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JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 

AT THE 

SESSION 

THE 

IRST G AL AS y 

OF THE STATE OF IOWA. 

BEGUN AND HELD AT IOWA CITY, COMMENCING ON MONDAY, THIRD DAr 
OF JANUARY, A. D., 1848, AND ENDING ON THE TWENTY-FIFTH DAY Oi' 
THE SAMJi: MONTH 

SENATE CHAMBER, IOWA CITY, IOWA, ~ 

MONDAY, JANl'ARY 3, 1848. ~ 

This being the day designated by His Excellency ANSEL BRIGG"!!, 
Governor of the State of Iowa, in his Proclamation, dated December 3d, 
1847, for the convening of the First General Assembly, in extra ses-

n, as providedJ ction of the IXt Con-
ution of the Sta the hour of 12 aving 
ived, the Senate rder by the Ho adley, 
Jackson, the rol e following me nd to 
in attendance: 

From the county of Lee-JAMEs SPROTT, JACOB HUNER. 

From the county of Van Buren--JoHN M. WHITAKER, JOHN F. SAI'

FORD • 

. From the counties of Wapello and .Monro&-J AMES DAVIS. 

From the counties of .Marion, Polk, DaUas, and Jasper-THoMAS 
BAKER. 
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.1 JOURNAL OF 

From the CO'll/flty of Des .Moines-MILTON D. BROWNING, SAlWt1J:L 

Ft1LloINWIDER. ., • 

From the county of Henry-EvAN JAY. 

From the counties of Louisa and Washington-FRANCIS SPRINGEJl. 

From the counties of Keokuk and 0M,haska-R. R. HARBOt1R. 

From the counties of .Muscatine, Johnson and Iowa-THOMAS HUGHES. 

From the counties of &ott and Clinton-LoRING WHEELER. 

From the counties of Cedar, Linn and Benton-S. A. BISSELL. 

From the counties of Jackson and Jones-PHILIP B. BRADLEY. 

From the counties of D'IIlYuque, Delaware, Clayton, Fayette, Buchatum, 
and BLaCkhawk-THoMAs H. BENTON, Jr. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Thomas Hughes, of Johnson, was appointed .President, pro tem. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
John B. Russell was appointed Secretary, pro tem. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
C. C. Rockwell was appointed Assistant Secretary, pro tem. 

On motion of Mr. Bissell, 
H. H. Welsh was appointed Sergeant-at-Arms, pro lem. 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
John J. Stout was appointed Messenger, pro tem. 
Mr. Whitaker presented the credentials of John Howel, Senator 

elect from the county of Jefferson, in place of Robert Brown, resigned. 
Whereupon Mr. Howel appeared, was sworn, and took his seat. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Ordered, That the rules for the government of the Senate at its last 

sessipn, be adopted for the temporary government of the Senate, and 
until new rules are adopted. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

TUESDAY MORNING, JANUkRY 4, 1848. 

I 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Messrs. Crawford and Selman, absent on yesterday, appeared ill their 

seats this morning. 
-~ .... 

Digitized by Google 



THE SENATE. 5 

On motion of Mr. Davis, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be authorized to maie 

arrangements with the Postmaster at Iowa City, for the payment of post
age on letters and newspapers to and from the members of the Senate, 
during the present session. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, p. x. 

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr. Benton moved that the Senate now proceed to a permanent or
ganization by fhe election of its officers. 

Mr. Harbour moved that the Silnate adjourn, and the yeas and nays 
being desired, were called, and were as follow: 

YEAs-Messrs. Bissell, Crawford, Harbour, Fullinwider, Howel, 
Huner, Springer and Sprott-8. 

N A vB-Messrs. Baker, Benton, Bradley,. Browning, Davis, Jay, 
Sanford, Sebrlan, Wheeler, Whitaker, and Mr. President--ll. 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 
The question recurring on the motion of Wr. Benton; Mr. Harbour 

moved that the selection of President be made by ballot, but being over
ruled, the question was taken on the original proposition, al'.ld carried. 

Mr. Bissell nominated Thomas Hughes as a candidate for President. 
Whereupon Mr. Benton was called· to the chair, and Messrs. Brad

ley and Browning appointed tellers. 
The Senate then proceeded to the choice of a President; and upon 

calling the roll it 'appeared that Mr. Hughes had received fourteen 
votes, which being a majority of the whole Senate, he was declared 
to be duly elected its President. , 

Upon being ,conducted to the chair, by Messrs. Springer and Craw
ford, committee appointed for that purpose, the President elect returned 
thanks in an address as follows: 

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE-
In accordance with usage, and my own feelings of gratitude for the 

honor conferred upon me, by the vote just taken, I arise to thank you, 
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6- JOURNAL OF 

sincerely, for your partiality in having selected me fQr your presiding 
officer during the present session. 

Not being well ver:sed either in the rules or practice of deliberative 
assemblie~, I fear I shall be guilty of committing many errors, for which 
I shall ask your kind indulgence; assuring you that they will be errors 
of judgment, and pot of delermination. Hoping that I shall receive your 
kind indulgence and cOllnsel in the discharge of the duties of the chair, 
I assure you that J shall endeavor to discharge them faithfully and im
p\lrtially. 

Geutlemen, permit me again to thank you for the honor conferred, 
and to assure you that it will always be remembered with feelings of 
gratitude. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 10 o'ciock to-morrow morning. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JANUARY 5,1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Bissell presented the petition of.! .. H .. G. Dunsmore, and sixty

!leven other citizens of Dubuque, Jackson; Jones, and Cedar counties, 
relative to certain roads therein named; wh~ch was, 

On his motion, 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. Sanford olTered a t;esolution, which, after proposed amendments, 
accepted by the mover, was adopted, and reads as follows: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish each 
member of the Senate with a copy of the Acts and Resolutions, Jour-:
nals of th~ S~nate myl of the House of Representatives, of the first ses
sion of the General Assembly. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, 
Resolved, That A. H. Palmer, proprietor of the Iowa Capital .Re

porter, be employed to do the incidental printing of the Senate during 
the present session of the General Assembly. 

~r. Springer offered a preamble and resolution, which, after propo-

Digitized by Google 



I 

THESENTAE. 7 

~ amendments accepted by the mover, were adopted, and reads a. 
follows: 

W UERUS, It is repreReDt~d that the leat of the former member oC 
the Senate from the countfes of Wapello and Monroe, has, since the 
adjournment of the General Assembly in February last, become vacant 
by the resignation of that gentleman and his removal from his district, , 
therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of three members be appointed, witk 
power to send for persons and papers, to investigate the facts of the 
case, and report to the Senate at an early day. , 

Messrs. Springer, Bradley and Benton, were appointed said com
mittee. 

On'motion of Mr. Benton, 
Resolved, That the Secretary furnish each member of the Senate 

with twenty copies, weekly, of such newspaper, published in Iowa 
City, as he may direct. 

On motion of Mr. Bissell, 
Ordered, That the Senate now proceed, viva voce, to the election of 

a Secretary and other officers of the Senate. 

Mr. Benton nominated John B. Russell, as a candidate for Secretary. 

The Senate then proceeded to the choice of a Secretary, and it appear
ed that John B. Russell received eighteen votes, which being a majo
rity of the whole Senate, he was declared to be duly.elected Secretary. 

The Senate, then, in like manner, proceeded to the choice of other 
officers, and by an unanimous vote, made choice of the following offi- , 
cers: 

H. H. WeUh, Sergeant-at-Arms. 
Israel Kester; Messenger. 
John J. Stout, Fireman. 

• 

The officers elect were then duly sworn by the President, and en
tered upon the discharge of the duties of their respective stations. 

On motion of Mr. Bissell, 
Resolved, That' a committee of two be appointed to wait upon ,the 

House of RepresentatIves arid inform that body that the Senate is now 
organized and ready to proceed to business. 

Messrs. Bissell and Browning, were app~illted said eommitt~e. 
Mr. Bradley moved the adoption of the following preamble and reso

lution: 
WUE:aEAB, It is understood that His Excellency Gov. Briggs, has 
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8 JOURNAL OF 

been prevented from meeting the General Assembly up to this time, 
by an a1Hicting dispensation of Providence, therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed on the part of the 
Senate, to act in conjuI\ction with a similar committee on the part of the 
House, to wait upon the Secretary of State, and inquire if he has any 
communication in his possession from the Governor, for the General 

I Assembly. _ 
Messrs. Bradley and Springer, were appointed said committee. 
A committee from the HOllse of Representatives was announced, and 

Mr. Morton, from the same, annqunced that the House of Representa
" tives was now organized and ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. Baker offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a committee of three btl appointed by the President 

to draft rules for the government of the Senate. 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 
Ordered, That the rules for the government of the Senate at its first 

session, be adopted fOT the government of the Senate for the present 
session of the" General Assembly. 

Mr. Bradley, from the committee appointed to wait upon the Secre
tary of State, to inquire if he has in his possession any communication 
from the Governor, for the General Assembly, reported that they had 
performed that duty, and had received from his hands the following 

"MESSAGE: 

Gentlemen of the 8erwte 
and House of Representatives: 

The ninth section of the fifth article of the Constitution of this Sipte, 
provjdes that the Execut~ve "may, on extraordinary occasions, convene 
the General Assembly by proclamation, and shall state to both houses, 
when assembled, the purpose for which" they shall have been conven
ed." 'Believing that the interests and welfare of the State called for the 
exercise of the power thus conferred upon the Executive, I Issued my 
proclamation convening the General Assembly at Iowa City, on the"first 
Monday in January, 1848. You have assembled in obedience to that 
proclamation, and I now proceed to state, as concisely as possible, the 
"purpose" for which you have been convened. 

Our laws relative to Common Schools, in my judgment, call for your 
immediate and careful attention. The people of Iowa have ever mani-
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THE SENATE. 9 

fested an earnest and commendable zeal in the spread of education, and 
especially in the e$blishment of an efficient and permanent system of 
Common Schools. Of such prominent importance is this subject in their 
estimation, that they have made the most ample provisions in the Con
stitution for the spread of education and the support of common I!lchools; 
and also, enjoined upon the General Assembly, in an imperative man
ner, the duty of carrying out those provisions. 

The act of the General Assembly, approved Feb. 24th, 184'7; entitled 
"An act supplemental and amendatory to 'an act to establish common 
schools, approved.Jan.16th, 1840,'" provides" that there shan be annu
ally an election on the first Tuesday of April, in each school district, 
for the purpose of choosing three dir~ctors, who shall hold their office 
until tlleir successors are elected;" that" at each annual township elec
tion, there shall be ~ school inspector elected, who shan hold his office 
for one year, and until his successor shan be elected;" that" at the next 
annual township election, and triennially therealler; there shan be a Su
perintendent of Public Instruction elected, who shall hold his office for 
three years, and until his successor shall be duly elected and quali fied;" 
.,nd "that at the next annual township election, in every organized county 
in this State there shan be elected a School Fund Commissioner for the 
county, who shall hold his office for two years, and' until his succellsor 
is elected and qualified." Soon after its approval, and previo']s (0 the 
last township elections, the law was published in several of the news
papers of the State. Supposing the law to have taken effect and to be 
in force, the people, on_ the first Tuesday of April last past, and at the 
last township election, elected the officers above enumerated. The 
highest judicial tribunal of the State has since decided, that at the time 
those election$ were held, the school law of 1847 was not in force, and 
that the elections, so far as their offices were concerned, were void and 
of no effect. 

As it it! understood that the law is now in force, and as it e](pres5l1y 
repeals all school laws heretofore in force, it seems the PFople, at the 
present time, have a school law, but no officers -to carry out the povi,. 
ions of that law. -. - -

Some of the school officers thus elected, have entere<l into bonds, and 
have endeavored to discharge-their dutie~ under the law, and, among 
others, the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Some of them, how
ever, remain inactive, and uncertain as to the line of conduct they ought • 
to pursue. To be thus situated is extr~mely embarrassing and detri
meD.tal to the. cause of education. 

2 
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10 JOURNAL OF 

The school law of 1847 would, probably, be 80 construed as to autho· 
rize the election of school officers at the coming township elections; but 
as much confusion undoubtedly prevails in the minds of the people 
touching their duty under the law, I respectfully recomm~nd that this 
subject receive your earliest and most earnest attention, and that such 
measures be taken as will secure to the people, as speedily as possible, 
the benefit of the liberal provisiom made in the Constitution for the 
spread of education and the support of common schools. 

In conne;xion with t,he foregoing, I would respectfully invite your at
'tention to an act of the General Assembly, approved.Feb. 25th, 1847, 
entitled "An act to provide for the management and disposition of the 
school fund." The eighth section of this act provides," that the manner 
of selecting the five [hundred] thousand acres of land mentiened in 
the second section of the tenth article of the Constitution, and the dis
position thereof, for the support o~ schools, shall be as follows, to wit: 
Any person capablc of contracting, having settled upon public lands, 
the quality whereof, and the improvements thereon, will, in the opinion 
of the Fund Commissioner of the county, render the selection a safe and 
profitable one, may in writing signify to said commissioner his or hel 
desire to have the same recognized as school lands, and thereupon the 
same, not exceeding three hlolndred and twenty acres, shall be returned 
by saKI Fund Commissioner, with the date of their selection, to the Su
perintendent of' Public Instruction, to be by him registered as lands se
lected by the State under the grant from Congress referred to; after 
which the said Fund Commissioner shall proceed to contract with such 
settler for the sale thereof." 

The seventeenth section of the act provides that "the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction shall report, from time to time, all s~lections m~de 
under the eighth section of this act to the Secretary of Treasury of the 
United States, and to the proper land office." 

Selections made according to the provisions of the eighth section oC 
this act, have been reported to the General Land Office, by the gentle
J,pan elected as Superintendent of Public Instruction. The report has 

I been returned, as incorre~ and invalid, on the ground that tJ!e selections 
thus made conflict with the General Land Office instructions of August 
6th, 1847, with reference to State selections under the act of Congress 
of the 4th Sept., ]841, entitled" an actto appropriate the proceeds of the 

, sales of the public lands and to grant pre-emption rights." The fifth 
section of those instructions makes it important and necessary that the 
selecting agent of the State "should ml!ke such eareful and thorough 
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'tHE SENATE. 11 

preliminary examinations as will enable him to select lands to which 
there may exist no valid claim, by pre-emption or otherwise;" and the 
sixth section provides that, "if notwithstanding such precaution, the State 
shall hereafter select lands which shall be found to be interfered with 
by any prior or better claim or claims, the s,elections, to the whole extent 
of such clam or claims, will of course be null and void." It will readily 
be perceived from the foregoing instructions, that it is not contemplated 
by the act of Congress above referred to, to surrender to the f"tate any 
land covered by any valid claim" hy pre-emption or otherwise;" conse
quently, the law of this State allowing persons having claims upon the 
public lands by virtue of improvements there.on, to register them as lands 
selected by the. State, and then to purchase them from our own State 
officers, conflicts, in a very material point, with the instructions from 
the General Land Office. It is of the utmost importance to the cause of 
education in thifl. State, that these selections should be m:lcie as soon as 
practicable. In ~rder to accomplish this object, our laws relative to the 
making of these selections must 'harmonize with the requirements of the 
General Government. I tr11st that thi~ subject, also, will receive your 
early attention. The circular of instructions from the General Land 
Office of Aug. 6th,' 1847 ; the selections reported by the Superintendent 
of Public Indtruction; together with a letter from the General Land Of
fice of No~. 3d, 1847, relative to those instructions, will hereafler be 
presented to you. 

It is a source of regret that so much confusion prevails in our statute 
laws. The inten~ts of the State, in my opinioQt call for a revision of 
those laws as soon all practicable. Should yot coincide with the Exe
cuti\-e in this opinion, I would respectfully recommend .that a commis
sioner, or commissioners, be appointed to revise the code; and that they 
be instructed-or required to report their proceedings at the next regular 
session of the General Assembly. 

The Penitentiary of this State is in an unfinished' and inefficient con
dition. It is important that the provisions of the act of the General 
A.ssembly, approved Feb. 25th, 1847, relative to the appointment of an 
agent, by joint resolution of the General Assembly, to make the neces
lary contracts for completing the building, shall be carried into effect; 
and I would therefore suggest that this subject receive your prompt 
attention. 

Since the elose of. the last session of the General Assembly, all of 
tae Judges of the Supreme Court of this State, who held their offices 
by virtue of appointment under the general government, have resigned. 
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The eighth sl:lction of the fifth article of the ConstitutiOll, provides that, 
"when any office shall from any cause become vacant, a~ no mode is 
provided by the constitution and laws for filling such vacancy, the go
vernor shall have power to fill sUfh vacancy, by granting a commission, 
which shall expire at the end of the next session of the General Assem
bly, or at the next el~ction by the people." As, in my opinion, the 
contingencies contemplated by the Constitution, had arisen, I filled the 
vacancies thus occasioned, by granting commisl!ions, which will "ex
.pire at the end of the next session of the General Assembly." 

The qnestion may possibly be started, whether the Constitution in
tends that these commissions shall expire at the end of the regular ses
sion of the General Assembly, or whether it will be so construed as to 
render the provisions above mentioned, applicable also to a special ses
sion? It can be gathered from the Constitution, that the people of thi& 
State are determined to retain as much power in their own hands as they 
can consistently with a proper and judicious adminIstration of the· af
fairs of the government. As all history and experience teach, that 
when power is vested. in anyone man, it is liable to be perverted and 
abused, they thought proper, in order to prevent any temptations to 
such abuse, to withhold, as a general rule, all power from their State 
officers, except such as is absolutely necessary for the performance of 
their official duties. Consequently, so far as the power of appointment 
is concerned, the executive of this ~tate is clothed with that power only· 
when a vacancy in an office ensues for which no provi~ion is made in 
the constitution and law4&; and it is further provided, that even those 
appointments shall exist no longer than until the people can fill such 
vacancies, either by their own immediate action, or in the manner pro
vided by them. As the executive is thus restricted the power would 
probably not have been granted, could it properly have been withheld 
-and as it appears clear that it is the intention of the constitution that 
the people shall exercise this power as soon as they have an opportu
nity so to do, I am strongly inclined to 'the belief that these commi~
sions expire at the end of the present session of the General Assembly; 
and that if it was the intention of the framers of the Constitution that 
they should expire at the end or" the next regular session, they would 
have so couched the provision in queJtion, instead of using the language 
in which it stands clothed. 

Should you concur in this opinion of the executive, it will be your 
duty to elect a Chief Justice and two Associate Justices, in accordance 
with the third section of the lIixth article of th~ Constitution. 

.. 
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THE SENATE. 13 

We have emerged from a Territorial into a State government-have 
taken our stand among our sister states, and are therefore entitled to be 
represented by two Senators in the Senate of the United States. Many 
questions of vital importance will come before that body for its consid
eration during the present session of Congress. War exists between 
this country and Mexico. Congress has declared by an almost unani
mous vote that this war was commenced "by the act of Mexico."
The' administration is advancing the national honor and character, by 
conducting the war in a thorough and energetic manner, while at every 
step the olive branch of. peace is extended to the enemy. They have 
rejected all terms of peace heretofore offered. The vigorous prosecu
tion of the war on the part of our governmeut, is more or less opposed 
by a very respectable portion of our fellow-citizens; and the enemy 
will, undoubtedly, continue to reject our proffered terms of peace until 
it is ascertained whether that opposition will gain the ascendancy in 
this republic. The voice of Iowa, therefore, should be heard, and her 
true sentiments felt, in the Senate of the United States: Under such 
.considerations, it is believed by the executive, that the duty of electing 
United States Senators, according to the provisions of the constitution, 
will be by you speedily and harmoniously performed. 

As it is unquestionably the desire of the people, that the affairs of 
the State should be conducted as economically as possible, consistently 
with their interet;lts, I have recommende~ and briefly commented upon 
those subjects only, which, in my judgment, immediately affect those 
interests; and I would respectfully suggestthnt your attention should" 
at the present session, be confined to those matters in which they are 
thus concerned, and that, as l;\ general rule, all local legislation be de
ferred until the regular session of the GeneraJ.,Ass~mbly. 

ANSEL BRIGGS. 
Iowa City, January 3, 18.(8. 

Which was read; and 
On motion of Mr. Bissell, 

Laid on the table and two thousand copies ordered to be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Browning offered the following preamble and resolution, which 
was read, considered and adopted: 

W BEllEAS, It is represented that the seat of the former member of 
the Senate from the counties oftMarion~ Polk, Dallas, and Jasper, has, 
since the adjournment of the General Aasembly in 'February last, be~ 
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come vacant in consequence of the acceptance, by that gentleman, of a 
lucrative office, therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, with power to 
send for persons and papers, to investigate the facts of the case, and to 
report to the Senate at an early day. 

Me;srs. Browning, Bissell, and Harbour, were appointed said com
mittee. 

Mr. Jay offered the following preamble and resolution, which was 
read, considered, and adopted : 

WHEREAS, It is represented that the seat of the sitting member of 
the Senate from the county of Van Buren, hy, since the adjournment 
of the General Assembly in February last, become vacant in conse
quence 'of the acceptance, by that gentleman, of a lucrative office, there
fore, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, with poweJ: to 
send for persons and papers, to investigate the facts, and to report to 
the Senate at as early a day as' practicable. 

Mes~rs. Jay, Crawford, and Howel, were appointed said· committee. 
, On motion, 
Th~ Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY MO~NING, JUUAllY 6, 18.t8 .. 

Mr. Selman presented the petition of J. F. Stratton, and fifteen oth
ers, citizens of Appanoose county, praying the passage of a law autho
rizing Nathan Bartlett, the natural father of John Bartlett, minor heir, 
to sell certain real estate the property of the said John Bartlett, and 
appropriate the proceeds of said sale to the benefit of said minor heir. 

Which was read, and . 
On motion of Mr. Browning, 

Laid on the table, 
The President laid before the Senate the report of the Auditor of' 

State. 
Which was read in part by the Secretary, whent 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
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THE SENATE. 15 

The further reading was dispensed with, the report laid upon the 
table, and two thousand copies ordered to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. (See Appendix, A.) 

The President announced the Standing Committees as foll~w8: 
On Ways and~.Means-Messrs. Crawford, Whitaker, Wheeler, Jar, 

and Howell. . 
On the Judicitiry-Messrs. Bissell, Baker, Browning, Springer, and 

Benton. 
On Federal Relations-Messrs. Selman, Sprott, Sanford, Baker) and 

Bradley. 
On Internal Improvements...,..Messrs. Davis, Sprott, Harbour, Whee

ler. and Whitaker. 
On Military Affairs-Messrs. Sprott, Howel, Crawford, Davis, and 

Fullinwider. 
On &hools-Messrs. Benton, Browning, Sanford, Howe]~ and Bis

lel1. 
On Public Buildings-Messrs. Harbour, Huner, Crawford, Sanford 

and Springer. 
On Elections-M.essrs. Bradley, Browning, Wheeler, 14y, and Ben

ton. 
On Engrossed Bills-Messrs. Baker and Whitaker. 
On County BoundaT'ies-Messrs. Harbour, Selman, Bradley, Jay and 

Crawford. 
On Claims~Messrs. Crawford, Browning, Baker, Springer, and 

Davis. 
On Agricultur~Messrs. Selman, Huner, Jay, Bissell, and Whita

ker . 
. On Incorporations-Messrs. Baker, Benton, Browning, Bradley, an~ 

Springer. 
On Enrolled Bills-Messrs. Sanford and Wheeler •. 
On New Counties-Messrs. Davis, Harbour, Whitaker~Fullinwidel', 

and Howel. 
On Roads-Messrs. Whitaker, Harbour, Fullinwider, Selman, and 

Wheeler. 
Mr. Harbour, on leave, introduced, 
Senate file, No. I, Joillt resolution for a mail route ,from MDUDt 

Pleasant to Oskaloosa. 
• Which was read a first time. 

Mr. Browning, on leave asked aDd obtained, introduced,. 
ienate file, No.1, An act re-organiziDg the Sppreme Court •. 

I , 
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Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Bradley presented the petition of Samuel G. White, and forty 

others, citizens of the State of Iowa, praying the passage of a law pro
.a.iding for a more ample protection to settlers on public lands. 

Which was, . 
On his motion, 

.. 'Referred to the committee on the JUdiciary. 
Mr. Harbour moved that the Senate resolve itself into committee ot 

'"'the whole. for consideration of the Governor's message, which motion, 
after consultation, was withdrawn by the mover. Whereupon, 

Mr. Whitaker renewed the motion, but upon taking the question, 
it was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Bissell, 
The petition of J. H. G. Dunsmore and sixty-seven other citizens of • 

Dubuque, Jackson, Jones and Cedar countiell, relative to certain roads 
therein named, 

Was taken from tRe table, and 
Referred to a sele~t committee of three, consisting of Mellsrs. Bissell, 

Bradley and Wheeler. • 
The Secretary presented a communication from the Post Master at 

Iowa City, relative to postage; whereupon, . 
Mr. Baker introduced 

Senate file, No.2, Joint resolution relative to postage. 
Which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. Bradley moved to amend by adding thereto: 
"Provided, That he shall not be authorized to pay a greater rate of 

interest than ten per cent. for such loan." ' 
Mr. Sprott moved to amend the amendment, by striking out "ten" 

and inserting "eight." 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a third 

time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Bisse.ll gave notice that he would, on some future day, ask leave 

'to introduce a bill to prevent hawking and pedling without license. 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. Irl • 

• 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr. Bissell, from the select committee to whom was referred the pe: 
fition of J. H. G. Dunsmore and others, relative to'certain roads therein 
named, had leave and reported 

Senatc file, No.2, A bill for an act to l'rovide for locating and es-
tablishing certain roads ther~in natped. .. 

Which was read a first and second 'time, and 
On his motion, . 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read ~ third time, pas-... 
sed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Bissell, from the committee on the ,Judiciary, to whom was re
ferred 

Senate file, No.1, An act re-organizing the Supreme Court j 
RePQrted the same back . with amendments, and asked the concur

rence of the Senate therein. 
Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Bradley moved to fill the blank in tit! firstllcction by inserting 
.. Dubuque." 

Which was agreed to. 
On motion of :Mr. Benton. 

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole Senate, for 
the consideration of said bill, ~Jr. Whitaker in the chair, and 

After some time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by tlleir chairman reported the same back 

tn the Senate with amendments ,thereto, and asked' Ute concurrence of 
the Senate therein. ' 

On motion oC Mr. Sanford, 4 

Said bill was re-committed to the committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion of Mr. Whitaker, 

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole for the con
lIideration of the Governor's message, Mr. Baker in the chair, and 

On motion of Mr. Hughes, 
Ordered, That so !p.uch of said message lUI relates to common schools 

and the school fu;(d, be referred to the committee on school •• 
O~ motion of Mr. Benton, 

a 
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Ordered, That so much of said message as relates to the Penitentia
ry, be referred to the committee on Publie Buildings., 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Ordered, That so much of said message as relates .to the revision of 

the laws" be referred to the co~ittee on the J udicia.ry. . 
On motion of Mr. Benton, 

Ordered, That somuch of said m~ssage as relates to the election of' 
U. S. Senators and Judges of the Supreme Court, be referred t~ the 
committee on Elections. 

On motion of Mr. Bissell,. 
T~e committee rose., imd by their chair~an reported the reference of 

the message as above stated. 
Mr. Bradley gave notice that·he would, on to-morrow or some future 

-day, ask leave to.introduce a bill for an a~t for the confinement. of pris
oners under the authority of the United States in the jails of this State. 

l\1r. Sanford, on leave asked and obtained, introduced, 
Senate file, No.3, Joint resolution relative to the limitation of legis

lation during the present session of the General Assembly. 
Which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. Harbout: moved that the same be considered as qngrossedt.the 
rule suspended, and said resolution read a third time now ... 

On motion of Mr. Jay, 
L~id on the table. 

Mr. Whitaker, on leave asked and obtained, introduced 
Senate file~ No •. 3, A bill to repeal the act allowing county cQDlllli:l

sioner's clerks pay for tiling papers. 
Which was read 1.\ first and seoond time. 

Mr. Bradley moved to strike ol,lt the last. Qlause. 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr.. Harbour, 
.The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pas ... 

led, and title agreed to.... • 
On motion, 

The Senate adjoarned. 

'. ," 

'I' . 

!., 
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FRIDAY MORNING, J ANtrAllY 7, 1848 •. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Baker presented the petition of H. G. Scholte, President, and 

five other eommissioners of the Holland Colony, in Marion county, 
praying the- passage of a law ur.iting townships 76 and 77, range No. 
18 west, and exte,nding to the inhabitants thereof the right of cii,lzen
ship, so rar. as the.. election and powers of justices of the peace are COD

cerned. 
Which was read, and 

On his motion,_ 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. _ 
Mr. Davis moved a ie-consideration of the vote taken yesterday on 

the passage of -
Sena.te file, No.2, Joint resolution relative to postage. 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Davis moved to strike out the proviso. 
Mr. Browning moved its reference to a select committee. 

Which was agreed to, . aud 
Messrs. Browning, Davis, and Baker, were appointed said commit~

tee. 
Mr. Browning from said committee reported the Bame back with an· 

amendment in which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
Agreed to, and 

On motion, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a third 

tiJlle,passed; and title agreed to. . _ 
Mr. Bissel,l, from. the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re--' 

ferred 
Senate file, No.1, An act- re-organizing the Supreme Court, _ 
Reported the same back to the Senate with amendments, in which 

the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
Agreed.to. • 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
The thirteenth rule was susP!3nded, the bill read a third time, pas-· 

sed, and title agreed to. 
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Mr. Benton presented, for the ~onsideration of the Senate, an abstratl 

of the official transactiol1s of M. Mobley, school fund commissioner of 
Dubuque county. 

Mr. Brow~ng also presented an abstract of the official transaction. 
of Lyman Cook, school fund commissioner of Des Moines county. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 
Ordered, That the abstraets with all others ~f a similar character be 

referred to the committee on School •• 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 
Ordered, That the committee on Schools be instructed to illquire in

to ille official transactions of school fund commissioners generally. 

Mr. Bl'adley, in accordance with previous notice, leave being asked 
and obtained, introduced . 

Senate file, No.4, An act for the confinement of prisoners under the 
authority of the United States, in the jails of this State. 

Which was read a first and second time, and 

On motion, 
Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 

On motion of M;: Selman, 
The petition relative to the sale of the real estate of John Bartlett, 

minor heir, was referred to tb.e committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Senate file, No.1, Joint resolution for a mail route from Mount Plea-

.ant to Oskaloosa, . 

Was taken from the table, and 

On his motion, 
The thirteenth rule suspended. read a third time, puled, and 00-

agreed. to. . 

On motion, 
Senate I!-djourned till 2 o'clock, p. x. 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr: Richman, their 
chief clerk: 

Jtfr. President-
I am directed. to inform the Senate that the House have passed, 

H. R. file, No.2, A bill for an act to provide for the descending Da

yigation of Skunk river; and. 
H. R. file, No.2, Joint resolution relative to common schools~ 

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requsted. 
, Message from the House of Representatives coming up in order, 
H. R. file, No.2, A bill for an act to provide for the descending Da

wigation of ~kunk river, 
Was read a first and second time. 

Mr. Howel moved to strike out twenty-five, in the seconll section, 
.nd- insert forty. 

Mr. Jay called for a division of the question; 
Which was had, and. ' 

The question being taken, the Senate refused to strike out. 
Mr. Howel moved to refer said bill to a select committeeL . . 
Loat. 

On motion of Mr. Springer, 
Ordered to a third reading on to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No.2. Joint resolution relative to common schools, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said joint re;olution read a third 

time, passed, and title agreed to. ' 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned tilllO o'clock to-m~rrow morning. 
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SATURDAY MORNING,'-JANtrAllY 8, 184B.. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. . 
Senate file, No.4, An act for the confinement of prisoners under the 

authority of the United ~tes in the jails of this State. 
Was takenJrom the table, read a third .,time, passed, and title agreed 

to. 
H. R. file, No.2, An act to provide for. the descending' navigation of 

Skunk river, 
Was taken from the table and read a third time. 

Mr. Baker moved to commit to &. select committee, with instructions 
to report on Monday morning. 

Upon which the yeas and nays being called for, were called, and 
were as follow: 

·YEAs-Messrs. Baker, Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Browning, Craw
ford, Davis·, Fullinwider, Harbour, Howel, Jay, Selman, Sanford, 
Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, Whitaker, and Mr. President-18. 

NAYS-O. 
So said commitment was agreed to, and 

Messrs. Howel, Harbour, and Jay, were appointed said committee. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock Monday morning. 

MONDAY MORNING, JANUAllY 10, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Whitaker presented the petition of the Board of Commissioners 

of the county of Van Buren, praying the passage of a law according to 
the requirements of the United States, to enable them to dispose of the 
lots in the town of Portland, in said county. 

Which was, 
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-On his motion, 
. Referred to a select committee, and 
Mesllrs. Davis, Springer, and Browning, wire appointed laid -COm

mittee. 
Mr. Bissell, on leave asked- and obtained, inb'<Jduced, 
Senate file, No. 5, A bill to change the time of holding courts tD the 

second judicial district. 
Which was read a first and second time, atKi 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Referred to a select commiaee, and 
Messrs. Bradley, Wbeeler, and B~sell, were appointed 'said com-

,mittee. , 
Mr. Bradley, from the select committee to whom WllII referred, 

Senate file, No.5, A bill to change the time of bolding courts in the 
second judicial district, 

Reported the. same back with one amendment, and asked the ooncUl
-renee of tbe Senate therein. 

Agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Bissell, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, the bill read.a third ~e, passed 
. and title agreed to. 

Mr. Browning, on leave being asked and obtained, introouced 
Senate file, No.6, An act in relation to evidence. 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
Referred to a select committee, 'and 
Messrs. Browning, Baker, and Bissell, were appointed said com

mittee. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. \ 

- . 
TUESDAY MORNING, JANU.A.llY 11, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment.' 
Hr. Browning,. from the select committee, to whom was referred 
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Senate file, No.6, An act in relation to evidence, .. 
Reported the same back with amendmentsF and asked the concur· 

rence of the Senate therein. . 
Which wall agreed to. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Parmer, their 
usistant clerk: 

.Mr. President-
I am directtld to intOJIIl the Senate that the House have passed, 

H. R. file, No.3, An act to provide for the relocation of. the. county 
seat of Jackson county, 

In which they ask the concurrence of the Senate. 
I herewith return to you, 

Senate file, No.3, A bill to repeal the act allowing county commi,· 
sioner's clerks pay for filing papers; also, 

Senate file, No.2, Joint resoiution relative to postage. 
The same having passed the House of Represe~tatives without 

amendment. 
Senate file, No.6, An act in relation to evidence, 

Com~ng up~in order, 
Was read a third time, passed,.and title agreed to. 
Mr. Bissell, from the committee on tlle JUdiciary, to wh,om was re

ferred the petition of the commissioner.s of the Holland Colony, in Ma
rion county, praying the pasiage of a law authorizing them to elect 
magistrates, reported 

Senate filf, No.7, A bill to 'organize the township of Lake Pru.irie1 
Which was read a first and second time,. and 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
Referred to the· committee of the whole, and made the spfcial order 

of the day for this afternoon. 

Mr. Howel, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
H. R. file, No.2, A bill to provide for the descending navigation of 

Skunk river, 
Reported the same back with the recommendation. that it be so amen

ded as to make the slopes thirty-five feet wide. 
Mr. Benton moved to amend the amepdment, by striking out five af .. 

ter the word thirty. . 
Not agreed to. 

The question being on cfncurring with the committee, and • 
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were a8 fol-

~: 
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YBAB-"-Messrs. Ben~n, BiSiellj Harbour,-Howel, Sebnant and Mr. 
Pl'esident-6. 

NAys-Messrs. Bakerj. Braqley, Browning, Crawford, Davi,B, Ful~ 
linwider, Jay; SUllJord,. Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, and Whitaker-B~. 

So said report was not concurred in. ' 
On motion of Mr. Bissell, 

Said bill was read a third time, paRsed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Browriing, from the select committee, to whom was referred the 

resolution of the Senate to inquire into the right of the Hon. T-homaa 
Baker to a seat in the Senatc of this State, as a representative from the 
eounties of Polk, Dallas, and Jillpcr, submitted the followillg 

REPORT: 

The committee appointed under a resolution of the Senate, to inquire. 
into the right of the Hon. Thomas Baker to a seat in the Senate of this 
State, as a representative from the counties of Polk, Dallas, and Jasper, 
have investigated the matter and beg leave to report the following facts 
to the Senate. 

They have been much relieved from the labor of such investigation, 
by the Hon. gentlemans frankly making to your committee the follow~ 
ing statement of facts; 

That in August, and since the adjournment of the last session of the 
General Assembly, he was elected to the office ~f Prosecuting Attor· 
ney for the county of Polk, in this State, and in conformity with a law 
of the General Assembly, passed \at its last session, he qualified as 
Prosecuting Attorney of said county, according to the requirements of 
aaid act; that he thereupon proceeded as the proper officer to discharge 
the duties of Raid office, and still continues to act in that capacity. That 
laid election of Prosecuting Attorney took place since he was elected 
to the State Senate, after he had sen'ed one term as Senator, and that 
he has npt since been elected a member of the General Assembly of the 
Btate. 

Your committee have concluded that it would be preferable to report 
the facts to the Senate without any opinion from them as to the effect 
t,hereof, so that any member will be free to act according to his own 
conviction of right and wrong, when the matter as to the right of the 
gentleman to a seat shall come before the Senate by resolution or oth
~rwise. 

Which was read, whereupon 
Mr. Browning offered the tollowing preamble and resolution: .. 
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W HEll'BAS, by the't'.eport of the seleet committee ~ppeinted to:inguite -
. ,il.lto the right of the ~Jltleman to a seat in this body,-as a 8enator . from 
.. the cO\lnties of Polk, Dalla:!, and Jasper,it appears that said claimant, 
the Hon. Thomas Baker, since his election to the State Senate, and since 
the adjournment of the Ialjt session of the General Assembly, has been 

··elected to and accepted the office 0" Prosecutin~ Attorney for the county 
. of Polk, which is an office provided for by the constitution of this State 
·and the laws'passed in conformity thereto, therefore, 

Be it res€!lved, That the seat of the Hon. Thomas Baker, as amem
ber of this body, has become vacant in consequence of his being elected 

·to and accepting the office of Prosecutimg Attorney, that he is not a con
IItitutional member of this body, and that said seat is therefore declared 
vac~t. 

Which being read, he moved that they be laid upon the table. 
On motion of Mr. Bissell, 

Said preamble and resolution were ref~rred to a select committee, 
with instructions to report to-morrow morning. • 

Messrs. Bissell,Benton, and Wheeler, were appointed said commit
tee. 

Message of the House of Representatives coming upin order, 
H. R. file, No.3, An act to provide for the re-location of the county 

seat of Jackson county, 
Was taken from the table and· read a first and second time. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, . 
Said bill was referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, and Wheeler., wer~ appointed said com:-

.mittee. ' 
Mr. Springer, leave being asked; introduced 

.A memorial to Congress for a donation of land.to aid in the construc
·tion of a rail road from Dubuque to Keokuk, in the State of Iowa. 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, 

Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
Mr. Davis, from the select committee,to whom was referred the pe

tition of the board of commissioners of the county of VanBuren, re
ported 

S,enate file, No.8, An act to authorize al'ld empower the Board of 
Commi~lIioners of the county of Van Buren to sell and convey lots in 
the town of Portland in said county.. ' 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
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''On motion of Mr.' FuUinwid"r, 
"Ordered to be engrossed and read a thiril time to-morrow. 

On motion, 
-~e Senate adjourned till 2- o'olock, JL. •• 

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr. Harbour,on leave being asked and obtained, offered the follow
ing resolution: 

Resolved, (the House: concurring,) That the Legislature adjourn on 
Thursday, the twenty-first day of the present montb. 

Mr. Whitaker moved a reconsideration of the vote on 
Senate file, No.8, An act to authorize and empower the Board of 

-Commissioners of Van Buren county. sell and convey certain lots in 
the town of Portland in said county. . 

Which was agreed ~o, and " 
On his 1notion, 

Referred to a select comrr!ittee, and 
Messrs. Whitaker, Sanford, and Harbour were appointed said com

mittee. 
Mr. Fullinwider, on leave asked and obtained, introduced 

Senate file, No. ~, An act to repeal-~ertain acts therein named. 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sprott, 
Rt'ferred to the committee on Roads. 
Mr. Sanford, on leave asked and obtained, introduced the following 

resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish the 

'Senate with the report of the Superintendent of Public Instruct~on; or 
-ifthe report has not been received by him, to request that o1ficer to 
send in his report at the earliest convenient day. 

Which was read, and -
The question being tipon the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were as fol
low: 
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Y us-M<eSS'rs •. Br&wning, Fullinwider, Jay, .Sanford, Springer arul 
Sprott-6. 

NAys-Messrs. Balcer, Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford, Davit, 
Harbour, Howell, Hunor, Whitaker, and Mr. President-lI. 

So the resolutj.on was not adopted. 
On motion of Mr. Bissell, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish the 
Senate the returns of the tlensus, which have been made to him by the: 
~lerks of the board of county commission!lrs. 

l\1t:. Browning, on leave asked and obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 10, An act in relation to deeds. 
Which was read a first and sec!)ud time, and 

On moti"n of Mr. Bissell, 
Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Browning, Bissell, and Bradley, were appointed said com~ 

'lJiittee. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Parmer, their 

assistant clerk:' 
Mr. President- • -. 

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House have passed, 
H. R. file, No. 12, A bill for an act for the relief of Harriet O'Rei

ly; and 
H. R. file, No.9, A bill to amend an act entitled" an act to.amend 

Iln act entitled an act to illcorporate the town of Bloomington," appro
ved Dec. 29, 1840. 

In which the concurrence of the. Senate is requested. 
Also, 

That the House have passed, 
Senate file, No.1, Joint resolution f~r a mail route from Mount Plea-

IIlnt to Oskaloo;a, . 
With the following amendment: 

Insert before Richland, the words" Brighton, in Washington county." 
In which amendment the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

Mr. Browning, leave being asked and obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 11, An act relative to printing and dilltributing the 

laws of this State. 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
, Mr. Bradley, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
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H. R. file, No.3, An aCt to provide for the relocation of the county 
, seat of Jackson county, 

Reported the same back with the following amendment: 
Strike out "atthe next August," and insert "on the first Monday in 

May after the said April," and asked the concurrence of the Senate 
therein. 

The question being upon concurring in the report, , 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were al roi

low: 
YEAS-'" essrs. Baker, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford, Davis, Harbour, 

Howel, Huner, and Mr. ,President-9. 
N A ys-Messn. Benton,Browning,Fullinwider,J ay, Sanford, Spring

er, Sprott, Wheeler, Whitaker-9. 
So the report was not concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
The thirteenth rule wa~ suspended, said bill read a third time, pal-

led and title agreed to. • 
Senate file, No.7, A bill organizing the to.wnship of Lake Prairie, 
. Being the special order of the day for this afternoon, 
The ~enate resolved itself into committee of the whole, Mr. Benton 

in the chair, and 
After some time spimt"therein, 

The oommitttee rose, and by their chairman reported the same back 
without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Bissell, 
S!'id bill was referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Bissell, Springer, and Baker, were appointed said commit

tee. 
Message from the House of Representatives coming up in order, 

H. R. file, No. 12, A bill for the relief of Harriet O'Reily, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to re

port to-morrow morning. 

H. R. file, No.9, A bill to amend an act entitled an act to amend an 
act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Bloomington, 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Hughes, 

Mr. Sprott having been called to the chair, 
Said bDl was ordered' to a third reading to-morrow. 
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Senate. file, No. 1 ,.Jbint resolution for a mail route from'Mount Plea- -
sant to Oskaloosa, 

Coming up as amended by the House, to wit: including before Rich..,., 
limd the words." Brighton, in WasBington county," and • 

On motion.of Mr. Harbour,·, 
Said amendment was concurred in._, 

On motion, 
. The Senate Adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY- MORNING, JAlfllA1lY 12; 1848. 

The Senate met pursua"nt to adjournment. . 
Mr. Bissell presented the petition of Robert McKee and twenty-two.

C)ther citizens of Iowa county, praying the passage of a law reducing· 
the expenses of said county. . 

l\fr. Selman presented the petition' of Elbert Jones, aniliforty-one 
other citizens of the counties of Monroe aild Lucas, praying the esta
blishment of a state road commencing at Eddyville, in Wapello cOlJ,nty,.. 
thence, via Clark's Point, Chariton's Point, to the Council Bluffs. 

Which was read, and 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee: on Roads and Highways. , 
Mr. Bissell, from the committee on the Judiciary,. to whom was re

ferred' 
H. R. file, No. 12, Anaot to provide for the ;relief of Harriet 

O'Reily, , 
Repo~d the same back without amendment, anti· recommended its 

passage. 
The question being on concurring in the report of ~e co.t;tee; 

- It was decided in the affirmative. 
On motion of Mr. Sprott, 

The thirteenth Jule was suspended, said bill was read. a thif4. time, 
passed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Bissell, from the select c~e, to whom was ref~ tha 
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.eport. at tli.6select committee 'appointed to inquire into the right of the· 
Hon. Thomas Baker to a seat in the Senate of this State, all a repre
lentative from the counties .of Polk,Dallas, and Jasper, together with 
a resolution declaring his seat vacan4 asked leave to report, this after-. noon •. 

Agreed to. 

Mr. Springer, from the select committee to whom was rere~red 
Senate file, No.7, A bill organizing the township of Lake Prairie, 
Reported the same back with sundry amendments. 
The question'being upon concurring in the report of the commit

tee j 
It was decided in the affirmative. , 

On motion of Mr. Biuell, 
Said bill was 'ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-mor

row. 
" Mr. Browning, from· the select cQmmittee, to whom was referred 

Senate file, No. 10, An act in relation to deeds, 
Reported the same back with one amendment, and recommended its 

passage. 
The question being upon concurring . in the report ,of the commit

tee j 
It was decided in the affirmative. ' 

On motion of Mr. Browning, " 
Said bill was ordered to bc engrossed and read a third time to-mor-· 

I . 

row. 

Mr. Whitaker, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
Senate file, No.9, An act to repeal certain acts therein named, 
Reported adverse to the passage of the bill. 

On motion of Mr. Selman, 
Said report was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Whitaker, from the seleet c.ommittee, to whom was referred' 
Senate file, No.8, An act to authorize and empower the Board of 

Commissioners of VanBuren county to sell and cOllvey lots in the toWD, 
of Portland. 

Repdrted the same baek with amendments •. 
Which were concurred in,and 

On his motion, 
. The thirteenth rule was suspeDded,. said' bill read' a third time, P8l

.ed, and title agreed to. 
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Mr. Bradley laid before the Senate the documents hitended to haq 
accompanied the Governor's message relative to school lands. 

Which were read, and 
On his motion, 

Referred to the 60mmitte.e on Schools. 
The memorial to Congress for a donation of land to aid in the eOD

Itruction of a rail road from Dubuque to Keokuk, 
Coming up in order, was, 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 
Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Benton, Springer, and Selman, were appointed said com

mittee. 
• Senate file, No. II, An act in relation to the printing and distribu-
ting the laws of this State.< . 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, ~o. 9, A bill to amend an act entitled an act to amend an 

act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Bloomington, approved 
Dec. 29th, 1840, 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. , 
Mr. Jay, leave being asked and obtained, introduced 

Senate file, No.4, Joint resolution relative to school officers, 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Benton. 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary • 

. Mr. Benton, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
The memorial to Congress asking a grant of land to aid in the con

struction of a rail road from Dubuque to Keokuk, 
On leave obtained, 

Reported the same back with one amendment j and 
The question being on concurring with the report of the com

mittee j 
It was a",OTeed to, and 

Said memorial was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. ' 

Mr. Browning, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 12, An act to legalize the acts of persons exercising 

end discharging the duties of school officers, 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to re

'~t~morrow morning. 
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Mr. Brllwoi-Dg, on ·leave obtained, iDtrodu. the 'ollowiag relolu
tion: 

Resolved, That no general law in relation to common schQOll shall 
be iDkoduced at the present session, but that the old law be 10 amended 
as to answer lIrlf.il the next I8ssion of the General Assembly. 

The C(uestiOD. .beiDg on the adoption of said resolution, . 
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were as fol

low: 
YEAS-Messrs. BrowniDg, Fullinwider, Jay, Sanford, Spri~r. 

Sprott, Wheeler, and Whitaker--8. ' 
N A vB-Messrs. Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford, Davia, HU'

bour, Howel, Huner, SeIman, and Mr. President-IO. 
So said resolution was disagreed to. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 O'clock, P. N. 

TWO O'CLOCK, 1;>. M. 

The President laid before the Senate a communioation from Eli.sha 
Cutler, Jr., Secretary of State, in repTy to a resolution of yesterday. 
transmitting an abstract of the returns of the census of the State for the 
year 18-4:7. 

Which was read for the information of the Senate. (See Appen
.dix, B.) .. 

\ 

On motion of Mr. Davis, : 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State be requested to f~rward to thl' 

.-Sallate the rep.ort of the Commissioners appointed to locate the Seat e>C 

. Government. 
Message- from the House of Repres..entativ.e& by M~, Richman, their 

chief clerk:· . 
.Ilf,. PreIJidu&t-
. I am. directed to inform the Senate that the House have passed, 

'H. R. file, No. 10, A bill for an.acl for the relief Ilf H. H. Hfmd.rix_ 
and. Edward Pedigo; allo, 

5 

Digitized by Google 



34 JOURNAL OF 

H. R.1ile, No. 7;Joint resolution relative to ihe adjournment ofth. 
two houses. 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
·Mr. Bissell, from the select ~oinmittee, to whom was referred the 

report of the select committee appointed to inquire into tIle right of the 
Hon. Thomas Baker to a seat in the Senate' of this 8tute, all a repre
seiltative from the counties flC:Polk, Dallas, and Jasper, together with 
a resolution declaring his seat vacant, made the ~ollowing 

REPORT~ 

The committee to whom was referred the resolution before the Sen
ate. declaring the seat of the Hon: Thomas Baker vacant, ask leave to 
report: 
. That upon a deliberate examination of'the constitution of this State, 

they find two provisions upon which the resolution seems to have been 
founded. These are the 218t and 22d sections of the 4th article of the 
constitution, which reads as follows: 

Sec.21. No Senator or Representative shall, during the time for 
which he shall have been elected. be appointed to any civil office of 
llrofit under this Stilte, which shall have been created, or the emoIu-' 
ments of which shall have been increased, during such term, except 
luch offices as are filled by elections by the people. 

Sec. 2~ No person holding any lucrative office under the United 
States, or this State, ot" allY other' power, shan be eligible to the G ene
·ral Assembly: Provided, That omces in the militia, to which ther~ is 
uttaehed no annual salary, or tAe office of Justice of the Pcace, or Post 
.Masters, whose compensation does not exceed one hundred dollars per 
annum, shall not be deemed luet"alive. 

The fOfmer of these sections, as we think, creates no ground of die
(!ualification, for th~ following reasons: 

1st. Th~ office (that of Prosecllting, AttoI'J'ley) was 'not creatl'.d by 
the General Assembly but by 'the constitution; nor do the emcluments 
thereof appear to have been increased at the la$t session of the Gene
ral Assembly, when Mr. Raker was a member, but, on the contrary, 
your committee are of the opinion that the ~moluments of that office were 
at that session ,-ery essentially diminished. 

2nd. Even if the office had been created or its emoluments increas
ed, there would have been 110 cO~ltitutional incompatibility betWee1l it 
and that of Senator. The case would theg fall within the exception 
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ined in tJie.lut ection. The '0&: 'n~ 
ney is filled by the people. , .. 

d.. BQt if the 0 r so incompatib the' 
incumbent· to a seat in this body would not thereby be affected. The 
constitution declares that no Senator or ReprC!!entative shall, during the 
time for which he shall have been elected, be appointed to any ci"n 
office, &'0. Suppose the Senator· had been appointed to one of these 
prohibited offices, would his seat thereby have been vacated?· Not 'at 

." He &hall not such an office, old 
l' mere than if h The appoint null 
void. His seat ould not be vac rto 
new office woul bly barred aga the 
ow. of a .reason . dedt.tced from eat-

eludmg the. Senator from JilS seat here.. 
But the 22nd section declares that no person holding any lucrative 

olice shall be. eligible to the General Assembly. The office of Prose
outing Attorney is no doubt a lucrath'e office of the kind intended in this 
section.. Had the gentleman therefore held that office at the time he 
was elected Senator such election. would have been wholI nu tory; 

ould'have been ch,however, w his 
ion to the office Attorney having Dce 
ecame. a memb ahd since. the 111e 
eral Assembly. 
ad the (;onstituti the holdiug or a -ind 

should be a disqualification for holding that of BenlLton., the case would 
have. been very different from that· presented. It merely renders bim 
ineIligible, that is to say, incapable of being elected. 

It does not follow that any circumstance which would ha,'c rendered 
his election invalid will, if happening subsequently, work a disqualifi-

. n_ ,The constit . ay. so; neither nse. 
Igibility. is one tion allother. tate 
ings reversed, a mstance which r in-
ble.atthetime of removed before eat, .. 
ld he thereby be e and retain his te ? 
e gClltleman whORe case" e are now considering a e a ucrative 

office at the. time of his eleclion, but had resigned afterwards j could. he 
have been, received as·a memher of this body? By no means. He 
would have. beenJneligible~ The electioll·would . have been a nullity, 
which nothing bUrt ano111er election could have remedied. If the sub
sequent remov.aLor a. dis'lualifying. circWDstance. will not do away with 
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. . 
,the ineligibility coDteDaplated by the constitution, ita s.blequent occur-

rence cannot create th.at ineligibility • 
. The 22nd seotion has in fact reference only to the time of the elec

tion. It'or what takes place afterwards, other provisions are made. "If 
he subsequently received aIt1lppointment to an office which he has aid
ed to create, the appointment ia nugatory, whether made while he is a 
member, or at any time subsequent, during the term for which he was 
elected. If his conduct is such as to liisqualify him from remaining a 
member of the General Asse~bly, hI;! may be expelled. But your com
mittee find no authority in the cpnstitution for declaring a seat vacant 
after it has been once filled, and rightfully filled, by its iQC\l1Ilbent. 

The constitution makes each house the proper body to judge of the 
qualification, electiOI), and r.turn of its own members. All these mat
ters have have been once passed upon in the case of Mr. Baker, and he 
was admitted to his seat. 

, The adoption, by this body, of the resolution referred to/this com
mittee, would be a w.olation of tlie constitution, unouthorized by any 
law whatever, and entirely without a precedent in the proceedings of 
legislative bodies. The seat of a member who possesses the necessary 
~ualifications ai the time of his election can, during the term for which 
he may have been electe.d, become vacant only by death resignation, or 
expulsion. \ ThI!se are the on~ contingencies under which a seat can 
be declared vacant. That Mr. Baker was duly elected a member· of 
this body is fully shown by the proceedings of the last session, when 
the committee on the credentials of members reported him as duly elec
ted, and that he was thus duly el~cted is not denied by anyone. It is 
not contended that he is dead, has resigned, or has been expelled, or 
that any reason for his expulsion exists. Legislative bodies have some
times declared a seat vacant when they have ascertained that there was 
no fair or legal election by the people, or where the person receiving 
the greatest number of votes- was not at the time eligible to the office, 
but never, so far as your committee has -been able to ascertain, haye 
they done so when there has been an -election and no death, resignatiou, 
or expulsion. " 

There is n? authority to elRclude Mr. Baker now except by expul
sion by the consent of two thirds of the members of this body. Had he 
·committed a crime however heinous, this would have been the only 

• remedy. Will the· vole of a mere majority be sufficient to expel iL 

member 'for· ha:ring been elected a Prosecuting Attorney; while it wooid 
.... haxe .required: a vote of 1w~thirds t~ have expelled him ,for the. COUl-
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mission of a felony. No provision is made in the constitution for de
claring a seat vacant in either case. There can be no expulsion unless ' 
for crime or disorderly behaviour, and it has not been pretended that 
either of these contingencies has existed. Your committee are there
fore. of the opinion that ,Mr. Baker is fully entitled to continue to occu
py his seat, and they therefore ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of this subject. .', 

The question being upon concurring in the report of the commit
tee; 

Mr. Bradley moved a .all of the Senate. 
When it appeared that Messrs. Baker, Benton, and Harbour were 

absent. 
On motion, 

Mr. Baker was excused. 
Mr. Benton appearing, the further call of the Ie nate was, 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Dispensed with. 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were as fol

low: 
Yus--Messrs. Beuton, Bissell, Bladley, Crawford, Davis, Harbour, 

Howel, Huner, Selman, Whitaker, and, Mr. President-B. 
NAys--Messrs. Browning, Fullinwider, Jay, S~ord, Springer, 

Sprott, and Wheeler-7. 
So the report was concurred in. 

Mr. Browning, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 13, An act in rela.tion to the duties of collectors of 

State revenue • 
. Which was read a first and second time. 

Message hom the Hou~ of Representatives cOQling up in order, 
H. R. file, No. 10, A bill for an act for the relief of H. H. Henw' 

and Edward Pedigo, 
Was ,read a first and. second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Brewning, 
Said bill was indefiD.itely postponed. 
,H. R. file, No.7, Joint resolutioll to adjourn. 
Was read a first and second time. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 
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TllURSDAY MOR~ING) JUUAJlY 13, 18~ 
, 

Senate met pursuant to adjournmeut. 
M'l'. ·Browning, OR leave obtained,· presented the petition of the May

or and Alderman of the City of Burlington, prayiug the passage of III 

law to amend the charter of the City of Burlington, accompanied by 
-Senate lIe, No. -14, A bill to amend the cl~arter of the city of Bur. 

lington. 
Which was read a first and secont! time, and 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
Ordered to be engrossed and Pead -11 third time to-morrow. 
Message from thE> House of Representatives, by Mr. Parmer, their 

assistant clerk: 
:·..Mr. Preaidf:1li...:.. 

I am directtld to inform the Senate that the House have passed, 
.-H. R. file, No. 18, A bill for a1\ :act to locate the seat'Of justice of 

Davis county j and 
H. R. file; No.7, A-bill for an act supplemental to an act creating a 

Board of Public Works, and providing for the improvement of the Del 
Moines river, approved Febr'.lary 24, 1847. 

In which they ask the concurrence of the Senate. 
I lrerewitll return to YOI:1, 

Senate file, No.5, A bill to change the time of holding·courts in the 
lecond judicial district, 

The same having passed the House of Repregentatives without 
amendment. 

Mr. Davis, with·leave obtained, introduced. 
Senate file, No.5, Joint resolution relative to the election·of·United 

States Senators and Judges of the Supreme Court. 
Which was read a first and second time. 

Mr. Howel moved to amend )Jy striking out the word" Friday" and 
inserting" Saturday." 

Agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a third 

.~. 
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"rho ,ueatian beiog upon the p3S81l1e of the joint ~eIOl\ltion. 
The yeas and nays were called for, and being ordered, were aB. Col, 

low: 
Yus-Messrs. Baker, Benton, BilSell, Bradley, CrawforcJ, Davi' f 

Harbour, HO~SlI, Huner, Selman, Whitaker, and Mr. President-12. I 

N"ys-Me8su. Browsing, Fullillwlder~ Jay, SaWord, Springer, 
8prott, Imd Wheeler~7. 

So said joint rellOlation was paBsed, and title agreed to. 
~fr. Whitakec., from the standing committee 011 Engroaaed Bills, 

baving examiQed . 
Senate ille, No.7, An act to organize the township of LQe Prairie; 

and 
Senate file, No. 10, An act in,relation to deeds, 

Reported the same a8 correctly engrossed. 
MI:. Whitaker, from the committee on Roads, to whom was referr~ 

the petition pi' Elbert J.ones, and forty-one other cItizens of .thecouu
ties of \lonroc and Lucas, praying the establishment of a State road 
from Eddyville, in Wapello county, to the Council BlufiS ; 

Reported adverse to the prayer of the ,petitioners. 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

The petition was referred back to the committee on Roads, with in~ 
51ru~tions to report a bill. . . 

Mr. Springer, :frolU the.committee appointed to inquire into the right 
of the Hon. Jamel Davis to a seat in the Senate of this State, as repre
I18ntative fr~ the counties ()f Wapello and Monroe, submitted the 
following 

REPORT: 

. 
. The select cQlDmitt;ee to whom was referred a resolutionot'the. Sen

ate, passed Janl14.ry 5th, 1848, requiring the appointment of a commit
- lite to take into consideration the rightot: the Hon. Jaliles Davis, CrOll). 

the di~trict composed of the countiellof Wapello and Monroe, to a seat 
in this body, have' :inst.ructed me to make the fo~wing .report : 

The charges.pres.ented against th,e Honorable S~Dator, 88 apP4Ued· 
from the testimony given before. ~ committee, were, 

lst. 'rhat he had ,removed from his district and ~ettled in ~e ~WD 
of Ke()~\lk, in,L4;le awnty, of this State. . 

2nd. l'hat he ~ been appointed United St,ates Deputy S,11l'voyor. 
~y ~ SlJrve,or Ge~r.al of th~ Uni~d States ftl!'.t1J,e State of 19wa pd 

. . 
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TerritOry of Willeonsin, in wIlich capacity he would receive lOme sis 
ar seven hundred dollars forhia services. 

Brd. That he had resigned hid seat as a me~ber of this body, altd 
th8t these several events had occurred since the adjournment of the 
legislature last winter. 

Your committee are of opinion that theirst and second charge. were 
sustained by the testimony adduced before them. 

From the evidence relative to the last charge, however, it appeared 
that Dr. Davis did eonditionally resign his seat in the Senate, during 
the past summer-that he gave his letter of resignation to the Hon~ 
Philip B. Bradley, of Jackson county, in June last, with iBstF~ctions t() 
deliver the same to His Excellency, Gov. Briggt', when he (Dr. Davis} 
should subsequently advise him so to do-that Mr. Bradley not having 
been thus advised refrained from delivering the letter to the Governor 7 
aDd still holds the same in his possession, clearly showing that the re
resignation, though made conditionally, has not taken eifect. 

Your committee are of opinion that the removal of a member from his 
county or district, subsequent to his election and admission to a seat in
the General Assembly 7 does. not disqualify him for holding the same, 
aDd discharging the duties of his office. Though by the 4th section of 
the 4th article of the constitution no person can be a member of th~ 
General Assembly who shall not, "at the time of his election, have an 
actual residence of thirty .days in the county or district he may be cho
sen to represent,'7 yet it does not appear from- that instrument that this 
residence shall be maiwinded during the entire term for which he hal
been elected. 

Your committee are f~rther of opimon that the faet of Dr. Davis 
having received and aecepted the office of Deputy Surveyor, and of hi. 
ha.ving received a lucrative consideration for his services as such, does 
not dissolve or constitutionally affect his eonnection with this body. 
If the office in question were an office of this State, and had, been created 
by the General Assembly since his eleetion, and had beeD eoBferred upon 
him in any way other than by an< election by the people, then it would ne
ceessarily follow that he could not hold ii,being ineligible to do so duriDg 
~e time for which he was elected, aecording to the 218t section of the 
4th article of the constitution, by virtue of his being a member of thi& 
1kicI1j and his acts as Deputy Surveyor would be void; while his rights 
and privileges as a member of theGeneral A88emblywoultl remain un
idip8ir'ed, ui\leu !Other causes of disquali1ica.tion were shown 'to exist. 
i;~d'.ectionor the 4th article of the, consti~ioU having reference 
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only to the eligilMlity of members, orqtMZliJi«dimY for eiedion, your 
oemmittee are conclusiVf:ly of the opinion that it is not applicable to the 
cue of Dr. Davis,1I.e having been constitutionally and legally elected, 
and admitted to a seat on this floor. 

In view of thIS foregoing facts your eommittee beg leave to lubmit 
the following reaolution : 

Resolved, That the Hon. James Davis, Senator from the district com
posed of the counties of Wapello and Monroe, is constitutionally and 
legally entitled to his leat in this body. 

After which Mr. Springer made a minority report as follows: 

The select committee appointed by the Senate, to inquire into the 
right of the Hon. James Davis to a seat therein, under the following 
resolution: 

W HEll~A.8, it has been represented that the. seat of the former mem
ber of the Senate from the counties of Wapello and Monroe, has, since 
the adjournment of the General Assembly in Fehruary last, become 
vacant by the resignation of that gentleman and his removal from hi, 
district, therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of three members be appointed, with 
power to send for persons and papers, to investigate the facts of the case " 
ad report to the Senate at an early day. 

Beg leave to report that they nave attended to the duty assigr.ed them, 
and herewith submit to the Senate the e"idence taken in the case, which 
is as follows: 

JESSE BoWEN, sworn. 
Question I.-Are you acquainted with the Hon. James Davis, the 

sitting member of the senate from the counties of Wapello and Mon
roeP 

Answer-I am. 
Question 2.-Do you kftOW any thing in relation to the resignation 

of hi. seat in the SeDate ofIowa, since the adjournment ofthe General 
ASlltlmbly in February last, or of his having removed from his district 
since that time P-if so, please state all the information in your posses
sion, whether derived from the sitting member himself or any other 
source·P· 

Answer-I heard Dr. Davis say sinee the-adjournment of the legis
lature last winter, that he had resigned his seat in the legislature, and 
that he was not going to come back here again. Since the commence
ment of this aeSBion I heard Dr. Davia lay that he resigned his seat as 

6 
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Senator;,before ,he left here lut winter and JJ.liIlded it to • Senator-i 
,think it was SenatOr .Bradley,ul1t ~t he,had understood ,that it hall 
been withheld from, the Gov~nor., During the' present session I in.
qu~red of Dr. Davis if he hadremovf)d from his district, he r.epLied,that 
he had not-that his wife .resided in Lee county with her uoole, and 
that he himself had not resided in Lee county morf) than ten days since 
the adjournlDoot of-the legililature, but had:been absent on a lturiVe.y:ing 
oontractpart..of the season. 

Question 3.-Do you kuow whetb.er'theHon. James Davis has ac--, 

cepted, since the adjour;nment iJl February last, any office, either under 
this State or al)y other power? .If so, please $tate the particulars. 

Auswer-I heard Dr. Davis l!aY that he had received a oontractof 
lIurveyiug of public lands, upon which he supposed he ,would realize 

'8lx or seven hundred dollars . 

• GEORGE W. JONES, I!worn. 
·Question I.-Are you Surveyor General or.'the Uriited 'States Go-. 

vermneut; for the State of Iowa and the Territory of Wisconsin? 
Answer-I am. 
Question 2.-What are the attributes attached to the, office or appoint

ment of Deputy Surv.eyor.? 
Answer_He is to be acquainted thepreticallf,and .practically with: 

the science of surveying-capable of writing a legible hand, and of un
dersta.·,ding the instructions of the,liIurveyor General. 

Question 3.-Is it required Qf a Deputy Surveyor to enter into.bonda 
and take an oath of office? 

Answer-It is. 
Question 4.-Has a Deputy' Surveyor authority to ;uiqJinisteroaths 

in certain cases? 
Answer-He has, by law •. 
Question 5.-Have you at any time appointed the. Hon. James Da

vis to that office. If so, please state-the time when,. the extent of the 
,appointment or the amount of duties he had:to .per£<u-m, .a~d the eIQ91u-
ments attached thereto.?, ' , 

.Allswer-l. did, during the past summer, -in complianoe ·witha .pro
mise made 80m,e two or ,thEee years ag~. His contraC,t e~b;raced :the 
lubdi\·ision of six .townships, at between $2 50 and $3 00 per,mile. 

Question 6.-Has Mr. Davisacoepted the app9in~eJrt IUld p!lrfofm
cd th!l dutieil thereQf,? 

.A.IlSwer-He hal .ac~pted.the appointJpnt, ',aut hal not yet "uack 
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his returns to my offioe, though I· ~"pecr to receive them to day or to
morrow. 

J ESSE·B. BROWNE, sworn. 
Question I.-Are you acquainted with the Hon.·Jamel Da"ja, the 

litting member of the Senate ,from the counties of Wapello and Mon
ne? 
Answer~1 am. 
Question 2.-Do you knowaqy thing in relation to the resignation 

of his seat in the Senate of Iowa, since the adjournment of the General 
Assembly in February last, or of his having removed from his district 
since that time? If so,'please state all the information in your posses
lessioR, . whether derived. from the sitting member himself or· any other 
leurce. 

Answer-Some time in·the'month of July last Dr. Davis told me in 
·the county of ' Wapello that he had resigned and ifltended to remove to 
Keokuk in ten days, to locate permanently. I subsequently saw him 
and his family in Keokuk, when he iltated to me that he hlfd removed 
to Keokuk to locate permanently, and that the future.prospects of the 
place had induced him to do so~ , 

W.· H. W ALLAM, swortl. 
Question I.-Are you acquainted with the Hon. James Davis, tlie 

littingmelnber-of -the ~enate from the counties of Wapello and Mon
roe? 

·Answ-er-Illm. 
Question 2.-Do you know any thing 'in relation to the resignation 

of his seat in the Senate of Iowa since the adjournment oftbe General 
Assemhly in February last, or o(his having removed from his district 
since that time? If so, please state all the information in your posses
sion, whether derived from the sitting member himself, or any oilier 
source. 
Answer~At AgenQY City in July last he (Dr. Davis) informed me 

that he had resigned his seat in the Senak-that he handed his letter 
of resignation to the-Governor, wuo threw it back to him and laughing
ly rem~ked that ,he did not allow democratic members to resign-that 
he afterwards gave or sent the communication to Mr. Bradley with in
structions to. !give it to the Governor-he (witness) did not know 
whether theiGf)vernor had received it or not. Of the second part of 
the question I know nothing, only from rumor. 

HA WKINS TAYLOR, IIworn. 
Question I.-Are you acquainted with ,the Hon.. James Davis, the 
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sitting tnemberof the Senate· troDl the counties of Wapello and Mon
roe P 

Answer-I am. 
Question 2.-Do you know any thing in relation to tht:' resignation. 

of his seat in the Senate of Iowa since the adjournment of the General 
Assembly in February last, or of his having removed from his district 
since that time P If so, please state all the information in your posses· 
sion, whether derived from the sitting member himself, or any other 
source. 

Answer--I met Dr. Davis in Keokuk about the time the Governor iSlu· 
ed his procllmation to convene the GeneralAssemhlY. After some cog. 

versation about the meeting of the legislature, he informed me that he had 
determined last winter not to return to the legislature, and so informedhil 
friends-that he had resolved upon removing to Keokuk,and accordingly 

, that he had resigned and sent his resignation off, but what had become of it 
he did not know-that he had been told that it had not been received, I 
think, by the Governor-that in accordance with his determination he had 
removed to Keokuk, and that he did not pretend to disguise the fact from 
any body that he had,become a citizen of Keokuk-that he had deter
mined not to take his .seat, but as he came down from his surveying 
contract he had conversed with a number of the people of Wapello 
county and that they had all advised him to take his seat-that if he did 
not, it was too late to order an elec:tion and the county would have to 
go unrepresented j he stated that he did not believe that our constitu
tion required a member to reside in his district. 

P. B. BRADLEY, SWOl'D. 

Question I.-Are you acquainted with the Hon. James Davis, the 
sitting member of the Senate from the counties of Wapello and Monroe? 

Answer-I am. 
Question 2.-Do you know any thing in relation to the resignation 

of his seat in the Senate of Iowa since the adjournment of the General 
Assembly in February last, or of his having removed fr~m his district 
since that time? If so, please state all the information in your po~ses
sion, whether derived from the sitting member himself, or any other 
source. 

Answer-I law Dr. Davis in Iowa City at the Democ~c-'State COD
vention in JUDe last-he, handed me a letter addressed teih~ Governor 
which I think he stated was his resignation, remarking at the-tlame time 
that he had contemplated removing to Lee county, and desired that a 

l new election abould ,be ordered; in 'case .h" should do so. I replied to 
i . .' 
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him that I would take the letter and deliver it to the Governor wheR
ever I received word from him assuring me that he had r"moved; not 
having been advis8d of hi. removal I did not and have not yet delivered 
it to the Governor. . I 

QuestiOD a.-Do you know whether Dr. Davil ever tendered his re
signation in person to the Governor? 

Answer_I do not know that. he did, but my impression is·that he 
would have done it.in about three minutes if I had not taken it. 

Question 4.-Are YQu the private secretary of the Governor, or beeD 
in the habit of acting in that capacity? 

Anlwer-I am not, nor have not been in the habit of so acting. 
CHAaLIES COalitEaV, sworn. 

• Question I.-Are you acquainted with the Hon. James Davis, the 
sitting member of the Senate from the counties of Wapello and Mon-
roe? 

Answer-I am. 
Question 2.-Do you know any thing in relation to the resignation 

of his seat in the Senate of Iowa since the adjournment of the General 
Assembly in February last, or of his having removed from his district 
since that time? If 10, please state all the information in your posses
sion, whether derived from the sitting member himself, or any other 
source. 

Answer-I had a conversation with Dr. Davis in December last at 
Keokuk relative to his removal, but do not remember distinctly wheth
er he stated that he had removed or intended to remove-he stated to 
me that he had s.ent his r~signation to the Governor by Mr. Bradley. 

W ILLIAII J. COCHRAN, sworn. 
Question I.-Are you acquainted with tae Hon. James Davis, the 

sitting member of the Senate from the counties of Wapello and Mon
roe? 

Answer-I am. 
Question 2.-Do you know any thing in relation to the resignation 

of his seat in the Senate of Iowa since the adjournment of the General 
Assembly in February .1ast,.or of hi!! having removed fr~m·hisdistrict 

. since that time? If &0, please state all the information in your posses-
sion, whether derived from the sitting member himself, or any other 
source. 
An8wer~On the Wednesday or Thursday morning next. previous to . 

the meeting of the present session of the General Assembly, Mr; Da
v~s atDpped at'my door when and. where we h~d a convenatiOD:in ole-j 
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latidn to-.tne called session about to.take place. . Mi. Davii reDunud 
to me in, substance thltt he had resigned his seat in June last in tile 
Senate of the State-he held out to. me the idea that he had .fairly aban
doned his right to a seat in tht: Senate, and held out the. idca that 'he 
pt:rsisted in such abandonment .. Said lie, our demoeratic.Gavernor.don't 
tt>ceive democratic resignations, but that he was goiBg up to see. what 
the'fellows wanted to. do with. him. I think that wastbe very language. 
He told me that he. had removed and now lived. here-we being >in 
Keokuk.. . 

The committee are agreed in the correctness ·of the. foregoing report 
of the evidence. The'Ulldersigned, however, r.egrets to say that it is. 
his misfortune to differ from his associateit' in the conclusions to which 
the evidence leads. In his opinion three things are established by tpe 
l.estimany reported the. Senatey namely,r.esignation, acceptance of a lu
crative office, and removal from the district which that gentleman for
merly represented; either of which, in the judgment of:he undersigned, 
amounts to'8 disqualification 'of membership. These acts will be con
aidered in the order in which they appear to have been committed •. 

lst.-Resignation. It is observable that our constitution and laws 
are both silcnt on the form of a resignation of membership, or the man
ner in which it shall be made. ReSIgnations are in pl'c.ctice UsuaHy 
made in writing, and it would seem to be immaterial in the case of the 
resignation of memberr. of tire Gcneral Assembly, whetht>r:they be ad
dre~sed direclly to the Governor by the resigning'member, or the offi
(!cr who issued the certificate of. election, and the fact communicated 
by him to the executive. III this case the evidence shows ,the resigna
tion to have been made to the Governor. See the. testimony of Mr .. 
WalInCC'. Of the abstract right of a member to resign his saat, it is 
presumed there can. be no question, ,vhatever influences may have been 
brought to' bear against the practical exercise of this right in the State 
fIIf Iowa; and it would be novel doctrine to say tha,t the executive has 
any discretion in the matt.er, .or any control over the resignation of mem
bers. It is not for him to accept or to reCuse to accept the resignatio~ 
of a member. When vacancies happen and he is advised thereof, it is 
made his duty by the constitution to issue writa (If election to fill them. 
See .article 4, section 13. How stands the case here P The resigna
tion appears to have been deliberately made in writing, and aceording 
to the t.esiimony of one witness (\lr. Wallace) handed directly to the 
Governor, and according to the testimony of another witnen (Mr. Cor
kerr) it was sent to the Governor. That he intended it as a res ira-
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cion, and cODSidered·it a relignation,.ill obvieuS' from his repeated decla
rations that he had resigned. [See testimony of Messrs. Browne, 'Iay
lor, and Cochran • .] The qlleslion naturally arises here-what amounts to 
a resignation, or. when is the act completlll.? and it may be fairlyanswer
ed by liiaying, tkat. to intend to rcsign,.to. reduce that intention to wri
ting, an.d to send iUo .itll. destination, amounts to a resignabon,.and com
pletes the act. When the authority. delegated is once. surrpnder.ed it 
will not be contended by anyone that it can be rellumcd at. pleasure. 
Nothing _ but the power of the people of the.- district of a member. who 
has resigned his seat, can reinvest. him with the functions of a repre
lentativ-e.-

2nd-Acceptance ora lucrative-office. The 6ORstituiion, article 4, 
.ection~22,_ reads -as follows: 

"No· person holding any lucrativ.e office under ilie United States, or 
this State, or any other power, shall be eligible to the General Assem
bly : Pr(Wided, That offioes in the militia, to which there is attached 

. no annual salary, or the office of justice of the peace, or post mast en 
whose annual salary does not exceed· one hundred dollars per annum, 
5hall not be deemed lucrative.:' ' . 

The-evidence shows that since the adjournment of the General As
sembly: in February' last the sittmgmemher has been appointed by the 
Surveyor General of the United States f~r Iow~ and Wisconsin to-the 
office of Deputy Surveyor-that he' accepted the appointment, qualified 
and has been engaged in discharging the duties of said appointment. 
Is the appointment an office in the sense of the constitution? What is 
an office? Webster defines it to be "a particular duty, oharge or trust 
conferred by public authority and for a public purpose; an employment 
undertaken b;y commisswn or authority from government or those who 
administer it." Does the office of deputy surveyor come witlfin 
this definitwn? What are itll attributes? The appointee ill required 
to take an oath of) office, enter into bond, is invested with authority by 
law, and entitled to compensation. It is an office created by law, and 
known to the law, just as much as that of deputy P03t master, which is 
e~preSlily recognized in the clause of" the constitution quoted, as an 
office---just as much as the office of deputy sheriff, and much more than 
-the appointment of a special depu.ty sheriff, which has been deemed by 
the highest tribunal of the Territory of Iowa to be an offio.e. - J;s it Ill. 
crative? If the oonstitution declares what cfficcs ,hall not b~ deemed 
lucrative, does it not follow that all ~er8 Bh.ould be deeme<l s.? The 
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. testimony of Dr. Bowen and Gell~ Jones ia luftlcient to remove all cJ..ubt 
upon this poi¢. 

ard--Removal from hi. district. Ha. he ,removed P Hi. acta and 
declarations would seem to establish this fact beyond dispute. Would 
the act of removing from his district vacate his seat P Thil question 
iavolves a principle interwoven infli6 texture of our free institutiona, 
aad which se6ms eminently to distinguish them from the genius of other 
governments. What is the undertaking of a repretlentative, but to re
flect the will and wish6sof his district, local as well as general. How 
(:an he be supposed to know what that will and those wishes are un
less he is a resment of the district he represents, unless he is anIon~, 
of, and a part of the people of that his district. It is the principle of resi
dent representation which gives vitality to our system of government, 
and rend81'S it estimable to the people-and strange indeed. would it be if a 
principle so excellent in itself and so conducive to their welfare were not 
found incol'porated in our constitution. It is there found in all its force. 
What are the qualifications of members of the General Assembly as pre
scribed by the constitution? Sections 3, 4. and 5, of article IV, read 
as follows: 

"3. The members of the House of Representatives shan be chosen 
every second year, by the qualifie,d electors of their respective districts, 
on the first Monday in August, whose term of office shall continue two 
years from the day of the general election. 

"4. No person shall be a member of the House of Representatives 
who shall not have attained the age of twenty-one years; be a free 
white male citizen of the United States, and have been an inhabitant of 
this State or Territory one year Bext preceding his elec"tion ; and at the 
time of his election, have an actual residence of thirty days in the coun
ty or district he may be chosen to represent. 

"5. Senators shall be chosen for the term of four ye;l.f8, at the same , 
time and place as Representatives j they shall be twenty-five years of 
age,· and possess the qualifications 9f Representatives as to resi4encc 
and citizenship." 

In these lections the principle is expressly embodied, and it would 
be a poor reply to the position here assumed, to say that these qualifi
cations apply only ·to candidates j to eligibility to be elected in the first 

_ instance.. It'may be asked with great force, does the constitution any 
where dispense with those_qu~lifications, oreithel' of 'hem P Not at all; 
they a.ref\lOn$inuing qu&lifieations. Why h9w absurd tD s.y that what is 
a necessary qualification to be elected to membership, is not necessary 
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te continue that membership. Are leIS qualification. required in a 
I'epresentative than in a voter P If a member may remove from one 
~istrict to another without vacating his seat, so by the same rule he 
,might remove from the State and not forfeit hiB, leat-or go to New 
Brunswick, "wear allegiance to Queen Victoria, be elected a member 

:'Of the provincial parliament, serve during a lummer session, and have 
-a perfect right to oome back to Iowa and take his seat in the Senate. 
'To this result the doctrine contended for leads. Again, if only previous 
oand not constant residence be meant, what is there to hinder one half of 
'the members of tht: Generd Assembly from being residents of the town 
.,f Keokuk P On the ~ve of the next general election let that town send 
wome score of candidates into the various districts of' this Sta';e in time 
to secure a previous r&idence of thirty days, become elected, iind the 
next day after they obtain their certificates of election, return to Keo
kuk, fortified with passports to se~ts in the General Assembly whose 
legislation they would be strong enough to control; and what is to pre
vent them from taking their seats and keeping their seats under the 
'Construction contended for-thus directly disfranchising one half of the 
-.electoral districts of the State. It would seem to be a mockery of all 
that is serious in an organic law to require residence as an essential 
'qualification to be elected, if this qualification could be dispensed with 
the next day after the election. The truth is the langl,lage of the con
lIItitution will bear no such construction. Its obvious import and com
mon sense meaning are just the reverse-ilnd this p~ain view of the 
fiubject is supported by analogy drawn from other offices. Could a' 
justice of the peace, or a sheriff, exercise the functions of his office 
after removal from his district? Going higher in the grade of office, 
could the GGvernor, or one of our representative!!! in Congress, continue 
t9 exercise· constitutionally the duties of his office after removal irom 
the State P These questions answer themselves.' , 

One observation more on another point. It has beenl!aid that to de
clare a,. seat vacant is tantamount to an expulsion and-would require a 
vote of two-thirds of the members of the Senate. There is conceived 
to be a broad distinction between the expulsion of a member and the 
act of dealaring his seat vacant; the one implies the commission of 3n 

offence, the other the voluntary exercise of a right which every free
IRan is supposed to !!OsseS!! of doing certain acts which amount to a for
{eitu .. e, abandonment, or vacation of h~ scat; such as resignation, the 
acceptance of incompatible offices, or removal from. his district. We 
do not lSeek to·expel the former Senator from Wapello and Monroe, be-
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cause we claim that his. seat is vacant by the operation of tJae coastitu~ 
non upon his own acts, voluntarily committed, and which uw.olve no 
crime (lr offence. 

The undersigned therefore p1:esents for the action of the Septe the 
following resolution:. . 

Resolved, That the seat of the former member of this body from the 
counties. of Wapello and. Monr.oe is hereby declared vacant. 

All which is. respectfully submitted, 
FRANCIS SPRINGER, Chairman • 

. On motion, 
Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M •• 

TWO O'CLOCK, P •. M: 

The question being upon concurring in the report of the commit-. 
tee; 

The yeas and nays being requested; were ordered, and were as fol
low: 

Y EAs-Mcsars. Baker, Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford, Harbour,.. 
Howel, Hune., Selman, Whitaker, and Mr. President-H. 

NAys-Messrs. Browning, Fullinwider, Jay, Sanford,. Springer. 
Sprott, and Wheeler-7. 

So the revort of the committee was concurred in. 
Message from the- HOllse of Representatives, by Mr •. Parmer, their 

assistant clerk: 
.Mr. President-

I am directed to inform 14e Senate that the House have passed, 
H. R. filc, No. 19, An act to amend an act entitled an act to divide 

the State into two congressional districts; 
H. R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act amendatory or an act entitled an 

act to divide the State into judicial districts; 
H. R. file, No. 15, An act to authorize the Mississip'pi Rapid& Rail 

Road Company to acquire the right of way; 
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H. R. file, No.8, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled an act 
regulating practice in the district courts of the Territory of Iowa, a,.. 
proved February 10th, 1843; and 

H. R. file, No. 23, An· act amendatory of an act entitled an act to 
layout and establish a state road from lowaville, in Van Buren county, 
to Lancaster, in Keokuk county, by the way. of Creaseville, in Jeffer
Ion county. 

In which they ask the oonounence of the Senate~ 
I herewith return to you, 

Senate file, No.1, A bill re-organizing the Supreme Court. 
The same having pall sed the House of Representativel witholilt 

amendment. 
The President laid before the Senate a communicatioD. frOm the Se

oretary of State, in. accordance with a resolution of yesterday, trana
mitting the report of the Commissioners appointed to re-locate the Seat 
of Government •. 

On motion of Mr. Browning. 
The reading was dispensed with, and said report wa. 

Referred to the cemmitteeon Public Buildings. 
Senate file, No.7, An act to organize the township of Lake Prairie, 

Was read a third time, and 
The question being upon the passage of the said bill; 
The yeas and nays being requested,. were ordered,. and. were as fol

low: 
YEAS-"'essn. Baker,. Benton; Bissell, Browning, Davia, Fullen-. 

wider; Harbour, Howel, Jay,.Selman, Sanford, Splinger,. Wheeler,. 
Whitaker, and Mr. President-15. 

NA. ys-Messrs. Crawford, Huner,and Sprott--3. 
So said bill was passed and title agreed to. 

Mr. Davis, with leave obtained, introduced' 
Senate file, No. 15, A bill to amend an act entitled an. act to autho •. 

rize gerreral incorporationt. . 
Which was read a first and se.ond time, and' 

On.his motion, 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary •. 
Senate file, No. 10, An act in relation to deeds-, 
Was taken from.the table, read a third time, passed; and title agreed 

to •. 
Mr. Davis, with leave obtained, introduced the following resolution: 
Relolved, That the committee on Internal Improvements be iDsttulil-

f 
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ted to inquire into the expediency of amending an act entitled an act 
creating a Board of Public Works, and providing for the improvement 
of the· Des Moines river, so as to authorize the Board of Public Works, 
at their discretion, to oommence the improv.ement of the De. Moines 
river at a point above the intersection of the northern boundary of Mis
souri with said river; and furthermore to authorize said Board to con
struct a rail road or canal, from the point aforesaid, to a point on the 
Mississippi river: provided, it shall be found that the cost of improving 
said river from the first named point to its mouth, by locks and dams, 
will greatly exceed the cost of said rail road or canal: or provided, that. 
the interest of the State in the improvement of the Des Moines river 
will be enhanced by the construction of a rail road or canal: provided 
also, that, if necessary, the consent of Congress to the proposed change 
in the character of the work be first obtained, and the committee have 
leave to report by bill· or otherwise. 

Which was, 
On motion of Mr. Fullinwider, 

Laid on th~ table. 
Senate file, No. 13, An aot in relation to the duties of collectors of 

State revenue, 
Was taken from the table and read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
The first blank in said bill was filled by inserting $5 00; and the 

second by inserting ten cents per mile. 
The question being upon the passage of the bill. 

The yeas and nays were called for. and being ordered, were as fol
low: 

YEAs-Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Davis, Fullinwider, Howel, and. 
Mr. President-6. . 

NAys-Messrs. Baker, Harbour, Huner, Jay, Selman, Sanford, 
Springer, Sprott, and Whitaker-9. 

So the question was decided in the negative. 
H. R. file, No.7, A bill for an act supplemental to an act creating a 

, Board of Public Works, and providing for the improvement DC the Des 
. Moines river, approved January 24, 1847. 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

Referred to the committee on Internal Improvements, with instruc
tions to report to.morrow morning. • 
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H. R. file, No. 18, A l»11 for an act to loeate the seat of justice of 
Davis county, 

Was read a first and second time, and . 
On motion of Mr. Selman, 

Referred to a select committee, with instructions to report to-morrow 
morning ; 

Messrs. Selman, Whitaker, and Sanford, were appointed said com
mittee. 

H. R. file, No.8, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled an act 
regulating practice in the District Courts of the Territory of Iowa, ap
proved February 10th, 1843, 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion oC"Mr. Bradley, 

Said bill was ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

H. R. file, No. 15, An act to authorize the Mississippi Rapids Rail· 
Road Company to acquire a right of way, 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Browning, 

Said bill was made the special order of the day for to-morrow after
noon. 

Mr. Davis, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 16, A bill for an act to provide for the election of 

Representatives to Congress. 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
Referred to a select comrrtittee, and 
Messrs. Springer, Baker, and Davis, were appointed said commit

tee.' 
H. R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act amendatory to an act entitled an 

act to divide the State into judicial districts, 
Was read a first and stlcond time, and 

On motion of Mr~ Hughes, 
Mr. Bradley having been called to the chair, 
Said bill was ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 19, An act to ameud an act entitled an act to divide 

the State into two congressional districts, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Springer, 
Said bill was laid upon the table and made subject to the order of the 

Senate for to-morrow afternoon. 
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H. R. file, No. 23, An act amendatory to an act entitled an "acttohy 
out and establish a State road from Iowaville, in Van Buren county, to 
Lancaster in Keokuk county, via Creaseville, in Je1rerson county, 

Was r!illd a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Whitaker, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, the bill read II. third time, pas
led, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Springer moved a re-consideration of th~ vote taken yesterday 
on 

H. R. file, No. 10, AbUl for an act for the .. elief gf H. H. Hendrix 
and Edward Pedigo, 
" Which was agreed to, and 

On his motion, 
Said bill was laid on the table and made subject to the further order 

of the Senate. 
Mr. Whitaker, from the committee on Roads, introduced 

Senate file, No. 17, An act for a State road from Eddyville, in Wa
pello county, to Conncil Bluffs. 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Davis, 

Said bill was laid on the table. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

FRIDAY MORNING, JUfl1ARY 14, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Springer presented the petition of James Sterling and twelltr 

other citizens of Louisa county, praying a review of the State road from 
Walling's Landing to Columbus City. 

Which was, 
On his motion, 

Referred to a select committee, and 
I " ,~,Springer, Jay, and Whitaker, were appointed said commit-
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'TheP'resident IBid before the Senate a memorial of the Iowa Prison 
. Discipline and Anti"Capital Punishinent Society, praying sume imme
diate action of the legislature in relation to the State Penitentiary. 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, -
Said memorial was referred to the committea on Public Buildings. 

Mr. Whitaker, with leave obtained, introduced 
Senateile, No.6, Joint resolution relative to United States District 

Court room, 
Which was read a first and second time, anel 

On motion of Mr. Springer, 
Said, jeint resolution was laid upon the table and made lubject to the 

Qrder of the Senate. 

Mr. Selman presented the petition of 10hB N. Dunbar and five hun
dred and ninety-nille other citizen~ 'of. Davis county, praying the relo
oation of the coull.ty 8eat of Davis county; -together with the remon
stance of W m. Hoskins and six hundred aud twenty-nine other citizens 
of said county. 

Which were, . 
On his motion, 

Referred to the select committee to whem. was referred 
H. R. file, No. 18, All act to re-locate the seat of justice of Davis 

countr· 
Mr. Sanford offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That no person be permitted to smoke in the Senate Cham
ber during the time the Senate is in ses~ion. 

'Mr. Jay moved to amend by inlertiag after the word person, "or the 
atove in the lo~." 

,Which was agreed-to. 
The question being upon the adoption of the resolution. 

It was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Da.vi ... from the cOJllmittee on Internal Improvements., to whom 

was referred 
H. R. file., No. -7, A bill for an act supplemental to an act creating a 

Board of PubliC Works, and providing for the improvement of the Dea 
Moines river, ' 
. 'Repo~ the same back without amendment and recommended its 
passage. 

Mr. Harbour moved to amend .y striking out $2 00, in the third 
section, anel inserting $1 25. 

Lost. 
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On motion of Mr. Davis, 
The thirteenth rule wall suspended, said bill was read a third time~ 

passed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Bissell, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re

ferred 
Senate file, No. 15, An ac"t to amend an act entitled an aet to autho

rize general incorporatibns, 
Reported the same back with an amendment. , 

The question being upon concurriDg in the report of the commit
tee; 

It was decided in the 'affirmative. 
Said bill was read a third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 
Made the special order of the dar for to-morrow afternoon. 
Mr. Whitaker, from the standing committee on Engroised Bills,. 

having examined 
Senate file, No. 14, An act to amend the chaner of the city of Bur-

lington~ , 
Reported the same as correctly engrossed., 

Mr. Jay, from the select committee to whom was referred a resolu
tion relative to the eligibility o~ the sitting member of the Seate from -
Van Buren county, made the following-

REPo.RT: 

The select committee to whom was referred a resolution ~.lative to< 
the eligibility of a sitting member of the Senate frorn Van Burell county ~ 
have had the same under consideration and have instructed me to make 
the following,report to wit: 

That although they have ascertained by a com.lnnication from the 
General Land Office, dated J une 25tn~ and directed to James Harlan. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, that John \1. Whitaker was, OD 
the 18th of June, appointed Agent of the Treasury Department to make 
the selections for the purpose stated, under the act of Congress, app~1iI
ved 20th July, 1840. and by a subsequent communication tO,the Su
perintendent of Public Instruction it is ascertained that there are no 
provisions by which the said Mr. W. will reeeive any compensatioJl( 
from the said department for his services, and there being no law ill! 
this State by which any compensation can be made fv such services" 
your ~committee are therefore inclined to regard said apointment as aD 
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agency and not incompatible with the Hon. John M. Whitaker's hold
ing his seat as a member of the Senate. 

The question being on concurring in the report of the committee; 
It was decided in the affirmative. • 

Mr. Springer, from the select committee to whom was referred 
The petition of James Stirling and twevty other citizens of Louisa 

county, praying the review of the State road from Walling's Landing 
to Collimbus City, reported 

Senate file, No. 18, A bill to review part of the State road from Wal
ling's Landing to Columbus City. 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Spring.er, 

Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 8, An act to amend an act regulating practice in the 

District Court, 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 

H. R. file, No. 17, An act to amend an act entitled an act to divide 
the State into judicial districts, 

Was read a third time, and 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

Said bill was referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Harbour, Baker, and Springer, were appointed laid com

mittee. 
Mr. Davis, with leave obtained, offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on II.ternal Improvements be instruc
ted to report a bill to the Senate making it the duty of the Board of 
Public Works to cQnfine all appropriations on the improvement of the 
Des Moines river above the junction of the northern boundary of the 
State of Missouri and within the State of Iowa, until after the adjourn
ment of the next legislature of this State. 

On"1llotion of Mr. Harbour, 
Said resolution WI\S laid on th~ table. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. lII. 

8 

/ 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Parmer, their 
&IIsistant clerk: 

Nr. President-
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House have passed, 

iI. R. file, No.6, Joint resolution relative to a "gI'ant of land from 
.Congress; 

H. R. file, No.5, Joint resolution relativtl to' claim of Amos Ladd; 
H. R. file, No. 21, A bill for anacttoauthorize John Brophy to keep 

a ferry across the Missouri river'; . 
H. R. file, No. 20, All act to authorize Adam Hine, his heirs and 

',assigns, to establish and keep a ferry across the Missislippi river at the 
city of Keokuk, in Lee county; • 

·H. R. file, No. 14, A bill fixing the times and places of holding the 
Dijtrict courts in the first judicial district; 

H. R. file, No. 26, A bill for an act to relocate apart of the agency 
road in Des Moines county; 

In all of which the concurrence·of the "Semite is requested. 
I herewith return, 

Senate file,., No.8, An act to authorize and empower the Board of 
County Commissioners of V nn 'Buren county to sell and convey lots in 
the town of Portland in said county; also, 

A memorial to Congress for a donation of land to aid in the constru~ 
nOll of a rail road from Dubuque to Keokuk, in the. State of Iowa; 

The same having passed the House without amendment. 
'Senate file, No. 14, An act to amend the charter of i'he city of Bur-

lington, . 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 

H. R. file, No. 15, An act to authol'ixe the Milisissippi Rapids Rail 
Road Company to acquire the right of way, 

Being the special order of the day, 
The Seuate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. BiBsel 

in the chair, and 
After some time spent therein, 

The committee rose, and by their chairman reported the same back 
~ut amendment. 
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Oft motion of Mr. Harbour, 
"Said bill was ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

Mr. Harbour, from the select committee, to whom was refer.red 
H. R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act amendatory of an act entitled an 

;ect to divide the State into judicial districts, 
Reported the same back with amendments j and 

The question being upon concurring in the report of the committee; 
It wall decided in the affirmative. 

Said bill was read a third time, and 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

Laid upon the table subject to the ordel' of the Senate. 
H. R. file, No. 19, An act to amend an act entitled an act to divide 

the Statp into two Congressional districts, 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to 

Mr. Springer, from the select committee, to whom was refet:red 
A bill for an act to provide for the election of Rilpresentatives to 

Congress, 
, Reported Qack a substitute. 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion, , 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, the bill read a third time, passed 

,and title agreed to. 
Mr. Benton, with leave obtained, introduced 

Senate file, No. 19, An act supplemental and amendatory to an aet 
.entitled an act for the organization of townships. 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pas-
.ed, and title agreed to. ' 

H. R. file, No'; 5, Joint resobtion relative to the claim of Amos 
Ladd. 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Davis, 

Referred to the committee on Claims. 
H. R. file, No. 21, A bill for an act to authorize John Brophy to keep 

a ferry across the Missouri river at Council Bluffs, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, laid bill read a third time, pas • 

• ed, and title agreed to. tJJr 

Digitized by Google 



60 JOURNAL OF 

H. R. file, No. 20, A bill to authorize Adam Hine, to keep a ferry 
crossing the Mississippi river at the city of Keokuk, 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On',motion of Mr. Sprott, 

Referred to the committee on Incorporations. 
H. R. file, 'No. 14, An act fixing the time and place of holding courts. 

in the first judicial district, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sprott, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 26, An act to locate certain roads therein named, 

Was read a first and second time. 
Mr. Browning moved to amend the last section by adding, "~t the> 

same be published in the Burlington Gazette ~nd Hawkeye." 
Agreed to. , 

M~. Springer, on leave obtained, offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on Military Affairs be instructed too 

inquire into the expediency of requiring by law a list of all 'persons
subject to military duty to be made by the several county assesliors and.. 
reported to the Governor. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 

SATURDAY MORNING, JANUAllY 15, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjourmnent. 
Mr. Jay presented a memorial to Congress asking a division of the 

United States District Court for the District of Iowa. 
Mr. Baker moved to lay, said memorial on the table. 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr. BiliselI, 
Said memorial was indefinitely postponed. 
Mr. Selman presented the petition of John David and one hundred 

and twenty-one other citizens of the State of Iowa, praying the repeal 
of the law of the last session providing for the relocation of the leat of 
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~vernment for the State of Iowa; and gave notice that he would on 
Monday next, introduce a bill in accordance with the prayer of' the pe
titioners. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, 
Said petition was referred to the committee on Public Buildings. 

Mr. Bissell, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
Senate file, No. 12, An act to legalize the acta of school officers, 
Reported the same back without amendment, and recommended its 

reference to the committee on Schools. 
The question being upon concurring in the report of the committee, 

It was decided in the negative. Q>. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, 
Said bill was referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Baker, Springer, and Browning, were appointed said com

mittee. 
On motion of Mr. ,Davis, 

The resolution requesting the committee on Internal Improvements 
to report a bill to confine operations on the improvement of the Des 
Moines river above the junction of the Missouri boundary, till the ad
journment of the next session of the General Assembly. 

Wal taken from the table, and 
The question being upon the adoption of the resolut~on, 

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were as fol
low: 

YEAs-Messrs. Baker, Bissell, Davis, Harbour, Howel, Selman, 
Sprott, Whitaker, and Mr. President-9. 

NAys-Messrs. Benton, Bradley, Browning, Crawford, Fullinwider, 
Huner, Jay, Sanford, Springer, and Wheeler-10. 

So said resolution was not adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 
H. R. file, No. 17, An act to amend an act entitled an act to divide 

the State into judicial districts, 
Was.read a third time, passed, and title agreed tQ. 

Senate file, No.6, Joint resolution relative to U. S. District Court 
room, 

Was taken from the table. 
Mr. Springer moved to amend by striking the word "permanentJy,~' 

and iD8ertiag "until otherwise ordered." 
. Agreed to • 

. On JIlotion of Mr. Baker, 
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The thirt.eenth rule was suspended, said joinhesoliltion.read a thil'Cl' 
time, passed, and title agreed to. ' 

Mr. Sanford, on leave ob:ained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 20, An act to amend. an act in relation to milla aDd. 

millers. 
Which was-read a first and secoRd time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, 
The thirteenth rule was sUlLpend~ said bill read·a th.ird time,..paa

sed, arid title agreed to. 
'On motion of Mr •. Harbour,. 

~. R. file, No. 10, An act for the. relief of H. H. Hendrix and Ed
ward Pedigo, 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.. 
H. R. file,. No. 15,.An act.to authorize the. Mississippi Rapids Rail 

Road company to acquire a right of way, 
Was read a third time,.passed, and title agreed to. 

On motion, 
The. Senate ~journed till 10 o'clock Monday morning •. 

MONDAY MORNING, JAJft1nv 17; 1848~ 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; . 
Mr. Benton presented the petition of Henry Smith, and twenty oth-er 

journeyman carpenters and laborers; praying the passage of a law pro
viding for the security of their wages •. 

Which' was-, 
On. his motion, 

Referred to a select committee, and' 
~essrs. Benton, Crawford, and Sanford; were· appointed laid com-

mittee. • 
Mr. Whitaker presented the petition of James Shepherd, and forty

five other citizens of the city of Keosauqult, praying the repeal of the 
16th section of an act to inc~rporate the city of Keosauqua, apprond 
Feb. 17th, 1842, and the 6th section of an act to amend an act entitled 
an act to incorpotate the ci!! of Keosauqua, approved Feb. 10th, 1843h 

~ . 
-
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Which was, 
On his. motion; 

Referred to the delegation from Van Buren county. 
Mr. Crawfordt.from the committee on Claims, to whom was-refer

red 
H. R. file, No.5,. Joint. resolution relative to the. claim, of Amos 

Ladd, .. 
Reported a substitute •. 

Which was read a first and second time, and" 
The questiQ1l being upon concurring in the report of the oommittee, 

It was decided in the. affirmative. 
On motion of Mr. Sprott, 

The thirteenth rule was suspendedJ said jQint resolution read a third 
~me,.,passed,,,and title agreed to. 

Mr. Benton, frpmthe committee on Schools, reported. 
Senate file, No. 20, A bin for an.act to establish a system of comlDOll 

lI.hools. 
On motion of Mr. Bissell, 

The reading was dispensed with, and the usual number of copies 
ordered to be printed for the use of the General Assembly; 

Senate file, No. 20, An. act to amend an act ill relation to mills.and 
millers, 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed ·to. 
Senate file, No. 18, A bill to review a part of the State road from 

W.alling's Landing to Colt1mbus City, 
W a~' read a third time, passed and title agreed. to •. 

Senate file, No. 15, A bill to amend an act to authorize generl!.lin-. 
eorporations, 

Being the special order of the day,. 
The Senate resolved itself into .committee of the whole, Mr. Bradley; 

in. the -chair, and 
After some time. spent therein,. 

The committee rose, and by their chairman reported the same baok 
with amendments •. 

The question being on concurring in the report of the committee;.. 
It was decided in the. affirmative.. ' 

On motion-of Mr. Be~ton, 
Said bill was referred, taa select committee,.and 
Messrs. Benton, Baker;. and, Springer,. were appointed, said OO~ 

mittee. 
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Mr. Howel} with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 21, An act to re-Iocate a State road therein named, 
Which was read a first and second tIme, and 

On his motion, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill1iead a third time, pas~ 

eeel, and title agreed to. 

Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Parmer, their 
assistant clerk: 

~ilfr. Presidenl-
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House have passed, 

H. R. file, No.4, Joint resolution relative to the appointment of an 
agent to carry out the provisions of an act relative to th~ Penitentiary, 
approved Febrnary 25th, 1847; 

H. R. file, No. 24, A bill for an act to repeal an act therein named; 
H. R. file, No.6, A bill for an act to provide for the appointment of 

commissioners to prepare a code of laws j -

H. R. file, No. 26, A bill for an act to amend an act establishing the 
prices of public printing. approved Feb. 2, 1843 ; 

H. R. file, No. 30, A bill for an act to compensate the agent em
ployed to select University lands for this State; 

H. R. file, No.8, Joint resolution for a mail route; 
H. R. file, No. 28, ~ bill for an act to amend an act entitled an act 

to incorporate the Dubuque Mining company, approved February 13, 
1843; and . 

H. R. file, No. 31, An act to organize tlftl county of Poweshiek and 
to provide for the location of the seat of justice thereof. . 

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
The House have also passed, 

A memorial to Congress for a donation of the site of Fort Atkinson. 
In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

Mr. Whitaker, from the delegation to whom was ~eferred the peti
tion of James Shepherd and sundry.other citizens of Keosauqua, re
ported 

Senate file, No. 25, An act to amend an act entitled an act to incor
porate the city of Keosauqua. 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, 

Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
H.·R. file, No.4, Joint resolution relative to the appointment of an 

-. 
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approved Feb. 25, 1847, 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On.motion of Mr. Hunor, 

Said joint resolution was referred to a select committee, and 
Hes .... a. Huner, Harbour, and Spcott, were sppointed said·.commit

tee. 
H. R. file, No. 24" A bill for all act to repeal aD act therein named; 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill was read a third time. 

passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 26, A bill f9l' an act to amend an act elifabllshWgth.e 

prices of public printing. approved Feb~ 2, 1843 ; 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 
Said bill was referred to the committee on Ways and Means, with 

inatructions to report to-morrow morning. 
H. R. file, No.6, A bill for an act to provide for the appointment of 

commisliioners to prepare a code of laws; 
'Vas read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Said bill was referred to the committee on the Judiciary, with in

structions to report day after 1o-morrow morning. 
H"R. file, No. 30, A bill for an act to compensate the agent e~

ployed to select University lands for this State; 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Bisllell, 
Referred to the committee on Ways and Means. 

H. R. file, No.8, Joint resolution providing for a mail rq,*, from 
Tipton, in Cedar couD:ty, via Pioneer Grove, to the cou~y .~~ of :Bea
ton county, 

Was read a first and second time 
Mr. Harbour moved to amend by striking out" the w9.-ds "Wr~x

cenency Governor Bri~," and inserting, "the Secretary. of~.!~ 
Agreed to.' . 

On motio. ot Mr. Davis, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, laid joint resolution r~ a~r4 

time, paSled, and iitle agreed to. ., 
H. R. file, No. 28, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled aD' act 

9 .. 
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to incorporate the DublU{ue Mining company, approved February 13'. 
1843, 

Was read read a first aDd second time, aDd 
On 'motion of Mr. Benton, 

Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Beuton, Baker, aDd Bissell, were appointed Baid committee~ 
H. R: file, No. 21, An aet to organize the county of Poweshiek aIld. 

to provide for the location of the seat of justice thereof. 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 
Referred to the oommittee on County Boundaries •. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. H •. 

TWO. O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr. Browning, with leave obtained, introduced 
. Senate file, No •. 7, Joint resolution relative to the seat of govern

ment. 
Which was read a first' and second time,. and 

On motion of Mr. Davis, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a third 

time, pa.'1sed, and title. agreed to •. 
Mr. Davis, with leave obtained, introduced 

Senate file, No., 22, An act to layout and establish a State road from, 
Edd'yville~ in> W ~pelto oounty, to Chariton Point. 

Whicb, w.as read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, • 

1he ~hirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a thi~d tiine, pas-. 
led; and b'tle agreed to. ' 

Mr. Sanford~ with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 23, An act supplemental and amendatory to an act 

entitled: an act to incorporate the city of Farmington.. . . 
Which was re.ad a titstand second time,. and. 

• , Ohhis'motion, ',' , . . 
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The thirteenth rule was &WIpended,. the bill read a third tUne,. passed: 
and title agreed to. 

Mr. Baker,. from the select committee, to whom was referred 
Senate file, NQ. 12, An· act legalizing the acts of persons exercising' 

and discharging the duties of school officers, 
Reported the same back. without amendment and recommende~ i~ 

passage. 
The question being upon, concurring in the report of the commit-· 

tee; 
The yeas and BaYs were requested,. and being ordered, were as fol·· 

low: 
Y.EAs-Mll-ssrs. Brow.ning,. Fullinwider, Jay,. Sanford, Springer to 

Sprott, and Wheeler-7. 
N A.Y8-Messrs. Baker,. Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford,. Davis,. 

Harbour, Howel,. Huner, Whitaker, and Mr. President-U. 
So the report was not concurred; in. 

Mr. Baker, from a minority of said committee, reported a substitute 
for Senate file, No. 12 .. 

Which was read a first and second tiine~ 
Mr. Bradley moved to lay on the table~ 
The yeas and nay. were called for,. and being ordered,. were as fol

fu,\¥: . 

Y BAs-Messrs. Baker,. Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford,. Davis,. 
Harbour, Howel, Huner, Sanford, Whitaker, and M·r. President-12 •. 

NA. ys-Messrs •. Browning, Fullinwider, Jay, Springer,. Sprott,. and 
Wheeler-6. 

So said substitute was laid on the table. 
A memorial to Congress. for a donation of the site of- Fon Atkinson. 
Was read a first and second time,. and. 

On motion' of Mr. Bradley,. 
The thirteenth rule was· suspeuded, &aid memorail ]lead a third time,. 

pueed, and title agr:eed to. 

Mr •. Springer,. with leave obtained,. introduced 
Senate file, No. 8, Preamble and jpint resolution' relatiu to a grant 

or-land on· Muscatine Island • 
. ' Which was read ~ first and second time, aDd 

On his motion,. 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, the joint resolution read a thitd. 

tiDre,. pallled, and title agreed to. . 
• Mr •. Springer, withleav.e obtained, mtroduced: . 
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Senate 1ile, No. 24, A bill to authorize A. W. Thompson to keep a 
ferry across the Mississippi river. 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, 

Ordered to be engro"Ssed and read a tllird time to-morrow. 
Mr. Springer, with leave obtained, offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on Ways and l\1eans be instruct~ to 

inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill requiring the Governor 
of the State to reside and keep his office at the seat of government of 
the State. , 

Which was adopted. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

TUESDAY MORNING,JuUAIlT 18, 1848. 

The Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Bissell, with leave obtained, introduced 

Senate file, No.9, Joint resolution relative to books in the library. 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, ,aid joint resolution read a third 

time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Baker, with leave obtained, introduced 

Senate file, No. 26, A bill for an act to attach the counties of Mari
on, Polk, Jasper, and Dallas, for the election of members of the Gene
ral Assembly. 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, 

The thirteenth rule was, suspe~ded, s~d bill read, a third time, pas
led, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Bissell, with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 27; An act to autho,rize N. B. Brown ~nd othen t. 

J'osurvey a part of ~e .town of ~ell ... ~p.ds. " 
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Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pas
.ed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Wc.ys and Means to whom 
.. as referred ' 

H. R. file, No. 26, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled an act 
~ establish the prices of public printi~g, approved Feb. 2d, 1847, 

Reported the same back without amendment and recommended its 
passage. 

On motion of Mr. Sprott, " 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pal

aed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Harbour, from the committee on County Boundaries, to whom 

was referred 
H. R. file, No. 31, A bill for an 'act to organize the county of Powe

.hiek, and establish the seat of justice thereof, 
Reported the same back with amendments. 

Which were concurred in by the Senate; and 
On motiop. of Mr. Baker, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pas
.ed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Bissell, from the committee on the JUdiciary, to whom was re
ferred 

H. R. file, No.6, A bill for an act to provide for the appointment of 
commissioners to prepare a code of laws, . 

Reported the lame back without amendment. 
On motion of Mr. Springer, 

Said bill was laid upon the table and made subject to the further 
«der of the Senate. 

Mr. Bradley, with leave obtained, offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to inform 

the House, that the Senate will meet the House of Representatives, in 
the Hall of the HOllse, for the purpose of electing two Senators to the 
Congress of the United States, one Chief Justice and two Associate 
Justices 01' the Supreme Court, on any day which may be fixed by the 
House during the pruent session of the legislature, 'upon the Hou .. 
giving the Senate twenty-foura notice thereof. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Browning presented the following 
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PltOTEST: 

We, the undersigned, memberll of the, Senate of the State of Iowa, 
who voted against the report of the committee declaring that the Hon. 
Thomas Baker was entitled to a seat in this Senate. as a representative 
from the counties of Polk~ Dallas, and Jasper, and believing that the 
action of the Senate on said report, in admitting said gentleman to a 
seat as said representative, was contrary to the obvious meaning and 
manifest intention of the constitution of the State of Iowa, do protest 
against the action ofthe Senate in admitting said gentleman to a seat as 
a member of this body, and ask leave to have this our protest, with the 
reasons for our course upon that question, spread upon the journals of 
the Senate. 

The objections to the Hon. gentleman's holding his seat are, that he 
had been elected to, accepted and qualified to the office of ~rollecuting 
Attorney for the county of Polk, which office he now holds, and to 
which he had been elected since the adjournment of the last session of 
the General Assembly. The provisions of the constitution bearing up
on the question are the following: First-Al'ticle 4th of tlle constitu
tion says, the powers of the goyernment of Iowa shall be divided into 
three separate departments, the Legislative, the Executive, and Judi
dicial; and no person charged with the exercise of powers properly be
longing to one of these departments, shall exercille any functions apper
taining to either of the others, except in cases hereinafter expressly 
directed or provided. 

Section 22nd of the lame article says: No person holding any lu
crative office under the United States, or this State, or any otller pow
er, shall be eligible to the General Assembly. The office of Prosecu
ting Attorney is created by the constitution, is a lucrative office, having 
compensation fixed to it by law, and is not contained in any of the ex
cepted cases. It is also charged with the exercis~ of powers properly 
belonging to some other department of the government than the legis
lative, and therefore under either of the provisions of the constitution the 
said gentleman is not eligible to a seat as a member of the General As
sembly; and cannot hold a seat in it under the provisiillli of the consti
tution. 

In the report of the committee in that case, we understood it to- be 
assumed that the seat cannut be declared vacant except by a vote of two
thirds of the Senate; this we cannot concur in. A member cannot be 
eXD~ but by a vote of two-thirds; the question here il not, .hall a 
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'iftedlber 'be expelled, but ,is a certain seat vacant. The two queationl 
, are entirely differtlnt. ExpulsioD ,is only for misconduct or moral tUI'

pitude of a member, who is in other respects constitutionally entitled 
to his seat. 

In 'tlection 10, article 4, of the '(lonstitution, the proviso is: Each 
·house may determine the rules of procceeding, puniBh members for 
disorderly behaviour, and with the consent of two-thirds, expel a mem
ber, but not a second time for the same offence. 

Therefore, for the reasons abo\'-e stated, we do protest against the 
action of the Senate in admitting said gentleman to a s-eat in this houle 
.... a,member-thereof. 

M. D. BROWNING, 
FRANCIS SPRINGER, 
JNO. l<'. SANFORD, 
LORING WHEELER, 
SAM'L FULLINWIDER, 
EVAN JAY, 
JAMES SPROTT. 

Message from the 'House of Representatives, by Mr. Parmer~ their 
,<assistant clerk: J 

Mr. Presidmt-
I am directed to inform the Senate that the HOllse have passed, 

H. R. file, No. 22, A bill for an act to licellse and tax pedlars; 
H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to prevent the sale of intoxica

ting liquors ·in less quantities than one gallon; 
H. R. file, No.5, A bill for an act to vacate portions of certain roads 

>therein named; 
H. R. file., No. 12, Joint resolution to furnish Poweshiek county 

'With 15 eo pies of the statutes of Iowa; , 
H. R. file, No. 11, Joint resolution to furnish Appanoose county 

with 10 copies of the revised statutes; 
In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is r-equested. 

I herewith return, 
Senate 'file, No. 21, An act to re:locate a State road therein named. 
8enate file, No. 14, An aet 10 amend the charter of the city of Bur

lingtoft, 
Senate file, No. 19, A bill for an act supplemental and amendatory 

to an act to amend an act entitled an act for the organizations of toWD-
MlUpa. . 
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Senate file, No. 20, An act to amend. an act regulating to miU • .
millers, approved Feb. 3, 1843; and also, 

Senate file, .No. 22, An act to layout and est.'lblish a State road froia 
Eddyville, in Wapello county, to Chariton Point, in Lucas county. 

Tbe same having passed tht: House without amendment. 
I am also directed to inform the Senate that the House have disagreed 

to the first amendment made by the Senate to 
H. R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act amendatoryofaR act entitled~ 

act to divide the State of Iowa into judi~ial districts, approved Feb. 4, 
1847~ 
\ But have agreed to the second amendment made by the Senate tAt 
said bill.. 

In which the· concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
Senate file, No. 24, A bill to authorize A. W. Thompson to keep a 

ferry across the Mississippi river, 
Was read a third time. 

The question being upon the passage of the bill. 
Mr. Benton moved a ~al}' of. the Senate. 
When it appeared that Mes~rs. Huner, Selman, and Whitaker, were< 

absent." 
The further call of tha Senate being dispensed with. 

. The yeas and nays being requested, were orderea, and were- as rol.,. 
~w: ' 

YEAs-Messrs. Bissell, Browning, Davis, Fullinwider, Harbour, 
Howel, Jay, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, and Wheeler-11. 

NAys-Messrs. Baker, Benton, Bradley~ Crawford, and Mr •. Presi. 
dent~. . 

So said bill was passed and title agreed to. 
Mr. Baker, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom was re

ferred' 
H. R. file, No. 20, An aet to authorize Adam Hine, his heirs and 

assigns, to keep a ferry crossing the Mississippi river at the city of 
Keokuk, in Lee county, 

Reported adverse to the passage of the bill. 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

Said report was laid on the table. 
On motion, 

Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, J.. ••• 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate file, No. 25, An act to amend an act entitled an act to incor
porate the city of Keosauqua . 

. Was re.a.d a third time, passed, and title agreed to 
. Message from the House coming up in order, 

H. R. file, N;o. 22, A bill for an act to license and tax pedlars,. 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Bissell, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to prevent the sale of intoxica

ting liquors in less quantities than one gallon. 
Wall read a first and s"cond time, and 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Laid on the table. 
H. R. Ale, No.5, A bill for an act to locate certain portions of roada. 

therein named, 
Was read a first and se;ond time, and . 

On motion of Mr. Jay, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pal

led, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 12, Joint resolution to furnish Poweshiek county 

with 15 copies of the. revised statutes, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of l\{r. Davis, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said joint resolution was read a 

Chird time, passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 11, Joint resolution to furnish Appanoose county 

10 copies of the revised statutes, 
Was read a first and second tiIllil, and 

On motion of Mr. Selman, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a third 

time, passed, and title agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

Ordered, That the Senate insist upon the amendment to 
H. R. file, No.5, An act alllCndatory to an act to divide the State 

or Iowa into judiQial districts, approved Feb. 4, 1847, 
10 
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Disagreed to by the House. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Parmer, their 

· .. sistant clerk: 
.Mr. PresirJen;t-

I am directed to inform ilie Senate that ,the Hou1!e have passed, 
H. R. file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory of an act prescribiac 

the general duties of the Governor, approved Feb. ) 7, 1847. 
H. R. file, No. 33, A btU for,an act to authorize Josephus Beall and 

.James Brierly, their heirs and assigns, to .establish and keep a ferr:y 
·across the Mississippi river at Nashville, i.n Lee county. . 

H. R. file, No. 35, A bill for the relief of Edward Foster.; and 
H. R. file, No. 36, A bill for an act to establish a State road from 

Elkader, in Clayton county, to Quasqueton, in Buchanan county. 
in which they ask the concurrence of the Senate. 

The House has agreed to the substitute made by the Senate for 
H. R" file, No.5, Joint resolutiOli authorizing the Auditor to audit 

.and allow certain certificates therein named, 
With Ol1e amendment, to wit: Strike out 42 and insert 37. 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

The Senate resolved itself into committee of the whole, Mr. Brown
ing in the chair, for the consideration of 

Senate file, No. 28, A bill for an act to establish a system of commotl 
schools. 

After some tirp.e spent therein, . 
The committee r(7se, and by their chairman reported the same back 

with sundry amendments, and asked the concurrence of the Senate 
therein. . 

On, motion of Mr. Benton, 
Said report was laid on the table subject to the order of the Senate. 

Mr. Jay, with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 10, Joint resolution. 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 
Laid on the table. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUt7A.BT 19,1848. 

"The Senate met pursuant to adjournment •. 
"The. President laid before the Senate the memorial of the National 

Medical Society. 
On motion of Mr. Sanford, 

The reading was dispensed with, and said memorial referred to a 
aelect committee, and 

Messrs. Sanford, Davis, ani Fllllinwider, were appointed said com
mittee. 

Mr. Selman, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
H. R. file, No. 18, An act to re-Iocate the searof justice of Davia 

county. 
Reported the same back and recommended its passage; and 

On his motion, 
The·thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pu

aed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 22, A bill for an act to license and tax pedlars, 
Was read a third time, and' 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary, with instructions to re

port to-morrow morning. 
H. R. file, No. 33, A bill for and act to authorize Josephus Beall and 

James Brierly to keep a ferry across the Mississippi river, 
Was read a.first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sprott, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morro~. 
H. R. file, No. 85, A bill for the relief of Edward Foster, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

O.D motion of Mr. Springer, 
Rt-ferred to the committee on Claims. 
H. R. file, No. 36, A bill for an act to establish a State road from 

Elkader, in Clayton county, to Quasqueton, in Buchanan county, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, 
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The thirteenth rule wall suspended, said bill read a third time, p ..... 
led, and title agreed to. 

H. R. file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act prescribing 
the general duties of Governor, approved Feb. 17, 1847, 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, ' 

Referred to the committee on Ways and Means. 

The amendment of the House to 
H. R. file, No.5, J oint resolution authorizing the Auditor of State 

to audit and allow certain certificates therein named, , 
Was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
The Senate concurred in the amendment. 
H. ~. file, No.6, A bill for an act to appoint commissioners to pre

pare a code of laws, 
. Was read a first and second time. 

Mr. Baker moved to strike out the names of Davis and Palmer. 
Upon whi,ch, 

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were as fol
low: 

YEAs-Messrs. Baker, Benton, Browning, Fullinwider, Harbour, 
Howel, Jay, Sanford, Springer, Wheeler, and Whitaker-B. 

NAys-Messrs. Bissell, Bradley, Crawford, Davis, Huner, Selman, 
Sprott, and Mr. President-8. I 

So said amendment was agered to. 
Mr. Sanford moved to strike out the name of Charles Mason, and in

lertthat of William G. Woodward. 
Upon which, 

The yeas and nays being requested, were ()rdered, and were as fol
low: 

YEAs-Messrs. Browning, Huner, Jay, Sanford, ~pringer, Sprott, 
and Whecler-7 . 

. NAys-Messrs. Baker, Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford, Davia, 
Fullinwider, Harbour, Howel, Selman, Whitaker, and Mr. President 
-12. 

So said motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. Howel moved that the thirteenth rule be suspended, and said !>ill 

read a third time now. 
Lost. 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
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Said bill waa ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
Message from the House of Reprc=sentatives by Mr. Richman, ill.ir 

ehief clerk: 
oMr. PresiJenl--
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House refuses to recede 

from its vote disagreeing to the first amendment made 9Y the Senate to 
. H. R. file, No. 17, An act to amend an act entitled an act to divide 
the State into judicial districts, 

And that the House have appointed Messrs. Bonham, Goodrcll, and 
Hebard, as a committee of conference, to act with a similar committee ' 
from the Senate, on the subject of the disagreeing vote. 

I am al80 directed to inform you 
That the House have concurred in the amendments m~e by the Sen· 

ate to 
H. R. file, No. 31, An act to organize the c3unty of Poweshiek and 

to provide for the location of the seat of justice thereof. 

I herewith return to you, 
Senate file, No. 24, An act to authorize A. W. Thompson to keep a 

ferry across the Mississippi river. 
Senate file, No •. ll, An act in relation to the printing and distribu-

tion of the laws of this State. . 
Senate file, No. lO,.An act in relation to deeds. , 
Senate file, No.7, A bill for an act to organize the township of Lak. 

Prairie. 
l:Jenate file, No. 18, A bill to review part of the State road from Wal

ling's Landing to Columbus City. 
Sel)ate file, No.6, An act in relation to evidence. 
Senate file, No.6, Joint resolution relative to UI;lited States District 

Court room. 
Senate file, No. 25, An act to amend the several acts {or the incorpo

. ration of the city of Keosauqua. 
Senate file, No. 27, A bill for an act to authorize Nicholaa B. Brown 

and others to resurvey a portion of the town of Cedar Rapids. • 
Senate Ale, No. 23, An act supplemental and amendatory. to ap '"at!t 

entitled an act to incorporate the city of Farmington, in Van Buren 
eounty; and, 

PreaD)ble and joint reaoluti~n for a grant of land to improve the MUI:-. 
~.ne Island. 

The ~e baving puled the Houae of Repre8entative. with9~ 
amendmeDt. 
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The report of Mr. Baker, ftom th~ committee on IneorpOretions, to· 
whom was referred 

H. R. file, No. 20, An act to authorize Adam Hine, hi .. heirs alid 
assigns, to keep a ferry across the Mississippi river at the city of Ke
ukuk, 

Was taken from tIle table, and 
The question being upon c~nourring in the re~rtof tHe committee; 

The year. and nays were called for, aJld being ordered, were as fol
low: 

YEAs-Messrs. Baker, BeDton, Bradley, Crawford, Huner,and Mr. -
President-6. 

NAys-Messrs. Bissell, Browning, Davis, Fullinwider, Harbour,. 
Howel, Jay, Sanford, Springer,. Sprott, and Whhitaker-12 •. 

So said report was not concurred in. 
Mr. Springer moved' to 'refer to a select oommittee •. 

Which was agreed to, and 
MesSl's. Sp.r.inger, SproOtt,and Huner, were appointed said commit;... 

tee. I 

Message from the House o£ Representatives,.by Mr. Richmo. their 
chief clerk: 

.Mr •. P1=uiden.t-
I,am directed toinfol'm:the Senate that the HO\lse liavepassed,. 

H. R~ file, No. 40, A bill for an act to legalize the election of Samuer 
A. Evans, as a jU8tice of the peace of Keokuk oounty. 

H. R.· file, No. 45, A bill for an act to vacate a part of the territorial 
road from Davenport, via Rochester, to Iowa City. 

H. R.1ile, No .. 15, Joint Jl8solution relativ.e to reportaof Supreme-
Court. . 

And with amendments, 
Senate tile,.No~21,.An act to· r.elOeate a State road therein umetl; 

and . 
Senate fil~, No. 16" An act to provide for. the eleotion of repra ..... 

dves in Congr.esi. . . 
In all of which the concur.rence· of the Senate ia Eeq,ueated.. 

On motion ot Mr. Jay, . 
..senate file, No. 10, Joint resolution, 

WastaJi:en'from the table and read a third time •. 
Mr. Bissell moved to strike out the word Friday, anctlilmt a.w

iay. 
Agreed to .. \ ,. 
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The question being upon the adoption of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were called for, and being ordered, were as fol
low: 

YBA8-Messrs. Browning, Fullinwider, Howel,.Jay, Selman, San-· 
ford, Springer, Wheeler, and Whitaker-9w 

NAys-Messrs. Baker,. Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford, Davis,. 
Harbour,. Huner, Sprott, and Mr.l>resident--IO. 

So, said resolution was not adopted. 

Mr. Baker, with leave obtained, introdueed 
Senate filet No. 30, A bill to amend an act to divide the State into. 

ClOngressional districts. 
Which w-as r~d a first and. second time,. and 

On his JJ).otion, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pas

sed, and title agreed to. 

Message from the- House of Representatives, by Mr. Parmer, their 
assistant clerk: . 

.Mr. President-
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House have passed, 

H. R. file, No. 39, A bill to amend an.act to define the duties of pros
ecuting attorneys, and provide compensation for their services; and 

H. R. file, No. 38, A bill for an aat regulating the mode of selecting 
grand and p.etit jurors for the several district courts in Lee county. 

In which the 'conourrence of the 8enate is requested. 

And also, 
That the House h.- concurred in the amendment made by the SeD

ate to 
H. R.file, No. 8 •. Joint resolution for a maihoute. 

On motion,. 
'I1ie Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P ...... 

, . 
,,' 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P •. M. 

Mr. Bissell, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom WM re
ferred 

H. R. file, No. 22, An act l to license and tax pedlars, 
Reported the same back with amendments, and asked the concurrelJOe 

of the Senate therein. 
The question being upon concurring in the report of the commiUM, 

It was decided in the affirmative; and . 
On his motion, 

So said bill was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
O~ motion of Mr. Benton. 

The report of the committee of the whole Senate upon 
Senate file, No. 28, An act to establish-a system of common school., 
Wal taken from the table, alld . 

The question being on concurring in the report of the committee; 
It was decided in the affirmative, save the amendment of the commit

tee to section 7. 
Which was not concurred in: 

Mr. Browning moved to amend the 72nd section by striking out the 
words "A:.xgust, A. D., 1851," and inserting "April next." 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Jay moved to amend the 72nd section by inserting after the word 

"Instruction," the words "and one School Fund Commissioner." 
Upon which, 

The yeas and nays were called for, and being ordered, were, 81 fol
low: 

yEAS ...... Messrs. Browning, Jay,Sanford,Springer. Sprott, and Whee
ler-6. 

NAys--Meslrs. Baker, Benton, Bissell, Crawford, Davis, HaJlbour, 
lIowel, Huner, Whitaker, and Mr. President-lO. 

So said amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. Benton moved to amend the 72nd section by Itriking out all af

ter the word "the," in the first line, to the word "and," in the .eoond 
line, and inserting, "the general election on the first Monday in A u-. 
SUit next." 
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Upon which, 
The yeu.and DaYs were oaUed for, and being ordered, were lUI fol

low: 
YEAs-Messrs. Baker B~nton, Bisllell, Crawford, Davis, Howel; 

Selman, and Mr. President-8. 
N 6. vs-Messrt. Browning, Huner, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, and 

lV1leeler-7. . 
So said amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Benton moved to amend the 17th section, by striking out aifte~ 
the word" board," in the third line, "they shall serve for one year, 
and until their succeSRors are elected and qualified," and insert "the 
6rst moderator so elected, shall serve one year, the director two y.cars, 
and the assessor three years j and in case a vacanc.'Y shall happen ill 
either of said offices, the pt:rson appointed to fill such vacancy shall 
()nly. serve out the unexpired term. In all the above cases the incu.m
bent shall retain his office until his successor shall be elected and qua
lified." 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Benton moved to strike out the word after in the 45th section. 
Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time. 

The question being upon the passage of the bill, 
Mr. Benton moved a call of the Senate. . 
When it appeared that Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, and Fullinwider, 

were absent. 
Messrs. Bradley and Crawford appearing, 

The further call of the Senate was dispensed with. 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were as fol-

low: . 

YEAs-Messrs. Baker, Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford, Davis, 
Harbour, Howel, Hunor~ Selman, Whitaker, and Mr. President-12. 

N A ys-]tlessrs. Browning, Jay, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, and 
Wheeler--'l. 

So said bill was passed and title agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 
A committee of conference was appointed upon H. R. file, No. 17. 
Messrs. Baker, Benton, and Bissell, were appointed said committee. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. RichlIl!ln, their 

chief clerk: . 
11 ./ 
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.Mr. PresiJent-
I am directOO to inform the Senate that the House have pused, 

H. R. file, No. 16, J oint resolution authorizing the Secretary of State 
to distribute the decisions of the Supreme Court ofIowa. 

In which they ask the concurl'ence of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Sprott, 
H. R. file, No. 20, An act to fix the time and place of holding collrts 

in tbe first judicial district, 
Was taken up, read a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Huner, Sprott, and Springer, were appointed said commit

tee. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned. 

THURSDAY MORNING, JUUARY 20, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Benton presented the petition of Wm. Tibbetts and sixteen otber 

citizens of Blackhawk county, praying the establishment of a State road 
from the Cedar rap~ds, to the falls in Blackhawk county. 

Which was, . 
On bis mot jon, 

. Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Benton, Crawford! and Bradley, were· appointed said com-

mittee. . 
Mr. Crawford, from the standing qommittee on Claims, to wbom was 

referred . 
H. R. file, No, 35, A bil1.for the relief of Edward Foster, 
Reponed the same back and recommended its indefinite postpone

ment. 
On motion of Mr. Sanford, 

l'~rt was laid on the table. 
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Message from the Houae of Representatives by Mr. Ri~, their 
chief clerk: . - II 

oMr. PruitJent-
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House have, by a vote ta

ken this morning, rescinded a· resolution adopted by them on Tues
day the 11 th instant, in these words, to wit: 

Resolved, That this House will meet the Senate in joint convention, 
for the purpose of electing Senators and Judges, as soon as the ques
tions now pending are settled, relating to persons holding their seats as 
members of the General Assembly. ( 

ir. Sprott, from the select committee, to ~hom was referred 
H. R. file, No. 33, An act to authorize Adam Hine, his heirs and 

assigns, to keep a ferry crossing the Mississippi river at the city of 
Keokuk, in Lee county, 

Reported the same back with amendments •. 

The question bcing on concurring in the report of the committee; 
It was decided in the affirmative, and 

On his motion, 
The thirteenth J!ule was suspended~ said bill was read a third time, 

and 
The question being upon the passage of the bill, 

The yeas and nays were called for, and being ordered~ were as fol
low: 

y EAs-Messr~. Browning, Davis,FliUinwider, Harbour, Huner,. Jay, 
Sanford, Spiinger, Sprott, and Wheeler-lO •. 

N A ys-M essrs. Baker, Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford,. Howel, 
Selman, Whitaker, and Mr. President-9. 

So said hill was passed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Jay, with leave obtained, intreduced 
Senate file, No. 11, Joint resolution. • 
Which was read a first and second tlDle, and· 

On motion of Mr. Bissell, 
Laid on the table. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Richman, their 
ehief clerk :. 

oMr. Pruiden:t-
I am directed to inform thi Senate that the House have passed, 

H. R. file No. 48, A bill for an act to 10cMIS the oouoty Beat or Clio-. 
ton county. _ J 

.F. 
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after thus making known their v~ewl, request to be dilCharptl from the 
further consideration of the subject. 

Mr. Browning fro~ said committee on Eleotions, subJPitted the fol
lowing minority 

REPORT: 

The minority of the committee on Elections, would beg leave to sub. 
mit the following report upon that part of the Governor's Message 

. which relates to the election of U. S. Senators and Judges of the Su
preme Court. 

That, in their opinion, if the Governor had the power to appoint said 
judges to office, he will also have the said power and authority after 
the adjournment of the present session of the General Assembly. 

M. D. BROWNING, 
EVAN JAY. 

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom 
was referred 

H. R. file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act prescribing 
the general duties of Governor, approved Feb. 17, 1847, 

Reported the same back and recolI@ended its indefinite postpone
ment. 

The question being upon concurring in the report of the committee; 
The yeas and nays were called for, and being ordered, were as fol

low: 
YEAs-Messrs. Baker, Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawford, 'Fullin

wider, Harbour, Howel, Selman, Wheeler, and Whiu;.ker~ll. 
NAys-Messrs. Browning, Davis, Huner, Jay, Sanford, Springer. 

Sprott, and Mr~ President-8.· 
So said report was concurred in. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Richman, their 
chief clerk: 

Mr. President-
I herewith return for your sign&ture, 

An act in relation to evidence. 
An act organizing the Supreme Court. . 
An act to repeal the act allowing county commissioners clerks ply 

for filing papers. 
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·AJlJUtin ~on to deeds. . 
An act. ~o orgaRize the township of Lake Prairie, in M,arion cowty,.., 
An aQt to amend the charter of the city of Burlington. 
An aQt ~ authorize and empower the Board of Commissioners of ~ 

county of Van Buren to sell ~d cqnvey lots in the town or Port1au4, 
i.a.said~. 

An act to authorize A. W. Thompson to establis,h and keep a ferry 
across the Missisaippi·at a point,oppolite Keithabutg. 

An act to c~ t4e time of holding courts in the second:. judicial 
district of this State. , 

An'act to layout and establish a State road from'Eddyville, in Wa
pello county, to CharitOn Point, in Lucas county. 

An act to amend an act regulating mills and millers, approved 
. Feb. 3., 1843-

An act,to rev.iew part of the State road from Walling's Landing to Co.
lumbus City. 

An act for an act supplemental and amendatory to an act to amend 
an act entitled an act for the organizations of townships. 

An act. iD relati0ll to the printing and distrib~tion or the laws of this 
State. ' 
A~ act to authorize Nicholas B. Brown and others to resurvey a por

tion f>Ul)e,tp;wn of CedIIJ' Rapids, in LinJ:l county, low.!l. 

An act supplemental and amendatory to an act entitled an act to in
corporate the city of Farmington, in VanBuren county, Iowa. 

An act to amend the several acts for the incorporation of the city of . 
Keosauqua; and 

J oiat resolutif>n for a mail route from Mount.Pleasant to Oskil.loosa. 
Joint resolution relative to postage. . .. 
J oint resol~tion relative to U. S. District Court room. 
Memori~Lto Congress for a donation of land to aid ,in the construc

tion or a rail road from Dubuque to Keokuk in the "tate of Iowa; and a 
Preamble and joint resolution for a donation of land for the improve-

ment of Muscatine Island. • . 
The same having passed both houses, been reported !!os correctly en

rol~ed, and been signed. by the Speaker of the House of Representa
tives. 

I am also directed to inform you that the House has passed, 
H. R.o file, No. 53, An act concerning claimants oD . the half breed 

tract, in Lee county.' . . 
13 
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H. R. file, No. 58, A bill for an act to peniJiHhe people of the toWD 

of Fairfield to repeal 'their charter. 
H. R. file, No. 00, A bill for an act to authorize the directorl of 

school district No.3, in the township of Brighton, in Washingwn ooun
ty, to levy a tax for school purposes; and 

H. R. file, No. 57, An act to authorize George L. Daveaport aDd 
'others to erect a toll bridge .. 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
Mr. Wheeler presented the report of John Brophy, the ageDt appoin

ted by the Governor to select salt sprin~s. 
Which was, 

On his motion, 
Refi!rred to th'e committoo on Claims. 
Mr. Baker, from the committee appointed to confer with a commit

tee on the part of the Honse, in relation t(} the disagreeing vote on the 
amendment made by the Senate, to 

H. R. file, No. 18, An act to amend an act entitled an aot to divide 
the SCate into judicial districts, 

Recommended that the Senate insist upon its amendment. 
The question btling upon concurring in the report of the committee, ' 

It was decided in the affirmative. ' 
Mr. Harbour presented the claim of .4.. W. Carpenter, fo. a let 9f 

seals for Keokuk cGunty. 
Which was, 

On his motion, 
REferred to the committee on Claims. 

Mr. Benton, from the select committee, to whom was referPed the 
petition of B. Blalak and nine others, praying for a change of the boun
daries of Blackhawk county; reported 

Senate file, No. 36, A bill for an act amendatory to an act to esta!>lish 
new counties and define their bounuaries, in the late cession of the Sac 

, and Fox Indians, approvfd Feb. 17th, 1843. 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill rClld g; third time, pal

sed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Springer, with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 37, A bill to authorize arrests in any part of the 

State. 
--, 
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Which waa .. ead a Ant and. seooad tdne~ and ' , I • 

On his motion, 
The thirteenth rule was su8pended, said bill read a third tiJD~ 'pas. 

sed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Benton, with leave obtained, intl'oduced 

Senate file, No. 38, A bill for an act to attach to Benton tile 008nty 
of Blackhawk. ' , 

Which was read a first and second time, and ' 
On his motion, 

The- thirteenth rule was suspended, the- bill read: a third time, passed. 
and title agreed to. 

Mr. Browning, with leave. obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 39, An. act to. authorize a district aehool tax. 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
Referred to the committee on Schools. 
The President laid before the Senate a communication fr.om the Go

vernor relative to the agent employed to select salt springs; alao, 
A communicatioB from the Auditor of State relative to the olahn of 

Murray & Sanxay. 
On motion of Mr. Springer, 

"Said pommunications were referred ~ tile eomrilittee 01'1 Craim •• 

, H. R. file, No.6, A bill for an act to provide for' the appointment of 
commissioners to prepare a code of laws~ 

Was read a third time, and 
On motion, of Mr. Brownin~, 

. . ~ 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Benton, from the select committee, to whom was referred 

H. R. file, No. 21, A bill for an act to amend an aet to authorize the 
Dubuque Mining company, 

Reported the same back and reeommended its indefinite' postpone
ment. 

The question, being upon conourring ill the report of tbe commit
tee; 

It was decided in the' affirmative. 
H. R. file, No. 16, Joint resolution au\horizingtbe Secretary of State 

to1distribu~ the reports of the Supreme Court of Iowa. ' 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Browping, 
Said hill was ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 

, , . :~9"~d~ Gob,81e 
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H. B;. rue, No. 53, A. bijl:iQr im. OODC8ning the haJfbnect tract, 
in Lee county, 

Waa ·read a first aDd :aecond: time;' ~d 
On motion of Mr. Sprott, 

'Said bill was ordered. to a third reading. tcMnorrow. 
H. B...file, No, 68, A bill:to provide. fur the citizeBB of Fairfield to 

repeal the charter of said town, . 
Was read a first and aecond time, and 

On motion of Mr. Howel, 
The tbirteentb..rule was: SUBp!3nded, said biB read a thil'd time, pas

sed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. rue, N o.r 60, A bill lor an act to authorize directoFl of a school 

district in the rown of Brighton to levy a sOOool tax, 
Was read a first and second time. 

H. R. file, No. 57, An act to authorize Geo. L. Davenport and oth
ers to construct a bridge across Wapsipinicon river, 

. Was r.-d a filHIt· and. secend time, and 
On motion.of Mr. Wlleeler, \ 

.Said. bill .wu.refer.red to the. committee on the Judiciary, together 
with the petition of sundry citizens of Scott county: relating ther.eto. 

Mr. Benton, with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate fi.~ No. 40, A bill IQr an act,to amend an act fur the organi

zati~ of townshjps. 
Which was read a first aD<l. "econd time, and 

On his motion, 
The thirteenth rule waB suspend,ed, sl!oid. bill read a third _, pas

sed, and title agreed to~ ,. 
Mr. Be~n, wi.1;h l~ave ,~btained, introduced . 

Senate 1¥et N~. 4] J A~. ~ct.19 amend. an. act to incorporate the city of 
Dubuque. 

Which Will re¥I a. firs~ and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Browning, 

Said billwa~ referred. to the BOJDDlittee on the Judiciary. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

" ' , 

;' ~ 
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t ,'~; It, ,! If.. .', 

1"' 

'1'WO O'CLOCR,P. M. 

Message trom the House of' Representatives, by Mr. Ric~, their 
eruef clerk: 

.Mr. Presilent---
I herewith return for yolir sigm:.ture, 

An act for the relief of H. H. Hendrix. 
An act to provide for the descending navigation of'Skunk river • 

. An act to authorize ~ohn Brophy to keep a ferry across the Missou
.I'i river. 

An act to amend an act entitled an OOt to amend an act e:ntitled an act 
to incorporate the town of Bloomington, approved D~ 29th, 1840~ 

An act to amend an act entitled an act to divide the State into two 
congressional districts. . 

An act to provide for the relocation of the county seat iD. the county . 
of Jackson. 

An act to vacate portions of certain roads therein named. 
An act for the relief of Harriet O'Reilly. 
An act to amend an act entitled an act to layout and establish a State 

road from Iowaville, in Van Buren county, to Lancaster, in . Keokuk 
'County, by the way of Creaseville, in Jefferson county, approved Feb. 
20th, 1847. , , 

An act to amend an.act establishing the prices of public printing, ap
proved Feb. 2, 1843. 

An act to amend an act entitled an act regulating practice in the dis
trict courts in the Territory of Iowa, approved January the 10th, 1843. 

An act to repeal an -act herein named. i 

An act to organize. the county of Poweshiek and to provide for the 
location of the seat of justice thereof. 

An act to authorize the .Miss~sippi Rapids Rail Road company to 
acquire the right of way. 

Joint resolution to furnish Appanocise county with 10 copies of the 
revised statutes. . 

J oint re~olution for a mail: route. 
Joint resolution for a grant ofland.from,Congres,. 
Joint resolution relative'to ooinmoa .cllo&"~ ... 

Digitized by Google 



III' JOURNAL OF 

Joint resolution to furnish Powesheik county with the .tatum or 
Iowa; and 

Memorial to Congress for a donation of the site of Fort Atkinson.' 
The same having passed both houses, been reported as correctly en· 

rolled, ~Dd ~Il signed, by tfte Speaker of the House of Representa
tives. 

·Mr. Benton. from the select commi~e to whom was referred 
Senate file, No. 15, An act to authorize general incorporations, 
Reported a substitute, and recommended its passage. 

The question being on concurring. in the report of the committee; 
It was decided in the affirmative, and 

On hjs motion, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read,a third time, PIlS

sed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Jay moved to take from the table, 

H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an actto prevent the sale of intoxica
ting 1iquors~ 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, 

Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Jay, Crawford, and Bradley, were appointed said commit· 

tee. 
On motion of Mr. Benton, 

H. R. file, No. 60, A bill to authorize the directors of district No.3, 
in Brighton township, to levy a tax for school purposes, 

Was taken from the table, read a third time, passed, and title agreed 
to. 

Senate file, No. 16, Joint resolution relative to the printing and dis
tribution of the laws of this State, 

Was read a first and second tin;te. 
Mr. Browning moved to fill the blank with.$200 00. 
Agreed to, IjJld 

Un his motion, 
The thirteenth rule· was suspended, said joint resolution read a third 

time, passed, and title agreed to. 

Mr •. Bradley, with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 42, An act to provide for the payment of expenses 

incurred in the arrest and detention of Adam Cameron, a fugitive from 
justice from the State of PenBlylvania. 

Which was read a firB~ ancheoond time, aDd 
...... , 
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Oarha mqti.on, 
Referred to the committee Oft the Judiciary. j 

Mr. Binell, £ro81 the oQUlD1ittee Olp. the J~iary, to Who81 was re
ferred 

H. R. file, No. 57 , An -act to authorize Geo. L. Davenport and. oth-
ers to build a bridge, . 

Reported the same book with em. ameQc1JuA,nL 
Which was agreed to, and 

On motion of Mr.. Wheeler, 
The thirteenth rule. was suspended, 'laid hilt read a third time, pas

sed, and title agreed teo 
Mr. Bissell, from the comm~ttee on the Judiciary, to whom was re

ferred 
Senate 11Ie, No. 41, An act to amend an act entitled an act to incer

porate tile city of Dubu4J.ue., 
Reponed the same back With08t amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pIIo!

sed, and title agreed to. 

, Mr. Sanford, from the committee on Enrolled Bi.U ... reported that he 
had .this day presented to the Governor for his approval, the following 
bills: 

An act in relation to evidence • 
. An act organizing the Supreme Court. 
An act to repeal the act aUowiRg the county commi'lsionen clerk 

pay for filing papers. 
An act in relation to deeds. 
An act to organize the township of Lake Prairie, in Marion county. 
An act to amend the charter of the city of Burlington. 
An act to authOrize and empower the Board of Commissioners of the, 

county of Van ,Buren to sell and eonvey loti! in tRe toWD of Portland, in 
said county. 

An act to authorize A. W. Thompson to keep a ferry across the Mis
sissippi river, at a point opposite Keithsburg. 

An Bet to change the time of holding courts ia the second judicial 
district of this State. 

An act to layout and establish a State road from Eddyville, in Wa
pello county, to Chariton Point, in Lucas cOunty. 

An act; to amend an act regulating mills and millers, approved Feb. 
3d, 1843. 
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An act to review a part of the State road from WalIiDg't Laniiilg to 
Columbus City. . 

An act supplemental and amendatory to an act to UMn4 .. act"eati
tied an act for the organization of townships. 

An act in relation to the printing and distributiOB flf the JaWI of thi. 
State. 

An act to authorize Nicholas B. Brown and otherl to relul'Vey a por-
tion of the town of Cedar Rapids, in Linn county. . . 

An act lupplemenial and amendatory to an act emitled an act to 
incorporate the city of Farmington, in Van Buren county, Iowa. 

An act to amend the several acts for the incorporation of the city of 
Keosauqua; and . 

Joint resolution for a mail route from Mount Pleasant to Oskaloosa. 
Joint resolution relative to poslage. 
Joint resolution relative to United States District Court room. 
Memorial to Congress for a donation of land to aid in the coul¢ruc-

tion of a rail road from l)ubuque to Keokuk, in the State of Iowa; and 
. Resolution for a donation of land for the improvement of MuscatiilE~ 
IsI~d • 
. Mr. Springer, with leave obtained, i~troduced the following reaoIu

ijon: 
Resolved, That the committee on Ways and. Means be instructed to 

inquire into the expediency of recommending an appropriation for the 
purpose of so far completing the north room of the seoond story of the 
capitol as to render it suitable fer the use of the Senate at the next ses~ 
sion of the General Assembly. 

Which was adopted. 
Mr. Benton, with leave obtained, introduced 

Senate file, No. 42, An act to amend an act to prohibit ud prevent 
the sale of intoxicating liquors to Indians. 

Which was read a .irst and second time, and 
On his motion, 

Referred to the coJDJDittee OD the Judiciary. 
On motion, 

. The Senate adjeurned. 
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Senate met pursuant to adjoul'JllDent. 
Hr. Crawford; from the committee on Ways aDd Heana, to whom 

was referred 
H. R. file, No. 80, An act to compensate the agent employed to se

lect University lands, 
Reported the same back without amendments, aDd 

On his motion, ; 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pas

sed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Huner, from the select committee, to whom was referred' 

H. R. file, No.4, Joint resolution relative to the appointment of an 
agent to carry out the provisions of an act relating ,to the Penitentiary, 

Reported the same baok with. 'amendments and recommended i~s' 

pas.age • 
. Mr. Billell moved a oatl of the Senate. ' 

When it appeared that Messrs. Benton and Sanford were absent .. 
Hesll's. Benton and Sanford appearing, 

The further call of the Senate was dispensed with. 
The q4estion being upon concurring in the report of the commit

tee; 
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and· were as fol

low:· 
YEAs-Messrs. Huner, and Sprott-2. 
NAys-Meslrs. Baker, Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Browning, Craw- , 

ford, Davis, FuUinwider, Harbour, Howel, Jay, Selman, Sanford. Whee
ler, Whitaker, and Mr. President-lB. 

So said report was not concurred in. 
On motion of Mr. Baker, 

The thirteenth ,rule was suspended, said bill read a thi;d time, pas
sed, and title agreen to. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Parmer, their 
assistant clerk: 

Nr. President-r- . 
I am directed to infol'Dl the Senate that the House have paa.ed, 

14 
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H. R. file, No. 63, A bill Cor ~ regulaU~ the {eoa of jurors ill Lee 
county. 

H. R, 'file, N 0.65, A bill for an act to lay ont and establish a road 
from the city of Ke()kuk, in Lee county, to the Raccoon f(lrk of the Des 
Moine. riv"r .. 

H. R. file, No. 55, A bill for an act to amend an act to provide {or 

the manageme~t and distribution of the school fund,.approv.ed Feb. 28, 
1847.. 

H. R. file, No. 41, A bill for an act to amend an act pl'oviding for: 
levying :and collecting ·revenue for State and ,couptypurposes. . 

H. R. file, No. 62, A bill for an act in relation to the publicatiqn of 
the laws and journallh 

H. R. file, No. 18, Joint resolution for a donation -of land from Con· 
gr.ess f()l the purpose of er.ecting an Orp~n Asy~um and MlDlual ~
bor School. 

H. R. file, No. 59, An act to amend an act for the li~tation of ac· 
tions and for avoiding vexatious law suits, appr()ved Feb. 15, 184?

H. R. file, No. 42, A bill for an act making county ()rders bear. in· 
terest. • 

H. R. file, No. 32, A bill for an act amendatory of anact supple., 
mental and amendatory to an act establishing CO.ll,1Inon, Ichooll!, app~oved 
Jan. 24, 1847; and ). 

H. R. file, No. 43, ,A bill for an act to amend an act for the orgaai
zation of townships., approved Feb. 17, 1842. 

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
I herewith return to you, 

Senate file, No. 41, An. act to amend an act to incorporate the city of 
Dubuque. . 

The same having passed the House without amendment. 
The House has c,oncui'red in the amendments made by the Senate to 

\ H. R. file, No. 14, A bill fixing the time of holding courts in the se
cond judicial district; and 

H. R. file, No. 20, An act to authorize Adam Hine, his heirs and 
assigns, to keep a ferry crossing the Mississippi river at the' city of 
Keokuk, in Lee county, 

The President laid before the Senate a communication from the Go.
vernor on executive business. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
The Senate resolved itself into an executive session! 

On motion of Mr. Bro\vning, . " 

" 
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1..,. 
H. ·Il • .., No. '18, Joialft_tioil NlMive.to report. 01 th .. SlIplIt'iile 

Court. 
W .. taken from \he' table, aad read a third time 

The question being upon the' passage of the joint resolution. 
The yeu and nay. wereoalled for, and being ordered, were, as rol

low: 
YEAs-Messrs. Baker, Benton, BisseU, :Qrowning, Davis, Harbour, 

Runer, Sellnim, Sanford, and Whitaker-IO. ' 
NA.ys-Mesars. Bradley, Cnwford, Howel, lay, Springer, Sprott, 

Wheeler, and Mr. President-8. 
So said joint resolution was passed and title agreed to. 

Mr. Davis bioved to excuse those gentlemen from taking the reports 
who conscimtiously voted against the resolution. 

The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were as fol
low: 

YEAs-Messrs. Baker, Benton, Bradley, Browning, Crawford, Da
"is, Harbour, HUller, Jay, Selman, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler 
and Whitaker-15. 

Na.ys-Messrs. Bissell, Fullinwider, Howel, and Mr. President--4. 
So said conscientious gentlemen were excused. ., , 

H. R. file, No. 53, A ·bill for an act concerning the claimants on the 
half breed tract, in Lee county. 

Was h·.ad a third time, passed, and title agreed to 

1\[r. Benton, with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate ftle, No. 44, A bill for an act in relation to the University and 

school fund. 
Which was read' a first and second bme, and 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Ordered, Tllat said bill be laid upon the table and the usual number 

of copies printed. 
On motion of Mr. Springer, 

Senate file, No. 29, A bill for an act to repeal an act to prOTide for 
the relocation of the seat of government .. 
- Was made the special order of tbe day for this afternoon. 

Mr. Jay, from the select committee to whom was referred 
H. R. file, No. 11, A bill to prevent the sale of intoxicating liquors, 
Reported the same baek and recommended its indefinite postponc .. 

ment. . 

The question being OD concurring in the report of the committ~e, 
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,Tile y_ ...-l D&J8: 'Wertl oallti. fmI, ,u.d ~ Dra..-.as Wftt." .lit. 
low: 

Yus-Messrs. Baker, Biise}, BrUleJ';' Otawfefd"Dayil~ Bubottr, . 
Howel, HUrler, and Mr. Prelitlent-9; 
. N,ns-Messrs. Benton, Browning, FUllinwider1 ~Jay~ ~".San

ford, Springer, Sprott, and Wheeler-9. 
So said report was ~ concurred in. 

After which Mr. Jay, from the minority of.laid"cbqlmit.tee,leooDl
mended its passage WIth the folloWing amendment'! , 

Insert after the word" paid," in the tw.m:y~fourth liile, firataection. 
the words "or replevied." 

Which was disagreed to. 
Mr. Bradley moved to lay said bill on the tahltI_, . 

. Upon which, 
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were as foI
fuW:i 

YUH-Messrs. Baker, Bissel, Bradley, Crawford, DM'is, Howel, 
and Mr. President-7. . 

NAys-Messrs. Benton, Browning, Harbour, H~~er, Jay, S~, 
Sanford, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, and Whitak.e1-12. 

So the question was decided in the negative. 

Mr. Baker "lIloved to amend by inserting after the word " pai~" the 
words "or security therefor." 

Lost. 
Mr. Davis moved to refer to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Lost. 
Mr. Crawford moved to refer to'8 ~eltlCt~mmi~tli\e, with instructions 

to report when they get ready. 
Lost. 

Mr. Selman moved said bill be read a third time on Monday ne~t. 
, Lost. 
Mr. Davis moved its indefinite postpo~ement. 

Upon which, . • , 

The yeas and nays were called for, and,being, ordered, were as f~l
low: 

YEAs-Messrs. Baker, Bisllel, Bradley, Cr.wford, DaVis, Harboar, 
Howel, Whitaker, and 'Mr~ President-9 •. :' 

NAys-Messrs. Benton, Browning, Fullinwider, Huner, Jay,lel
man, Sanford, Springer"Sprott, and W~r--lO.· '. 

So said motion was lost. 
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, Mr. Browning oft'eNd -t1ae, follOwing amelldment : 
Strike out after th.,woklci '~8ct," to ,mall. complaint to lome justice 

who shall proceed apait.llllithi"der for.said violation, in a lummary 
manner, ai is now prarided £01' aim.i.l:a1' oft"eDC8l. 

Upon which, 
The yeas' and nays were. eallf'd. for, ,and being ordered, were as fol

low: 
Y:J:Aa:-M~.s". :Qakw, Benton, Brqwning, Fullinwider, Harbour. 

Huner, Selman, Sanford, Wheeler, and Whitaker-lO. 
NATs-Meslls. Bi,"~l, Br.cUey, Crawfor~, Davis, Howel, Jay. 

Springer, Sprott, and Mr. President-9. 
So said amendment was agreed to. 

,Mr~ Hillel moved to~~tr~e ou~ the word "gallon" and insert "quart." 
Agreed to. ' 

Mr. Benton moved to lay said bill on the table subject to the order 
of the Senate. 

Lost. 
Mr. Da,vil ~oredl~d bill ~ read,a thir!1 time on Monday next. 
Lost. 

On motion, 
The Senate, adjourned till ~ro'el~~, P. S. 

~ • I ' 

j •. , 1" ::. 

1 ;.'. 'o! ' TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

H;,R. fi:le,.No •. 11"Abill.,:t0,prevent the sale of intoxicatingJiquors, 
Being in order. 

On motion '01 MI'. , BanfOrd, . " 
The.tbirteen~h :nde was: 8uipend~, and laid bill read a third time. 

The question being upon the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nay •. were'rBqueated,.nd being ordered, were as fol-

low: ", . " r '!,; '. 

YEAs-Messrs. Browning, Fullinwider, Jay, Sanford, and Wheeler 
-5.... . . !... to', ',"-, 

NATs-Messrs. Baker, Bitllell, Braclley, Crawlord, Davis, Howel, 
and Mr. President-7. 
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So the question was decicl~ iD-tlie n~e. 
Mr. Baker, with leave obtained, modu_ 

Senate file, No. 45, An aotto organize Pella. 
Which was read a first aDd lecond time, and 

On his motion, 
Referred to the coJll1Dittee on Incorporatioas. 

Mr. Sanford, with leave obtained, introduced 

-.-; . ~. l ,", 

. ~; 

Senate file, No. 46, A bill to authorize county c8lJUDiesionen to ac
cept road surveys. 

Which was read a ~l'st and second time, and 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on Roade. 

Message from the Hous.e of Representatives'!>y Mr. Richman, their. 
ehief clerk: 

Mr. President-
I herewith pregent for your signature, 

An act to amend an act entitled an act fixing the times of Jiol(lin.g the 
district courts in this State-, approved February 17th" 184'7. -

An act to provide for the location of the county seat of the county of 
, Clinton. -. 

An act for the relief of~Edward' Foster. . ~ 
An act to vacate a part of the territorial road from DuoutIue'. via Ro

chester, to Iowa City. 
An act fixing the compensation per diem of the members of 'he Gen-

eral Assembly. . 
An act to amend an act entitled an act to. provide' for the-rna.DIlg8ment 

and distribution of the school fund. approved 25tll February, 1847. 
_ A n ,act to legalize the election of Samuel A. Evans, as a justice of 

the peace of Richland township, in Keokuk county. 
An act to establish a State road from Elkader, in ClaytoD county, to 

Quasqueton, in Buchanan county. . , 
An act to authorize David Sterritt, his heirs and assigns, to build a 

dam across the Pittsburg Chute of the Iowa river. and a mill race 
thence to Wapello.'" , 

An act supplemental to an act creatiJ~a Board of Public Works, and 
providing for the improvement of the Des Moines river, approved Feb-, 
ruary 24, 1847. ' 

An act regulating the mode of selecting grand and petit jurors for 
the several district courts ~ Le. eo1lDtJ. 

'-., 
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-, 'An..,t to d~fiit8'the' defies of proseouting,attorney., aJUl'PJlovide com
pensation for their services. 

An act ,to authorill8'Jbaephus' Bealhmd James Brierly, their heira 
and assigns, to keep a ferry at Nashville, i~ Lee oOUBty. ' 

An aet;. relating tO'the sl.lAool funll of Clayton count}. 
An act to provide for the relocation of the seat of justice of Davis 

county. 
JoiRt resolution authorizing the Auditor of State te audit and allow 

eertain certificates therein named. 
An act to authorize the directors of IchooldiatrictNo. 3, in the town

ship of Brighton, Washington county, to levy a tax for school purposee. 
An act to permit the people of the tOWD of Fairfield to repeal their 

charter., ~ ,,' 
The same having passed both houses, been reported al correctly en

rolled., aDd. been signed by the Speaker of the House of Reprelenta
tives. 

Mr. Springer presented' a memorial to Congress for 500,000 acrel 
. of land. ' 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On motion- of Mro' Harbour, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said m~morial read a: third lime, 
passed, and title agreeil to. 

On motion of Mr. SaBford, 
Senate file, No. 29, A bill to repeal an act to relocate the seat of go_ 

vernment, 
Was taken from the table, a.nd 

On motion of Mr~ Baker, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, II:nd said bill rCQd a third time. 

Mr. Hughes (Mr. Bradley having been called to the chair) oirered 
a substitute to said bill. 

Mr. Benton moved to lay said bin and substitute upon the table. 
Upon which, '. , 

The yeas and nays were called for, and being ordered, were as fol
'low: 

YEAs---Messrs. Browning, Davi~, Harbour, Howel, Huner, Jay, 
, Sanford, Sprott; and. Whitaker-9. ' 

NAys---Messrs. Baker, Benton, Bissel, Bradley, Crawford, Fbllin
wider, Selman, Sanford, Springer, Wheeler, and Mr. President-IO. 

So the question was decided in'the negatin~ 
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Hr. Hughes. w~ leave obtained, wit.hdmv tbe:subMltute ~ hnate 
file, No. 29. 

Mr. Selman JDOved the &Ulpenfion of the thirteenth rule. 
Upon which, 

The yeas ~ DaYS being called fcr, and beiDg crdered, ~8r~ as fcl
low: 

Y.u,s-Messrs. Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Crawfcrd, Davis,..Fullin
wider, Hcwel, Selman, Springer, Wheeler, Whitaker, and Mr. Presi
dent-12. 

NAys-Messrs. Baker, Brcwning, Harbour, Huner; Jay1 Sword, 
and Sprott-7. 

, So the qUestion was decided in the negative. . 
Mr,. Whitaker moved the bill be read a third time on Mcrut.J next. 

Upon which, . 
The. yeas and DaYs were called for, and being ordered, were ... fol

low: . 
YBAS-Messrs. Benton, Bissell, Bradley, crawford, Davis, Fullin

wider, Howel, Selman, Springer, Wheeler, Whitaker, and Mr. Presi
dent-l 2. 

NAys-Messrs. Baker, Brcwning. Harbour, Huner, Jay, Sanford, 
and Sprott-7. 

So said bill was ordered to a third reading OD Monday ne~. 

Mr. Baker presented an account of Peter Roberts. 
Which. was, 

On his moticn,' , 
Referred io the committee on Claims. 
The President laid before the Senate a ccmmunicaticn from the Se

cretary of State. 
Which wa_, 

On moticn of Mr. Harbour, 
R"ferred to the committee' on Claims. 

Mr. Bissell, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re-
ferred , , 

H. R. file, No.6, A bill for an act to appoint commissioners l;o pre-
pare, a code of laWl, • 

Reported the same back without amendment and recommended its 
, paB.age. 

The question being upon concuning in the report of the commi~e; 
The yeas and nay_ were called.for, and being o.rdered, were .as fol-

lo~ , 
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YLui-»NaradiQet, .lIenSell, Hi.seD, BtatUq! Or.wfard, Dava, 
Harbour, Howel, Selman;Whitaker and Mr. President--ll. . 

NAys-Messrs. Browning, Fullinwider, Jay, Sanf~l'd, Springer, 
Sprott, and Wheeler-7. 

So the report was concuered.in. 
On motion: of Mr. Bradley, 

Said bill Was ordered.t9a t.hi1d r.eacling OIl Monday next. 
Mr. Benton, from the commit~e 01;\ SchOQls, to whoJpwas r¢'erred 
H. R. file, No. 34, A bill .for the 81tablillhment Qf. branches of the 

State University. 
• Reported the same back with one amendment. " 
The que.tion being oncooourring in the report of the commiUee; 

It was decided in the negative. 
Mr. Bissell moved to Itrike.out the 'enactiQg clause. 

Which was agreed to. 
Mr.'Benton, from £he committee on Schools, to whom was r~eI'red 
SeDate file, No. 39, An act to alAthorize a district school tax, 
Reported the same back and recommended its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, • The thirteeath rule was sU8pe1lde~ .aid bill read a third time, pas-
sed, and title agreed to. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned. 

4: 
MONDAY MORNING, JANUARY 24; 1848. 

The Senate. met pursuant to adjoumment. 
Mr. Baker, with leave obtained, presented the petition of Charle~ 

Cartright and thirty-seven other citizens of Johnson county. praymg an 
alteration in the revenue laws • 

., On motion of Mr. Sanford, 
The reading was dispensed with, and the petition referred to the 

committee on Ways and Means. 
Mr. Bissell p~esented the petition of J. K. Speake, ~d twenty oth-

15 
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er ~itizens or Lian and BentoIl 008", prayiag a uDica 1I1eJaool tis
triots. 

Which was, 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on Schools. 
Mr. Harbour presented the petition of Robert Blaeher, and aundry 

other citizens of Keokuk county, praying far a St~ road. 
And, with leave obtained, introduced 

Senate file, No. 47, An act to establish a State road therein llaIDed. 
\ 

W hioh was read a first and'second time, and 
On his motion, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pall-
sed, and title agreed to. . 

'Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Richmn, their 
chief clerk: 

Mr. President-
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House have passed, 

Senate file, No. 15, Joint resolution relative to adjournmeDt. . 
Without aDl£lndment. 

Mr. Sanford, from the standing committee on Enrolled Bills, report
ed that they had examined 

Senate file, No. 16, An act to provide for the election of representa
tives in Congress. 

Senate file, No. 21, An act to relocate a portion of a State road there
in named. 

Senate file, No.4, An act for the confinement of prisoners under the 
authority of the United Statel! in the jails of this State; and 

Sepate file, No.9, Joint resolution relative to books in the library. 
And find them correctly enrolled. 

Mess.e from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Richman, their 
chief ch.:rk : 

oMr. Pl"esiderd-
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House have passed, 

H. R. file, No. 56, An act making an appropriation for the public 
buildings at Iowa City. 

H. R: file, No. 20, Joint resolution to furnish Buchanan county with 
the laws. -

H. R .. file, No. 2i, Joint' resolution relative to mail routes. 
H. R: file, No. 22, Joint resolution in relation to school lands. 

In which they ask the concurrence of the Senate. 
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Xr. Hm.o.r,I ... 4e.~QD.hbnc BQirdi..,..towllora·"... 
~eferred the- report'~f the Commi •• ioners to relocate the Seat Qf Go
v~ent, ~rt,ed th~ "lUne back aud .eoommepdecl that it be filed in 
the office. ef the Secretary of State. 

The lluestiQn b~ing on conourrbc in the repon of the OODUDiUee" 
It wu decided in the affirmativ.e. . 

Mr. How~11 with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate tile, No. 48, An. a&t to provide for- thesel~n onhe balanQe 

of the 500,000 &cres. of ~Bd. ' 
Which was read a first and secoDll time" and 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, 
Referred to the coJJUDittee on School •• 
Senate tile, No. 29~ An act to. repeal an a¢ to provide- for.~o.JleIoca

tion of the seat of governmentt 

Was read a third time, passed and title agreed to •. 
H. R. tile, No. 6,. A bill toappoint commissioner. to prellUe a Cj)de 

oflaws, '. ' 
Was read a tJmod time, and 

On motion of Mr. BrowniDr", 
Laid on the table. . . . 
H. R. file, No. 64~ An act to incorporate the to.wn ot Fort Madiaon, 
Was read a first and second time. aJd" , 

On motion of Mr. Hunor,. 
Laid on the table. 

H. R. file, No. 42, A bill fOF all act making county orders bear in
terest, 

Was read • first and HCOnd time, and 
On motion of Mr. Browning, 

Referred to the committee on the J udieiary. 

, 

H. R. file, No. 32, A bill for an act supplemental and amendatory to 
an act to elltabliah a system of common schools, 

Was read a first and second time, and 
, On motion of Mr. Baker, 

Referred to the committee on Schools. 

H. R. tUetNo. 59, An act to amend an act for the limitation of ac
tions and for avoiding vexatious lawsuits,' 

Was read a first and secon<l time, and 
On motion of Mr. Bradl~y, 

Referred 'to the comniittee on the JU<Uciary. 
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,r Mr:' Biss'elt; rr(jfu ittie committee' on'the J uiIihiary; 'to"' wHom :\V~ rre_ 
ferfeil' :; .... ~ ',. ; ., .... '. " ,,:). " . , " l :;i i "'1 

'lI;;it,"flle; No: 42; A biB for an a6t to makidiouhtt'orderJ'bear in-
terest ' " '.' .... " . . I ' ,! .' , , . 
. ltllpottedctlie'same back with amehdments, arid recottlmenllecl its pas-
sage. . .. ' . ,'. "',' .1 .( 

l'heques~on being' on concurring in the' report of'the. committee; 
. "It was ile~ided'iil the aflirmative~ ",'." ' . 
Mr. Davis moved that the thirt~enth rule'be suspended, and sai4 bill 

read a tliird time now. '," '" 
Lost; and 

On Bis motion, " 
Oriier~d to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. ~8"Joint resolution for a donation orland from Con

gress for t~e putpose of erecting an Orplan Asylum and Manual La-
bor School. " , . ; . : 

Was read a nrst and second time, and . 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, thejoint resolution read a third 
time, 'p.assed1 ·and title agreed to. 

H. 'R. fiie', No.' 6l( A bill for an act in relation to the publication of 
the laws and journals. ' . ' . 

Was read a first and second time: and '. 
On motion of Mr. Davis, 

Reterred toa select committee, and '. 
Messrs. Davis, ,Bradley, lInd Wheeler, were apdointed said commit

tee. 

H. R, file, No. 65, A bill for an act to layout and establish a road 
from the city of Keokuk, in Lee comity, to the Raccoon fork of the Des 
Moines river. 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Whitaker, 

Said bill was referred to the committee on Roads. 

H. R. file, No. 55, A bill for an act to amend an act to provide for 
the management and distribution of the school fund, approyed Feb. 28. 
1847. 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Whitaker, 

Referred to the committee on Schools. 
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H. LIUe, ,No. 63, A bill for an.act ~t11"fflf!f pi j,WR .... in 
~e~. ",, '. '. ,'" j",,·~"I.'··' . ,.', 

Waa ~ad,a,lir.t,andli\Co»4~" ,'." '. ", , ',,", 
Mr. Sprott moved to amend by striking out "eight," and ins¢. 

c'six." 
~eedt:o. 

On motion of ~r.. Sprott" , . 
The thirteenth nUe was suspeaded, .aid, bill read a thir.cl ~e, pas

aed,and tit.\e. agreed. to. , 
Mr. Crawford, with leave obtained, oft'~r.ed the followiJlg l'lNolution: 
~olv-ed, That the Secretary and AIIsistant Secretary" ,lie allowed 

the sum of four dollars per day each; the Sergeant-at-Arml" two dol .. 
lars; Messeqger., and Fireman, each two dollarli, (or their servic~, du
ring the present session of the General Assembly. 

On motion, 
The Senate .adjourned, till 2 O'clock, P. K. 

TWO O'CLOCK, P. )f. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Richman, their 
chief clerk: 

.Mr. President- ' 
I herewith present for your signdure, 

An act con,cerning claimants on the half breed. tract; in Lee county. 
An act to locate alld establish a road therein named. 
An act to compensate the agent employed to select the University 

lands of this State. 
, An act to authorize George L. Davenport and Oth4!llI to erect a toll I 

bridge across the Wapsipinicon river. . , i 

An ·act to repeal an act herein named.' . . ,'1 

An act fixing the times and places of holding tAe district court~ in the 
first judicial district. " . 
. An act to authorize Adam Hine, his heirs and assigns, to keep a 
ferry crossin~ th~ Mississippi river at tpe city o~: ~eokuk,'. i~ . Lee I 
county. .F 
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, .Ab aCt to ~ .a td'pialats •. 
The SIUJ1fl having passed both houses., been reported _ ocoi'reetIy m

rolled, and ,been .sigl1ed by the Speaku of the House.r Representa
tives. 

I· herewith retllm, 
An act to provide for the election of representatives to CoDgl'esw .. 
Joint resolution relative to books in the library. . 
A. act to relocate a portion of a State road therein named. 
An act for the confinement of prisoners under the authority of the 

UDitedStates in the jails of this State. ' 
The same having been signed by the Speaker of the House of Repre. 

senta;tives. ' 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Richman, their 
chief clerk: 

.Mr. Presid.e.nt-
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House have passed, 

Senate file, No. 35, A bill, for an act concerning the limitation of 
,suits. ' ' 

A memorial in relation to 500,000 acres of land; and 
Senate file, No. 28, A bill for an act to establish a system of com· 

mon schools, 
With ~endments. 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 

Mr. Sanford, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that he 
had this day presented to the Governor for his approval, the follo'Ying 
.bills: 

An act to relocate a portion of a State road therein named. 
An act for the confinement of prisoners under the authority of the 

United States in the jails of this State. ' 
An act to provide for the election of representatives in Congress. 
Joint resolution relative to books in the library. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Parmer, their, 
assistant clerk: . 

.Mr. President-
. I am directed to inform the Senate that the Hou~e ban passed, 

H.' R. file, No. 24, J oint resolution authorizing the Governor to make 
a deed for lL certain lot in Iowa City', to the heirs of William Kemp, de
ceased. 

H.' R. file, No. 23, Joint resolution requesting our Representativea 
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~D o.g... ... procve the I"'. or .. .of • To~ical Eaci
Jlee1I:I4e ",un the north Ii» of tbill S&.te. 

III • ..r whiob. the CGPCUl'1'ence of the Snate i. requested. 
Mr~ Crawford, with leave obtained, intrGduced 0 0 

Senate ;,file, No. 51, At} act for the relief of Dub~que county. 
Whiall. was read afirlt and second time, and 

On bi8 motion, 
The thirteenth rule was supende4l, laid bill w .. read 6 third time, 

puled, and title ._ to. 
Mr. Sprjnger, with leave obtained, prelented the account.f ADion 

Hart. 
Which was, 

Onma motion, 
,Rfferr~d to the committee "On Claims. 
M·r. Bruley, with leave obtained, offered. the following resolution: 
°Resolved, That the committee on Claims be inctructed to incorP9rate 

into the appropriation bill of the present session, a general continge.t 
appropriation of three hundl-ed dollars, for the purpose of paying for 
services r-eqllired by law for which no appropriations have beeD made. 

Which wa$, 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee OIl. Claims. 

Mr. Har.bour~ from the COlDmittee on Public Buildings., 00 whom w.as 
referred 

H. R. file, No. M, An act for aD appropriation ontbe public build
~ at Iowa City, 

o Reported the a_e back and recommended its iadefinite pOlitpone
mente 

The question beiRg upon concurring in the report of the commit
tee, 

It was decided inl the negative. 
Mr. Fullinwider moved that the.thirteenth rule be suspended and the. 

bill read a third time DOW. I 
Agreed to. . 

Mr. Bradley moved.a call of the Se'Qf.te. ' I 

.When it appeared that Messrs. Bellton and Sanford were absent. 
Mr. Benton appearing, the further call was suspended, and 

The question being upon the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays were called for, and being ordered, were as fol-

low: ' ~ 
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Yh8~l\feiil1't.' &kln-;: 'BentOn, lIi.llell,- Bl'lIdI&y, ~fcri~' FuDi ... 
wider, Springer, Wheeler, and 'Mr: Pl'esident-9. ,-. , ',' 

NAva---:.Messrs., Brownmg, Davis-" Harbour,; Howiel,; Hb8Jt, Jay~ 
Selman, Spr9tt, and Whitaker-9. I ' 

So the question was decided in thenegativeo' 
On motion of Mr. Browning;' " 

The vote was reconsidered, and said bill referred tOa:nlect commit ... 
tee with instructions to report this, afternoon. 

Messrs. Browning, Springer, and Bradley, were appointed said com.,. 
mittee. ' 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Senate file, No. 44, A bill for an act in relation to the Uninuity and 

school fund. 
Was takeI;l from the table, and" 

On motion of Mr. Browning,. 
Laid on the table. 

The Senate re:rolved itself into a committee of the wliole, fOr ilie con£. 
sideration of 

H. R. file; No. 41, A bill for an act to amend an act providing for 
levying and collecting revenue for State and county purposes. 

After some time spent therein, ' -
The committee rose, and by their Qhairman reported the' same back 

with sundry amendment" thereto, and asked the coneu1'l'ence of the 
~enate therein. ' 

The question being on ooncurring in the report of the committee;, 
It was decided in the affirmative, .' 

Mr. Whitaker moved to amend by striking ont ''two aDd three-founhs 
per cent." and inserting "two and one-half." 

Agreed to. 
Mr. Springer moved to reinstate the second section of the bill. 
Which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Jay, 
The section was amended by striking out nine and illserting eight. 

On motion of Mr. Whitak,er, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, the bill read a third time, passed 

and title agreed to. 
Mr. Davis, from the select committee, to whom was referred 

H. R. file, No. 62, An act in relation to the publication of the laws 
and journals, 
R~d the lame back wit~ amendments. 

Digitized by Google 



121 

Which were ooncurred iDj:'-' !' " ': ' ., 

;00 m«Jtiob·of.l\fr.Harbour, " ,'. 
,The thirteenth, rule wu, .~ecI; laid ,ldll"eacl a tLird: time, pas

sed, and title agr8ed to. 
Mr. Ben&on, frOID the CCIID1Ilittee on SehGOlI, towhom,waa referred 

Senate file, No. 48, A bill for an act to provide for the lelectioa of 
the balance of the 500,000 acrel of aohoollands; 

Reported the same back with amendments, 
Which' were,oollCdrred in. , 

On 'motion of Mr. Harbour, 
The thirteenth tule was luspended, said bill read a thircl time, "JIls

sed, and 'title agreed to. ' 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

The Senate resolved itself i~to a committ~ of the whole, Mr. Har
bour, in the chair, for the consideration of 

Senate file, No. 44, A bill for an act in relation to the University 
arid school fund, 

After some time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by their chaiI:r:pan reported the same back 

with amendments thereto, and asked the concurrence of the Senate-
therein. ' 

The question being upon concurring in the report of the committee, 
It was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. Bradley moved to strike out the 14th and 15th sections. 
Agreed to, and' , 

On motion of Mr. Baker, 

• I 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pas-
,sed, and title agreefl to. ' 

Senate file, No. 28, An act to establish a system of common schools. 
Was taken from the table, and 
, On motion of Mr. Bissell, 
The Senate concurred in all amendments made by the House thereto, 

save amendment to the 72ndsection. 
Upon which, 

Theye~ and nays were called for, and being ordered, were as fol
low: 

YEAs-Messrs. Browning, Fullinwider, Jay, Sanford, Springer, 
Sprott, and Wheeler-7. 

NAys-Messrs. Baker, Benton, Bisse11, Bradley, Crawford, Davis, 
Harbour, Howel, Huner, SellDflll, Whitaker, and Mr. President-::J.2. 

16' ~ 
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So the ameadmellt WM Dot acmcu ...... in.· : 
Mr. Benton, from the .Ielect co~to wham wee'refelNll 

H. R~ file, No i5,.A. bill for aa act touuad. aa act eDtHled an act 
for the managem~nt and disposition of the achool fllDd, 

Reported the lame baek without ameodmeD&a aDd reoommended i~s 
passage. 

Which report was CODCurred in. 
On his motion, 

The thirteenth rule was Impended, said bill read a third time, pu
lled, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Way. aad Meanl, to whom 
was referred' 

H. R. file, No. 24, Joint reaolution to authorize the Governor to sell 
and convey a lot in Iowa City, to the heirs of William Kemp, deceased. 

Reported the same back without amendmenta, and 
On his motion, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a third 
time, passed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Browning. from the select committee to whom was referred 
H. R. file, No. 56, A bill for an appropriation on the public build

ings at Iowa City. 
Reported the same back with amendments. 

. Which were cOllcurred in. 
On motion of Mr. Springer, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said bill was read a third time, 
and 

The question being upon the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were called for, and being ordered, were, as fol

low: 
YEAs;--Messrs. Baker, Benton, Bissell, Bradley, Browning, Craw

ford, Davis, Fullinwider, Howel, Springer, Wheeler, Whitaker, and 
Mr. President-13. 

NAys-Mesllls. Jay, Selman,·Sanford, and Sprott-4. 
So said bill wall passed, and title agreed to • . , 

H. R. file, No. 23, Joint resolution requesting our Representatives 
in Congress to prooure the servicefl of a Topograpical Engineer to run 
the north line of this State, 

Was read a first and flecQnd time, and 

.... ~t1on, 
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""'rheltlUrteeDth rule ... luapaded, taidjaiDtretolutioD reid a third 

ttime, puaed, aDd title agreed to. 

On motion, 
"!lbe Senate adjourned till & o'clock, P. K. 

SIX O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The President announced to the Senate that he had a communication 
from the Governor. 

On motion df Mr. Harbour, 
The Senate resolved itself into an executive session, and after some 

time spent therein, the session rOlle. 

Mr. Bradley offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, Tllat the President of the Senate be entitled to reoeive two 
dollars per day, during the present session, as an extra compenl8tion. 

Which was adopted. 

Mr. Springer offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Senate be tendered to the Hon. 
Thomal Hughes, for the highly satislactory manner in which he has 
discharged the duties of President during the present session. 

Which was adopted. 

On motion, 
The Senate Adjourned till 8 o'clock to-morrow morning~ 
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TUESDAY MORNING, JUUARY 25, 1848. 

Senat.e met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Baker, with leave obtained, introduced 

Senate file, No. 18, Joint resolution in relation to mails. 
Which was l'ead a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
.~~ ,~rteenthl'ulp was suspended, said joint resolution read a third 

time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Baker, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom..wu re

ferred 
Senate file, No. 45, An act to organize Pella. • 
Reported the same back and recommended its indelinite po~tpcme-

ment j and asked leave to withdraw the bill. . . 
Which wall agreed to. . 

Mr. Benton, from the committee on Schools, to whom was referred 
Senate file, No.4, Joint resolution relative to school officers, and 
H. R. file, No. 84" A bill for the establishment.of branches of·a: State 

University, 
Reported the same back and recommended their, indefinite postpone-

ment. ' " ' 

Mr~ Benton reported certain documents from the Governor, referred 
to the committee. on Schools, and recommended that they be filed in the 
office of the Secretary of State. ' , ' 

Mr. Benton offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That A. H. Palmer be employed to print four hundred 

and eighty copies of the Journals of the Senate of the present session, 
at the prices allowed by law. ' 

Which was adopted. 
H. R. file, No. 42, A bill for an act making county orders bear in-

terest. \ 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Sanford from the standing committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
that he had this day presented to the Governor for ~is apprGval, the 
following bills: 

An act to legalize the sales of achooi lands. 
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An act to authorize a dutriet 8'Chool'taxi . . ',', . I 

An acno'legalize tJre1 act1J or's. A. Styles aa a justice at the peace. 
An aot concern~ng the limitation of suits. I , : 

An act to amend an act to illoorporale't1te city of Dubuque." .' ; 
Joint resolution relative to the printing and distribution: of tlie laws 

oUhis State. ' . 
Joint resolution requesting our Representatives' in Congress to pro

cure the' seI'Vices of 1;ne of the 'TopograJ}hietrl Engineers to run the 
north line of this State. ' 

Joint resoluti9n for a mail route from Cedar Rapids, in Linn county, 
to the falls; of Cedar, in Buehanan county •. 

An act to provide for the appointing of commissioners to draft,: rmse 
and arrange a {lode of laws.' ' 

H. R. file, No. 7l,.A bill (or an act, &c. . .. 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion, 
Said bill was ordered to a third l'eading,to-morr~w. 

Message from the House of Representatives by Mr. Richman, their 
chief cleric: 

.Mr. President-
I herewith present fOr your signature, 

Joint resolution to furnish Buchanan county with the laws. 
An act regulating jurors fees in Lee county. 
J oint resolution relative to certain mail routes. 
Joint resolution for a donation ofland. 
Joint resolution authorizing the Governor to make a deed for a cer

tain lot in Iowa City to the heirs of W m. Kemp. 
The same having passed both houses, been reported as correctly en

rolled, and been signed by the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives. . . " 

I herewith return to you, 
Senate file, No. 51, An act for the relief of Dubuque county: 
A memorial, &c. \ 
Joint resolution relative to adjournment. 
The sbme ... having been signed by the Speaker of the House of Re

presentatives. 
The House have agreed t~ the amendments made by the Senate to 
H. 'R. file, No. 41, An act to amend all act providing for levying and 

collecting.revenue for State and county purposes, 
With one exception.,~ 
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. In which the Clon(\lii'i'ence of the S ..... 1'WQ1J.,r.l •. 
R. N 58~ aQt _ a1 It- to . AlOJ. ~ It ci or 

Keokuk, 
te a i an eCQI ;Uw 1Dd· 

On rnotio~ of ~r. Sprott, 
T th' en ule as send ,.. bill til third ne, s-

.8ed, and title agreed to. 
R, , N 6, act pr d. hql i cUetn 

lV as read a first and second time, anlli 
n on Mr anf, . 

The thirteenth rule was sU8pendell,·ald bilheadl a third tune,pas-· 
.~ d' agedt 

Mr. Sprott moved to take from· the tlable, 
R. N 4, aC in polllL the t 'WIll,.c Fort 1\fad' n. 

greed • 
Said bon w read fir t nd: second' time • 
• Spr t JJro d t ~e "l!U.. th l' be spe __ Jd sai Ill: 

lead a third tim. now 
gr to , 

The question being on fIle passage of' the Di1I~ 
w deci d in e a mat" 

Mr. Crawford moved a reeonsideration of the vote' just taken"aDlI 
thaid be err to t gen ma om lk~ 

Agreed to. 
sag rom e 

chief clerk: 
P denl 

I herewith return 

se Re sen 'Ves 

S 'ate ,N 13, int olu" • 

M Ric 1Ul" 'r 

The same having been signed by the Speaker of the HOUle of Re
pre tati 

The House have passed, 
J " t r uti rela" e to ail te.· 
Senate fil~, No. 31, hl reqwring e a sso 0 ta lis of 

per s s b"eet t mina y d t . 
T e House ha con red the en nt ade th ena to 
H R. file No 71, An act to provide for the compensation of mem-

ber) ffie , an rin S 0 e G era Ilse ly" 0 8. 

H R. fil N 71, An act maki general ap ropriations 

....... as rea a fi an co im, nd 

Diqiti 



On motion 01 Mr. Springer, 
Jleferrec1 to the ........ on Claiaa .. 

127 

Mr. Bradley moved that the Senate recede (ram ita amellcbMntto 
H. R. file, No. 41, A bill to trovide Eel a to eetr ,&ateUMl eGtIIlty 

revenue, 
Diae.greed.to by tb. BOdIe. 

AVeed to •. ' . 
Mr. Baker, to whom was referred 

H. R. file, No. ~, A llin for .. 'act to·iaco.pora.te tlle fe1r* .f Fort 
, Madison, 

Reported the aame back and reeemmended itt paSlage~ 
On motion of Mr. Spr0tt, 

'!'be thirteemh rule wa. IUIIpeDded, said .ill read. a thiId time, pas
led, aDd title agreed to.· 

Mr. Benton, with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate ~le, No. 18, Joint resolution to aothorize the commiuionerl' 

appointed to revise a code rL laws to take books from the library. 
( 

Which was read a Drat aDd second time, and • 
On his motion, 

The thirteenth rule was suspended, said joint resolution reada third 
time, passed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Crawford, from the 8taBding committee on Olaime, to whom was 
referred 

H. R. file, No. 71, A bill fM appropriations fo1' payment .of oticer. 
~fthe Genen} Asltembly, &.c., 

Reported the same back with amemImws .. 
Which were concurred in, and 

On motion, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, Hid bill read a third time, pas

sed, and title agreed to. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Richman, their 
chief clerk: 

.MT. President-
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House haye passed with

out amendment, 
Senate file, No. 17, Joint resolution for a mail route from Cedar Ra

pids, in Linn county, to the falls of Cedar river, in Blackh~wkcounty. 
SeDate file, No. 12, AD act to legalize the ules of school lands. 
Senate file, No. 16, Joint resolution relative to the distribution of the 

laws. /' 
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The H(\use have also passed, , ' , ' ,,; , 
H. R. file, No. 68, 'A bill fOl" .uUt"to aJDead- ut to ineorpoiate 

the .city of Keokuk. .." .. I : ". • • 

, H. 'R.. ile, No.'71"An.acbto eha. the liaule Of Fremont1cdunty in 
this State. . ''I ' 

Senate file, No. 39, An act to authorize i. distriet' sohOoHex ; and 
Senate file, No. 50, An act to legalize the acts of S • .A. Styl" ,as a 

justice of the peace. 
H. R. file, No. -, J:oint resolution relative to .printing the laws and 

jou~nals, . 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. crawford, 
The thirteenth rule wall suspended, said jeint resolution read .. third 

time, passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 72, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Laid on the table. 
H. R. file, No. 26, 
Was read a first and seQond time, and 

On motion, 
The thirteenth rule was suspended, said hill read a thirc1 time, pas~ 

sed, and title agreed to. 
On motion of,Mr. Browirlng, 

The Senate proceeded to the the election of an Asiistant Secretary. 
Mr. Bradley nominated C. C.Rockwell. ' 

C. C. Rockwell having received eighteen votes, being a majority of 
the whole Senate, was de~lared duly elected, and was sworn for the 
faithful discharge of his duties. 

Mr. Browning moved to reconsider the vote on 
H. R. file, No. 72, 
Which was, 

On his motion, I 

Referr~d to the committee on Claims. 
On motion of Mr. Sanford, , 

Messrs. Sanford and,Balter were appointed a cQmmittee ~ iDform 
the H01.l,$e that the Senate was r",ady to adjourn sine die. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. BiubmaR, their 
chief clerk : 

wVr. President-
- ...... 
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The lL>use has pa~sed, I 

H. R. file, Joint resolution relative to printing laws in newspapers. 
H. R. file, No. 72, allowing compensation to Isaac R. Atlee and 

others. 
H. R. file, No. 26, Joint resolution to allow com., &c. 
H. R. file, No. 27, Joint resolutio!l' ' 
H. R. file, No. 25, Joint resolution. 
In which the coneurrence of the Senate is r!lquested. 

On motion, 
Messrs. Bradley and Springer, were appointed a committee, to act 

with a like committee on the part of the House, to inform the Gover
nor that the General Assembly is now ~eadyto adjourn sine die. 

Mr. Bradley, from said joint committee, reported that they had ~ait
ed upon his_ Excellency, and were informed by him that he had n~fur- ' 
ther communications to make to the General Assembly. ' 

H. R. file, No. -, Joint resolution relative to the officers and sol
diers from thill State in the Mexican war, 

Was read a first and,second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Springer, 

The' thirteenth rule was suspendelf, said joint resolution read a third 
time, passed, and title agreed to. 

Messrs. Springer and Benton ,were appointed -a committee to carry 
out the provisions of said res,olution. 

Mr. Crawford moved that the Senate adjourn aine die. 

Upon which the President delivered the following 'address: 

GENTL EM EN OF THE SEN A. TE :-Permit me, before we separate, to 
return you my sincere and heartfelt thanks for the kind indulgence 
you have shown me in the discharge of the duty of presiding over your 
deliberations. 

-This is the second time that we have met together to deliberate upon 
the interests of our young and growing commonwealth; if we have dis
charged our duties faithfully, conscientiously, and to the best of our 
abilities, we have done aU that an enlightened constituency will ask at 
our hands. But if, on the other hand, we have suffered party zeal, or 
personal prejudice, or passion, to bias our minds, and lead us astray 
from the rule of right, the people have a sure way of letting their voice 
be heard, and they will be certain to visit our acts with a just condem
nation. 

The lIession has been a short though a stormy one-in' which party 
17 

#' 
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zeal has iran high; yet it gives me pleasure to believe that. no personal 
, animosity has grown out of our contentions for political principles. 

i 

Gentlemen, allow me to congratulate you upon the prospect you have 
of a speedy return to the bosom of your families, and if the good wish
es of an individual as humble as myself, can be of any service, rest as
sured you have them to the fullest 'extent. 

Gentlemen, perupt me again to thank you for the kind indulgence 
you have shown me in. tqe discharge of the duties which by your kind. 
ness devolved upon me; and to again assure you that· you~ partialitr 

. will ever be gratefully remembered. 

The question was then put, 
Shall the Senate adjourn sine die? . 
. It was decided in the affirmative. 
And the Senate adjourned .withoul day. 

... 
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APPENDIX. 

[A] 

AUDITOR'S REPORT. 

STATE OF IOWA, AUDITOR'S OFFICE. l 
IOWA CITY, JANl'ARY 3, 1848. S 

Gentlemen oflll.6.&nate 
and H01.UJe of Rt:preaenfati'fJtll: 

In accordance with th~ requirements oflaw, I have the honor to ash
mit the following statement of' the re\'enues, taxable funds, reloureel, 
incomes, and property of the State, known to this office; allo, the ex
penditures and disbursements of the iscal yelJr which closed on the'3Oth 
of November last, together with an estimate of the appropriations neces
sary to be made for the present year. 

It affords me pleasure to report to you tllat the revenue of the year 
1847 will be fully equal to the current expenses of the State and the 
payment of interest on the loan; though the revenue law will not yield 
as much as was anticipated, in consequence of its not going into opera
tion until after the assessment was made, yet the levy in July was made 
under the new law. 

From the returns received from the several counties, it appear. that 
the aggregate value of property taxed within the State amQunts to 
$) 1,277,139, which, at two mills Oft the dollar, 'yields It revenue of 
$22,554 27; deduct from this, say 30 per cent. for delinquenciell ani 
expenees of collection, and we have the IUm.of $15,7S8 00. 
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The annual expenses of salarie!!, interest on loan, &c., amount to 
$15,250 00. -If, therefore, there h~d been no session of the General 
Assembly this year, we should have been able to meet all our liabilities 
with promptness. The loan of $55,000 has enabled the State to main
tain her credit at home, and keep the warrants iSllued from this office 
at par. The first six months interest on the loan, which is required to 
be paid semi-annually at the Philadelphia Bank, amounting to $2730 23, 
has been remitted to John B.Trevor, Esq., of 'Phi~delphia, for that 
purpose. 

The Treasurer of State has received during the year, up to the 1st of 
Nov'4 the sum of $50,782 36, and paid on warrants during that time 
the sum of $59,184 36, the interest paid to holders of warrants is not 
included in this amount. During the year up to the lst of December, 
the warrants drawn on the Treasurer amount to $52,103 17. 

By a provision of the Con6titution, "no mO\ley can be drawn from 
the Treasury, but in consequence of appropriations made by law." 
Several laws are in force, requiring compensation to be made on the 
performance of certain services; but, as appropriations were not made 
to eo.ver them, I deemed it my duty to sUtlptmd the allowance of such 
cla)tns, and submit the same to the General Assembly, and ask for ap
propriations to meet them, which wil.1 be found under the proper head. 
I would respectfully suggest that there be a gener!!l contingent fund 
set apart to meet such cases, which should. only be used where the law 

· .llt '¥lain requirillg the payment of money, and the appropriation 4a .. been 
,1J~ted. . 

. By the act of the 8th of February last, relative to the Miners' Bank 
. of,Dubuque, I was required to issue a warrant on the Treasurer to the 

· .President, Directors, & Co., of that institution, or their assigns, for any 
balance of debt or interest tllat might be due from the Territory ,of 
'~a, on their surrendering' to me the evidences of debt executed by 

, ·the Territorial Agent. On the 6th. day of -Mayan injunction. from the 
"D~trict Court of Dubuque county was served upon. me at the insfia:nce 

-:.lIf:t1l.e Trustees o.ppoiilted to wiDd up the. afi'aill'S of the Bank, enjmning 
,ilJM DOt tQ audit. and allow the debt. On the 24th of J uneth.e notes- and 

evidences of debt were presented to me for settlement. by the assignee 
· ~~r ~e Bank: Upon an examination of the question 1 discovered that an 
.» ussignment o£ the effects of tho Bank, and of the notes.given by the Ter
I • rial Agent, had . heen made Be~ral days previous to the taking effect 
bttf the act appointing .the 'fi'ustaes, and believing it to be an improper 

interferenoe of the oourf·with. my. duties as agovermnent offioer, I dis
--..... 
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",..-cJed, th~ ~njunc;tiQ~,:aJiIAl iss~~d my warra~oo the Tl:easur~r, for ~e: 
sJlm of $6,93~ ,23. J have since been served with ,a notice to ap~ 
before the Di~r~ct Cour:t of Dubuq,ue county, to show cause, whY,an 
attachment sllo)1ld not issue against ~e for contempt. I appeared be
fore the court at .its 'last session and wa~ fully acquitted, ~d the rule, 
against me dismi~.ed. Th~s has e~ded this vexed quesii9n wi~ t.Jte 
Miners' Rm\:, whicli has been before the Legisla~llr~, in sQmc shape' Of 
other~ for the l~st ten'y~ars. , ' " , 

:ay a reference ~.1h~! ~b!llar $tatements, h~rewith, submitt~d, it will, 
~ discofer!ld that ,great in~quality in the valuation of property exists 
in the several countics; which, proves one of two things, either that ill 
some c,ounties a large ~mount ,of property escapes taxation, or that the 
assessment is made at a very low rate; and 'no doubt, both causesha\'e 
their effect. It would be well to require of the assessors to procl,ll'e 
from the Land Omces, annua1ly, an al"stract of the lands sold in tlieir 
resp~ctive cOllnlies; the Registers will cheerfully furnish such abstracts 
for a small fee, which!,should be paid for out of lhe county trcasuri,es. 
tt is estimated that the sum of $500 has been added to the taxes of 
J~hnsQn county. this year by such an abstract, which would have been 
wholly los~ without ~t. ' , 

By a comparative statement of the value of property in 1846 and 1847; 
herewith submitted, it will be perceived that, while in mo~t of the 
comities, th~;e . has been a gradual inci.:ease, in, the' countios',of Ced~r, 
Des Moine~,Muscatine and Scott; there has been a great decre~e, and 
as it is welI'known'tllat there has been a large additi~n, to th,e popula
tion of those Qounties the past year, it must be attributed to aI! imper-
fect valuati~n: ". " ' .. ' . 

, rhe tables which follow, sh~wing the sever.al kinds or'property tal{ed, 
:.nd for what purposes, havtl been mad~ up from the ,b,est 'inforfOOtion I 
'could 'obtain frolJ? the several Commissioner's Clerks.' l'hough therj: is 
'no' law 're~uiririg them to specify the several kinds of property, they 
'have generally 'very pro~ptly complied with my reque~t, by furnishing 
the items. Soine have objected to do so, because the County Commis-
8ioner~ will'Iiot compensate'them for"their labor.' I would therefore 
stigge~t that silch service'~hould be pailtfor out'of the coqnty treasu
,ries, and that the clerki! b~ I liallle to' Q penalty; hi ,c~~~ of neglect .o'r te-
£Usal tordis~hatge!the duty. '::,: ':' " ' , "", I' I , '.' 

, The Commissioner's Clerk of Dub~,ue couhty ilas 'heglected to fur

,'Ilill~ ~'tlbstra~t;':oC: the 'A~~es8eB ~al11eof!:pr~pe~ :m th~t c~~~, ~,nce 
\ 1, ' ... I t; ','. ,. ,I r":, ." ~: IJ!J • t.. •• • ,1 iJlt J I. ~'J./'; 
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the year 1843, consequently there has been nothing charged in all that: 
time. Sometime since I authorized th'e Prosecuting Attorney of the 
district to institute proceedings against the clerk by mandamus, to com
pel him to discharge his duty • At the last court the cause came up and 
a peremptory mandamus was ordered out against the clerk. 

The assessment n!,xt year under the new law wiJI dou}>tJess bring 
much property on the lists that has heretofore escaped taxation, yet 
there,will certainly be a great deficiency in the revenue to meet all the 
expenses and liabilities, and also those which will grow out of your pre
sent session, which ought to be provided for immediately. I would 
tlrerefore suggest tae propriety of effecting an additional loan of $25,000; 
which can in all probability be obtained within the State at a reasona
ble interest. 

The warranb drawn on the Treasurer, when there is no money on 
hand, generally depreciate in value from ten to fifty per cent. I think 
this could in a great measure be obviated if the warrants were printed' 
in the style of bank notes of the denomination of ten, twenty, and fifty 
dollars, and allowed to draw as much interest as we would be \IIilling to 
pay for a loan, they would then probably circulate on Ii. par with bank 
paper throughout the State, and become a,circulating mediulD amongst 
our citizens; if such a plan is adopted a loan, would be unnecessary. 
An appropriation of $250 will furnish the plate and the printing of war
rants sufficient for three or four ye .. rs. Some specimens are herewith 
submitted. I would suggest that a sinking fund be established, to which 
should be appropriated, annually, the sum of $5,500, for the pur~ose of 
meeting the amount obtained by loan, which will be due in the year 1857. 

By estimates herewith submitted it appears that it will be necessary 
to raise the present yt:ar the sum of $24,68600; to accomplish this the ' 
levy for State purposes should be increased to three mills on the dollar •. 

In some of the States it is made the duty of the Auditor, after he has 
ascertained the amount of property assessed, and the amouflt it will be ' 
nece::sary to r.nse ior the year, to make the levy and inform the county 
officers accordingly. By this means a greater tax than is act'.lally 
needed is not imposed upon the people. Whether such a systtlm would 
be proper in this State I am not prepaTe~ to lIay. 

Of the tax levied in 1846, ~ounting to $7,454 :42.: o~y $4,830 75 
baa been paid i~to the Treasury. 

I lUll using ev~ means with~ ~y JlOw.er to,nforea mQl'e, prompt 
settlement with the County Treasurers than has been the practice under 

.... 
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the'Territorialgovemment. Accounts have been sent to the Prosecuting 
Attorneys ot several counties, with instructiODI to use the most efficient 
measures to enforce the collection of the sums now due. The sum of 
$5,186 00 stands charged on the books ot this office against the Trea
Burers of twenty-one of the counties prior to the year 1847. How much 
of that amount can be collected lam unable to estimate. 

, -
Respectfully submitted, 

JOB. T. FALES. 

'. 

'. ,I' 
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A' DET A)LED STATEMENT oj i~e Receipts aWl Dis~urse1nents lu-
Ting the year ending 30th November,' 1847. ' 

RECEIPTS. 

AmoWlt oftllx]>!lid to'M. RENo, Esq., Treasurer. 
From the county of Appanoolle, for 1846, 

" " " Benton, "" 
" " " Cedar, "" 
" " " Clayton, "1845, '46, 
" " " Clinton, " 1846, 
" " " Davis, "" 
" " " Delaware, "1845, 
" " " Des Moines," 1844, '45, '46, 
" " " Dubuque, "1846, 
" "" Henry, c: 1844, '46, 
" " "Iowa, " 1846, 
" " " Jackson, " 1844, '45, '46, 
" " " Jefferson, "1844, '45, '46, 
" " " Johnson, " 1846, 
" " " Jones, " 1846, '47, 
" " " Keokuk, "1846, 
" " "Lee, ;, 1846, 
" " "Linn, " IS45, '46, '47, 

." " " Louisa, " 1844, '46, 
" " " Mahaska, "1846, 
" " " Marion, " 1846, 
"," " Monroe, " 1846, 
" " " Muscatine," 1843, 
" " "Scott, " 1846, 
" " " Van Buren, " 1846, 
" " " Wapello, " 1845, '46, 
" " " Washington, " 1846, 

Total amount of tax received, 

$995 
10 35 

-126 00 
7038 
90 34 

108 00 
2890 

96900 
2424& 
445 78 

3 50 
11283 
276 01 
29677 
102 00 
52 48 

705 24 
40472 
232 11 
a8 10 
2500 
25 00 

25980 
22544 
59597 
72 31 

19400 

Amount of loan received through W m. F. Coolbaugh, 
$5,78236 
55,00000 

$80,782 36 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Amount of warrants drawn upon the Treasury for the payment of 
appropriationa made by law for the purposes specified: 
:t'or general apprOpriation bill, - . $20,221 67 
" C. A. Robbins, for seals, 55 00 
., E. Cutler, Jr., for indexing and distributing laws, 300 00 
" A. H. Palmer, for printing and binding laws of 1847, 2,105 68 
" Charles MaBon, as'attorney, Iowa. vs. Misswri, 200 00 
" S'llas Foster, for printing laws in the Standard, 179 00 
" A. H. Palmer, " " "Reporter, 109 00 
" A. P. Wood, ., " " Tribune;" 18 00 
" Geo. Greene, " " "Express, 18 00 
" !l-. Sanders, " " " Da.y. Oazette, 6 00 
" Edwards & Broadwell, fur printing Journal of H. of R., 1,199 87 
" M., Mobley, assignee Miners' Bank of Dubuque, 6,931 23 
" A. H. Palmer, for printing Journal of Seriate, 818 27 
" " " School laws, pamphlet form, 33 10 
" lVm. F. Coolbaugh, for expenses and services in procu-

ring loan, ' 6QO 00 
1,128 00 

.a,812 96 
" Convention of 1844, 
" " 1846, -
" Governor's salary, 
"Secretary's '" 

, " Auditor's " 
" Treasurer's 
" LibiaTiab.' s 

" ." 
'" Lessee of Penitentiary, 
" Expenses of Penitentiary, 
" Deputy Sheriff' of Supreme Court, 
" Oovernor's contingent fund, 
" Secretary's " 
" Auditor's " 
" Treasurer's " 
" Librarian's " 
" Judges Supreme Court salaries, 
" "District" " 
" Fund for arre~ng fugitives from justice, 
" Interest on loan up to January 1, 1848, 
U Public 'Buildings _at Iowa City, 

18 

.: 

1,000 00 
500 00 
600 00 
400 00 
11250 
2sa 00 
289 96 

13 50 
500 00 
300 00 
300 00 
300 00 

75 00 
- 2,413 88 

2,000 00 
400 00 

2,7302a 
- 2,200 00 

$52,103 17 
. -,-
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J{)URNAL OF· 

N S ~ TE f "m, 'W n8 IlCt ."J 01 j 8t."ftc req";" 

r by aw 

om, ns ion f en to lee Sal Sp ngs, 
C".I)sts du Dubuq e nty U, • v W, an et. ., 

$00.,6 
1 86 0 
1,200 00 
. 50 0 

Salary of buperintendent of Publie IIl8truetion, 
on g~ fu d f 

Reports f ~ re C rt 
ExpelJses of Penitentiary, 

ee f er iJl up m Co 

a 

OTHER ES IIMATES. 

Warrants outstanding 
xpenses of present session, 
in 'ng un 

SalarieS', &e" already avpropriated 

Amount of revenue ef 1847,· 

Amount mecessary to be raised in 1848, 

, 
5010 

600 00 
50 0 

$4,136 00 
--.'--- - -

$5700 l)() 

9,300 00 
00 10 

15250 00 

4)40 A,8(l 1)0 

15,~ 00 

$~4,686 QO 

Itize ~\... )0 Le 



· A NT 

.A. OOIe, 
Cedar, 
Clayton, -
CI 
D re, 
Des Moines, 
Dubu ue, 
10 
Jaokson, -
Jefferson, 
Jo 
Le 
Lee, 
Linn 
Lo 
Muscatine, 
Polk, 
Sc 
V ren, 
Wapello, 
Washlngton, 

, 
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rom t reasu f the O'IDing med coo 
previoos to the year 1847. 

.1 

U 'y'-JV 

$ 
259 69 

.197 19 

6 
1,448 83 

417 29 

25 
7486 

48 00 
80 23 
9 

1,05 
265 

1 
7 
40 24 

131 68 

$5,1 

I 
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A LIST of tke organized counUu in tM year 1846, with the names of 
County Commissioner's Clerks, County Treasurers, the value fJf pro
perty taxed, and- the amount levied for State purposes, at th"te-jtJ1wjh8 
of a mill on the dollar: 

- 4!!S£ 
COunties. j Clerks. Treasurers. Val. of property. state tao\:. 

Appanoose, J. F. Shatton, Jesse~d-'--I-. -$21,79500 $16 :15 
Benton, D. S. Pratt, S. S. Morse, 1~,793 00 11 90 
Cedar, Wm. K. Whittlesey, Robfr! M. Long, , 4S3,756 00. 325 10 
GJ ay ton, IRobl. R. R~ed, . ID. D. W.alker, I 13~,~24 001 104 43 
Clinton,. IJohn P. Soilss, E. Dunmng, I J55,v12 WI 11577 
Davis, , Israel Kister, .D. Trullinger, Hi8.574 00 126-43 
Delaware, IJOItn W. Clark, lB. A. Carter, I 70.9118 00 53 32 
Des Moines, R. W. Dolbee, Geo. Blickhahn, 1,671 ,89000 1.253 92 
Dubuque, Geo. L. Nightingale, C. J. Leist, No retllfl!. 
Henry, IN. !,athrop, IH. W. ~nyder, 673,040 on 504 78 
Iowa, Geo. W. Kitchens, John B. Irwin, 12.070 00 9 07 
Jackqon, S. S. Fenn, /Robert Reed, 2R7,12~ VG 215 34 
Jefferson, IJOhn ShIelds, Jesse Wollarb, 484.539 00 362 90 
Johnson, S. B. Gardner, , Thomas Snyder, 5]7 :248 00 387 93 
Jones, B. Whi!t~more, IJ· ~. Ryan, 14~,4~6 00 108 87 
Keokuk, J. B. \\ hlsler, IE. Shockley, 10;).9;)2 00 79 46 
Lee, Daniel McCready, Robe, t A . .Russell, 1,368,45i! 00 1.026 34 
Linu, Alpheus Brown, A. R. i:Sausman, 496,572 no 372 43 
Louisa, S. W. Kirkpatrick, . Geo. F. Thomas, 395490 001 296 61 
Mahaska, F. C. Porter, ,. Geo. W. Saer, 85,870 00; 64 40 
Marion, Joseph Clarke, Da\' irl T. Durham, 32,745 001 24 56 
Monroe, Dudley C. Barber, John Webb, 24 635 00 18 48 
Muscatine, Z, Wa~hburn, IJ. M. Kane, 732,780 00 549 51 
Polk, Lewis Whitten, 354 00'1 2 65 
Scott, John Pope, A. H. Miller, 406,4f>2 00 304 83 
Van Buren, J, L. T. Mitchell, IG, B. Alexander, 1,019.002 00, 764 25 
Wapello, J. C, Tolmam, J. Baker, 140.408 001 105 85 
Washington, R. H. Marsh, U. :So Cleaves, __ 340.55~ __ ~ 

I S9,9~9,221 DO, $7.454 42 
=~=~------------==~--=~ 

.. 
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THE FOLLOWING T ABLE shows 1M value of properly taxed in eoeh 
courtly in the years 1846 and 1847, and tM comparative incrta8e or , 
dt.crease in the value in those years : 

Counties. I Value in 18~6. 

APpan~-- II---$2-1-'7-9-5-00-' 
Benton, 14,793 00 
Cedar, 4:13,756 00 
Clayton, 13'l,124 00 , 
Clinton, I 155,612 001 
Davis, 168,574 00 
Delaware, 70,988 001 
Des Moines 1,671,890 00 
Dubuque, No return. I . 
Henry 673,0~0 001 
Iowa, 12,070 00 
Jackson, 287,121 00 
Jefferson, 484,:139 00 ; 
J ohnson, 517,2~8 001 
Jones, 142,496 00 
Keokuk, 105.952 00 
Lee, . I 1,368,45R 00 I 
Linn, 496,572 00 
Louisa, 395,490 00 
.Mahaska, 85,870 00 

. Marion, 32,745 001 
Monrof', 2~,635 00 
Muscatine, I i32,680 00 
Polk I 351 liO , 
Scott, 406,452 00 
Van Buren, 1,019.002 00 , 
Wapello 1- 140,408 001 
Washington, 340,5:7 Oll , 

Value in 1~7. ItJcreaseinval. IDec. in value. 

$27,532 00\ $5.747 DO li 
19,299 00 4,506 00, 

415,105 001 I $18,651 00 
234,218 00 96,094 00 
172,637 00 17,025 00 
225,GM 00 57,4 10 00 
76,921 00 5,933 001 

1,459,170 001 . 212,720 00 

707,634 00 34,591 00 
16,836 001 4,7;;6 001 

352,127 001 65,006 001 
603,421 00 119,OR5 00 
608,737 DO, 91,489 Olll 
175,414 001 32,918 00 
153.248 00 47,296 00 

1,655;532 00 287,074- DO, 
511,223 00 14,651 00/ 
538,';96 DO! 143,006 001 
171,232 00 85,360001 
65,~7R 00 32,n3 00 
3:;,97S 00 11,343 00] 

69~ ,008 001 39,672 00 
51,488 00 51,134 00 

3~3,121 00 1 23,331 ()() 
1,276,000 00 256,998 00 

237,9-15 00 11 !17,539 001 
386,302 00 45,745 00 

.•.. 
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r 
)11 TABULAR STATEMENT oC the organized Counties, with the names or the Commissioner'. Clerks, Treasurers, and Prosecuting AtforneYI- -

the aggregate amount of property taxed-the amount levied on the same for State purposes Ht two mills on the dollar; also, the County, Poll, ~ 
and School taxes, so far as the same have been reported, for the year 1847. 

~nties. 1- Clerks. I Treasurers. I' Pro •• Attorneys. ~~~~~~~ state tall.\cionntj taxi P~ tU·ISChOOI tax. 

I --=1 ----- ' 1 Appanoose~ IJ. F. Str"tton, Jesse Wood, I. 27,532 00 $66 061 $110 121 ' .. $U' 6,9 $18 78 
2 Benton, D~vid S, Pratt, ,D. S. Pratt, I. M. Preston, 19,299 001 38 69 77 19 aa:'60\,' 9 6~ 
a Cedar, !wm. K, Whittlesey, 'Wm. K. Whittlesey, J. P. Cook, 416,105 001 880 211 1,972 00 :811 1101 207 23 
, Clayton, IRouert R. Reetl, Robert R. Reed, R~uben Noble, 234,~18 001 468 43 1 936 87 2SS:11o 117 11 
~ Clinton,. IT. B. Butterfield, Robert Bedford, \V. E. Leffingwell, 172,637 001 345 27 _ _ 
6 Dlllas, stephen K. Scovell, 7,935 00 15 87i 20-60 
7 Davis, Wm. Cameron, Wm. S. stevcns, s. S. Carpenter, 225,984 oo! 451 961 9Qa 92 42S ~ol 226 98 ~ 
8 Delaware,. .John 'V. Clar]<, Ira W. Grepn, 76,921 lOI na 84: 307 68, 106 W 38 66 ,.... 
9 D's Moil:.cs, W. III. ~al~britlge, Geo. ~lickhnhn, J. W. Woods, 1,45~,MO 00 2,918341 0,836 68 . 99300 1,469 17 d 

10 Dubu'lue, G. L. N'ghtmgale, I. P. ~an Hagen. L. A. Thomas, No !eturn.. _ 
11 Henry, N. I.athrop, H. III. Snp\< r, 707,634 00 1,415,:161 2,7119 46 663 ·00 698 81 -
12 Iowa, G. W. Kitchens, Rob~rt IIIcKee, Gcn. W. Kitchens, 16,836 001 33 67 67 34 44 60 8 41 Z' 
13 Jacksnn, Stephen Decautur, S. S. ~'elln, F. Bangs, 352127 00

1 

704 25\ 1,36s 45 623 00
1 

a31 31 >-
14 Jasper, Jesse Richman, Seth Hammer, 16,115 00 80 23 60 46 U 60 7 66 tot 
15 Je!r~l'sOn,_ Sam'l H. Bradley, --- Ford, Gco. Acheson, 603,424 00 1,~06 81 I 673 ~O 
16 Johnson, S. B. Gardner, Hiram WaUs, H. D. Downey, 608,737 00 1,218 95i 2,793 381 3GO 60 611 73. 5i 
17 Jones, C. C. Rockwell, Wm. stelling, C. C. Rockwell, 175,413 00 350 831 701 6d 194 00 87 60 
18 Keokuk, Sedley C. Harris, IJoel Lon!", 153,248 00' 306 60' 612 99 308 00 163 26 
19 Lee, Eli Stoddard, IRoVt A. Russell,. 1,665,532 001 3,811 061 4,K6 59 1,255 00 827 66 
20 Linn, Alpheus Brown, Iwrn. 111. lianis, D. P. Palmer, 611,223 00, 1,022 44, 2,0,4 8~' .387 50 265 61 
21 Louisa, S. W. Kirkpatrick, S,muel Townsend, E. H. Thomas, 63S,496 00: 1,080 8al 1,Gl 44 37"_.1i0 270 21 

o ft lIIahaska, Moses IIIcLean, G. W. Bear, 171,232 00, 342 46 684 92·. 33S 50 842 46 
.g;- II IIlarion, James F. Wilson, Isaac n. Walters, E. G. Stanfield, 66,478 00 130 951 261 611 256.1)0 6647 
§. S4 :l\Ionroe, D. C. Barber, IJohn Webb, 36,978 00 71 95 1<&3 91 119 00 85 97 
0. 25 Muscatine, I Nathaniel Halleck, IFre(,. H. Stone, Wm. G. Woodward. 693,008 00: 1,387 761 2,775 001 321 50 846 61i 
.". 26 Polk, Lewis Whitten, Jas •. Campbell, Thomas Baker, 51,488 00' 102 97 209 9~ 206 00 CJ 27 S('Ott, [JOhn Pope, A. a.Miller, A. W. IIIcGregor, 883,121 00 I 771 ~1: I,M2 82. 311 60 886 40 o 28 Van Buren, John D. ilIitchler, IG. B. Alexander, Geo. G. Wright, 1,~'7S,000 00'1 2,73.1 I!2l' 4,164 04\' 1,033 00 1,309 48 o lI9 Wapello, A. I. Rodenbaugh, Joseph Leighton, .237,946 00, 475 89 817 23 . 661 60 118 64 

o.a ao WaahinitDn, R. H. IIlarah, Caleb S. Cleave a, Wm. Churchman, 386,802 001 '772 10 1,646 lW 168. 00 181 ~~ 

~ 



A 'l'ASULAll STATEMENT exhibiting the number otpoUs, tbe number of acres or land allesled in the leveral cowme., with the nIue thereof; 

:> tbe value of tbe several kindS of property in eacb county, so f\lr liS the same have been returned, for tbe year 184'7. 

No I Value oC:Value oil Am;;~~tl~;;;~rl'~~ ~~~-~ -1 1 ' 1 Ivai. oC v~ue oC. ValuelMiscel 
Counties. I oC' Acres of Land and to~nlots oC~oneylmerchan m ~in~ IValue ° Value oC1Value ofl Val: of mules, wago~slof Fur lane-

polls Land. ImprO»'c- \&'lmpro- at mter- dize. a. \ Cattle. Horses. Sheel" I Swme. ~ack~ &. II< carrta-Inilure JOUI. 
----1-- ments. ~_s_t_' __ I_~I---,--_____ penD1es ~I~ __ -
Appanoose, IS3 1,'7751 $5,415 1 $14 $.747' $2501 $1,600 $6,081 $6,733 $662 $1,761\ $100 $2'276 1' -.. , $18 
Benton, 67 2,893 6,&n 787' 5,00S (,360 225 1,100 80 1,262 .26 688 
Cedar, 624 '76'203,1 283,692 23,9P7 1',281 '7'2361 3,'762' 26,'706 41,332 8,922 8,6741 a,U9 180 1,881 
Clayton, 624 146,650 1' 24,000 1,824 5,300 5,000 22,035 16,641 676 4,220, 2S0 6,292, IJOO 1,67' 
Clinton, 1 26,454. 98,414. 16,On 3;060 1,000 4,'700 20,101 1&,681 1,2'73 2,550, 70 6,6'76r 60 85 
Dallas, 41 I. 1,858 930 2,4331 1,060 183 342

1 
860 299 

Davis, 856 33,851' 116,756 2,1'73 2,604 15,250\ 2,115 28,117 38,'706 5,777 8,831 310 12,20'. 250 4,398 
Delaware, 211, 25,662 48,065 684 675 600, 10,455 9,231 1,141 2,04' 180 8,974 
Des Moines, 1986 I 1,146,796 included 11,032 81,900' 10,080 47,4~1 '76,7'78 11,032, 13,325t 31,4431 ",50 4,310 

Dubu'lue, No I Returns 1 in lands. . I r Henry, 1326 177,48°
1
' 492,525

1 
26,171 9,229 24,450 6,'708 89,139 60,166 ' '8,4361 18'4091 nil 2s,M61 8,430 

Iowa, 89 1,994 3,846 725 4,480 8,250 as2· 1,482 2,060' '76~ 630 

Jackson, 1046 I No Returns 
Jasper, 891 495; 990 561 362 '7331 600 4,536 3,615 405 1,105 80 2,148 • 30 
Jefferson, 13471 181,058 1' 402,4831 80,436 6,462 14,195 2,2261 42,046/ 57,288 12,664\ 14,7t6 1 230 28,0101 250 
Johnson, 721 83,137 319,92,~ 166,403 5,063 11,244 8,275 27,243 33,295 3,671 9,140 16,483 4,573 13,064 

~ Jones, 3S3~ 34,702; 120,5~91 1,36B 2'0~SI 410 1,170 16,987 19,4111 2,109/ 4,824 65 6,338 90 
A' Keokuk, 61 30,310' 68,Q06 3,781 2,218 2,322 7,4001 20,251' 2,1,937 3,638 6,567 84 10,091 2,690 
i'l. Lee, 2510 29n,697, 869,773 1 361,776 13,112 '83,740 18,4051 '74,3941 110,296 14,471 18,7551 943 52,166 115,'761 8,390 

.". Linn, '7761 83,933' 353,367 40,687 No Returns I ! . CJ ' Louisa, 767 117,264' 395,081 26,636 3,2391 6,6'70 1,606 27,9'71 87,137 (,76'7 1~,666 140 13,601 126 12,160 

O Mahaska, 1677 27,771: 77,S98 9,075 1,911 4,400 960 22,677 28,680 4,738r '7,764 230 12,039 

0
' Marion, 610 i 1,548 1,85J 2,985 1,486 22,035 17,199 2,514 5,083 '70 ~59 .20 256 

Monroe, 23S 8,814 1,003 I~. 200 9,47S 8,470 1,416 2,041 ",,108 20 298 
Cl;9.. Muscatine, I 64J 120,918! 395,676 185,232 2,OJO 26'4351 . 1,325 20,7'71 30,021 8,'790 6'41~1 360 13,264 2,0761 549 

('t) Polk, ~ 412 i 1,388 3,150 450 17,887 14,239 1,608' 2,8~ '80 '7,461 28, 2,301 
Scott, 623 73,264 23S,37111 71,970 1,675 10,385 5,844 25,286 29,244 4,013 1 4,224 210 1,8251 1,966 800 
Van Buren, 12066 213,8761 823,7971 344,191 17,7'.!3 25,176 46,~64 61,199 95,768 16,643 1 21,7481 8'7,7441' 1,06011S,939 
Wapello, 11123 3105061 '77,691 1' 4,519 5,621 16,995 2,800 41,996 48,43'7 5,4401 11,041 396 18,6961 4,31. 
Washington, t 718 83,233, 280,14'7 27,733 4,902 11,8'7' 1,2'70 22,193 32,8'73 3,94ll '7-,676: 12,811 150 

'\ 
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LIST OF COUNTIES u'i THE STA E. 

ose Ital are orL jze 

m~ e, 2 L 
2 Apl?anoose, ~8 Linn, 

B to , 29 Lo sa, 
4 Blackhawk, 30 Lucas, 
5 Boone 31 M ison, . 

B ha 32 Mahask 
7 Cedar, 33 Manon, 

C rke 34 M ha 
9 Clayton, , 35 ~onroe, 

1 G to 36 M ati 
11 Dallas 37 Page, 
1 D is, 38 Po , 
1 D all' 39 Potlawaiamie 
14 Delaware, 40 Powesht , 
1 D M ones 41 Ri gol 
16 Dubuque, 42 Scott, 
1 F dte 43 St 
18 Fremont, 44 Tama, 
1 H ry, 45 Ta or, 
20 10 a, 46 Van Buren, 
21 Jackson, 47 Wap 110, 
2 J er 48 Wa en, 
23 Jefferson, 49 Washington, 
2 J nso 50 Wa , 
25 Jottes, 51 Winnechiek. 
2 K ku , 

--. 
'\ 
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:SECRETARY'8 OFFICE, IOWA,'!" . 
IowA CITY, JAN. 12th, J848. S· . -

GmtlemeA of tMGeneral .Rss.ly : 
In reply to a resolution of the Senat~ of yesterday} I have the' hOllOl' 

to transmit to yoU an abstract of the returns of the census of this State 
for the year 1847, showing the counties arranged according to the 
number of inhabitants in each, and the time when said returns were 
filed in this office; by which it will be perceived that the returns froJP 
the countiell of Van Buren, Jefferson, Jackson, Dubuque, Benli81l, Ma
rio~ Scott, and Winlleshiek, were Dot filed in this office until aftW the 
time prescri~ed by the 3d Section, of the 8th Chapter of the Laws :of 
Iowa, of 1846-7.' .. 

No return has yet been received from the county of Buchanan, awl, 
it may be proper to &tate that it is doubtful if this county and that of 
Winnelihiek were organized in time to render the assessors and clerks 
of the same liable for the forfeiture occasioned by the neglect of duty 
in the premises. 

Very res'pectfully, gentlemen, _ 
Your ob't serv't, 

ELISHA CUTLER, Jr., Secretary of State. 

ABSTRACT OF RETURNS OF CENSUS OF 1847. 

No. Counties. 

1 Lee, 
2 Van Bure., 
3 Des Moines, 
4 Jeffelllon, 
5 Dubuque, 
6 Henry, 
'1 I Wapello, 81 Jackson, 
$} Davis, 

l'8 Linn, 
19 

When filed. Number or inhabitan~. 

Aug. 21st, 1847, 13,281 
Oct. 28th, " 10,203 

I July 28th, " 10,071 
Nov. 12th, " 8,468 

. Dec. 21st, " 7,440 I Sept. 19th, " 6,769 
Sept. 4th, " 5,660 
Nov. 15th, " 4,639 

1 Aug. 20th, " 4,467 
, Sept. 28th, " 3,954 

.r 
Digitized by Google 



No. Countie •• 

11 Mahaska, 
12 Scott, 
13 'Louisa, 
14 Washington, 
15 'Johnson, 
16 Muscatine, 
17 Keokuk, 
18 Cedar, 
19 Marion, 
20 Clalton, 

~ Pol, 
Jones, 

23 . Clinton, 
24 ' Monroe, 
25 Delaware, 
26 Appanoose,. 
?!1 Jasper, 
28 Iowa, 
29 Benton, 
30 Winneahiek,. 

, 

31 Dallas, 
32 ·Buchanan 

Whell filed. . 
July 26th, 1847,. I 

Oct. 23d, " 
Sept~22d, ". 
Aug. 18th, " 
Aug, 12th, " 

I Aug. 12th, " 
Aug •. 21st, ,: 

Sept. 10th, " 
Oct. 18th, " 
Oct. 1st, " 
Sept. 19th, " 
Sept. 28th, " 
Oct. 5th, " 
Aug •. 5th, " 
July 26th, " 
Sef,!.4th, " 
Ju y 15th, " 
Oct •. 13th, " 
Nov. 29th, " 
Janu~ 6th, 1848, 
Sept. 9th, 1847, 

'No retum.~ 

~ 

ltumber'of iilhabitaatl. 

unofficial,. . 

3,774 
3,65 
3,648 
3,518 
3,387 
8,010 
2,918 
2,809 
2;850 
2,176 
1,792 
1,779 
1;570 
1,222 
1,111 

948 
560 
4 85 

2 31 
182 
164-

116,204' 

... 
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RULES· 
OP' 

THE 8ENATE'" 
OYTHE STATE OF lOWA., 

MDOPTU AT ITS EX:l'aA 'E'SI~N,COIIIIUCED ON TRiaD JA.~A"Y, U 

ORDER OF DaILY BUSINESS. 

After tHe .Tournal iii read the following order ahall govern:: 
1st-Petitions and' memoPials to be oJI'ered •. 
2d-Resolutions. ' 
Brd-Reports of Committees. 
4th:....Communications on the Presiilent'i table. 
Ith-Reports in pOssession of the Senate, whiOO oft'er grounc1i 

a bill. 
6th-Billll or otHer matters before the Senate and unfiniihed 

preceding day. -
7th-The above business being despatched, the general file of1 

and other papers will then be taken up, acreeal)l:r to their 
trocluction into the Senate. . 

---I 

STANDING RULES:, 

I. The Senate shall choose by viva voce, oneottlieir own nUll 
Ib occupy the Chair. He shan be styled President, and shall hold 
.ace'during the session of the Senate at which he was elected. 
,hall take. the Chair at the hour to' which the Be .. ia adJ.ourned" 
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11 the members to order; and, if a quorum be present, he shall direct 
~ J oumal of tbe preceding day to be read, and mistakes, if any, cor- . 
~ted. He s~ preserve order and decorum, and decide all questioJUI 
order, subject to an appeal to the SeDate. In committee of the whole, 
! shall call some member to the chair; he shall have a right to name 

member to perform the dutie. of the chair, but such substitution 
I not extend beyond an adjournment. He shall, unless otherwise 

ected by the Senate, appoint all committees. He .. ha11vote on a call 
e yea~ and nays. In the 'absence of the President, the Senate may 

oint" a President pro tetp.J. to occupy the chAis:during such absence. 
• Any member may have' a call of the Senate, &wi absent members 
veor. If, upon such call, absent members cannot be found in a rea-
able tilhe, then such call shall be suspended on motion of any ment-
of the Senate. 
• All questions (except on motion) shall be put in this form:
ou who are of opinion (as the case may be) say aye; those of a con-

opinion, say no;" 'and, in all cases, any member may call for a 
is ion, and any two members. for the yeas and DaYS, which shall be 
orded by the Secretary. ' . 
• When a motion h!ls beeJl made and seconded, it, shall be stated by 

~
member making the same,. or read by the Secretary p~evious to de

,. If any member shall make a motion ( except toadjou~, postpone, 
ommit) he shall reduce the same to writing upon the request of the 
sident or any member of the, Se~ate.· ) Any motion may b~' with

wn by consent of the Senate before, final decision on the same. 
i,~. Every m'ember p,resent, when a question is put, shal~,vote,Unless 
:~h!ill, forsPllcial cause, be excused by vote ,of the Senate. 
I. A motron to adjourn shall always be in orde;, and be decided 
, hout debate:. '. . 
."W:he~a memb,er is about to spea"he .shall rise in: his pl,~e and 
resshiinself to the President; the President shall address the mem

, entitled to the. Hoor by name; and when a member is speaking, no 
: son shall pass between him .BJld th~ President's chair, nor shall he 
. nterrupted when speaking, except by a call to order by the Presi
! t, or by a member ~ough the Presid,ent.No memb.er shall speak 
I e than twice on any' question without leave of the Senate. 

:~.~~ I/o q"ea~onjs.undpr debate, no motion shaU b~ ,~ed. but
",djourD"tQ,lie, on the table, ~ ~stpone,hlde.nite1y, to ~tP9ne to 8 

'; C~~,' ~ ame~, or to.tak,e ~e, preVlouaq~on ;, w~h aevePol 
~ou. slWllu\1[e . .pr~ad~~~cdn \hc;.pl4~r. tll~.~ '~.:~~.: .• 
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"it. \ Tti.,jn9l_ 4Iueation .hall be .,ut'ift'tb~s~ WeM!"'Shalf 
JDain question be now put P" and it shall be admitted on the d~manc 
ftAlr IIl'eIIIblws ri.mg in their place. fOt'that purpose, tmd until :decid 
shall preclude all amendments under debate of the main questi?n. ' 

, 10~' Any member may call for a'division of the question, when 
aame will admit thereof. ' , 

11. No committee shall absent themselves from the Senate Cam' 
by reason of their appointment, during the sitting of the Se~ate, w: 
out special leave. 

12. Every bill shall be introduced on the report of a' committee: 
by motion for'leave, on giving at least one day's previous notice. 

13. Every bill shall receive three several readings previous to 
passage, but no bill shall have its second and third readings on the Sf 

day, without a suspension of this rule. 

14. The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and if obj 
tions be made to it, the question shall be •• shall the ~ill be rejecte( 
If no objections he made, or the question to reject he lost, the bill s: 
go to its. second reading without further question. 

15. Upon the second reading of a hili or resolution, the Presic 
I shall state it lis ree4y for commitment or engrossDl8nl ; and if commit 

then the question shall he whether to a select or standing committeE 
a committee, of the whole. If to a committee of the whole, the Sel 
shall determine on what day. But if the bill he ordered to be engros 
the Senate shall appoint the day when it shall be read the third ti 
No bill or resolution that requires three readings shall be committe 
~mended until it shall have been twice r41ad. 

16. When a question is lost on engrossing a bill for a third reac 
on a particular day, it shall not preclude a question to engross it r 
third reading on~a dill'erent day. On the third reading of a bill' or 
aoiJlUon, ~o amendment ( except to fill blanks) shall be recei'Ved, ex, 
by unanimous consent of the members present. 

17. When a bill or resolution ts engrossed, the President sha.l 
the time previously appointed by the Senate, announce the same as rE 
for a third reading, without a question. , 

18. A bill 'or resolution may be committed at any time pre~ou 
its passage; if any amendment be reporteCl upon commitment, by 
other than a. committee of the whole; the bill or resolution may be 8{ 

coDliti~re:d in ~ommittee Of. the whole, the question for it~ eng711Q 
BDCl, third reading SballltglUD be put. Digitized by Google 
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10. When' the Senate is equally divided on.a quettion, the s ... 
II be 101t. 
!l. When a motion or Question has been onc-unade aDd carried ia 
affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any m~ber of ~ 
iorill' to move for the re-oonaideration thereof, on the same or 1110-

ding day. 
!2. All acta, addresses and resolutions shall be signed by the Pre
ent, and all writs, warrants and subpamas iasuedby order of the Sen
, shall be under his hand and .. eal, attested by the Secretary. 
!~. Petitions, Memorials, and other papers, addressed to the Senate, 
11 be presented by any member in his place; a brief statement of the 
,tents thereof, shall be made verbally by the member introducing the 
le, and shall not be debated or decided on the day of their being fint 
d, unless the Senate shall direct otherwise, but shall lie on the ta-
(to be taken up in tile order they were read) or be referred, on 

tion, to a committee. 
~4., Before a bill shall ha:ve passed the Senate, it shall be the duty 
be Secretary to have the same engrossed, after which it shall be ex
ined by a standing committee for that purpose, who shall carefully 
Ilpare the original with the engrossed bill, and, correcting any errors 
t may be discovered in the engrossed bill, shall make their report 
thwith to the Senate. 
!5. A Secretary and Assisting Secretary shall be appointed, to hold 
jr places during the pleasure of the Senate; they shall take an oath 
I the true and faithful discharge of their duties in their respective offi
I. The Secretary shall keep a correct journal of the daily proceedings, 

perform such other duties as shall appertain to his office. He shall 
no journals, records, accountR or papers be taken from the table or 
of his custody, othe! than by the regular mode of businesli of the 
ate; and if any papers in his charge shall be mislling, he shall make 
ort to the President. 
~6. A Sergeant-at-Arms, Mes.enger and Fireman shall be appoin
, to hold their offices during the pleasure of the Senate. It shall be 
ir duty to attend the Senate during its sittings, and to eX8C\lte the 
amands of the President and Senate; they shall take an oath uuly 
faithfully to discharge their respective duties in office. 

!7. When a message shall be sent from the Governor to the Seb8ie,' 
hall be communicated to the ~ by tbepertQD by whoa it il .at.. I 
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~. -'No pe1'IOll thall be elected to any office created by these rul .. , 
'Unless he shall receive a majority of the whole number of votes giVeD. 

29. When nominations shall be made in writing by the Governor, a 
future day shall be assignea, unless the Seute unanimously direct oth· 
.-wise, for taking them' intoc consideration. 

30. It shall be the lIuty of members and officer., when in secret ses· 
sion to keep all' information or remarks' touching 01' copcerllipg the 
character or qualifications of any person nominated by ilie Governor ~ 
office, Inviolably aecret j also the proceedings and business of the Senate 
when in aecret Executive fession. 

'31. Before acting on confidential or Executive business, requiring 
. secresy, the Senate shall be cl"ared, by direction of the President, of all 

perSODS except the Secretary and Sergeant-at-Arms. 
32. The proceedil.gs of the Senate, when they shall act in their 

Lecutive capacity, shall lle kept in separate and distinct books; and 
ao.part of the o·Executive·joarnalsha11 be published but by special order. 

33. The President is authorized and required to adDl1nister aU oaths 
prescribed by these rules. 

34. 'Every Tesolution read by the Seeretary, by direction of a mem. 
ber, shall be considered to be before the Senate; and the question to 
adopt or reject may be immediately put on such motion-or, on motion 
ofa member, the same may beJaid on the table. 

35. No standing rule or order of the Senate ~ha11 be rescinded or 
suspended, except by a vote of three-fourths of the members present. 

36. All bills brought into the Senate by any member or committee, 
.hall be endorsed with the name of the member or committee bringing 
in the same. 

87. When 'any membershaU be called to order he shall sit down 
until the President determines whether he is in order or not; and 
every,question of order tlhall De deciaed by the President, subject to 
an appeal·to'the "Senlte "by any·two members; and, if a member be 
ealled to order for words spoken, the exceptionable words shall be im
mediately taken down'in writing, that the President and Senate may be 
better able to judge of the matter. 

38. No member shan vote on any question in the event of which be 
is:immediately or 'particularly interested, nor in any case where he was 
not present when the question was put. 

39. The fdllowing officers and persans, present at any"time during 
the sitting of the Senate, shall be entitled to· a seat within the bar : 
The Governor, Secretary, ludges of tfte·SIlDreme .Go~lI1emberl ,4»£ 
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c.ongrf,lSS,. ,me!lllle,s of the House ,or Representatives, JJle!llbers O;€,tJi. • 
. ~tat~ .Legisla~ure8, Editors witlhing to take down the debates, an!1, s~ 
others as the Senate may direct. 
:,40. The rules of parliamentary practice, c~mpl'ised in Jefferson'. 
Manual, shall govern in all cases to which they are applicable" aDd. m. 
';Vhich they are not inconsistent with the ~tanding Rules and Orders or 
~he Se~te, and Joint Rules of the Senate and House-ef Representative .... 

JOINT' RULES. 

1. In every case of an amendment of a· bill. agr~e(fto in one Hollie" 
apd' dissented from in the other,. if either House shall request a con
ference, and appoint a committee for that purpose, and the other House 
!lhall also appoint a c!)mmittee to confer" luch committee shall at a con ... , 
vanient hour, to be agreed on by their chairman, meet and state to each 
~iher, verbally or in writing, as eithe~ shall OOoose, the reasons of their 
respective Houses. for and against the amendment,-and confer, freely. 
thereoD • 

. '2. When a message shall be sent from the Senate to the House or 
Representatives, it shall be annoltDeed at the door of the House by the 
door-keeper,. and shall be re.spectfully communicated to,the Chair by 
the person with whom it mt.y be sent. 

3. The same ceremony shall be observed when, a message shall be 
sent from the House of Representatives to the Senate. 

•• All messages from one House to the other, shall be sent by the
Secretary of the Senate, Clerk of the House, or their respective assist.:. 
ants. . 

5. After a bilf shall have passed both Houses, it shall be duly en
rolled by the Secretary or Clerk of the House in which it originated, 
before it shall be presented to the Governor. 

6. When bills. are enrolled, they shall be examined by a joint com
mittee of two from the Senate and two from the House of' Reprellenta
tives, appointed as a Standing Committee for that purpose, wh~ shall 
carefully compare the enrolment with the engrossed bilb, as passed in 
the 'two Houses, and, correcting any errors that may be discovered in 
the enroled bills, make their report forthwith to the House in whi!)h 
the bill originated. ' , 

7. After examination and,.report, each bill ~hall be signed in tho 
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respective Hou.e.; tirst by the Speaker of tie Houae-t1ien by the 
President of the Senate. 

8. After a bill shall have been thus signed in each House, it shall 
. be preaentf.-d by the said committee to the Governor for his approbation, 
.it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, eertifying in which 
House the same originated, which endorsement shall ~e signed by the 
Secretary of the House in which th~ same did originate, and shall be 
entered on the jouI'nal of each Heuse; the said committee shall report 
the day of presentation to the Governor, which shall also be entered on 
the journal of each House. . 

9. All orders, resolutions and votes which are to be presented to 
the Governor for his approbation, shall also, in the same manner, be 
previously enrolled, examined and signed, and shall be presented in the 
same manner, and by the same commi\tee, as provided in cases of bills. 

10. When a bill or resolution which shall have been passed in olle . 
House, is rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be given to the 
House in which the same may have passed. 

11. When a bill or resolution which has been passed in one House, 
is rejected in the other, it shall not be brought in during the same ses
sion without no~ice of five days, and leave of two-thirds of the House 
in which it shall be renewed. 

12. Each House shall transmit to the,other all paper. on which any 
bill or resolution may be foul'lded. 

13. After each House shall have adhered to their disagreement, a 
bill or resolution is lot. ; 

14. When bills which. may have passed one Hous,e, are ordered to 
be printed in the other, a greater number of copies shall not be printed 
than may be necessary for the use of the House making the order. 

15. All messages, reports, or other documents presented to either 
House, for ge.neral information, and ordered t9 be printed by sucb 
House, shall, when printed, be for the use of both Houses. 

16. It shall be the duty of the Chief Clerk of the House, or the 
Secretary of the Senate, when any such document is ordered to be 
printed in their respective Houses,forthwith to communicate such order 
to the other, so that the same order may not be made in both Houses. 

17. In all elections in joint convention of both branches of the Gen
eral Assembly, the names of the members of both branches shall be ar
ranged together in alphabetical oder, and be called upon to vote in the 
order in which they shalllltand arranged. . , 
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~N DE.L~. 

AP NO E u y-
to be furnished with statutes, 73, 101. 

AD ES OF H~ RE DE , 5 
AUDITOR OF STATE-

r ort ere rin 15 
communication from, 99.-
t udit da wee "nc "tic ,7 6, 
report of, 131. 

AG T 
to select University lands, 64, 65, 105. 

It s ngs 
ATLEE, ISAAC R.-

com nsa" n to 29. 
ADJOURNMENT-

splu " n r I i"e ,27 34, 37 114 125 
AC' ... -

there" named 27 31. 
rep I, t em med, 4, ,10. 

ACCOtJNT-
f P r R rts, 12. 

ARRESTS-
n t uth ze, 

APPROPRIATIONS-
g eral 26, 7. 
for members officers, &0., 126. 

BRIGHTON-
'str No ,in Ie a tax 98, ,1, J-. 1 
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56 D 

BLACKHAWK COUNTY 
to. e attac ed to Benton, 99. 

BURLINGTON~ 

to end e ch er ,38, ,5, 1, ,97, 0$" 
petition pr~sented for 'llayor &c., of 38 

OA D P LIC 0 S--
bill relative 'to 38,'52 55 110. 

olut re ve t 

and Des Moines river, 51,57; 61. 
RO HY OH-

authorized to keep a ferry, 58, 59, 101. 
ort ag to ct sp gs, 

BAKER, THOMAS-
epo of e • in ec of, ,3 34. 

BLOOMINGTON-l 
reI ·ve't he t no 8, 32 01. 

BOOKS-
res ion ati 0, i he ary 8, , 1 

RO NI ,·D.-
nd thers rote t 'of, 71 

RO N, ' B. 
to re-surve 8 art of the to n ofC dar R pid 68,77r 

,97, 04. 
BARTLETT, JOHN-

p on ativ 0, 1 ,20. 
BUCHANAN COUNTY-

be nis wi the s, , 1 
CLAIMS-

c mitt on, tru d, 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

to d de 
101. 

Sta int wo, ,53 9, 

ON RE 
to provide for the election of representatives to, 53, 59, 78, 

11 18 
COURTS-

rive pra ce i e rict 1,5 57, 1. 
U. S. district court room, 55, fH, 77;85,97, 104. 

fi . g t i~ nd ces ho· g i he di· ct, 
0, 82, 9~, 11>7,. , • 



COUBJ'S-
memorial to Congre •• relalivtl to U. S. Dlatriotr, 6Ct. 
to chaDf8 the time of holding, in' the· .eOODd diatrict, 2Bt 18,' 

85, 9'7, lOS, ~OG.· _ 
relativetore-o,ganiaiug the Supreme, 15,17,19,51,85,16, 

lOS. 
authorizing the distribution of the deci.iona of the Supreme, 

82. 
relative to the reports of the. Supreme, 78, 88, 99,107. 
fixing the time of holding the district, 87, 91, 110. 

CALL OF THE SENATE, 72, 81,105,119.' 

COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE,77, 81, 98. 
from H~ of R., 8. 
standing, appointed, 15. 
on schoo~s, instructed, 20. 
to wait on the Governor, 129. 

CLINTON COUNTY-
to locate the seat of juatice of, 8S, 89, 110. 

CLAYTON COUNTY-
bill relative to the school fund of, 84, 28. 

COMMISSIONERS--
to prepare a code of laws, 64, 65, 69, 76, 88, 89, 

·99,112,115, 125, 127. 
CEDAR RAPIDS- '. 

the re-survey of the town Gf, 68, 77,85,97,104. 
CREDENTIALS- . 

. uf John Howel,p~esented, 4. 
COMMON SCHOOLS-

resolution relative to, 21. 
CENSUS RETDRNS-

Sec. of State to furnish the, 28. 
COMMUNICATION-' 

CENSUS-· 

from the Secretary of State, as, 51, 112.· 
Auditor, 15, 99. 
Governor, 8,99, 106/ 123, 124. 

·returna of, 145. 
CLAIM-

of A. W. Carpenter, presented, 98. 
Peter RQberf;s, " ll~. 

Digitized by Google 

.i 



CLAIl'tI-
01 AmoI Lad4, 58,.59, 68. 

COUNTY OOMMlSblONERo.-
to accept su"'1s, 110., 

onlers to bear. interest, 106, lUi, ,116,.12J6., 
,COUNTIES-

to eatabliah new, 98. 
CAMERON ADAM-

relative to arrest of,.102 •. 
CARPENT.ER" A. W.-

claim of, presented"SS •. 
COLLECTORS' OF STATE REVENUE-

duties or, 37, 52 •. 
CARPENTERS-

petition from j0l1rney.men,,6~ •. 

DAM-
David!Sterritt authorized to build a, 91; 110. 
Goo. L. Davenport ". "," 98, 100, lOS. 

DUBUQUE MINING COMPANY-
tb incorporate the, 64, 65, 99 •. 

to incorporate tile city of, 100, 103, 106. 
C'ounty for ~e"relief of; 119, 125, 

. DAVIS,. JAMES-
, seat of contested, 7., 

.report of com. in'the case or,,39,;60~' 
:nAVIS OOUNTY-

to loCate' the seat or justice of;' 38, 55, 75, 87, 111:. 
DAVENPORT"GEO. L.- ' 

authorized to build a dam, 98, 100, 103., 
DES MOINES RIVER-' 

relative to, 38; 02; 55,,110 •. 

:SL}!CTIeN~ 

or representatives' to Congress; to proviae {or the, 53, 69, 
~lm . 

Samuel A.Evans,to legalize the, 78,,89, 110.· 
ELECTIONS-

to provide fol' bolding, 126;, 
EVIDEN0&-

in relation to;. 28, 24, 77., 25, 96,.108 .. 
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E-V ANS, SAMUEL A.-
to-legaliil. tH.-eleatien oI,~'18, 88, 110. 

JERRY-
J. Beall and J. Brierly authorized fo Jieep. 74;-70,,&8, 111. 
A.W.Thompsonauthorizedto keep, 68, 72,77,85,97,101-
John Brophy authorized to keep, 68, 59, 101.-
Adam -Hine authorized to kilep,58, 60, 72,78,83,106,117. 

'OSTER, EDW Aru>-:-
for the relief of, 74,75,82,,92, no.

FORT ATKINSON-
memo to Congress for the doaatieD of, 64,67, 102. 

FARMINGTON- -
to incorporate the citi of, 66, 7'1~ 85, 97,-104. 

PORT MADISON- -,.. , 
. udncorporate'the town of, 110, 126, 127.-

FILING PAPElts..-
olerks . Jl,C)t to be allowed PIIoJ. for, 18, 24j . 85, 86, 

103. 
F·UND COMMISSIONERS--

reports o( referred, 20. 
FAIRFIELD-

~ peopl8 of, permitted to repeal their' cbaiter, 98, 100, 
111. 

FREMONT COUNTY-
to change the' name'of, 128' • 

. GR:A'NT OF LANn.......· 
from Congress, relative to, 58.· 

OOVERNOR-

. , 

mea.age from, 8, 99, l06, 123.~ t '" 

l'elOJutien r~lati"" to, 7, 16, 17~ 18, 32. 
residing at the seat of government, resolution relative te, 

68. 
prescribiug the general duties of, 7f, 76, ~l, 

HART, ANSON-
claim of, presented, 1190-

HAWKERS AND PEDLAItS-
license, relatlve to, 16,71, 73, '75,80, 

118. 
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HOLLAND COLONY- { , . " 

pe nl ~ for , 1 24. 
HENDRIX AND PEDIGO-

or reb of, 37 4,6 101 
HALF BREED TRAC1'-

'cer . gcl . lan nth 97, 0;1 11 
IDNE, ADAM-

a thorn to ep erry 58, ,7 S, 106 
17. 

CO PO TI S-
to authorize general, 51 56 63, 102. 

DI S 
t~ prohibit the sale of liquors to, 104. 

TE ES 
. making county orders be~, 100, 115,116, 124. 

W CO TY 
petition presented from citizens of, 30. 

TO CA NG IQ R 
to prevent the sale, 71, 73, 102, 107, 109. 

R . s-
in ,Lee county; regulating the selection of 79 89, 106 110 

7, 1 • 
JACKSON COUNTY-

to loea the to sti f,2 26, 10 
JOURNAL-

be ted A .P er, 24. 
JUDGES, &c.-

ela eto eel on 38 9,8 
JUDIQIAL DISTRICTS-

I 

ivi the e ,6 63, 69 1,7 
' .. I 73,77,98. 

~O UQ A-
.. petition presented for citizens of, 62 6". 

to i rpo th ity 64 3, 7 ,85, 
KEMP, WM.-

hav de or t,h s 0 1~, 2, 
K~X~K...- . 

mco ra e c of, 6, 

.. 
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LAWS---
to be furnished to Appanoole county, 73, 101. 
commissioners appointed to preRare a code of, 64, 65, 69, 7ti, 

88, 89, 99, 112, 115, 125, 127. 
to be furnished to Powasheik county, 71, 73, 102. 
and journals, rel .. tive to, 6. 
printing and distribution of, 28, 32, 77, 85,97, 102, 104, 125, 

127. 
and journals, relative to pulication of, 106, 116, 120, 128. 
to be furnished to Buchanan county, 114, 125. 

LIMITATION OF SUITS-
concerning the, 87, 106, 115, 118, 125. 

LAND-
on Muscatine Island, relative to grant of, 67, 77;86, 97,101; 

104. 
for an Orphan Asylum, 106, 116, 125-

LIBRARY-
relative to books in the, 68, 114, 118. 

LIQUORS-
to prevent the. sale of, 71, 73, 102, 107, 1091 
to Indians, to prohibit the sale of, 104. 

LEGISLATION-
of present !Ie,ssion, relative to, 18. 

LAKE PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP-

LADD, AMOS-

to, organize, 24, 29, 31, 39,51, 77; 85; 
97,103. 

. - re!ative to a claim of, 58, 59, 63. 

·l\IISSISSIPPI RAPIDS RAIL ROAD COMPANY-

MEMORIAL-

to acquire· the right of way, 50, 53, 58, 
62,101. 

of the Anti-Capital Punishment Sooiety, presented, 55. 
to Congress relative t~ the U. S. Disij.i~t ~ourt, 60.· . 

for 500,000 acres of land, 111, 118. 

al 

for an appropriation for a rail road from D~
buque to Keokuk" 26, 32, 58,.85, 97, 104. 

for the donation of Fort Atkinson, 64,67, 
102. 

Digitized by Go6gle 



16! INDEX. 

MEMORIAL-
of the National Mer.ical Society, presented, 75, 86. 

MEDICAL SOCIETY-
presented memorial of, 75. 

MILITARY DUTY-
assessors to enrol persons .subject to, 84, 126. 

affairs, instruc.ions to the committee, 60. 

WEXICANWAR-
l(·lative to the, 84, 129. 

MILLS AND MILLERS-
relative to, 62,63,72,85,97, 103. 

MAIL ROUTES-

MAILS-

relative to a, 64, 79, 101, 104, 126. , 
from Tipton to the couuty seat of Beuton, 65. 

Mt. Pleasant to Oskaloosa, 15, 20, 28,30,85, 
97,104. 

resolution relative to 124, 125. . 
MAIL ROUTE-

from Cedar Rapids to falls of Cedar, 125, 127. 
MUSCATINE ISLAND-

a grant of land on 67, 77, 86, 97, 101, 10 •• 

MARION, POLK, JASPER AND DALLAS COUNTIES
relative to, 68. 

MESSAGE-
from the Governor, 8, 99, 106, 123. 
resolutions relative to Governor's, 16,]7, 18, 32. 
from the H. of R., 21,24, 28, 33, 38, 50, 58, 64, 71, 74p 

77,78,79,82,83,87,90, 96, 101, 105, 110, 114,117, 
118, 125, 126, ~27. 

MONROE AND LUCAS COUNTI~S-
petition from citizens of, 30, 39 .. 

NEW COUNTIES-
to establish, 98. 

NEWSPAPERS-
relative to, 7. 

NORTHERN LINE OF THE STATE-. , 
to be rUD, 118,122, 125. 
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ORGANIZAJ'ION 
o e ate,. 

OFFICERS-
ch n te, 4. 
elected, 5, 7, 128. 
pe iem ,1 

O'REILEY, HARRIE T-
fo e r f 0 8, 30 01. 

ORPHAN ASYLUM-
lat to ona n of nd an, 6, 

P CT E-
in'the district courb, 51, 53, 57, 101. 

P IT N- . 
of ciuzens of LOUIsa county, ,57. 

Dav· cou , 5-
owa coun y, 30. . 

Monroe and Luca'l counties, 30, 89. 
Dub que, cks ,&c, ,1 , 17 • 
. A ppanoose county 14~ 

he te, 
Ke~sauqua, 62, 64. 
Bla aw ou 82 
Scott county, 93. 

jo ey ca ent 62 
John RlTtlett, relative to, 14, 20. 
se rs pub 1m 16 
Holland Coluny, Hl, 24. 
m r a aId ent Bu ngt 38. 
commissioners of Van Buren county, 22, 26. 
cit ns Joh n c ty, 3. 

Linn and Benton counties, 113. 
Keo k c ty, 4. 

PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS-
ding e d . es 79, ,11 

PER DIEM-. 
or mb of G ral se y, 88, O. 

officers of the Senate, 117. 

P T TI Y 
. relatlve to the, 64, 105. .,J" 
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PRINTING-
, . the prices of public, 63, 65, 69, 101. 

relative to the incidental, 6. 
and distribution of laws, 28, 32, 77, 85,97,102,104,125. 
of the journals, 124. 
of laws in the newspapers, 129. 

POWESHIEK-
to orgauize the county of, 64, 66, 69, 77, 101. 
county to be furnished with the statutes, 71, 73, 102. 

PROTE~T- . 
or M. D. Browning and others, 71. 

'POSTAGE- ' 
relative to, 5, 16, 19, 24, 85, 97, 104. 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS, 5, 129. 
extra per diem, ] 23. 
vote of thanks to the, 123. 

PAPERS- . 
clerks not to be allowed for filing, 18, 2~, 85, 86, 103. 

PRISONERS-
the confinement of, 18, 20, 22, 84, 114, 118. 

PEDLARS-
license to, 16,71,73,75,80, 118. 

PORTLAND-
relative to the town of, 26, 27, 31, 58, 85, 97, 103. 

PUBLICA TION- , 

PELLA-
oflaws and journals, 106, 116, .120, 128. 

I 
to organize the town of, 110, 124. 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS-
at Iowa CHy,.appropriation for, 114, 119, 122. 

PALMER, A. H.-
to print the journal, 124. 

ROAD-
Agency, in Des Moines county, 58, 60. 
from Walling's Landing to Columbus City, 57; 63, 77, 85,17. 

104. 
from Eddyville to Council Bluffs, 54. 

lowaville to Lancast~r, 51, 54, 101.. 
lIurveys to be accepted by county OOIDDlil.ionerll, 110. 

, \ 
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. ROAD-
{rom Keokuk to the Raccoon l"ork, 106, 116. 
rail, from Dubuque to Keokuk, 26; 32, 58, 85, 97, 104. 
from Elkader to Quasqueton, 74, 75, 110. 

Davenport to Iowa City, 72,,110. 
therein named. 17,64,65,71,78, 114, 117, 118. 
from. Eddyville to Chariton Point, 66, 72, 85, 97, 103., 
to vacate portions of certain, 71, 73, 101. 

layout a certa,in, 84. 
Mississippi Rapids Rail, company, 50, 53, 58, 62, 101. 

RULES-
adopted, 4, 8. 
of Senate, 147. 

REPORT-
Auditor's,submitted, 14. 
relative to National Medical Society, 86. 
of M. Mobley, school fund commissioner, 20. 

Lyman Cook," " " '20. 
school fund commissioners, 20. 
committee in the case of Ty.os. Baker, 25, 31, 34. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, 27. 
cOInmiltee on elections, 93, 91l. I 

John Brophy, agent to select salt springs, 98. 
COlD, in the case of James Dayis, 39, 50. 

John M. Whitaker, 56. 
REVENUE-

for State and county purposes, 106, 120, 125, 127. 
collectors of :-tate, 37, 52. 

ROBERTS, PKl'ER-
claim of, 112. 

RESOLUTION-

SEAT-

Senate file, No. 10, 74, 78: 
11; 83. 
13; 87, 92, 126. 
15; 98. 

H. of R. file, No. 25; 129. 
26; 129. 
27; 129. 

of James Davis, contested"7. 
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SEAT-
of Thomas Baker, contested, 13. 

John M. Whitaker," ]4. 
government, rel.ltiV'e to Governor residing at, 68. 

petition relative to, 60. 
resolution relative to, 66, 107, 111, lllS. 
report of committee relative to, 33, 51, 115. 

SCHOOLS-
to establish common, 63, 74, 80, 106, 115, 1l8, 121. 

SqIOOL-
tax, to authorize district, 99, 113, 125, 128. 
land.s, to legalize the sale of, 91, 124, b7. 
officer~, to legalize the acts of, 32, 61, 67, 124 • 

. laws, relative to, 33, 101. . 
fund, mamgement aitd distribution of the, 89, 90, 91, 106. 

110, 116, 122. 
directors in Brighton to levy a tax, 98, 100, 102, 111. 
fund, University, 107, 120, 12r~ 
lands, resolution relative to, 1] 4. 

500,000 acres of, 115, 120. 
SUPREME COURT-

reports of the, 78, 88, 99, 107. 
to.be distributed, 82. 

re-organization of the, 15, 17, 19,51,.85,96,103. 
SUITS-

lilnitation of, 87, 1e6, 115, 118, 125. 

STERRITT, DA VID-
authorized to build a dam, 91, 110. 

SKUNK RIVER-
the navigation of, 21, 22, 24, 101. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION-
report of the, 2'1. 

SECRETARY OF STATE-
communication from, 33, 51, 112. 

SENATE CHAMBER-

SALT ~PRINGS-

north room to be fitted up for a, 104. 
smoking not allowed in the, 55. 

report of agent to select, 98 •. 
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SENATORS, &c.-
relative to, 38, 69, 88. 

STYLES, S. A.-
to legalize the acts of, 125, 128. 

TOWNSHIPS-
organization of, 59, 71, 85, 97, 100, 104, 106. 

THOMPSON, A. W.-
authorized to keep a ferry, 68, 72, 77,85,97, 

103. . 
UNIVETSITY-

branches of a ~tate, 90, 91, 113, 124. 
school fund, 107, 120,121. 

WHITAKER, J. M.-
leat contested, 14. 
report of committee OD, 56 • 

• 
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JOUHSAJ., OF TIlli •. bE!:.XATE ... 

!. " .' ., "', 

. \ 

',' 

1. " , 

• :.'01. , .. " 

, ,. . /" I 

SENATE CUAl\IBER, 101'(:\ CITY, 10WA.)' 
'. MO!'DA.~, ~E(:E\\I.Dr.ll};·I8~1~ .. ·,'< ) I 

. Tltia- being Ole pa.y ~~~gP.flt!!d by, tho, q9~sqt~io.p. for; j,hc 
eUJlV41ruDg' of,. t.Jl~,,~col1d Geuel:~ ~tiscl?blJ.' l,llld t)IC ll,our 9~ 12 
o'cloek, M., having arrived, tho 8eno.to was called to unler 1r., 
IohnB. R~sllellj)~ooretal'Y'0f the Senqtc,.~t the las~ .~cs,ion· 
thereof, .and ' 

On motion of Mr. Bradl.w, .. .. ... 
R. R. Harbou,1" Wr,,:l.ppointed Prc.ident pro lem., and Ilp~ a· 

call of the rbll,.the following members were found to be. iU>1 

attendance: 
'. From tM c01U1iy of Le.~, James Sprott, and Thomas S. Eapy •. 

Fr01ll the C01JIRJy of Wan Burea"Georgl) C. Wright. 
Prom tM cou·uies of Dilllis QnJ JIpponoose, John J. Selman. 
From the counties of Wappelo and .lfQnrlll', Barney Royston. 
Fro';' the c0u1.t-ies of .Marion, P()Zk, Dallas and J.asper, P .. 'M •. 

Cassady. ." 
, Frq7Jl the covniy of D68 .llkil1CS, )UiltO::l '1)., Browning ~d 

,,, ". ..1 I 

Alfred S. Fear. , , ' ' 
From the cou/nty of 1IenJ'Yr Evan J3'y.. " ,'! , 

From the county oj JejJe-rson,}olm HO\'I'ell.:· ,J .: ........ !. :.' '. 

From the counties of Louisa 'and H'u!tltinglon;' F'rahcik' Sprin;ier.. 
, From the couf/.f.ies of KC8ktu. unrl .1IIallizska;'R;:lLUarbOur: 
Fr~m the cou;di~ oj .Mtlsc~ti;;c, Jpl,,;s07l; dnJ"lo,};ai1"ree~an 

Alger. . . : ., , ." . 1 ., " 

From the count~s of &ott and Clinton, 'toring''Wlleel('~; 
: From the cCYIinti~ of 'Ccdm', Lin7l,'and 'B61ftm, :rohlfP. Co~k. 

Prom tAe cCYlI'Tliies (If Jackson and Jones, i": ~"Braiflcr:" ' ... ,. 
j , \" 'I 

Digitized by Google 



JOURNAL OF 

From the counties of DUbtlqttC, Clayton, Delau'art, tmd Bla('k
ha1.l.'k, Theophilus Crawford and John G. Shields. 

On motion of Mr.l:Jradley, 
John B. Russell was appointed Sct'retary pro te~. 

On motiOn. at Mr. Bradley, I' " :. 

C. C. ROckwell was appointed Assistant Secretnry pro tem. 
On motion of Mr. Howell, 

John J. Stout was appointed Messenger 'Pro tem. 
On motion of Mr. Selman,' 

Isro~l Keister was appointed Sergeant-at-artns pro lem. 
On motion of Mr. Selman, 

Charles Evans was appointed fireman pro tem. 
Mr. Springer mond that a committee of three be. appointed 

to examine the credentials of members, ,vbiehwas agreed to, 
an(l .. 

Messrs. Springer, Bradley, and Crawford were aJ'Pointed 
_wid committee. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
J The Senatt' adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morl'Ow momiilg. . 

... TT:ESDAY MORNING, DECE~B:tR 5) 1848, . . . . 
Henate met :pu~$uant to adjournment. . } 
Mr. Springer, from the committee appointed to 'examine cre

dentials, reported that they had llerformed th~t duty, and found 
them formal and correct. . . 

. Whereupon, thefollowJng gentle~ell. were sworn for the 
faithful di.~hlU'gerof their dllties : , 
. Mell~~ AIge~,<;assady, Cook,E~py, Fear, Ho~en, Royston, 
Selman, Shields, and Wright. 

Qn uiotion of Mr. Springer, 
.. 'l'hf.l ru~es of the last session were adopted Cor the temporary 

government of the Senate.' , • 
'On molion of Mr. Rl'adlfY, 

, 
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THE SFiNAT-.E.. 

. Ordered, That the- Sebate-~~ viH'~~; "tln'.u~ of 
a Prellidentand·lJther'oftioert.··, : ,0 ,":,,~. '" , .. -:. . 
- Mr. Bradley neminateci ,.l~ti J. &!lMin:': '.1 ,', l' ",.<:, '. i . , '.~ 

Mr. Springer nominated Evan Jay. :' .. ,:: 
. The vote' being taken~· it ap~ated' Utat~1\ft';- Ja..y ye~'~e 

'Votes, Mr,' Bradley '~nej Mr. Cook'dne,.lIild-loJttl :I. '8eMe 
ten; which bet!lg a' mlij~ cif the' whOM S~. he"WM' de.; , 
clued 'duly eledted Pl'~ide!lt'of tlu!lIene.te. .~ .'-

Upon being conducted to· the chait by •• l$r ... ·~Jliftt.nd 
Howell, a committee appointed fori." ·putJ1Me;:tJie- Pt'talMf 
elect returned thanks in the fol1ewilh~.WlD~I·':· ,.;.,' .r, 
GZltTLrllli:l'f OF 'J'iUl ·SI.d·s: ..... ' : ;.: '~_. -,' " '~ 

,J cannot-but.thank roo-for the h~b"!II~·oonfirJ' __ hapoD.diiJ: 
However laborious may be thel4lun.of:&tI. ·dtliJi,~.raC .Jrowe'ttt> 
inadequate . may be 'my ~bilitl.. col, djehl 'fJt4Iper -&.~batge, 1 
cannot· but feel, and reel mOlt deePlY, that You have'l'am me Ii 
very high complime:Bt. .! ,." . " , • • 

Order, gentlemen, is Heaven's first la\,,; ,The talk,' or the 
presiding officer can be made easy; and hi. road; r-endered 
smooth, by your generous aid and 'IJ~ppott ... I f.el:thlt'l may 
look for this assistance at your hands; and, therefore, .... \lWI. 

the duties of thee hail', with:the letlllrelootance,,~lIg8itfthallklng 
you for the confidence repoled in me. -I have only td'I4(I,'"thll 
it will . be "*y. etJbrtl~ollt. thee'_iob; ic{ j)r~~.yaelf 
wol'thy' of· the p~oeto whieh, Yell. ifa .. thrigbt.pl'&pet> te eli: 
vate ~e. - .', . . ~ . ''':T :,' .... ;, 

The Senate then proceeded to the election of a Secte1i6ty't 
when it appeared that John B. RUlSell-.e~ed,I'J',~~Ii;·~nd 
John M. Perry received 11 voW!. rwlriok "'11IIa5~ ·.t the 
whole Senale; he was declare«!: duI1·eleotilld.;~ . T. ;"; ::,. . :: 

T&'e 'Senate then· proceeded to tD eltcitian . of -:all! AI.tillllfti 
SecretarYJ when d. d.Rookwell, ~lhg r.ceiv1KP aJt·tti.e ·v~ 
cast, was aeelared l1mn1imIm.tY·f:leiJted~:: . '. '~",.' i ,:'.' . - .. -

The Senate then proceeded, andi,ilr litrelUJl1lbt'i .adllchoice 
as folIo,,": . >,~ .'~"!.:':: ,';c:'J .:12 ':':~ 

For Sergeant-at-arms, George W. Warrick. -~.,-:;'\.- .. y.. 

- For Mtnsenger,John J. 8to-ut.: ." ~, ::;; .... :;:::~':" ._ •. ~1: 
For Fireman, A. W. Russell. . .[ . .;.: ...•. 
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.'- 'llie.'OellerJl·c}eot weft. t.b,P. AAl,·ltl\lUt:jl, lIIItl ,_~ ~~ ~he-
discharge. of the duties of their reiJMHlUlI& ,tlWtWl.· " ' ,I. 

Mr. Crawford, wi~_e-:Q~",(, f9tfe~tl.¥lJQlJq.w'ng fl!S-

olution : . .'. :. 1,.:1 " "~ r .. 

. ~ 'f~,.tltA$ __ i;ary"w J.\l~iS"Il~ Qe;&ll!llPrjzA<l to 
~ .arl'1lQlglt~t" Jl!i~ .thEit iOJtJj$~«lr:".t lQ'Wa City,: for. ~l1o 
P-lJ~ e( ~II! o,ottttt.er§ IIID~ }lIl,... .. ,'to ,a»4f:r.oIP. mAJ1lbqr
of the SeHte, durinl. ~,pr'Mnt. •• 4illJ!. ,etf: tile J..egjsWu,"'~1i 
. IT~·'1"Ik-b.eiJw.~,tbe,,",qptioQ of the,I'Qiol1,lMqn, it' 
"'~i4eQiin.~.".Y~;" :,'" {; , ',' , , " .. 

Onmotionpf,"Wr~'II~f,;.-" ",'J .·i ,", ';' .,r,. '::v L,' 

Ruolwd, That Palmer &. Paul,. PJ9.Jt~jI.pf, fhq. ~4i1-:W1l (;ap-. 
iW,&fQrW. '.'8UlplO,_:to ·t\Q;thtt.'i_~ 1lJ'~.~ ~e 
~_uriag:tb'pr."m,.Hi@!I': '. '/.,0' -, . '. " 

, Mr.;.H.d)oilJ':_'lv~.tbat ... ~Jn~e~ tbr8.e;~ appm$d. 
to ,wait ,")I9Jl du!,UQu .. , .,f·~nll!l~tw~~,·,and info~;~~at 
body that the Senate,is DOW' permaaently .M~,~~ reMiy 
$0 pllGCCld:.~ ,bQllinClt.a; ,;. : ~ • [ ','. .: , ... \ 
! W~vt"l\gl'~dlto.a~.. ",f" , ".,;",1 

, l\fe.s .. :!IIbtb.ur.:~~ .. ndJ.SJRtt, w.!lr~·I~po(Dfl!~ ,a.,id 
OWraitte.'. ,,:, '1: ~ !; ;. ",.:,'1 _. J "Li .<,' "',.,, ' 

:M.r."Bladky. 'w.ithr·:t.n,;ObthinfAt ~ft1Ited ,UJe, {ql~iag' 
,...b.tjelU' ... :" ,'/'" i' , .. : ,OJ • 'c, 1" . ",,', .• ",j," ' . 

I ~-. Thit tUjeditol'tlj)f·;tha.,~ttlJJl;~~s hl,l.bi': 
StMe; ~ ·_,th.d. toje •. wi~ the.1m .of ,thjf~eJ!~e.,at,p1Jf4S:'" 
ure, and that ihe Treasurer prePare a desk for their a~QPp':lIqO; 
......... ~. I.. • " .. : .. ",' r' 

',:W.lUch~,atMpktf.j: ... ·" ... :,' ',1. L' 

, :14l • .o.k. ............. .to"IJ_.ti~ t9 the :presideJ)t oC~h. 
Seute,' from J. SOQfS"l\id1mal),,-info~il\g 'I,\J.at, bPdy, qf bi~ 
iIMJdio-. tD.cGntetUb,I,.t.t; of,:Fl'~ .AJg~r., SeQatm' ,(rom .... , ~.'CbD!.pO.",Qfi tM .QQtmIIifIl;:of Mlil!catil)e,·Jp~o1l,; 
and Iowa, and moved it. il' .... t411~ J.o.1IoM11tltQt ~UQe ;, .', , 
. ,iWiUtbJ.1I._1\IfMdM.,aud:, ,;;'.! . "'".,' Ii .. : ,,,,'J'; :"1 

Me.ln. Cook, E.py, and Crawford were app!>~ ~aid 
eommittee. , ,:" .,', . iT "," ,:) '."r· .... J·,,' •.•• ,r-; I', I 

Mr. Harbour, with leave obtaineil;olfe.r4~ t,h~ iqUO.,,ins. ,rflS-

olutioD: .f . , ;' : ' : . 
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nuolvel,i 1'~,'tbtl &eretaTy:of the Smtate' turnls1i 'e~h ~m
her ilf the Senate, with thirty copies of luch f1Iewspapel'i l~~ 
liBbed iiltllis pltidei"-Jte triaJ'di~eef. " . ',' ,,/.. ~, 

Mr. Cook moved to amend, by striking out' the wordetSfIj'n 
1Mi: plflee';t. ,'J ,.," ..... t".:.m'~\ :~'l,) 

Which was agreed to. .w,,: 
, 'Mr. J2y·ft\~t!d!tj,~; h1'~Mng ~'lh werd"t&H~," 
and inserting "twenty." ~ . ,I.:'" LUll i. ,.)ler.:', 

Tb~ ~itm beil\g:upon Utili actoptibll'Of tb&'anH!Wd\neftt, 
The yeas and nays were called fOI\ and baing or~dt ~e 

aafollows: ,: "". ',.';',' .,\:" .\ ... ,\ .. 1.lI 

Yeai ....... Mtslr.; ;Alger ~'Br~ ,.lbotvfdrtg',IOook~·'ar; 'Sp1ing-
er, Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright-9. ,.,'".;-" 
. ·Jlay.I-l~·':Cu.atly, ~ford;'EI,y(F_(HaII~ur, 
Howell, Royston, and Shields-8. ,I u· 1 'j 1/: ,.!' • 
,Bq·thequ~n"'~t6idedJi. dl& .. ~. " " •. ,{' 
The question now being upon the alloption of the' w.latlon, 
'WaS'debickdiin the afBl!lDi.tl1l&. " ': r '. J' .• '. ",. \ ,II) 

On moti~n of Mr. Crawford, .... :1 . ':" ai, 
The Senate.cljoUtmahlC¢i110:'o'clOCk ~bioriow ~~. 
}.~ ~)·!\.:..~.~.'I.' .~~~ " ,:.,,~;. . ,. .. ,.', '/I.!,') 

,'f i '. '(! "In :." ~. 

, . ~ . ,.,~t '" .~l 

': ." 

"1. ~ .::,.! \ !. 

., ,. .. ' . " 'j.' 

.r -/ 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment, ,,; ,.-, . ! -, 

The President announced the standing c0D11rdttees '(j(: .e ;es-
.i~, u:£oltMva: i' I ; 'J:' J. 'i~ .". ,1'r ) ...• ';. 

On Way, and .Means-Messrs. Espy, lJay"ft'YlCllrlj'W ..... 
ler1lnd;FUM'.'" ...... 'J' .. :1:. ".: ,,'j .. ',f ,. ':'. 

On the Judiciary-Messrs. Bradley, Wright, BrowRUtgj't1IIa-
aa.dt.:.~f: .'" ,'; ~':"'J,.' ,~! .'" 'l'~'i: f· ,: .. : ... / 

0., ~ :~';"lIeas'i·.)fMli""oiH', :tl'Mtef;fIti_; 
Jay ___ .Mlget. ,,. , :: '.J '1:;' 1'. .'.' 9:'· ·i'.' ;" ('Ij 1 ll.h.; 

, ()~f([~M}tr~~ri""'R1iJlto'Jll W'ti~t, .«a ... ;. 
dy"Springer iMlI'B;qley. ;"': ','."" ,,, ..,; .• : '!, /' 
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\ 

0.. Vililoty, 4ff'l.T __ ~."r ... · SpJ;qU;, .JIo,,", Wheeler, Har-
oo.r tPd San£OJd.. 

Oa BcAoola-Me •• rs. S4ield~ Spri ... , Elpy, S.mo~ and 
F-ear,_ : • Or. ) 

Oa RtMdI-Meslfs. Howei, Cook, Alger, Wright and·llar
boor. 

Qi. ~ ~i.'-He81ii"8"C""r, BrllwJliDg,Cta.w1ord, 
Sanford and Bradley.' . 

0.. ~~Me."r •. ' ·Esp),,; Browning, BrIlllleY,1 Sprott, 
_Howel.. . i .. " 

On Engrossed Bills-Messrs Shields and Cook. . . , 
0. .a.&tJ8-'-Meeats.;Cr..w~,·J.y, ·Shlelds, Wheeler;.imd 

Caaady. , ,. .' , .. : 
Orr 0nmIy :B~riM-!)(ea81'S .. Feu'ySanfonlf C~.rd, 

Cook, and Howel. '. .' " 
On .B~MI'Hi.; Alger" Wlaaeler, ,.lloy.tp~ Spl't)tt, 

and.'Br..ney.' , 
On lneorporalicms-Messn. Crawford, W~'LShi411ds, 

Cook, and Espy. .'.. ; • .' 
o.·lWwolkd·:sm..-Me.vs • .EiPf:ad S~.: .' 'i 
On NetD Counties-Messrs. Harbour, Browning, Alger, Ccok, 

and Crawford. 
Mr. Wright presented a communication to the Presitblnt of 

the Senate, from James Nossler, informing that body of his in-
• tention to contest the rigJtt of Hon. Barney Royston, Senator 

froD;l tbe .jlis~rict ?o.posed Qr. the t;Du~ Qf .. ~apello and 
Monroe, to a seat in this body; . . 

Which was, " ". .. .,' 
.' 0.. hi. ·motion, .• 
Referred to a select committee, with power to Mkld for .per-

.... ,wnd. 11',.,., Mlcl .. '. . .' . . 
~Ie.sr.. Wright, Bradley, and Espy were appointed laid 

. I 

Mr. Crawford presented the petition of T. S. W¥a-and •• 
*,,1.eJ;·~ iaf·,18bPqqe·co.Il1ltyt'~ ao.r aK appro
priation to cover the bridges over the North and Soutlt. F_~ . .of 
~)Jaq~~ ri~,.-d tiJ. W'apai~..,aocl~,ri •• rs, 
aDd that the future repairs be a cO\Jijt¥f_iM.,.r· t~bs~P 
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bhlirge, and m()vcd its reference to a 8elect commtttee; which 
was agreed to, and . 

Messrs. Cr;;.wford, Shields,' and Bradley, were appointild said 
., committee. 

Mr. Bradley introduced Senate file No.1," bill'(or'itJ} act 
granting certain rooms ill the capitol; for the use of the U. S. 
District Court; 

Which was read a first Ol.nd sccond timc, arid, 
On his motion, 

The 13th rule was suspendcd, said bill read a third time, 
passed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Cravyford intrQduced Senate file No.2; Joint Resolution 
requesting our Senators and Representatives in Congress to 
procure an appropriation to defray the expenses of su1'\'eying 
the boundary line between Missouri and Iowa; , 

Which was read a first and second tillie, ands 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

The 13th rule wasstlspended, said joint reS'blution read a 
third time, passed, and title agreed to. . 

On motion of Mr. Shit!lds, 
Resolved, That ,the Secretary of St!lte be requested to furnish 

each member of the Senate, with a copy of tho acts aDd resolu
tions of the extra session of the first General Assembly of the 
State of Iowa. 

Mr. Bradley moved thl\t a committee of two be appointed, to 
act with a similar committee on the part of the House, to wait 
upon his Excellency, Governor Briggs" and inquire if hc had 
any, communication to make to the General Assembly; 

Which was agreed to, and 
Messrs. Bradley and Cook ,vere appointed said committee. ' 
A committee from the House of Representatives was an-

nounced, composed of. Messrs. Read, Harrison, and Goodrell, 
who informed the Senate that the House was',permanently or
ganized, and ready to proceed to businell8. 

Mr. Harbour .introduced Senate file No.3, j9int resolution 
relating to the election of U.S. Senators, and Judges of the 
Supreme Court, 

Which was read a.. first and ~ccond time, anti, :r 
') .. 
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Oil his lU'!tiolJ, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a 

thirJ tilUe, passed, and. titlt: agreed. 10. 

Ou motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Sl.!llate adjwrlied till ,2 o',clock, P. M. 

·1'WO O'CLOCK, ·P. M. 

The P-rcsicltmt laid ilcf'Ote the Senate a communication, and 
the accompanying report of the Secretary of Slate, relative .to 
clllltingent expenses,Qf 1848; which was, 

, On motion of Mr. Crawford-, 
-I~aid ~n the 'tabl<llllnd Juade su4iect tt) the {)rder of -the Scn~ 

'llte; also, 
A cOII~munication and repvrt of the Secretar:y of State, in re'" 

lntion to criminal return5. [ See Appendix. ] 
On motion ()fMr. Browning; 

Said report and communication were iaid Oil the tabl-e, subject 
to the further order of the Senate. 

Menage from the' House ef Representatives'j by Mr, Leffing
well, chief clerk{ 
.(1,fr. President-

I am directed to inform the Senate; that thc Hoil~e f)f. Rep
resentatives have concurred in the rf'solution relative to. the 
election of Senators' and Judges; with two 81nendments, \-iz: 
By striking out "to-morrow, the 7th inst.," and illll.erting the 
words "on Wednesday, the 6th inst., at 3 o'clock," also, strike 
out ail after the words "United States Senators." 

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
'fhe question beill!; upon the adoption of the amendments of 

the House, to 
Senate file No.3, joint resolution relative to the election of 

r;. S. Senato!'s and Judges of the 811 preme Court, 
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'I'll(' yl"as and I 

f{)llow~ : 

~.:\TE 

~stt'd, and beill~ 

Yeas-.:Hessrs. Cassady, Espy, Fear, Howcl, Ropton, and 
Mr. Prcsiuent-6. 

Nays-Messrs. Alr\"er, Uradley, Browning, Cook, Crawforrl, 
Harbour, Jay, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, and "Vright 
-12. 

So the Senate r 
. Mr. Bradley, f 

xcellency, Gove 
at duty, and ree 
as read as folio 

Gentlemen of the &nate 

r . 

tce appninted to 
ported that they 
a messlngc in 

and HOHse of Representatives: 

You have assembled as a co-ordinate branch of the gover11-
ment, for the purpose of performing t4e duties imposed upon 
you by the constitution of the State. It· is a source of ratification 

d pride that we f the States of 
deracy, and that ntry, the goven 
superior to any een formed by 
epublics posses he features of 0 

isen and passed arly three qua 
iury, our country has prospered in an unprecedented . manner ; 
she has stood unshaken amidst internal pommotions, wars of 
invasion, and a foreign war; and our citizens are, at the ·present 
time, equal, if not superior to any upon the face of the earth, in 
all that can ennoble and dignify mankind. But our own 8!gac-
. y has not produc nd happy result 

lmighty God ha us ; His arm has 
ut to protect an d our deepest I:> 

mes, is a poor, bly be an accept 
im, for the man rs which he has 

us. Being thus avore y eaven, every citi~en III under e 
most solemn obligations to preserve unimpaired our Union and \ 
our institutions.. Every State exerts an influence. We have 
lately enterqd the confederacy, and it should be our great dc
sire to lahor carncstly and faithfully jo promote thc happin.cs~. 
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f·the peo Ie of our own 
should be equall) sohCl ou 

State while at the same. time we 
ou ing lC p C51 ity nd uet! 

ou om n nt 
You, fellow citIzens, nre the representatlv.es of the people of 
58 e, ·ou re esl ro the' m' t,' d der nd 

, their wishes and interest~, It will undoubtedly be a prominent 
sid atio th ve e t r va ; t t tl e e~t to 

rform our duties with dignity and enllrgy; and especially may 
th~y nasona ly expec tha II gisl ve sin s '" b IS-

eh as ee y a po 'ble con' te t witl ae' ae nd 
. propriety, III order that they may not be harrassed wIth unnec-

ary ur s~ 

If the matten which I IIhan fecbly and imperfectly present 
yo e id tio fal hor f at e p pIe "p at 

ur hands or ~f they in any way conflict with their best inter
e~ts, it IS t Ie earnest pe f t E cut tl yo wi , by 
~ r s er w' om nd qu' tall ",'il tl 'r w ts, p
ply the prop~r remedy, 

he 110 ng &te nt hi's t am nt th ree 'pts 
and disbursements of the' treasury, since the annual r~port of' 
t te tor tr ur da vern er h, 4() 

e eip ro 6th v, 6" t 5th 
Pa ments " " " 

eip 'ro .st reh S47 1lt 
Payments " " " 
J eip ro lth nc, 47, (ith 

Payments " " " 
eip ro th t., 7,t Oth 

Payments " " ". 
R eip ro Oth v~, 47, th 
fayments " " " 
R eip rOI Ih rell 848 Gtl 
}'aymcnts " " " 
R eip ro th J e 1 , to st 
Pa,yments " " " 

llal ce 31st Octoll ,184S 

arc 847 

" " 
U;1 847 

" " 
pt, 47, 

" (, 

o\", 47, 

" " 
arcl 848 

" ". 
unf> 'l48 

" " 
,.1 

" " 

Receipts, Payments. 
'1 3 , . 97 

$1,3i1 35 
:J,:i ::!8 

3,3C9 76 
'4.,(' 69 

49,097 88. 
1,21 29 

6,812 54 
3,::! 95 

8,028 58 
2,5 56 

2,960 96, 
63 

a,G63 2() 

, I ti,f).. 67 $ 5,20 27 
~5,2"0 27 

$1,394 40 

r 
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It will be perceivetl by the foregoing statemcnt, that on 'the 
;nst of October, 1848, there was a balance in the treasury of 
one thousand three hundred and ninety-four dollars, alld forty 
cents. ' 

There is no object for the promotion of wh~ch an enlightened 
legislator will more readily apply his be!lt energies, than that of 
~dueati9n. It is generally conceded that our present sc~oollaw 
is, in many respects, exceedingly defective. One of the prom
inent purposes for which the General Assembly was convened 
in extra session, in January last, was the amendment or this law, 
or the substitution of a different ope. Numerous petitions were 
presented to the leg~slature, in w14ch the solicitude of Qie peo
ple in referenp.e to thill subject, could not have been mistak;e~. 
The law, however, was notamended, and neither, was a new one 

'enacted. It is to be. regretted that the carne5t wishes ,of the 
people in this particular, ,hould have been thus frustrated. 
. In inviting your attention tQ, this subject, I would respectfully 
Jiuggest that there are one or two P9ints connected with it, upon 
which your i~mediate action would be of essential service to 
the cau'se of education throughout fJJ.e State, 

The second section of the tenth article of the eonstitution 
makes appropriations for a perpetual State school fund, !he ~
terest of whiclt alone shall be applied to the sUpPQrt of common 
schools. By ~e school law of 1847, ~ll the mO:{leys cous,titu
ting this perpetual fund, flow into the hands of !he school fund 
commissioners. The fourth, section of the foregping article of 
the constitution1 provides that" the money which shall be paid 
by persons as an equivahmt f9r exemption from mil~tary duty, 
and the clear proceed~ of all fines collected in the s~v,eral o!>pn
ties for any breach of the penal laws, 8,~ be e:xclusively ap
plied, in the several counties in which s~ll money is paid or 
fine collected, among the several school districts of said COUll

ti~s, in the proportion t9 the number of iuhabitaD~1I in such dis
tricts, to the support of common 6chools, or the establishment 
of libraries, as the General Asstlmbly shall fr01Jl time to time 
provide by law." It would seem clear that it is ,not the inten
tion of the constitution that the interest of the f\lnds a~e.ruillg 

llllder this sec~on, should be applied to the liup~ort of c(lmm'o~ 
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~ehools in the se,"erat counties, but that tht' principal it ,;elf 
:lhould be thus applied; and it would also seem clear that these 
funds should be kept separate and apart from the permanent 
school,fund. By th~ twenty third section of the school law of 
lB4?,it is made the duty of the county treasurer to pay oyer to 
the schoo} fond commissioner of the proper county, on the fif
teenth day of February annually, for the usc of common schools 
within the county, all the meneysspecifiedin the"fourth section 
101' the foregoing article of the constitution, together with "all 
funds in "the treasury arising from the sale of water crafts, lost 
goods and estray's.'" And the nineteenth section of the law 
"provides for levying a tax by the county commisswners of the 
igevC1'"al counties throughout the State, for the support of common 
schools in their respective counties.· These taxes, when collec
led,are also paid into the hands of the school fund commission
ers, on the fifteenth day of February annually. These funds 
were likewise unquestionably intended to be kept s~parate from 
the permanent school fnnd, and to be wholly distributed in the 
I'cveral counties where the tax is levied and collected. There 
arc no provisions in the law, howe,'cr, for keeping these funds, 
and those arising from the sourees heretofore specified, separate 
1\1'Id apart from the permanent fund, nor for their separate dis
t:ributiori.· On the fifteenth day of February annually, they are 
paid over to the school fund commissioners, where they must 
either lie idle, or be loaned out in accordance with the thirty
seventh section of the school law, which section wall evidently 
intended to apply exclusively"to the management of the perma
nent fund. I would therefore recommen4 that some measure· he 
speedily adopted by which the fund commissioners will been-

o abled, when these funds come into their hands in" February next, 
to manage and distribute them according to the intention Gf the 
constitution and the laws; and I would further recommend that 
aU other defects in our common school system, r.cceive your· ear
Jiestand most "earnest attention. 

In my message delivered at the special session of January 
last, I calJed the attention of the General Assembly to "an act 
nf the General Assembly, appro"ed February 25. t847, entitled 
"an act to proyide for the manllgl"mcnt and dispo5ilion of Hle 
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!fehool fund.' ,\ The t'ighth section of this act }lr.O\ ides;; that. th~ 
manner of selecting t.he five hundred tholuand acres of land 
mentioned in the second section 01 the tenth ~rtiole of the .COll

stitntioIl, and the disposition thereof, for the support of schools i 

shall be as follows, to wit: any persall capable of contracting. 
having settled upon the public lands, the quality whereof, and the 
impro\>ements thereon,,lviIl in the opinion of the fund cOJn¥lis~ 

~ioner of thc county, render the selection a safe and profitable 
one, may in writillg signi(y to said commissioner his or her de
sil'e to have th" sume f(,'(!og~ized as school lands, and thereupofl 
thp sam·c, llot cxceeding three hundred and twentyacrcs,shaU 
be returned by said fund commissjoner, with thEl date of theit 
selection, to the superintendant of public instruction, to be. by 
bim registered as lands selected by the State under, the gr_ 
from Congress referred to; after which tIle silid fund ~mJtlis-r 
"ioner shall proceed to cont1;act with such aetHer for the f:lale 
11) ereof." 

"The seventeenth section of the act provides that • the SUpef

intelldent of lnlblic instruction shall report, from tiole to tiJne, 
all selections made uncler the eighth section of this Bct to·,the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the Uilited Stat~s, and to the prQrr-

. er land office,' 
., Selections made according to the· provisioJ\S . of the eighth 

lle{)tion of this act, have l~en reported to the general.landofiice, 
by the gentleman elected as superintendant of public instruction. 
The report has been returned, as incorrect and inval~d, ·Oll the 
ground that the selections thus made coniHct with the geJlemal 
land office illstrllotions of August 6th, 1847, with reference. ~ 
Staie selections under the act of Congress of the 4th Septem.ber. 
1841, entitled • an act to appropriate tho proceeds of the .sal,a 
of the public lands .and to grant pre-emption rights.'. The .. fifth 
section of those· in8tru~tions makes it important and· neoeHary 
that the select~ng agent of the State' sho\lld mllke 'Ilch· careful 
and thorough preliminary examination.s as will enable him to 
select lands to which there may exist no v,alid claim, by pre
emption or ·oilierwise;~ and the sixth sectum provides that if; 
notwithstanding such precaution, the State shall hereafter Ilelect 
lands whieh shall be found to be interfered with by, allY prior 
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aT ibettcr claim t>r claims; the selections I to the whole extent bi' 
tr&ch claim or claims, will of course be null and void.' It will 
readily be perceived froln the foregoing instructions, that it is 
1'10t contemplated by the act of Gongress above referred to, tu 
lurre.nder to the State any land covered by any valid claim' by 
pre-emption or otherwise I' consequently the law of this State, 
allowing persons having claims upon the pUblic lands by virtue 
of improvements thereon, to register them as lands selected by 
the Staie; and then to purchase them from our own State officers; 
cOnflicb in a very material point, with the instructioris from the 
• -general land office. It is of the utmost importance to the cause 

. of education in this State, that these selections should be made 
.-soon as practicable. In order to accomplish this object, our 
laws relative to the making of these selections, must harmonize 
with the requirements of the general governmcnt." 

The General -Assembly addressed a memorial to' Congress, 
protesting against the instructions of the general land officc, and 
praying that that those instructions might be so modified as to 
give our State the benefit of the act of Congress of the 4th of 
September, 1841. Of the fate of that memorial the Exccutive, 
up to the present time, has received no intelligencc. Whether 
it will be more advantageous to the cause of education and the 
interests of the State, to await the result of that memorial, than 
immediately to' {lause our laws relati'¢e to these selections, to 
harmonize with Clhe instructions of the general land office, I 
leave for you to determine. As the selections are at present 
luspended, and as they will 80 continue, uritil either Congress 
ot the General Assembly shall act upon the matter, I trust the 
.object will receive that attention at your hands which its high 
importance demands. . 

Below is presented the number of all able bodied white male 
citizens, between the ages of eighteen and forty-five years, sub
ject to military duty, in each of the counties which have been 
reported to me, in accordance with an act entitled" an act re
quiring the assessors to take lists of persons subject to military 
duty," approved January 25, 1848. 

Lee county, 
John~on" -

2,688 
666 
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Poweshiok couuty; 61. 
Lynn, .. 704 
<::e4ar, .. 539 
Iowa, " 81 
Clinton, " ..• .ssa 
Jackson, " - - 1025 
Jasper, " 108 
ReokuK, " 485 
Louisa, " 668 
WlL8hington, " ."566 
Davis, " 721 
Dallas, " 59 
Polk, ., 67fl 
Clayton,. " - 4i9 
Henry, ,~ , - 950 
Jefferson, " 1100 
Muscatine, " 897 
Van Bureri, . " '1,640 
Buchanan, " - " 71 

Whole numbllr reported, 14,310 
Several of the cOWlties have failed to forward an abstract, in 

obedience to the act above mentioned. Howev.er irksome the 
performance of this species of milita.ry duty may to ~me; ap
pear, it cannot be denied that II- well organized militia is, in 
every point of view, essentially neces~ary jn this State; and, 
without further comment, I would suggest that at lealt Buch ·an 
organization :he effected as will entitle us to receive our qW)~ 
of arml' from the General Government. 

At, the spec~al se~sion, inJ!1nuary last, the General Assem
bly forwarded a memorial to Congress praying for an apprp~i" 
ation,of lands for the conslru.ction of a rail road from Dubuque 
tei Keol<.i1k, through the ~nterior of the State.. It was there re
ferred to a committlle,.the .cl¥llrman.o.f which, it i. understood, 
reported a.dversely ~ the pr,ayer.ofthe memorial,. on the ground 
that the route had .not been surveyed, nor its practicability aDd 
distance reported. A rail road through the centre of our State 
would lllost eminently contribute to thc developement of our 
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agricultural, mineral, and .other resources. The efforts of the 
legislature to -obtain from C<lngress a donation of land for that 
purpose, must be a source of extreme gratification to the people 

. of the State; and, notwithstanding the failure of those eft"orts, 
for causes above stated, there are powerful reasons tor a repeti
tiOD of the attempt to obtain the desired donatio~. Before ano
ther memorial is presented, however, it seems i~ will be necea
nry to make a survey of the contemplated route, and to lay be
fore Congress all the information relative thereto, that can be 
convcni41ntly obtained. Whether you will deem it expedient to 
leave this preliminary labor to private enterprise and energy, or 
adopt such measures as will secure its perforlJlance on the part 
of the State, will be a question properly belonging to you to 
decide. Should you deem it your duty to renew the application 
on the part of the State, there would seem no improprietJ in 
funlishing Congress, at the expense of the State, all necessary 
information connected with such application. 

It may not be improper to state here, that I have r.eceivcd 
copies of resolutions adopted by the legislatures of several of 
the States, approving of Mr. Asa Whitney's plan of a rail road, 
t'O connect tile Atlantic and Pacific oceans; and which resolu
tions contain instr~ctions to the representatives in Congren 
from those States, requesting them to give the project their sup
port. It is believed that this subject will be vigorously pressed 
upon tile attention of Congress at its coming session. Should 
this project, or a situilar one be favorably viewed by Congress, 
it may not be unworthy of consideration, whether a subsequent 
application by you to that boay, for a donation of land for a rail 
road through the centre of tIlis State, might not be partly based 
upon the fact tIlat such road could be made to form one of the 
links in the great chain of rail roa45 connecting the Atlantic 
and Pacific. A road connecting with the Chicago and Ga,lena 
road, and then running tIlrough the centre of this State to Coun
eil Bluffs, would, it is believed, effect tllat object, and at the 
same time be of great advantage to our citizen~. But whatever 
may be thought of this suggestion, should you dccm it. your 
duty to present another memorial to Congress, for a donation of 
land for a rail road through the Statr, I trust, at leust, t'hut such 
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a. route will be selected as will advance the best interests of the 
people. 

The Board of P1lfllic works haye received thirty thousafd 
dollars froID the-nle of the lands granted by Congress to aid in 
the improvemeDt of the na'Vigation of the Des Moines Jiver, 
and one half of that sum hai been eX'pended on the improve
ment. I have certified thue facts to the President of the Uni
ted States, as required by the act grantiag the lands. It is un
derstood that the improvement is rapidlJ progre .. in~, under t~e 
management or the Board. 

In the sale of the lands, the thirtieth section of the act enti~ 
tIed" an act creating a Board of Public Works, and providing 
for the improvement of the Des MoiDes river," provides that, 
" at the time of the. sale, the treasurer and Secretary sban issue 
their certificates of the same to the nspective purchasers, re
taining duplicates thereof, patents shall thereupon ilsue, signed 
by the· petnor, subject to such regulations as may be pre
scribed by law." 

No regulations have yet beeD prescribed by law, for th .. issUo- • 
ingo of these patents, and I would suggest that tho Board of 
Public Worb be authorized to prepare and filMheDl up, and 
,IaOI) for.waOO them to the Executive, for hia lig1lll1me •. 

One o£ the mos~. important duties de.vtUl'iog upon·.the Gen.-' 
eral.Aslembly, at its prellmt leJliOll,j .. the. apporUoDment of 
the State, in accordance with. the thirly .. irst section of the 
fourth,article of the constitution.. I rest asauttdthat.you. will 
meet' this duty with that deliberatiQJl whieh its. prop-er· }lerform
&DCe demanq •• 

The. remarks in my Dle.sagoe,.delivered at the l}l4tCials ... ion, 
relative to ille unanished condition, and the. neDes.ity of com.-· 
pleting.the penitentiary oC thi. State, I respectfully. reiterate.at 
the present time. 

The commissioners appointed to revise the.statutesolthis State, 
hav.e submitted a report to me, which is here.with transmitted •. 

'Dhe suit relative to..the. boundary line between this State an.d 
Missouri, hal) I und.erstand, been taken to. tJIe Supreme CQurt 
of the United States,. where it will. probably be heard and deci~ 
ded during the present winter •. 
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During the interval between tJle adjournmtmt of the first 
General Assembly under the constitution, and the opening of 
dle'pecial session, all of theJ udges of the Supreme. Coutt of 
this State, who held their offices· by virtue of appointment 
under the general government,-teJldered their resignations to 
me. The eighth sectiqp of the fifth article ,of the constitution 
provides that, ., when any office shall, from any cause, become 
vacant, and no mode is provided by the constitution and laws 
~or filling such vacancy, the Governor shall have power to fiJI 
such vacancy, by granting commissions, which shall cxpire t 
the end of the next session of the Gencral Assembly, or at the 
next election by the people." I accordingly filled the vacancies 
in the Supreme Court by issuing commissions, which, in my 
judgment, expired at the close of the special session. As the 
General Assembly neglected to elect judges during Ou).t session, 
at its close, I issued commissions to the gentlemen uow filling the 
offices of chief justice and associate justices of the Supreme 
Court. Those commissions will expire at the close of the pres
ent session, and it will be your duty to elect judges of the 
Supreme Court in compliance with the constitution and laws. 

IL will also be your duty to elect two Unitcd Sta,tcs ~cnaiors. 
Two scssions of the General Assembly have been held since 
our ~tate organization, during which the election ef United 
States Senators, and Judges of' our Supreme Court, were duties 
enjoined upon it by the constitution. Unfortnnately for the 
State,:these duties have 110t yet been performed. If this result 
arose from difficulties whieh presented themselves, and which 
members felt unable to surmount without further consultation 
with their constituents, I feel confident that, as you are fresh 
from the people, you have received such instructions from them, 
as will enable you to discharge these duties ,yith promptitudE' 
and harmony, 

L ('anllot refrain from again impres~ing \lpOll your minds the 
propriE'ly or a sprNLy allet energetic dischargl.! or your \al'il1uS 
~t1lit's; that accul'aey and di.pat('h ,1101l1d {'hal';l('terize all or 
yOlll' proceedillg's; that no matter,;- foreign to tit .. tulere Is oJ'th<: 
State should be introduced into your deliberations; and mny wo 
all so perform our duties as to receiyc the npprobation of the 
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people, of our own conscienees, and the app~~ng 'flmile 'of 
Heaven. ' . . , ANSEL ~GS. 

, Iowa City, December. 5, ~ •.. 

Which was read, and '.", " 'J""" " 

On motion, , , ", \ ' .. , ' . 
• The Senate adjourned till ] O' o'qlock, to-morrow' morning:: 

I" , • " j • 

. ; " 
. ~ '; . 

'" 

' . 

/. , 

,'I' 

I \ 

THURSDAY MORNING, DteEJIBlla~, 1848~ 
t ! ,', ! ,I, 

Senate met purl/uant 1() ~djGl1rnment., , . 
The PJ.'~sidlUlt bew.g a~E;llt, Mr. SFinger ,w'as called to: UIe 

chair. I ' 

Me,sag~ from the ~OUi~ Qf Repre~~tativ~, by. Mr. Le1Ii~g-
well, chief c~rk: ' , , ," 
Mr. Pr~~- .. .,' , . , ' ,_ 

I am instructed to inform the Senate that the Ho~~e ~. re~, 
ceded from its amendmc~J to . , .' , !,_ 

S~e file, No. a,J,oint Resol~.r~.lativeJo the ~Jll.ctioB:of 
Senators and Judges, and passed the same withol\t ameadm.eutL 

T~e HO~l!ehas paseel,\ ,,',,' , ., ",' .-
Senate fUe"No • .1, a. bill' for an ~c~,gr.antiI!&certain r!>~ in 

the capitol, for the use of the United States District Couft;, 

also.,.~ , ;: '" 
Senate: fi~e, iN o. 2, Joint resoh,lti.Qnl ~equj:sting our S,nato~ 

anel Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriat~ll 
to defray-the expense of mUlling the llo~t}l ~lld westerll b0Ul\l!a-
ries 01 the State of Iowa. . : ,f 

.Mr. Wright presented a p.ctitil!n from 'William ~tcel, and 10 
other citizens of Vun Buren, J eft'erson and Hcm'r'. counties: • 
praying for a road from . Ke'osau9,ua, via. Van ijlJJ:cn county, to 
Mt. Pleasant, in Henry' county. 

Which was, 
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On hi. motion, 
ef red,o 
r. anf d 

c meen ad 
pe ed and took his seat al Senator from Van 

Buren county. 
r. ay, it lea e ai ,d, tr IC 

n fil N 4,' iut resolution for the restriction of slavery; 
Which was read a first and second bme, and, 

o m on aw rd 
ca" of the S nate was had when it appeared 

Th.ai ~r. Harbour and Mr. President were a sen. 
r. ar ur p ri a rt r 1 s spe de 
r. Cra ford moved the indefinite postponement of said joint 

resolution. 
_he CAS ud .y be g r ue ed 
Mr. Harb ur moved a call of the Senate which was ordered, 

when It appeared that Mr. President was a sent. 
r. re en ap ari , d 'in ta n e air a f -

th call W I spended 
Mr. Bradley moved the' postponement of said Join relo ution, 

u l' dn da ne ,a 0 loc P M 
ULr. Cra ford moved the indefinite postponement of.said joint 

resolutIon. 
[r. ra y er th fol wi J II: n en 

Strike out all after the word. " seventeen hundred' and eighty-
.even." 

he ue on ain tIP tl ad tio of e e IDE 

The eas and nays were re "nested, and being ordered were 
asfollowl: 

ea -M ssr A er Br Ie C sad C w rd, Es 
Fe ,HarbOur, Howell, Royston·" Shields and Mr. PreIJident 
-11. 

ay -M 55 ew ng C k, ay, Sa rd Sp 'ng • 
Sp tt, lII{heeler and Wri ht-8. 

So the question was d'eClded in the affirmative. • 
o mo n M S in r, 

Said 'oint resolution WaS laid upon the tabJe. and niade sub-. 
ject to the order of the Senate. 

r." ok wi Ie e tai d, tr uc 

litiz' 'Y \. )C le 
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Senate file, No.5, Joint Resolutio. oonoenaiDg the eleatioll of 
United States Senators. 

Mr. Bradley moved that said joint resolutioll be laid OIl the 
table. 

Upon this question, the yeas and uy. were requested, and 
being ordered, were as follo\vs ~ 

Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Collady, Crawford, Espy, 
Fear, Howel, Royston, Shields,·and Mr. Presiden'-IO. 

Nays-Mess!'s. Browning, Cook, Jay, Sanford, Springer, 
Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright-8. 

And said quntion was decided in the dirmative. • 
The President laid before the Senate t.he report [See Appen

dix] of the Secretary of State, accompanying certain billl, 
Which was, 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Referred to t.he committee on Claims. 
Mr. Cassady, on leave obtaiBed, introduced 
Senate file l No.6, A bill to increase th~ number of judicial _ 

districts, 
Which was read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Laid on the tabie, subject to the order ot the Senate. 
The Prelident laid before the Senate the atlHaI report 01' the 

Auditor of State. [S~e Appendix.] 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 

Ordered, That Rid -report be laid on tire table, and l,~ 
copies be printed for the. use of the Sena~. 

On motion, -
_ _ Senate adjourned till 2 o'elock~ P. M. 

two O'CLOCK, P. M. 

On motion-or 1\Ir. Espy, 
_ Resolt-ed, That C. C. Rockwell be appointed Secretary of tb. 

Senate, and Johu M. Perry Assistant Secretary. f 
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1" ,TJm Secl!ettrill8!ilI8ot.\Y.~tben eacb dbly sworn for the 
faithful performance of the duties of their respecuV)e stations.' 
.... Miessrs. Hanrison and Goodtell were announeed, a.conuuittee 
appointed to inform the Senate, that the House of Representa: 
lives: were ready to-re~ ,tOe. Seaate in jOint. conv:ention. 

Whereupon, Mr. Shields wall appointed taUer, and 
The hOUf of. 2, .P. M., having arrived, The. Senate, preceded 

by their Preaident; Sr.crttaries,.1\.tld Ser.gean~~ar~, tepa4'ed 
to the ball. of tlle Hou,1S8 of: R~rese~tatives, for the purpose of 
balloting for United States SeJ)ators, $Pd' Judges Ilf the Supreme 
G.lurt. The ,~wo branches. ~f the· legislative assembly having 
mefl itt the hall of the HQ_e, . 

A,call of,the membel:s.was·llI1d, when it appeared. that all the 
members of both Houses were present and answered to tbeir 
names. 

After which, 
On motion of Mr. Br~}IIy~ 

The: OOnvEinUQIl ,pfPceeded.,~ the: election, of U niled. States 
Senators, to represent the Stat~ of Iowa, and 

Messrs. Shields, O{. t~· Se~e, and Read,' of the :aoulle, hav
ing been appointed tellers, 

Mr. &adley n~~,'A.stus C. Doq.ge • 
.'Mr. 'l'ho.p-.o.-oJAlnated: Wm. H. Wallace. 

And, after the roll had ~~n called by the SecretQ.1'y, and all 
the members had voted, 

, Itrappeare~ tb"t A.~tu.rC.· Dodge had· recoind Uurty-eight 
votes, and 

Wm. H. Wallace nineteen. 
Those who voted for :,Augusfue C. Dodge, were '. 
Meslta. Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham, 

Bradley, Cassady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davison, Elmer, 
Espy, Evans, Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour. 
Howel, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Morton, Pen
ny" Reed, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Walker, 
Weyand, Wood,ana'Mr. President. 

Those who voted for Wm. H. Wallace, were, 
. Messrs. All~l>on, Bou.rne,,;llJ1o.wning, Burroughs\ Cook, Good

rell, Jay, McCrary, McManaman, Sanferd, Springer, Sprotl, 
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Stevenson, Timmons; Thompson, Wheeler, Williams, W qod:. 
worth and Wright. 

And it appearing that Augustus C. Dodge had received a ma-
jority of aB the vot.es cast, ' 

The President announced that A ngustus C. Dodge was duly 
elected a Senator, t{) represent the State of Iowa, in the Senate 
of the United States. ' 

Mr. McFarland nQrninated Geo. W. Jones. 
Mr. Springer nominated Ralph P. Lowe. 
The Convention proceeded to elect; when it appeared that 
Goo. W. Jones had received thirty-eight votes, and Ralph P. 

Lowe, nineteen. ' 
Those who voted for Geo. W. Jones,' were . 
Messrs. Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Betts, Baker, )30nham, 

Bradley, Cassady, Collins, COl'se, Crawford, Davison, Elmer, 
Evans, mpy, Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour, 
Howel, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Morton, Penny, 
Read, ;Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Walker, W oy
and, Wood,. and Mr. President. 

Those who voted for Ralph P. Lowe, were 
Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burrough" Cook, Good

rell, Jay, McCrary, McManaman, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, 
Step4enson, Timmons, Thompson, Wheeler, Williams; Wood
worth and Wright. 

And it appearing that George W. Jones had received a ma
jority of all the votes cast, 

The President declared that Geo. W. Jones was duly elected 
a Senator, to represent the State of Iowa, ill the Senate of the 
United States. 

The Convention proceeded to the election of a Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of this State. 

l\Jr. Griffith nominated Joseph Williams. 
Mr. Stephenson nominatod Stephen Whicher. 
The vote being taken, resulted as Ifollows: 
For Jos.eph Williams thirty-nine votes. 
For Stephen Whichcr eighteen vo~es. 
Those who voted for Joseph Williams, were 
Messrs. Alcxantkr, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Be(h:, BOllh~m, ,..iii 

4 
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·Bradley, Cassady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, "Davison, Elmer, Es
py, Evans, Fear, Flint, Griffith, Gifford, Harrison, Harbour, 
Howel, Jacobs, Langton, McFarland, ~ahony, Morton, Penny, 
Read, Riggs, Roysto~, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Sprott, Walker, 
Weyand, Wood, and Mr. President. 

Those,-who voted for Stephen Whicher, were 
Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Good

.rell, Jay, McCrary, McManaman, Sanford, SpriJiger, Stephen
son, Timmons, Thompson, Wheeler, Williams, Woodworth and 
Wright • 

. A.nd it appearing -that Joseph Williams had reeeh-ed a majori
. it y of all the votes cast, 

The President declared that Joseph Williams was duly olect
led Chief Justice ot the Supreme Court of this State. 

Mr. McFarland nominated John F. Kinney an associate JU8-
. tiee of the supreme.{J(}urt of this State. 

Mr. McManaman nominated James B. Howell. 
Tl,le vote being taken, resulted as follows: 
For John F. Kinney, thirty-nine votes. 
For James 'B. Howel, eighteen votes. 
Those who voted for John F. Kinney, were 
Messrs. Alexander, Alger, Rabbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham, 

Bradley, 'Cassady, Collins, Cone, Crawford, Davison, Elmer, 
Espy, Evans, Fear, Flint, Gilford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour, 
Howel, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Morton,' PeDny, 
Read, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Sprott, Walker., 
Weyand, W oOd,and Mr .. President. 

1'hose who voted for James B. Howel, were 
·Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Burroughs, Cook, Good

rell, Jay, McCrary, McManaman,Sanf'oril, Springer, Stephen
son, Timmons, Thompson, ·Wheeler, Williams, Woodworth and 
Wright. 

And it appearing that John F. Kinney had received a major-
ity of all the votcs cast, . 

The President declared that J olm F. Kinney was duly elected 
an.hsociate J usticc of the supreme court of ~he State of Iowa. 

:\1r. Bradley-nominated Georgo Green, an Associate Ju.stice 
Qf the snpreme court of tht: ~tlltc of Iowa. 
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MI', Timmons nominated Timothy Duyis, 
The vote being taken, resulted as follow~: 
For George Green, thirty-.nine votes. 
For Timothy Davi~, eighteen votes. 
Those who voted for 'George Green, were 
Messrs. Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Beits, Bonham,. 

Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Corse, Davison, Elmer, Espy, Ev
ans,. Fear, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour, Howell, 
Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, MQrton, Penny,. Rcud, 
Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Sprott, Walker, W cy
and, Wood, and Mr. President. 

Those who. voted for Timothy Davis, were 
Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Browning, Cook, Goodrell, Jay,. 

McCrary, McManaman,. Sanford,. Springer, Stephenson, Tim
mons; Thompson, Wheeler, Williams, Woodltorth and Wright. 

And it appearing that George Green had received a majority 
of all the votes cast, 

The President declared that George Green was duly elected 
an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the State: of Iowa. 

The Senate then returned from the joint convention of the. 
two Houses of the Legislative Assembly. 

FRIDAY MORNING, DEcEMnt:K 8,1848.. ., 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Shields, on leave obtained, introduced, 
Joint Resolution relative to the standing committee on schools; 
Which was read a first and second time. 
Mr. Shields moved the suspension of the 13th rule, and 111:1t 

said joint resolution be read.a third time now. 
Mr. Sanford offered the following amendment: 
Stl'ike out the words, "and House of Representatives," alltl 

insert, "the House concurring," makin~ it as follows: 
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Resolved, by ihe Senate, the House cOlIcurring, that the t;"'~ 
standing committees on common schools, 'confer together, and 
submit a joint report 'and bill, for the organization of a common 

. school system. 
Which was adopted. 
Mr. Cassady moved to take from the table, 
Senate file, No.6, A bill for an act to increase the number of 

judicial districts. 
Wl,ich was, 

On his motion, 
Referred to a select committee of one from eacll judicial dis-

trict, composed of .. 
Messrs. Espy, Bradley, Wright, Cook and Cassady. 

On motion of)lfr. Bradley, 
A committee of three were appointed to prepare rules for the 

government of the Senate. / 
. Messrs. Bradley, Springer and Harbour, were appointed said 
cgmWttee. 

On lnotion of Mr. Harbour, 
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whore, for 

the consideration of the Governor's message, Mr. Jay in the 
chair, and 

After some time spent therein, the committee rose by their 
chairman, and reported the same back to the Senate without 
reference. 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, 
• Resolved, That the Secretary inform the House, that the Sen.-

. ate is now ready to meet the House of Representatives in the 
hall of the House, for the purpose of making out certificates 
ofthe election of U. S. Senators, and Judges of the Supreme 
Court. 

On motion of Mr. Es py, 
The report of the revising committee was ref~rred to the 

committee on the Judiciary. 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 

That portion of the Governor's message relating to the appor
tionment of the State into electoral districts, was referred to a 
sell!et committee of one from each"senatorial district, composed of 
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Messrs. Fear, Cook, Springer, Harbour, Sanford, Howel, 
Jay, Crawford, Cassady, Royston, Espy, Alger Blld Bradley. 

A committee composed of 
Messrs. Corse and Griffith, were announced, who inform,ed 

the President and members of the Senate, that the House wer~ 
ready to receive them in joint convention. 

The Senate then, preceded by its President, Secretaries and 
Sergeant-at-Arms, repaired to the hall of the House. . 

The Senate, having'taken the ~eats assigned to tJtem by the 
President of the convention, and the roll of the General Assem
bly haying been called by the Secretary of the convention, 

Messrs. Sanford and Springer were absent. 
On motion of Mr. Crawford, 

A further call of the roll was suspended. 
The President announced the purpose of the convention. 
Mr. Sanford appeared and took his aeat. 
After which the following certificates were signed by the

President, and attested by the letters of the convention. , 

Hall of the House of Representative8 of the State of IO'Wa, l 
December 8th, 1848. S 

This will certify, that at an election by the General Assem
bly of the State of Iowa, in joint com'ention, on Thurllday the 
seventh day of December, A. D., 1848, Augustus C. Dodge was 
duly elected a Senator to represent this State in the Senate of 
the United States. 

JOHN J. SELMAN, 
President of the Joint Convention. 

Attest: 
J. G. SHIELDS, l T Il 
W. C. READ, 5 e ers. 

Hall of the House of Representatives of the Slate of Io'U,'a, l 
December 8th, f848. S 

This will certify, that at an election by the General Assem
bly of the State of Iowa, in joint convention, on Thursday the 
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7th day of December, A. D., 1848, George W. Jones' was duty 
elected a Senator to. represent this State in the Senate of the 
United States. 

Attest: 

JOHN J. SELMAN, 
President of the Joint Convention. 

J. G. SHIELDS, r T II 
W. C. READ, 5 e er.s. 

Hall of tile Hoose of Representatives of the Stak of Iowa, l 
" December 8th, 1848. 5 

This will certify, that at an election by the General Assem
bly of the State of Iowa, in joint convention, on Thursday the 
7th day of December, A. D., 1848, Joseph Williams was duly 
elected Chief J usiice of the Supreme Court of this State. 

Attest~ 

JOHN J. SELMAN, 
President of the Joint Convention. 

J. G. SIIIELDS, l Tellers. 
W.C. READ, 5 

Hall of the House of Representatives of the Slate of Iowa, l 
December 8, 1848. 5 

This will certify, that at an election by the General Assembly 
or'the State of Iowa, in joint convention, on Thursday, the 7th 
day of December, A. D. 1848, John F. Kinney was duly elect
ed an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of this State. 

. JOHN J. SELMAN, 
President of the Joint Convention. 

Attest: 
J. G. SHIELDS, l T 11 
W. C. READ, 5 e ers. 
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Hall of Ihe HQUSe of Representatives of the State of Io'IL'a, ~ 
December 8, 1848. 5 

01 

. This will certify that at lin election by the General Assembly 
of the State of Iowa, in Joint Convention, on Thursday, the 
7th day of December, A. D. 1848, George Green was duly , 
elected an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court ,of this 
State. 

JOHN J. SELMAN, 
President of the Joint Convention. . 

Attest:· 
J. G. SHIELDS, ~ 
W. C. REED, 5 ~ellers. 

The business for which the oonvention met having been trans· 
acted, the Senate returned. 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, 
That portion of the Governor's :message, relating to teceipt. 

and disbursements, 
Was referred to the committee on Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
That portion of the Governor's message relating . to schools, 
Was referred to the committee on Schools; 
Also, 
That portion relating to the penitentiary, 
Was referred to the committee on Public Buildings. 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, 
That part relating to the militia, 
W as referred to the committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
That portion relating to rail'r~s:and the improvement of the 

Des Moines, . 
Was referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

On motion of Mr. Shidds, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing
well, chief clerk: 
.Mr. Preaident-

I am instructed to inform the Senate that tlle House of Rep
resentatives have passed, 

H. R. file, No.4, An act authorizing William S. Townsend 
to keep a ferry across· the Missouri river, at Trader's Point • 
. Also, 

H. R. file, No.6, A bill for an act to incorporate the city 
of Keokuk. 

In all of ~hich the concurrerice of the Senate is requested. 
And, also, that the House have ordered 1,000 copies of the 

report of the Board of Public Works to be printed, for the use 
of the General Assembly. 

Mr. Harbour, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No.8, A bill for an act to repeal an act entitled 

an act supplemental to an act establishing a Board of Public 
Works, and providing for the improvement of the Des ~oines 
river, approved February 5th, 1848. 

Which was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

Referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 
Mr. Wright, on leave ohtained, introduced 
Senate file, No.9, Joint Resolution, asking an appropriation 

to build a bridge across the Des 'Moines river, on the military 
road, . 

Which was read a first and second time, and, 
On his motion, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a 
tllird time, passed, and title agreed to. 

H. R. file, No.6, A bill to incorporate the cily of Keokuk, 
Was rea:! a fint and &econd lime, and, 
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On motion of I\lr. S,prott, 
Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Espy, Sprott, and Fear were appointed said com

miltee. 
On motion of Mr. Sanford, 

Resolved,> That the Secretary be requested to furnish each 
member of the Senate with a copy of the acts, resolutions, '8.Jld 
memorials of the first session gf the General Assembly, and 
also a copy of' the Journal of tlle extra session of the fint Gen
eral Assembly. 

H. R. file, No. 4, A bill for an act ·authorizing WillialJ!..8. 
Townsend to keep a ferry across the Missouri river, at Tra
der's Point, 

Was read a,first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Springer, 

Said bill was amended as follows ~ 
Insert SectioR 3; "This act may be altered or repealed at 

any time, by the Genel'al Assembly of this State." 
On motion {)f Mr. Harbour, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a tllird time, pass
ed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Browning, on leave obtained, iritr:oduced . 
Senate file, No. 10, A bill for aD act authorizing the sev.eral 

boarcls of colDIDissioners of the different counties in .this State, 
to buy and sell real est,ate, 

Which was read a Drst and second time, and, 
On his motion, 

Laid on the table. 
Mr. Espy offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That, the House concurring, R. W. Albright, Silas 

Height, and Thomas C. Young, be a committee to visit and ex
amine the penitentiary of this State, and make a report'of its 
situation, in all respects, to the General Assembly, at as early a 
day as possible. ' 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Laid on the table until to-morrow. 

011 motioll, , 
The Senate adjourned until 10 o'e!o('k. to-morrow morning. 

, 5 
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SATURDAY MORNING, DECEM~rR 9, 1818. 
I 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Selman, (Mr. Browning having been called to the chair,) 

,-presented a petition from John J. Shiller, and 50 other'citizens 
of the State of Iowa, praying for a State road from Eddyville, 

-,in Wapello .oou.nty,to Bloomield,in Davis county, 
Which was, 

On his 1J)0tion, 
Referred to the commlttee on Roads • 

. Mr. Royston offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be' requested 

. to inquire·into the propriety of vacating Monroe City, refunding 

. the money obtained from, and cancelling the >obligatioDs giveJl 
by purchasers of lots in said city, and that the' commioUee report 

'-by bill, {)F otherwise. 
On motion of Mr. Sanford, 

Laid·on the ,table, subject to·the order of tlle Senat-e • 
... Mr. Crawf&rd, from the select committee, to whom was're

ferred the petition of T. S. Wilson and others, relative tG the 
bridges 011 the military road, introduced 

Senate file, No. 11, A bill for an act making an appropriatioD 
to cover) and {)therwise repair, certain bridges therein named, 

Which was read a ·first and second time, and, 
On hi~ motion, 

Referred -to the committee on Public Buildings. 
Mr. Espy, from the-seleot committee:to whom wa;s re~ed 

• H. R. file, No.6, A bill fOl' 'an act 1:0 incorparatc the city' of 
KeGkuk, 

Reported the same back, !lnd recommended its passage with-
out amendment. " 

Mr. Espy, from the eOlllmittee on Eg,roUed Bills, reported 
thut they had examined 

::>enale iile, No.2, J oint resolution, requcsting our Scnatou 
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altd RepreseMatives in CongresS', to procure an appr()priation to 
defray the eJlipenses of running the Borth and wester.n bounda
ries of the State of Iowa, and fOWld the same correctly enrolled. 

Mr •. Espy, from the select committee to whom was referred, 
Senate file, No. 6, A bill for an act to increase the number of 

judicIal districts, 
Reported the same back, and recommended its passage. 
Mr. Bradley moved to lay- said bill on the table, until Thurs-

day next, and that the usual number of copies be pr;nted. " 
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were· 

as follows: . 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger,'Bradlcy, Crawford, Fear, Harbour, 

Jay, Royston, Shields, Springer, and Wheeler-IO. . 
Nays-Messrs. Browning, Cassady, Cook. Espy, Howel, 

Sanfor.d, Wright, .and Mr. President~8. , 
So said motion was adopted. 
Mr •. Shields, with leave, introduced 
Senat~ file, No; 12, Joint Resolution to accept' a )'eConpoieance, 

and preliminary survey, of the Dubuque and .K6Qkuk railroad. 
On motion of Mr. Shields. 

The. 13th rule was suspended, 'said joint resoh!.tibJi re6d a 
third time, passed, and title agreed to. 

Message from tlie House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefting
, well, chief clerk •. 

Nr. President-, 
I herewith return 
Senate rue, No. 2, Joint Resolution requesting.. our SeAMOn 

in Congress, to procure an appropriation, to defray the expense 
of running the. north-wester,. boundary of the State of Iowa, 
. The lame ha1!ing received the signature o( the House of Rep

reaentatives. 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 

H. R. file, No.6, A bill for an net to incorporate. the city oC, 
Keokuk, 

Was read a first and lecond:time, and, 
On his motion, 

The 13th rule was suspended, saill bill fElatl .a third time,. 
paued,. and title agJleed to. 
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Mr. Espy's resolution relative fD the appointment af a com
mittee to visit the penitentiary, being the special order, 

Was taken from the table, and t 

On motion of MT. Cook, 
Referred to the committee on Public Buildings. 

On motion, 
The-Senate· adjourned till Monday morning, 10 o'clock P. M. 

MONDAY MORNI'NG, DECEl\IBEB 11, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
~r. Crawford presented a petition from Wm. Philips ~d 

forty-nine other' citizens of the State .of Iowa; praying for a state 
}:ooo from Iowa City to Elkador., in. Clayton county-wllich 
was, 

On his motionj 
Referred to t~e committee on Roads... , 
MT. Shieldli.presented a petition from J. P. Stoughton-, and 

forty other citizens of Buchanan and Delaware countieS, pray- ,.. 
ing for a state road from Delhi, in Delaware county, to Indepen
dence, county seat of Buchanan county. 

On his motioIl', 
Referred to the committee on Roads. 
Mr. Shields presented a: petition from Hugh Bowen, awchixty

nine other citizens of DUbuque and Jones counties, asking. for 
an appropriation to cover the bridges. crossing the North ,and 
South branches of'. the Maquoketa river, and the Wapsipini
con river. 

On his motion, 
Referred to the committee on Public Buildings. 
Mr. Espy offered the following resolution: _ 
Resolved, rhat the committee on Publie Buildings, to whom 

was referred the resolution to appoint a committee to exam-
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it t1- P ni' n~r~~ b ren\lt'sterl to report 'It 20'eloclt, p. M. 
d's ilay 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, 
Latd on the tao Ie. 
Mr. LSP} oft re tt f<. •• o inb re 01 io 
R ol .1, rt -Ie }o er or be re ue ec' to fu ni '0, • e 

S na it! a P: of th J r -1 f he "'lr ee.1in~ ~ t1.e 
(y--u 'tt a-po te.1 t 'lr ught, revise and prepare a colle of 
laws' and also a copv of the Jules and regulatIons adopted' by 
said committee, or a majority of them, lor the governmeut of 
their dehoeraHons. 

Tl.e ques on..)e g po 'tl. a_oF on of Ie es lu '" 
Jt a 1e de i il: n.;a' e 
TI F es' ',e I 'd' ef e '-,e 'e te th r "')0 of th "tft'e 

T ea r , lat" ve to t~e continD'ent exnenses of 184i!. [See 
P 'lpendix. J 

On motion of Mr. Shlelds, 
Referred to tne committee on claims. 
The fresluen lald Lefor t .. e ~en e .le nn a1 el- rt f Le 

S pe n nc. nt f _ uL c ns u 0 :Se l.1p d'.J 
In 10 n f - Ir llr dl -', 

O'er 1, 'rh s 'd ep rt he t id n tlte t'ib1e, and 1(}OQ co
p' S h r int d for the use of the Senate, 

On motion of Mr • .Brownmg, 
Senate file, l~'Oo' 10, A oil I for an ae 

011 Commissioners 0. t!. ve • .ill 0 ti 
a d 11 ea. es __ te, 

au donsin~ t .. e 1..Ia ... s 
i tt s [tat,! b y 

W s -,e f m he abo a- 1 ar' a·.ers ti e, nd 
'1n 0 'on f"lll£r So k, 

R rer d to the committee on the Judiciarv, with instructions 
to adit a section leplizing the acts or Boaras 01 County Cow.
mlssloners heretofore made. 

0n mobon of .L.lr . .Br dl f, 

Tt v te ...lk n _.e cas g of 
If R. II !'. f ) br' fat in or- r e l.e 'ty f 

I' oJ k w r 0 id re.1 
I)n "loti n of Mr. !';a~rorit, 

Ordered, That 1000 caples of the report of tne hoara 01 P"o-
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lie Works for the improvement of the Des Moines river, be 
printed; 700 for the use of the Senate, and 300 for the· use of 
the Board-; [See Appendix.] 

Mr: Wright, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No.7, A bill f~r an act to establish an additional 

elfJ:ij~nprecinct in VanBuren township, in the county of Van 
Bur~, IoW'a. . 

On hili motion, 
. ,n~fe~ed to the ,delegation from Van Buren county. 
l\!f,.. Springer, with.leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to.Congre~s for an a.ppropria

tion of ltmd, to improve the navigation of the Iowa river, 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

, :, OQ his lnotion~ 
OrdeJ)ed to be engrosaed and! read a third time to-morrow • 

. On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

TWO O'~LOCK:, P.' M . 

. • The Presidlmt laid before the Senate the annual report of the 
Lessee of the Penitentiary. 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, 
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of Ilhe whole, Mr. 

Cook in the chair. and 
.After' some time spent therein, the committee rose, and by 

their chairman reported the same back, with sundry amend-· 
ments. 

On motion of Mr. Springer, 
Said report was referred to the committee on Public Build

ings. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefting

will), chief clerk. 
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.AIr. Pres'iiltnt- , 
I am directed to .inform the Senate, that the Ho-.se of Re~ 

resentatives have passed 
H. R. file, No. 10, A bill for an act to amend an act enti

tled " An act for laying out certain roads therein named," ap
proved Feb. 18th, 1848, in which theconculTence of the Senate 
is requested. . Also, 

Senate resolution for the ecmferenee of the standing commit
tees on schools, for the purpose of reporting a bill for a perma
nent school system. 

Also, that the House has p:;,ssed Senate file, No.9, Joint 
Resolution, asking an appropriation for the purpose of building 
a bridge across thc Des Moins river, at the crossing of the mili- • 
tary road. 

I herewith return to the Senate, 
H. R. file, No.6, A bill for an act to incorporate the city 

of Keokuk. 
I herewith present for your signature, 
H. R. file, No.4, A bill for an act autho.rizing William S. 

Townsend to kecp a ferry across the Missouri river, at Tra
der's Point; 

The same having passed both Houses of the General Assem
bly, and received the signature. of the S peakcr of the House of 
Representatives. 

The President laid before the Senate the communication of 
John Brophy, in relation to the selection of saline springs. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Referred to the committce onClaims. 
Mr. Bradley presented a bill for scrvices. as attorney, by 

Curtis Bates, Esq., which was, 
On his ' motion, 

Referred to the committee on Claims. 
The Senate, on motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Resolved itself into a committee of the wh~l", for the consid

eratiollof 
H. R. file, No; 6, A bill for an act to incorporate the city of 

Keokuk, Mr. Bradley in the chair, and 
_\f'tcr some time spent thc~cin, 
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The committee rose, and by their chairman reported the sal'l'le 
back, with the following amencimeDt, viz : 

. That. section 35th, be so amended as to read, "This act to tak., 
effect. and be in force from and after its passag~." 
~he question being on concurring in the report of the COIll

mittee, was decided in the affirmative. 
Said bill was read a second time, and, 

.on motion of Mr. Cook, 
The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third .time. 
The question being upon the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nay s were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cook"Espy, Fear, 

Harbour, Jay, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, and 
Mr. President-14. 

Nays-tMessrs. Cassady, Howel, and Wright-3. 
H. R. file, No. 10, A bill for an act to amend an aot entitled 

an ac( for laying out and .establillhing certain road. therein 
name~ appr-oved February 18, 1848, I 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr~ ~ook, 

Referred to the committee on Roads • 
• Mr. Browning, with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 14, A bill fo; an act to amend an act entitled 

an act: supplemental and amendatory to an act establishing com
mOllllchools, approved January 16, 1840. 

lVhich was read a first and second time, and, 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on Schools. 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

.. Tpe Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning • 

• 
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Tl:ESDAY MORNING, DECEM BEll 12, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant-,to adjournment. 
Mr. Crawford presented the petition ,of John W. Clark~ and 

fifty-four other dlizens of this State, praying for 3' State road 
from Delhi, ill Delaware county, to. Q~quetoD) in Buchanall 
county. 

Which was, 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

Referred to the committee on Roads. 
Mr. Crawford also presented a petition from John W. Clark} 

and fifty others, praying for a State road from Cascade, in Du
buque county, to Delhi, in Delaware county, which was, 

On his motion, . ~ 
Referred to the committee on Roads . 
Mr. Browning offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the message of the Governor, with the accom

panying report of the lessee of the penitentiary, be published 
by one insertion in the Iowa Capital Reporter, and Iowa Repub
lican, published ill Iowa City. 

The question being on the adoption of said resolution, 
, vVas decided in the negati \'c. 
Mr. Bradley offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That John G. Nichols & Co. be employed to print 

four hundred anel eighty copies of the journals of the Senate, 
of the present ses~ion, at the price s allowed by law. 

Mr. Crawford moved to lay said resolution on the table. 
Agreed to. • 
The question then heing upon the adoption of the resolution, 
It was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. vVright, from the select committee to whom was referred 
Senate file, No.7, A bill for an act to establish an additional 

election precinct ill Vall Bureil township, in Van Buren county, 
Iowa. 

u 
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_ Rcportcd the same back, and recommended its passage. 
The questioll then being upon concurring in the report of the 

committec, 
It was decided in the affirmative. 
'rite question-was then plit, 
" Shall the bill pass ?" 
And was decided in the affirmative, and title agreed to. 
1\-Ir. Bradley, fram the committee'ou'the Judiciary, to whom 

was-refcrred -
-The report of'HIe' committee appointed -to tlraft, revise, lind 

"prepare ,a code of laws, made the following 

REPORT~ 

'The committee on the "Judiciary, to-whom was referred the 
report of the committee ,appointed by an act'of 'the Legislatur8 
oT' the State of Iowa, of Janullry the 25th, 1848, "to draft, re
vise and prepare a code of laws fOT' this State," respectfully 

-submit the following report, viz: -
The subject involves much that is -of "ital-interest 10 the cit

izens of the State. The revising committee-have been appoin~d 
for the discharge tlf a duty, the full and faithful performance of 
,thich, necessarily required of those elrtrusted with it, dili

: gence, pati~nce, persevel'ance, and higH legal attainment . .....:... 
We deem it just to &l1y of -the persons composing the committe~ 

'of revision, that they'have UlIl'-highest confidence in their abil
·ty a~d desi1'e to reflect honor upon themselves II1ld 'confer endll
r.ing benefit upon the State, by performing the high duty assigned 
them, in the best manner possible, and 'with all proper dispatch. 
To them, and the Legislature of our young,' fettil1l; and fair 
State does our rapidly increasing population, with intense inter
est, look with hopc and confidence .for the establishment, main
taiilllce and permanency of civil prosperity and security, by 
the preparation and enactment of truch a code of laws as will 
be in accordance with the "pilit 01 the day in which we Ii-re, 
alid lay a safe and firm foundation for ,lIe future. W c feel as
snred that the bonorablc committc:e, whosc report we have care
fully examined 'and cons·idercd, entertain an enlightened "iew of 

""'- its pusition in the relation it slistains to the State; and that tlle 
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. personi cemposiftg itt feel, themselna actuated by a sincere de
sire to perform the task entrusted to them, as well and speedily 
as its importance will allow. To collect the material necessary 
for such a work, requires great labor and mach research, direct
ed by. an.enlightened judgment, a~d expe~ience. To wljl15t and 
barmoniously arrange the matter colle~ted, into a perfect ,Sy8t~, 
is the work of a muter. statesmall and jurist, posscssed of lights 
both old.~d new. To. urgc balty action,on t.l}e coJllJaitttee, 01· 

call for· the work. already done in an unfinished condition, in Of

dcr to complete it by, the ordinary prooess in legislation, would 
only thwart the Legislature in the ac.omplislunent of the design 
which induced th.e. appointment of the committee of. revision. 
By granting further and full time to the committee to finish their 
work, no additional expense will be,incurred by·the State. 
• It is therefore the opinion of this committee, that the Commit
tee of R~visioD, .on the cl"imiu.al and ciyil code, have further time 
to report. 

In accordanoe ""ith the views. ab.o:vo exp~essed. and to carry 
out the purpose by the proper acts ofleg~slation, .thi5 committfe 
respectfully recommend the' pasaag.o of the. following re~olu

tions, viz·; 
lst. Ruolvedj by the General.ll88emLlJ'fJf tAe State of low,. 

That when this legislative assembly adjourn, it will adjourn b"Ule 

die. 
2tl. ResolVeJ, That the committee appointed. by the last Leg

islative Assembly to draft, revise and prepare a eode of ).aws 
for the State of Iowa, have further time to report, ,and that they· 
are hereby requested to notify\ the Governol· .of t4i8 State of 
their preparation anel readiness to report as soon as practioable, 
and that as soon thereafter, as may be convenient, he be .reque$t
ed to convene the, General Assembly, in· order to receiYe and 
aet upon the cade then r.eported by the Commission~rs. 

The question being upon c.Dncurring. in, the rep-ort, ~f the 
committee, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 
On JIlation of Mr. Sanford. ' , 

. Ordered, that 500 copies of the report· of sp-id com~iU~e·be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 

Digitized by Google 

, 



/ . 

,44 JOURNAL OF 

. Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution accompanying said re
port, 

Was read a first-and second time,and," 
On motion of Mr. Browning, ' . 

. The 18th l'U~ wall suspended, said jointresolulion read a third 
time, passed, and title agreed to'. 

Mr. Espy, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senare file, No. 15, A bill for an act es-tablishingjf ferry 

across the Des Moines river, at Boatman's mill, • 
. Which was read a first and secoild time, and, . 

On motion of Mr. Bradley,-
Refened to the committee 011 Cerperations. 
Mr. Samord introduced 
Senate file, No. 17, A bill for an act relative to the peniteft-

uary. . • 
Said bill was read a first and seeond time; and, 

On mo~en of Mr. Harbour, 
.' Referred to the cemmittee on 'Public Buildings, with instruc-
. lions to report to-morrow. . . .' -

Mr. Reyston; with leave, intrOduced 
Senate file, NO'. 18, Joint Resolution for a construction of the 

. law granting lands for tne improvement gf the Des Moines 
river, 

Which was read a first and second time, and .'" 
Mr. Sanford moved to amend, by striking Qut the word, "~ov

emor,"and insert the words "Secretary of State." 
Agreed tS' • 
. On motion of Mr. Wright; 

, The 18th rule was suspended, said joint resol12tion rea'd' :a 

'third time, paned, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Jay offered the following resolution: 
Resolved,The Heuse concurring, that the GClleral Assembly 

adjourn sine die on'the 21 st inst. 
On motion of Mr. Sanford, 

Laid on the table. 
Mr. Wright presented the cl~m of the estate of Satimel C. 

Reed, for supplies furnished, per QrdE:r of the Marsh~.ll of the 
Territory of Iowa. 
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On moti01\' of Mr. Wright, 
Referred to the committee on Claims. 
Mr. Espy, with leave, introduced 
Senate filf':, No. 1'9, Joint Resolution for an approptillt.i.on to. 

improve the Des Moines ~nd' Rock river rapids in the Missis- • 
sippi river. 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, " 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary, with instructions 

to -draft a mtlbdriirl. 
On motion of Ml'.ltoyston, 

The resolution requesting the committee on the J ud.iciary to 
imtuire' into the propriety of vaoating 'Monroe City, '&c., 

Was taken from ,the table, and, 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 

Said resolution was adopted. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

", TWO O'CLOCK, .P~ ~. 

Mr. Cook, moved that'the vote had upon the passage'of 
Senate file, No. 16; Jbhlt Resol;ution accompanying the re· 

port of the committee on the Judiciary, 
, To whom was referred'the report of the committee appoihted 

to draft, revise, and prepare a code of laws, be reconsidered. ' 
Upon this question, ' ',", . 'I ',' 

The yeas and nay. were reql1ested, arid being ordered; '~ere 
as follows : ' , 

Yea:s-M~ssrs.Alger, :Bradley, Browning, Cassady," Cbok, 
Espy, Fear, Harbour, Howel, Jay, Shields, Springer; Sprott, 
Wheeler, Wri~ht, and Mr. Preside~t-.:...16,', ' 

Nays---'Messrs. Crawford and Sanford..-2 •. 
So said question was decided in the affirmative. 
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Message from the House of Representatives, hr· lb. Leffing
well, chief clerk. 
Mi. Pr.esident-
, I am directed, by the House of R"preseatatives, to inform the 
Senate, that the House has passed 

H. R. file, Nfl. 23, A bill for an act to amend the charter of 
the city#~f Burlington • 

. Alsot 

H. R. file, No. 15, Joint Resolution aBkinlta donation of 
land for the improvement of the MQsoatine lsllUld. 

Also, ' 
H. R .. 1ile, N 0 •. 18,. Joint Resolution requesting our SenatGliS 

aJld Representatives in Congress, to prooure ~n.appropriation to 
pay the citizens of Iowa, for services rJlndered in the l~Hssouri 
war. 

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully 
asled'. 

I herewith present for your signature, 
H. R. file, No. 6,An act to incorporate the city of Keokuk, 
The same having passed both houses of the General Assem- . 

bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives. 

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom 
was referred 
Sena~ file, No: 15, A bill for an act creating a ferry across 

the Des Moines river ~ Boatnw-n's mill,. , : , . I 
. Reportlffl the ~ame back, ~ith. the follo\'\;ing ~nt: 

Strike out "two," in sect~on 2d,'a~djnsert "one," " '.' 
ll;he que.tiQp...being uppn coDCLlrringill. the. re.Jlo~~ qG,·tbe 

committe,~, , 
Was decided in the affirmative. . ":' ::: i 

31 Mr. C'ook mewed toJay sl1:idl;l41 andrepoft o.nth.e,~~~.,· 
Upon this question, '\ 
l'~e yeas and nays beag requCJIted, l~ere ordered, ~nd "ere 

~fQUows: ,. 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, COC)f, Rubonr, 

Jay, Royston, Springer, ':Vheeler, Wrjght,,~nd Mr. President 
-11. 
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Nays-M'Cssrs. Cassady, Cl1aWfard, Espy, Fear, 'Howel, 
Sanford, Shields, and Sprott--8. 

So it was decided to lay OD the table. 
.. Senate file, No. 18, Memorial toCoJJgreaa for am appr9priation 

to'improve the Iowa river, 
Being in order, 
Was read a third tiJDe, paS8ed, aDd title Bgreeti to. • 
Senate file, No.6, A bill fOl".an act to.incll~se the number of 

, judicial districts, 
Being the special order, 
Was taken from the table, and read a second time. 
Mr. Springer moved to refec,said.bill to thecOlmnitiee.()n:the 

Judiciary. 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being Ol'dered, ~re 

as follows: , .• 
Y eas-Met !IJ'8.Bracll~y" Cook, .. <Jrawford, Espy ,Harbour, 

Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, and Mr. Pr.eside-nt ...... l@ • 
. Nays-Messrs •. Alger, Browning, Cassady; Feat, Howel, 

Jay, Royston, Sanford, and Wright-9. 
Mr. Algermoyed that the resolution offered by MI!. Bradltly, 

omploying Nichols &. Co. to print 480,eopies of-the jou;na!a' of 
the Senate, at its present session, be recinded. 

Upon this question, the yeas and nays werereques.ted, and 
being ordered, were as follqwa: . . , 

Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawfotd, Espy, Fear:, Har
bour, Howel, Royston, ~hlelds, and Mr. President.-.10 •.... 

Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Browning, .Cook •. Jay,Sauford, 
Springer, Sprott, Wheeler" and W right--J.9. " , 

So said reIWhition was· recinded. ' . 
H. R. file, No 15, ':Toint Resolution asking an appropriaiioa 

ef land to improve the MU5catiae Island, 
Was read a ·fir-st andseeond time,· and, .' , I 

On. motion of Mr. Alger, '" 
Ordered to a third reading to-morr.ow. . 
H. R. file, No. IS,. Joint Bmol.u.tion requesting our SeoalDrs 

and Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriaLton ,to 
pay the cit.izens ofIowa, for services rendered .in the Missouri 
war, 

,\ 
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Was read a first and "':'Iood., time, -and. 
JOn motion of Mr. Browning, 

Ordered to a third reading to-morr()w. 

/' 

Message from the House 4>f Representatives, "by Mr. Leliing
well, chief clerk. 
",1fr. Presidert:t-

I helewith r.turn to the Bel1ate, Senate me No. I6,Joint Res
olution,. accompan~the report of the committee ,Of revision 
of the Laws. 

H. R. file, No. 23, A bill f()r an lfoCt to amend the chartet of 
1he city of Burlington, 

Was read a first and secowitime, and 
On motion of Mr. Browning, 

,Referred to the delegation from Des l\{-oiDes county. 
Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution, accompanying the re

port of the ~mmittee on the J udici~y, to whom was referred 
the report of the commitee of Revision, being 'in orcin, 

Mr. Cook' ~O'V.ed. to refer- said joint reaolution· 18 a select 
committee. 

DiAgreed to. ' . 
Mr. Ooekmoved to lay said joint rClOltwon on the table till 

to-morrow .morning.; , : 
- Diaagt'eed to. 

Mr. Springer moved to lay said.joint resolutio. OD the table 
till to-mol'l'ow aftemoon. 

Disagreed to., 
On ~on 9t\1\I1. Browning, 

T~e Senate resolved itaelf into a committee of the ",hole, fqr 
the consideration of said joint resolution, Mr. Browning in" the 
ehair, and 

After some time spent therein, '. 
The committee rose, and by their chairbmn reJlOtted the same 

back without amendment thereto, and asked the CODCUl'rence of 
the Senl1:te therein. 

The question, being upon concurring in the report of the COM

mittee, 
Was decided in the affirmative. 
)lr. Cook moved to ameud said juint resulution, by striking 
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,oUt the words, '~ine dtU," and insert the words "Olt the lst 
Monday in November ooxt.," . 

Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, anl being 
. ordered, were as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Cook, Springcr, and Mr. President-3. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cassady, 'Craw-. 

ford, Espy, Fear, Harbour, Howel, Jay,' Royston, Sanford, 
Shields, Sprott, Wheeler and Wright-16 •. 

So· said a1l'!endment was disagreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

Said joint resotution was 'ordered to a third reading to-mot
lOW. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock. A. M., to-morrow. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, DECE:\In:tR 13, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjbur.nment. 
Mr. Browning, from the select committee to whom was re-

ferred, I 

H. R. file, No. 25, A bill for an act to amend the charter of 
the city of Burlington, 

Reported the same back with an additional section. 
The question being upon concurring in the report of the COlXl

mittee, 
Was decided in the affirmative, and, 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
Ordered to be read a third time to-morrow. 
Mr. Cassady, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 

was referred ' • 
Senate file, No.6, A bill for an act to increase tIle number of 

judicial districts, 
Reported the same back, with the following amendment. 

7 
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Strik~ out, in lection 5, the words, "which is, or shall be 
attac~ed to any of them, for judicial purposes," and insert the 
words "lying West." . . 

The question being on concu.rring in the report 'Of ·the com
mittee, 

It was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Harbour mo",:ed to amend said bill, by Btriking out the 

"Words, "and all the territory lying west." 
Message from the House of Representatives, b}' Mr. L~ffing

well, chief ·clerk : 
:Jtfr. ,PresidenJ-

I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 18, Memorial and joint resolution to CongreSI, 

'asking f-or their ·cctnstruction of the.act appropriating lands for 
-the improvement of the Des Moines river, 

. The same having passed the House of Representatives. 
I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House ·of Repre

'sentatives has passed 
H. R. file, No.7, A bill for an act authorizing John A. Mc

Farland, his heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry 
acroSS the Mississippi river, at the town of Montrose, in the 
county of Lee, and State of Iowa. 

Also, • 
H. R. file, No. 16, A bill for an act· authorizing the county 

commissioners to build a court house on the public square, in 
the town of Fairfield, in J eft"erson county. . 

Also, 
1L R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act authorizing George Keil 

to keep a wharf boat at Fort Madison. 
In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested •. 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'dock, p .. M. 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. IVI. .\ 

Menage from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lef
fingwell, chief clerk : .. 
.Mr. President-. 

I herewith return' 
Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congress, for an appropria

tion of lands to improve the navigation of the Iowa.ril·er. 
Also, 
Senate file, No 7, A bill for an 1I.ct to establish an additional>' 

election precinct in Van Buren township, in the county of Van 
Buren, Iowa. 

I am directed to inform tbe Senate that-t~e House of Repre-. 
sentatives has passed 

H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to preserve the purity of 
elections. 

In which, the concurrence of the . Senate is respectfully re
quested. 
, The question being upon the amendment proposed by M~. 

Harbour to 
Senate file, No.6, A bill for an act to increase the n~mber·o£, 

judicial districts, 
A call Of the Senate was had, when it appeared that Mr .. San~ 

ford was·absent. 
Mr. Sanford appearing, the ftirthercall was suspended, .. and 
.The yeas and nays were requested, aud being ordered, were 

as follows.: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady,. Crawford, Espy,. Ftl&1', Harbour,. 

Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President-9. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cook, Jay, San

ford, SpringerrSprott, Wheeler, and Whight-l0. 
Mr. Bradley moved to amend said bill, by IItriking out "Mus

catine" ffOlD the fourth judicial di~trict, and adding it to the 
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second, and striking out "Poweshiek and 'fama" from the 5th 
judicial district, and adding it to the 4th. 

Disagreed to. 
Mr. Bradley moved to strike out "Cedar" from the fo.urth 

judicial'district, and add it to the second. 
Upon tllis question the yeas-and nays being requested, were 

ordered, and were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, Harb'lUr, Howel, Whee

ler and Mr. President-6. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Browning, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Fear, 

. Royston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott, and Wright-I2. 
So said motioll was. disagreed tao 
Mr. HaabQur moved to. strike out the word "PoweshKlk" 

from the 5th judicial district, and add it the 8d •. ' 
Disagteed to. 
Mr. Springer moved to amend said bm, by adding to. the 5th . 

judicial district, "the county of Pottawatamie." 
Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, and being 01"

dered, wer.e as follows: 
Yeas.!....Messrs. Browning, Cook, Jay, Sanford, Springer, 

Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright-So 
Nays-Mcssrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, 'Espy, Fear, Har

bour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President.-Il. 
So said amendment was disagreed to .. 
Mr. Sanford moved that said bill be engrossed and read a 

third time to-morro,,, • 
. Upon this question the yeas and nays being requested, were 

ordered, and were as follows ~ . • 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Jay, Sprott, and 

Wright-7. . 
Nays-Messrs. Browning, Crawford; Fear, Harbour. How· 

el, Royston, Shields, Springer, Wheeler,an!l Mr. President-II. 
So said moti6l'l. was disagree<l to. 
Messrs. CQok and Wright,from the minority of the commit

tee on Corporations, to ",hom was referred 
Senate file, No. 15, A btU for an act to establish a ferry 

aeros's the Des Moines river, at Boatman's mill, 
,F:ubmitted the following 
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REPORT: 

The undersigned, members of the committee' on·. h:u:orpora.. 
tions, to whom was referred "An act to establish a ferry at 
Boatman'" Mill, on the Des Moines' river, in Lee county.," 
would respectfully report-That the committce, having had the 
said act under consideration, and a majority of said commitf.ce 
having made one amendment and reported the bill back, with a 
recommendation that it pass; and as the minority of tlIat aom
mittee deem it entirely unnecessary to legislate upon· the sub
ject. they ask to suLmit the following foots as the basis of their 
conclusion: 

The Legislature of the late Territory ofIowa, passed "An aat 
to regulate Ferries," which was approvcd the 16th of February, 
] 843, and is now in force. It will bc seen by rcference to this 
law, that the Legislature not only intended to protect the citi
zens from imposition, by exclusive privileges, but also, to make 
it a source of revenue to the various counties through which 
navigable streams pass. Your committee deem it unjust, then, 
that the Legislature should grant an exclusive privilege to one 
man, while others arc compelled to pay for that privilege. 

Your committee, thereforc, recommend an indcfinite post
ponement of said bill. 

Respectfully submitted, 

.on motion of Mr. Sprott, 
Said report was laid on the table. 

G. C. WRIGHT, 
JOfI~ P. COOK. 

Mr. Harbour gave notice, that on to-morrow, or some sub
sequent day, he would ask leave to introduce a bill, to define 
the boundaries of the first congressional district. 

Mr. Howel, from the committee on Roads, to whom was re
ferred the petition of John W. Clark and others, asking for a 
State road from Delhi, in Delaware county, to Independence, in 
Buchanan eounty, reported 

Senate file, No. 20, A bill for an act to establish a State road 
from Delhi, in Delaware county, to independence, in Buchan!ln 
COHnty, 
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Which was read a second time, and , 

On motion of'Mr. Shieldll, 
Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time t.o-morrow. 
Senate file, No. 16, Joint Resolution accompanying the report 

of'the committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the 
report of the revising co~mittee, coming up in order, 

Mr. Espy moved to refer said joint resolution to a committee 
of five, 
, Upun which the yeas and' nays wete requested, and being 

ordered, were y follows: _ 
Yeas_Messrs. Alger, Cook, Eapy, Harbour, Shields, Spring

er, and Mr _ President-7. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Crawford, 

Fear, Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Sprott, Wheeler and 
Wright--IO. 

So said motion was disagreed to. • 
The question being upon the passage of said joint resolution. 
By the con&ent ot the Senate, a division of the question was. 

had. -
The question then being upon the· paBlage of the first seetion. 

of said joint resolution, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Melsrs~ Alger, Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Craw

ford, Espy, Fear, Harbour, Howel, Jay; Royston, Sanford, 
Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright and Mr. President 
-18. 

Nays-Mr. Cook-I. 
The question then being taken upon the passage of the 2nd 

section of said joint resolution, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were

as follows: 
Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, ·Crawford, Fear, How-

el, Jay, Ro~ton. Sanford, Shields, Sprott and Wheeler-12. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Cook. Espy, Harbour, Wright and. 

Mr. President-6. 
- So said joint resolution was passed. 
'Mr. Cook moved to amend the title of said joint resolutiQnr 
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by striking out all after the word "resolution," and inserting the ' 
words "an excuse for calling an extra session of the General 
Assembly," I ' 

Upon which the yeas and nays were requested, and being 
. ordered, were as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Cook and Mr. President-2. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning'- Cassady, Espy, 

Fear, Harbour, Howel,Jay, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, 
Wheeler and Wright-16. 

So said amendment was disagreed to, and 
The question being upon agreeing to the title of said joint 

resolution, was decided in the affirmative • 
. H. R. rue, No. 15, Joint Resolution, asking a grant of hmd 

for the improvement of the MUlleatine Island, being in order, 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 18, Joint Resolution, requesting our Senators 

and Representatives in Congress, to 'procure an appropriation to 
pay the citizens of Iowa, for services rendered in the Missouri 
war, being in order, 

Was read a tllird time, passed, and title agreed to • 
. H. R. file, No.7, A bill to authorize J. H. McFarland, his 
heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry across the Mis
sissippi river, at the town of Montrose, in the county of Lee and 
State of Iowa, . 

'Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Sprottt, 

Referred to ilie committee 011 Incorporations. 
H. R. file, No. 16, A bill for an act authorizing ilie Board ~ 

commissioners to build a COurt.-hollse on ilie publiQ square, in 
the town of Fairfield, in Jefferson oounty, or elsewhere, 

lVas read a first and second time, and • 
On motion of Mr. Browning, 

Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the 
special order for to-morrow. 

H. R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act to autherize Geo. Keil to 
keep a wharf boat at Fort Madison, 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 
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Referred to a committee of three, and 
. Messrs. Espy, Sprott and CrawiOl'd, were appointed saidcom~ 

mittee. 
H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to preserve the 'purity of 

elections, 
Was read"a first and second time, and 

On motion ·of Mr. Browning, 
Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the 

special order of the day for Friday next. 
Mr. Cook presented the petition of Isaac Lichtbarger and 90 

other citizens of the State of Iowa; asking for a State road from 
Cedar Rapids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa county. 

On his motion, " 
Referred to the committee on Roads. 

On motion. 
The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock,A. M., to-morrow. 

THURSDAY MORNI~G, DECE;lfBER 14, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Springer presented the petition of Frederick Schwabe 

and 120 othcrs, citizens of the State of Iowa, praying that the 
General Assembly of this State should specify no intermediate 
point south of Iowa city, in their memorial to Congress, for an 
appropriation to aid in the construction of a Railroad from Du 
Buque to K_kuk, which was, 

On his motion, 
Laid on the table. 
Mr. Shields, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No-. 21, Joint Resolution,asking anapproprialion 

to improve the Harbor at Du Buque, 
'Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
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Ordet'ed to a third reading to-morrow. 
... 

Mr. Sanford, from the committee ou Public Buildillgs, to 
whom was referred-

'Senate file, No. 17, A bill for an act r ... lative to the Penitentiary. 
Reported the same back with sUlldry amendments thereto, and; , 

asked the eoncufrenoe of the Senate therein. 
The question being 01\ concurring in the report of the com

mittee. 
Was decided iti theaffirmalive. 
Mr. Harbour moved to fill the blank in the first seetioo-, with, 

the name' of A:H. Haskill, accompanied by a recommendation' 
therefor, signed by Mr. Reno and 20 others. . , 

Messrs. Espy, Sanford, Harbour, Wheeler, and Fear were 
appointed said committee. . 

Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing
well, chief clerk • 
.Mr. President-

lam directed to inform the Senate that the. House of Repre
sentatives has passed 

H. R. file, No. 82, A bill-for an' act to 'allthorize William P. 
Wilson to keep a ferry across the Des Moines river, at M()li
terey: 

And that the House has passed 
Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution to accepta reconnoisancc 

and preliminary survey of the Dubuque. and Keokuk railroad, 
With the following amendment: insert afterthe figures 1848, 

"provided, however, that in the permanent'location of said road, 
Jefferson county ~ay,' if found practicable, be substituted fOl" 

Henry county.": . ' 
In'aU of 'which the concurrence of the0if3enate is requested; 

'Mr. Espy gave notice that, on to-morrow, or some subsequent 
day, lie would ask leave to introduce, 

A bill for an aet to provide for the completion of the Io,,'u 
penitentiary, and for the appointment of a superintendant.' 

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Claims, to who1l'i was 
referred the claim of John Brophy, for a further coinpensation 
forllerviees rendered inlocatillg the salt springs, 

Submitted the followtng , ' 
8 
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·RE'PO R 1'~'". 

The committee on Claims, to w hOUl wus tafcrred.1l1e petition 
of John Brophy, askingforadditipnsl puy,'to the amount of 
three hundred and· fifty-five dollan"as agent for the State, in the 
selection of the salt springs., and land 'Contiguous, have instruct
ed me to report, that they have had the sameunde.r considera
tion, and have given the subject as full and as careful'an exam- . 
ination as I was possible under the cireuUlstanCe&. Your com
mittee are of opinion that Mr. 'Brophy has not received a suffi
cient eomp~nsation for his serviccs, and woald reeommend that 
he be allowed the sum of two. h1,lndred dellars, as a further 
ceBsideration for his services as'sutlh agent, and would respect
fully recommend the adoption of the following joint resolution: 

-Ruo[ved,'l1y the General .!J88embly of the State of Iowa, That 
the Treasurer of the State be authorized to pay John :Brophy, 

,out of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriatf-ld; 
thes~ of two hllndred dollars, for services as commissionedo 
locate salt springs: . 

The qu~tion being on eoneurriJ'lg in Wle report of the COIll-
m~Uee-, was ~ided iathe affirmativ~. J 

Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution to allow John BropllY 
.0. further compensation for services ill the selection'of saIL 
sjl~ings, . 

Accompanying said report; 
Was read a first and second time, and, 

Oninotion ef Mr. Springer, 
Laid.on the table, subject to the 'Orde.r of the Senate, 
Mr. Cook, from the committee on Road's, to whom was re

ferred the petitioll...Df l/Iaac Lightbarger and ot~c;s, praying for 
a road fro~ Cedar Ral)ids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa 
county, 

Reported , 
Senate file; No. 23, A bill to establish a State road frOID Ce

dar Rapids, ill Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa county. 
'Which was read a first and seeont! tilne, and, 

011 motion.of Mr. Cook, 
Ordered to a third reading to-lUorrul\-' •• 
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Mt .. Bradley, from the c!>nlmittee on the J uuic.iary, to whom 
was referred 

Senate file, No. lO,A bill for an act authorizing the boards 
of commissioners of the different counties in th.is Statr, to buy 
and . sell real estate~ 

Reported the same back, with liundry amendll)ents,and asked 
the concurrence. of the Senate therein • . 

The question bcing on concurring in the report of the eOIl)- , 
mittee, was der;ided in the affirmative. 

Un motiOll o(M,. Cook, 
J"",id on thc table and made s\lbject to the order of the Senat~. 
The President laid before the Senate, the report of the Go\'

ernor, relative to contingent expenses. [Sec Appendix.] 
011 motion of M •. Sanford, 

Rr.f'erred to the cQlll{llil,tee on 'Ways and Means. 
H. R. file; :No. 16, A bill fox an act to authorize the eom}:nis

sioners of Jefferson county, to build a eo:urt house on the pub-" . • 
lie square, in the town of Fail:lleld, or elsewhere, 

Being thc special order, 
The Senate resolved itself inl.o . a ellmmittec' of the whole, 

Mr. Whecl"er in the chair, 
A.,I/d after some time spent the.rein, the co~mittep rose, and 

by their chairman, 
Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and 

asked the eO\1eurrenee of the Senate therein. 
The question being on concurring in the report of· the eOll~

mittee, 
Was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of NIr . Howel, 
Said bill, with the amendments, 
Was referred to the eommitte.e ontbe JJ\didary •. 

On Jpotion,. 
The Scnate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P •. M,. 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

H. R. lile, No. 23, A bm for an nct to nmend the charter of 
the city <>f Burlington, 

'Was read a third time, pas~ed, and title agreed to. 
Senate fill', No. 20, A bi.ll for an act to establish a State road 

from Delhi, in Delaware eowlty, to. Independence, in Buchanan 
connty_ 

Was l'ead a thtrd time, passed, and title agned to. 
II. R. file, No. 23, A bill for an ad to establish a fcrry across 

the Des Moines river, at Monterey, in Lee county, 
vVas read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate. 
Scnate file, ~ o. 12, Joint Resoluioll , to acccpt a reconnoisance 

and preliminary smyey of thc Dubuque and KeokUK Railroad, 
was read, as amended by the House. 

Mr. Springer moved to lay said joint resolution on the table 
until to-morrow morning. . , 

Disagreed. to. 
Mr. Springer moved to amend the amendment, by striking 

ont the word "practicable," and inserting "preferable." 
Disagreed to. 
The question then being on co~curring in the amendment 

made by the House, . ' 
Was decided in the affirmath:e. 

On motion of Mr. 'Bradley, ., . 
The resolution offercd by 1\1r. Jay, was taken from the table 

and read as follows: 
Resolved, By the Senate, thc Honse concurring. that the tWI> 

Houses will atljourn, sine die, on the 21st inst. 
Thc question being upon the adoption of said resolution, 
Was decided in t.hc affirmative. 

On Illotion of Mr. Ji:spy, 
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Senate file, No. 15, A bill for an act to estal5lish a ferry across 
the Des Moinel! river, at Boatman's mill, 

.Was taken frOID the table, and read a first and second time. 
Mr. Cook moved the indefinite postponement of said bill, 
Upon which the yeas end nays were requested, and being 

ordered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. BradleYt Browning, Cook; Fear, Jay, Shields, 

Wheeler and Wright-8. 
Nays-Messrs.· Alger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Howel, 

Harbour, Royston, Springer, Sprott, and Mr. Prelident-lO. ' 
So saic! motion was disagreed to. 
Mr. Sprott moved that said bill be ordered to a third reading 

to-morrow. 
Disagreed to. 
Mr. Espy moved, that the 13th rule be suspende,d, and .aid 

bill re;td a third time now. 
Disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
Said bill was ordered to a third'reading day after to.ulGl'row. 
Mr. Howel, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 24, A bill for an act for a·State. road therein 

named. 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 

Ordered to be engrossed ~nd I'ead a third time to-morrow. 
Mr. Wright offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the' Register of the land oSee in this city, be 

respectfully requested to furnish the Senate a copy of any cor
respondence, which he may have had with the Tre,asury· De
partment of the United States, in relation to the selection' of the, 
be sections of land appropriated by congress, for'the benefit of 
the capitol of this State. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock, A. M. to-mOrroW. 
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FRIDAY MORNING, DI:cI:~fBJm 15, 1848-. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
}lr. Wright presented the petition pf ABdrew Abram!!, and 

160 others, praying for a State road· froln KeOIUl1lqua, in Vall 
Buren (lounty, to Mt. Plenl$lUlt, in Henry coul'lty. 

On his motion, 
ReferJ'ed to the committee. OR Roads. 
lVIr. Alger presented the petition of W m. Evan!!, and 26 Ot.ll~ . 

ers, praying for a State road from Davenport, in Scott county, 
'I) Iowa City. 

On his motion, 
Referred to the ~otnmittee on Roads. 
Mr. Esp):, with leave, introduC8ll 
Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to COngNBs, for 1.1ll irrqlrtlNe-

'ment of the navigation of SkU)lk river.. .J' , 

On his motion, . \ 
Referred to the committee on Internal Improvement. 
Mr. Cassady, with leave, introduced' 
Senate file, No. 26, Memo.inl for all additional land office, in 

the State of Iowa. 
On his motion, 

. Ordered (pbe engroued andread a third tilhe to-morrow. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on El'lrolled Bills. ' 
Reported . 

. Senate file, No.,l,An act granting certain room!! in the caJ>'~ 
tol for the use of the Unit~d States courts. 

Senate file, No.7, An net to establish an additional election 
precjllct, in VanBuren township, in Vlln. Buren county, Iowa. 

Senate file, No.9, Joint Resolution asking an appropriation to 
build a bridge across the Des Moines river, at the point where 
the military road crosses the same. 

Senate file, N.o. 1:1" Memorial to Congl"(,ss [01' an appropriation 
to improve the Iowa river. And, . 
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Senate file, No. 18, Memorial ,to Congress for the construc
tion of the act appropriating lands fotthe imi)rovemc,jlt' of the 
Des Moines river, , ' 

As correctly enrolled. 
The President laid before the ScnalC', a eo~munication , and 

the aeeompan)ing evidence, in relation to the right of the Hon. 
Barney Royston, to a seat in this body, as senator from the tlis
triet composed of the counties of 'Vappelo and Monroe. 

On motion of ~fr. Wright, 
Referrcd to the selcct eommittec heretofore appointed for tile 

consideration of sai'cl subject. 
Mr. Cassady, with lcave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a muil route. 
'Yhich was read a first and second time, and. 

On his motion, 
The 13th rule was suspended, ,aid Joint Resolution read a 

third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
MI'. Cook, on le~l\'c, introduccd 
tlenate file, No. 28, A bill to autlioriEc Wm. Green toimpl'o\'e 

the Cedar Ri\'el', by building a clam <1nclloek. 
'Which was. 

On his motion. 
Referred to the committee on Corporatioll~. 
)Ir. Sanford, with leM'e, introduced 
::ienate file, ~o. 29, }\ bill for an act and ordinance accepting" 

the propositions made by Congl'ebS, on the admission of Iowans 
a State into the L nion. 

'\-Vhieh was read a first and second time, and, 
On molion of Mr. Bradley, 

Referred to the committee on Federal Hclatiolls. 
tienaie file, No. 24, A bill for all act for a SLate road therein 

named, 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
~cllate file, No. 21, Joint re,olution rclati\'e to the impro\;c

ment oj' the harbour at Dubuquc, 
Was read a thin'! time, passed, and title agreed 10. 

~ellate 11le, No.2;), A bill to establish a State road from Cedar 
Rapids, in Lilln coul!iy: [0 l\Il1l't'ugu: ill Io\\'a cuunty, 
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. W$S ~ad_a third time, pas. ell, and tit1eag~eed to. 
}IJ'. Cr.a.w:ford, on leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 30, An act to establish a State road therein , - -

named, \ 
Which w~ rm a first and second 'time, -and, 

Oll his motion, 
Ordere~ to be engrossed, and ~Ii a third time tG-morrow. 
Senate file, No. 6, A bill for an aot to inorease the number of 

judicial districts, 
Being in, 9rder, " 
Mr. Crawford moved that said bill be read'a thirq time onthe 

fourth of July next. 
Mr. Browning moved the indefinite postponement of said 

bill. 
Mr. Sanford moved to lay said bill on the table. 

, Dis~eed to. ' 
Mr. Bradley moved to postpone Baid bill, until the 18t day of 

August next, 
U pon \\"~4oh the y~s and nays were requested, and being or-

dered, were as follows: I 

Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Crawford, Howel, Roy
ston, Shields, Springer and Wheeler-So _ 

Nays-Messrs. Alger .. Cassady, Cook, Espy, Fear, Harbour, 
J~y, Sanford, Sprott, Wright, and r.President-12. 

So said motion was disagreed to. .' 
Mr. Bradley moved to lay said bill on tlte table. 
Disagreed to. 
Message "from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Foley, 

assistant clerk. 
.Mr. PresidenJ-

I am directed. to inform tae:Senate, that the House Qf Repre
sentatives has passed 

H. R. file, No. 41 f Joint Resolution f01',the establishment of 
a land 01608 at Fort Des Moines. 

Also, 
H. R. file, No. ,44, Joint Resolution, for the conference of the 

commit~ _ on Des Moines river improvement, in the House, 
and the committee on Intetnal Improvement, in the Senate, for 
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the reference of all matter pertaining to the improvement of the 
Des Moines rivcr. Also, 

H. R. file, No. 46, A bill for an act to establish a State road 
from Mrs. Fesler's, to intersect the road running to ColumbllS 
city, 

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully" 
requested. 

Mr. Cook moved that the Senate adjourn; 
Disagreed to. 
Mr. Espy movcd to ray said Senate file, No.6, on the table 

until the 20th inst. 
Disagreed to. 

On motion of :Mr. Bradley, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M . 

• 

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

'H; R. file, No. 11, An act to preserve the purity of clections, 
being the special order, 

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of thc whole, for 
the consideratioo thereof, Mr. Crawford in the chair, 
, And, after some time spent therein, the committee rosc, and 
by their chairman, ' 

Reported the same back, with sundry amendmc;ts thereto, 
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein. 
, The question being on concurring in the report of thc cOln

mittee, was decided in the affirmativc. 
On niotion of Mr. Browning, 

Said rcport and bill were referred to the committee on Elec-
ti~. • 

Messagc from the',House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, chief clerk. ,.. 

9 
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.lIfr. P1'esident-
I herewith return 
Senate file, No.7, An act to establish an ndditional -election 

precinct in Van Buren towllship, in the county of Van Buren~, 
Iowa. 

Also, 
Senate file, No.1, An act granting certain rooms in the capi

,tol, for tile lise {)f the United States courts. 
Also, 
Senate-file, No.9, Joint Resolution;-asking an appropriatic.n 

-to build a bridge across the Des Moines rkver, at the point where 
-lhe military r~ad crosses the same. 

Also, 
, Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congress, for an appropria

,tion of land, to improve the navigation of the Iowa river. 
Also, 
Senate file, No. 18, Memorial to Congress, for their construc

,tion of the act ~ppropriating lands for the improvement of the 
Des Moines river j 
'All of which' have received ,the signature of the Speaker of 

,the House of Representatil·es. 
And I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of 

Representatives has indefinitely postponed the Senate resolu
tion providing fGr-the adjournment of the Gen~ral Assembly, on 
the 21st inst. 

H. R. file, No. 41, Joint resolution for the establishing of a 
land office at Fort Des Moines. 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Cassady, 

The 13th rule was suspended1 said joint resolution read a 
third time, passed, and title agreed to. 

H. R. file, No. 44, Joint Resolution for the conference of the 
committee on the Des Moines River Improvement, in the House, 
and the committee on Internal Improvements, in the SeJlate, 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
On mouon of Mr. Wright, 

The lath rule was suspended, said bill read ,a third time~ 
passed~ and tiUe agreed to, 
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, H. R. file, .No. 413, A bill for anaet to establish a State rpad: 
fl!om Mrs. Fesler., to Columbus City, 

Was read a first. and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr .. Springer, 

Laid an the table. 
H. R. file, No 13, An act HI establish a State load from Eddy

viiIe, in. Wappelo county, to Bloomfield, in Davis cOlInty, 
Was read a first and seClOnd time, and, 

On motion of Mr.. Selman, 
(Mr •. Wright having been called to the chair,) 
Said bill was referred t/i) the delegation from WapeUo and' 

Davis counties. 
H. R. file, No. 28, A bill for an act to authorize the judge of '. 

probate in Marion county, to transcribe. the r!lcords of the_pro
bate court, 

Was read a first and second time, aDd, 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R.file, No. 29, An act to repeal an act approved Jan~ary. 

25, 1848,. entitled an act to amend an act defining the time of-' 
holding elections for State, district, and,county officers, app!o
ved February 23, 1847" 

Was rad a first ant second tillie, and, 
On motion of Mr. Wright, 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Browning, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 31, A bill for an act to authorize the Auditor. 

of State to audit and allow the expenses of the SUPFeme Court,. 
Which. was read a first and second time, and, 

CPl his motion, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by. Mr. Lef-

fingwell, chief clerk:. - . 
.Mr. Prt.8idenl-

I herewith return, 
Senate file, No. 27, Joint resolution f~r a mail 'route from 

Fort Des Moines, tG the East, or Boon Fork, of the Des Moines 
river. Also, 
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Senate file, No. 23, A bill for an act to establilih a State road 
from C~dar'Rapids, in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa county. 

The same having pasled the House of Representatives with
out amendment. 

I am directed to inform the Senate that the Hou~e of Repre
sentatives has passed 

H. R, file, No, 13, A bill for an act to establish a State road 
from Eddyville, in Wappelo Qaunty, to llloQmfield, ill l>avis 
county. Also, 

H. R. filtl, No. 28, 1\ bill for an act to authorize the judge 
of probate of l\!arion county, to ~ranscribe the refords of the 
probate court. 

Also, . 
:a.. R, file, No. 29, A bill for· an act to l'epeaian aet approved 

January 25, A. D. 1848, entitled "an act to amend an act defi
ning the time of holding etecti.ons for State district, and county 
officers," approv~d February 2{), A, D.1847. 

In all of which the concurrence oJ.' the Senate ~s respectfuUy 
requeat~. 

Mr. Howel, from the committee on Roads, reported 
~ena:te file, No, 32, A bill fo.r an act to es~h)i.sh ceI:ta.in ~oodl. 

therein named, 
Which was read a fir~t and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Laid on the table.. 

On motion, 
Th\! 8.en.ate adjourned tilllQ o'clock. A. M., to-morr.ow • 

• 

SATURDAY MORNING, Dr.C1DIDER 16,1848. 

Senatc met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills, 
:Reported that they had presented the following bills to th ... 

Goyernor for his signature. 
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Senate file, No.1, An act gruting oertain rooms in the capi
tol of this State, 10r the use of the United States District Courts. 

Senate file, No.2, Join't Resolution, aaking our Senators and 
Representatives in Congress, to procure an appropriation to de
fray'the expense of running the North-western boundary of this 
State. . 

Senate file, No.9, Joint Resolution, asking an appropriation 
to build a bridge across the Des Moines river, on the Military 
road. 

Senate file, No.7, An act to establish ~n additional election 
precinct iIi Van Buren towllship, in Van Buren county. 

Senate file, No. 13, Memorial to Congress, for an appropria
tion of land to improve the Iowa river. 

Senate file, No. 18, Memorial to Congress, for thefr construc
tion of the act of appropriation, for the improvement of the Des 
Moines river. 

Mr. Browning, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred 

H. R. file, No. 16, An act authorizing the county commis
sioners to build a court-house on the public square, in the town .. 
of Fairfield, in Jefferson county, 

Submitted tho following 

REPORT: 

That they had had the same under consideration, and were 
unanimously of opinion, that said act ill beyQnd the constitution
allimit of legislation, in many respects, and a violation of the . 
spirit of the constitution, and an attempt ~o exercise powerS pro
perly the subject (o.r judicial investigation and control. 

They wQUld, therefore, l'ecouunend the i.definite postpone
ment of said bill .. 
. The question being on concurring in the report of the COUl-

mittee, . 
It was decided in the affirmativ.e. 
So said bill was indefinitely postponed. 
Mr. Royston, froilltho select committe~ to who~ was refer-

red, • 
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H. R. file, No. 13, 'An act to establish a State road from Ed~ 
dyville, in Wapello county,to Bloom,eld, in Davis coltnty, 

Reported, that they had had. the same under consideration, 
and made several amendments thereto, and asked the concur
rence of the Senate tberein. 

The questi"n being on concurring in the report of the com
mitte~, was decided in the affirmative~ and 

On motion of Mr. Royston, 
Said bill was ordered to a third l'eadiBg on Monday next. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on,Ways and Means, to whom 

was referr'ed 
, The report of the Governor relative to contingent expenses, 

Reported the same back, and recommended'itll allowance. 
On motion of Mr. Sallford, 

Said report was re-committed ... 
Mr. Harbour, from tbe committee- on,. Federal Relations, to 

whom was referred 
- Senate file, No.29, A bill for an act and ordm8nce accepting 

the propositions made by congress, on the admissioll of Iowa al 
~ a State, into the Union, 

Reported the same back, with. sundry amendments thereto, 
and asked the concurrellce ofthe,SoDate therein. 

The q~estion being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee, . 

Was decided in the affirmative. 
On motion of Mr-. Springer, 

The Senate resolved itself i8to a oolll,mittee of the- whole. for 
the consideration thereof, Mr. Bradley in the chair. 

And, after some time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by their chairman, 
Reported the 8Qme back, with sundry amendments thereto. 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein. 
. The question being 011 concurring in the report of the commit. . 
tee of the whole Senate, . 

Was decided in the affirmative, and; 
On motioD of Mr. Springer, 

\ Said bill was ordered to be engrossed. and Jead a third time, 
on Monday next, • . 

Digitized by Google 



Tlm ,S£NATE. 71 

Mr. EspY'. from the commii1ee on Ways aild Means, to whom 
was referred the report of the Governor', relative to contingent 
expenses, submitted the following 

REPORT: 

The standing committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re
ferred the statement of expenditures by the Governor, out of the 
contingent fund, report that they have had the saine under con
sideration, and find the several items of expenditure therein 
contained, to ha\'e been oorrectly made and applied. 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, 
Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution to allow,John Brophy a 

further compensation for services rendered in the selection of 
salt springs, , 

Was taken from the table, and read a first and second time. ' 
Mr. Bradley moved that the lath rule be suspended, and said 

joint resolution read. a third time now. 
Disagreed to. 
Mr. Browning moved to recollsil}er the vote just taken, on 

the suspension of the 13th rule. 
Which was altreed to, and 

, Said joint resolution was read a third time, and, 
The question being upon its passage, 
The yeas 'and nays. were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cas.sady, Crawford, Espy, 

Fear, Harbour, Howel, Jay, Royston, Shields, and Mr. Pre&
ident-12. 

Nays-Messrs. Browning, Sanford, Sprott, WheelCT, and 
Wright-5. 

So said 30int resolution was passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 26, Joint Resolution for an additional land 

office, being the special order, 
, Mr. Bradley inovedits indefinite postponement. 

Which 'Wli>! agreed to. 
Senate file, No, 31, A bill for an act to authorize the auditor 

of State to audit undallow the expcllfcS of the Supreme Court 
<.if this State, 
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Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 30,~ A bill for an acNo locate a State rolld 

therein named, • 
. 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 15, A bill for an :lct to establish a ferry at 

Boatman's mjli, on the Des Moines river, 
Being in order, 
A can of the Senate was had, when it appeared that Mr. 

Cook was absent. 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

Mr. Cook was excused, and the further call of the Senate 
was suspended. 

The question being on the passage of said bill, 
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were 

as follows: 
Y cas-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Fear, Har

bour, Howel, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott and Mr. Pres
ident-12. 
Nay~Messrs. Btadley, Browning, Jay, Springer, 'Yheeler 

and Wright-6. 
So said bill was passed and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 28, A bill for an act to authorize the judge of 

'probate of Marion county to transcribe the records of the pro
bate cOllrt. 

Was read a third time, pa~sed, and title agreed to. 
Senate 111e, No.6, A bill for an act to increase the number of 

judicial districts, 
Being in order, 
was read a third time. . 

• Mr. Harbour moved the indefinite postponement of said bill. 
UPOll which the yeas and nays .were requested, and being or

dered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Crawford, Espy, . 

Fear, Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, Springer, and Wheel
er-12. 

Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Jay, Sanford, SproU, Wright and 
1\Ir. President.-6. 

So said bill was' indefinitely postponed. 
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Mr. ~spy; on leave, introduced, 
Senate file, No 3~, A bill for an act amendatory to an act en· .' 

• titled an act to proyidc for the better seUling and adjudicating of 
the several titles set up to the Half Breed Lands ill Lee county I 
passed January] 1, 18'45; 

Which was read a first and second time, Imd; 
011 motion of Mr. Sprott, 

Referred to the committee on the J udicinry. 
011 motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock, to·morrow morning. 

:MONDAY MORNING, DEcE~InEn 18, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Cassady presented the petition of Pierce B. Fagan, and 

twenty others, citizens of the. eountiell of Pclk and Marion, 
praying for a State Toad from Pella, in Marion county, to Fort 
Des Moines, in Polk cO\l4lty, 

Which was, 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on Roads. -
Mr. Shields presented ~he petition of Francis· Mangold; and 

fifeeen. other citizens of the city of Dubuque, praying for the 
incorporation of the German Benevolence society, of the city of 
t>ubuque, 

Which was, 
On his motion, 

• Referred to a select committee of three,' and . 
Messrs. Shields, Crawford, and Springer were appoint<id said 

committee. 
Mr. Springer offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the HOll.James P. Cal'letoll! jUdge of the 

fourth judicial district, of the State of Iowa, be requested .to in- / 
10 
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fonn the Senate what,steps, if-any" have been taken by.nim, to
wards the organization of- the county ofPottavratamie. 

Resol~ed,. That the Secretary of the Senate, ,notify the Hon. 
James· Po Carleton·of the, pasaa.ge ef th~s resolution, and pre
sent him,n copy thereof. 

Which was, 
On motion of :Mr. Browning-, 

Adopted. 
:Mr. Springer, also offered the following resolutions, 
Resolved, That the Seeretary of State, be requested to com,-

l'lUlYcate to the Senate, a statement of a)l returns made in his 
. '01fice, frem the county of Pottawatamie. 

Resol'!leJ, 'That the Secretary of 'the Senate notify the Secre: 
tary of State, of the adoption of this resolution, and deliver him 
a copy of the same. 

The question being on the adoption of said resolution, 
,The,yeas and n~ys being requested, wer-e (lrdered, and were 

as 'follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Brownmg, Harbour, Jay, Royston, Sanford, 

Springer, Spl"ott, Wright, and Mr. President-8. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, How"l, Espy, 

}'.ear, and Shields-:'i • 
So said resolution was ado}>t-ec1. _ 
Mr. Shields, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported . , 

as correctly engrossed, 
Senate file, N.29, A bill fur an act and ordinance accepting 

the proposition made by Congress, o~ the admission of Iowa, as 
, a StalO) into the Union. 

Mess».ge from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
. well, chief clerk. • 
~~r. President-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed, 

H. R. 'file, No. 57, Joint Resolution asking a mail route from 
Praril!" du Chien to Fort Atkinson. ' 

Aloo, 
H. R. file, No. 57, Joint Relielution in the following word~, 

to wit: 
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Whereas we·met,to legislate, 
For all the people of this State, 
And before we came, we fun well knew 
That there was work for.5 to d~; 
And, whereas, we have fooled away 
Our precious ti~ne, from day to day, 
This House resolves to fool no longerj 
And to make this resobItion stronger, 
We ask the Senate to concur; 
To this we hope tliey won't demur·. 

75 

In which the cpncurrence' of the Senale is rspecUully rer 
quested. 

I herewith rebUR 
Senate file, No,. 16,:w.ith .. the .foUQwillg amendment: "Strik" 

out all after the words sine die." 
Also, 
Senate file, No. 20, which has passed the House'of Rep:t:e

sentatives, witlulijt ,amendment. 
Mr. Royston, from the committee on Internlll Improvements, 

submitted the fonowin~ , 

REPORT:' 

The committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was re
ferred the m~morial and resolution to Congress, for an appro
priation of. land, for lhe Improvement of Skunk 'river, would re
spectfully rapresent, that they have had the same under ~onsjd
eratiOB, and' being well satisfied of the great importance of the 
,contemplated improvement, and the vast ,benefit that must r~s.ul~ 
to the State, at large, and the people.in particulal1. who reside in 
the Skunk river valley, frpm a.speedyimpf(~vementof the nav
igation of that river, your committee, therefore, have instruct
ed me to report the memerial ami" resolution back without 
amendment, and 'recommend thair passage. . 

The question being on cj;)fi~urring in the report of the com-
m~ttee, . 

Was decided in the.affiJmative. 
Mr. Harbour, on leave, introduced 

~~. I,." 
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Senate file, No. 34, A bill for an act to looate a certain roael 
therein named, 

Which was read a first and second time, and,. 
On his motion, • 

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
Mr. Royston, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No.~7, A bill for ~n act to amend an act relative 

to the Board I?f Public works, approved February 24, 1848, 
Which was read a first and lJeconu time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
,Laid on the table, and the usual number of cOJlies ordered to 

be printed. ' 
Mr. Royston, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 35, Joint Rellolution providing for the com· 

pensation of the commissioners appointed to locate the Des 
Moines river lands, 

Which was read a first and second time, and, 
On his motion, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said' joint resolution rend a 
third time, passed, 

And title agreed to. 
• Mr. Royston, onleave, intr~uced 

~enate file, No. 36, an act to e~tablish a State road, and 
branch thereof, 

Which Wl\S read a first and second time, and, 
. On motion of Mr. Springer, 
Referred' to t~e committee on R~s. 
Mr. Royston presented, with leave, the remonstrance of the 

mayor and board of aldermaD of the town of Ft. Madison, against 
any exclullive grant for keeping a wharf boat on the Missi:uippi 
river, within the limits of said town •• 

On his motion, 
Rllferred to the select committe~,to whom was referred 
An act authorizing Geo. Keil, his heira and'assings, to keep 

a wharf b~ at Fort l\fadison. 
The President laid before the Senate a communication from 

• the Register of the land office"at Iowa city, with a copy of the 
" conespondence of that office, in relation to the location otthe 
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five sections of ' land donated for the improvem.ent of the capitol 
of this State. 

On motion of Mr. Wright. 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Shields. on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate, filc, No. 38, Joint Resolution for carrying the mail,. 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
The 13th rule was suspend'ed, 
Said. joint resolution read a third time. passed, aniltitle agreed 

to. 
Mr. Browning, on leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 39, A bill for an act to authorize the Supreme 

Court to hold special terms, 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Espy~ 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
H. R. file, No. IS, A bill for an act authorizing tbeJudge ,of, 

Probate in Marion county, to, transcribe the records of 111e Pro~ 
bate Court, 

Was read a third time, pa~ed, and title agreed.to. 
Senate file, No. 29, A bill for an act and ordinance acoepting 

the propositions made by Congress on. the admiseion of Iowa, as 
a State, into the Union, " ' 

Was read a third time, passed, 
And title agreed to. 
Mr. Harbour offered the fonowing resolutions ~ 
Resolved, That the clerk of the distr.ict court of Polk county, 

be, and he is hereby required to inform the Senate, whether or 
not a bond has been filed in his 'office, in. acoordanoe with tlie 
provi~ions of the 7th section of an act entitled an act for the or~ 
ganization of Pottawatamie and other eounties. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be requested to 
communicate this resolution at as early a day as possible .. 

Mr. Springer offered the following amendment: "arulif not, 
tOI state if he knows why it wat-not." 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment, 
'Was decided ,in the negative. 
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The qttestion. the~ recUTring upon the adoptio~ of the resolu': 
tion, . • 

It was. decided in the affirmative. 
H. R. file, No. 51, J-ointResolution asking a mail route from 

Prairi~ uu Chien to Ft. Atkinson, . 
Was read a. first and,seconc;l time~ and 

On motion of Mr. Shields, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 57,. Poetical R:esolutionj putting·an, end to in

fiammatOJjY: sPeeches and Tomfoolery, 
Was read a first and seconel time, and 

On motion of Mr. Browning; 
Refe.ucd. to a committee of the whole Senatc, and made the' 

special order for to-morrow afternoon. 
Senate file;' No. 16, Joint Resolution aCGompanyingthe report 

of the committee on the Judiciary, to III hom was referred" the 
report of the commissioner~ appointed to draft, revise, and.pre
palle a code-· of laws, as amended by the House, 

Was read a first and second time, and,. 
On motion of Mr. Browning, 

The Senat&. reflUed to .. conoor in .the- amendment. 
H. R. file, N o~ 46, A bill for an act to establish a State, road 

from the residence of Mrs •. Fesler ~o Columbus City, 
Was taken from the tabte, and read a second time, and,. 

On motion of Mr. Springer, 
9rdered to a third reading to-morrow •. 

On motion· of Mr.' Wright, 
, Senate file, No. 32, A bill for an act to..~tabIish a Stateroad~ 

thllrein named, 
Was taken from the table, and read '8 second time, and; 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Amended as follow.s:. after the words "Ligber~s .mills/' in-. 

sert "on Big Cedar.." 
On his motion, 

Qrdered to a third reading to-morrow •. 
Mr. Wright, on leave, innoduoe.d. 
Senate file, No. 40, A bill Cor an act authorizing-tAe Secreta

ry of State, to collect and arrange certain papers in h~ office, . 
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W'hich was read a first and second tinle, and, 
On motion of Mr. Sanford, 

Referred to a 'select committee, and , 

79 

Messrs. Sanford, Espy, and Shields wereilppointed said com· 
rnittoo. 

Mr. Wr.ight ofi'ered the following resolution : 
Resolved, By the Senat~ the House c.oneurring, t~at the Gen· 

era I Assembly will adjourn sme die on the 30th inst. 
And the questi~n being on the adoption of the resolution, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being orderdered, 

wel'e as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, CassadYI Craw

ford, Espy, Jay, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprottl Wheeler 
Wright, and Mr. President-14. 

Nays-Messrs. Harbour, Howel and Royston--3., 
So said resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Springer, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr. Wright, \'I'ith leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 41, A bill for an act to amend an. act entitled 

an act to provide for the management of the State Library, and 
the election of a Librarian, approved Feb. 15th, 1847, , 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, 

Laid on the table, subject to thc order of the Senate. 
Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the JUdiciary, to whom 

was referred 
H. R. file, No. 29, An act to repeal an act, approved Jan. 25th, 

1848, entitled an act to amend an act, de,fining the time of hold
ing elections for slate, district and county officers, approved 
Feb. 25th, 1847, 
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Reported the same back, with sundry amendments, 
Which were concurred in, and 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
Laid on the table. 
Mr. Howel, from the committee on Roads, fo whom was re

ferred the petition of Pierce B. Fagan and others, praying for a 
State road from Pella to Ft. Des Moines, 

Reported, 
, Senate file, No. 42, A bill for an act to establish a State road 
. from Pella, in Marion county, to Ft. Des Moines, in Pol~ county, 

'Which was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Cassady, • 

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass
ed, and title agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Fear, senator from 

Des Moines, for one week. 
Mr. Jay offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That we will proceed to amend the present school 

law, and defer the attempt to pass a new one, until the report of 
the revision committee has been received. 

Upon which the y~as and nays were requested, and being or
dered, were as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Browning, Cassady, Jay, Sanford, Springer, 
Sprott, Wheeler, ~nd Wright-8. ' 
, Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Howel, Royston, 
Shields, and Mr. President-6. 

80 said resolution was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Selman, 

Mr. Browning in the chair, 
The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 
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TUESDAY MORNING: DEcE~fBER19, 1848. 

Scnate mct pursuant to adjournment. , 
Message from the House of' Representatives, by Mr. Lcffing

well, chicf clerk: 
.Mr. President-

I am dil'ected to inform the Senate that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed 

H. R. filc,.No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land from 
Congress, to aid in the constructi()n of a rail road from ,Daven
port to Council Bluffs. 

Also, 
H. R. file, No. 31, A bill for an act requiring all notices of 

sales, by order of courts of record, to be published in Bome 
newspaper, 

Also, 
H. R. file, No. 33, , Joint Resolution for the relief of Harvey 

Leonard. 
Also, 
Ii. R. file, No. 35, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act providing for and regulating general elections. 
Aiso, 
H. R. file, No. 37, A bill for an act to locate the seats of 

justice of Madison and Warren counties. 
Also, 
H. R. file, No. 47, An act to amend an act entitled an act for 

the organization of Pottawatamie and other counties, approved 
February 24, 1847. 

In which the concurrence of the Sehate is requested. 
Also, , 
Senate file, No. 38, Joint Resolution for carrying the mail. 
I herewith present, for your signaturc, 
H. R. file, No. 18, Joint Resolution f~r a donation of land, 

for the improvement of Muscatine Island. 
11 
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H. R.,filc, No. 18, Joint Resolutionrequcsting-our Senator. 
'aud Representath-es in Congress, to procure an appropriation 
to pay the citizens of Iowa, for services in the Missouri War, 

The same having passed both hQuses of tl\e General Assem
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of' 
.Representat.ives. . 
, Mr. Cook.presented the petition of John .Alexander, and 100 
other citizens of Benton county, praying for the .removal of the 
seat of justice of said county, which was, 

On his motion, 
Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate. 
Mr. Espy, from the miRority of the Judiciary committee, to 

whom was'referred, 
H. R. file, No. 29, A hilI lor an act to repeal an act, appro~ed 

.January 25, 1848, entitled aet to amend an act defining the 
time of' holding elections for State, district, and county officersr 
.approved February 25, 1847, 

.Submitted the following 

REPORT:-

The undersigned, minority of the standing committee of th6' 
.Judiciary, to' whom was referred" A bill for an act to repeal an 
act approved January 25th, f848, entitled an act to amend an 
act, defining the timc of holding elections for State, District and 
County officers, approved Feb. 25th, 1848," beg leave to make 
the following report: -

The minority cannot concur in the report of the majority, re
commending an additional section to said bill, authorizing the 
election of prosecuting attornies and clerks of the district courts, 
in the organized counties of this State, in· which thcre was a. 
fail~re tQ elect at the last August election. 

The offices of prosecuting attorney and clerk of the district 
~ourt, being designated in the constitution, and the term of each 
being prescribed in that instrument, the minority deem it essen
tial, that not only the mode of filling those offices, but the time . 
prescribed by the constitution, should be adhered to in filling 
them. The 5th section of the sixth article of thE': constitution,. 
declares the following: 
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"The qualified voters of each county, shall, at the general' 
election, elect one prosecuting attorney, and one clerk of the 
,district court, who shalt be residents therein, and who shall hold 
their several offices fGr the term of two years, and until their 
successors are elected and qualified." This clause of the con
stitution the minority d~ decisive as to the extent of the term 
of the offices aforesaid;, and also that the "general election" in 
each eounty, indicates the ~ime those officers are to be elected. 

The question then presents itself, as to what properly desig
mitea the" general election." This point, in the opinion of the 
minority, is settled in the 3rd seation of thefounh,article, of the 
constitution, which says:' 

"The members of the House of Rep1'tllentatives.shall be.cho
sen every second year, by the qualified electors of their respec
tive districts, on the first Monday in August, whose term of .. 
office shall continllC two years from the day of thtl general elec
tion.''-- This clause clearly seemS'to indicate, that th" general 
election, .is that at which members, of the H. of Representative!!, . 
are cAosen, and is the lst Monday in Aug •. of every second year •. 

If this view of the subject be correct, in what position may 
those offices be considered, in c~unties in which no election, 
was held for them, at the last August, 01: general election? It 
is ~he.opinion of the minority commiUee, that they necessarily 
become vacant, from and after said general election; inasmuch 
as no authority is conferred by the constitution,.oIi any person,. 
to claim or hold either of said offices, beyond the time fixed for' 
the general election, unless elected at such .election. 

Deeming this subject one of momentous import, as connected 
with the judicial administrdtion of justice, the minority commit
tee would repectfully suggest, whether the General Assembly 
can assume any action on the passage of the additional section 
reeomm~ded by the majority. The minority is of opinion, that 
no power is conferred on the General Assembly, by the consti
tution, so to legislate. If not, and the offices of prosecuting' at:
torney a~ district clerk in any county, be vacant on account of 
a failure to elect at the last August election, the case, is not 
without a constitutional remedy. Section 8th of the 5th llrticle" 
provides as fo.llows : ". 
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" When any office shall from any cause become vacant, and 
no mode is provided by the conlftitutuion and laws for filling 
such vacancy, the Governor !lhall have power to fill such va .. 
caney by granting a commi$sion, which shall expire at the end 
of the nex.t session of the General Assembly, or at the next 
election by the people." 

This section, then, woultl SeeUl to indicate. the executive ac,. 
tion by a'pPQint~ents, until the next annual or Augl.\St election, 
which time the minority committee'deems the "elect-ioo by the 
people," referred t\> in this clause of. the constitution; when 
proclamation be made or notice given under present existing 
laws, to elect those officers to act during the vac;:ancy existing, 
~ntU the next sUQceeding general election. 

-4\.1~ which is rcs.pectfully submitted, 
T80MAS S. ESPY, 

MinQl'ity Committ«;l«;l. 

Qn motion. of Mr. Browning, 
H. R. file, No. 29, An act to repeal an nct, approved Janua. 

ry 29th, 1848, entitled an act to amend an act defining the tim~ 
0'£ Bolding election for State, district n~d county. oBicers, appro
ved Feb. 25th, 1847, 

Was taken from the tablc, and 
The question being. on concurring in the rcport of ihe major. 

ity of said committee, . 
It was decided in the affirmative. 
1\:Ir. Cook offered the following amendment to said bill: 
Add a section as follows: "That on the first Monday in Au. 

gust, A. D. 1850, and every two years thereafter, there shall 
be elected in every organized county in this Statc, one clerk of 
the district court, and one prosecuting attorney, who shall hO,ld 
their offices until their successors are elected and qualified. 
, The question being on the adopt.ion of said amendme'ilt, 

W as deci~ed in the affirmative. 
Mr. Hallbour offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That John G. Nichols & Co., publish'Aits Qf the 

Jackson County Democrat, bo employed to print four hundred 
and eighty copies of the Journal of the Senate, of the present 
session, at the prices allow cd by law, which was. adopted. 
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The President l~id before the Senate a communication ftorn 
the Secretary of State, accompanying a cOllY of thll election re~ 
turns of Pottawatamie county, . 

Which Was read for information" ;md, 
On motion of Mr, Springer, 

Laid on the table. 
Senate filt), No. 25, Memorial to Congress, for a donation o( 

land for the improvement of Skunk river, 
,"Vas read a third· time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 32, A bill for an aCt to locate a State road 

therein named, . 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Royston, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 15, A bill for all act establishing a Statellln~ 

office, which was read a first and s.ec;:ond time, and, 
On his motion, 

OrdeJ;~d to b~ lai.d on the table, and the usual number of 
copies printed • 

. II. R: file, No. 46, A bill for an act to establi6h a State. road 
from Mrs. Feslers to Columbus City, 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 51, Joint Resolution asking for a mail route 

from Prarie du Chien to Fort Atkinson, 
Was read a third time, passed, aDd title agreed: to. 

o Senate file, No. 34, An act to establish a State road thereiJl. 
named, 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution !lsking a grant of land, 
Was read a first and second time. 
Mr. Algermoved to amend by inserting after the word ".via," 

t]:le word "Bloomington." 
On motion of Mr. Cook, , 

Said joint resolution was referred to a committee of three, aDd, 
Mess.rl!.o Cook, Alger, and Springer were appointed said com-

mittee. . 
n. R. fil~No. 31, a bill for an act requiring all notices of sales 

and orders oi ~ou:rts of record to b,e adve~tised in some Rews~ 
paper, 
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Wa$ re~d a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Cook,. 

Referred to the Judiciary committee. 
H. R. file, No. 33, Joint Resolution £Or the relief of Harvey 

Leonard, 
Was read a first.and second time,. and. 

On motion of Mr. Wheeler, 
Referred to the (;lommittee on Claims, 
H. R. file, No •. 47, A bill for an act to amend an acli entitled 

an act for the organization of Pottawatamie and other counties, 
approved February 24, 1847, . 

Was read a first and second time,.aod,. 
On-motion of Mr. Wright, 

Referred to a committee of the whole Senate,. and made the 
special order· for 2 o'clock; to-morrow afternoon. 

TWO O'CLOCK,. P. M. 

H. R. fife, No. 57,. foetical Resolution. putting an end to in
ilammatory speeches and Tom foolery, 

Being the special order of the day, 
The Senate resolved itself into a committee- ofihe whole, Mr. 

Harbour in the chair, and, after some time spent therein,. 
The comnuttee rose, ~nd.by their chairman, 
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto, 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein. 
The question being on concurring in the report of the com-

mittee, 
Was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Ellpy moved to lay on the table. 
Disagreed to. 
. On motion of Mr. Cook, 
The amendments were substituted for said joint resolution_ 

I, 
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On his-motion, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said substitute read Bthird, 

time, passed, and title agreed ttl. 
Message from the"House of Representatives by Mr. Leffing-

well; chief clerk: . 
·.Mr. President-

I am dir<.-cted to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed 

H. R. file, No. 67, A bill for an act authorizing William S. 
Townsend.to establish and keep a ferry across the Missouri 
river, at Trader's Point. Also, 

H. R. file, No. 68, Memorial and joint resolution for the in
crease of mail facilities. 

In all of which the concurrence of the SeDate is respectfully 
solicited. 

Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whOlll 
was referred 

Senate file, No. 39, A bill for an act authorizing the Suprema 
Court 1;4) hold special terms, 

Reportild the same back, with an amendment, anJi recommend
ed its passage. 

The question being on concurring in the report of the com
mittee, 

Was decided in the affirmative; 
On motion of Mr. Springer, 

Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills, teporled, » 

'Correctly enrolled, 
S.enate file, No. 23, An act to establish a State road from Ce

dar Rapids, to Marengo. 
Senate fil~, No. 20, An act to establish a State road from De}" 

hi, to Independence. 
Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resolution for a mail route from 

Fort Des Moines, to the East or Boon Fork of the Dcs Moine& 
river. , . 

Senate file, No. 18, Joint Resolution for carrying the mail. 
Mr. Howel, from the committee 011 Roans, 1;4) WhOlll was rew 

ferred. 
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Senate file, :No. 36, An act to establish a State road and branch 
·thereof, 

Reported the same back without aJilendment, and recommended 
its passage. . 

On motion of Mr. Royston, 
OrtIered to a third reading to-morrow. 
Mr. Shields, on leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 43, Joint resolution relative to the claim of • 

John Taylor, one of the commissioners appointed to make a per
manent location of the capitol of this State, 

Which was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Crawford, 

Referred to the committee on Claims. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lef

fingwell, chief clerk: 
.Mr. Prfsident-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed 
. H. R. file, No. 26, An act to amend an act to establish new 
counties and define their boundaries. 

Also, 
H. R. file, No. 55, An act to authorize Frederick Andros to 

transcribe the" records of the district court of Clayton county. 
Also, 
H. R. file, No. 39, An act to provide for the navigation of 

the Des Moines river, from the Racoon Forks thereof, to the 
northern boundary of the State. 

Also, 
H. R. file, No. 34, An act to authorite David W. King, to 

establish and keep a ferry across the Cedar river, at Cedar 
Rapids. 

Also, • 
H. R.' file, No. 36, An act to locate a State road from Mon

roe to Fort Atkinson. 
Also, 
H. R. file, No. 38, An act requiring the Secretary of State 

to recotd all State roads. 
In all of which t.he concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
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1 herewith ret:.:rn 
Senate lile, No. 21, J oillt Resolution relative to the impro\'e

ment of the harbour at Dubuque. 
Also, 

, Senate file, No. 24, An act for a State -road therein named. 
The same haloing pas&ed the HOllse of Representatives, with

out amendment. 
And I am also directed to inform the Senate, that the House 

'Df Representatives ~till "a{l'here" fi> the amendment made to 
Senate file, No. 16, J ointResolution accompanying the report 

of the eo~nmittee on the Judiciary, to w hom was ~eferred the 
report of the revision committee. 

H. R. file, No. 26, An act to amend an act entitled an act to 
establish new counties, and to define their boundaries, 

Wa,s read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Crawford, 

Referred to the committee 0!l County Boundaries. 
Mr. Harbour, in accordance with previous notice, introduced 
Senate file, N o. ~4, An act to define the boundarie,s of the 1st 

<longressional district, ' 
Which was read a first and second time, and, 

On mot.ion of Mr. Cassady, 
Referred to a select committee of three, and, 
Mcssrs. Cassady Harbour, and Wheeler were appointed said 

committee. 
H. R. file, No. 55, A bill for an act to authorize F. Andros 

to transcribe the records of Clayton county, 
-Was r!!ad a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Shields, 
Ordered to be read a third time, day after to-morro\\·. 
H. R. file, No. 39, An act to provide for the navigation of 

the Des Moines river, betwcen the mouth of the Racoon Fork 
thereof, and the northern boundary of this State, 

'Vas read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. C.lssauy, 

Ordered to It third reading to-nforrow. 
H. R. file, No. :34, Ail a~t to authorize W. King to establi6h, 

amI keep It ferry aercss Cedar river, at Cedar Rapids, 
12 
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'Vas read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 36, A lj,ill for an act, to locate a State road from 

Menona to Fort AtkiIjson, 
Was read a first and second time, and, 

-On motion of Mr. Crawford, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 38, An act requiring the Secretary of State to 

,record State roads, 
"Was read a first and second time, and, 

On m~tion of Mr. Wright, 
'Referred to a committee of three, and, 
Messrs.. Wright, Sanford, aRd Harbour were appointed said 

"'committee. 
H. R. file, NO.,67, An act to autherize Wm. S. Townsend to 

keep a ferry across the Missouri river at Trader's point, 
,\Vas read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Royston, 
,Referred to a select committee of three, lIlld'" . 
Messrs. RQyston, Cogk and Hewel, were appointed said com

mittee. 
lVb. Espy, from the committee on Elections, to whom was 

referred, 
H. R. file, No. 11, An act to preserve the purity of elections. 
Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and 

asked the concur~ence of the Senate therein, 
- Which was agreed to. 

H.' R. file, No. 68, Memorial for an increase of mail facilities" 
'Vas read a first and second time, 
And, 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow • 

. Mr. Crawfor~, from the committee on Incorporations, to 
whom was refrred, 

Senate file, No. 28, A bill for an act to authol"ize William 
Green to improve Cedar riH:r, by the conli1ruetion of a dam 
and lock y 
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Reported the-same back without amendments, and recommend. 
ed its passage. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow_ 

On motion, , 
The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

WEDNESDA Y MORNING, DECEMBER 20, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant· to adjournment. 
Mr. Springer presented the memorial oC-James SIGan, a citi

zen of Pottawatamie county, remonstrating against the disorgan
ization of said county, 

1Vhich was read for information, and, . 
.. 

. On his motion, 
Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate. 
Mr. Alger presented the petition of John Wright and 15 oth·· 

-ers, praying for the location. and survey of a State road, from, 
Iowa City to Bloomington, 

Which was, 
On his motioI1~ 

Referred to the committee on Roads· •. 
Mr. Sanford presentell the petition of Wm. !\IcCormick, and 

one hundred other citizens of the State of Iowa, praying that the 
block of land known as college square, might be donated to the 
faculty oHhe medical department of the University oflowa, on 
eertain conditions, 

Oil his motion, 
Referred to the committee on Schools. 
Mr. Wright, from the select committee, t! whom was referred 
H .. R. file. No. 38, A bill for an act requiring the Secretary 

'of State to record State roads, .' 
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Reported the same backt with one amendment, aBd l'ecom
I mended its passage. 

The question being on concurring iDo the report of the com-
mittee, ' 

Was decided in the affirmative. 
M17.A)ger, from the select committee, to whom was refened 
H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land \ from 

Congress, submitted the following 

REPORT~ • 
The undersigned, a select committcl', to whom was referrcd 

a joint resolution, H. R. file No. 21, have had the same under 
their consideration, report the same back to, the Senate,.and rec
ommend its passage, with the following amendment :-Inscrt 
Bloomingt8lll after the word '~vi«," in the twelfth line. 

In favor of this amendment" the following reasons suggest 
- themselves to your committee: Two large meetings have been· 

holden, in both of which Bloomington was recommended as a. 
point, at which-the proposed improvement should touch; the 
first holden at Davenport, on the 1st day of Decemher,inst., 
composed of the people of the counties of Scott and Muscatine; 
and tne second holden at the- capi~ol, in Iowa City, on the 12th 
day of December, inst., composed of citizens from varioull parts. 
of the State, (the t:ounties of' Scott and Muscatine included,) at 
the last of which, the representatives from thc counties on the 
proposed route of the road, were requested in a public and ex
plicit manner, to use their endeavors to carry out the me~sures 
proposed by thos.e meetings. ' 

In an improvement of the magnitude of that contemplated in. 
the joint resolution, the most important points near the general
route shouW be accommodated, especially as in this iIi;;tance it 
can be dope with a prospect of gain commensurate with the ad
ditional outlay,.and without detriment to any other point. -

-The amount of public lands to be made available for the oon
struction of the road~on any practicable route between Davcn

-port and Iowa city, is so very inconsiderable, as to render that 
consideration of no great importance; but if anyone route would 

Digitized by Google 



• 
THE SENATE. 

be prefprahle tt) another in this respect, it wonld, in the opinion 
of your committee, be in favor of the route by the way of Bloom
ington. 

Your committee arc of opinion, that Congress would be more 
likely to view the application for a grant with favor, when it i:> ' 
made known to them that a point favorable for trade, with a p~p
ulation of two or'hree thousand inhabit,ants, is to be accommo
dated,1han they would if they kncw such point, was studiously 
avoided, or passed'by with indifference. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
:FREEMAN ALGER,. 
FRANCIS SPRINGER. 

Mr. Cook, from the mino.ity of s::.id committee, submitted the 
following 

REPORT: 

Report of the minority of the committee, to whom was refer
redH. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land from 
Congres1!, to construct a Railroad from Davenport via. Iowa City 
and Fort Des Moines, to some, suitable point on the Missouri 
river. 

The undersigned, chairman of said coinmittee, standing (i soli-. 
tary and alone," begs leave to report, that the majority of said 
committee, having reported in favor of an amendll!ent which, if 
adopted, would include Bloomington on the Mississippi river, as 
a point in the location of said road, and thereby establish an im
portant link in said road, thirty miles along the Mississippi river, 
w here there is no impediment .to· the navigation; and would, in 
the opinion of the undersigned, defeat the whole project.' In 
asking Congress for donations of land for .objects of this kind, we 
ought first to inquire what inducement the General Government 
would hav'e to make the donation. As a State, we certainly can
not expect Congress to donate land to build railroads, unless the 
General Government would derive some benefit from it; hence 
it is that Congress, in making donations of this kind, have inva
rinbll had an eye single to"the improvement creating a market. 
:lor tYle unsold 1ands of the Government. The idea, then, that 

Digitized by Google 



• 
94 JOURNAL OF 

Congress is going to make a donation of land to build a Railroad 
thjrty miles along-the Mississippi river, where the land is alrea
dy entered, may be· seriously entertained by members of the 
Senate; but thc undersigned is clearly of the opinion, that th.e 
,Congress of the United States would hesitate long before endor
sing such policy. What, then, would be the efrect of the 
proposed amendment? Why, Congress wouTd at once reject 
our prayer, and the whole project would fall to the ground. 

The proposition to build a railroad from Rock Island, west to 
the Missouri river, is of too much importance to this State, to be 
defeated by any sectional interest; consequently the insertion 
in the joiilt resolution,; of intermediate points, should be avoided, 
and the route left open until we get the grant of land, and then a 
permanent survey and location may be made, best adapted to the 
wants and interests of the State. 

The undersigned would therefore recommend the adoption of 
the joint resolutions as they came from thc House of Represen
tatives •. 

Respectfully submitted; 
JOHN Po. COOK, 

Minority Select Committee. 

The,question being on cancurring in·the report of the majority 
of said committee" 

The yeas and nays were requested, and being· ordered, 
were as follows: ' 

Yeas-Messr5. Alger, Browning, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 
Harbour, Howel, Royston; Springer and Sprott-lO •. 

Nays-Messrs. Cook, Jay, Shields, Wheeler, Wright, and 
Mr. President-6. 

So said repo,rt was cQncurred in. 
Mr. Espy, from the cO!Dmittee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution to arcept a rec~nnoisance 

and preliminary survey, 
As correctly enrolled. 
Mr. Bradley, from the judiciary committee, to whom wall re

ferred, 
Senate file, No. 33, A hill for an act amendatory to an a!t to. 
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provide for the better settling and, adjudicating oC the several 
titles set up to the Half Brecd lamb, in Lee county, passed 
January Jr, 1845, 

Report.ed the same back, with sundry amendments thereto, 
and recommended its passagc. 

The question being on concurring in said report, 
lVas decided in the aHirmative. 
:Mr. Sanford', froll1 the committee on county boundaries, to 

whom was referred, 
H. R. file, No. 26, A hill for an act to amend an nct entitled 

an act to establish new counties, and define their boundaries, 
Reported the same back, with sundry amendmcnts thereto, 

and asked the concurrence of' the Senate therein. 
The question being on concurring in the report of the com

mittee, 
Was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Sanford, from the select committee to whom was refer

red, 
Senatc file, K o. 40, An act authorizing the Secretary of State 

to collect and arrange certain papers in his office, 
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto, 

and asked the concurrencc of the Senate thercin. 
The question being on concurring in the report of the com

mittee, 
',,"as decided in thc·affirmative. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

H. R. filc, No. 47, A hill for an act to amend an act entitled 
an act for the organization of PoUawatamie and other countics, 

Being a special order in committee of the whole, 
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'. The Senate resolved itself into II committee of the whole, Mr. 
Wright in the ch~ir, and after sorr.e time spent therein, the 
committee rose, and by their chairman reported progress, and 
aslced leave to sit again, at 2 o'clock, P. M., to-morrow, 

Which being granted, • 
On motion, I' , 

The Senale adjourned till 10 o'elock to-morrow mornirtg. 

THURSDAY, MORNING, DECI:MDER, 21,1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Shields offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, by the Senate, the House of Representatives con

curring, That the General Assembly will adjourn on Friday, 
'December ~2d, to meet again on Wednesday, J 8nuary 3d, 
1849. 

Mr. Espy moved to amend, by striking out the word" Wed
nesday" and insert ". Tuesday" inst., 

Which was dis(!greed to. 
Mr. Royston moved to amend by striking out thc words, 

"January 3d,'-' and insert" December 26th." 
Upon which the yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, 

and were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston, 

Sprott, Wright, and Mr. President-8. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Cook, Craw

ford, Jay, Sanford, Shields, Springer, and Wheeler-lO. 
Mr. Espy moved the indefinite postponement of said resolu

tion. 
Upon which, the yeas ~nd nays were requested, and being 

ordered, were all follows: 
Yeas-Messrs .. Espy, Harbour, Howel. Roystoll, SrroU. 

Wright, and Mr. Presidenl-7. 
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Nays-'-Mes·srs·. Alger, Bradley, Brownipg, Cnssa~y, Cook, 
{{rawford, Jay, Sanford, Shields, Springer, and Wheeler-H. 

So the indefinite postponement was disagreed to. 
Mr. Espy moved to amend by striking out tIle words .. , Janu

a'Cy 3d, 1849," and insert" .December 27, inst."· 
. The yeas and nays were requested upon the adoption of the 

I • 

amendment, and being ordered, were as follows I . 

Yeas-Messrs. Algcr, Espy,. Howel, Royston, lV right, and 
Mr. Presitlent-6. 

Nays-Messrs. Bradiey, Browning, Cassady, Cook, Craw
ford y Harbour, Jay, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, and 
Wheeler-llt 

So the alllendment was disagreed to. 
The question recurring on the adoption of said resolution; 
The yeas and nayil were called for, and being ordered,· were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Browning, Qassady, Cook, 

Crawford, Ja~, Sanford, Shields, Springer; and Wheeler-ll. 
Nays-Messrs. Espy, Harbour, Howel, RO~3ton, Sprott; 

Wright, and Mr. President-7. . 
And the question was decidcd in the affirmative. 
Mr. Crawford, from.the committee on Claims, to wrlOm was 

referred, 
The elium of Samuel C. Reed, 

• Reported adversely to its allowance. 
The question being on 'concurring in the report of the cOlli~ 

mittee, 
W~ decided in the affirmative, 
Message from the Hotise of Representatives, by Mr. lef

fingwell"ehief clerk: 
~Ilfr. Pres'idcnt- • 

I herewith return, 
Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for an appropria

tion of land for the improvement of Skunk river. 
Senat.!l file, No. 34, A bill for an act to locate a State road 

therein named. 
Senate file, No. 15, A bill for an act to establish a ferry across 

the Des Mpines river, at Boatman's mill, in Lee ecunty. 
13 . 
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The same havil1g passed the House 'Of Representatives ·with& 
out amendment. 

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed, ' . 

H. R. file, No. 40, An act fo:t: the re1ief of occupying daim-
ants'of 1:eal estate. . 

H. R. file, No. 48, An,actto restraiil swine from running at 
large in Clinton county. 

H. R. file, No. -54, An aet 'concerning claims 1In the Half Breed 
tract. 

H. R.me, No. 56, All act to repeal an act to pro,,.ide for the 
'location of the seat of government of' the State of Iowa, and for 
the selection of land granted by Congress to aid in erecting pub-
·lic buildings. . 

H:R. file, No. 58, An act regulating grocery licenses. 
H. R.··filc, No. 57, All act to vacate a certain road therein 

')lamed, and • 
H. R. file, No. 69, Joint Resolution for a mail route from 

Wcst Point, in Lee county, to Salem, in Hellry county. 
In aU of which the concurrcnce o~' the Senate is requested. 
I herewith return 
Senate file, Nos. 3, 18, 20, 23, and 27, 
The same ,ha"ing passcd both branches of the General As

sembly, and received the ~ignature of the Speaker of the House 
{)f Represelltativcs. • 

The President laid before the Se;lale a communication from 
lames P. Carleton, judge of' tlle fourth judicial district, accom
panying a copy of the appointment of the organizing sheriff of 
Pottawatamie county, 

Which was read for information, and, 
On motion of Mr. Springer, 

. Laid on the table. 
On motioll CJf Mr. Sprott, 

, 

Senate file, No. 33, An act to provide for the better settling 
and adjudicating of the several titles set up to the half breed 
lands, in Lee county, 

Wall taken from the table, read a third time, passcd, and title 
agreed to. 
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H. R~ file, No. 37, An act to locate the seats of jnstice of 
Madison and 'Warren counties, 

Being in order, 
Wa" read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
1I •. R. file, No. 68, Memorial £.or an increas.c of mail facili

ties. 
Was read a third time, and,. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Referred to a select committe,.and' 
Messrs. Wright,"Royston, and Shields.:were. appointed said' 

committee. 
H. R. file, No •. 84, An act to authorize Dav·id M. King to es-

tablish and keep a ferry across the Cedar rivel'~ 
Was read a third time. 
The question being upon the passage of the bill, 
Mr. Bradley moved a call of the Senate, which was 1!ad, 
When it appeared that Messrs. Crawford, How{!l, and Har-

bour were, absent. 
Those gentlemen appearing and taki»g their seats, 
The further call was suspended. 
And the question being taken, 
The yeas and nays werll requested, and being ordered, \Yere 

as follows: 
y ea~Messrs. Alger, Cook,Crawford, Espy, J 3Y, Royston, 

Sanford, Springer,.Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright-H. 
NaY$-Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Harbour, How

el, Shields, Wright, and Mr. President...,....8. 
So said bill was passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. iile, No. 36, A bill for. an act to locate a State road 

from Menona to Fo.rt Atkinson,. . 
Was read a third time, passed, and title. agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 36, A bill for an act to establish a State road' 

and branch thereof, 
Was read a thinl time. 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
Was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
The v.ote taken. on the pass.age 'of 
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Senate file, No. 36, A bill for an act to establi!\b a ~tate rood 
!lnd branch thereof, wall reconsidered. 

The question then being on the passage of said bill, 
Was decided in the affirmative. 
So said bill was passed. and title agrced to. . 
H. R. file, No. 39, A bill for an act to provide for the naviga

tion of the D~s Moines river f from the Racoon Fork thereof to 
the Northern boundary of this State, 

Was rcad a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to preserve ~he purity 

of elections, 
Was read a third time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Recommitted. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills, 
lteported 
Sen·ate file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for the improvement of 

the harbor at Dubuque, and 
Senate file, No. 34, An act to locatc a Stateroo.d therein na

med, all correctly enrolled. 
Mr. Espy, in acc(>rdance with previous noticc, introduced 

- Senate file, No. 46, An act amendatory to an act, relative to 
the Penitentiary, 

. Which was read a first and sccond time, and 
, On his motion, 
Referred to the committee on the, Judiciary. 

On. motion of Mr. Jay, I 

Resolved, By the Senate, (the House concurring,} that the 
Secretary of State be requested to correspond with the proper 
department of the General Government, and obtain if practica
ble, a copy of the survey of the ~ilitary road running through 
thIs State, and when obtained to record the same in his office. 

Senate file, No. 28. A bill for an act to authorize Wm. Green 
to improve Cedar river, by a dam and lock, . 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 39, A bill for an act to :ilithori~.e the Supreme 

Conrt to hold special terms, 
Was reall a th~rd time, and, 
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On motion of M·r. Browning, 
I"aid oil the table, and ordered to be engrossed. 
H. R. file, No. 55, A bill for an act to authorize Frederick 

Andros to transcribe the records of the district court in Clayton 
county, 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Royston, 

Senate file, No. 37, An act amendatory to an aot, creating a 
Board of Public Works, and providing for the improvement of 
the De~ Moines river, apppoved Feb. 24th, 1847, 

Was taken from the table, and 
On motion of Mr-. Bradley, the reading was dispensed Witll, 

and said bill JIlade the special order for to-l11orrow, 2 o'clock, . 
P. M., in committee of the whole Senate. 

Mr. Wright, on leave obtained, introduced • 
Senate file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend 'an act entitled 

an act, regulating practice in the district courts in the Territory 
of Iowa., approved March 10th, 1843, 

Which was read a first and seoond time, and, 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Alger moved to take from the table 
H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Desolution for a grant ofland, 
Which was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
Resoltled, That Wm. H. Larned be employ.ed as enrolling and 

engrossing clerk for the Senate, during the present session. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. l\{, • 

, -
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TWO O'CLQCK, P. M. 

Messl!ge from the. HQ..llse of Representatives, by Mr. Le.ffing
well, chief clerk • 
.Mr. Pruident-

I am directed to infor:m the Senate, that the I,I.ouse of Repre-
sentatives has passed . 

H. R. file, No. 82, MemortJLl and Joint ResQllltion for a ma~ 
rine hospital at Rock Island. 

H. R. file, No. '83, Memor~al and Joint ResQllltion for an in-
crease of th,e pensipn of Isaaq . W. Griffith, 

In which tile conpurrence Qf the Se~atei8 r~quested, 
I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution allowing John Brophy 

Ilxtra pay for locating salt spriJlgs, 
The same having passed the House Qf ltepre,sentatives with-. 

out amendment, 
H. R. file, No. 47, A b~U for an act to amerul an act entitled 

an act, for the ofg8nizatilln of PQttawatamie and other counties, 
Being in spec.al order, 
The Senate reso}yed itself in19 a qo~ittee. of Ule. whl>le, Mr •. 

Shields in the chair, 
And after S!lme time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by their chairman, 
Reportei the same back without action, and 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
The Senate ~journed till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning •. 

. , 
• 
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FRIDAY 'MORNING, DECEMBER 22, 1848. 

Senate m'et pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Wright, from the select comftlittee to whom was refer-

red, • 
H. R. file, No. 68, Joint Resolution for the increase of mail 

facilities, . 
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto, 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein. 
The question being on concurrjng ih the report of the com-

mittee, 
Was decided in the affirmative. ~ 

Mr. Shields, Kom the committce on Engrossed Bills, reported 
Senate file, No. 39, An act to authorize thc Suprcme Court 

to hold spccial terms, 
As corrcctly engrosscd. 
Mr. Royston, from the selcct-committce to whom was refer

r~d; 

H. R. filc, No. 67, A bill for an act to authorize Wm. S. 
Townsend to kecp a ferry across the Missouri river, at Trader's 
Point; 

Rcported the same back, with one amendment thereto; and 
allked the conpurrence of the Senate therein. 

Message from the HORse of Representatives, 'by M.r. Leffing-
well, chief clerk. . 
Mr. P1'esident-

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed ' 

H. R. file, No. 70, Joint Resolution appointing an agent to 
pay the interest on the Iowa State Stock. 

H. R. file, No. 71, A bill for an act to re-locate a State road 
therein named. 

~. R. file, No. 6~, A bill for an act regulating costs in crimi
, 11al prosecutions, in the counties of Davis and A ppanoose. 
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H. R. file, :No. 74, A bill for an act to est[~blish the office oj 
State 'printer, define .his duties, and establish the prices of pub-
lic printing. . 

H. R. file, No. 63, J9int resolution requiring the Se'eretary ot 
State to furnish the counties of Warr.en and Madison with cop"" 
ies of the la,,,! ot this ,Statf.'. 

H. R. file, No. 59, Joint Resolution in support of Mr. Whit
ney's project of a railroad. 

H. H. file, No. 64, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 
an act to incorporate the town of nu,·enport. 

H. R. file, No. 65, A bill for an act relative to the rec,ord of 
the decree of partition in the Half Breeu lands, in Lee county. 

In whie:h the concurrence of the, Senate is respectfully re-
q~~~ . 

I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 42, An act to locate a State road from Pella; 

in Marion county; to-rort Des Moines, in Polkecounty. 
Senate file, No. 30, An act. ta locate a Stat!) road therein 

na~ed. 
Senate file, No. 31, An act to authorize the Auditor of State 

to audit and allow the expenses of HIe Supreme Court. 
Senate file, No. 32, An act to establish Il. State road therein 

named •. 
The snme having passed the House of Representatives with

out amendment. 
I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 12, Joint resolution to accept !Jf a reeonnoi

sanee and preliminary survey, 
TMl same having passed both branches of the General Assem

bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of 
RepresentatiYes. ' 

I am directed to inform the Senat!.', That the House of Rep
resentatiYes has rcfused to concur in the resolution of the Sen
ate, providing for the adjoltrnmeht of the General Assembly, 
until the 3d of January, 1849. 

}Ir. Crawford,from the committee on Incorporatiolls,to whom 
was referred 

H. R. file, No. i, A act to authorize Jolui A.MeFarland, ha 
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hcirs and assigns, to ostabli3h and kccp a ferry across thc Mis
sissippi rivcl', at the town ~f Montrose, in the county of Lee 
and State of Iowa, . 

Reported the same back, and recommended its indefinite post
ponement . 

. The question bcing on concurring in the report .of the com" 
mittee, 

Was decided in thc affirmative. 
Senate file, ~ 0.40, A bill for an act to authorize the Secreta

ry.of State to collect and armngc certain papers in his office, 
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sanford, 
Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 26, An act to amend an act to establi3h r~\v 

counties and define their boundaries, 
Was relLd a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Ropton, 
The 13th rule woos suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agr~ed to. 
H. R. file, No. 38, An act requiring the Secretary of State to 

record State roads, 
Was read a seeflTId time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cook; 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
H. R. file, No. 29, A bill for an act to repeal an act appro\·:: 

cd Jan. 25th, A. D. 1848, entitled an act to amend an act to de
fine the time of holding elcetions . for State, district and county 
officers, approved Feb. 25th, A. D. 1847, 

Was read a second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Browning, 

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant onarid from 

Congress, was read a second time. 
Mr. Wheeler moved to by said bill 011 the table. 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requooted, 'ulld 

being ordered, were as follow6 : . 
Y cas-Messrs. Browning,. Cook, Jay, l:iaufonl, Wheel(:r alld 

W right-6. -, : 
14 
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Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy! 
Howel, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, and Mr. President 
-11. 

Mr. Cassady moved to suspend the 13th·rule, and read the 
bill a third time now. 

1Yhieh was disagreed to. 
On motion of :l'.ir. Alger, 

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 82, Memorial to Congress fora tnaloine hos

l)ital at Rock Island, 
1ras read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
:rhe 13th rule was suspended, said memorial read a third 

time, passed, and title agreed to. . 
II. R. iile, :No. 83, Memorial and Joint Resolutionl 'Rsking an 

iIlCrease of the pension of Geo. 'IV. Griffith, 
1Vas read a iirst and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
The 13th rule was suspended, saidmcInO:l'ial read a third 

time,.passed, and titlo agreed to. 
H. R. iile, No. 57, A bill for an act to locate a certain Foad 

therein named, was read a third time, and, 
On motion ot MI'. Wheeler,' 

Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. me, No. 69, Joint Rcsoluti011 for a mail route !tom 

West Point, in Lce county, to Salem, in Henry county, 
Was relLd a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sprott, 
The 13th rule was suspended, and said joint resolution read 

:t third time. 
On m~tioll of 11,Ir. Bradley, 

Referred to a select committee, and 
~He~srs. Bradicy, Springer and Sprott, were iippointed said 

committee. 
, ~1. R. ·file; No. 58, A bill for an act to regulate grocery li

cense, was read u first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 

'Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
, 
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H. R. file, No. 56, An act to repeal an' aclcnliJ.lrJ an llct to 
provide for the location of the seat of Government of the Stale 
of Iowa, and for the selection of Jand granted by Congrrss, 10 
aid in erecting public buildings, 

,Vas read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Wright, 

Referred to the committee on Public Buildings. 
H. R. file, No. 48, A bill for an act to rcstrain swine frolll 

r·unning at large in Clinton county, 
lVasread a first and second time, an(T, 

On motion of Mr. Wheeler, 
Referred to a select committee, composed of 
Messrs. Wheeler, Cook and Bradley. 
H. R. file, :No. 40, .N bill for an act for the r~lief of the occupy- . 

ing claimants of real estate, was read a first aml second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Browning, ' 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
H. R. file, No.· 54, A bill for an act concerning. c;1aimants on 

the . half breed tract in Lee county, 
Was read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sprott, 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
H. R. file, No. 57, Poetical Resolution, &c, and substitute, 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Laid on the table. 
&enate file, No. 39, A. bi~l for an act to authorize the Supremc 

Court to hold special terms, 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, .No. 41,·A bill fOf .an act to, aillend an act entitled 

an act to provide for the management of the St.ate Library, and 
fOf the election of a librarian, approved;Feb.15th, 1847, 

Was taken from the table, and, 
On motion of Mr. Wright, 

Read a second time, and 
On his motion, 

Or.dered to be engrossed and read a third time, to-mQrrow. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjournecl !i1L2 o'clock, P. M. 
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Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act, 
creating a Board of' Public Works, approved Feb. 24th, 1847, 

Being the special or4er, 
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 
Mr. Casady in the chair. 
And after some time spent therein,. the committee rose, anti 

by their chairman, 
Reported progress, and asked leave to sit again at 2 o'clock, 

P. M., to-morrow, . 
Which being granted, the Senate, 

On motion, 
Adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

SATURDAY, MORNING, DECEMBER, 23,1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Shields, from the committee 'on Engrossed Bills, 
Reported, 
Senate file, No. 41, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act.to provide for the management of a State library, and tJIe 
election of' a librarian. 

Also, 
Senate file, No. 40, A bill for an act to authorize the Secre

tary of State to collect and arrange certain papers in his office, 
As correctly engrossed. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled ~ills, reported 
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Senate file, No. 25, Memorial to Congress for an appropria
tion of land for the improvement of Skunk river. 

, Senate file, No. 22, Joint Re~oIution to allow John Bropl~ 
an additional compensation,for the locating of salt springs. 

Also, 
Senate file, No. 34, An act to locate and establish a State 

road therein named, 
w \ As correctly enrolled. , 

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported that 
they had prese'hted the following bills for the $ignature of the 
Governor: ' 

Senate file, No. 27, Joint Resol,ution for a mail rOllte from 
Fort Des Moines to the East, or Boon Fork of the Des Moines 
river. 

Senate file, No. 20, An act tG e~tablish a State road from Del
hi, ill Delaware county, to Independence, in Buchanan county. 

Senate file, No. 12, Joint Resolution accepting a reconnoi
sance and preliminary survey~ 

Senate file, No. 23, An act to establish ~ State road from Ce-
dar Rapids" in Linn county, to Marengo, in Iowa, county, 

And, 
Senate fil(), No. 18, Joint'Resolution for carrying the mail. 
Senate file, No. 40, A bill for an act to authorize the 'Secre-

taJy of State to' collect and arrange certain papers in his office, 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file No. 29, A bill for an act to repeal an act approved 

January 25, A. D. 1848, entitled an act to amend an act defi: 
, ning the time of holdingl elections for State, district, and county 

officers, approved February 25, 1847. • 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. ' 
H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a grant of land from 

Congress, 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 57,' A bill for an act to locate il certain road 

therein named. 
Was read a third time, passed, and tit1~ agreed to. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-

well, chief clerk: ~ f 
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~lfr. P1'csid~lf-

I am directed to inform .th~ Senate, that the House of Repre~ 
sentatives has passes, 

H. R. file, No. 53,.A bill for an act to o~anize the Supreme 
Court of the State of Iowa. 

H. R. file, No. 72, A bin for an aot to establish a State road 
from Cedar Rapids, in Linn cou~ty, to Marengo, in IO\\'a 
eo~m'f:y. 

H. R.· file, No. 75, A blll for an act to amend an act regula-
• • tmg attachment.s. 

H. R. file, No. 76, A bill for an act to fund the State debt. 
H. R. file, No. 77, A bilUor an aot to authorize· Israel.Ath

erton to establish and keep a ferry across the Mississippi river, 
at a point in Scott county opposite Cordovia, in the State of Il-
Hn~s.· • 

H. R. file, No. 79, A hill for an act supplemental to the act 
of February 25, 1847, entitled an ~ct supplemental and amend.,. 
atory to an act to establish common schools, approved January 
Hi, 1840. • 

H. IL file,. No. 81, A bill for an act to locate a State ~oad 
from Knoxville, in Madison county, via the seats of justice of' 
'Warren and Madison counties, to the.western line of Madison . 
county. 

In. aU· of which the concurrence of the Senate is respectfully 
requested. 

I herewith return . 
. Senate file, No. 21, Joint Resolution relative to the improve
ment of the Ha~bour at Dubuque. 

Senate file, No. 24, An act for a State road therein named, 
The same having received the signature of the· Speaker of 

the Hpuse of Repre3entatives. . 
I herewith present for your signature, 
H. R. file, No. 13, An act to establish a State road from Ed

dyvile, in W@-pello county, to Bloomfield, in Davis county. 
H. R. file, No. 23, An act to amend the city charter of the 

city of Burlington, 
H. R. tile, No 28, An act to authorize. the judge of probate 

of MariQ1l conbty, to transcribe the record$ of the probate court. 
o 
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, 
H. R. file, No.4], Joint Resolution for 'the establishm'~nt of 

a land oflice at Fort Des Moines. 
H. R, frle, No. 46, An act to cstablisIl a State road from Mrs. 

Feslers to intersect thc road running to Columbus city .. 
H. R. file, No. 54, Joint Resolution asking a mail route froln 

Prarie du Chien, to Fort Atkinson. 
The same ha"ing lJasscd both branches of the General As

sembly, and receiveu the signaturc of the Speaker of thc House 
of Representatives. 
, Senate file, No. 41, A bill for an act to,:uncnd an act entitled 
an act to provide fO,r thc management of the State library; and 
for the election of a librarian, approved February 15, 1847, 

Was read a third time, passed, an~ title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. fi8, memorial for un increase of !nail facilities, 
'Vas read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The 13th rule was susT,ended, said memorial read a third time, 

1)as~ed and title agreed to. ' , 
H. R. file, No. 67, A bill for un act to amend an act to au

thorize W m. S. Townsend, and his associates, to keep a ferry 
across the Missouri river at Trader's Point, 

'Vas rcad a second time, and, 
On motion of MI'. Springer, 

Amenued as follows: "Add a !lect.ioll~this act may be alter
ed or repealed at any time, by the General 4ssembly ~ 
, On motion of Mr. Royston, 

The 13th rule was sllspended, said bill read a third time, 
passed, and title ngreed to. 

H. R. file, No. 74; A bill for nn act to establish the officll' of 
State printer, define his duties, and establish the prices of 1>111-
lic printing. _ . 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
OIl motion of Mr. Browning, 

Referred to a committee of the whole ~ellatc, and made the 
special ordcr for 'Wednesday next. 

H. R. iile, No. 62, A bill for an act to regulate costs of crimi-
1mllJrosecutiol1s, ill Davis and Appanoose eouuties, 

Was read a lint" lIud second time, amI, 
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On motion of Mr. Espy, 
!teferred to the committee Oi!l the Judiciary'. 
H. R. file, No. 63, Joint Resolution requirin~ the Secretary of 

State, t,o furnish the counties of Warren and Madison with co
pies of the revised statutes and other laws of this State, . 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motiou of' 1\Jr. Ca~ady, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 
passcd, and title agreed to. 

H. R. file, No. 65, .A bill for an act relative to the record of 
the decree of partition of the half breed tract of land, situated in 
Lee county, 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Browning, 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
H. R. file, No. 59, Joint Resolution relative to Mr. Whitney's 

railroad project, 
. 'Vas read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
Referred to the committee on Internal Improvements. 
,H. R. file, No. 70, Joint Resolution appointing an agent to 

pay thc interest on the Iowa State stock, 
'Vas read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
The 13th rule was suspended,. said joint resolution read a 

third lime, passed, and title agrecd to. 
H. It file, No. 71, A hill for an act relocating a State road 

therein named, 
Was read a first and second time; and • 

On motion of Mr. Browning, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill re~d a tl_d timc, pass

ed, and title agreed to. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by IUr. Leffing

well, chief clerk. 
~Yfr. Presidcm'-

I herewith pres cut for your ~igl1atllrc, 
H. R. file, Nu. 34, An act to authorize David W. King to es

tablish and keep a ferry across the t:edar river, at a point oppu-
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site to Cedar Rlfids. 
R. R. file, No. 36, An act io locaie a State road from Minona 

to Fort Atkinson • 
. H. R. file, No. 37, An act to locate the seat of justic~ of Mad

ison nnd Warren counties. 
H. R. file, No. 35, An nct to authorize Frederick Andros to 

transcribe t~le records of Clayton county. 
H. no file, No. 39, An act to provide fot' the navigation of the 

Des Moines riv~r, between th.e mouth of the Racoon Fork there- . 
of, and the Northel'r. boundary of this State. 

H. R. file, No. 26, An act to amend an act entitled an act to 
establish new counties, and define their boundaries. 

H .. ·R. file, No. 82, Memorial to Congrc:>s fot a lllarine hospi-
tal at Rock Island. • 

H. R. file, No. 83, Memorial and J oint R~solution to il1crcase 
the pension of Isaac W. Griffith. 

Also, 
I herewith rctnrll 
Sennte iile, No. 34, An ,tct to establish a State road ther.ein 

named. 
Senate fi](', No. 25, Memorial to COllgress for an appropria

tion of lal~cl for the improvement of Skunk river; and 
Senate file, No. 22, Joint Resolution allowing extra compen

sation to John Brophy, for services rendered in selecting sa~t 
!lpr~ng~. 

All of which have passed both HouseS' of the G~Il~ral Assem
bly, amlreeeivccl the signature ofthe Speaker of the House of 
Representati ves. 

Mr. Royston, wi~h leave. obtain cd,. introduced 
Senate file, No. 48, A bill for an act to re-a}lportion the Sta~c, 

and define the senatorial Rnd representative districts therein. .. 
On hi,.; motion, 

Laid on the table, and the usual number of copies ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Bradley, from thc select committee to whom was referred 
H. R. file, No. 6D, Joint Resolution for a mail l"ouie from 

West Point, in Lee county, (0 Salem, in Henry count, 
Reported a substitute, 

15 • 
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Which was read a Jirst and second time, an~ 
On motion of Mr. Sprott, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said sub~titute read a third 
,time, passed, and titled agreed to. 

Mr. Shields, from the committee on schools, to whom was·,re
fer,red 

The petition of certain citizens, asking for tlle donation of the 
college square, in Iowa cHy, to the medical faculty of the Iowa 

. Cniversity, reported I 

Senate file, No. 49, A bill for an act to donate the college 
square in Iowa city, to the medical department of the Iowa Uni
versity, 

Which was read for information, and, 
On his wotion, 

'Laid on the table; subject to the order of the Senate. 
H. R. file, No. 35, Joint Resolution for 1.he relief of Ib,rvey 

Leonard, 
'Vas read a first and seeond time, and 

On motioll of Mr. Wright, 
i~eferred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
H. R. file, No. 72, A bill for an act to establish a road from 

'Cedar Rapids, ill Linn county, to Merengo, in Iowa county, 
'Was read a first and second time, and, . 

On mot.ion of Mr. Cook, 
. Laid on the table. 
l\Iessagefr~m the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

'Well, chief clerk . 
• Ur. 'p resident-

I am directed to inform fhe Snate, that 1he House of Repre
sentatives has passed 
• H. R. file, No. 73, A bill for an act to locate a State road from 
Burlington, in Des Moines county, to Fort Madison, in Lee Co. 
- H. R. file, No. 78, A bill for an act to extend the time for 
putting a lock in the Iowa City manufacturing company mill dam. 

H. R. file, No. 43, A bill for an act asking!LIl appropriation 
for the improvement of the Maquoketa river. 

H. R. file, No. 88, A bill for an act to legalize the acts of lhe 
county commissioners of Des Moines county • 

• 
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III all of which thc conourrcnce of the Scnate, is re~pectfully 
requested. . ' 

I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 33, An act amendatory to an act cntitled " an 

act to provide for the better settling and adjusting the several 
titles set up to the half breed lands in Lee county," passed 
J~ne 11th, 1845. 

Senate file, No. 36, A bill for an act to establish a State road 
and branch thereof. 

The same having passed the House of, Representatives with
out amendment. 

H. R. file, No. 75, A bill for an act to amcnd an act regula~' 
ting attachments, 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 

Referred to the committee an the Judiciary. 

• 

H. R. file, No. 76, A bill for an act to fund the debt of the I 

State, . 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion· of Mr. Espy, 

Referred to the committee on Waya and Means. 
H. R. file, No. 77, A bill for an actt{) authorize ISl'llel' Ath

erton to establish and keep a ferry ~cros9 the Mississippi river, 
at a point in Scott county, opposite Cordovia in tbe State of 
lllinois, 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion.of Mr. Wheeler, 

Referred to the committee on Incorporations. 
H. R. file, No. 79, A bill for an act supplemental to the act of 

Feb. 25t11, 1849, entitled an· act supplemental and amendatory to 
an actto establish common schools, approved Jan. 15th, 1847, 

Was read a first and second time, and; 
On motioo of Mr. Bradley, 

Referred to the committee on Sohools. 
H. R. file, No. 81, A bill for an act to locate a State road 

from Knoxville, in Marion county, v ia. the county seats of War- . 
ren and Madison to the west line' of Madison county, 

w.as. read a first and 'second time, and, 
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• On lllotion of Mr. Cassady, 
The 13th rule ,,~as suspended, said bill read a t.hird time, pass

ed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 73, A bill to locate a State road leading from 

Burlington, in Des Moines county, to Fort Madison, i,n Lee 
count):, 

'Was read a first'and second time, and, 
On motiou of Mr. Espy, 

Referred to the committee on Roads. , 
H. R. file, No. 78, A bill for an act to extend the time of 

putting in a lock in the Iowa City Manufacturing comp~y miU-
,~_ ' I ....... , , 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
qn motion of Mr. Alger, 

Referred to a select committee, :).i1d 
Messrs. Alger" Sprott, and Shif;lds were appointed' said com

m~tte~. 
H. R. file, No. 43. Joint,Resolution for an appropriation of 

money, or land, for the impI:ovement of the navigatioJl of the 
Maquoketa river, 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. B~adley, 

The 13th rule was suspended" said joint resolution wa~ read 
a ~hird time, pa~sf;d, and title agreed to~ 

H. R. file, No.8, A bill for an act to legalize the acts of the 
ooard of commissioners of Des Moines count.y, . 

'Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of MI'. Selman, (Mr. Browning in the chai1;,) 

Referred to the delegation from Des Moines county. 
Mr. Selman, on leave obtained, offered the following resolu

tion: 
Resolved, That the committeQ On the Judiciary, he instruct,ed 

to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill compelling the 
attendance of the district judges a~ the'stated terms of the dis
trict courts in this State, which was adopted. 

H; R. file, N<>. 64" A bill (or an act to amend an act entitled 
• , an act to incorporate the town of Davenpo.rt, 

Was read,a first and second time, and,: 
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On motion of Mr. Wheeler, 
Ordered to a third reading on Wednesday next. 
Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to wllOm 

was referred, 
H. R. tile, No. 53, A bill for an act to organize tl:e Supreme 

Court of this State, 
Reported the same back, and recommended its indefi~ite uost

pcmement. 
The question being on concurring in the rcport of the ·com-

mili~ . 

Was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Espy m6ved to lay laid bill and report on the table. 
Mr. Espy moved a oall of the Senate, 
When it appeared that Messrs. Cook, Royston, and Alger 

were absent. . 
Mr. Alger being excused, and Messrs. Cook llnd Royston 

appearing, 
The further call was·dispensed with. 
The question then being upon faying said bill and· report on 

the table, 
Was decided in the negative. 
Mr. Crawford moved the indefinite postponement of said 

bill. 
The yeas and naytl being requested, were ordered, and were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Browning, Cassady, Crawford, Har- • 

bour, Howel, Jay, Sanford, Shields, Wheeler, Wright, and Mr • 
. Pre!!ldent-l~. 

Nays-Messrs. Espy, Springer, and Sprott_3. 
So said bill was indefinitely postponed. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 
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TWO O'CLOCK; P. M • 

. S~mate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act cre
ating a Board of Public Works, approved ~'ebruary 24,1847, 

Being in special order, 
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the wh9le, Mr. 

Springer in the chair, 
And after some time spem therein, 
The committee rose,and by their chairman, 
Reported the same back, and recommended its reference to 

the committee on Internal Improvements •. 
Which WIlS concurred in. 
Mr. Wright offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointe~ to examine 

into the condition of the State library, and to inquire as to the 
expediency of making an appropriation for an increase thereof,. 
~nd report by bill or otherwise. 

On motion, 
Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
The Sen~te resolved itself into an executive ~ssion, 
And after some time spent therein, the session rose. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till Wednesday morning next, at 10: 

o'clock. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, DEcEnrBER 27, 1848.. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Crawford presented the remon~trance of Eli Stoddard and 

seventy other citizens.91' Fort Madison, in Lee oounty, against 
the granting of an exolusive privilege within the limits GI.' aaid 
town. 

On motion of. Mr. Bradley, 
Referred to a seleot oommittee, composed of 
Messrs. Espy, Sprott, and Crawfprd, to whom wa~ referred, 

. H. R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act to authorize Geo. Keil, 
his heirs and assigns, to keep a wharf boat at Fort Madison, ill 
Lee county. 

Mr. Bradley presented a remonstrance from J. P. Miller and 
fifty other citizens of Johnson county, against the obstruction of 
the navigation of the Iowa river by mill dams, 

Which was read for information, and laid on the table. 
Mr. Bradley. presented the petition of J. H. Fisher and one 

, hundred other citizens. of Iowa city. asking the General Assem
bly to extend the time for putting a lock in the. Iowa city man
ufacturing company mill dam, 

Which was read for information, and 
Laid-on the table, subject to the order of the Senate. 
Mr. CrawfCJrd, from the select committee to whom was re

ferred, 
H. R. file, No. 17, A bill for an act to authoriftGeorge 

Keil, his heirs and assigns, to keep a wharf boat at Fort Mad
ison, in Lee county, reported as follows: 

REPORT: 

Y flllr committee have taken the subject under due oonsidera
tion, with a view to a correct conclusion upon the rights of the 
applicants for special favors at the hands of the General Assem-
bly, as also the duties uf that body as regards itl action thereo~,"" 
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Thc prcScllt cuse yc.ur committee'deems peculim:Jy situated, in
asmuch as the franchise asked for, if granted, may conflict with 
the charter of incorporation" of the city of' Fort Madison. 
Your committee, on examination of thc statutes, by reference to 

I 

those of the last General Assemb~.of the State-, find a bill in-
corporating said city, and extending to the authorities thereof 
all the power (as your committee believes) to take action upon 
the prayer of any citizen who might wish to keep a "wharf 
boat," or exercise any other liberty or franchise within the lim
its or jurisdiction of the authorities of said city. 

This bill, coming as it docs froID the popular branch of the 
General Asseln"bly, your committee has felt much more solicit

. ude than otherwise they might, had it originat.ed in the Senate. 
The iI1lluiry has been, ill such a privilege necessary to the 

interests and welfare of' the citizens of Fort Madison? And 
if so, haye not the authorities of that city the power commensU
rate with the necessity for such a grant? Haye the citizens 
petitioned for the same? All which your committee have ex
amined with' much care. They are of opinion tbat at least 
has~y legislation 011 subjects of -so much (apparent importance, 
ought to be avoided by the General Assembly. 

This conclusion, in their opinion, is much strengthened by the 
remonstrance from the May.or and Board of Aldermen of said 
city of Fort Madison: the arguments contained in which, your 
eommittec deem of much force in coming to the conclusion they 
haye," and in the reccmmendation they now' make to the Senate 
on this hill. . 

They therefore instructed me to recommend the indefinite 
'postponement of said, bill, and wish to attach as part of their re
port, the following" remonstrance, referred to their considera
tion, by the Honorable Senate. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the 

State of Iowa, at their session of December, 1848. 
The mayor and aldermen of' the town of Fort Madison, 

re5pectfully 6tate to your body, that they are informed that ap
plication has or will be made to you, for thc exclu~ive privilege 

" . .of keeping" a wharf boat on \he :Missis~ippi river within thc lim-
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its of this town, fur the purpose of trade. The undersigned·, 011 

benalf of the people of the town, protest against any such grant 
of their corporate rights. They b~lieve that the corporation is 
nbw endowed with all necessary power on that subject for the 
public good. Further.j they are of the opinion that all exclu
sive grants of privileges, are ;violations of public rights, unjust, 
and contrary to republican principles. We ,are of the opinion, 
that ,any individual grants of the nature above referred to, would 
be injurious to the public good, and a violation of the corporate 
rights now conferred on the inhabitants of the town. Therefore 
we desire that you will reject all such applications, if presented 
by any person or persons whomsoever. 

WICKLIFF KITCHtLt, Mayor. 

HENRY ENO, 1 
A. G. FRIDLEY, 
OTW .A Y ClJTLAR, f Aldermen.' 
H. C. McMURPHY, 
JOSEPH HUFF, 

The question being on concurring in the report of the com-
mittee, was decided ill the afIirmative. . 

IUr. Royston, from the committee all Internal Improvements, 
to whom was referred 

Senate file, No.. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act 
creating a Board of Public Works, 'IlpprovedFeb. 24th, 1841, 
and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved Jan. 24, 1848, 

Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and 
asked the concurrence of'the Senate therein. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Said bill an~l report. were laid on the table, subject t~ the order 

of the Senate. 
Mr. Brownin;;-, from: the select committee, to whom was re

ferred 
H. R. file, No. 88, A bill for an act to legalize the ads of 

the county commissioncrll of Dcs iUoincs county, 
Reported the samc back without amendment, lind recommend

ed its passage. 
The que~tioll bcillb' Oll cOl1currillg in the rcport of the com

mittee, 
16 
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" Was decIded ill,the affirmative. 
H. R. file, No. 64, A bill for an act to amend un act -entitlei 

an act, to incorporate the town of Davenport, 
Wall read a third time, passed, and title agreed to . 

• H. R. file, No.7 4, A bill for an act to create the office of pub
lic printer, to provide for his election, define his. duties,and 
establish the prices of public printing, being in special order, 

The Senate resal ved itself into a committee orthe whole) M.r. 
Sanford in the chair; 

And after some time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by their ehairm,ln, 
Reported progress, and asked lea\'c to sit agai!1, al 2 o!.clook, 

·P.M. 
Which being granted, 

On motion, 
. The Senate adjourned till 2, o'clodc, P. 1\1. 

TWO O'CLOCK, ·P. M. 

'In committec of the whole S~l1ate, Mi'. Sanford in the chair, 
After some time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by their chairman, 
Reported the same back with sundry amendments, and asked 

the conct!trence of the Senate therein. 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

Referred to a ~elect committee, and 
Messrs. Harbour, Whecler and Bradley, wcre appointed said 

committee. 
Message from the House of Repr€sentatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk . 
• llr. Presidcnl-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed, 
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H. R. file, No. 90, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 
an .act .. for the incorporation of the town of Bloomington. 

H .. R. file, No 94, Joint Resolution for a mail route from Al
bia, in Monroe county, to Trader's Point, on the Missouri river. 

H. R. file, No. 97, Joint Resolution reque5ting our Senators 
to procure a certified plat of all the military roads in the State. 

In all of which the concw·renceof the Senate is requested. 
I herewith return 
Senate file, N? 40, An act to authorize the Secretary of State 

to collect and arrange certain papers in his office. 
H. R. file, No. 90, An act to amend an act entitled an act, for 

the incorporation of the town of BloomingtQn, approved Jan. 23, 
1839, 

• Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

Referred to the committee on Incorporations. 
H. R. file, No. 94, Joint Resolution for a mail route from· 

Albia, in Monroe county, to Trader's Point, on the Missouri 
riv~r, 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. RoystoD, 

Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Royston" Sanford an,d Shields, welll appointed said . 

comm!ttee. . 
H. :a. file, No. 97, Joint Rtl.Solution for a certified plat of all 

the military roads in this State, . 
Was read fot information, and, 

On motioIl,:.of Mr. Jay, 
Laid on the table: 

On his mQtion, 
The Senatl) adjourned till.LO o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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THURSDAY MORNING, DI:cI:)tDER 28, 1848. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Cook presented a petition from Wm. Green, and 80 oth

er ~itizens of Cedar Rapids, pra):ing for an act of incorporation 
for said town. ' 

On his motion, 
Referred to the committee on Incorporations. 
Mr. Wright presented a petition from Thomas Dean and oth

er citizens of Pittsburg, i'n Van Buren county, praying JI. vaca
tion of a portion of said t~wn. 

. On his motion, 
Referred to a select committee uf three, and 
Messrs Wright, Sanford, and Jay were appointed sai'll com

mittee. 
Mr. Bradley, with leave, introduced 
Sepate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress for the establish

ment of certain military posts, 
Which was read a first and second time, and; 

On his motion, 
Referred to a· select committee, and . 
Messrs. Bradley, Sprott, and Howel were appointed said-

cemmittee. . 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
Senate file, No. 42) An a~t to locate a state road from Pella, 

in Marion county, to Fort Des Moines, in Polk county. 
Senate file, No. 15, An act to establish a ferry at- Boatman's 

mill, on the,Des Moines river, in Lee county •. 
Senate file, No. 31, AI! act to authorize' the Auditor of State 

to audit and, allow expenses of the Supreme ,Court. of. this 
State. 

Senate file, No. 30, An act for a State road therein named. 
Senate file, No. 36, An act to establish a State road and 

branch thereof, and 
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::lennte tile, No. 33, An 3et amendatory to an 'act to proviHe 
for the ISetter settling and adjudicating 01' the several titles set 
up to the Half Breed LantIs in Lee oount)', passed J anllary 11, 
1845.· 

As correctly enrolled. 
1\Ir. Harboll1', fro/11 the seleC't committee to whom was rol'er

re'tl, 
H. R. file, No. 74, A hill for 3n aC't to establish the office of. 

Stutc printer, define his dutits, and C'stab1ish the prices of pub- " 
lic printing', . 

Reported the same h:lCk', 'with one amendment, and recom
mended ~s pass:l.ge. 

rhe question bl~ing upon C'onC'urrin~ in the relior! of the com
mittee, 

Was decided in the affirmativC'. 
Mr. Bradley, from the commiltl'c on the JUdiciary, to whom 

was ,eferred. 
H. R. file, No. 40, A bill for an nct for the relief of oC'cupy

ing claimants of real estate, 
Submitted the following 

REPORT: 

Your committee have had the said bill under consideration, 
and find from an examination Clf its different provisions, that there 
are some things. therein contained, that are unexceptionable amI 
to which they suppose there would be no objection, while there 
are other provisions to which they are unwilling to assent, and 
which in their opinion it would be impolitic to enact into a law. 

Your committee would further state that in coming to the COll

elusion ,,·hich they herein recommend, they are assisted by the 
fifty-third seotion of the act regulating the" action of "rights," 
which provides, th'lt the defendant in such action may set off .any I 
permanent improvements he may make on the premises in dis
pute, at their fair value, against any damages to which the plain
tiff may be entitled for the witholding of' possession, &c. 

Your committee are induced to believe that this js as far as 
legislation has heretofore gone in most if not all the states in this 
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union, and, they know of no great reason why 3. change should 
now be made here: 

But even if all the principles contained in this bill were cor
rect, your committee are of the opinion that the present session 
should be brought to a close as soou as possible consistent with. 
the publio good-that no laws of a general ~ature should be ta-

. ken up, except such as are imperiously demanded QY the pr~
!!jng wants of the State, or those that we are oompelled by the 
Constitution to now a<!t upon; and, this because all matters will. 
underga the sorutiny of the revising committee, and a system 
then be lJ.dopted whioh will be much ~ore perfect thal.l we can 
expeot to make by amendm.ents and additions to Dur pr.efent,con
fused code. 

Fo~the reasons thus briefly stated, your committee would re
commend the indefinite postpostmellt of said bill. 

The question being on ooncurring in the report of. the commit
tee, 

Was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Espy, from the oommittee onthe Judiciary, to whom was 

referred, 
Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for an appropriation to 

.. improve the Des Moines and Rock River lllpids of the Mis
sissippi river, 

'Submitted the following 

REPORT: 

That they have had the subject under consideratiim, but have· 
not within their reach such data as the com.mittee considers im
portant to be set forth in such memorial. 

It is also lUlderstood by the committee that a mem.orial setting 
forth such information, statistics &c., prepared at much research, 
is within the reach of our Representatives and Senators in Con
'gress, having been presented to that body at a previous session. 

, They therefore report said resolutions back to the Senate, and 
recommend their adoption without amendment. 

Mr. Harbour, from the committee on roads, to whom was re
ferred 
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H. n. file, No. 73, A bill [or an act to establish a State toad 
lead~g from Burlington, ill Des Moi.nes county, to Fort Mad
ison, ill Lee county, 

Reported the silme back, without amendment. 
Mr. Cassady, from tl~c select committee to whem was refer

red. 
Senate file, No. 44, A bill for Ull act to amend an act entitled 

·an act to define the limits of the first Congressional district, 
Reported a substitute, a bill for an act to amend an aet entitled 

an act to divide the State into two Congressionial distrilits. 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

Laid Oil the table, subject to tbe order of the Senate. 
H. R. file, No. 74, A bill for an act to establish the office of 

State Printer, 
Was read a second time. 
Mr. Jay 'Offered the following amendme~t to section 10. 
"That the IJublic printer shall be allowed sixty-five cents per 

thousand ems, for the first hundred copies, and 8 cents per 
thousand ems for each additional hundred copies when the num
ber of copies ordered to be printed shall exceed one thousand, 
and be less than two thousand, the public printer shall be allow
ed sixty-five cents per thousand ems, for the first five hundred 
copies, and eight cents per thousand for every additional hun
dred copies; when the number of copies ordered to be'printed, 
shall exceed two thousand, and·be less than four thousand, the 
public printer slmll . be allowed 35 cents per thousand ems for 
the first five hundred copies, and 8 cents per thousand ems fgr 
every aditional hundred c9pies, and in proportion to the abovc 
prices, any printing that may be ordered by law." 

The question being upon the adoption of the amendment, 
The yeas and nays were requested, ~nd being ordered, 

were as follows: 
, Yeas-Messrs. Cook, Jay, Sanford, Sprott, Wheeler, and 
Wright-6. 

Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 
Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President-9. 

Mr. Cook mQved to strike out" 8" and ins crt " 16" in sec· 
tion 10. 
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On motion of Mr. Sanford, 
Recommittfd, with instructions t.o f'urIlish the Senai-e with 

information relative to the· terms used in said bill. 
i;I. R. iile, No. 88, A bill for an act legalizing the acts of coun

ty commis-sionors of Des Moines county, 
'Was read a second time, and, 

On motion of' JUr. Wright, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
CI. R. file, No. 47, An act to amend an act entitled an act for 

the organization of Pottawatamie and other counties, approved 
February 24, 1847, was read a second time. 

Mr. Espy moved to strike o·ut. the second section. 
U pan this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and 

being ordered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Espy, Jay, Sanford, Sprott, 

"\-,"heeler and W right-;-8. 
Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Crawford, Harbour, Howel, Royston 

and Mr. President-B. 
So the question was decided in thc afiirmative. 

011 motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Laid on the tahle, subject to the order of the Senate . 
• On motion of Mr. Espy, 
H. R. file, No. 32, A bill"for an act to authorize·"\-Villiam P. 

\Vilson to keep a ferry across the Des l\Ioines river, at·Monte
rey, 

Was taken from thc table, read n lirst and second time, and 
On his motion, \ 

• Amended as follows: Insert in the lirst section after fifteen 
years, the \vords " with the exclusive privilege." 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
tho 13th rule 'was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

pas~ed, and titled ngrced to. 
Mr. Crawford, from the committee 011 Incorporations, to whom 

was r.tferred 
H. R. file, No. 77, A bill for an aei to authorize Israel Ath

erton to establish and keep a ferry across the Mississippi river, 
at a point ill Seoii county, oppnsite Cordllyia ill the State of Illi
nOIS, . 
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Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend .. 
ed its passage. . 

Said bill was read a second time, ,and, 
On motion I1f Mr. Wheeler, 

The 13th rille was suspended, and said bill read a third time. 
The question being on the passage of the bill, the yeas and 

llays were requested, and b~ing ordered, were as follows, : 
Yeas-Messrs.' Cook, Crawford, Espy, Howel, Jay, Sanford) 

Sprott, Wheeler,'and Mr. President-9. , 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Casady, Harbour and Wright-4. 
So said bill was passed and title agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Espy, . 
• Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for an appropriation to 

improve the Des Moines and Rock rivet rapids, in the Minis- . 
sippi river, 

Was taken from the table, read a second tJme, and, 
On his motion, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a 
third timtl, passed, and title agreed to. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Message from, the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lei:' 
fingwell, chief clerk: 
Jlfr. Presidcnt-

I herewith present for your signature, 
H. R. file, No. 21, Joint Resolution for a giant of land from 

Congress. 
H. ·R. file, No. 29: An act to repeal an act, approved Janua

ry 25, A. D. 1848, entitled" an act to amend an. act defining t48 
17 
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time for holc1il1g elections for State, dist.rict ulldcoUllly oflioors," 
approved February 25, 1847. ' 

H. R. file, No. 43, Joint Resolutign for an appropriation of 
money or land, for the imp:ovement of the navigation -of the 
Maquoketa river. 

H. R. file, No. 57, An act to locate a certain road .therein 
named. 

H. R.. file,. No. 63, Joint Resolution r.equi.ring the Secretary 
of State to furnish the counties of Warlen and Madison, Witll 
the revi.sed statutes and other laws. of this State • 

. H. R. file, No. 67, An act to authorize Wm. S. Townsend to 
keep a ferry across ilie Missouri river 6t Trader's Point. 

H. R. file, No. 68, Memorial for an increase of mail facilities •• 
H. R. file, No. 70, J oint Resolution appointing an agent tD 

pay the interest on the 'Iowa State stock. 
H. R. file, No. 71, An act le-Iocating a State load therein 

named. . 
H. R. file, No. :S1. An act to locate a State road from Knoxville, 

in l'fIarion county, via. lhe scats of justice of Warren and Mad
.ison c:ounties, to the west line of Ma4i80n county. 

The same huving!jlassed .bo~hbranehes of ilie General Assem
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives.· ' 

Mr. Jay offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, By the Senate, ilie House concnrring, iliaHhe Gen

eral Assembly will adjourn, sine die, on Ole 10th -of January. 
next. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Laid on the table. 
)Ir. Harbour, from the ~elect committee, to whom was referred 
H. R.- lile, No. 74, A bill for. an act to establish 1.~ office or 

Sta~e printer, defiue his duties, and establish Ole price of public 
printing, 

Reported, in compliance wiili ,iustructions, the bill back to 
the Senate. 

Mr. Cook offered Ole following amendment to section 17-
" That the same prices .herein 'established, shall be paid for the 
printing of the Ii;tWs Qf the present sessioll." 
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The quesHon being on the adoption of the amendment; 
The yeas and nays were requested"and being ordered, were 

us follows: " 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy, Jay; Roy

ston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott, 'Yheeler and Wright-H. 
Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Harbour; Howel, and Mr. Pre~i

dent-4. 
The questjon wasdeeided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Espy moved to add the word" journals" after the word 

U laws" in section 17. 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and be

ing ordered. were as follows: 
Yeas~Messr6. Cook. Espy, Whecler, Wright and Mr. Pres

ident-5. 
Nays-M'essrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford. Harbour, Howel, 

Jay, Roystqn, Sanford, Shields, and Sprott.-lO. 
So said amendinent was disagreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

1/ passed, and title agreed to .• 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk: 
Mr. President-

I am directed to infornlwtlie Senate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed 

H. R. file, No. 80, A bin for an act tocrcnte the fifth judicial 
district. 

H. R. file, No. 89, A bill for an act to locate a State road, 
therein named. 

In which the ooncurrence of the Senate is requested: 
r also herewith return 
Senate file, No. 28, A bill to authorize Wm. Greene" his 

heirs and assigns, to iinprove the Cedar river, by putting in a 
dam and lock. 

Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution prIWiding compensation 
for the commissioners appointed to select the Des Moines river 
lands. 

Senate file, No. 41, A bill for an act to amend an act to pre-
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vide for the State,Lihrary, and the appointment of a librarian, 
approved February 15, 1847. . 

The same having passed the Hillse of Representatives, with
out amendment. 

Mr. Shields, from the committee on schools, to whom was re
ferred H. R. file, No. 79, A bill for an act supplemental to the 

.. act of Fepruary 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and 
amendatory to an act to establish common schools, approved Jan .. 
uary 16, 1840. 

Reported the same back, with one· amendment thereto, and 
asked ~he concurrence of the Senare therein. 

On motion,of Mr. Jay, 
Laid on the table. 

On molion of Mr.' Royston, 
Senate file, No. 37, A bill for ~n act amendatory to an act 

creating aBoard of Public Works,. approved Februaay 24, 1847 l 

and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved January 
• 24, 1848, • , 

Was taken from the table, and 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, thc Senate resolved itself into 

a committee of the whole, for the consideration thereof, 
Mr. Wheeler· in the chair. 
And after some time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by their chairman, 
Reported progress, and asked leav'e to sit again to-morrow, 

10 o'clock, A. M. 
Which being granted, 

. The Senate, 
On motion, 

Adjourned till 10 a'clock to-morrow morn in&'-

I 
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• 

FRIDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 29, 1848 . . ' 
Henate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefting. 

well, chief clerk • 
.Mr. Presidenl-

I am directed to inform the Senaie, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed 

H. R.file, No. 101, Joint resoiution to prevent the extension 
of human slavery: 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested • 
. 1 herewith return, 
Senate file, No. 33, An nct to establish a state road therein 

named •. 
Senate fife, No. 30, An act to locate a State road from Pelln, 

in Marion county, to Fort Des Moines, in Polk county. 
Senate file, No. 15, An act to establish a ferry at Boatman's 

mill, on the Des Moines river, in Lee county. 
Senate file, No. 36, An act amendatory of an act entitled an 

act to provide for the better settling and adjudicating of the sev
eral titles sl!t up to the Half Breed lands, in Lee county. 

Senate file, No: 31, An act to authorIze the Auditor of State 
to audit and allow the expenses of the Supreme Court of this 
State. 

Senate file, No. 42, ~n act to locate a State road therein 
named. 

The same .having received the signature of the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

Mr. Bradley, from the.committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred, 

Senate file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend, an act entitled 
an act regulating practice in the district courts in the Territory 
of Iowa, approved February 10, 1848, 

Reported the same back, with two additional sections. ".. 
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The question 'being,on concur.ring· in the report of the com
Illittee, 

Was decided ~n the affirmative •. 
On his motion, 

Said bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-
morrow. • 

Mr. Bradley, from the committee OR the Judiciary, to wnom 
was referred,. 

H. R. file, No. 65, A bill for an act relative to the record 
! of the decree of partition of the Half Breed lands in Leo. 

(;Qunty, 
Reported the s~me back with one amendment,. 
Which was eoncuned in, and, 

On his motion, 
rhe 13th rule was susp-ended. said bill read a thilod time~ pass

ed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Wheeler, frolllithe select committee to whom was refer

red, 
. H. R. file, No. 48, A bill for an act to restr,ain swine from 

running at large in Clinton cou:nty,.. 
Reported the same back,. with one amendment,. 

. Which was concurred in •. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on the Judiciary, to. whom ,,,as 

referred, 
H. R. file, No. 54t A bill for an act concerning olaims on the-

Half Breed tract, . 
Reported the same baclc, with sundry amendments thereto;. 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein, 
Which was agreed to, and', 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Ordered·to a third reading to-morrow~ 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom 

was referred, 
H. R. file, No. 76, A bill for an act to fund the State debt, 
Reported the same back, with one amendment, 

, Which was concurred in. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Elections, to whom wn 

referred. 
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H. R. file, No 11, A bill for an act to preserve the Jlurity-of 
'elections, '. 

Reported the same' back, with sundry amendments thereto, 
and asked the concurrence of the Sl1m~te therein. 

The question being on concurring in the report of the com
mittee, 

Was decided In the affirJJ)ative. 
The President laid before the Senate a communication from 

His Excellency, Governor Briggs, accompanying a letter from 
C~ptain Roberts, U. ,8. rifles,' presenting a sword and set of 
armour, trophies .taken in the late war with Mexico, to the State 
of Iowa. 

Which was 'read for information, and, 
On motion of Mr. Sanford, 

Referred to a select committee, with instructions 'to prepar.e 
resolutions -of thanks to the donor, and, 

Messrs. Sanford, Bradley, Sprott, Shields, and Cassady 'were 
appointed said committee. 
. Senate file,> No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act cre
ating a Board or Public Works, approved February 24, 1847, 
and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved January 24~ 
1848, ' 

Being the special order, 
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 

Mr. Bradley in the chair, 'and, 
Ailer some time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by their chairman, 
Reported the same back, wtth 'Sundry amendments thereto. 

and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein. 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

Laid on the table', subject to the order of the Sonate. 
On motion, , 

The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock~. M. 
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.' 

TWO O'CLOCK, F. M. 

On motion of Mr. Alger, 
The 'petition and remonstrance relative to the Iowa City Man~ 

Ufllcturing Company mill-dam, 
'Were taken from the table, and referred to the select commit-' 

tee composed of Messrs. Alger, Sprott, and Shields, to whom' 
w.as referred , 

H., R. file, No. 78, A bill for an act to extend the time' of 
putting a lock in the Iowa City Manufacturing Company mill~ 

dam. 
• Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 

was referred, 
H. R. file, No. 58, A ~ill for an act regulating grocery li

censes, 
Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend-, 

ed its passage. 
Qn motion of Mr. Sanford, 

Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate. 
Message fFom,the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lefth~-

well, chief clerk. . 
Nr. President-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre
sentath"eshas passed 
• H. R. file, No. 93, A bill f.or an act to compel per~ohs, enter

ing the improvements of settlers upon the public lands, to pay 
for the same. 

H. R. file, No. 99, A bill fo~ an act for the relief of Appe-
, noose county, 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
I herewith return ' 
Senate file, No. 19, A j9intresolution for an appropriation to 

improve the Des Moines ,and Rock river rapids, in the Missis~ 
sippi river. 
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'the same hOlyiug passed the Honse of Representatives with-
out amendment. . • 

H. R. frle, No. 88, A bill for an act for legalizing the acts of 
~ the county commissioncrs '01' Des Moincs cOllnty, '. . 

Wa$ read a third time, pa~sed, and title agreed to • 
• H. R. file, No. 80, A bill (0 cr.eate the fifth judicial district, 

\Vas read a first and second time, anu, 
On motion of IVfr. C1\ssr..G:', 

A call of the Sena.te was ordered, when it appeared that 
Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, Cook, Browning, Harbour, Roy-

ston and Shields, were r..b5cnt. . 
On motion, 

Me~srs. Browning and Cook, ,vcre I excused. 
Messrs. Bradley, Harbour, Shields and Royston, appearing, 
The further call was suspended, and, . 
Mr. Wright moved to amend, by inserting after tpe word 

"Boon," the words, "and the country lying west." 
Upon the adoption thereof, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, .were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Jay, Sanford, Sprott, Wheeler and Wright--'5 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, 

Howel, Royston, Shields and 1.'.1r. President-9. 
So said amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. Cassady moved to strike out" Muscatine," frem the 3rd 

section, • 
Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Jay moved to lay on tho table. 
Disagreed to. 
Mr. Bradley moved to read said bill a third tirn~ to-morrow. 
Mr. Wright moved to read said bill a third time on Monday 

~ext. 

The question being upon reading said bill on MondOlY next, 
WaS' decided in the negative. 
The question recurring on the motion to read said bill a third 

time to-morrow, was decided in the affirmative. 
H. R~ file, No. -89, A bill fpr an act to locate a State road· 

therein named, . 
18 
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Was 'read a first and second time, and, 

o otio f IV Hour 
,The 13th rule was suspened, sald bi read a hir line, pas

e an<l" e a ed 
H. R. Ie, o. 93, bi or act amp pe us e r~ 

.j the' pro ements of settlers to pa fot the same 
as d a st a sec ,ti ,an, 
On motion of Mr. Sprott, 
he t se n str k fr sa bill. 

Mr. Jay moved to refer to the committee on the J ildiciary. 
isa edt 

Mr. Wright moved to lay on the table. 
isa ed t 

Mr. Sprott movedto suspend the 13th rule, and 'read thebi11 
a rd en 

Disagreed to. 
r. eld ove 0 re sa ill t he tmit on H-

itary Affairs. 
isa ed 

,Mr. Wright moved that tIle Senate -resolve Itself lnto a como. 
'1 ee the ole r th on' rat" th of. 

Disagreed to. 
r. dIe ov 0 r sa' ill he c m'it on P b-

'hc Buildings. 
isa 'ed t 
r. prott moved at s bil cor ~d a th re ng 

o Monday next 
isag ed 
On motion of Mr. Jay 

aid ,",va efer to om ee hc olc nate nei. 
made the special order for to-morrow, at 2 o'clock, P. M . 

. R Ie, . 9 A b for act r th elie f A e-
noose county, 

as ad a st a sec ti an 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

efe d to e eo itt n J u ary 
H. R. file, No. 73, A bill to lecate a State road~ from Buding-

in M es nty, Fo '\fad II; 
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Was read a second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 

The 13th rule wa~ suspended, said bill rea4 a third time, pass-
ed and title agreed to. . 

H. R. file, No. 101, J.oint Resolution for the suppression of 
buman sla,'ery t-

'Was read a first.and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Royston, . 

Said J oint Resolution was indefinitely postponed. 
On motion of Mr. Wright, 

Senate file, No. 37, A bill for aa /lct amendatory to an act .. 
. creating a Board of Public Works, approved February 24,1847, 
and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved January 24>-
1848, . 

Was taken from the table. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned, till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning ... 

SATURDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 80, 1MB. 

Senate ~et pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Bradley, for Mr. Shields, from the committee on En

gr,ossed Bills, reported 
Senate file~ No. 47, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an aatregulating practice in the district courts in the Territory 
of Iowa, approved F~ruary 10, 1843, 

As correctly engrossed. 
, Mr. Espy, frQm the committee on Enrqlled Bill,. 

Reported that they had presented the following bills to the 
• Governor;for his signature: 

Senate file; No. 21, Joint Resolution' relative to the improve
ment of the harbour a~ Dubuque. 

Se.nate file" No. 34, A.ll.act for a State road therein. named. 
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Senate file, No.2!)" Memorial to Congress fllr an appropria

tion to improve the navigation of Skunk river. 
Senate file, No. 24, An act to locate and e.tablish a State roatl 

"therein named. 
Senate file, No. 03, An act amendatory to an act cntitled an 

act to provide for the better settling and adjudication of the 
claims set up to thc :iIal' Breed lands, in Lee county. 

Senate file, No. 42, An act to locate a State road from Pella, 
in Mar,ion county, to Fort Des Moines, in Polk county. 

Senate 'file, No. 15, An act to cstablish a ferry at Boatman's 
mill, on tIle nes Moines rrv~r, in Lce county. 

Senate file,. No. 36, An act to establish a state road and branch 
thereof. 

Senate file, No. 32, An act to locate a State road therein 
named. 

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on. Claims, to whom was 
referr-cd, 

H. R. file, No. 33, Joint Resolution for the relief of Harvey 
. Leonard, with the accompanying paper~, 

. Reported the same back, and recommended its indefinite post-
ponement. • 

The qne~tion being on -concurring in the report of the com-
mittee, 

WIlS decided in the afiirmati\"e. 
So said bill was indefinitely postponed. 
Message from the House of Representatil'es, by Mr. Leffing-

well, chief clerk. ' 
, Mr. Presidenl-

I herewith present f<?r your, sig}latnre, 
H. R. file, No. 74, An nct to create tIle office of State print

er, define his duties, and establish the pric~s of public printing; 
Also, 
H. R. file, No. 64, An act to amend an act to incorporate the 

t0wn of Davenport,. • 
The salll~ having passed both branches of the General Assem

bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House. of 
Representatives. 

Mr. Alger, from the select committee, to whom was refer-red 
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·R. R. file, No. 78, A bin for an act to extend the time for 
putting in a lock in tAe Iowa City Manufacturing Company mill
dam, 

Reported the same back without amendment, and recommend- , 
eJ its passnge. • On his moti'on, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill reud a third time, 
passed, and title agreed to. 

The question before the Senate, (of the preceding day,) be
ing on concurring in the report of the committee of the whole 
Senate, on ' , 

Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act 
creating a Board ,of Public Works, approved February 24, 
}247, and rcpealing~n act supplcmcntal thereto, approved Jan
uary 24, 1848. 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Said report and bill were laid on tIle table, till Tuesday next. 
H. R. file,·No. 80, A bill to create the fifth judicial district, 
Vi as read a third time, and, . 
Thc question being on thc passage of the bill, 
T4e yeas and nays wcre requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Y cas-Messrs. Alger, Bradlcy, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 

Harbour, Howel, Royston, and Mr. President-9. 
Nays-Messrs. Jay, Sanford, Wheeler and Wright-4. 
So said bill was passcd, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 47, A bill for an act to amend aD act entitled 

, an act regulating practice in the district courts, 
'Was read a'third time, passed and title agreed to. 
H. R. fUe, No. 54, A bill for an, act concerning claims on the 

Half Breed Tract, 
Was read a th!rd time, and· 
. On motion of Mr. Espy, 
Recommitted. 
H. R. file, No. 48, A bill for an act to rcstrain swine from 

running at large, in Clinton county, 
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wheeler, 
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The 1'3th rule was suspended, said bill re:l.!l a third til)}e,. 
passed, and title agreed to. 

H.- R. file, No . .76, A bill to fund the State debt, 
Was r,ead a second time, and 

On motion of Mr • Wright, 
The Scnate resolvcd itsclfinto a committec of the whole, Mr~ 

Harbour in thc chair, 
And after some time s.pcnt therein, 
The committee rose, and by their ('hairman, 
Rcported the same back, with one amendment thercto, and 

requested'the concurrenC,e o( the Senate the'rein. 
Which. was agreed to •. 
Mr. Sanford movcd to. adjourn until 2 o'clock, P. M. 
Mr. Espy mov«:d to adjourn until Tuesday.next, 2 o'clock P. M. 
The question being on the motion, to adjourn till Tuesday 

next, 2 o'clock, r;M., . 
W.as. de,cided in the negative •. 
The question then recurring on the ~otion to adjoutn fiJI ~, 

o'clo~k, P. M., 
W,as decided in the.affirmatin·. 

TWO O'CLOCK, P •. M. 

Mr •.. ]j:spy, from the.committee on·the Judiciary, ta whom. 
was referred, 

H. R. file, No; 54, A.bill for an act concerning clailJl~ on the 
Half Breed Tract, . 

On leave obtained, 
Reported the same baek V'ith one amendment thereto, 
Which was concurred in, and, . 

On. his motion, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill was read a third time" 

passed, 3D-d title agreed to .. , 
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On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Mr. Sanford was excused fur the week next ensuing. 

On motion of Mr. 'Jay, 
The following re~orution was taken from the table: 
Resolved, By the Ser.ate, the House concurring, that the 

GeneralAssembly will adjourn sine die, on the 10th of January 
next. 

On the adoption of .said resolution, the yeas and nays were 
requested, and being ordered, were as follows: 

Yeas--~essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassa-dy, Crawford, ESJ>Y-' 
Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Wright, and Mr. President-H. 

Nays-i(). 
H. R. file, No. 93, A bill ~or an act to compel persons, entel'-. 

ing the improvements,of settlers to pay for the same, 
Being the special order, in committee of the whole, the Senate 
Resolved itself accordingly, 
Mr. Jay in the chair, 
And after somo time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by their chairman, 
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Referred to the committee on Claims. 
The President announced a confidential communication froRl 

His Excellency, Governor Briggs; 
Whereupon the Senate resolved itself into an executive ses

sion. 
The session rose, and, 
The Senate, 

On motion, 
Adjourned till Tuesday next, 10 o'clock, A~ l\f, 
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"TUESDAY, MORNING; JANUR'Y, 2, 1849. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. _ 
Mr. Wrigtt presented the petition of George Anderson and 

249 other citizens of the counties of Lee, Henry, Van Buren, 
and Jefferson, praying for a State road from Keokuk, in Lee 
connty, to-intersect the State road from Glasgow to Fairfield; 
, Which "-vas read for information, and, 

On his motion, 
Referred to tho 90mmittee on Roads. 
Mr. Shields presented the petition of P. Campbell, and 180 

. ot~er citizens of Clayton county, pra):ing for the remo'valof the 
seat of justic"a of said county. 

Which was read for information, and, 
On his motion, 

Referred to the Senators from Dubt:que and Jackson coun
ties. 

Mr. Shields presented a petition from B. J. O'Halloran, and 
50 other citizens of Dubuque county; praying the General As
sembly tO'memorialize the General Assembly of the State of 
Wisconsin; t~ use their influence to obtain a continuation of the 
Dubuque and Keokuk railroad, to the lake~ at Milwaukie. ' 

On his motion, . 
Referred to the Senators from Dubuque and Jackson coun

ties. 
Mr. Wheeler, with the consent of the Senate, presented the 

claim 'of Charles J ewit. 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

Referred to the committee on Claims. 
011 motion of Mr. Sanford, 

Resolved, ,That the Secretary of State be requested to furni~h 
the President, members, and Secretary of the Senate, each with 
one of' Bayless Robbins Barnum's, or Spencer'~ pens. 
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• Mr. Wright, from the select committee to whom was referred 

The petition or" Thomas Dean, and others, citizens of the 
town of Pittsburg,. asking a vacation of a part of said t~wn, re
ported, 

Senate file, No. 50, A bill for an act to vacate' a part of the 
town of Pittsburg, in Van Buren county. 

Which was read a first and second time, and, 
On his motion, 

The 18th rule was suspended, said bill read a third tilDe, 
passed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Shields, with leave of ihe Senate, presented certain 
claims, expenses of the Supreme court, at Dubuque. 

On motion, 
Ref~rred to the committe~ on Claims. 
Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory to an act 

enti~led an act to create a Board of Public Works, approved 
February 24, 1847, anel . repealing an act amendatory thereto, 
approved January 24,1848, being in order, 

Mr. Cassady moved a call of the Senate. 
When it appeared that Mr. Harbour was absent. 
That gentleman appearing, the furOJ:er call was suspended. 

On motion or'Mr. Espy, 
The vote had on Saturday, relative to adjournment, 
Was reconsidered. 
Mr. Roy~ton moved to amend by striking out "ten," and in

serting "fifteen." 
UpQn the adoption of this amendment, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, .were 

as follow!!: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 

Howel, Jay, Royston, and Mr. President--9. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, 

• Wheeler and W right-7. 
Mr. Harbour moved to lay said resolution on the table. 
The yeas and nays were requested, and .being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Harbour, Howel, and Mr. }'rcsi· 

dent-4 
.19 
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Nays-Messn. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Es'y,Jay, Roys
ton, Sanford, Shiel~s, ~pringer~ &proU, Wht!eler and Wright-
12. 

So said motion was disagreed to. 
The question being on the adoptioThorthe resolution as amended, 
'The yeas and nays were re.quested, and being order-ed, were 

as follow.s : 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Craw.ford, Espy, Jay, Roys

ton, Sanford, Shields,'Springeo, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright, and 
Mr. President-13 • 

. N!l-ys-Messrs. Cassady, Harbour and Howel-B. 
. And said resolut.ion was adopted. 

The question then being taken separatel)' on concurring ill t.he
amendments made by a commil.tee of the whole Senate, to Sen
ate file No. 37, 

'Was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Cassady moved to strike out t.he·llth section of said bill. 
Upon which the yeas and nays were requested~ ami being.oc-

dered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradl~y, Cas&ady, Crawford, Harbour, JIIY, 

'Shields, and Sprott-7 
N'ays-Messrs. Alger, Howel, Royston, fijlnford, Wheeler, 

Wright and ¥r. President-7. 
. And said motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. Harbour moved to strike out.the 15th section of saidbiJl. 
Message from the House of Representati <'es QyMr. Leming

well, chief clerk • 
.Mr. Pruident-

I ani directed to inform the S~ate, ihat the House of Rep
res.entati\res has concurred ill the resolution of the Senate, pro
v lding for the adjournment of tlie General Assembl,y. on the 15th 
inst. 

. . The House of Representatives 'has passed, 
It R. file, No. 105, A bill for .an act, t.o. establish certain. ,. 

State roads therein named. . 
In which the concurrence of the Senate is request.ed. 

On mo~ion, 
The Seoote adjourue~ tin 2 o'clock, P. M. 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr. WrightofTered the following amendment to the 15th sec.-
tion of I 

Senate file, No. 39, Add, "That the amQunt 'of bonds issued 
by said Board, should never excee'd the value of said lands at 
$1 25-100 per acre. . 

Which was adopted: 
The question recurring On the. motion to strike out the 15th 

section of said bilt~ 
The yeas and nay' were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Shields, 

Springe,r, Sprott and Wheeler-8 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Crawford, Howel, Jay, Royston, San

ford, Wright and' Mr. President-8'. 
And said motion was disag(eed to. 

On motion of Mr. ROlston, . 
Said Dill was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time 

to-morrow. 
Mr. Espy, from the commiUee on enrolle.d billsh 

Reported 
Senate' file, No. 19, Joint Resolution to improve .the.De:! 

Moines and Rock river rapids, ~n the. Mississippi river •. 
Senate file, !,;o. 41, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act to provide for the management of the State Library, and 
the election of a lihrarian. 

Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution providing compensation 
for the commissioners appointed to select the Des Moines river 
lands. 

Senate file, No. 28, A bill for an act to authorize Wm. Green. 
to improve Cedar river, . 

• As correctly enrolled. 
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Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred 

H. R. file, ~o. 93, A bill for an act to compel persons enter
ing the improvements of settlers, to pay for the same, 

Reported the same back, and recommended its indefinite post
ponement, 

Which was agreed to. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lef

fmgwell, chief clerk: 
.lifr. Prtsident- . 
_ I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
.entatives ·has passed, . 

-H. R. file, No. 91, A bill for an net to locate a ccrtain State 
road therein nMDcd. 

H. R. file, No. 95, A bill for an act supplemcntal to an act 
entitled an act for the appointment and duties of Sheriffs, and 

H. R. file, No. 108, A bill for an act authorizing William F. 
Brackenridge, to construct a canal, 

Also, the following resolution: . 
Resolved, By the House, the Senate concurring, that the Secre

tary of State be required to furnish the officers of this House and 
the Senate, with the same stationery that has been furnished 
the members of said House and Senate, 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
On motion of Mr. Shields, 

H. R. file, No. 79, A bill for an act supplemental to the act 
of February 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amen
datory to an act to est~ l:>lish CJmmon schools, appro,ed, January 
16,1840, 

Was taken from the table, and 
Recommitted. 
Mr. Royston, on leave obtained, introduced 

·Scnate file, No. 51, Joint Resolution in relation to a mail' 
route, 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On hi,l motion, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said . Joint Resolution read a 
third time, passed, and title agreed to.. 
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H. R. file, N 0 •. 11: A bill for an act to preserve. the purity of 
elections, was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. W ri~t, 
Amended as follows: 
Add fo the 9th specification of section 2d, "unless the elector 

offering to vote out of his proper township, shall satisfy the judg
es by affidavit, or otherwise, that he is unable to. arrive at his 
own township, in time to vote, and that he did not leave the same 
for the purpose of voting out of his township, nor on any busi
ness connected with said election." 

Upon the adoption thereof, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, ,vere 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, Jay, Sanford, Wheeler, 

Wright, and Mr. President-7. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Espy, Ha.lIhour, Howel, 

Royston, Shields, Springer, and Sprott-9. . 
:Mi. Wright moved to strike out the 18th section of said bill. 
~on which: the yeas and nays were requested, and being or

dered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Jay, Royston, 

Sanford, Shields, Sprott, ~nd W right-9. 
Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Springer, 

Wheeler, and Ml\. President-7. 
And said motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Springer, . 
The 17th section of said bill was amended as follows: 
Insert after the word" who" thf( words" before or," 
Mr. Wright moved to amend the 6th section, as follows: 
Between the words" shall" and" open" in the first line, in~ 

sert "or mark the ballot of any elector, for the purpose of as-
certaining for whom the elector votes, or" . 

Which was agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

The 16th section of said bill was stricken out. 
Mr. Crawford movea to strike out the 2d· section. 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays being requelted, were 

or~ered, and were as follows: 
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Yealt-Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, Jay; Sanford, Shields .. 
Sprott and Wheeler-7. 

Nays-Messrs. Alger, Canady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, 
Royston, Springer, WTight, and 1\'[1'. President-9. 

A:nd the question was decided in the negative. 
Oltmotion of Mr. Cassady. 

Ordered to a third reading to-m2rrow. 
Mr. Harbour moved'to adjourn-. 
Disagreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 91, A. bill for an act vacating a part of'a eel"-

tain road, therein named, ' 
Was read a first and'seeondtime, and; 

'On motion of Mr. Wheeler, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill' read a third time, 

passed, and t~tle agreed to. . 
H. R. file, No. 95-, A bill-for-an act Itupplemental and amenda

tory to an act entitled' an act. for the appointment and,duties Of 
Sheriffs, . , 

Was read a·first andse90nd time, and; 
'On motion of Mr. Wright, 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary' 
H. R. file, No. 108, A billanthorizing William F~ Bre1!ken· 

ridge to make a cana~ 
Was read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Sprott, 
Referred to the committee on the JudiCiary. 
Mr. Bradley, from the select· committee, to whom was rekr

red 
Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Congress for the establish

ment of certain military posts, 
Reportild the same back, with joint resolution. 
The question being on concurring in the report of' the commit

tee, 
. Was decided in the affirmative. 
H. R. file, No. 105, A bill for~an act to establish certain state 

roads therein name~, 
Was read a first and second time. 
The question being on concurring in the resolution of the 
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House, granting, stationery to the officers of the G-enetal Assem
bly, ' 

Was decided in the negative. 
On motion of Mr. Crawford, 

Referred to the committee on Roads. 
On motion of Mr. Harbour, 

'The, Senate adjourned till to-morrow, ten o'clock, A .. M .. 

• 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUUARY -3, 1849.' 

Senate ,met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Bradley, presented the petition of G. C. Montague, and 

160 Other citizens of the State' of Iowa, pra,ying for the passage 
of a law, making it the duty of the Board of Commissioners·of 
the county of Jackson, to provide for the erection of a substan
tial and permanent bridge across the Maquoketa river, at Bridge
port, in Jackson county, 

Which was read for .information, and, 
On his motio:d, 

Referred to a 8ele('t committee, and 
Messrs. Bradley, Springer, and Harbour, were appointed said 

<:OJllmittee. 
Mr. Springer presented the a~count of Joseph T. Fales, for 

certain services required by law, and 
On his motion, 

. Referred to the committee on claims. 
Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 

was referred, 
H. R. file, No. lOS,· A bill for an act authorizing W. I'. Brack

enridge to make a canal, 
, Reported the same Qack without amendment, and recOJIll1lend. 

its passage; also, . 
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, H. R. file, No. 95. A bill for an act, supplemental :ond amend-, 
ato1:y to an act, entitled an act, for the appointment and duties of 
sheriffs. 

Mr. Howcl, from the committee on Roads, to whom was re-
ferred . \ 

The petition of John·W right and others, praying for a review 
of the State road, leading from Iowa City to Bloomington, 

Reported, -
Senate file, No. 52, ,A bill "for an act to establish a certain 

road, t~erein named, 
Which was read a first and second time, and, 

On his motion, 
Said bill was considered as engrossed, and ordered to a third 

reading to-morrow. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on elections, to whom was re

ferred, 
H. R. file, No. 35, A bill for an act, to amend an act, entitled 

an act, providing for, and regulating general elections, 
Reported the same back, with one amendment, and asked the 

concurrence of the Senate therein, 
Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the JUdiciary, to whom 

was referred Senate file, No. 17, A bill for an act relative to the 
. Penitentiary, and . 

Senate file, No. 46, A bill amendatory to mhct, relative to the 
Penitentiary, 

Reported a substitute. 
Senate .file, No. 57, A bill for an act relative to the Peniten

tiary, 
, Which was accepted, read a first and second time, and, 

On his motion, 
Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made a spe

cial order, for 2 o'clock, P. M. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief olerk • 
.. lIr. Presideni-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that.the House of Repre
sentatives has passed the following resolution: 

• • 
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nate concfirring houses mef.!t 
" ,in Housc of Repre hursday, the 

4th inst., at 2 o'clock P. M., for thc purpose of electing a State 
printer. ' 

The question' being &n concurring in the resolution adopted. 
by, the House, for a joint co~vention of the General Assembly, 

Was decided in affirmative. 
I- 1, A bill for an the purity of 

elec 
time, allll, 

Mr. Ccok, 
R he committee 0 

H ) 5, A bill for a ry of an ect, 
entitled an act providing for, and reguht.i.ng general elections, 

Was taken from the table, and, 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 
Referred to th~ committec on Elections, with instructions to 

incorporate tile provisions of the sam.e into H. R. file, No. 11, 
An the purity of El 

S 9, Memorial an 
gre~ 

W 
ishmcnt of certa 
d time, and, 

Mr. Bradley, 

tion to CQn-
I! , 

The 13th rule was suspended, said memorial read a third time.,. 
passed, and title agreed to. 

H. R. me, No 108, A bill authorizing W. F. Brackenridge, 
to make a canal, 

""Vas read a second time, and, 

o 
H 

ator 
sher 

o r f Mr. Wheeler, 
dreading to-mo 
, A bill for au a 

led an act, for tl 

W d time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Wright, 

Ordered to a third reading to-fllon:ow. 

and amend-. 
nd duties of 

)-lr. Crawford, from the committee on ~Ilcorporatiolls, to whom 
was referred 
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H. R. file, No. 90, A bill for aD act to amend an act,entitlea 
an actfor the incorporation of the town of' Bloomington, appro.
ed January 23d, 1839, . 

Reported the sam~ back, without amendmellt. 
·Said bill was read a second time, and, ' 

. On motion·of Mr. Alger, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
Mr. Royston, with the consent of the Senate, intNlduccd, 
Senate file Ng. 53, A bill for an act for the organizatioK of 

'·Lucas county, 
Which was read a first -and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The last section of said bill was stricken out, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
Referred to the committee, on new counties. 
Mr. Bradley, with consent, introduced 
Senate file, No. 54, A ·bill for an act to establisa normal 

'8chools, • 
Which WilS read a first and .second time, and, 
On his motion, 
Referred to a select committee, and, 
Messrs. Bradley, Jay, and Alger, were appointed·said«lm

mittee • 
•• Mr. Shi~lds, with the consent of the Benate, introduced 

Senate file, No. 55, A bill for an act to authori.ze R>ebert 
Bunker to keep a ferry' across the Mississippi river, at Banker's 
landing, in Clayton county, 

Which was read a first and seco~d time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Crawford, 

Ordered to be engrossed, and read a third time to-nwrrow. 
• Mr. Shields, on leave, introduced . 

Senate file, No. 56, A bill for an act to layout, and establish. 
a State roaft, from Dubuque city to Bunker's landing, ill Clayton. 
county, 

Which wall read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Bradley~ 

Said bill was considered as engrossed, and 
Ordered to a. third reading to-morrow. 
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Message from the House of RepresentaHves, by Mr. Lefting
well, chief clerk: 
;M1', Presidtnt-,. 

I herewith-present for-your signature, 
H .. R; file, No. 80, ~n act to create the fifth judicIal district. 

, H. R. file, No. 75, An act to locate a state road leading frolB 
Burlington in Des Moines county, to,F~rt Madison in Lee 
~ounty. ' 

H •. R. file, No. 65, An act relative to the decree of partition 
of the Half Breed Tract of land, situated in Lee county: 

Substitute for H. R. file, No" 69, JoiDt Resolution for a mail 
l'.6ute. . 

H. R. file, No. 32, An act to authorize William P. Wikon til 
keep a ferry across the Des Moines river, at MOBterey. 

H. R. file, No. 88, An act legalizing the acts of the county 
commissioners court, of Des Moines COWlty. 

H.R. file, No. 89, An act to locate a.State roatl, therein na-. 
mad. 

H. R. file, .N.o. 77, An act ta authorize Israel Atherton, to es
tablish and kee¥ a ferry across the Mississippi river, at a point 
in Scott county. opposite Cordovia, in the State of Illinois. 

The same having pas,Sed both branches of the General Assem
bly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House Of 
Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
H; R. file,.No. 58, A bill for an act regulating grocery license~" 
Was taken from the table, and read a second time, and 
Mr. Cook, moved to amend the first section of said bill, by ad

ding: "Provided that the commissioners, in each and every 
county, in this State, may in their discretion, refuse to grant li~ 
cense to any person." 

Upon the adoption of which, 
The yeas and nays were requested,and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs •. Alger. Cook, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Spring-

er,. Wheeler, Wright, and Mr. President-9. . 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawf.ord, Espy, Harbollr, 

Howel, Shields, and Sprott-8. 
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And soid amendment was adopted, 
On motion of Mr. Sprott, 

The word "forty" was stricken out from the first section of. 
said bill, and ". fifty" inserted. 

Mr. Cassady, moved to strike out" fiftyt aRd insert "twen-
ty-five," ' • 

Which motion was decided as out of order. 
The question to strike out, being entertained, 
Mr. Springer desired to appeal from the decillion of the chair, 
Which being granted, 
The question was upon sustaining said decision, and· . 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered,. wer& 

as follows: . 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Espy, Ilowel, and Royston 

-.5 .. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Crllwf~rd, Harbour, Jay; San

for.d, Shields~pringer, Sprott, Wheeler, and Wright-lI. 
So the decision was not sustained. 

0n motion of Mr. Wright, 
Said bill was. refe~red to a seleot committee, and, 
Messsrs. Wright, Crawford, Jay, Cassady, and Espy, were-

appointed said committee. 
Mr.. Shields, frDDl the committee on ellgrossed bills, 
Reported, . 
Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act. amendatory or an acf 

'creating a Board of' Public Works, approved, February 24, 1847, 
and repealing an act supplemental thereto, approved, January 
24,,1848, 

As correctly engrossed. 
On motion,·. 

The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock P. M'. 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr. Espy, gave notice, that he would on to-morrow, or some 
subsequent day, ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize the 
erection of a plank road from the town of Montrose, to Keo
kuk, in Lee county. 

Mr. Shields, from the committee on Schools, to whom was 
referred;' 

H. R. file, No. 79, A bill for an act supplemental to the act of 
February 25, 1847, entitled an act supplemental and amendato
ry to an act to establish common Schools; approved J anuarjr 
16,1840, 

Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto, 
Which were concurred in. 
Senate file, No. 57, A.hill for an act in relation to the Peni-

tentiary, being the special order, . 
The Senate re·solved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 

Alger in the chair, 
'And after some tlme spenttherein, 
The committee rose, and by their chairman, 
Reported the same back,. with sundry amendments thereto, 

aDd asked the concurrence of the Senate therein, 
Which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr .. Wright, 
Said bill was ordered to a. third reading, day after to-morrow. 
Mr. Espy, with consent, introduced, 
Senate file, No. 61, Preamble and Resolution, 'relative to the 

territory of the United States, 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his mo~ion, 
Made a special order for a committee of the whole Senate, on 

Saturday next. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk. 
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.Mf siilen 
I irect infor Sena at. the se of f!-

sentativcs has passed, . 
II. R. file, No. g6, J oint Resolution accepting a grant of land:: 

the name 
file, 02, f~r 'a to reI and e d a 

certain road therein named. 
II R file, N 104, A 'n for a to auth 'ze the ty 

COl ioner rt of Moine nty to a vo en 
in relatIOn to havlllg a court house built in said county. 

II: R. file, No. 110, Joint. Resolution for a mait route frolft 
Be , in son y, to pende in B nan 
cou 

H. R. file, No. 113, A bill for an act authorizillg an addition
al t f r Sta • rpoie 

:file, No. 118, A bill for an act to authOrize the record
er of Jones county to transcribe the records of said county. 

of wI he co ence e Sell s resp Iy 
req d. 

I hcx:ewith rcturn 
Senate file No. 29, A bill for an act 

of ropos made ongre 
as a tate, into the Cnion. 

and ordinance accepting 
n the sion 0 a, 

Th!} same h.·wing passed the House of Bepresentath:es, with. 
the wing ldme wit: e .sec seetio r 
the 5 " la ar," i "and ar w reat B " 

Mr. Sanford, on leave obtained, introduced, 
Senate file, No. 58, A· bill for an act to fix the lac!}s, Gf hold~ 

ing distric rt in Buren ty, 
Ie 1 was rell a first ancI second tUlle, alld, 

On his motion, 
red to omm on the ciary 
ook, ve 'ob d, int ed, 

Senate file, No. 59, A bill for an act to provide for the pay_. 
ment of the expenses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cam-
me fugit om j from tate nnsyl 

IC was rea a first and second hme. 

I. 
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On his motion, 
Referred to the committee on Claims. 
Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory of an act 

'creating a Board of Public Works, approved February 24, 
1847, and repcaling an act supplememental thereto, approved 
February 24, 1848; was read a third time. 

The'question being on the passage of said bill, 
The :yeas and nays were, requested, and being ordered, were 

'fUI follows! 
Yea's-Messrs. Alger, Cook, Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, 

W~ight, and Mr. President-8: .i 

Nays~Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 
Shields, Springer, Sprott, and W4eeler-9. 

And the question was decided in the ,negative. 
Mr. Royston, with the consent or the Senate, introduced' 
Senate file, No. 60, A bill for an act to legalize and extend 

additional claim~ on the Des Moines river lands, 
Which was read a first aml second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Referred to a select committee; tind 
Messys. Harbour, Wright, and Bradley, were appointed said 

committee, . 
On Dlotion of Mr. J uy, 

Resolved, That the committee on schools be instructed to en-

quire into the expediency efincorpo\"atng in~ the schoollu\ ... ; a.. 
provision making a special appropriation accruing out of the 
interest of the School FUnd, to provide for the education of muteSt 
in this State, if any. 

Mr. Crawford having been called to the chair, Mr. Selman 
introduced, . 

Senate file, No. 62, A bill for an act to amena an act crea
ting a board of public works, 

W4ich was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Selman, 

Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the 
special order for to-morrow at 10 o'clock, A. M. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 
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THURSDAY, MORNING, JANnARY, 4,1849. 

Sennte met pursuant to adjournment. 
, Mr. Wheeler, presented the petition of F. B. Blrecker, and 

twenty-frve other citizens of Clinton county, praying for an act 
to authorize Augustus Phelps to establish'and keep a ferry across 
the l\fississippi. river, at the town of Lyons, in Qlinton county, 

Which was read for informati~n, and 
On his motion, 

Laid on the table. 
Mr,. Springer presented the memorial of Wm. G. Woodward, 

of the revising committe~, , ' 
Which was read for informatioll, and 

On his motion, 
Referred to a lIelect committee, and 

I Messrs. Springer, Bradley, and Wheeler, were appointed said 
committee. . . 

Message from the House .of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-
well, c!uef clerk • 
.iJ.fr. Presidtnt-

I herewith return 
Senate file, No. lD, Joint Resolution for all appropriation to 

improve the Des Moines and Rock River Rapids, in the Missis
sippi river. 

Senate file, No. 28, An act to. authorize William Greene, his 
heirs or assigns, to improve Cedar river, by the erection of a 
dam and lock. 

Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution, providing compensation 
for the commissio~erS appointed to select the Des Moi~es rivet 
lands. 

Senate file; No. 41, An act to amend an act to provide for the 
management of the State Library, and the election of a librarian, 
approved February'15, 1847. 

The same having received the signature of the speaker of 
the House of Representatives. 
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On motion· of, Mr. E~ py , ." . 
'rhe vote take1l on yesterday, on the passagc of 
Senate file, No. 37, A bill for an act amendatory of art act 

to amend an act entitled an act, to create a board of publilf 
works, approved February 24th, 1847, and repealirtg an act \ 
amendatory thereto, approve4 February 24th, 1848; 

Was reconsidered, and, 
On motion of Mr. Sanford, 

Referred·to a sclect committee, and, 
Messrs. Sanford, Alger, Cook, Howel, Jay, Royston; Wright! 

and Selmanj . , 
Were appointed said committee. 
Mr .. Howel, from the committee on Roads, to whom was re .. 

ferred the petitilm of George C. Anderson, praying the estab
lishment of a State road from Keokuk j to intersect the road 
from Glasgow to F~rfield in Jefferson county, 

Reported 
Senate file, No. 63, A bill for an act to establish a "State road 

therein name, 
On motion of Mr. Sanford, 

Laid on the table. 
Mr. Shields, from the c;ommittee on Engrossed bills, 
Reported. • 
Senate file, No. 55, A bill to authorize Robert Bunker; his 

heirs and assigns, to keep a ferry aaross the Mississippi river; 
at Bunker's landing, in Clayton county, . 

. As correctly engros!ted. 
1\:[r. 'Wheeler, with lca\'el introduced 'I 

Senate file, No. 64, A bill for an act to authori21e 'A., Phclp~, 
to keep a ferry at the town of Lyons, in Clinton county, 

Which was read a first and second time, and, 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on Incorporaticns ... 
Mr. Sanford, from the select committee to whom 'was ref'eM"cri 
The communication of His Excellency, Governor Briggs;ac.~ 

companying a letter from Captain Roberts, rnitod States rifles, 
presenting to the State of Iowa a sword and set of armour, tro~ 
·phies taken ill the late war with lVI~xico, reported . 

21 • 
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Senate file, .No. 65, Joint. Resolution of -thanks to c.ptain 
Robert!;; , 

The question being on eon.urring-in the rtlport.of the cOlllntlt
~, 

Was decided· in tlie afti1~mativ8. 
Mr. Harbour, from the committ¥ on new.oounties, to ,whom 

wall referred ' I 

Senate file, No. 58, A bill for an act for the organization of 
Lucas county, 

':Reported the same back, without amendment, and recemmen-·· 
dea its passage. 

Mr. Bradley, from·the committee on the JudiCliary,.to -whom 
was referred 

,Senate file, No. 58"A gill for an, act to fix t~ plaees .of:held
i!lg di.trict oourts in -VanBuren cotlnty, 

Reported the same back, without amend~nt, and,recommen
ded its pass.age. 

Seute file, .No. 62, A hill for an act to amend an act .creating
~ aBoard of' Public Works, approved February 24, 1847! 

Being in special order, 
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, for 

thc consideration thereof, 
)OIr. 'Sprott in tl1e chair; 
And after some time spent therein, 
The committee rese,.and by their chairman, 
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments, and asked 

th~ concurrence of'the Senate therein.; 
Which was agreed to. 
l\oIr. Royston moved to stllike out the foUrth section of said 

bill • 
. Upon this question, 

The yeas a}ld nays werc requested, and beiug ordered, were 
as follows ; 

Yea5~Mesllrs. Alger, Cook, Espy, Howel, Jay, Royston, 
Sanford, Springer,Sprott, Wheeler and Wright-ll. 

Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Harbour, Shields 
and Mr. President--6. 

And the q1l8stioDwas deeided in the affirmative. 
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Message from' the ·Hbuse of Represenatives, by Mr. Leffing
well, chief clerk • 
.J-Ir. President-

I-am directed to iniOrm·the Senate; thntthe' House of Repre-
sentatives has passed I 

Hi R,.1ne~ No. 121, Joint Resolution for a-mail route. 
H. R. file, No. 124, Joint Resolution for a mail route from 

, Sabula, in Jackson county, to Cascade in Du Buque county. 
, H. R. file, No. 125, A bill fol' an act to provide for a, loan caf 

the school fund, arising from the sale of public lands. 
1I. R. file, No. 127;.Joint Resohttion in relation to a change 

of.:·mail'co1l'Veyance. 
-. H. R. file, No. 129"A, biH'for an act amendatory to an act ell'
tiUM an act creating a Board of Public Works, and prov.iding 
for the improvement of the Des Moines river . 
. H. R. file, No. 100, A bill for an act to amend an act to'pro

ville for collecting pevenue, for' State and county purt>oses. 
In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
M!I'. Royston ,moved to strike out. all after the word "im

provement," in the second line in'the second section, to the won! • 
" and," in the third line •. 

Upon this question, • J 

The yeas and nays weFe requested, and being ordered, were 
as· foHt)\-YS : • 

Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook,Jlalfbottl', Howel, Jay, 
Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, Wrigbt, 
aOO Mr. President-14. 

Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Crawford,.aBd Espy,-3. 
And said amendment, was agreed to., 
Mr. Royston moved to strike·out the words, "twenty-five~' 

in the second line of tha first section, and.inlert ,,' fifty /' 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and 

being ordered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Harbour, Howel, Jay, 

Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer. Sprott, Wheeler, Wright, 
and Mr. President-13~ 

Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Crawford, and E5py~3. 
And the amendment 'was agreed to • 

• 
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Mr. Royston moved to strike out" ten;' i;1 the ie\'enth line 
in the third section, and insert" twenty-five:" 

Upon this question, 
The yeas and nays were rec:luelted, and being ordered, Were 

as follows: \ 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Sprott, and 

Wright.-6. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Cook. Crawford, Espy,' 

Harbour, Howel, Shields, Springer, Wheeler, and Mr. Presi
uent-II. 

And said amendment was disagreed to • 
. Mr. Royston moved to aID end the sixth section by adding 

".Provided, That the bonds thus to be executed, shall never'be 
soid, _pledged, or otherwise disposed of, for a lesi sum than that 
liet out on the face.'-' 

-Upon which question, 
The.yets and.nays were requested, .and being ordered, were 

as follows! 
yeas ....... Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Crawford, 

Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, 
Sprott, Wheeler, Wright, and Mr. President-I6. 
N!ys-O~ 

- And said amendment was' agreed to. 
Mr. Alg~r moved to amend the sixth section, by adding, 

"Provided further, That the State shall in no case become lia~ 
ble for the payment of said bonds." 

Upon this question, the yea$ and nays were requelited, and 
being ordered, were as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, CrawfQrd, 
Espy, Harbour, HoweI,Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Spring
er, Sprott,-WheeIer, Wright, and Mr. President-17. 

Nays-O. 
And ~aid amendment was adopl ed. 
Mr. Royston moved to strlke out section two, and insert 
Senate file, No. 60, A bill for an act to extend additiODai 

claims upon the Des Moines river lands. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M • 

• 
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Meuage from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing': 
well, chief clerk: ' 
Mr. President-

I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 47, which has passed the House, with the fol-

lowing amendment: " 
In section six, strike out the word "passage," and insert the 

words "publication according to law," and 
H. R. file, No. 107, A bill for an act to provide for the pay-

ment of jurors in the district courts of Lee county. 
In which the concurrence of the Senl1te is requested. 
Also; 
The House of Representatives has passed 
Senate file, No. 49, Memorial and Joint Resolution for the 

establishment of certain military posts, without amendment. 
On motion of Mr. Wright, 

The amendment proposed by Mr. Royston, to 
Senate file, No. 60, was so amended ·as to read, "said lands 

shall not be sold for a less price than $1 25-100 per acre." 
On motion of M!. Wright, 

Said bill and amendments were laid on the table. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on enrolled bills, 
Reported 
Senate file, No. 39, An act to authorize the Supreme Court to 

hold special terms. 
Senate file, No. 3-2, An act to establish a State road therein 

named. 
Senate file, No. 40, An act to authorize the Secretary of State 

to collect and arrange certain papers in his office. 
Senate file, No. 31, An act to authorize the Auditor of State 

to audit and allQw expenses of the Supl'eme Court, . 
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As correctly enrolled. . 
MI'. Shields. with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 66, A hill for an actto pr~vide forthe rel_-

tion oNhe county seat of Clayton county, 
Which was read a first and second time, and 
Said bill was considered' as engrossed, and 
Ordered to a third ~ading to~morrow. 
Mr. Alger, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 67, A bill for an act making an appropriatiOn 

for. the public buildings at Iowa City, 
, Which was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Cassady,. 
• Laid on the table. 

Mr. Espy, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 68, A bill for an act for the constructi6nDh· 

plank road from Montrose to Keokuk, in l:.ee county •. 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

Laid on the table. 
Mr. Cook, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 69, A bill for an act-to incorporate the towno£.' 

Cedar Rapids, in Linn county, 
Which was read a first and sec~nd'tiine, and 

On his motion, 
Referred to the committee on Incorporations. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by My. Lefti1'lg-· 

well, chief clerk. 
Mr. President-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-. 
sentatives is now ready to receiVe tllem in joint convention,.. 
for the election of a State printer. 

On. motion of Mr: Crawford, 
The Secretary was requested to inform the House, that the· 

President and members of the Senate would meet tlte House ot' 
Representatives forthwith, in the hall of the House. 
, The Secretary having performed that duty, 

The Senate, preceded by its President, Secretaries and Ser
geant-at-arms, 

Repair~d to the hall of the House. 
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'The Senate having taken the seats '8Ssigned them, 
The J>resident announced the purpose of the convention, and, 

• The roll was called, when it appeared that ' 
Messrs. Browning and Fear, were absent, 
'Who were excused' by the unanimous consent of the conven

.tiOD. 
The convention then proceeded, by unanimous consent, to the 

choice or State printer, 
Messrs. Springer and Carse actillg'as tellers. 
The roll of the convention having been called, and all the 

members present having ~oted, 
It appeared, that Messrs. Palmer aDd Paul had receh'ell thir

ty-seven votes, 
" Horace Greeley one vote, 

Martin Van Buren one vote, 
Ballard & Moriarty four votes, 
Mr. Pipingin four votes, 
Blank four votes, , 
R. W. Ogden one vote, 
Old Hawk one vote, and 
Howel and Cowles one vote. • 
Those voting for Mes1lr8. Palmer ,aRd Paul, were 
Messrs. Alexander, Alger, Babbit, Baker, Betts, Bonham, 

Bradley, CaS'Sady, Collins, Corse, Crawford, Davisson, Elmer. 
Espy, Evans, Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harrison, Harbour, How- ' 
el, Jacobs, Langton, Mahony, McFarland, Morton, Penny, 
Read, Riggs, Royston, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Walker, Wey
and, Wood and Mr. President. 

Mr. Allison voted for H. Greeley, 
Mr. Bourne voted for Martin Van Buren, 
Messrs. Burroughs, McCrary,' Sanford and Wheeler voted for 

Ballard and Moriarty. . 
Messrs. Cook, Jay, McManaman and Timmons voted for 

Mr. Pipingin, of Cedar county. 
Messrs. Springer, Stevenson, Woodworth and Williams voted • 

blank. 
Mr. Sprott voted fur R. W: Ogdc~l. 
~Ir. Thompson voled for Old Hawk. 
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Mr. Wright voted for Howel and Cowles. 
'fhe President announced that Messrs. Palmer and Palll, ed

itors and publishers of the Iowa· Capital Reporter, havi~ re.
ceived a·majority of all the votes cast, 

Were elected State printers in and for the State of Iowa. 
The purpose for which the joint conventio~ assembled, having 

'been accomplished, 
The Senate, in order, returned. 
On motion of Mr. Br&dley, 
The vote taken on 
Senate file, No. 68, A bill for an act for the construction of 

a'plaRk road, . ~ 
On motion to .lay on the table, 

Was reconsidered, and, 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 

Said bill was referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Espy, Sprott and Jay, were ,appointed said commit-

• tee. 
Mr. Shields, with lea.ve, introduced 
Senate file, No. 70,·A bill for an act to prdvide for'the ma

king of a rail road from Dubllque to Keokuk, 
~Which was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, 
Referred to a select eommittee, and 
Messrs. Crawford, Shields, Cook, Alger and Sprott 
Were appointed said committee. 
Mr. Alger, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution for the appointment of 

a.librarian, ' 
Which was read a first and second time, and . 

On: motion of Mr. Harbour, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said joi~t resolution read a 

third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 56, An act to layout and establish a State 

road from Dubuque city to 'Bunker's landing in Clayton county, 
Was read a third time, passed! and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 52, A bill for an act to establish a State road 

therein n~med, .. 
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Was rend a third tittie, passed and title agreed to. 
H. :(t. file, No. 95, A bill for an aCUupplcmentalandamend

etory to an a~t entitled an aCt for the appointment and duties of 
sheriffs, 

Was,read a third time; passed and title agreed to. 
H. R. file; No. 90, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act to incorporate the town of Bloomington, approved Janu-
ary 23, 1849~' ' 

'Vas read a third time, passed and titre agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 108; A bill rof- an act to authorize W. F. 

Brackenridge to make Ii canal, 
Was read a third time, passtld a.nd Htle agrced to. 
Senate file, No. 55, A bill for an act to authorize Robert Bun

ker, his heirs and assigns, to keep a ferry across the Mississip
pi river, at Bunker's lauding in Clayton county, 

Was read a third time, passed and tltle agreed to. 
On motion taf Mr. Wright, 

Senate file, N 0 .. 62, A bill for an aCt to amend an aCt ereati.ng 
a Board of Public Works.; approved' February 24, IH47; 

'Was taken from the table and referred to a select committ~e, 
.and 

Messrs. Wright, SaRfoid, Harbour, Cassady and Bradiey, 
Were appointed said committee • 

.on motion of Mr. Sanford, 
Senate file, No. 58, A bill for an act to fix the places of hold-

ing the district court in • Van Buren county, . 
Was read a second time, and 

On his motion, 
The 13th rule was suspended and said bill read a third time. 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were' 

as follows: ' 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady; Cook, Howel, Jay, Roys

ton, Sanford, Springer, Sprott and Wheeler-IO 
Nays-Mes~rs. Crawford, Shields and Wright-a. 
An4 said bill was passed and title agreed to. 

On motion, 
The Senate udjollrned, till 10 o'clock, to .... morro\v Inorning. / 

22 
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: Senate met, pursuant to adjouFlllpent. , 
Mr. Wright, from the select committee, to \vhOln 

'red 
was refer-. 

-Senate file, No. 62, A bill for·an act providing for the re-or
ganization of the Board of Public Works, and rep~aling so mucb 
of such acts as conftict with the provisions of the same, 

Reported the same back, with sundry 'amendments thereto, 
and asked the concurrence of the S~nate therein, 

'Which was agreed to. 
On his motion, 

'Sa.id bill was ordered to be engrossed, 4\lld read a third time 
too-morrow. I 

Mr. Springer, from the select ,committee, to whom was re
ferred the memorial of Wm. G. ·WoodV"ard, one of the revising 
committee, 

Reported 
The following resolution: 
Resolved, That the committee on Ways and MeanB~ be insruc

tad to insert in the appropriation bill; an appropriation afthe 
stim of five hundred dollars, for each,member of the committee 
of revisi~n, as a compensation in part f{)r their services in draft
ing, revising and preparing a code of laws for the State of Iowa, 

Which was adopted. 
Mr. Crawford, from the committee 011 Incorporations, to whom 

was referred 
Senate file, No. 54, A bill for an act to authorize A. Phelps 

to keep a ferry across the Mississippi river, at ihe town of Ly
ons, in Clinton county, 

" Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage. ' 

Mr. Espy, from the committee on Elections, to whom was 
referred 
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H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to preserve the purity 
of elections, and 

H. R. file., No. 35, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 
an aat providing for and regulating general elections, -

.Reported the same back, without nmendment, and recom
mended their' passage. 

Mr. Wheeler, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 72, A bill for an act to authorize R. R., 

Jenlis to erect a toll bridge across the Wapsipinicon river, 
Wllieh was read a fIrst and second time, and 

On his motion, 
Said bill was read·a third time, passed; and title agreed to. 
Mr. Espy, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
S~rtate file, No. 68, A rull for an'act fpr the construct,ion of 

a plank road from. Montrose·to Keokuk, in Lee county, 
Reported the same back, without amendmen~, and recommen

ded its passage. 
Mr. Wright, on leave obt~ined, introduced 

, Senate file, No. 73; A bill for an act fixing the times of hold
ing the district courts of this State, 

Which was read a first and second time .. 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

'l'he last gection was amended, by striking out. the words 
" Jackson 06unty Democrat, ~ and inserting" Miners' ·Expes!." 

011 motion of Mr. Cook, 
Said section was further amended, by striking out the" Iowa 

State Gazette," and insert" I,nova Capit~l Repo,rter." 
. Mi'. Wright moved . 

That the 13th rule be suspended, said· bm be ordered to be 
illgroilsed, and read a third time this afternoon. 

Mr. Espy moved 
That said bill he ordered to a- third 'reading on Monday next .. 
The·question being on reading said bill on Monday next,_ 
Was decided in the negative. . 
The qliestion then recurring on the suspeneion of the rule, 

and orftermg said bill to be engrossed, nnd t'ead'a third time this. 
afternoon. 

Was decided in the affirmative. 
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Mr. SMelds, pn leave obtained, i,ntroduccd 
Senate file, No. 74, A bill for a. special act, for the ~o,~.nty of 

Du Buque, 
Whi~h was read a first andse~ond time, and 

qn motion of MI;"~ Crawford, , 
Said bill was consi<l~red as el)g~ossed, and ordered ~o a third 

reading to-morrow. 
, Mr. Springer, on ~;lVe obtained, ~ntroduced 

Sell,l\te file, No. 75, A bill for an act to allow ~ people of 
Iowa, to express their opinion upon the subject of a conventio~ 
to amend the constit~tion of th~s State, 

Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, ' 

Referred to a comql,ittee of the whole Senate, and made the. 
,pecial order for Monday next,' at two o'clock, P. M. 
Mr~ Springer, with leave, introduced 
Senate fil~, No. 76, A bill for an act for the relief of occupy

ing claimants of land, 
I Which was read a first an~ second time, and . . . 

On his m,otion, 
Referred to the committ~e on, the J udicia~y. 
Senate file, No. 57, A bill for un act relath:e to the Peniten-

tiMY, , 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agree.d to. 
Senate file, No. 66, A bUI for an act to provi:de for the re-lo-

~ation of the county seat of Clayton county, . , , 
Was read a third time, passed, all-d title agreed. to. 
H: R. fil~~ No. 79, Abill.-for an aRt supplem~ntal to the !let 

of February 25, 1847, el)titl~d an act, supplemental and amend
atory to an act to establish common schools, approved Janua'l 
16, 1840, WaS read a second time, and . 

On motion of Mr. W z:ight, 
The Sena~ ~esolved itself into a com~ittee of the whole, 
M~. Co~kin the chair. . . 
And after ~ome time- speJ!,t therein, 
The committee rose; and by their chai~an 
~eported the same back 'Y~~out ~nd~ent, ;p1~ reco~,nd-. 

ed its ~sage. 

. ' 
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Mr: Hilfbour moved to adjourn, ~bich was disagreed to. 
Mr~ Wright moved to amend the 7th section, by :strik~ng Qub 

~be proviso to said section. 
Mr. Jay moved to ~end tl~~ p,foviso, by stri~l\lg out th~ 

word" interest," 
Whi~h was disagreec1 to. 
The question being taken on the amendment propos cd by Mr~ 

Wright, . 
The y!!~s and na.ys 'were requested,. and being ordered, were 

as follo\V~ : 
Yeas-Messrs. Espy, Sanford, Wright and Mr. President-4~ 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, ~radley, Cas.sady, Crawford, Espy, 

Harbour~ Howel, Jay, R?yston, Shields, Springer" Sprot~ and. 
Wheeler-:-13. 

And the amend~ent was disagreed, to. 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

~ai,d bill was ordered to a third reading to-mQrrow. 
On motion, 

T~e Sellate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

TWO O'CLOCK, P., M. 

Senate, met pu,rsuant to adj9urnmeI}-t. 
Mr. Cook, on leave, introduced 
Senate file, 'No. 81, 'A hill for an act to improve the br~'ed of 

hogs, 
\'VhiC?h was read a first and second time. 
Mr. Cook moved to refer said bill to the committee on INcor

porations, 
Which was, disagreed to. 
Mz:., Craw,ford moved to ref~r sai,d, l,lill to t1w.c:om~ittee Oll! 

~nt.ernal Improyement~. 

~~agreed t.!?, ' 
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On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Said bill was laid on the table, and made subject to the order 

of the Senate. 
Mr. Wright, from the seloot committee to whom wa!! referred 
H. R. file, No. 58, A bill for an act to regulate grocery li

ccnses, 
Reported the same bacl" with sundry amendments, and asked 

the concurrence of' the Senate therein. 
The question being· taken on concurring separately in the 

amelldmcnts, 
U p:m the question of striking out" frfty, "'in the first section, 

:mu inserting" twenty-five," 
• The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 
as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Crawfc..rd", Harbour, Howel, Roy
, ston, Wright and Mr. President-7. 

Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Jay, Shields, Springer, 
Sprott and Wheeler-So 

And said amendment was disagreed to. 
The other amcndments proposed by the committee, were con~ 

curred in. 
On motion of' Mr. Springer, 

The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time~ 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The ycas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were· 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Royston, 

Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott', Wheel~r and Wright-It: 
Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Har?our, HO"Nel, Jayand. 

Mr. President--6. 
So said bill was .passcd, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Shields, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported' 
Senate file, No. 73; A bill for an act fixing the times of the 

district courts, as correctly engrossed, and· 
Said bill was read a third time. 
Mr. Espy moved to refer to a select commitl;ee, 
Which was disagreed to. . 
The question being on the passage of said bill; . 
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,The seas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 
as follows: 

\ 

Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Crawford, 
Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Wheeler and 
Wright-lB. 

Nays-:Messl·s. Espy, Harbour, Sprott and Mr. President-4. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk: 
Mr. President-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre-
sentatives has passed . 

H. R. file, No. 98, Joint Resolution relative to books in t!:;e 
Library. 

H. R. file, Ko. 122, A bill for an act to repeal an act entitled 
",an act for the relief of the poor." 

H. R. file, No. 13~, A bill for an.act to incorporate the town 
of Guttenburgh. 

H. R. file, No. 135, A bill for an act to establish a State road 
from the Mississippi river, i:l Clayton county, to Quasqueton, in 

/ 
Buchanan county. : 

In which the conc~rIence of the Senate is requested. 
I herewith return . 
Senate file, No. 50, A bil~ for an act to vacate a part of the 

town of Pittsb1lrg, in Van Buren county. 
Senate file, No. 57, Joint Resolution for a mail route, and 
Senate file, No. 71, Joint Resolution for the appointment of a 

Librarian. 
The same having passed the House of Represent&tives, with

out amendment. 
I herewith return 
Senate file, No'. 31, All act tQ authorize the Auditor of State, 

to audit and allow the expenses of'the Supreme Court'. 
Senate file, No. 32, An act to establish a State road therei.n 

named. 
, Senate file, No. 39, An act to authorize the Supreme Court 

to hold special terms. . 
Senate file, No. 40, An act to authorize the Secretary of 

State, to collect and arrange certain papers ill his office. .~ 
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Thc same having received the signature of the Speaker of the 

HOlise of' Reptusentatives. 
I herewith present for your signature; 
H~ R. file, No. 68, An act to restrain swine from running at 

large in Clinton county. 
H. R. file, No. 76, Ali act to fund the debt of the State. 
H. R. file, No. 78, An act to extend the time for putting in 

the lock in the Iowa City manufacturing company mill dam; 
H. R. file, No: 91; An act vacating'a part of a certain fimd 

therein named; 
The same having pailsed both branches of the General As

sembly, and received the signature of the Speaker of the House 
of ReprElsentatives. 

Mr. Sanford, on leave; introdnced 
Senate file, No. 77, A bill for an act to authorize Chancy G. 

Dibble to keep a ferry across the Des Muines river at Farming
ton, ill Van Buren county, 

Which was read a first and sectmd time; and 
On hill motion, 

The 13th rttle was suspended, and said bill read a third time. 
The question being on the passage of said bill, 
The yeas and nays werl! requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: . 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger; Cassady, Cook; Espy, Howel, Roys

ton, Sanford, Springer, Sprott and Wheeler-10. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley" Harbour, Shields, Wright and M~·. 

President-5. . 
And !laid bill waS passed mid title agreed to. 
Mr. Espy gave notice that he would on to-morro\\!: or some 

subsequent day, introduce a. bill for the establishment of a court 
in Lee county, to be sty led the Keokuk city court. 

Mr. Cassady, with leave, introduced 
Senate file,- No. 78, A bill for an act to authorize C. J. Mc

Farland, his heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a ferry 
across the Mississippi river, at Montro)e, in Lee county. 

Mr .. Sprott moved to refer said bill to the committee on Ineor
'porations •. 

Which was disagreed to. 
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On mOLioll of 1\1r. Springer, 
'The 13th rule was suspended and said bill read a third time. 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested and being ordered, 'Were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassauy, Roystcn und San10rd-3. 
Nays-~ressrs. Albcr, Bnidley, Cook, Espy, lIarhour, 

Shields, Sprip~er, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright and Mr. ?resident 
-11. 

And the question was aecidcd in the nebativo. 
Mr. Cook, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 79, A bill for an act to authorize James H. 

Gower, Charles "V. Gower and Robert Gower, or their beir. 
()r assigns, to improve Cedar riYer by a leek and dam) 

'Which was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on Incorporations. 
H. R. file, No. 110, Joint Resolution for a mail route from 

Bellvuc in J acbon county, to Independence in Buchanan county, 
\-Vas read a first and secend time, and 

On motion of Mr. BrauleYl 
The 13th rule was 3uspcnded, said bill ret!d a third time, pc,ss· 

ell and tit.le agreed to. 
H. R. file, No, 104, A bill for :m act to authorize the com· 

missioners, court in Des Moines county, to have a vote taken in 
relation to having a court house built in saideounty, 

Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 

The 13th rule was suspenued, said bill read a third timt', 
passeQ, and title abroed to . 

• . H.' R. filc, No. 113, A bill for an act authorizing an addition
al tax for state purposes\ 

Was read a first and sec;ond time, ana 
On motion of Mr. Crawford, 

The 13th rule was sus~ended, said bill read a third time, pass
eel anel title agreed to. 

H. R. file, No. IlS, A bill for an act to authorize the recorder 
of Jones county, to transcribe the records of said cou~ty, 

23 . 
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Was read a first and 'second time, amI 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Bradley, Wheeler and Cook were app-ointed said 

< committee. 
H. R. file, No. 96, Joint Resolution for a grant of lImd th"re

'·in named, 
. Was read a -first and second tinre, and 

. On motion of Mr. Springer, 
Referred to the committee on Federal Relllt!ons. 
H. R. file; No. 102, A bill for an act to reo-locate and extend 

. a certa;.n road therein named, 
Was read a first and second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Cassady, 
The l!lth hlle 'was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass

o tid and title agreed to. 
Senate file; No. 29, A bill for al'l act and ordinance accepting 

tlte proposition made by Congress1'On the admission of Iowa as 
. a State into t.he Union, was read as lam ended bythc House. 

On motion 0.£ Mr. Springer, 
Laid on the table, subject to the order of the Senate. 
Senate file, No. 65~ Joint Resolution of thanks ·toCllptain 

B. S. Roberts, . 
Was read a secon'd time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sprott, . 
The 13th'rule 'was suspended, said joint resolution read a 

. third time, passed and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 53, A bill for an act for tlte organization of 

;Lucas county, 
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr.' Royston, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pals

'ed and title agreed to. 
H. R.file, No. 107, A bill for an aetto provide (or the pay-

)nent of jurors in the district courts cf Lee county, , 
Was read a ·firi\t and second time, and . ~ .. , 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
Referred to a selcct committee, and 
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Messr~. Espy, Sprott and H{lwel wQre appointed 'said com- . 
mittee. 

H. R .. file, No . .100,.A bill for,'an aet to a~end an act to Pl'Q- . 
vide for .the collecting' {If revem~e for State and county pllrpo~s, 

Was read a first aud second time, alld 
On motion of Mr. Wright, .. 

Refel'red to the committee on Ways and Means ... 
H. R. tile, No. 27, Joint. Resolution relative to·. a chaJlge of 

mail conveyances, w.as read a til'st and second time,. and . 
On motion of Mr. Harbou.r1 

Tbe 13th rule WjLS suspended, said biU read a third lime, pass
ed and title agreed to. 

H. It. file, No. 125, A bill for an act to provide for a loan !>C .. 
the school fund arising from the public lands, 

Was read a ilrst and sec.ond time, 8J;lQ,. 

On motion. of Mr. Harbour, 
Referred to the committee on Ways and Means, with instrllc •.. 

tum!! to report on Monday next. 
U. R. file, No. 121, Joint Relioluti9.n for a m.ail route, 
Wa.s read a first jUld second time, and 

On motion of Mr •. Harbour, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a 

thiJ:d time, passed and.title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No • .l24~ Joint ResolutiQJl for. a mail route, from .. 

Sahula in Jackson county, to Cascade in Dubuque .county, . 
Was read a first and second tUne, alld 

On motion, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said joint resolution read a 

third time; passed and title agreed to. 
H. R. ,file, N 0.129, A bill fot' an act amendatory to an act 

elltitled an act creating a Boan'd of Public Works, and providing 
for the impro",ement. of the Des Moines river, 

Was read a first and second time. 
Mr. Harbour m01Led to suspend the 13th rule,., 
Which was di8agre.ed to. 
Mr. Wright moved 1o.1ay said bill on the table •. 
Upon this question, .the yeas and nays were requested, and .. · 

bC}J;lg ordered, were as follows: 
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Yeas-}!essrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Cr:lwfotll, E"py, How~ 
el, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Spl'inger, Sprott, Wheeler, 
Wright and Mr. President-15. 

Nays.-Messrs. Cassady and Howel-2: 
And said bill was laid on the table. 
Senate file, No. 47, A bill for an <lct to amend an act entitled 

an act regulating practice in the district courts, in the Territo
ry of Iowa, appro\'ed Februar)' 10, 1843, as amended by the 
House, 

Was read for iliformation, t!lld"" 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 

The amendment was amended by str iking out the words "ac
cording to law," and insert "In the Iowa Capital Reporter and 
Iowlt Republican." 

On motion of Mr. Springcr, 
Senate file, No. 29, A bill for an act ,and ordinance accepting 

the propositions made by Congress on the admission of Iowa as 
a State into the Union, 

Was taken from the table, and 
The amendment of' the House, was amended' as follows: 
Strike Qut the words" and the war!' 
Mr. Harbour moved to take from the table, 
Senate file, No. 44, substitute for a bill for an act to divide 

the State into two congressional districts, 
Which was disagreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 98, Joint Resolution relative to. books in the 

library, 
Was read a first and second, time, and: 

On motion of Mr. Bradlcy, 
Laid on the table. 
H. R. file, No. 122, A bill for an act to repeal an act for the

relief of the poor, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Sprott, 
Ordered to a third reading to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 103, A bill for an act to pr&vide for the incor~ 

poration of Guttenburg,'in Clayton county, 
Was read a first and ~econd timc, nnd 
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On motion of TlII". Shidds, 
Ordered 10 a third readinrr on Monday next. 
:VIr .. Jay, on le~ .. ve obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 80, A bill to prevent the killing of deer. 
'Which ,,"as read a j~r s t and second timc. 

1Ml 

Mr. Jay moved to refer said bill to a committce of the wlll.lle 
Senate, 

vYhieh was disagreed to. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

• 
SATURDAY MORNING, JAXUARY 6, 1849. 

Senate met pursuant to adjourr.ment. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk . 
• 1Ifr. Prcsident-

I am directed to inform the Senatc, that the House of Repre
sentativcs has passed 

H. R. file, No. 123, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 
an act to authorize John Brophy to keep a ferry across the Mis-
60un nycr. 

In which the concurrencc of the Senate is requested. 
Also, 
Thc following resolution: 
Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the two Houses of 

the General A ssembly of the State of Iowa, will meet in the 
Hall of the House of Rcpresentatives, on Wednesday, the 10th 
inst., at 2 o'clock P. 1\f., and proceed to elect a Senator to rcp
resent the State of Iowa in the Senate of thc United States from 
and after thc LHh of March, A. D. 1849. 

Mr. Selmen (Mr. Springer having been called to the chair,) 
presented the petition of Daniel S. Tucker and fifty-six other 
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'citizens. of the counties of Monroe and Davis, praying the e5~ 
tablishment of a State rpad from Drakesville in said county, t&>. 

Clarksville in Monroe county, 
Which was read for information, aRd 

On his motion,. 
Referred to the committee on Roads. 
Mr. Wright. presented a petition frQm William Burk anI! for

ty-two others, citizens of the town of Bonaparte', in v'an Buren 
county, praying for the incorporation.of saidtowll, 

Which was .read for information, and 
On his motion" 

Referred to the committe.e on Incorporations. 
Mr. Selman,.with leave obtained,~introduced 
Senate file, No. 82, Joint Resolution·for a mail route, 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his m.otion, 
"The 13th rule was su!!pended, said Joint Resolution read a 

third tilDe, passed and title agreed to. 
Mr. Bradley from the select committee to whom was referrf'd 
Senate file ,N:o. 54, A bill foran act to establish normal schools,' 

in the State of Iowa, 
, Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and 

asked the concurrence of the Senate therein, whiGh was agreed to. 
Mr. Espy from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom 

was referred 
H. R. file, No •. 125. A bill for an act to provide for a loan of 

the school fund arising from the sale ~f the public lands, 
Reported the same back without aJ;Tlendment, .and recommend-. 

ed its passage. . 
On motion of Mr. Jay, 

The Senate resolved itself into a committe a of the whole for 
the consideration of 

Senate file, No. 54, An act to establish normal schools, 
Mr. Cassady in the chair, 
And after some time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by their chairman 
Reported the same ba~k, with two amendments thereto, and 

asked the concurrence of the Senate therein. 
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On 1ll0tiPll'of Mr. Bradley, 
Referred to a select committee, and 

183 

Messrs. Sanford, Royston and Jay, werc appointed said 'com
'lnittee. 

Mr. Espy; from tte committee on E~rolled Bills,' 
Reported that they had presented the following bills to the 

Governor for his signature: 
Senate file, N&. 41, An act to amend an act-entitled an act to 

provide for the management of the State Library, and the election 
of a Librarian, approved February 15, 1847. 

Senate file, No. 35, Joint Resolution-, providing compensation 
for the commissioners appointcd to select Des Moilles river 
lands. 

Senate filc, N fJ. 28, An act to authorize Willam Greene, his ,~ 

IlCirs and assigns to improve Cedar river, hy a d::.m and lock; and 
Senate file, No. 19, Joint Resolution for an appropriation to 

improve the Des Moines and Rock ri,'er rapids, of ~he Missis
sippi river. 

The same having passed both branches of the General Assm-
1>ly, and received the signatures of the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, and the President ,of the Senate. 

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom 
was referred, 

Senate file, No. 69, A bill f{)r an act to incorporate the town 
of Cedar Rapids, 

Reported the same hack, without amendment, and recommen
ded its passage. 

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom 
was referred 

Senate file, No. 79, A bill for an act to authorize J. H. Gow
er, Charles W. Gower and Robert Gower, to improve Cedar 
river by the erection of a dam and lock, 

Reported thc same back, without amendment1 and reeommen~ 
ded its passage. 

On motion, 
The Senate aojourned till-2 o'clock, P. M. 
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• TWO O'CLOCK, P. l\!. 

Mr. Sprott, on leave obtained, introduced . 
Senate file, No. 83, A bill for an act providing for the elec· 

tion of an additional justice of the peace, in Motrose township~ 
in Lee county, 

'Which was read a first and second timc, and 
Onhis motion, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time~ 
passed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Alger, with leave, introduccd 
Senate file, No. 84, A bill for an act to legalize ~rtain officers 

therein named, 
Which was rc:ul a first and second time, and 

On his motion, 
The 13th rule was suspcndcd, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to. 
The President announced an Executive communication. 
Mr. Cook, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 85, A bill for an act to provide for the re--Io

calion of the county s~at of Benton county, 
Which was read a first and second time, and 

On his ~otion, 
.Thc 13th rule was suspended. said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agrced to. 
Mr. Bradley, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
H. R. filc, No. 118, A bill for an act to authorize the Record

er of Jones county, to transcri.be the records of said county, 
Reported a substitu~ to said bill, 
An act to preserve the records of Joncs county, and asked the 

concurrence of the Senate therein, 
Which \vas disagreed to. 
Mr. Sanford, from the select committee, 
To whom was referred 
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Senate file, No. 54, A bill for an act to establish normal 
Ichools, 

Reported the same back with one amendment, 
Which was concltrred in. ' 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk: 
.Mr. Fresideni-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre6 

sentatives has pa5~ed ' 
H. R. file, No. 143, A bill for an act fora ~tate road therein 

named. 
H. R. file, No. 136, Joint Resolution for a change of mail 

conveyance and an extension of' mail routc. 
H. R. file, No. 140, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act to vacate the pltblic square in the town of West Point, 
in Lee county, appro"ed February 17, 1847. . 
'H. R. file, No. 115, A bill for an act to create the office of 

Attorney General, and define his duties. • 
H. R. file, No. 138, A bill for an act to organize the county 

of Allamakee. 
H. R. file, N 9' 139, A bill for an act, to establish, at Fairfield, 

a branch of the State University. 
In all of which the concurrence of thc Senate is repectfully 

requested. 
• Mr. Jay moved to strike out the'word "Burlington," in Sen~ 
ate file, No. 54, and insert "Mt. Pleasant". 

Mr. Espy moved'to amend the amendment proposed by Mr. 
Jay, by inserting West Point. 

Mr. Cook called for a decision of the question, 
Upon the question or'iltriking out, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and bcing ordered, 'Were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 

Harbour, Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Sprott. Whee
ler and Mr. President-l4. 

Nays-Messrs. Cook, Springer ane! Wright-.a. 
A~d said question was decided in the affirmative. 
The question then being on inserting" West Point," 

24 
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'.' The yeas Ul.lll Hays were requested, and being ordered, were 
as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 
Howel, Shields, Sprott and Mr. President-9. 

Nays-:-Messl"s. Cassady, Cook, Jay, Royston, Sanford, 
Springer, Wheeler and Wright-So 

And the question was decided ill the affirmative. 
At t1le request of the President, 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
The vote taken on inserting" 'West Point,·' 
'Was reconsidered. 
~rhe question being 011 inserting "West Point," 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

·35 follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 

HO-Ncl, Shields, and Sprott-So 
Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Jay, Royston, Sanford, 

Sprott, Wheeler, Wright and IHr. Presi<!enL--9. 
And said qtIestion was decided in the negative. 
Mr. Springer moved to amend by inserting "Washington," 
Disagreed to. 
The question being on inserting" lVlount Pleasant," and 
The yeas and l1~ys being requested, were ordered, and were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Harbour, Jay,lWys-· 

ton, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler and Wright-:-ll. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Crawford,. Espy, Shields and"Mr .• 

President-5. . 
, So said question was decided in the affirmative. 

1\1:r. Royston moved to strike out" Oskaloosa," and insert 
" Agenr.y City." 
M~. Cassady moved to amend by inserting" Knoxville." 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays being requested, were 

ol"dered and were as foIlows~ 
Y eas-Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Wright and Mr. President-4. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Craw lord, Espy, Harbour, 

Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott and 
Whcel::r-13. 
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S"'() the amendment was djsagreeQ to. 
The question then hein~ on striking out" Oskaloos?," 
The yeas and nays being requested, "'ere orderod and were 

as follows:- . 
Yeas-Messrs. Cilssndy, Royston, Sanford, Wright and Mr. 

President-5. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Esp~', Har

bour, Howel, Jay, Shields, Springer, Sprott and Mr. Whee-
1er-12: 

And said question was decided in the negative. 
~Ir. Bradley mo'\'ed that sain.bill be ordered to be cngr.ossed 

and read a tllird time on Monday next. 
Oft thi5 question the yeas and nays being reEiu~sted, were 0.1'

dered and were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy, Hal':" 

bour, Jay, Sanford, Shields, Springer, Sprott and Wheeler~12. 
Nays-MeslH-Il. Cassady, Howel, Rosy ton, Wright~ndMr. 

President-5; 
So the question was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Shields, from the committee. on- engrossed bills, to whom 

was referred 
Senate file, No. 62, A bill·rol' an-act providingf~rthe organ

ization of the Board of Public Works, and repealin~ so much 
of the uveral:aots relating thereto as conflicts. with the. provis
ions of this act, 

Reported the same back, as correctly engrossed, and 
Said bill- was read a third time. 
The question being on the passage of said bill. 
The yeas and nays being reqllested, were ordered, and were 

as follows: 
Y cas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy,.How. 

el, Jay, Royston, Sanfom1~ Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, ""right 
and Mr. President-14. 

Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Harbour and Shields-3. 
And said bill was passed and title agreed to. 
Senate file7 No. 61, Joint Resolution relative 10 teJ;ritories be

longing to the United States, being the spechtl order for the com
mittee of the whole, 
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The Semite resolveu itself accordingly, Mr. Wheeler in the 
chair, 

And after some tim" spent therein, 
The committee rpse, and by thcir chai1'man, reported-the lame 

back, without amendment, anu recommend~ its passage. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Lifting

well, chief clerk • 
.M1·. Presideni-

I am directed to inform the ~nate, that the House of Repre
sentatives has passed 

H. R. file, No. 112, A bill f,?r an act to provide for the taking 
an enumeration of the white inhabitants of the State of Iowa. 

H. R. file, No. 126, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled· 
a~ act, to re-Iocate a territorial ro:;.d from Fairfield to the Indian 
boundary. 

H. R. tile, No. 132, Joint Resolution for the superintending 
of the printing of the laws of the present session. 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
I herewith return 
Senate file, No. ,53, Ii bill for an aot for the organization of 

Lucas county. 
Senate file, No. 73, Ii bill for an act to establish the terms of 

the district courts. 
The !lame having passed the House·of Representatives, with~ 

out amendment. 
I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 72, A bill for allact to authorizeR. R. Jenks 

to erect a toll bridge aoron the Wapsipinicon. 
The sam~ having passed the House of Representatives, with 

one amendment, to w Mch the concurrence of the Senate is re-
quested. ' 

Senate Ale, No. 61, Joint Resolution relative to territories be~ 
longing to the United States, 

Was read a second time. 
Mr. Springer offered the following amendment: 
-Resolved, That the Secretary of State be and is hereby in

structed to forY'ard without delay, 
Which was adopted. 
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Mr. Cook offered the following amendment: 
Resolved, further That our Senators and Representatives are 

hereby further instructed to prevent by their vote. and influence 
the admission of any new State into the Uuion ItS a alave State. 

Mr. Springer moved a call of the Senate, which was had, 
when it appeared tbat all the SenatJrs were present, except 
those who had obtained leave of absence. . 

And the further call was suspended. 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 

The Senate adjo~rned until half past six, P. M • 

• 

HALF PAST SIX O'CLOCK, P. M. 

On motion, 
A call of the Senate was had, 
When it appeared that Mr. Crawford was absent. 
On motlon of Mr. Shields, 
Mr. Crawford was excused for the evening, and the further 

l:all was suspended. 
The question being on the adoption of the amendment offered 

by Mr. Cook. . 
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered and were 

as follows: 
YeBB Messrs. Cook, Jay, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, Wheeler 

and Wright-7. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, E~py, Harbour, 

Howe!, Royston Shields and Mr. President-9. 
So said amendment was disagreed to. 
Mr. Cook offered a further amendment, as follows: 
Ruoltled: That it is the duty of the Federal Government to 

relieve itself from all responsibility for the existence or contin
llBDCe of slavery wherever that Government possesses consti-
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tutional authority to legislate on that subject, and it is thus re
sponsible for its existence. 

The question being on the adoptiop of said amendment, 
The yeas and nays 'being requested, were ordered, and were 

as follows: . 
Yeas-Messrs. Cook Jay, Sanford, Spripger, Sprott. Wheel

er, and Wright-7. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, 

Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. Preside-nt.-9. 
And said amendment waR disagreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 
The 13th rule was suspended, and said joint resolution read a 

third timc. 
The qllestion being on the passage of said joint resolution. 
The yeas and onays being requested, were ordered, and were 

as (oHows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cook, Espy, Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, 

Springer, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright, and Mr. President-II. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Harbour, and 

Shields-5. 
So said resolution was pas~ed and title l1greed to. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
The Senate resolved itself into executive session; and aL'ter 

some time spent therein, t.he session'rose, and, 
On motion of Mr. Springer, 

The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock, on Monday morning 

MONDAY MORNING, JANt:ARY 8; 1849. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Wright presented the petition of John H. Bell and 50 

other citi2ens of the town of Buonaparte, in Van Buren county, 
remonstrating against the incorporation of said town. 

Digitized by Coogle 



THE SENATE. 

Which was read for information, and, 
On his motiQn, 

ReferredJo the c~mmittee on Incorporations. 
Mr. Cook offered the following resolution: 

'191 

Re801'lJed, by the Sonate, the House concurring, That the com
missioners appointed to revise the laws ofthis State, be instruc
ted to inquire into the propriety'of so amending the practice 
act of this State as to adopt the principles of ,the new practice, 
act of the State of New York, which was adopted. 

Mr. Espy, from the select committee to whom was referred; 
H. R. file, No. 107, A bill for an act to provide for the.'pay 

of jurors in the district court, '-, 
Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and 

asked the concurrence of the Senate therein. -, (. 
Which was agreed to. 
¥r. Cook, with leavc, introduced 
Senate file, No. 86, A bill for an act to authorize James Weecl 

to construct a graded road from Bloomington via. 'Pipton, to the 
county seat of Benton county, 

Which was read a first and second time, and, 
On his motion, 

The -13th rule was suspended, said hill was read a third time, 
passed and title agreed to. 

Mr. Cassady, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 87, A bill for an act to amend an act to reor~ 

ganize the supreme court. 
Which was read a first and second time, and, 

On his motion, ' 
The 13th rule was suspended, said, bill read a third time, 

passed and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 107, A bill for an act to provide for the pay

ment of jurors in Lee county, 
'Vas read a second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 74, A bill for a special act fOf the benefit:of 

Dubuque county. 
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d a first and seeo 
Mr. Cra1.vford, 

The 13th rule was suspeJlded, said bill r«ad a third time', 
passed, and title agreed to. , 

Senate file, No. 79, A bill for an act to authorize James H. 
Gower, Charles W. Gower, and Robert Gower, and their heirs 
or assigns to improve Cedar river by a dam and lock, ' 

W time, passed, an 
H 2, A hill for ail act entitled 

an a of the poor, 
W time, passedt a o. 
H 8, A bill for an he construe--

tion of a plank road from MOJltrose to Keokukt)n Lee county, 
'Was read a second time,and t 

On motion of Mr. Sprottt 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third tim!!, 

passed and title agreed to. 
S 4, A bill for an 

Phe rry at the town 
W d time, and, 

Mr. Wheeler, 

'ze August1ls 
nton county 1 

T as suspended, third time, 
pass , geed to. 

H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to preserve- the purity of 
elections, 

'Was read a second time, and f 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
The 13th rule walt suspended f and said bill read a third time .. 
T g on the pas sag 
T s were requeste de red, were-

as fo 
Y Alger, Cassady ur, Howel,. 

Roy and Sprott-8. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Jay, Shields,

Wheeler and W right-7. 
, Mr. Bradley being in the chairfand having decided that every 
8enator should be within- the bar of the Senate at tbe time of 
voting, 
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Which decision excluded the vote of l'.fr. Harbour. 
Mr. Springer desired an :lppeal, which being granted, 
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, 'rhe yells and !fays were recluested, and being ordered, were 
as follows: • 

Yeas-M:essrs. Cook, Crawford, Espy, Howel, Jay, Roys
ton, Sanfortl, Shields, Sprott, Wheeler, Wright, and Selman 
~12. 

Nays~Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Springer-...3. 
And the chair was sustained. 

On motion of Mr. Jay, 
The vote had upon said bill, was reconsidered. 
The question then being on the passage of said bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, wete 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger; Cassady, Espy, Harbour) Howel; 

Royston, Springer, Sprott and Mr. President-9. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawfortl) Jay, Sanford, 

Shields, Wheeler and Wright-8. 
And said bill was passed and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 35, A bill for an act to amend an act entitled 

an act regulating general elections, 
Was r.ead a second time, alld 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass

ed and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 135, A bill for an act to establish a State road 

from the Mississippi river in Clayton county, to Quasqlleton in 
Buchanan county, 1 

Was read a first and second time, and 
. On motion of Mr. Shields, 
'rhe 13th rule was suspended, said bill re:td a third time, 

passed and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 133, All act to provide for the incorporation 

of the town of Guttenburg, 
Was read a thinl time, passed and title agreed to. 
Substitute to H. R. file, No. 118, An act to preserve the ree-. 

ords of Jones county, 
·Was read a second time, cnd 

25 
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On motion of' Mr. Cook, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 79, A bill for an act' supplemental to the act 

of February 25, 1~47, entitled an act supplemental and amend
atory to an act to establish common schools, approved January 
t6, "1&10, 

Was read a third time, pass~d and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 125, An act to provide for tile loan of the 

lichool fund arising from the sale of the public lands, 
CoW as read a second time. 
Mr. Jay moved to strike out an after the enacting clause of 

said bill. 
tpon this question, the yeas and nays we~'e requested, and be

ing ordered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs:"Cassady, Cook, Howel, J as, Royston, Sanford 

Springer, Wheeler and Wright-9. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 

Shields, Sprott and Mr. President-So 
And the questiOli was decided in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. Shields, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. l\f. 

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

On motidh of Mr. Royston, 
The vote taken on striking out all after the enacting clause of 

H. R. file, Nt>, 125. 
Was reconsidered. 
Message from the House of Represelitatlves, b), Mi". Leffillg

wen, chief clerk • 
.IVr, President-
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I herewith present for your signatnre, 
H. R. file,. No. 54, An act concerning clnil1ls on the Half 

Breed Tract. -
H. R. file, No. 95, An act, supplemental and amendatory of 

an act entitled'an act for the appointment and duties of sheriffs. 
H. R. file, No. 90, An act to amend an act entitled an act for 

the ineorporation of tIre towa .of Bloomington, approved J}lDua
ry 23, 1839. 

Also, 
H. R. file, No. 108, An act authorizing W~ F. Brackenridge 

to make a canal, to take from the Wapsipinieon ri'trer, and to cre
ate a water power. 

All of which have receivecl the signiture of the Speaker o( 
the House., -

I herewith r~turn. 
Senate file, No. 86, An act gt'anting to J ames Weed and -ath-

ers, the right of way, 
With Ol1e amendmept to tlie last section, . 
In whicQ, the· concurrence of the Senate. is requested". 
Senate file, No. 75, 4-n act to authorize the people of Iowa to 

express their opinion upon the subject of' a convention to amend 
the constitution of this State, 

Being in s pec.ial order, 
The Senat,e resolved itself into It committce of the whole, for 

the consideration thereof, . 
Mr. H'arbour in the chair, 
And after some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 

by their chairman, .reported tke same back, without amendment. 
On motion of Mr. Springer, ' 

Said bill was referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Springer, Harbour, Cook, Bradley and E~py; were. 

appointed said committee. I 
Senate file, No. 86, An act to authorize James Weed and his 

associates, to construct a graded'road from Bloomington iri Mus-
caUne connty,by way of Tipton, to the' county seat-of Benton 
county, . 

Was read as amended. 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 
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The amendment w~s concurred in. 
Mr. Shields, from the committee on Engrosscd Bills, report.ed 
Senate file, No. 54, An act to establish Normal Schools, 
As correctly engrossed. 
Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom 

was referred 
Senate file, No. 70, An act to provide for the making of a 

railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk, 
Reported the same back, with sundry amcndments, and asked 

the concurrence of the Senate thcrein, 
Which was concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Springer, 
The word "double" was stricken from the 3d section of said 

bill, nnd the word "treble" inserted. 
On motion of Mr. Shields, 

It was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
Senate file, No. 54, An act to establish Normal Schools, 
Was read a third time. 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and beil,lg ordered, \yete 

as follows: 
Yeas-Me~srs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Cr~wford, Harbour, 

Howel, Jay, Royston, Sanford, Shields, Springer, and Wheel
er-12. 

Nays-Messrs. Cassady, E~py, Sp~ott, Wright and Mr. 
President-5. 
. And said bill was passed, al,ld title agreed to. 

Message from the H.o.use of Re)!resentatives, by Mr. Leffing
well, chief clerk. 
Mr. PresidenJ-

I 

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre-
sentative~ has passed, 

H. R. file, No. 120, Joint Resolution for the relief of David 
Judson, treasurer of Monroe ?ounty. 

H. R. file, No. 134, An act amendatory to an act providing 
for levying a tax on personal and real c5t,').te for road purposes. 

H. R. file, No. 141, A bill [Q,r an act to cstablish a State road 
therein namcd. 
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n. R. file, No. 146, A bill without any title. 
H. R. file, No. 168, A bill for an c.et to amend an act allow

ing and regulating writs of attachment. 
H. R. file, No. 169, A bill for an"act incrca;ing the power of 

county commissioners. 
In which the concurrence of the Scnate is requested. 
I herewith return 
Senate file; No. 52, An act to establish a State road therein 

named. 
Senate file, No. 65, Joint Resolution of thanks to Captain B. 

S. Roberts. 
Senate file, No. 82, Joint Rcsolution for a mail route. 
Senate file, No. sa, An act providing for the elcction of an 

additional justice of the peace in Montrose township, Lce 
county. 

Senate file, No. 84, An act to legalize certain officers therein 
named. 

The same "having passcd the House of Representativcs, with-
out amcndment. 

I hcrewith rct.urn 
Senate file, No. 59, An act in relation to the printing. 
Senate file, No. 77, An act to authorize Chauncey G. Dibler 

to keepa'ferry across the Des Moines river at Farmington, Van 
Buren county. 

The same having passcd the HouseTof Representa!ives, with 
one amcndment, in which the concurrence of the Senate is re
quested. 

I also Jlerewith return 
Senate file, No. 29, An act an~ ordinance accepting of the ap

propriation madc by Congress, on the admission of Iowa, 
And, 
Senatc file, No. 47, An act entitled an 

regulating practice in the district courts 
Iowa, approved February 10, lS4~. 

act to amend an act 
of the Territory of 

The House of Representatives h~ving concurred in the 
amendments made by the Senate to their amendments to said 
act. 

Mr. "Crawford, from thc committee on Incorporations, to wh~./" 
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was referred the petition and remonstrance of the town of Bno
naparte, in Van 13uren county, relative to the incorporation of 
said town, 

Reported adverse to the prayer of the petitioners. 
H. R. file, No. 125, A bill for an aet to provide for a loan of 

the school fund arising from a sale of the public lands, 
The question being on striking out all of said bill after the 

enacting clause, 
The yeas and nays were requested,. and being ordered, were 

II.S follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Cook,. Howel, Jay, Sanford, Spring

er, Whe~ler and Wright-So 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, HarbolU', 

Royston, Shields, Sprott and Mr. President-9. 
And th,e qulsticn was decided in the negative •. 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were' 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 

1I0wel, Royston, Shields, Sprott, and Mr. President-l0. 
Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Jay, Sanford, Spring!!r .. 

Wheeler and Wright-7. • 
And said bill was passed, and title agreed to. 

On motion, 
The Senste~adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

'0 

TUESDAY MORNING, JANL'AltY 9, 1849. 

Senate met, pursuant to adjournment. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk . 
.Nr. Prcsident-
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I am directed to inform the Senate that the Hou~e of Repce-
5entatives has passed, 

H. R. file, No. 144, A bill for an act to authorize Robert Gow
er to keep a ferry across Cedar river. 

H. R. file, No. 152, A bill for an act to locate a State road 
from Fairfield to Keokuk, and 

H. R. file'/No. 150, A bill f~r an act to incorporate the an
nual conference of the church of the united brethren in Christ, 
of Iowa. 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
I herewith rcturn •• 
Senate file, No. 55, An act to authorize Robert Bunker to 

keep a.ferry across the Mississippi river, at Bunker's landing, 
in Clayton county, 

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with
out amendment. 

Mr. Bradley, from the committce on the Judiciary 7 to whom 
was referred, 

Senate file, No. 76, An act for the benefit of occupying claim-
cnts of lands, ' ' 

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recQIIlmend-
d · , e Its pas~age. 

Mr. Crawford, from the committee on Claims, to whom was 
referred, 

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for tlle relief of JOh11 
Taylor, 

Reported the samc back, without amendment, and rccnmmend· 
ed its passage. 

Mr. Shields, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
a petition from certain citizens of Dubuque, Delaware, Clayton, 
Fayette, and Buchanan counties, asking-the General Assembly to 
memorialize the General Assembly of Wisconsin for an'extension 
of the proposed railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk, introduced, 

Senate file, No. 88, Memorial to the legislature of the Statc 
of Wisqonsin, 

'Which was read a first and second time, and on his motiOl~ 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill was read a third time, 

passed and title agreed to. 
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Mr., Bradley, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 89, A bill for an act in relation to deeds of 

collectors of reveRue, 
Which was read a first !lnd second time, E.nd 

On his motion, . 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Espy, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 90, An act to amend an act forming judicial 

circuits, 
Which Was read a first and second time, and 

O hoe o. 
n IS mobon, 

~eferred to a select committee, composed of the Senators 
from Muscatine and Cedar. 

Mr. Springer, from the select committee, to whom was refer
red, 

. Senate file, No. 75, An act to allow the people of Iowa to ex
press their opinion upon thc subject of a convention to amend 
the constitution of this State, . . 

Reportedthe samc back, with sundry amendments thereto, and 
asked the concurrence of the Senate there~n, 

Which was agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 69, An act to incorporate the town of Cedar 

Rapids, in Linn county, 
Was read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass

ed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 136, Joint Resolution asking a change of mail 

conveyance and extemion of mail route, . 
Was read a first and sccond time, and ordered to a third rt:ad

ing to-morrow. 
H. R. file, No. 123, An act to ame!ld an act entitled an act to 

authorize John Brophy to keep a ferry across the Missouri river, 
Was read a first and second time, and I 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
Referred to the committec on Incorporations, with instruc

t~ons to report relati ve to rates of ferriage. 
H. R. file, No. 139 An act to establish a branch of the State 
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t:'nivenoity at Fairfield, in Jefferson county, 
Was r~ad a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Crawford, 
Referred to the committee on Schools. 

201 

H. R. file, No. 126, An act to amend an act entitled an act to 
re-Iocate a territorial road from Fairfield tei the Indian boundary, 

Was read a fir~t and !'eeond time, and 
On motion of' Mr. Httrbour, 

Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Harbour, 'Howel and Royston, were appointed said. 

committee. 
H. R. file, No. 112, An act to provide for taking an enumer

ation of the white inhabitants of the SJate of Iowa, 
Was read a first and second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Springer, 
Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs. Springer, Bradley and Sanford, were appointed said 

committee. . 
H. R. file, No. 132, Joint Resolution for superintending the 

printing and dilitribution oft.he laws of the present session, 
Wall read a first and second time, and 

On mot.ion of Mr. Wright, 
Referred to the committee on 'Ways and Means. 
H. R. file, No. 143, An act for a State road therein named, 
Was read a first and second time, and' 

Ol,l motion of Mr. Cassady, 
Referred to the committee on Roads~ 

. H. R. file, No. 115, An act to create the office of Attorney 
General, and defin~ his duties, ,. 

Was read a first and lIecond time, and 
Qn motion of Mr. Wright, . 

Referred to a committee of the whole Senate, and made the 
special order for to-morrow, 10 o'clock, A. M. 

H. R. file, No. 140, An act to amend an act entitled an act 
to vacate the public square in the town of West Point. 

Senate·file, No. 77, An act to authorize Chauncey P. Dibble 
to keep a ferry across the Des Moines river, at the town of Far
mington, 

26 
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W ns read as amended by the Ho~se, and 
all Motion of Mr. Sanford, 

Concltrred in. 
H. R, file, No. 138, A bili for en act to organize the coullfy 

of Allamakee, 
Was read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Shields, 
Referred to a select committee, and. 
M~ssrs. Shields, Crawford, and Wheeler lI';ere appointed 

said committee. 
The resolution of the House, providing fOT a joint convention 

for the election of a United States Senator, 
Was read for information, and, 
The question being on the concurrence of the 'Senate, 
Was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee-On Enrolled Bills, reported 
Senate file, No. 77, An act to authorize Chauncey G. Dibbler, 

to keep a ferry across the Des Moines river, at Farmington, 
As correctly enrolled. 
Senate file, No. 75, An act to allow the people of Iowa to 

express an opinion on the subject of a .convention to amend the 
constitution ,of this State. 

On motion of Mr. Springer, 
The 13th rule was suspended, ami "&IIid bill road a third time. 

On motion, • 
The 'Senate anjourJled till 2 o'clock, P. M. 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. l\f.~ 

Message from the House of, Representatives, by Mr. Leffing~ 
,v ell, chief clerk. 
JlIr. President-

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre~ 
leDtatives has passed ' • 

H. R. file, No. 128, A bill for an act making appropriations 
for the support of the State government, for the years 1849 and 
1850; and. 

H. R. file, No. 147, A bm for an act to allow additional com~ 
pensation to t~e agent employed to select the university lands 
for this State. 

In which the concurrence of th.e Senate is requested. 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

. as follows:, ' 
Yeas-Messrs.Cook, Jay • Royston, Sanford, Springer, Sprott, 

Wheeler and W right-8. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 

- Fear, Harbour,. Howel, Shields, and Ml-. President-IO. 
And the question was decided in the negative. 

On motiJn of Mr. Wright, 
Senate file, No. 48, An act to re-apportion the State, 
Was taken from-the table, and made the special order for to~ 

.morrow,2. o.!clock, P. M. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, ' 
Reported that they had presented the- following bills to the 

Governor. for his signature. 
Senate file,No. B2, An actfor a State road, therein named. 
Senate file, No. Bl, An act authorizing the Auditor of State 

to audit and allow expenses of the Supreme Court. 
Senate file, N 0.- 40, An act to authorize the Secretary of State 

to collect and arrange certain papers in his office. 
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Senate file, No. 39, An act to authorize the Supreme Court to 
hold special terms, and 

Senate file, No. 86, .An act to authorize James Weed and hili 
associates, to construct a graded road from Bloomington in Mus

.catine county, via. Tipton in Cedar county, to the county seat of 
Benton county. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Leave of :;.bsence was granted to Mr. Sanford, during the re

mlrinder of the' term. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JANUARY 10, ]849. 

Seriate met pursuanUo adjournment. 
Mr. Espy presented the clai'll of J. J. Selman, elector for 

President and Vice President of the United States. . 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on Ways,and Means. 
Mr. Alger presented the claim of T. S. Parvin, assignee of 

. Parish and Welch. 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on Claims. 
Mr. Cookpl'esented the petition of O. W. Brooks, and 150 

other citizens of Scott county, praying a repeal of the township 
organization of Soott county, and, 

With leave obtained, intJooduced 
Senate file, No. 91, A bill for an act repealing the townwp 

organization 'Of Scott county. 
'Which was read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
The 18th rule ,vas suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to. 
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Mr. Harbour presented the petition of William War~en, and 
13 others, praying that said William 'Warren might be exempt 
from the restrictions, of t.he laws regulating grocery licenses. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
Leave of absence 'was granted to Mr. \Yhecler, through the 

remainder of tIle session. 
Mr. Alger, on leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 92, Joint Resolution in relation to printing 

the acts and resolutions of the Geperal Assembly. 
Which was read a frrst and second time, anu, 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
Referred to the committee on Ways end Means. 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, . 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, and is hereby 

allowed the sum of three hundred uollars for indexing, distribu
ting, and superil!tending the 'printing of the journals of the 
Senate for the present session. 

Mr. Espy,with leave obtained, introduced 
Senate file, No. 94, Joint resolution for printing laws in Ger

man, 
Which was read a first and second time, and, 

On his motion, 
Referred to the committec on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Springer, from the sl!lect committee to whom was refer

red, 
H. R. file, No. 112, A bill for taking an enumeration of the 

white inhabitants of Iowa, 
Reported the same back, with one amendment, and recom

mended its passage. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled bills, reported 
Senate file, No. 50, An act to vacate a part of the town 'of 

Pittsburg, • . 
Senate file, No. 49, :Memorial to Congress for the es~ablish. 

ment of certain military posts. 
Senate file, No. 71, JoiPt Resolution for the appointment of a 

librarian~ 
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Senate file, No. 51, Joint resolution in relation to a mail 
route, 

As correctly cnrolled. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to. whom 

,was referred 
H. R. file, No. 128, An act making appropriations for the 

support of the State G.overnment, for the fiscal years of 1849 
and 1850, • ' 

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend
. ed its passage. 

Mr. Shieldst from the. committee on,Claims, to whom was re
ferred 

Senate file, No. 59, An actto provide fpr the payment of ex
penses incuned in the arrest and detention of Allen Camme
ron, a fugitive from jnstice, from the State of Pennsylvania, . 

Rep<>rted the same back, witholltamendment, and recoml11end .. 
ed its passage . 

. Mr. Bradley, from the committee 011 the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred 

Senate file, No. 89, An act in relation to deeds of collectors 
of revenue, 

Reported the same back, with one amendment, and asked the 
concurrence of the Senate therein; which was agreed to. 

Mr. Howel, from the committee on Roads, to whom was re
ferred 

Senate file, No. 63, An act to ~stablish a State road therein 
, named, 

Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend
ed its' passage. 

Mr. Shields, from the committee on Schools, to whom ?;'as re
fened 

H. R. file, No. 139, An act to establish a branch of the State 
. University at Fairfield in J efi'erson county, 

Reported the s~me back witho~t amendment, ahd recommend-
ed its passage. . 

Mr. Shields, from the select committee', to whom was referred 
H. R. file, No. 188, An act to or!f1nize the county of AlIn

makee, 
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Reported the same back, without amendment, and recommend
ed its passage. 

The President laid beiore the Senate, the claim of J. Keister 
and C. Evans. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Referred to the committee on Claims. 
Mr. Wright asked, and obtained leave of the Senate, to with

draw the claim of James Reed. 
Mr. Espy offered the following resolution, 
Resolved: That Senate file, No. 61, Preamble and Resoluti0l1s 

relative to the territories of the United States, be entered at 
length upon the journal of the Senate, as of January 6, the day 
upon which said preamble and resolutions were acted upon. 

Mr. Harbour from the select commitl ee, to whom was referred 
H. R. file, No. 126, An act to amend an.act entitled an act to 

re-locate the territorial road from Fairfield, to the Indian boundary, 
Reported the same back, without amendment, and 
Said bill was, on his motion, amended as fol1ow~ : 
Strike out all between the words" Fairfield," and" shall." 
Said bill was read a secoD(i-time, and 

On his motion, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third tim~, pass

ed and title agreed to. 
Mr. Selman (Mr. Wright having been called to the chair,) 

introduced 
Senate file, No. 95, Preamble an.d Joint Resolution for a do

nation of land to construct a. military road from the Mississippi 
to the Missouri river, 

\Vhich was read a first and second time, and 
On 1D0tion of Mr. Harbour, 

The 13th rule was suspended, and said preamble and resolu- , 
lion read a third time, passed and title agreed to. 

Message frOID the House of Representatives, by Mr. ~effillg
well, chief clerk: 
.~fr. President-

I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 6'1, An act io authorize Augustus Phelps to 

kee~ a ferry at the to\Vll of LyolIs, ill ~linton county. 
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Senate file, No. 85, An act to provide for the location of the 
county lIeat of Benton county. 

Senate file, No. 87, An act to amelld an act to reorganize the 
supreme court. 

Substitute to 
_H. R. file, No. 118, An act to preserve the records o.f Jones 

county. 
All of which have passed the House of Representatives without 

ament. 
1 herewith return 
Senate file, No. 62, An act prc.viding for the reorganization of 

the Board of Public Works, and repealing 80 much of the -se,,-e· 
ral acts relating thereto, as conflict with the provisions' of this 
act, 

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with 
sundry amendments, 

In which the concurrence of the Snate is requested. 
I am directed to inform the Senate, that the HOUle has refused 

to concur in the first, third, fourth and fifth amendments made 
by the Senate, to 

H. R. file, No. 11, An act to preserve the purity of elections. 
I herewith present for your signature, . 
H. R. file, No. 102, An act to re-locate and extend a certain 

road therein named. 
H. R. file, No. 104, An act authorizing the county commis

sioners court of Des Moines county, to have a vote taken in re
lation to having a court kouse built in said county. 

H. R. file, No. 110, Joint Resolution fOl' a mail route from 
Bellvue in Jackson county, to Independence in Buchanan county. 

H. R. file, No. 113, An act authorizingan additional tax for 
State purpolles. 

H. R. file, No. 121, Joint R~solution for a mail route. 
H. R. file, No. 122, An act to repeal an act entitled "an act 

for the relief of the poor." , 
H. R. file, No. 124, Joint Resolution for a mail route from 

• Sabula, in Jackson county, to Cas(,'ade, in Du Buque county. 
H. R. file, No. 125, An act to provide for a loan ofthe school 

fund, iiccruing froln the sale of the pllblic lands. • 
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H. R. file, lS"o. 127, Joint Resolution in relation to a change 
of mail conveyance. 

H. R. file, No. 132, An net to provide for the ineorpQralKln of 
the town of Guttcnourg, ,in Clayton county. 

H. R. file, No. 135, An nct to lccate a State road therein 
named. 

All of which have passed both branencs of the General.As
sembly, and have reccived the signature of the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

H. R. file, No. 115, An act to create the office of Attorney 
General, and define his duties, being in special order, 

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Sprott, in the chair, and after some time, spent therein, 

The committee rose, and by their chairman, 
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments thereto, 
And asked the concurrence' of the Senate therein. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. 1\1. 

• 

nro O'CLOCK,' r. M • 

. On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Th"Seeretary was requested to ·inform the House 'of Repre: 

sentativell, that the Presiderit and members of the Senate of the' 
State of Iowa, would meet the House in the HaH of the House: 
forthwith; who having reported that duty as performed, 

Tho Senate, preceded by its President and' Seeretarie<. 
Proceeded to tIle Hall of the Houlle, and having taken the seats 

assigned thcm, 
The roll ",as cnlled, when it appearcd that 
Messrs. Browning, Crawford, Wheeler, Sanford, and Bct1~, 

were absent. 
Those gentlemen being excuscd, 

27 
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'The convention proceeded to vote for one United States 'Sen
ator, to huld his office six years from the fourth of March next. 

Messrs. Babbitt and Fear, acting as tellers; 
When it appeared that Augustus C. Dodge, had recei\'ed 

thirty-six votes, and 
Francis Springer had received fifteen votes, and 
'Evan Jay had received one vote. 

. Those gentlemen voting for A;Ugustus. C. Dodge, were, 
Messrs. Alexander, Afger, Babbitt, .Baker, Bonham, Bradley, 

,eas.ady, Collins, COt'se, Davison, Elmer, Espy, ..Evans, Fear, 
Flint, Gifford, Griffith, Harbour ,Harrison, Howel, J aoobs, Lang
ton, 'Mah!>ny, McFarland, Morton, Penny, Read,· Riggs, Roys

'ton, Sales, Sergent, Shields, Walker, Weyand, Wood, and.Mr. 
, ,President. 

Those voting for Francia Springer, were 
'Messrs. Allison, Bourne, Burroughs, Cook, GoodreU, Jay, 

McCrary, McManaman, Sprott, Stephenson, Timmons; Thomp
son, Williams, Woodworta, and Wr.ight .. 

Mr. Springer voted for Evan Jay • 
. The President announced that, Augustus C. Dodge, having 

: received a majority 9f all the vote~ cast, was duly elected a U ni
. ted States Senator,.1o represent ~e State of Iowa·in the Senate 
of the United States, for six years from the fourth of March next. 

Whereupon the following certificate was signed l?y the Pres
ident of the convention, and attested by Messrs. Babbit and Fear 
in presence of the joint convention: , 

Tais will certify that at an election by the Generllil.Ass.embly 
of,.the State of Iowa, in the Hall·of the House of Representa
tives,-on Wec1Desday,. the 10th day of January, A. D. 1849, 
Augustus C. Dodge was duly elected a Senator, to represent 
the State of Iowa, in the Senate·of the United States, for the 
term of six y~s, from tlle 4th of March, A. D. us49. 

In testimony whereof,l have herel1n16 set myhand, this 10th 
day of January A.D. 1849. 

Attest: 

JOHN J. SELMAN, 
President of the Joiut Con ... ·cntion. 

L. W. BABBITT, A. S. FEAn. 
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. The purposes f-or which the joint .conventi6P. hac! assembled, . 
having been accomplished, the Senate, in order, returned •. 

Qn motion of Ml' •. Wright, 
Sena~ file, No. ~l,.An act to locatea certain State road the~

in named, ., , 
Was taken from the table, and referren to the c~mmittee ou .. 

Roads. 
Mr. Espy, on l6avef·introduced.,~ 
Senate file, No. 96, Joint .Resolutionpresentin,- a swerd to 

Captain.B. S. Roberts, 
Which was read a first and second time,and,. 

On motion of Mr. Howel, 
The 12th rule wall sas pended} said billread a. third time, palS- .. 

ed and title agreed to •. 
The question being on the adoption of the amendments _de 

by a cOJBmiUee-of .the whole Sen~e, to.l' 
H. R. file, No. 115, An act creating the office of AttorJ)8J 

General, anc! defining his duties. 
Mr. Harbour moved to amend by striking ont "twa h\lndrefl~ . 

ill; the tenth sectj.on, and insert" eight hundred." 
Disagreed to, and ; 
The aUlendments of the committee of the ·whole Senate, . 
Were concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. Espy,. 
Said bill was referred to the (lomnnttee 011 Way~ and Means .. 
Senate file,. No. 48, An act to re-apportion this State .into Rep'" 

.... entative and Senatorial districts, 
Being inlpeoial OJ1der, 
The SeDate resolved itself into acommittee of the whole. Mr. 

Sprott. in the ehair,.aadafter some time spent therein, the com
mittee rose,. and by their chairman reported the Saln~ bacK, wlh
out amendment, and 

On motion of Mr. Jay, 
Recommitted to the original committee. 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Senate file,. No. 57, An act relative ~thePenitletltiar1,· 

. ·Wa,,read as aaended by. the. Ho..-,. 'an4aaid amendment. 
were conc.urred in. / 
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. Mr. Espy, froIn' the committee on Ways and Means. to whom 
was referred 

H. R. file, No. 138, Joint Resolution for superintending the 
printing and distributing the laws of the present session, for the 
years 1849 and 1850, . 

. Reported the same back, without amendment; and reeommen-
ded its passage. . 

Said bill WIlS read a second time, :md 
. On motion C>f Mr. Alger, 

The 18th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass
ed and title agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Royston, 
Senate file, No. 12, An act providing for the re-organization 

of the Board of Public Works, &c., 
Was read as amended by the House. 
The question being taken separately upon concurring in the 

Irst' amendment, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follow's : . 
Yeas-Messrs. Alg~r, Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Fear, Har-

bour, Howel, Royston, Shields, Springer and Sprott-H. 
Nays-Messrs. Jay, Wright and Mr. President-3. 
And said amendment was concurred in. 
Upon concurring in the second amendment, 
The yeas tlnd nays were"requested, and being ordered, were 

as'follows; 
Yeas-;-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Espy, Fear, Har .. 

bour, Howel, Jay, Royston, Shields, Springer and Sprott-12 • 
. Nays-Messrs. Wright and Mr. President-2. 
, The 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th amendments were concurred in. 
·:H. R. file, No. '144, An act to autilol'ize Robert Gower to 

keep a ferry' across Cedar river, 
Was re~d a first and second tim~)'and, 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and'title agreed to. 
H. R; file, No. 152, An sot to;looate a State road from Fair

field, in Jefferson county, to Keokuk, in Lee county. 
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Will rcad a first and second time, and. 
On motion of Mr. Howel, 

Referred to the Senators from Lee, .Teffilrson, and Van Buren, 
H. R. file, No. 150, An act to incorporate the Iowa annu:.} 

conference <if the church of the United Brethren in Christ. 
Was read a first and.second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Referrcd to the committee .m Incorporations. 
H. R. file, No. 128, An act making appropriations for the 

support of the State government for the fiscal years of 1849 
and 1850. 

Was read a first and second time, and, 
Un motion of Mr. Cassady, 

Referred to t.hc committee on' Wa~'s and Means. 
H. R. file, No. 167, A bill for an act allowing additional com

pensation to the agent employed to select the university lands of 
this state, 

,Was read a first and second time, and, 
On Illotion of Mr. Wright, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third t)me, 
passed, and title agreed to. 

H. R. file, No. 148, An act to amend an act allowing and 
regulating writs of attachment, 

. Was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary, 
H. R. file, No. 146, An act to empower the mayor of Fort 

Madison to act as justice of the peace, in certain cases, 
Was read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
Referred to the commi.ttee on the Judiciary. 
H. R. file, No. ]41, An act to establish a State road therein 

named, 
"Vas read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Howel, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 

passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 134, An act amendatory to an act providing.,-
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for levying a tax on real aJld personal property, for road pur
poses, 

W a~ read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. R1>ystol1, 

Referred to the committee on Roads. 
H. R~ file, No. 120, Joint Resolution-for the relief of Daniel 

Judson,. Treasurer of Monroe county, 
Was read a first and second time, and" 

On motion of Mr. Royston, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third tilDe, 

passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 149, An act increasing the pewers of cOlmty 

commissIoners, 
Was read a first ami second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. Springer, on leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 97, An act in relation to the election of State 

officers, 
Which was read a first and second time, and, . . 

Oli his motion, 
Ordered to be engrossed and read a third time to-morrow. 
Mr:Cook, with leave, introhced 

Senate file, No. 98, An act to provide for holding courta in Pot
tawattamie county. 

Which'was read a fird aad second time, and" 
On his motion, 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary,. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow momilg. 

" ' 
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THURSDA.Y MORNING, JUt:ARY II, 18~. 

Senate m~ pursuant to adjourm~ent. 
On mGtio~ of Mr. Wright, 

The vote taken on concurring in the first amendment made ~ 
the House. to 

Senate file, No. 57, An act relative to the Penitentiary, 
Was reconsidered, as to the first amendment. 
Mr. Bradley, from the committee pn the judiciary, to ~hOD. 

was referred, . 
H. R. file, No. 148, An act to empower the Mayor of the to,,,.· • 

of Fort Madison to act as justice of the peace in certain C8!ie~ 
Reported the same back, and recommended its passage. 
Said bill was read a second time, and ordered to a third read

iBg to-morrow. 
Mr. Cook, with leave, introduced 
Senatl' file, No. 99, An act to provide payment for printing 

the laws in newspapers, _ 
Which was r~afirst and second time, and 

On motion, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time~ pass

ed and title agreed to. 
Mr. Fear, from the select committee, to whom was rcferre", 
Senate file, No. 48, An act to re-app~rtion the representative 

and Senatorial districts, 
Reported the same back, without amendment; as- the committee 

were unable to agreee. ' 
Mr. Alger, from ~ select ('ommittee, to whom was refen~d. 
Senate file, No. 90, An act to amend an act, forming judicial 

diskicts, 
Reported the same back, without amel1dmelll~ alld recommend· 

its passage, 
·Said bill was read II second time, tlnd / 
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On his motion, 
'Said bill was read a third 'time, and 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

:as follows: . 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Coole, Espy, Royston, Springer, SprottJ 

Wright and Mr. President-So 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Fear, Harbour, Howel, 

Jay and Shields-7. 
And said bill was passed and title agreed ti>. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means, to whom 

was referred, 
H. R. file, No. 115, An act to create the office of Attorney 

Gene~al and define its duties, 
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments, and asked 

• the concurrence of the Senate therein. 
Upon this question, 
The yeas and nays being requested, were ordered, and were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Espy, Fear, Royston and }Ir. President-4. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cauady, Cook, Harbour. 

Howel, Jay, Shields, Springer, Sprott and Wright--ll 
Mr. Espy proposed the following amendment. 
"Strike out all of the 9th section that provides for the ap

pointment of the Attorney General." 
. The question being on the adoption of this amendment, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

. as follows : 
Yeas-Messrs. Cook, Espy, Howel, Jay, Springer, Sprott, 

Wright and Mr. President-So 
, Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Fear, Harbour, 
Royston and Shields-7. 

And it was decided in the aiTrmative. 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Cassady and Espy-it 
Na!s.:....:Messn. Bradley, Cook, Fe&r, Harbour, Howel, Jay, 

Digitized by Google. 



THE ~ENATE. 217 

Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wright and Mr. President 
-12. 

And the qucstion was (lecided in the negative. 
Message from die House of Representatives, by It!r. Lcfting

well, chief clerk.' 
.. lfr. Presidenl-

I am directed to inform thc Scnatc that the clcrical ertot in 
Senate file, No. 57, An act relati\'c tu the Penitentiary, 
Has been corrected. 
Mr. Wright, from the selcct c~m':nittee, to whom was refet a 

red ' 
Senate file, No. 63, An act to establish a St..te road therein 

named, 
Reported the same back with sundry amendments thereto, and 

askednhe concurrence of the Senate therein. 
Which was agreed to, and 
Said bill was read a second time,. 

On his motion, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said hill read a third time, pass- , 

ed and title agreed to. 
Mr. Wright, from thc committee on Incorporations, to whom 

was referred 
H. R. file, No. 150, An act to incorporate thc Iowa annual 

conference of the church of' the C nited Brethren in Ghrist, 
Submitted the folloy·jng . 

REPORT~ 

The committee on Incorporation~, to whom was referred H. 
R. file, No. 150, have had the same under consideration, and 
after reviewing the whole ground; are compelled to recommend' 
the indefinite postponement of said bill. ,. 

In coming to this conclusion they have had hut little difficully, 
and notwithstanding the respectable character of the individuals 
asking to be incorporated, and their strong desire to accommo
date them in their laudable undertaking, lhey firmly believe that 
the Constitution interposes an insurmountable barrier to any 
action thereon. 

28 
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A proper respect for thc opinions of those desiring to be in
corporrted, would seem to demand that our reasons should be 
given for our conclusion. 

The constitution, Art 9, Sec. 2, provides thnt "corporations 
shallllot be crcatcd in this State by special laws, except for po
litical or m~nicipaL purpQses." Th{s langunge would appear 
to be,entirely conclusiye on this subject. Whether this provis- ' 
ion is ,expedicnt, is not for us to say-as it is, whether expedi
erit orinexpcdicnt, we are hound thereby and cannot recommend 
the passage of any law that conflicts with this clear provi';0I1_ 
This i~ a special act, and call, for a special law for the creation 
of an incorporation, and as such i's beyond ,our power. 

We have, it is true a general act of incorporation passed in 
accordance with the requirements of the constitution, and un
less this 'general provision covers sufficient ground so as to jus-" " 
tify the applicants to incorporate thereunder, your committee 
know of no way to meet tlieir wish~s. 

Your committee would, therefore) for the reasons thus briefly 
pointed out, with kore regret than difficulty in coming to their 
conClusion, recommend that the said bill be indefinitely postponed. 

Mr. Howel, from the select committee, to whom was referred 
H. R. file, No. 152, An acl. to locate a State road, from Fair

field, ,in J etferson county, to Keokuk, in Lee county, 
Reported the s.ame back, with sundry amendments, 
Which were concurred' in, said bill was read a second time, 

, and, on his motion, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time 

passed, and title agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Alger, 

Resolved, That the committee on Public Buildings, to whom 
was referAid the bill to repeal an act providing for the re-loca
tion of tM seat of government, be required to rj!port the same 

, back to the Senate, to-morrow morning. 
On motion of Mr. Cassady, 

Messrs. Wright and }'ear were added to said committee. 
,Mr. Jay, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to the nett 

proceeds arising from sales of' land in Iowa. 
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Said bill was read a first and second time, and, 
On his motion, 
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The 13rllle was suspended, said bill read a third time, pas~
ed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. ~radley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred 

H. R. file, No. 38l An act requesting the Secretary of State 
to record State roads, 

Reported the same back, with the amendments prcviously 
adopted, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Shields, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, to whom 
was referred 

Senate file, No. 97, An act in relation to the election of State 
officers, 

Reported the same back, as correctly enrolled. 
On motion, _ 

The Senat-j! adjourned till 2 o'clock,- P. M. 

-----,------

TWO O'CLOCK, Y. M. 

Mr. Cassady, on leave obtained, offered the following reso- , 
lution: 

Reso111ed, 1:hat the Secretary and Assistant Secretary of the 
Senate, be allowcd the sum of four dollars per day -each, tllC 

_ Sergeant-at-arms, Mecsenger, ~nd Fireman, _each t\VO aollars per 
day, for fueir services during thc present session onhe Gener-

• al Assembly. - . 
Which wa~ disagreed to. 
The President laid before the Senate the memorial of James 

Sloan. 
On motion of Mr. Springer, 

Referred: to -the committee on thc Judiciary. 
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Mr. Selman, (Mr. Jay having been called to the chair,) with 
leave, introduced 

Senate file, No. 101, An act to e&tablish a State road from 
Drakesville to Albia. 

Said bill was read a first and second time, and, 
On his motion, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, 
passed, and title agreed to. 

Mr. Selmen, with leave, introduced 
Senate file> No. 102. Joint Resolution exhonerating. Samuel 

,Stephens from certain penalties, and the interest on certa~ 
Dlonies. . 

Said bill was read a first and second time, and> 
On his motion, 

The .l3th rule was suspended> said bill read a third timet 
passed, and title agreed to. 

Message from the House of Represen~tives, by Mr. Leffing
, well, chief clerk • 

.lir. President-
I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre

sentatives has passed 
H. R. file, No. 46, An act establishing a system of common 

schools, 
In which the concurrence of the Senate is. requested. 
H. R. file) No. 138, Joint Resolution asking an, exchange of 

mail conveyance, and extension of mail route, 
Was read a third trme, passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, N.o. 70, An act to provide for the making of"a rait 

road from Dubuque to Keokuk, 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to •. 

On motion of Mr •. Shields,. 
The vote had on the· adoption of the resolution, providing pay

ment for the officers of the Senate, for the present session of the 
General Assembly, • 

Was· reconsidered, and, on his motion, 

~aid resolution was laid on the table. 
Senate file, No. 97, An act in relation to the election of Stde 

officers, 
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Was reau a third time" passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of John 

Taylor, 
Was read a second time, 
Mr. Jay moved to lay said bill on the table, 
Disagreed to. ' 
The question being on the suspension of the rule, 
'Was decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Said bill was ordered to a third reading, to-morrow. 
Senate file, No. 59, An act to provide fur the payment of the 

expenses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cammeron, a fu
gitive from justice, from the State of Pennsylvania, 

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Cook, , 

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass
ed and title agreed to. 

Senate file, No. 76, An act for the relief of occupying claim
ants of land, was read' a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
Referred to a select committee, and 
Messrs, Sprott, Wright, and Espy, were appointed said com

mittee. 
Mr. Alger, with leave, offered the following resolution: 
WHEREAS, A joint resolution was adopted at the last session 

of the General Assembly, requiring the Secretary of State to 
furnish each member of the Legislature with a copy of Morris' 
Iowa Reports j and whereas the House' of Representatives of 
the present General Assembly, have abopted a resolution requir
ing the Secretary of State to procure at the expense of the State, 
thirty-nine copies of said report, for the use of the members of I 

said House j th,erefore, 
Resolved, That the Secretary of State furnish, at the expense 

of the State, nineteen copies of Morris'Iowa Reports, for the 
use of the members of the Senate. 

Upon the adoption of the resolution, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows : / 
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Yeas~Messrs.-Harbour, and Mr. PresiJent-2. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger. Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Fear, 

Howel, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott, and Wright-12. 
And said resolution was lost. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk: 
.Afr. President-

I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 54, An act to establish normal schools. 
'fhe same having passed the House of Representatives, with

(Jut amendment. 
On Illotion of Mr. Shields, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of Sbte be aml he is hereby re
quested to furnish the Senate with all the informntion in his pos
session in relation to the disposition of the one hundred and fifty 
copies of Morris' Reports, subscribed for and received by the 
State. 

Mr. Espy, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 103, Joint' Resolution relative to Morris' Re

ports, 
Which was read a first and secon~ time, and 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third time., 
The question being on the passage of the joint resolution, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: . 
. Yea~-Messrs. Alger, Cook, Espy, Harbour, Springer, and 
~prott-6. ' 

Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Fear, Howel, Royston,. 
Shields, Wright, and Mr. President-8. 

And the question \vas decided in the negative •• 
Senate file, No. 89, An act in relation to deeds of coll~tors 

ilf revenue, , , , 

Was read a second time,.and 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass
ed and title agreed to. 

H. R. file, No •. 138, An act to organize the county of Allamakeer 
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Was read a. second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Shields, 

The 13th rule was snspendcd, said bill rcada third time, pass
ed and title agreed to. 

Mr. Espy, f.om' the' committee on Ways Ilnd Means, to whom 
was referred 

The claim of J. J. Selman, thc presiuential clector, 
Reported in favor of' its allowance. 
H. R. file, No. 123, An act to amend an a{)t entitled an act 

to authorize John Brophy to keep a ferry across the Missouri 
river, 

Was read a second time, a~d 
On motion of' Mr. Espy, 

The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a.third time, and 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays \\'ere requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs-Alger, Cassady, Espy, Howel, Royston and, 

Mr. President-B. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Fear, Harbour, Jay, Shield6, 

Springer, Sprott and Wright-9. 
And the question was decided in the negative. 
H. R. file, No. 139, An act to establish at Fair~eld, a brlUlCh 

of the State university, 
Was read a second time, and 

On motion of Mr. Howel, 
The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill.read a-third time. 
The question being on the passage of the' bill, 
The yeas arid mys were requested, and being ordered, were· 

~.S follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady,E3pY"Fear;Hitrlrour, How-

el, Jay, Royston, Sprott, Shields and Mr. President-II. 
N~ys-Messrs. Alger, Cook, Springer and Wright-4. 
And said bill was passed, and title 'agreed to •. 
H. R. file, No. 112, An act to provide fodlietaking Of the 

enumeration of the white inhabitants of' thc 8tate of,Iowa, 
Was read a. second time, and 

011 lno~ioll of Mr. Springer, • 
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The 13th rule was suspended, and ilaid bill read a third time, 
passed, and title agreed to. 

Senate file, No. 72, An act to authorize R. R. Jenks to erect 
a toll bridge across the Wapsipinicon river, 

Was read as amended by the House, and' 
On motion 'of Mr. Coole, 

Concurred in. 
On motion. of Mr. Algcr, 

Senate file, No. 67, Au act making an appropriation to repair 
the public buildings, 

Was read a second time, and 
On motion of Mr. Bradley, 

The word" six" was stricken from the first section, and 
"five inserte.d. 

Mr. Harbour moved to strike out" five" and insert "two." 
On motion of Mr. Wright, 

Said bill was referred to the committee on Ways and Means. 
On motion of Mr. Alger, . 

Senate file, No. 49, An act to donate the college slluare in 
Iowa City, to the Medical Depa'):tment of the Iowa University, 

Was read a second time. 
On motion o! Mr. Wright, 

All after the word publication, in the last section, WI1Il strick
en out. 

On motion of Mr. Alger, 
The 13th rule was suspended, said bill read a third time, pass-

ed 'and title agre.ed to. , 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on,Ways and Means, to whom 

Wal -referred 
H. R. file, No. 128, An act making apprqpriations for the 

support of the State Government, for the fiscal years 1849 and 
1850, 

Reported the same back, with one amendment, and asked the 
concurrence of the Senate therein. 

Disagreed to. 
Mr. Cassady moved to strike out the word "eight," and in

sert "ten," in the compensation to judges of the district court. 
Agreed to •• 
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Mr. Espy moved to strike out uinTe," and insert "eight," in 
the contingent expenus of the Supreme ~ourt. 

Agreed to. 
On motion of -Mr. Cook, 

Senate file, No. 81; An act to improve the brelld of hogs, 
Was taken from the table, and read a second time, and 

On his motion, . 
The 13th rule was suspended, and said bill read a third ~me. 
The question being on the passage of said bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
. Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradl~, Cook, Espy, Jay, Springer, 

Sprott and Mr. Pre8ident-8~ , 
Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Fear, Harbour, Howel, Royston, 

Shields, and Wright-7 •. 
And said bill was passed and title agreed to. 
Mr. Shields,· with. leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 104, An act to establish a branch oltha State 

University at the city of Dubuque." 
Which was read a first and second time, and, 

On motiQn of Mr. Sprott, 
Referred to the committee on Schools' .. 

OJ} m~oB, 
The Senate adjourned till 7 o'clock, P. M. 

SEVEN O'CLOCK, P. M. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 
The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 

Alger, in the chair, for the'consideration of 
H. R. file, No. 116, An act to establish a system of common 

schools, . 
29 
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And, aft:er some time spent therein, the committee rose, and 
:by their chairman, reported .thesame back, without amendment, 
and recommended its passage. 

Mr. Espy moved a call of the Senate j which was agreed to, 
Whenit .appeared that Messu.Rhyston and Springer were 

absent. 
Those gentlemen having been .excused, the further .call was 

wspended. 
On motion of. Mr~ Harbour, 

·-Said bill was laid,oDithe table. 
On mction of Mr. Harbour, 

:Thefirst amendment made by the 'House 10 
Senate file, No. 57, An act in relation to the P.enitentiary, 
-Wu'concullr-ed in. 
The refusal of the HOllse to concur in the amendments made 

.by t¥e Senate, to 
H. R. file, No. -Il, An act to pl1eSeIW.e the purity of elections, 
::Having beendeelar-ed, 
"The Senate receded from its third .amendment, and insisted 

upon the first, fourth, and fifth. 
The President announced an executive communication. 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
.The Senate resolved itself into an executive session, an« after 

some time spent therein, the session .r~se, and, 
On'motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 10 o'clock, to-morrow morning. 

FRIDAY MORNING, JA.lIU.A.llY 12, 1849. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Harbour, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 105, An act tG establish a State road from Os

kaloosa to Montezuma, 
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Which was read:.a _t and second time, Ani 
On his mation, 
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Said bill walt· read a third time, passed, and title agr.eed to. 
On motion of Mr. Cook, 

The 13th 'r¥~of the Senate,. wal lUapended, for the.remaind
er of the tenf( unless :oiljeotion-is made. 

Mr. Springer~ presented the petition of A. Rc»e,.and one 
hundred other citizens .0£ thl;.SWa.Q,r Iowa, asking for a State 
road from Grandview, in LouisacountY';ioBloomington in Mus
catine county,. and in accordance, therewitll, with leave obtained, 
introduced, . 

Senate file, No. 106,. AB act"_lay out and establish a State 
road from...Grand'V:ie.w in Louiaa oouDty,tGBloomington in MUIt
catine county, 

Said bill Wti retd. a nrlt,.eoond. aad third. time; passtd,'and 
title agreed to. 

Mrh.Cauady, with Aeave, introc1~ 
SeBate file, No. 107, An act to establish a Stale road~ ,J'8l 

the vitelt line of-Johnson CCOU!lty, to the west line of. Dallas-
county, 

Said bill wall tead a first, se.cODd and t.hi1"d time, pJlsed,:.Aud 
title agreed to. 

Mrd~'ook,_with leave, inl;raduced·. 
Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution for a mail rQute, 
Said bill was read a first, seoond and third. time> passed,·~d 

title· agreed. to. 
Mr. Royston, on leave obtained,iBtroduced 
Senate file, No. l09, An aotto autho:l'ize the Board of Pul>lic 

Works,.to issue bonds to enable themt/>·proleoute,tocomple
tion so much of t,he improvement.of. the Des Moihell. rhEer, ,lUI is 
now under contraot, 

Said.bill:was·read a firs~ and,~cond·time. 
Mr. Harbour moved to lay on the table ~ make tail! bill the 

special order for two o'clock, P.M. to-morrow, 
D~a.d·to • 

. Mr. Harbour moved to indefinitely postpone laid \liD, 
Disagreed to. 
Mr. Springer move tq amend, by Itriking out the wordl" the 
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amount of money on hand, and" wherever they occur in the first 
,.: section~ 

, Agreed to. 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 

Laid on the table, till two o'clock P. M. 
Mr. Jay presented sundry -clai.lI, and 

: On his motiOn, 
Referred to the committee on cl8ims. 

,Mr;:Bradley, from,th'e select (\()lftmittee~ to whom was refer
red the petition 'of H. 'G. Harlan, and two hundred others, with 
leave, introduced in accordance with said petition. 

Senate Ale, No. 110, A,n act to authorize the commissioners 
,of J'acksoncounty, to levy an additional tax to erect a bridge 
across the Maquoketa river; 

Said bill was read a first, seoond ad third time, passed, and 
title agreed to. 

Mr. Espy, from the cbm:llittee on Ways aM M4!8Ils, to whom 
'WaS referred 

,H. RJ ~e, No. 100, An act to amend an aot providing for the 
. collection of revenue for State and county purposes, 

~ported the'sllllieback, with one amendment, 
Which was concurred in. 
Said bill was read a second andihi'rd time, passed, and 'title 

agreed to. ' 
Mr. Howel, en leave; introdooed 
Senate file, No. 111, An act supplemental to a'll act establiah

a branch of the State University ,at Fairfield •. 
Said bill was read a'nrstand'se(jQl\d time!, aBel 
I On 'motion of Mr. Gook; 

: Referteil'to'thecClmmitteeoB iDdorporatioDP. 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 

The resolution providi41g edmpensation'to the olicers of the 
'Senate ~r the preseft~ lIeseion,' ,:: " ' , ',. 

Was taken from 'the tab1e. ' 
Mr. Espy offered the following amendment, ada "and the as· 

sistant fireman $2 00 per day." 
On motion of Mr. Wright, 

Refetrred to the committee bn claims; 
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Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing~ 
well, chief clerk • 
. .Mr. Presidem- \" 

I am directed. to inform the Senate, that the House of Repre~ 
sentatives has passed 

H. R. file, No. 161, A bill for an act to atDend the charter of 
the city of Burlington, in which the concurrence of the Senate 
is requested. 

I herewith return 
-Senate file, No. 92, Joint Resolution relative to the printing 

of the laws. . 
Senate file, No. 96, Joint Resolution presenting a sword to 

Capt. B. S. Roberts. 
Senate file, No. 68, A bill for an act relative to the construc~ 

tion of a plank road from Montrose to Keokuk, in Lee county. 
Senate file, No. 79, An act to authorize Jamell H. Gower, 

:Charles W. Gower, Robert Gower, their heirs or assigns, to im~ 
prove the Cedar river, by the erecction of a lock and dam. • 

Senatp file, No. 69, An act to incorporate the town of Cedar 
Rapids, in the county of Linn. . 

Senate file, No. 74, A bill for a special act for the benefit of 
Dubuque county. 

Senate file, No. 56, A bill for an act to layout and establish 
a State road from Dubuque city to Bunker's landing in Clayton 
county. 

Senate file, No. 88, Memorial to the legislature of Wisconsin. 
All of which have passed the House of Representatives with~ 

out amendment. 
I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House of Rellre

sentatives has passed 
H. R. file, No~ 155, A bill for an act granting a right o~ way 

to W. F. Cooibaugh. : 
H. R. file, No. 160, A bill for an act to change the location of 

certain roads therein "named. . 
H. R. file, No. 161, Joint Resolution rrir a mail route. 
H. R. file, No. 156, Joint Resolution for a mail route. 
H. R. file, No. 158, Joint Resplution asking a donation of land 

for the improvement of the Wapsipini~on rh:er. 
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H. R. file, No. 16~, A bill.for an act for the relief of Joseph 
Wallace and William Sicor. . 

H. R. file, No. 154, A bill for an act to provide for the in.,. 
struction of the dea.f altd dumb and blind. 

In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
I herewith presenl! for your signature, 
H.R. file; No. 58, An aGt regulat.i.n~ gtocery license. 
H. R. file, No. 107, An act to provide for the payment of ju .. 

rors, ill Lee county. 
H. R. file, No, 79, All act supplemental" to the act of Februa

ry 23, 1847, entitled" an act supplemental and amendator y to 
an act to establish common schools," approved January. 1 6, 
1840. 

H. R. file, No. 35, An ac.t to amend an act providing,for and 
regulating general elections.' . 

H. R. file, No. 140, An acUn amend an. act entitled" an act 
to vacate the public square, in. the. town of West Point in Lee 
county," approvedt February 17., 1847. . 
• H. R. file, No. 166, An act authorizing ;&obe.rtGower to keep 

a ferry across Cedar river. 
H. R. file, No. 126,.An act til amend an .. actt-entitledu an act 

to re-Iocate a territorial road, from Fairfield in Jefferson count:y, 
to the Indian boundary.." 

H. R. file, No. 141, An·act to establish a State road therein 
named. 

H. R. file, No. 132, Joint Resolution for superintending the 
printing and distributing of the laws of the present. s-esslon. 

H.R. file, No. 120, Joint Resolution for the relief of Dan
iel Judson, treasurer of Monroe county. 

H. R. file, No. 147, An act to anow additional compensation 
to the agent employed to select the upiversity lands for this State-. 

Senate file, No. 49, Memoriilland Joint Resolution to Con
gress for the establishment of certain mili~ary posts. 

Senate file, No. 50, An nct to vacate a part of the town of 
Pittsburg in Van Buren ~ounty. 

Senate file, No. 51, Joint Resolution in relation to a mail 
route • 

. Senate filc, No. 71, Joint Resolution for the appointment of a 
librarian. . 
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An act (No. not known,) to authorize Chauncey G. Dibbier 
to keep a ferry across the Des Moines river, at Farmington in 
Van Buren county. 

All of which have passed both branches of the General As
~embly, and received the signature of the speaker 0& the House 

. of Representatives. . 
Mr. Espy, with leave, introduc~d, 
Senate file, No. 112, A bill for an act relative to~fees in crim-

inal cases. 
Said bill was read a first, second and third timc, 
The question being on the passage of the bill. 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Espy, Fear, Harbour, Royston, Shields, anel 

Sprott-6. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Jay, Spring

er, Wright and Mr. President~. 
And the question was decided in the negative •. 
Mr. Cassady, from the committee on Public Buildings, to 

whom was referred 
H. R. file, No. 50, An act to repeal an act providing for the 

re-Iocating of the seat of government, 
Reported a substitute. 
A bill for an act providing for the refunding of money to pur

chasers of lots in Monroe City, and vacating the lots in said 
city. 

Said substitute was read a first and second time, and, 
On motion of Mr. Cook; 

Referred to a a select committee, and, 
Messrs. Cook, Wright and Cassady were appointed said 

committee. 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 

&solved, That the Governor be requestetl to inform the Sen
ate what reports have bee11 made by him to tht President of the 
United States,' in relation to the sale and disposition of the lands 
donated by Congress for the improvement of the Des Moinel 
river, pursuant to the act of Congress making said donation. 

1\Ir. Espy, with leave, introduced 
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Senate fIle, No. 113, An act to amend an act concerning costs 
and fees. 

Said bill was read a first and second time. 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 

TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Senate file, No. 113, An act to amend an act relative to costs 
and fees, 

Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Wright, fr.om the minority of the select committee to 

whom was referred 
The memorial of Jonas NosIer, contesting the right .pf Hon. 

Barncy Royston to a seat in this body, as senator from the dis
trict composed of the counties of W appelo ~ Monroe, sub
mitted a report, 

Which was, with the evidence in the case, recommitted. 
Mr. Cook, from the select committee to whom was referred, 
H. R. file, No. 56, An act to repeal an act to relocate the seat 

of Government, and, 
Substitute therefor, 
Reported the same back, with amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
Recommitted. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
Senate file, No. 59, An act relative to the penitentiary, 
As correctly enroll~d. 
Mr. Shields, from the committee on schools, to whom waa 

referred 
Senate file, No. l04, An act to eltablil$h a Oranch of the State 

University at Dubuque, 
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Reported the same back without amendment, and recomrnend~ 
ed iti passage. 

Mr. SP!inger otl'ered the following amendment: 
uProvided, no monies shall be appropri ated to the support 

of any branch of the university, until thc revenues 9f the pa
rent institution shall exceed three thousand dollars per annUm 
from the grant made by Congress. 

Which was agreed to. 
Said bill was read a third time, and, 
The question being on the passugc of the bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

811 follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Espy; Fear. 

Harbour, Howel, Jay, Royston, Shields, Sprott, and Mr. Presi· 
dent-13. . , 

Nays-Messrs. Springer and Wright--2. 
And said biIlwaa passed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Bradley, from the select committee to whom was referred 
Senate file, No. 111, An act supplemental to an act establish· 

ing a branch of the State University at FairfieW, 
Reported the same back with two amendments, 
Which were concurred in. 
Said bill was read a second and third time, passed, and title 

agreed to. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Ways and Means to .\vhom 

Wall referred 
Senate file, No. 67, A bill for an act making appropriations 

'for public buildings at Iowa City, 
Reported the same back without amendment. . 
Mr. Sp~inger moved its indefinite po~tponement. 
Upon this question 
The yeas and nays we~ requested. and being ordered, wcre 

8S tollows : ' , . 
Yeas-Messrs. Jay, ~ringer,Sprott~ Wright, and Mr. Pres-

ident-5. • 
Nays-Messr~. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, EIIJlY, F~r, 

Harbour, Howel, Royston, and Shields-lO. 
And the question was decided in 1he np,gnti\'c. 

30 
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Mr~Harbour moved to strike out'" .fiv~ thousand" .qd inlert 
"three thousand." 

Mr. Espy moved to amend by inserting" four thousand.'" 
A division of the question being called for, 
TM.question upon striking out" five thousand;" 
Waa.decided in the affirmative. 
The question being on the amendment to the amendment, 
Was.decided in the negative. 
The question then J'ec.rring on the motion to insert "four 

:thousand," 
Was decided in the affirmati:ve. 
Mr. Harbour moved to IItrike out the words "J ol~h T. 

Fale.," and insert, "James F. Hanby;" lost • 
. Ms. Hat"boul' moved to strike out" four hundred,uand.insert 

,,·two hundred." . 
Mr. Espy moved to amend by inserting "three hundred," 
. Lost. . . 

'The question being on the motioD to insert" three hundre.t," 
Was.decided .. in.the affirmative. 
Mr. Howel moved·to.refer to the committee on Public Build

ings, 
Disagreed to. . 
Mr. Calsady ~ved to r&erto a committee oftha whole Sen-

ate on Monday morning next, 10 o'clock, A. M. 
Lost. 
'Said bill was read a ihird time. 
ne question being on the passage of .sai!! bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as followl : . . 

Yeas-Melsrs. Alger, Bradl~y, Cook, Es.py, Fear, Harbour, 
Royston and Shields-8. 

Na'ys-MeS&rs. Cassady, Howel, Jay, Springer, Sprott, Wright 
and Mr. President-7. . 

And said bill was passed and title agreed *0. 
Mr. Howel, on leave introduced 

• 

Senate file, No. 114, Joint Resolution for an appropriation of 
land to ajd in the construction of the branch buildings of the. 
State Uninrity at Fairfield •. 
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I 
S'aid bnhvia .. reall'a first, secend and third time, pasaed and 

title agreed to •• 
• On motion of Mr. Jay, 

'IL R. file, No. 116, An act·to establish a system of 40mmGn 
Bchools, 

Was taken from the tabie. 
Mp; Jay offered the follow.ing amendment: 
Strike ollt section 26,. and add to· the. 14th amendment made 

. lIy the· House as follows :-
"He shaU divide into school districts and number the.same, 

each township or eJection precinct- ill his county, or any part 
'1hereof, when the same bas not heretofore been distrieted and inay 
alter and change the districts t~us formM, or those formed un
der other, acts. from-time to-time, uthe 'Convenience of the inhab
itants of the aforesaid townships. and election precincts may re
quire,· and shall proceed to·make such change at any tima'when 
petitioned by two thirds of the legal voters of said diurict. 

Sec. Each /lchool district formed and organized; .. under any 
former law·, or'under the provia-ions of this act is hereby declar

. eel to. be a body corporate by the name and style ot. school dis
trict, No. - of the township of - in ·the countY'of - and State 

• of Iowa, and in that name, it may hold property and ,be a party 
to suits and contracts. 

Upon the formation of new school districts, the fund commis
sioners shall notify some qualified voter thereof, by written no
tice, describing the boundaries of the district and also the time 
and place of the first meeting.: 

Sec. Such qual~fied voter shall notify each elector in tlIa dM
trict of the same by personal service, as far as convenient, and 
·shall post a notice at the place. of meeting and also in three oth
er public places in the district, stating the boundary of. the dis
trict and the time and place, .at least six days before the time of 
such meeting. 

Sec. The qualified eleotors of the diiltrict when allembJed in 
accordance with the notice requiied in the foregoing section, 
.sba!lorganize by appointing a president and aecretary, who 
_hall act as judge. of the election, and the name of each elector 
_hall be recorded by the secretary. 
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',.. Sec. They shall then elect by ballot, one pr~sidel1t, one sec· 
retary and one treasurer, who together shall constitute a board of 
directors for the district, and shall hold their offices until the hext 
aucceeding annual distrlct election, and until their succe.aora are 
elected and qualified. 

Sec. Said directors shall within ten days after the election ap
pear bllfore some justice ofthe peace and take an oath for the faith
ful performance of their duties, and in cue they fail to do so, they 
shall each forfeit the sum of five dollars for the use of the dis
trict. 

Upon the adoption of this amendment, 
The yeas and n~ys were requested, and beiag ordere4, were 

as follows: ,. 
y eas-Mes~rs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Howel, Jay, Royston, 

Springer, Sprott, and Wright-9. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, EJpYi Fear, Harbour, Shield. and 

Mr. President-..6. 
And the amendment was adopted. 
Said bill was read a tbird time, passed, and title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 146, An act to authorize the mayol' of Fort 

Madison to act as justice of the peace in certain cases, 
Was read atbird time, passed, and title agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
Said vote was reconsidered. 

On motion of 'Mr. ElPY, 
Referred to the delegation from Lee oounty • 

• H. R. file, No. 165, An act to amend the charter- of the eity 
01 Burlington, ' 

Was read a third time, pass~, and title agreed to. 
Senate nle; No. 43, Joint Beswution for the relief of John 

Taylor, 
" Wall read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 

H. R. file, No. 128, An act making appropriations for the 
:Slate '9evernme~t for the fiscal years of 11:449 and 1850, 

. Wia read a aecond and 3d time, passed, and title agreed to. ' 
• " Senate file, No. 48, An act to reapportion the State, and d.
-iDe the boundaries of Senatorial and ,Representative districts, 

Was read a second time, and, 
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On motion of Mr. Springer, 
Referred to the comnrittee of the whole Senate, an~mad_8 the 

special order for 10 o'clock to-morrow morDi~. . _ 
H. R. file, No. 162, An act for the relief of Jo.eph WaHace 

and W m. Sicor, 
Was read a first and second time, a:nd~ 

On motion of Mr. Springer, 
Refened to the committee on the J udiQiary • 
H. H .. file, No. 158,. J oint Resolution ukiBS''' donation of 

land for the improveme!lt of the Wapsipinicon river, 
Was read a first, second and third time, passed, aqdtit\lt 

agreed to .. 
H. R. file, No. lOO{ Joint Resolution for a mail route, 
Was read a first, second and thitd time, passed, and -title 

~eed to. 
H. R. file~ No. 161, Joint Resolution for a mail route, 
Was read a first, second and third time, pas, ed, aad title 

agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 160, An act to change the location of a certain 

road, therein named, . 
Was read a first, second and third till1e, passed, and title 

agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 154, An act to provide for the instruction of 

deaf, dumb, and blind persons, 
Was read a first, second, and third time, passed, and title 

agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 155, An act granting a right of way to W~ F. 

Coolbaugh, 
Was read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Harbour, 
Referred to the committe~ on Incorporations. 

On motion of Mr. Selman, 
Mr. Bradley having been o(lalled to the. chair, 
The vote had on 
Senate file, No. 90, An act to lIlDend an act forming judicial 

districts, 
Was reconsidered • 

.DnJJlotion of Mr. Selman, 

• 
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• 
The vote had on 
H. R. file, No. 115, Aa act to oreate the oflioe of Atto,ner 

General, and define his dutie.~ 
Was reconsidered. 
Mr. Selman, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. llG, Joiat Rel'ohatioll·fer the appointment of 

Wm. G. Cook, as agent for the State. 
Said resolution was read a fiNt and second time. 

'. Message I'rom the House of RepreseDtatives,.by Mr .... LeSng-
well, chief clerk. . . 
.;lIt. ·Pre8idml- • 

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre
sentative. hal passed. 

H. R. file, No. 170, Arucb to provide IOI! the compenaation 
of members, officers, and printers of the General Assembly~ and 
for other plll'poses. 

On mot.io~ 
The Senate adjourned till 10 o"clock, to.-JlWrrow morning~ 

SATURDAY MORNING, JANUARY 13; 1849 •. 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Espy moved to erase from the journal .C· yelterdly ,. We 

reconllideration of the vote had on 
. Senate file; No. -, A~ act to ~end an act formmg jadicial 

districts. 
Upon this question 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordeJled~ were 

as follo\"is : 
. Yeas-Messrs. Cook, Espy, Royston; and Sprott-4. 

Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Harbour, 
Howel, Shields, Springer, Wright, and Mr. President-lO~ 

Mr. Espy, from the select committee to w hom lVasrefe~red 
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H. R. file, No. 146"An act to empower the m&'yor-ef the town 
of Fort Madison, to act as justice of the- peace, in certain cases, 

Reported the same back without amendment, and l'.ecomruend
ed its passage. 

Said bill was read a lecond and third time, pas led, and tille 
lI,gl'eed to. . 

Mr: Crawford, from the committee on Incorporations, to whom 
was referred 

H. R. file, No. 155, An act granting the right~f way to Wm. 
F. Coolbaugh, 

Beported the same back without amendment, and recommend-
ed its passage. 

Said bill was read a second and third time. 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: . 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger" Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Crawford, 

Espy, Royston, Shields, Spripger, Sprott and Mr. President-II. 
Naya-Messrs. Harbour, Howel, and Wright-3 • 
. Said bill was passed, and title agreed to. 
Mr. Wright, from the committee on the JUdiciary, to whol9 

was referred ' 
H. R. file, No. 162, An act for the relief of Joseph Wall!lce 

and Wm. Sicor, . 
Reported the same back, and recommended its indefinite post

ponement, 
. Which was agreed t{). 
Mr. Bradley, fromthe committee on the Judiciary, to wlulID. 

was referred 
H. R. file, No. 148, An act to amend an act regulating writs 

of attachment, 
Reported the same back, with one amendment, and asked the 

concurrence of the Senate therein, 
Which was agreed to. 
Said bill was read a second and third time, and, 
The question being on the passage of said bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
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. Yea~-Messrs, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, HoweI, 
Royston, Sprott,and Mr. President-8. 

Nays-Messrs. Alger, Cook, Shields, Springer, and Wright 
-5. 

Said bill was passed and title agreed to. 
Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 

was referred 
H. R. file, No."66, An actfor the relief of Appanoose county. 

I Reported the same back, with one amendment: which was 
concurred in. 
" Said bill was read a second and third time, passed, and title 
agreed to. 

Mr. Cook from the select committee to whom was referred, 
H. R. file, No. 56," and substitute therefor, an act to provide 

for the refunding of the purchase money paid· by purchasers of 
lots in Monroe city and vacating:said city, 

Reported the same back with one amendment, 
Which ''VaS concurred in. 
Mr. Espy moved to amend by adding the following" Proviso" 

That this act shall not be construed to apply to the commissioners 
who appear al purchasers of lots in Monroe city, 

Which 1Vas agreed to. 
The reading said bill a third time b.eing objected to. 
Mr. Bradley moved a sllspension of the 13th rule. 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested and be

ing ordered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy, How

el, Royston, Shields, Springer, Sprott and Wright-ll. 
. Nays-Messrs. Cassady and Mr. President-2. 

Said bill was read a third time, passed and title agreed to. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk . 
.Mr. President-

I am directed to inform the Senate that the House of Repre
lentatives has paSlled 

H. R.ftle, No. 167,A biIl for an actauthorizingthe trans crib
ing and indexing of the records of the probate court of Jeffer-
son county. ' 

Digitized by Google 



TITE SENATE. 241 

, . H. R. file, No. 166, A bill for an act exempting a homestead 
fro~ execution. 

H. R. file, No. 168-, A bill for an act requiring claimants to 
tlUthenticate their claims by oath. 

In all of which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
Also, 

'That the House has indefinitely postponed 
Senate files No. 102, Joint Resolution exhonerating, SaIllucl 

Stephens from certain penalties; imd interest on monies. 
I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 43, Joint resolution for the relief of John 

Taylor. 
Senate file,.No. 59, An act to provide for the payment of ex

penses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cammeron, a fugi
tive from justice from the State of' Pennsylvania. 

Senate file, No. 63, An act to e~tablish a State road therein 
named. 

Senate file, No. 99; An" act to provide payment for printing 
the laws in newspapers. 

Senate file, No. 101, An act to establish a State road from 
Drakesville to Albia in Monroe county. 

The same having passed the House of Representatives, with
out amendment. AI~o, 

The House has passed 
H. R. file, No. 169, A bill for an act to authorize general i!l

corporations; 
In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
I am also directed to inform thc Senate that the House have 

receded from their disagl'eement to the 'amendment made by the 
Senate to 

H. R. file, No. 11, A bill for an act to preservc the purity of 
elections. 

Mr. Crawford, from the committee to whom was referred a 
resolution relativc to the compensation of' thc officers of the Sen
ate for the present session, 

Reported the same back, without amcndment and recommended 
its adoption. 

)1r. Cook o1ferercd thc following amendment, "strike out 
3} • 
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four dollars" 83 pay for assistant secretary, and insert" tllree 
. doliars." 

Upon this quelltion 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-':'Messrs. Alger, Cook, Royston, Springer, SproU, and 

Wright-6. 
Nays-Messrs. Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy,Harbour, 

Howel, Shields, and Mr. President-8. 
So said question was decided in the affirmative. 
The question then being on the adoption of said re.elution, 
Was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Howel, from the committee on Roads, to whom was refer

rM 
H. R. file, No. 134, 
Reported the same bade, ~ithont amendment, and recommend

ed its passage. 
Said bill was read a second and 'third time, passed and title 
~~~ . . 

Mr. Harbour, with leave introduced, 
Senate file, No. 115, An act for a State road from Washing

ton county to Montezuma. 
Said bill was read a first, second and third time, pass~, and 

title agreed to. 
Mr. Alger, with leave, introdueed 
Senate file, No. 118, An act supplemental to the act of Feb

ruary 25, 1847, entitled an act to locate and. establish a Sta1e 
University. . 

Said bill was read a first and second time, and 
On his motion, . 

Referred to the eommittee on Schools. 
Message from the Hou~e of Representatives, by Mr. LefIimg

. well, chief clerk. 
Mr. President-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the Heuse of Repte
sentatives has concurr~ in the amendment made by the Senate to 

H. R. file, No. 116, a bill for an act to establish a "ystem. if 
common schools. 
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I herewith return 
Senate file, No. - An act relative to the Penitentiary,. 
The same having received the signature of the Speaker.of the 

House of Representatives. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bilh,. 
Reported that they had presented. the following bills to the 

Governor for his signature: 
Senate file, No. 50. An act to vacate part of the town of Pitts

burg, in Van Buren county. 
Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to Co.gress for theestablisb

ment of certain military posts._ 
Senate file, No. 71,. JointR'ilsolution relativato the appoint

ment of a librarian. 
Senate file, No. 51, Joint Resolution relative to a mail route. 
Senate file, No. 77, An act to authorize Chauncey G. DibbleI' 

.to keep-.a ferry ;wross the Des MPines river at Farmington, Van 
Buren COllnty. 

And,. 
Senate file, No. 57, An act relative to· the penitentiary. 
Mr. Shields, with leave,.intl"oduced , 
Senate fife; No. 117, An act supplemental to the act of Feb-

ruary 25, 184~ entitled an act ~o provide for the management 
and disposition 'of the school fund. 

Said bill was read a first and.second time, and, 
On his motion, 

Referred to a select cemmittee, and, 
Messrs. Harbour,.Calsady and Crawfgrd, were appointed 

said committee. 
On motion, 

'The Sflnate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M, 

Senate file, No. 106, An aet to authorize the Board of Pub
lic Works to issue bonds to enable them to prosecute to comple
tion, SQ much of ,the improvement of the Des Moines river a, 
is no~ under contract, 

Was read a second time. 
Mr. Royston offered to amend, by adding, "That the amcullt 

of said bonds shall not exceed the sum of $200,000. 
Disagreed to, 
Mr. Springer offered the following amendment: 
Add to the third section t~e words, "in no event shall the,. 

State of Iowa become responsible fur the payment or redemp
tion of this bond, or' t~e interest thereon, 

Which was agreed to. 
And said bill was read athird time. • 
The question being on the passage of said bill, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-;-Messrs. Cook, Royston, Wright and Mr. President 

-4. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassadx, Crawford, Espy, 

Hewel, ~hields, Springer and Spr()tt-9. 
And the question was de'pided in tbe negative. 
Mr. Espy, from the com~it~ee on Ways and Means, to ~hom 

was referred certain claims, 
Reported the same back to the Senate. 
The president laid before the Senate a . communicatioa from 

the Secretary of State, relative to the disposition of Iowa re
ports. 

On motion of Mr. Cook, 
Laid on the table. ' 

, Mr. Bradley, from the committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred 
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H. R. file, No. 31, An act requiring notice of sales by Ill'ders 
of courts of recorus, to be advertised in some newspaper, 

Reported the same back, with two amendments, 
Which were concurred in. 
Said bill was read a second time. . 
Objections being maile to the third reading of said bilI, 
Mr. Espy moved a suspension of the 13th rule. 
Disagreed to. ' 
The question being 011 reading said bill a third timeon Mon(i)y, 
The yeas and nays were fequested and being ordered, W5e 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 

Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shield" Sprott and Mr. Presideat 
--,,-11. 

Nays-Messrs. Cook, Springer and Wright-3. 
And the question was decided in the affirmative. 
Senate file, No. 116, Joint Resolution for the appointmen_ of 

Wm. G. Coop agent for the State, 
Was read a second and third time. 
The questiQP being on the passage of the bill-, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being order-cd, werl 

as follows: ' 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Harbour, Royston, SproU, Wright 

and Mr. President-6.· 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, EJlpy, How-

el, Shields and Springer-8. . 
And the question was decided in the negative .• 
Mr. Shields, from the committee on Schools, to whom was re

ferred 
Senate file, No. 118, An act supplemental to the act of Feb

ruary 25, 1847, entitled .an act to locate and establi,h a State 
University, 

Reported the same back, with one amendment, 
Which was concurred in. 
Senate file, No. 48, An act to re-apportion the Stade, and de

fine the boundariv of Representative andSenatorhl districts 
therein, 

Being in special order. 
t 
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The Senate resolved ~tself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Cook in the chair, 

And after some time spent therein, 
The committee rose, and by their chairman, 
Reported the same back, with sundry amendments. 
Mr. Howel moved to concur in the first amendment, to-wit :-

strike out" two," and insert" three" in the eighth ,ection. 
Disagreed to. 
The question being on concurring in all the other amendments 

made by the committee; was decided in the negative. 
Mr. Cook, with leave, offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the basis of apportioning the State into Repre

sentative and Senatorial districts, shall be the census of 1847. 
Mr. ROyston moved to amend as follows,add "and such other 

authentic information as may be in possession of the Senate." 
Upon this question 
The yells and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: . 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, RoystoD, Wright, 

and Mr. President-6 • 
• Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, CrawfOJ!d, Howel, 
Shields, Springer, and Sprott-8. 

And the amendment was lost. 
The question then recurring on the adoption of the resolution, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered,. were 

8S follows: 
Y e~s-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour, 

Shields, and Springer-7. 
Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Howel, Royston, Sprott, 

Wright, and Mr. President-7. 
So said resolution was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Howel, 
Said vote last had, was reconsidered: 
The question being on the adoption of the resolution, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

/I as follows: _ 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour, 

Howel, Shields, and Springer-8. 
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Nay_Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Royston, Sprott, 
Wright and Mr. Presidpnt--6. 

So said resolution was adopted. 
Mr. Espy mpved to stri~e out" four," and insert" five," in 

the first section. 
Upon this qllestion, the yeas and nays were requested, and.be

ing ordered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Qassady; Espy, Sprott, Wright and Mr. Pres

ident-5. • 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour, 

Howel, Royston, Shields and Springer--Q. 
And the question was decided in the negative. 
Mr. Bradley moved to strike out" three," in the third section, 

and insert" two," and strike out" two" in the fourteenth sec
tion, and insert" three." 

Mr. Espy, from the committtee on enrolled bills, reported the 
following bills as correctly enrolled, 

Senate file, No. 66, An act for the re-Iocation of tlhe county 
seat of Clinton county. 

Senate file, No. 83, An act providing for the election of an ad
ditional justice of the peace, in :Montrose township, in Lee 
county. 

Senate file, No. 84, An act t'o legalize certain officers therein 
named. 

Senate file, No. 54, An act to establish normal schools. 
Senate fil~ No. 53, An act for the org-<1nization of Lucas coun

ty. • 
Senate file, No. 85, An act to provide for the location of. the 

county seat of Benton county. 
Senate file, No. 64, An act to authorize Augu.stus Phelps to 

keep a ferry at Lyons, in Clinton county. 
Senate file, No. 87, An act to amend an ad to re-organize the 

supreme court. 
Senate file, No. 118, An act to preserve the records of Jones 

county. 
Sena~e file, No. 65, Resolution of thanks to Capt. B. S. Roh

erts. 
Senate file, No. 82, Joint Resolution fOf a mail rouie. 
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Senate file, No. 55, An act to authorize Robert Bunker to 
keep a ferry in Clinton county. 

Senate file, No. 73, An act fixing the terms of the .district 
courts. 

Senate file, No. 59, An act to provide for the payment of ex'
penses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cammeron, a fugitive 
from justice, from the State of Pennsylvania. 

A call of the Senate was had, when it appeared that Mr. 
Shields was ablleht. ' 

That gentleman having appeared, 
The further call was suspended, and 
The question being on Mr. Bradley'S amendment, 
The yeas and mys were requested, and being order~d, were 

:;'8 follows I 

Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford; Shields f and 
Springer~G; . 

Nays-Messrs. Cassady; E3py, Harbour, Howel; Royston, 
Sprott, Wright, and Mr. President-8. 

And the amendment was lost. 
Mr. Cook moved to lay said bill on the table; 
Disagreed to. 
Mr. Wright moved to strike out the tenth section of' said b~ll. 
·u pon this ql,lestion, the yeas and nays were requested; ~d be-

ing.ordered, were as follows: 
Y eas~Messrll. Bradley, ·Cook, Crawford, Shields, Springer, 

Sprott and Wright-7. • 
Nays--Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, 

Royston and Mr. President-7. 
Said amendment was lost. 

On motion of Mr. Alger, 
Said vote was reconsidered. 
The question being on the adoption of the amendment, 
The yeas and nays were requested and being ordered were a5 

follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Shields, 

Springer, Sprott, and Wright~8. 
Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston, 

and Mr. President-G. 
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Said ,amenqn1ellt was agreed to. 
l\,tr. Wright moved to strike out the last section. 
Upon this qnestion' 
The yeas and nays were requested; and being ortlercd, were , 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bra~ley, Cook, Crawford, Shields, 

Springer, Wright, and Mr. President-9. 
Nays~Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, and Roys

ton-5. • Said amend ment was agreed to. 
Said bill was read a third time, and 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
The yeas and nays were requeste'd, and being 'ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady; Espy, Harbour, Howel, Royston, 

Wright, and Mr. President-7.· 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Shields, Springer, and 

Sprott-7. 
Said question was -decided in the negative. 
Mr. Springer, offered the following resolution: 
Resolved; That the thanks of the Senate are hereby tendered 

to the Hon. John J. Selman, for the able, impartial and highly 
satisfactory manner in which he has discharged the responsible 
dutie3 of President of the Scnate, during the present session, 

Which was unanimously ~dopted. 
Mr. Harbour, from the select committe, to whom was referre(} 
Senate file, No. 117, An act supplemental to the act of Feb-

ruary 25, 1847, entitled an aot f&1" the management and distril:!u,,", 
tion of the school fund, 

Reported the same1 back with one amendment, 
Which was concurred in. 
Said bill was read a second time. 
Mr. Springer proposed a substitute for the 8th section, and 

a proviso to the first, and to amend the fifth: section as follows: 
strike out all after the 8th line, and ~nsert, "on the first day of 
November next." 

The question being on the adoption of the amendment, sub
stitute and proviso, was decided in the affirmalh'e, 
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, Mr. Royston moyed to s.l.rike out" Robert Brown," and in. 
aert Benjamin Llice. 

Mr. ES'py m~ved to amend by inserti'ng thc llame of Enoch 
Pa·rdcu. 

A division of' the question being called for. 
The Senate refused to strike out the name of Robert Bl"Own. 
Said bill was read a third tim~. 
The question being on the passage of the bill, 
'rhe yeas .and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follow5~ • 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 

Howel, Royston antI Shields-8. 
Nays-Mes&Ts.-Cassady, Cook, Spri~g.er; Sprott,.Wright and 

Mr. President-6. 
Said bill was passed? and title agreed to. 
Mr. Aarbour moved to adj(lurn till half past St)2' o'clock, this, 

evening. 
Mr. Bradley moved to amend by inserting Monday morning,.. 

9 o'clock. 
Upon this ques~ion, the yeas and nays were requested, and 

being ordered, were as follows: 
Yeas~MC6srs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Harbour, Shields,' 

Springer, lind Wright-7. 
Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Howel, ·Roy.stOll, Sprott and. 

Mr. President-6. 
Aud the Seuate adjourned. 

j\ofONDAYMORNING, JANt:AR'y 15, 1849.· 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment.· . 
:\Iessage from the House of Representatives, ,by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk. 
~lfr. Presidfllt-
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I am directcd to inform the Senate, that the Hoyse of Repre-
~ntatives has pas.sed, ' 

H. R. file, No. 176, A bill for an act to re-apportion the State 
tnto Representative and SenatQrial districts. 

In which the concurrencc of the Senate is rcquested. 
Mr. Crawf~d, fl' om the .committee on claims, to whom was 

refcrred, . 
H. R. filc, No. 170, A bill fo~ an act making appropriations 
~ the pay of , members, officers and printers of the General 
Assembly, and for other purposes, 

Rcported the same back, with sundry amcllumenb., 
Said bill was read a second time, and 

On motion of 1\Ir. Springe-r, 
Recommitted. 
H. R. filc, No. 167, A bill for an.act aJ10wing additional com

pcnsation tQ the agent employed to select University lands, 
Was read a first, second and third time, pasted, !lIU} title agre~tl 

to. 
H. R. file, No. 168, A bill for an act allowing and r~ulating 

writs of attachm6llt, 
Was read a fir6t, second and third time, passed, and title 

• agreed to. 
U. R. file, No. 169, A billforan·act increasing the flower of 

county commissioners, 
Was read a firitand second time, and· 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
Referred to. a select,,!ommittee, and' 
Messrs. Espy, Sprott and Wright, were appointed said oom

ittee. 
Mr. Crawford, from the committee on claims, to whom was re

ferred. 
H. R. ile, No. 170, A eillfor an aot making appropriation 

for the. pay of members, officers &Rd pr.inters of the General As
sembly, an\} for other purpose~, 

Reported the sa~e back with sundry amendments thereto, 
and asked the concurrence of the Senate therein, 

Which was agreed to • 
. Mr: Jo~,py ~l'ed to amend, by adding to 'C. Bates, fifty dollars.:, 
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C pon this que.tion 
The yeas and. nays were requested, and bei.ng ordered, were 

as follows: . 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Espy, and Har .. 

bour-5. 
Nays-Messrs. Cook, Crawford, Howel, Royston, Shields, 

Springer, Sprott, Wright, and Mr. ~residerit-9. 
Said motion was lost. • 
Message from the House of Represcntatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk • 
.Mr. Prcsident-

I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 114, Joint Resolution for a grant ofland. 
Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to nett proceeds 

of sales of publlc lands. . 
Senate file, Np. 91, An lIot to repeal Ule township organiza

~ion of Scott county •. 
Senate file, No. 49, An ailt donating college square, to medi. 

cal department of State University.' 
Senate file, No. 108, J pint Resolution for a mail rQute. 
Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and Joint Resolution asking a 

donation of land for, a milita:ry road. 
Senat.e file, No. 106, An act to establish a State road from 

Grandview to Bloomington. ' 
Senate file, No. 111, An act supplemental to the act estab

lishing a branch of State University at Fairfield •. 
• Senate file, No. 89, An act relative tq deeds of colleotors of 
revenue. 

Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road from 
OskalooJla to Montezuma. 

Senate file, No. 107, An act to establish a State road from 
west. line of Johnson county, to west line of Dallas cc.unty. 

The same having passed the House of RepresentatiVf.ls with
out amendment. 

I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 113, A bill for an act concerning costs and 

fees. 
The same having passed the .House of Representatives; with 
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Due amendment, in which the concurrence Qf the Senate is re
quested. 

Also, 
Senate file, No. 67, A hill for an act making appropriations 

fur public buildings at Iuwa City. 
The same having passed the House of Representatives, with 

one amendment, in which the concurrence of the Senate is re
quested. 

The House of Representatives has indefinitely postponed 
Senate file, No. no, An act authurizing ap. additional tax in 

Jackson county, far the Purl)ose of building a bridge across the 
Maquoketa ri.ver. 

Mr. Wright moved to amend by inserting the fpes of officers 
and witnesses in the case of NosIer vs. Royston. 

Upon this q1,lelltion, the yeas and nays were requested, and 
being ordered, were as follows: 

I 

Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Harbour, Shields, 
Springer, Sprott, Wright and Mr. President-IO. 

Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Crawford, and Howel-3. 
Said amendment was agreed to. 
Mro Wright moved to amend by adding, "to James .Sloan, for 

witness fees, 280 miles travel, and one day's attendance before 
the committe, at 8 cents per mile, $23 40. 

Upon Ihis question, the yeas and nays were requested, and 
beihg ordered, were as follows: 

Ye;l.s-Messrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott, Wright, and Mr. 
President-5. 

Nays-Messrs.· Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 
Harbour, Howel, and Shields-8. 

And the amendment was 16st. 
The question being on the passage of the MIl, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being .ordered, were 

as follows: ' 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Brad,ley, Cassady, Crawf.ord, Espy; 

Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, Sprott and Mr. President 
-11. 

Nays-Messrs. Cook, Springer and Wright-B. 
Said bill was passed, and title agreed to. 
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H. R. lilt', No. 13" A bill for an act donating ceJ,"tnill lands 
to the medical departmt'nt of the Iowa rniYcrsily, 

"Vas read a first and second thne, and, 
On motion pf Mr. Springer, 

Referred to the committl'e on Schools. 
Mr. Cook, from the selec~committee, to whom 'was referred 
H. R. file, No. 3-], A bill for an act requiring all notices of 

sales of courts of record to bc published in some newspaper, 
Reported the same back; with sundry am,endments, 
W-hich were ·conourred in. 
Said bin was r.ead a third t.ime, passed, and title agreed to. 
:Mr. Espy from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported 
Senate fHe, No. 91, An ac~ to repeal thtl township organi.za-

1jon of Scott county. 
Senate ,file, No. 68, An act for the construction of a plank 

,road from Montrose to Keokuk, in Lee COlltity. 
Senate file, No. 9~, Preamble and j~int resolution for a grant 

of land to cOI1!;truct a military road fr9m the Mississippi to tlle 
Missoul'i river. 

Senate file, No. 79, 4,;q, act to al!lthorize J. H., C. W'. and R. 
Gower til imflrove the Cedar river by a dam and lock. 

Senate file, No. (?6, All act to layout and establish a. State 
road from Dubuque city to Bunker's landing, in Clayton oounty. 

:Senate file, No. 88, l\1:emorial to tJ1e Legislature of Wisconsin, 
for a continuation of thc Dubuque and Keokuk rail road. 

:Senate file, No. 9.6, J Qint Resolution. 
Senate file, No. 63, An act to establish a State road therein 

namod. 
Senate file, No. 29, An act .and ordinance accepting the prop.

csitions made by Cc;mgress QJ;1 the admission of Iowa, as a State, 
into the union. 

Senate file, ,No. 47, An act t9 amend an. net -entitled an' act 
regulating practice in the district courts of the territory of Io.wa,. 

Senate file, No. 52, An act to estalillisl1 a State road th.ereill 
named. 

Senate file, No. 43, .r oint Resolution for the relief of J. Taylor; 
Senate file, No. 62, An act to amend anaet creating aBoard of 

.public Works, appt;ovedFcbruary 24, 1847 • . 
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Senate file, N<l; 69, An act to incorporate thc town of Cedar 
rapids, in Linn county. 

~enate file, No. 99, An act to provide fo,r the payment of print
ing laws in newspapers. 

Senate file, No. 49, Memorial to <Alngress relati~e to ih~es
tablishment of military posts. 

Senate file, No. 106, An act to ell.tablish a State rllad from 0s
caloosa to Montazuma. 

Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution fur a maitrou1e.' 
~enate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to the nett pro

ceeds arising from the sale of lands in Iowa. 
Senate file, No. 107, An act to establish a State road from tile 

weISt line of Johnson, to the west li:ne of DlllIas county. 
Senatc, file, No. 72, An act to authorize R. R. Jenks to erect' 

a ioll bridge across the Wapsipinicon riVer.' 
Senate file, No. 74,' An act for the benefit of the county ofDu ... 

• b~e. 
,Senate file, No. 114,- Joint Resolution for an'appropriation of 

land to aid in the construction of the buildiRgs' of the brancn of 
the State Urliveriity at Fairfield. 

Senate tile, No. 101, An act to establish a State road from. 
Drakesville" to Albia in Monr()e county. 

Senate file, No. 67, An act making an appropriation for the 
public buildings at Iowa City. 

Senate file, No. 92, Joint resolution in relation to the print
ing of the acts and resolutions of the General Assembly., and 

Senate file, No. 97, An Ret in relation to the election of Stat I: 
officers, 
, As correctly enroiled. 

lHr. Espy, from the committee 011 enrolled Lill.,;, 
Reportcd, that they had presentcd the following bills to tIle 

Go\'ernor, for his signaturc . 
• Senate file, No. 5:~, An act for the organization of LnCltS county. 

Senate file, No. 83, An IIct for an additional justice of the 
peace in Montrose township, in Lee county. 

Substitute for 
H. R.fllc', No. 1,"18, Au ad to prcsenc thc l'cr.ol'd~ of Jones-' 

(;ounly." 
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, Senate file, No. 66, An act for the re-Iocation of the coun1t 
seat of Clayton county. 

Senate file, No. 64, An act to authorize A. Phelps to keep a 
ferry. . 

Senate file, No. 85, An act for the re-Iocation of the county 
seat of Benton cdunty. 

Senate file, N~. 73, An act fixing the terms of the District 
Court. 

Senate file, No. 55, An aetto authorize Robert Bunker to keep' 
a ferry across the Mississippi river, at Bunker's landing, in Clay~ 
ton county •. 

Senate file, No. - Joint Resolution for a mail route. 
Senate file. No.65, Joint Resolution of thanks to Captain 

Roberts. 
Senate file, No. 87, An act to amend an act to re-organize the 

Supreme Court. 
Mr. Espy, from the select committee, 'to whom was referred 
H. R. file, No. 139, A bill for an act to establish at Fairfield 

a braneh of the State University, . 
Reported 1he same back, with amendments; which were con

curred in. 
Said l>ill was read a second an(l third time, passed, and title 

agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 166, A bill for an act exempting a homestead· 

from execution, -
Was read a first and second time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Howel, 
Referred to the committee on the J udicitlty. 

On motion, 
The Senate adjourned till 2 o'clock, P. M. 
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TWO O'CLOCK, P. M. 

H. R. file,-No. 176, An act tllre-apportion the Stateillto rep
resentative and senatorial. districts, 

Was read a first and second time. 
Mr. Alger moved to strike out Poweshiek, and insert the 

same in the 10th section of the bill. 
Agreed to. 
Mr. Harbour moved to strike out" three," and insert" two" 

in the fourth lIection, and strike out" two," and insert" three," 
in the tenth section; disagreed to. 

Mr. Springer moved to give Pottawattamie county a represen
tative. 

A call of the Senate being had, Mr. Selman was found to be 
absent. 

Mr. Selman appearing, the further call was suspended. 
L pon this question, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Springer, Sprott and W right.-5. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 

Howel, Royston, Shieldfl and Mr. President-9. 
Mr. Springer moved to insert ., Pottawattamie," after the 

word" Lucas." 
Upon this question, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows : . 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Springer, SproU, 

Wright and Mr. Presidimt-7. • 
Nays-Messrs. Alger,' Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel. 

Royston and Shields,-7. 
So said question was lost. 
Mr. Royston moved to strike out. .• nne representative" from 

the Dubuque district, and gi\'e the same to l>ottawattamic county. 
3:l 
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Upon this question, the yaes and nays were requested and 
bei~g ordered, were as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Howel, RQ)'ston, Wright and'Mr: 
President-5. 

Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy, 
Harbour. Shields, Spr~nger and Sprott-9. 

Mr. Royston moved to attach Pottawattamie county to the 
Davis and AppaxlOose district. 

Mr. Crawford having been called to the chair, 
'Mr. Selman moved to take one representative from Henry 

county. 
Disagreed to. 
Mr. Selman movtd to amend the seWlnth section by 'adding 

"Davis and Appanoose, and the coun'ry lying west, and give 
. that district five representatives." 

Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and 
being ordered, were as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Royston, Shields and Sprott 
-5. . . 
. Nays-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, H-arbour. 
Howel, Springer, Wright and Mr. President-9. 

And the question was decided in the negative. 
Mr. Springer moved to strike out "two," and insert ·'three," 

in the district comJXtsed of Louisa and Washington counties. 
Disagreed to. 
Mr. Selman moved to inde-finitely postpone said hill. 
Upon this question the yeas and nays were requested, and 

:being ordered, were as follows·: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Howel, Royston, Shields and 

Mr. President-6. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Harbour~ 

:Springer, Sprott and Wright-8. 
And said question ~as decided in the negative. 
Mr. Springer moved to insert "CI~k" in the 4th section, after 

the word "Lucas." 
Disagreed to. 
Mr. Selman moved a reconsideration of the vote takcllon at

taching Pottawattamie county, 
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Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and 
being 'ordered, were as follows: 

y eas-M~s8rs, Alger, Bradley, C,!-ssady, Crawford, Espy,. 
Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr President-l(}. 

Nays-Measrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott and Wright-4. 
Said yote was reconsidered. 
Mr. Harbour moved to .strike outthree, and insert two, in the 

fourth section. 
Mr. Harbour moved. ~ substitute ill: the lOth section, "one 

senator and two representatives jointly." 
Mr. 'Royston ~oved that the extra Representative be given to 

the district composed of Cedar, Linn, and Benton counties. 
Mr. Shield~ moved to amend by adding to theJ5th section 

"one member." 
Message from the House of Repr~entatives, I1,y Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk • 
.Mr. PresidenJ-

I !pJl directed to inform.the·· Senate. that the House of Repr~ 
. sentatives has p$Ssed, . 

H. R. file, No. 175, A bill for an act to provide for. the ac
cepting of lands that may be donated by Congress, and to pro~ 
vide for the. selectiDn of the same. 

In which the concprrenoe of the Senate is requ.ested. 
I herewith return, 
Senate file, No. 111, A bill for an act supplemental to the ~ 

establishing a branch of the University at Fairfield. 
The House of Representatives has also passed" with().ul 

amendment, 
Senate file, No. 56, A bill for an,act toprQ'Iide for the ~

funding .of the purchase money 'paid by purchasers of lots. in 
Monroe city,.and vacating said city. . 

Also, 
H. R. file,. No. 176, A bill for an act to repeal a portion of.an 

act therein named) . 
,In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
The House has indefinitely' postponed. 
Senate file, No. 115, .A. bill for an act to locate a State road 

from Washington to Montezuma. 
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Senate file, No. 63, An act to establish a State road therein 
named. 

Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to the nett pro
ceeds of the sale of public lands in Iowa. 

Senate file, No. 65, Resolution of thanks to Capt. B. S. Roh
erts. 

Senate file, No. 52, An act to establish a State road therein 
named. 

Senate file, No. 91, An act to repeal the township organiza
tion of Scott county. 

Senate file, No. 47, An act to amend an act entitled an act 
regulating practice ill the di~trict courts in the Territory of 
Iowa. 

Senate file, No. 88, MemoJ;ial to the legislature of Wisconsin, 
for the continuation of the Dubuque and Keokuk railroad. 

Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and joint resolution for a dona
tion of land to construct a military road from the Mississippi to 
the Missouri river. 

The same having received the signature of the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives. 

Senate file, No. 114, Joint Resolution for an appropriation of 
land to aid in the construction of the buildings of the branch of 
the State University at Fairfield. 

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Resolution for the relief of John 
Taylor. 

Senate file, No. 99, An act to provide for the payment of laws 
published in newspapers. 

Senate file, No. 72, An act to authorize R. R. Jenks to erect 
aOto11 bridge across the Wapsipinicon river. 

Senate file\ No. 46, Memorial to Congress relative to the es
tablishment of military posts. 

Senate file, No. 74, An act for the benefit of the county of Du
buque .. 

Senate file, No. 69, An act to incorporate the town of Cedar < 
rapids, in Linn county. 

Senate file, No. 101, An act to establish a State road from 
Drakesville to Albia in Monroe county. 

Senat.e file, No. 29, All act and ordinance accepting the pro-

Digitized by Google 



THE SENATE. 261 

. positions. made by Congress, on the admission of Iowa as a State, 
into the Union. 

Senate file, No. 96, Joint Resolution. 
I herewith return, 
Senate file, No. 79, An act to authorize J. H., C. W. and R. 

Gower, to improve '"Cedar river, by the erection of a lock and 
dam. 

Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution for a mail route. 
Senate file, No. 62, An act to amend an act creating a Board 

of Public Works, approved February 24, 1847. 
Senate file, No. 50, An act to layout and establish a State 

road from Dubuque city, to Bunkers'.landing in Clayton county. 
Senate file, No. 92, Joint Resolution in relation to the print

ing of the acts and resolutions of the General Assembly. 
Senate file, No. 67, An act making appropriations for the pub

lic buildings at Iowa City. 
Sennte file, No. 107, Annct to establish a Staterondfrom the 

west line of Johnson, to the west line of Dallas county. 
Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road from Os

caloosa to Montezuma. 
I herewith return, 
Senate file, No. 70, A bill for an act to provide for the making 

of a railroad from Du Buque to Keokuk. • 
The same having passed the House of Representatives, With 

the following amendments : 
Strike out the first section, together with the enacting clause, 

and, 
Strike out all after the end of the second section. 
In which the concurrence of the Senate is requested. 
Mr. Harbour moved to strike out "one" from the Dubuque 

district, and add to Wappelo and Monroe. 
Agreed to. 
Mr. Harbour moved to reconsider. 
Agreed to. 
The question being on striking out and inserting. 
Was disagreed to. 
Mr. Royston moved to reconaider the vote attaching Powe

shiek to the Mahaska district. 
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Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested,aD41 
being ordered, were as follows: 

Y cas-Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Wright and 
.M r. President-7. 

Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley,.. Cook, CrDwford, Shields, 
Springer and Sprott-7. 

And the question was decided in the negative. 
Mr. Bradley moved to reconsider the vote attaching Pottawat

amie to Clark. 
Upon this question, the yeas.. and nays, were requested, and 

being ordered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Alger,. Bradley, CassadYt Crawford, J:spYt 

Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr. President.-IO 
Nays-Messrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott and Wright-4. . 
Said question waa decided in the affirmative •. 
Mr. Springer moved to add Clark to Davis and Appanoose. 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and 

being ordered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cook, Springer, Sprott and Wright--4. 
Nays Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 

Harbour, Howel, Royston, Shields and Mr. Presiden~IO. 

Mr. Harbo~r moved to'strike out one Representative from 
the Dubuque district. 

Upon 'this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and 
lleing ordered, were as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Harbour, Howel, Royston, Springer t 
Sprott, Wright and Mr. President-8. 

Nays-Meurs. Alger. Bradley, Cook~ Crawford, Espy and 
Shields--6. 

Said question was decided in the affirmative. 
Mr. Harbour moved to strike out the words "one representa

tive jointly," from the 11th section. 
A call of the Senate being had, Mr. Bradley was found tel be 

absent. 
Mr. Bradley appearing, the further call was 81l11pended. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, with leave, 

reported that they had presented to the Governor for his signa
ture, 
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Senate file, No. 69, An act to incorporate the town 'of Cedar 
Rapids, in Linn county. 

·Senate file, No. 96, Joint Resolution. 
Senate file, Nu. 91, An act to repeal the township organiza~ 

tion of Scott county. 
Senate file, No. 29, An act and ordinance accepting the pro

positions made by Congress, on the admission of Iowa, as a 'State, 
illtothe Union. 

Senate file, No. 47, An act to amend an act entitled an act 
regulating practice in the district courts ill the Territory of 
Iowa. 

Senate file, No. 52, An. act to vacate a part of the town of 
Pittsburg, in Van Buren county. 

Senate file, No. 88, Memorial to the legislature of Wisconsin 
for a continuation of the Dubuque IllldKeokuk railroad. 

Senate file, No. 100, Joint Resolution relative to the nett 
proceeds arising frdm the sale of lands in Iowa. 

Senate file, No. 72; An act to authorize R. R. Jenks to ereet 
a toll bridge across the Wapsipinicon river. 

Senate file, No. 56, An act to layout and establish a State 
road from Dubuque to Bunker's landing, in Clayton county. 

Senate file. No. 49, Memorial to Congress relative to the es
tablishment of military posts. 

Senate file, No. 95, Preamble and joint resolution for a gra~ 
of land to construct a Il?ilitary road from the Mississippi to the 
Missouri river. . 

Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road from Os
caloosa to Montezuma. 

Senate file, No. 104, Joint Resolution for an appropriation of 
land to aid in the construction of the buildings of· the brandl at 
the State University at Fairfield. 

Senate file, No. 43, Joint Re~olution for the relief of J. Taylor. 
Senate file, No. 101, An act to establish a State road from 

Drakesville to Albia, j~ Monroe county. • 
Senate file, No. 99, An act to provide for the payment of 

printing the laws in newspapers. . 
Senate file, No. 92, Joint Resolution relative to printing the 

act:! and resolutions of tha General Assembly. 
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Senate file, No.63, An act to establish a State road therein 
named. 

Senate file, No. 107, An act to establish a State road from the 
west line of Johnson, to the west line of Dallas county. 

Senate file, No. 108, Joint Resolution for a mail route. 
Senate file, No. 79, An act to authorize J. H., C. W. and R. 

Gower, to improve Cedar river by a dam and lock. 
Senate file, No. 67, An act making an appropriation for the 

public buildings, at Iowa City. 
. Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road from Os

caloosa, to Montazuma. 
Senate file, No. 59, An act to provide for the payment of ex

penses in the arrest and detention of Allen Cammeron, afugitive 
from. justice from the State of Pennsylvlliia. 

Senate file, No. 68, An act for the construction of a plank road 
from Montrose to Keokuk in Lee county. 

Senate file, No. 74, An act for the benefit'of the countyofDu
buque. 

Senate file, No. 89, An act in relation to deeds of collectors of 
revenue. 

Senate file, No. 105, An act to establish a State road, from Os
caloosa, to Montazuma. 

Senate file, No. 111, An act supplemental to an act to estab
If5h a branch of'the State University at l<~airfield. 

Upon the question pending, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Harbour, Howel, Royston, Sprillger, 

Sprott, Wright and Mr. P,esident-8. 
Nays-MeIlSfs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Espy and 

Shields-6. 
So said amendment was agreed to. • 

On motion Gf Mr. Bradley, 
The 14th section of the bill was so omended as to give Jack

son and Jones two representatives jointly. 
On motion of Mr. Shields, 

The following was substituted for the 15th section: 
That the counties of Dubuque, Clayton, Delaware, Buchanan, 

I 
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Black Hawk, Winneshiekand Allamakee, .hallhave two Sena
tors. 

That the counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Buchanan, and 
Black Hawk, shan have three Representatives jointly; and 

That the counties Clayton, Fayette, Winneshiek, and Alama
kee, 'shall have one Representative jointly. 

Said'bill was read a third time, passed,.and title agreed to. 
Mr. Shields, from the committee on schools, to whom was re

ferred 
H. R. file, No. 130, An act to dOll:ltc certain lands to the mea-

icaldepartment of the Iowa University, , 
Reported the same back, and recommended its indefinite post

ponement. 
Upon this question, 
The yeas and nays were request~d, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Ho\\'el, Shields, 

Springer, and Mr. President---7. 
,Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Royston, and Wright, 

-5. 
Said report ,vas concurred in, and said bill indefinitely post

poned. 
H. R. file, No. 47, A bill for au act to amend an act entitled 

an act for the organization of Pottawatomie and other counties, 
Was taken from the table, 
Mr. Cook moved its indefinite postponement. 
U pan this question, 
The ye~s and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Crawford, Springer, Sprott, 

and W right-6. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, 

Royston, Shields, and Mr. President-8. 
Said motion was disagreed to. 
Said bill was laid on the table, subject to the order of the Sen: 

ate. 
Mr. Royston offered the following resolution: 
Rcs{)lved By the, Senate, (the House cOll~ur1'ing,) That thl' 
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resolution fixing thi1i ail a day.of adjournment, be and the 1Ia'RJe 

is hereby resoinded. 
'Upon the adoption -of this resolution, 
The yeas and nays ··were requested, alld :being ordered, were 

al follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cassady, Espy, Harbour, Howel, Roysto)l and 

Mr. President-6. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, ·Cook., Crawford, Shields, 

'SIJringer, Sprott arid Wright-8. 
So Baid resolution was not adopted. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. LefIhlg

well, chief·clerk • 
... ilf1·. President-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the Honse of Repre
sentatives has passed 

H. R. file, No. 177, An act supplemental to the act making 
appropriation for the pay of members, officers and printers of the 
General Assembly, and for other purposes. 

In: 'w.hich the concurrence of the Senate -is requested. 
H. R. file, No. 171, 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 113, An act to amend an act ,regulating 'COlt. 

and fees, 
Was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to. 
Senate file, No. 70, An act to provi4e for the making of a 

railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk, 
Will read, as amended by the House, and, 

On mollion of Mr. Shields, 
Laid on the table. 
H. R. file, No. 176, A bill for au act to repeal celLais acts 

therein named, 
~ Was read a fint and second time, and 

Mr. Sprillger moved its indefinite postponement. 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays were .requested, and 

being ordered, were a-3 follows: 
Ye:.1.s-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cook, Crawford, ROystOR, 

Shields, Springer and Wright-8. 
Nay:;-Messrs.·Cassady, Espy and Bowel-B. 
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Said bill was indefinitely postponed. 
On motion of Mr. Espy, 

The Senate resolved itself into a committee of the whole, for 
the consideration of 

H. R. file, No. 166, A bill for an act to exempt a homestead 
from execution, 

Mr. Bradley in the chair, 
And after· some time spent therein, the oommittee rose, and 

by their chairman, reported the same back, without amendment, 
and recommended its passage •. 

It being moved to concur in the report of the Judiciary com
mittee, recommending the striking out of the proviso i~ said 
bill, 

The yeas and nays were requested, and being orderedt were 
as. follows: . 

Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, How.el, Shields, and 
Wrjght-5. 

Nays-Messrs. Cassady, Cook, Espy, Harbour., Royston,. 
Springer, and Sprott-8. 

The question was decided in thanegative •. 
Mr. Shields moved to lay s.aid hlll on the table. \ 
Upon this_ question, the yeas and nays w.ere requested,. and 

being ordered, were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley •. Crawford, Howel, Shields, and 

Wrig~t-5. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Cauady, «took, Espy, Harbour, Roy

at.on, and ~pringer-7 
On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till half past 6 o'clock, P. M., 
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HALF PAST SIX O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr. Crawford mo\'cd a call of the Senate. 
When it appeared that Mr. Shields was absent. 
That gentleman appearing, the further call was suspeuded. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing-

well, chief clerk • 
.Mi'. President-

I herewith present for yon,r signature, 
H. R. file, No. 113, An act to authorize an additional tax for 

State purposes. 
H. R. file, No. 117. 
The same having passed both branches of the General As

sembly, and received the signature of the Spe~ker of the House 
of Representatives. . 

H. R. file, No. 166 ,An act to exempt a homestead frolll forced 
sale, 

Was read with amendment~, 
Which were eonourred in. 
The question then being 011 tIle passage of the bill, 

'The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 
as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Harbour, Roys
ton, Springer, Sprott, and Mr. President-9. 

Nays-Messrs. Bradley> Crawford, Howel, Shields, and 
Wright-5 . 

. Mr. Crawford moved to amend the title by substituting a bill 
for an act to prevent the payment of debts: 

Upon this question the yeas and nays were requested, and be
ing o.rdered, were as follows: 

Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Crawford, Shields, and W right-4. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Cook, Espy, Harbour, How

el, Royston, Springer, Sprott, and Mr. President-lO. 
Said bill was passed, and title agreed to. 

Digitized by Google 



THE SENATE. 269 

, Mr. Alger, with leave, introduced 
Senate file, No. 120, A bill ror an act, supplemental to an act, 

approved February 25, 1847, entitled "an act to establish 11/ 

State University." 
Said bill was read a first> second and third time, passed, ana 

title agreed to. 
H. R. file, No. 177, A bill for an act supplemental to an act. 

making appropriations. for pay of members, officers and printers 
of the General Assembly, 
, Was read a first and second time. 

Mr. Wright moved to strike out the name of G. S. Hampton. 
Upon this question, 
The yeas and nays were :requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Cook, SprInger, Sprott, and Wright--4. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, 

lIarbour, Howel, Royston, Shields, and Mr~ President-9. 
Mr. Royston moved to strike out fifty. 
Upon this question, 
The yeas and nays were requested, and being ordered, were 

as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Bradley, Cook, Royston, Shields, Springer, 

Sprott and Wright-7. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Cassady, Crawford, Espy, Harbour, 

Howel, and Mr. President-7. 
So the question was decided in the negative. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk • 
.Mr. President-

I herewith present for your signature, 
H. R. file, No. 136, Joint Resolution asking a change of mail 

conveyance and extension ofmaH route. 
H. R. file, No. 155, An act granting a right of way to Wm • 

. F. Coolbaugh. 
H. R. file, No. 99, An act for the relief of A ppanoose county. 
H. R. file, No. 146, An act to empower the mayor of the 

town of Fort Madison, to act all Ii justice of the peace in certain 
cases. 
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H. R. file, No. 161, Joint ReSQlution fOl' n mail route. 
H. R. file, No. 138, An act to organize the· county of Alla

makee. 
H. R. file, No. 139, An aet to establish at Fairfield, a branch 

of the State University. 
H. R. file, No. 160, An act to change the location of eertain 

roads therein named. 
H. R. file, No. 156, Joint Resolution for a mail route. 
H. R. file, No. 143, An aetfor a State road therein named. 
H. R. file, N~. 158, Joint Reselution,. asking a donation w . 

land for the improvement of the Wapsipinicon river • 
. H. R. file, No. 11, An act to preserve the purity of elections. 

H. R. tile, No. 154, An aQt to prolUde for the instruction or 
thedeaf, dumb and blind. 

H. R. file,. No. 152, An, act to locate a State road from Fair
field to Keokuk in Lee county. 

All of which have passed. both branches of the General As
sembly, and have beeD. reported as correctly enrolled. 
, I herewith return 

Senate file, No. 104, A bill for an act t~ establish a branch of 
the State University at Dubuque. 

'The same having passed the House without amendment. 
Mr. Cook moved to amend by inserting to.H.D. Downey one· 

hundred dollats. 
Upon this question, the yeas and nays were requested, and 

being ordered, were as follows: 
. Yea:I-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Crawford,. 

Harbour, Howel and Royston-8. 
Nays-Messrs. Espy, Shields, Springer, Sprott, Wright and 

Mr. President-6. 
Mr. Howel moved to reconsider. 
Upon this question the yeas and nays were requested, and 

being ordered. were as follows: 
Yeas-Messrs. Crawford, Espy, Harbour, Howel,. Royston, 

Shields, Wright and Mr. Pruident-8. 
Nays-Messrs. Alger, Bradley, Cassady, Cook, Springer and 

Sprott-6. 
Mr. Crawford moved to insert, to H. D. Downey 25 dollar •• 
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Mr. Cook moved to amend by inserting seventy-five dollars. 
The question being on the amendment to the amendment, 
Was agreed to. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

,vell, chief clerk: 
.1\11·. Presidellt-

I am directed to inform the Senate tha.t the House has ap" 
lX'~tedMr. R",ed tOotlot in conjunction with a similar committee 
on the part of the Senate, to wait upon His Excellency, and 
inquire if he has any further communications to make to the 
General Assembly. 

Mr. Harbour was thereupon appointed said ctmmitteer on the 
part of tlle Senate. 

Said bill was read a third time. 
The question beinl; on the passage of the Lill, 
It was decided in the negative. 
1I;Ir. Bradley offered the following resolution: 
Resoll,ed, Tha.t C. C. Rockwell, the Secretary of the Senate, 

is entitled to, and is hereby tendered the thanks of the Senate, 
for the diligence and attention with which he bas discharged 
the arduous duties incumbent upon him, . 

Whi~h was unanimously adopted. 
Mr. Wright reported from the select committee appointed to' 

inquire into the right of the Hon. Barney Royston.to a s.eat iu 
this body, from tlle district composed of the counties·of Wall
ello and Monroe. 

On motion of Mr. Espy, 
Said report was laid on the tab~e. 
Message from the House of Representatives, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk: 
.AIr. President-

I herewith return 
Senate file, No. 89, An act in relation to deeds of collect<tr,. 

of revenue. Also, • 
Senate file, No. 106, An act to layout and establish a State 

road fro:n Grand"icw to Bloomington, inl'rIuscaline county. 
The same having recei.ved the signatu,c of the Speaker of 

the House of Reprc:reutativcs. 
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I herl.':with present for your signature, 
H. R. file, No. 116, Joint Resolution Cor a mail route from 

Bellevue to Independence. 
H. R. file, No. 108, An aot authorizing W. F. Breckenridge 

to make a canal, and take water fxom the 'Wapsipinicon river, 
and to create a water power. 

H. R. file, No. 128, An act making an appropriation for the sup
port of the State government for the fitteal ye~s 1849 and 
1850. 

H. R. file, No. 100, An act to amend an act providing' for 
the collection of revenue for State and county purposes. 

H. R. file, No. 10, An act to amend an act entitled an act to 
layout and establish certain roads therein named. ' 

The House of Representatives has passed, without amend
ment, 

Senaie file, No. 117, An act supplemental to the act of Feb. 
21, 1847, entitled an act to provide for the management and dis
position of the school fund. 

Mr. Harbour from the joint committee appointed to wait on 
His Excellency, 

Reported, that they had perf.ormed that duty, and received the 
following reply: 

That he had no further communications to make to the Gener
al Assembly. 

·Mr. Shields moved to take from the table, 
Senate file, No. 70, A bill for an act to provide for the making 

of a railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk, 
Which was agreed to. 
Mr. Cook moved to restore the enacting clause. 
Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Bradley, 
The vote had on 
11. R. file, No. - A bill for an act supplemental to an act, 

making appropriations, &c., for .members, officers and printers 
of the General Assembly, and for other purposes, 

Was reconsidered, and 
Said bill was so amended, as to allow George S. Hampton, 

one hundred ",dollars," and H. D. Downey, "fifty." 
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On motion, 
Messrs. Bradley and Springer were appointed a committee 

to inform the House of Representatives that tbe ~enate is now 
ready to adjourn sine die. 

Those gentlemen having reported t11at duty as performed, 
A committee was announced from the House of Representa

tives, composed of Messrs. Goodrell and Read, who informed 
the Senate tQat the House of Representatives was ready to ad

. journ sine die. 
Message from the House of Representati\'es, by Mr. Leffing

well, chief clerk • 
.Mr President-

I am directed to inform the Senate, that the House has concur
red in the amendment made by the Senate to the amendment of 

the Vouse, to . , '.'. 
Senate file, No. 70, A bIll for ari act to prOVide for the makmg: 

of a railroad from Dubuque'to Keokuk. , 
The same having received the signature of the Speal(er of the 

House of Representatives, and the President of the Sen::te. 
Mr. Espy, from the committee on Enrolled B,ills, ' 
Reported it as presentcd to the Governor, for his signatuie. 
Mr. Bradley moved that the Senatc adjourn sir.e die. 

Whereupon the ~rcsident delivered the following address: 

Gentlemen of the Senate:-The period has arrived which, for 
the General Assembly, terminates our labors as the servants of 
the people, and ,we are very soon ttl part, it may be to meet nO' 
more; and befqre I perform the last official duty of my station, 
allow me to return to you, Gentlemen, my sincere thanks for the 

, very kind expression of approbation of my conduct, which your 
resolution of yesterday conveys, and to say, that if, in the per
formance of a high publiq trust, you, with whom it has been my 
fortune and my pleasure to act, have seen any thing in my course, 
as the presiding officer of this Senate, to commend, to assure you. 
that your approbation of my o()nduct, (the highest reward that a 
faithful public servant can ever receive,) affords to me a satisfac
tion equalled only by that I enjoy arising from a consciousness 
of having at all times faithfully, to the best of My pl'or abilitll'~, 
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performed every public duty that has ever devolved upon me du .. 
ring the session. 

May health and h:q>piness attend you through life, and may 
j.ou all return in 'safety to the circle of your friends, and to the 
bosom of your families. 

The question was then put, 
Shall the Senate adjourn sine die. 
And was decided in. the afiirmative. 
·And the Senatc adjourned u+ifhout daft. , 
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JtUDITOR'S REPORT. 

STATE OF IOWA, AUDITOR'S OFFICE. ~. 
IOWA CITY, DECEMBER 4,. 1848. ~ 

f:lenflemen of the &nate and 
House of RepresentiLttves : 

As required by law, I have the honor to submit the followillg 
Itatement of the condition of the finallces of the State, and the 

. receipts and disbursements, coming under the control of this 
office, for the fiscal year ending on the ~Oth day of Novembex, 
1848. 

To exhibit the account 'of the finances, in a form to. be easily 
understood, it is presented under the following heads: 

I. A statement of the receipts into the Treasury from the 
several counties.. . 

II. A statement showing the amount of warrants drawn CIl , 

the Treasury, since the 30th day of November, 1847. 
III. A statement showing the amounts due from the several 

counties, on the years previous to 1847. 
IY. A Statement, showing the amount d\H: from the ae"eraI 
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~ounty treasurers, on the assessments of 1847, including tho 
lax reccived from pedlars. 

V. An estimate of appropriations, necessary for the ensuing 
two years, including the amounfto be raised already appropri-
ated. . 

VI. An abstr::ct of the number of polls, the number of 
acres of land, the· value with the i~provcments, with the enu
meration and value of all other property ill the State, as appears 
upon the assessment rolls of the several counties, showing the 
total valuation, antI the amount levied for State purposes for the 
year 1848. 

VII. A table showing the comparative increasE' or decrease 
in the valuation of property in the several counties, the increase 
of ,thc State tax of 1848, over that of' 1847, with the increase 
per ccnt., and the number of polls of those ye[lrs compared. 

VIII. A statement of the amount paid into the county treas
uries, as a State tax for pedlars' licenses in 1848. 

IX. A statement of the appropriations made at the first and 
second sessions of the General Assembly; showing the amounts 
drawn, and the balances undrawn, with the account against M. 
Reno, Esq., State Treasurer. 

It will be seen that the aggregate amount of property taxed 
within the State, amounts to $14,449,920; which, at 2 1-2 milla 
on the dollar, yields a revenue of $36,12905 forState purpo
ses. This is an increase upon the revenue of 1847 of $11,396 
16 cents, but uuder oui very imperfect system of collection, a 
large proportion cannot be realized. 

Of the $24,732 89 levied in the year 1847, the sum of 
$9,302 06 is not yet collect~d, and there is due on the assess .. 
ments of territorial tax, of the years 'Prior to 1847, the sum of 
$3,20245; whnt amount of these sums will be collected the 
coming year I am unablt: to estimate. 

The amount of warrants drawn, and outstanding at this time, 
is $22,651 62, which shows the present liabilities of the State. 

Several small accounts have been pre~ented for allowance. 
for debts contracted about the penitentiary. Tllere being no 
appropriation for sucn an object, I have defe~red acting UpOI\ 

them, until lOme provision is made by law for that purpose. 
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The abstracts af land sol~ at the land offices in 1847, and fur
flished for assessment to the several counties, have been the 
means of adiling a large amount to the revenue the present. 
year. In the Dubuque di!trict I was only able to procure the 
list for Clayton county, though every exertion was used to ob
tain the lists for all the courities in that district. 

The rcvenue in 1849 will probably a~ount to $50,000. If 
that should be the case the condition of our finances tvni years 
hence will be as follows: 
Present liabilities, $22,651 62 
Estimate of appropriatillns for two years, 53,700 00 
Revenue due on years previous to 1848, $12,504 00 

" of 184g, 36,129 00' 
-, of 1849. - 50,000 00 

$76,351 62 $98,633 00 
76,35162 

Lea,.-ing tor delinquencies and expcnses of collection $22,281 88 
From the foregoing it will be seen, that if the appropriations 

of the present session do not exceed my estimates for the ensu- • 
ing two years, the State at that time will be released from all 
debts except the loan payable in 1857. 

The counties of Jackson and Wapello have failed to furnish 
. an abstract of the assessmcnts in those counties in time to be in .. 

cluded in this report. Those counties will probably add 
$2,000 to the revenue of the present year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPHT. FALES, 

Auditor of State. 
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STATEMENT I. 

A statement "f the receipts from each county 
year ending the 30th of November. 1848:.· 
From the county of Appanoose,. 

" "" .. Benton, 
" "u Buchanan, 
" . <; It. Cedar. 

" "" Clayton, 
" 't.. Clinton, 
" «." Dallas, 
". .." Davis,. 
" "" Dela-ware,-
". .." Des Moines, 
" .." Dubuque, 
" 't "-' Henry, 
" ".. Iowa, 
" " " Jackson, 
" "" Jasper,. -
" "" Jefferson,. 
" IS" Johnson, -
" <.'" J'ones, 
" "" Keokuk, 
.. "." Le.e,. -

" '"" Linn,. 
" "" Louisa. 
" "" Mahaska, 
.1 "" Marion, 
.. "" 'Monroe, -
" "" M u9catine, -
" ".. Polk, 
" "" 8c(,tt, -
" "" Van Buren, 
" " " Wapello, 
" " " Washington, 

From Pedlars for license, -

r or the fiscal 

- $21 42 
00 00 
20 18 

515 2ti 
387 79 
347 20 
13 00 

305 90 
180 47 

1,160 86 
-1,442 95 

90000 
14 50 

,477 50 
2646 

1,000 00 

- 687 80 
... 197 18 

20730 
2,507 40 

- 89933 
65000 
20000 
6790 
0000 

1,459 62 
40 00 

300 00 
- 1,396 50 

314 32 
- 67635 

6500 

$16,482 13 
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SI' ATEMENT II. 

An exhibit of the warrants drawn oh the Treasury since the 
Mth :N"'ovember, 1847. 
For per diem and mileage of members and officers of 

the General Assembly, $4,412 00 ' 
.. 'Silas Foster, for printing, 612 61 
.. Howell and Cowles, for printing, 612 51 
" C.~. Fisk, for printing 11 55 
" It W. Albright, for printing, 10 00 
" A. H. Palmer, for printing, 2,277 42 
" A. P. Wood, for printing, 6 00 
" J. D. Spalding, for f>rinting, 25 00 
" i. W. and R. B. Ogden, for printing, 35 00 
" A. R. Sparks, for printing, 7 00 
"Shepherd and Ohr, for printing, 25 00 
" George Greene, for printing, 17 00 
" James Tizzard & Co., for printing, 5 00 
.1 E. Cutler, Jr. for indexing and distributing the 

laws, 
cc J. Scott Richman, for indexing ad distributing 

Journals of the House, 
lC John B. Russell, for indexing and distributing 

Journal of the Senate, 
" S. Johnson, for wood, &c., 
" S. C. Trowbridge, for postage, 
" J. F. Abrahams, for stationery, 

200 00 

25000 

II Little and McGuire, for carpeting, candles, &c., 
II Sundry appropriations per act, 

250 00 
lOa vo 
440 84 
320 ~7 
147 90 
411 60 

Total expenses of the last session, 
" E. Morris, for reports of the supreme court, 
" Chatles :Mason, fot fees in the boundary case 

between Iowa and Missouri, 
II John Brophy, agent to select Salt Springs, 
" Dubuque county, for cost in criminal cases, 
" S. Riggs, sheriff of Davis county, per act, 
" Murray and Sanxay, 

$10,181 00 
'750 00 

800 00 
64500 
855 91 
60 00 

1,727 84 
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For C. A Robbins, for seals, 
" Registers of Land offices for abstracts of land 

sold in 1847, 
" Governor's salary, 
" Secretary's " 
"Auditor's " 
" Treasurer's " 
" " Supreme Court expenses,. 
" Penitentiary expenses, 
" Joseph Williams, Salary as Chief Justice S. C.,. 
" 'S. C. Hastings." "C-

., John F. Kinney, " AssoCiate" " 
" Thos. S. Wilson," " " " 
" George Greene," ... " " 
" James P. Carleton, " as Judge District Court, 
" Geo. H. Williams," « '" 

" James Grant, "... " 
" Cyrus Olney, "" " 
" L. B. Patterson, " as Librarian, 
.. Librarian's contingent fund, 
" Public Buildings at Iowa City, 
.. James Harlan, as Sup. of Pub. Instruction, 
" Ansel Brigs for election returns, Dallas county, 
cc Interest on loan up to July 1, 1848, 
.t Sh'ffs, for elect. returns of President and V. P. 

20 00' 

$114 00 
1,000 00 

500 00 
600 00 
400 00 
276 50 
37 24.-

319 50 
680 50-
750 00 
41 66 

95276 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 
1,000 00 

15000 
33 42 

3,200 00 
1,200 00 

7000 
2,55237 

" 59524 

Total, $32,513 74 

• 
STATEMENT III." 

Amounts due from the'several counties (exc('41ting the delin
qllent lists credited) for the years pl:e"jous to 1847: 
From the county of AppanQose, 

" " "Cedar ," 
" " "Clayton, 
., " "Cli,nton, 
" " "Delaware, 

$6 40 
245 84 
]93 79 
4883 
22 95 
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,From the couuty of Des Moines, 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
'" 
" 
" 

Total, 

" "Iowa, 
'.' "Jackson, 
" "J efferson, 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" Johnson, 
" Keokuk, 
" Linn, 
" Louisa, 
" Muscatine, 
" Polk, 
" ScoUt, 

" 
" 
" 

VanBuren, 
Wapello, 
Washington, 

STATEMENT IV. 

281 

803 39 
8 59 

155 06 
74 86 
85 03 
945 

101 54 
SI 85 

4·14 48 
2 65 

111 68 
658 99 

32 92 
114 15 

$3,20245 

Amount dUe from tlie several county treasurers on the assess J 

ment of 1847, including the tax received from pedlars. 
Treasurer of Appanoose county, $35 64 

" Benton, " with damages, 45 34 

" Buchanan, " " 25 73 

" Cedar, " 304 81 

" Clayton, " 64 08 

" Clinton, " 16 31 

" Davis, " with damages, 16040 

" Delaware, " 622 

" DesMoines, " with damages, 2,248 9G 

" Dubuque, " 477 78 

" Henry, " 553 08 
.- Iowa, " 19 17 

" Jackson, " with damagc3, 247 04 

" Jasper, " 2 78 

" Jefferson, " 177 09 
36 
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Treasurer of Johnson, 
" Jon~s " 
" Keokuk, " 
" 

" 
" 
" 

" 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

Totul, 

Lee, 
Linn, 

" 
" 

Louisa, " 
l\'Iahaska, " 
Marion, 
:lVIonroe, 

" 
" 

Muscatine, " 
Polk, " 
~cott, " 
VanBuren," 
\Vapello, " 
W ushington" 

with damages, 

-w jtll dumag~;, 

STATEMENT V. 

52424 
141 77 
lOG 64 
974 98 

60 59 
416 08 
147 96 
49 94 
84 51 

356 6) 
61 37 

454 01 
1,303. 46 

142 51 
B2 96 

$9,302 Of) 

An estimate of ·appropriations necessary for the ensuing two 
years. 
For per diem alld-U'iileage of the members and officers, and all 

other expenses of the General Assembly, the present ses-
sion, $15,000 00 

Compensation to the Governor, 2,000 00 
Contingent expenses of the Governor, 300 00 
Compensation of the Secretary of State, 1,000 00 
Contingent expenses of the Secretary, 300 00 
Compensation to the Auditor of State, 1,200 00 
Contingent expenses of the Auditor, 300 00 
Compensation to the Treasurer of State. ROO 01) 
Contingent expenses of the Treasurer, 300 00 
Compensation to the Judges of the Supreme Court, 6,000 00 
Contingent expenses of the Supreme Court, 300 00 
Compensation to the Judges of the District courts, 8,000 00 

\ 
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(-;ompensotion to the Sup. of Public Instruction, in-
cluding the present year, 

Contingent expenses of the Sup. of Public In
I ~trl\ction, 

Compensation of the commissioners to revise the 
laws, . 

Contingent expenses of said Commissioners, 
• Compensation of the Librarian, , . 
The general contingent fund, 

283 

3,900 00 

300 00 

3,000 00 
300 00 
300 00 
500 00 

Total, 
Interest on loan already appropriated, 

$43,50000 
10,000 00 

Fees and mileage of Electors of President 
Vice President; and expenses of notifying, 

Total to.be raised for the next two years, 

and 
200 00 

$53,700 QO 
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STATEMENT VI. 

X;-; ADSTllACT of the number of polls; number of acres of lan(), with the value of the same with the improve
ments thereon; the value of town lots and their improVEments; 'with the yalue of all other property in the 
State, ~s copied from the asscsslT!ent roll, for the year 1848. 

c 

I I - I - Value ofnirrr.. 
I , • Value of ca _ f~cto:i(s, dif~ Hor~es over 2 years 

1'\ m her Value of land Valueoftown.[ I I 'Pc ItllerJe~, car- old. 

~ 
"" 

Z COL'XTIE~. I' [trl1 Acres of land. wilh improve- lots and im- ~ a emPho)e. 'lingm achine~ 
o 0 .~. . I I m mere an- d t d --------men s. proyemeu s. ,Iize. :U~ an yar s. I' ~ 

wllh the stock No. Value. '-' 
employed. , . 0 q 

-----.- .----.-- --- ----- ---- ---- -----.-- -----, \;d 1: A ppanoose, 213 723 $ 905. • . • . . . * 1 ,800 ~~ 1,7£0 223 $ 7,050 Z 
:: Benton, - - - - 7C 3,701 9,717 $ 437. 971 3,940 > 
:1 Buchanan, - 7:.; 3,298 6,761" , , , , 315 2,900 571 2,330 t"' 
·ICedar, - - C6... 93,357 302,965 25,8(jR 4,4Rt 8,915 1007! 43,365 c 
o;Chyton, 4i3 52,121 167,933 3·1,892 G,73C 16~200 468; 17,780 "-'j 

(i,Clinton, - - - - 444 34,62£; 143,405

1 

22,121 5,75() 7,300 541j 21,404 
7;Dallas, - - - - 57" , , , " "'" 105, 20 871 2,960 
8'Duvis, - - - - 852 45,253 132,167 3,843 9,36C 3,200 12651 42,038 
9!Delaware, - 242 26,726 80,178". 347, 16,805 

10 Des Moines, 2064 177,300 900,305 504,590· 116,850 12,230 .2453i 81,687 
lliDo ubupul', - 175E 118,744 524,677 418,020 117,152 24,800 1225

1 
43,842 

12iHenry, - - - - 1886 184,990 744,494 81,63] 24,485 7,847 1925 55,219 
13lIowa, - 99 3,020 5,323, 500 . 101 4,140 
14lJackson, - •• , • '. ,.... • ' •• , •• , 'I' •• • • • •• • •• 1 •••• ,. , , , ' .. 
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1[, Jasper, 
16 J ellerson, 
17 J oJmscn, 
1 E Jones, - - - -
19 Keokuk, -
20 Lee, - -
2] Linn, - -
22 Louisa, - -
23 Mahaska, -
24 iUarion, -
25 Monroe, 
26 Muscatine, -
27 Polk, 
28 Poweshiek, - -
29 Scott, -.,. 
30 Van Buren, 

1401 7,4671 21,650 4851 200 1,000 166' 5,40;'5 
1505 202,2081 461,595 39,749 22,550 9,648 2251 64,132 
772

r 
88,403 318,006 142,814 21,725 10,607 868 36,073 

427 44,72] 150,092 . 3,227 1,540 8,400 516 22,902 
664 tl.5,351 157,393 7,622 6,610 9,900 833 30,568 . 

3112 310,411 1,193,509 45,861 123,720 18,100 3480 113,219 
870 98,997 326,026 45,405 11,650 16,045 1057 41,395 
868 129,975 394,021, 36,264 20,441 5,364 1192 42,374 
829 44,253 125,413 17,653 12,975 7,650 1044 33,893 
920 27,316 39,947 3,306 9,032 2,920 890 30,886 
335 1,5,270 27,367 1,060 1,968 715 401 12,975 
808 131,932 357,932 198,031. 30,800, 6,3001 34,975 
530 I, 4,700 4,450 555 19,658 

70 9601 1,350 I 62 2,125 
886 94,356 846,522 136,466 17,450 18,975 964 34,994 

IH Wapello, -
32 Washington, 

2079 241,310
1 

723,9311 164,711
1 

51,495
1 

29,134'1 280711 84,227 

771/ __ 89,912 ~8,114 __ 38,651 __ 18,639 __ 3,245, 109_~ ~,585 

:-~~,-937L 2,3!~~0~_ 8,9~_1,6981 ~:0~8,812!:. 645,9~?L!~?~5!27,_9~~1_~~2,94~ 
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81' ·\'TE.MENT VI.-CONTIHED 

.-----_. 

'1 II:\catcattleovcrlwols~eslCoS, d 'n'eiSheep m'er sixmonths:Uogs over six months!Plc,oure car,""'"'' 
'J Cl)l' 'i"TI L' S ' . . I' er 0 I II '~IJ u." c> I, . I '" S . \' 0 o( , 
fl' IJ r I I '------------1-- ---. --- -.-------. --.--~-----, ----------

j_ ~()~ 1_ 'alll __ 0.: ra~ _ 0.,: _ all __ ' ~ _ __ ':0 u __ ' ~ _1_ _",-, _ 

11:\.pp<l11ll0se, - -i 8~3i 9,7871' 9621 1,223: 1,5731 2,6391 11 40 
Je 011 - - I 3 I 4,4 2 2 46 88 88 1 53 1 5 

~l:Bu('hall~ll, - - -I 263 3,6221 280! 2801 454[ 888 1 321 1,200 
Ce r, 1,0 :3, 01 ,7f 3 701 09 ,.. 39 1 1, 5 

GIClayt(;n, -I 1,962 22,854
1
, 5: 195 4-13 8581 1 8601 4 9401 255\ 8626 

eli Oll, 1,9 0, 0 3 1 ,5 , 1,.65. ,69 I _, '9b, • 4 40 
'.1D'(II~s., -: 330 4,0321 :31 8il 23c) 22:3! 476 835 1 31 '>20 

Va s. I ,5 ~ 5, 7 'i, 2 ,2;; G, 9]1 ,2611 1-6(, 11 95 
qlDchwarc, -I 1) 192 11/''>0 I D3 1 401 2 05& 2 05' ' ,.. I 

], De, l\1olnl's, - - i J,9 J1,.:l ]11 I ,06! 11, 911 14,33.)1 14,70;): I, 121 3-1,427 
lllDul lq - -: 3,73- ')8,'""05 10' 4° ,1"") 3 '57 17 8' '7dl 21 70 
1 IHenry, - - - I 2,206 42,2431 51 200 9,544 9,J4.11 13,1621 13,16LI bJD 24,422 
1'> 10\ , - - 5 5, ~7 4 1 2 3G 35 94 1 40 
I41J aeksoJl, - - -I I i \ \ I 1 
1 IJa er - - - 5 6,] 1 4 58 02 67 1 25 
16\Jcfl'ersoll, - - - 5,552 42,152 12[ 280 12,859 12,633[ 15,783[ 16,2091 7:31 3,419 
1 Jo ISO - - 2,4 7, 9 7 4 ,0 4 11 24 64 71 14 14 
18lJones, - - - -/ 1,362 17,858 11 30 1,630 26341 3,4811 ll,122! 2~8.1 51!~ 
1 lC ku -. 2,1 2, 21 4 3 1,6 4, 02,,1 ,82 IU 12, 1/ 
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20 ,Lee, - - - - I 8,3lfil 'iH,G77, 31. 1,283 15,405 15,403
1
' H,B71 l'i,i)K7 222 n,o:,m. 

21 Linn - - - - 2,514 26,74:3 ! I 4,()28i 5,667 7,ml 9,77:~ 40: l,!):W 
22 ·Lo (j 30,2 I' 45 )1' 3 9,!)97 ,55:3 9:35 
.23 M 2 Hi,'" ~ 335 I 5 6,DOO ,721 1,315 
24 M (j 3:l,1 ,HJ5 ):3 5,f>41 ,O:W Sur> ' 
2~Monroejl - - -11,28:2 I:~,~4j: II '"'~O~ 1,66P; 1,~l'I, 2,iDl 3,Gfl~) 4 1,55 
26 Muscatine. - 18, tIl ,bOo ! 2,200, 6,tl2.l I :U-SKO 
27 Polk, - - - - I,80C 20,I8t-, 3i 1201 1;730: 2,570: 3,22R 3,R:.w 33t,)' 10,72:l 
2 Po '"'2 1,9 .• 21')'· 299 1 4iti 72J, 'j" I ,}(:it) 

29Sco - - b 27;7 ,I 170 1 <1 4,HH WI' 2,972 
:30 Va - - 7 51,0 >ll,OG[jj :. 1<1 Jtl,'i90 iDO' 4,63u 

~~ ~~~fJling;oll~ - -- --I 2,361 2(j,{jG~I' __ I ___ 1 4,527 __ 5'58~1_ 9,083 __ I 9,772!_ 464! 16,35~ ~ 
-2 0 40 '"'')'> '),)" l'l~I" r.'l')'I14 623 ]')133°, 1'"'0 ·11;- 2' II'; ')(:1 r. "00 181 ;CJ ~ I .0~ ", 1_,),~)_,Jj < ~i u,~ d) , I '), t (""l: '.-.-.1.) a~,)v .),~.,(} ,.)()'"'l ~ 
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STA T VI. NUED. ~ 

€€-
Value of capi-

IVa 
t,1 o.,k ~r"I",.f,;ght 

Watc Pi oth- pro y or inte 
( ES. es. er prop- com - any bo 

ert 100. cor r ve- 1 I ,o.---Value.- -N o. "\ alue.-
uni .se. 
ted. 

-f:,Appanoosc, ---9 $---103 -.------ ---735 --------20 

2:Benton, - 6 29 1,080 .... 
'3 Buchanan 4 38 C 

cdar, - 96 926 768 5 C 
layton, 198 060 30 480 ~ 

Z 
linton, -

-~I 
14 221 925 > 

7(Dallas, - 4 70 550 t"' 

8lDavis, - 41 233 365 C 
9.Delaware, ~ 

es Moi 148 357 1,250 ,500 
ubuque 673 975 790 ,560 
enry. 141 246 250 ,328 

13jlown, 12 94 2,564

1 

650\ 
14lJackson, 

. 15jJasper, - 7 85 75 
I Jefferson 132 919 2 200 3,290 

"hnson, 102 441 600 ,5391 I ones, 39 233 ,3001 I 
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:!~), t:eett, 
;; Va ill '11 

:l J \\: ape,llo. -
,3; \a 1l~1 .)!1 
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-I 
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5[ 
aS7 

4 
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O. 
6,131 i 

til 
1,061: 

47 
1,2tGi 

34 
20ELi 
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01, 

B1 
1,J59 
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-""--- ----

71 5301 

') 

" 
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10ul 

2501 
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200 

I 
3;~ i --4.6961 

I 58 
2:283. 

1 ,19 
12,304, 

81 
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15 
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~ : (OL'X j n:;,:, 

1 :1\ no 
J'B ~Il,
;fBucklll<ln. -

IC r, 
;)',Clayton, 
'i.er 011, 

,1) ~, 

l{D;l\'is, 
)iD Wal 

JOiDes MOlllCS, -

11 iDubuque 
JIB y, 

13i1uw3, 
IJ son 

-JJaspcr, -
16\Jefterson, 
7!J son 

ST ~\. TEM1:.NT 1 I.-COSTIH ED. 

! Value?f i V"llle f 'lain i Value of moneyinJ I 
,oltl sll- d f Y I est n pr rly 
,er or en OJ a any d s ed , "y .s(d 

, ,money or ot! -'of annu- 1 • 'Total Ya\uatlOl!, Ibank lJolc~ "~ IT "teed, mortgage orl Ipurpo:,es. 
'in [I' ,er CL'IJ"l~~ra- I l~S. I the ,ide of' I' 
! pos, ion. ll. 'lail 

·-··'iOOI-----nrl-----!----.---I---- 21r ~' ---;=---3a'-
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3% ,:38' 23, -2 ~ 38 I 3,74[;1 I 1 22.149 55 37 
B3r R9 7 436 37 ] ,0 16 

2CI 500, ] ,7571 2H5,095 712 73 
] OC 20 -, 230 425 5~6 O(j 
p.m· ,.~ 

':'1 

3;6£sl 5,,%1 
" '- I 

43,9551 
14642 61 6041 

239 
1,3481 1,8291 

,485
1 5,411 

,33 1 
]5,274 

573 :25 

3001 !),ROOI 
6~,732 

8,1 
7651 

5,5631 

1 1)4 88 
242;478 606 ]8 
II 54 2 H~ 

1,821,0811 4,5, 70 
1 368 40] I 3,421 00 

02 111 2,5 03 
24,290 60 7'2 

4 , 74 
703,704 
62 10 

,1 43 
1,760 75 
1,5 52 
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18/JoneS, -
19 Keokuk, 
20 Lee, -
21iLinn, 
22/Loltisa, -
23

1 

Mahaska, -
24 Marion, 
25, Monroe, 
26iMuscatine, 
27jPolk, -
281 Po w esheik, 
29,Scott, 
;WIVall Buren, • 
31 Wapello, -
32jWashington, 

• 
- j 400\ 494: I 233,4281 583 57 

_ 7,019 17,264 291,440\ 728 60 I 14,369 41,335 2091 2,1l5,1441 5,287 86 -I 2,5291 18,168 795 508,856,1] ,272 14-
4,119

1
' 18,222, 6,500; 1,2091 592,97J>! 1,4R2 44 

- 11,255 20,12R' 48! 8101 273,423i 6H3 55 
,17,345, 34,246/ I 2,579\ 194,904\ 4b7 27 

_, . 2,031 1 4,253 i 440 70,1201 175 30 
. 11 "I 965j 250! 630; 665,a23"1 ,663 31 

- 10,6271 15,847j I ! 93,101 232 75 
,1,1981 I' '8,8331' 22 08 

-i 561i 17,27°1.. ,607,460 1,543 65 -.i 9,5021 28,707
1 

I 3,342! 1,201,1821 3,002 95 

6,134i __ 3o,255i __ 1 _~i __ 565,7771~14 44 

183,426i 378,3231 7,1,28! 106,3571 14,449J)20i 36,12!J 05 
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• 

Number of po1J~ 23,937 
Acres of land, 2,316,704 
Value of land with improvements, $8,031,691 
Yalue of town lcts and imrro"ement~, $2,008,812 
Value of capital employed in n:.erchandize, - - $645,917 
Value of mills, manufactories, distilleries, carding 

machines, and tan-yards with the stock employed, $237,655 
Number of horses over two years old 27,980, value $992,946 
Number of neat cattle over two year~ old 72,840 value $723,326 
Number of mules and asses over one year old 145 val. $6,543 
Number of sheep over six months old 114,623, value $131,328 
Number of hogs ovcr six months old 170,445, value $215,361 
Number of pleasure carriages 5,298, value ~181,588 

Number of watches 3,112, value $36,722 
Number of piano fortes 33, value - - $4,595 
Value of all other personal property OVer $100 - $110,417 
Value of capital stock and profits in any company 

incorporated or unincorporated, -
Value of right or interest, in any boat or vessel, 
Value of Gold and Silver coin or bank notes in 

actual possession, 
Value of claim or demand for'money or other consid
eration, 
"alue of annuities, -
Value of' money invested in property of any kind 

secured by deed, mort.gage, or other evidence of 
claim. 

3,748 
18,126 

- 183,426 

- 378,323 
7,128 

- 106,357 
Total valuation, - 14,449,920 
Levy for State purposes, 36,129 
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STATEMENT VII. 
, 

A TABLE showing the comparative increase or decrease in the valuation of property In the several counties, 
the increase of the State tax of 1847 over th~t of 1848, with the increase per cent., and the number of polls 
of those· years compared. • 

COUNTIES. Value in 1847. Value in 1848 Increase. Decrease. 

Appanoose, 27,532 28,942 - 1,410 
----. 

Benton, - 19,299 23,352 4,053 
Buchanan, 21,779 22,149 370 
Cedar, 415,105 436,537 21,432 
Clayton, 234,218 285,895 50,877 
Clinton, - 172,637 230,425 57,788 
Dallas, - 7,935 14,354 6,419 
Davis, 225,984 242,474 16,490 
Delaware 76,921 112,354 35,433 
Des Moines, 1,459,070 ],827,081 367,911 
Dubuque, 972,000 1,368,401 39&,391 
Henry, 707,634 ],026,411 318,777 
Iowa, 16,835 24,290 7,455 
Jackson, 352,127 Not returned. 

. Ja?eer, - 45,115 48,974 33,859 
Je erion, .'-. 603,424 703,701 100,280 
Johnson, - I 608,'737 623,4101 14,673, 
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Jones, 175,4141 233,428/ 58,014, 
Keokuk, 153,248\ 291,44°1 138,1921 
Lee,_ 1,655,532 j 2,115,144 459,612j 
Linn, 

! 
511 j 223 508,856 

54,4801 
.2,361 

Louisa, -1 
538,496! 592,976 

Mahaska, - .1 
171,2321 273,523 102,191 1 

l\<larion, 65,478i 194,904 _129;426, 
Monroe, I 35,978i 70,1201 34,1421 
Muscatine, -' 693,008: 665,5231_ 1 27,685 
Polk, - 1 51,4881 93,101 41,913 j I ~ 
Powesheik, .! . Not organized. i 8,8331 

8,8331 
::Il 

Scott, . 1 383,1211 617,4001 234,339 ~ 

Van Buren, -I 1,276,000i 1,201,183 . 74,818 fI) 

Wapello, 
, 

207,945 1 

179,4751 

t-;j . 
1 ~ lVashington, -I 386,302

1 
565,777 

-, -, ~ 

I $12,270,927\ $14,449,9201 $2,873,935', $104,870 ~ 
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STATEMENT VI.-CONTINUED. 

COUNTIES lstate tax in.1S-17, atlState tax in. 1848 at 
. two mills. 2 1-2 mills. ------,- ------1-----

Apparioo~e, - - -I l)'l55 06 $72 35 
]~el!tO!l, - - -. - 38 3!} I 58 38 
lluehan<ln, - - 43 551 55 47 
Cedar, - .,. 830 211 1,094 16 
Clayton, 468 43 712 73 
Cliiltol), - 3·15 2'il 576 O(ji 
Dallas. 15 87 135 88 
Davi~, - 1 451 90 G06 18 
Dclo.ware, - -I 153 84 280 88 
l~e~ JUuinu:. - - I 2,018 ~~. ~,567 70 
Dubuque, - -, 1,943 6e .... ,421 00 
Henry, - I 1,4~~ 2~2,566 2?1 
lo\\"a. -, ,-,3 61 60 12, 
.J~ck~o!l, - I 7U,1 25 No return.! 
Jasper, - 30 2i;. 122 431 
J e/lerson, - I 1,206 f4 1,760 751 
Jolml'on, - - 1,218 9f; 1,558 52, 
Jonc~, - - I 350 8~ 583 57' 
~e()lillk, - - 306 50 728 col 
lcJoi -, 3,311 06. 5,287 e(,1 
Linn,' .1] ,022 44, 1,272 14: 

Increase. Increasel Polls in Polls in 
per cent. 1847. 1848. 

$17 2e/--31-T83 ---213 
19 79 51 67 76 
11 92 27 . 74 73 

263 95 32 624 664 
244 30 52 524 473 
230 79 65 No retr'n 444 

20 01 126 41 57 
154 22 34 856 852 
127 04 82 211 242 

1,649 36 56 1986 2,064 
1,477 34

1 

75 1151 1,758 
1,150 83 81 1326 1,336 

27 05 80 89 99 

92 20 
553 91 
339 57 
232 74 
422 10 

1,976 80 
£4) 701 

305 
45. 
271 
661 

137 
591 

24! 

1046 
89 

1347 
721 
3881 

616
1 2510: 

775i 

140 
1,505 

772 
• 427 

664 
3,112 

870 
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J"ollisa, -
J\;Iahaska, -
:Marion, -

85 MolIJ'oc, . 
IH1Iscatine, 
l>olk. 
l)owcsheik, 
~('ott, 

"an Buren, 
'Vapcllo, 
'" u~hingtoll, -

- I 
] 

- .I 

1,080 83r 
342 4(ji· 
130 95! 
71 951 

1,387 'i6' 
102 97 

.I 
- ! 

7iI 21 
2.731 521 

'475 89; 
772 601 

I---~ 
t $24,732 891 

-! 

1,482 441 
683 551 
487 27 
175 gU 

1,663 311 
232 75 

22081 
1.543 G!'jl 
3;002 95' 

I 

I 
1,414 44: 

:1>36.129 151 

401 61' 371' 7571 
341 09 99 6771 

) 300 32 2521 510; 
103 35 14311 238i 
275 551 19 643: 
129 781 126 41211 
22 08 all 

772 Hi 100 623! 
271 43i 9 2,066: 

868 
829 
920 
335 
808 
530 

70 
886 

2,079 
1 1.12i:l1 

641 84i 'i91 '7Ib\. 'iiI 
• ____ • - __ ' ___ 1 __ --

$12,576 401 av.46; 22,409; 23,937 
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STATEMENt VIII. 

A statement of the amollnt paid into the County Trea5·uril!lJ 
for Pedlar's licences, as a State tax, in 1848·: 

To the Treasurer of Clayton county, 
"" " "Des Moines H 

"" " "J effersoll " 
"" " "J ohnson " 
"" " "Lee " 
." " " 

" 
"Mahaska ." 
" V:m Buren " 

-STATEMENT IX. 

$10 00 
100 00 

16 25 
10 00 
54 00 
20 00 
11 80 

$222 05 

A statement of thf! appropriations made at the first and second 
-tessions ·of the General Assembly, showing the amounts drawn 
and the balances undrawn, with the account against M. Renol 
Esq., State Treasurer. 

Gel1eral appropriatiCln bill, approved. 
Feb. 25, 1847. $20;241 07 

Amount drawn, 20,221 07 

Balance undrawn, 

Sundry appropriations of 
1846 and 1847; 

Amount drawn, 

session 

General and Miscellaneous apllropri-

$12,578 15 
12,573 15 

atiolls of 1848, $15,635 00 

$20 00 

5 00 
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'Amount drawn,' 15,635 00 

Coavenlion account of 1844, 
Appropriation, 
Amount drawn, 

ConventiQn nooouJiI,t of 1846, 
Appropriation, 
Amount drawn, 

Salaries of Governor, Secretary, Au
ditor apd TrQllsUrer, 

Appropriation, 
. Amount drawn, 

Contingent funds of Governor, Sec
retarY"Auditor, a,nd Treasurer, 

A ppropr~ation, , 
Amount drawn, 

A ppropriation for.W arden and L.essee 
of Penitentiary, 

Amount drawn,. ' 
Bklance undrawn, 

A ppropril1tions for. the peniteatiary, 
Amount drawn, 

Supreme court fund appropriation, 
Amount drawn, 

Salal.'ies of Judges of the Suprem~ 
Court, 

$1,128 00 
1,128 00 

$3,812 96 
a.81296. 

/ 

$5,000 00 
5~OOO, OQ,. 

$1,400 OQ 
1,400 00 

-$a53.1.Q 
233 00 

$327 20 
327,29: 

$290 00, 
. 290 00 

t. 

$~O 16 
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Appropriation, 
AmoJlnt drawn, 

Balance undrawn., 
, 

$6,000 00 
5,158 30 

• Salari~s of jud~ 
Courts, 

Appropriation, 
Amount drawn, 

of the District 

Balance undrawn, 

Fund for arresting fugith'es, 
Appropriation, 
Amount drawn, 

Balance undrawn, 

Salary of Superintendent of Public 

Instruction. 
A ppr{)priation, 
Amount drawn, 

General contingent fl,l.nd aPl'ropria
tion, 

Amount drawn, 

Balance undrawn, 

Librarian's salaq, 
Appropriation, 
Amount drawn, 

. $8,000 00 
6,000 00 

$1,000 00 
400 00 

$1,200 00 
1,200 00 

$800 00 
20480 

. $300 00 
262 50 

-.,---

Balance undrawn, 

Librarian'. cGDtingent fund al'prf)
priation, . 

A~ount drawn, 

Balance undrawn, 

$150 00 
108 42 

$841 70 

$2,000 00 

$600 00 . 

$95 20 

$37 50 

$41 58 
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Public Buildings at Iowa City, and 
Superintendent'. compensation, 

Appropriation, 
Amount drawn, 

$5,400 
5,400 

Interest account; appropriation, 
Amount drawn, 

$5,28260 
.' 5,28260 

M. Reno, State Treasurer, in ac
count, 

To cash ilnd revenue received from 
various sources, . $77,264 55 

By State warrants redeemed and filed 
in this office, 75,325 68 

• 
Balance on hand appropriated and 

reserved for interest on the loan of 
1847, 

& 

• 

301 

$1,938 87 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPOR:t~j'" 
.' . "(,.. 'I ',,' 

OFFICE O}' SUP'T. OF PUBLIC bSTRUCTio~, ~ 
Iowa City, Iowa, December 4, 1848.. ~ 

Genilemen of the Senate. and 
Home of Representatives : " 

b accordance with the provisions ofthe 3Sd seetioil-' of the net 
of the General Assembly of Iowa, of February 25, 1847, enti
tlpd "an act supplemental and amendatory to 'an aet to establish 
common schools,' approved January 18, i840,' I .heg' leave tlO) 
submit the following report: , 

I gave bond to the Governor, and took, and subscribed the 
oath of' office required by law, and entered upon the discharge 
of m7 official duties, on the 23d day of May last, and immediately, 
forwarded to the Registers of the land offices in this state, as. 
required by the circ.ular, of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, of August 6, -1847, and also to the Department at 
Washington, the evidence of my authority to act as agent of the· 
State, in, selecting the 500,000 acres of l.and, granted under the. 
8th section of the act of Congress, of September 4, 1841. Be
ing unadvised of the situation of lands reported during t1.te 
year 1847, as part of the ~bove grant, I addressed a letter to the. 
Registers on the subject, and was informed by them that none of 
the selections thus made had been withheld from sale. (See 
copy of their letters, pages 7 and 8 of my circular of Septem
ber 18th, 1848.) IT pon due examination of the act of the Gen-

. I 
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eral Assembly, entitled, "an act to legalize the &ale of school 
lands," approved January 25th, 1848, it was found inapplicable 
to the grant in question, as the State had acquir~d no title tq any 
part of the land. Under these oirc!lmstances, and conceiving a 
uniform system in the selection and disposition of these lands 
e5'lt8ntial, I prepared a series 9f blank forms for the purpose, 
with a circular of instructions, in whieh I required the Fund 
Commissioners to rescind the contracts, and to refund the money 
for that portion of the land which had been sold by the General 
Government, and to renew them for the remainder, and to re
report it to this office, if desired to do so by the purchasers. I 
forwarded a package of these documents, together with a circu
lar to Inspectors, to each of the Fund CommissionElrs, in the lat
t.er part of June last. The officers proceeded without delay to 
engage in the respective duties assigned them, but as many pro
visions of the School law were found ambiguous and indefinite, 
they were soon involved in doubt and uncertainty. Finding that 
many of the school districts, in consequence of these embarrass
ments, were not' organized in time for the Directors to make 
their rcport as r:equired by law, and being desirous of remedy
ing, if possible, the evils arising from the diversity of sentiment 
relative to its practical operations, I issued another circular on 
the 18th of September, 1848, reviewing the different provisions 
to which my attention had been directed, and giving such advice 
as I deemed best calculated to promote tlle interests _of education. 
But notwithstanding these repeated efforts, the organization is 
yet incomplete. As a general thing the officers have endeavor
ed to perform. their duty, but their efforts have been partially 
paralized by manifest indifference on the part of the people.
Under these circumstances I did not consider it prudent to com
mence to tOllr through the State, for the purpose of lecturing ill 
the townships, as my efforts must· necess\rily have been limited 
to a very small portion of it while the remainder would have 
been totally neglected. Under the conviction that more gmeral 
good could be accomplished by correspondence, and from the fact 
that communications. from different parts of the State, asking for 
information relative to some particular provision of the law, were 
almost dairy reeeh-ed, I hare confined my lv.bors- thus far chiefly 
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to this class of the duties assigned me, and have endeavored as 
fas al possible, to r.nswer the numerous and complicated interro
gations whi'Ch have been propounded. 

The reports of the Fund Commissioners are by no means as 
full and satisfactory, as I had reason to expect they would have 
been, when I prepared the forms for them. Taking into consid
eration, however, the incipient stage of our School system, my 
expectations were probably too sanguine. They have manifest
ed a desire to comply strictly with the requirements of the law, 
and of the Superintendent of Public Instructions. In the ab
sence of correct data, from which to gather information for their 
reports, they have been enabled to furnish but few items of in
terest, aside from those more directly connected with the duties 
of their office, (see abstracts of reports marked A. B, C. & D. ) 
. -The obstacles, presented by the Township, and district officers, 

are brietlyas follows. 
The formati61/, of Districts.-Much difficulty has arisen du

ring the last summer, relative to the formation and alteration of 
school districts. This duty under the present Illw is performed 
by the Inspeotor, but as no rule is prescribed by which he shall 

I be governed, being left entirely to his own discretion, he is fre
quentlyat a loss to know how to proceed. Some have been gov
erned by the present, and others by the future prospects of the 
district, and either rule has occasionally failed to give entire sat
isfaction. Indeed, in some portions of the State, the feeling 
thus created has proven almost fatal to the establishment ot' 
schools. Several instances have been reported, (one very re
cently from Linn and "Benton counties) where an isolated set
tlement has been made by a few families, on either side the 
boundary line between two adjoining counties so as to render 
it impossible to embrace them in a school district, without in~lu
ding the whole settlem~nt~ Some pro"ision should be made to 
meet their wants. From the fact that our population will, for 
many years to come, be scattered over an extensive district of 
country, the settlements confined mostly to the grove~ separated 
by uninhabited prairies, it will be exceedingly difficult to adopt 
any plan for the formation of districts that will be likely to give 
entire satisfaction. I would suggest the propriety, however, of 
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assigning this duty"to at least three officers, instead of one, with 
some general rules by which they are to be governed, whose ac
tion should be binding and final for a fixed period. 

L,-' TM, Kcaminaiion of 1'eachel's.-The law requires that the 
"Inspector shall examine all persons presenting themselves 
.touching their abilities to teach, both in regard to their educa
tion, and their moral character, and if he find said persons qual
ified, he shall give a certificate to this purport." The difficulty 

. here presented is, that the extent of qualification necessary is not 
stated. This asises from the fact that the branches of education 
necessary to be taught in our schools are not prescribed. I con
sider it a matter of interest, involving, to some extent, the future 
success Clf our school system, that they'should be designated in 
the law. This omission creates embarrassment, both with the 
inspector and the dircctors. The former is unable to aetermine 
the extent of' his duty, and the latter may deem it proper to re
quire duties of' the teacher, aftcr he has rcceived a ccrtilicate, 
which the Inspector docs not consider him obligated to pcrform. 
A misunderstanding is thus produced, which proves very det
rimental to the cause of education. Under the present system 
" all white persons in the district between the ages of five and 
twenty-one years" are thrown indiscriminately together, embra
cing pupils of every grade, from chililren in the alphabet, to 
young men far advanced in the cla~sics, which mlist result in 
confusion, and serious in::onveni:mce to the teacher and direc
tors in the establishment of correct discipline. 

This may be obviated by the creation of different depart
ments in the schools, separating the pupils in the primary 
bronches, from those more advanced, requiring of the btter an 
amount ill addition to that which they are entitled to receive from 
the school fund"in proportion to the additional instruction which 
they may re(luire. Whilc it is very desirable to introduce the' 
higher branches of eilucution into our common schools, our first 
and chiif olject should be to impart the blessings of prhlUl1"Y in
struction to every child in the State. It is ccrtainly wise to.de
termine, in the \cry organization of our school system, what we 
propose to accomplish, le3t in cxtending our efforts too much with 
our prescnt mean:;, they lll<1.y l'royc abortive. With a ,'iew ~r 

:m 
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remedying these evils, I would recommend that authority be 
conferred on the people of the larger towns and villages, to cre· 
ate, within their corporate limits, a system of public instruction, 
under the direction of the regularly cODstituted town authorities, 
'con~ected wilh the General Assembly, with power to levy a tax, 
in addition to the apportionment of school money to which they 
would be entitled, which would enable them to found a higher 
order of schools than we can hope, under existing circum staR- . 
ces, to establish in the more thinly settled portions of the State.. 
Thc present system is certainly not adeqllate to their wants. 
This win afford also some- criterion for the examination of teach
ers. This class of schools might include a thorough course (If 
academic· instruction, while, as a general thing through the State, 
the primary branches (lnly would be necessary~ Thus individ
uals proposing to become teachers, might obtain a certificate a& 

to their actual qualifications, which would enable them to obtain 
employment in which ever class of these schools it would show 
them competent for. I would further recommend that the duty 
of examining teachers should ·be assigned to a county instead of 
a township officer. It is desirable to elevate the standard in ref
erence to the qualification of teachers. An individual of unex
ceptionable moral character, and of extensive literary and intel
"lectual attainments, may still be in a very small degree qualified 
for the business of teaching. He must have a thorough know~ 
edge of the peculiar art of imparting instruction, the relative in-

···fluences which operate on the moral, intelleotual and physical 
man, and be well versed in the laws to be applied for his gov
ernment-in e word his whole soul must be engrr.ossed with the 
arduous, yet pleasing task of governing, training and cultivatrng. 
the youthful mind. To euble him to do this successfully, he 

. must be compensated for his toil, that his own mind may not be 
harrassed and perplexed with pecuniary embarrassment. The 
compensation of good teachers in the west is by no means com
mensurate with their services. It is to be regretted that the 
greater portion of our population do not appear to be alive to. 
their own interests on this subject. Indeed, with many, teach
ers seem to be considered a 80rt of article of merchandize. Henee 
we often hear the enquiry made fQr " cheap teachers," when w. 
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reality the services ,of some of them would be dear at any price. 
Inthis way worthy and competent men are frequently forced to 
abandQn their profession, and to seek some other means of sub
sistence. It may not be inappropri~te here to insert the follow
ing extract from the last annual report of the Superintendent of 
Common Schools of New York, showing the compensation of 
teachers for three successive years: 

" The average for the. whole year in 1845, for the male teach
ers was $13 81; in 1846, $15 42, and in 1847, $15 99; and 
for females in 1845, $6 50; in 1846, $6 69, and in 1847, $6 99, 
exhibiting a. small but annual increase of wages paid to teachers. 
The number of teachers under eighteen' years of age found em
ployed at both visitations was 2,322, of whom 1,969 were fe
males; and there were 1,943 over thirty years old, of whom 
1,434 were males. The residue of the number were between 
eighteen and thirty years .of age." 

By the last report of the Secretary of the B0ard of Education 
of the State of Massachusetts, for 1846-47, the average wages. 
paid teachers per month including b('ard, was $32 46 for males, 
and$13 60 for females. ' 

In the ordinary pusiness of life, when we design constructing 
some permanent work .of art, in order to insure success, we are 
lavillh in the expenditure of means for the purpose of procuring 
the services of the best arehitects to prosecute the 'work, but 
when otlr object is to mould and fashion the imperishable intel
lect, and to adorn and beautify the human mind, we reverse the 
rule, and select the cheapest, and often the most inefficient men 
of the profession for the task.' It is certainly proper to use all 
laudable exertions so to curtail the expenses of education as to 
place it within the reach or every class of community, but it is 
equally true that this ill not to be accomplished by the erection of 
cheap school houses, and the employment of.cheap teli.chers. The 
first step to be taken in the establishment of a permanent sch~ol, 
.is the construction of a comfortable school house, well supplied 
with such conveniences as will offer eyery inducement to pupils 
to proiecute their studies with zeal and interest. It dS next im
portant to secure the services of a faithful, competent teacher.
It is true that such an individual will require a m~re liberal Ie-
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muneration, than those who teach as a mere matter of conven; 
ience, but I think I may say with safety, that )Ie will compensate 
his employers ten f~ld by the additional services whicn he is 
qualified to render. The following forcible remarks are from 
the pen of a gentleman of New York, of extensive practicable 
information on the subject, in a work on the "th~ory and prac-
iice of teaching." . 

"The profession of teaching is advancing. The present 
standard of acquirements demanded of the teacher, excludes 
many who were considered quite respectable ten years ago.
This may well be so, fQr within that time quite an advance has 
been made in the compt:nsation ouered to teachers. It is but 
reasonable that acqui~ement should keep pace with the reward of 
it. Indeed the talent and attainment brought into the field, must 
always be in advance. of the rate of compensation. The people 
must be first convinced that teachers 'are better than they were 
years ago, and they will be ready to reward them. In Massa-

, c)lUsetts, according to statistics in the possession of the Hon. 
Horace Mann, Secretary of the board of education, the compen
sation of teachers within ten years has advanced thirty-three per 
cent; nor is it reasonable to suppose tliat this advance has been 
made independent of any improvement ~mong the teachers.
Their system of supervision has increased in strictness, in the· 
same time, in an equal ratio; and many teachers who were en
tirely incompetent for their places, have thus been driven to oth
er employments." 

The organizfltion of school districts.-The second section of 
the law provides, "that there shall be annually, an election on 
the first Tuesday of April, in each school district, for the pur"
pose of choosing three Directors," but does not designate the 
manner in which the election shall be conducted. No one is 
empowered to act as judge of the election or to issue certificates 
to the officers elect. In the absence of this information the pri
mary proceedings in the organization of different districts have 
been 50 materially differeilt, that doubts have arisen in the minds 
of many with regard to their legality, which has had a tendency 
to retard the erection of school houses, and the establishment of 
schools. There are in every community a few persons who are 
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not likely to he satisfied with any thing of a public nature, where 
the voice of the majority is· to govern, who avail themselves of 
these discrepancies to increase and perpetuate existing difficul
ty, which results ill discouraging those who feel more deeply in
terested. Hence it is a matter of importance that the various 
dut.ies to be performed either by the officers or electors of the 
district should be clearly and minutely defined. The same section 
of the law further provides that" any person who is a permanent 
resident in sMd district, shall be eligible to vote at said elec
tions," which is incompatible with the lst section of the 3rd ar
ticle of the constitution. The 3rd section of the act to uuthorize 
a district school tax provides that" the vote shall be talc en in fa
vor of or against a tax, which shall be t~iva 'Coce," which is at 
variance with the 6th section of the above article of the canst i-

. tution. These contradictory requirements have led to a corres
ponding differznce of opinion as to the manner of voting in dis
trict elections, which has tended to confirm, rather than remove 
existing doubts. In some instances the eleetors have voted by 
ballot, in others viva voce, and in olhers by raising lite hand.
When consulted, I have advised the method designated by the 
constitution. DQubts exist in the minds of some as to whether 
the directors c~n establish more than one ,..school in the district. 
The law appears to contemplate butoJ1e, but a departure from this 
rule will oceasiimally be almost unavoidable. It would proba
bly be well to leave it to the people of the district to dctcrminc. 

As I observed, in another part of this report, many of thc 
districts were not organized in time for the directors 10 fQ.ake 
their reports as required by law. Being convinced that this re
sulted mainly from the imperfections of the law, and desirous 
to afford each district ample opportunity to be fully prepared to 
receive its apportionment of the school money in March next, I 
urged upon the inspectors and directors, in my circular of Scp
tember 18, (see pages 14 and 15) the necessity of immediately 
organizing those districts which ha:d been neglcctcg, and reques
ted them to forward special reports or" the number of persons bc
tween the ages of five and twenty-one years, in time for them to 
be submitted to the General Assembly. Though sufficient time 
has since elapsed to complete the organization throughout the 
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State, comparatively a small number of these reports have as yet 
been received. (See statement E.) 

Providing &lwol Hou.ses.,-The 5th section of the law re
quires" that the directors shall employ a teacher, provide a suit
able house and see that it is well supplied with books, fuel and 
stationery," and the latter part of the 4th section says, that "all 
moneys neeessary for the erection and furnishing school houses 
shall be raised by voluntary Soubscription." This latter clause, 
however, is repealed by "an act to authorize a w.strict 8chool 
tax," approved January 25, 1848. By this act authority is con
fcrred for raising means for the "purpose of building school 
houses and furnishing the same," but no mode of procuring them 
in case the district determine not to build, is prescribed. Most 
of the districts the present year have been under the necessity 
.,t' renting instead of building, and the directors have been at a 
loss to determine how the rent shall be paid, whether by vohm
tary subscription,a district school ta..'l: otfrom the school fund. The 
latter conclusion has been most generally adopfed, ~d while I 
am induced to believe it correct as the law now stands, yet it is 
certainly unwise that any portion of the sehool money should be 
used for this purpose. Ample provision should be made for 
building, renting, purchasing and furnishing school houses. It 
may here be proper to remark that the act, of January 25,1848, 
is to some extent deficient in this respect. While it may suit the 
less densely populated portions of the State, very well, is is not 
at all adequate to the wants of the larger towns. In each of 
them we should have at least from one to three good school hou
ses: By this I do not mean a school house in the ordinary ac
ceptation of the term, but a permanent edifice, constructed on. 
the most improved plan, with different apartments, so that the 
pupils in the primary and academic apartments may be separated 
and classified. The academic department should be subdivided 
into male and female, In this way we would soon succeed in 
es\ablishing a number of the first order of female seminaries, 
which is certainly of vital importance. Thus many of our most 
worthy citizens, who are not able to incur the expensc of send
ing their daughters to other States to be in~tructed, would have 
it in their pO"NCr to bestow upon them a liberal education. The 
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erection of school houses of this kind will cost from $1,500 to 
$3,000 each. This is considered at fir,;t sight an enormons ex- , 
pense to incur for such an object, alld the conclusion is that a 
much cheaper class of buildings will do for the present. But it 
should be borne in mind that it is a pennanent work, when once' 
completed, the expense is notto be incurred &gain. The influ
ence exerted upon the minds of pupils provided with such an 
edifice would be almost incalculable. Men are prone to conform 
themselves to the objects which surround them, and this rule is 
no less applicable to youth than to persons of maturer years.
If, for example, a man, whose moral and intellectual culture has 
been properly aUended to, becomes the daily patron of a brothel, 
he will soon ret;ograde, and become assimilated in feelings and 
habits to the appearance of things around him. On the same 
principle, youth, when thrown together promiscu·ously in an un
comfortable, badly arranged school house, will become famlliPr 
with the daily scene of confusion, and will gradually conform to 
it, and the old school house becomes an apology with both teach~ 
er and pupils for the absence of discipline. On the other hand 
w hen the very hall in which they study, presents hourly to their 
,-iew the great law of neatness and ordc1', they will fed them
selves morally obligated to make their conduct correspond.
·Each school of this class should be under the direction .of a oom
petent teacher as principal, with assistants whose qualifications 
and compensation swuld correspond with the duties of the re
spective departments assigned them. 

The Employment of Teachers.-lt is made the duty of the di
rectors to employ teachers. In addition to the difficulty pre
sented in another paragraph of this rep.)rt, they have been em
barrassed in discharging this duty from the fact that no express 
provision is made by which the teacher shall hold the district 
amenable and recover his compensation by suit. In some in
star.ces the directors, being apprehensive that they might loy 
themseives individually liable, have been·disinclined to take any 
steps for procuring teachers. Many of the clistrkts have as yet 
no property in their corporate capacity, and. consequently ill 
case of failure to meet the deficiency due the teacher, he is .left 
with~ut legal remedy, and is compelled to rely entirely on \'01-
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untary contributions. Thus both the teachcr and dircctors have 
become indifferent in reference to the establishment of schools. 

"This defect may be remedied by authorizing the directors to eol
/ lect the deficiency by a tax within the district. In some por-

I tions of the State complaints have arisen in regard to the num
ber of days which -constitute a school term of one quarter.
From the information I have been able to gather on the subject" 
according to the custom of different States, the time varies from 
sixty to seventy-eight days. It is certainly requisite that some 
fixed period should be established by law. 

The Location of &hool Houses.-The location of a schoel 
house will generally form a source of dissatisfaction to ;;ome of 
the inhabitants 'Of the district. Th~s is more than likely to be 
the case in the newly settled portions of the State. By the pres
ent law the electors of the 'district determin,e the site by a ma
jority vote, and consequently a large minority are frequently 
dissatisfied, and if disposed to do anything in establishing a 
school, give it merely a neg..tive suppo..rt. It is probably the 
most difficult thing in adopting a system of public instruction, 
to devise a plan for the location of school houses which will give 
satisfaction. I beg leave to call your attention to the following 
provision of the school law of New York on the subject: 

" Whenever a school house shall have been built or purchas- , 
cd for a district, the site of such school house shall not be chan
ged, nor the building thereon be removed, as long as the district 
shall remain unaltered, unless by the consent, in writing, of the 
town Superintendents of common schools, of the town or towns 
within which suen district shall be situated, stating that in their 
opinion such removal is necessary; nor then unless a majority 
of all tIle taxable inhabitants of said di.trict, to be ascertained by 
taking and recording the ayes and noes, at a special meeting 
called for that purpose, shall bc in favo.r of such new site." 

TILe Apportionment of School Funds to Distric~s,-ThQ 10th 
section of the law requires that the Inspector "~hall, within ten 
days after receiring any such school money, proceed ill the 
presence of one or more trustees of .the township, to apportion 
the same to the several districts the amount which euch district 
may bc' entitled to--taki;lg thc number of l1ersons rCllortcd as 
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the basis of said dh·idend." By this it 'is ap)!llrent, in cue the 
district has been regularly organized, land has reported accord
ing to law, that the portion of the school money to which it is 
entitled upon the faith of said report, is retained in~he hands o( 
the InspectIJr subject ,to their order. By the 11th section it is 
made his duty to "pay over to each district the amount due 
said district whenever called for by the directors: Provided, 
that no moneys shall be paid to any district which has not had 
a school taught three months in the year preceding stich appli
cation." The month of March being made the termination or 
the fiscal year, the question arises, in the event a school has not 
hem taught three months in the year, thus computed, prior to 
the application for funds, can the district still apply for and re
ceive said apportionment at some subsequent time, when the 
provisions of the 11th section have been complied with? or wilt 
it be retained 'by the Inspector, to be apportioned with other 
funds the following spring? " 

TAt. County &ILoo1 Ta.r.-The School Fund Commissioners 
have also met with impediments similar to those to which the 
township and district officers have been subject. Prior to the 
publication 0" my circular of June last, I ascertained that differ· 
ent constructions were given by them to that portion of the law 
which provides for a county school ta.r. Some were of opinion 
that a permanent fund was contemplated,'to be loaned cut, and the 
inkred ouly, to be distributed annually for the support of Ichoo15, 
while others were of opinion that the entire amount was to be 
apportioned annually to the t9wnships. The former view is 
cetainly most consister.t with the language of the law, while the 
latte! was doubtless intended by the General Alisembly. To 
remove the difficulty, I recommended to the Fund Commissioners 
in the circular last referred to, <see pagcs eight and nine) to re~ 
tain the taxes in their possession till the meeting of the General 
Assembly, that the'law might be amended in time for the distri
qntion on the first of March next. 

TAt. .fJ.llotment, Valuatilm and Sale of Sc~ool Lands.-By tho 
lst section of" an act to provide for the management aDd dispo
sition of the school fund," approv'ed February 25th, 1847, the 
townshiptrulteet are require to allot and appraise the 16th see-

40 
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tion, but the manner iIi which this duty shall be performed is bot 
clearly specified. Some of them have allotted by imaginary lines, 
others have employed surveyors to make an actual survey, and in 
a few instanccs they have neglected to do any thing. Various 
reasons are assigned· for this neglect. Some have refused be~ 
cause they considered the 16th section the property of the town~ 
ship, others because no compensation was allowed for making 
the survey, and in some of the new c~unties they have deemed 
it improper to bring the land into market till the settlement of the 
country around it would create a demand for it. The latter- con~ 

-dusion, though at variance with the law, is certainly prudent. 
The refusal of the Fund Commissioners to defray the· expense 
of surveying, nllt feeling authorized to do so, gave ris-e to mucll 
dissatisfaction. With the view of having the matter amicably 
and fairly adjusted, I requested them in my circular of September 
18, 1848, to forward· the bills,-for expen~es incurred in the al
lotment, -with their annual reports, that they might be su-bmittcd 
to the General As-sembly. A few only have been receh'ed, 
which I transmit, herewith, (see statement F.) 

By the 2d section the right of pre-emption is gt;anted to 5et-
• tIcrs, but the amount of land they shall be permitted to pre-empt 

is not designated. In yiew of this, I have advised the adoption, 
in reference to quantity, of the rule prescribed by the act of 

. Congress on fhis subject, if the extent of the improvement would 
justiry it. There should be some limit specified in the law, pro
portionate to the extent of the improvements, fixing also the com~ 

. pensation of tIle appraisers, who should be required to act under 
oath. The quc~tiol1 has also been propounded, whether that 
portion of the 16th section which remains unsold when offered at 
public sale can be disposed of at private sale? I gave it as my 
opinion that it coulrl, but in snch cases I think there should be 
~ome restrictions. 

ThR. Collection of fines, f01feitures, &c.-By the twenty-sec
ond section of the law, funds of this class are appropriated for 
thc support of schools within the county where theyaccrue.
'I was informed by the Fund Commissioner, of Wapello county, 
in Oetobf'r last, that an order had been drawn on him by-the 
<:ounty commissioners fllr fees and costs, in a luit for the collec~ 
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*ion of fines,. on the. ground that they wele appropriated by 
.Jaw for the use of schools, and that the expenses of collecting . 
th~nlshould consequently be paid out of the school fund. Not 
feeling authorized to pay it, he declitted doing so, and requested: 
my opinion in the case.· I coincided with him fully in hjs views, 
IUld advised him to resist payment and test the question by suit,'. 
if necessary. He subsequently informed me that an agreed 
case between one of the claimants and himself, in behalf of the 
school fund; was submitted to the District Court, and decided 
in his favor. The language of the law I think is sufficiently 
clear 011 the subject. In some cotUlties the qu~stion has been 
taised whether these fines shall be received by the Fund Com
missioners in county orders? I am informed by a gentleman 
from Clinton county that it was decided, at a recent term of the 
court in that county, that they should be paid in cash. In most 
cales h9wever they have been p~i. incouniy orders. The Fund 
Commissioner of. Dubuque county reports the sum. of $1,070 
65 of thil> class of funds on hand, and suggests that it would 
be injudicious to apportion it next spring, from the consideration. 
that. it is fi.rty per cent below par. The. following is .an. extract 
from his letter, accompanying his report: 

" My report shows $2,037 39 "money appropriated and not 
paid over'.'~to wit: . arisi.ag frqm taxei $693, from interest o~ 
permanentfund $25607, and from all other. sources $1,888 32-
of this latteJ;'.sum $1,070 65. is in Dubuque county orders, and 
is I\ot available, unle~ at a sacrifice of one. half. I am of' opin
ion that the, interest of the school fund will. be advanced, by 
holding these. orders till the full amount can be realized, which 
will probably be in the course of three years." . 

It is worthy of remark that the Auditor's repo,rt shows a very 
heavy.increase in the revenue of this couQty during the past 
year. . 

A case has. been presented by the Fund Commissioner of 
Davis county, as follows: an individual was indicted for a 
breach of the laws, and ga~e security for his appearance. The 
recognizance was forfeited, and j1:ldgment obtained for the re
-covery of two forfeitures of $2QO each. Execution was issued 
1.0 tile sheriff, and returnlld by' him, with the property levied 
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, upon endorsed upon it, without making the money, which ap· 
pears to have been done in conformity with the instructions of 
the prosecuting attorney. The matter wal subsequently com
promised by the county commissioners, by receiving the sum of 
$100 in full for costs in the case. As this money would have 

\ accrued to the school fund, the Fund Commissioner considered it 
his duty to lay it before you. I presume all necelsary infor· 
mation concerning it can be obtained from the representation 
from that county. 

By the 29th section of the law I am required, "annually on 
the first day of January, to transmit to each School Fund Com
missioner the amount of the proceeds of the permanent fund 
which were apportioned for distribution to his county, under 
the provisions of the twenty-eighth section of this act." It will 
be remembered that the first 'of January of each year is the day 
on which the interest on the permanent fund is to be ,paid to the 
Fund Commissioners, and consequently, being unadvised of the 
amount paid in, I could not transmit to them the amount appor
tioned to each one that day. In anticipation of your action in 
the matter, I have requested them to make a special report ot 
the interest paid in on the first of january next, as early there
after as possible. 

On the 10th of August last, I addressed a letter to the Com· 
missioner of the General Land Office relative to the five per cent. 
fund,' and was advised by him, under date of August 25, 1848, 
that the account had been adjusted up to December 31, 1847, • 
showing a balance to the credit of the State of $16,422 05, 
and that I would be informed by the First Comptroller of th~· 
Tre'asury of the necessary means to be adopted to obtain it.
Having received no intelligence from the Comptroller, I address· 
ed him a letter under date of November 25, 1848. (See copy 
of correspondence marked G.) 

The Trustees of the University met on the 20th ultimo. In 
determining their respectiv~ terms of service the result was al 
follows: ' 

Messrl. Briggs, Gower, Lyon, Foster, and Bates two yearl; 
'starr, Matson, Parvin, Vincent, and McCrory four yearl; and 
Achison, Woodward, Snyder, Downer and Carleton six year •• 
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Mr. Vincent I am informed has removed from thlt State. 
They have decided that the organization of the literary de~ 

partment is inexpedieftt tiU they are enabled to realize revenue 
sufficient for the purpose from the sale of the Univellity lands~ 
llut have resolved to organize· the law and medical departmenta 
as .soon as the necessary arrangemertta can be made, upon con
ditions that the attendaDt expenses s~ll be met without drawing 
upon the permanent fund. A number of' gentlemen of both' 
profes.sions have volunteered their services to carry lIuch an ar
rangement into effect at an early day. This is certainly both a 
noble and a practical enterprise, for it will be borne in mind that 
these departments are self 8'Upporting in their character. We 
have some ot the first order of talent in the country among the 
legal and medical men of our State, and there is no good reason 
why a thorough course of lectures may not be delivered in each 
of these departments the ensuing winter, the present season be
ing too far advanced. Indeed I feel fully assured that it will be 
done. Were it not for the fear of protracting this report to too 
great a length, I would like to present some facts to show the 
necessity of such a project. I will simply add that, from an es
timate made by a committee, appointed to confer with the Board, 
out of 272 practicing physicians in the State, 182 are without 
the evidence of qualification. The result in reference to the le
gal profession would doubtless be similar. On]ya small por
tion of the University lands have been selected by the agent. I 
am advised by a letter from him, that he is now actively engaged 
in prosecuting the work, and will be at the Capitol some time in 
January. The selections thus far made, are said to be' of the 
best quality. It will be important in fillingthe vacancies of the 
Board of Trustees, to select II- quorum adjacent to the seat of the 
institution. 

I would suggest the propriety of providing for the collectio~ 
of a State Cabinet, for the use of the Un~versity, under the di
rection of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. The geol
ogy, and mineralogy of our own State would' afford Bome of the 
most beautiful and valuable specimens. I feel assured that our 
citizens would take pride in promoting such an Ilnterprise. A 
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small appropriation would be :oeCeisary to construct temporal'J 
cases in one of the public rooms. 

I conceive it but an. act of justice tl1at somcthing should be 
done for the colored population OnOWA.. W e hav~ but few of 

. . 
~hem among us, yet some of tllem.own. valuable property, upon 
which they are compelled to pay a. school tax, wiiliout participa
ting in the distribution. They should certainly be rumunerated, 
'and where it is not possible tv establish schools for fueir bene
fit, they should be paid their apportionment.of the school money, 
llpoJ].condition that it should be applied to. purposes for which it 
was designed, with fue privilege of employing teachers them
.sel"es~ 

In order to remove the aontinued soUrce of perplexity, which 
pa~ attended our operations during fue past year, I would re
IIpectfully recommend the passage of a ipecial act,by fue Gener-
al Assembly, at an early day, .recoguizing all regularly organized 
districts, w~ich have reported the number of persons between ilie 
aJes of 5 and 21 years, either by ft't,aular or special reports,. 
prior to this date, as entitled to their apportionment of the school 
moncy, upon the faith of said reports, giving them power to ap- • 
ply for, and receive the same at any time previous to the first of 
July, 1849, ·when the provisions of the 11th section have been 
complied wifu. Also providing for fua distribution, among said 
districts, of the county school tax: in March next,.and all fundi 
then in the hands of the Fund Commi'llsioners, county Treasur
ers, or of any of the school officers, designed to be disbursed an
nually for the support of school,;, giving to each district the priv
ilege of dividing the same between the two past years, ~nd of ap
propriating to eaeh school, where they have had m.ore than oue 
in a district, such proportion thereof as a majority of the electorSc 
may determine. 

Through ilie politeness of the Hon. Christopher Morgan, Su
perintendentofComm{)u.Schools oftheState of New York, and. 
the HOll. Horace Mann, formerly Secretary of the Board of' Ed
ucation of ilie Stat.! of MassachU8et~s, I have been furnished w ithO 

the last annual report of their respective States, together with a 
volume of New Yark School law, forms aud instructions for the 
present year. Mr. 'V. W, Garner, of our own State, has also-
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favored me with a volume of the revised school law of Ohio.
These documents I find r~pl"ete with interesting information, and 
"regret that time will not allow me to present many valuable Ita
tistics which might be gathered from them. 

It is desirable that there should be some uniformity in the se
lection of books to be used in our schools. By our present law 
no particular text books are designated, nor is it made the duty 
of any officer to recommend them. I think it would be judicious 
for the General Assem):>ly to make a selection themselves, or to 
authorize the Superintendent to do so. It would certainly tend 
to increase the interest in the schools, and to diminish the labor 
of tehchers. In view of the present irregularity in this partic
ular, no inducement is offered for the introduction of the latest 
and most improved works. Able and experienced literary men 
have labored for years in arranging a series of text books, well 
adapted for the instruction of youth, and if we wish . to anil 
ourselves of the result of their investigations, we must adopt 
as far as practicable some one of the excellent systems which 
have been prasented. Some very popular works have recently 
emanated from the pen of George R. Perkins A. M.· Professor of 
Mathematics in the New Y crk State· Normal School. I observe 
that Webster's Quarto Dictionary (unabridged,) revised by 
Professor Chauncey A. Goodrich, of Yale College, is attracting 
the attention of the friends of' common schools in the eastern 
States. In some of them it is extensively introduced. The 
work is spoken of in terms of the highest commendation by the 
press and literary men, both ill this country and in Europe.
Nothing would afford me more· pleasure than to see at least one 
oopy of it procured by each of tbe schools in this State, as the 
foun1ation of a library.. Thill would enable us to establish & 

uniform standard of otthography, which is certainly an impor.,. 
tant consideration. . The work is very much reduced in price. 
with the view of bringing it into general use. The following 
extract from the London Literary Gazette of April 1, 1848, ill 
,yorthy of special notice: 

" The original edition of the· J1merican Diction.ary is too well 
known and appreciated in England to require us to dwell at 
length on it$ J:Ilan and c:tecutio1.l. In the present edition Fror. 
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Goodrich bas been ably assisted by several lllnin-erit men, each 
ilistinguished in his ownSJIhere of inquiry; and the result is in 
the highest degree satisfactolJ'. The work is a noble monument 
of erudition, and indefatigable research; and the style andaccu
racy of its topography would do honor to the press of any coun· 
try in Europe. This volume must find its way into all our pub. 
lic and good private libl-aries, fOl' it provides the English student 
with a mass of the most valuable information, which he would in 
vain seek for elsewhere." 

By the kindness of Mr. R. Spaulding, book-seller and eta
uoner, Dubuque, Iowa., I have been supplied with a set of Astro
nomical maps, prepared by Professor H. Maison, of New York, 
with an accompanying volume of explanations, of some two 
hundred pagel to whioh I would invite the special attenticlD of 
the General AHembly and the friends of education. It may be 
thought by 'Some that the science of Astronomy i. too intricate 
for children, but no conclusion can be more erroneous. The 
mind is formed for researoh and investigation, and nothing is bet
ter calculated to excite the admiration and fix the attention of 
children, and lead them to contemplate th~ir present and future 
destiny, than an examination of the wonderful and harmonious 
mechanism of the universe which is daily unfolded to their view. 
The design of the author of this work has been so to simplify 
and illustrate the subject, as to bring it within the comprehen
sion of the smallest children embraced within our school. Too 
much cannot be said in favor of this valuable production, and I 
hope I am not too sanguine in lI.attering myself that it will 800n 
be introduced in the schools of Iowa. The map. will serve as 
an ornament to our school rooms, and occasional exercises up
on them, will tend to break the monotony consequent upon the 
prosecution of less interesting studies. • 

The American manuel, designed for the use of schools and 
acaciamies, by Joseph Bartlett Burleigh, A. M., a member of the 
Baltimore bar, and President of Newton College, with marginal 
exercise., and an invaluable series of statistical and biographi
cal ta1}les, is a a work of paramount interest to Ameriean youth. 
It prll!ents in a conden.ed and explicit form a fund of infor. 
mation, which could only lie acquired by unwearied application 
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It.n& laborious rcsc:wch witllOut it. The 1:uthot is a pract.ical 
teacher of' twenty years experience, and is a zealous and dey!.l~' 
ted friend to the canse of U1jiversal education. 

THE SCHOOL LAW. 
I have 1-eferred to many of the defects of the nbo\"c law to 

'which my attention has been called by written and verbal infor
mation. It is not ·to be expected under existing circumstances 
that any system can be adopted which will be entirely free from 
objection .. I would recommend howcver the repeal ~f the prei;.'/ 
llut law,and the passage of a new @e,retnillingas far as practicable 
the names by which the reHpective ofiiecrs are now designater! 
and the general outlines of tbe prcllcnt law. The idea that the 
more concise the law is made the beUer it will subserve ollr pur-' 
poses, is eerbinly e!·I·onCOl\~. Thc "various duties required 0" 
the respective officers acting umlPr it, should bc' definite7y and 
,ninutely set forih. In this position, I think that I am sustained 
by the experience and pl":lctice of older States. Th'c school law 
of Pennsylvania comprises a yolume of some twenty p3ges, that 
of New York, (acknowledged to be one orthe best in existence) 
about. forty, and that of Ohio about se-l:enf!/. Much inconvenience 
has been experienceu dl;ring tl:c past summer for the want of a 
sufficient number of copies of the school law. 'When I entered 
upon my dLlties in the spring, I reecind fiCO copies from the 
Secretary of State. I had 11 corresponding nnmber of the amend
ments printed, and attached the two together, and distributed 
them through the sever:Jl connties. Being printed, hOlliei'cr, 
merely in pamphlet form, they are liahle soon to he destroyed.-
I would recommend that the new l:!ws should be published in 
a substantially b01lnd 1,o11l.1ne, embracing the constittltion of the 
State, the severalacts of Congre;;s for our arlmission.intofhe UtI
ioo, and for grants of bnd, ';\"hic~l have been appropriated for 
the use of schools, with thc r,ccompunying instructions, of the 
~ommissioner of the general land office, under which the s:!me 
are to be selected. I would sngge$t also the propriety of ma)':
jug it the duty of the Superintendent of Public Instruction to 
prepare blank form~ for all reports required of the respective 
IIchool officers, and to give from time to time sneh in~tructions a!' . 
m:tJ he be~tc3Iet.1lated to ~E'tt!e and harmonize .'Ihe yarirty ot' 
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eonstructions it may receive. A ,'olume of thK koind would be 
much more likely to be preserved, and transmitted QY each offi· 
·cer to his successor. Each officer coonected '\vith the school 
system should receive a just and equitable compensation-pro. 
portionate to the ser·vices he is compelled to perform, which 
should not be.left.to the discretion of other oiijeers, butfiw by 
law. They shguld also be required to act under bond and oath, 
-subject to penal~y for neglect of dut.y. It cannot be ,expected in 
the present unsettled state oHhe ~ountJ:y, that they should man· 
ifest that zeal.and energy which is positively necessary in.thein· 
:fan~y of our school system, without remuneration. 

THE SCHQOL FUND LAW. 
Experience.has shown that the above law is impracticable.

:We have at present thirt.y-tu.'<1 organized .<:ounties .in the State, 
.. and cunsequently a corresponding nuruberof FundCummission
·ers, who have ilie lnanagement and disposition ofilia Ichool fund. 
But few of' them ha"e furnished a statement of their contingent 

·expenses and the amount allowed for salary by iliecounty com· 
.missioners. .By the M!count current of' the Fund Commissioner, 
of Dubuque county, th~y amount, including the.year 1847, up 
tu November lst, 1848, to $554 30. This is probably too~igb 
for an averag~.though some of them are doubtless more. But 
suppose.them to average $200 00 per annum, (which will 
scarcely justify an individual in attending ,to the business prop
.erJy) th~y will amount to $6,400 00. By reference to statf:
,ment F. of .this report, it will be seen that the uerage expense 
of allotting and appraising the 16th sections, as far as .reported, 
infonr counties, is $82 12. This .multiplied by the number of 
countie!l makes $2,627 S4, which added to the pay of Fund 
Commissioll~rs gives a total of $9,027 84 to be paid annually 
for the sale of school lands and the disposition of sohool funds. 
The number of -organized counties will be doubled at no very 
distant dll.Y, and consequent~y this expensc instead of being di· 
minisbed, will be annually increased. Beside this, the business 
is now scattered and is much more liable to derangement than 
it would be if conoentrated in the hands of one competent officer, 
and if once deranged, it will bc a. difficult matter 10 unravel it, 
where so many are concerned. The selection of school lands i~ 
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attended with great delay and lome uucertainty. The object de
signed to be accomplished in the manner of disposing of the 
500,000 acre grant (the creation of an imnwliate revenue) hu 
lteen thwarted by the introduction of land warrants, and it doell 
not appear wise longer to perpetuate the system. Our schoot 

, fund is of the most liberal character. It will probably amount 
to $2,000,000 when the school lands are all disposed of. It is 
almost needless to say that the prlldent and economical adminis
tration of this department of our scheol "ystem is a matter of 
vital concern, involving the success of all our future operations. 
It is in view of these facts and responsibilities that I have de
termined to recommend the repeal of the present school fund 
Jaw, and the creation of the office of State &hool Funa Commis
sioner, to- be kept at the seat of government. This offiCer should 
select the remainder of the 500,000 acre granti, attend to the 
sale of all IIchool lands in the State, and invest- the pc-rmanent 
fund as the General Assembly may direct. A eompensation of 
about $2000 00 per annum would ennble him to employ a com
petent clerk, and' to visit the different counties, examine, allot, 
appraise and sell the school lands in person j and also to loaB the 
school money, giving to each county in the State, such proportWn 
as it, should be entitled to by some convooieBt rule c6tablished 
by Jaw for making the dividend. 

We certainly sh ould profit by the sad-experience of some of 
the other States in the management of their' scllool fund,. and I 
believe rrmajority of them have settled upon a pIau similar to 
the one recommended, as the m(ut judicious.. The project of 
creating a State Land Office has heen spoken of. In the event 
this is done, it would doubtless curtail expen.es still further to 
embrace the school lands in it. The friends of education, in 
view of your present session, have been' induced to. withhold 
their exertions, and have looked forward with the 1I10st intense 
anxiety, to this, as the auspicious period, when they should re
ceive relief, and I cannot suffer my.self to indulge the belief' that 
yOIl' lvin return to your constituency, tilJ;tltey have fully reali
zed theit> expectations. The expenses of legislation constitute 
with some a sufficient reason for hurrying and even for neglect
ing thc mo~t iinport::mt bll&il'le~,,; but this is nothing WhfU com-
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pared with the \ ital iutc:rcsls to be Irot,ected :IlIU fosterell, by it, 
and it is ulll'ea,sonablti to concludc thut. any thing of utility can 
be accomplished without mature deliberatiun. 

By the abstract of the Fund Commissioners' reports it will be 
seen that our ol'ganization is yet imperfect. They all aSI'ign as 
II. reason for this, in their acC<.mpanying lctters, the absence of 
interest on the part of the subordinate officers and the people. 
This apathy was to ~e. anticipated under the circum~tanceli.
'\Ve may reasonilbly expect, however, that a few ycars experi
ence' will bring about a more favorable state of things. By the, 
adoption of the above plan for the management of the school 
fund, the financial and educational interest of the system will be 
tieparated, and the Superintendent can dcvote his time more ex
clusively to the organization of school districts, and the estab
lishment of schools. I purpose devoting the greater portion of 
the cOlDiug year to this portion of the labor, assigned me, and 

"thall endeavor to visit every portion of the State. As a people 
we are not alive to our own interests in treating a subject of 
such magnitude with neglect and indifference. Nothing will 
hQve a Iltronger tendency to induce the industrious and enterpri
llingportion of community, who are emigrating from ,the older 
States, to seek a home among us than the assurance that a 
lively interest is manifested, and that ample provi3ions have been 
made for 'the promotion of this desirable object. We have no 
reason to be discouraged thull far, and ollr future prospects aro 
of the most cheering character. Weare naturally biased by lo
cal prejudices, but aside, froIii this, I feel warranted in saying 
that the fairest portion of creation has been assigned us. It is 
indeed pleasant to contemplate. our future glory and prosperity 
as a State. Our eastern and western boundary, each s~me two 

. hundl'.ed miles in extent., is formed by the most important navi
gable streams ill the world, thl\s affording ·as an outlet for our 
products north to the ,malilui'acturing regions of Minnesota, north
west-to the fertile plains of Nebraska, and south t9 the throng
ed commercial marts of the lower Mississippi and the Gulf of 
Mexico. Our cemmu.llioa~ioll with the Atlantic coast also, 
through the medium of rail TOadS apd 1he great lakes of the 
north, will soon be almo~t direct. SixtCt'n years ago the scene. 
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of rural enchantment which surrounded the home of the s3Tage, 
within our present limits, was first disturbed by the approach of 
civilization, and now we have a hardy and enterprizing popu~ 
lation of 140,000 souls, prosecuting with vigor and energy the 
various arts of agriculture, and daily extending their trade and 
commerce with the adjacent States. And still the eye of the 
western emigrant is fixed on Iowa, and scarcely a day paslIes 
but we welcome the adventurous pioneer to a home witllin her 
borders. Nature seems to have clothed herself in her fairest 
robes to receive us, and may we not confidently expect that the 
day is not far distant when seminaries of 'learning, dotted here 
and there, over the entire area ef our State, will add to the love~ 
liness of the scene. The craggy steeps, the sunny vales, the 
chrystal fountains, the murmuring brooks, the roaring cataracts, 
the leafy groves and the fertile prairies appear to have con~ 
spired together to render us happy, and await the hand of art to 
bring them into requisition, that we may reap a rich reward for 

• our toil. But all thi~ will avail us nothing, lest we as a people 
. act well our part. 

I transmit herewith a copy of each of the circulars and blank 
forms, numbered from one to twelve inclusive, issued Kom this 
office prior to this date, together with the bills for printing the 
same. 

With the sincere wish that prudence and vigilance may ch~r
acterize all your delib.erations, and that you may be conducted to 
the wisest and best conclusions in the consideration of this mo
mentous subject, 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedi ~nt servant, 

THOMAS H. BENTON JR. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
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A ST ATEl\IENT exhibiting the amount of the permanent Seho.ol Fund, and the manner in which the same is 
invested, and the number of acres of School Lani\. which have been sold, and the proceeds thereof, as shown 
by the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November], 1848, 

Permanent fllndand how inve3ted.1 Sales of 16th Sections. \ Sales of WO,OOO acre grant. 
COUNTIES. , ____ _ ______ . 

Loaned on Land sold 0 b d Number of Amoullt in' Amount on l\umber ofiAmountin ', Credit Of3 \ Credit pf 
real estate. on credit. n an. acres. cash . I credit. acres. 'I cash. months. 10 year,. ------- -- -- - ·1 ,--_\ ppanoose, No sales. 

Benton, *134 68 397 72, 200 00 99.18 49 04 \ 147 72 360 I 200001 5000\ 20000 
Buchanall, :'{ 0 sales. i I 
Cedar, 640 00 2,049 501 256 50 ],000 896 5.° 12,049 50 I 
Clayton, f2551 15 13 65 ],440 1,882 20 640 1 80100 
Clinton, 103 20 309 301 160 103 20! 309 30 , 
Dallas. No reportl 1 I ' I 
Des Moines, 8,167 48 6,712 74 166 52 3,907 18,253 0016,712 74 320 8100 
Davis, . ],282 58 1,740 04 1,800 3,022 62 1,740 04 'I 

Delaware, 255 00, 1,150 00 6 00 640 250 00, 750 00 320 
Dubuque, 4,093 56 5,973 27 6,154.85 ,1,344 6511,851 89 1,0'10 17862 
Henry, 3,435 91 5,484 85! 3,6<10 3,'l35 91 15,484 85 I 
Iowa, No sales. '\ ) 
Jasper, No report " 
Jackson, No sales.\ , I 
J ellerson, I 1,536 75, 4,785 52; 393 17 2,ODO , ] ,929 92, 4,785 52 

32000 
I 

80001 32000 
81 3!:l ] ,040 00 
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Johnson, ,1,03833,2,95291,' 28 8411,347.75j 9980212,994961 .. 
Jones, I 772 81 5,038 43 12 50 1,187 I 452 8111,358 43 3,200 
Keokuk, I 600 001 1,959 00, 53 001 1,440 - (;53 00, J ,e59 00' 
J.ct>, ! 5,093 301"7,841 :36 120 OOi 6,680 5,093 30,7,S41 361 , 
I.inll, I' I 950 00 6 00' I I 760 
J.ouisa. 2,305 00' 4,777 22 I 2,830 2,325 71 I 4,502 421 640 

Marion, 12,718 66i 2,358 501 . 3,600 2,829 5011,718 50 640 

320,' 4800013,200CO 

I 190 00 760 CO 
16000 64000 

16000
1 

56000',3,20000 
16000 . 64000 

8000 32000 

~1ahaska,:t: 1 815 OO! 4,389 22 I 680,90
1

! 292 701 6~9 22' 3,366.75 

Monroe, 807 00· 890 001 25 00 V60 337 501 982 50 320 
Muscatine, 748 75 S03 62 79 67 733.75' 679 87 864 62 , 
Polk, 744 004,005 721! 413 50 652,501 197 65 502 00/· 3,291.381 250001 54073!3,16299 
Powesheilc, No sale. . I I I 
SC(Jtt. 11,263 2512,667 51 131 66/. 1,280 11 1332 49: 2,667 51, ' . 

Washington, 11'f)19 00 8,728 <12 568 75, 2,797 2,684 751 3,728 02 I Van Uuren, 2,876 93/3,755 02'9194 43! I 

Wapello, /5,11931,6,379 65 121 56/2,208.61) 1,563 93/.2,696 88! 7,04l.671 612881 7775~1 5,56171 . .-~, -'-------~----I- ----.-
-'49~1~ 651~~~~--.!2~!~0~~~~?28 _~4~~60~2i5922~~8!.~19~~:80i 2,~63 50 2,999 ~.19364~~ 
----_. __ . -------- - -------------- -----~----------- ... 

~ Sixty-three dollars and sixty-two cents in hands of predecessor. 
t Including $105 County School Tax for 1847, and deducting compensation lor services, 223 50, invcftclt 

"as the t1choollaw directs." 
t $281 12" amount on former contracts paid former School Fuud .Commissioner," not ineluded. 
9 Including intere..st received on permanent fund. 

~ 
:l:: 
M 
til 
t...: 
!;;!! 

~ 

I-



o 
cg; 
N' 

~ 

• 

A STATEMENT of money appropriuted annually by law and paid over ferthe support of 6choo1s, and the souree 
fr!>m which the some accrued, as shown by the reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November I, 1848. 

T • I' County I Interest on Il\;Iirt / Fines for, I Sale of Sale of /Sale of e-I Volunta-I Grocery 
. COUIIITIES. fchool tax. permanent /' fi~ ary Ibreach of thel water lost \ strays. I rr s';1h- I license. 

funt!. es. laws. crafts. goods. scnphon. , 
~!it~~:os~-- -,----- _., ---.----- ---,----- - ---- ------)--- ---

Buchanan, I 
Cedar, $50 00 
Clayton, I 114 50 
Clinton, - : 102 95 
Dalla", " 
Des f\1oines, - $1,..>7..> 25

1 

$1,313 001 $9700
1 

I 1*548 15 
DaVIS, , I 
Delaware, I I I ! I 
Dubuque, - I ' I; 
Henry, - I 606 43

1
' 73 05 30 001 $16 67! 575 99! 

Iowa I! i 
Jasper, i No report. I 

Jackson, - • " 
J efferson, 62 297 73 
Johnson, - / 
Jones, 31 30 0 i 
Keokuk, - i 
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Lee, 
inn, 0 

"ouisa, 
lahaska, 
larron, '0 

1\fonroe, 
'\{useatine, 

olk, 
Poweshiek, 
Scott, 
V:m Buren 
Wasliington, 
lVupello, 0 

"'Tax fOl" 18-1G 
t "Public fun< 

, 

1,000 001 

° 001 
I 129 101 76 00" 

2 661 93 
154 13 

51 7 
17 40i 
16 2GI 5 00 

1 I 17 37 1 

i 

258 08 I I 270 OC 
53 76t 421 40' 

233 90 I 42 501 24 9r 851 33 
221 96 9 21: 206 5-; 

1$46')326 $l,476 2£J--~J,_~~J=_--- -';')9 6(. 3~i~~ 
hrcc townships. 
ated., 
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00 
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(C) 

A ST ATEMENT of money appropriated anllllally by law and still 011 hand (or the support of schools and the source 
from which the some accrued, as shown by the' reports of the School Fund Commissioners, November 1, 1848: 

COUNTIES. 

Appanoose, 
Benton, 
Buchanan, 
Cedar, 
Clayton, 
Clinton, 
Dallas, 
Des Moines,
Davis, 
Delawarc, 
Dubuque, -
Henry, -
Iowa 
Jasper, 
J.ackson, 
Jefferson, 
Johnson, -
Jones, 
Keokuk, -

, _,intereSt on 1M" l.r mes for I Sale of I Sale of Is 1 I Volunta- f . County permanent lhtary breach of the water lost a e of e- ry -sub- <?rocery 
school tax. fund. fines. I laws. crafts; I goods. \ strays. Iscription. hcense. 

1~5-35--- -- I - I 
9 5£ 

'149 89 $ 165 41 I I I 
No repert. 

163 00 105 50 
149 96 37 50 
693 00 256 07 

746 
NG rcport. 

56 00 +24 00 

,$ 520°1 
tl,088 32 

50QI 
I 

$36 3°
1 

I 

I 

I 
I 
1$65 00 

~ 
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Lee, 
Linn, 
Louis~, -
Mahaska, 
;Marion, -

. Monroe, 
Muscatine, 
;Polk, -
J>oweshiek, 
Scott, -
Van Buren, 
Washington, 
Wapello, ' 

-I 

.,. 
~ 

217 00 
237 68 
, 38 47' 

10 05 

10 00 

6.0 21 

_ 41 92\ 20 60
1 

I \ I I 

- -1 1_ _ ._I ___ J __ 
I $1,779 371 $7~! $1,155 32 $6~ ~ __ l $65 ~O 

-School taX for 1848-not collected. 
tFrom different sources, not designated. 

~ :tIn haJids of predecessorr ' 
~ 
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.A STATEMENT exhibiting the number of organized uistricts, persons between the ages of Ih:e aull twenty-one years, schools 
i aught, pupils taught, teachers employed, days pupils have been tau,;ht, and the a,-erage pay of teachers per month, as shown by 
the reports ofthe School Fund Commissioners, November 1,1848. 

I - fiN f Number of I -_ Fund Commiss- ~umb~r 0 o. 0 pe:~ons No. of ~o. of ll- teachers A,-erage pay of 1';u~lbl'r of clays 
COllNTIES. ionners o~ga!!lzcu Ibetween D and schools ,il8 tau[Jlt. employed teachers. IpUPllS have been i . ulstncts. I twenty-one. . • . - - - -" ----- - ----- tallght. 

. male feruale Male. I Female. 
--'----1 ------ ------ -- ----- ---- -- --- - - - - -- ---- - - -1---
:",ppanoo>:Je, ID. P. SEarks, ? 2:lf i 
Renton, IE. II. I eyg, 3 73 
Buchanan, S. P. Stoll1hton, 1 130 $12 (,5 i $6 00 13il 
CeJ.lr, William 1\ ason, 788 123 7111 
Clayton, E. Price, 1 t ·103 1\ 127 5 23110 
Clinton, A. R. llissell, 21 526 (j 526 1-1 00 6 00 7114:1 
De~ Moines, Wm_ Walk!'r, 59 4(;15 
Davis, H. Dnnlavy, 1812 300 
Delaware, John Benson, 14 436 12 266 
Dubuque, M. l\Ibley, 20 1280 '6 82 12 00 540 
Henry, A. McKinney, 16 2628 606 14 2 15 00 10 00 

. Iem-a". .T. Wyckoff, 1 42 
Jasc:k!t, W. W. Fllrguson, 
Ja son, W. Hubbell, 21 800 11 325 9642 
J~enson, F. M. AUen, 52 2988 300 "019 
Jo,1t~on, Eli M~ers, 19 1022 8 527 8 3 11582 
Jo~e~,,, J. A .. ecrest, 20 694 4 122 0338 
K.e~blJ(, J. B. Whisler, 24 1286 
~,"! Wm. Stewart, ;95 5573 1434 35 2 5-1695 
~" A. Brown, I 1221 I 195 9517 

t-· ., Oliver Benton, 33 ~ Hi88 9 403·9 19869 

to 
~ 
I..:; 

.... 
0 
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.M ska, 
Marien, 
1\f oe, 
M atin 

'P. . Cro. an, , 
To B. Hamilton, 
T. Ric dson 

Polk, \Thos. McMullen, I 
P<lweshiek W H. Barnes, I 

Sc !H. ce, 
Van Buren, S. Clayton, 
Washington, N. P. Cooper, 
W 10, l.To 1M s, 

i 

• 
27 

4 

13 
30 

673 

G 
1125 8 , 

7 
o 

752 
72 

5 
3256 I ' 
1372 I 29 I 

41~ 11"051 

27-t I 8 
I 

3 

I 
620 1 21 8 25 00 I 12 00 I 

3 I 61 7 I 
-1-----

707",- 101 _ ~. $92 6!.l $41~ I 
- -- -- -.---

520 
2 
o 

1 0 
13606 
20692 

211474 
~ ::r: 
t"j 

00 

~ 
r . 
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(E) 

A ST A TEl.\IIENT showing the numbc,r of pl'rsons in the fol
lowing counties between the ages of five and twenty-one 
years, returned by special reparts : 

Benton 
Henry, -
Johnson,. 
Linn, 
Van Buren •. 

1'0131,. 

\ 

(F) 

89 
- 177 

277 
- 113 

333 

- 958 

A STATEMENT showing the amount of expenses incurred fbr 
allotting and appraising the 16th sections, in the following 
countietl ~ 

Clinton, 
J eiferson,* (one township,) 
Johnson, (six townships,) 
Louisa,t 
lVl uscatine, -

7600 
2lS 75 

- 4850 
196 25-

- 64 00 

$411 50 

·Seventy-seven days reported in addition to the above, with-
out stating the price. . • 

tThe sum of $140 00 of the above pllid in 1847; balance. 
not paid • 

• 

(G) 

OFFICE OF St;PERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, ? 
Iowa City, Iowa, August 10th, 1848. 5 

SUI. :-The fourteenth section of an act of the General Assem
bly of Iowa, entitled" an act to provide for the management and 

Digitized by Google 



~HE SENATE. 335 

dispo&ition of the 'Bchool· fund," approved }'eb.25th, 184fi, pra
·vides that" the five, per centum upon the net proceeds ofthe'sales 
of the public ~ands, granted by the United States to this State,sball 
be paid into the hands ,of the Superintendent of Public Instruc
tions, to be disposed of aceording to: law." Please advise me 

. at your earliest convenience when this account with the State 
will be settled, and what steps arc necessary to be takellrelative 
to it. V cry respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS H. 'BENTON, JR. 

Superintendent of Public Instructio~. 
HON. R. M. YOUNG, 

Commissioner General Land Office, Washington City, :D. C. 

GENERAL LAND OFFIC~ .~ 
August 25th, 1848. 5 

SIR :-In reply to your enquiry of the 10th inst., you are ad
vised that the five per cent fund account between the Uuited 
States and the State of lowa,has been audited at this office, for 
the period commencing the 28th December, 1846, and ending tllC 
31st December, 1847, and a balance of $16,422 05 reported to 
the First Comptroller of the Treasury as due the State. Your 
letter has also been referred to that officel', who will advise you 
what measures are necessary to be adopted to bring that .amount 
into thc State Trellsury. 

I am Sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

RICHARD 1\1. YOUNG, 
Commissioncr. 

1'HO)lAS H. BENTOX, JR., EsQ.., 
Superintcndent of Public Instruction, 

Iowa City, Iowa. 

OFFICE Oi' SI'PERINTE?\nI.:;-;T 01' PI:JJLIC I:oiSTRCCTlOX, ~. 
Iowa City, Iowa, November !!5, 184g, ~ 

SI.n:-I was advised 1,y the Commissioner of the General 
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Land Office, under date of August 25, 1848, that the amollnt due 
the State of Iowa, arising from the five per cent. fund account 
·between the United States and this State, up to' December 3.1st, 
1847, was $16,422 05, and that you would inform me what 
steps were necessary to be taken in order to obtain it. As I . 
have received no intelligence from your department as yet, have 
the kindness to advise me at your earliest convenience on the 
subject. Please refer to my correspondence with the Commis-
sioner Very Respectfully, 

Your obe"dient servant, 
THOMAS H. BENTON, h., 

Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
FIRST COMPTROLLER, 

Treasury Department, 
Washington City, D. C. 
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nEPORT 

or THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

bFFICE OF 'fHE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS. t 
AGENCY CITY:, DEcEirBER 1, 1848. S 

TO'ilia Excellency .J1n11e/, Briggs, 
Governor of iowa:· 

SIR :-It is provided by the 9th seotion' of al1 act patsed during 
the first session of the General Assembly, entitled "an act creating 
a Board of Public Works, and providing for the improvement of 
the Des Moines river," approved Februrry 24th, 1847; that "the 
noard shall make report to the Governor on or before the first 
day of every regular session of the Legislature, giving a full 
lltatement of all their doings, and reoommending such legislative 
action as they may deem expedient." In compliance with this 
provision we beg leave respectfully to report: 

That by ce~tificate of the Secretary of State bearing date the 
7th day of September, A. D. 1847, we were severally informed 
of having been elected President, Treasurer and Secretary of, 
and constituting a Boarg. of Public Works for the State of Iowa, 
at a general election held on the second day of August next pre
ceeding, and that our bonds previously filed, had been approved 
by the Governor. We then prooeeded to Fairfield, in J eJTerson 
co.nty, punuant to a prior understanding, and held our first. 
session as a Board on the 22d September, 1847, having been 
first qualified on" oath to the faithful and impartial performance 
of the duties required of U~ by kw:' Here the re~ponsibility 

43 
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a'1d difficulty of the path which lay before us became very ap" 
parent.' N either of us possessed the advantage of experience 
in a similar capacity. We were pioneers in works of internal 
improvement for a young and vigorous state, and without chart 
or compass·, rule or precedent of predecessors to guide us in our 
·track. We knew that the Des Moines river was, if possible, to 
be made accessible for steamboats to the Raccoon Forks, and we 
knew that lands had been appropriated for that purpose by act 
of Congress j but we had no evidence by which to distinguish 
the lands donated from those of the general gO\'eI'nment, nor any 
report, diagram, or data of those lands having been at all select· 
ed, as required by law. In fine, the act of Congress, and the 
act of the General Assembly, were the.only docnments then in 
our possession, or of which we had any knowledge, aml. it may 
'be as well to say here that our difficulties were gre&tly amelior
ated on ~his and on many other occasions, by the information and 
assistance of Bernhart Henn, Esq., RegisteJ' of the Fairfield 
land office. 

Our first official act was to inform his Excellency, the Gov
tlrnor, of our organization, and to obtam an intrbduction, through 
llim,·to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, whom we 
addressed with a view to "IIuch aid and information as may be in 
Ilis power to bestow, and with whorh we anticipated frequent 
'OCcasions of correspondence. The Secretary was directed to 
:procure authenticated plats from the Surveyor General's office 
ut Dubuque, of all townships supposed to contain lands embrac
ed in the grant, and to communicate with officers of tile late Tcr-
'ritorial Government relative to their official trahsactions in re
gard to those lands j but we could only learn that (.'Otnmissioners 
·had selected the odd sections, and reported th~ fact to the proper 
department at Washington. 

Rules for-the entry llf land by pre-'emption, nnder the 29th 
aection of' the act of'thc General Assembly, aforesaid, were 
adopted -at 'an adjourned meeting, and our President was detailed 
to visit other States for informaiion, and to prom by their ex·pc
rience in slackwater iml>rovements ; but more especially to em
ploy an engineer of tried and undoubted qualifications in works 
of this character. Our corporate faculties werc then ill early 
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and aetive motion. We were enabled to grant pre-emptions to 
lands in sixteen townships on the 11th of October, bu~ with the 
expectation, founded on public opinion, that the amount to which 
we were prescribed by act of Congress would be received in a 
few weeks, and designing in any event to limit thes~ pre-emption 
sales to three months in advance of a public sale; yet, although the 
office was continued open, with but little intermission, until the 
31st 'of March following, and thirty-one additional townships 
were exposed {or sale in a sill1ilar manner about the first of Jan
~lary, our receipts had not reached the SUIll of thirty thousand 
dollars until near'the end of six months. 

The 27th section of the act says, "Any person who, on the 
first day of January 1847 was, by the then existing laws of this 
State, entitled to a, claim upon the lands in this act mentioned, or 
who shall at the time of entering the same, be the owner of such 
claim, shall have the right to enter the same in legal subdivis
ions of not less than forty acres, unless it be a fractional quar
ter, atthe price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; and 
the provisions of the seve,ral' pre-emptioD. laws of Congress, 
pa~sed since the first of June 1838, and aU the privileges and 
benefits thereby granted, are extendedtQ the settlers on said 
lands as far as the same are applicable, and the lame rulell and 
r,egulations shall be observed in the entry, and sale of said lands 
by the Board." 

'The law in this case determines the mi~imum quantity at for
ty a9re8, but leaves the maximum to be inferred, or determined 
by the Board. The" several laws of Congress" admit of one 
hUlldredand lixty acr~s,' but'" the thljJl existing laws of this 
State" have recognized a clai·m of three hundred and twenty 
1I01:e8. Many members of the legislature gave it as their deci
oed. opinion that·aof; mor:e th&J1 one hundred and sixty acres were 
contemplated by t~ act.. A. matUl'e 6oils~ration of the subject 
brought us to the~oncl\l~io;o, that the interests of the settlers, and 
oOhe imprQvement, would be promoted by extending tlle pre .. 
emption to a claim. of three hundred and twenty acres, whether 
in regular or detached tracts; provided it were held on the first 
day of January, 1847, "according to the then existing laws of 
this State:" , We therefore adol?ted the following form of prooi' 
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tp be filed In the office; with the additi~n of a quit-cla\1ll deed in 
c~ses 'oqransfer since the first of January, 18~7, 

(FQRM A.) 
I, AI B. of eQunty.lowa, 

no solemnly (sweal' OJ;' affirm) that I am th,~ head of '" familr, (or 
a single ~an over twenty-one years of age as the case may be,) 
and have never had ~h~ be~lQti.t of any rigl.1~ Qf pre-emption on ~a6 
lat\d appropriated by {\ct of Congres,! fo~ tbe improvemeI;lt of 
tpe Des MQines !tinr, nQr l1ave I sol,d" tli8\l11ferred, or quit~ 
claimed any part of these land~ on whi"h a right of pre-emptJ.oQ 
could, be obtain~d t~lrougll m(l.. That I. am now: thCl owner of'the 

quartcJ; of 
~ection No. ill Township No., 'Nt o.f 
Range No. W. of the 5th, P., M" and Olat (1 
CJ~ C. D.) WI1-S entitled to a claim thereon on the first of J.anuary, 
1847, according to the then existing laws of the State of low". 
That (I, or he) had not neglected n.or abandoned this claim. (oJ; 
six months p:re~eding the first day of January, 1847, and tba~ 
eluring that time i.t was mar~ed out So that tJIQ bQu.ndari,es there
oCcould be reldily ~raced, a~d i,ts Il.xtim.t Ilas~ly ~nown, and that 
lllY or his claim did not exceed in numQer of I1l.lres the a~o~n~ 
Jimitqd to one person acc(;ll:d~ng ~o the CU/itom of the neigh\>or .. 
hood in which it is situated. A. :a .. 

I, E, F. do solemnly (swear or afIirm) that I know the facts 
set forth in the foregoing (a~davit, or afijrmatioll) to be true anll 
correct, a~d th\111 am not interested in the. clailJl. E. F., 

OF-FleE OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIe WO~K5 AT -. -.. -- t 
184 ,5 

I, ---'--', Seeretary of the Board of Public Works, (or J. P. 
as the ease may be) do hereby certify that the aboWi weJ'8 
taken and sRoscpibed before me this day. That the tract de-
Bcribedcontains aeres,. alld that the prioe agreed up-
on is $1,25 pel" acre. Secretary· •. 

A salc or transfer ()f "any part of these lan.d~'~ was not de~ 
signed as a bar to invalidate a right of pre-emption, but to, elicit 
fl. fact, in order to guard against a pre-emption to, mOJ:C· tha~ 
:l20 acres by proxy! W c "ery ~con discovered that quit-
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claim <leeds were not as common as we had imagined, but that 
most of the assignees who applied for pre-emption had come in
to possession by verbal transfer. We then adopted the following 
form for cases of this charactet:, w.ithout regard to deed!! : 

I, A. B., of county, Iowa, do solemnl" 
swear that I aJ11 (as the Ca$8· JJlay ~,as in form A.) and have 
never had the benefit of any right of pre-emption on the lands 
appropriated by act of Co~grtlls fOll·the improvement of the: Des 
Moines river. nor have I soJd, transferred, or quit-claimed any 
:part of these lands on whi'ch l;I.right of pre-emption could be ob
tained through me, and that 1 am now the undisputed owne! of 
the quarter of lection No. in 
township. No. N. of range No. W. of the 5th 
principal meridian. A.'B. 

I, C. D., do solemnly swear that E; F. was entitled to a claim on 
the land 'described in the f-oregoing affidavit,on the first day of Jan. 
1847, and for six months next preceding, and during that time 
it was marked out so that the boundaries thereof could be read
ily traced, and its extent easily known, and that his claim did 110t 
exceed in number of acres the a{llQUnt li{llited to one person ac
cording to the custom of the neighborhood in which it is situated 
and that the right which the said E. F. held to the said tract is 
now in the above named A. B. by regular transfer and sale, and 
that I am not interested in the claim. C. D. 

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS AT -- ~ 
184 • 5 

I, --- Secretary of the Board of Publio Works, (or J. P. 
as the case may be) do hereby' certify that the foregoing affida
vits were taken and sub$Cribed to before me this day. That the 
tract above described contains --- acrel, and that th~ price 
agreed upon is $1 25 per.acre. Secretary. 

These forms apply, or may be adapted, to any of the chame
leon shades which claims have assumed in the Des Moines val
ley, and it will readily be perceived that he who cannot prove 
a right to claim under one or the other of these forms, can have 
no right, for the most superficial claim will be recognizec1 by 
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lome one, and this one is sufficient for his witness. NeitlieF
should anyone who.does not wish to be considered obnoxious 
to the title of" land speculator" desire more than a half section,. 
-an amount unknown to any other pre-emption law in existence. 

This proof is certified by the Secretary (as Register,) to the 
Treasurer, (811o.Receiver ,) and on payment being made that officer· 
issues the· following receipt in duplicate. 

OFFICE'OFTHE'BQAlm OF PUBLIC WORKS AT-. 

·No.- Received from A. B. of - county, Iowa, the sum 
of -- dollars,. being in full for the --- quarter of section 
No. --, townshipNu. --N. range No. -- W. of the 5th 
P. M., containing - acres at. $1 25 per acre j and the land 
above described having been appropriated by act of Congresll, 
a pproved August 8, 1846, for the improvement of the navigation 
of the Des Moines river, the right of taking such stone as may 
be found necessary to said improvement is hereby reserved. to 
the State of Iowa, without any let. or hindrance •. 
$- TreJiurer. 

pne of these receipts is filed in the office·of the Secretary, in 
,roof of the completion of the entry, and the other is retained by 
the purchaser. The following is our joint certificate on which 
• patent shan issue" signed by the Governor, subject to such .. 
regulations ail may be prescribed by law." 

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF PUBIC WORKS AT-. 

No.- We certify that A. B.~of- county,--ha
trus day purchased at thi~ office the --- quarter of section 
No.---, township No.---, range NO'-t West of 
the 5th principal meridian, being part of the lands appropriated 
hy act tlf. Congress, approved Atlgust 8, 1846, for the improve
me.nt of the navigation of the Des Moines river, containing
acres, at $1 25 per acre, amounting to --- dollars and for: 
which the said A. B. ha-- made payment in full as required by 
law, after reserving to the State ~fIowa, the right oC taking anu 
using such stone as may be found necessary to said improve';' 
ment without let or hindrance. 
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'Therefore, be it known that on presentation of 1Ms cel'tl'ficate 
to the Governor of thc State of Iowa, the said A. :B. shall be enti
tled to receive a patent for the land above described, subject tit 
-such regulations as may be prescribed by law. 

Secretary. 
Treasurer. 

'Theditlicultyof procuring a thoroughly competent engine~r, 
'One having experience in w<!rk ~f a character similar to that 
proposed for the Des Moines river, detained the President until 
the first week in December, but we have the proud satisfaction 
of saying thathe has not only succeeded in obtaining the ~ervi
ces ,of a,gentleman of undoubted qualifications., but one who i. 
morally, as well as scientifiically, worthy of entire confidence 
in the line of his pi"ofession. With the aid of three experi
enced assistants, Mesn~. Wells, Jacobs and Hayden, and other 
subalterns necessary to a cOlps, the survey of the river W&I 

~ommenced on the 16th of December, 1847, and the p«mlevering 
industry with which Col. Curtis and his ,efficient aidoS prosecuted 
the work all high up as Ottumwa, a di~nce of ninety-three 
miles, during the most inclement season of the year, is wor.th1. 
'of all praise. 

We suspended the further prosecution of the survcv ab,O'WI . , 
{)Uumwa in the early part of February, and made a rellui;;iti~. 
-an the Chief Engineer for a report of his labors, with a ,-iew 
to determine the general plan 1)[ impro,'ement, and the final 10-
cations of dams and IQoks. It was found however, that a laUe 
minute examination of the river was necessary antecedent to the 
i'e port; and this examination was required to be the more criti-' 
cal as many intelligent minds believed that a great portion of thi. 
distance was not susceptiMe of improvement in any way. Nor 
were they entil'ely mistaken, as low banks and other impedi
ments precluded the possibility of dams, and we Were forced to 
the expedient of a side cut., or canal, from St. Francisville, Mi~ 
souri, to a point affording Iluflicicllt depth of water for steam 
boats, about a mile aud three quarters from the Mississippi riv
er, a distance of ten miles. The removal of some snags and 
other drift, from the main channel, or Nassau slough, will affor" -, 
free na,-igation in either or both, frcm the n:cl!th of the canul,U/ 
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the Missillsippi, ~fla all the mouths of the Des Moines will hav., 
.equal facilities of navigation. 

The engineer's re,port was filed on the Wth March, and will 
be found herewith, and his suggestions were adopted in the 
main. The general s~neme is dedgned to afford navigation f'Ot 

such boats of a medium size as ply most profitably on the Up .. 
per Mississippi, and although we fully appreciate thc maglli~ 
tlfle of the tradew.hich w ill flow thTough this 'channel at no 
distant day, it ill believed that the capacity of the locks and "Ca
nal are sufficient to obviate the necenity of those change's an(l 
-enlargements so vexatious to other States. 

The 'privileges necessary to the improvement were a so'Urtre 
'of great annoyance at the lower end of ilie line, as the latids 
'along the canal route 'Were the property of individuals, many 
of whom were unfriendly, indifferent, or ign'orant of the pro
ject. Conflicting titles existed to other portions where the re
linquishment of all parties was indis:pensable, and the incubns 
of "the Half Breed elaim" overhung the whol'e. On the 80tltb 
side of the river, between the mouth abd the present boundary 
of Iowa, the lands belong to a sister State. The river is here 
a common highway for all, and the imp'Ottanl!e of the work jus
tified the co-operation and undivided influence of both States.
The prDposed construction of a sille cut on the Iowa side, at first 
created anxiety and disaffection among some of the citizen II of 
Missouri, but after the work' commenced, and the propriety of 
the location become obvious, we are happy to testify to the appa
rent satisfaction and courtesy which have been manifested by 
citizens of the south side. A, controversy or conflict between 
two neighboring States never appears to advance the interests or 
character of either. We have avoided this by a cautious regard 
to the objects of the appropridion, without listening to the vauge 
rumors of a few disaffected and designing persons on either side 
of the river. We shall continue to cultivate the good feeling 
which now exists, by a scrupulous regard to the best possible 
location, construction, and completion of the work. 

All sales ofland were suspended on the 31st March 1~48, for 
an indefinite period, and the officer of the Board was removed 
from Fairfield to the Engineer's office at Keokuk: for the grcat-
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er convenience of 1\ letting then, advertised to be held on the first 
of June. The engineers were engaged in establishing the loca
tion of the work, and preparing estimates and specifications for 
bidders, who became numeI:ous as the day of letting approached. 
Indeed the notoriety whi(~h we gave to this work in the Eastern 
States, by circular and advertisement, has induced many worthy 
and wealthy persons to visit Iowa on an excursion of pleasure 
or business, who perhaps never would otherwise have comll, 
and as some of them have already become our fellow citizens, 
cmd many others likely to follow, we trust that the accession to 
our population will not be few or indifferent by thi, means alone. 
The letting was held ~s advertised, and the bids are believed to 
have been more numerous than for any work in the United 
State. of equal value. After Beveral day" examination of 111ele 
numerous and conflicting proposals, al)d a careful consideration 
of the responsibility and experience of bidders, the work wal 
awarded as follows ~ 
SECTION No.1. To .Messrs. Barnetl and Co. of Ohio.-This 

section embraces the first lock, of 22 feet lift, and tlie earth 
work within ten chains of the lock. -

SEC. No.2. Messrs. Lyon and Co. of Ohio.-This is nearly a. 
mile of canal embankment. 

SEC. No.3. T. Curis of /owa.-A mile of canal. 
SEC. No.4. Stewart and Wallace, of Illinois and Michigan.

A mile of canal inc!.uding the heavy embankment and protec~ 
tion which pass the "Big Yellow Banks." 

SEC. No.5, 6 and 7. .]WesSTB. Blake and Co. of Pennsylvania._ 
Three miles of' eanal. 

SEC. No.8. Musrs. Brigh{//6/, and .Mayger, of .MiasouTi.-A 
mile of canal including the embankment passing the" Little 
Yellow Banks," also, including lock No.2, of ten feet lift. 

SEC. No.9. Musrs Canna,hle and Cunningham of Iou:a ancl 
Ohio.-A mile of canal. 

SEC. No. 10. Messrs. Cassidy and Bell of Iowa.-A mile-of 
canal. They have also contracted for constructing the pile &Il

gin&. 
SEC. No. 11. .71'1688rs . .McrT'imanand Co. of Pennsylvania.-One 

mile at the head 9f cqnal, and Guald Lock. \ 
44 
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SEC. No. 12. .JIfessrs. Barnett/and Co. of Ohio.-Dilh No. 'l, 
at St. Franeisville. 

SEC. No. 13. ·Messrs. Quinn, CarrtJgher and Co. of.N't:W Yor~· 
Dam No.2, and lock No.3, of 10 93-100 feet lift, at" Cow'" 
pens old Mill." 

SEC. No. 14~ Wttlker, Paitersonand Co.ef Iowa.-Dam No.3, 
,and Lock No.4, 10 32-100 feet lift, at"" Thoms Mill." 
All these contractors are On the work, and pro~ecuting their 

('ontracts with vigor, and apparentsu.!cess. They employ about 
000 men, and have' a great amount of materials on hand. We 
have every reason to belioeve, if our' resollrces for prompt pay
ment cG'ntinue, that this part of the work will be completed be
i'ore the expitoation of the time provided in their·contracts. III a 
!subsequent part of this report we will advert Dore- particularly 

. 10the importal'lce of acceltrating'the progrf!lSof all the work, by 
'SeCUring prompt'payment to all the contractorrJ. The receipts 
from sales of land will not warrant a too s}>eedy completion of 
the work on clish payments, end the fir~t day of March 1851, hal 
'therefore, he en set'as the day of final estimates, when all these 
contracts are to be deliv~red up in a manner acceptable to the 
pl"incipal Engineer ,in eharge 'of the improvemeDt. Prudent 
management on the part of the State may enable the Boara to 
make full and prompt paymeJits on all these contracts at.fllat 
time, while a rash int'erferenc~ or a desire to pander to ·local 
prejudices may frustrate the whole design. 

In addition to information derived from reports and documents 
collected by the Presfdent in the fall of 1847, with regard to the 
comtruction of works in other States, the members orthe B.ard 
were much benefited by their intercourse with contractors of 
varied cxp~rience during the letting. A 'Variety of circumstan
ces combined on this occasion, to induce the belief in owr minds 
that additional portions of the work could be put under eontraet 
on favorable terms, without at all conflicting with this first let
ting, and a notice was accordingly posted up in our office with a 
'Tiew to elicit suggestions to that end. The extent of our re
sources were so fully appreciated as to induce indirect propoli
t;ons, and to justify us in advertisi~g for a second letting on the 
21st of August i the result of which exceeded our mOlt ,ang"in~ 
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• 'pectati"olll •. TIte proposals received were·very similar in their 
• pricel, andenearly, i£ not quite ':1 low as those accepted in ou~ 

first 'vork. As payment for this work was to be postponed till 
the first series of,coptrilcts was paia for, we considered it desi": 
Table that no one should have mo~e ·than his means would enable. 
him tQ accomplish. The work ~as awarded to the lowest're-

. 1Iponsible bidders, and mllY be stated as follows: 
SECTION No. ,15. TO'JlWsTS. McCune and Co. of Ohia.-Dam 

a~d lock at; FarmingtOll, 11 1-2 feet lift. . 
SEC. No. 16. Wm • ./lfi!5 and Sen, of Iowa ........ Dam and lock at 

Bonaparte, 71-2 feet Int. 
SEC. No. 17.-BT{)Wn and &nford of Iowa.-llam an41ook:a.t; 

Bentonsport, 12 1-4 feet lift.' 
SElf. No. 18, 19 an~ 20.-:-BriglUPll.flndMayger, of Missouri.

Dam and lock at Keosauqua, 14 feet lift • 
. Dl!om and lock at,Powells, Il,feet lift. 

" " Portland, ,12 1-2 feet lift. 
Ssp. No. 21.-.i\W8TS • .M~~ (lJI,fl Co., of Ohio.-DaJq a~l(l 

lock -at Jordan' • ., 12 1-2 feet lift.. 
SE.C .• No. 22 and 23.-.MesSTS. Cannable Uld Cunniagham, of 

Ohio and Iowf£,-Dam and luck 'at Railsback's, 7 1-2 feet 
lift. 

Dam.and lock~ Rowlands, 7 feet lift. 
SE,C. No. 24. Wm. ~mb.-Damand, lock, mouth of Sugar 

creek, 7 1-2 feet lift. 
The contractors at Bonaparte awl Bentonsport have made a 

good commencemel'!t, and others have made arrangement. for 
prosecuting their work in the spring. Their success will, no 
doubt, depend 'on the ability to raise means. It was understood 
~ the letting" that estimatas would be made as the work pro
gressed, and certificates of indebt~dness issued, bearing six pet' 
cent per annum, Rayable out of the proceeds, of sales of land. 
appropriated to the improvement of the Des Moines river.
With these certificates, and the J'8sources of the contractors, it • 
was expected that the means would be readily. obtained. Noth .. 
iong. has been done by the Board to change this understanding, 
but we have r,eason to believe that a different and more direct, 
mode would b~ mo~e economical and, B<lv..antageous to the Stale. 
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and more acceptable to contractors. This subject will be m.ore 
fully discussed hereafter, when we .peak of the disposition of 
the lands. 

The Commissioner of' the General Land Office, made no re
ply to a leUer addressed to.him by the Secretary, through the 
Governor, at the first Qrganization of the Board, nor to one of 
.imilar import under date of 29th November, following, in which 
it was urged that the iItterests of the 'State required his· imme
diate action, ant~cedent to that of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
as required by the act of Congress, Nor was it until our prompt 
and attentive Representative in Congress, the Hon. W. Thomp
son, made a personal application, at the urgent solicitation of the 
Secretary, that a reply was elicited as follows: , 

GENERAL LANn OFFICE, l 
February 23, 1848. S 

SUl:-Your eommunication of the 29th November, last, en
closing a cOPTof your. of the 22d September last, has been re
ceived and would have received an earlier response but for the 
erroneous and defective surveys along. the nes Moines river, 
which prevented this ofRce from submitting to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the selections made by the State of Iowa, for the 

impro1'ement of the navigation of that river, under the act of 8th 
August, 1846. As these surteya have heen corrected action 
will be had on those selections as soon as possible, and when ap
proved they will be certified to you. 

It is not usual to furnish more than a diagram of the pant, hi 
casel of this kind, with a certified list of the tracts granted, as 
above mentioned, and these will, oj' cOlU'se, be transmitted as 
soon as they can be prepared. 

All the aid that this office can glve the Board of Public Works, 
in the discharge of its duties, will be cheerfully rendered, and 
if it is possible to procure copies of the Reports of the Topo
graphical Bureru, of the examinations heretofore made of the 
nes Moines river, it will afford me pleasure to do so, and for
ward them to you. 

A question has arisen as to the extent of the grant mad~ to 
Iowa, by the act of 8th August, 1846, and thc opinion of this 
ofJice has been requested on that point. -
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By the terms of the law, the grant ii, of one equallnCliety, in 
alternate sections, of the public land.. remaining unsold and not 
otherwise disposed of, encumbered or appropriated, in a strip 
five miles in width on each side of said river, to be selected 
lvithin said Territory &c., &toe., and the proceeds are to be ap
plied in the improvement of the navigation of that river, from its 
mouth to the Raccoon Forks. Hence the State i. entitled to the 
alternate sections within five miles of the Des Moines river, 
throughout the whole extent of that river, within the limits of 
Iowa. Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 
RICHARD M. YOUNG. 

Commissioner. 

CHARLES CORKERY, EsQ.., 
Secretary of the Board of Public Works, 

Fairfield, Iowa. 

It will be pereeived that in this reply the commissioner add. 
his sanction to the already plain letter of the act, and removes 
aU ground of cavil as to the extent of the grant. The same plain 
literal construction will extend it far beyond the present "limits 
of Iowa," for the laDguage of the act "is within said Territory," 
which then extended far north of the State line subsequently. 
designated by Congress. The same commissioner of the Gen
eral Land Office, who on the 23d of February, 1848, said that 
we were entitled to those lands" throughout the whole extent 
of that river," did, on the 19th of June following, advertise a 
part of those lands for sale by proclamation, as belonging to the 
United States! Our attention was not called to this singular 
inconsistency until September, when we immediately addressed 
the commissioner, in the belief that these lands were proclaimed 
in error, and that the order (or their sale would be rescinded on 
having his attention directed to it, but our letter appears to have 
been met with silent disregard. 'l'he sale went on as if nothing 
had occurred, and portions of the State lands were sold for cash 
and military land warrants. It may be proper to state also, that 
in anticipation of such action as the Legislature in its wisdom 
may think proper to take in this matter, we have filed a copy of 
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our letter. to the €ommisaioner, accompanied by a p~teltagaiDst 
the lale, in the diRtrict laJfd office at Iowa City. It is our opin •. 
iOIl that. DO time shol.lld be lost in bringing thiS subject before 
Congress, or some othel: propev. tribunal, as the succesl of the· 
improvement depeRds OB the extelJlt of the appropriation.. No. 
restriction, or.DaJl'OW construction, should be made of. a.law Ii~ 
equitable and just., The. appropriation by Congress, and the 
earJy commencement of the work bJ the State, hav.e 50 attracted 
tho.. atte11tion of emigrants to .this region as to cawe. a sale and. 
settlement of a large portion of Unitecl Sta~s.lands that would 
otherwise have remained (or years uw;ald and uncultivated.
Tbe generalgovernmeRtis. compensated by th«! enhanced value 
of:"'lands adjacent to the work, as it holds out a prospect of an 
early means of conveying the produ~U. of !.Pc co~ry,to market, 
and extends the. settle.~ts, fir heyond. the iIllprovement. Es
timates m!\de on the expense of transportation (and more fully 
referred to in the report of the Engineer,) show that the advan':' 
tag8S of tllis improvemept are not confined to the .. valley of~thc 
Des Moines, but conneot with the valley. of the Upper MissQU., 
yi, NIlb.raska or Platte,.offerillg the safest. an~ cheap.est .channel 
for.the transportation of the products of a. vast c(),l,1ntry in the. 
far west. No policy of the. general gO'lcrnment appears to w
sO' equitable and wise as that of appJ\opriating lands .to improve 
the means of travel and transpartation thrDugh those lands.
Appropriations C?f this description to inte.rnal improvements, cre-. 
ate a eommOD interest which is calaulated to·,i,ncrease the. attach
ment which ought to .exist het-ween the infant settlements and 
the national government. With a vicw therefore~ of securing 
success and to realize the. entire benefit of ihe. appropriation. 
application should be made to Congress for a law. authorizi~ 
the appointment of commissioners who shall be empowered to 
select other lands instead of those odd sectioDs which by acci ..... 
dent or otherwise, haye been sold by the United Statell land 
oftlcers within five miles of thc Des Moines river. Such. a..law. 
would include other lands which were sold prior and subsequent. 
io the grant, and pre"ious to the selection, and would add a.. 
eonsiderable amount to the means applicable to the improve ..... 
ment. 
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]t 'will be seen that the commissioner of the Geny,ral Land 
office, promised to fumi.h this office with the approval of the 
Secretary of the Treasur.y, a diagram of the grant, and a list of 
the tracts granted. We waited until after the adjournment of Con
gress, in order that full time might be had to prepare them, and 
it wa'S not until the 25th of August tHat we called for them • 
again. We then represented tho embarrassments under which 
we,labored fen want of the list and diagram particularly, as we • 
were about to revive the sales of land, but no attention Oppe:lS 
to'have been paid to ,our pressing and re~ectful request. ' A 
public s9le is now advertised to cemmence lit Agency City on 
the 25t.b. inst., of all' "river lands" below Ottumwa, after hav
ing given two months time for pre-emptions, in addition to the 

, previous six'months Qf last winter, and the verbal designatiotl 
of Mr. Henn, is the only evidence by which we can distinguish 
thelaDds under our control from 'these of the general gin'ern
mente 

Having no data whatever by which to designate the State 
lands north of the Fairfield Land district, it is a source of re;' 
gret that we cannot report the amount included in the appropri
ation. This would hlive been accurately determined, so far as 
the surveys extend, were we furnished with the list and dia
gram, and they may yet arrive befOt'e the adjournment of the 
General Assembly, as we ha'Ve recently written to the Hon. W m. 
Thompson on the subject. The country is well settled in thAI 
vicinity of the river for some twenty miles above the Raqooll 
Forks, and sparsely settled os high up as the Eoone :Forks, 
township'No. 87, N. range No. 27 W., where it is said to be 
well timbered, and capable of sustaining a dense population.
Indeed the Boone Forks country is thought. by many to be supe
rior to that of the RacooD; although the river between these 
points does net contain as large a body of water as below, we· 
are aSliured that it is no less susceptible of improvement, as the 
banks are generally good, and the woter deeper, becausc confineci 
to narrower channels. Tr.e opportunities for hydraulic pewer 
are said to be equally good, and it will not be many yeurs be
fore that country will be inhabited by an enterprising pcopie 
who will demand that the imprOYOlnent sha~l be continued h!to 
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this region, which is situated due west of the city of Dnbuque. 
It may be proper here to allude to a projected work, which 

wght to connect with the Des Moines, and which involves not 
only the interest of our present work, but also that of the whole 
State. We allude to the proposed ",ail road to the Pacific. 

• As early as 1837, the people of Iowa, had the importance of 
this -matter brought to their consideration, by the exertions of 

• Jolm Plumbe, Esq., a citizen of this State, who ha. sinoe dis
tinguished himself in the discovery of important improvements 
in Daguerreotype. In 1838r the citizens of Dubuque, Iowat 

memorialized Congt;ss and with the aid of General George W. -
J ones, then delegate to Congress, an appropriation was obtained 
of ten thousand dollars, which was expended in a survey from 
Lak~ Michigan through Wisconsin. 

In 1839, a memorial from Ohio, drawn up and circulated by 
Col. S. R. Curtis, our Chief Engineer, was prellented by the 
Hon. John Quincy AdamlLl, urging Congress to aid the construc
tion of such a work by the appropriation of the alternate sections 
of land within ten miles of the route. 

Subsequently in ]843 or '44, this matter was presented to 
Congress by Asa Whitney, Esq~, an enterprising citizen of 
New York, who asked for the appropriation of the lands within 
thirty miles of the route for the purpose of its construotion. In 
1846, he examined in person the' route through the northern 
counties of this State to the Missouri river, crossing the Missis
sippi at Prairie du Chien. . He speaks in flattering terms of the 
country and of the facility with whioh' such a road can be con
structed j and such has been the untiring exertions of this gen
tleman, that the project has acquired the name of "Whitney's 
Railroad." . 

As this enterprise becomes every day more feasible, the sub
ject which W811 first advocated in lo,va, should not be forgotten 
in the first report of the Board of Public Works. If construc
ted its connection with the Des Moines would have an incident
al influence in the commprce of ou, improvement which would 
fully justify our timely notice end exertions. The people of 
Missouri are awaie to the importance of this railroad enter
prise, aDd are likely to influence its location by uniting the in-
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teresis of Cincinnati and St. Louis, by a tailaoad connection 
which they now have in progress of suney. Such a union of 
wealth and influence is a formidable array against the infant ex
ertions of Iowa; but' by uniting our energies with those States 
which are similarly interested we can' retain the advantages 
which our location and early efforts have given us a right to cx
pect and assu:ne. . 

The arrival of a United States Geologist at Keokuk, in June 
last, on a reconnoitering tour to the head waters of' the,Des 
Moines, afforded the Board an opportUJ'Iity of gratifying a desire 
which we had entertained for morc accurate information regard
ing that country. Indeed so great was our desire for this infor
mation, because of its important connection with the- improve~ 
ment under our care, that a majority of us were inclined to en
trust a partial exploration to some intelligent person, on whose 
observations we could implicitly rely, when A. RandaJl, Esq., 
was delegated by Dr. D. D. Owen for a purpose almost corres~ 
ponding with our view. We thought at first to find II compe~ 

tent person to accompany Mr. R. but subsequently addressed 
him a letter, respectfuJly requesting that he would direct·his at
tention to specific objects of interest t~ IlS. This he kindly con
sented to do, but as the information sought for has not yet come 
to hand its absence will be partiaJly supplied by the following 
interesting newspaper extract: 
I "Perilous Exp3dition in ..Minesota.-The'Prairie du Chien 
Patriot of'the 26th July furnishes the following aarrative : 

Mr. A. RandaJl, of' the U. S. Geological Corps1 accompanied 
by his assistant, Maj. M. Dagger, onowa, reached.this placeon 
Wednesday, July 19, from the sources of the Des Moines t:iver, 
which he has explored from its mouth. He has also made a crit
ical examination of the Coteau des Prairies, west of the river, 
&nd the western portion of the Undine Region of Nicollet, on the 
east. When near the Chanjushkah river, a tributary of the St. 
Peters and in the midst of a buffalo country he encountered a 
large party of thc Sissiton Sioux Indians, who robbed him of hi$ 
horses, clothing, provisions, and every thing except his papers 
and collections-breaking his instruments, &c. He was theu 
permitted to (lopart. His sufferings would haye l)een insup-
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portable had he not met on the evening ofthe second day r \'Vitti 
a camp of Fox Iudians, which belong to the Osage, river, west 
of Missoui, from whom he obtained a miserable pony, capable 
of.packing the little left by the Indians. Mr. R., after being 
robbed, changed his courlle to nearly sooth, abandoning his zoo
logical and bdtanical, but continuing his geological and topo
graphical collections and observations, and arrived at this village 
after nine day's march, much crippled, and nearly exhausted 
from the hardships he had undergone. Ailer reaching the head 
wat~rs oflowa river, he shaped his course directly for this pillee, 
passing over the beautiful tract of country denominated on Nic
ollet's map as the Mini Aki:pan Kaduza. Although he was 

• ·much neal'er Fort ~nelling than Fort Crawford, and within 40 or 
·50 miles of the St. Peters river, he considered it the saf~t route 
to turOn south, as he would be less aPt to meet with hostile Indi
ans, and,.in case of attack ,'he had no weapons of defence. The 
Indians had ordered him to go south, and signiEed, by springing-
1.heir bo}Vs and drawing their knives across their throats, what 
would be the result of disobedien~e. 

Mr. Randall speaks in the highest terms of the country which 
be traversed, for beauty, agricl.\ltural capacity, and mineral re
.oarees. Ceal was found for 200 miles on the Des l'{.loipes, and 
from .indications, heavy deposits of iron ere are believed to exist. 

, Gyplmm, in abun~ance, .forming cliffs for miles, was encounter
ed; un article that is very importa. in the arts, aDd is extensive
ly used in th~.East for agricultural purpolles. This must prove 
of immeilce value to the West, as this is the great valley of tlle 
M.ississippi. Limestone-that makes a superior hyd~alillic lime 
--e~ists .in ~bundance. Limestone, suitable for lillie, clay suit
able for bricks, rocks suitable for polishing, for grlmdstonCII, 
whetstones, and for building purposes, some of superior quality 
-are foand in abundance along the Des .Moines river. There 
is a great abundance of water power in the whole region oller 
which he passed, and timber plenty throughout most of the coun-
try." . 

From ail these sources of speculation, which in due time will 
be substituted with accurate information, and from the lengHl of' 
the river, as projected oa all the maps of the clilUntry, we are 
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jllstified in tlle belief that the grant will fall v-ery littl'e} if any, 
short of a miilion, of acres: and when we bear in mind that this 
land borders on the stream, where timber is invariably found in 
sufficient quantities for agricultural purposes, we do not feel at 
liberty to make an allowance for. any which is net susceptible of 
cultivatio14 Suppose howe.ver, we gille credit to a vaglle opin
ion that timber is, scarce, and the land unsaleable, in the Terri
tory of Minesota, on, the extreme head waters of the Des Moines 
and that we confine ourselves within the boundary of the State; 
we cannot} even then, fall short of eight hu.dred thousand acres, 
and we take it to be the part of wisdom to'make the most-of this, 
ift anticipation of contingencies which may, and will arise. Our 
legislature has generously recognized the ri~t of all persons 
who were settled on these lands, when they wert~ accepted by. 
the State, and has granted a pre-emption, or preference of pur
chase, not to the usual quantity of one hundred and sixty acres, 
but to three hundred and twenty. acres, at the Government min
imum of one dollar and'twenty-five cents per acre; aRd we., the 
Board, cQllstruing most favorably the intentions of the legisla
mre, to the cireumstariees of the case, rather thall, to the wards 
of the law.., apply that pre-emption to a JJlere "claim," without 
I18siflence or cultivation. No pre-emption act ever passed by 

. Congress was half as liberal, for a man may acquire 11 right 
of pre-emption under our rales' by the mere fact of having 
saW, on or about the lst of January, 1847, to a third person who 
he- now brings. fOl'ward.as a witness, '~this is my claim." His 
c1&im may actually have been but a .hadow, and may exist only 
in his own imagination, and that of l{brother or friend, and yet, 
if it is recognized as his, and so, proven by that brother or friend, 
he can acquire-a, fee simple to three hundred.and twenty acres, 
at the lowest rate known to the law. The Board have therefore 
afforded to settlers the full benefit of existing laws enacted for 
the atlcommodation of pre-emptors, bllt as many persons settled 
on these lands after the lst af January, 1847, and before the 
publieation ot the act approved January 24th, 1848, raising the 
price of these lands, many who expected to pay the same prices 
pald by those who had previously settled, regard the change as 
bUrthensome and oppressive on them. Any expectation found-
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ed on a presumption so natural, should, in the opinion of the 
Uoanl;be respccted, and, it possible, sustain cd. To satisfy ev
ery just claim topre~empt the lands included in this appropria
tion, th~ Board would respectfully suggest the passage of a law 
extending the right of pre-emption to all persons residing on the 
lands on the 1 st of January, 1848. It may also be proper to give 
those who have made small entries by pre-emption, the right to 
increase their entry to a certain limit where they desire the in
cl,"case for thcir own use. These modifications would extend to 
poor and worthy claimants who most deserve the pre-emption 
right, the same number of acres acquired by more opulent neigh
bors, who had the means to avail themselves of' our first notice. 
After doing strii and liberal justice to all who have honestly 
ent.ered on the State lands for the purpose of making themselves 
comfortable homes, the interest of the settlers, and of the State, 
require that these lands should be guarded against the grasp of 
speculators, and the wanton waste of the heedless and vicious! 

, Next to acquiring a homestead, is the importance to the settler of 
a market for his produce, and he will be more profitably employ
ed on forty acres, with the improvement, than on eighty acres 
without it. Every man in the Valley ihould, thereforc, protect 
the odd sections as he regards his prospects of a home market. 
Every dQllar that is raised from the add sections, goes to enhance· 
the value of his farm, by bringing a market so muoh nearer to 
his door. This applies not only to those on the main trunk of the 
Des Moines, but to those also who may s.ettle far up its branches. 
for though the avails of the sale of lands may be hardly sufi
cient to carry the improvement to the Forks, yet, the avails of 

, the improv8m~nt itself will certainly and speedily carry it be
yond. Judging of the tolls and water-rents whith may be rais
ed from this improvement by the tolls and rents derived from 
similar works in less productive countries, we consider it a low 
estimate to calculate on the receipt of fifty thousand dollars the 
first year, on that part of the Y'ork which will be completed from 
the proceed~ of the sale of all the lands. The second year the 
receipt would be sixty thousand, and so they will go on increas
ing till rival works cause their reduction. Apply thirty theu
sand dollars fot superintendence, and repairs, the remainder-
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twenty thousand the first year, thirty thousand the seco.nd year, 
forty thollsand the third year, and so on inereal1ing, will he ap
plicable to the further extension of the work. Hence we ex
press fi.J1l confidenco that with a prudent management of the ap
propriation the improvement can be carried wilhin a reasonable 
time, beyond the Forks. But all this success depends on the 
amount to be raised from the lands. In order to· establish thig 
progressive system we must have a sufficient base to acquire a 
surplus of roceipts upon. A short improvement would bring 
only nominal tolls, because it would not draw in the trade of the 
country: but a base of one hundred and fifty, or two hundred 

. miles, will command the entire commerce of the region, create a 
large annual income, and secure the success Qf our calculations. 
'Ve kn~l\'V with sufficit,nt certainty, from the contracts themselves 
that the work can be made to Ottumwa for a little more than half 
the value of the lands appropriated; but we have no knowledge 
of the cost of the work above that t<>wn, as the surveys have not 
beem completed. Enough is known however, to forewarn us 
that we have every reason to husband our means, while we are 
confident at the same time that we should do all in our power to 
ha~ten forward the progress of the work. 

Lands appropriated to other States for similar purposes, have, 
in all inlltances, been regarded as property which should have 
the benefit of a rise of market prices. With this view they 
have been reserved from the g-rasp of speculators who under
stand the important change which must grow out of' the con
templated work, and who have the means to secure to them
selves profits which should be applie<l to the work itself. An
ticipating the great disadvantage whieh arises from pressing 
sales before the work is laid out and cOlistructed, other States 
have uSllblly found means to bring these lands into market"to the 
best advantage, without any delay in the progress of the im
provement. We believe that Iowa affords the first instance of 
a State recognizing prior right of any kind to settlements 011 

lands of this character at $1 25 per acre. We have taken 
some pain~ to inform ourselves with regard to the practice of 
other States, and we invariably find them vieing with each oth
er in trying to make the largest possible amount of money out 
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of such grants, without regard to settlements preyiously made; 
as if conscious that they were merely guatdians of a donation 
made for a specific object, alld that the settlers would derive an 
equivalent from the enhaneed value of dleir lands. By making 
the best possible disposition of these lands, a prgtection is affor
ded to districts and counties remote from the grant, as they must 
bear their proportion of any tax which may be imposed by the 
State to supply a deficit in the appropriation, and an influence 
. is thereby cr.ated which generally preserves the trust from im
provident abuse. Sueh lands, in other States, have been ap
praised at graded rates, some as high as ten dollan per acre, bu.t 
in no instance that we have heard of lower than t.wo dollars ad 
fifty cents. Weare' informed that the Ohio canal lands were 
first appraised atfr(mtwo allda ha}fto, five dollars peracre,.8Dd 
subsequently from five to ten, and most of these lands are now 
disposed· of. The lowest grade of the Wabash and Erie canal 
lands in Indiana, and of the Illinois canal lands, was t.hree and 
a hnlf dollars per acre, and those of the latter itate were sold 
at auction in August last at prices ranging frOID 7 to 20 dollars 
per acre, which was considered a very low rate. All these 
States, as also Michigan, have borrowed money for the prose
cution of their works, and have hypothecated their lands with 
a view to their enhanced value after the completion of their re
spectiye improvements. The State of Iowa hal prevented, by 
ber organic law, the creation of p. State debt, and has thus wise~ 
Iy guarded her· citizens against the burthen of taxation so op
pressive in some of our sister States. By this restriction in 
our constitution the legislature is prohibited from appropriatiD~ 
State funds to internal improvements, and yet no State is more 
sensible·of tho importance of public works. The only way of 
promoting an object so desirable to Iowa, is by securing, anel 
prudently applying appropriations of lands from the GeDeral 
Government, and by affording liberal advantages to capitalists 
who may desire to apply their means in objects of this chrrac-. 
ter. A wise application of the Des Moines appropriation will 
prove to Congress the advantage of further liberality, while a 
different disposition may induce the general government ~ re
~rve to herself the management of the proceeds of our domain 
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in ftlture. l,s this then a proper time to press the sale of these 
lands with a view to producing the greatest good to the greatest , 
number? The General Government is now issuillg a large 
number of military warrants which are depreciated in conse
quence of their abundance, so as to enable purehasera to obWn 
Congress lands at very low rates. At the salDe time an unusu-
al quantity of lands have recently been offered for sale by the 
United t;tates, in the immediate vicimty of' our improvement, 
and an additional quantity is now in progress of survey, to be 
offered next spring. While these acts of the General Govern
ment really.enha~ce the pecuniary value of the State lands, by 
bringing the even sections into early settlement and improve
ment, they have a direct tendency to reduce the present market 
price of lands, and thus require !he State lands to be sold at a 
like depreciation. The question'then arises whet~er we bad 
better enter this depreciated market, and sacrifice our lands tet 
raise means to,!>rogress 'with the work, or had we better leek 
means as, other states have done, and derive the advantage which 
will arise from the settlement of Congress land and the erection 
of the improvement. The desire of the community for the 
early completion of the work is fouaded on an increasing de
mand for a meana of disposing' of their agricultural products.-
A country so easily brought into cultivation soon furnishelS a 
large surplus. Already the neighborhood of -the Forks alld aD 
the country east of it, is anxiously desiring the completion of' 
the improvement in order to send off accumulating stores of corn, 
wheat, pork and other' commodities. These demands have in- • 
duced the board to anticipate the proceeds of sales, and the con
tracts alJleady let are so constituted as to progress, though the 
payments must await the sale of the lands, but with abundant 
means which, with the aid of the State, can be obtained in ad
vance of' a sale of lands, these contracts can be sooner accom
plished, and others put in progress, 

Weare committed to 85 per cent., cash payments, 00 con
tracts embraced in the first letting, conditioned, however, on the 
unimpeded progress of land sales, so that the first letting requires 
all the avails until that part of the work i3 completed and paid for. 
1'he secORd letting is cntirely on a credit, based on the appro-
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priation. No money is to be paid out on this second letting be-~ 
yond the actual cost of work or materials assumed by the State, 
until all the work embraced in, and incidental to, the first letting, 
is fully paid for; but payments on monthly estimates are to be 
made in bonds, or certificates of indebtedness, bearing an inter
est of six per cent per annum, until redeemed in payments for 
lands, or from the proceeds of sales of lands specifically donated 
for the improvement. 'As the interest to be paia on the"te bonds 
is small, compared with the immense advantages which the peo
ple and the State will derh'e from an early completion of the 
work, the greatest, if not the only objection which will present 
itself to the minds of many, at first sight, is the danger of a de
preciation in the ,'alue of'these bonds, as in other States, by l1Iak
ing them a circulating mcdiu!D in the community. We confess 
that the expedient afforded a subject of serious thought to our
lIelves for some time; but to guard against a result so much to be 
deplored by everyone having the interests of tIft! State at heart 
(as a distinction is, too. frequently, not drawn abroad between 
bonds of this description and those of the State proper) no bond 
is to be issued of a le~1l denomination than five hundred dollars, 
and as they will not be redeemable at the Treasury for any other 
purpose whatever until after the first series of contracts are com
pleted, there remains little doubt but their circulation will be 
limited to the hands of capitalists. 

It will be seen therefore, that a species of certificates, or 
bonds, are contemplated as the means Elf paying the sccond sc-

I ries of contracts. Certificates of this cl1aracter are often re
sorted to, as we arc informed, by Boards of other States, when 
means of immediate payment is not cOllvenient. Such certifi
cates can only have a local credit, as the acts of the Board are 
not published, and do not carry with them the same guarantee 
of fidelity as thosc of the Legislature of the State. However 
good andsccure our ccrtificates may be, they are more likely to 
become depreciated than bonds on the same security authorizcd 
by legislative enactment. No certificates have as yet been is
sued under the arrangements with the last contractors, as no es
timate ha!l yet been called for. In the mean time it has occur
red to the Board that bonds benring' the sanction. of the Supreme 
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}lower ~f tIre State, issued by the Board, and pledging the pro
ceeds of the sale of land a~ well as the tolls of the improve~ 
ment for their redemption, would be less likely to depreciate, 
and would secure means in advance 'of land sales, to prosecute 
the work 'with greater speed and economy. 

We suhmit therefore, to the wisdom of the General Assem .. 
Lly whether the active pr0tiress and ultimate interest of the Dcs 
Moines river improvement would not be promoted by a direct 
resort to this expedient. The lands appropriated will becomc 
very valuable as the improvement progresses, and the alternate 
sections of government land become settled upon and improved. 
It is believed that a loan of this character could be negotiated 
without much difficulty, as the security would be ample, and the 
money would only be required by instalments at stated periods. 
The necessity of issuing certificates on the contracts of August 
'will be obviated. Confidenee will be secured to our own citi .. 
zens, with regard to the completion of the work, and an impetus' 
will be given to emigration into the interior of the State. Whether 
our :-suggestion shall meet with the approbation of wiser counsel 
or notj we take it to be the part of wisdom to super~htend the 
management and care of these lands with fidelity, so that ~hey 
may yield the largest possible amount at the maturity of our ward. 
We present our views in no ambiguous language, but with due 
deference to the opinions of others with whom we are not fortun .. 
nate enough to agree. Weare awate that local interest, the 
most dangerous of all. passions, is strongly arrayed against any 
proposition which contemplates any benefit to the 'State frem an 
enhanced value of the lands; but vie would be unworthy of'the 
responsible trusts delegated to us, as agents of the whole Statej 

. did we suffer a local atmosphere to influence our unbiased sense 
of ~ight. Why, we ask j should the people of Iowa give these 
lands at a nominal 'value to pcrsons who\ perhaps, have not yet 
set foot on our soil. They are not ours by absolute, but by spe
cial alid conditional right,-a gift, the object of which is defined 
by the donor! under the imposition of a moral obligation faithfully 
to execute the i~ter(:st ofthe trust. In matters of our own' we may 
be generous, but in matters fiduciary we must be just. To press 
the untimely salc ofthcsc lands, orto offer them a sacrificc' to 10-
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cal and tc~orary cxcilement, is a breach'of confidence w hios; 'w., 
-e.lnnot approve, and are not prepared to recommend. 

Considering therefore, the fidelity due to the State and Gen
"eral Government, the importance of the economical and early 
"completion ot the work, the, interests and necessities of those 'set
'dements which have been formed, and thme which must})ere
'after cepend on the exten~ion of the Des Moines improvement, 
'we earnestly ;l.nd reIJpectfulIy urge your favorable consideration 
'of this subject. Our views should not be confined to the ope
'rations of a day cf a yellr, but we shculd calmly consider the 
'consequences of our conduct with reference to the future.
Though in works of this character we are pioneers on the west-

-·ern side of the Mississippi, we are so connected with the past 
and "he future, the east and the weat,that evez:y step we take 

'must.involve the affairs of thousands who at some future period 
'will be interested in the landmarks we are now electing. The 
county ( Wapello) fromw hich wellOw have the hOl'Klr to address 
you contain& .. population of nearly ten thousand ,aouls,-five 

-and a half yean ago it was a wilderness, in the Ulldisputed.pos
,session of the Sac and Fox Indians; and organized counties e~
,ist in full' pOllliession of municipal rights ov.er a h.undred miles 
-westward. The extraordinary disco~eries which, within a few 
"yean, have s.) much improved the facilities of int-ercouF~e be-
t Neen widely separated pottions of our country, have so enhanc

'ed the value and importance of the west as to attract ~he rich and 
'the poor, the old and the young, to the fertiJe region& of the Up:
pllr Mississippi. Our rivers will be improved-rail roa~s will 
be extended, and the telegraph w.1I give us hourly tidings from 
'nil part'S of the world. These ,influences, connected with the 
wonderful ease of preparing oUr soil for annual productions, 
·mullt increase the wave of emigration, and ill a few years it will 
'Over~ow all this county. Our humble labors'in connection with 
'the future destiny of the 'G pper Mississippi, like the motwB of 
a particle of Jnattef, invoh'es the i.nierel'ts of a great system, and 
we sincnely desire that every means tending to a; speedy and 
successful completion of our iirst tllterprise may be regarded by 
you, as it is by us, ail worthy of our unit~d and unwaHu:ing en
ergics. 
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We have alre:1.I1y said that it. was fOllllti necessary to locnte.a. 
side cut between th8 mouth of the river and St. Francisville, for 
the purpose of avoiding low banks and sandy foundations which 
recur in,that portion of the river. It is probable that similar 
mean!! may be needed in the progress of the work above Ottum
wa. The law creating a Boardof Public Works, approved,_ 
February 24th, 184.7, authorizes the board" to. make arrange
ments with proprietorll of the land adjaoent to the dnms" filrmilL 
purposes, and in ~ase of disagr.eement, a jury may be summoned 
to determine the amount of compensation. The law does not. 
elearly give the right to take lands for the public highway, cre
ated by raising pools and constructing side cuts.. When per${)lls 
reside on the premises,. and ,are competent to grant privilege.s._ 
no difficulty i~ to. be apprehended, but to satisfy doubts and pre-' 
vent-difficulties. The board would respectfnlly. suggest the en
actment of a law authorizing them to take property for public us
es, by compensating the owner, and when the owner cannot be 
found, of cannot convey, and when thedalllage cannot be 8JlDica
oly at;ijusted, a commission Gf more simple ~p1ication is needed to. 
determine the compensation._ 

The board, as at present organized, cannot watch the timbare 
or punish offenders who commit waste on the lands included in. 
the appropriation,. and tIle penalty of "double the value" of the 
trespass, affords little or no protection. A law bringing these 
lands under the care of the county commissioners, by cov.ering 
them with the same laws that now shield the school lands, 
would, in our opinion, prove an adeqllate security . 
. We also recommend the passage of a law to prevent trespass. 

on public works;. as a trifling act of trespass to a dam or em
bankment may tend to several thousand dollars expense, besides 

. a hazard' of life and delay C)f commerce. A public law of ihis 
description will impress the necessity of caution on the com
munity. 

As all the works of internal improvement in.· a State must 
have a connect.ion or influence on each other, and trusting that, 
with the aid of Congress, otber works may be projelted, having 
a more genei-a! and different locality, we submit the propriety 
of ~n enlargement of the. duties of this board so as to conned:., 
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them and their records with other alld future operations of this 
character. The duties of the board shouid not be local in char
acter, nor should each scheme of improvement have its separate 
board, but the whole State should be represented in one. It 
was also a great oversight to have the terms of office of all the 
~nemhers .expire at the same time, for, as it is impossible to 
llBve all the transactions minutely delailed on record, a board 
may, without design, conduct its business in such a manner as 
to leave complicated difficultieR or ambiguities in the way of its 
Iluccessors. An entire new board will have to learn all that 
their predecessors have done, before they can satisfy themselve~, 
or afford.full satisfaction to those who are connected with them; 
and when they have acquired a knowledge of their dnties, or it 

,may be, restored order out of chaos, and every thing is going on 
har~oniously ; they again give way to a new set of novices who 
stumble against the same impediment, and hal'e to school them
selves in the same routine. 

Experience ~s also taught us that the land office is a "cry 
cumbrous and inexpedient appendage to the Board of Public 
Works. The act approved 24th February, 1847, provide~ that 
"the Treasurer (of thtl Board) shall be Receivcr, and the Sec
retary shall be Register, and the Treasurer and Secretary in 
the discharge of their duties as Receiver and Register, shall be 
governcd by the laws and rules prescribed by Congress for the 
sale of lands in this State." These laws and rules of Congresss 
are obsolete, and not at all adapted to our circum~tances. They 
confine two members of the board ,yithin door~, where they can 
have no personal knowledge of the progress of the improve
ment.. Other States-nave tried, and have discarded th,e system. 
under which we act, and we therefore suggest the propriety of 
making each department separate from, and independent of the 
othef, a. in Pennsylvania, Ohio, &c. The States feferred to 
have each a State land oftiee, and we ~ubmit to the wi!dom of 
the General Assembly whether it would not be expedientto es
t~blish a simill1r department for all lands which now are, or 
hereafter m.y be donated to the State of Iowa. A well regula
ted land office, organized with system and economy by compe-. 
tent officers, would be ono of the most intere$ting anrl useful de", 
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partmcnts of OUl· State government. 'With this land officc mny 
also be connected a burcau of statistics, and other' useful sour
ccs of information no\'II" much nceded aUhe capital. 

A condensed statement of receipts and disbursements is here
with submitted, showing the balance in the Treasury. 

The report of the chief engineer will also be found herewith, 
together with plans, estimates, spccilications, and form of bids 
lIscd at thc lcttings, to which wc refer for more particular detail. 

The survey of the work ahove Ottumwa, is now in progreslI" 
and will be reported' to us by the Chief Engineer at I!S early a 
period as practicable. If received in time it will be llubmi1ted 
to your Excellency during the present session of the General 
Assembly. 

In concluding our report we must express our regrct tllltt 
time and circumstances have not placed it within our power t'l} 
define ·more accurately the extent of the appropriation, or the 
entire magnitude of the proposed work. Though our duties 
have involved painful responsibilities, and diligent and arduous 
labors, we have been stimulated in our cxertions by the daily 
success of our energies, and the growing prosperity of thc 
State. Iowa cannot fail to become one of the richest Statcs of 
the confed~racy. With the Mississippi on the east, the Mis
sOlll·i on the west, an unimpeded steamboat navigation t.hrough 
her centre, extending from 110rth-west to south-east; with re
sources of lead, coal, iron, zinc, gypsum, and (Jther minerals to. 
an indcfinite extent; industry with prudencc, and wisdom with 
caution, will make her great and prosperous. 

Rcspectfully submitted, 
H{;GH W. SAMPLE, 
CHAS. CORKERY, 
PAUL BRATTAIN. 
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'ENGINEER'S REPORT, NO.1. 

E!iGINEER,S OFFICE, KEOKUK, IOWA) ~ 
March 20, 1848. S 

To ihe HOn'Orable the Board of Public Works: 

In compliance with your directions, I have surveyed the Des
moines rivel", with a,view to its improvement, from the mouth 
as far up as Ottumwa, a distance by measurement of ninety 
miles. 

Previous to making fillallocations, and minute estimates, it 
,becomes necessary for the Board to determine OD the plan of im
provement; and I therefore report the general result of my la
bors this far, with a view to elicit your views on this matter. 

The Des Moines river at high water, ha~ near its mouth, sev
eaal branches; all debouching into the Mississippi river, be- \ 
tween the city oi Keokuk, in Iowa, and the town of Alexan-
dria, in Missouri. • 

These various channels may ,be designated as the "Dead 
Slough," which empties into the Mississippi one and one half 
miles below Keokuk. The "Nassau Slough" which empti~. 
into the Mississippi about one mile below; the "middle chan

'nel ;" the "sp.cond .channel," and the "old channel," which -emp-
. ties in at Aleaandt'ia. 

Before proceeding up the main channel, i surveyed aH these 
branches by meandering, aJldtaking such points as enable me to 
plat tqe entire topogrhphy of t.he ground adjacent to the mouth ; 
so that by reference to drawings, the matter can be more fully 
understood by you. 

When I commenced the survey in December) 1847, the water 
was \"ery low in the Mississippi,.and Des Moines, and only two 
of the channels above mentioned, discharged water from the Des 
)<Ioines. These were the two called the" Nassau Slough" and 
"Middle channel." 

The" Nassau Slough)' WU6 frem three to fhe feet dee}), and 

Digitized by Google 



3G8 JOURNAL OF 

averaged about one hundred and sixty feet wide. It discharged 
a large portion, say three-fourths of the water of the Des Moines. 
This Slough is evidently a' new channel or "'cut off," and iii 
much narrower than the main channel, being indeed only about 
one fourth of tbe usual width of the river above. It is the 
~hortest water line to the Mississippi.; and at a low stuge, offers 
at present the best navigation. 

. I commenced, therefore, the measure of the ri~-er ~t the mouth 
of t~is Slough, and meandered, levelled and sketched .the topog-
10 aphy of the line from this point, upwards to Ottumwa, when I 
liuspended operations, f~r the purpose of reporting to .you and 
preparing a part of the work for contract. 
. At" Mott's Ferry," one mile and sixty-eight chains, from t.he 
Mississippi, we find ourselves above the div,iding point of all 
1>hese various branches of' the Des Moines. Below this point, 
Voia. the Nassau Slough, the water in the cha-nnel.is from ihrt~e 
to live ,feet deep, and would by a little clearing ,of drift, make 
navigation for -such boats as usually run at low water on the r p
I)er Mississippi. We also find rock in the bed-of' the ri'l'er at 
this point, (" Mott'sFerry.") It is inclined (rom the Iowa to
wards the "Missouri shore, being at the water's edge on the Iowa 
side, and sixtecn feet below the surface, two hundred feet fr<lm 
the shore. 

From" Mott's Ferry." 'up':t~ St. Francisville, the'chan'llel is 
. ' .. 

crooked, the bottom 15 sandy, and the banks low., 
At St. Francisville (14 1-2 .nliles froln the starting point) 

therc is rock in the bed of the rivcr, extending and inclinills from 
the Missouri side towards the Iowa side. By sounding we find 
it at the middle of the 'river, where it is·cov61'ed with ten feet uf 
sand, and on the Iowa 8ide we could not reach it with a twelve 
foot iron rod. Froll! its inclinatioa, however, I 'suppose it can 
be reached with piles from fifteen to twenty f-eet 100ig. 

Above 8t; Francisville, the river has generally a smooth ro('k 
bottom, with a straight clean cLaBnel of uniform width, and with' 
banks ranging from twenty to twenty-five feet high. 

Dividing the parts of the line into sections ,so as to show the 
['dl Let \\'CCll dil1crcllt points ill cOllncI.:1ioll 'with the I'dl of the 
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, whole line frqm Ottumwa to the mouth; it may be .tated as fol-
lows: 

Fall from Ottumwa to St. Francisville, 
., "St. Francisville to " Mott's Ferry," 
" "" Mott'a Ferry" to the Missinippi, 

133.46 feet 
19.81 " 
3.37 " 

Total fall f!"Om Ottumwa to the mouth, 156.64 " 
It will be seen by the Board, that the character of the river be

low St. Francisville, is very different from the section above.-
• The meandering stream, low banks, and sandy bottom of the low

er sections, contrast with the straight channel, high banks, and 
solid limestone bed of the Uppel" section. The lower section is 
shifting and full of drift, while the upper section is unchangea
ble and quite clear of deposite. 

Many expedients have been tried to secure in shallow rivers 
a suffieient depth of water for the transit of boats. Contracting 
and clearing a channel is one mode. Such a plan has been tried 
on the Ohio and Muskingum rivers, and sofar asl have observ
ed it has resulted in almost, if not quite a failure. 

As you narrow a stream you i~crease the velocity of the CUr
rent, and this increase of velocity will remove the earth in the 
banks, so as to assume its former width and depth •. 

A system of dams and locks, connecting pools in a river, first 
lead to the idea of a canal; but canals were preferred because of' 
the convenient application of horse power, to propel boats on 
their even and well constructed banks. Since the dis co. very of 
:>team power, and its application to boats, pools by dams have 
been revived for navigable uses, and in inany rivers this mode of 
improvement must be preferred. The only objection that has 
been raised to it is the difficulty of securing the work against 
the influence of floods. 

Experience has J>roved that dams on gravel foundations are, 
very expensive, and liable to breaches; while those erected on 
rock are generally safe. 

A system of dams nt~d locks, above St. Francisville, where the 
• banks are high and the bed of the river solid rock, is inmy opin

ion the most reasonable-and natural mode of securing a yaluable 
improvement of the Des Moines. 

47 
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At St. Francisville, twould reconnnendine erection ol'a'(lii~, 
and from the pool, I would carry; side cut on the north ttide of" 
the river, keeping near the bluff, and'cutting off the ~ends-of the 
river. 

At" Mott's Ferry" you have a rock i'6und~tlon to erect locb 
upon, so as to lock down into the river, where you can accom
date all the lower branches. This Idde cut will be abouthHl 
lniles long, which rsnearly three>miles shorter 'than the rher 
line between the same points, 

A temporary tetnlinus of the side cut ern be made at "·Mott's 
':Ferry," and the lower brancbesbeing deared of drift, ""ill give 
navigation to the Mississippi. 'Should the branches all become' 

'shallow, as 1 apprehend the Nassau slough will when it wa"ht'S 
:to its natural width, you can continue the side cut arotindthe 
-bluff, and terminate on roek in the Mi~silisippi, it-the ·beadof 
'the dead slough . 

. This plan of improvement can, in'm.y opinion, lre r~garded liS

. lIure and permanant. There may be some difficulty at St. 
Frane:isville in getting a good foundation for the 'north 'cnd of 

-the daln; but Inost of tbis dam can certainly be 'Ploced on rock. 
All the locks will be on-rock except orre about the middle 'of 

the side cut, where it will 'not bc exposed to the wash of the 
river,ulltrthereforb equa1l1 secure. Sugar crcek'y,,-ill have -to' 
be carried uved'he canal blillk on a weir. There'may be a ·wel.lk 
ptlint at Ihis weirl uut should this point give way, (which should 

-be guard cd wi~h all rcasoJutble precautions,) thcre will only be 
, a brench suflie~ent to pass- S~gar creek through the cantl!l bank, 
an' injury that can be soon repaired at a trifling ex pense, 

I \"ould recommend the Plorth, in preference t.o the south side 
of the'river fodocating :J:'side cut, becau~e rou ~an,-'I'i1ust of 
the way, run along t,he side of a blllff, where all embankment en 
one side is all that is needed to make 11 wide canal; and bp.cau~c 

,the Balnc bluff alfords abUl'Idallee of -stolle fOl··the construclion or 
lucks, 'weirs, und protcclion. Thc~e advantages are lJot obtain-· 
ed 011 the suulh side, where the bottom extcnds from eight to 
Icn 'miles, and stone could uIlly be obtained by transporting it 
from St. Fralleisville, or frcm thc Hufi"bHGH' Y!cl:ticl!ed, ell th~ 
north ~Kl!i of tit!.: 1'i\cr. 
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On·the·s.outh side our. terminus would be loose sand founda
tion, where exc.avatiolls for large pits woulU have to be made 
~everal feet below low water, in order to build a wooden foun
dation ~ while on the oorth side \ve can place locks,mills, and 
all our eonstruetions, ~n the most permanent foundation without 
-this expense and hazard. 

The u.~forlU width of the Des Moines. above St. Francisville. 
is about. B..even hundred feet. It is sufficiently wide to ace om
.mod~te. the steamboats. running on the upper M:ississippi. . 

The valley drained by the Des Moines river is exceedingly 
{ertile I\-1ld very exte.nsiive. Every acre seems capable of ~ul
,tivation. All.the surplus products of this vast country, ex
-tending from the mouth in the south -east to its source near the 
north-west Qf Iowa, 'will naturally follow the channel of this 

-river, to find· a lJIarket. Abundance of coal, and some indica
tions of other valuable minerals, are found in the cour3e of OUl' 

survey ~ It is hard to over estimate the future products 'of a 
~ountr~ so rich and so easily brough~ into a s,tate of cultivation. 

ThEl.improv.ement of the.·river should be oommence,d in view 
-Qf alBhese circUfJlstances. The work should have a..£apacity 
sufficient to satisfy future demands; it should be a trunk upon 
which .the' St.ate may hUjlafterellglaft many branches. Ca- , 
pacity ... durab,iIity, and economy, should characterize the plans 
which are adopted; so that whatever is done it may prove per
'm.aneDt~y usefu1. With this view of the matter, I :would. ro-. 
spc.<;:t.fully recolPmend locks with .chambers.44 feet wil,le. and., 
170, feetlong. 

As the stone on the river is ~ard and very expenSive to cut,· 
into ashlers, I recommend the use of strong ruble masonry, ren
dered tight by the use of hydraulic ·cement. Thi' entire cham
'ber should be" cQv,ered with three coats. Such locks will be 
much cheaper than stone locks, and I see no reason to doubt the~r 
.entire fitness. The use qf hydraulic cement has been tested is. 
.the con~truction of cisterns all oVllr the country, and it seems to 
.me therefore hardly necessary to doubt its adequacy. But for 
abundant caution, I recommend that iron bars be laid in the walls 
.50 that there may be a plank revetment on th e inside to serve as 
.a protection and prevent leakage.. If, theil, the cement fail, 
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the inside of the locks can be planked and thus rendered cer
tainly tight. Planking the inside of locks is no experiment; it 
has also been tested, and the- interest of the money required to 
cut the stone will renew the plank as often as required. The 
plan of a lock here submitted will show the size of walls and 
other particulars. Dams should be made of stone secured in 
cribs 'of timber. When the foundation is good, a base of three 
times the height is, in my opinion, sufficient. When the foun
dation is not good it must be made so by piling, and the plan 
will be otherwise modified. 

I submit a plan with these slopes and crib abutments. As 
gravel is very scarce in many places on the river, I have pro

jected plankipg on the centre row of stting pieces, which, be
ing carefully spiked aD, will render but little gravel necessary 
to make the dam tight. 

Drawings, specifications, and estimates, on these plans are 
herewith submitted to the Board and made part of this report. 
They will require changes after locations, but they furnish a 
general view of the character of the work. , 

~ cannot close this report to the Board without acknowledg
ing the efficient and diligent services of my assistants, Guy 

, Wells, Samuel Jacobs, and M. M. Hayden, who have faithful
ly shared with me the toil and exposure of the winter cam,. 
paignL 

Respectfully subrnitted~ 
SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Chief EDgineer. 
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SPECIFICATIONS 

373 

FOR COJ.~STRUCTING THE WORKS ON THE DES l\10lNES 
RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 

All excavation, piling and bailing, below low water,. required 
to secure a good foundation for locks, dams, and abutments, shall' 
be done by the contractor, at actual cost, which co~t shall be es
timated by the Principal Engineer; or this work may, at the dis
,cretion of the Board of Public Works, be executed by hands em
ployed and superintended by the agents of the State. 

The contractors will be expected to commence their work im~ 
. mediately after the letting, and progress with due dilligence, and 
. if the contractor fails or neglects to prosecute the work with 

due dilligencn, and according to the pians and directions of the 
Engineers, t.he matter shall be so reported to tlle Board of Pub
lic Works, who will, at their discretion, declare the contract for
feited, and the work will thereafter, be under the control of the 
Board. 

The gates for the locks, the iron, bolts, spikes, anchor bar!, 
the machinery for opening the gates: the steps for heel-posts, 
and 'the hydraulic lime, will be furnished by the Board of Pub
lic Works to the contractor, who will be Plade responsible for 
their eare and use according to direction. 

Changes of location will sometimes be made to lessen the ex
pense ofthe work; but increasing quantities of work of a partic
ular kind, or diminishing the quantities, will not change the rate 
of price paid the contractor, unless the matter be agreed upon 
before the change of location; but a change of location, requir
ing a different quality of work, shall require a change of price, 
either more or less, as the case may be. In !;uch cases the mat
ter shall be referred to the Principal Engineer, who shall decida 
~he question of change of price, and his'decision shall be final and, 
binding on the contractor and the State. 
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Changes,a(plans to .suit n~w dovelopemmts of localities, rna,.· 
bft made by, the Board of Public W orkN, at their dis~retion, and 
the chang~.of quantjty shall.not change the. rate of price; but lI.. 

change illv,olving a different kind of work. shall leave the assess
ment of adv.ant&gll or disadvantage to. the Principal Engineer, 
who shall: deduct from,.or. a.dd to the price. due the con,tractor, all 
he may deemjust and right, and his estimate duly made an.d re
forted to. the c.qntractor.. and to the President of the Board of Pub
lic Wor~s""llol.n conclude both, tlie c.OBU'actor and the State in 
relation to ·d1fl m.aUer. 

All the work must be made and stand at the risk of the con-. 
~actor, until the entire contract is completed to the satisfaction 
.Qf the Principal Engineer; and r.ll t.he locks and canals must be 
-eleaned Qut,. .and other work must be. in a complete state. of fin-
1.&h, before ~ retlponsibil.ity of the cQntr/lctor will expire. Due . 
.allowance must also be made for the settling of banks, when 
banks are finished and l:!.efore they are fully settled, and this al-. 
Iowance will be thrown. qut of the c.alculati9n of embankment i~ .. 
Faying the cwra.ctor. 

FOR MAKING CANA~ •. 

When tbeground in the eanal is below bottom, it will have to.. 
be cleared by cutting the trees dowol'l even with the earth, and 
removing all the logs and brush-

When thue is excavation which is al1l0 to be used as embank-. 
ment, it will not be paid for as embankment and excavation, but 
:shall be deDominated according to the name of. the greater quan
tity in the station. If, however, embankment. is conveyed ~ver 
200 feet beyond the end of excavation, measuring along the line. 
4lf the canal, then the contractor shan have pay for both exca,va-. 
tion and embankment. 

The ,ground where the inner slope 91 embankment and centre . 
Jen feet are to be laid, mllst be grubbed and cleared of all veg
oetable matter, and where the soil requires it, a puddle ditch shdl 
be exeavated, at the discredion of the Engineer, and estimated 
.as excavation. After the ground is sufficiently cleared for the 
(luter slope, by moving the logs and brush and removing such 
trees as lean towards th.e canal, the embankment must be raised. 
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~y silccessLve strata, which strata shall not 'exceed feiur feet m 
'1hi-ckr.ess, and no \'cgetahle matter must ~onsiitute a part of the 
·embankment. 

The banks andboUom 'of canal,:l\U~ '1111 thit 'Work conne~ecl 
with it must ~nform to the grade and lines of od1e Engi.lleer 7 and 
must do so to his satisfaction. 

Bids should·contain a price per section for grabbing and delr-
·iug. 

A price per 'yard for earth ex-cavation. 
A price per .yard for rock excavation. 
A price per yard for embankment, and 
A price per perch ( of 25 cubic feet) for protedtion stone. 

FOR CULVERT ON SECTION NO. III. 

"This culvert is to have a !f.Jmt'lof 12 f~t, and be about 14& 
feet long, with a semi-circular arch of two feet. It will have to 
=be inserted low in the ground, and hay-c a umber foundationy 

c!Wered with two :mch white or burr oak plaRk, well spiked 0111 

thei·mmbers, and secured at the upper one with sheet piling.
The timber is to be of the best white or burr oak, large enough 
to square one foot, 1lattened or hewed straight 011 t.he uPTJer and. 
lower Mrface, and laid one foot apart in the :clear, across the pit. 

The &tonr. are to be of the best quality,-1o have good flat beds~ 
and to be of such 'length as to reach through the waft, and at least , 
half as wide as 10f.lg-their thickness not to be less than four 
inches. Every stor.te, when lai~ is to point tOWlwds the centre 
of the arch. 

The wall is to be built in the most substantial manner, al)a 
whenever and as often as it is raised two fect, it is to be thor
oughly grouted with hydraulic ce:nent ; butthis is not to be done; 
without first having been examined by t~le EJlgineer, to see 
whether it is well laid. The ~all, while constmcting, is to be 
kcpt level, and of one uniform height, and great care is to be t~
ken to keep the stone clean, so that the grout may adhere firmly 
tei them. Before grouting, the wall is to be thoroughly wet.
The stone must be accurately scabbled or hammer dressed to suit 
<l pattern of the arch, such as the Engineer may approve; and 

. they must all be laid w ilh clo~e joints. 
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Bids must he made for masonry by the perch, ,,,hicA will in-
clude pit excavation, foundation and entire fmish.· I 

FOR LOCK AND FOUNDATION. 

The foundnti!.ln of locks on rock, will be prepared by clearillg 
off the earth and gravel, and should any part of the rock require 
e1cavating, it will be regarded as rock excavation, and paid for 
as such. 

All excavation below low water, will be done by the State as. 
before mentioned. And excavation will usually be made for the 
lower mitre sills and the swing of the lower gates. 

W.here there is earth foundation, the canal excavation will be 
estimated, and lock-pit excavation only estimated for that part of 
earth which raquires to be moved after the canal is excavated. 

I 

The pit must be excavated to suitable depth and width accord-
ing to the Engineer l'ls plans, and a timber foundation laid in the 
usual form of such works. The timber must be hewed on the 
upper and lower surface, and laid perfectly level. It will then . 
be cove~ed with good sound three inch white or burr oak plank, 
jointed and laid close, with bevel edge, according to tlle plan of 
the Engineer. These plank will be well spiked down, with at 
least five spikl's for eVEry ten superficial feet. 
T~e lock foundation having been prepared according to the 

·grade and plan of the Engineer the masonry for the wall~ shall 
be commenced and carried up in successive courses. The face 
alld exterior stone must contain not less than five eubic feet, and 
be at lcast four inchcs thick; none of thl'm must have less than 
eighteen inches bed, nor less bed than face. They must be 
scabbled or hammer dressed, S(l as to present a plain surface for 
a bed, joint and face, and must bind the wall with headers, at 
least one in every nine feet, and not less than five feet long, anll 
stretchers not less ilian three feet long. The interior stone must 
be carefully and skilfully leia, so as to bind and secure the CII

tire mass. The greatcst care Inust be taken to make the wall 
tight where it is exposed to the pressure of water. This will be 
the case on all the face stone in ,ilic chamber and the face stune 
above the upper gatcs. 

The exterior stOllC ,Ibove thc dam and adjacent to a \Vly for 
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Water, which in some instances, will be passed around the aliter. 
wall, for mill purposes, ",ill sustain a pressure of the head of wa" 
ter, 'and must also be tight. To secure tight work, the joints and 
beds of the exterior course must be pressed down, so thete shali 
be no crevice or joint ove~ one fourth of an inch wide. The 
entire wall is to be laid in good lime 1i10rtar. The exterior 
courses within two feet of the outside, all round tbe wall, must 
be laid in mortar made of hydraulic lime. Range work is not 
required, but a strong and superior quality of ru~le ma~onry is" 
designed, and will be insisted on. The hydraulic lime will be 
fU~Dished by the State, out the contractor must erect and keep !Pi 
suitable shelter for it, and preserve it from waste. It must be 
mixed with sand, and used by the contractor according to the 
directi;)ns of the Engineer. The coping of the walls w,m be cut 
stone, not less than ten inehes thick, and at least half of the width 
of the wall in length. 

, Iron bars, furnished by the St!ate,wiH be in~rporated in the' 
walls at such interval as the Engineer may direct, and according 

• to the plan of !he Engineer. Lime, sand and mortar will have 
to be of the best quality, and none but good masons should be' 
employed in laying the walls. The species of masonry here re
qUired, is difficult to define, but will be reoo\ly understood by 
good.workmen. The strength and tightness of the work will 
depend on the skill of workmen, and where a sufficient kl!lewl· 
edge of the art of masonry is not displayed by the workmell. en
gaged in selecting and laying material, the matter may be laid be

,fore the Principal Engineer as a IlUfficient cause to'remove the 
contractor; and should the Principal Engineer decide that the 
work is not carried on by workmen skilled in the trade, the con
tract may, at the discretion of' the: :Roard be d~elared forfeited, 
and taken out ef the hands of the contractor. 

In bids for a Lock, there should be proposed as follows: 
A price per yard for pit excavation in earth. 
A price per yard for rock excavation. 
A price per yard for embankment. 
A price per square foot for foundation timber. 
A price per hundred feet board mealure for three inch plank 

in foundation. ' 
48 
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A price per hundrcd feet board measure for two i1teh plank 
laid as floor in chambcr of lock. .• 

A price per perch (of 25 'cubic feet) for masonry in lock 
walls. 

A price.. per yard for protecting stone, and 
A price per (:ubic foot for mitre sills. 

FOR A. DAM AND ABUTMENT. 

Where -it is possible the dams will be placed on rock founda
tion. In such locations but little work is needed before com
mencing the dam. There must be a surf&ce prepared'across the 
river, upon which the lower sills must bc bolted with iron bolts. 
The ties will be carefully framed across tllese sills, and pinned 
to them with'seasoned white~ak pins, two inches in diameter.
Upon these t1e$a second cOl!lrse of string pieces will be framed 
and pinned, and so the work will' progres.. A course of string 
pieces must be carried lip in the centre, and two inch plank care
fully fitted to the ~Ipperside and' spiked on, coycringthe face and 
making the dam water tight frol1ll the bottom to \he top. 

The cribs are to be filled with stO'JlC as the w~rk progrcssc,,; 
The dam is to be drawn iJ;l. as it rises in tlle style of a pent-roof, 
and when crected ·to itll proper height, it ill to be covered with 
three inch white or burr-oak plank 011 the lower. and two inch 
white or burr-oak plank on the upper slop~~ These plank are 
to be pinned aD. with seasoned white-oak pins in the most care
ful and shbstrultial manner. 

The outer and centre string piece II (thosctimbers which cross 
the river) mQst be one foot squale~ hewed square and straight. 
The remainder of the string piCCOli and ties may be made of 
round, straight timber, not less than ten inches in diamcter at the 
small end. The splices, notches and connectumll of timber, e~r
erywhere, must be carefully made in the best style of carpentry. 
For this purpose, all the strings and ties must be bewed square . 
at the points of connectio.n, and notches must be laid oft' and cut 
with a saw 110 as to secure a complete joint. 

Wooden pins, which are tu be used in the work, must be made 
of even size and round, so as to fit the two inch augur boles • ..
They must be JJl.'I.de before the timber is laid, and .. ubjected t<lthe. 
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.inspectian of the Engineer. The abutments will, allo, be crib 
"f wor.k. The ·timber to be white or burr-oak, hewed one foot 
.quare, and straight: The upper end of the abutments will be 
covered, (as showli by the plan,) with two inch white or burr
oak plank, jointed and ipiked on to the abutment. timbers.
Where a crib is required to.conduct water around the abutment 
it will be made similllr to the abutment, and constitute '8 part of 
it. The dam, abutments, and cribs for conducting water around 
the abutments will be, understood as part of the damy and inclu
ded in the same oontract. 

Bids for building a dam must contain proposals as follows: 
A price for round timber for. tics and string pieces, per lin

eal foot. 
A: price for square timber used in dam and abutment, per lin

eal foot. . ' 

A price per hundred feet, board measJ.\re4 Jor three inch pJank. 
A price per hundred feet, board measure, for two inch plank. 
A price per perch ( of 25 cubic feet)" fer stone in cribs. 
A price per cubic yard for excavation of earth in abutment 

pits. 
A price per cubic yard for excavation of rock in abutment 

pits. 
A price per cubic yard'for embankment, and' 
A price per cubic yard, for gravetabove dam .. 
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Form pf PropDBal. p.rescrib64f~~' at thefirst letting of the 
_ Des Moines r!ver i~p"'ovement. 

To THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS OF THE ST=A=T=E:::O=I=·::;t;::O=W=A=:=== 
GENTLEMEIf: ) propose to construct the following work 

lin the Des Moi.m!1 River Improve~ent, on the following terms: 
FOR LOCI{ No.-.- /DOLLS.ICTS. 

~xcavation of earth for LOCk-Pit,. per cubic yard, . I 
Excavation ofrock for Lock-pit, per cubic yard, 
Puddling in lock foundation} per Clllbic yard, I 
Embankment per cubic yard, I 
Foundation timber, laid in work, per square foot, . I 
;J inch white or burr oak plank, laid in foundation per hun-

dred feet, board measure 
2 inch white or burr oak plank, laid as Buor in chamber 01 

lock, per 100 feet, board measure, 
Masonry laid in Lock walls, per perch of25 cubic feet, 
Stone protection for embankml'nt, per perch of25 cubic feet, 
Mitre sills, per cubic foot, laid in work, 

FOR DAM No.-- J\ND ABUTMENT. IDoLLS. CTS: 
Round timber, used as ties and string pieces, laid in work,/ 

per lineal foot, 
&iuare timb~r used in dam and abutment, laid in work, per 

lineal foot, 
3 inch white or burr oak plank, laid in work, per hundred 

feet board measure, . 
2 inch white or burr oak plank, laid in work, per hundreq 

feet, board measure, 
Stobe, in cribs of dam and abutments, per perch of25 cubic 

feet, . 
Excavation of earth, for abutment pits, per cubic yard, 
Excavation of rock, for abutment pits, per cubic yard, 
Embankment of earth, per cubic yard, 
Stone protection of bank above and below a.butment, where 

it is required, per perch, 
Gravel aliove dam, laid as directed by the engineer, per cu-1 

bic yard, I 

All the above work to be done accordillg' to the plans and sp-e-c""ifi'-c-a-:-ti"-,,-ns, 
unless otherwise directed by the Engineer. 

(C) 
Form of proposah for Canal work pt'UC1'wed at the first letting of 

the De. Moines river -improvement. 
;:::======;:===~I :===-= - - ----------
To THE .HOARD 0)' PUBLIC WORKS OF THE STATE OF iOWA: 

GENTLEMEN: . propose to construct the following work 
on the Des Moines River Improvement, on the following terms: 

FOR CANAL, SECTION No,-- IDoLLs'ICTS. 
Grubbing and clearing, per section, I I 
Excavation of earth per cubic yard, 
Excavation ofrock, per cubic yard,' ',I 
Bmbankment/ per cubic yard, 
Stone protectiOn of embankment, Fer perch of25 cubic feetl I 
Masonry of Culvert, per perch 0 25 cubic feet which willi I 

include pit, e~cavation, foundation, and entire finish, _. __ _ 
All the above work to be done according t(l the plans and specifications, 

'~nless otherwise 4irected by the Engineer, 
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Estimated cost of the dam .t St. Franeinille, with par' gravel 
boltom. 

126 cross-ties 45 feet, round, 5,670, 
63 ~, 38" "2,39il, 
63 " 32" " 2,016, 
63 " 26" " 1,638, 
63 " 20" " 1 ,260, 
63 " 15" " 945, 
63 " 8.5" ". 535,-14,458, at 4 eta. $578 32 

2,700 piles, various lengths, at $2 each, 5,400 00 
32 string pieces 750 feet each, 24,000, at g cents, 1,920 00 
90 M feet, b. meas., 3 inch plank on lower slope, 

and apron, at $15, 
28,500 feet, b. measure, 2 inch plank on uppcr slope 

at $14, 
20,000 feet, b. measure, sheet piling, at $15, 
12,000 feet, b. measure, vertical plank to tighten 

dam, at $15, 
11,460 perch of stone, 1,538 perch of timber, 
9,922 perch stone, at $1, 
Two abutments, as per estimates, at $437 84 each, 
Excavation of 2 abutment pits, 1,000 yds, at 15 c., 

1,350 00 

399 00 
30000 

180 00 

9,922 00 
875 68 
150 00 

$21,075.00 

SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer, 
Engineer's office, March 15, 1848. 

Estimated cost of G'Ullrd Lock at head of canal at St Francisville. 
244 perch of masonry in wall, at $3, $732 00 

I 10 barrels hydraulic cement, at $3 50, 35 00 
21,000 ft foundation timbers 2 sides hewn 

$6, 126 00 
6,300 "b measure, 3 inch plank, at $15, 94 50 

1,400 " "( two rows) sheet pi-
• ling, at 15, 21 00 
880 ft. b. m. flooring planks, 2 inch at 14 12 32 
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16 iroft rod's laid in wall, at $1 each, 16 00 
400 yards excavation after canal is ex-

cavated, at 12 cents, 48 00 
500 'yards embankment, after walls arc 

erected, at 15 cents, 75. 00 
Gates, as per estimate, lock gates, 426 75 

--- $1,586 507 
SAMUEL R. CURTIS, Principal Engineer. 

Ellgineer's department., March .20, 1848'. 

Estimate of lock on side cutnear Little Yellow Hank,. Des .Moinu 
river. 

2)000 cubic yards excavation of lock pit,. after canal 
is excavated, the banks beiJlg left 1-2 to 1-6 feet 
cutting, 8 feet to lock bottom, to repeat; 2,000 
yards, at 12 cents, 

1,134 'yards lock embankment to be put in at lower 
end of lock after walls are erected, at 15 cents! 

15,000 feet foundation til)lber, 2 sides hewn, at 6 c. 
47,000 " board measure, 3 inch plank cov.ering 

foundation timber, at 2 1-2 cts., 
15,200 feet board measure, 2 inc~ plank, floor of 

lock pit, at 1 1-2 cents, 
, 3,920 feet board meatlure. sheet piling, five cour

ses four feet deep, at 1 1-2ct8., 
, 1,900 perches masonry in lock walls, at $3;, 

50 bbls. hydraulic cement, at $3 50, 
160 iron bars with links at the end, laid in the 

wall, at $1 each, I 

11 ,430 8 pikes for fiooring, at 6 cents, 
Gates, as per es~imate, 

. 
$240 00 

170 10 
900 00. 

705 00 

228 00 

58 80 
5,700 00 

175 00 

160 00 
68580 . 
853 50 

$9,87620' 

SAM'L R:. CURTIS, Principal Engineer. 
Engineer's Office, Fairfield, March 20, 1848. 
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Estimate of the cost ofa Lock at .Matt's F't:rry.' 
Estimated lift twenty-two feet. Lower mitre sill to 

be placed three feet below low water. Walls 
estimated at 30 feet high. The whoie on rock 
bottom. 

1,000 yards pit exoavation, after canal is excavated, 
at ten cents, 

5,400 perchesofmasonryinwaU(30'~ 10 X 225), 
at $3, 

100 barrels hydraulic eement, at $3 50, 
200 iron bars laid in lock, at $1, 

Gates, 

$100 00 

16,200 00 
350 00 
'200 00 

1,200 00 

$18,050 00 

Estim.ated cost of Lock at" CO'wpen's Did Mill," rock fOundo.ti(1),. 
Excavation of loek pits, clearing off rock, &.c.,. $100 00 
2,000 perch masonry, at $3, 6,000 ,00 

75 barrela hydraulic cement, at $3 50, 362 50 
160 iron bars with links, at $1, 160 00 

Gates, ns per estimate, 853 00 

E~-timaled c08t of a Dam at same place. 

14,458 feet round timber for ties, at 4 cents, 
24,000 " string pieces, (750 each,) at 8 cents, 
90,000 " board measure, 3 inch plank ·on lower 

slope, at $15, 
28,500 feet board measure, 2 inch plank on upper 

slope, at $14, 
12,000 feet board measure, vertical plank in centre 

of dam, at $15, 
·9,922 feet perch stone crib filling, at $1 

$7,376 00 

$578 :a2 
1,920 00 

1,350 00 

399 00 

180 00 
9,922 00 
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One ablitltlent, 
Excavation of abutment pit, 

437 84 
7500 

Cost of lock, brought down 
11;14,862 16 

7,376 00 

Total co.st of Dam aM Lock, $22,238 16 ----
SAMUEL R. Cl.1n.TIS, Principal Engineer. 

Engineer'aOffice, Fairfield, March 20th, 1848. 

Estimates for aU the lock gates of a lock with walls 18 i,,~!t. high. 
TIMBER. 

Mitre sill 214 feet, 12 square timber, oak, at 6 cts. 
Quoi'n post, 76 " oak, at 10 cts. 
Arms, pine timber, 4 sticks, 23.79 I< 16 M 14 at 

the ends, and 16 M 20 in the middle; 8 sticks 
22;62 ~ 12 M 14 at the mis, and 12 I< 20 in the 
middle; 16 sticks 22.62 M 8 M 14 at the ends, 
and 8 ~ 20 in the middle, . 

Amounting in the order in which they stand to 
95.16 feet: at 10 cents, 

180.96" " " 
361.92 " " " 

Heel posts, oak, 20.2 M 17 H 16 M 4 sticks=80.8 ft. 
at 10 cents, 

'Toe posts, oak, 19 M 14 M 16H 4 stick6=76.0 feet, 
at 10 cents, 

'Timber between the paddle gates, pine, 12 sticks, 
2.6 ~ 12'1< 16=30., at 10 cent~, 

Plank f~r gates, pine, 2}758 f-eet board measure, at 
$15 per M, 

lRoN-689 wrought s}>ikes; 5 inches long. at 6 ct •• 
each, 

2 M 15 bolt. for mitre sills, 18 M 1 1-2 square, 
222 Ibs., at 5 cents, 

4 capstans and chains, 

$12 84 
760 

900 
1809 
36 19 

806 

760 

3 CO 

41 37 

41 34 

11 10 
100 00 
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56 heel and toe straps 
6 M 2 1-2 ~ 1-2, 1,4161bs. 

232 feet lineal, iron }:>races ' 
3 M 1-2 1,160 II 

", 12 ,valve rods 20 M 1 1-2 
squar~, 1,200 II 

96 feet lrog braces, 1 1-2 
square, 480 " 

-4,256Ibs. ala eta., 
4 steps for' heel posts, at $3, 

212 80 
12 00 
12 00 

120 60 
100'00 

,100 00 

4 steps for hog braces, at $3, 
12 paddle gates, at $10, 

Carpenter work on four gates, 
Blacksmith work on gates, --$853 50 

SAMUEL It. CUlttts, Principal Engineer.
Engineer's Office, Fairfield, March 20, 1848, 

,"- t· .;. - ... -

49 i 
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l>ESCR1PTION 'AND ESTIMAT£ 
OF WORK 'ON THE DES MOINES RIVER IMPROVEMEJ;T ... 

SECTION No. I.-LocK No.1. 
.I1t .llfo/t's Ferry on ihe Des Jl,Joines River. 

Amount. Telal Am)t. 
J ,000 Cubic yards pit excavation after cantil is 

excavated, 10 cents, ~ 100 00 
'b,400 Perches masonry in wall, $3 00, 16,200'00 

100 Barrels hydraulic cement, $g 50. 350 00 
. 200· Iron bars laid in wall, Sl, 20000 

Lock gates, 1,200 00 $18,059 00 

SECTION No.2. 
From. Botiimam.'~ ..JVIm to three mile free. 

"3,:'00 Feet grubbing ami crearing, 400 00 
400- Perch protection stone 011 400 feet of em-

bankment adjoining lock 12 ~ 2 ~ 400 
:feet, at 1io cts., 

'Q'9,88S Cubic yards of embankment, at 8 cts., 
On this section the central part of cn

nal is entirely below bottom. It will be 
ilecessary to cut the timber in canal down 
even with the ground and remove all rub'-
bish, such as brush, logs, &c. The en-
nal is laid off at various widths where 
there is embankment, to give easier pas-
BIllIe to boats. This may increase the 
'clearing a little but it is not expected to 
increase the grubbing which is only re--
quired under the inner slope and centre 
ten ~et onhe ballks. 

SECTION No.3. 

2CO GO 
6,391 04 

From il~ 3rd to the 4th .MIle. 
:1,000 Feet at west end of grubbing &. clearing, 

1011,i68 Cubic yards of embankment, at 7 ds., 
180 rerr.hc! masonry in l"ulvert at $3 50, 

40000 
7,34076 

63000 

-6,091 O.J 
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Amount. Tobl A.m't •. 
Weir. 100 feet long to be herean.,: con

tra.cted fot, say, .' 
Culvert at station 26 span 12 feet.

Semi-eirf'ular arch of stone 2 feet: This 
culvert will have to be inserted low in
the glOUnd< and have timber foundation 
covered with two wch oak plapk spike.d 
on the timbers. The timbers must be 
hew81htraight on the upPer and lower 
lurfac.. 1lhe stone must all bucabbled 
ilr hlLllPDtl' dressed to, suit.&. pattern ot 
the arch, and laid with. clo5e jojnts •. 

Bids must be made for masonry by-the 
percl4, whic:b wID include pit exc:an.· 
tion, fp.undation. and. entire finjsh . 

. 11 
SECT~ON No.4. 

- From the 4th to the 5th .Mil,. 

1 

250 00 

3,846 Feet grubbing and clearing, 600 00· 
"0,744 Cubic yards of embankment, 'at 11 cb., 14,381 84' 

2,753 Perches protection stone on 1,434 feet 
- of embankment, 3lf'eet thick and' 16'feet' 

8,620 7Q, 

high, at 60 cts., 1,651 SO· 16,533'64 
This section includes the heavy em-

bankment opposite the big yellow banks I 

which is 1,434 feet long. 

SECTION No.5. 
F"om the 5th .JI.f'de to sta. Pd. 5, on same Mlk. ' 

11,280 Feet grubbing and clearing, ... 
17,714 Cubiq-yards excavation, at 8 cts.,. 
37,184 CUbIC yards embankment, at 8 cts. 

. , 

Wei: to be erected by the State or here-
after contJ;o.cted for, say , 
This section includes the narrows b.e~ 

low the mouth .of Su~ creek where 
the embankment will be partly in the 
river and therefore require protecting. 
Three hundred reet oC canal west oftlll~ 
pesent mouth of Sugar creek will be 
required to have the ~arth placed on the 
north side, or otherw.~e to suit a wier 
that will be erected at that point. 

6QO 00 
1,417 12 
2,994 7ll 

3,000 00 7,991 84 
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SECTION No.6. 
F.~om ala. 5, on the 5th .Mile to Ik 7th .Mile~ 

5,280 Feet grubbing and clearing,' 
52,409 Cubic yards of e7(cavation, at 8 cts., 

5,493 Cubic yards of emj>ankment, at 7ct,., 

'S:ECTION ~o. 7. 

.'\lIIount. Total .'\m't. 
800 00 

4,19272 
,ll84 51 5,87'723 

From tk 7t4 mile to tM 5th ata. on same_. 
5,280 Feet grubbing alld dearing, , 800 00 ' 

61,916 Cubic yards, ex!itvliti~n, ,t41 ets;, 4,953 28 ' {i,~53 28 

SECTION Np. 8 •. 

From 5tn sta; on 7t4 mile UJ the 9th mil •• 
5,280 Feet grubbing I\Ild clearing, ' 

13,528 Cubic yards excav/ltion,,6t 7 cts., ' _ 
82,767 Oubic yards emban'kmenht 121~2 ets.' 

4,477 :perch protection stOne, at 80 eta. ' 
LOC~ No., 2. 

2,000 Cubiq,y~d!I"e~cavationinJoc!t pi~ aft~ 
canal is excavated the blUlks being 
left 11-2 of one; to 6 feet cut anl\ 8 f~t 

_ to c~al botoll1, at 12 cta., 
1,134 Cubic yards, lock em~ankment,tQ be put 

in at lower end Qf lock a,fter t.l\.e walls 
are erected at 15 eta., 

15,000 Square feet foundation timber, hewed on 
two siaes, at 6 cts., 

47,000 Feet board measure 3 iBch plank, COl'el'., 

hig to foundation at 11-2 cts., ~ 
15,200 Feet board meu\lre; 2 inch plank I lIoor 

Qflock pit ai $1 50 cts., 
3,920 :Feet board measure, ~ in. plan,k ; 5 cour, 

Bes 4 feet deep;sheet piling at $1 50 c. 
1;000 Perches masonry in lock walls, at $3, 

50 Barrels hydraulic cement, at $8 50, 
160 Iron bars with links at the end laid n. 

walls at $1, 
Spikes, &c., 
Gates as pet' estimate, 

This section icludes lock No.2, with 
tilllber and plank found&:tion and the 
heavy embankment at the the little yeI'
low banks, which is 2,392 ft. in length. 

'00'00 
94696 

11,932 04 
3f>81 ® 15,16t1 60 

24000 

17() lQ 

900 00 

70500 

228 00 

5880 
1>,700 00 

11500 

111000 
68550 
8BS 50 9;87620 
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SECTION No.9. 
Frorn fAt 9tlJ, to tlie 10th mile. 

8,700 Feet grubbing and clearing, 
Amonnt. Total' Am't. 

600,00 
49,100 Cubic yards excavatl.en, at 7 ets., 3,43700 

SECTION No. 10. 
From the, 10th to the 11th mile. 

5,280 Grubbing and clearing, 
62,623 C~bic yards excavation, 

SECTION No. 11. 

700 00 
5;009 84 

From the lIth to tM 12th mile. 
5,280 Feet grubbing and: dearing, 

43,763 Cubic yards excavation, at 8 cts., 

GUARD LOCK. 

244 Perches masonry in wall at $3, 
10 Barrels hyd:raulic cement, at $3 50; 

400 Square feet foundation timbers hewed on 
, ,two sides, at 6 etS" 

8,580 Feet (board measure) 2 and 3 inch oak 
plank, at $1 50, 

16 Iron rods laid in the wall 
400 Cubic yards excavation of pit after canal 

is excavated, at 12 ct8., 
500 Yards embankment after walls are erec-
, , 

ted, at 15 cts., 
Lock sales as per estimate, 

This section includes. ijJe guard lock 
nclU' the bed of canal. 

DAM No.1. 

800,00 
3,501· 04 

73200 
3500 

12600 

128 70 
1600 

4800 

7500 
426 75 

Located at St. Francisville. . """ 
14,8 Liae~1-feet llOOnd timber f(if tHe, at 6 c. 
2,700 Piles various lengths, 

24,000 Lineal ft. timbel: for string pieces at 8 c. 
122,000 Feet board measure, three inch plank per 

hundred, $1 50, 
28,500 Feet board measure two inch plank per 

thousand $14, 
9,922 Perch of stone in cribs, at $1, 

Two abutments a~ per estimalie, 
1,000 Cubic yards excavation in abutment pits, 

at 15 rts., 

578 32 
5,400 
1,920 

1,830 

399 
9,922 

87568 

150 00 

4,(13'7 00 

5,709 "84 

4,301 04 

1,587 45 

21,0;500 
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. D-Al\:t No.2. 

Loeatcaat COtt~' old Mill. 
Amount Total Amtt. 

Excavation of lock pit, 
2,000 Perches masOllry in lock walls, at $3, 

75 Barrels hydraulic. cement at $3 50, 
160 Iron bars with links laid in wall at $1, 

Gates as per estimate, 
DAM. 

14,458 Lineal feet round timber forties at 4c., 
24,000 Lineal feet hewed timber for string pie

ces, at 8 cts .• 
90,000 Feet B. M. 3 inch plank on lower slope,. 

at $15; " 
JS,fjOO . Feet B. M. 2 inch plank OIl upper slope, 

at $14, 
12;000 Feet B. M. 2 inch plank for ccntre dam, 

at $15, 
9,922 Perches stone crib filii!lg, at $1 

One abutment, 
Excavation of abutment pit, 

100 00 
6,000 

262-
160 
853 50 

57832 

1,920 

1,35Q. 

399 

186 
9,922 

437.84 
75 

DAM No. a.-LOCK No.4., 
.Ilt Thoms .Mill. 

The items and the cost of this dam and 
lock will be about the same as da.m No. 
2, and lock No.3, 22,238 16 

Walls &. races for mills at various points, 

Add ten per cent for contingencies,. 

7:.376.00 

14,86~: 16 

22,23816 
5,000 OG 

$183,303 08 
18,33030 

~~~ 
SA1t~UEL R. CURTISt CbJe.f, EngiDf8f, . 

• 
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l !ENGINEER'S REPORT, NO.2. 

ENGINEER'S OFFiCE. KEOKUK, IOWA, ~ 
, Nov. 20, 1848., S 

t'othe Boarilof Public Works: 
After receiving your directions to prepare a portion of the 

work on. the Des Moines river for ccmtract, I proceedetl \~ith. 
my assistants aild located that P9rtion below Farmington, a dis" 
taDce by our first measl.lrement of 32 miles. Following the 
course of ~escription pursued in my report of 20th March' last, 
beginning at. the mouth of Nassau Slough, and running ut> .the 
stream, I \viII proceed to describe the character of the work at 

located, contracted, and now in rapid progress-. 
The drift JJN1st be removed from the Nassau Slou~, and pre

pal!ltions have been made to this effeCt.. After this is done we 
have navigation to Mott's Ferry, a distance fr(tm tlie M1ssiasip
pi of near two miles. 

Here commences the side cut suggested in my £orJDer report 
which extends from Mott's Ferry up to St. Francisville, a diis
tance by the canal of ten miles.' The corresponding distance Oft 

the river line, we made t~elve, so that we save by the canal, 
two miles. The object of this side cut as I suggested befo'e, is 
to avoid the sandy, crooked channel of the river, and low banla, 
which on this section preclude the idea,of a sy.stem o£ dams and 
locks. 

At ,Mott's Ferry we-bave a rook foundation to build our first 
lock on .. It will Itavc a lift of 22 feet. The capacity is t~t 
adopted by the Board for all the work· being 44 feet by 175 hi 
the chamber. The rock,at -this point, also aiford~ a lIafe and 
cODvenient location fOl'lho application of the water power, ac
cumulated by the canal. There wiIlbe 22 feet fall-enough 
for overshot water ~-heeJs. Byan increase: of 10 feet,in the 
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height of the bank for five miles ,ten feet more head can be 
~ded·to this-this can be made if found expedient, at any time 
hereafter, and by'this means the fall at this point. will be 32·feet. 
The fall is such as ·to admit wheels that cannot be checked by 
high back water, as the Mississippi and Des Moines seldom 
rise over nine feet and never over fifteen at this point. An im
mense water power will thus be accumulated, at a point conven
-ient for-all kinds of manufactories, and it can be so applied as to 
coD1iI).ue a constant power. 'lIhe value of this power to the State 
will Qe much eDhanced by the safe rock foundation to build up
on, and the convenience of market affOt'ded by its immediate con
nection with the Mississippi river. No ropk could be found on 
any branch, of the Des Moines, below this point-on the contra .. 
ry the Des Moines below, divi~s into several bi-anches, whiclt. 
'run through saRdy bottoms; 'occasionally overflown. At low 
'stages of the river, these branchetl prove very shallow, except 
til., Naur.u Slough. which is . narroW, and deep. The first lock 
is alBo looateaso as to accommodate all these lower branches.
At low water'tqe Nassau Slough is the .only one which affords 
''Iutpci8llt depth, and it is therefore the only channel, upon which 
'mach effort should be made to improve. This look is also l~ 
-t~ 80 as to 'admit a continuation of the canal down to the Mis
sis~!ippi, if the channel of the Slough should hereafter fill up; 
and by thi~ continuation a terminus can be made 'at the Missis
,sippi.. The objection to such a continuation, is the expense of 
:getting a good foundation for a lack. at the Mississippi;,and the 
-additional expense of two more miles bf canal. If therefore -the 
fllodgh should become useless for navigatio~, it will be after the 
".ouraes from the tolls arising from the improvement, will fur .. 
brish means to,construct an adequate remedy. 

Rising by a lift of 22 feet at this lower lock, the canal leaves 
'tIle .river' aDd meanders 'round the side of the bluff only requir
IDS' for the fir&t'mile one embankment on the lower side. ,Thence 
it CFOSSfi a l'fide level prairie witll two embankments coming to 
the Jiver! asain at u.e; ",big yell01v banks"-(a bluff or head 
laad'·that bal been w.asbedbate;.and precipitous, and liaiugoVel? 
iOOfe.tabovetAe I.veroF the oana1.) .We pus,this bhrlfby aD 

embankment in' the river~ with slopes of two to one, aml proJ 
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~cted with" Rip rap'; stone wall on the outef slope. Again, 
leaving the river, the canal meanders 'round the foot of the bluff" 
requiring but one embankment on the lower side. The second 
lack of ten feet lift was at first located on section eight, but as the 
work progressed, many rells'ons induced me to adopt a point on 
section five near the mouth of Sugar Creek. The heavy rains 
thi:s season caused such sudden and extensive floods of-water ill 
Sugar Creek, as to increase my former doubts as to the safety of 
a wier to pass this stream over the cllnal. By carrying the head 
of water down to its present location, I am enabled to change the 
channel of Sugar Creek so as to carry it under an aqueduct, 
which will be located, above the lock. This will be much safer 
than the wier first proposed. The only danger is the effect of 
drift, which will be guarded as much as possible. 

The deep cutting on section six, and some appearance of 
quicksand in the bottom of the canal 011 this sectioil, had s~me 
influence in prducing this change. As the change was made 
subsequent to the contract it involvcs the adjustment of the 
rights of contractors, which adjustment is provided for in the 
terms of the contract, and will be carefully and equitably deter~ 
mined in view of' the rights 6f'the contractors and the State. 

The canal passes thc "Little Yellow 'Banks" by a: heavy em~ 
bankment similar to that en scction 4,"'-the Big Y ellvw banks 
before alluded to. 

A guard lock is to be ereeled on section eleven near the ~p
per end of the canal to shut out all extraordinary high freshets 
from the canal, and by this means guard again~t breaches. Such 
freshets will only occur iil periods of several years, and will 
on such occa~ion8 delay navigation, but two or three days. 

The minimum width of the canal is 50 feet on the bottom; 
with slopes of' two to one. In many places the canal is 100 fect 
wide. It is desighed to have fi\'c feet depth of water, and will 
therefore be at the narr(lwe~t place 70 feet wide ort the water 
line. 

The canal connects ,,-ith the pool of the dam at St. Francis~ 
ville. This dam is located on Jiock which extends from the Mis
souri shore, about half way acro,ss the river, when it gradually 
!Sinks beklw our soulldillg~. The grc(\tcst possiblc care will Le 

50 
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taken to secure the north end ef this ,dam, \Y hich is neccS5arily 
located on sandy foundation. A pile engine .is calculated to be 
in readiness for driving piles by the lst of January; and I dc
'sign to protect· the abutment and shore with clusters of piles, 
filled in with ·masses of stone, and brush. The dam after all 

-our precautions, will· be likely to settle at the first 'or second 
freshet, especially near the connecting point of the rock a~d 
sandy foundation. It wiII thus get a deeper foundation, and by 
building up, it will become much more secure after it has so 
settled to a l6wer level. The like security could be obtained by 
excavating a bed for 'the dam, and filing ·it in the first place with 
brush and stone; but this would be much more expensive than 
to build up the dam after it has underwashed and seUled, and 

.l>robably cost more than the expense of repairing a breach. 
In my survey of the river, mile trees were marked, according 

''to tae meanders then taken along the river. The construction of 
tha side cut reduces· the distance very near two miles; so that by 
changing the marked trees,· tleducting tl}"omiles from the fig
ures, will give distances by the line of improvement sufficicntly 
accurate. With this correction the· second dam is located at 
Cowpen's old mill, nineteen miles and thirty-one chains from the 
Mississippi. The lift of the lock at this dam will be 10.93 
feet, and t.lte dam fourteen feet high. The third dam will be at 
"Thomas's Mill," twenty-five miles and seventy-three chair.s 
from the Mississippi. This dam wiII be fourteen feet high and 
t.he lift -of the lock will be 10.32 feet. 

This dam carries us throu,gh the work contracts on the first of 
June. All the contractors arc no~ on the work, and progress-
ing with great vigor. I , 

In my former report I spoke of the stone as being hard, and 
expensive to cut. On opening the quarries1 I am happy to find 
occasion to conect this statement. Several. quarries of excel
lent sand stone have been found, which furnish superior build
ing stone, very easy to work. This is especially the character 
of the quarries at "Thomas's Mill," and at "Cowpen's old Mill," 
and from the success in these quarries; I am satisfied that ~e 
best of stone will be obtained; at least as far up as Ottumwo, 
Which is all the liue I.have yet examined. Such is the bea~ty 
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and ease of working some of these sand stone, that l'apprehend 
they may yet become an important item in the commerce of th'e 
river. The stone i, so easily prepared for range work that 
contractors will g~nerany' adop,t that character tlf masonry far 
their"ownc.onvenience. 

Should the quarries furnish stone equal to present appearan
ces, with your approval, I shall dispense with the iron bars, 
which I recpmmt!!'llded in my former report, and also the plas
tering'of the face with hydraulic cement, laying the face stone 
in. hJ.draulic.' c,ment as contemplated by the, specifications, ,and 
pointed with the best of mortar, will, allbelievc, answer every 
Euq~ose, and secure work of superior 'l':1ality. In connection 
with this developement of stone, it is proper to state, also, thnt 
Idarge quantity of liQlestone suif.!lble. for. mp,nufacturing hy
dtaulic cement has been discovered in tlie neighborhood of Soap 
creek, seventy miles from tbeMississippi, and ilJ the imIlledi
ate vicinity of the Des Moines. Mr. :Ri~hard Cave, an'enter
prising citiz.en of Ipwa, has, commenced the manufacture, and 
furnished me with various specimens; which are exposed to t~e 
influence of frosts for the purppse of testing the quality of the 
cement. Should it prove tl> De of a good quality (and we have 
reason to anticipate success,) ;it will no doubt be of great V~\le, 
to the State, and reduce very much my estimate of the cost ,of 
this item.. 

Bya comparison of the contract price8, with my former-esti
mates submitted with my report No.1, I find some variance in 
items, but II, close agreement in the aggregate. The lock gates, 
iron, and work below low water is Dot contracted; ,and can only 
be matters of estimate. From tire proposals which have been 
made on these items, lam inclined to believe they will fall short 
of the estimate •. and thus reduce the probable col>t of the work 
below my former estimate. 

The substitution of an aqueduct, instead of a weir at Sugar 
creek may add a little to the cost of the lower'line. 

From the contracts, and from 'my former estimates, of iron and 
other wprk ndtcontracted; including the aqueduct 011 Sugar creek, 
I consider it safe to' calculate the' whole cost of the first letting, 
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and all other work applicable to the improvement below Farm-
ington at $2l3,~57 37. .. 

With ~ view to the second letting I furnished the Board with 
a list of dams pnd lo~ks nece.-sary to carry the navigation up to 
Ottumwa. The locations may be designated as follows: 

Dam No.4, near Farmington, 31.24 miles from lower end Q( 

the improvement, 15 feet high, 11.5 feet lift, 
Dam No. 5-Bonapart~, 36 mileil, 11 feet}ligh, 7.47 feet lin. 
Dam No.6-Bentonsport, 39.55 miles1 15 feet high, 12.29 

feet lift. 
1)am No.7-Keosauqua, 48 miles, 15 feet iligh, 11.76 feet 

lift. 
, Dam No. 8-Powal's,' 56.25 miles, 14 feet high, 11.'02 feet 
lift. 

Dam No.9-Portland, 63.40· miles, 15.5 feet high, 1~.55 feet 
lift. 

Dam No. lO-J ordon, 71.40 miles, 15.5 feet high, 12.43 feet 
liftt . 

Dam No. lI-Kalesback, 79 miles, 10.5 feet high, 7.47 feet 
lift. 

Da1l1 No. 12-Ro.wlands, 83 miles, 10 feat high, 6.87 feet 
lift. 

Dam No.. l3-Sugar Creek, 87.20 miles, 10.5 fact high, 7.48 
feet lift. 

The poal of the last dam, raises the water three feet at the 
head of the ripple at Ottumwa, 91 miles fro.m the, Miss~ssippi 
river. 

Wi~hQut going mi.nutely into. th~ detail o.f each item Qf each 
dam,.I ha,ve co.mpared the contract prices with my estimated 
quantities of material; and by this means I ~stimate the cost em
braced i.p the second letting, at $264,000. Adding my e'stimate 
of cost u~der contracts from the Mississ~ppl to Farmington, 
($213,337 37) and V'C have the total cost Hom the Mississippi 
to Ottum.wa $477,357 38. 

These dams vary in height to suit the banks and other pecu
liaritiell of the river. No considerable amoullt 0' lands will be 
~lVerflown at any poi~t. The beds ~f small streams will have 
standing water in them, 11\lt this will only be a convenience to 
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t\(ljacent farms, by furnishing water at all times, in different fields, 
for variou$ purptlscs. 

Much anxiety has been expressed that locations should be ad
justed to suit towns. mills,. and other artificial constructions. As 
1ar as possible I have considered these with other motives j but 
they must be secondary. The Des Moines improvement, if con
structed according to present designs, must stand the test of ages. 
The masses of material are imperishable rock. Repairs will no 
doubt be required. Human reason is not capable of contriving 
any thing that will resist all the ravages of time. Butdurabiliiy, 
f!CfYnO'lnY and strength have been the first and le~ding considera
tions in making plan~ and locations. Rock foundations have been 
secured for every lock, and in all instances, either all or a part of 
each dam is (ounded on rock. The least possible number of 
locks, bridges, side cuts, and other obstacles, calculated to cause 
delays, have.been projected. There are great advantages which 
will result from spe.edy, certain and ch~lp transportation on this 
improvpment. No local int.erest should be the cause of Imy prej
udice to such considerations. No country can produce more ag
ricultural wealth than that within sixty miles, on either side of 
this river. This is no exaggeration. Every acre, bolh of the 
bottom and up land, is similar in appearance and, fertility to the 
rich bottoms so much admired in Ohio, New York and Pennsyl
vania. Timber, coal, stone, plaster paris, earthenware and other 
articles at present unthought of, but incident to the valley, will 
.be transmitted through this ·channel. Th,li water power accu
mulated at each dam can be, and should be afforded low, for the 
purpose of attracting to the country all kinds of manufactories. 
No country can afford greater, and I doubt whether any can af
ford like advantages to manufactories. The cheap productions, 
the soil, the climate, the connection with the Mississippi, and 
through it to the wool, cotton, and in fact to all other countries, 
combined with the permanent, cheap and immense power for 
moving machinery, create an accumulation of advantages which 
must soon be observed and occupied by those engaged in vari
ous kinds of manufacture. The product of every species o/me
chanical skill will be added t.1 the articles of the commerce of the 
Des Moines improvement •. 
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_ In ad'dition· to tliese resoqrces, which must ~ow·o~t·or the im
mediate vicinity of this work, there is a more extended view of 
the matter, which I alluded to in my former report, and will now,_ 
more definitely r.efer to. This is the first improvement design
ed to draw in the resources of the country west of ilie Missis
sippi,. and though we ought not in advance to boast an example, 
we certainly ought to avoid a disQouragement to similar enter
prize. Therp. are several rivers, west of the Mississippi; long
er than the Des Moines, which tit first sight would appear to , 
command the-undivided commerce of all their branches. Such is 
the appearance on the-map of the Missouri, and its upper tribu
taries. But the sandy bed, and: varying channel of the Missouri, 
is a great obstacle to navigation, and of any fi·xed or p_ermanent 
improvement. _ Such- is the hazard aniltncertainty of its naviga
tion, tllat in some instances, goods are brought lip the Mississip
pi as far as Hannibal,..and hauled across the ooNntry in wagons, 
to the vicinity of St. Joseph on the Missouri,.a point more than 
one hundred and fifty miles west of Hannibal. If then bad. can 
take this course, from Hannibal to' the- MiSsouri at St •. J oseph, 
how m~h more likely to go from ilie' head of this improvement, 
a much less distance to Council Bluff-s j a point much further- up 
the Missouri. When the Des Moines improvement is conplet
ed, and paid fur) the only object of tolls will be to improve ~nd 
repair the work·. Supposing however we adopt the same rate 
()f tolls that are now charged on the Ohio canals,. the tolland 
transportation from the Mississippi to the· Forks on the Des 
Moines, would not exceed twenty cents per hundred. To en
courage" through" freight tolls should be reJvced on ·freightgo
ing west of the upper extremity of the work, and by this reduo
tion the transportation per hundred from the Mississippi to the 
Forks, will be as low as fifteen centl. 

Let us then compare the probable cost of transportation from 
St. Louis to Council Bluffs on the two routes,-the Missouri and 
the Des Moines : 
Freight of 100 pounds from St. Louis to St. Joseph on the Mis-

BOUri river, as quoted in the newspapers of St. Louis, $1 50 
From St. Joseph up the Misaouri to Council Bluffs say 50 

$200 
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Freight of 100 pounds f.rom St. Lou. to Keokuk on the 
Mississippi river, as quoted in the'newspapers ia 'St-

Louis, 12 
,Add freight on the Des Moines improvement from Keo-

kuk to the Forks of the Des Moines . 15 
Add freight QY wagons over land from the Forks to Coun-

cil Bluff 120 miles at the same rate now paid from Ke-
okuk to Eddyville 7 1-2 cenis per mile, 80 

$1 07 
Saving on the feeight of 100 pounds by taking the Des 

Moines rotite, $0 92 
Or 46 1-4 per cent better than the Missouri rouie. 
Make a similar estimate of' the downward freight from Coun

dl Bluffs to St. Louis, and the result will be similar and in fa; 
vor of thilS route. There is also time and insurance) decidedly 
in favor of the Des Moines' river route; so that taking all 
things into consideration the matter is mathematically certain 
(except in times of high water in the Missouri,) the trade of 
Council Bluffs will incline to fonow down this irnprevcment . ...
By -extending this improvement up the Racoon river, as far as 
possible, and adopting a rail plank road, or other means to cheap
en the transit across from the Forks to Council Bluffs, the dif
ference will be more in favor of ihis route, and must secure the 
trade of that point. 

But it is not this point alone that is reached. We enter the 
great valley of the Nebraska, and all the upper branches of the 
Missouri; and offer to the commerce of these valll".ys, the 
cheapest and most expedit.ious rouie for their products. A coun
try of a thousand miles extent capable of furnishing vast anll 
unknown agricultural and mineral products, may by wise Ilnd 
discreet energy, in the prosecution of this work, become tribu
tary to the improvemlll1t now in progress on the Des Moines. 

High water in the Missouri will carry off the trade in that 
channel and reverse this calculation. . Dut the Mi\ssouri is gCI1-
erlly low, and prices of freight are generally stated high, Take 
general rules, and apply thc data as you please and you will ar
rive at this result. The Des Moines impl'OVemCllt bas evcry 
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, ' reason to contend for th' travel and trade of the far west. 
No other river can com pete with the Dcs Moines in suscepti

bility of permnnant improvement in this region, and in compe
tition with this design. Neither cun a railroad injure. our pros
pects. Transportation on water, where large c.lafts, such as 
flat· boat~, keel boats, and steam boats, can easily float; will al
ways be mucheheaper than on rail roads. The hcavy products 
of a county, such as the agricultural and mineral, will always 
pursue the channels of rinfs when large boats can navigate 
thcm; and such is the character of the Des Moines improve., 
ment that flat boats, and e,'cn rafts may IJa55 down. 

This improvement will cost mnch lcss.than a railroad. 
Ninety .. one miles of the work is contracted, and.we cannot be

mueh mistakcn in thtl.amount this will cost. I have before sta
ted that under these contracts to Ottumwa, I estimate the cost at 
$477 ,357 37 for the whole distance, ninety-one miles. 

This is equal to $5,245 per mile. No competqr,t Engineer 
would estimate the cosi of. a permanent railroad and fixtures &t 
less than $.12,COO per mile. So we have constructed for steam 
boat navigation for less than half the cost per mile of a good 
railroad. . 

I would not discourage the progress of railroads. On the 
contrary I regard them of equal if not grcater importance than 
canals. They will carry travel and light transportation, even in 
competition with the best of steam boat navigation. They are' 

I especially applicable to a populous country on great lines of 
thoroughfare. But most of the heavy agricultural and mineral 
products, will float down the channel of our rivers when rail
roads have intersected them with a thousand lines. Withont the 
least doubt, and with inoreased confidence, I therafore again 
respe~tfully recommend to the board, that they continue their 
undivided energies in the prosecution of this worI{, on thc plan 
adopted, and now in full progre~s. 

If means can be provided, the first contracts can be comple
ted in two years.' Thc low price and abundance of produce 
and labor, render this period of time the most favorable for 
JlUshingforward the work. Notwith!>!itndillg the second letting 
wus made on time, the work is contracted I,;\\" and the assist-
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anti! of the board to procure prompt pwme,nt would ~eoure -an ' 
earfier and better execution of the contracts. EcoDOlllY, and tJw! 
prosperty of the countryj recoinmend the early completion. ef' 
th'll work to the extent of the means. The survey of tbe.\Yerk 
above Ottumwa, iii already cOinmenced. I shall report progreu 
during the winter. if the river freezes over, so as to admit of 
working on the ice, I hope to reach the forks of the Des Moines 
by the middle of January. ' 

Respectfully submitted, 
• SAMUEL ,R. CTJRTIS; Principal ~ngineer • 

• [D] 

.. SmRET.ARY'S OFFicE. IOWA. l', 
IowA CITY, December 4, 1848. 5 

To the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 
In pursuailce with the 2d lection of the 12lst chapter of the' 

laws of' I9wa, of 1846-47, I have the honor b report the items . 
of expe~ditures, ml:le out of the Secretary's contingent fundf 
for th~ year's 184748. 

Caa4 paW for Stationery. 
November 3O~ 1847, pet bill· on file, No.1, 
August 30, ".' ,,' II " 2, 

. December 201 " " " " 8, 
February l7, 1848," "." 4, 

" . 30," " " " ... ' 5,' 

Cush paid for Fml. 
February 14, 1847, per bill oriile, No.6, 

. , " 19," II' ,~ " 7, 

. Cfuh paid·for Postage. 

March 5, 184.7, per bill 011 file, ~o. 8, 
June, """" 9, 
October, " " " " 10, 

51 

$200 
21 00 
I) 60. 1 

1'00: 
'975 

$39 40' 

$12 00' 
1050 . 

$2250 

$400 
. 4 20 

9 44 
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December, 1841i,,P'Ir bill on file No. ] 1,' , '4 45 
May, 1848, " " " 12, 4 !50 
August 5," " " " 13; 3 '00 
October 1," " " '" 14, 2:5() 
Dee. 4, '(1 ." " "]5, -2 42 

eaiA paid for Printing and BiniliAg. 
June, 1848, per bill on file, No. 16, 
.November, 18407, .per bill on file, No. 17, 

Furniture etc. for Office. 
'Carpet, candles ail sundries per bill No. 18, 
'Writing detk, pet1bill No. 19, 
"Clitting 'Woo!l ana "'Work in office, No. 20, 21, 2~ 
Making up carpet, per bin No. 23, 
Fixing seal press per bin No. 24, 
Fhiglit on stationery as}>er bill No. 25, 

Clerk hire and assistance in .()Jfice • 
. ~aid for examining and 'certifying/printera bill and 

.:job I'wl of 1846-47, per bill No.:26, 
For comparing copy laws of 1846-47, per bill No, ·27, 
For ." -." " 1847-48," "27, 
For oannssing poll books-of the presidenti" elec-

.. tio of 1848, tw.o da)'1, per bill No. 28, 

December, 1847, Going to Burlington for stition-

·$34 51 

14 '00 
500 

·$1900 

-$53 08 
.25 00 
1400 
0300 

'75 
'8'00 

~'83 

-$400 
.000 
300 

400 

$1600 

ery per bill on file, )fo. 29-, $11 75 
March 1848, going to Burlington for itationery per 

bill on file, N 0.30, 14 00 
Expenses in furnishing the counties of Buchanan. 

Benton, Dallas and Poweshiek with revised stat
utes, and seals for the district court. See laws 
1846-~7, chapter 13, section 4, and resolutions of 
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~47....48, ~o •• 6,,8,.13, per bOI 011 file, No. 31, 

f;!a,h paid fur delivering tchool laWI to the connties 
of Polk, MOnroe, Dallaa,.Mahaska and'Jasper per 
bil~ on file, No. 32, 

Also, for the counti~t of Scott, Jones, Clinton, Jack
son Clayton, Dubuque; and Delaware, per bill 01}: 

file, No. 33, 

See laws 1846-47, chapter 99. section,45~ 

Tutal' expenses,. 
Amount of apropriltion,. 

2700 

$1000 

10 O(). 

$20 00 • 

$302 99 
300 00 

~"'nt due me, . $2 99 
Allot' w.hichj..3 NSfectfull'lIubmiUed;. 

ELISHA CUTLER; J a., 
Secretary of SWe .. 

[EI 

SECRET~RY'S .OFFICE~ IOWA, l 
IOWA CITY; November 1, 1848. S 

To the GeMI'al: .Il8Bembly of t/l.e Stak of Iowa :-
In pursuance of " an act to provide for criminal returns," 'ap~ 

proved Februaf'lC 24, 1847, I have the honor to report to you~ an 
ab.tract of said retlUllII, for the year 1848, embracing all the 
Clountie. from which returns have been received at this office, 
up to this date. 

By said abltraet, it wiI be perceived that but few of the clerk • 
. of the district courts have complied with the-l'equirements of the 
law, a. to the time of making said return. ;. and it will be furth
er perceived that lbe returns received, are lIlany of them very 
imperfect, oomplying but partially with the: object of the law. 
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'. Thcse ucfccts ift the pw:ar.tical operations of the law, will prob
ably continue until the same is amended, as suggested in my re-
po~t of the la~t yehr. ' 

All pr whiah, is respeotfl1lly submitted, 
ELISHA CUTLER, h., 

Secretary of Stat.e~ 

PREAMBLB AN:Q JOINT RESOLUTION • 
. . Preamble and joint resolution relative to the Territories belong. 

ing to the Unit"d States. 
:Wh~reas, the General Assembly of the State of Iowa recog

nize in Congress the excluiive right of legislation over all Tel
ritories now belonging .to, or hereafter to be acquired by the 
General Government; and whereas, the said General -\s.sembly 
fully accord to each State res pectively a complete sovereignty in 
the regulation of its own institutions, as recognized by the Con
stitution of the United States. 

And whereas, it is also the sense of this General Assembly 
that the institution of slavery cannot lllgitimately exist within 
any territory belonging to the United States (unless recognized 
by the law regulating such territory at the time of its cession to 
the United States )except by the sanction of positive law. 

And whereas, the subject herein refer~ed to is likely to be
come one upon which Congress may feel fequiroc\ to act: There-
fore, .. 

&SOlV3d, That whenever Congreu shan be required to act 
upon the question of slavery in any cU the territories now free 
'and belonging to the United States, our Sen'ators be instructed 
and our Representatives requested, to exert their influence-in 
fav.or of a law prohibiting the introduction of the institution of 
sln.Qry within any such territory. 
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RULES OF THE SENATE 

o T S \.1 0 10 A. 

ADOPTED AT ITS SECOND REGULAR SESSION, COMMENCED 
ON IE OU H CE BE 184 

ORDER OF DAILY BUSINESS. 

After the J aurnal is read the followlDg order shall govern :, 
1 -P itio an me ria to off d. 
2dr-Resolutions. 
3 - po of om tee 
4th"":Communications on the President's table. 
~ epor s .in possession of t e enate, whlch offer 
ro ds a 'll. • 

6th-Buls or other matters before the Senate and un fin-
sh th re in ay 

7th-The above business being dispatched, the general file 
of I~ ot r p ers iII n tak up, gr bly 
to their introduction into the Senate 

STANDING RULES. 

1. The Senate shall choose by Vlva voce, one of their own 
m to ccu th 'ha' sh be yle Pr den an 

shall hold 'his of lice during the session of the Senate at which 
w el ed He lal ake e air th hou to hic 

: the, Senate is adjourned, and call the members to order; and, if 
qu m pr nt, e s I u ct jo nal the preceding 

day to be read, and mistak 5 if n): orr tcd H' ill !'Ire 

uig ::l by V\. 1'-
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Nne, orGer'lDd' decorum, .and decide all que.tioD.of order, .ali
ject to an appeal to the Senate. In committee of the whole, he· 
,hall oall lome member to the chair ;he ahall han a right to name n., member to perfom the dutiel of the chair, but such lub.titu
ti.on shall DQtlextend 1:ieyond'an adjburnltlent. He shall, unless 
otherwise directed by the Senate, appoint all committees.. He 
,hall vote on a call of the yeaa and nals. In the absence of. the 
President, the Senate may appoint a President pro tern., to oc
cupy the chair during such absenc.e. 

2. Any member. may lIave a call:of the. Senate, and" al>sent 
memben sent for. If, upon such call, absent members cannot 
be found in a reasonable time, then such call shall be ,uspended 
on· motion of any member·ofthe Senate. 

3;, All questions (except on motion) shall be put in thilJ'orm: 
"y ou. who are· Of opinion ('i1" the case mar be)' say aye; those 
of a oontrary opinion, say no;" and, in all cases, any member 
may' call for a division, and any two members for the yeu and 
nays,.which shall be recorded by the Secretary. 

4.. When a m'otion has been made and seconded, it shall be 
stated by the lumber making tlte same, or read hI the Secretary 
prev.ioull to debate. Ifony member shall malte "a motion (ex
cept to adjourn, postpone-, or comJDit) he shall rduce the same to 
writing upon the request of the President or any member of 
th .. Senate. Any motion may be witlidrawn by consent of the 
Senate before final decision on the sa mo. 

5. Every member. present; when a question is put, shall. 
vote, \lnless he shall,. for special cause,. 1:Ie excused l:Iy vote of" 
the Senate. 

6. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and be de
cided without debate. 

7. When ~ member is about to speak, he shall rise in hia. 
. place and address himself to the President; the Pr~~entshan 

. address the member entitled to the floor by name; and when a 
member is speaking, no person shall pan bet:ween .. 1Iim and the 
President's chair, nor shall he be interrupted when speaking,. 
except by a call to order by the President, or by a member 
through the President. No member shalllSpeak more than twice· 
on any ,question without leave of the Senate. 
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·8. When "'question ia und~r debate, no moUbb IhaUbe .~ 
. ~'Yed but to adjourn, to lie on the table, tq postponeindefini ... 

-Iy, to post.pone to a day certain, to am~nd, or to take the previou 
qaeltion; which several motions'shan have :preoedeDce in ·the . 
order they ltand arranged. 

9. The previous question·eball be.putin the.ewor~I·: ·"·SAaU 
the main queltion be now put P" and ·it Ihan be admitted on the 
demand of four members rising in their Iplacel for that .puJ;poee, 
.aad until ~cided, shllll .preclude all amendments uuder debate 
"Of the main question. 

10. Any member tnaycall for a divilion of the qUClI&Wn, 
when the same will admit thereof. 

;11 •. -No committee shall abeent themselvea from-the8eftata 
'Chamber by reason of their appointment, during the -aittiDg of 
the Sebate, without IIpeClialleave. 

12. Every ~iJlllhall be introduced orithe repon of a'CGIIIJDit- . 
tee, or·by ·motion for leave, on givi~ at leut· one day" tn'eviou • 
• woe. -

18. Every biD· shall recei ve three aeveral r~ing. :pl'8vioti. 
to its passage, but no bill shall have .. second and thirdl'ead.iJIga 
Ob the SIMe day, withouta i!luspen&lon of this rule. 

14. The firlt reading of a bill .hall be fodnformaUca, andU 
"jection. be made to it, the 4iuestionshall be " .. hall the biU be 
rejected pIt If no objection be made, or the question to I'ejeot b. 
J.st, the bill sball go to its second l'e8ding withollt turtherczuea
tion. 

15. Upon thneccmd :reading of. bill Or l8lolution,tb.e P .... 
filent shall atate it as ready fOl' commitment or ugrOMlUnt.; ami 
Jt committed, then the questiuD shall be wbet.hw to a aeleot cw. 
standing committee, or a eoIIuwttee of the whole. If to a 00IIl-' 

mittee of th.I whole, the Senate shall detelUline eft what.day ..... 
But if the bill be ordered to be eJl!l'Olsed, the Senate shall ~ 
point the day when it shall be read the third time. Ne bill er. 
relolution that requirel three readings shall be ccmmitted or 
amended until it shall have been twice read. 
~J6. When a queation is 10lt on engrossing a bill for· a third 

reading on a particular day., it shall not preclude a question to 
emgro5S itfor a third .re:lIling on a different day. Oil !.he third 
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reading of Ii bill t1r resolutiOn, no amendment (exoetJt to ill 
blanks) shall be reoeived, except by unanimous consent of the 
members present. 

17. When a bill Of resolution is engrossed, the President 
shall, at the time previously appointed by the. Senate, announce ' 
the same as ready for a third reading, without a question. 

·18. A bill or resolutiott may be cummitted at any time pr .. ' 
vioul! to its pa6llage; if any amendment be'reported upon cOln
!Ditment, ,by any other than a eommittee ef the whole1 the bill 01' 

I resolution may be again considered in committee of ilie whole, 
the question fodts engrossment and third reading sLallagain be 
put. 

19. In filling blanks, the largest sum' and lomgest time'shall 
be first: put. 

20. When the Senate is equally 'divided on a question, the:· 
-same shall be lost. 

'21~· When a motion or question haa been once made and . ' 
carried in the affirmative or negative, it shan be in I!lrder for any. 
member· of the.majority to moTe for the re-consideration thereof, 
on the same 01' iucceeding day. 

22. All acts, addresses and resolutions shall b .. signed by the. 
Pl'esid~lnt1-and altwrits, watrants and subpcenas ilsued by order 
of the Senate, slaan be. under his hand and seal, a\tested by the . 
Seoretary. 

28 •• Petitions, memor~als, and.other papers, addressed to the 
Senate, shall be presented by any member in his place; a brief 
state1neat of the contents thereof, shall be made verbally by the 

. member i.rod~ the aa~ and shall not be debated or deci
ded blithe day of their being firri read, unless the Senate .hall 
di1tot atherwiae, but shall lie On the table ~t1) be taken up in the 
order: they were r~) or. be refeued on metion to a committee. 

-~.Before a bilhhall haft pasaed the Senate, it shall be the 
duty of the Secretary. to have the same engrossed, after which 

- it:.hillt be examined by a standing committee for that P'llpose, 
who shall carefully compilTethe original with the engrossed bill, . 
a1l4, -correc'tin{fall1 errors . that may be discovered in the engros.s
ed'bill, ahaJllJiilk-e thei~ repollt forthw.ith tQ ,Ole Senate. ' 
'i5.. A Secretary- and-.Asaistant ·Secretary I1hall be appointed, 

I . 
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to hold their llluccs duringihe pleasure of the Senate, ihey shall 
take an oath lor t1111 true and faithful discharge of' their duties in 
their re~pective oflices. The Secretary shall keep a correct 
journal of the daily proceedings, and perform such other duties 
as shall appertain to his office. He shall let no journalg, records, 
accounts or 'papers be taken from the table or out of his custody, 
other than by the regular mode of business of the Senate, and if 
uny papers in his charge shall be missing, he shall make report 
to the Pr,eg.ident. . ' 

26. A Sergeant-at-Arms, Messeng\lr and Fireman shall be 
appointed, to hold their oflices during the pleasure of the Senate. 
It shall be their duty to attend 'the Senate during its sittings, and 
to execute the eomm.mds of the President and Senate; they shall 
take an oath truly and faithfully to discharge their respective du
ties in office. • 

27. When a message shall be ~ent from the Governor to the 
Senate, it shall be communicated to the chai~ by the person by 
whom it is sent. ' 

28. No person shall be elected t.o any office created by these 
rules, unless he shall receive a majority of the whole number 
of votes given. 

29. When nominations shall be made in writing by the Gov~ 
ernor, a future day shall be assigned, unless the Senate unani
mously direct otherwise, for taking them into consideration. 

30. It shall be the duty of members ud officers, when in 
secret session to keep all informatain or remarks touching or 
concerning .the character or qualifications of any person nomi
nated by the Governor to office, inviolably secret; also the pro
ceedings and business of the Senate when in Executive session. 

31. Before acting on con1idential or Executive business, re
quiring secresy, the Senate shall be cleared, by direction of the 
President, of all persons except the Secretary and Sergeant-at 
-Arms. 

32. The proceedings of the Senate, \V hen they shall act in 
their Executive capacity, shall be kept in . separate and distinct 
books; and no part of the Executive journal shall be published 
but by special'order. 

52 
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33. The president'1s authorized and require'd to -administer 
all oaths prescribed by "these rules. " 

34. EveJ:Y resolution read by the Secretary, by direetion of a 
member, shall be considered to be before the Senate; and the 
l1uestion to adopt or reject may be immediately put 011 such"mo
tion, or 011 motion of amt;mber, the same may be laid on thetabte. 

35. No standing rule or order of the Senate 8hall be re
scinded or suspended,.except by a vote of three fourths of the 
members present. 

36. All bills brought into the Senate by any member or com
mittee, shall be endorsed with the name of the member or com
mittee bringing in the same. 

37. When any member shall be called to order he shall sit 
. down until the President determines whether he is in order or 

"flot; and every question of order shall be decided by the Pres
ident, subject to an appeal to the Senate by any two members; 
and, if a member- be caned to order for words spoken, the ex
ceptionable words shall be immediately taken down in writillg. 
that the PI"-esident and Senate may be better able to judge of the 

, matter. 
38. No membeNhall vote on any question in tlle event of 

which he is immediately or particularly interested;nor in any 
case where he was not present when the question was put. 

39. The following officers and persa'lls, present at any time 
duriug the sitting 01 the Senate, shall be entitied to a seat with
,in the bar: The Governor, Secretary, Judges of the Supreme 
Court, members of Congress, members of the House of Repre
sentatives, members of the State Legislatures, Editors wishing to 
take down the debates, and such others as the Senate may direct. 

40. The rules of parliamentary practice, comprised in Jef
ferson's Manuel, shall govern hi all cases to which they are ap
plicable, and in which they are not inconsistent with the Stand
ing Rilles and Orders of the Senate, and Joint Rules of the Sen
ate and House of Representatives. 

.1 
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JOINT RULES. 

411 

t. In every case of an amendment of a bill, agreed tQ in GII~ 
House and dissented from in the other, .if either House shall re
quest..a conference, and appoint a committee for that purpose, and 
the other House shall also appoint a committee to co~fer, such 
committee shall at a ~onvenient hour, to be: agreed on by their 
chairman, meet and state to each other, verbally or in writing, as 
either shall choose, Hie reasons of their respective Hous~s for 
and, 9gainst the amendment, and confer freely thereon. 

2. When a message shall be sent from the Senate to th~ 
House of ReprelSentatives, it. shall be . announ.ed at the d~OI' of 
the House by the door-keeper, and shall be respectfully-commu
nicated to the Chair by the perSOII with whom it may be sent. 

3. The saJIUt ceremony shall be observed when a messag~ . 
shall be scnt from the HOQAe of Representatives to the Senate. 

4. All messages from OIle House to the other, Bhall be se!)t '. 
by the Secretary, of the Senate, Clerk of the H~use, or their rl!- . 
Bpective assi!\tants.. • . 

5. After a bill shall have passed both Hou3~~ it shall he du- . 
Iy enrolled by,the Secretary or Clerk of the House in wllich it 
originated, before it shall, be presented to the Gov.ernor. 

6. When bills are etlrolled, they shall be examined by a joi~t 
committee of two from the Senate. and two from the Ho~se of 
Representatives, appointed as·a Standing Committee for that pur
pose, who shall carefully compare the enrollment with the en
grossed bills, as passed in the tW9 Houses, and, correcting any 
errors that may. he,..djs.covered ill the enrlllied bills, make their 
report forthwith to the. House in-which th~. bill originated. 

. 7. After examination and report, each bill shall be signed in 
the respective Houses; first by the Speaker of the House-then 
by the PresideDt of the Senate. 

S. After a bill shall hlWe been thus signed in each HouHe, it 
shal~ be presented by the said committee to the Governor for his . 
approbation, it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, carti,. 
fying in which House the same originated, wh,ich endorsement 
shall be signed by the Secretary of the H~use in whlch the same 
did ori&inate, and shall be entered on the jourIl-81f1f each House; 
the said committee shall report the day of presentation to the 
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Governor, which shall also be entered on _the journal of each 
HOllse. 

9. All orders, resolutions Dnd votes which are to be present
ed to the.Governor for his approbafo:l, shall also, in the same 
manner, be previously enrolled, examined and signed, and shall 
be presented in the same manner, and by the same committee, as 
provided in cases of bills. 

10. When a bill or resolution which shall have been nassed 
in one House, is rejected i.n the other, notice th'ereof is to be giv
,en to the House in which the same "may have passed. 

11. When a bill or resolution which has been passed in one 
House, is rtjected in the other, it shall not be brought in during 
the same session without notice of five days, and leave of two
thirds of the House in w'hich it shall be renewed. 

12. Each House shall tranllmit to the other all papers on 
" :which any' bill or resolution may be founded. 

'13. After each House shall have adhered to their disagree
ment, a bill or resolution is lost. 

14. When bills which may have passed one House, are or
dered to be printed in the other, a greater number of copies shall 
not be printed than may be necessary for tlle use of the Hous. 
making the order. . 

15. All messages, reports, or other documents' presented to 
either House, for general information, and ordered to be printed 
by such House, shall, when printed, be for the use of both 
Houses. 

16. It shall be the duty of the Chief Clerk of the House 
or the Secretary of the Senate, when any such document is or
dered to be printed in their respective Houles, forthwith to com
municate such order to the other, so that the same order lDy not 
be made in both Houses. I 

17. In all elections in joint convention of both "branches of 
the General Assnmbly, the names of the members of both br~nch
es shall be arranged together in alphabetical order, aDd be called 
upon to vote in the order in which they shall stand arranged • 

• 
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of extra sesion B, 33. 

fa ads erei am 3, 40, 63 4, 6 71, 
78, 85, 88, 89,97,100, 103, 104,106, lOB, 115, 124. 

1, I 13 40, 0; 1 15 161 65, 5, 1 
178,185,196,197,203,206,211,213,217,229,230, 

7,2 25 260 63, 0, 
ACT AND ORDINANCE-

ore I a 
AU ITO 0 

ece ng t pro siti mad y C -
gress on the admission of Iowa as a 
S In he ion 3,7 74, 
178,191,254,260,263. 

the On n d, ,2' 
'TATE-

ep of s mit 23 
o au It an allow expenses of supreme 

c t71 104,128,133 165 75,9 
AT ER N, RA L-

to kee a ferry, 110, 115 128 155 
AP RO IA N 

for Public Buildings at Iowa City, 166, 933, 
3,2 . 

bill for to cover certain bridges 34. 
fo e fi lye , 1 -5 03 6, 

272. 
fo ay em rs, cer nd ter f 

the General Assembly, 251,266,269,272. 
A OU M T-

relative to, 43, 44,45, 50,7·1,79,96,130,143. 
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APPANOOSE COUNTY-
act for the relief of 136, 138, 239,.26!. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL-

ABSENC~ 

to create the office of,185,.2OO,.209,. 
211, 216, 238. 

IJlave Qf granted, ,to Mr •. Wheeler, 205., 
" " '"" Sanford, 204. 
'I " "" Fear, 80. 
" ". '!" "",lger,.117. 

ALAMAK~ COUNTY...,.. 

AGENT-
to organize, 185,202, 206,222, 270. 

to pay the interest on the Iovia State, stock, 103, ll2, 130. 
for t.he State, 245 •. 

ATTACHMENTS-

BOUNDARY-
act regulating no, 111), 197, 213,,239. 

between Missouri and Iowa, 9, 21, 35,69 • 
of first Congressional district, 53, 89, 127 .•. 
of new counties, 89, 95, 105, 113. 

BOARD OF P,UBLIC WORI<S-

BURLINGTON-

report of ordered to be printed, 
3.2.37,38. . 

act to tepeal the. act supplemen-. 
tal t9 act establish4lg, 32,76 •. 

relative to 170, 187 ... 208,212, 
227,244,254. 

amendatory to the act creating" 
101,106,118,121,132,139, 
141,145,156,159, un, 162" 
163, 169, 179,261., 

to amend the charter of 46, 49,60, 110" 229, 236. 
BUNKER, ROBERT- • 

to keep a ferry, 154, 161, 169,199,256. 
BRECKENRIDGE, WM. F.-

to make f! ca~al, 150, 151, 153" 
169, 195,272. 
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BENTON COUNt-V-
to relocate the seat of justiqe 184,208,256. 

-cREDENTIALS-
committee appointed to examine, 4. 
report of committee appointed to examine, 4. 

COMMITTEE-

CAPITOL-

to wait on the House of Representatives, 6, 273. 
standing, appointed, 7. 
to wait on the Governor, ~ 271. 
from House of Representatives, 9, 24. 
on schools, resolution relative to, 27. 

·.10 prepare rules, 28. 
to examine credentials, 4. 
'Of the whole Senate, 28, as, 39, 59,65, 96, 102~ 

106, 112, 132, 135, 142, 162, 172) 188, 195, 
209,225,211,246,267. 

roomsin granted to U. S. D. C., 62, 66, 69. 
CONSTITUTION-

relative to, 172, 200. 
CALL-

of the Senate, 22, 51,72, 99, 137, 188,248,257, 262· 
'COUNTY COMMISSIONERS-

• act to increase the power of,~1 07, 
214. 

to buy and sellr~ estate, 83, 37. 
of Jefferson county to build a 

court house, 55, 57, 50, 69, 
COMMUNICA'l'ION-

from John Brophy, relative to saline' 
springs, 39. ' 

from Seretary of State, 244. 
from Register of Land Office, 76. 

CLAIM ....... 
of Jos. T. Fales. 
of Charles Jewit, 144. 
of J. Keister and C. Evans, 207. 
of T. S. Parvin, 214. 
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CLAIM-
.Samuel C. Reed, 44. 

J. ~ ,204 
hn.B y, 57, , 11:3. 

John Taylor, 88,199,221. 241, 254, 260, 263. 
CA' 'TOI\ . J. 

teste urnis rmati 
communication from, J8. 

COl;RT-

'J v. 

'uprcn hold id tc 77, 8" IrO, 106 109, 
245, • expenses of, 143. 

time of holding in Van Buren county, 158, 162 .. , 
strue to ju y c,o ee reI to, 11 

otice es by r of t publis 81,8 0, 
165, 175, 204. 

'mel! of hIding, 1"1 183,2r-6 
city eoku 6. 

supreme amending the act re-organizing, 161, 20&. 
CLERK OF POLK CO.- . 

CE RA 
r ted t nish i ation 

act to incorporate, 166, 183, 229,255,260, 
263. 

CL ON C ~TY 

CLAIMANTS-
to relocate the seat ofjustiee, 160, 172,_56, 

al est et for relief 28, 106 125, 
2, 19 

to authenticate their claims by oath, 241. 
COSTS AND FEES-,-

act co ing,2 52,2 
in cri case, 
in Davis and Appanoose, 103, Ill. 

CO 'GE S RE 
act do g, 11 

DES MOINES RIVER-
to amend the act providing for the im-

veme 159. 

U 'y'-JV 
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DES MOINES RIVER-
joint resolution for appropriation to }m

prove, 82, 39, 66, 62, 69. 
resolution for the construction' of the law 

appropriating, 44,50, 66, 63, 64,69. 
to provide for the navigation of, 89; 

100, 113. 
act £xtendin3 claims on lands of, 159, 

174. 
DUBl:QUE-

for the improvement' of the harbor at, 56, 93, 100! 
110; 139~ 

act for the benefit of, 171; 191,229\ 255, 260, 264. 
DAVENPORT-

to amend the actincorporatirig, 104, 116, 122,140, 
DES MOINES COUNTY-

acts of commissioners' legalized, 114, 
116, 121, 187, 155. 

commissioners to -have a vote taken; 
158, 177; 258. 

DES MOINES AND ROCK RIVER. RAPIDS- . 
in the Mississippi, rcsolution for the improYCtnent of, 

126, 125, 136, 147, 160, 183. 
DEAF MUTES-

for the education of, 159,230, 237, 270, 
DIBBLE CHAUNCEY-

to keep a ferry, 176, 197,201,231,243, 
DISTRICT-

congressional, to divide the State into, 160. 
D'EER-

to prevent killing, 181. 
DEEDS---

of collectors of rcvenue, 200, !ZOO; 252; 264, 
EDITORS-

admitted to seats, 6. 
tLECTIONS--

act to preserve the purity of, 51, 56, 65, 68, 60, 
109, 135, 1491 153, 171, 192, 208,24] I 270. 
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ELECTIONS- • I 

to repeal the act defining the time of'holding, 79,82, 
84, 104,106, 129. 
to amend the act regulating, 81, 152,158, 171,198, 

280. 
ELECTORAL-

act to re-apportion the State into districts, . 113, 
208,211,215,236,245,251,257. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION-
118,148,160,226. 

EXPENSES-. 
of the arrestand detention of Allen .Cameron, 158, 

206, 221, 264. 
ENUMERATION-

of white inhabitants, 188,201,205,228., 
FERRY-

at Boatman'.s mill in Lee county. 44~ 46, 52, 61,72,97. 
across Des Moines river, 57, 50, 87, 90, 108, 110,123, 

130, 155,2<l0. 
at Cedar Rapids, 88,89. 
at Lyons, in Clinton county, 170, 192,207. 
at Trader's Point, 228. 

FORT DES MOINES-

, 

joint resolution for a land office a!, 64, HO, 
140. 

mayor to act as justice of the peace, 215, 
237,289, 269. 

GREENWM.-
to'improve Cedar river, 68, 160, 188, 90, 100, 
. 181, H7. 

GOVERNOR-
message from, 1 L 
requested to furnill~ information, 281. 

GRIFFITH ISAAC W.-

GUTTENBUiw---
for the relief I1f, 106. 

to incorporate the town of, ISQ, 198, 209. 
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GOWE'R J. H., C. W., and R.~-
to improve Cedar river, 177, 183, 

192,199,212,229,254,263. 
HALF BREED---

HOGS-

relative to, 71,95,98,104, 106, 112, 114, 125, 
133, 134,140, 141, 142, 155. 

to improve the breed of, 173,225. 
HOMESTEAD-

exempt from execution, 256, 267. 
IOWA RIVER-

memorial for the improvement of, 38,4'7,51,60, 
62,69. 

IOWA CITY-
Manufacturing Company mill dam, to extend the 

time of putting in a lock, 116, 136, 141, 175. 
INCORPORATION-

gene.ral act to authorize, 241. 
JOINT CONVENTION-

for the· election of U •. S. Senators and 
Judges, 9,10,21,26,27,29,31,181, 

·209. 
for the election of State printer, 166. 

JUDICIAL 'DISTRICTS-

JUDGES

to increase the number of, 23, 28, 35, 
47,49, 50, 51,64, 72. 

aci to create the fifth, 131, 137, 141. 
to amend the act forming, 200, 215,207. 

of the supreme court, election of, 26, 27.·.' 
of the suprem~ court, certificates of, 30,31. 

JENKS, R. R.- • 
io erect a ton bridge, 171, 188,224,255,260,263. 

JOINT RESOLUTION-254, 256, 261, 268. 
for a mail route, 63, 81, 143, 155, 161, 
. 179, 162, 185, 206,227,229, 230, 

237, 255, 270. 
for a mail route from Prairie du Chien, 

to Fort Atkillson, 78, 85, 110. 
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JQINT RESOI.UTION-
for II. mail route from Fort Des Moine. 

to the Boon fork of the Des Moines 
river, 87, 109. 

for a mail route from West Point to Sa
lem, 106, 113. 

fQr a mail route frpm Bellvue to Inde
pendence, 272. 

for a mail route from, Albia to Trader'. 
Point, 123. 

for a mail route from Sabula to Dubuque, 
163, 179,208. 

for a grant of land, 87, 92, 101, 104, 
~09, 129, 158, 177, 252. 

fQr carrying tht; mai\, 77, 109. 
for an increase of mail facilities; 108. 
for an exchange of ~ail conveyance, 179, 

200, 209, ~20, 
to procure pay for services in Millouri 

war, 46, 47, 55, 82. 
JEFFERSON COUNTY- . 

I,'ec::ords of ~ be transcribed, ~40. 
JONES COUNTY-

act to a\1thorize the Recorder to transcribe 
the record!! Qf' 158, 177. 

s1\bstitute for, 128, 155. 
,JUDSON, DAVID-

for the relief of, 196, 214,230 •. 
KEOKU~-

aet to incorporate, 32, 34, 37,39,46. 
KING, D. M.- • 

to keep a ferry, 99, 112. 
f.,AND OFFICE- . 

resolution for, 71. 
act far, 85. 

l-AND PUBLIC-
nett proceeds of salel of, 255, 260, 263. 
to provide for the selection Qf, 259. . 
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LIBRARY, STATE-
relative to, 118, 147, 175. 
management of, 79,106,108, 110, 132,160, 

183 .. 
LIBRARIAN-

appointment of, 168,205,230,248. 
LICENSE-

regulating grocery, 106,136,155,174,230. 
LOAN-

to provide for, 163~ 179, 182, 198,208. 
LEE COUNTY-

to provide for the payment of jurors in, 165; 
178, 191, 230, 255. 

additionaljlisticeofthe peace in Montrose town-

.. 

.. ship, 184, 197. 
town of West Point in, to re-locate the public • 

square, 185. 
LUCAS COUNTY-

act to organize, 154, 162. 
MADISON AND WARREN COUNTIES--

to locate the seat of justice of, 99, 113. 
MARINE HOSPITAL---

joint resolution for, 105, 113; 
MARION COUNTY--

to auth.,rize the judge of probate to trans
cribe records, 68, 72, 77, 110. 

MEMBEBS AND OFFICER!\---sworn, 46,24. 
:MESSAGE---

from the Governor, 11. 
from the House of Representatives, 10,21,32,35, 

38,57,64,65,46,48,50,51,67,74,81,87,88, 
97,102,103,109, 112, 114, 122, 129, un, 183, 
136,140,146,148,152,155,157,160,163,165, 
166,175,181,185,188,194,196,198,203,207, 
211, 220, 222, 229, 238, 240, 242, 250, 252, 
259,266,269,271,272. • MEMORIAI.--
ofl William G. Woodward, 160, 170. 
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MEMORIAL-

INDEX. 

Ja 81 ,21 
for increase of mail fl\ciliues, 87, 60, 99, 10, 0._ 

he 'sl re ·Wi nsin 199,229, 254~. 
260, ... 63. 

M IT Y POSTS -
for he es abli-s en ,12, 150, 65, 

230,243,255260 263. 
M IT Y A 

resolution for a grant of land to. ElODstructr 
09, 9, 2 25 263 

Secretary of State to obtain a platt of, 100. 
M A AN 

to keep a ferry, 55, 105, 196. 
M QU KE R ER • for the improvement of, 114, 110, 130 • 
M NR C y--

resoitltion relative to, 34, 45, 259. 
M RR R OR ---2 ,22 240 
MUSCATINE ISLAND---

for e i ov nt f 46,47,55 81. 
NEWSP APERS---

ur ed me b rs, 7 
OFFICERS 0 T 8 AT ---

election of, 5 
ts 0 ega d, ,41, 

PETITION---
f c ens Du que unt 

of John Sheller, and 50 others, 34. 
f W iam hilip nd olb ,3 

of John W. Clark and 54 others, 41. 
f c ens Po cou ,72 

of Benton county, 82. 
f J W ht 15 her 91. 

of Wm. McCormick aDd 100 others, 91. 
f c ens Fo Mad n, i ee unt 19. 

of Wiltam Green and 80 others, 124. 
f T mas an ot I, 1 • 

Diqiti 
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PETITION-
of Iowa City manufacturing C64ny,136. 
of citizens of Jefi"erson and Van Buren counties, 114 
of citizens of Clayton county, 144. 
,of citizens of the town of Pittsburg, 145. 
of G. C. Montague and 160 others, 151. 
of citizens of Clayton county, 160 • 

. of Israel Lichtbarger and 150 others, 56. 
of citizens of Monroe and Davis counties, 182. 

. of citizens of Buonaparte, in Van Buren county, 190. 
of citizenA of Scott county, 204. 
of F. Schwabe 'and 20 others, 56. 
of Andrew Abrams and 160 others, 62. 

PITTSBURG-
.townof, to vacate a part of, 115,175,205,243,263. 

POETICAL-75. 
POOR-

to repeal the act for the relief of, 108, 162,208. 
POTTA WATAMIE-

relative to, 73, 81,83, 86, 214. 
• • PRACTICE-

in the district court, relative to, 101, 133,139, 141T 
197, 260, 263. 

PENITENTIARY -
resolution relative to, 33, 36, 37. 
act relative to, 44, 57, 102, 157, 172, 211, 
. 215, ~17, 226,232,243. 

, POSTAGE-
on letters and newspapers, 6. 

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE-

PRINTING- . 

election of, 5. 
addreas of, 5, 273. 
absent, 21,22 .. 
resolution of thanks to, 249. 

relative to, 167,201,229 •. 
incidental, 6. • 
of Journal" 41, 47, 
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424 INDEX, 

PRINTING- , 
of acts.:! resolutions, 205, 255, 260, 26:t 
of laws in newspapers, 215, 253, 260, 263. 
superintending of, 188, 212, 230. 

RAIL ROAD-

ltEPORT-

from Dubuque to Keokuk, to accept the survey 
of, 35, 57, 104. 

to provide for the making of, 168, 196,260, 266 f 

272. 
from Da\'enpol't to Council Blt!ff's relativl! to, 92, 

93,94. 
joint resolution in favor of Mr. Whitney;s projecl. 

of, 104, 112. 

of Treasurer, 37. 
of Secretary of State, 10,23. 
of Auditor, 23, 
of ordered to be printed, 23. • 
of Superintendent of Public Instrtictii:lrl; 31. 
ordered to be printed, 37. 

REVENUE"":' ' 
for State and county purposes; 116, 176,272. 

ltEMONSTRANCE-
of citizens of Johnson county; 119. 

ROYSTON, BARNEY-
scat contested, 68; 232 j 271. 

ROAD-
, 

plank from Montrose to Keokuk, 166, 168, 171, 19Z, . 
229,264. 

from Delhi to Independence, 60, 87, 109. 
from Cedar rapids to Marengo, 63, 87, 109, 110. 114. 
from Mrs. Fessler's to the roac1leading to Columbus City j 

65,67,68, 110, 112. 
froln Pella to Fort Des Moines; 104, 133, 140. 
from Menona to Fort Atkinson, 88, 90, 99, 112. 
from DrakeS\'ille to Albia; 220, 241, 255, 260. 
from Burlingtolt to Fort Madison; 114, 1I6 j 1!27, 260. 
from EddY'"illc to Bloomfield, 110; 115. 
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ROAD-
from Dubuque to Bl1nket's landing, 154, 168,229,254. 
from Quasqueton to Mississippi river, 175, 193. 
irom Fairfield to Indian Boundary, 188,201,230. 
from Fairfield to Keokuk, 212, 270. 
from Osk'llloosa to Montezeuma, 226, 252, 255, 264. 
from Grandview to Bloomington, 227, 252,271. 
from Johnson county tf) Dallas county,' 227, 252, 255, 

260,263. 
from WashiIigton to Montezuma, 242,259. 

REGISTER OF THE LAND OFFICE-
to furnish information, 76. 

ROBERTS, CAPT, B. S.-
sword and trophies from, 16I. 
Secretary of State to present, 161, 211, 

229. 
thanks to, 162, 178, 197,256,261. 

RlJLES
adopted,4, 
committee to prepare, 28. 

SEAT-
of Barney Royston contested, 8, 63, 232, 271. 
Freeman Alger, 6. 
government relative to, 107, ~:n, 232. 

SENATE-
organized, 3, 6. 
Secretary of, elected, 5,23. 
to inform the House, 28,'166,209. 
Secretary of, thanks to, 27I. 

SECRETARY OF ST ATE-

SCOTT COUNTY-

Teport of, 10, 10, 23. 
to furnish pens, ] 44. 
tJ collect certain papers, 78, 95, 
104, 108,109, 123, 175, 203. 
to record State roads,.88, 91, 104, • 

219. 

to repeal the township orgauization of,204, 
252,254,260,263. 
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SCHOOLS-

INDEX. 

actsupplemental to the act providing fOJ; management 
and distribution of; 243, 249, 272. 

normal, 154, 182, 185, 190.' 
common, act ~stablishing, ~O, 225, 235, 242. 
relative to, 132,1'48, 157, 172,164 •• 
;W;endatory to the act establishing, 40, 110, 115, 23b. 

SHERIFFS- " 
appointment and duties of, 150, 151, 153, 169, 195. 

SLAVERY- ' 
for the restriction of, 22, 132, 138. 

SETTLERS-
persons entering the improvements of, to pay, 136, 

138, 143, 148. . 
STATE DEBT-

act to fund, 115,134,142. 
SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC IFSTRUCTION-

STATE PRINTER-
report of, 37. 

election of, 153. 

SWINE-
act establishing-, 109, 113, 139. 

to restrain, 106, 134, 141, 175. 
SKUNK RIVER-

for the improvement of, 109, 113, 139. 
TELLERS- . . 

appointed, 24. 
TOWNSEND, W. S.- • 

to keep a ferry, 32, 33, 39. 
TREASURER OF STATE-

TURNER, W. H.
report of, 37. 

employed as enrolling clerk, 101. 
TERRITORY OF U. S.-

TAX-

resolution relative to, 157, 187, 188. 
to be spread on journal, 207. 
(see appendix.) 

additional, 158, 177,208. 
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INDEX. 

TAX~ 

road, 196, 214. 
commissi.oners of Jackson- county to levy, 228~ 253. 

U. S, SENATORS-

UNIVERSITY -

election of, 24,25,26,27,209,210. 
resolution I)oncerning; 23. 
Qertificatea of, 29, 30, 210. 

427 

supplemental to act establishing, 242, 245, 252. 
branch of at Fairfield, 185,201, 207, 223, 228, 

233,234, 235, 256, 259,260,263,264,269. 
270. 

branch of at Dubuque, 225, 232. 
land donatect to, 254. 

UNITED BRETHREN-
relative to, 199,213,217. 

V AN BUREN COUNTY-
to establish additional election pre .. 

cinct, 38, 42, 62. 
tim~ of holding courts in, 169. 

WEED, JAMES- , 
to construct a graded road, 121,195. 

WEST POINT-
act to re-Iocate a part of, 211, 230. 

WAY-
right of granted, 155, 237, 239, 269. 

W APSI~INICON RIVER-
for the improvement of, 229,237, 270. 

WALLACE, JOSEPH AND WM. SICOR-
for relief of, 230, 

237,239. 
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