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HISTORY OF INSTITUTIONAL LIBRARIES IN IOWA

INTRODUCTION

In compiling a history of the institutional (correctional and
custodi;l) libraries in Iowa, I have consulted mainly primary sources
and extracted pertinent information in some detail. Most helpful
were the articles in the Iowa State Board of Control's Bulletin and
the statistics in its Biennial Report. Also consulted were the Iowa
Library Quarterly and for more recent years, the publications of the
institutions themselves. The first three sources provided much
informacion on the early years.

Iowa was a pioneer in this field of endeavor; so it follows that
meny articles were written and reports made during those early years.
From these sources I have quoted freely, to give a picture of the
situation which is as accurate as possible and because the story is
best told by those who experienced it.

From around 1935 to tﬁe present time little information was
found. I surmise that after Iowa's pioneering stéps, interest in éhe
project begun so optimistically, declined, and neither‘money nor
personnel was supplied to keep the program in operation.

At present the outlook is brighter because of the recent appoint-
ment of an Institutional Library Consultant to the State Traveling
Library. Hopefully the materials and services of the institutional

libraries will soon be upgraded so that they will again be a credit

to ‘the State of Iowa.




INSTITUTIONS

The institutions under the jurisdiction of the Board of Control
have varied somewhat over the years. This can be observed from some
of the earlier tables of statistics; for instance, the School for the

Bldnd at Vinton is no longer administered by the Board while the

Women's Reformatory has been added.

The following is a list of institutions currently under the
Board of Control, arranged by type and in order of founding:
Correctional - Adult

State Penitentiary - Fort Madison, 1839
(First offenders over 30 and-all recidivists

Men's Reformatory - Anamosa, 1873
(First offenders under 31)

Women's Reformatory - Rockwell City, 1819
(Over 18 or married, sentences over 30 days)
Correctional - Juvenile
Training School for Girls - Mitchellville, 1868

Training School for Boys - Eldora, 1868

Custodizl

Mount Pleasant Mental Health Institute, 1864
Independence Mental Health Institute, 1873
Clarinda Mental Health Institute, 1388
Cherokee Mental Health Institute, 1902

Clenwood State Hospital-School, 1876
Woodward State Hospital-School, 1917

Homes

Annie Wittenmyer Home, Davenport, 1876 (formerly Soldiers'
Towa Soldiers' Home, Marshalltown, 1887 Orphans' Home)
State Juvenile Home, Toledo, 1920




EARLY ACTIVITIES
The earliest stirrings over the provision of libraries for
Jowa's institutions began even before the turn of the century. In its
early history one of Iowa's institutions can boast of a rather famous
benefactor. The first books presented to the Mental Health Institute
at Mount Pleasant were "fifty hymnals given by Dorothea Dix when she
- and Julia Ward Howe were here to approve the building site in the
late 1850's."t
In 1898 the Iowa Board of Control was created by an act of the
'legislature to supervise the care of the stete's institutions. It is
safe to conjecture that the Board of.Controi's early interest in
libraries was partly due to the fact that two of the three members of
the board were also trustees of the state iibrary.
Shortly after his appointment, one of the board members wrote:
"Je seek to provide each institution with a good working library
suited to the needs of its inmates. It is the policy for the Board to
expend as far as the finances admit, any amount pf money necessary Or
proper for the development of the libraries in 2ll the state

institutions.”2 A o

lumuo Libraries at the M H Institute,” The Mount Pleasant News
(April 17, 1964). '

Zrlorence Rising Curtis, The Libraries of the American State and
Nationai Institutions for Defectives, Dependents, and Delinquents,
University of Minnesota, Studies in Social Sciences, No. 13
(Minneapolis, 1918), p. 31.




In the Board of Control's First Biennial Report in 1899, the
provision of library materials was mentioned several times. The Iowa
Soldiers' Orphans' Home asked for an appropriation of $800 for its
library. (p. 38). The Iowa School for the Deaf asked for $200 for
materials because of the "incalculable benefit to our deaf pupils of
additional reading matter."3 The Iowa Training School for Girls asked
for more money saying, ''The appropriation of the last general assembly
has been judiciously expended, and we now have 326 volumes of good

literature...nothing takes the place of an abundance of choice reading

: s . . 4
matter during the long winter evenings."

The chaplain at Fort Madicon reported that their library contained
6,000 to 7,000 volumes. "About 550 books have been purchased to

replace those already worn, besides 325 copies of the Gospel Hymns, ...Good

books are excellent companions to a poor prisoner, and have lifted many

out of the slough of despondency, and have become the means of saving
himself from himself, and strengthening his will in a new effort
to regain his manhood.">

The librarian at Anamosa was also the chaplain. Their library
was destroyed by fire in 1896 and 4,500 books were purchased to replace
the loss.

Unfortunately, in the same biennial report, this statement was

made in describing physical improvements needed at the institutions:

31owa. State Board of Control, Biennial Report, I (1899), 596.
41bid., p. 703.
5Ibid., p. 889.
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"0opne thousand five hundred dollars of library fund might be transferred
to the repair and contingent fund."®

In the second Biennial Reporf of the Board in 1901, Anamosa

had some important statistics to reveal:

"As an indication of the use made of the library,

it is necessary to state that during the year from

June 1, 1899, to June 1, 1900, there have been 29,246

books circulated among the prisoners, almost as many

as circulated at the Cedar Rapids public library, which

circulated 33,939 for the same period of time, in a city
; of 25,000 inhabitants.'"/ (Inmate population was in

1901, 442.)

And in 1903, the Soldiers' Orphans' Home in Davenport justified
their request for more money thusly: .

"It is very seldom that the legislature fails to
mzke appropriations of a few hundred dollars at each
session for library purposes. The last assembly, however,
either overlooked, or for some good reason probably, omitted
this provision. We venture therefore to ask for a larger
zmount this time, and feel that we can make good use of one
thousand dollars invested in books."8

FIRST INSTITUTIONAL LIBRARY SUPERVISOR IS APPOINTED
When the Board of Control and the superintendents of the

institutions met for their quarterly conference in June, 1905,

»

Mr. Johnson Brigham, the state librarian and president of the Iowa

Library Commission, read his detailed paper: 'Libraries in the State

!

Institutions." 1In Part I of this paper he discussed institutional

libraries in other states. 1In Part II the attention was turned to

61bid., p. 38.
71bid., p. 697.
8Board of Control, Bi. Rep., III (l903l, 587.
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institutional libraries in Iowa and Brigham quoted L. G. Kinne,

a member of the Board of Control:

"Until the act of the legislature 2 years ago there
was no money provided for the purchase of books at any
institution except as we obtained special appropriation
therefor. These were usually in small amounts. That
legislature passed an act setting apart, under the control
of the Board, a certain portion of the money received for
acdmissions to the penitentiaries for use in procuring libraries
for other state institutions. Under this act very large
additions have been made to the libraries at Cherokee and
at Independence, - and like provision made for the Boys'
Industrial School at Eldora. There is no particular policy
recarding libraries for any of our institutions or class of
institutions."?

Mr. Brigham then cited the following statistics and made an

.

important recommendation which would indeed be put into action before

long:
Institutional Library Report for 1503-1905 BienniumiO

Aver. Books Bks. Add. Money spent Books Money

Popu. in lib. in bien. in biennium per cap. per cap.
Anamosa 385 9,000 1,293 $1,579.39 23 $4.10
Cherokee 732 956 956 928.66 1 1.26
Clarinda 934 1,529 214 197.65 2 .21
Council Bluffs 260 2,200 9
Davenport 492 4,000 8
Eldora : 458 2,635 885 899.34 6 "1.96
Fort Madison 567 8,000 507 592.85 14 "1.04
Glenwood 1,009 800 23 39.11 1 .04
Independence 1,050 1,200 738 616.55 1 .60
Marshalltown - 786 1,745 2
Mitchellville 206 1,000 266 215.98 5 1.04
Mount Pleasant 1,051 2,800 152 147.56 3 14
Vinton 151 6,044 40

Total . 8,061 41,909 5,034 . $5,217.09 8.85 1.04

9Towa. State Board of Control, Bulletin, VII (1905), 334-335.
101bid., p. 336.




committed to your care by the State, with the already
large and growing aggregation of books committed to your
keeping by the Board, must force upon you a serious
consideration of the whole subject of library policy. The
tentative and therefore temporary policies which have been
pursued in most of the institutions represented there must i
of necessity be soon or late supplanted by a clearly defined '
policy adequate for present needs and, of infinitely more
importance, sufficient for the greater needs of the future,"11

"This large aggregate of populatibn'- over 3,000 -~ !

Mr. Brigham went on to make further recommendations. In Part III,

entitled the "Iowa Plan' he says:

"It would seem to me desirable that every institution
should have its central library and reading room and
that the books in that library should be accessible to
all comers. I am aware that in the penitentiary there
must be severity of discipline which would limit this free
use of the library, that the physical and mental conditions
in the hospitals would of themselves seriously limit the
use of the general library.....but the fact remains, that
in every institution a general library accessible to all
who can avail themselves of its benefits, should be utilized
as an incentive to the inmates' well-doing and, in turn,
as contributory to, his well-being.... 2

I urge you to push to the outside limit of discretion
the permission to have direct, personal access to books."

Mr. Brighem also calls for worthwhile character—-shaping fiction
which he says ''are to the moral nature what the gymnasium and athletic
sports are to the physical nature."l% "In many cases books do minister

to the mind diseased."1°

1l7pi4.

121bid., p. 337.
131bid., p. 338.
l47vid., p. 341.
151pid., p. 342.




For support, Mr. Brigham cites the opinions of a prison chaplain
who has charge of the library: "It is one of the best things about
the pricon, helpful to the discipline and an encouragement to the men
to look hopefully to an improved future."

"The library as an adjunct to the pfison cannot be too highly
spoken of in relation to discipline and its direct effect on the
prisoner. The lot of the prisoner would be doubly hopeless and his
reformation much less a pbssibility without the aid and companionship
of books.”l6

In conclusion, Mr. Brigham states,

B

"See to it, then, that the library - that epitome of the
world's knowledge, philosophy and progress - is given the
treatment it deserves in all your educational and ethical.
plans and that the several libraries you create in your
respective institutions shall be so many monuments to your
judgment and to your enlightened and enlightening
benevolence.'17
A few months later, in October of 1905, Miss Alice S. Tyler,

Secretary of the Iowa Library Commission which was created in 1900,
gave her suggestions for the solution of the problem in her paper,

"A Working Library Versus a Collection of Books'. She stated that a
consistent policy of administration for the institutional libraries
was necessary for their adequate functioning. To this end she
recommended the appointment of a trained supervising librarianm to visit

2ll the institutions, help with book selection, train assistants, prepare

systems of loans and acquisitions, and help with classification.

161pid., p. 347.

171vid., p. 349.




To support her suggestions, Miss Tyler states:

"Tn certain institutions I can conceive of it being
of great value to the physician or Superintendent to
know just what books certain patients most enjoy and which
books are most popular with certain classes; certain books
could be prescribed with almost as much assurance as
medicine.''18

In concluding her report, she says:

"I know of no state having tried this, and I understand
from a member of this board that no state has actively
utilized the libraries in their work. Why should not
Iowa lead in this matter as she has done in so many others 119

The efforts of these two speakers were seemingly influential,

as the 5th Biennial Report of the Board of Control states:

"On the 10th day of January, A.D., 1906, Miss Miriam E.
Carey was appointed Librarian of State Institutions under
our control at a salary of $100 per month and traveling expenses,
and entered upon the discharge of her duties on the first day
of the following March.'

CONDITIONS AT THE TIME OF THE APPOINTMENT

A good summary of the situation of the institutional libraries
prior to Miss Carey's appointment is given by the chairman of the

Board of Control, G. S. Robinson, who also explains how the new post

)

was created and financed.

187pid., p. 451.
191bid., p. 453.
20B0ard of Control, Bi. Rep., V (1906), 3.
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Even as early as 1906 the pu e
and periodicals by the fourteen sta netitutions under
the Board of Control of State Inst o
become a serious problem. At that time the institutions
coatained 8,000 inmates in charge of 1,400 officers and
employeces, and included four hospitals for the insane,
one hospital for inebriates, an institution for feeble-
minded children, a soldiers' home, a soldiers' orphans' home,
school for the deaf, college for the blind, two penitentiaries,
and industrial school for boys and one for girls.

The penitentiaries, having liberal library funds, had
acquired large collections of books, one of the hospitals
for the insane had a considerable aumber of high-class
publications in fine bindings, many of them imported, but
adepted to the use of advanced students and scholars
rather than the ordinary reader or the insane. These
books were in cases on the wards, but were seldom read.
Other institutions also had books, and appropriations
had been secured to make further additions to the libraries,
but the board was not satisfied with the work done or results
obtained, and felt the need of trained helpers in selecting
reading matter and causing it to be circulated and read. State
library officials gave valuable aid in selecting books, but
lacked the intimate knowledge of the various classes of
rezders which was necessary to the most intelligent
selections. Some of the institutions had officers capable
of meking desirable book lists, but none of them had anyone
trained in library work, capable of classifying and
cataloging books, keeping proper records, and stimulating
interest in the libraries.

The needs of the institutions varied according to
their different classes of inmates and the differing needs
of inmates of the same institution. Few of the institutions
had anyone in service who possessed adequate knowledge of
literature and also of the peculiar needs of the population
to be served. The cheplains of the prisons had charge of ..
the prison libraries and rendered valuable service as
librarians, but they were mnot trained in the work and could
give to it but little time. 1In none of the other institu-
tions was there anyone who gave systematic attention to the
libraries. Most of the libraries contained worthless books
and some which were objectionable because bad. What time
had been given to the libraries was of an irregular, spasmodic
character, but little cataloguing was done, few records
were kept, books desired were not easily found, and many

were lost.

e




11

Attempts had been made to improve the service, but
there were no funds to employ trained librarians to give
all their time to the work, and recourse was had to
detailing employees charged with other regular duties to
give a part of their time to the libraries. But none of
them had library training, few had much knowledge of books,
their terms of service in the institutions were usually
short, and the work was not carried on in a systematic
and effective manner, and was of little value. Finally
the board became satisfied that a new system should be
adopted to secure the best obtainable results, and
conferred with state librarians and others as to different
plans. It finally adopted the system of employing a
trained, experienced, and competent librarian to take
charge in a supervisory way of all the institution
libraries. As there'was no state fund available for
the payment of the salary and expenses of such an
officer, the board could not appoint, but it was
arranged that each institution should assume its
proper share of the cost of the service based on the
time the librarian should give to its library. Pursuant
to this plan, a trained librarian was selected who
entered on the performance of her duties March 1, 1906."21

The Iowa Library Quarterly made note of this event with an

editorial in January of 1906:
"Supervision of Libraries in Iowa State Institutions"

"For more than 7 years the state institutions of Iowa,
outside the educational institutions, have been under the
management of a Board of Control of State Institutions.
There are fourteen of these under the supervision of this
Board. Libraries have existed in a more or less unorganized
condition in most of these institutions, but heretofore no
systematic efforts have been made to place them on a modern
basis. The Library Commission of Iowa has been greatly
interested in some plan for developing these libraries and ™
both the President and Secretary of the Library Commission
have presented papers on the subject recently at quarterly
meetings held by the Board of Control which are attended by
the superintendents or heads of all these state institutions.
At the October meeting after a plan was outlined by the

21G.s. Robinson, "Institution Libraries of Iowa," The Modern Hospital,
VI (Feb. 1916), 131.




Secretary o tae Commission for a systematic supervision of
these libraries it was unanimously voted to employ a

supervising l brarian who should have the general management
of the institution libraries in all matters of organization

and service,
The Boa
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the selection of books, etc.
rd of Control have selected for this

important position Miss Miriam E. Carey, librarian of the
Burlington public library for the past six years. Miss
Carey received her library training at the University of
Il1linois Library School and previous to that time had had
experience in teaching. DBy education and natural tastes
as well as by travel and broad reading Miss Carey is well
fitted for this work to which she also brings the
altruistic spirit.

No other state has heretofore undertaken the
systematic development of (sic) libraries in state
institutions under a skilled librarian, and it is hoped
that Iowa, as a pioneer in this work, may offer a
suggestive object lesson in this new and important line
of library development.'

.

Another slant on the appointment is this one by Florence Curtis: s |

"By a unanimous vote it was decided to create the office :
of Supervising Librarian of the State Institutions. The e
cduties of this supervisor, as discussed at the meeting, !
were: to pay regular visits to the libraries; to introduce
a uniform system of classification, establish permanent
records, and provide statistics of accession and of
circulation; and to stimulate reading through the selection
of books in each institution. In naming the first and
the last duties of the supervising librarian they initiated
a new form of library service to the institutions. It
would have been possible to devote a sum of money to the
classification of the libraries and the installation of
permanent records; by the requirement of regular visits .
and expert selection of the books for each type of
reacers, they provided for a continuous and intelligent -
development of the libraries.

It was the desire of the president of the board, Judge
G. S. Robinson, that the office of supervising librarian
should be created by a special act, but it was concidered
uncesirable at the time to urge such an action. The method
finally decided upon, was the appointment of a librarian
who should be paid by each institution on the basis of the
actually spent in its service. Miss Miriam E. Carey, .
rarian of the public library of Burlington, Iowa, was
ointed supervising librarian, beginning her duties in :
arch, 1906,"23 '

2275wa State Traveling Library, Iowa Library Quarterly,
V (Jan. 1906), 79-80.

23Curtis, p. 32.
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MISS CAREY'S WORK
Reactions to the avppointment of Miss Carey and its results were
not long in coming. The creation of this somewhat unusual post and

the employment of a woman to fill it (some 14 years before women's

suffrage was universal in the U.S.) did not go unrecognized.
G. S. Robinson comments on Miss Carey's work and the progress
made by the libraries following the appointment:

i She (Miss Carey) proved to have unusual qualifications
for the work, and entered on it with great enthusiasm.
Her duties included the supervision of the libraries of
+the various institutions under the control of the board,
the selection of books and periodicals in cooperation with
the institution officers and the board, the classifying and
cataloguing, the preparing of forms for records and reports,
the instruction and training of local librarians, the
stinulating of interest in employees and inmates in good
literature, or rather in literature best suited to their
needs, and the doing of whatever should be proper to increase
the efficiency and usefulness of the libraries.

A system of monthly reports by the local librarians
was instituted, the libraries were examined, objectionable
books were withdrawn, books not adapted to the use of the
institution where found were transferred to other institutions,
damaged books were catalogued, finding lists were made, and
so far as possible suitable rooms for the libraries and
for reading were secured and furnished. New book lists
were made out, and much attention was given to the needs
of employees as well as inmates. Especial effort was made
to stimulate interest in the libraries, and the circulation
of books and mzgazines was greatly increased.

No means exist for comparing accurately the circula-
tion before with that after the supervising librarian took
charge, but it is known that the circulation was greatly
increased during the first biennial period of her service.
In the statistics made under her supervision no account is
taken of newspapers taken and read by employees and inmates,
nor of magazines and books circulated and read, but not
issued by the librarian, nor of the different readers
of books and magazines issued to a ward or cottage and read
by more than one person before their return. As many
employees and inmates have their own papers, books, and
magazines, and many books and magazines are placed in
wards and other places where they are read by many before
they go back to the library, the number of readers and
the quantities of literature read are much greater than
the records show.
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which ended June 30, 1908. They show tnat at the
that period there were 50,640 volumes in the four-
teen institution libraries; that the average monthly
number of officers, employees, and inmates during the period
was 9,580; that the average monthly number of readers was
2,776, the total circulation 200,151, and that 38 per cent
of the circulation was of periodicals. Of the books circulated
approximately 2 per cent related to art, 2 per cent to
biozraphy, 3 per cent to essays and poetry, 3 1/2 per cent
to history, 3/4 of 1 per cent to science, 3 1/2 per cent to’
travel, 8 1/2 per cent was of a miscellaneous character, and
75 per cent was fiction.

In considering the circulation of books and the kinds
read, the character of the inmate population should be |
considered. Of the total number of inmates at the end of
the period - 7,989 - 1,083 were in the institution for
feebieminded children, which furnishes the smallest
percentage of readers, 4,069 were in the hospitals for
the insane, and a considerable number in the soldiers'
orphans' home, too young to read." .

The first available statistics cover the eighteen
s c

c
o

Apother statement declares: ''The work was so thoroughly

organized and so successfully administered under her supervision, .
that it was placed upon a permanent basis, and endured for a period
when there was no one in charge of the library.”zs

In 2n article entitled "Iowa's Advanced Step" in the Iowa

Library Quarterly of December, 1906, commendation is bestowed:

"The following reference to the work Miss Carey is
doing in the libraries of the Iowa State Institutions under
the Board of Control is taken from the address of the
President of the New York State Library Association, s
Miss Mary W. Plummer, at the Meeting of that Association
Octcber 1: '

"The libraries of the public institutions of the state
(New York), penal, reformatory, etc., have never, so far as
I know, attracted the interest of the association, immense
and important as is the field they offer for investigation.'

Towa has taken the most advanced step in regard to
these libraries by placing them all in charge of a state
visitor—-—-a trained experienced woman librarian, who is to be
responsible for the quality and fitness for their respective
institutions of all these book collections, influential over
the lives of the criminal and delinquent classes."

4Robinson, p. 131-132.

25Curtis, p. 33. )
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A progress report is given in the Board of Control's
Biennial Report:

"In our last report we announced the appointment of
Miriam E. Carey as supervising librarian of the state
tutions under our control. lier duties include the
vision of the various institution libraries, the
ifying of books, assisting in the selection of books
periodicals, the instruction and training of local
librarians, the stimulating of interest in the employes (sic)
and inmates in good literature, and the doing of whatever
secems to be proper to increase the efficiency and usefulness
of the libraries within her jurisdiction. '

In most institutions, before the appointment of Miss Carey,
but little attention had been given to the classification
and use of books, and no systematic attempt was made to
bring them to the attention of those for whom they were
designed. Many of the books had been selected with little
regard for the capacity and needs of the greater numbet of
prospective readers were not well adapted to their use and
were seldom read.

Under the management of the supervising librarian
the books in most of the libraries have been properly classi-
fied, and catalogues and finding lists have been prepared
which enable readers to know what the libraries contain
and make intelligent selections. Where practicable rooms
have been set aside for the libraries and local librarians
have been given charge of them to care for the books and
periodicals and to keep records of their distribution.
The peculiarities and needs of the inmates of each
institution have been studied and books have been selected
with special reference to them. Books found to be unsuited
¢o the population of one institution or which had ceased to
be useful there or which were duplicates have been sent to
ins-itutions which could use them to advantage. What has ..
been done has resulted in better selected and arranged
libraries, and much greater use oif them.

The totazl number of volumes in the fourteen state libraries
in existence at the end of the last biennial period was 49,841,
of which 2,748 were government publications and state documents,
1,185 were in the medical departments, leaving 45,908 volumes in
the several collections. The formation of a library in the
Sanitorium for the Treatment of Tuberculosis at Oakdale has
been commenced since the close of the period and it is not
included in this report. The number of books purchasecd during
the period was 7,214. The average monthly number of inmates
in the fourteen institutions during the eighteen months ending
June 30, 1908, was 8,525, the monthly average number of readers
was 2,760, and the total number of books and periodicals
issued was 200,151.

i

J
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The largest percentage of ¥

Industrial School for Boys at Eldora, and was 82. The

. smzllest was 9 per cent found in the Institution for
Feeble-Minded Children at Glenwood. The average
percentace for all the institutions was 32.

This statement does not include readers of newspapers,
and with the exception of the inmates of the School for the
Deaf does not include any readers of periodicals not issued
from the institution libraries. Many immates of the
different institutions receive newspapers and periodicals
for which they subscribe and pay.

The librarian received as compensation for her
services during the period $2005.84, and her personal
expenses in discharging her duties were $180.27 ,making
a total cost for the services rendered of $2,186.11 for
the period.

Although much has been accomplished during, the
period, some of the libraries are yet lacking in
important respects. DBetter quarters are needed for some.
Rooms convenvently located which can be used as reading
rooms as well as for the libraries are desirable in
severzl of the institutions not yet supplied. In the
opinion of the librarian large purchases of books will not
be needed in the future, but there should be purchases
of small numbers of the most desirable books as they are
issued from time to time, and these musi be carefully

elected and classified. Magazines must be collected
and bound for future use. Local librarians are changed
frequently and their successors must be instructed and
rained."<®

Finally, Miss Carey herself describes the highlights of her work
in a paper in the Bulletin of the Board of Control: "Libraries in
State Institutions—-The Book as a Tool" by Miriam E. Carey, Librarian

N

of State Institutions for Iowa.

" . .for a girl's reformatory school, books of outdoor life
and advanture should predominate with as little as possible
of the emotional."

"It is the Iowa idea that among the insane the book
can be used as a direct remedial agent, prescribed by
the physician according to the needs of each patient."

26poard of Control, Bi. Rep., VI (1908), 45-46.




“rascher Iowa idea with regard to the insane is, that
some books should be placed on every ward of the heospital.™

"Another phase of this question is the right of
the attendants and other employees to have books and
periodicals and a room in which to enjoy them. Undoubtedly
the personnel of a hospital would improve in a ratio to
make good extra expense, if special reading facilities
were provided." .

"At the girls' industrial school the official librarian
is the institution matron, but each cottage has one of the

girls for its special librarian while still another has
charge of the center library and meakes out the monthly

"In institutions it is seldom precticable for the
readers to go in person to the library."

Statistics for the use of books and periodicals zat
Anzmosa during March, 1907:

Number of inmatesS .eeeesssess 339
Number of readers ....eeee-o. 311
FiCtion eeseeeeeecansscssenass L1420
Non-fiCtion eeeeeeecaseeeesss 091
Unbound periodicals .+........ 3355

Total 5466

. ..in Iowa the library movement of the state as a
whole was zntedated by activity in state institutions.

The treaveling library system was inaugurated by the
state library board, two members of which were afterwards
two of the three men appointed as the first Board of Control
of the State Institutions.™

“It 1is to the initiative of this group of bookish men,
for the third member was in sympathy with the others,
thaz Iowa owes its present advanced policy in this
direction."

"By an act of the legislature in 1903, the money
received from visitors to the penitentiaries was set
aside as the library, or book fund of the institutions,
a fund which, so far appears sufficient to keep the
collections fresh and attractive."
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"The superintendents of the Towa institutions at their
ucrterly confercnce with the Lcard of Control in the
£211 of 1905, voted to create the office of supervising
librarien, whose business it should be to pay regular visits to
each library, establish records, introduce a uniform system
of classification, provide statistics by means of charging

systems as well as records, and stimulate reading by the
selection of books suitable to each institution. This is
the firs:c instance in the history of the library movement,
0f the creation of such an office by a state. No precedenﬁs
exist, therefore, to guide as to methods and standards."

"Work was begcun the first of March, 1906, and is being
steadily pushed by methods indicated in this paper, in
which also an attempt has been made to outline the aims
and policy for the immediate future. The right to change

is mind is one always reserved by the wise and we of Iowa
desire to claim that privilege. rom every standpoint
this new departure in library work scems worthwhile.
As 2 business venture it is most reasonable, for accurate
records of books as property are seldom kept by the
untrained.

"The book is omnipresent. It is also democratic.

No lines are drawn around it. Rich and poor, high and low,
the free and the 'detailed' may gather, if they choose,
around the same library tablec and enjoy the same books."

"The democracy of the book is a beneficient influence
to unite the masses and clzsses and soften to the unfortunate
the bitterness of their segregation."

"May not the book in state institutions be the tcol to
weld together warring elements and restore them to society

reconciled on2l

For most purposes, the new venture in organizing institutien

libraries seemed to be a success. The superintendents reported that
the librarian was a great help and that there was less waste in
purchasing and better selection being done.

In 1908, Miss Carey made some remarks about the institution

libraries:

27Board of Control, Bull., IX (1907), 188-198.




"The totel number of volumes in the lowa libraries,
xclusive of government dGCLﬁen s and medical books, is

45,908, Larg ha ks will not be necessary
hereafter, thou here should be a regular buying of
suitcable books.

The book fund in Iowa is made up from visitor's
fees at the penitentiary and the reformatory. Institutions
also obtain special appropriations for this purpose.

The largest collections in Iowa are at the
penitentiaries. In fixing the limit of book buying for
a prison the claims of the long-time men should make
the policy liberal.

The amount of money expended for books during the
biennial period just closing was $6,718.79. The number
of books purchased was 7,214, which includes 1,082
volumes for an entirely new library installed at the
State Hospital for Inebriates.”

In 1909, she gave some statistics:

"In Iowa, out of an institution population of
9,580, 2,776 used the libraries. The insane and feeble-
ninded, who constituted nearly half this number, read
less in proportion than the others, their per cent
being 12. Taking out these classes, the percentage of
readers to population was 57. In the prison, men's
reformatory and the reform schools the percentages
were 67, 78, 79 and 61 respectively. Forty nine per
cent of the blind and 68 per cent of the deaf used
the library."29

MISS CAREY RESIGNS HER POST
Unfortunately, the newly created post was soon empty as the Iowa

Library Quarterly reports: e

"For more than two years the work of organizing and
supervising the libraries in the 14 Iowa State Institutions
under the Board of Control, has been carried on in a most
capable manner by Miss Miriam E. Carey. Much has been
accomplished, Iowa being the first state to provide such
supervision. It is LherefSre with deep regret that her
resignation is announced."

28p0ard of Control, Bull., X (1908), 289-290.

29y Miriam Ca*ey, "Report of the Committee on Commission Work in
State Institutions,' ALA Bulletin, III (Sept. 1909), 339-342.

30Traveling Library, ILQ, V (Dec. 1908), 244.
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. At this point the Board of Control made a suggestion: ''We
ecarnestly recommend that an annual appropriation of $1,500 be made to
pay the salary and necessary traveling expenses of a librarian for
this work."3%

Miss Carey, in January, 1909, went to the Minnesota Library
Commission as library organizer. She later became chairman of the
first American Library Association tnstitution library commission.

In Minnesota, Miss Carey visited the institutions, organized
several of the collections, and edited a column of institution library
notes. Then in September of 1913, the Minnesota Board of Control

created the position of Supervisor of Institution Libraries and

ppointed her to the office. Thus she had the responsibility of

[65)

orgenizing the work in the first two states to place it under a

.

special officer. |

The plans of the two states are contrasted in this paragraph:

"The Minnesota plan differs in some respects from that i
of Iowa, where the supervising librarian, who had no central ;
headquarters, spent her time between the several institutions. h

In Minnesota the work was centralized, first in the office of
the library commission, and later in that of the board of
control, and instead oi payments for services being made
directly by each institution, a monthly salary was named;
this was, under a later plan, charged back, pro rata, at the
end of the year. There was also provided a central office,
where attention might be given to lines of work for the benefit
of the institutions as a whole. Iowa had a considerable
advantage over Minnesota, far outweighing that of the central
headquarters, in the fact that it was, from the first, a
settled policy, both of the Board of Control and of the
superintendents, that 2 sufficient book fund should be
appropriated yearly for each of the institutions.”

315 ard of Comtrol, Bi. Rep., VIL (1910), 42.
32¢urtis, p. 33.
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From her new post in Minnesota, Miss Cayey comments on Towa
in 1911:

"Ag an outcome of the Iowa movement other states seem
to be looking more and more closely into their institution
libraries. .

The personality of the local librarian is a great
factor in book circulation in institutions. The work
of young Mr. Crumbaker and Miss Rowe in two of the
Iowa hospitals...l have never seen or heard of anything to
surpass what they have done for the insane in the way of
getting them to read. I like to recall young Crumbaker's
enthusiasm for the library and his way of going on the wards
and almost insisting that people should get books. They
all had implicit confidence in him and would read whatever
he put into their hands or sent to them.

The importance of the selection of the local
librarian is second only to the selection of the books
themselves. Technical training is not the most important
qualification for this first-hand work with the people.

A desire to be of service, adaptability to persons and
places, patience, sympathy, hopefulness——these are
essential qualities.”33

In a quarterly conference of the Board of Control, Miss Tyler
remarked:

"I confess that I share with Miss Sessions a pardonable
pride in the fact that Iowa was the first state to undertake
this systematic work. I confess that I almost hung my head
in mortification when this work lapsed temporarily and Minnesota
carried Miss Carey away to develop similar work in that state.

I have hoped all along that it is only a temporary lapse and
I again renewed my faith when I heard that there is a bill

before the legislature to create the position on a permanent
basis."3% .

A NEW LIBRARIAN TAKES OVER
After Miss Carey left Iowa, either a replacement could not be
found or one was not sought. At any rate, the post remained vacant

for two years until 1911:

33p0ard of Control, Bull., XIII (1911), 80-84.
341pid., p. 129.
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“The State Doard of Control has securced Miss Julia A,
Robinson for the position of Supervisor librarian of Iowa
institutions, made vacant two years ago by Mi !

S

resicnztion, and iiss Robinson assumes her du
1st. 1iiss Robinson resicns her position as assistant
secretary of the Xentucky Library Commission to take up
this worik. Her experience as acting secretary of the
Worth Dakota Library Commission and later in Kentucky,
efter her graduation from the Wisconsin Library School,
zives Miss Robinson (sicl a broad outlook for the work.
Her home is in Dubuque.”35
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When Miss Robinson assumed her new post there were fourteen state

institutions under the Board of Control with a total population of

zbout 9,000. The School for the Blind at Vinton, formerly under

hospital for imebriates, the Institution for Feeble Minded Children,
the School for the Deaf, the Soldiers' Orphans' Home, the Soldiers'
iome, and the tuberculosis sanatorium.
In & paper in 191236, Miss Robinson comments on the conditions
under which she began her work and the progress made:

"I need not speak of Iowa's creditable record in being the
t state to undertake the careful supervision of books and

ntment in 1906, to the supervision of these libraries,
or of her work in them. Suffice it to say that under her
direction the libraries were organized and classified,

P

s
dino in her state institutions, or, of Miss Carey's
o
o)

I

iqulated. Unfortunately the position became vacant by
Miss Carey's resignation at the end of 1908, and the
institutions were left to struggle as best they could with
this problem. In some cases no purchases were made and no
binding done between 1908 and 1912, while the wear of the
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rovided, the librarians instructed and the work generally
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357raveling Library, ILQ, VI (Sept. 1911), 18&9.
367raveling Library, ILQ, VI (Sept, 1912), 252-256.

hospitals, two penitentiaries, two industrial schools, the

ern library methods installed, necessary records and supplies

this Board, had been transferred to the Board of Education leaving four
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boolks continued. In some institutions the librarians
ins=ructed by Miss Carey lefit and there was no
~ructor for their successors, and the libraries

ins

became badly demoralized. In 211, the work suffered
from lack of direction, despite the heroic efforts
made by faithful librarians to carry on the work and
keep the libraries in good condition.

The first work of the present librarian has
naturally been the reorganization of the libraries,
where necessary, the weeding out of worn and unsuitable
books which have crept in, the sending of others for
rebinding, the selection of new books for purchase and
the encouragement and instruction of the librarians.

Miss Carey's last report gave a total of about
51,000 volumes in all the institutions, varying from
500 at Oakdale to 10,000 at Anamosa. The number, of
course, has been decreased by the loss during the years,
and the wear and tear of use. About 1400 volumes have
been added at the four institutions receiving new books
so far, and the total increase for the year will
probably amount to 4,500 volumes. Some institutions
have an appropriation to be used for the purchase of
book A1l may draw upon the fund rzised in the
penitentiaries by the visitor's fees.”

viss Robinson felt that good selection was the answer for the
institutions with normal or near-normal people but that the real
problem in book selection lay in providing suiteble reading for the

inmates of the insane hospital and the penal and reformatory

institutions. She quotes a superintendent of one of the mental

0

hospitals:

. "Dr. Witte, superintendent of the Clarinda Hospital for
Insane, believes that books play a more important part of
the work with insane than that of amusement or pastime,.
and that in time they will rise to the dignity of remedial
agents, with a librarian acting under the direction of a
physician and occupying a very important position in the
treatment of the insane.

She stresses the importance of books for the mentally ill being

of a recreational nature only:
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", ..the books must consist principally of fiction,
picture books, travel, biography, light science and out
of door books. They must be wholesome, not dealing
with suicide or insanity, nor gruesome in detail. Most
of 211, books which might suggest a morbid train of
thought should be excluded. While at one of
the insane hospitals during the summer, I was told of
a2 patient who had recently died, who had been a constant
reader of books about negroes until he had become very
much excited on the subject. Whether his death was
hastened by his reading I do not know, but such seemed
to be the opinion of the attendant. The possibility
of such being the case serves to emphasize the care
which must be exercised in the selection of books
for the insane, and in the adaption of the book to the
individual reader.

Miss Robinson felt that choosing books for the correctional
institutions was the most difficult since ”hgre the book must perform
its threefold mission of recreation, instruction and inspiration and
withal attracting and holding the attention."”

She included in this category the industrial schools since she
felt(that not all books suitable for young peoples' reading elsewhere
can be included in these collections. To support her feelings, she
cites an incident:

"During the summer one of the boys paroled from the
industrial school entered a small store one evening and
when time of closing he was asked to leave, he drew a
knife and stabbed the woman in charge, inflicting wounds
at first thought to be fatal. The brother of the boy is
firm in his belief that this was an attempt to emulate an
incident described in a book found in the boy's room. This
This book was Flynt's '"Tramping with Tramps', which would
not be excluded from a public library, though not perhaps
included in the children's room.

There are other books which I might name which are not
good reading for boys in the industriel school, as they
describe too attractively and too much in detail incidents
whosce repetition is not desirable. For the girls' school
books of an emotional type are to be avoided and books of
a more vigorous character substituted. Fortunately the

Pl
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superinte of these institutions appreciate the value
of books i
in their de

that are h

endents

n the formation of character and arce emphatic
esire that the libraries shall contain no books
armless only-—they must be positively helpful.”

Miss Robinson then describes the needs and limitations of book

selection for adult prisoners:

"While there are men in the penitentiary and reformatory
who are unfortunate and those who are weak, there are also
the vicious in varying degrees; anything which excuses law-
breaking, arraigns the law or the courts of justice, or
condones their own actions should be excluded. Though abuses
do exist and reform may be desirable, a prison is not the
place for agitation on these subjects. Take for example the
series of articles appearing not long ago in one of the
magazines on the prison systems of the different states.
While these articles may be illuminating and valuable for
those outside, they are not good reading-for men who can
already point out more defects im their own surroundings
than exist in all the states combined.

I am not pleading for books of ethics and religion.
There are already enough of these in the libraries of
our state institutions to have long ago brought about
that for which we labor.

What is needed are clean, manly stories w1Lh incident
and action which, while they interest and entertain, shall
also leave the reader with a higher appreciation of the
value of human life, a keener relish for wholesome pleasure,
a deeper sympathy with suffering, a saner outlook upon life,
a greater love for state and country, and a deeper desire
to play well his part therein. We want the interesting narrative
of travel and adventure, the entertaining biography which :
encourages and inspires, and the informing but popular
presentation of the questions of the day.

And books should be printed in clear type on good .
paper, for the light in which the reading must be done is
not always the best. They should also be attractive to
handle, for I am a firm believer in the gospel of good
clothes for books. I do not mean expensive editions, but new
and clean and attractive ones, not the old, musty, dingy books
which have served their day and generation, but which so often
find their way to these places.

The wear and tear of the books in 2ll the institutions
is heavy both from the character of the inmates and because
the property of the state is held at little value. This
makes frequent replacements and rebinding necessary, but it is
better that they should wear out from use than grow dusty on
the shelves."
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She describes her hopes for the facilities of the library as a
reading room:

"A separate library room is provided in most of the
institutions. In many this is a large pleasant room with
adequate shelving and reading tables with magazines
attractively displayed. In some institutions limited space
prevents a separate room being given up for this purpose and
the shelving is not sufficient for even present needs. As
soon as possible it is hoped that these conditions will be
changed.

Where space permits, the library is used as a reading room
for officers and employees, but in only a few places is this
privilege extended to inmates, for various reasons which seem
difficult now to overcome. It is one of the dreams of the
supervising librarian that someday at least part of the
inmates may be given this privilege, under proper restrictions
and supervision, The atmosphere of a book lined room with
opportunity to handle, browse and read, and make selections,
if only for future reading can but have its cultural and
stimulating effect.”

Miss Robinson describes the importance of the local institutional
librarian and gives some examples of the way the post is being filled:

"But it is work which can be better done by those
who know the readers and are in constant touch with them
than by the supervising librarian who spends but a short
time in each institution and cannot know the inmates intimately.
The position of local or institutional librarian therefore
becomes a responsible omne.

With the supervising librarian to direct and oversee,
library training is not as essentiel as a fair knowledge
of books, or at least of books in her own library and an
acquaintance with those for whom the books are intended,
and interest in the work, and an appreciation of its value.
I am glad to say that we have many such librariens in our
institutions, but unfortunately a further recquirement,
sufficient time to give to this work, is lacking, for the
librarian is frequently a busy officer who assumes this
work in addition to her other duties and cannot give the
time to it which it should have to make it effective.

In two institutions the wife of the superintendent
has undertaken the library work and this is z great advantage,
for she possesses in a large degree all the requirements
which I have named, and also the authority which enables her

" permes o
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to better protect the property cf the state. In one
institution 2 patient has had charge of the library and while
she is admirably qualified and much interested in the work in
addition to the possibility of her leaving without opportunity
to imstruct a2 successor, she is so frail physically that she
is not able to give sufficient time to it and her zeal is in
danger of retarding her recovery.

Another institution had had as a patient a library school
graduate and her disability has not been such as to interfere

with her doing this library work. But however fortunate for her,
unfortunately for the institution her stay there will not be
long.

This makes evident one objection to 'placing an inmate in
charge of the library, the constant shifting of the popula-
tion which is likely to bring too frequent changes and not
only make the tasks of instructing a librarian too frequent,
but also interfere with the usefulness of the library.

But no objections exist to employing inmates to act as
assistants to the librarian if care be used in the selection,
and constant oversight be given. The work then becomes a
distinct help to those thus associated with the books. The
interest aroused in the inmates assigned to help me is always
noticeable and the work is always finished with regret on
their part.

At ome place I have twice had as a helper a small black
boy. It was his second term and just before my visit in March
he had twice tried to run away. At that time, consequently
he had won no merits or lost all he had won. When I returned
in July he had won 2,000. He was not a talkative youngster,
but before I left, he confided to me his desire to be a
librarian, and promised me that he would earn his merits as
rapidly as possible, and get out as soon as he could ard go
to a school which he had previously refused to do. I talked
to him of Tuskegee, and he is now working with that in mind."

She concludes that to some inmates reading has meant purely
recreation. But,

"To others there has come the opportunity to repair
ommissions in education or supplement that already gained |
and to make of themselves more intelligent men and citizens. g

If, in others, ambition has been aroused, purpose
strengthened, effort inspired, courage given to persevere

-—

and strength to win in the fight for a better manhood and a
more useful life, something higher has been accomplished for
the individual and the state. This is what we are trying to
do through the libraries in our state institutions, and thus
they may become a means for civic betterment.

.




MISS ROBINSON'S SECOND REPORT
Again in 1913, Miss Robinson had some comments to make since
her work in Iowa had started:

"For seventeen months your supervicing librarian has
traveled up and down the state, visiting during that time
each institution at least twice and some three times,
taking from, adding to and otherwise endeavoring to make

your libraries a real force in your institutions for
recreation, for imstruction, for healing and for uplift.

1!37

She divided the problem of institution library supervision into
four parts: (1) books, (2) their housing and shelving, (3) machinery
for their care and distribution and (4) some one to keep the machinery
in motion. ‘ -

Miss Robinson stated that good selection must be maintained and
that one should not be afraid to discard. She felt that a reading
room for inmates is very useful especially for relaxation and browsing.
She also stated that a librarian is needed in each institution.

In thet seme volume of the Board of Control's Bulletin two other
papers appeared. One was by Florence R. Curtié and was entitled "The
Selection of Books for Prison Libraries." This article discussed and
" condemned books which present a false view of life, those which contain
untrue, uvadesirable, biased or outdeted information, books which are
depressing, and those which teach prejudice and hatred.

She states:

"The men end women confined in our prisons are reading

from three to five times as many books as are the people in any

community where libraries are easily accessible. It is worth

our while to consider how these books agg influencing the
prisoners, both for good and for evil."”

3780ard of Control, Bull., XV (1913), 161.

381p44., p. 168.
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The third article was written by Miriam E. Carey and concerned
"The Book and the Nurse". She describes the importance of selecting
books to fit the needs of patients and states:

"Experience in the hospitals at Cherokee, Independence
and others has proved conclusively that books ar g2
valuable aid in the care of the chronic insane."

NEW LIBRARIANS
The position of institutional librarian was open for a newcomer
again in the fall of 1913 as:

"Migss Eliza E. Townsend, Superintendent of Branches
of the Public Library of Spokane, Wash.’, has been appointed
Supervising Librarian of the libraries of the State Institutions,
and began her work December 1st. Miss Townsend is a graduate
of Western Reserve Univ., and was at one time associated with
library work in Iowa."40

Then in 1917, another new librarian took over:

"iss Grace Shellenberger, children's librarian in the
public library (Des Moines) for the past four years,
has been selected as Supervising Librarian of State Institutions
under the Board of Control to succeed Miss Eliza Townsend,
who recently resigned. DMNiss Shellenberger's experience and
training render her especially adapted for this phase of
library work. She will begin her work about April 1,41

Miss Shellenberger's years in the office of institutional
librarian numbered only two as in 1919:
"Migg Grace Shellenberger who has so acceptably filled the
position of Supervising Librarian of the State Institutions of

Towe has resigned to become librarian of the Kewani2 I11.,
Public Library. No successor has been appointed.”

391vid., p. 176.

40Travel_ng Library, ILQ, VII (Dec. 1913), 62.

4l aveling Library, ILQ, VIII (Jan. 1917), 12.

427raveling Library, ILQ, VIII (Jan. 1919), 144.
STATE LIBRARY COMMISSION OF IOWA

Historical Building -
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319
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SUMMARIES AND EVALUATIONS
Even with the changes of the librarians being made so rapicdly,
much successful work was going on.
A summary of the progress up to 1914 is given in this "Modern
Hospital' article:

"In 1909 the supervising librarian retired to enter
service elsewhere, and the vacancy was not filled for a
considerable time. The second librarian rendered most
effective and satisfactory service, but after a time she
also resigned to accept a more tempting position, and the
third librarian was appointed. The breaks in the continuity
of work made by these changes were very prejudicial to the
service. Nevertheless the impetus given to the work was so
great that much was accomplished despite the changes. The last
available report covers the biennial perlod which ended on
June 30, 1914, and shows the following for the period:

The number of volumes in the libraries at the end of
the period was 40,255, the average monthly population of officers,

employees, and inmates was 10,816, the average monthly number
of readers was 3,668, and the total circulation was 520,651,
of whaich 48 per cent was periodicals. Of the remainder
there was a small increase in the percentage of biography,
science, travel, and fiction, and a decrease in the percentage
of essays, poetry, and miscellany. As compared with the period
of eighteen months which ended June 30, 1908, there had been
2n increase of 13 per cent in the average monthly population
and an increase of 95 per cent, meking due allowance for the
difference in length of periods, in circulation.

The increase of the percentage of readers in the
hospitals for insane is notable. In the period of eighteen
months which ended June 30, 1908, the average monthly percentage
of readers was less than 12, while during the biennial period
which ended June 30, 1914, it was almost 25. B

The use of books and magazines in hospitals for the insane
not only furnishes entertainment, but is remedial. It 'diverts
the attention of the morbid mind from itself to something else.’
Many patients unable to read are intevested in the pictures
of the illustrated magazines and thus receive benefit. The
superintendents of the hospitals are especially emphatic in
their approval of the new library system. One of them
who has had many years' experience as superintendent of
hospitals for the insane in different states recently stated
that never in his experience in hospital work had he seen
anything like the progress in library development which was
made in the institutions under the care of the supervising
librarians. Miss Carey, the first of these librarians in
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his or any other state, in one of her excellent papers
sks, 'Where is & book always a tool?' and answers, 'In
tate institutions.' At another time she states that books
are 'tools to be used with intelligent expectation of getting
results.' Such use of books has been kept steadily in view
in selections made under the new plan. The purpose has

not been to accumulate a large number of books, but rather
those most useful. During the six years which ended

June 30, 1914, the yearly average of accessions was 2,450
volumes, but the number worn out, destroyed, and otherwise
withdrawn exceeded that number, and the total number in all
the libraries had fallen during the six years from 50,640
to 40,255,"43

0t

w

Another evaluation of the statistics and the work up to this time
is given in Florence Curtis' book on institutional libraries:
"As Iowa is the only state which has carried out, for
2 number of years, the policy of annual appropriations for
the purchase of books for each institution, it will be

interesting to note the size of these collections.

Iowa State Institutions

Added in Biennium Withdrawn Total Vol. ‘

1905 evvennene 5,034 tuvieirnnnnenerenaannaenainanenanass 41,909 ;

1908 vevvvenen. 10,825 tiiiiiiininnnaaeanes 1,008 ....... 50,640 ;
1910 wvvvvevnns 3,206 tiiiiiiiinieninonans 630 ....... 48,532 .

: 1912 wovvennnnn 3,702 teiriiiiirnnneeanes 5,914 ... 42,135 L
; 1914 wuveenenee 5,334 viviiiinnnnenanaeses 5,376 ..., 40,255 .,
: Ee
i 13

1916 .......not yet published ....

It is evident that the large number of books discarded
each year has prevented any perceptible increase in the size
of Iowa libraries. This is accounted for by two facts:
first, the older libraries are more apt to contain many .
books which should be withdrawn, both because, in the early
years, they accepted whatever was sent them as donations,
and becauce there was no ccnsistent policy for book selection
and purchesing; secondly, because some of the institutions,
particularly the orphans' homes, and schools for delinquents,
and the reformatory and the prisom, give the books hard
service and necessitate wholesale renewzls. Of the 11,290
volumes withdrawn in 1910-12, and in 1912-14, over half
were from the reformatory and prison libraries. It is to be
| expected that the number of books discarded annually will
I soon decrease, and a point be reached at which the accessions
will exceed the annual withdrawals.

I 43Robinson, p. 132.




ype of institution determines whether the library
for the officers and employees is included in that for the
inmetes. he hospitals for the insane have reference
libraries for the medical staff, comprising works on general
medicine and those in the special fields of psychiatry and
allied subjects, as well as journals, transactions, and
reports; it has not been the custom to include the volumes
in this collection in the figures for the general libraries
of the hospitals. A liberal supply of good reading matter
can not fail to be appreciated in any institution. The
problems of securing intelligent and relizble employees

is one which all are facing, hence any means of furnishing
desitable recreation and adding to the good spirit of the
institution is cordially welcomed by the management. The
official staff, as well, finds institution life confining
and the community interests limited. Lectures, music, end
theatres are in the cities, often beyond their reach, but
books are a privilege which can be shared by all alike.

The two chief needs of the institution libraries are
adequate financial support and adequate gupervision. A
regular annual appropriation for books is essential toc proper
growth and service; the libraries which have such a fund
are those which can show an extensive use of the books.

Here egain the figures for the Iowa institutions may be
quoted, since they cover a term of years.

]

Iowa State Institutions
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Collections Circulation Average Pop. Empl. Readers
1905 41,909 ‘ 8,061
1908 50,640 200,151 9,580 2,776
1910 48,532 429,652 8,725 1,404 3,089
1912 42,135 377,482 9,001 1,411 3,183
1914 10,255 520,651 9,309 1,507 3,668

Circulation
1914, average circulation, 141.9 volumes per reader

MagazZineS seeesseeeesessrnenesenes 47,8 per cent
TLCEION vvevessnvnseennnessssnasss 39.9 per cent
NOR-FiCtIiON sevvevevnernosossssss 12,2 per cent

There are five ways in which the institutions at the
present time can secure a supply of books for their readers.
The first, and the only really satisfactory method, is the
building up of a permenent collection through an annual
expenditure, with possible additions 0of scme donations waich
are found suitable for the purpose. The sum is not necessarily
a larse one, even thet of fifty or seventy-five dollars, wisely
expended will show results, and such results are the basis for
future increase. That such a justification exists in the
minds of the superintendents of Iowa is shown by the following
replies to an inquiry, made in March, 1817:
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Annual Book and

1912-1914 Magazine Fund Should Ee Average Pop.
Cherokee $250 $.50 - .60 per cap. 1,012
Clerinda 250 $300 - $400 1,162
Independence 200 $.20 per cap 1,171
Mt. Pleasant 250 $500 A 1,093
Glenwood 1,350
Eldora 150 $1 per cap. 395
Mitchellville 250 $2 per cap. 148
Anamosa 450 81 per cap. 675

; Fort Madison $1 per cap.- a minimum 529

| Hosp. for Inebr. 150 174
Sanatorium . 106
Soldier's Home $500 732
Orphans' Home 533
Council Bluiffs 250 $2. per cap. 215

Footnote 44

THE SUPERINTENDENTS SPEAK

When the institutions had had ten years' trial of organized
libraries under state supervision, a questionnaire was sent to the : ;
superintendents in March, 1917. Several of these staff members had
noteworthy comments:

Dr. George Donohue, superintendent of Cherokee State Hospital:

rreg oo
EFRENYY

"Would say that reading rooms are quite necessary in
order to get the patients to read as much as they should.
About three rooms in a hospital of this size (1,100 beds)
would be sufficient. A better plan, I think, would be to .o
have the library and reading rooms in a Recreation Building...
Possible general reading helps the insane, but feel as '
though it did not do any more than any other diversion.
| The life of the chronic insazne is of course much happier on
§ account of library books and periodicals.”45
|

Dr. Mex E. Witte, superintendent of Clarinde State Hospital:

"The library is one of the first means to interest the
patient after the actively disturbed period of the disorder
has passed, and the intensity of the trouble has subsided,

44Curtis, p. 35.

451hie., p. 9.
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and he remains in an exhausted and listless mental condition;
wherein if left to himself, he would further deteriorate
mentally. It is then our aim to waken interest in various
ways, reading, music, entertainments, and occupations of
various kinds, anything of a helpful nature to attract and
hold the attention of the patient, so that his mental
activities may be stimulated and encouraged.

The suitable and well-directed library is certainly a
help and benefit. Just how much, it is difficult to estimate.
There is some demand for books other than fiction, by a small
number of patients whose reading habits have been formed
prior to admission here, and now and then an individual may
be found who has time, and will become interested in reading
other than fictiomn. Id tgg matter of reeducation, the library
plays an important role."

Dr. W. P. Crumbaker, superintendent of Independence State Hospital

reports:
"Results of libraries in these institutions: Reeducation
of demented patients. Prevention of dementia in patients
that might otherwise dement. Retardation of dementia in
those who do dement. Exerts a moral as well as a curative
effect on the patients, improving their deportment. Increases
the scientific knowledge of the personnel.'47

Dr. Witte again comments:

"I think that a library occupies a very important role,
much more important than simply that of amusement or a
pastime, and I am convinced that it will eventually rise
to the dignity of a remedial agent...If we should be
permitted to come back in one hundred years no doubt we should
find the librarian acting under the direction of a physician
and occupying a very important position in the treatment of
the insane, more particularly in the earlier forms of
insanity, such as dementia praecox and the like. The library
will occupy a more important role in that direction than is
credited to it today.'48

Dr. H. V. Scarborough, superintendent of the state sanatorium says:

"No special appropriation was asked for this year, since
it was ruled by the board at my suggestion, that the buying
of books was a matter of treatment at this institution and
should come out of our support fund. Previously we had

4o1bid.,
471pid.
481pid., p. 15.
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allowed about $260 for each biennial period. I think this
sum should be increased by 50 per cent, which would make
it more clearly sufficient for an inmstitution of this
size and kind."49

Warden McClaughry of Anamosa:

"When I first went to Anamosa, almost one of the
first things I discovered was a lot of vicious books in
our library. I promptly tore up all I could get my hands
on and have a collection of about thirty or forty now locked
us as evidence of somebody's carelessness in admitting to
the library at Anamosa in former years books positively
destructive.">0 ’

H. M. Stiles, Superintendent of Education, Anamosa:

"The library with its librarian and eight thousand well
chosen volumes in fiction, history, and science and current
periodicals contributes both to information and enjoyment.”51

The warden at Fort Madison states that one of his needs is a reading
where a hundred men might attend at night.
And still two more comments are made:

"Dr. Crumbaker of the Independence, Iowa, hospital,
says: It has been a matter of surprise with me to see
the interest that has developed. With us, I think they read
more history and biography than the average town or city
library gives out. Of course, historical novels are largely
read.

The prisoner has been taken from his home and his
community, to be released, in most cases, after a short
term of imprisonment. He is more apt to be weak, untrained,
and uncontrolled, than deliberately wicked, and the main
purpose of his incarceration should be to give him every
chance for improvement. Says Warden Jones, formerly of
the Iowa state prison: to those who declare the object
of criminal punishment to be the protection
of society from the criminal, we say the transformation of
the criminal into a serviceable member of society is the
only effective protection of society against him."

491bid., p. 29.
50Board of Control, Bull., XVI (1914), 335.
5lpoard of Control, Bull., XXV (1923), 47.
SZCurtis, p. 41.
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Several of the superintendents voiced their appreciation of the
value of the supervising librarian to their institutions:

"Perhaps the best endorsement of the work of the
supervising librarian lies in the action taken by the
superintendent of the Iowa institutioms, asking that such
an officer be again appointed, after the work had lapsed for
three years. Some two years after the organization of the
work in Iowa, the Board of Control wrote to the superintendents,
requesting their opinions in regard to its value.

The head of one institution thought that such work was
not necessary, that he was capable of doing the work, but if
there was to be a state librarian, Miss Carey was the one
for the place. The other fourteen were warm in their priase
for the work, several letters from the hospitals for the
insane spoke of the remedial effects of the work of the library
on the patients. All these institutions regarded the work
very highly.

At the conference shortly before the work was resumed,
several of the superintendents voiced their appreciation of
the value of the supervising librarian to their institutions:

There is not anything about our institutions that can be
made more valuable than our libraries, yet without some one '
technically and intellectually fitted to look after that J
department of the institution it will not receive the encourage-
ment it should have, and will not be used as it should be,
and will not be a factor in doing good that it should do...It
was particularly noticeable that some of the boys increased

very much in their progress in study, after the idea of reading Uy
was encouraged and brought out as it was when we expected i
Miss Carey to come regularly, who knew how to talk to us, and iy

how to advise us in the matter of the best books to read,
and the way to read them.
I have never in my experience in hospital work seen any-

thing like the progress in library development which was made | :
in our institution and other institutions of the state, .
during the time we had a general librarian, and I suspect that . i

the other superintendents will agree with me in saying, that
the last two years without this supervising head we have made
little or no progress. We have done well if we have kept up
to the standard that was evolved during the time that we had
a librarian and I think it behooves each and every one of us
to restore that condition if we can."23

53Curtis, p. 45.
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ANOTHER NEW LIBRARIAN

The last appointment to the position of institutional librarian
could be found by this researcher came in 1923 as:

"The appointment of Miss Julia C. Stockett as
Supervising Librarian of the State Institutions is a
matter of much satisfaction to all library people in Iowa.
The position had been vacant for four years and the
libraries in the various institutions had become badly
disorganized, few new books had been added and the
selections where additions had been made were questionable.
The selection of Miss Stockett is also very satisfactory
as she comes to the position well qualified for the work, being
a graduate of the Wisconsin Library Schocl and having served
as librarian on the Mexican border during the war and in the
army hospitals since that time. The institutions at Rockwell
City, Cherokee, Woodward and Mitchellville have already had
visits and help from her.''54

Miss Stockett discusses her work in a paper in 1925:

"Iowa is a state well-known for the quality and range
of its library work and it may claim individual distinction
in one of these branches; namely, the institution library.
Iowa was the first state to employ an institution librarian.
Whenever such work is being contemplated, Iowa looms large
and is given laurels both for its courage as a pioneer and
the constructive work it has since done.'2?

For prison libraries, she recommends an adequate budget, a trained

librarian, and direct access to the shelves and reading room by

"honor prisoners."

More of Miss Stockett's comments follow:

"Before the war, three outstanding attempts in hospital
libraries had been made--all in 1904: first the MacLean
Hospital of Waverly, Massachusetts for mental cases, second
the Massachusetts General Hospital of Boston, which was 'the
first general hospital to institute regular book service to
bed patients', through its book cart, and third the Board of
Control of State Institutions in Iowa, which started the idea
of a state institution librarian.'56

54Traveling Library, ILQ, IX (October 1923), 186.
55B0ard of Control, Bull., XXVII (1925), 52.
561bid.
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"Perhaps even more Utopian is the idea which has been
advocated of a comfortable, well lighted reading room.
In Iowa, there are such rooms in the Womens' Reformatory,
the Training School for Boys, and the Training School for
Girls, but the inmates are not allowed access though, from
time to time, there has been discussion about the matter."

"I think the position of supervising librarian should
be continued. Unless there is a trained librarian to oversee
the institution libraries, they are not kept up to mark;
this was evident from their condition after a five year period
with no supervision.

In regard to the amount of reading done, the prisons rank
first; the Soldiers' Orphans' Home, second; and the Training
School for Boys, third.'>8

WORK IN SPECIFIC LIBRARIES

During the period of the 1920's several articles and reports were
published which gave notice to and description of libraries in specific
hospitals and in one case, a jail.

An article in 1925 lists several towns and their progress in,
hospital library service:

"Cedar Rapids - This library serves two hospitals each
week. A visit is made by a member of the library staff and
books are distributed to nurses and patients in wards and
rooms. A case of books is also kept at the hospital. A
book wagon made after the Sioux City plan is used. Books
may be returned to the nurses between visits of the
librarian. The library thinks the service worthwhile
and nurses and doctors approve though it is the most
expensive part of library service because of the loss of
books.

Davenport - Service is maintained in two hospitals.
One afternoon each week is given to each. All the rooms
and wards are visited and all the patients seen who are
able to have calls.

571bid., p. 58.

581pid., p. 30.
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Des Moines - The library serves four hospitals, three
once a week and one twice. Service in Mercy Hospital was
organized three years ago but it now has its own library.
Broadlawns Hospital is collecting books and has received
help from the library. Des Moines General Hospital is very
crowded and wants service but has not yet received it.

’

Dubuque - Maintains library service in one hospital.
A member of the staff is on duty two afternoons a week
for one hour. The patients are visited with a book wagon.

Fort Dodge — There is library service in the one
hospital in Fort Dodge at the present time, and will be
given the other hospital as soon as it is ready for
operation. The basis is two books to a bed, 150 in all,
and an afternoon each week is given to the work.

Marshalltown - Has just installed hospital service,
| which is given in two hospitals by a member of the staff
| who visits each once a week. In addition a permanent

collection of sixty books is kept at the hospitals.

Mason City - Service is given at Story Hospital with
books and at Park Hospital with books and a library worker
to distribute them, 3 times a week.

[ Ottumwa - Keeps a collection of books in two hospitals.
A nurse in charge checks them in and out. Visits are made
monthly by a library assistant for reports, delivery of

fresh books and removal of those needing mending. With their
increased income a much larger service will be maintained.'59

Sioux City had an especially notable program for its libraries
' . ‘as an article in the "Library Journal" here describes:

"Since its establishment in 1919 by the Sioux City
Public Library, the library service to general hospitals

} has grown to a full sized Department in the library system.
i At its inception the service was to hospitals only, but

gradually requests from other institutions in the city brought
about a broadening, until now it has been expanded to all
f institutions, having for its clientele a public in all walks
| of life from the derelict to the affluent. Included in this
hospital service are two orphanages, two homes for unmarried
mothers, a home for rehabilitation of young girls, and the
jail."66

5%rraveling Library, ILQ, X (Jan. 1925), 9.

60Rose A. 0'Connor, "Library Hospital Services in Sioux City,"
Library Journal, LIV (1929), 978-980.
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A description of the three correctional institutions was given
in 1929:

Anamosa - "There is a fairly good library of 6,400 volumes
with a weekly circulation of 1,000. It is
conveniently located in the rotunda gallery.

The magazines subscribed for are 37 in number.
Ten copies of several are taken and 100 copies
of ome."

Fort Madison - "There is a fairly good library of 8,500
books in charge of the chaplain. The
weekly circulation is 600. There is no
regular appropriation for new books but
they are purchased from visitor's fees.
An unusually large number of current
magazines, 181 copies of 37 magazines
is subscribed for. The cost of these is
$600 to $700 a year."02 -~

Rockwell City - "The library is located in the industrial
building. There are 1,500 books, mostly
fiction, in charge of the domestic science
teacher. No regular appropriation is made
but new books are bought from the Support
Fund of the institution.”

Harriet Myers given an account of her work in the jail in Ottumwa:

"Although the Library Jail Service was started with no
special thought of Adult Education in mind, results to some
extent tend in that direction. The ample leisure time of the
prisoners provides opportunity for comstructive work, if
they are at all inclined to read.

The jail branch was opened March, 1924 and 2,029 books
have been circulated during the thirteen months of operation.
The circulation shows the percentage of fiction to be largest.
Books of Grey, Wright, Kyme, and Curwood always find favor
with the men.

All are not fiction readers however. One man has read
four different books on prohibition and said, "If I'd read
these books before I'd never have been in jail.' Another
man with the aid of library books was able to continue his
studies begun while imprisoned and pass a civil service examination.

61Paul Garrett and Austin H. MacCormick, Handbook of American Prisons
and Reformatories, National Society of Penal Information, New York, 1929.

621pi4d., p. 335.
631pid., p. 343.
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A prisoner asked for a book on the constitution and remarked,

'"You know when you get in jail, you kind-a wish you'd known

more about the laws.' Requests are made for books on engineering,
automobiles, music, etiquette, birds, etc.

The jail is visited once a week by a member of the library
staff, with a bag of books. The turnkey accompanies her through
the jail, carries the books, explains the service to new inmates
and suggests books to others. The iron support serves as an
improvised library shelf, the bars are wide enough to permit
the exchange of books between them. Requests are noted, and
if urgent, the books are sent over immediately. The date and
full name is the only data recorded, each man must return v H
books in his possession before he is released. Much of the ’
success of the jail service is due to the sheriff and turnkey,
who co-operate in every possible way.

Patrons of the jail branch are a most appreciative group
of readers. Not one book has been mutilated or lost.

The prisoners often find their way to the library after ,
their release, take out cards and becom€ regular borrowers. o
Having been made more serious by their prison experience they i J
often want books which will be helpful to them in the line of e
work they are pursuing. g

The results of this extension work far out measure the
time and effort invested in it."

Ottumwa also had a creditable record in hospital library service:

"This year (1927) will mark the twentieth anniversary
of the inauguration of the hospital service of Ottumwa Public
Library. The library has the distinction of being the first
library to establish a regular hospital service.

The popularity of the service is evidenced by the fact that
a library cart has been purchased only recently and installed
at Ottumwa Hospital. The latter is constructed to hold
books, magazines and newspapers, and can be wheeled into the
rooms of the patients." "65 7

SUMMARY COMMENTS
Around the early thirties the lapse in information about Iowa's

institutional libraries is abrupt and nearly complete. This dearth

e

/,
64 raveling Library, ILQ, X (April 1925), 27-28.
85 raveling Library, ILQ, X (April 1927), 152-153.
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of reports and articles continued for this researcher until quite

’

recent history.
The following is a concluding statement on Iowa's pioneering work:

"Iowa was the pioneer in the work described, but the
experiment is fully justified by the results achieved.
It is heartily approved by the officers in charge of the
institutions affected by it. No doubt it can be improved.
The experience of the state, however, warrants the
following conclusions:

1. Well-selected libraries can be made most potent
factors in accomplishing the special work for which the
institutions are established.

2. Such libraries cannot be carried on successfully
by untrained librarians without expert stipervision and g
assistance.

3. It is desirable that each library be in charge of a
well-trained and competent librarian of experience, who shall
give so much time as is possible to the library and be paid
from the institution funds.

4. The institution librarians should be supervised,
and, when not experts, should be trained, and in all cases
assisted by a state librarian of superior training,
experience, and qualification for the work.

5. The supervising librarian should be paid by the
state. The system of pro-rata payments by the institutions
served involves the keeping of complicated accounts, and is
very unsatisfactory.

6. FEach institution should have one or more rooms for.
the accommodation of the library and conveniently located,
well-lighted reading rooms, open at all the proper times,
for the use of employees and so many of the inmates as may
be in condition to use them,'"66

Here are two comments by Miriam Carey, the first institutional

librarian:

66Robinson, p. 132.




"Not only was Iowa in advance of the time in this
step, but in deciding on a system of centralized manage-
ment for its libraries, it chose one of the methods which
have since been so widely advocated under the caption of
'economy and efficiency'."67

"What after all is the real justification for an
interest in the institution libraries on the part of both the
officials, and the public which supports the institutions?
Miss Carey who has done more than anyone else to arouse this
interest, has stated it thus:

'It is not that books may be bought from time to time
or that they may be taken care of according to the latest
methods; it is not that accurate statistics may be had at
a moments notice, or that the library may make as good a showing
as other departments, but it is that the use of books may
increase, and not only that more people may read, but that
they may read better books individually;- it is that the reading
habit may be incorporated into the life of each resident in an
institution; that no person set apart from society may be denied
any privilege connected with books or derived from them, which
the freest, richest, happiest, or best citizen enjoys elsewhere.
| , Books are perhaps the only things of which this may be possible
| in institutions. Food clothing, shelter, these may be, and are, !
i good and adequate, but they can not be the best in existence,
; from the very nature of the case. But of books, the very best
‘ are as easily provided in a hospital as in a palace, in a
school for feebleminded as in a university, for the merit of
a book does not lie in the costliness of its binding or in any
outward sign of excellence.'"68

R e

CONTEMPORARY FACILITIES

»

i Current information about the institutional libraries is found
for the most part in their own newspapers. Following are some

notes in chronological order.

State Juvenile Home:

"A real need exists for an increase in library books and
a special fund or allotment should be assigned for the purchase
of new volumes,"69

67Board of Control, Bull., XIX (1917), 46.
68curtis, p. 53.
6980ard of Control, Bi. Rep. XXXIII (1962), 28.
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Women's Reformatory - Rockwell City:

"The institution has a library containing approximately
2200 volumes, and the women read an average of 120 books
and 115 magazines each week. Once a week, an inmate is
permitted to visit the library and withdraw books. The
library carries the latest and most suitable magazines.
The librarian conducts study clubs for book reviews,
world news, travelogues, etc."70

From the Mount Pleasant mental health institute's May, 1963,
issue of "Pleasant Pages'";.

"The non-professional library is located on the
west side of the ground floor in the Main Building.
There our librarian presides over a collection of 1260
books which have been purchased by the state, as well as
numerous others received as gifts. In addition, there
are 21 different current magazines and 3 newspapers...
The books are catalogued as in all standard libraries...
Patients and staff members may check out these materials
as in any public library.

The reading room is a bright, pleasant place with
comfortable chairs and davenports attractively arranged '!
about the room. Regular library tables and chairs
occupy the center of the space."

From the Eldora boys' training school's September, 1966, "Echo':

"Miss Bernice Landon, I.T.S. teacher-librarian, is B
in the process of setting up a boys' advisory committee. !
The committee will be made up of boys who will consider
what type of books the boys want and who will have the
gumption to say ''mo" to any of Miss Landon's proposals
or ideas with which they don't agree. The purpose of the = ..
committee is to make suggestions and to give the boys a
voice in the selection of library books. ’

The school library is now open for an hour each
evening from 7 to 8 o'clock. As part of the recreation
program, this extra hour gives the detail boys, who
usually do not have the time to during the daytime, an
opportunity to obtain reading material. It may also
serve as a study or research period for the schoolboy
who finds himself confronted with a nonstudious climate
in the cottage.

701pid., p. 57.
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Miss Landon has completed for the Academic and
Vocational departments a list of all the library books
that will be available until December. At the present,
time, the library has approximately 1,000 books to lend
and is purchasing about 200 more."

The prison at Fort Madison says in its ''Presidio" of October, 1966:
P

"Though handicapped by the manufacturer's failure
to include assembly instructions, members of the
Machinists Local ISP found enough library past to
erect new shelves for those books stacked on the library
floor all summer.

Book service to the cell houses will resume as soon
as new catalogs of fiction and non-fiction can be completed
and delivered to all cells. The new catalogs will have
several hundred additions, including nearly 100 recent
purchases from the "Best Sellers'" list."

The October, 1966, '"Tattler" of the Mitchellville girls' training
school says:

"An additional number of books have been loaned to
us from the Polk County Superintendent's Office for our
library. They will be available for approximately a
month. Then they are to be returned and replaced by
70 more books.

The girls may check out books every Thursday and keep
them for two weeks. These books should be handled as
though they were your own. This is a privilege of which
advantage should not be taken."

In 1967 Miss Ernestine Grafton, director of the Iowa State Traveling
Library, demonstrated that interest in the institutional libraries of the
state was not dead by the appointment of Mr. Morris Lotte to the post of
Library Consultant for institutional libraries. The appointment is
documented in the Spring, 1967 issue of "Instinews" a periodical published

by the State Board of Control:

"Mr. Morris Lotte, recently appointed Library Comsultant
is waiting for the delivery of shelving and equipment so he
can proceed with the library. Mr. Lotte has already visited
some of the institutions and has more visits on his agenda."

Iowa is beginning to take notice of her imstitutional libraries again.

b
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