in the United

States of equa'l value. After several days examination of these

numerous and conflicting proposals, and a careful consideratioit

of the responsibility and experience of bidders, the work was
awarded as follows?

Secrion Now 1. To Messrs. Barnett and Co. of Ohio.~—This
section embraces the first lock, of 22 feet lift, and the earth
work within ten chains of the lock.

Szc. No. 2. Messrs. Lyon end Co. of Ohio~—This is ncarly a
mile of canal embankment.

Brc. No: 3. T. Curls of lowa.—A mile of canal.,

Sec. No. 4.  Stewart and Walluce, of Lllinots and Michigon.—
A mile of canal including the heavy embankment and protec-
tion which pass the ¢ Big Yellow Banks.”

See. No. b, 6and 7. Messrs. Bluke and Co. of Pennsylvania.—
Three miles of canal.

Sec. No. 8. Messrs. Lrigham and Moyger, of Missouri—~—A
mile of canal including the embahkment passing the « Little
Yellow Banks,” also, including lock No. 2, of ten feet lift.

Sec. No. 9. HMessrs Connable and Cunningham of Iowa and
Ohio.—A mile of canal.

Sec. No. 10, AMessrs. Cassidy and Bell of Iowa.—A mile of
canal. They have also contracted for constructing the pile'en-
gine.

Sec. No. 11, Messrs. Merriman and Co. of Pennsylvuania.— One

mile at the head of canal, and Guard Lock.
44
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Sre. No. 12, Messrs. Barnelt and Co. of Ohio.—Dam No. I,
at St. Froncisville.

Ske, No. 13, Messrs. Quinn, Cerregher and Co. of New York.
Dam No. 2, and lock No. 3, of 10 93-100 feet lift, at ¢« Cow~
pens old Mill.” .

Sre. No. 14, Walker, Patiersonand Co. of Iowa.—Dam No. 3,
and Lock No. 4, 10 32-100 feet lift, at ¢ Thoms Mill.”

All these contractors are on the work, and prosecuting their
contracts with viger, and apparent success. They employ about
500 men, and have a great amount of materials.on hand. We
have every reason to believe, if our resources for prompt pay-
ment continue, that this part of the work will be completed be-
fore the expiration of the time provided in their contracts. Ina
subsequent part of this report we will advert more particularly
to-the importance of accelerating the progress of allthe work, by
securing prompt payment toall the contractors. The receipts
from sales of land will not warrant o too speedy completion of
the work on cash payments, and the first day of March 1851, has
therefore, been set as the day of final estimates, when all these
contracts are to be delivered up in a manner acceptable to the
principal Engincer in charge of the improvement. Prudent
management on the part of the State may enable the Board to
make {ull and prompt payments on all these contracts at that
time, while a rash interference, or a desire to pander to local
prejudices may frustrate the whole design.

In addition to information derived from reports and documents
eollected by the President in the {all of 1847, withregard to the
construction of works in other States, the members of the Board
were much benefited by their intercourse with centractors of
varied experience during the letting. A wvariety of circumstan-
ces combined on this occasion, to induce the belief in our minds
that additional portions of the work could be put under contract
on favorable terms, without at all conflicting with this first let-
ting, and a notice was accordingly posted up in our office with a
view to elicit suggestions to that end. The extent of our re-
sources were so fully appreciated as to induce indirect proposi-
tions, and to justify us in advertising for a sccond letting on the
21st of August; the result of which exceeded our most sanguine
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- expectations.. The proposals received were very sirhilar in their
prices, and nearly, if not quite as low as those accepted in our
first work. As payment for this work was to be postponed till
the first series of contracts was paid for, we considered it desi-
rable that no ene should have more than his means would enable
him to accomplish. The work was awarded to the lowest re-
sponsible bidders, and may be stated as follows:

8ecrion No. 18, To Messrs. MeCune and Co. of Ohio.—Dam

and lock at Farmingten, 11 1-2 feet lift.

Sec. No. 16. Wn. Meek and Son, of Iowa.—Dam and lock at

Bonaparte, 71-2 feet lift.

See. No. 17.—Brown and Sanford of Iowe.—Dam and lock at

Bentonsport, 12 1-4 feet lift.

Se¢. No. 18, 19 and 20.— Brigham and Mayger, of Missouri.—

Dam and lock at Keosauqua, 14 feet lift,

Dam and lock at Powells, 11 feet lift.

« « Portland, 12 1-2 feet lift..
Sec. No. 21.—Messrs. McCune and Co., of Olioi—Dam-.and
lock at Jordan’s, 12 1-2 feet lift..
Szc, No. 22 and 23.—Messrs. Connable and Cunmingham, of

Ohio. and Towe.—Dam and lvck: at Railsback’s, 7 1-2 feet
Lift.

Dam and lock at Rowlands, 7 feet lift.
Sec. No. 24.. Wm, Lamb.—Dam and lock, mouth of Sugar
creek, 7 1-2 feet lift.

The contractors at Bonaparte and. Bentonsport have made a
good commencement, and others have made: arrangements for
prosecuting their work in the spring. Their success will, no
doubt, depend on the ability to raise -means. It was understood
at the letting, that estimatas would be made as the work pro-
gressed, and certificates of indebtedness issued, bearing six per
cent per annum,. payable out of the proceeds of sales of lands
appropriated to the iwprovement of the Des Moines- river.—
With these certificates, and the resources of the contraciors, it
was expected that the means would be readily obtained. Noth-
ing has been done by the Board to change this understanding,
but we have reason to believe that a different and more direct
mode would be more economical and advantageous to the State,
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and more acocptable to contractors. This subject will be more
fully discussed hereafter, when we speak of the disposition of

the lands.
The Commissioner of the General Land Office, made no re-

ply to a letter addressed to him hy the Secretary, through the
Governor, at the first organization of the Board, nor to one of
similar import under date of 20th November, following, in which
it was urged that the interests of the State required his imme-
diate action, antecedent to that of the Secretary of the Treasury,
as required by the actof Congress. Nor was it until our prompt
and attentive Representative in Congress, the Hon, W, Thomp-
son, made a personal application, at {he urgent solicitation of the
Secretary, that a reply was elicited as follows:

GENERAL LAND QFFICE,
F¥ebruary 23, 1848,

Sir:—Your eommunication of the 29th November, last, en-
closing a copy of yours of the 22d September last, has been re-
ceived and would have received an earlier response but for the
erroneous and defective surveys along the Des Moines river,
which prevented this office from submitling to the Secretary of
the Treasury, the selections made by the State of Iowa, for the
improvement of the navigation of that river, under the act of 8th
August, 1846. As these surveys have heen corrected action
will be had on those selections as soon as possible, and whenap-
proved they will be certified to you.

It is not usual to furnish more than a diagram of the grant, in
cases of this kind, with a certified list of the tracts granted, as
above mentioned, and these will, of couyse, be transmitted as
saon as they can be prepared.

All the aid that this office can give the Board of Public Works,
in the discharge of its duties, will be cheerfully rendered, and
if it is possible to procure copies of the Reports of the Topo-
graphical Bureru, of the examinations heretofore made of the
Des Moines river, it will afford me pleasure to do so, and for-
ward them to you.

A question has arisen as to the extent of the grant made ta
Towa, by the act of 8th August, 1846, and the opinion of this
office has been requested on that point.
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By the terms of the law, the grant is, of one equal moiety, in
alternate sections, of the public lands remaining unsold and not
otherwise disposed of, encumbered or appropriated, in a strip
five miles in width on each side of said river, to be selected
within said Territory &e., &c., and the proceeds are to be ap-
plied in the improvement of the navigation of that river, from its
mouth to the Raccoon Forks. Hence the State is entitled tothe
alternate sections within five miles of the Des Moines river,
throughout the whole extent of that river, within the limits of
Towa. Very respectfully, .

Your obedient servant,
RICHARD M. YOUNG.

Commissioner.

Cuarres Corkery, Esa.,
Secretary of the Board of Public Works,
Fairfield, Iowa.

It will be perceived that in this reply the commissioner adds
his sanction to the already plain letter of the act, and removes
all ground of cavil as to the extent of the grant. The same plain
literal construction will extend it far beyond the present “limits
of Iowa,” for the language of the act “is within said Territory,”
which then extended far north of the State line subsequently
designated by Congress. The same commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Otfice, who on the 23d of February, 1848, said that
we were entitled to those lands “throughout the whole extent
of that river,” did, on the 19th of June following, advertise a
part of those lands for sale by proclamation, as belonging to the
United States! Our attention was not called to this singular
inconsistency until September, when we immediately addressed
the commissioner, in the belief that these lands were proclaimed
in error, and that the order for their sale would be rescinded on
having his atiention directed to it, but our letter appears to have
been met with silent disregard. The sale went on as if nothing
had occurred, and portions of the State lands were sold for cash
and military land warrants. It may be proper to state also, that
in anticipation of such action as the Legislature in its wisdom
may think proper to take in this matler, we have filed a copy of
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eur letter to the Commissioner, accompanied by a protestagainst
the sale, in the district land office at Iowa City. It is our opin-
ion that no time should: Le lost in bringing this subject before
Congress, or some other-proper-tribunali as the success of the
improvement depends on-the extent of the appropriation. No
restrietion, or narrow construction, should be made of a law so
equitable and just. The appropriation by Congress, and the
early commencement of the work by the State, have soattracted
the attention of emigrants to this region as to cause-a sale and
settlement of a large portion of United States lands that would
otherwise have remained for years unsold and uncultivated.—
The general government is compensated by the enhanced value
of ‘Jands adjacent to the work, as it holds out a prospect of an
early means of conveying the products. of the country to market,
and extends the settlements far beyond the improvement. Es-
timates made on the expense of iransportation (and more fully
referred to in the report of the Engineer,) show that the advan-
tages of this improvement are not confined to the valley of ‘the
Des Moines, but connect-with the valley of the Upper Missou-
ri, Nebraska or Platte, offering the safest- and cheapest channel
for the transportation of the products of a vast country in the
far west. No policy of the general government appears to us
so equitable-and wise as that of appropriating lands te improve
the means of travel and transportation through those lands.—
Appropriations of this description to internal improvements, cre-
ate a common interest whichis ealculated to increase the attach-
ment which ought to exist between the infant seitlements and
the national government. With a view therefore, of securing
suecess and to realize the entire benefit of the appropriation,
application should be made to Congress for-a Jaw authorizing
the appointment of commissioners who shall be empowered to
select other lands instead of those odd sections which by acci~
dent or otherwise, have been sold by the United States land
officers within five miles of the Des Moines river. Such alaw
would include other lands which were sold prior and subsequent
to the grant, and previous to the selection, and would add a
eonsiderable amount to the means applicable to the improve-
ment,
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It will be seen that the commissigner of the General Land
office, promised to furnish this oftice with the approval of the
Secretary of the Treasury, a diagram of the grant, and a list of
the tracts granted. We waited until after the adjournment of Con-
gress, in order that full time might be had to prepare them, and
it was not until the 25th of August that we called for them
again. We then represented tho embarrassments under which
we labored for want of the list and diagram particularly, as we
were about to revive the sales of land, but no attention appeas
to have been paid to our pressing and respectful request. A
public sale is now advertised to commence at Agency City on
the 25th inst., of all “river lands” below Ottumwa, after hav-
ing given two months time for pre-emptions, in addition to the
previous six months of last winter, and the verbal designation
of Mr. Henn, is the only evidence by which we can distinguish
the lands under our control from those of the general govern-
ment. .

Having no data whatever by which te designate the State
lands north of the Fairfield Land distriet, it is a source of re-
gret that we cannot report the amount included in the appropri-
ation. This would have been accurately determined, so far as
the surveys extend, were we {urnished with the list and dia-
gram, and they may yet arrive before the adjournment of the
General Assembly, as we have recently written to the Hon. Wm.
Thompson on the subject. The country is well settled inthe
vicinity of the river for some twenty miles abéve the Racoon
Forks, and sparsely. settled as high up as the Boone Forks,
township No. 87, N, range No. 27 W., where it is said to be
well.timbered, and capable of sustaining a dense population.—
Indeed the Boone Forks country is thought by many to be supe-
rior to that of the Racoon; although the river between these
points does nct contain as large o bedy of water as below, we
are assurcd that it is no less susceptible of improvement, as the
banks are generally good, and the water decper, becausc confined
to narrower channels. The opportunities for hydraulic pewer
are said to be equally good, and it will not be many years be-
fore that country will be inhabited by an entcrprising people
who will demand that the improvoment shall be continued inte
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4his region, which is situated due west of the city of Dubuque.

It may be proper here to allude to a projected work; which
ought to connect with the Des Moines, and which involves not
«only the interest of our present work, but also that of the whole
State. We allude to the proposed rail road to the Pacific.

As early as 1837, the people of Iowa, had the importance of
this matter brought to their consideration, by the exertions of
John Plumbe, Esq., a citizen of this ‘State, who has since dis-
tinguished himself in the discovery of important improvements
in Daguerreotype. In 1838, the citizens of Dubuque, Iowa,
memorialized Congress and with the aid of (General George W.
Jones, then delegate to Congress, an appropriation was obtained
of ten thousand dollarsy which was expended in a survey from
Lake Michigan through Wisconsin.

In 1839, a memorial from Ohio, drawn up and circulated by
Col. 8. R. Curtis, our Chief Engineer, was presented by the
Hen. John Quiney Adams, urging Congress to aid the construc-
tion of such a work by the appropriation of the alternate sections
of land within ten miles of the route.

Subsequently in 1843 .or ’44, this matter was presented to
Congress by Asa Whitney, Esq., an enterprising citizen of
New York, who asked for the appropriation of the lands within
thirty miles of the route for the purpose of its construction. In
1846, he examined in person the route through the northern
counties of this State to the Missouri river, crossing the Missis-
sippi at Prairié du Chien. He speaks in flattering terms of the
country and of the facility with which such a road can be con-
structed ; and such has been the untiring exertions of this gen-
tleman, that the project has acquired the name of * Whitney’s
Railroad.”

As this enterprise beeomes every day more feasible, the sub-
ject which was first advocated in Iowa, should not be forgotien
in the first report of the Board of Public Works. If construc-
ted its connection with the Des Moines would have anincident-
al influence in the commerce of our improvement which would
fully justily our timely notice cnd exertions. The people of
Missouriare awake to the importance of this railroad enter-
prise, and are likely to influence its location by uniting the in-
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terests of Cincinnaii and St. Louis, by a railaoad connection
which they now have in progress of survey. Such a union of
wealth and influence is a formidable array against the infant ex-
ertions of Iowa; but by uniting our energies with those States
which are similarly interested we can retain the advantages
which our location and early efforts have given us a right to ex-
pect and assume.

The arrival of 2 United States Geologist at Keokuk, in June
last, on a reconnoitering tour to the head waters of the Des
Moines, afforded the Board an opportunity of gratilying a desire
which we had entertained for more accurate information regard-
ing thdt country. Indeed so great was our desirve for this infor-
mation, because of ifs important conneetion with the improve-
ment under our care, that a majority of us were inclined to en-
trust a partial exploration to some intelligent person, on whose
observations we could implicitly rely, when A. Randall, Esq.,
was delegated by Dr. D. D. Owen for a purpose alnost corres=
ponding with our view. We thought at first to find a compe-
tent person to accompany Mr. R. but subsequently addressed
him a letter, respectfully requesting that he would direct his at=
tention to specific objects of interest to us. This he kindly con-
sented to do, but as the information sought for has not yet come
to hand its absence will be partially supplied by the following
interesting newspaper extract:

« Perilous Fxpedition in JMinesota.—The Prairie du Chien
Patriot of the 26th July furnishes the following narrative :

Mr. A. Randall, of the U. 8. Geological Corps, accompanied
by his assistant, Maj. M. Dagger, of lowa, reached this placeon
Wednesday, July 19, from the sources of the Des Moines river,
which he has explored from its mouth, He has also made a crit-
ical examination of the Coteau des Prairies, west of the river,
and the western portion of the Undine Region of Nicollet, on the
east. When near the Chanjushkah river, a tributary of the St.
Peters and in the midst of a buffulo country he encountered a
large party of the Sissiton Sioux Indians, who robbed him of his
horses, clothing, provisions, and every thing except his papers
and collections-—breasking his instruments, &c. He was then
permitted to depart. is sufferings would have heen insup-
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portable hed he not met -on the evening of the second day, with
a camp of Fox Indians, which belong to the Osage, river, west
of Missoul, from whom he obtained a miserable pony, capable
of pucking the little left by the Indians. Mr. R., after being
robbed, changed his course to nearly south, abandoning his zoo-
logical and botanical, but continuing his geological and topo-
graphical collections and observations, and arrived at this village
abter nine day’s march, much erippled, and nearly exhausted
from the hardships he had undergone. After reaching the head
waters of Towa river,lie shaped his course direstly for this place,
passing over the Beautiful iract of country deneminated on Nic-
ollet’s map as the Mini Akipan Kaduza. Although he was
much nearer Fort Snelling than Fort Crawford, and within 40 or
50 miles of the St. Pelers river, he considered it the safest route
to turn south, as he woulkd be less apl to meet with hostile Indi-
ansy and, in cuse of attack, he had no weapons of defence. The
indians had ordered him to go south, and signiffed, by springing
thefr bows and drawing their knives tcross their throats, what
would be the result of disobedience.

M. Randall speaks in the highest terms of the country whiel
he travérsed, for beauty, agricultural capacity, and mineral re-
sources. Coal was found for 200 miles on the Des Moines, and
from indications, heavy deposits of iron ore are believed to exist.
Gypsum, in abundance, forming cliffs for miles, was encounter-
ed; #n article that is very important in the arts, and is extensive~
ly used in the Fast for agricultural purposes. This must prove
of Immence value to the West, as this is the great valley of the
Mi

-—exists in abundance. Limestone, suitable for lime, clay suit-

ssippl.  Limestone-——that makes a superior hydraulic lime

able for brieks, rocks suitable for polishing, for grindstones,
whetstones, and for building purpeses, some of superior quality
~—are found in abundance along the Des Moines river. There
is a great abundance of water power in the whele region over
which he passed, und timber plenty throughout most of the coun-
Lr)’.”

From all these sources of speculation, which in due time will
be substituted with accurate information, and from the length of
the river, as projected on all the maps of the country, we are
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justified in the belief that the grant will fall very little, if any,
short of a million of acres : and when we bear in mind that this
jand borders on the stream, where timber is invariably found in
sufficient quantities for agricultural purposes, we do not fecl at
{iberty to make an allowance for any which is not susceptible of
cultivation. Suppose however, we give credit to a vague opin-
ion that timber is scarce, and the land unsaleable, in the Terri-
lory of Minesota, on the extreme head waters of the Des Moines
and that we confine ourselves within the boundary of the State;
we cannot, even then, full shorl of eight hundred ihousand acres,
and we take itto be the part of wisdom to make the most of this,
in anticipation of contingencies which may, and will arise. Our
fegislature has generously recognized the right of all persons
who were settled on these lands, when they were accepted by
the State, and has granted a pre-emption, or preference of pur-
<hase, not to the usual quantity of one hundred and sixty acres,
but to three hundred and twenty acres, at the Government min-
imum of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre ; and we, the
Board, construing most favorably the intentions of the legisla-
ture, to the circumstances of the .case, rather than to the words
of the law, apply thal pre-emption to a mere ¢ claim,”
residence or cultivation. No pre-emption aet ever passed by

without

Congress was half as liberal, for 2 man may acquire a right
of pre-emption under our rules by the mere fact of having
said, on or abont the Ist of January, 1847, to a third person who
he now brings forward as a witness, ¢ this is my claim.”” His
claim may actually have been but a shadow, and may exist only
in his own imagination, and that of a brother or friend, and yet,
if it is recognized as his, and so proven by that brother or friend,
he can acquire a fee simple to three hundred and twenty acres,
at the lowest rate known to the law. "T'he Board have therefore
afforded to settlers the full benefit of existing laws enacted for
the accommodation of pre-emptors, but as many persons settled
on these lands afier the Ist of January, 1847, and before the
publication of the act approved January 24th, 1848, raising the
price of these lands, many who expected to pay the same prices
paid by those who had previously settled, regard the change as
burtheusome and oppressive on them, Any expectation found-
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ed on a presumption so natural, should, in the epinjon of the
Board, be réspected, and, it possible, sustained. To satisfy ev-
ery just claim to pre-empt the lands included in this appropria-
tion, the Board would respectfully suggest the passage of a law
extending the right of pre-emption to all persons residing on the
laads on the 1st of January, 1848, It may also be proper to give
those who have made smazll entries by pre-emption, the right to
increase their entry to a certain limit where they desire the in-
crease for their own use. These modifications would extend to
poor and worthy claimants who most deserve the pre-emption
right, the same number of acres acquired by more opulent neigh-
bors, who had the means to avail themselves of our first notice.
After doing strict and liberal justice to all who have honestly
entered on the State lands for the purpose of making themselves
comfortable homes, the interest of the settlers, and of the State,
require that these lands should be guarded against the grasp of
speculztors, and the wanton waste of the heedless and vicious.
Next to acquiring a homestead, is the importance to the settler of
a market for his produce, and he will be more profitably employ-
ed on forty acres, with the improvement, than on cighty aeres
withoutit. Every man in the Valley should, therefore, protect
the odd sections as he-regards his prospects of o home market.
Every dollar that is raised from the odd sections, goes to enhance
the value of his farm, by bringing a market so much nearer to
his door. This applies not only to those on the maintrunk of the
Des Moines, but to those also who may seltle far up its branches
for though the avails of the sale of lands may be hardly suffi-
cient to carry the improvement to the Forks, yet, the avails of
the improvement itself’ will certainly and speedily carry it be-
yond. Judging of the tolls and water-rents which may be rais-
ed from this improvément by the tolls and rents derived from
similar works in less productive countries, we consider it a low
estimate to calculate on the reccipt of fifty thousand dollars the
first year, on that part of the work which will be completed from
the proceeds of the sale of all the lands. The second year the
receipt would be sixty thousand, and so they will go on increas-
ing till rival works cause their reduction. Apply thirty thou-
sand dollars for superintendence, and repairs, the remainder—
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twenty thousand the first year, thirty thonsand the second year,
forty theusand the third year, and so on increasing, will be ap-
plicable to the further extension of the work. Hence we ex-
press full confidence that with a prudent management of the ap-
propriation the improvement can be carried within a reasonable
time, beyond the Forks. Dut all this success depends on the
amount to be raised from the lands. In order to establish this
progressive system we must have a suflicient base to acquire a
surplus of receipts upon. A short improvement would bring
only nominal tolls, because it would not draw in the trade of the
country: but a base of one hundred ‘and fifty, or two hundred
miles, will command the entire commerce of the region, create a
large annual income, and secure the success of our calculations.
We know with sufficient certainty, fromthe contracts themselves
that the work can be made to Ottumwa for a little more than half
the value of the lands appropriated ; but we have no knowledge
of the cost of the work above that town, as the surveys have not
beem completed. Enough is known however, to forewarn us
that we have every reason to husband our means, while we are
eonfident af the same time that we should do all in our powér to
hasten forward the progress of the work.

Lands appropriated to other States for similar purposes, have,
in all instances, been regarded as property which should have
the benefit of a rise of market prices. With this view they
have been reserved from the grasp of speculators who under-
stand the important change which must grow out of the con-
templated work, and who have the means to secure to them-
selves profits which should be applied to the work itself. An-
ticipating the great disadvantege which arises from pressing
sales before the work is laid out and constructed, other States
have usually found means to bring these lands into market to the
hest advantage, without any delay in the progress of the im-
provement. We believe that Iowa affords the first instance of
a State recognizing prior right of any kind to settlements on
lands of this character at $1 25 per acre. We have taken
some pains to,inform curselves with regard to the practice of
other States, and we invariably find them vieing with each oth-
er in trying to make the largest possible amount of money out
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of such grants, without regard to settlements previously made;
as if conscious that they were merely guardians of a donation
made for a specific object, and that the settlers would derive an
equivalent from the enhanced value of their lands, By making
the best possible disposition of these lands, a protection is affor~
ded to districts and counties remote {romthe gf‘ant, as they must
bear their propordion of any tax which may be imposed by the
State to supply a deficit in the appropriztion, and an influence
is thereby created which generally preserves the trust from im-
provident abuse. Such lands, in other States, have been ap-
praised at graded rates, some as high as ten dollars per acre, but
inno instance that we have heard of lower than two dollars and
fifty cents. We are informed that the Chio canal lands were
firstappraised at fremtwo and a half to five dollars per acre, and
subsequently from five to ten, ond most of thgse lands are now
disposed of. The lowest grade of the Wabash and Erie canal
lands in Indiana, and of the Illincis canal lands, was three and
a half dollars per acre, and thosc of the latter State were sold
at auction in August last at prices ranging from 7 to 20 dollars
per’acre, which was considered a very low rate. All these
States, as also Michigan, have borrowed money for the prose-
eution of their works, and have hypothecated their lands with
a view to their enhanced valuc after the completion of their re-
spective improvements. The State of lowa has prevented, by
her organic law, the creation of a State debt, and has thus wise-
ly guarded her citizens against the burthen of taxation so op-
pressive in some of our sister States. By this restriction in
our consiitution the legislature is prohibited from appropriating
State funds to internal improvements, and yet no State is more
sensible of the importance of public works. The only way of
promoting an object so desirable to ITowa, is by securing, and
prudently applying appropriations of lands from the General
Government, and by affording liberal advantages to capitalists
who may desire to apply their means in objects of this chrrac-
ter. A wise application of the Des Meines appropriation will
prove to Congress the advantage of furither liberalily, while a
different disposition may induce the general government fo re-
serve to herself the management of the procecds of our domain
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in future. Is this then a proper time to press ihe sale of these
lands with a view to producing the greatest good to the greatest
number 2  The General Government is now issuing a large
number of military warrants which are depreciated in conse-
quence of their abundance, so as to cnable purchasers to obtain
Congress lands at very low rates. At the same time an unusu-
al quantity of lands have recently been offered for sale by the
United States, in the immediate vicinity of our improvement,
and an additional quantity is now in progress of survey, to be
offered next spring. While these acts of the General Govern-
ment really enhance the pecuniary value of the State lands, by
bringing the even seclions into early settlement and improve-
ment, they have a direct tendency to reduce the present market
price of lands, and thus require the State lands to be sold at a
like depreciation. The question then arises whether we had
better enter this depreciated market, and sacrifice our lands to
raise means to progress with the work, or had we better seek
means as other states have done, and derive the advantage which
will arise from the settlement of Congress land and the erection
of the improvement. The desire of the community for the
carly completion of the work is founded on an increasing de-
wand for a means of dispesing of their agricultural products.—
A country so easily brought into cullivation soon furnishes a
large surplus.  Already the neighborhood of the Forks and all
the country east of it, is anxiously desiring the completion of
the improvement in order to send off accumulating stores of corn,
wheat, pork and other commodities. These demands have in-
duced the board to anticipate the proceeds of sales, and the con-
tracts alrcady let are so constituted as to progress, though the
payments must await the sale of the lands, but with abundant
means which, with the aid of the State, can be obtained in ad-
vance of a sale of lands, these contracts can be sooner accom-
plished, and others put in progress,

We are committed to 8D per cent., cash payments, on con-
tracts embraced in the first letting, conditioned, however, on the
unimpeded progress of land sales, so that the first letting requires
all the avails until that part of the work is completed and paid for.
The second letting is entirely on @ credit, based on the appro-
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priatioms  No meney is to be paid out on this second letting be-
yond the actual cost of work or materials assumed by the State,
until all the work embraced in, and incidental to, the firstletting,
is fully paid for; but payments on monthly estimates ore to be
made in bonds, or certificates of indebtedness, bearing an inter-
est of six per cent per annum, until redeemed in payments for
lands, or from the proceeds of sales of lands specifically donated
for the improvement. As the interest to be paid on these bonds
is small, compared with the immense advantages which the peo-
ple and the State will derive from an early completion of the
work, the greatest, if not the only objeetion which will present
itself to the minds of many, at first sight, is the danger of a de-
preciation in the value of these bonds, as in other States, by mak-
ing them a eirculating medium in the community. We confess
that the expedient afforded a subject of serious thought to our-
selves for some time; but to guard against a result somuch tobe
deplored by every one having the intercsts of the State at heart
(as a distinction is, too {requently, not drawn abroad between
bonds of this description and those of the State proper) no bond
is to be issued of a less denomination than five hundred dollars,
and as they will not be redeemable at the Treasury for any other
purpose whatever until after the first series of contracts are com-
pleted, there remains liltle doubt but their circulation will Le
limited to the hands of capitalists.

It will be seen therefore, that a species of certificates, or
bonds, are contemplated as the means of paying the second se-
ries of contracts. Certilicates of this character are often re-
sorted to, as we are informed, by Boards of other States, when
means of immediate payment is not convenient. Euch certifi-
cates can only have a local credit, as the acts of the Doard are
not published, and do not carry with them the same guarantee
of fidelity as those of the Legislature of the State. However
good and secure our certilicates may be, they are more likely to
become depreciated than bonds on the same security authorized
by legislative enactment. No certificates have as yet been is-
sued under the arrangements with the last contractors, as no es-
timate has yet been called for. In the mean time it has occur-
red to the Board that bonds bearing the sanction of the Supreme
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power of the State, issued by the Board, and pledging the pro-

-ceeds of the sule of land as well as the tolls of the improve-
ment for their redemption, would be less likely to depreciate,
and would secure means in advance of land sales, to prosecute
the work with greater speed and economy.

We submit therefore, to the wisdom of the General Assem-
bly whether the active progress and ultimate interest of the Des
Moines river improvement would not be promoted by a dircct
vesort Lo this expedient.  The lands appropriated will become
very valuable as the improvement progresses, and the alternate
sections of government land become setiled upon and improved.
It is believed that a loan of this character could be negotiated
withoutl reuch difficulty, as the security would be ample, and the
money would only be required by instalments at stated periods.
The necessity of issuing certificates on the contracts of August
will be obviated. Confidence will be secured to our own citi-
zens, with regard to the completion of the work, and an impetus
will be given to emigration into the interior of the State. Whether
our suggestion shall meet with the approbation of wiser counsel
or not, we take it to bethe part of wisdom to superintend the
management and care of these lands with fidelity, so that they
may yield the largest possible amount at the maturity of our ward.
We present our views in no ambiguous language; but with due
deference to the opinions of others with whom we are not forfun=~
nate enough to agree. We are aware that local interest, the
most dangerous of all passions, is strongly arrayed against any
proposition which contemplates any benefit to the State from an
enhanced value of the lands j but we would be unworthy of the
responsible trusts delegated to us, as agents of the whole State,
did we suffer a local atmosphere to influence our unbisgsed sense
of right.  Why, we ask, should the people of Iowa give these
lands ot a nominczl value to persons who, perhaps, have not yet
set fuot on our soil. They are not ours by abselute, but by spe-
clal and conditional right,—a gift, the object of which is defined
by the doner, under the imposition of a moral obligation faithfully

_to execute the interest of thetrust. Inmatters of our own we may
be generous, but in matters fiduciary we mustbe just. Fo press

the unlimely sale of these lands, orto offer them a sacrifice to lo-
46
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°
cal and temporary excitement, is a breach of confidence which we
eannot approve, and are not prepared to recommend.
Considering therefore, the fidelity due to the State and Gen-
eral Government, the importance of the economical and early
completion of the work, the interests and necessities of these set-
tlements which have been formed, and those which must here-
after depend on the extension of the Des Moines improvement,
we earnestly and respectfully urge your favorable consideration
of this subject. Our views should not be confined to the ope-
rations of a day c¢r a year, but we should calmly consider the
consequences of our conduct with reference to the future.—
Though in works of this character we are pioneers on the west-
-ern side of the Mississippi, we are so connected with the past
and the future, the east aund the west that every step we take
must involve the afizirs of thousands who at some future period
‘will-be interested in the landmarks we arc now erecting. The
~county (Wapello) from which we now have the honor to address
_you contains a population of *nearly' ten thousand souls,—five
und a half years ago it was a wilderness, in the undisputed pos-
session of the Sac and Fox Indians ; and organized counties ex-
ist in full possession of municipal rights over a hundred miles -
westward. The extraordinary discoveries which, within a few
years, have so much improved the {facilities of intercourse bLe-
twaeen widely separaled portions of our country, have soenhanc-’
ed the value and importance of the west as to uttract the richand
the poor, the old and the young, to the fertile regions of the Up-
per Mississippi.  Our rivers will be improved—rail roads will
be extended, and the telegraph will give us hourly tidings from
all parts of the world. These influences, connected with the
wonderful case of preparing our soil for annual productions,
must increase the wave of emigration, and in a few years it wiil
overflow all this county. Our humbie labors in connection with
the {uture destiny of the Upper Missiszippi, like the motion of
a particle of matter, involves the interests of a great system, and
we sincerely desire that every means tending to a speedy and
successful completion of our first enterprise may be regarded by
vou, as it is by us, as worthy -of our united and unwavering en-
ergies,
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We have already said that it was found necessary to locate a-
side cut between the mouth of the river and St. Francisville, for
the purpose of avoiding low banks and sandy foundations which
recur inthat porticn of the river. It is- probable that similar
means may be needed in the progress of the work above Ottum-
wa, The law creating a Board of - Public Works, approved,.
February 24th, 1847, authorizes the board “ to make arrange-
ments with proprietors of the land adjacent to the dams” for mill
purposes, and in ease of disagreement, a jury may be summoned
to determine the amount of compensation. The law does not
clearly give the right to take lands for the public highway, cre-
ated by raising pools and constructing side cuts. When persons-
reside on the premises, and are competent to grant privileges,
no difficulty is to be apprehended, but to satisfy doubts and pre-
vent difficulties. The board would respectfnlly suggest the en-
actment of a law authorizing them to take property forpublic us-
es, by compensating the owner, and when the owner cannot be
found,.or cannot convey, and when the damage cannot he amica-
bly adjusted, a commission of more simple aplication is needed to,
determine the compensation.

The board, as at present organiZed, cannot watch the timber

or punish offenders who commit waste on the lands included. .in.
the appropriation, and the penalty of “double the value” of the
trespass, affords little or no protection. A law bringing these.
lands under the care of the county commissioners, by covering
them with the same laws that -now shield the .school lands,
would, in our opinien, prove an adequate security.
* We also recommend the passage of a law to prevent trespass
on public works; as a trifling act of trespass to a dam or em-
bankment may tend to several thousand dollars expense, besides.
a hazard of life and delay of commerce. A public law of ihis
description will impress the necessity of caution on the com-
munity.

Asall the works of internal improvement in a State must
have a connection or influence on each other, and trusting that,
with the aid of Congress, other works may be projected, having
a more general and different locality, we submit the propriety
of an enlargement of the duties of this board so as o connect
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them and their records with other and future operations of this
character. The duties of the board should not be loeal in char-
acter,-nor should each scheme of improvement have its separate
board, but the whole State should be represented in cne. Tt
was also a great oversight to have the terms of oflice of all the
members expire at the same time, for, as it is impossible to
have all the transactions minutely detailed on record, a board
may, without design, conduct its business i such a manner as
to leave complicated difficulties or ambiguities in the way of its
successors. An entire new board will have to learn szll that
their predecessors have done, beforethey can satisfy themselves,
or afford full suatisfaction to those who arve connected with them;
and when they have acquired a knowledge of their duties, or it
may be, restored order out of chaos, and every thing is going on
harmoniously ; they again give way to a new set of novices who
stumble against the same impediment, and have to school them-
selves in the same routine.

Experience has also taught us that the land office is a very
cumbrous and inexpedient appendage to the Board of Public
Works. The act approved 24th February, 1847, provides that
“the Treasurer (of the Board) shall be Receiver, and the Sec-
retary shall be Register, and the Treasurer and Secretary in
the discharge of their duties as Receiver and Register, shall be
governed by the laws and rules preseribed by Congress for the
sale of lands in this State.” Theselaws and rules of Congresss
are obsolete, and not at all adapted to our circumstances. They
confine two members of the board within doors, where they can
have no personal knowledge of the progress of the improve‘i
ment. Other States have tried, and have discarded the system
under which we act, and we therefore suggest the propriety of
making cach department separate from, and independent of the
other, as in Pennsylvania, Ohio, &c. The Stales referred to
have each a State land office, and we submit to the wisdom cf
the General Assembly whether it would not be expedient to es-
tablish a similar department for all lands which now are, or
hercafter may be donated to the State of Iowa. A well regula-
ted land office, organized with system and economy by compe-
tent officers, would be one of the most interesting and useful de-
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partments of our State government. With this land office may
ulso be conneeted a bureau of statistics, and other useful sour-
ces of information now much needed at the capital.

A condensed statement. of receipts and disbursements.is here-
with submitted, showing the balance in the Treasury.

The report of the chief engincer will also be found herewith,
together with plans, estimates, specifications, and form of bids
used atthe lettings, to which we refer for more particular detail.

The survey of the work above Ottumwa, is now in progress,
and will be reported to us by the Chief Engineer at as carly a
period as practicable. If received in time it will be submitted
to your Excellency during the present session of the General
Assembly. ) ‘

In concluding our re “Olt we must express our regret that;
time and circumstances have not placed it within our power to
define more accurately the extent of the appropriation, or the
entire magnitude of the proposed work. Though our duties
have involved painful responsibilities, and diligent and arduous
labors, we have Dbeen stimulated in our exertions by the daily
success of our energies, and the growing prosperity of the
State.  Towa cannot fail to become one of the richest States of
the confederacy.  With the Mississippi on the east, the Mis-
souri on the west, an unimpeded steamboat navigatien through
her centre, extending from north-west {o south-east ; with re-
sources of lead, coal, iron, zinc, gypsum, and other mirerals to
an indefinite extent; industry with prudence, and wisdem with
caution, will make her great and prosperous.

Respeetfully submitted,
HUGH W. SAMPLE,
CHAS. CORKERY,
PAUL BRATTAIN.
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ENGINEER’S REPORT, NO. 1.

Excixeer s Orrice, Keoxvuxk, lowa,)

March 20, 1848. ¢
To the Honovable the Board of Public Works:

In compliance with your directions, I have surveyed the Des-
moines river, with a view to its improvement, from the mouth
as far up as Ottumwa, a distance by measurement of ninety
miles, ' .

Previous to making final locations, and minute estimates, it
becomes necessary for the Board to determine on the plan of im-
provement; and I therefore report the general result of my la-
bors this far, with a view to elicit your views on this maiter.

The Des Moines river at high water, has near its mouth, sev-
esal branches; all debouching into the Mississippi river, be-
tween the city of Keokuk, in Iowa, and the town of Alexan-
dria, in Missourl. -

These various channels may be designated as the “Dead
Slough,” which empties into the Mississippi one and one half
miles below Keokuk. The “Nassau Slough” which empties
into the Mississippi about one mile below ; the “middle chan-
nel ;°’ the “second channel,”” and the “old channel,” which emp-
ties in at Alexandria.

Before proceeding up the main channel, I surveyed all these
branches by meandering, andtaking such points as enable me to
plat the entire topogrhphy of the ground adjacent to the mouth ;
so that by reference to arawiugs, the matter can be more fully
understood by you.
 When I commenced the survey in December, 1847, the water
was very low in the Mississippi, and Des Moines, and only two
of the channels above mentioned, discharged water from the Dea
Moines. These were the twe called the * Nassau Slough” and
- Middle channel.”,

The « Nassau Slough™ was {rem three to five feet deep, and
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averaged about vne hundred and sixty fect wide. It discharged
a large portion, say three-fourths of the water of the Des Moines.
"This Slough is evidently a new channel or “cut off,” and is
much narrower than the main channel, being indeed only about
one fourth of the usual width of the river above. It is the
shortest water line to the Mississippi; and at alow stage, offers
at present the best navigation.

I commenced, therefore, the measure of the river at the mouth
of this Slough, and meandered, levelled and sketched the topog-
raphy of the line from this point, upwards to Ottumwa, when I
suspended operations, for the purpose of reporting te you and
preparing a part of the work for contract.

At ¢ Mott’s Ferry,” one mile and sixty-eight chains, from the
Mississippi, we {ind ourselves above the dividing -point of all
these various branches of the Des Moines. Below this point,
via. the Nassau Slough, the wuter inthe channel is fromn three
to five feet deep, and would by a litile clearing of driit, muke
navigation for sach boats as usually run at low water.on the Up-
per Mississippi. We also {ind rock in the bed of the riverat
this point, (*“ Mott’s Ferry.”) It is inclined from the Jowa to-
wards the Missouri shore, being at the water’s edge on the Iowa
side, and sixteen feet below the surface, two hundred feet fromn
the shore.

From ¢ Motl’s Ferry.” up to 8t. Francisville, the channel is
crooked, the-botiom is sandy, and the banks low. :

At St. Francisville (14 1-2 miles from the starting point)
‘there is rock in the bed of the river, extendingand inclining from
the Missouri side towards the Jowa side. By sounding we find
it at the middle of-the river, where it is covered with ten feet of
sand, and on-the Towa side we could'not reach it with a twelve
foot iron rod. From its inclinatioa, however, I suppose it can
be reached with piles from fifteen to twenty fect long.

Above 8t. Francisville, the river has géncrully a smooth rock
bottom, with a:straight clean-channel of uniform width,and with
banks ranging {rom twenty to twenty-five feet high.

Dividing the parts of the line into scctions so as 1o show the
£all between different points in connection with the full of the
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wltole line from Ottumwa to the mouth ; it may be stated as fol-
lows: '

Fall from Ottumwa to St. Francisville, ‘ 13346 feet
¢ “ St I'rancisville to “ Mott’s Ferry,” 19.81 «
4 «  « Mott’s Ferry” to the Mississippl, 3387 «
Totul fall from Otlumwa to the mouth, 156.64 «

It will be seen by the Board, that the character of the river be-
Iow St. Francisville, is very differept from the section above.—
The meandering stream, low banks, and sandy bottom of the Jow-
er sections, contrast with the straight channel, high banks, and
solid limestone bed of the upper section. The lowe section is
shifting and {ull of drift, while the upper section is unchangea-
ble and quite clear of deposite.

Many expedients have been tried to secure ih shallow rivers
a sufiicient depth of water for the transit of boats. Contracting
and clearing a channel is one tnode:  Such a plan has been tried
on the Ohio and Muskingum rivers, and sofar asI have observ-
ed it has resulted in almost, if not quite a failure.

As you narrow a stream you increase the velocity of the cui-
rent, and this increase of ‘velocity will remove the earth in the
banks, so as to assume its former width and depth.

A system of dams and locks, connecting pools in ariver, first
lead to the idea of a canal; but canals wére preferred because of
the convenient application of horse power, to propel boats on
their even and well constructed banks. Since the discovery of
steam power, and its application to boats, pools by dams have
been revived for navigable uses, and in many rivers this mode of
improvement must be preferred. The only objection that has
been raised to it is the difficulty of securing the work against
the influence of floods. )

Experience has proved that dams on gravel foundations are
very expensive, and liable to breaches ; while those erected on
rock are generally safe.

A system of dams and locks, above St. Francisville, where the
banks are high and the bed of the river solid rock, 1s inmy opin-
ion the most reasonable and natural mode of securing u valuable
improvement of the Des Moinces.

47
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AL St. Francisville, 1 wopkd recommeénd the crection’sf a dam,
and from the pool, T would carry a side zut on the norfh side of
the river, keeping near the Bluff, and cutting ofl the bends of the

“river. '

At < Mott’s Ferry” you have a rock foundatiéti to erect locks
upon, so as to-lock down into the river, -where you can accom-
date all the lower branches, This side cut will be about ten
miles long, which is nearly three miles shorter than the river

- fine between the same peints.

A temporary terminus of the side cut can be made at * Mott's
Ferry,”” and the lower branches being cleared of drift, will give
navigation {o the Mississippi. Should the branches all beeome
shallow, as 1 apprehend the Nassau slough will when it washes
to its natural width, you can continue the side cut around the
bluffy and terminate on rock in the Mississippi, at the lread of
< the dead slough.

This plan of improvement can, m my oplmon be regarded as

“&ure and permanant. There nny be some difliculty at St
Frimecisville in getting a good foundatien for the north end of
the dam ; but most of this dam can certainly be placed on rock.

Allthe locks will be on rocl except one uahout the middle of

“the side cut, where it will net be exposed to the wash of the
river, and therefore cqually sccure.  Sugar creek will have to
- be carried over the canal bank ona weir.  There may be o weak
point at this weir; but sheuld this point give way, (which should
be guarded with all reasonable precautions,) there will only be
a breach suflicient to pass Sugar crcek through the canal bank,
-an iujury that can be soon repaired at a trifling expense.

I would recommend the north, in preference to the south side
of the river for locating a side - cut, because you can, most of
the way, run along the side of a bluff, where an embankment on
one side is all that is needed to'make a wide canal; and because
the same bluff affords abundance of stene for the construction of
locks, weirs, and protection. These advaniages are not obtain-
ed on the south side, where the Doitom extends from eight to
ten miles, and stone could only be obtained by transporting it
irom St. Francisville, or frem the Lluff befere menticned, on the
north side of the river.
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1 the south side our terminus would be loose sand fecunda-
#on, where excavalions for large pits would have to. be mide
several feet below low water, in order to build a wooden foun-
dation ; while on the north side we can place locks, mills, and
all our constructions, on the most permanent foundation without
this expense and hazard.

The uniform width of the Des Moines.above St. Francisville
is abaut seven hundred feet. It is sufficiently wide to accom- .
modate the steamboats running on the upper Mississippi...

The valley drained by the Des Moines river is exceedingly
fertile and very extensive. Every acre seems capable of cul-
tivation. All the surplus products of this vast country, ex-
tending from the mouth. in the south cast to its source near the
nozth-west, of Towa, svill naturally follow the channel of this
river to find a market. Abundance of coal, and some indica-
1ions of other valuable minerals, are found in the course of ouy.
survey. It is hard to. over estimate the future produects of a..
country so rich and so casily brought into a state of cultivation.

The improvement of the river should be commenced in view
of all thesescircumstances. The work should have a capacity
suflicient to satisfy future demands ; it should be a trypk upon
which the. State may, herealler engraft many branches. Ca-.
pacity, durability, and economy, should characterize the plans.
which are adopted ; so that whatever is done it may prove per-.
manently useful. With this view of the matier, I would re-
spect{ully recommend locks with chambers 44 feet wide and:
175 feet long.

As the stone on the river,is hard and very. expensive to cut.
into ashlers, I recommend the use of strong ruble masonry, ren-
dered tight by the use of hydraulic cement. The entire cham-
ber should be covered with thrce coats. Such locks will be
much cheaper. than stone locks, and I see no reason to doubt theix
entire fitness. The use of hydraulic cement has been tested in.
the construction of cisterns all over the country, and it seems to
me therefore hardly necessary to doubt its adequacy. But for
abundant caution, I recommend that iron bars be laid in the walls
so that there may be 2 plank revetment on the inside to serve as
a protection and prevent leakage. If, then, the cement fail,
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the inside of the locks can Le planked and thus rendered cer-
tainly tight. Planking the inside of locks is no experiment it
has also been tested, and the interest of the money required {o
cut the stone will renew the plank as often as required. The
plan of a lock here submitled will show the size of walls and
other particulars. Dams should be made of stone secured in
eribs of timber. When the foundation is good, a base of three
times the height is, in my opinion, sufficient. When the foun-
dation is not good it must be made so by piling, and the plan
will be otherwise modified. )

I submit a plan with these slopes and crib sbutments. As
gravel is very scarce in many places oft the river, I have pro-
jected planking on the centre row of string piceces, which, be-
ing carefully spiked on, will render but little 'gravel necessary
to make the dam tight.

Drawings, specifications, and estimates, on these plans are
herewith submitted to the Board and made part of this report.
They will require changes after locations, but they furnish a
general view of the character of the work.

* I cannot close this report to the Board without acknowledg-
ing the eflicient and diligent services of my assistants, Guy
Wells, Samuel Jacobs, and M. M. Hayden, who have faithful-
ly shared with me the toil and exposure of the winter cam-
paign.,
) Respectfully submitted,

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Chief Engineer.
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(4)
SPECIFICATIONS

. FPFOR CONSTRUCTING THE WORKS ON THE DES MOINLS
RIVER IMPROVEMENT.

All excavation, piling and bailing, below low water, required °
to.secure a good foundation for locks, dams, and abutments, shall
be done by the contractor, at actual cost, which cost shall be es-
timated by the Principal Ingineer ; or this work may, at the dis-
cretion of the Beard of Public Works, be exccuted by hands em-
ployed and superintended by the agents of the State.

The contractors will be expected to commence their work im-
mediately after the letting, and progress with due dilligence, and
if the contractor fails or negleéts to prosccute the work with
due dilligenen, and according to the plans and directions of the
Fingineers, the matter shall be so reported to the Board of Pub-
lic Works, who will, at their discretion, declare the contract for-
feited, and the work will thereafter, be under the control of the

Board.
The gates for the locks, the iron, bolts, spikes, anchor bars,

the machinery for opening the gates, the steps for heel-posts,
and the hydraulic lime, will be furnished by the Board of Pub-
lic Works to the contractor, who will be made responsible for
their eare and use according to direction.
€hanges of location will sometimes be made to lessen the ex-
pense of the work ; but increasing quantities of work of a partic-
ular kind, or diminishing the quantities, will not change the rate
of price paid the contractor, unless the matter be agreed upon
- before the change of location ; but a change of location, refuir-
ing a different quality of work, shall require a change of price,
either more or less, as the case may be. Insuch cases the mat-
tersshall be referred to the Principal Engineer, who shall decide
the question of change of price, and his decision shall be final and
binding on the contractor and the State.
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Changes. of ‘plans to suit new developements of localities, may.-
be made by the Board of Public Works, at their discretion, and
the change of quantity shall not change the rate of price; but a
ehange involving a different kind of work shall leave the assess-
ment of advantage or disadvantage to the Principal Engineer,
who shall deduct from, or add to the price due the contractor, as
he may deem just and right, and his estimate duly made and re-
ported to the contractor and ta the President of the Board of Pub-
lic Works, shall conclude hoth the contractor and the State in
. relation to the matter.

All the work must be made and stand at the risk of the con-
tractor, until the entire contract is completed to the satisfaction
of the Principal Engineer ; and ll the lecks and canals must be
eleaned out, and other work must be in a complete state of fin-
ish, before the responsibility of the contractor will expire. Due
allowance must also be made for the setiling of banks, when
banks are finished and before they are fully settled, and this al-
Towance will be thrown out of the calculation of embankment in,
paying the centractor. :

FOR MAKING CANAL.

When the groun& in the canal is below bottom, if will have to.
be cleared by cutting the trees down even with the earth, and
removing all the logs and brush.

When there is excavation which is also to be used as embank-
ment, it will not be paid for as embankment and excavation, but
shall be denominated according to the name of the greater quan-
tity in the station. If, however, embankment is conveyed over
200 feet beyond the end of excavation, measuring along the line
of the canal, then the eontractor shall have pay for both excava-
tion and embankment.

The ground where the inner slope of embankment and centre-
ten feet are to be Jaid, must be grubbed and cleared of all veg-.
etable matter, and where the soil requires it, a puddle ditch shell
be excavated, at the discredion of the Engineer, and estimated
as excavation. After the ‘ground is sufficiently cleared for ihe
outer slope, by moving the logs and brush and rémoving such
trees as lean towards the canal, the embankment must be raised
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‘by successive strata, which strata shall not exceed fonr fect in
‘thickress, and no vegetable matter must constitute a part of the
embankment.

The banks and boltom of canal, and all the work connected
with it must conform to the grade and lines of the Engineer, and
must do so to his satisfaction.

Bids should contain a price per section for grubbing and clear-
dng.

A price per yard for carth excavation.

A price per yard for rock excavation.

A price per yard for embankment, and

A price per perch (ol 25 cubic feet) for protection stone.

FOR CULVERT ON SECTION NO. III.

This culvert is to have a span of 12 feet, and be about 140
feet long, with a semi-circular arch of two feet. It will have to
be inserted low in the ground, and have a timber fowndation,
covered with two inch white or burr eak plank, well spiked on
the timbers, and secured at the upper one with sheet piling.—
The timber is to be of the best white or burr oak, large enough
to square one foot, flattened or hewed straight on the upper and
lower surface, and laid one foot apart in the clear, across the pit.

The stone are to be of the best quality, to have good flat beds,
and to be of such length as to reach through the wall, and at least
half as wide as long—their thickness not to be less than four
inches. Every stone, when laid, is to point towards the centre
of the arch. )

The wall is to'be built in the most substantial manner, and
whenever and as oflen as it is raised two feet, it is to be thor-
oughly grouted with hydraulic cement ; but this is not to be done
without first having been examined by the Engineer, to see
whether it is well laid. The wall, while constructing, is to be
kept level, and of one uniform height, and great care is to be ta-
ken to keep the stone clean, so that the grout may adherc firmly
to them. Before grouting, the wall is to be thoroughly wet.—
The stone must be accurately scabbled or hammer dressed to suit
a pattern of the arch, such as the Engiircer may approve; and
they must all be laid with close joints.
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Bids must be made for masonry by the perch. which will in-
clude pit excavation, foundation and entire finish.

FOR LOCK AND FOUNDATION.

& The foundation ef locks on rock; will be prepared by clearing
oft the carth and gravel, and should any part of the rock require
excavating, it will be regarded as rock excavation, and paid for

as such.
All excavation below low water, will be done by the State as

before mentioned. And excavation will usually be made for the
lower mitre sills and the swing of the lower gates.

‘Where therets earth foundation, the canal excavation will be
estimated, and lock-pit excavation only estimated for that part of
earth which reqtiires to be moved after the canal is excavated.

The pit must be excavated to snitable depth and width accord-
ing to the Engineer’s plans, and a timber foundation laid in the
usual form of such works. The {imber must be hewed on the
upper and lower surface, and laid perfectly level. It will then
be covered with geod sound three inch white or burr oak plank,
jointed and laid close, with bevel edge, according to the plan of
the Ingineer. These plank will be well spiked down, with at
least five spikes for every ten superficial feet.

The lock foundation having been prepared according to the
.grade and plan of the Engineer the masonry for the walls shall
‘be commenced and carried up in successive courses.  The face
and exterior stone must contain not less than five cubic feet, and

~ be at least four inches thick ; none of them must have less than
‘eighteen inches bed, nor less bed than face.  They must be
-scabbled or hammer dressed, so as to present a plain surface for
@ bed, joint and face, and must bind the wall with headers, at
least one in every nine feet, and not less than five feet long, and
stretchers not less than three feet long. The interior stone must
be carefully and skilfully l»id, so as to bind and secure the en-
tire mass. The greatest care must be taken to make the wall -
tight where it is exposedto the pressurc of water. This will be
the case on all the face stone in the chamber and the face stone
above the upper gates. -

The exterior stone above the dam and adjacent toa way for
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water, which in some instances, will be passed around the outer
wall, for mill purposes, will sustain a pressure of the head of wa-
ter, and must also be tight. To secure tight work, the joints and
beds of the exterior course must be pressed down, so there shall
be no crevice or joint over one fourth of an inch wide. The
entire wall is to be laid in good lime mortar. The exterior
courses within twe fcet of the outside, all round the wall, must
be laid in mortar made of hydraulic lime. Range work is not
required, but a strong and superior quality of ruble masonry is
designed, and will be insisted on. The hydraulic lime will be
furnished by the State, but the contractor must erect and keep a
suitable shelter for it, and preserve it from waste. It must be
mixed with sand, and used by the contractor according to the
directions of the Engineer. The coping of the walls will be cut
stone, riot less than ten inches thick, and at least half of the width
of the wall in length.

Iron bars, furmshed by the State, will be incorporated in the
walls at such interval as the Engineer may direct, and aceording
to the plan of the Engineer. Lime, sand and mortar will have
to be of the best quality, and none but good masons should be
employed in laying the walls. The species of masonry here re-
quired, is difficult to define, but will be readily understood by
good workmen. The strength and tightness of the work will
depend on the skill of workmen, and where a sufficient knowl-
edge of the art of masonry is not displayed by the workmen en-
gaged in selecting and laying material, the matter may be laid be-
fore the Principal Engineer as a sufficient cause to remove the
contractor ; and should the Principal Engineer decide that the
work is not carried on by workmen skilled in the trade, the con-
tract may, at the discretion of the Board be declared forfeited,
and taken out of the hands of the contractor.

In bids for a Lock, there should be proposed as follows :

A price per yard for pit excavation in earth.

A price per yard for rock excavation.

A price per yard for embankment.

A price per square foot for foundation timber.

A price per hundred feet board measure for three inch plank
in foundation.

48
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A price per hundred feet board measure for two inch plank
laid as floor in chamber of lock.

A price per perch (of 25 cubic feet) for masonry in lock
walls.

A price per yard for protecting stone, and

A price per cubie foot for mitre sills.

FOR A DAM AND ABUTMENT.

Where it is possible the dams will be placed on rock founda-
tion. In such locations but little work is needed before com-
mencing the dam. There must be a surfzce prepared across the
river, upon which the lower sills must bebolted with iron bolts.
The ties will be carefully framed aeross these sills, and pinned
to them with seasoned white-oak pins,two inches in diameter.—
Upon these ties a second course of string pieces will be {ramed
and pinned, and so the work will progress. A course of string
pieces must be carried up inthe centre,and two inch plank care-
fully fitted to the upper side and spiked on, covering the face and
making the dam water tight from the bottom to the top.

The cribs are to be filled with stone as the work progresses.
The dam is to be drawn in as it rises in the style of a pent-roof]
and when erected to its .proper height, it is to be covered with
three inch white or burr-oak plank on the lower, and two inch
white or burr-oak plank on the upper slope. These plank are
to be pinned on with seasoned white-oak pins in the most care-
ful and substantial manner.

The outer and centre string pieces (thosetimbers which cross
the river) must be one foot square, hewed square and straight.
The remainder of the string pieces and ties may be made of
round, straight timber, not less than ten inches in diameter at the
small end. The splices, notches and connections of timber,ev-
erywhere, must be carefully made in thebest style of carpentry.
For this purpose, all the strings and ties must be hewed square
at the points of eonnection, and notches must be laid off and cut
with a saw so as to secure a complete joint.

Wooden pins, which are to be used in the work, must be made
of even size and round, so as to fit the two inch augur holes.—
They must be made before the timber is laid, and subjected to the
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inspection of the Engineer. The abutments will, also, be crib
of work. The timber to be white or burr-oak, hewed one foot
square, and straight. The upper end of the abutments will be
covered, (as shown by the plan,) with two inch white or burr-
oak plank, jointed and spiked onto the abutment timbers.—
Where a crib is required to conduct water around the abutment
it will be made similar to the abutment, and constitute a part of
it. The dam, abutments, and cribs for conducting water around
the abutments will he understeod as part of the dam, and inclu-
ded in the same contract.

Bids for building a dam must contain proposals as follows :

A pricefor round timber for ties and string pieces, per lin-
eal foot.

A price for square timber used in dam and abutment, per lin-
eal foot.

A price perhundred feet, board measure, for three inch plank.

A price per hundred feet, board measure, for two inch plank.

A price per perch (of 25 cubic feet) for stone in cribs. -

A price per cubic yard for excavation of earth in abutment
pits.

A price per cubic yard for excavation of rock in abutment
pits.

A price per cubic yard for embankment, and

A price per cubic yard for gravel above dam,
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(B) -
Form of Proposals prescribed for bidders at the first letting of the
Des Moines river improvement.

To THE Boarp oF Pupric Works oF THE STATE oF lowa:
GENTLEMEN : propose to construct the following work

on the Des Moines River Improvement, on the following terms:

FOR LOCK No. Dorrs. |Cts.

Excavation of earth for Lock-pit, per cubic yard,

Excavation of rock for Lock-pit, per cubic yard,

Puddling in lock foundation, per cubic yard,

Embankment per cubic yard,

Foundation timber, laid in work, per square foot,

3 inch white or burr oak plank, laid in foundation per-hun-
dred feet, board measure,

2 inch white or burr oak plank, laid as floor in chamber of
lock, per 100 feet, board measure,

Masonry laid in Lock walls, per perch of 25 cubic feet,

Stone protection for embankment, per perch of 23 cubic feet,

Mitre sills, per cubic foot, laid in work, .

FOR DAM No. AND ABUTMENT. Dorrs. |Crs.

Round timber, used as ties and string pieces, laid in work,
per lineal foot,

Square timber used in dam and abutment, laid in work, per
lineal foot,

3 inch white or burr oak plank, laid in work, per hundred
feet board measure,

2 inch white or burr oak plank, laid in work, per hundred
feet, board measure,

St?ne, in cribs of dam and abutments, per perch of 25 cubic

eet,

Excavation of earth, for abutment pits, per cubic yard,

Excavation of reck, for abutment pits, per cubic yard,

Embankment of earth, per cubic yard, )

Stone protection of bank above and below abutment, where
it is required, per perch,

Gravel above dam, laid as directed by the engineer, per cu-
bic yard, i
All the above work to be done according to the plans and specifications,

unless otherwise directed by the Engineer.

(©)
Form of propesals for Canal work prescribed at the first letting of

the Des Moines river improvement.

To THE Boarp oF PuBLic WorKs oF THE STATE oF lowa:

GENTLEMEN: propose to construct the following work
on the Des Moines River Improvement, on the following terms:

FOR CANAL, SECTION No. Doxws. lCTs.

Grubbing and clearing, per section,
Excavation of earth per cubic yard, ‘ I
Excdvation of rock, per cubic yard,
Bmbankment, per cubic yard,
Stone protection of embanknient, per perch of 25 cubic feet, '
Masonry of Culvert, per perch of 25 cubic feet which will

include pit, excavation, foundation, and entire finish, ] }

All the ahove work to be done according to the plans and specifications,
unless otherwise directed by the Engineer.
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Estimaled cost of (o m ol Si. Franetsville, wilh. port gravel
Loiinm.

126 cross-ties 405 Tper wovn TR
G3 [ Gaow 14

63 « 82 &« ©0If,

63 o« 25« @ 1,688,

63 « 20« « 1,260,

63 w 15« « 945,

63 w 8.5 « « 535,--14,458,at 4 cts. $578 32
2,700 piles, various lengths, at 2 each, 5,400 GO

32 string pieces 750 feet each, 24,000, at 8 cents, 1,920 60
90 M feet, b. meas., 3 inch plank on lower slope,

and apron, at $15, 1,350 0
28,500 fegt, b. measure, 2 inch plank on upper slope

at $14, 399 ¢H
20,000 feet, b. measure, sheel piling, at $15, 300 ¢
12,000 feet, b. measure, veriical plank to tighten

dam, at $15, . 180 00
11,460 perch of stone, 1,535 nerch of timber,
9,922 perch stone, at $1, 9,922 00

Two abutments, as per estimates, at $437 84 each, 875 6R
Iixcavation of 2 abutment pits, 1,060 yds, at 15 c., 150 00

$21,075 00

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Engmee],
Engineer’s office, March 15, 1848,

Estimated cost of Guard Lock at head of canal at St Francisville.
244 perch of masonry iif wall, at $3, $732 00

10 barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50, 35 00

21,000 ft foundation timbers 2 sides hewn

$6, 126 00

6,300 ¢ bmeasure, 8 inch plank, at $15, 94 50
1,460 « “ (two rows) sheet pi-

ling, at 15, 21 00

880 tt. b.m. flooring planks, 2inchat 14 12 32
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16 iron rods laid in wall, at $1 each, 16 06
400 yards excavation after canal is ex-

cavaled, at 12 cents, , 48 00
500 yards embankment after walls are

erected, at 15 cents, 75 00

Gates, as per estimate, lock gates, 426 75

— $1,586 57
SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer.
Engineer’s department, March 20, 1848.

";'fbjg

Estimate of lock on side cutnear Little Yeliow Bank, Des Moines
river,

2,000 cubic yards excavation of lock pit, after canal

is excavated, the banks being left 1-2 to 1-6 feet

cutting, 8 feet to lock bottom, to repeat ; 2,000 -

yards, at 12 cents, $240 00
1,134 yards lock embankment to be put in at lower

end of lock after walls are erected, at 15 cents, 170 10
15,000 feet foundation timber, 2 sides hewn, at 6 c. 3900 00.
47,000 ¢ board measure, 3 inch plank covering

foundation timber, at 2 1-2 cts., 705 00
15,200 feet board measure, 2 inch plank, floor of
lock pit, at 1 1-2 cents, 228 00
3,920 feet board measure, sheet piling, five cour-
ses four feet deep, at 1 1-2cts., 58 80,
1,900 perches masonry in lock walls, at $3, 5,700 00
50 bbls. hydraulic cement, at §3 50, 175 00
160 iron bars with links at the end, laid in the
wall, at $1 each, k s 160 00
11,430 spikes for flooring, at 6 cents, 685 80
Gates, as per estimate, ' 853 50

$9,876 20

SAM’L R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer.
Engineer’s Office, Fairfield, March 20, 1848,
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Estimate of the cost of a Lock at Moit’s Ferry.
Estimated lift twenty-two feet. Lower mitre sill to
be placed three fect below low water. Walls
estimated at 30 feet high. The whole on rock

bottom,

1,000 yards pit excavation, after canal is excavated,
at ten cents, : $100 00

5,400 perches of masonry in wall (30 % 10 « 225),
at $3, 16,200 00
100 barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50, 350 00
200 iron bars laid in lock, at $1, 200 GO
Gates, 1,200 00
£18,050. 00

l

Estimated cost of Lock at * Cowpen’s Old Mill,” rock foundation.

Excavation of lock pits, clearing oﬂ"rock, &e., $100 00
2,000 perch masonry, at §3, 6,000 00
75 barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50, 362 50
160 iron bars with links, at $1, » 160 00
Gates, as per estimate, 853 00

47,376 00

Estimated cost of a Dam at same place.
14,458 feet round timber for ties, at 4 cents, 4578 32
24,000 « string pieces, (750 each,) at 8 cents, 1,920 00
90,000 ¢ board measure, 3 inch plauk on lower

slope, at $15, 1,350 00
28,500 feet board measure, 2 inch plank on upper

slope, at $14, 399 00
12,000 feet board measure, vertical plank in centre

of dam, at $15, 180 00

9,922 feet perch stone crib filling, at $1 9,922 o0

™S



384 JOURNAL OF

One abutment, 437 84
Excavation of abutment pit, 5 00

. $14,862 16
Cost of lock, brought down 7,376 00

Total cost of Dam and Lock, $22,238 16

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Enginecr.
Engineer’s Office, Fairfield, March 20th, 1848,

Lstimates for all the lock gates of @ lock with walls 18 1-2 ft. high.

. TIMBER.
Mitre sill 214 feet, 12 square timber, oak,at 6 cts.  &12 84
Quoin post, 76 « ouk, at 10 cts. 7 60
‘Arms, pine timber, 4 sticks, 23.79 » 16 » 14 at
the ends, and 16 = 20 in the middle ; 8 sticks
22,62 4 12 14 at the ends, and 12 » 20 in the
middle; 16 sticks 22.62 < 8« 14 at the ends,
and 8 » 20 in the middle,
Amounting inthe order in which they stand to
95.16 feet, at 10 cents, 9 00
180.96 « « ¢ 18 09
361.92 « o« « 36 19
‘Heel posts, oak, 20.2 ¢ 17 % 16 ¢ 4 sticks=80.8 ft.
at 10 cents, 8 06
Toe posts, oak, 19 14 ¢ 16 « 4 sticks=76.0 fect,
at 10 cents, 7 60
Timber between the paddle gates, pine, 12 sticks,
2.6 1412 4 16=30., at 10 cents, 3 00
Plank for gates, pine, 2,758 fect board measure, at .
%15 per M, 41 37
Iron—689 wrought spikes, 5 inches long, at 6 cfs.
each, 41 34
215 bolts for mitre sills, 18« 1 1-2 square, '
222 1bs., at 5 cents, 11 10

4 capstans and chains, 100 00
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66 heel and toe straps

612 1-241-2, 1,416 lbs.
232 feet lineal, iron braces
3x1-2 1,160 «
12 valve rods 20 ¢ 1 1-2
square, 1,200 «
96 feet hog braces; 1 1-2
square, 480 «

‘ 4,256 1bs. at b cts.;
4 steps for heel posis; at $3,
4 steps for hog braces, at $3,;
12 paddle gates, at $10,
Carpenter work on four gates,
Blacksmith work on gates,

385

212 80
12 00
12 00

120 00

100 00

100 00

e —— ]

$853 50

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer.

Englireer’s Office, Fairfield, March 20, 1848
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DESCRIPTION AND ESTIMATE
OF WORK ON THE DES MOINES RIVER IMPROVEMENT.

SECTION No. l.—Locx No. 1.

At Mott’s Ferry on the Des JMoines River.

Amount. Total Am’t.
1,000 Cubic yards pit excavaticn after canal is

excavated, 10 cents, ‘$ 1€0 00

5,400 Perches masonry in wall, $3 00, 16.200 00

100 Barrels hydraulic cement, $3 50, 50 00

200 Iron bars laid in well, $1, 200 (0
Lock gates, 1,200 00  $18,050 00

SECTION No. 2.
From Bgiman’s Jll to three mile tree.

3,400 Feet grubbing and clearing, 400 00
400 Perch protection stone on 400 feet of em-
bankment adjoining lock 12 2 » 400

feet, at 50 cis., 200 00

79,883 Cubic yards of embankment, at 8 cts,, 6,391 01 6,291 04
On this section the central part of ca-
ral is entirely below bottom. Itwill be
recessary to cut the timber in canal down
evenwith the ground and remove allrub-
bish, such as brush, logs, &e. The ca-
nal is laid off at various widths where
there is embankment, to give easier pas-
sage to boats. This may increase the
clearing a little but it is not expectad to
increase the grubbing which is only re-
quired under the inner slopé and centre
ten feet of the banlks.

SECTION No. 3.
From the 3rd fo the 4th AMile.

3,0\‘50 Feet at west end of grubbing & clearing, 100 00
104,868 Cubic vards of embankment, at 7 cts., 7,340 6
180 Perches mazonry in culvert at &3 50, 630 CO
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Amount. Total Am’t,
Weir 100 feet long to be hereafier con-
tracted for, say, 250 00 8,620 10
Culvert at station 26 span 12 feet.—
Semi-circular arch of stone 2 feet. This
culvert will have to be inserted low in
the ground -and have timber foundation
covered with two iuch oak plank spiked
on the timbers. The timbers must be
hewed straight on the upper and lower
surface, The stone must all be scabbled
or hammer dressed to suit a pattern of
the arch, and laid with close joints.
Bids must be made for masonry by the
perch, which will include pit excava.
tion, foundation and entire finish.

SECTION No. 4.
From the 4th to the Bth Mile.

3,846 Feet grubbing and clearing, 500 09
130,744 Cubic yards of embankment, at 11 ets., 14,381 84-
2,753 Perches protection stone on 1,434 feet
of embankment, 3 feet thick and 16 feet
high, at 60 cts., 1,6561-804 16,633 64
This section includes the heavy em-
bankment opposite the big yellow banks
which.is 1,434 feet long.

SECTION No. 5.
From the Bth Mile to sta. No. B, on same- Mile,

5,280 Feet grubbing and clearing, 600 00
17,714 Cubic yards excavation, at 8 cts., o 1,417 12
37,184 Cubic yards embankment, at 8 cts. 2,994 72
Weir to be erected by the State or here-
after contracted for, say 2,000 00 7,991 84

This section includes the narrows be-
low the mouth of Sugar creek where
the embankment will be partly in the
river and therefore require protecting.
Three hundred feet of canal west of the
pesent mouth of Sugar creek will be
required to have the earth placed on the
north side, or otherwise to suit a wier
that will be erected at that point.
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SECTION No. 6.
From sta. 55, on the 5th Mile to the Tth Mile.

Amount, Total Am’t.

5,280 Feet grubbing and clearing, 800 00
52,409 Cubic yards of excayation, at 8 cts., 4,192 72
5,493 Cubic yards of embankment, at 7 ets., 884 51

SECTION No. 7.
From the Tth mile lo the bih sta. on same mile,

5,280 Feet grubbing and clearing, 800 00
61,916 Cubic yards, excavation, at 8 ets., 4,953 28

.

SECTION No, 8.
From bth sta. on Tth mile tp the 9tk mile.

5,280 Feet grubbing and clearing, 700 00
13,528 Cuybic yards excavation, at 7 cts., 946 -96
82,767 Cubic yards embankmentat 12 1-2 ets. 9,932 04

4,477 Perch protection stone, at 80 cts. 3,581 60

LOCK No. 2.

2,000 Cubic yards, excavation in lock pit after

canal is excavated the banks being

left 11-2 of one ; to 6 feet cut and 8 feet

to canal botom, at 12 cfs., 240 00
1,134 Cubic yards, lock embankment to be put

in at lower end of lock after the walls

are erected at 15 cts., 170 10

15,000 Square feet foundation timber, hewed on
two sides, at 6 cts., 900 00

47,000 Feet board measure 3 inch plank, cover-
ing to foundationat 1 1-2 cts., 705 00

15,200 Feet board measure; 2 inch plank ; floor
of lock pit at $1 50 cts., 228 00

3,920 Teet board measure, 2 in. plank ; 5 cour-
ses 4 feet deep, sheet piling at $1 50 c. 58 80
1,900 Perches masonry in lock walls, at $3, 5,700 00
50 Barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50, 175 00

160 Iron bars with links at the end laid in
walls at $1, 160 00
Spikes, &c., : 685 50
Gates as per estimate, 853 50

This section icludes lock No. 2, with
timber and plank foundation and the
heavy embankment at the the little yel-
low banks, which is 2,332 ft. in length,

5,377 23

5,753 28

15,159 60

9,876 20
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SECTION No. 9.
From the 9th 1o the 10tk mile.

Amonnt.
3,700 Feet grubbing and clearing, 600 00
49,100 Cubic yards excavation, at 7 cts., 3,437 00

SECTION No. 10.

From the 10th to the 11th male.

5,280 Grubbing and clearing, 700 00
62,623 Cubic yards excavation, 5,009 84

SECTION No. 11.
From the 11th to the 12th mile.

5,280 Feet grubbing and clearing, . 800. 00
43,763 Cubic yards excavation, at 8 cts., 3,501 04
GUARD LOCK.
244 Perches masonry in wall at $3, 732 00
10 Barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50, 35 00
400 Square feet foundation timbers hewed on
two sides, at 6 cts., 126 00
8,580 Feet (board measure) 2 and 3 inch oak
plank, at $1 50, 128 70
16 Iron rodslaid in the wall 16 00
400 Cubic yards excavation of pitafter canal
is excavated, at 12 cts., 48 00
500 Yards embankment after wails are erec- )
ted, at 15 cts., 75 00
Lock sales as per estimate, 426 75

This section includes the guard lock
near the bed of canal.

DAM No. 1.

Located at St. Francisville.
14,458 Lineal feet round timber for ties, at 6 c. 578 32
2,700 Piles various lengths, 5,400
24,000 Lineal ft.timber for string piecesat8 c. 1,920
122,000 Feet board measure, threeinch plank per

hundred, $1 50, 1,830
28,500 Feet board measure two inch plank per
thousand $14, 399
9,922 Perch of stone in cribs, at $1, 9,922
Two abutments as per estimate, 875 68

1,000 Cubic yards excavationinabutment pits,
at 15 cts., 150 00

389

Total Am’t.

4,037 00,

5,709 84

4,301 04

1,587 45

21,075 00
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DAM No. 2.

Located at Cowpens’ old Mill.

Amount Total Am’t.

Excavation of lock pit,
2,000 Perches masonry in lock walls, at §3,
75 Barrels hydraulic cement at $3 50,
160 Iron bars with links laid in wall at $1,
Gates as per estimate,
DAM.
14,458 Lineal feet round timber forties at 4c.,
21,000 Lineal feet hewed timber for string pie-
ces, at 8 cts.,
90,000 Feet B. M. 3 inch plank on lower slope,
at $15;
28,5600 Feet B. M. 2 inch plank on upper slope,
at $14,
12,000 Feet B. M. 2 inch plank for centre dam,
at $15,
9,922 Perches stone crib filling, at $1
One abutment,
Excavetion of abutment pit,

100 060

6,000
262
160
853 50

[#3]
-1
oo
[+
W

1,820

1,350,
399
189

9,922

437 84
e

DAM No. 3.—LOCK No. 4.,

At Thoms Mill.

The items and the cost of this dam and
lock will be about the same as dam No..
2, and lock No. 3,

Walls & races for mills at various points,

Add ten per cent for contingencies,

Total,

92,238 16

7,376, 00

14,862 16

22,238 16
5,000 00
$183,303 08
18,330 30

$201,633 38

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Chigf Engineer. »
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ENGINEER’S REPORT, NO. 2.

e A e AP A A,

Excixeer’s Orricz, Keoxvuk, lowa,
Nov. 20, 1848. g
To the Board of Public Works:

After receiving your directions to prepare a portion of the
work on the Des Moines river for contract, I proceeded with
Ty assistants and located that portion below Farmington, a dis-
tance by our first measurement of 32 miles. Following the
‘course of description pursued in my report of 20th March last,
beginning at the mouth of Nassau Slough, and running up the
stream, I will proceed to describe the character of the work as
located, contracted, and now in rapid progress.

The drift must be removed from the Nassau Slough, and pre-
parations have been made to this effect. After this is done we
have navigation to Moit’s Ferry, a distance from the Mississip-
pi of near two miles.

Here commences the side cut suggested in my former report
which extends from Mott’s Ferry up to St. Francisville, a dis-
tance by the canal of ten miles. The corresponding distance on
the river line, we made iwelve, so that we save by the canal,
two miles. The cobject of this side cut as I suggested before, is
to avoid the sandy, crooked channel of the river, and low banks,
which on this section preclude the idea of a system of dams and
locks.,

At Mott’s Ferry we have a rock foundation to build our first
lock on. It will have a Lit of 22 feet. The capacity is that
adopted by the Board for all the work being 44 feet by 175in
the chamber. 'The rock at this point, also affords a safe and
convenient location for the application of the water power, ac-
cumulated by the canal. There will be 22 feet fall—enough
for overshot water wheels. By an increasc of 10 feet in the

-3
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height of the bank for five miles ,ten feet moré head can be
added to this—this can be made if found expedient; at any time
hereafter, and by this means the fall at this point. will be 32 feet.
The fall is such as to admit wheels that cannot be checked by
high back water, as the Mississippi and Des Moines seldom
rise over nine feet and never over fifteen at this point. Anim-
mense water power will thus be accumulated, at a point conven-
ient for all kinds of manufactories, and it can be soappliedas to
" continue a constant power. The value of this power to the State
will be much enhanced by the safe rock foundation te build up-
on, and the convenience of market afforded by its immediate con-
nection with the Mississippi river. No rock could be found on
any branch of the Des Moines, below this point—on the contra-
ry the Des Moines below, divides into several branches, which
run through sandy bottoms, occasionally overflown. At low
stages of the river, these branches prove very shallow, except
the Nasscu Slough, which is narrow, and deep. The first lock
is also located so as to accommodate all these lower branches.—
At low water the Nassau Slough is the only one which affords
sufficient depth, and it is therefore the only channel, upon which
much effort should be made to improve. This lock is also loca-
ted so as to admit a continuation of the canal down to the Mis-
sissippi, if the channel of the Slough should hereafier fill up;
and by this continuation a terminus can be made at the Missis-
sippi. The objection to such a continuation, is the expense of
‘getting a good foundation for a lock at the Mississippi, and the
additional expense of two more miles of canal. Iftherefore the
Blough should become useless for navigation, it will be after the
resources from the tolls arising from the improvement, will fur-
nish means to construct an adequate remedy.

Rising by a lift of 22 feet at this lower lock, the canal leaves
the river and meanders 'round the side of the bluff only requir-
ing for the first mile one embankment on the lower side. Thence
it crosses a wide level prairie with two embankments coming to
the river again at the “big yellow banks”—(a bluff or head
land that has been washed bare, and precipitous, and rising over
100 feet above the level of the canal.) We pass this bluff by an
embankment in the river, with slopes of two to one, and pro-

L4
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tecled with ¢ Rip rap” stone wall on the outer slope; Again,
leaving the river, the canal meanders ’round the foot of the bluff
requiring but one einbankment on the lower side. The second
* lack of ten feet lift was at first located on section eight, but as the
work progressed, many reasons induced me to adopt a point on
section five near the mouth of Sugar Creck. The heavy rains
this season caused such sudden and extensive floods of water in
Sugar Creek, as to incrcase my former doubts as to the safety of
a wier to pass this stream over the canal. By carrying the head
of water down to its present location; I am enabled to change the
channel of Sugar Creek so as to'carry it under anaqueduct,
which will be located, above the lock. This will be much safer
than the wier first proposed. The only danger is the effect of
drift, which will be guarded as much as possible.

The deep cutting on seection six, and some appearance of
quicksand inthe bottom of the canal on this section, had some
influence in prducing this change. As the change was made
subsequent to the contract it invelves the adjustment of the
rights of contractors, which adjustment is provided for in the
terms of the contract, and will be carefully and equitably deter-
mined in view of the rights of the contractors and the State.

The canal pésses the “Little Yellow Banks” by a heavy em-
bankment similar to that on sec¢tion 4,—the Big Yellow banks
before alluded to.

A guard lock is to be erected on section eleven near the up-
per end of the canal to shut out all extraordinary high freshets
{rom the canal, and by this means guard against breaches. Such
freshets will otily oeeur in’ periods eof several years, and will
on such occasions delay navigation, but two or three days.

The minimum width of the canal is 50 feet on the bottom,
with slopes of two to one. In many placesthe canal is 100 feet
wide, It is designed to have five feet depth of water, and will
therefore ,be at the narrowest place 70 feet wide on the water
line.

The canal connects with the pool of the dam at St. Francis-
ville. This dam is located onrock which extends from the Mis-
souri shore, about hall' way across the river, when it gradually

sinks below our soundings. The greatest possible care will be
50
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taken to secure the north end of this dam, which is necessarily
Yocated on sandy foundation. A pile engine is calculated to be
in readiness for driving piles by the 1st of January; and I de-
sign to protect the abutment and shore with clusters of piles,
filled inwith masses of stone, and brush. The dam after all
our precautions, will be likely to settle at the first or second
freshet, especially near the connecting point of the rock and
sandy foundation. It will thus get a deeper foundation, and by
building up, it will become much more secure after it has so
settled to a lower level. The like security could be obtained by
excavating a bed for the dam, and filing it in the first place with
brush and stone ; but this would be much more expensive than
to build up-the dam after it has underwashed and settled, and
probably cost more thanthe expense of repairing a breach.

In my survey of the river, mile trees were marked, according
to the meanders then taken along the river. The construction of
the side cut reduces the distance very near two miles ; so that by
changing the marked trees, deducting iwo- miles frem the fig-
ures, will give distances by the line of improvement sufficiently
accurate.  'With this correction ithe second dam is located at
Cowpen’s old mill, nineteen miles and thirty-one chains from the -
Mississippi. The lift of the lock at this dam-will be 10.83
feet, and the dam fourteen feet high. The third dam will be at
“Thomas’s Mill,” twenty-five miles and seventy-three chains
from the Mississippi. This dam will be fourteen feet high and
the lift of the lock will be 10.32 feet.

This dam carries us through the work contracts on the first of
June. All the contractors are now on the work, and progress-
ing with great vigor.

In my former report I spoke of the stone as bemg hard, and
expensive to cut. On opening the quarries, I am happy to find
occasion to correct this statement. Several quarries of excel-
lent sand stone have been found, which furnish superior build-
ing stone, very easy to work, This is especially the character
of the quarries at “Thomas’s Mill,” and at “Cowpen’s old Mill,””
and from the success in these quarries, I am satisfied that the
best of stone will be obtained; at least as far up as Ottumwa,
which is all the line I have yet examined. Such is the beauty
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and ease of working some-of these sand stone, that I apprehend
they may yet become an important item in the commerce of the
river. The stone is so easily prepared for range work that
contractors will generally adopt that character of masonry for
their own convenience.

Should the quarries furnish stone equal to. present appearan-
ces, with your approval, I shall dispense with the iron bars,
which I recommended in my former report, and also the plas-
tering of the face with hydraulic cement, laying the face stone
in hydraulic. cement as contemplated by the specifications, and
pointed with the best of mortar, will, as I believe, answer every
purpose, and secure work of superior quality. In connection
with this developement of stone, it is proper to state, also, that
a large quentity of limestone suitable - for manufacturing hy-
draulic cement has been discevered in the neighborhood of Soap
creek, seventy miles from the Mississippi,.and in the immedi-
ate vicinity of the Des Moines. Mr. Richard Cave, an enter-
prising -citizen of Iowa, has. commenced the. manufacture, and
furnished me with various specimens, which are exposed to the
influence of frosts for.the purpose of testing the quality of the
cement. Should it prove to be of a good quality (and we have
reason to anticipate. success,) it will no doubt be of -great value
to the State, and reduce very much my estimate of the cost of
this item..

By a comparison of the contract prices, with my former esti-
mates submitted with my report No. 1, I find some variance in
items, but a close agreement in the aggregate. The lock. gates,
iron, and work below low water is not contracted, and can only
be matters of estimate. From the proposals which have been
made on these items, I am inclined to believe they will fall short
of the estimate, and thus reduce the probable cost of the work
below my former estimate.. .

The substitution of an aqueduct, instead of a weir at Sugar
creek may add a little to the cost of the lower line.

" From the contracts, and from my fermer estimates, of iron and
other work notcontracted, including the aqueduct on Sugar creek,
I consider it safe to calculate the whole cost of the first letting,
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and all other work applicable to the improvement below Farm-
ington at $213,357 B87.

With a view to the sécond letting I furnished the Board with
a list of dams and locks necessary to carry the navigation up to
Ottumwa. The locations may be designated as follows:

Dam No. 4, near Farmington, 31.24 miles from lower end of
the improvement, 15 feet high, 11.5 feet lift.

Dam No, 5—Bonaparte, 36 miles, 11 feet high, 7.47 feet lift.

Dam No. 6—Bentonsport, 39.55 miles, 15 feet high, 12,29
feet lift.

Dam No. 7—Keosauqua, 48 miles, 15 feet high, 11.76 feet
lift. .

Dam No. 8—Powel’s, 56.25 miles, 14 feet high, 11.02 feet
lift,

Dam No. 9--Portland, 63.40 miles, 15.5 feet high, 12,55 feet
lift, '

Dam No., 10—Jordon, 71.40 miles, 15.5 feet high, 12,43 feet
lift.

Dam No. 11—Kalesback, 79 miles, 10.5 feet high, 7.47 fect
lift.

Dam No. 12—Rowlands, 83 miles, 10 fect high, G.87 feet
Iift.

Dam No. 18--Sugar Creck, 87.20 miles, 10.5 foet high, 7.48
feet lift.

The pool of the last dam, raises the water three feet at the
head of the ripple at Ottumwa, 91 miles fyom the Mississippi
river, »

Without going minutely into the detail of each item of each
dam, I have compared the contract prices with my estimated
quantities of material ; and by this means I estimate the cost em-
braced in the second letting, at $264,000. Adding my estimate
of cost under contracts from the Mississippi to Farmington,
($218,337 37) and we have the total cost from the Mississippi
to Ottumwa $477,357 38.

These dams vary in height to suit the banks and other pecu-
liarities of the river. No considerable amount of lands will be
overflown at any point. The beds of small streams will have
standing water in them, but this will only be a convenience to
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adjacent farms, by furnishing water at all times, in different fields,
for various purposes. ‘

Much anxiety has been expressed’that locations should be ad-
J‘usted to suit towns, mills, and other artificial construetions. ~ As
far as possible I have considered these with other motives ; but
they must be secondary. The Des Moinesimprovement, if con-
structed according to present designs, must stand the test of ages.
The masses of material are imperishable rock. - Repdirs will no
doubt be required. T uman reason is not capable of contriving
any thing that will resist all the ravages of time.  But durability,
economy and strength have been the first and leading considera-
tions in making plans and locations. Rock foundations have been
secured for every lock, and in all instances, either all ora partof
each dam is founded on rock. The least possible number of
Jocks, bridges, side cuts, and other obstacles, calculated to cause
delays, have been projected. There are great advantages which
will result from speedy, cerfuin and cheap transportation on this
improvement. No local interest should be the cause of any prej-
udice to such considerations. No country can produce more ag-
ricultural wealth than that within sixty miles, on either side of
this river. This is no exaggeration. Every acre, both of the
bottom and up land, is similar in appearance and fertility to the
rich bottoms so much admired in Ohio, New York and Pennsyl-
vania. Timber, coal, stone, plaster paris, earthenware and other
articles at present unthought of, but incident to the valley, will
be transmitted through this channel. The water power accu-
mulated at each dam can be, and should be afforded low, for the
purpose of attracting to the country all kinds of manufactories.
No country can afford greater, and I doubt whether any can af-
ford like advantages to manufactories. The cheap productions,
the soil, the climate, the connection with the Mississippi, and
through it to the wool, cotton, and in fact to all other countries,
combined with the permanent, cheap and immense power for
moving machinery, create an accumulation of advantages which
must soon be observed and occupied by those engaged in vari-
ous kinds of manufacture. The productof every species of me-
chanical skill will be added tothe articles of the commerce of the
Des Moines improvement.
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In addition to these resources, which must grow outof the im-
mediate vicinity of this w ork, there is a more extended view of
the matter, which I alluded to in my former report, and will now,
more definitely refer to. This is the first improvement design-
ed to draw in the resources of the country west of the Missis-
sippi, and though we ought not in advance to boast an example,
we certainly ought to avoid a discouragement to similar enter-
prize. There are several rivers, west of the Mississippi, long-
er than the Des Moines, which at first sight would appear to
command the undivided commerce of all their branches. Such is
the appearance on the map of the Missouri, and its upper tribu-
taries. But the sandy bed, and varying channel of the Missouri,
is a great obstacle to navigation, and of any fixed or permanent
improvement. Such-is the hazard and uncertainty of its naviga-
tion, that in some instances, goods are brought up the Mississip-
pi as far as Hannibal, and hauled across the ceuntry in wagons,
to the vicinity of St. Joseph on the Missouri, a point more-than
one hundred and fifty miles west of Hannibal. If then trade ean
take this course, from Hannibal to the Missouri at St. Joseph,
how much more likely to go from the head of this improvement,
a much less distance to Council Blufs ; a point much further up
the Missouri. When the Des Moines improvement is conplet-
ed, and paid for, the only object of tolls will be to improve and
repair the work, Supposing however we adopt the same rate
of tolls that are now charged on the Ohio canals, the toll and
transportation from the Mississippi to the Forks on the Des
Moines, would not exceed twenty cents per hundred. To en-
courage ‘‘ through” freight tolls should be reduced on freight: go-
ing west of the upper extremity of the work, and by this reduc-
tion the transportation per hundred from the Mississippi to-the
Forks, will be as low as fifteen cents.

Let us then compare the probable cost of transportation from
St. Louis to Council Bluffs on the two routes,—the Missouri and

the Des Moines :
Freight of 100 pounds from St. Louis to St. Joseph on the Mis-

souri river, as quoted in the newspapers of St. Louis, $1 50
From St. Joseph up the Missouri to Council Bluffs say 50

$2 00
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Freight of 100 pounds from St. Louis to Keokuk on the
Mississippi river, as quoted in the newspapers in St.

Louis, 12
Add freight on the Des Moines improvement from Keo-
kuk to the Forks of the Des Moines 15

Add freight by wagons over land from the Forks to Coun-
cil Bluff 120 miles at the same rate now paid from Ke-

okuk to Eddyville 7 1-2 cents per mile, &0
$1 07

Saving on the freight of 100 pounds by taking the Des
Moines route, $0 92

Or 46 1-4 ‘per cent better than the Missouri route.

Make a similar estimate of the downward freight from Coun-
¢il Bluffs to St. Louis, and the result will be similar and in fa-
vor of this route. There is also time and insurance, decidedly
in favor of the Des MAloines river route; so that taking all
things into consideration the matter is mathematically certzin
{except in times of high water in the Missouri,) the trade of
Council Bluffs will incline to follow down this improvement.—
By extending this improvement up the Racoon river, as far as
possible, and adopting a rail plank road, or other means to cheap-
en the transit across from the Forks to Council Bluffs, the dif-
ference will be morein favor of this route, and must secure the
trade of that point. '

But it is not this point alone that is reached. We enter the
great valley of the Nebreska, and all the upper branches of the
Missouri; and offer to the commerce of these valleys, the
cheapest and most expeditious route for their products. A coun-
try of a thousand miles extent capable of furnishing vast and
unknown agricultural and mineral products, may by wise and
discreet energy, in the prosecution of this work, become tribu-
tary to the improvement now in progress on the Des Moines.

High water in the Missouri will carry off the trade in that
channel and reverse this calculation. But the Missouri is gen—
erlly low, and prices of freight are generally stated high. Take
. general rules, and apply the data as you please and you will ar-
rive at this result. The Des Moines improvement has every
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reason to coittend for the travel and trade of the far west,

No other river can compete with the Des Moines in suscepti-
bility of permanant improvement in this region, and in compe-
tition with this design. Neither can a railroad injure our pros-
pects. Transportalion on water, where large cuafts, such as
flat boats, keel boats, and steam boats, can easily float ; will al-
ways be much cheaper than on rail roads. The heavy products
of a county, such as the sgricultural and mineral, will always
pursue the channels of rivers when large boats can navigate
them ; and such is the character of the Pes Moines improve-
ment that flat boats, and even rafts may pass down.

This improvement will cost much less than a railroad.

Ninety-one miles of the workis contracted, and we cannot be
much mistaken in the amount this will cost. I have before sta-
ted that under these contracts to Ottumwa, I estimate the cost at
#%477,357 37 for the whole distance, ninety-one miles.

This is equal to $5,245 per mile. No competent Engineer
would estimate the cost of ‘a permanent railroad and fixtures st
less than $12,000 per mile. So we have constructed for steam
boat navigation for less thon half the cost per mile of a good
railroad. .

I would not discourage the progress of railroads. On the
contrary I regard them of equal if not greater importance than
canals. They will carry travel and light transportation, even in
compelition with the best of steam boat navigation. They are
especially applicable to a populous country on great lines of
thoroughfare. But most of the heavy agricultural and mineral
products, will float down the channel of our rivers when rail-
roads have intersected them with athousand lines. Withont the
least doubt, and with increased confidence, I thersfore again
respecifully recommend to the board, that they continue their
undivided energies in the prosecution of this work, on the plan
adopted, and now in full progress.

If means can be provided, the first contracts can be comple-
ted in {wo years. The low price and abundance of produce
and labor, render this period of time the most favorable for
_ pushing forward the work. Notwithstanding the second letting
was made on time, the work is contracted low, and the assist-
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ance of the board to procure prompt payment would secure an
earlier and better execution of the contracts. Economy, and the
prosperty of the country, recommend the early completion of
the work to the extent of the means. The survey of the work
above Ottumwa, is already commenced. I shall report progress
during tlre winter. 1f the river freezes over, soas to admit of
working on the ice, I hope to reach the forks of the Des Moines
by the middle of January.
Respectfully submitted,
SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer.

[D]
SECRETARY’S OFFICE, IOWA,,
Towa Crry, December 4, 1848. ¢
To the General Assembly of the State of Iowa : _

In pursuance with the 2d section of the 121st chapter of the
laws of Iowa, of 1846-47, T have the honor to report the items
of expenditures, made out of the Secretary’s contingent fund,
for the years 1847-48. \ ‘

Cash paid for Stationery.

November 30, 1847, per bill on file, No. 1, $2 00
August 30, “ « « c 2, 21 00
December 20, « « « “ 3, 5 65
February 17, 1848, « “ « 4, 100
3 30, [T S 14 « 13 57 9 75
%39 40
Cush paid for Fuel.
February 14, 1847, per bill on:file, No. 6, %12 00
“ 19, « ‘@ « “ 7, 10 50
£22 50
Cash paid for Postage.

March 5, 1847, per bill on file, No. 8, $4 00
June, “ « “ w 9, 4 20
October, s « “ “ 10, _ 9 44

51
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December, 1847, per bill on file No. 11,
May, 1848, « “ “« 12,
August 5, « “ooow « 13,
October 1, ¢« “ ¢ « 14,
Dec. 4’ 13 13 « 43 ]5,

Cash poid for Printing and Binding.
-June, 1848, per bill on file, No. 16,
November, 1847, per bill on file, No. 17,

Furniture ele. for Office.
Carpet, candles and sundries per bill No. 18,
Writing desk, per bill No. 19,
‘Cutting wood and work in office, No. 20, 21, 22,
Making up carpet, per bill No. 23,
Fixing seal press per bill No. 24,
" Freight on stationery as per bill No, 25,

’
Clerk hire and assistance in ‘Office.

Paid for examining and certifying printers bill and

job laws of 1846-47, per bill No. 26,
For comparing copy laws of 184647, per bill No. 27,
For « « «. 184748, « « 27,
For canvassing poll books of the presidsntial elec-

tio of 1848, two days, per bill No. 28,

Road Expenses.

December, 1847, Going to Buglington for station-
ery per bill on file, No. 29,

March 1848, going to Burlington for statlonery per
- bill on file, No. 30,

Expenses in furnishing the counties of Buchanan,
Benton, Dallas and Poweshiek with revised stat-

° ates, and seals for the district court. See laws
1846-47, chapter 13, section 4, and resolutions of

%4 00

5 00
3 00

400

$16 00

$11 75

14 00
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1847-48, Nos. 6,8, 13, per bill on file, No. 31, 27 00

. $52 75
Cash paid for delivering school laws to the connties
of Polk, Monroe, Dallas, Mahaska and Jasper per
bill on file, No. 32, $10 00
Also, for the counties of Scott, Jones, Clinton, Jack-
son ClaytonsDubuque, and Delaware, per bill on

file, No. 33, *10 00
* Sec laws 1846-47, chapter 99, section 45, $20 00
Total expenses, ' $302" 99.
Amount of apropriation, 300 00
Amount due me, . %2 99.

All'of which, is respectfull submitted, .
ELISHA CUTLER, JR,
Secretary of State..

- [E]

SECRETARY’S OFFICE; IOWA,.
Iowa City, November 1, 1848,

To the General Assembly of the State of Towa :

In pursuance of ‘““an act to provide for criminal returns,” ap-
proved February 24, 1847, I have the honor to report to you, an
abstract of said returns, far the year 1848, embracing all the’
counties from which returns have been received at this office,
up to this date.

By said abstract, it wil be perceived that but few of the clerks
of the district courts have complied with the requirements of the
law, as to the time of making said returns.; and it will be furth-
er perceived that the returns received, are many of them very
imperfect, complying but partially with the object of the law.
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These defects in the practical operations of the law, will prob-
ably continue until the same is amended, as suggested in my re-
-port of the last year. .

All of which, is respectfully submitted,
ELISHA CUTLER, Jr.,
Secretary of State.

PREAMBLE AND JOINT RESOLUTION.
Preamble and joint resolution relative to the Territories belong-
ing tothe United States.

Whereas, the General Assembly of the State of Iowa recog-
nize in Congress the exclusive right of legislation over all Ter-
ritories now belonging to, or hereafter to be acquired by the
General Government; and whereas, the said General Assembly
fully accord to each State respectively a complete sovereignty in
the regulation of its own institutions, as recognized by the Con-
stitution of the United States. '

And whereas, it is also the sense of this General Assembly
that the institution of slavery cannot legitimately exist within
any territory belonging to the United States (unless recognized
by the law regulating such territory at the time of its cessionto
the United States)except by the sanction of positive law.

And whereas, the subject herein referred to is likely to be-
come one upon which Congress may feel required toact : There-
fore, '

Resolved, That whenever Congress shall be required to act

. upon the question of slavery in any of the territories now free
and belonging to the United States, our Senators be instructed
and our Representatives requested, to exert their influence in
favor of a law prohibiting the introduction of the institution of
slavery within any such territory.



RULES OF THE SENATEL,

OF THE STATE OF IOWA.

ADOPTED AT ITS SECOND REGULAR SESSION, COMMENCED
ON THE FOURTH DECEMBER, 1843.

ORDER OF DAILY BUSINESS.

After the Journal is read the following order shall govern:
1st—Petitions and memorials to be offered. '
2d—Resolutions.

3rd—Reports of committees.

4th—Communications on the President’s table.

5th—Reporls in possession of the Senate, which offer
grounds for a bill.

6th—Bills or other matters before the Senate and unfin-
ished the preceding day.

7th—The above business being dispatched, the general file

of bills and other papers will then be taken up, agreeably
to their introduction into the Senate.

STANDING RULES.

1. The Senate shall choose by viva voce, one of their own
number to occupy the chair. He shall be styled President, and
shall hold his office during the sessiocn of the Senate at which
he was elected. He shall take the Chair at the hour to which
the Senate is adjourned, and call the members to order; and, if
a quorum be present, he shall direct the journal of the preceding
day to be read, and mistakes if any, corrected. He shall pre-
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serve order-and decorum, and decide all questions of order; sub-
ject to an appeal to the Senate. In committee of the whole, he

shall call some member to the chair ; he shall have a right to name.

any member to perfomthe duties of the chair,but such substitu-
tion shall not extend beyond an adjournment. He shall, unless
otherwise directed by the Senate, appoint all committees. He
shall vote on a eall of the yeas and nays. Inthe absence of the
President, the Senate may appoint a President pro tem.,, ta oc-
cupy the chair during such absence,

2. Any member may have a call of the Senate, and absent
members sext for. If, upon such eall, absent members cannot
bé found in a reasonable time, then such call shall be suspended
on motion of any member of the Senate.

3. All questions (except on'motion) shall be put in this form:

“You who are of epinion (as the case may be) say aye; those:

of acontrary opinion, say no;” and, in all cases, any member
. may call for a divisien, and apy two members for the yeas and
nays, which shall be recorded by the Secretary.

4, When a motion has'been made and seconded, it shall :be
stated by the member making the same, or read by the Secretary

previous to debate. If any member shall make a motion (ex~.

cept to adjourn, postpone, or commit) he shall rduce the same to
writing upon the request of the President or any member of
the Senate. Any motion may be withdrawn by consent of the
Senate before final decision on the same.

5. Every member present, when a question is put, shall

vote, unless he shzll, for special cause, be excused by vote eof

the Senate.

6. A motion to adjourn shall alway>s be in order, and be de--

cided without debate.

7. When a member is about to speak, he shall rise in his.
place and address himself to the President; the President shall
address the member entitled to the floor by name; and when a
member is speaking, no person shall pass between him and the
President’s chair, ror shall he be interrupted when speaking,
except by a call to order by the President, or by a member
through the President. Nomember shall speak more than twice
on any question without leave of the Senate.
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‘8. When a question is under debate, no motion sliall be re-
‘ceived but to adjourn, to lie on the table, to pestponeindefinite-
1y, to postpone to a day certain, to amend, or to take the previous
‘question; which several motions shall have precedence in the
order they stand arranged. )

9. 'The previous question shall be putinthese words : ‘¢ Shall
the main question be now put?’” and it shall be admitted on the
demand of four members rising in their places for that purpose,
‘and-until decided, shall preclude all amendments under depate
of the main question.

10. Any member may call for a division of the question,
when the same will admit thereof.

11. No committee shall absent themselves from the Senate
‘Chamber by reason of their appointment, during the sitling of
the Senate, without special leave.

12,  Every bill shall be introduced onthe report of a commit-
tee, or by motion for leave, on giving at least one day’s previous
“notice.

13. Ewvery bill shall receive three several readings previous
to its passage, but no Lill shall have its second and third readings
on the same day, without a suspension of this rule.

14. The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and if
objections be made to it, the guestion shall be ¢ shall the bill be
rejected P If no objection be made, or the question to reject be
lost, the bill shall go to its second reading without further ques-
tion. :

15. Upon the second reading of a bill or resolution, the Fres-
ident shall state it as ready for commitmentor engrossment; and
if committed, then the question shall be whether to a select or
standing commitice, or a committee of the whole. If toa com-
mittee of the whole, the Senate shall determine on what day.—
But if the bill be ordered to be engrossed, the Senate shell ap-
point the day when it shall be read the third time. No bill or
resolution thal requires three readings shall be -committed or
amended until it shall have been twice read.

16. When a question is lost on engrossing a bill for a third
reading on a particular day, it shall not preclude o question to
engross it for a third reading on a different day. On the third
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reading of a bill or resolution, no amendment (except to fil}
blanks) shall be.received, except by unanimous consent of the
members present.

17. When a bill or resolution is engrossed, the President
shall, at the time previously appointed by the Senate, announce
the same as ready for a third reading, without a question.

18. A bill or resolution may be committed at any time pre-
vious to its passage ; if any amendment be reported upon com-
mitrgent, by any other than a committee of the whole, the bill or
resolution may be again considered in committee of the whole,
the question for its engrossment and third reading shall again be
put.

19. In filling blanks, the largest sum and lomgest time shall
be first put.

20, When the Senate is equally divided on a question, the
same shall be lost.

21. 'When a motion or question has been once made and
carried in the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any
member of the majority to move for the re-consideration thereof,
on the same or succeeding day.

22.  All acts, addresses and resolutions shall be signed by the
President, and all writs, warrants and subpeenas issued by order
of the Senate, shall be under his hand and seal, attested by the
Secretary.

23. Petitions, memorials, and other papers, addressed to the
Senate, shall be presénted by any member in his place; a brief
statement of the contents thereof, shall be made verbally by the
member introducing the same, and shall not be debated or deci-
ded on the day of their being first read, unless the Senate shall
direct otherwise, but shall lie on the table (to be taken up in the
order they were read) or be referred on motion to a committee.

24, Before a bill shall have passed the Senate, it shall be the
duty of the Secretary to have the same engrossed, after which
it shall be examined by a standing committee for that purpose,
who shall carefully compare the original with the engrossed bill,
and, correcting any errors that may be discovered in the engross-
ed bill, shall make their report forthwith to the Senate.

25. A Secretary and Assistant Secretary shall be appointed,
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to hold their places during the pleasure of the Senate, they shall
take an oath for the true and f{aithful discharge of their duties in
their respective offices. The Secretary shall keep a correct
journal of the daily proceedings, and perform such other duties
as shall appertain to his office.  He shall let no journals, records,
accounts or papers be taken from the table or out of his custody,
other than by the regular mode of business of the Senate, and if
any papers in his charge.shall be missing, he shall make report
to the President.

26. A Sergeant-at-Arms, Messenger and Fireman shall be
appointed, to hold their offices during the pleasure of the Senate.
1t shall be their duty to attend the Senate during its sittings, and
to execute the commands of the President and Senate ; they shall
take an oath truly and faithfully to discharge their respective du-
ties in office.

- 27. 'When a message shall be sent from the Governor to the
Senate, it shall be communicated to the chair by the person by
whom it is sent.

28. No person shall be elected to any office created by these
rules, unless he shall receive a 1naJor1ty of the whole number
of votes given,

29. When nominations shall be made in writing by the Gov-
ernor, a future day shall be assigned, unless the Senate unani-
mously direct otherwise, for taking them into consideration.

30. It shall be the duty of members and officers, when in
secret session to keep all informatain or remarks touching or
concerning the character or qualifications of any person ncmi-
nated by the Governor to office, inviolably secret; also the pro-
ceedings and business of the Senate when in Lxecutive session.

31. Before acting on confidential or Executive business, re-
quiring secresy, the Senate shall be cleared, by direction of the
President, of all persons except the Secretary and Sergeant-at
-Arms.

32. The proceedings of the Senate, when they shall act in .
their Executive capacity, shall be kept in separate and distincf
books ; and no partof the Executive journal shall be published
but by special order.

' 52
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33. The presidentis authorized and required to :administey
all oaths prescribed by these rules.

34. Everyresolutionread by the Secretary, by direction of a
‘member, shall be considered to be before the Senate ; and the
question to adopt or reject may.be immediately put on suchmo-
tion, or on motion of a member, the same may be laid on the table.

35. No standing rule or order of the Senate shall be re-
scinded or suspended, except by a vote of three fourths of the
‘members present.

36. Al bills brought into the Senate by any member or com-
mittee, shall be endorsed with the name of the member-or com-
mittee brmgmg in the same.

‘87. "When any member shall be called to order he shall sit
down until the President determines whether he is in order or
not; and every question of order shall be decided by the Pres-
ident, subject to an appeal to the Senate by any two members;
and, if a member be called to order for ‘words spoken, the ex-
ceptionable words-shall be immediately taken down in wriling,
that the President and Senate may be better able to judge of the
matter.

38. No member shall vote on any -question in the event of
which he is immediately or particularly interested, nor in any
case where he was not present when the question was put.

39. The following officers and persons, present atany time
duriug the sitting of the Senate, shall be entitied to a seat with-
in the bar: The Governor, Secretary, Judges of the Supreme
Court, members of Congress, members of the House of Repre-
sentatives, members of the State Legislatures, Editors wishing to
take down the debates, and 'such others as the Senate may direct.

40. The rules of parliamentary practice, comprised in Jef-
ferson’s Manuel, shall govern in all cases to which they are ap-
plicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the Stand-
ing Rules and Orders of the Senate, and Joint Rules of the Sen-

" ateand House of Representatives.

i

i
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JOINT RULES.

1. In every case of an amendment of a bill, agreed to in one
House and dissented from in the other, if either House shall re-.
quest a conference, and appoint a committee for that purpose, and
the other House shall also appoint a committee to confer, such
commijttee shall at a convenient hour, to be agreed on by their
chairman, meet and state to each other, verbally or in writing, as
either shall choose, the reasons of their respective Houses for
and against the amendment, and confer freely thereon.

2. When a message shall be sent from the Senate to the
House of Representatives, it shall be announeed at the door of
the House by.the door-keeper, and shall be respectfully commu-
nicated to the Chair by the person with. whom it may be sent.

3. The same ceremony shall be observed when a message
shall be sent from the House of Representatives to the Senate.

4. All messages from one House to the other, shall be sent -
by the Secretary of the Senate, Clerk of the House, or their re- .
spective assistants. ;

5. After a bill shall have passed both Houses, it shall be du-
ly enrolled by the Secretary or Clerk of the House in which it
originated, before it shall be presented to the Governor.

6. When bills are enrolled, they shall be examined by a joint
committee of two from the Senate and two from: the House of
Representatives, appointed as a Standing Committee for that pur-
pose, who shall carefully compare the enrollment with the en-
grossed bills, as passed in the two Houses, and, correcting ahy
errors that may be discovered in the enrolled bills, make their
report forthwith to the -House in which the bill originated.

7. After examination and report, each.bill shall be signed in
the respective Houses ; first by the Speaker of the Hoyse-—then
by the President of the Senate.

8. After a bill shall have been thus signed in each House, it
shall be presented by the said committee to the Governor for his
approbation, it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, certi-
fying in which House the same originated, which endorsement
shall be signed by the Secretary of the House in which the same
did originate, and shall be entered on the journal of each House;
the said committee shall report the day of preseatation to the
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Governor, which shall also be entered on the journal of each
House. ‘ ’

9. All orders, resolutions and voles which are to be present-
ed to the Governor for his approbation, shall also, in the same
manner, be previously enrolled, examined and signed, and shall
be presented in the same manner, and by the same committee, as
provided in cases of bills. .

10. 'When a bill or resolution which shall have been passed
in one House, is rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be giv-
en to the House in which the same may have passed.

11. Whena bill or resolution which has been passed in one
House, is rejected in the other, it shall not be brought in during
the same session without notice of five days, dnd leave of two-
thirds of the House in which it shall be renewed.

12. Each House shall transmitto the other all papers on
which any bill or resolution may be founded.

18. After each House shall have adhered to their disagree-
ment, a bill or resolntion is lost.

14. When bills which may have passed one House, are or-
dered to be printed in the other, a greater number of copies shall
not be printed than may be necessary for the use of the House
making the order.

15. All messages, reports, or other documents presented to
either House, for general information, and ordered to be printed
by such House, shall, when printed, be for the use of both
Houses.

16. It shall be the duty of the Chief Clerk of the House
or the Secretary of the Senate, when any such document is or-
dered to be printed in their respective Houses, forthwith to com-
municate such order to the other, so that the saine order may not
be made in both Houses.

17. 1n all elections in joint convention of both branches of
the General Assnmbly, the names of the members of both branch-
es shall be arranged together in alphabetical order, and be called
upon to vote in the order in which they shall stand arranged.
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ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS—
of extra sesion 9, 33.
for roads therein named, 3, 9, 40, 61, 63, 64, 68, 71, 76,
78, 85, 83, 89, 97, 100, 103, 104, 106, 109, 115, 124,
130, 133,137, 140, 150, 152, 158, 161, 165, 175, 176,
178, 185, 196, 197, 203, 206, 211, 213, 217, 229, 230,
237, 241, 2b4, 260, 263, 270, 272.
ACT AND ORDINANCE—
accepting the proposition made by Con-
gress on the admission of Jowa as a
State into the Union, 63, 70, 74, 77,
178, 197, 254, 260, 263.
to repeal acts therein named, 259, 266.
AUDITOR OF STATE—
- report of submitted, 23,
. to audit and allow expenses of supreme
. . court 71,104,128, 138, 165,175, 203.
ATHERTON, ISRAEL—
to keep a ferry, 110, 115, 128, 155.
APPROPRIATION—
for Public Buildings at Yowa City, 166, 233,
253, 255. .
bill for to cover certain bridges 34.
for the fiscal years, 1846-50, 203, 206, 224,
272,
for pay of members, officers and printers, of
; the General Assembly, 251, 266, 269, 272.
ADJOURNMENT— '
relative'to, 43, 44, 45, 50,74, 79, 96, 130, 143.

L]
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APPANOOSE COUNTY—

act for the relief of 136, 138, 239, 249.
ATTORNEY GENERAL—

to ereate the office of, 185, 200, 209,

211, 216, 238, ¢
ABSENCE—
leave of granted, to Mr. Wheeler, 205.
R “ « ¢ Sanford, 204.
34 13 [T I‘ear, 80.

o « [P A]ger"l]7.
ALAMAKEF. COUNTY—
to organize, 185, 202, 206, 222, 270.
AGENT—
to pay the interest on the Iowa State stock, 103,112, 130.
for the State, 245.
ATTACHMENTS—
act regulating 110, 113,197, 213, 289.
BOUNDARY—
between Missouri and Iowa, 9, 21, 35, 69.
of first Congressional district, 53, 89, 127,
of new counties, 89, 95, 105, 113.
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS—
report of ordered to be printed,
32, 37, 38.
act to repeal the act supplemen-
talito act establishing, 32, 76.
relative to 170, 187, 208, 212,
227, 244, 254.
amendatory to the act creating,
101,106, 118,121, 132,139,
141,145, 156, 159,161,162,
163, 169, 179, 261.
BURLINGTON—
to amend the charter of 46, 49, 60, 110, 229, 236..
‘BUNKER, ROBERT—
to keep a ferry, 154, 161, 169,199, 256.
BRECKENRIDGE, WM. F.—
to make z canal, 100, 151, 153,
169, 195, 272,
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BENTON COUNTY—
to relocate the seat of justice 184, 208, 256.
CREDENTIALS— »
* committee appointed to examine, 4.
report of committee appointed to examine, 4.
COMMITTEE—
to wait on the House of Representatives, 6, 273.
standing, appointed, 7.
to wait on the Governor, 9, 271,
from House of Representatives, 9, 24.
on schools, resolution relative to, 27.
to prepare rules, 28,
to examine credentials, 4.
of the whole Senate, 28, 38, 39, 59, 65, 96, 102,
106, 112, 132, 135, 142, 162, 172, 188, 195,
209, 225, 211, 246, 267,
CAPITOL—
rooms in granted to U. 8. D. €., 62, 66, 69.
CONSTITUTION—
relative to, 172, 200.
CALL— .
of the Senate, 22, 51,72, 99, 137, 188, 248, 257, 262-
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS—
acttoincrease the power of Y107,
214.
tobuy and sellrea] estate, 33, 37.
of Jeflerson county to build a
court house, 55, H7, 50, 69,
COMMUNICATION—
from John Brophy, relative to saline
springs, 39,
from Seretary of State, 244.
_ from Register of Land Office; 76.
CLAIM—
of Jos. T. Fales.
of Charles Jewit, 144.
of J. Keister and C. Evans, 207,
of T. S. Parvin, 214.
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CLAIM—
Samuel C. Reed, 44.
J. J. Selman, 204, 253.
John Brophy, 57, 109, 113.
John Taylor, 88,199,221, 241, 254, 2€0, 262.
CARLETON HON. J. P.—
requested to furnish information, 72.
communication from, 98,
COURT—
Supreme to hold special terms, 77, 87, 1€0, 106, 109,
245, 254. .
expenses of, 145.
time of holding in Van Buren county, 1568, 162.
instructions to judiciary committee relative to, 116.
notice of sales by order of to be published, 81, &5, 110,
165, 175, 204.
times of holding, 171, 183, 256.
of city of Keokuk, 176.
supreme amending the act re-organizing, 161, 208 .
CLERX OF POLXK CO.—
requested to furnish information, 77.
CEDAR RAPIDS— *
act to incorporate, 166, 183, 229,255, 260,
263. .
CLAYTON COUNTY—
to relocate the seat of justice, 160, 172,256,

CLAIMANTS—
of real estate, act for the relief of, 28, 106, 125,

172, 199, 201.
to authenticate their claims by oath, 241.

COSTS AND FEES—

act concerning, 232, 252, 266.

in criminal cases, 231.

in Davis and Appancosc, 163, 111.
COLLEGE SQUARE— _

act donating, 114,224,
DES MOINES RIVER—

to amend the act providing for the im-
provement of, 159,



INDEX. 417

DES MOINES RIVER—
joint resolution for appropriation to im-
prove, 32, 39, 66, 62, 69.
resolution for the construction of thelaw
appropriating, 44, 50, 66, 63, 64, 69.
to provide for the navigation of, 89,
100, 113. '
act extending claims on lands of, 159,
174,
DUBUQUE—
for the improvement of the harbor at, 56, 93, 100,
110, 139.
act for the benefit of, 171,191, 220, 255, 260, 264.
DAVENPORT—
to amend the actincorporating, 104, 116, 122, 140,
DES MOINES COUNTY—
acts of commissioners legalized, 114,
116, 121, 137, 155.
commissioners to lhave a vote taken,
158, 177, 258.
DES MOINES AND RCCK RIVER RAPIDS—
in the Mississippi, resolution for the improvement of,
126, 125, 136, 147, 1€0, 183.
DEAF MUTES—
for the education of, 159, 230, 237, 270.
DIBBLE CHAUNCEY—
to keep a ferry, 176, 197, 201, 231, 243,
DISTRICT—
congressional, to divide the State into, 160.
DEER—
to prevent killing, 181.
DEEDS—
of collectors of revenue, 200, 206, 252, 264.
EDITORS—
’ admitted to seats, 6.
ELECTIONS—
act to preserve the purity of, 51, 56, 63, 68, 60,
109, 135, 149, 153, 171, 192, 208, 241, 270.

o
[95]
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ELECTIONS—
to repeal the act defining the time of ho\dmg, 79, &2,
84,104,106, 129,
to amend the act regulating, 81,152, 153, 171, 193,
230.
ELECTORAL— .
act to re-apporfion the State into districts, 113,
203, 211, 215, 236, 245, 251, 257.
EXECUTIVE SESSION—
118, 143, 160, 226.
EXPENSES—
of the arrest and detention of Allen Cameron, 158,
206, 221, 264.
ENUMERATION—
of white inhabitants, 188, 201, 205, 223.
FERRY—
at Boatman’s mill in Lee county, 44, 46, 52, 61, 72, 97
~ across Des Moines river, 57, 50, 87, 90, 103, 110, 123,
130, 155, 200.
at Cedar Rapids, 88,89.
at Lyons, in Clinton county, 170, 192, 207.
at Trader’s Point, 223. '
FORT DES MOINES—
joint resolution for a land office at, 64, 110,
140.
mayor {o act as justice of the peace, 215,
237, 239, 269.
GREEN WM.—
to improve Cedar rviver, 63, 160, 183, 90, 100,
131, 147.
GOVERNOR-—-
message from, 11.
requested to furnish information, 231.
GRIFFITH ISAAC W.—
for the relief of, 106.
GUTTENBURG---
to incorporale the town of, 180, 198, 209,
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GOWER J. H., C. W.,and R.—
to improve Cedar river, 177, 183,
192, 199, 212, 229, 254, 263.
HALF BREED---
relative to, 71, 95, 98,104, 106, 112, 114, 125,
133, 134, 140, 141, 142, 155,
HOGS—
to improve the breed of, 178, 225,
HOMESTEAD-- .
- exempt from execution, 256, 267.
IOWA RIVER-— : '
memorial for the improvement. of, 38, 47,51, 60,
62, 69..
IOWA CITY—
Manufacturing Company mill dam, to extend the
time of putting in a logk, 116, 136, 141, 175.
INCORPORATION—
general act to authorize, 241.
JOINT CONVENTION—.
for the election of U. S. Senators and
Judges, 9, 10, 21, 26,27, 29, 31, 181,
209.
for the election of State printer, 166.
JUDICIAL DISTRICTS—
to increase the number of, 23, 28, 35,
47, 49, 50,.51, 64, 72.
act to create the fifth, 13}, 137, 141.
to amend the act forming, 200, 215, 207.

*

JUDGES—
of the supreme court, election of, 26, 27.

of the supreme court, certificates of, 30, 31.
JENKS, R. R.—
to erect a toll bridge, 171, 188, 224, 255, 260, 263.
JOINT RESOLUTION--254, 256, 261, 263.
for a mail route, 63, 81, 143, 155, 161,
179, 162, 185, 206, 227, 229, 230,
2317, 255, 270.
for a mail route from Prairie du Chien,

to Fort Atkinson, 78, 85, 110.
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JOINT RESOLUTION—

for a mail route from Fort Des Moines .
to the Boon fork of the Des Moines
river, 87, 109.
{or a mail route from West Point to Sa-
lem, 106, 113.
for a mail route from Bellvue to Inde-
pendence, 272,
for a mail route from Albia to Trader’s
Point, 123. .
for a mail route from Sabula to Dubuque,
163, 179, 208.
for a grant of land, 87, 92, 101, 104,
109, 129, 158, 177, 252.
for carrying the mail, 77, 109.
for an increase of mail facilities, 103.
for an exchange of mail conveyance, 179,
200, 209, 220.
to procure pay for services in Missouri
war, 46, 47, 55, 82.
JEFFERSON COUNTY—
records of to be transeribed, 240,
JONES COUNTY—
act to authorize the Recorder to transcribe
the records of” 158, 1.77.
substitute for, 123, 155.
JUDSON, DAVID—
' for the relief of, 196, 214, 230.
KEOKUK—
act to incorporate, 32, 34, 37, 39, 46,
KING, D. M.—
to keep a ferry, 99, 112.
"LAND OFFICE—
resolution for, 71.
act for, 8D.
LAND PUBLIC—
nett proceeds of sales of, 255, 260, 263,
to provide for the selection of, 259,
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LIBRARY, STATE—
relative to, 118, 147, 175.
management of, 79, 106, 108, 110, 132, 160,
183.
LIBRARIAN—
appointment of, 168, 205, 230, 243.
LICENSE— .
regulating grocery, 106, 136, 155, 174, 230.
LOAN—
to provide for, 163, 179, 182, 198, 208,
LEE COUNTY—
to provide for the payment of jurors in, 165
178, 191, 230, 255.
additional justice of the peace in Montrose town-
ship, 184, 197.
town of West Point in, to re-locate the public
_square, 185,
LUCAS COUNTY—
act to organize, 154, 162,
MADISON AND WARREN COUNTIES---
to locate the seat of justice of, 99, 113.
MARINE HOSPITAL---
joint resolution for, 103, 113
MARION COUNTY---
to authorize the judge of probate to trans-
cribe records, 68, 72, 77, 110..
MEMBEBS AND OFFICERS'--D\’V orn, 46, 24.
MESSAGE---
from the Governor, 11.
from the House of Representatives, 10, 21, 32, 35,
38, b7, 64, 65, 46, 48,50, 51, 67,74, 81, 87,88,
97,102,103, 109, 112, 114, 122, 129, 131, 133,
136, 140, 146, 148, 152, 155, 157, 160, 163, 165,
166, 175, 181, 185, 188, 194, 196, 198, 203, 207,
211, 220, 222, 229, 238, 240, 242, 250, 252,
259, 266, 269, 271, 272,
MEMORIAL---
of William G. Woodward, 160, 170
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MEMORIAL—
of -James Sloan, 219.
for increase of maik facilities, 87, 60, 99 110, 130,
to the Legislature of Wisconsin, 199, 229, 254,
260, 263.
MILITARY POSTS---
for the establishment of, 124,150, 165, 205
230, 243, 255, 260, 263,
MILITARY ROAD---

resolution for a grant of land to construet,
209, 259, 253, 250, 263.

: Seeretary of State to obtain a platt of, 100.
McFARLAND---
to keep a ferry, 55, 105, 196.
MAQUOKETA RIVER--- :
for the improvement of, 114, 110, 130.
MONROE CITY---.
resolution relative to, 34, 45, 259.
MORRIS’ REPORTS:--22}; 222, 240.
MUSCATINE: ISLAND---
for the improvement-of, 46, 47, 55, 81..
NEWSPAPERS--- ’
furnished to members, 7
OFFICERS OF THE SENATE---.
election of, 5.
acts of legalized, 18,41, 61.
PETITION---
of citizens of Dubuque county, 8.
of John Sheller, and 50 others, 34.
of William Philips and 49 others, 36..
of John W. Clark and 54 others, 41..
of citizens of Polk county,72.
of Benton county, 82. ’
of John Wright and 15 others, 91«
of Wm. McCormick and 100 others, 91.
of citizens of Fort Madison, in Lee county, 119.
of William Green and 80 others, 124,
of Thomas Dean and others, 124,
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PETITION—
of Iowa Cily manufacturing Company, 136.-
of citizens of Jefferson and Van Buren counties, 114
of citizens of Clayton county, 144,
of citizens of the town of Pittsburg, 145,
of G. C. Montague and 160 others, 151.
of citizens of Clayton county, 160.
of Israel Lichtbarger and 150 others, 56.
of citizens of Monroe and Davis counties, 182,
of citizens of Buonaparte, in Van Buren county, 190.
of citizens of Scott county, 204.
of F.Schwabe and 20 others, 56.
of Andrew Abrams and 160 others, G2.
PITTSBURG— .
town of, to vacate a part of, 115, 175, 2053, 243, 263.
POETICAL—175.
POOR—
to repeal the act for the relief of, 108, 162, 208,
POTTAWATAMIE—
relalive to, 73, 81, 83, 86, 214.
PRACTICE—
in the district court, relative to, 101, 183,139, 141,
197, 260, 263.
PENITENTIARY —
resolution relative to, 33, 36, 37.
act relative to, 44, 57, 102, 157, 172, 211,
215, 217, 226, 232, 243.
POSTAGE—
on letters and newspapers, 6.
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE—
election of, 5.
address of, 5, 273.
" absent; 21, 22,
resolution of thanks {o, 249,
PRINTING—
relative to, 167, 201, 229,
incidental, 6.
of Journals 41, 47,
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PRINTING—
of acts and resolutions, 205, 255, 260, 203.
of laws in newspapers, 215, 253, 260, 263.
superintending of, 188, 212, 230,
RAIL ROAD—
from Dubuque to Keokuk, to accept the survey
of, 85, 57, 104. »
to provide for the making of, 168, 196, 260, 266,

272.
from Davenport to Council Bluff’s relative to, 92,
93, %4.

joint resolution in favor of Mr. Whitney’s project
of, 104, 112,
REPORT—
of “Treasurcr, 37. .
of Secretary of State, 10, 23.
of Auditor, 23,
of ordered to be printed, 23.
of Superintendent of Public Instruction, 37.
ordered to be printed, 37.
REVENUE—
for State and county purposes, 116, 176, 272.
REMONSTRANCE—
: of citizens' of Johnson county, 119,
ROYSTON, BARNEY—
seat contested, 63, 232, 271.
ROAD—
plank from Rontrose to Keokuk, 186G, 168, 171, 192,
229, 264, ;
from Delhi to Independence, 60, 87, 102.
from Cedar rapids to Marengo, 63, 87, 109, 110, 114.
from Mrs. Fessler’s to the road leading to Columbus City,
63, 67, 68, 110, 112,
from Pella to Fort Des Moines, 104, 183, 140.
from Menona to Fort Atkinson, 83, 90, €9, 112,
from Drakesville to Albia, 220, 241, 253, 260.
Trom Burlington to Fort Madisen, 114, 116, 127, 260.
from Eddyville to Bloemfield, 110, 115.
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ROAD--
from Dubugue to Bunker’s landing, 154, 168, 229, 254,
{rom Quasqueton to Mississippi river, 175, 193.
from Fairfield to Indian Boundary, 188, 201, 230.
from Fairfield to Keokuk, 212, 270,
from Oskaloosa to Montezeuma, 226, 252, 255, 264.
from Grandview to Bloomington, 227, 252, 271,
from Johnson county to Dallas county, 227, 252, 255,
260, 263. °
from Washington to Montezuma, 242, 259.
REGISTER OF THE LAND OFFICE—
to furnish information, 76.
ROBERTS, CAPT. B. S.—
sword and trophies fromn, 161.
Secretary of State to present, 161, 211,
290

thanks to, 162, 178, 197, 256,.261.
RULES— ’
adopted, 4,
committee to prepare, 28,
SEAT—
of Barney Royston contested, 8, 63, 232, 271.
Freeman Alger, 6.
government relative to, 107, 231, 232,
SENATE—
organized, 3, G.
Secretary of, elected, 5, 23.
to inform the House, 28, 166, 209,
Secretary of, thanks to, 271, ’
SECRETARY OF STATE— \
veport of, 10, 10, 23.
to furnish pens, 144.
to collect certain papers, 78, 95,
104, 108, 109, 123, 175, 203.
to record State roads, 88, 91, 104,
219.
SCOTT COUNTY—
to repeal the township organization of, 204,
252, 254, 260, 263.
54
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SCHOOLS—
act supplemental to the act providing for management
and distribution of, 243, 249, 272,
normal, 154, 182, 185, 190,
common, act establishing, 220, 225, 235, 242,
relative to, 132, 148, 157, 172, 164.
amendatory to the act establishing, 40, 110, 115, 230.
SHERIFFS—
appointment and duties of, 150, 151, 153, 169, 195.
SLAVERY—
for the restriction of, 22, 132, 138.
SETTLERS—
persons entering the improvements of, to pay, 136,
138, 143, 148.
STATE DEBT—
act to fund, 115, 134, 142.
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC IFSTRUCTION—

report of, 37.
STATE PRINTER—

election of, 153.

act establishing, 109, 113, 139.
SWINE—

to restrain, 106, 134, 141, 175.
SKUNK RIVER—

for the improvement of, 109, 113, 139.
TELLERS—

appointed, 24.
TOWNSEND, W. S.—
to keep a ferry, 32, 33, 39.
TREASURER OF STATE—

: report of, 37.
TURNER, W. H.—

employed as enrolling clerk, 101.
TERRITORY OF U. S.—
resolution relative to, 157, 187, 188.
to be spread on journal, 207.

(see appendix.)
TAX—

additional, 158, 177, 208.
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TAX—
road, 196, 214,
commissioners of Jackson county to levy, 228, 253.
U. S. SENATORS—
election of, 24, 25, 26, 27, 209, 210..
resolution concerning, 23,
certificates of, 29, 30, 210.
UNIVERSITY—
supplemental to act establishing, 242, 245, 252,
branch of at Fairfield, 185, 201, 207, 223, 228,
233, 234, 235, 256, 259, 260, 263, 264, 269,
270..
branch of at Dubuque, 225, 232,
land donated to, 254.
UNITED BRETHREN— -
relative to, 199, 213, 217.
VAN BUREN COUNTY—
to establish additional election. pre-.
cinct, 38, 42, 62,
time. of holding courts in, 169..
WEED, JAMES—

to construct a graded road, 121, 195.
.WEST POINT—
_act to re-locate a part of, 211,-230.
WAY— '
right of granted, 155, 237, 239, 269.
WAPSIPINICON RIVER—
for the improvement of, 229, 237, 270. .
WALLACE, JOSEPH AND WM. SICOR—
. for relief of, 230,
237, 239.
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