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JOURMAL
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Y

 GENERAL ‘ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF 10WA,

Becuw and held at the Capitol, in Iowa City, on Monday, the third
day of January, A. D. 1848, by virtue of, and pursuant to the
Proclamation of the Governor, dated the third day of December;
A.D. 1847.

At 12 o’clock, M., the House was called to order by Francis C:
Porter, Assistant Clerk of the last regular session, (Silas A. Hud-

_son, the Chief Clerk, being absent,) who proceeded to call a roll

of the members ; and upon the call, the following named members
answered, to wit :

From the County of Lee—Jesse B. BrownE, WILLIAM STEELE;
Wirriam J. Cocuravw, Josian CrirTox.

From the County of Van Buren—Ax~pErson McPrErzIN, Dub-
ey Harpy, R. B. Wirroversy; and Georee MoNTAGUE.

From the Counties of Davis and Appancose—ANDrEW LEEcH:

From the Counties of Marion, Polk} Dallas and Jasper—Jonn N
Kinsman.

From the County of Des Moines—AvrLrrep Hesarp, Josrvua
Hovrraxp, Davip E. Brarr.

From the County of Henry—Jonx T. Morton, A. UrpEcRAFF,
and Tuomas WricHT.

From the County of Louisa*—Wricar WiLLiams.

From the County of Washington—StewarT GoODRELL.

From the County of Keokuk—NnLSON«i{mc;

From the County of Mahaska— _ ¥
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From the County of Muscatine—EL1ian SErLs.

From the Counties of Johnson and Iowa—SmyrLey H. Boxnam.

From the County of Scott—James McManvus. '

From the County of Clinton—Wirriam. E. LerrivewerL.

From the County of Cedar—Nzvisox Ratusux.

From the Counties of Linn and Benton—Rosert Smyrh.

From the Counties of Jackson and Jones—Grorce F. Grrex,
and Syrvester G. MaTsox.

From the Counties of Dubuque, Delaware, Clayton, Fayette,
Buehanan and Blackhawk—Micraer O’Briew.

From the County of Jefferson—James R. Barrey, WiLriam
H. Lvyoxs.

From the County of Wappéllo—

From the County of Monroe—

From the County of Muscatine, Johnson and Iowa—Irap C.

Dav.

The Assistant Clerk reported a quorum present—-Whereupon

On motion.of Elijah Sells,

Stewart Goodrell was appointed Speaker pro tem.

On motion of Mr. Morton,

J. Scott Richman was appointed Chief Clerk pro fem.

On motion of Mr. Leffingwell,

James L., Parmer was appointed Assistant Clerk pro fem.

On motion of Mr. Smyth, ‘

Amos Stone was appointed Sergeant-at-Arms pro tem.

On motion of Mr. Sells,

Peter Conby was appointed Fireman pro fem.

On motion of Mr. Bonham,

Peter Ewing was appointed Messenger pro fem.

On motion of Mr. Morton,

The rules of the last session were adopted as the rules of this
House pro fem.

Mr. Morton presented the credentials of William Edmundson,
member elect from Mahaska County.

Mr. Hebard presented the credentials of T. L. Sergent, as mem-
ber elect from Des Moines County.

Mr. Leffingwell presented the credentials of Josiah Kent as a
member elect from Lee County.

Mr. Bailey presented the credentials of George Weyand, as a
member elect from Jefferson County.
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On motion of Mr. Sells,

A committee consisting of three was appointed to examine the
credentials of members elected since the ad_]ournment of the last
session of this House.

The Speaker pro fem appointed Mr. Sells, M. Leﬂ"ingwell and
Myr. Morton said committee.

On motion of Mr. Sells,

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Tuesday Morning, January 4, 1848,

The House met, pursuant to adjournment.

The Journal having been read,

Mr. Sells, from the committee appointed to examine the credentials
of new members, have examined the same, and have instructed me
' to report that— -

T. L. Sergent, of Des Moines County, George Weyand, of Jef-
ferson County, Josiah Kent, of Lee County, and William Edmund-
son, of Mahaska County, are entitled to seats as members of this
House.

And thereupon, the said members came forward and severally
took and subscribed the oath required by the constitution.

Mr. Montague moved that the House do now proceed to the elec-
tion of Speaker. .

Mr. Hebard moved a call of the House,

‘Which being had, Messrs. King, Anderson and Reynolds were
reported absent.

The absent members were sent for, pending which Mr. Day mov- -
ed that a further call ‘of the House be dispensed with, which was
not agreed tc.

Mr. Lyons moved that a further call of the House be dxspensed
with. _

Mr. Olmstead called for the ayes and noes, which were had.

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Bonham, Bailey,
Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Kent, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons,’
Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Smyth, Sergent, Weyand,
and Willoughby.—18.

Those who voted in the negatne were Messls Blair, Brown,
Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmundson, Hebard; Goodrell, Hol-
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land, McManus,McPhernn Morton, Rath'bun Sells Steele Upde-
graff, Wright-and: Williams =—18. Tetoog ooy

So the motion was lost. e "

Mr. King, one of the absent members, was reported present,
when a further call of the House was dispensed with.

Mr. Morton moved that the motion of Mr. Montague be so
amended that the election of Speaker should be viva voce.

And on the amendment, the ayes and noes being desired by two
members, were as follows:

Those who voted in the affirmative were Messrs. Anderson,
Blair, Bonham, Browne, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmundson,
Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman, Leffingwell, McManus,
Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff and Williams.—21.

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Bailey, Day,
Green, Hardy, Kent, Leech, Liyons, Matson, McPherrin, Montague,
O’Brien, Olmstead, Smith, Sergent, Wright, Weyand and Willough-
by.—17.

The amendment was carried. ‘

The question then recurring on the adoption of the motion as
amended, the same was agreed to. ’

Mr. McPherrin offered the following resolution :

Resplved—That a Speaker, Chief Clerk and Assistant Clerk,
Sergeant-at-Arms and Fireman, constitute the officers of the House
of Representatives atthis session.

Mr. Morton moved to amend the resolution by adding to the list
of officers therein named a Messenger.

On which amendment the ayes and noes being desired by two
members, were as follows :

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Blair, Bailey, Browne, Cochran,, Clifton, Comstock,
Day, Edmundson, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, Leffingwell,
Lyons, Matson, McManus, McPherrin, Morton, O’Brien, Rathbun,
Sells, Smith, Steele, Sergent, Updegraﬁ' Wright, Williams and
Willoughby.—-28.

Those who voted in the negative were Messrs. Bonham, Green,
Hardy, Kinsman, Kent, Leech, Montague, Olmstead and Weyand:
—9. .

So the resolution was amended.

The question then recurring on the adoption of the resolution as
amended,

The same was agreed to. '

The House then proceeded to the election of Speaker.
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Mzr. Sells nominated Jesse B. Browne, of Lee County, for Speak-
er.
Mr. Matson nominated Robert Smyth, of Linn County;’ for
Speaker.
The names of the members being called in alphabetical order, the
vote was as folloys :

For Jesse E Browne, - - - - 19 votes.
For RobertSmyth, - - . - - 17 «
For SmyleyH. Bonham, - - - - 1 o«
Blank, - - - - - < - 1 «

Those who veed for Mr. Brow ne were—

Messrs. Andeson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock Edmund-
son, Hebard, Hdand, King, McManus, McPherrin, Morton, Rath-
bun, Sells, Steelt Updegraff, Wright and Williams.

Those who veed for Mr. Smyth were—

Messrs. Bonkm, Bailey, Day, Green, Hardy, Klnsman, Kent,
Leech, Leffingwll, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead,
Sergent, Weyaniand Willoughby. \

Mr. Smith ved for Mr. Bonham.

Mr. Browne tted blank.

No one havingreceived a majority of all the votes cast,

A second elecon was had, with the following result:

Mr. Browe received - - -

; - 19 votes.
Mr. Smyth  « - - - - 17 «
Mr. Bonhn « - - - - 1 «

Mr. Browndid not vote.

And before je result was announced, Mr. Sells moved that Mr.
Browne be ex¢sed from vofing.
- Mr. Leéfingrell here roseto a point of order.

The Sparke decided the motion to be in order.

Mr. L7in/well appealed from the decision of the chair.

Whia fppal was not sustained.

The wstpn then came up on the motion of Mr. Sells to excuse
Mr. Bwne from voting.

Upcwhich question the ayes and noes bemg demanded, those
who wd in the affirmative were—
Mess. Anderson, Blair, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock;
Edmyson, Goodrell, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, King, Kinsman,
« Kent[eManus, McPherrin, Morton, Montague, Rathbun, Sells,

SmytSteele, Sergent, Updegraff, Wright, Wlllxams and Willough-
by—!
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Those who voted in the negative were—

Messrs. Bailey, Day, Green, Leech, Lefﬁngwell Lyons, Mat-
son, O’Brien and Olmstead.—9.

So Mr. Browne was excused from voting.

Those who voted for Mr. Browne were—

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Constock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, McMmaus, McPherrin,
Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, erflt and Williams.

Those who voted for Mr. Smyth were—

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Greene, Hard} Kinsman, Kent,
Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, OBrlen, Olmstead,
Sergent, Weyand and Willoughby.

Mr. Smyth voted for Mr. Bonham.

Mr. Browne having received a majority of all be votes cast, was
declared duly elected Speaker of this House.

Messrs. Olmstead and Sells conducted the Spdker to the Chair,
when he returned thanks for the honor conferre(ilpon him.

On motion of Mr. Montague,

The House proceeded to ballot for Chief Clerk

"Mr. Morton nominated Wm. H. Wallace, of knry County, for
Chief Clerk.

Mr. Lyons nominated John S. McClure, of DdMomes County,
as Chief Clerk.

The House accordingly proceeded to ballot for hief Clerk.

The ballots having been taken and counted, it ajeared that

Wm. H. Wallace received - - - 19 votes.
John S8, McClure  « - - - - 18 «
Blank - - - - - - - 1 <

No one having received a majority of all the vote casx, 3 second
balloting was had, which resulted as follows:
Mr. Wallace received - - - - \7 wes.
Mr. McClure < -+ - - - Bt
James L. Parmer “ - - - - ‘
J. Scott Richman « - - - - -
Blank « - - - -
No one having received a majority of all the votes caéa. thlrd
balloting was had, with the following result:

o

i

— s

Mr. Wallace received - - - - 18 ve.
Mr. McClure ¢« - - - - - 15 '
Mr. Richman, ¢ - - - - 4

Blank S L - - - - 1
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No choice.
On motion of Mr. Montague,
The House proceeded to the election of Assistant Clerk.
Mr. Day nominated James L. Parmer, of Dubuque, for Assis-
tant Clerk.
“Mr. Goodrell nominated Francis C. Porter, of Mahaska County.
The ballots being taken and counted, it appeared that

James L. Parmer received - - - 20 votes.
Francis C. Porter ¢ - - - - 17 ¢
" Blank “ oo - - - 1 «

James L. Parmer having received a majority of all the votes cast,
was declared duly elected Assistant Clerk of this House,

On motion of Mr. Goodrell,

The House then proceeded to ballot again for Chief Clerk.

The ballots having been taken and counted, the result was as fol-
lows :

J. Scott Richmanreceived - - - 26 votes.:
Wmnm. H. Wallace “ - - - - 8 ¢«
Jno. S. McClure “ . - - - g «
Blank' « - - - - 5 13

. J. Scott Richman having received a majority of all the votes cast,
was declared duly elected Chief Clerk of this' House,

My, Sells offered the following resolution:

Resolved—That the Secretary of State be requested to furnish

each member of this House with a copy of the Journals of the last -

session of the House of Representatives, and with a copy of the
laws of the General Assembly, and the Revised Statutes. o

Mr. Cochran moved to amend the resolutlon by striking out the
words “ and the Revised Statutes.”

The amendment was accepted by Mr. Sells, and the xe,sélution as
amended was adopted.

Mr. Sells moved that the House proceed to elect Sergeant-at-
Arms. ,

Myr. Morton moved a call of the House,

Which being had, Messrs. Cochran, Chfton, McPherrin and Rey-
nolds were réported absent.

The Sergeant-at-Arms was despatched for the absent members,

- Pending which Mr, Leffingwell moved that a further call of the
House be dispensed with.

Which was agreed to.

’
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The 'House then proceeded to the election of Sergeant-at-Arms,
Mr. Hardy nominated Amos Stone.
Mr. McManus nominated Hawkins Taylor.
The ballots having been taken and counted, Sells and Oimstead
acting as tellers, it appeared that :
Hawkins Taylor received - - - 20 votes.
Amos Stone “ - - - - 18 «
Mr. Taylor having received a majority of all the votes cast, was
declared duly elected Sergeant-at-Arms.
On motion of Mr. Cochran,
The House proceed to elect a Messenger.
Mr. Morton nominated H. H. Hendricks.
 Mr, O’Brien nominated M. McWilliams.
The ballots having been taken and counted, it appeared that—
H. H. Hendricks received - - - 20 votes.
M. McWilliams « - - - - 18«
Mr. Hendricks having received a majority of all the votes cast,
was declared duly elected Messenger of this House.
On motion of Mr. Montague, ’
The House proceeded to elect a Fireman,
‘Mr..King nominated Jacob Koltrider.
Mr. Montague nominated Peter Conboy.
The ballots having been taken and counted, it appeared that
- Peter Conboy received - - - - 20 votes.
- Jacob Koltrider ¢ - - - - 18 «

Mr. Conboy having received a majority of all the votes cast, was
declared duly elected Fireman.
The officers elect then came forward, and were duly sworn to dis-

charge the duties of their several offices according to the best of
their abilities.

On motion of Mr. Morton,

A committee of two was appointed to wait on the Senate, and in-
form that body that the House was now organized and ready to pro-
ceed to business.

" The Speaker appomted Messrs. Mortonand Leﬁingwe]l said com-
mittee.

Mr. Montague offered the followmg resolution :

Resolved—That the Chief Clerk receive proposals in writing for
performing the incidental printing of this House.

M. Sells moved that the resolution be laid on the table.



, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 11

Upon which question the yeas and nays being demanded were
ordered, and

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Anderson, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmundson,
King, McManus, McPherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Up-
degraff, Wright, Williams and Mr. Speaker—16. »

Those who voted in the negative were—

Messrs. Blair, Bonham, Bailey, Day, Goodrell, Greene, Hardy,
Hebard, Holland, Kinsman, Kent, Leech, Leﬂingirvell Lyons, Mat-
son, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Smyth, Sergent Weyand and
Willoughby-—22.

So the House refused to lay the resolution on the table.

Mr. Morton then offered the following substitute :

Resolved—That the Chief Clerk be, and he is hereby authorised
to employ the Iowa Standard to do the incidental printing of this
House, during the present session, at the prices fixed by law.

Mr. Goodrell moved to amend the substitute by inserting between
the words ¢ prices” and ¢ fixed,” the words “to be,”” which amend-
ment was accepted.

The question then came up upon the adoption of the substitute as
amended, on which the yeas and nays being demanded,

Those who voted in the affirmative were— .

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Bonham, Cochran, Comstock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Holland, McManus, McPherrin, Morton, Rathbun,
Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Wright, Williams and Mr. Speaker.—
18. ‘

Those who voted in the negative were——

Messrs. Bailey, Clifton, Day, Green, Hardy, Hebard, King,
Kinsman, Kent, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Moptague,
O’Brien, Olmstead, Smyth Sergent Weyand and Willoughby.—
20.

So the substitute was lost,

The question then recurring on the original resolution,

Mr. Comstock moved to lay the same on the table till to-morrow
morning.

On which motion the yeas and nays being demanded,

Those who voted in the affirmative were— '

Messys. Anderson, Blair, Bonham, Cochran, Comstock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, McManus, McPherrin,
Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, erght Williams and
My, Speaker.—20. .
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Those who voted in the negative were— .

Messrs. Bailey, Clifton, Day, Greene, Hardy; Kinsman, Kent;
Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead,
Smyth, Sergent, Weyand and Willoughby.—18.

So the resolution was laid onthe table.

Mzr. Sells offered the following resolution:.

Whereas, it is represented that the seat of the former member of
this House from the County of Jasper, in the district composed of
the Counties of Polk, Dallas and Jasper, has since the adjournment
of the General Asesmbly, in February last, become vacant by the
resignation of that gentleman, and his removal from his district—
Therefore

Resolved—That a committee of five members be appointed, with
power to send for persons and papers, to investigate the facts of the
case, and to make report thereof to the House as early as practica-

ble.

Mr. Bonham moved to lay the preamble and resolution on the
table. )

And upon this question the yeas and nays were demanded.

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Greene, Hardy, Kent, Leech,
Lyons, Matson, Montague, Smyth, Sergent, Weyand and Willough-
by.—14.

Those who voted in the negative were—

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, Leflingwell, McManus, Mc- .
Pherrin, Morton, O’Brien, Olmstead, Rathbun, Sells, Steele; Upde-
graff, Wright, Williams and Mr. Speaker.—23.

So the resolution was not laid on the table. )

The question then recurring on the adoption of the resolution, the
yeas and nays were demanded.

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, »Hebard, Holland, King; Leflingwell, McManus,
McPherrin, Morton; O’Brien, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff,
Wright, Williams and Mr. Speaker.—22,

Those who voted in the negative were—

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Greene; Hardy, Kent, Leech;
Lyons, Matson, Montague,; Olmstead, Smyth, Sergent, Weyand
and Willoughby.—15. .
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So the resolution was adopted, and

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Sells, Goodrell, Hebard, Smyth
and Bonham said committee.

Mr. Sells offered the following resolution :

Resolved—That the Delegates of the Whig State Convention be
allowed the use of this Hall on Wednesday, the 5th inst, at 12
o’clock, M.

Which was adopted.

Mr. Edmundson gave notice that he would on to-morrow, or some
future day, introduce a bill for the vacation of certain Territorial and

county roads.

On motion of Mr. McManus, -

The House adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock.

Wednesday Morning. Jan'uary, 3, 1848,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Morton presented the petition of 250 citizens of Henry coun-
ty praying for an amendment of an act entitled an act to provide for
the navigatian of Skunk River, and moved that the reading be dis-
pensed with and that the petition be referredto a select committee
of one*from each electoral district bordering on Skunk river.

The motion was decided in the affirmative. '

The Speaker appointed, Messrs. Morton of Henry county, Steele
of Lee, Holland of Desmoines, Weyand of Jefferson, Goodrel of
Washington, King of Keokuk and Edmundson of Mahaska said .
committee.

Mr. Olmstead offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the chief Clerk be authorized to furnish each
member of this House with twenty-five copies weekly of such news-
papers, published in this city, as they may direct.

Mr. Goodrell moved to amend the resolution by inserting 20 in the
place of 25, which was accepted, and the yeas and nays being de-
manded on the adoption of the resolution as amended those who voted
in the affirmative were, Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Bonham, Bailey,
Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Day, Edmundson, Goodrell, Greene,
Holland, King, Kinsman, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Mc-
Manus, McPherrin, Morton, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Rath-



14 i JOURNAL QOF THE-

Lun, Sells, Smyth, Steele, Sergent, Updegraff, Wright, Weyand;
Williams, Willoughby and Mr. Speaker—35.

Nays—None.

So the resolution as amended was adopted

Mr. Cochran offered the following resolution, which was adopt-
ed.

Resolved, That the chief clerk of the House be and he is hereby
authorized to make arrangements with the Post Master in Iowa City
in relation to the postage of members of the General Assembly.

Pursuant to previous notice, -

Mr. Edmundson introduced H. R. file No. 1. A Bill for an act in
relation to Roads—which was read a first time.

Messrs. Bissell and Browning, a committee from the Senate, were
announced, and informed the House that the Senate was then organ-
ized and ready to proceed to business.,

The Speaker laid before the House a communication from Charles
R. Lisk, which was read, and on motion of Mr. Olmstead the same
was laid upon the table. )

A message from the Senate by Mr. Russell, their secretary:

Mr. Speaker:—

I have been directed to inform this House that—

Messrs. Bradly, Springer and Benton have been appointed a com-
mittee on the part of the Senate, to wait upon the Secretary of State
and ascertain if he had any communications from the Governor to the
General Assembly. ,

Messrs. Morton, Hebard and Lyons were appomted said commit-
mittee on the part of the House.

The committee retired and in a few moments returned, bringing
with them a message from the Governor.

Which on motion of Mr. Sells was read, as follows:

GENTLEMEN oF THE SENATE,
aNp House or RepRESENTATIVES:

The ninth section of the fifth article of the ‘Constitution of this
State, provides that the Executive “may on extraordinary occasions;
convene the General Assembly by Proclamation, and shall state to
both Houses, when assembled, the purpose for which they shall have
been convened.” Believing that the interests and welfare of the
State called for the exercise of the power thus conferred upon the
Executive, I issued my Proclamation convening the General Assem-
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bly, at Iowa City, on the first Monday in January, 1848. You have
assembled in obedience to that proclamation, and I now proceed to
state, as concisely as possible, the “purpose”'for which you have

been convened. _ .
Qur Laws relatlve to Common Schools, in my judgment, call for

your immediate and careful attention.”: The.people of Iowa have
ever manifested an earnest and commendable zeal in the spread of
education, and, especially, in the establishment of an efficient-and
permanent system of Common Schools. Of such prominent impor-
tance is this subject in their estimation, that they have made the
most ample provisions in the Constitution for the spread of education
and the support of common schools; and, also, enjoined upon tha
General Assembly, in an imperative manner, the duty of: carrying
out those provisions.

The act of the General Assembly, approved February 24th 1847,
entitled “an act supplemental and amendatory to an act to establish
Common Schools,” approved January 16, 1840, provides, “That
there shall be annually an election onthe first Tuesday of April, in
each School District, for the purpose of choosing three Directors,
who shall hold their office until thejr successors are -elected;” that
“at each annual township election, there shall be a School Inspec-
tor elected, who shall hold his office for.one year, and until his sue-
cessor shall be elected;” that “at the next annual township election
and tri-annually thereafter, there shall be a Superintendent of Public
Instruction elected, who shall hold his office for three years, and un-
til his successor shall be duly elected and qualified;” and that “at
the next annual township election, in every organized county in
this State, there shall be selected a school fund commissioner for the
county, who shall hold his office for two .years, and until his suc-
cessor is elected and qualified.”

Soon after its approval, and previous to the last townshlp elec-
tions, the law was published in several of the newspapers of the
state. ‘Supposing the law to have taken effect, and to be in force,
the people, on the first Tuesday of April last past, and at the last
townshlp elections, elected the officers above enumerated. The
highest judicial tribunal of the. state has since decided, that at the

time those elections were held, the School Law of 1847 was not in
" force, and that the elections, so far as those oﬂicers were eoncerned
were void and of no effect.

As it is understood the law is now in force, and as it expressly
repeals all School laws heretofore in force, it seems the .people, at
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the present time, have a school law, but no officers to carry out the
provisions of that law.

Some of the school officers thus elected have ¢ntered mto bends,
and have endeavored to discharge their duties under the law; and
among others, the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Some of
them, however, remain inactive and uncertain as to the line of con~
duct they ought to pursue. ~To be thus situated, is extremely em-
barrassing and detrimental to the cause of education,

The School Law of 1847, would probably be so constructed as to
authorise the election of school officers at the coming township elec-
tions; but as much confusion undoubtedly prevails.in the minds of
the people touching their duty under the law, I respectfully re-
commend that this subject receive your earliest and most earnest at-
tention, and that such measures be taken as will decure to the peo-
ple as speedily as possible, the benefit of the liberal provision made
in the constitution for the spread of education and the’ support of
common schools. * : ‘

In connexion with the foregoing, I would respectfully invite your
attention to an act of the General assembly, approved February 25th,
1847, entitled “an act'to provide for the management and dlsposmon
of the School Fund.” 'The eighth section of this act provided “that
the manner of seleétix'\g the Five thundred] thousand acres of land
mentioned in the second section of the tenth article of the Constitu-
tion, and the disposition thereof, for the support of schools, shall
be as follows, to wit: Any person capable of contracting, having
settled upon public lands, the quality whereof and the improvements
thereon will, in the opinion of the Fund Commissioner of the coun-
ty, render the selection a safe and profitable pne, may in writing sig-
nify to said Fund Commissioner his or her desire to have the same
recognized as School land, and thereupon the same, not exceeding
three hundred and twenty acres, shall be returned by said Fund
Comymissioner, with the date of their selection, to the Superintendent
of Public Instructlon, to be by him reglstared a8 lands selected b
the State under the grant from Congress referred to. After. wh:c{
the said Fund Commissioner shall proceed to contract with. such set-
tler for a sale thereof.”

The seventeenth section of the act prov1des that “t.he Supermten-
tendent of Public Instruction shall report, from time to time, all se-
lections made under the eighth section of this act, to the Secretary of
the Treasury of the United States, and to the proper Land Office.”
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Sections made according to the provisions of the eighth section
of this act, have been reported to the General Land office by the
gentleman elected as Superintendent of Public Instruction. The re-
port has been returned, as incorrect and invalid, on the ground that
the selections thus made, conflict with the General Land Office in-
structions of August 6th .1'847, in reference to State selections un-
der the act of Congress of 4th September 1841, entitled, “an act to
appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands and to
grant pre-emption rights.” The 5th section of those ‘instructions
makes it important and necessary that the selecting agent of the
State ““should make such careful and thorough preliminary examina-
tions as will enable him to select lands to which may exist no valid
claim by pre-emption or otherwise ;”” and the sixth section provides
that «if, notwithstanding such precaution, the State shall hereafter
select lands which shall be found to be interfered with by any pri-
or or better claim or claims, the selections, to the whole extent of
such claim or claims, will of course be null ande void.” It ‘will
readily be perceived from the foregoing instructions, that it is not
contemplated by the act of Congress, above referred to, to surrender
to the States any land covered by any valid claim by pre- emptlon
or ‘otherwise.” Consequently, the law of this State,———allowmg
persons having claims upon the public lands by virtue of improve-
ments thereon; to register them as lands selected by the State, and
then "to purchase them from our own State officers, conflicts, in a
very material point, with the instruetions from the General Land
Office. It is of the utmost importance to the cause of eduéatiofl in
this State that these selections should be made as soon as practicable.
In order to accomplish this object, our'laws relative to the "ﬁiak’ihg
of those selections, must harmonize with the reqmrements of the
General Government. I trust that this subject, also, will receive
your early attention, The circular of Instructions from the Gen-
eral Land Office of August 6th, 1847, the selections réported by tile
Superintendent of Public Instruction, together with a letter from the
General Land Office-of November 3d, 1847, relative to those seTec-
tions, will hereafter be presented to you. It isa source of regret
that so much' confusion prevails in our Statute Laws. The 1nterests ‘of
the stata, in my opinion, call for a revision of those laws as soon ‘as
practicable. Should you coincide with the executive in this opm—
ion, I would respectfully recommend that a commissioner or com-
missioners be appoinied to revise tge code; and that they be instruc-
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ted or required to report their proceedings at the next regular ses-
sion of the General Assembly.-

The Penitentiary of this State is in an unfinished and inefficient
condition, It is important that the provisions of the act of the Gen-
eral Assembly, approved February 25th, 1847, relative to the ap-
pointment of an agent, by joint resolntion of the General Assembly,
to make the necessary contracts for completing the building, should
be carried into effect; and I would therefore suggest that this snb-
jeot receive your prompt attention.

Since the close of the last session of the General Assembly, all of
the Judges of the Supreme Court of this State, who held their offi-
ces by virtue of appointments under the General Government, have
resigned. The eighth section of the fifth article of the Constitution,
provides that “when any office shall, from any cause, become va-
cant, and no mode is provided by the Constitution and laws, for fill-
ing such vacancy, the Governor shall have power to fill]such vacan-
¢y, by granting 2 commission, which shall expire at the end of the
next session of the General Assembly orat the next election by the
people,” as, in my opinion, the contingencies contemplated by the
Constitution, had arisen, I filled the vacancies thus occasioned, by
granting commissions, which will “expire at the end of the next ses-
sion of the General Assembly.”

The question may possibly be started, whether the Constitution
intends that these commissions shall expire at the end of a regular
session of the General Assembly, or whether it will be so construct-
ed as to render the provision above mentioned, applicable, also, to a
special session? It can be gathered from the Constitution, that the
people of this State are determined to retain as much power in their
-own hands, as they can consistently with a proper and judicious
~ Administration of the affairs of the Government, as all history and

experience teach, that where power is vested in any one man, it is
liable to be perverted and abused, they have thought proper, in or-
der to prevent any temptations to -such abuse, to withhold, as a gen.
eral rule, all power from their State officers except such as is abso.
lutely necessary for the performance of their official duties. Conse-
+ quently, so far as the power of appointment is concerned, the Execu.
tive of this State is clothed with that power only when a vacancy i
office occurs, for which no provsion is made in the Constitution, anc
laws ; apd it is further provided that even those appointments shal
exist no longer than until the people can fill such. vacancies, eithe
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by their.own immediate action, or in the manner provided by them.
As the Executive is thus restricted—as the power would probably
not have been granted could it properly have been withheld,~—and as
it appears clear that it is the intention of the Constitution that the
people shall exercise this power as soon as they have an opportunity
so to do, I am strongly inclined to ‘the belief that these commissions
expire st the end of the present session of the General Assembly;
and that, if it was the intention of the powers of the Constitution that
they should expire at the end of the next regular session, they would
have so couched the provision in question, instead of using the lan-
guage in which it stands clothed.

Should you concur in the opinion of the Executive, it will be your
duty to elect 2 Chief Justiceland two Associate Justices, in accord-
ance with the third section of the sixth article of the Constitution.

We have emerged from a Territorial into a State Government—

shave taken our stand among our sister States, and are therefore en-

titled to be represented by two Senators in the Senate of the United

States. Many questions of vital importance will come before that

body for its consideration during the present session of Congress.-—
War exists between this country and Mexico. Congress has de-

clared, by an almost unanimous vote, that this war was commenced
“by the act of Mexico.” The Administration is advancing the na-

tional honor and character, by conducting this war in a thorough and

energetic manner, while at every stép the olive branch of peace is

extended to the enemy. They have rejected all terms of peace
heretofore offered. The vigorous prosecution of the war on the part

of our Government, is more or less opposed by a very respectable

portion of our fellow-citizens; and the enemy will, undoubtedly,

continue to reject our proffered terms of peace, until it is ascertained

whether that opposition will gainthe ascendency in the republic.—

The voice of Iowa, therefore, should be heard, and her true senti-

ments felt, in the Senate of the United States. Under such circum-

stances, it is believed by the Executive, thatthe duty of electing

Unifed States Senators, according to the provision of the Constitu-.
tion, will be by you, speedily and harmoniously performed.

_As it is, unquestionably, the desire of the people, that the affairs of
State should be conducted as economically as possible, consistently
with their interests, I have recommended and briefly communicate -
upon those subjects only, which, in my judgment, immediately affect
those interests; and I would respectfully suggest that your attention-
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should, at the present session, be confined to those matters in which
they are thus concerned, and that, as ageneral rule, all local legisla-
tlon be deferred until the regular session of the General Assembly.
*ANSEL BRIGGS.
Towa City, January 3d, 1848,

Mr. Morton introduced the following resolution:

Resolved,—That the rules of this House at the last session of the
Legxslature be adopted for the government of this House during this
session.

Which was adopted.

On motion of Mr. Comsrock the resolution relative to printing
was taken from the table. When Mr. Morton offered the follow-
ing joint resolution as a substitute which was read a first time:

Resolved,—By the General Assembly of the State of Iowa: That
the Secretary of the Senate and the Chief Clerk of the House be and _
they are hereby authorized to receive proposals in writing for the
incidental printing of the Senate and House and communicate the
same to each body as soon as practicable and that the lowest respon-
sible bidder do said printing at the rates fixed in his bid and no more.
#s. Mr. Cocarar moved that the chief Clerk be authorized to[ furnish]
2000 copies of the Governor’s Message for the use of this House.

Mr. Harpy moved to substitute 1000 in the place of 2000 copies.
Pending which Mr. Bonaam moved that the same be laid on the ta-
ble subject to the order of the House which was agreed to.

On motiou of Mr. OLustEaD the House adjourned untll to-mor-
row morning at 10 o’clock.

Thursday Morning, January 6, 1845,

The House met, pursuant to adjournment.

After the reading of the Journal, the following Standing Commit-
tees were announced :

Or Ways amp Means—Messrs. Hebard, McPherrin, Goodrell,
Sergent and Smyth.

Jupiciary—Messrs. Morton, Leﬁingwell, Cochran, Day and
Lyons.

Ox Craius-—Messrs. McManus, Wllhaml Wright, McPherrin
and Kent.
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Ox Scmoors—Messrs. Smyth, Edmundson, Hardy, Matson and
McPherrin,

O~ T Mitiria—Messrs. Cochran, Weyand, Montague, ng
and Willoughby.

O~ ExrorrLep Brrrs—Messrs. Day and Sells.

On~ Enxcrossep Binrs—Messrs. Lyons and Williams.

Ox Exrenpitrures—Messrs. Goodrell, O’Brien, Blair, Com-
stock and Bailey.

Ox Roaps anp Hrieuways—Messrs. Bonham, Kent, Clifton,
Edmundson and Holland.

Ox Counry axp Townsuir Onreanization—Messrs, Lefling-
well, Olmstead, Updegraff, McPherrin and Willoughby.

Ox Pusric BuiLpines—Messrs. Steele, Anderson; Greene,
Leech and Sergent.

Ox New Counries—Messrs. Comstock, Montague, Anderson,
Leech and Kinsman.

Ox AericurTure—Messrs. Bonham, Clifton, Wright, Hardy
and. Blair,

O~ Eircrions—Messrs. Sells, Leffingwell, Morton, Willough-
by and Goodrell.

O~ IncorroraTions—Messrs. Cochran, Hardy, Olmstead, Mc-
Manus and Morton.

On motion of Mr. Hebard, )

'A Comumittee on “ Public Works” was added to the list of Stand-
ing Committees.

Messrs. Hebard, Blair, Williams, Hardy and Montague were ap-
pointed said Committee.

Mr. Green presented the petition of 762 cxtlzens of Jackson
County, praying for the passage of a law for the re-location of the
county seat of Jackson County.

And on his motion, the reading of said petition was dispensed
with, and it was referred to the members from Jackson and Jones
counties.

Mr. Smyth presented the petition of 137 citizens of Franklin
Township, in Linn County, relative to the case of H. Gillett, who
has settled upon Section 16, in said township, and made valuable
improvements.

And on his motion the reading was dispensed with, and it was
referred to the Committee on Schools.
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Mr. Goodrell presented the petition of 23 citizens of Washing-
ton County, asking for an alteration of the School Laws.

And on his motion the reading was dispensed with, and, referred
tothe Committee on Schools.

The Speaker laid before the House the Auditor’s Report, which
was read by the Chief Clerk, as follows : ,

REPORT.

Stare oF Iowa, I3
Avprror’s Orrics, Jax. 3, 1848, §

Gentlemen of the Senate and
S House of Representatives :

In accordance with the requirements of law, I have the honor to
submit the following statement of the revenues, taxable funds, re-
sources, incomes, and property of the State, known to this office ;
also the expenditures and disbursements of the fiscal year which
closed on the 30th of November last, together with an estimate of
the appropriations necessary to be made for the present year.

It affords me pleasure to report to you that the revenue of the
year 1847 will be fully equal to the current ‘expenses of the State,
and the payment of interest on the loan; though the revenue will
not yield as muchas was anticipated, in consequerice of its not going
into operation until after the assessment was made, yet the levy in
July was made under the new law.

From the returns received from the several counties, it appears
that the aggregate value of property taxed within the State amounts
to $11,277,139, which, at two mills on the dollar, yields a revenue
of $22,554 27; deduct from this, say 30 per cent, for delinquen-
cies and expenses of collection, and we have the sum of $15,788 00.

The annual expenses of salaries, interest on loan, &c., amount to
$15,250 00. If, therefore, there had been no session of the Gen-
eral Assembly this year, we should have been able to meet all our
liabilities with promptness. The loan of $55,000 has enabled the
State to maintain her credit at home, and keep the warrants issued
from this office at par. The first six months interest on the loan,
which is required to be paid semi-annually at the Philadelphia
Bank, amounting to $2,730 23, has been remitted to John B. Tre-
vor, Esq., of Philadelphia, for that purpose.
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The Treasurer of State has received during the year, up to the
1st of November, the sum of $60,782 36, and paid on warrants
during that time, the sum of $59, 184 36. The interest paid to
holders of warrants is not included in this amount. During the
year, up to the 1st of December, the warrants'drawn on the Treas-
urer, amount to $52,103 17.

By a provision of the Constitution, “no money can be drawn
from the Treasury, but in consequence of appropriation by law.”
Several laws are in force, requiring compensation to be made on
the performance of certain services ; but as appropriations were not
made to cover them, I deemed it my duty to suspend the allowance
of such claims, and submit the same to the General Assembly,. and
ask for appropriations to meet them, which will be found under the
proper head. I would respectfully suggest that there be a general
contingent fund set apart to meet such cases, which should only be
used where the law is plain requiring the payment of money, and
the appropriation has been neglected.

By the act of the 8th of February last, relative to the Miner’s
Bank of Dubuque, I was required fo issue a warrant on the Treasu-
rer, to the President, Directors & Co. of that institution, or their
assigns, for any balance of debt or interest that might be‘due from
the Territory of Jowa, on their surrendering to me the evidences of
debt executed by the Territorial Agent. On the 6th day of May,
an injunction from the District Court of Dubuque county, was serv-
ed upon me, at the instance of the Trustees appointed to wind up
the affairs of the Bank, enjoining me-not to audit and allow the debt.

On the 24th of June, the notes and evidences of debt were pre-
sented to me for settlement by the assignee of the Bank. Upon an
examination of the question, I discovered that an assignment of the
effects of the Bank, and of the notes given by the Territorial Agent,
had been made several days previous to the taking effect of the act
appointing the Trustees, and helieving it to be an improper interfe-
rence of .the Court with my duties as a2 government officer, I dis-
charged the injunction, and issued my warrant on the Treasurer for
the sum of $6,931 23. I have since been served with a notice to
appear before the Distriet Court of Dubugue county, to show cause
why an attachment should not issue against me for contempt. I ap-
peared before the Court, at its last session, and was fully acquitted,
and the rule against me dismissed. Thus has ended this wvexed
question with the Miner’s Bank, which has been before the Legis-
lature, in some shape or other, for the last ten years.
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By a reference to the tabular statements herewith submitted, it
will be discovered that great inequality in the valuation of property
exists in the several counties, which proves one of two things, either
that in some counties, a large amount of property escapes taxation,
or that the assessment is made ata very low rate; and no doubt
both causes have their effect. It would be well to require of the
assessors to procure from the land office, annually, an abstract of
the lands sold in their respective counties. The registers will cheer-
fully furnish such an abstract for a small fee, which should be paid
for out of the County Treasuries. It is estimated that the sum of
$500 has been added to the Taxes of Johnson County this year,
by such an abstract, which would have been wholly lost with-
out it.

By a ecomparative statement of the value of property in 1846 and
’47, herewith submitted, it will be perceived that, while in most of
the counties there has been a gradual increase, in the counties of
Cedar, Desroines, Muscatine and Scott, there has been a great de-
crease, and as it is well known that there has been a large addition
to the population of those counties the past year, it must be attribu-
ted to an imperfect valuation.

The tables which follow, showmg the several kinds of property
taxed, and for what purposes, have been made up from the best in-
formation T could obtain from the several commissioner’s clerks.—
Though there is no law reqniring them to specify the several kinds
of property, they have generally very promptly complied with my
request, by furnishing the items. Some have objected to do so,
because the County Commissioners will not compensate them for
their labor. 1 would, therefore, suggest that such services should
be pald for out of the Couhty Treasuries, and that the clerks be lia-
ble to a penalty in case of neglect or refusal to dlscharge the duty.

The Commissioner’s clerk of Dubuque County has neglected to
furnish an abstract of the assessed value of property in that county
since the year 1843, consequently there has been nothing charged
in all that time. Some time since I authorized the Prosecuting At-
torney of the district to institute proceedings against the Clerk by
mandamus, to compel him to discharge his duty. At the last Court
the cause came up, and a premptory mandamus was ordered out
against him.

- The assessment next year, under the new law, will' doubtless
bring much property on the lists that has heretofore escaped taxa-
-tion, yet there will certainly be a great deficiency in the révenue to
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meet all the expenses and liabilities, and also those which will grow
out of your present session; which ought to be provided for imme-
diately. I would therefore suggest the propriety of effecting an ad-
ditional loan of $25,000, which can in all probability be obtained
within the State at a reasonable interest.

The warrants drawn on the Treasurer, when there is no money
on’hand, depreciate in value from ten to fifty per cent. I think this
could in a great measure be obviated, if the warrants were printed
in the style of bank notes of the denominution of ten, twenty and
fifty dollars, and allowed to draw as much interest as we would be
willing to pay for a loan, they would then probably circulate on a
par with bank paper throughout the State, and become a circulating
medium amongst our citizens ; if such a plan was adopted, a loan
would be unnecessary. An appropriation of $250 will furnish a
plate and the printing of warrants sufficient for three or four years
Some specimens are herewith submitted. 1 would suggest that a
sinking fund be established, to which should be appropriated annu-
ally the sum of $5,500, for the purpose of meeting the awount ob-
tained by loan, which will be due in the year 1857. .

By estimates herewith snbmitted, it appears that it will be neces-
sary to raise the present year the sum of $24,686. 00. To accom-
plish this the levy for State .purposes should be increased to three
mills'on the dollar. ’

In some of the States 1t is made the duty of the Auditor, after he
has ascertained the amount of property assessed, and the amount it
will be necessary to raise for the year, to make the levy and in-
form the county officers accordingly. By this means a greater tax
than is actually needed, is not imposed upon the people. Whether
such a system would be proper in this State, I am not prepared to
say.

_ Of the tax levied in 1846, amounting to $7,454 42, only $4,830
75 has been paid mto the Treasury. .
I am using every means within my power to enforce a more
- prompt settlement” with the County Treasurers, than has been the
practice under the territorial gdvernment. Accounts have been
sent to the Prosecuting Attorneys of several counties, with instrue-
tions to use the most. cfficient measures to enforce the collection of
the sums now due. The sum of $5,186 stands charged on the
books of this office against the treasurers of twenty-one of the

!
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counties, prior to the year 1847. How much of the amount can be
collected, I am unable to estimate.

Respectfully submitted,
JOS. T. FALES.

N

A DETAILED STATEMEN T,

Of the Receipts and Disbursements during the year ending 30th No-
vember, 1847.

RECEIPTS.

Amount of tax paid to M. Revo, Esq., Treasurer.

From the County of Appanoose, for 1846, - - $ 995
“ Benton, « “ . - - © 10 35
“ “ Cedar, « “ . - - 126 00
“ ¢ Clayton, ¢« 1845, 46, - - 70 33
“ « Clinton, «“ 1846, - - 90 34
“ s« Davis, “ “ oL - - 108 00
¢ « Delaware, ¢« 1845, - - 28 90
“ “ Des Moines, ¢ 1844, 45, 46, - 969 00

.« “  Dubuque, « 1846, - - 242 43
“ ¢ Henry, “ 1844, 46, - - 445 178 -
e « Towa, « 1846, . - 3 50
« Jackson, ¢ 1844,°4b, 46, - 112 83
« “ . Jefferson, ¢ 1844, °45, 46, - 276 01
“ “ Johnson, ¢ 1846, - 296 77
“ “ Jones, “ 1846,47, - - 102 00
« “ Keokuk, ¢« 1846, - - 52 48
“ w Lee, « 1846, - - - 705 24
« «  Linn, .« 1845,%46,°47, - 404 72
« “ Louisa, ¢« 1844,°46, - - 232 11
“ “ Mahaska, ¢« 1846, - - 38 10
“« “ Marion, ¢ 1846, - - - 25 00
“ “ Monroe, ¢ 1846, - - 25 00
w « Muscatine, «“ 1843, - - - 259 80
& « Scott, « 1846, - - 285 44

$4,880 08
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Amount brought forward, - - - - - $4,880 08
From the County of Van Buren, for 1846, - - - 595 97
“ ¢ Wapello, <« 1845, ’46, - 72 31
« « Washington, < 1846, - - 194 00
Total amount of tax received, - - - - $5,782 36

Amount of loan received through Wm F. Coolbaugh 55,000 00

$60,782 36

DISBURSEMENTS.

Amount of Warrants draun upon the Treasury for the payment of
Appropriations made by law for the purposes specified.

For General Appropriation Bill, - - - - $20,221 07
C. A. Robins, for seal, - - - - - - 55 00
E. Cutler, Jr., for indexing and distributing laws, T 300 00
A. H. Palmer, for printing and binding laws of 1847, 2,105 68
Charles Mason, as Attorney, Iowa vs. Missouri, - 200 00
Silas Foster, for printing laws in the Standard, - 179 00
A. H. Palmer, “ « Reporter, - 109 00
A. P. Wood, “ “ Tribune, - 18 00
Geo. Greene, « “ Express, - 18 00
A. Sanders, “ “ Davenport Gaz. 6 00
Edwards & Broadwell, for printing Journal of H. R. 1,199 87
M. Mobly, Assignee Miner’s Bank of Dubuque, - 6,931 23
A. H. Palmer, for printing Journal of the Senate, - ¢ 818 27
¢ “ School Laws, pamphlet, - 33 10

Wmn. F. Coolbaugh, for expenses and services in pro-
curing loan, - - - - - - 600 00
Convention of 1844, - - - - - - 1,128 00
« 1846, - - - - - - 3,812 96
Governor’s Salary, - - - - - - - 1000 00
Secretary’s do. - - - - - - - 500 00
Auditor’s do. - - - - - - - 600 00

Treasurer’s do. - - - - - - - 400 00

“
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Librarian’s Salary, - - - - - 112 50
Lessee of Penitentiary,, - - - - - 233 96
Expenses of Penitentiary, - - - - - 289 00
Deputy Sheriff of Supreme Court, - - - 13 50
‘Governor’s Contingent Fund, - - - .- 500 00
Secretary’s do. - - - - 300 00
Auditor’s do. - - - - - 300 00
Treasurer’s  do. - - - - 300 00
Librarian’s do. - - - - - 75 00
Judges Supreme Court Salaries, - - - - 2,413 88
do. District do. - - - - - 2,000 00
Fund for arresting Fugitives from Justice, - - 400 00
Interest on Loan,up to January 1, 1848, - - - 2,730 23
Public Buildings, Iowa City, - - - - 2,200 00
$52,103 17

————

AN ESTIMATE
of ﬂpp'ropria;ions necessary to pay for services required by law.

Comi)ensation of Agent to select Salt Springs, - - - $800 00
Costs due Dubuque County, U. S. vs. William Ev-

ans, etal, - - - - - - - 1,286 00
Salary of Superintendent of Public Instruction, - - 1,200 00
Contingent Fund for do. do. - - 150 00
Reports of the Supreme Court, - - - - - 750 00
Expenses of Penitentiary, - - - - - 500 00
Fees of Sheriff in Supreme Court, - - - - 50 00

 J .

$4,736 00
OTHER ESTIMATES.

Warrants outstanding, - - - - - $5,700 00
Expenses of present Session, - - - - 9,300 00

——
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Amount of Revenue of 1847,

Amount necessary to be raised in 1848, -

Of the Organized Counties in the Year 1846, with the mames olf
County Commissioner’s Clerks, County Treasurers, the valae of

priated, -

A LIST

$40,486 00

15,800 00

- $24,686 00

—_—

the

Property taxed, and the amount levied for State purpqses, at three-
SJourths of @ mill on the dollar. ' '
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Appanoose, (J. F. Stratton, |Jesse Wood, $21,79¢ 16 35
Benton, D. S. Pratt, S S Morse, 14,793 11 90
Cedar, W, K. Whittlesey| Robt M- Long, 433,756 325 70
Clayton, Robert R. Reed, D D Walke, 138,124 104 43
Clinton, Jobn P. Seliss, |E Dunning, 155,612 115 77
Davis, Israel Kister. D Trallinger, 168,574 126 43
Delaware, |John W. Clark, |H A Carter, 70,988 53 32
Des Moines,|R. W. Dolbee, |G Blickhahn, 1,671,890 1,253 92
Dubuque, |G [, Nightingale,|C J Leist, No Return
Heunry, N Lathrop, H W Snyder, 673,040 504 78
Towa, G W Kitchens, |John B Irwin, 12,070 9 07
Jackson, S S Fenn, Robert Reed, 287,121 215 34
Jefferson,  |John Shields, Jesse Woollard,| 484,539 262 90
Johnson, S B Gardner, Thos;Snyder, 517,248 387 93
Jones, B Whittemore, |J B Ryan, 142,496 108 87
Keokuk, J B Whisler, E Shockley, 105,952/ = 79 46
Lee, D McCready, R A Russell, | 1,368,458 1,026 34
Linn, Alpheus Brown, |A R Sausemau,| 496,572 372 43
Louisa, 8 W Kirkpatrick,|G F Thomas, 395,490 296 61
Mahaska, |F C. Porter, Geo W Baer, 85,870 64 40
Marion, Joseph Clark, |D T Durham, 32,745 24 56
Monroe, D C Barber, John Webb, 24,635 18 48
Muscatine, |Z Washburn, J M Kane, 732,680 549 51
Polk, Lewis Whitten, 354 2 65
Scott, John Pope, A H Miller, 406,452 304 83
Van Buren, |J L T Mitchell, |G B Alexander| 1,019,002 764 25
Wapello, J C Tolman, J Baker, 140,408 105 85
Washington, |R H Marsh C S Cleaves, 340,557 255 41
$9,939,221/87,454 43
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AMOUNT

Due fromthe Treasurers of the following named Counties, previous to
the year 1847,

Appanoose, - - - - - - - $6 40
Cedar, - - - - - - - - 259 69
Clayton, - - - - - - - 197 19
Clinton, -~ - - - - - - - 92 20
Delaware, - - - - - - - 68 68
Des Moines, - - - - - - - 1,448 83
Dubuque, - - - - - - - 417 29
Towa, - - - - - - - - 8 59
Jackson, - - - - - - - 255 07
Jefferson, - - - - - - - - 74 86
Johnson, - - - - - - - 85 03
Keokuk, - - - - - - - 9 45
Lee, - - -, - - - - - 48 00
Linn, - - - - - - - - 80 23
Louisa, - - - e e 95 25
Muscatine, - - - - - - - 1,051 42
Polk, - - - - - - - - 2 65
‘Scott, - - - - - .- - - 111 68
Van Buren, - - - - - - - 702 31
‘Wapello, - - - - - - - - 40 24
Washington, - - - - - - - 131 68

* $5,186 74

Annexed is a Tabular Statement of the Organized Counties, with
the names of the Commissioner’s Clerks, Treasurers and Prosecu-:
ting Attornies—the aggregate amount of Property taxed—the amount
levied on the same for State purposes at two mills on the dollar—
also the County, Poll and School Taxes so far as the same has been
reported for the year 1847,
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those years :

THE FOLLOWING TABLE

Shows the Value of Properly taxed in each County in the Years 1846
and 1847, and the comparufwe increase or decrease in the value in
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Appanoose, $21,795 27,532  $5,747]

Boton, 14,793 ¥ 19,299 4506,

Cedar, - 433,756 415,105 : $18,651

Clayton, 138,124 234,218 96,094

Clinton, 155,612 172,637 17,025

Davis, 168,574 225984 57410

Delaware, 70,988 76,921 5,933 .

Des Moines, 1,671,890 1,459,170 212,720

Dubugque, Noreturn]

Henry, 673,040 707,634, 34,591

Towa, 12,070 16,835 4,766

Jackson, 287,121 552,127 65,006

Jefferson, 484,339  603,424] 119,085

Johnson, 517,248, 608,737 91,489

Jones, 142,496/ 175,414 32,918

Keokuk, 105,952  153.248| 47,296

Lee, 1,368,458| 1,655,532 287,074

Linn, 496,572 511,223 14,651

Louisa, 395,490,  538,496| 143,006

Mahaska, 85,870 171,232| 85,360

Marion, 32745 65478 32733

Monroe, 24,635  35.978| 11,343

Muscatine, 732,680 693,008 39,672

Polk, 354 51,488 51,134

Scott, 406,452 383,121 23,331

Van Buren, 1,019,002 1,276,000] 256,998

Wapello, 140,408 237,945 97,5639

Washington, 340,557 386,302 45,745
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LIS'I" OF COUNTIES IN THE STATE.

[Those in Italics are not organized.]

Alamakee,
Appanoose,
Benton,
Blackhawk,
Boone,
Buchanan.
Cedar,
Clarke,
Clayton,
Clinton,
Dallas,
Davis,
Decatur,
Delaware,
Des Moines,
Dubuque,
Fayetle,
Fremont,
Henry,
Towa,
Jackson,
Jasper,

' Jefferson,

Johnson,
Jones,

Keokuk,

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
- 47
48
49
50
51

Leé,
Linn,
Louisa,
Lucas,
Madison,
Mahaska,
Marion,
Marshall,
Monroe,
Muscatine,
Page,
Polk,
Pottawatamie,
Powesheik,
Ringgold,
Scott,
Story,
Tama,
Taylor,
Van Buren,
Wapello,
Warren,
Washington,
Wayne,
Winnesheik.
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: A’P prop.  County School
Counties. Clerks. Treasurers. | Pros. Attorneys.| Taxed. State tax.] Tax* [PollTax.| Tax.

1 Appanoose,’J F Stratton, Jesse Wood $2’7 53 $55 06| $110 12, $91 59/ $13 76
2 Benton,. D S Pratt, D S Pratt I M Preston 19 29 3889 7719 3360 965
3 Cedan, W K Whittlesey,|W K Whittlesey |J P Cook 415,105 830 21}1,972 00] 312 00 207 23
4 Clayton, |Rcbert R Reed, [Robert R Reed |Rbuben Noble £34,218| 468 43; 936 87} 262 00, 117 1I
6 Clinton, |T B Buiterfield, [Robert Bedford |W E Leflingwell | 172.637 3456 27

6 Dallas, S K Scovell, ; 7,926, 15 87 20 50,

7 Davis, Wm Cameron, |Wm S Stephens (S S Carpenter £25,084| 451 96| 903 92 428 00] 225 98

8 Delaware, iJobn W €laik, |Ira W Green 76,9211 153 84| 307 68 106 50 38 46

9 Des Moines W M Wallbridge, Geo Blickhahn |Jas W Woods 1,489,170 2,918 345,836 68] 993 00| 1,469 17
10 Dubugque, |G L Nightingale,(1 P Van Hagen |L A Thcmas No| Returns.{ .°

11 Henry, N Lathrop, H M Snyder 707,634] 1,415 26|2,769 45, €63 00, 698 81
12 ITowa, G W Kitchens, [Robert McKee Geo W Kitchens 16,826 33 67| 67 3 44 50 8 41
13 Jackson, |Stephen Decatur,(S S Fenn F Bangs 352,127 704 25/1,3063 45| 523 00, 331 31
14 Jasper, Jesse Richman, {Seth Hammer ‘ 15,115 30 23] 60 4 44 50 7 585
15 Jefferson, [Saml. H Bradley, —— Ford — [Geo Acheson €03,424| 1,206 €4 673 60!

16 Johnson, |S B Gardner, Hiram Watts H D Downey €08,737] 1, 218 95 2,793 38 360 50/ 611 73
17 Jones, C C Rockwell, - |Wm Sterling C C Rockwell 175,413 350 83 701 66/ 194 00{ 87 50
18 Keckuk, |Sedley C Harris,/Joel Long : 163,248 306 50) 612 99 308 00 153 25
19 Lee, Eli Stoddard, |Robt A Russell 1,655,532] 3,314 00(4,900 39 1,255 00| &27 56
20 Ljun, Alpheus Brewn, |W M Harris D P Palmer 511,223| 1,022 44/2,044 89, 387 50| 255 61
21 Louisa, S W Kirkpatrick,|S Townsend E H Thomas 538,496 1,080 83(1,621 44/ 378 50; 270 21
22 Mabaska, Moses McLean, (G W Baer . 171,282| 242 46] 684 92 338 50, 342 46
23 Marion, |James F Wilson, |1 H Walters E G Starfield 65,478| 130 95| €61 51) 2556 00] 65 47
24 Monroe, |D C Barber, John Webb 35,978 71 95/ 143 91) 119 00 35 97
25 Muscatine, (N Halleck, F H Stone W G Woodward | 693,008| 1,387 76/2,7756 00| 321 50 345 65
26 Polk, Lewis Whitten, Jas Campbell Thos Baker 51,488 ’102 97| 209 95 206 00| .
27 Scott, John Paope, A H Miller A W McGiegor 383,121} 771 21:1,642 82, 311 50, -386 40
28 Van Buren,'John D Mitcbler,(G B Alexander |G G Wright 1,276,000, 2,731 52 4,164 04/1,033 00/1,309 46
29 Wapello, |A J Rodenbaugh,/Joseph Leighton, 237 045/ 475 89 ‘817 23| 661 50| 113 54
30 Washington/R H Marsh, Caleb S Cleaves,/Wm. Churchman 386 302) 772 60/1,5645 20; 356 00| 193 1&




Exhibiting'the number of Polls, the number of acres of Land assessed in the several Counties, with the value thereof—the va

A TABUL AR STATEMENT,

of the several kinds of Property in each County, so far as the same has been retirned for the year1847.
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_Appanoose, | 183 1,775 $8,415 $14] $747 %250 $1,500‘$6,081 $5,773| - $562|$1,761'$1001$2,276 §- {
Benton, 67 2,393 5,821 , 787 R 5,008 4,360 225 1,100/ 80| 1,255] 25|
Cedar, 624| 75,2031 283,692 23977 1,281} 7,235 3,752 25,706] 41,332 3,922] 8,574 14,3390 180) 1,
Clayton, 524 146,650| 24,000, 1,824] 5,300; 5,000 22,085 16,541 575| 4,220 280 6,292 200] 1,
Clinton, 26,454) 98,414/ 16,077 3,060{ 1,000/ 4,700 20,101 18,581} 1,278| 2,550 70! 6,676/ 50
Dallas, 41 1858 - 930 . 2,433 1,050 183 342 850 :
Bavis; 856] 33,851| - 115,756! 2,173 2,604] 5,250| 2,115 28,117)-38,705|. 5,777} 8,331} 310[12,202! 250| 4,
Delaware, | 211| 25,6562 48,055 684 675 500 10,455{ 9,231| 1,141| 2,049| 100 3,974|
Des Moines, 1986 1,145,796/ included | 11,032 81,900{ 10,080, 47,481| 76,778| 11,032 13,325 31,443| 3250] 4,
Dubuque, NojReturns in lands.| . o . : . ‘

Henry, = 11326177,480| 492,525/ 25,171} 9,229)24,450| 5,708|39,139] 60,165 8,436/15,4091 25:23,825 18,
Towa, - | 89; 1,994] 3,846 725 .| - . 4,480} 3,250{ 382} 1,482 2,060, 75
Jackson, - 11046 " No Refurns. .. . . FURE R S
Jasper, 89t 495 89 561 362 733 600 4,536{ 3,615 . 403 -1,105{ 30| 2,148 30
Jefferson, |13471181,058 402,488 30,486/ 6,462 14,195! 2,225!42,046! 57,288, 12,564! 14,746 23023,010) 250!
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Mr. Day offered the following resolution:

Resolved—That this House will discourage local legislation, and
the introduction of any business not recommended for consideration
by the Governor’s Message.

Mr. Cochran moved tolay the resolution om the table.

Pending which Mr. Matson offered the following substitute :

Resolved—That the action of this House be confined principally
to the subjects recommended in the Governor’s Message, and that
legislation in local matters be dispensed with except in eases of ab-
solite necessity.

And on the adoption of the substxtute the ayes and nays were de-
manded. »

" Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Kent, Leech,
Lyons, Leffingwell, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Smyth,
Sergent, Weyand and Willoughby.—18.

Those who voted in the negative were—

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock Edmund-
son, Goodrell Hebard, Holland, King, McManus, McPherrin, Mor-
ton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams and Mr. Speaker.
—19.

So the substitute was lost.

The question then recurred on Mr. Cochran’s motion to lay the
resolution on the table, and decided in the affirmative.

Yeas 19—Nays 17.

And the yeas and nays being demanded, °

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Holland, King, Kinsman, McManus, McPherrin,
Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Williams and Mr.
Speaker.

In the negative—

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Green, Hardy; Hebard, Kent,
Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead,
Smyth, Sergent, Weyand and Willoughby.

Mr. Comstock gave notice that on to-morrow, or some future day,
he would ask leave to introduce a bill to amend an act passedat the
last session of the General Assembly, relative to Grocery Licenses.

Mr. Montague gave notice that he would, on some future day,
ask leave to introduce a bill for an act to establish Common Schools.

Mr. Morton gave notiee that he would ask leave to introduce a
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bill for an act to re-locate portions of certain roads therein named.

Mr. Leffingwell gave notice that he would, on some future day,
ask leave to introduce a bill to divide this State into five Judicial
Districts.

Mr. Edmundson gave notice that he would, on some future day,
introduce a bill to amend an act, . entitled ¢ An Aet to divide the
State of Iowa into Judicial Districts.” .

And’also a bill to amend an act entitled “ An Act to divide the
State into two Congressional Districts.”

Mr. Matson on leave introduced the following joint resolution, H.
R. File No. 2.

Resolved—(The Senate concurring,) That the comxmttee of the
two Houses on Schools be instructed to hold joint meetings, and
agree on some system of Common Schools, before any system is act-
ed upon by either House.

Mr. Hardy gave notice that he would en to-morrow, or some fu-

. ture day, ask leave to introduce a bill regulatmg the price of Pub—
lic Printing.

A message from the Senate by Mr. Russell, thelr Secretary :

Mpg. SPEAKER—

I am directed to inform the House of Representatlves that the
Senate have ordered the printing of 2,000 copies of the Governor’s
Message, and 2,000 copies of the Auditor’s Report, for the use of
the General Assembly.

H. R. File No. 1 was read a second time, and referred to the
Committee on Roads and Highways. :
 H. R. File, No. 1. . The joint resolution of Mr, Morton, relatlva
to printing, was read a second time.

When Mzr. Sells moved that the 42d Rule be suspended, and that
the resolution be read a third time now.

Mr. Bonham moved that the resolution be indefinitely postpon-
ed.

Which was not agreed to.

The question recurring on the motion-to suspend the 42d Rule, it
was decided in the negative. v

On motion of Mr. Goodrell,

The resolution of Mr. Morton, relative to printing was taken
from the table.

" Mr. Leffingwell moved to amend the same by striking out « Iowa
Standard,” and inserting Iowa Capital Reporter, which amendment
was agreed to.
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The question was then on the adoption: of the resolution as
amended.

Pending which Mr. Morton moved a call of the House.

A call was had, and Messrs. Wright and Reynolds reported ab-
sent.

The absent members were sent for. :

Mr. Bailey moved that a further call of . the House be dupemed
with, which was not agreed to.

Mr. Wright appearing in his seat, the further call of the ‘House
was dispensed with, .

The question was then stated.

And the ayes and nays being demanded,

Those whe voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Kent
Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O'Brien, Olmstead,
Smyth, Sergent, Weyand and Wllloughby —~18.

In the negatxve-,—-

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, McManus, McPherrin,
Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Wright, leliams and
Mr. Speaker.—20.

Sothe resolution was lost.

M. Goodrell offered the following resolution :

Resolved—That the incidental printing of this House be given to
the Jowa City Standard, the prices of said printing to be hereafter
fixed by law.

On the adoption of this resolution, the ayes and nays bemg de-
manded,

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock,
Edmundson, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, McManus, McPherrin,
Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraﬁ' Wright, Williams and
Mr. Speaker.—20.

In the negative——

Messrs. Bailey, Day, Green, Hardy, King, Kmsman Kent Leech,
Lyons, Leffingwell, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Smyth, Ser-'
gent, Weyand and Willoughby.—18.

So the resolution was adopted,

Mr. O’Brien offered the following resolution :

Resolved—That Mr. Mooney be allowed the use of the Hall thls
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cvening, after the adjournment, for the purpose of giving a publie
Lecture.

On motion of Mr. Rathbun,

The House adjournéd until two e’clock, P. M.

—

2 0’Clock, P. M¥.

Tho Housé met pursuant to adJoumment

My. Comstock gave notice that on to-morrow, or some future day,
he should ask leave to introduce a bilt for the relief of H. H. Hen-
dricks and Edward Pedigo. :

‘Mr. McManus moved that the Governor’s Message be taken up
. and referred to appropriate committees.

Pending which. Mr. Hebard moved that the House resolve itself
nto Committee of the Whole House, for consuieranon of the Gover-
nor’s Message. ‘

Which was agreed to.

And the House sat in Commlttee of the Whole, Mr. Comstock in
the chair, and after some time spent therein, the committee rose and
reported that they had had the Govérnor’s Message under consider-
atidw, and had made sundry réferences, in which they asked the con-
currence of the House.

* The House consurreéd. '

M. Morton, from the select committee, to whom was referred the

etition of sundry citizens of Henry County, praying for the amend-
ment of an act entitled ¢ An Aect to provide for the navigation of
Skunk River,” reported, H. R. File, N¢. 2, a bill for an actto pro-
vide for the &escending navigation of Skunk River, which was read
a first time,

'Mr. Matson asked and obtained leave to introduce the following
resolution :

Resolyed—That the Committee to whom was referred that portion
of the Gvoernot’s Message relating to the Mexican War, be in-'
structed to defer their report until the next Presidential election—
which was agreed to.

" Onmotion of Mr. Leffingwell,
The House adjourned until to-morrow merning at 10 o’clock.
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Friday Morning, January 7, 1 848.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Morton offered the following resolution:

Resolved—That the Free Masons be allowed the use of the Hall
of the House this evening. Which was agreed to.

Mr. Bailey gave notice that he would on to-morrow, or some fu-
ture day ask leave to introduce a bill concerning Costs and Fees.

Mr. Comstock gave notice that he would on some future day ask
leave to introduce a bill to amend the sixth section of an act to pre-
vide for levying and collecting revenue for State and County purpo-
ses.

Mr. Green from the select committee to whom was referred the
petition of the citizens of Jackson County praying for a law to relo~
cate the county seat of said county—reported H. R. file No. 3—*an
act to provide for the re-loeation of the county seat of Jackson coun-
ty 3’ which was read a first time.

A Message from the Senate by Mr. Russell thelr Secretary:

M-r. Speaxer:—1I am directed to inform the House that the Sen-
ate have passed—Senate file No. 2—a bill to provide for locating
and establishing certain roads therein named, and Senate" file No. 3.
A bill torepeal the act allowing the County Commissioner’s Clerk
pay for filing papers. /

In which the concurrence of the House is requested

Mr. Bonham'from the ¢ommittee on roads and hlghways to whom
was referred

H. R. File No. 1, reported the same back to the House and rec-
ommended its indefinite postponement.

The report of the committee was concurred in by the House.

Mr. Leffingwell, pursuant to previous motice introduced H. R.
file No. 4,—¢“An act to divide the State of Iowa into Judicial Dis-
tricts which was read a first time.

H. R. File No. 2, was read a second time. Mr. Morton moved
‘to fill the blanks in said bill—and on his motion the names of L. D.
Woodworth and George Miller were inserted as commissioners from
Henry County.

On motion of Mr. Cochran the name of E. A, Gibbs was inserted
as eommissioner from Lee County.

On motion of Mr. Holland the name of B. F. Ros was inserted
as commissioner from Des Moines County.
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Mr. Bailey moved that the name of Thomas Miller be inserted as
commissioner from Jefferson County.

Mzr. Goodrell moved to strike out the name of Thomas Miller and
insert the name of Vardeman which was not agreed to.

The question recurring, shall the name of Thomas Miller fill the
blank for Jefferson County? It was decided in the affirmative.

Mr. Goodrell moved that the name of Anson Moore be inserted
as commissioner from Washington County ; which was agreed to.

Mr. Goodrell moved to fill the blank relative to slopes with ¢thir-

» ty feet.”
Mr. Morton moved to insert 25 feet, which was agreed to.

Mr. Goodrell offered the following amendment, which was/agreed -
to;

Tnsert before the provision of the 3d section “said commissioners -
shall proceed immediately after the taking effect of this act to locate
said slopes and shall make immediate report of their action to the
Commissioner’s Clerk of the proper county,to be entered of record
and shall receive a proper compensation for their services, to bepaid
to each, by the county in which he shall reside.

Mr. Morton moved that the 42nd rule be suspended and that the
bill be read a third time now—which was agreed to.

So the bill was read a third time, -passed, and the title agreed to.

Ordered, that the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the Sen-
ate.

Joint Resolution, No. 2 was read 'a second time—and on
motion of Mr. Comstock ordered that the 42nd rule be suspended
and that the resolution be read a third time now.

The 42nd rule being suspended the resolution was read a third time
and passed.” .

Ordered, that the Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the Sen-

ate therein.
Mz. Sells offered the following resolution:

Resolved—That the Chief Clerk be required to ascertain the rea-
son why the members of this House have not been furnished with
their portion of the Governor’s Message and Auditor’s Report which
were ordered to be printed by the Senate for the use of the General
Assembly, which was adopted. .

Mzr. Smyth offered the following resolution:

Resolved—That the Chief Clerk of this House be instructed to
have a sufficient number of the list of standing committees printed -
to furnish each member with a copy—agreed to.
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On motion of Mr. Comstock the Message from the Senate was
taken up.

Senate file No. 3 having been read, on motion of Mr, McPherrin
the 42nd Rule was suspended and the bill read a second and third
time and passed and title agreed to.

Senate file No. 2, having been read. Onmotion of Mr. Bonham
the 42nd Rule was suspended, Bill read a 2nd time, when

On motion of Mr. Smyth,

The same was referred to the Committee on Roads and High-
ways.

Mr. Day offered the following Resolution:

Resolved—That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to report
by Bill or otherwise, upon that part of the Governor’s Message, which
recommends a revision of the Laws by Commissioners, on Monday
next—which was adopted.

M. Matson moved that the resolution of Monday, referring to lo-

“eallegislation be taken from the table.

And on this question the ayes and nays were demanded, pending
which,

On motion of Mr. Goodrell,

The House adjourned till 2 o’clock P. M.

2 0’Clock, P. M.

House, met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Day offered the following resolution :

Resolped—That the Senate be requestedto meet this House in
the Hall of the House of Representatives on Tuesday the 11th inst.,
at 2 o’clock P. M. to elect Senators to represent this State in the
Congress of the United States,

- One Chief Justice and two Associates as Judges of the Supreme
Caurt of Towa;

Mr. Morton moved a call of the House, which was had, and the
Sergeant-at-Arms despatched for absent members.

Mr. Day moved a further call of the House be dispensed with,
which was not agreed to.

The absent members appearing in their seats a further call was
dispensed with.
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Mr. Goodrell offered to amend the resolution of Mr. Day by in-
serting after the word ‘Resolved,’ the words, ‘the Senate eoncurring’
which was not agreed to.

Mr. Goodrell offered to amend by inserting after the word, ‘Re-
solved,’ the words “by the General Assembly,” which was agreed
to—and the said resolutionas amended was read a first time.

On motion of Mr. Cochran it was ordered that 500 copies of tha
Auditor’s Report be printed for the use of this House.

Mr. Leflingwell asked and obtained leave to introduge the fol-
lowing resolution: ’

Resolved,—That this House disapprove the suggestion of the Au-
ditor of State in his-commnnication to this House in reference to the
issuing of Warrants upon the State Treasury in the character of
“Bank notes to become a circulating medium throughout the State”
as incompatible with the Constitution and as diametrically apposed
to the character and future prosperity of our State.

On motion of Mr. Comstock, Senate File No. 1 was taken up
and read a first time.

Mr. Olmstead offered the following resolution:

Resolved,—That the use of this Hall be given to the Demoerats
to-morrow for the purpose of celebrating the glorious anniversary
of the victory of New Orleans—which was agreed to.

Mr. Bonham presented the remonstrance of P. H. Patterson and
20 others against the passage of any law to change the place of hold-
ing the Supreme Court.

Joint Resolution Senate File No. 2, was taken up and read a first
time, and on motion of Mr. Sells the 42nd Rule was suspended and
the resolution read a second andjthird time, and passed.

Mr. Bonham moved a reconsideration of the vote on Mr. Olm-
stead’s resolution—and on this quesuon the ayes and nays being
demanded,

Those who voted in the affirmative were,

Messrs. Bonham, Builey, Cochran, Day, Greene, Hardy, Kins-
man, Kent, Leech, Lyons, Leffingwell, Matson, McPherrin, Mon-
tague, O'Brien, Smyth, Sergent and Willoughby—18.

In the negative, (

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Clifton, Comstock, Edmundson, Good-
rell, Hebard, Holland, Ki'ng, MecManus, Morton, Olmstead, Rath-
bun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, VVeyand Willfams and Mr. Speaker
—19
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So the House refused to reconsider the vote.

Mr. Smyth moved to adjourn till to-morrow morning 10 o’clock.

Mr. Comstock moved to substitute Monday morning at 10 o’clock
and on this question the ayes and nays being demanded those who.
voted in the affirmative were,

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, McManus, McPherrin Mat-
son, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraft, Williams and Mr. Speaker
—19.

In the negative,

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Greene, Hardy, Kmsman, Kent

Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead
Smyth, Sergent, Weyand and Willoughby—18."

So the amendment was agreed to.

The question was then on the adoption of the motion as amended—
and the ayes and nays bemg demanded, those who voted in the af-
firmative were,

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Comstock, King, McManus, Morton,

Olmstead, Rathbun, Steele, Updegraff and Mr. Speaker—11.

In the negative,

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Cochran, Clifton, Day, Edmundson
Goodrell, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Holland," Kinsman, Kent, Leech
Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, McPherrin, Montague, O’Brien, Sells,
Smyth, Sergent, Weyand, Williams and Willoughby—26.

So the House refused to adjourn till Monday.

The question recurring on the original motion, it was decided in
the affirmative.

And the House adjourned till to-morrow morning 10 o’clock.

.

Saturday Morning, January 8, (845,

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

After the reading of the Journal Mr. Morton of Henry County
announced to the House the decease of the .Hon. John W. Smyth,
late a member of this House from the county of Mahaska as follows:

Mr. Speaker:—I take this occasion to announee formally to this
House, the decease of the Hon. John W. Smyth, late a member of
this Body from the county of Mahaska; who died at his lodgings in
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this City, on Saturday the 27th day of February 1847, but a few
days after the adjournment of the General Assembly.

In the prime of life—loved and respected by all—vovep for the
many amiable and noble traits of character he possessed, and re-
spected for the ability and integrity which marked his course, his
career of usefulness was closed by one of those inscrutable and aflict-~
ing dispensations of Providence to,which we must bow with resigna-
tion, even while-we feel humbled and afflicted by the stroke.

How proper then, after the excitement and tumult of our organi-
zation have subsided,—to express calmly the feeling which this
melanch&ly event has produced in our hearts.

In accordance with what I believe to be the sentiments of this
House, I move the following resolutions:

Resolved—Thata committee of three be appointed to address a
letter of condolence to the widow and family of the deceased.

Resolved—That the members and officers of this House testify
their respect for the deceased, by wearing the usual badge of mourn-
ing. .

The resolutions were unanimously adopted—and Messrs. Mor-
ton, Hebard and Cochran were appointed said committee.

Mr. Cochran moved that the House do now adjourn until Monday
morning 10 o’clock. And on this question the ayes and nays being
demanded—

Those who voted in the affirmative were,

Messrs. Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Edmundson, Goedrell, Hebard,
Holland, King, McManus, Matson, O’Brien, Olmstead, Sells, Steele,.
Sergent, Updegraff, Wright, Williams, and Mr. Speaker—19.

" In the negative, .

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Greene, Hardy, Kinsman, Kent,
Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, McPherrin, Montague, Rey-
nolds, Smyth, Weyand and Willoughby—17.

So the House adjourned till Monday morning 10 o’clock.

Monday Siorning, January, 10, 1848,

The House met pursuant to adjournment,

Mr. Edmundson presented the remonstrance of 43 citizens of
Marion, Polk, Dallas and Jasper counties, against John N. Kinsman
taking his seat as a member of this House, and,
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On motion of Mr. Morton,

The same was referred to the Select Committee to whom was re-
ferred the facts &c., relative to the right of said Kinsman to hold his
seat in this body.

Mr. Day presented from sundry citizens in the same district re-
questing said Kinsman to continue to act as their {Representative,
and

On motion of Mr. Day,

The petition was referred to same committee.

M. Sells gave notice that he would on to-morrow or some future
day ask leave to introduce a Bill to amend “An act regulating prac-
tice in the District Courts in the State of Iowa,” also

A Bill to amend an act entitled an act to provide for levying and
collecting Revenue for State and county purposes.

Mr. Day gave notice that he would on to-morrow or some future
day ask leave to introduce a Bill to amend an act incorporating the
Town of Bloomington. )

Mr. Lyons gave notice that he would on to-morrow or some fu-
ture day ask lsave to introduce a bill to amend an act entitled an act
to lay out and establish 2 State Road from Iowaville in Van Buren
county to Lancaster in Keokuk county.

Mr. Olmstead gave notice that he would on some future day, ask
leave to introduce a bill to locate a State Road from Quarquaton in
Buchanan county to Elkrador in Clayton county.

Mr. Cochran gave notice that on to-morrow or some future day he
would ask leave to introduce a bill for an act for the relief of Harri-
et O’Reilly, also, .

A Bill to amend an act concerning Wills and Administrators—
Approved Feb. 13, 1843.

Mr. Steele, from the committee on Public Buildings to whom was-
referred that part of the Governor’s Message relative to the Peni-
tentiary, reported,

Joint resolution H. R, File No. 4-—relative to the appointment of
an agent to carry out the provisions of the ‘‘act relative to the Peni-
tentiary”’—approved Feb. 25th, 1847.

Mr. Morton from the Committee on the Judiciary to whom was
referred that part of the Governor’s Message relative to a revision
of the laws, reported, H. R. File No 6, A Bill for an act to provide
for revising and digesting the laws,——read a Ist ‘ime.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Russell, their Secretary:



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 47

Mz. Speaker:—I am directed to inform the House of Represen-
tatives that the Senate have passed,

Senate File No. 4, A Bill for the confinement of prisoners under
the authority of the United States, in the Jails of this State and,

Senate File No. 5, A Bill to change the time of holding Courts
in the second Judicial District.

In which the concurrence of the House is requested

I herewith return

H. R. File No. 2, Joint Resoluticn relative to common schools,
the same having passed the Senate without amendment.

Mr. Hebard, from the committee on Public Buildings, on leave
being granted introduced,

H. R. No. 7, A Bill for an act supplemental to an act creating a
Board- of Public Works, and providing for the improvement of the
Des Moines River, approved February 24, 1847—and on motion

The usual number of copies were ordered to be printed,

H. R. File No. 3, was read asecond time and

On motion of Mr. Gréene,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the Bill read a third time passed
and title agreed to.

H. R. File Ne: 4; was read a 2nd time, and,

On motion of Mr. Kinsman

Referred to a select committee of two from each Judicial Dis-
frict. ]

Messrs. Kinsman, Blair, Rathbun, Leech, Cochran, Green, Com- -
stock, and Bonham, were appointed said committee.

H. R. File No. 5 was read a second time and on motion of Mr.
Morton was laid upon the table.

Senate File No. 1, A Bill reorgamzma the Supreme Court, was
read a second time, and on motion of Mr. Edmundson referred to a
committee of one from each Judicial District.

Messrs. Edmundson, Kent, Leffingwell and Smyth were appomt
ed said committee.

Joint Resolution House File No. 3, was read a second time—
when Mr. Matson moved that the 42nd Rule be suspended and. the
same read a third time now. And on this the ayes and nays-were
démanded—pending: which Mr. Bonham moved to amend by strik-
ing out the-words “by the General Assemhly of the State of Iowa,”
which amendment the Speaker decided notto be in order.

Mr. Cochran moved to amend by striking out the words. Senate
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be requested to’ meet thls House and insert “two Houses thereof
meet”~—and on this question the ayes and nays being demanded those
who voted in the affirmative were,

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Bonham, Bailey, Cochran, Clifton, Com-
stock, Day, Edmundson, Goodrell, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Holland,
Kinsman, Xent, Leech, Lefﬁngwell Lyons, Matson, McManus,
Morton, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Reynolds, Sells, Steele, Ser-
gent, Updegraff, Wright, Weyand, Williams, Willoughby and Mr.
Speaker—37.

In the negative,

Mr. McPherrin, So the amendment was adopted.

The question recurring on Mr. Morton’s motion to suspend the
42nd Rule—the ayes and nays were demanded,

Andthose who voted in the affirmative were,

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Kent,
Teech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead,
Reynolds, 8Smyth, Sergent, Weyand and Willoughby—19.

In the negative,

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmund-
san. Goodrell. Hebard. Holland, McManus, McPherrin, Morton,
Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Wright, Williams and Mr, Speaker—I8,

Two thirds not voting in the affirmative, the rule was not sus-

pended,

Mr. Montague moved to amend by str1k1ng out Tuesday and in-
serting Thursday which was agreed fo. *

Myr. Day offered the following resolution :

Resolved—That the committee on County and Township organiza-
tion be instructed to inquire into the expediency of accepting the lo-
cation made by commissioners of the New Seat of Government.

Mr. Olmstead moved to lay the Resolution on the table which
was agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Goodrell Senate File No. 1, Joint Resolution
for a mail route from Mount Pleasant to Oskaloosa was taken from
the table and read a first time—and on his motion the 42nd Rule
was suspended and the resolution read a second time; when Mr.
Goodrell moved to amend by inserting before the word Richland the
word “Brighton”—which was agreed to.

Mr. Comstock on leave introduced the following resolution:

Reeolved—That the Governor be requested to report to this House
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the amount expended for the: purpose of arrestlng fugrtxves from
Justice.

Mr. Morton moved to amend by msertmg between the word “the®
and “amount”—*items of the” which amendment was acceptedw—
and the resolution as amendgd was adopted.

Mr. Sells offered the following resolution’:

Resolved—That the use of this Hall be granted to the Anti-Capi-
tal punishment, and prison-discipline’ Society this evening for the
purpose of holding its second annual meeting.

On motion of Mr.-Morton Mr. Edmundson was added to” the
committee appomted t6 address a letter of condolence to the widow
and family of- Hon. John W. Smith deceased. :

Mr. Leffingwell offered the following resolution:

Resolved-—That the Sergeant-at-atms furnish seats within th.
Bar ofthis House for Judges of the different courts of this State—
and also, o

L ]

For the Ex-Govemors ‘and Ex—membere Congress of this Stato
a.nd Territory. - ! N *

Mr. Morton moved, )

"To amend by addlng and ex-members of the Territorial nnd State

Leglslatln'es——

Which amendment was agreed to.

Mr. Cochran moved;

Toamend by adding and all others. ‘who see proper to sit within the
Bar of the House. '
" Mr. Bonham moved to lay the resolution and amendments on the
table; ‘which was not agreed to. S

Mr. Cochran moved to adjourn;

Not agreed to. ‘ B

Mr. Sells moved to amend by adding to Mr. Morton’s amend-
‘ment, “and the present State Senators;”

Which was not agreed to. ‘

And the resolution as amended was adopted.

Mr. Goodrell offered the following. resolution :

Resolved—That the Sergeant-at-arms be requested to furmsh as
many seats—to be placed in the Lobby of this House as hecan con-
veniently procure.

. Not agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Hebard

The House adjourned till two o clock P. M.
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' Mr Sells moved that Mr. Reynolds be added to the committee on

Agrlculture
., Agreed to.
And also; \
" That Mr. Rathbun be added to to the- commlttee on clalms 3
« Which was agreed to, - .

‘Mr. Updegraff, on leave offered the follewing resolution :-

Resolved—-—That the Supermtendent lof Public Instruction be re-
quegted to'make a report to this House as soon as practxcable em-
bodying all the information he has received in relation to the opera-
tion of the School Laws, from the fund comxmssmners of each county
and all suggestions he may deem proper. '

" Mr. Smyth moved to-lay the resolution on the table;

And on this question the ayes and hays were demanded

< Those who veted in the affirmative were, ,

‘Méssrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Greén, Hardy, Kent, Leech Lef-
ﬁngwell Lyons, Matson, Montague, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth
Sergent, Weyand, and Wllloughby—l7

In the negative,

Messrs. Anderson, Blair,'Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Goodrell,
Bdraundson, Hebard, Holland, King, McManus, McPherrin, Mat-
son, Sells, Steele, Updegraﬁ' Wright, Williams, and Mr. Speaker—
19.

Sothe House refused to lay the resolutxon on the table.

‘Mr. Qlmstead moved to amend by striking out all after the word
'county, .

Not agreed to.

Mr. Day moved to strike out “Supenntendent of Public Instruc-
tion’’ and insert James Harlan,

Which was agreed to.

Myr. Smyth moved to amend by striking out “this House” and in-
serting the General Assembly of the State of Iowa.

Mr. Morton moved to lay the resolutlon on the table,

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Goodrell moved to amend the amendment of Mr. Smyth by
adding ¢‘as Superintendent of Public Instruetion.”

The question was thenon the amendment of Mr. Goodrell to
.the amendment of Mr. Smyth. .

Pending which,

Mr. Cochran moved to lay the relolutxon and smendment on the ta-
ble;
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Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Olmstead moved that the House resolve 1tse1f into committee
of the whole on the resolution ;

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Smyth -moved that the resolution with the amendments be

. indefinitely postponed, but before the quesnon was put——the mohon

was, on leave withdrawn.

Mr. Goodrell at the suggestion of Mr. Leffingwell w1thdrew his
amendment to the amendment of Mr. Smyth '

When Mr. Leffingwell proposed the following:’

Insert at the last word of the resolutlon

«“Upon the pedlgree of State officers;’

Which was hot agreed to.

Mr. Goodrell renewed his amendment,

Which was not agreed to. '

Mr. Day moved to refer the resolution to the commlttee on schools

Which was not agreed to.

Mzy. Smyth moved to refer the resolution to the commlttee on the
Judiciary. , : '

'Which was not agreed to. .
The questlon recurringon the adoption of the resolutlon as amend-
ed. :

It was decided in the negative.

So the resolution was lost.

Mr. Comstock offered the following resolution :

Resolved—-—That the Select Commlttee to whom was refered

Senate File No. 1,.

Be requested to report on to-morrow mormng 5

Which was agreed to.

Mzr. Clifton offered Joint Resolution H. R. File No 5, relative
to claim of Amos Ladd; :

Which was read a first time,

Myr. Morton moved to adjourn tlll to-morrow mornmg ten o elock

Which was agreed to, .

And the House adjourned accordmgly

13
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Tuesday Morning. January, i1, 1848.

House met pursuant to adjournment. ’

Mr. Leech presented the petition of 556 cltlzens of Davis coun-.
ty, asking for the re-location of the county seat of Davis county.

And on his motion the reading was dispensed with, ‘and the peti-
tion referred to a select committee of three. '

Messrs. Leech, Lyons and Kent were appointed sald committee.

Mr. Montague gave notice that he would on to-ntorrow, or some
future day, ask leave to introduce a bill to prohibit persons, associa-
tions, companies or corporatlons from exercising the" privileges of
banking.. '

Mr. Steele gave notice of a bill for an act to es'tabhsh a Keokuk
District Court. '

Mr. Leffingwell gave notice that he would, on some futuré day, )
ask leave to introduce a bill to authorlze J ohn Brophy to keep'aferry
across the Missouri river. :

Also abill to license and tax Pedlars.

Mr. Edmundson, to whom was referred Senate File No. 1,a bill

re-organizing the Supreme Court asked and obtained further time
- to report. .

M. Sells, on]eave, introduced H. R. File No. 8, a bill to amend
an act entitled ¢ An Act regulating practice in the District Court of
Iowa Terntory,, appyoved Feb 10th, 1843,”” which was read a first
time.

Mr. Day, on leave, mtroduced H. R. F ile, No. 9 a bill to amend
an act entitled “ An Act to amend an act entitled an act to incorpo-
rate the town of Blobmington, approved December 29, 1840 ”

And,

On motion of Mr. Sells,

The 42d Rule was suspended and the bill read a second and’
third time.

Bill passed,.and the tltle agreed to.

Ordered, that

"The Chief Clerk request the concurrence of the Senate therein.

- Mr. Comstock, on leave, introduced H. R. File No. 10, A bill for
an act for the rélief of H. H Hendrlx and Edward Pedigo.

Also,

. H. R.File No. 11, A bill for an act supplemental to an act pro-
v1d1ng that the legal voters of each township determine, at the town- . -
whip election, whether the County Commlssxoners shall grant license
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for retailing intoxicating liquors in the respective cotinties, or not—
. L
which was read a first time. ’

Mr. Cochran, on leave, introduced H. R. File No. 12, A bill for
the reliefof Harriet O’Reilley.

And on his motion,

The 42d Rule was suspended, the bill read a second and third
time, and passed, and the title agreed to.
Ordered, | . ‘ \
That the Chief Clérk request the concurrence of the Senate
therein.
H. R. File No. 6, An act to provide for revising and dxgestmg the
laws, was read a second time,
And,
On motion of Mr. Morton,
Referred to a committee of the Whole House, and made the order
" of the day for to-morrow.
H. R. File No. 7, A bill for an act supplemental td an act creat-
ing a Board of Public Works, was read a second time.
Mr. Comstock moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed.
Mr. Cochran moved to refer the same to-a committee of the Whole
House, and that it be made the order of the day for this afternoon.
~ Mr. Montague moved that the House resolve itself into Commit-
tee of the Whole now. ‘ k .
Which was agreedto, - .

And the House sat in Committee of the Whole,

Mr. Goodrell in the Chair.

After some time spent therein, the Committee rose.and reported
the same back to the House without progress, and asked leave to sit
again this afternoon.

Joint Resolntion, House Flle No. 4was read a second time.

Mr. Steele moved that the same be engrossed and read a third
time to-morrow. :

Mr. Cochran moveéd that it be referred to a select committee of
three.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Clifton moved that it be referred to the delegation‘ from Lee
County. ’ '

Which was agreed to. '

Joint Resolution, H. R. File No. 5 was read a second time..
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Joint Resoldtion, Senate File No. 1, relative to a mail route, was
read a tifird time.

Passed, and title agreed to.

H. R. File No. 3, Joint Resolution, was read a third time. )

Mr. Morton moved that the same be laid upon the table, subject to
the order of the House.

And on this question the ayes and nays being demanded—

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, éochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, McManus, MecPherrin,
Morton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraﬁ' Wright, Williams and
Mr. Speaker.—20.

In the negative—

Messrs. Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Kmsman, Kent, Leech
Leflingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Rey-
nolds, Smith, Sergent, Weyand and Willoughby.——l&

So the resolution was laid on the table, subject to the order of the
House,

On motion of Mr. Bonham,

The Houseadjourned until two o’clock, P. M.

2 0’Clock, P. M.

H. R. File, No. 7, A bill-for an act supplemental to an act creat-
ing 2 Board of Public Works, and providing for the improvement,
of the Des Moines River, being the order of theday,

The House resolveg itself into a Commlttee of the Whole for the
consideration of said bill.

Mr. Goodrell in the Chair.

After some time spent therein, the committee rose, and reported
the same back to the House with surdry amendments, and asked
the concurrence of the House therein.

Mr. Hardy moved to reject the report of the committee.

Which was not agreed to.

A message from the Senate, by Mr. Russell, their Secretary

Mgr. SgEakEr— .

I am “diregted to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate have passed,

Senate File, No. 6, An Act in relation to evidence.
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In which the concurrence of the House is requested

I herewith return,

H. R. File, No. 2, A Bill for an act to prov1de for the descend-
ing mavigation of Skunk River.

The same having passed the Senate without amendment.

And then he withdrew. ‘

Mr. Montague moved to lav the report of the Committee of the
Whole on the table until the first Monday of August next. '

And on this question the ayes and nays were called for.

Those who voted in the affirmative were— ‘

Messrs. Anderson,. Clifton, Comstock, Edmundson, Kinsman, .
McManus, McPherrin, 'Morton, Montague, Rathbun, Reynolds,
Sells, Steele and Mr, Speaker.—14.

In the negative—

Messrs. Blair, Bonham, Cochran, Day, Goodrell, Green, Hardy,
Hebard, Holland, King, Kent, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson,
O’Brien, Olmstead, Smyth, Sergent, Updegraff, Wright, Weyand,

. Williams and Willoughby.—24. ’

So the motion was decided in the negative. ‘

Mr. Hebard moved to fill the blank in the last line of the 4th sec-
tion of the bill, with the words “two dollars and fifty cents.”

Myr. Edmundson moved to insert one dollar and twenty-five
cents.

Mr. Comstock moved to adjourn.

" Which was not agreed to.

The question then was on filling the blank with two dollars and
fifty cents.

And on this question the yeas and nays were called for.

Those who voted in the affirmative were— .

Messrs. Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Kent, Leech,
Leflingwell, Lyons, Matson, O’ Brien, Olmstead, Sells, Smyth,
Sergent, Weyand and Willoughby. —16. " '

In the negative— :

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Clifton, Comstock, Edmundson, Hol- .
land, King, Kinsman, Lyons, McManus, McPherrin, Morton, Mon-
tague, Rathbun, Reynolds, Steele, Updegraﬁ' erght Williams and
Mr. Speaker.—17, -

So the motion of Mr. Hebard did not prevail,

Mr. Bonham moved to fill the blank with two dollars.
And on this question the ayes and nays were called for.
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Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Kent, Leech, Lef-
fingwell, Lyons, Matson, O’Brien, Olmstead, Sells, Smyth, Steele,
Sergent, Weyand, Williams anid Willoughby,—20.

In the negative—- ‘

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Clifton, Comstock, Edmundson, Hol-
land, King, Kinsman, McPherrin, Morton; Montague, Reynolds
Updegraff, Wright and Mr. Speaker.—15.

So the blank was filled with two dollars..

Mr. Morton moved to amend the fifth line of section first, by
» striking out the- words one hundred and sixty acres or one quarter
section, and insert three hundred and twenty acres.

And onthe adoption of this amendment, the ayes and nays were
called for. ; '

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Clifton, Comstock, Edmundson, Hol-
land, King, Kinsman, McManus, McPherrin, Morton, Montague,
Rathbun, Reynolds, Steele, Updegraﬂ' erght and Mr Speaker.
—18.

In the negative— _

Messrs. Bonham, Day, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Kent, Leech,
Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, O’Brien, Sells, Smyth, Sergent, Wey-
and, Williams and Willoughby.—17.

Mr. Comstock moved to amend the sixth line of section first, by
striking out ¢ may make,” and inserting ‘“ have made.”

Which was not agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Hardy,

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, <nd read a third time on
- to-morrow morning.

Mr. Rathbun offered the following resolution:

Resolved, That the Superintendent of Public Instruction be re-
quested to furnish this House with any communications that may
have taken place between him and the Secretary of the Treasury of
the United States, and the Commlssmner of the General Land
Office. .

Also,

Any communication between him and any of the Registers in the
Land Offices in the State of Iowa, in relation to the selection of the
500,000 acres of land, granted to the State of Iowa by virtue of the

act of Congress of September 4th, 1841.
Also,
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The number of School Districts organized in each county’; the
number of pupils between the ages of five andtwenty-one years ; the
number at school; the amount paid for school purposes; current
funds appropriated ; whence derived ; the permanent funds at inter-
est; how invested; permanent fund not invested ; whence derived ;
the sale of the sixteenth sections, offered, sold, and unsold, and

~ amountreceived ; the number of acres selected of the 500,000 grant ;
amount sold, and how invested, in each county, as far as the same
may be reported to the said Superintendent’s Office by the Fund
Commissioners of each county in their annual reports; together
with such other information as he may think proper to give in rela-
tionto the law regulating the duties of his office.

Mr. Olmstead moved to lay the resolution on the table.

And on this question the ayes and nays were demanded.

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Bonham, Comstock, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Kent,
Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead,
Reynolds, Smyth, Sergent, Weyand and Willougnby. —-—19

In the negative—

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Clifton, Edmundson, Goodrell, Hebard,
Holland, King, McManus, McPherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Sells
Steele, Updegraff, Wright, Williams and Mr. Speaker.—18.

So the resolution was laid upon the table.

Mr. Hebard, from the Committee on Public Buildings, reported
H. R. File, No. 6, A Joint Resolution for a grant of land from Con-
gress.

Which was read a first time.

Mzr. Montague offered the following resolution :

Resolved—That this House will meet the Senate in Joint Conven-
tion for the purpose of electing Senators and Judges, as soon as the
questions now pending are settled, relating to persons holding their
seats as Members of the General Assembly.

And on this question the ayes and nays being demanded

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Bonham, Clifton, Day, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Holland,
Kinsman, Kent, Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Morton, Mon-
tague, O’Brien, Reynolds, Smyth, Steele, Sergent, Weyand, Wil-
liams and Willoughby.—23.

In the negative,

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Comstock, Edmundson, Good-

8
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rell, King, McManus, McPherrin, Rathbun, Sells, Updegraff,
‘Wright and Mr. Speaker.—15.

Myr. Hebard offered H. R. File Na. 7, Joint Resolution relative
to the adjournment of the two Houses, which was read a first time,
and,

On motion of Mr. Montague,

The 42nd rule was suspended, and the resolution read a second
and third time, and passed.

And onits passage the ayes and nays being demanded,

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Bonham, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock,
Day, Edmundson, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Holland, Kinsman, Kent,
Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, McManus, McPherrin, Mor-
ton, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells,
Smyth, Steele, Sergent, Updegraff, Wright, .Weyand, Williams,
Willoughby and Mr. Speaker.—36.

+ In the negative,

Messrs. Goodrell and King.—2.

Mr. Olmstead, on leave, introduced H. R. File No. 13, A Bill
for an act to locate a State Road from Elkradn, in Clayton county,
to Quasquaton, in Buchanan county.

And on his motion,

The 42nd rule was suspended, and the bill read a second time,
when,

On motion of Mr. King,

The same was referred to the Committee on Roads and High-
ways.

Mr. Goodrell offered the following resolution :

Resolved—That the Committee on Schools be instructed to re-
port by bill or otherwise, on to-morrow.

Agreed to.

Mr. Cochran, on leave, introduced H. R. File No. 14, A Blll for
an act amendatory of an act concerning wills and administrators,
which was read a first time, when,

On motion of Mr. Bonham,

The bill was rejected:

On motion of Mr. Goodrell,

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock.
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Wednesiay fHerning, January 12, 1848,

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Kent gave notice that he would on to-morrow ask leave to
introduce a bill authorizing Adden Hine to keep a ferry across the
Mississippi river at Keokuk.

Mr. Smyth from the committee on schools who was by a resolu-
tion of yesterday required to report this morning reported that,

A bill for an act in relation to schools is in progress and would
be ready to submit in a day or two;

They therefore ask for a further time io mature sald bill.

Mr. Kinsman from the Select Committee to whom was referred
H. R. File No. 4, reported that they had had the same under con-
sideration and that the committee had instructed him, to report

H. R. File No. 17 an act amendatory to an act entitled an act to
divide the State of Iowa into Judicial Districts; Approved Febru-
ary 4th 1847, as a substitute for said bill and recommend its pas-
sage, and the substitute was read a first time.

Mr. Steele introduced H. R. File No. 14.

A Bill to establish a District Court in the City of Keokuk in the
county of Lee and,

On his motion,

The 42nd Rule was suspended, the Bill read a second time and
referred to the Committee on the J udiciary.

*  Mr. Cochran introduced H. R. File No. 15,

A Bill to authorize the Mississippi Rapids Rail Road Company to
acquire a right of way.

And on his motion,

The 42nd Rule was suspended the Bill read a 2nd time and re-
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. Comstock introduced H. R. File No. 16,

A Bill for an act to amend an act to provide for levying and col-
lecting revenue for State and County purposes-—approved Februa-
ry 25th 1847—read a first time.

Mr. Edmundson presented a petition from sundry citizens of
Poweshiek county asking that said county may be organized—com-
missioners appointed to locate the seat of Justice and to alter the

name of said county to that of Vermillion, which was referred to the
committee on new counties.

H. R. File No. 8
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A Bill relative to scire facias on judgements was read a 2nd time
and referred to the committee on the Judiciary.

H. R. File No. 10,

A Bill for the relief of H. H. Hendricks and Edward Pedigo was
suspended the Bill read a second time,

And,

On motion of Mr. Comstock,

The 42nd Rule was suspended the Bill read athird time passed
and title agreed to.

Ordered,

That the Clerk request the concurrence of the Senate therein.

H. R. File No. 11,

In relation to retailing liquors was read a second time;

When Mr. Montague moved to amend the same by striking out
“gallon’ whenever it occurs and inserting “quart.”

Which was not agreed to.

On motion of Mr, Matson,

The Bill was referred to a select committee of three;

Messrs. Matson, Comstock and ,Clifton were appointed said com-
mittee.

Joint Resolution House File No, 6— .

Relative to a grant of land was read a second time.

Mr. Hebard moved that the same be engrossed and read a third
time to-morrow. R

Mr. Smyth moved that it be referredto a Select Committee of one
from each Electoral District— -

Which was agreed to.

Joint Resolution No. 5;

Relative to claim of Amos Ladd was read a third time and refer-
red to the Committee on Claims.

H. R. File No.6—

A Bill for the revision of the Laws, being the order of the day
was taken up in Committee of the Whole—

Mr. Hebard in the chair;

And after some time spent therein the Committee rose and report-
ed the Bill back to the House with amendments in which they asked
the concurrence of the House;

And the House did so concur,

On motion of Mr. Lyons,

Qrdered,
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That the Bill be suspended and read a third time to-morrow.

On motion of Mr. Goodreli,

The resolution of Mr. Rathbun calling upon the Superintendent.
of Public Instruction for information was taken from the table.

Mr. Montague offered the following resolution as a substitute:

Resolved—That the Committee on Schools are hereby empowered
to send for persons and papers to acquire all necessary information
relating to schools.

Mr. Matson moved to lay the substitute upon the table;

And on this questionthe ayes and nays being demanded—--

Those who voted in the affirmative were,

‘Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, McManus, McPherrin, Mor-
ton, Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Wright, Williams and Mox.
Speaker—20.

Inthe negative,

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Green, Hardy, Kent, Leech, Lef-
fingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien Olmstead, Reynolds
Smyth, Sergent, Weyand and Willoughby—18.

So the substitute was laid upon the table.

Mr. Montague moved to refer the resolution to the Committee on
Schools.

Mr. Goodrell moved the previous question.

Mr. O’Brien moved a call of the House which was had and Mr.

Kinsman was reported absent.

" 'The absent member appearingin his seat. A further call was dis-
pensed with. ’

And on the motion of Mr. Goodrell,

Shall the main question be put?

The same was agreed to.

The question recurring on the adoption of the resolution—the
ayesand nays were demanded;

And those who voted in the affirmative were—, -

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock; Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland, King, McManus, McPherrin,

Morton, , Rathbun, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Wright, Williams and
Mr. Speaker—20.

In the negative—

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Green, Hardy, Kent, Kinsman,
Leech, Leflingwell, Lyons, Matson, Montague, O’Brien, Olmstead,

}
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Reynolds, Smyth, Sergent, Weyand and Willoughby—19.
So the resolution was adopted.
On motion of Mr. Goodrell,
The House adjourned until 2 o’clock P. M.

B GOCkae ki, P, ML

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Leech from the Select Committee to whom was referred
the petition of the citizens of Davis County praying for a relocatlon
of the County Seat of said county, reported,

H. R. File No. 18, A Bill for an act to locate the Seat of Justice
of Davis County.

And, on motion of Mr. Leech,

The 42nd rule was suspended, the Bill read a 2nd and 3d time,
passed and title agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Kinsman,

H. R. File No. 4 was taken up, read 2 2nd time and referred to
the committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of Mr. Hardy,

H. R. File No. 7 was taken from the table.

Mzr. Lyons moved a call of the House, which was had.

Messrs. Bailey, Day, Leffingwell, Olmstead, Rathbun and Wey-
and were reported absent.

Mr. Sellsasked leave of absence for Mr. Day, which was granted.

Mr. O’Brien moved a further eall of the House be dispensed
with, and all the absent members, excepting Mr. Day, appearing in
their seats a further call was dispensed with.

Myr. Edmundson moved to refer the Bill to a select committee of
five.

Mr. Bonham moved to refer the same to a committee of the whole
House and make it the order of the day now ;

Which was agreed to.

The House resolved itself into a commmittee of the whole;

Mzr. Bonham in the chair.

After sometime spent therein the committee rose and reported the
Bill back to the House with one amendment, in which the concur-
rence of the House is asked.

A Message from the Senate by Mr. Russell their Secretary—
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Mr. SpeagER:

I am directed to inform the House of Representatives that the
Senate have passed,

Senate File No. 8, An Act to authorize and empower the Board of
County Commissioners of Van Buren County to sell and convey
lots in the town of Portland, in said county.

Senate File No. 11, An Act in relation to the printing and distri-
bution of the laws of this State. .

And also a

Memorial to Chngress for a donation of land to aid in the construc-
tion of a Rail Road from Dubuque to Keokuk, in said State;

In all of which the concurrence ofthe House is requested.

Also, that

_The Senate have concurred in the amendment made by the House
to

Senate File No. 1, Joint Resclution for a mail route from Mount
Pleasant to Oskaloosa.

I herewith return, o

H. R. File No. 3, An Act to provide.for the relocation of the
County Seat of J ackson County.

H. R. File No. 12 An Act for the rehef of Harriet O’Reilley.

And

H. R. File No. 9, A Bill to amend an act entitled an act to amend
an act entitled an act to incorporate the town of Bloomington - ap-
proved Dec. 29th 1840.

The same having passed the Senate without amendment.

Mr. Montague moved to amend the report of the commlttee by
adding to Section 4, the following:

“And the purchaser shall pay to the occupant of said la.nd the
cash value of his improvements.”

And on the adoption of this amendment the 'ayes and nays were
called for.

Those who voted in the affirmative were— ;

Messrs. Anderson, Cochran, Clifton, Comstock, Edmundson,
Goodrell, XKing, Kinsman, McManus, Morton, Montague, Rath-
bun, Reynolds, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Wright and Mr. Speaker
—18.

In the negative—

Messrs. Blair, Bouhamn, Bmle} Green, Hardy, Hebard, Holland,
Kent, Leech, Lefingwell, Lyons, Matson, McPherrin, O’Brien,
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Olmstead, Smyth, Sergent, Weyand, Williams and Willoughby—20.

So the amendment was adopted.

Mr. Comstock moved to amennd by inserting after the word
“work” in the fourth line in the 4th Section “Any person who may
purchase any of said lands, within one year after said notice has
been given upon which improvements have been made the purchaser
shall pay to the claimant of such land a reasonable compensation for
his or her improvements.’

And on the adoption of this question the ayes and nays belng de-
‘manded ;

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Anderson, Balley, Clifton, Comstock, Edmundson, Good-
rell, Holland, King, Kinsman, Lyons, Matson, McManus, Morton,
Montague, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Steele, Updegraff, Wright,
Willoughby and Mr. Speaker—22.

In the negative—

Messrs. Blair, Bonham, Green, Hardy, Hebard, Kent, Leech,
Leffingwell, McPherrin, O’Brien, Olmstead, Smyth, Sergent, Wey-
and and Willoughby—-15.

Sothe amendment was adopted.

The House thenagreed to the amendment made by the committee.

Mr. Sells, then moved to amend by striking out of the 6th line of
the 1st section the words, “and exceptmg such resolutions ;” }

Which was agreed to.

Myr. Hebard moved to add to the amendment made by Mr, Com-
stock by adding the words, “to be assessed by the Board of Public
Works.”

Which was agreed to. .

Mr. Lyons moved that the Bill be considered engrossed and read
a third time now ;

Which was agreed to.

So the Bill was read a 3d time, passed, and title agreed to.,

Ordered,

That the Clerk request the concurrence of the Senate therin.

My, Edmundsén on leave introduced H. R. File No. 19: An
act ta amend an act entitled an act to divide the State into two Con-
gressional Districts, which was read a first time.

Mr. Mor‘on moved the rule be suspended and the Bill read a
second time now ;

Not agreed to.
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Mr. Smyth moved to take up memorial from Senate for a grant of
land to construct 2 Rail Road from Dubuque to Xeokulk. .

The memorial was taken up—read a first and second time and ra-
ferred to a Select Committee, consisting of

Messrs. Smyth, Steele, Hebard, Wright, Lyons, Hardy, Leech,
Goodrell, Sells, McManus, Green, Olmstead, Edmundson, Comstock
and Kinsman ; to whom had been referred H. R. File No. 6: Joint
Resolution for a grant of land from Congress—

And the said committee were instructed, to report uponthe Joint
Resolution and also the memorial on to-morrow morning.

" Mr. Morton, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was
“referred H. R. File No. 15, A Bill for an act to authorize the Mis-
sissippi Rapids Railroad Company to acquire a right of way, re-
ported the same back to the House with the following amendment:

Insert as Section 7,

«“ Th#& act to take effect and be in force by publication in the
Keokuk Register and Towa Statesman, weekly newspapers, pub-
lished in Lee Connty.” X

And upon the adoption of this amendment, recommended that the
bill pass; which amendment,

On motién of Mr. Cochran,

Was agreed to by the House.

The committee also reported that they had had under considera-
tion H. R. File No. 8, A Bill to amend an act entitled ¢ An act re-
gulating practice in the District Court in the Territory of Jowa,”
-approved February 10th, 1843, and reported the same back with
the following amendment:

Insert as Section 2,

¢« The publication shall be deemed sufficient if it contain the name
of the parties, the nature of the proceedings, the date of the judg-
ment sought to be revived, and the term of the Court at which the
cause is to be heard, and may be SLgned by plaintiff’s attorney.”

Which amendment,

On motion of Mr. Sells,

The House agreed to,

And,

On motion of Mx. Sells,

H. R. File No. 8 was ordered to be engrossed, and read a thu'd
time to-morrow.

On motion of Mx. Morton,

: 9
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Senate File No. 5, A Bill for an act to change the times of hold-
jng Court in the Second Judicial District, was taken up and read,
when,

On motion of Mr. Olmstead

The 42nd Rule was suspended, the bill read 2 second and third
time, passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Sells gave notice of a motion for leave to introduce a bill for
anact to amend an act entitled  An act establishing the price of
public printing.”

On motion of Mr. McManus,

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 10 o’clock.

Thursday Morning, January 13, 184S,
.

The House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Leffingwell presented the petition of ninety-eight citizens of
Clinton county, praying for the re-location of the county seat of
said county.

And on his motion,

The same was referred to the Committee on County and Town-
ship organization, with instructions to report a bill for a general
law on the subject of re-locating county seats.

Mr. Cochran presented the petition of Jno. Sherwood and fifty-
nine others, for a Ferry Charter at Nashv1lle Lee County,.

And on his motion,

The same was referred to the delegation from Lee County.

Mr. Bonham offered the following resolution:.

Resolved—That the Judiciary Committee be requested to inquire
into and report, what further legislative action, if any, is required
by this General Assembly, to complete the admission of Towa into
the -Union, lneludmg the propositions in the act of Congress of
March 38rd, 1845, in lieu of the ordinance appended to the Constitu-
tion of this State.

Which resolution was adopted. /

Mr. Morton, from the Judiciary Committee, to whom was refer-
red H. R. File No. 17, reported 2 bill for an act amendatory of an
act to divide the State of Towa into Judicial Districts, as a substitute
for said bill, which was reada first time, and,

On motion of Mr. Bonham,
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The 42nd rule was suspended, the bill read a second and third
time, passed and title agreed to.

Mr. Edmundson from the Select Committee to whom had been re-
ferred Senate File No. 1, A Bill for re-organizing the Supreme
Court, reported that they had had the same under consideration, and
that the Committee had instructed him to report the same to the
House without amendment ; and,

On motion of Mr. Leffingwell,

The bill was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Kent introduced H. R. File No. 20, A Bill for an act to au-
thorize Adam Hine, his heirs and assigns, to establish and keep a
Ferry across the Mississippi river at the city of Keokuk, in Lee
County. ‘

Mr. Leffingwell introduced H. R. File No. 21, A Bill for an
act to authorize John Brophy to keep a Ferry across the Missouri
river. ’

Also,’ ‘

‘H. R. File No. 22, A Bill relating to revenue and taxing ped-
lars. :

And on his motion, A ,

The usual number of copies were ‘ordered to be printed for the
use of the House. ,

M;z. Lyons introduced H. R. File No. 23, A Bill for an act
amendatory of an act entitled “ An act to lay out and establish a
State Road from Iowaville, in Van Buren County, to Lancaster, in
Keokuk County, via Creaseville, in Jefferson County.

And on his motion,

The 42nd Rule was suspended, the bill read a second and third
time, passed, and title agreed to.

Mr. Bailey introduced H. R. File No. 25, A Bill for an act con-
cerning costs and fees, and the title of the bill having been read,

Mr. Bailey moved that the further reading of the bill be dispens-
ed with, when

Myr. Olmstead moved that the usual number of copies of the bill
be printed for the use of the House,

Which was not agreed to.

The Speaker laid before the House the following communication
from the Secretary of the Treasury:
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Seererary’s Orrick, Iowa, :
Iowa Criry, January 12th, 1848, 2

Gentlemen of the General Assembly :

In reply to a resolution of the Senate of yesterday, I have the
honor to transmit to you an abstract of the returns of the census of
this State for the year 1847, showing the counties arranged accord-
ing to the number of inhabitants in each, and the time when said
returns were filed in this office. By which it will be perceived
that the returns from the counties of Van Buren, Jefferson, Jack-
son, Dubuque, Benton, Marion, Scott and Winnesheik, were not
filed in this office until after the time prescribed by the 3rd section
of the 8th chapter of the laws of Towa of 1846-7.

No returns have yet been received from the county of Buchanan,
and it may be proper to state that it is doubtful if this county, and
that of Winneshiek were organized in time to render the assessors
and clerks liable for the forfeiture occasioned by the neglect of duty
in the premises,

Very respec‘tfully, Gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
ELISHA CUTLER, Jr.
Secretary of State.
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AN "ABSTRACT

Of the Returns of the Census of this State for the Year 1847. .
é ! .

Covunries. Wauex Froep. I
NHABITANTS..
1iLee, _ |August 21st, 1847, 13,231
2/Van Buren, October 28th, « 10,203
8 Des Moines,  {July 28th, “« v 10,071
4!Jeﬁ'erson, Nov. 12th, “ 8,463
5‘|Dubuque, December 21st, ¢« 7,440
6 Henry, Sept. 19th, “ 6,759
7/ Wapello, Sept. 4th, ¢ 5,660
8!Jackson, Nov. 15th, “ 4,639
9 Davis, August 20th, « 4,467
10|Linn, Sept. 28th, « 3,954
11|Mahaska, July 26th, “ 3,774
12:Seott, 1October 234, « 3,652
13| Louisa, Sept. 22d, « - 3,648
14|Washington, August 18th, . % 3,618
15 Johnson, August 12th, « 3,387
16|Muscatine, « « G 3,010
17 Keokuk, “  2lst o« 2,918
18Cedar, Sept. 10th, “« 2,809
16{Marion, October 18th, « © 2,350
20(Clayton, October 1st, « - 2,176
21{Polk, Sept. 19th, £ 1,792
22\Jones, Sept. 28th, w 1,779
23|Clinton, - October 5th, « 1,570
24/Monroe, August Bth, « 1,222
25 Delaware, July 26th, “ 1,111
26/A ppanoose, ISept. 4th, « 948
27 Jasper, July 15th, « 560
28|lowa, October 13th, « 435
29Benton, Nov. 29th, “ 312
30{Winneshiek, January 6, 1848, (unofficial) 182
31|Dallas, " iSept. 19th, 1847, 164
32{Buchanan, No Returns. —_—
116,204

"H!IHK[IN

NUMBER oF
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H. R. File No. 19 was read a second time, and,

On motion of Mr: Edmundson, '

The 42nd rule was suspe‘nded, the bill read a third time, passed,
and title agreed to. .

On motion of Mr. Leffingwell,

Ordered that five hundred copies of the Report of the Secretary
of State be printed for the use of the House.

H. R. File No. 16, A Bill for an act to amend an act to provide
for levying and collecting revenue for State and County purposes,
approved Feb. 25th, 1847, was read a second txme, when

On motion of Mr. Leffingwell,

The bill was indefinitely postponed. :

H. R. File No. 6, ABill for revising and dlgestmg the laws, was
read a third time, when

* On motion of Mr. Hebard,

The bill was ordered to be recommitted to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

H. R. File No. 15, A Bill authorlzmg the Mississippi Rapids
Railroad Company to acquire a right of way, was ordered to be
read; when, after a portion of the same had been read,

On motion of Mr. Lyons, *

A further reading of the bill was dispensed ‘with.

On motion of Mr. Cochran,

The bill was read a third time by its title, passed, and title agreed
to. ’ ' * :

H. R. File No. 8, A Bill for an act to amend an act regulating
practice in the District Courts of the Territory of Iowa, approved
Feb. 10th, 1843, was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Leffingwell,

The House adjourned until 2 o’clock, P. M

2 0°Clock, P. ]

Mr. Smyth, from the Select Committee, to whom was referred
the memorial to Congress for a donation of land, for the purpose of
constructing a Railroad from Davenport to Council Bluffs, and also
the Joint Resolution, H. R. File No. 6, for a donation to construct a
Railroad from Dubuque to Keokuk, in Lee county, reported.that the
eommittee had had the same under consideration, and that he was
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instructed to report the same to the House, and recommend their
passage.

The House concurred in the report of the committee.

Mr. Lyons moved that the report be re-committed to the Select
- Committee.

Which was not agreed to.

The memorial and joint resolution. came up ona thn’d reading,
and were severally read a third time, and passed.

Mr. Olmstead, on leave, introduced H. R. File No. 24, A Bill to
repeal an act therein named, which,

On motion of Mr. Morton,

Was read asecond time, and referred to the Committee on Roads
and Highways.

. Mr. McManus from tne Committee on Claims, to whom was re-
ferred H. R. File No. 5, Joint Resolution. relative to claims of
Amos Ladd, reported the same back to the House, with the follow-
ing amendment :

Add “ That any monies in the Treasury, not otherwise appropria-
ted is hereby appropriated to pay the amount of said certificates
when audited.”

The report of the committee was concurred in, and the joint re-
solution passed as amended by the committee.

On motion of Mr. Montague,

Senate File No. 8 was taken up and read a first time, when

Mr. Montague moved,

That the 42nd rule be suspended and the same be read a second
and third time now.

Which was not agreed to.

Mr. Sells introduced H. R. File No. 29, A Bill amendatory of
an act establishing the prices of public printing..

Which on his motion,

Was read a second time and referred to the Committee on Expen-
ditures,

 Mr. Sells on leave introduced the following resolution :

Resolved—That the Committee of Ways and Means is hereby
instructed to report a bill amendatory of the revenue law exempt-
ing improvements upon land from taxation.

Which was not agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Bonham,

The House adjourned until to-morrow morning at 9 o’cloek.
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. Friday Morning, January 14, 11.848.

House met pursuant to adjournment.

Mr. Sells presented the petition of Charles Evans and eighty- -
nine others, citizens of Muscatine county, praying fof an amend-
" ment of the School Law, and moved that the same be referred to a
select committee of three.

Mr. Bonham moved that the petition be referred to the Committee
on Schools. k

And on this question the ayes and nays were called for.

Those who voted in the affirmative were—

Messrs. Bonham, Bailey, Day, Green, Hardy, Kinsman, Kent,
Leech, Leffingwell, Lyons, Matson, Olmstead, Reynolds, Smyth,
Sergent, Weyand and Wllloughby —17.

In the negative—

Messrs. Blair, Clifton, Cochran Comstock, Goodrell, Hebard,
Holland, King, McManus, McPherrin, Morton, Rathbun, Sells,
Steele, Updegraff, Wright, and Mr. Speaker.—17.

So the motion of Mr. Bonham was not agreed to.

The question then being on the reference of the petition toa Se-
lect Committee,

The same was agreed to; and

Messrs. Sells, Cochran and Sergeut were appointed said Com-
mittee.

Mr. McManus presented a petltlon from sundry citizens of Scott
county, relative to hogs and sheep running at large.

And on his motion, .

The same was referred to the Committee on Agriculture.

Mr. Bailey presentcd the petition of sundry citizens of Jefferson
and Keokuk counties, relative to a road therein named.

And on his motion,

The same was referred to the Committee on Roads and High-
ways.

Mr. Hebard presented the petition of sundry citizens of Des
Moines county, asking for a change in the Agency Road.

And on his motion,

The same was referred to the delegatlon of Des Moines coun-
ty.

Myr. Olmstead gave notice that he would on some future day, ask
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leave to introduce a bill for an aét to amend an act to incorporate the
Dubuque Mining Company.

Mr. Bonham, from the Committee on roads and Highways, to
whom had been referred H. R. File' No. 24, A Bill for an act rela-
tive to roads, reported a substitute for said blll '

When,

On motion of Mr. Olmstead

The same was indefinitely postponed.

H. R. File No. 21, A Bill for an act to authorize John Brophy te
keep a Ferry across the Missouri River, was read a second time;
when,

Mr. Leffingwell offered the following amendment :

“Section 2. Any future legislature may alter, amend or repeal
this act.”

Which amendment was not agreed to.

On motion of Mr. Leﬁingwell

The bill was read a third time, passed, and title agreed to.

‘H. R. File No. 20, A Bill for an act allowing Adam Hine, his
heirs and assigns to keep a ferry across the Mmslssxppl River, at
the city of Keokuk, was read a second time.

On motion of Mr. Olmstead .

The word “town” was stricken out, wherever the same occurred
and the word ¢ city” inserted.

M. Kent moved that the 42nd rule be suspended, and that the
bill be read a third time. ‘ .

And on the passage of the bill the ayes and nays werg- called
for.

Those who voted in the aﬂ‘lrmatlve were— :

Messrs. Anderson, Blair, Cochran, Clitton, Comstock, Edmund-
son, Goodrell, Hebard, Holland King, Kent, Leech, Leﬂingwell
Lyons Matson, MeManus McPherrm, Morton, O’Brien, Olm-
stead, Rathbun, Reynolds, Sells, Steele, Sergent, Updegraff Wright,
Williams, Willoughby and Mr. Speaker.—30.

In the negatlve——

‘Messrs. Bon.ham, Bailey, Day, Green, Hardy, Smyth and Wey-
and.—6.

# So the bill was passed and title agreed to.

EI: R. File No. 25, A Bill for an act concerning costs and fees;
was read a second time by its title, and,

On motwn—of Mr. Sells,

Ry

10



(& <.+ JOURNAL OF THE,

. The bill was laid on the table subject to the order of the House.
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Russell their Secretary.
MR SpEAKER:

"X am directed to 1nform the House of Representatives that the .

Senate have ‘passed—

Senate File No. 5, Joint Resolutxon relative to the election of
Senators and Judges.

Senate File No. 7, A Bill for an act to organize the townshlp of
Lake Prane, in Manon county ; and .

Senate File No. 10, An Act in relation to deeds.

Tn all of which the concurrence of the House is requested.

I herewith return—

. H.R.File No. 23 A Bill to amend an act entitled “ An Act to

lay out and estabhsh a State Road from” Iowaville, in Van Buren

county, to Lancaster, in Keokuk county, by the way of Creaseville

in Jefferson county.” Approved Feb. 20th, 1847.

The same having passed the Senate without amendment.

H. R. File N6. 22, A Bill for an act to license and tax Pedlars,
was reqd asecond t:me, when,

On motion of Mr. Goodrell,

The House resolved itself intoa Commlttee of the Whole, for the
consideration of said bill,

“Mr. Smyth in the Chair.

_After some time spent therein, the Committee rose and reported
the sanie back to the’ House with sundry amendments in which the
concurrence of the House was requested

Kad -

The question being put

. The House did so concur.

e Speaker laid ‘before the House a commumcatlon from James
Harla.n, Superlntendent of Public Instructxon »

¢ ..
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. REPORT.

Orrice oF SupErRINTENDENT OF PusLic INsTRUCTION, C
Towa City, Janvary 14,1848,

To the Speaker of the House of Represeniatwes

I herewith transmit to you my answer to the resolution of the
House of the 12th inst., which you will please lay before that body
And obllge your obedient servant,
JAMES HARLAN;
Superintendent of Public Instructlon'.

To the Honorable
The House of Representatives of the State of Towa :*

In obedience to your resolution of the 12th inst., the undersigned
would respectfully present the following report of the correspon-
+ dence therein named, and opinions connected with subjects therein
specified. And that the correspondence of this office with the Sec-
retarv of the Treasury, the Commissioner of the General Land Of-
fice and the Registers of the 'several land offices in this State may
be fully understood, the undersigned ' would beg leave to state, that
after it was ascertained by the official returns that he had been elect-
‘ed Superintendant of Public' Instruction; the Secretary of State
declined to. give a certificate of election, on the ground that he, ‘as
Seoretary, had no legal authority to give such certificate to any offi-
cer of the State elect. .An abstract of the official returns over the
signature of the Setretary of State with an official bond was forward-
ed to the Governor of the State. His Excellency approved this
bond, but declined giving a commission, on the ground that the law
authorizing the election, contemplated no such action by him.

This bond, as approved by his Excellency, and an authenticated
copy of an oath of office were filed in the office of the Secretary of
State, and a certificate taken from him, setting forth that a bond
drawn on James Harlan in the penal sum of $25,000, to the Gov-
ernor of the State of Iowa, and approved by him, and also a copy
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of an oath of office, conditioned for the faithful discharge of the du-
ties of Superintendent of Public Instruction, were on file in that
office. This certificate and a\copy of the law authorizing the elec-
tion and defining the duties of Superintendent of Public Instruction
were sent to the Secretary of the ‘Treasury of the United States, ac-
companied by a letter dated June 9th, 1847, the substance of which
is herewith transmitted. See Appendix A. ’

In reply to this communication, the Secretary of the Treasury an-
swered in a letter, dated June 22d, 1847. See Appendix B.

The Commissioner of the General Land Office, to whom it hac
been referred, also responded in a letter, dated June 24, 1847.—
See Appendix B. To this letter of the Commissioner of the Gener-
al Land Office, the undersigned replied on the 8th of July, 1847.—
See Appendix D.

During the delay occasioned by atardy induction into office, and
the correspondence above referred to, various reports of lands from
School Fund Commissioners were received at this office. And as
the head of the Land Office Department had been informed of the
existence of an agency on the part of the State, to locate the 500,000
acres of public lands, and the evidence of its existence being satis-
factory, as tacitly manifested by the correspondence of the commis-
siongr with the undersigned in his official capacity as Superinten-
dent of Public Instruetion, and that department having been solicit-
ed for the necessary instructions to enable the proper otficers to pro-
ceed in the location of said lands, and the response of the Commis-
sioners of the General Land Office having been received, without
the most remote allusion to instructions: the undersigned was lett
to draw the inference that in his opinion no instructions were nec-
essary, and that none could be expected, or that the highest funct-
ionaries of the nation were willing for ulterior purposes to injure
the State in her vital interests, by a studied silence. Adhermg to
the more charitable conclusion, that in the opinion of the commission-
er no instructions were necessary, in the absence of doubt or ambi-
guity as to the meaning of the law making a grant of these lands, the
undersigned registered the lands selected by the different Fund
Commissioners, as a part of the 500,000 acres, as directed in the
8th section of the school fund law of this State. On the 12th of

July last, a letter, deseribing certain of these lands, was sent to the
Secretary of the Treasury of the United State, and to the proper
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land office, according to the provisions of the 17th section of the
law of this State above referred to.

In reply to this commuhication, the commissioner answered in a
letter dated July 99th 1847, giving the undersigned instructions in
advance of a circular then in course of preparation, See Appendlx
E. )

A copy of the above named circular of instructions of August 6th
and two accompanying letters of the 11th August, 1847, 'and a for-
mula for the report of lands were duly received, See Appendlx
F, G and H. )

Previous to. the reception of these communications of August 6th
and 11th, other selections of lands had been reported to ‘the Secre~
tary of the Treasury and to the proper land officers, to which the
Commissioner of the General Land Office replied in a letter dated
17th August last, notltymg the undersigned the new list of lands
(previously reported) should be made out and sent to the registers
with' dates cosresponding to the time when they wereé filed in thelr
offices. See Appendix I.

In reply to another report of lands, the commlssxoner answered
ind létter of 3d September 1847, See Appendix J,

Here the correspondence between this office and the Treasury
and Land Office Department ceased,—the Secretary of the Treasury
referring every thing to the Commissioner of the General Land Ot-
fice, who answered repeatedly that selections reported directly from
this office to the Secretary of the Treasury, could not be acted upon;
that reports must come through the Registers of the Land Oflices
in the distri¢t where the lands are situated, and that he would sub-
mit them to the Secretary. Consequently, since that time selec-
tions have been reported to jthe registers alone.

- After the reception of the circular and letters from the €Commis-
sioner ' of the General Land Office of the 6th and 11th of August
above referred to, a letter was received from the Register at Fair-
field, dated 24th Aug.,last. See Appendix K. "To which the un-
dersigned replied in a letter of August 30th 1847, transrmttmg doc-—
uments therein named. = See Appendix L.

In accordance with the directions of the Commissioner qf-the Gen-
eral Land Office, in his circular of instructions and accompanying
letters, similar letters were sent from this office to the land offices
at Dubuque and Iowa City, with evidences of the authority jof the
undersigned, as agent of the State, to report selections of lands as a
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paft of the [500,000 acres donated;to this State by Congress. See
Appendix M and N.

This evidence the undersigned was left to infer, proved satlsfac-
tory, to the] different’registers, as hehas never been officially in-
formed to the contrary by them; although he regrets to add, that the
action of the registers at Fairfield and Iowa City, has been_‘clothed
in ambiguity.

New lists of lands previously reported .were, on the reception’ot
instructions, made out in accordance with jthose instructions and -
transmitted to the¥proper land ofﬁcers, as directed by the Commis-
sioner of the General Land Office. Since]then; selections received
at_ this office have been reported in accordance with the formula
fnrnished by the commissioner.

-

ACRES.

There has beeen selectedlby ﬂie_ School Fund Com- -
missioners up to this date, .. 48982
Deduct.lands rejected at Dubuque, | Con 4,348
..And there will jremain’,, . o ~ ' 44,634
To which add the pfocéeds éf the sales of the }6th
sections up to November 1st 1847, . $33.684 04
School lands as above,: . . bb,792 25

To which add the. probable sales since that date, : 20,000 00
- et : $109,476 29

- Which shows the permanent school fund of this . "
State now under the control of the School Fund Com- ,
missiongers to be < $109,476 20
& The five per cent. on the net proceeds of the sales of public lands
due;the State of Iowa, for ' the current, fiscal year, and that fraction
of the year preceding that she was a State, will be adjusted and
paid, in May or-June, 1848, as has been shown hy the correspon-
dence between this office and the. Secretary of the Treasury.
“The Trustees of .the Towa State University have organized by
the election of proper. officers, the appointment of the necessary
committees and the adoption of by-laws for their government, and
have opened a correspondence with the agent appointed for the se-
lection of the University lands, and with literary men of ourjcoun-
try on the subject of Professorships..
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. The undersigned would beg leave further to report, that the ac-
tion of the board of trustees and all the:common school officers, . and
the selection and sale of the school lands, the organization of school
distrigts, the erection of school houses, and the establishment of
schools have been greatly retarded by ambiguity of the law-authors
izing the election of common school officers, discovered since their
election in April last, as to the time of the taking effect of that law.
And in consequence . of an alleged unconstitutionality of the publi-
catien of the school law. previous to the election of common school
officers, some of, these officers have been arraigned before the court
of the country, . and among them the undersigned, for ha.vmg engag-
ed inthe discharge of the duties of his office.

Believing it to have been the design of the Legislature that the
law should take immediate effect, and believing also that this and
only this was fairly inferrable from the language of that law, and
that it would be- charging them with a species of madness; not very.
charitable to their good sense and their devotion to the interests of
the people whom they represented, to suppose them capable of en-
acting a law annihilating, all other laws on a vitally important snbject
without intending the new law to take immediate effect, and believ-
ing that the spirit of the Constitution had been fully complied with
in the official publication the law recelved at the hand of the Sec-
retary of State, who had been vested with general powers by the
Legislature for pubhshlng all laws of the General Assembly to the
office o which he had been elected by the votes of the people, and
thereby protect the great interests of the people of the State, involv-
ed in the decision of this question : it is consequently in course of
litigation, no decision of the court having yet been obtained.

. This unexpected opposition to the peaceful execution of the sehool
laws, has very seriously impeded the progress of the officers in the
atteinment of the objects proposed in their passage.

It was confidently expected by the friends of education, on the
passage of the school laws of the last session, that in a single year
_ the entire 500,000 acres would have been sold, yielding a school

fund of $625,000; that at least 100,000 or 150,000 acres of the
16th sections would have been sold in the same time, yielding the
probable sum of 400,000, so that at the close of the first year of
our existence as alState, we would have been possessed of more
than one million of dollars as a permanent school fund; that this
immense fund would have been invested in the different counties at
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an interest of nine or ten per cent, furnishing capital for the busiriess
operations of the country, and yielding one hundred thousand dollars
annually for the support of common schools. But these sanguiné
expectations have not been realized. Instead of the magnificent
achool fund of one million of dollars, the State finds herself in the
doubtful possession of less than one hundred and ten thousand dol-
lars. This unexpected result has been oceasioned in no small de-
gree by the legal obstacles interposed to the official action of the
common school officers, but to some extent by the inoperative cha-
racter of the laws themselves, on the subject of the selection and
sale of lands, and the conflicting interests of the government of the
the United States and the government of the State of Towa.

~ The mode of selecting the 500,000 acres of land as prescribed in
the act of 24th February, 1847, was based upon the 8th section of
the act of Congress of 4th September. 1841; which provides that
the selections shall be made by the States in such manner as the
Leglslature thereof shall direct, and located in parcels conformably
to sectional divisions and such divisions of not less than 320 acres
in anv one location on any public lands, except such as may be re-
served from sale by any law of Congress-or proclamatlon of the Pres-
ident of the United States.

The benefits of this act of Congress, without. alterahon or modifi-
cation, have been extended to the State of Iowa. Yet, by a rule
aflopted by the Trea<urv and Land Office Departments, the State is
restricted to lands which have not been settled upon or 1mproved —
This office rule, as laid down by those departments, seems to came
in conflict with the act of Congress, and deprives the State of a very
important benefit to be derived in the selection. This is a matter~
to which T beer'leave to call your attention. If, upen investig‘ati‘on,
itshould be found that these instructions ﬁ"om the General Land
Office conflict in a material point with the act of Congress making the
grant of these lands, that the interest of the State will suffer materi-
ally by a quiet acquiescense in this forced construction of the act of
Congress, T would respectfully recommend that a joint memorial be
passed and forwarded to our representatives in Congress, assertmg
our claim to the lands heretofore selected upon,which improvements
have been made, and to claim the unrestricted and full benefit of the
act of Congress in selecting the residue of these lands. This'is a
right which should nol be surrendered withouta full and fair inves-
tigation. The interest of those who have selected lands under exist-
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ing laws, should be protected, while the State should elaim to the
fullest extent, all the benefits of the 8th section of the aot of Gom-
-gress above referred to.

It is also respectfully recommended that the General Assembly
memorialize Congress for leave to select smaller tracts than three
hundred and twenty acres.

Experience has shown that the mode of selecting these lands is
defective, attended with delays and uncertainty, which cannot be
guarded against or in any way avoided under the present law, and
as ameatis of remedying this defect, it is recommended that the law
be so changed as to require the selection of the residue of the 500,-
000 acres at the earliest practicable period, and that the State title
be perfected before they are subject to entry as State Lands. -

It is also respeétfully recommendoed that the 4th section of an act
of the Legislature of February 24, 1847, be so modified as to per-
mit the erection of shool houses by taxation; that the several sec-
tions of the same act be so amended as to enable the people of the
different townships, to take an appeal from the decisions of the town-
ship inspectors to the school fund commissioner of the county, in all
matters touching their interests; that the law defining the duties of
the Superintendent of Public Instruction be so amended as to re-
“quire him to furnish the necessary blank form for the reports of the
township inspectors ; that the law be so amended as to permit cities,
towns, and populous districts to organize public schools of different
grades, to suit the various wants of their children and youth; that
in the disbursement of the school fund, the law be so changed as to
permit an annual appropriation, in any township or district, for the
purchase of a public library.

The undersigned would also most respectfully call your attention
‘to the fact, that it has been made a question in various &ounties,
“ whether the purchaser of an improvement on the 16th section,
made previous to the survey, but purchased afterwards, would en-
title such purchaser to the benefits and privileges of the second sec-
tion of the act of 25th Feb. 1847, for the management and disposition
of the school fund,” and that legal men are divided in opinion on this
subject. It is recommended that the latter part of this section be so
changed as to substitute the words  school fund commissioner,” for
¢« superintendent of public instruction.”” And, that part of the:17th
section of the same act be so changed as to correspond with the

rules of the Treasury Department.
11
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- The undersigned would also’state, that in the absence of specifie
appropriation for that purpose, the Auditor of State has not felt au-
thorized to audit and allow the quarterly accounts of the Superin-
tendent, and that the expenses of the office for books, stationery,
postage and other expenses, as they have accumulated for more than
three quarters of a year, have become burthensome, and have ren-
dered more tardy his active efforts to carry out the design of the Le-
gislature in the passage of the school laws. But with proper legis-
lative action on the subjects above referred to, the present school
‘laws would become effective, their different parts harmonize, and the
design of their passage be speedily realized.

For other information requested in your resolution, see an abstract
of the annual reports of school fund commissioners, appendix marked
0. '

All of which is most respectfuily submitted.

JAMES HARLAN,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.

/

APPENDIX.
A.

[o corv.]

To the Hon. Secretary of the Treasury of the United States :

Sin:

Having been elected to the office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction by the people of the State of Iowa, and having complied
with the requisites of the law, preliminary % entering on the dis-
charge of the duties of that office, as you will be enabled to see by
reference to the 24th and 25th sections of “ An act supplemental
and amendatory to an act to establish Common Schools,” and the
certificate of the Secretary of the State of Iowa, herewith transmit-
ted ; and being thus legally constituted the Agent of the State for the
location of the 500,000 acres of land donated by Congress to this
State as one of the new States, and for the reception of the five per
sentum of the net proceeds of the sales of Public Lands in the State
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of Towa, as you will perceive by the 8th, 14th and 17th sections of
an act entitled  An actto provide for the management and disposi- |
tion of the School Fund,” approved Feb. 25th, 1847, herewith
transmitted. I therefore trust you will recognize me as such agent,
and transmit to me and the Registers of the United States Land Offi-
ces in this State, the necessary instructions to enable me to fulfill
the duties thus devolving upon me, At the same time, I would be
pleased to be informed whether less quantities than half* sectlons
can be selected in separate tracts, if not, whether half sections can
be selected from a part of two or more sections ? Can fractional
half sections, and half sections out of which any portions may have
been otherwise disposed of by the Government, be selected? I
would also respectfully inquire, whether an agent has been appoint-
ed to select the Univeréity lands granted to this State ? If so, who
is that agent, and what lands have been reported? Ifnot, I would
most respectfully suggest the propriety of permitting the Board of
Trustees of the University to recommend a suitable person. My
reason for making this suggestion is, that the Legislature has only
allowed two dollars per day for such service, and it is not probable
that a competent person can be obtained who would be willing to
perform that duty for so small a compensation. But the Trustees
might be able to recommend some one who would be willing to
make the sacrifice to advance the educational interests of the State.
The people of this State are deeply interested in the speedy loca-
tion of the 500,000 acres of land, the receipt of the five per cent
fund, and such information touching the above inquiries as you may
be pleased to give, 'will be most thankfully received by
Your obedient servant,
JAMES HARLAN,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
To His Honor the Secretary of the Treasury of the U. S.



84 ‘ 'JOURNAL OF THE
B. ‘
“fa eorr.]

Treasvry Drrantuesr,
June 22, 1847. 2

Sir:—Your letter of the 9th inst., advising your election to the
situation of Superintendent of Public Instruction, and as such, con-
" stituted the agent of the State for the location of the donation of
800,000 acres of public lands, &c., has been received and referred
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, who is charged.
with the requisite action in such eases. .

' Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

R.J. WALKER,

. Sec. of the Troasury.
Jauxs Harvax, Esq., Iowa City, Iowa.

C.
[a corv.]

Grexerar Lawp Orrice,
June 24, 1847.

-81r :—1In reply to that portion of your letter of the 9th inst., to
the Secretary of the Treasury, (which has been referred to this of-
fice,) having reference to the University lands for the State of Towa.
I have to inform you that John M. Whittaker, Esq., of Winchester,
Van Buren county, Iowa, was on the 18th ult., appointed agent of
the Treasury Department to make the selection for the purpose
stated, under the act of Congress, approved 20th July, 1840.

Mr. Whittaker was informed by this office of his appoinment, on
the 24th ult., and instructions were given him as to the mode of se-.
lection, &e.

On the same day the Land Offices at Dubuque, Fairfield, and Iowa
City were instructed to report such selections as might be reported
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to them by Mr. Whittaker, made agreeably to the instruetions re-
ferred to. '

Sections 8 and 12 of T. 78 N. R. 10 W. Fairfield, and section 5,
T. 78, N. R. 8 E., formerly Dubuque, now Iowa City, having been
previously selected and reported, for the purpose stated, Mr. Whit-
taker was informed of the fact, and requested to include them in his
report with the sixty-nine sections to be selected by him.

' Respectfully,
Your obedient servant, :
[Signed.] RICHARD M. YOUNG,
‘ ) Commissioner.
Jamxs Harraw, Esq., Superintendent of Public Instruction, Iowa
City, Iowa.

D.
[a corv.] ;
Towa Cirvy, July 8th, 1847.
Hon. Ricuarp M. Youne, Com. &ec. |

Your letter of June 24th, contained the requisite information on:
the subject of the University lands granted to this State. But as you.
are silent on every other subject referred to in that letter, of para-
mount importance to the people of this State, I am inclined to be-
lieve that no other part of the letter was referred to you by the
Secretary of the Treasury, for an answer ; butthis conclusion would
-not be justified by the import of the language of a letter dated June
22d, received directly from the Secretary of the Treasury.

I informed the Secretary of my election to the office of Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction, and sent a certificate from t}ip Secre--
tary of the State of Jowa, in evidence that I had complied with the
requircments of law, preliminary to the commencement of the dis-
charge of the duties of such station, and also sent the Secretary of
the Treasury of the United States a copy of a law of this State, (re-
. ferring him to the sections,) which constitute me, as Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction, the agent of the State of Iowa, for the
location of the 500,000 acres of land donated to the State, by virtue
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of a law of Congress ‘‘to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of
the public lands, and to grant pre-emptiou rights, (sec. 8) approv-
ed September 14th, 1841,” and likewise the legal agent for the re-
ception of the five per centum of the net px:oceeds of the sales of the
public lands granted to this State, by virtue of  an act supplemental
to an act for the admission of Towa and Florida,” &ec., approved
March 3d, 1845, and * and an act for the admission of Iowa into
the Union,” approved Dec. 28th, 1846, I asked the Secretary for
the necessary information and instructions to enable me to proceed
in the location of these lands, and to authorize officers in the differ-
“ent land offices in this State, to regard me as such agent, and also
for the reception of the five per cent, and enquired in reference to
University lands, &e.
In reply to this letter, the Secretary writes:

Sir—Your letter of the 9th inst., advising your election to the
station of Superintendent of Public Instruction, and as such, consti-
tuted the agent of the State for the location of the 500,000 acres of
public lands, &c., has been received and referred to the Commis-
sioner of the (zeneral Land Office, who is charged with the requl-
site action insuch cases.

. Very respectfully, &ec.”

In reply tothis part of the letter, particularly mentioned by the
Secretary, as referred to you, I find nothing in your communjca-
tion.

I -therefore beg leave to invite your attention particularly to this
subject as repeated above, and request your instructions at your
very earliest convenience, with the rules of the’ department to be
observed in-the location of the 500,000 acres of land, and in the re-
ceptionof the five per centum of the net proceeds of the sales of
the public lands, with the sum due to this State, ‘the place where
and time when it may be received.

Very Respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
JAMES HARLAN,
Superintendent of Public Insturetion.
Hon. R.-M. Youxe. Com. Gen. Land Office. . '
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E.
[s cor Y.]

Gexerar Laxp Orrice, )

July 20th, 1847. ¢

Sir—Your communication to the Secretary of the Treasury, of
the 12th inst., describing certain tracts of land to have been selected
by the State of Iowa, under the 8th section of the act of the 4th
Sept., 1841, have been referred to this office; and in reply thereto
I have to inform you, that whatever selections are made by the
State, under the act referred to, are required to be reported to the
Register of the Land Office inthe District where the land is situa-
ted, and through him to this office, which will submit them to the
Secretary of the Treasury. They are reported to the Register that
he may compare them with the plot and tract books of his office, and
see that they do not conflict with other interests, and also that they
are in confornlty to law, and then transmit them to this office for
its action. : :

The communication has been retained, but no action will be had
on the tracts thus reported. You will therefore report them to the
Register, and when he transmitg lists to this office, the selections
will be considered. )

In the mean time I would respectfully call your attention to the

“fact that it is required that distinct and separate lists be made of the
selections under the different laws ; that is, you are not to blend the
school and seminary selections with those%elected under the act of
the 4th Sept., 1841, and also that each list is to be accompanied by a
separate letter, the subject of which is to be confined to the particu-

lar class of selections which may from time to time be reported to
the Register.

This is absolutely necessary, with a view to systemize the busi-
ness, and have it conducted with satisfaction to yourself, the State,
and the different officers through which said selections have to
pass.

In advance of the instructions which are now preparing for the
Registers of the different Land Offices, (a copy of which will be for-
warded to you in a few days,) I would remark that the date of the
selection of a tract of land, will: not take effect until the time when
it is filed with the Register; andalso that selections cannot be re-
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cognized until the approved plat of the survey of the land has been
filed in the Register’s Office.

It is respectfully recommended to defer making selections until a
copy of the instructions referred to is received by you, which will
enable you to act understandingly inthe commencement of this busi-
ness, and save you much unnecessary trouble in future.

Very Respeotfully,
Your obedient servant, \
RICHARD M. YOUNG.
Commissioner.
James Hareaw, Esq., Superintendent of Public Instruction of the
State of Iowa, Iowa City.

F.
o

[a corv.]

Generar Lanp Orricr,
August 11th, 1847,

Sir—Enclosed herewith I send you a circular of instructions,
dated 6th of August, 1847, in relation to the selection of the 500,-
000 grant, under the 8th section of the act of the 4th September;
1841, which has been issued and transmitted to the United States
Registers. This cirewlar is intended as a reply to that portion of
your communication to the Secretary of the Treasury of the 9th of
June, and to this office of the 8th of J uly, 1847,in relation to said
selections.

T also send you a printed form of the list which is to be used in
making said selections, and would respectfully recommend that you
furnish the State agents with a supply that their action may be
made in conformity therete.

I am, sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
RICHARD M. YOUNG,
Commissioner.
James Harrax, Esq., Superintendent of Public Instruction, Towa
City, Iowa.
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G.
[o corr.]
CIRCULAR TO THE UNITED STATES REGISTERS.

GrrerarL Laxp Orrice, %

August 6th, 1847.

Str—Herewith you will receive a copy of the 8th section of the
act of 4th September, 1841, entitled ¢ An act to appropriate the pro-
ceeds of the public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights.”

In order to facilitate the business of State selections under this
act, I 'have to draw your attention to the following :

1st. The whole area to which the State of Iowa is entitled under
this law, is 500,000 acres.

2nd. The act requires the selections to be ¢ in parcels conforma-
bly to the sectional divisions and subdivisions of not less than three
hundred and twenty acres in any one location,” &ec.

Under this requirement, a selection may include a whole section
or a fractional section, or an island containing three hundred and
twenty acres, more or less ; provided the State, where the quantity
is less than the prescribed number of acres, will agree to accept the
same for and in lieu of a tract containing the full quantlty of three
hundred and twenty acres, but not otherwise.

Or it may embrace the East, West, North or South half of a sec-
tion, or two adjoining quarters of different sections: provided the
tracts selected join each other, and form compact parcels, containing
together not less than three hundred and twenty acres.

3d. The selections must be based upon the official township plats
of the public surveys, which are required to be approved by the
Surveyor General, and on file in the local land office at the time of
filing the selection.

4th. The law allows selections to be made upon public lands,
whether offered or unoffered. But no selection is admissible upon
any land to which a pre-emption or other valid claim shall be legally
established, nor on any land which “is or may be reserved from
sale by any law of Congress, or proclamation of the President of the
United States,” nor upon any tract which is reserved or withdrawn
from market for any purpose whatever.

Sth. The selecting agent of the State should file in your office an
authenticated copy of his letter of appointment, or other satisfactory

12
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evidence of his authority ; and it is important and necessary that he
should make such careful and thorough preliminary examinations as
will enable him to select lands to which there may exist no valid
claim by pre-emption or otherwise to avoid the embarrassment and
delays consequent upon such conflicts, you will also examine the
plats, records and papers in your office before the lists of lands so
selected are filed, and see that such selections are in all respects free
from such objections.

16th, If, notwithstanding such precaution, the State shall here-
after select lands which shall be found to be interfered with by
any prior and better claim or claims, the selection to the whole ex-
tent of such [claim or claims] will of course be null and void ; and
if such valid elaim or claims shall only extendto a part of the selec-
tion, by the rejection of which the remaining portion or portions
shall be reduced to one or more detached bodies, below the quanti-
ty of 320 acres, the part or parts not interfered with may never-
theless be confirmed, provided the State will accept each detached -
parcel, wkich may thus be reduced to less than 320, as equivalent to
and in lieu of the full quantity of 320 acres; otherwise, such parts
or parcels will be rejected on the ground of the land not forming the
compact parcel required by law.

77th, That the action of this office may be uniform, it is hereby
determined, from the date of this circular, that when selections are
reported to this office which are found to conflict with declaratory
statements of pre-emptors, the approval of that part of the selection
thus cdvered by such statement, together with such portion as may
not "be interfered with but which would be less than 820 acres, if
the part covered by the declaration should be confirmed to the claim-
ant, will be suspended to await the final result of the pre-emption
claims, which if not established at the expiration of the period al-
lowed by law, the selection of the State will then be approved.

8th, Should a tract of land be selected by the State and rejected
on the ground of not forming the compact parcel required by law
it is no bar to its being re-selected, provided other land, not inter-
fered with, is selected in connection with it so as to form the com-
pact parcel of 320 acres, or more, as the case may be. Should such
re-se}egtjgms be made they are required to be embraced in an entire
»ew list, bearing the number of the series at the time of such re-
selection.

‘Herewith you will ressive the form of a list to be used for selec-
o ;
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tions: This form requires the date to be given when the list is
filed in your office, such date being regarded as the date of selec-
tion, so that in the event of a pre-emption or other conflict, the ques-
tion as to briority of right may be properly settled :—The lists
should bear a regular series of numbers from No. 1, and should be
signed by the Agent. If the list is regular and complete you will
enter up the slections on your books and mark them on the plats
—sign the official certificate as to the correctness of the list of se-
lections, and transmit the same to this office, in order that it may
be transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury for his approval.
The law of Congress allows no commissions on this business.
You are requested to acknowledge the receipt of this circular,
which is designed to embrace the material principles in previous
cireulars in reference to this subject, and to be your rule of action
in relation to this business in future.
Very respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t.,
RICHARD M. YOUNG,
Commissioner.

Nore.—~The States desxgnated in the 1st section of thelact of
Congress, approved September 4th, 1841, entitled “An act to ap-
propriate the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and to gfant
pre-emption rights,” are Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Alabama, Missouri,
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas and Michigan.

Acr, Sep. 4, 1841.—Sec. 8, And be it further enacted, That there
shall be granted to each State specified in the first section of this
aet, five hundred thousand acres of land, for purposes of internal
improvement ; Provided, That to each of said States which has
already received grants for said purposes, there is hereby granted
no more than a quantity of land which shall, together with the
amount such State has already received as aforesaid, make five hun-
dred thousand acres ; the selections in all of the said States to be
made within their limits, réspectively, in such manner as the Leg-
islatures thereof shall direct, and located in parcels, conformably to

.sectional divisions and subdivisions, of not less than three hun-
dred and twenty acres in any one location, on any public land ex-
cept such as is or may be reserved from sale by any law of Cong-
ress, or proclamation of the President of the United States ; which
said lncatlons may be made at any time after the lands of the United
States, in said States, respectively shall have [been] surveyed ac-
eording to existing laws And there shall be and hereby is granted

.
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to each new State that shall be hereafter admitted into the Union,
upon such admission, so much land as, including such quantity as
may have been granted to such State before its admission and while
under a territorial government, for purposes of internal improve-
men® as aforesaid, as shall make five hundied thousand acres of
land, to be selected and located as aforesaid.

AN ACTto authorizethe Governors of the States of Illinots, Arkansas
and Missouri, to cause to be selected the landstherein mentioned.

Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Represeniatives of the Uni~
ted States of America in Congress assembled, That so much of the
eight section of the act entitled “An act to appropriate the proceeds
of the sales of the public lands, and to grant pre-emptions,” approv-
ed September fourth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, as
provides that the selections of the grants of land made to the several
States therein mentioned, for the purposes of intérnal improvement,
shall be made respectively, in such manner as the Legislatures
thereof shall direct, is so far modified as to authorize the Governors
of the States of Illinois, Arkansas and Missouri to cause the selec-
tions to be made for those States without the necessity of convening
the Legislature thereof for that purpose.

Approved, March 19, 1842.

H.
[a corv.]

GexerAL LaNp Orrice,
August 11th, 1847. g

Sir—1In reply to that part of your letter of the 9th ult., having
reference to the payment of the five per cent fund, accruing to.
Towa under the act of 28th December, 1846, I have the honor to.
state that the accounts with the several States, entitled toa per cent-
age upon the net proceeds of the sales of the public lands within
their limits, are adjusted annually; that it was not deemed impor-.
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tant to adjust one with Towa for the three days of 1846 that she was
a State, it being -intended that that fraction of a year should be in-
cluded in that for the year 1847, which cannot be adjusted until
some time in May or June 1848, as itis not anticipated that the ac-
counts of the Receivers of public moneys, (which form the basis of
the fund accounts,) for the fourth quarter, 1847, will be audited
sooner than that. When the account shall have been audited, the
amount found due the State will be paid by draft in your favor.
Respectfully,
. Your obedient servant,
[Signed.] ) RICHARD M. YOUNG,
‘Commissioner.
James Haruax, Esq., Superintendent of Public Instruction, Iowa
City, Iowa. ‘

I.
V[A copy.]

Gexerar Laxp Orncn,%’

August 17th, 1847.

S1r-—Your two communications to the Secretary of the Treasury, .
one dated 29th July, and the other 3rd Argust, 1847, reporting se-
lections under the 8th section of the act of the 4th September, 1841, .
have been referred to this office, and I have to inform you, that the-
same disposition has been made of them as the one referred to in
the second paragraph of myletter to you of the 29th July, 1847,
viz : that no action will be had on the tract thus reported, until the
same shall have been reported to the Register, and through him to
this office. Long ere this reaches its destination, you will have re-
ceived the form of the list which has been adopted, and the instruc-
tions dated 6th of August, 1847, transmittedto you onthe 11th inst.
which, if strictly carried out, will save you, the State, the Registers
and this office, much unnecessary trouble.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
RICHARD M. YOUNG,
Commissioner.
James Harvax, Esq., Superintendent of Public Instruction, Iowa

City, Towa.
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N. B.—To prevent difficulty as to priority of location or entries
you will make out the new list according to my last instructions
with dates to correspond with the time at which the State selection:
were filed, or may be filed with the Register.

R. M. YOUNG.

J.

[o copv.]

GEeneraL Lawp Orncn,g

September 3d, 1847..

Sir—Your communication of the 18th August, 1847, to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury, reporting lands selected under the act of
4th September, 1841, has been referred to this office, and I here-
with inform you that the same disposition has been made of it as of
those referred to in my communications to you of the 29th July,
and 17th August last.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
RICHARD M. YOUNG,
Commissioner

ey

.
K.

[2 corv.]

Laxp Orrice; Fairrierp, Iowa, 2

August 24, 1847.

S1r—S8ix communications, severally dated July 5th, 12th, 17th
23d, and 29th, and August 3rd, 1847, have been received at thi:
office, signed by you as  Superintendent of Public Instruction,’
and designating certain lands as having been selected by you, on the
part of the State of Iowa, as a portion of the 500,000 acres grantec
to said State by the 8th section of the act of September 4th, 1841
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‘The receipt of these communications would have been sooner ac-
knowledged, but for the reasons that, until the present time this of-
fice was not in possession of any instructions authorizing it to take
action in the premises.

By last evening’s mail I received from the Commissioner of the
General Land Office, a letter, bearing date August 11, 1847, to-
gether with a circular and the requisite forms of application, &ec.,
relative to the grant in question. A copy of the circular, &e., has
undoubtedly been received at the Land Office at your place, the pe--
rusal of which can be obtained by calling on the Register.

By this circular you will perceive that the first step to be taken
by you, in order that your acts may be recognized by the General
Government, will be to file in the District Land Offices of the State -
proper evidence as to your authority to act as an agent on the part of
the State.

When sueh evidence is filed in this office, selections duly reported .
by you in accordance with the regulations and forms preseribed by -
the Treasury Department, will be acted upon by me.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
BERNHART HENN,.
Register:.
James Harwaw, Esq., Iowa City, Iowa.

L.
[s corv.],

SveerinTENDENT'S Orrice Iowa Crry,
August 30th 1847. g

Smm:—VYour letter of August 24th, 1847, acknowledging the re-
xception of various communications from this office, giving informa-
tion of your present ability to take official action in such cases, and
referring me to the land office of this place, for the contents of cer-
tain documents; has been duly received.

But having received, directly from the Commissioner of the Gen-
eral Land Office, what is supposed to be a copy of the same docu-
ments, and other communications on the subject of the location of
the 500,000 acres of land, the application which you mention be-
comes unnecessary. Having given the Secretary of ‘the Treasury




¢
96 JOURNAL OF THE

of the United States, official information and evidence of my author~
ity to act as the'agent of the State in the selection of these lands,
previous to any report of selections of lands from this office, it was
to be supposed that he would communicate this fact to subordinate
offices. But being requested to do this by the Commissioner of the
General Land Office, I enclose, in compliance with your intimation,
a copy of “an act supplemental and amendatory to an act for the es-
tablishment of commen schools,” approved February 24th, 1847.—
Section 24, which authorized the election of a Superintendent of
Public Instruction; and the 25th section, which prescribes the man-
ner of his instalment into office. Also, I enclose toyou a certificate
from the Secretary of the State of Iowa, of a compliance with the
requirements of this section, having filed the necessary paper, ap-
proved by the Governor of the State. I also enclose, “an act to pro-
vide for the management and disposition of the school fund,” refer-
ring you to the 17th section of said law, as evidence of my authority
to make the reports referred to. All of which, at the request of
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, is respectfully sub-
mitted.
Very respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t.,

JAMES HARLAN,
Sup’t of Public Instruction.
BeryuarT Hewnw, Register Land Office,
Fairfield, Iowa.

M.

[4 corv]

TIowa City, ‘September 15th, 1847." ;

Sir :—Herewith, you wlll' receive a “report” of lands selected
by the State of Iowa, as a part of the 500,000 acres of land granted
to this State by the 8th section of “an act”. of Congress of the 4th
September, 1841. And as the agent for the State in the location of
these lands, has been requested by the Commissioner of the Gener-
al Land Office, to send you “an authenticated copy’of his letter of
appointment, or other evidence of authority,” you are respectfully
referred to the 24th section of a law of this State, herewith transmit-
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ted, entitled ““an act supplemental and amendatory to an act for the
establishment of common schools,” &c., approved February 24th,
1847, authorizing the election of a Superintendent of Public Instrue-
tion ; and to the 25th section of the same law, making it the duty of
the person thus elected, before entering on the discharge of the du-
ties of the office, to file papers therein named, with the Governor’s
approval, in the office of the Secretary of the State of Jowa; and to
the inclosed certificate from the Secretary, that those papers, with
the approval of the Governor of said State, have been filed, as pre-
scribed by saidlaw ; and to the 17th section of a law of the State of
Iowa, herewith transmitted, entitled ¢ an act to provide for the man-
agement and disposition of the school fund,” approved February
25th, 1847, requiring the Superintendent of Public Instruction to re-
port to the land offices in this State, selections of lands, as therein
prescribed ; the same being part of the 500,000 above mentioned.
Very respectfully, your ob’t. serv’t.,

JAMES HARLAN,

; Sup’t. of Public Instruction.
Register of Land Office, Dubuque, Iowa.

N.

[a corv.]

Iowa City, September 10th, 1847.

Sir :—Having given official information of the creation and ex-
istence of an agency on the part of the State of Iowa, for the selee-
tion of the 500,000 acres of land granted by the 8th section of an act
of Congress of September 4th, 1841, to the Secretrry of the Treas-
ury of the United States, it was supposed to be his province to com-
municate this fact to the proper subordinate officers of the depart-
ment of which he is head. But being requested to do this, by the
Commissioner of the General Land Office, you are respectfully re-
ferred to the 24th section of a law of this State, herewith transmit-
ted, entitled ““an act supplemental and amendatory to an act for the
establishment of common schools,” &c., approved February 24th

1847, authorizing the election of a Superintendent of Public Instruc-
1’
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tion, and to the 25th section of the same law, making it the duty of
the person thus elected, before entering on the” duties of said office,
to file papers therein named, with the Governor’s approval, in the
office of the Secretary of the State, and to the inclosed certificate,
from the Secretary of the State of Towa, that such papers with the
approval of the Governor of said State, have been filed as prescribed
by ‘said law ; and to the 18th section of alaw of the Stafe of Iowa here-
with transmitted, entitled ¢“an act &c., for the management and dis-
position of the school fund,” approved Febrhary 25th, 1847, requi-
ring the Superintendent of Public Instruction to report to the land
offices of this State, selections of land therein prescribed, the same
bemga part of the 500,000 acres above mentloned ‘

Accompanylng this, you will also receive anew list of lands pre-
viously reported to your office, from this office, according to the
formula received from the Commissioner of the General Land Office
with dates corresponding with the dates of the original reports re-
ceived by you, as instructed by the Commissioner in the last commu-
nication received from him at this office.

K : Very respectfully, your ob’t, serv’t.
: JAMES HARLAN,
Sup’t. of Public Instruction.

Register of Land Office, Iowa City, Iowa.
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AN ABSTRAC