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THE NATIVITY OF THE PIONEERS OF IOWA

EY F. I. HERRIOTT.
Professor of Economiecs and Pollitical Sclence, Drake TIniveraity.

The habits and manners of the primeval inhabitants of any country,
generally give to it a distinetive character, which marks it throughout .
after ages.—Wither's Chronicle,

The lineage of a people, like the genealogy of a family, is not comumonly
looked upon as a matter of general importance. The wayfaring man is wont to
regard it as interesting and worth while only to antiquarians and scholastics.

But states or societies, no lesg than individuals, sre the outgrowth of heredity
and environment, Life, be it manifest In individual organisms or in social
organigms, ig a complex or resultant of those two variables. We certainly cannot
understand the nature or significance of the customs and Institutions of a people
or a state unless we know the character of the environment of that people. But
no lesg true is it that we can nelther comprehend the character of a people or
the peculiarities of their soclal development, nor measure the forces that deter-
mine public life and action in the present, unless we understand the sources of
the streams of influence that unite to make them what they are. A people can-
not break with its past mor discard inherited political and social ideas, any
more than a man ean put away his youth and its influences. Soclal or political
iite may be greatly modified by the necessities of a new environment but heredlity
and ancestral traditions continue to exert a potent influence,

I. THE NEW HNGLAND THADITION.

For years the declaration—*“Emigranty from New England” gettled Iowa—
has been made by the N. ¥. Tribune Almanae, a popular standard book of refer-
ence, whose compilers have always maintalned a fair reputation for accuracy in
historical matters, The assertion—enlarged often 50 as to include the descend-
ants of New Englanders who earlier swarmed and pushed out into the wvalley
of the Mohawk and into the petty lake reglon of New York, thence southwesterly
around the Great Lakes down into Pennaylvania and thither into the lands out
of which were carved the states of the old Northwest Territory—reflects probably
the common belief or tradition of the generality.

Justice Bamuel F. Miller, a Kentuckian by birth, was a practicing lawyer in
Keokuk from 1850 to 1862, when he was appointed by Presldent Lincoln a mem-
ber of the Federal supreme vourt. In 1884, in a post-prandial speech before
the Tri-State Old Settlers’ Assoclation, he said: “The people [of Iowa] were
brought from New England, interpersed with the vigor of the people of Xen-
tucky and Missourl’'! In 1896 in an address at the Semi-Centennial of the
founding of the State, the late Thepdore 8. Parvin, who came from Ohio in
1838 as private mecretary to Robert Lucas, the first territorial governcr of Iowa,
and who was ever after an industrious chronleler of the dolngs of the first
settlers, declared that the pioneers of Iowa "eame from New England States,
the younger pensration directly, the older having migrated at an earller day,
and located for a time in the middle states of that perfod and there remained

'A reprint of a brochure entitled, Did Ewmigrants from New England First
Settle Towa? '

Note—Numerons foot notes eiting authoritles, appearing i th. original m -
script, are omitted from this article. ?p &' the & i

A



2 NATIVITY OF THEJPIONEERS OF I0WA

long enough to become somewhat westernized. They were from New York, New
Jetsey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. There was an element of
chivalry, descendants of the old cavaliers of Virginia, some of whom had come
through the blgody ground experience of Kentucky and Tennessee; these were
found mostly in the southern portion of the territory.” .

Here and there wea find contrary or divergent oplnions. Occaslonally we en-
counter assertlons that original New Yorkers or patives of Pennsylvania or emi-
grants from southern states constituted the important elements In the tides of
the western popular movement between 1830 and 1860 that flowed over into and
through Iowa. But even when speakers and writers recognize that the immi-
gration into Towa was not entirely from the states of New England they almost
always regard such other streams zs of secondary importance or as subse-
quent to the inflow of the New Englanders or their westernized descendants. Is-
suing from this com‘mon belief we have the general opinlon that the predom-
inant influences determmlng the character of the social and political life a.nd
institutions of Iowa have been Puritan in their origin,

In what follows I shall examine briefly the grounds on which this tradltion
rests, I shall first consider the premises of the belief; second, the social condi-
tions and political developments persistent throughout the history of Towa that
are inexplicable upon the New England hypothesiz; and third, factas that clearly
suggest If they do not compel a contrary conclusion respectmg the reg[on whence
came our predominant pioneer stock.

The New Englander.has always been In evidence in Towa and his influencé
manifest. George Catlin on his journey down the Mississippi in 1835, found that
“Jonathan is already here frofn ‘down East.” In 1334 the names of Jowa's capital
clty was changed from *“Flint Hills" to Burlington, at the behest of John Grar,
a son of Vermont, Father Asa Turner, a son of Yale, while on a misslonary
expedition in 1836 foungd a settlement of New Englanders at Crow Creek in Seott
county. Stephen Whicher, himsgelf from the Green Mountaing, found “some fam-
illes of high polish from the clty of New York," in Bloomington {(Muscatine),
in QOctober, 1838. TIn ail missionary and educational endeavors in Iowa, New
Englanders have from the Arst days played consplcuous parts and have been
potent factors in the development of the State. Irather Turnper preached Congre-
gationallsm In “Rat Row,” Keokuk, two years before Rev. Bamuel Clarke ex-
horted the pioneers to embrace Methodism in the "“@Grove.’' In 1843 came the
“lowa Band,” a little brotherhood of Andover missionaries and preachers, grad-
uwateg of Amherst, ‘Bowdoin, Dartmouth, Harvard, New York City University,
Union College, the Universities of Vermont and Yale. It may be doubted if any
other group of men has exerted a tithe of the beneficial influence upod the life
of the State that was exerted by those earnest workers. The itwo oldest educa-
tional institttions in the State owe their inception and establishment to the far-
sighted plans and persistent self-sacrifice and promotion of Asa Turner and the
Iowa Band.! It is not extravagant te presume that It was the emulation aroused
by those apostles from New England that created the “passion for education”
-among the ploneers of Iowa, that resulted in the establishment of the fifty
academies, colleges and universitiez hetween 1838 and 1852. From this fact
doubtless Iowa came {0 be known as the “Massachusetis of the West.”

The electlon of James W. Grimes governor of Jowa in 1854, and the revolu-
tion in the politieal conirol of the State which that event signified, first attracted
the attention of the nation to Iowa. Prior to that date Towa was regarded with
but little interest by the people of the northern states. Bhe was looked upon as
a solid democratic state and was grouped with JIllinocis and Indiana In the
alignment of political parties in the contest over the extension of slavery.

Suddenly the horizon changed. The Kansas-Nebraska bill produced a com-
plete overturn. Grimes, a pronounced opponent of slavery, a son of New Hamp-
shire, representing the ideas and traditions of the Puritans, was elected chief
magistrate of Towa and James Harlan was sent to the United Htates senate.

1Denmark Academy, and Iowa College founded at Davenport in 1846, and in
‘1858, moved to Grinnell. L. F. Parker's Higher Education in Iowa, p. 137, and
Adams' The fowa Band, pp. 103-125.
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At the eonclusion of that critical contest Governcr-elect Grimes wrote: “Qur
sopthern friends have regarded Iowa as their northern stronghold. I thank God
it is conguered.”” In the dcdcomplishment of this political revolution New Eng-
landers energized and led largely by membergs of the Iowa Band, were conspicu-
gug, if not the preponderant factors. The immigration of population from New
England was then approaching flood tide. *“Day by day the endless procession
moves on,” declared The Dubugue Reporter. . . . They come by hundreds
and thousands from the hills and valleys of New England, bringing with them
that =same untiring energy and perseverance that made their native states the
admiratlon of the world.”! The prompt, flrm stand of those ploneers when
shocked into consciousness by the agegressions of the southern leaders, the bril-
liant leadership of (3rimes and Harlan for years thereafter and the long con-
tinued supremacy of the political party they first led to wictory, probably afford
us no small part of the explanation ¢f the theory of the supremacy of New Eng-
land in the settlement of Iowa.

Not the least important premise of thiz view, it may he suspected, is the
observation so frequently made by students of western history in the past
thtee decades that "migration from the Atlantic states to the interlor and west-
ern states has always followed along the parallels of latitnde. Illineis Iz a re-
markable illustration of this teadency. . . . Southern Illinois received its
population from Virginia and other southern states, while northern Illincis was
chiefly settled from Massachusetts and other New England states.? Historians
Fiske and Schouler make simllar observations about the lines of western popu-
lar movements. Now if we extend eastward the line of the northern houndary
of Iowa it will .pass through or above Glen Falls near the lower end of Lake
George, New York, through White Hall, Vermont, Lacona, New Hampshire,
striking the coast near Portland, Maine. Extending a similar Ilne eastward from
the southern boundary {disregarding the southeastern deflection made by the
Dea Moines River} we should pass Just north of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and
come to the coast not far from Sandy Hook. If the general concluslon respect-
ing western migration is unlversally and precisely true, Iowa, it will be observed,
would naturally have been settled by New Englanders or thelr westernized de-
scendants in New York, Michigan and Wisconsin, and by those in Indiana, Ohio
and Illinois. We have been told recently by Mr. George Moore, that under the
“Ordinance of 1787, New England men and ideas became the dominating forces
from the Ohlo to Lake Erie” in the settlement of the old Northwest Territory.?
A necessary consequence of this faet, if true as alleged, would be that the large
emigration to Iowa from Ohio, Indiana and Illinecis prior to 1860 was predomi-
nantly New England stock, or subjert to Puritan ideas and institutions.

The theory that Iowa’s ploneers were of Puritan origin, while resting on
these sirong premises, and others that may be mentioned, breaks down when
viewed In the lUght of common and notorious developments In the political and
social life and institutions of the pioneers, many of which are manifest and
potent in the life of the State today. New Englanders were conspicuous, energetic
and vocal prior to 1840; they were disputatious and vigorous promoters of thelr
ideals of government, law and morals and religion prior to 1860; but nelther
- they nor their kith and kin from New York and Ohio were supreme in Iowa
in those days. If they were supremse . in numbers, how are we to account for
the absence of 80 much that is distinctly characteristic of the customs and insti-
tutions of New England in the life of this first free -state of the Louisiana
Purchase? ’

In the local government of Michigan and Wisconsin the Ilmpress of New
‘England’'s democratic ideals, her forms and methods of procedure, are to be
observed in striking fashion. In Minnesota and the Dakotas the same is largely
trize, In Illlnols the “Intense witality” of the town mesting system of govern-
ment so possessed the minds of immigrants from New England that it overcame
the prevalent county form of government, and now controls mearly four-fifths of

Quoted in N. Howe Parker's fowa ag It Is in 1853, pp. 55-56.
2Shaw's Local Government in Illnois, pp. 5-6,
'Mogre'e The Northiwest Under Three Flogs, p. XX.
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the area of Illinols, although it was not given the right of way until 1848. Here
in Iowa, it iz not untrue to say, that the town meeting and all that it stands
for in New England has been conspleuous chiefly by its absence. Governor
Robert Lucas urged the adoption of the township as the unit for school pur-
poses. An annual mass meeting was adopted in the scheme therefor. But neither
hecame a vigorous Institutional growth.! Trof. Jesse Macy has shown us that
there 18 strong warrant for doubting the vitality of many of the laws firet adopted
for the regulation of local affairs in the territory.? Not a few of those statutes
were enacted pro forma, not especlally in response to insistent local demand.
Conditicns did not ecompel compact town or communal life. The ploneers de-
pended upon township trustees and school directors. They relisd upon county
commigsioners. Finally it is almost impossible to concelve of New Englanders
deliherately or even unwittingly adopting the autocratic county Judge system of
government that prevalled in Towa from 1851 to 1860. It struck full in the face
every tradition of democraecy cherished by the people of New England,

If New Englanders =settled Iowa, why 4id the people of the east experlence
~-shock of surprise when the report reached thgm that the Whigs in 1846 had
captured the first general sesembly under the new Btate government.* "“What
galn had freedom from the admiszion of Iowa into the Union,” exclaimed Horace
Greeley, in the New York Tribune of March 2%, 1854. “Are Alabama and Mis-
sisgippl more devoted to the despotic 1deas of Amerlcan pan-slavism . . . 7
Was not hia opinion justified when one of our senators could bholdly declare in
congress that “Iowa is the only free State which never for a moment gave way
to the Wiimot Proviso. My colleague voted for every one of the compro-
mise measures, including the fugitive slave law, the late Benator Sturgeon, of
Pennsylvania, and ourselves, being the only three senators from the entlre non-
slaveholding section of this TTnion who voted for it.”* Von Holst ranks Iown as
‘s verftable hot bed of dough faces.”® Theege current assumptions and conditlons
do not suggest that the State was originally or predominantly settled by emigranta
from the bleak shores and granite hills of New England where love of liberty
was Ingrained.

"The people of New HEngland from the beginning of their history were alert
and progressive in the furtherance of schools, both common and collegiate.
Among our pioneerg there was, a8 we have seen, great actlvity in thé promotion
of “Higher" instiutions of learning, but the movement was largely the result of
misslonary zeal and work. It was not corperate and communal as was the case
in New JEngland. In 1842 Governor John Chambers expressed to the territorial
legiglature his mortiflcation on realizing **how lifttle interest the important sub-
Ject of education excited among us'® Notwlthstanding the great legal educa-

iHenry Sabin, Iowa's distingulshed Superintendent of Public Instruction, a
New Englander by birth and education, has the following pertinent observations
in his last biennial report (1897). .

“It is worthy of note that the first of these governors [Robert Lucas] in his
message urged the adoption of the township as a basis of school organization. It
never ca‘r% be suffielently regretted that we ever departed from his recommenda-
tion,” p. 20, :

“There is no guestion that the commission [viz. of 1856] favored the town-
ship system., . . . Governor after governor, the state superintendents in un-
broken line, prominent educational men, have remonstrated in vain, and in vain
have attempted to secure a simpler organization. It will remain rooted in the
prejudices until better ideas of school economy render it odious,”™ p. z2.

Macy's Institutional Beginnings in ¢ Western Stete, J. H. U. Studies, vol.
II, pp. 22-23. ANNAL® oF I0wa (3d serles), vol. V. p. 337

iNiles Register, Nov. 14, 1844, p. 176, and Nov. 21, p. 178.

*Salter's Life of (rimes, p. 114. Congressman John Wentworth of Chicago,
in 1853 (7} introduced' Grimes to President Pierce who knew the Whig relatives
of Grimes In New Hampshire. Wentworth concelved it to be a ‘“great joke
to introduce him “as the next Governor of Iowa, as he was, Plerce thought he
would have to change his pollifes first,” Memorandum of Wentworth quoted
in Salter's Grimes, p. 7.

5Von Holst, Constitutional History, vol, V. p. 275.

"The following from Dr. Salter’s Life of (Grimes strikingly illustrates the con-
tentlon above: *“Ha {(Grimes) presided at an eduncational convention held. in
Burlington, _.‘J'une T, 1847, in which the duty of the State to provide for the edu-
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*

tional reforms secured by the legislatures of 1856 and 1858, the backward condi-
tion: of Iowa’s rural schools in contrast with those in states west, north and east
of ug, has beeh & matter of constant complaint and wonderment.?

If one thing more than another characterizes the New Englander it {s hiz
respect for law and his resort to the processes of law for the suppression of
disorder and violence. Coupled with, if not underlying this marked frait, are
his sobriety, his love of peaceful pleasures and his reserve irn Boclal life. In the
early history of Iowa we find much of boisterous carousal In country and town.
In 1835, Lieut. Albert Lea wag refused shelter late on a eold night, at the only
nouse nesr the mouth of the Iowa river which was "occupled by a drinking
erowd of men and women,” A correspondent in The New York Journel, writing
from Dubuque In 1839, declared that “the prinelpal amusement of the people
seems to he playing cards, Bundays and all;” while another observer speaks of
the ‘‘wide and unenviable notoriety’” of Dubuque. One may come upon sundry
such accounts of pioneer life in various cfties along the river and inland. Along
with this sort of hilarity and reckless pleasures alien to Puritan character we
find gross disregard of law and order frequent in election contests, flagrant
gorruption and considerablée popular practice in Judge Lynch's court. RBrutal
murders, cattle and horse stealing, and counterfeiting appear frequently in the
calendars in the early days. Outbursts of mob, fury and hanging bees, the
institution of societies of Regulators and Vigilantees form considerable chapters
in the careers of many counties in the State? This lawlessness can. hardly be

pcation of all children by equitable taxatlon was earnestly adwvocated and the
profound regret expressed that the first peneral assembly of Iowa-had made
no provision for building schoeol houses by law, but had left the whole matter
to voluntary subscription.” p. 26.

In his repert In 1887 State Superiniendent J. 'W. Akers, in some perplexity
pointed out the striking similarity of the conditions of education in Iowa to those
prevalent in the southern states, pp. 57-68. Dr. W. T. Harris, National Clommis-
sioner of Educatlon, showed that while Towa gspent large sums for schools, the
schedules of salaries for teachers were the lowest of all the north central states.
{Beport, 185%5-98, p. LXWVIII). In hils presidential address before the State
Teachers’ Association In 1902, President Charles E. Shelton of Simpson College
aaid appropoa of the rural schools:

“Something mnst be done for our country schools. I want to. say to you
tonight my friends, that I believe that three-fourtha of the teaching in the rural
schools of Iowa is absolutely worthless, and that an equal proportion of the
money spent I3 absolutely thrown away. I do not say this upon simple specu-
lation and c¢onjecture, but it is the experience of every man and woman
here. . . ." {Proceedings. p. 17.)

. The Assoclation hy formal vote commended the “entire address of President
Shelton for its common sense treatment in every particular and Its clear state-
ment of the wvarious important phases of the real education of the boys and
girls who zo to make up the citizenship of our Btate and nation" p. 132,

*The following ringing letter of Grimes to the sherift of Clinton county, writ-
ten in the last year of his term as Governor, affords both Instructive reading and
{ntetflestftlrgg evidence of the character and extent of lawlessneas In eastern Iowa
n the es:

EXEcUTIVE OFFICE, Jowa, BURLINGTON, July 8, 1857.

Your letter of the 29th, June, in which you state that you have warrants in
your hands for the arrest of persons who seized and hanged Bennet Warren in
¥our county on the 25th inst.; that you are “informed that a very large com-
bination has been formed, banded together by agreement or oath to execute
similar outrages upon other persons, and protect and defend any of their mem-
bers who may be atternpted to be dealt with according to law,” and that this
ecombination is supposed to number "about two thousand persons in Jackson and
the adjoining counties,” has been duly received. : ’

You ask me ““what course shall be pursued?’ I answer unhesitatingly, serve
the warrants in your hands and enforce the laws of the State. You have
authority to summon to your aid the entire force of your county. If you deem
it to be necessary to do so, call for that force, and prosecuta every man who
refuses to obey your summons.

If the power of your county iz not sufficient to execute the laws, a sufficlent
force from other counties shall be placed at your disposal.

I am resolved that, so far as in me lies, thiz Iawless violence, which, under the
blea of administering justice to horse thieves, seta at defiance the authorities of
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made to square with the traditions that New Englanders brought with them
to Jowa, traditions that universally govern their conduct as eltizens wherever
we find them. ’

Finally we may note a complex or miscellany of facte that have always given
more OT lesg color 1o the history of the State, the sigﬂlﬁcance of which i= not
commonly discerned. These facts consist of sundry intangible psychic or *‘spir-
itual” tralts of the ploneers and of their descendants, characteristics often viwue
and varying and 4ifficult to visualize, but which close observers may cleurly
percelve. -

Iowa, by reason 0f the marked fetrility of her soil and favorable climare,
has become the garden spot of the continent. Her citizens have attained dis-
tinguished success in the accumulation of wealth. The high level! of general
contentment and ‘prosperity of the c¢itizen body has long been a matter of com-
ment and admiratlon among pecples in neighboring states. The high degree of
popular Intelligence and education, and the prevalence of high standards of
private and civic righteousness are no less marked. All these things admir-
able and more are incontestiblee They no doubt suggest the preponderance
of Puritan or northern influences in the life of Iowans. Nevertheless one
does not long study the histery of Iowa, or converse with these famliliar with
the early days of the Btate,,or scrutinize our life in recent years, before he
becomes dimly conscious of something In the character of large portions of the
population, that clearly distingulshez them from the New England fype of eltizen.
About the time the writer became interested in the make-up of Iowa’s ploneer
population he asked an early lawmaker of the State, (the late Charles Aldrich,
founder and curator of the Aldrich Collection and the Historical Department) if,
in his opinion, Iowa was first peopled by emigrante from New England, and his
reply was:

“That is a common opinion but I have long doubted the truth of the assertion.
Iowa has been very slow in making progress In education, in the promotion of
libraries, In the Improvement of our city governmentis, in the beautifying of our
cities and towns, and in the publle provision of facillties for art and culture,
In New England, cities promote general culture as a matter of course. In 1336
Governor Grimes, himself a New Englander, urged public provision for librarles
in country and town, But nothing came of it. OQOur people did not becoma
aroused to the importance of libraries until late In the ninetles, and then you
know it was probably the munificance of the Ironmagsier of Plitsburg, ang the
condjtions of his gifts that stirred our peopie into active promotion of libraries.

"Take the long struggle of the friends of the State University before they got
that Instituztlon of learning on a firm foundation. It was not until after 1880
that the vigorous opposition to its enlargement and expansion cezsed. From the
fifties right on to the eighties the advocates of unniversity education found it
hard. to overcome, not only active opposition, but the inertla and indifference of
legislators and public towards public expenditures for education. This same
characteristic was observable In many other directions. We have made marked
progress in JIowa to be sure. But 1t has been hard sledding, X can tell you. I
don’t understand the reasons for such an attliude of constant hostility and
bush-whacking opposition to forward movements that prevailed so generally in
Iowa before 1880, It was hardly in harmony with the known liberalism of
New Englanders.” ’

This attitude towards *forward" movements in Iowa, this “unprogressiveness”
many would not regard in such an adverse fashion. In their estimation It repre-
gents not indifference to the finer arts and culturs of civilization but rather a
strenuous individualism, a eturdy independence and self-dependence Instead of an
inclination to resort constantly to the agencies of government. New Englanderd

the Btate, and destroys all respect for the laws, both human and divine, shall be
checked. 1 shall have no hesitation, therefor, when officially advised of the
exigency, to call out the entire military power of the State, If necessary, to crush
put this spirit of rebellion, which has shown itgelf In your county,

I ghall direct all the military companies in the State to hold themselves in
readiness for duty.—Salter's Grimes, pp. 33-94, '

See Q. W. Ellis’ I By-Gone Doays, in which is described at great length
the numerous mobs and lynchings in Jackson county, reprinted from the Record
25535{%3“%1;?%4:{0‘7&' See, also, Porter’s History of Polk County, pp. 505-507.
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from the very beginning of their colonial history have been much given to
gocialism. They turn naturally to the etate and communal authorities to secure
eivic or soclal improvements and popular culture. The people of Iowa, on the
contrary, have certainly beem normally inclined to improve things chiefly via
the individualistic route. They have been, and now are, instinctively opposed
to the enlargement of governmental power that entally Inereased taxation and
greater Interference with what the people are prone to regard as the peculiar
domain of personal freedom and eelection.

All of a piece with the traits just referr‘ed to is the "placidity’ of so much
of cur life. One often hears the comment that there is little that is interesting
or picturesque either in our history or in the character of the population. We
are pronounced ‘‘prosaic.” There is much that is old-fashioned, out of date; but
it is not quaint or romantic. ‘Travelers have noted@ that while there iIs much
of commendable success and wealth throughout the comumonwealth there is a
monotony in the local life, a Iack of ambition, and general contentment with
things as they are. Land and lots, corn and cattle, “hog and hominy,” these
things, we are told constitute our summum bonwm.! The hasty and promiscuous
observations of travelérs, who scjourn briefly among us, are not always to ba
accepted wlthout salt. Yet the fact is obvious that there is in the Iowan’s
character and in his life a noticeable trait that we may designate Languor, a
certain ineclination to take things easy, not to worry or to fuss even if things
do not gatisfy. We may ohserve it In commercial and mercantile pursuits, in
city and town governments, in rural and urban life. This iz eclearly not a
characteristic of the New Englander. The Yankee, whether found In Maine, or
Connecticut, or New York, iz alert, aggressive, eager in the furtherance of any
business or culture in which he iz interested. In all matters of public concern,
especially if they comprehend considerations {nvolving right and wrong, the New
Englander is ardent, disputatious, relentless. He agitates, educates and preaches
reformation. But this is not the characteristic disposition of the Towan.

II. FROM WHAT REGIONS SHOULD WE EXPECT JOWA'S PIONEERS?

There is a subtle attractlon about exclusive explanations of political events
or institutional develepments that is wont to lure ue into erroneous conclusions—
conclusiong that are too extensive or sweeping, It ig untrue to say that the pop-
- ulation of Iowa prior to 1850 was made up-entirely of emigrants from any one
‘Begtion of the country. The ploneer population, no less than the present popula-
tior, we shall find, was an infusion of peoples hailing from wvarious regions. The
representatives of the several race ele_ments'ea.ch and all played parts more or
less important in the life of the State. But in the coalescence or collision of the
peoples from the various sections in thelr new habitat some one race or group
of immigrants predominated and determined the character of the government and
the general drift of political opinion. In what follows I am concerned to asger-
talr and to make glear what the dominant elements or streams were among the
ploneers of Iowa-

We have seen that while there are many facts in the history of Iowa that
tend strongly to substantiate the tradition that New Englanders first settled the
State the absence of the distinetive iocal institutions of New England aand in
thelr stead politlical conditions, institutlons and social habkits of radically unlike
types, suggest, if they do not enforce the conclusion that peopleés from other
regions dominated by different habits and ideals constituted the ‘major portiong
of the streams of pioneer immigration prior to 1850. Our gquestion now 1s—
Whither shall we proceed from New England to discover the ancestral seats of
the pionéers whose habits, notlons and traditions of government and society =0
powerfully affected the currents of polities and the develepment of forms of
government in Iowa during the formative period of the State when its funda-
mental institutions were given thelr “set” and the civic and social tralts of the.
people were =0 largely determined? Into the lands of the tall pines and the deep

183ee Rollln Lynde Hartt on The Jowans, In the Atlantic Monthly, vol. 88,
Pp. 186, et seq. -
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snows north of the Great Lakes and the Bt. Lawrence; or into the middle states;
or into the vast regions solth of Mason and Dixon's line and the Ohio river?

The nativity of the pioneers of Iowa, those settilng in the State prior to 1350,
‘unfortunately cannot be determined precisely by a resort to cenmis enumerations.
We are compelled to have recourse to inductive proofs gathered from sundry
sources and to various deductive or general consideratlons governing the move-
ments of population westward from the Atlantie seaboard from colonial times
up to the outhreak of the Civil war. Such evidenece is eireumstantial and often
variable In characier; nevertheless it affords us bases for definite conclusioms.

The character of a state's immi_gré.tiOn iz determined, of course, by many
and various conditions and factors. But in the last analysis the nature of the
immigration and the rate of influx are determined by two sets of conditions and
canses, both belng in the long run, of equal force and importance. The first get
is the character of the economilc advantages which a state offers and the ex-
pense of travel thereto. The second complex of causes ig the conditions, eco-
nomlic, polltical and social, in the countries or states whence the population may
or does emigrate. In brief, we shall discover the character of Iowa's pioneer
‘population in sundry fundamental facts or laws that control the conduet of
peoples In thelr migrations. We must appreciate Iowg's geographical location,
thre chief features of her topography, her natural products having commercial
value, the routes and modes of travel to her borders. We must likewise realize
the character of the predominant industries In the regions whence the state may
have received itz immigration and the economie, political, and soecial conse-
guences with respect to the redundant population in those regions. Space lmits
obviously prevent satisfactory treatment of all these antecedent conditions and
factors, and I shall congider chiefly the first set of considerations mentioned.

Furs, metaly, wooded streams and bezutiful prairles, with highly fertile acres
and favorable climate, have been Iowa’s chief economic advantages throughout
her history. Prior to 1830 furs and metals were the attractions that lured
frontiersmen within the State's borders. The one mineral found, viz: lead,
while of consequence was not a very important factor so far as concerned lts
Immediate effect upon ploneer immigration. Furs, on the other hand, was an
tmportant factor. Buffalo and deer flourished on our prairies and beaver and
otter thrived in our rivers and streams. Since 1840, however, neither our metals
nor our fur bearing animaly have constifuted the predominant or persistent
atiractions of Iowa. The attraction has been her beantiful and bountiful Jands.

The routes of trawvel by which the pioneers gained access to the haunts of
our beavers and to our fertlle acres were malnly three: First, via the Great
Lakeg to Green Bay, thence up the Fox river to Lake Winnebago, thence across
to the Portage, and down the Wisconsin river; second, via the Ohio river, thence
up the Mississippi and Missouri rivers; third, overland by wagon. The degres
of use of these routes before the advent of the railroad can only be surmised.
Prior to 18456 certainly the river routes were the highways chlefly used by the
wediward bound emigrantse. From 1845 overland travel by wagon became in-
creasingly common until the railroad became a practicable mode of travel,
round about 1860. -

With such commercial and indusirial attractions and such routes of travel
thereto we should naturally presume that Jowa's pioneer population in the main
hailed from the land of the pines and from south of Mason and Dixon’s lne.
Indeed, when we consider the nature of the industries of the people to the north-
oast and southeast prior to 1840, and the economic effects upon redundant pop-
ulation such a conclusion seems to be enjoined.

The frst people ic penetrate and frequent Iowsa in any numbers were the
French and Canadian hunters, traders and voyageurs. No large or durable
French settlements, however, were found when the Immigrants began to come
into the State after 1830. From this fact it is perhaps commonly assumed that
people of French extraction or of Canadian lineage formed no coasiderable pro-
portion of the State's early population. This conclusion, however, is hardly
warranted. But as our special concern here is the major facto_r in the pioneer
population, I shall pass over thls interesting element and turn immediately to
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the population that came into Iowa via the Mississippl river and overland by
wagon. From what section did the major or predominant number come?

We may determine this in various ways; first, by noting the nativity of the
men chiefiy In control in the State’s prenatal period; second, by ascertaining the
nativity of the first residents In numerous sections; third, by the natlvity of the
men {n power In the territorial and State governments in the ploneer days prior
to 1850; fourth, by comparison of the returns of the national census of 1860 ;
firth, by a study of the industrial, political, religlous and soclal habits and
institutions of the pioneers; sixth, by a study of contemporary opinion; seventh,
by a similar study of the ploneer immigration into and emigration from the
states of the Ohio valley, namely, Pennsylvania, the Virginfas, Kentucky and
Tennessee, Ohio, Indianz and Illlnoly, Wisconsin and Missouri. I shall under-
take here but a brief consideration of some of these modes of approach to the
subject. . T

The nativity of the officers in charge of the governmental agencies in a region
often, if not usually, indicates the nativity of the ploneer population—at least
it peints to the origin of the major political and soeclal influences that prévail
when the political habits and institutions of the people are being esta.blishéq.
In the first settlements of the upper Ohlo valley the hardy ploneers usually
pusbked ahead of the army and the assessor and justice of the peace; but in
the ILouislana Purchase the military authority always, and often the eivil jurls-
. dletion of the national government were “extended” over lts wvast unsettled
regiong previous to or conincident with the influx of settlers. The reports and
correspondence of such officers would naturally have a pronounced influzence upon
relatives, old friends and nelghbors ‘““back in the states” that would induce
emigration to the region where 'splendld opporiunities” awaited those who
wonld but take them. . .

III. SOUTHERNERS IN CONTROL OF THH GOVERNMENT.

When France released her suthority over the Louisiana Purchase in 1804,
the reglon embracing Iowa was for a short time attached to the territory of
Indlana, over which William Henry Harrison, a son of old Virginia, was gov-
ernor. At St Louls, in 1804, he negotiated the treaty by which the United
Statea galned the right of access to most of the lands of the Sacs and Foxes.
It was u Marylander, Gen. James Wilkinson, stationed then at S8t. Louis, who
ordered Lieut. Zebulon M. Plke forth on his exploring trip up the Misslssippl.
Col. George Davenport, a one time partner in the American Fur Company, and
influential in the history of Scott county and Davenport, served under Wilkingon,
being with him on the Sabine during the trouble with Aaron Burrl Among
the officers stationed at Ft. Madizon in the winter of 1808-% was a Kentuckian,
Lieut, Nathaniel Pryor, a member of the Lewis and Clark Expedition.?

The first governor having intimate relatlons with the region.embracing Iowa
was Capt. Meriwether Lewis, a gon of Virginia, the leader of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition. The Brigadier General and Indlan Agent for the territory
was hig distingulished companton, Capt. Willlam Clark, another son of Virginfa.
Upon the organization of Missouri Territory (that included Iowa) in 1812, Gen.
Clark was made governor, holding the office until 1821, when Missouri entered
the Union. Governor Clark’'s voice, however, continued potent in the region as
Indian Agent until his death in 1838; one noteworthy instance being the treaty
of 1824, whereby the Half Breed tract was established. It was &t the instance
of Glen. Clark that Antoine LeClaire, afterward so prominent fn the history of
Scott county, was taken Into the Amerlean service and given an English school-
. Ing to enable him to serve gz an Interpreter. Among the first “white'” women
in Clayton county, it Is claimed, was a former slave or house servant of Gen.
Clark. She was a mnlatto. '

IANNALS OF Iowa (1st ser.), vol. I, p. 9. After his discharge from the army
Col, Davenport was employed in the service of Col. William Morrison of Ken-
tucky, a government contractor.

!ANNALE oF Iowa (3d ser.) vol. III, pp. 98-99. Tuttle in his History of
gotw (p. 53) credits Zachary Taylor with constructing Ft. Madison but with-

ut warran . .



-

i0 . NATIVITY OF THE PIONEERS OF IOWA

During the period from 1821 to 1824, when Iowa was merely a pa.rt'ot the
unorganized territory of the United BStates, its affairs were looked after by
officers of the army and Indian Agents, whose work consisted mainly of pro-
tecting the Indians againgt agegressions of the whites. Among them were many
southerners who later acquired great fame in national affairs. The first officer
sent to look after the Galena miners was Col. Willoughby Morgan, a Virginian:
Ceol. Zachary Taylor was another Virginian with whom the miners in Dubuque
came Into direct collision on July 4, 1830, Col. Taylor ordered them to disperse
and on thelr refusal sent troops from Ft. Crawford to arrest them. Years after
he declared to Mr. Langworthy that “those miners at Dubugue were worze to
manage than the Semlnoles or even the Mexicars' Agsgsoclated somewhat inti-
mately with Taylor, especially during the Black Hawk war, was a Kentuckian
of mnote, Lieut. Jefferson Davls. - He is declared to have acted with and for
Taylor when the Mission School for the Winnebago Indlans was established
in Allamakee county In 1854. Davis was also assigned to the adjutantship of
the First U. & Dragoons, of which Henry Dodge was colonel. In that regiment
Davig, we are told by the late Gen, James C. Parrott of Keokuk, himself a
Marylander, was a ‘‘great crony of my (Parrott’s) Capt. Browne.” The captain
referred to was Jesse B. Browne,- afterwards one of the first merchants of
Keokuk and the speaker of Iowa’s first territorlal house of representatives that
con¥enad in Burlington in December, 1838, With another Iowan, G. W. Jones,
later of Dubuque, Jefferson Davis formed in tho~= early days a fast friendship
that endured unti]l death severed the tlez—a friendship that had a momentuous
influence upon the political views and conduct of one, if not both of Iowa's first
senators, a rfriendship that eventually caused the imprigonment of Gen, Jones on
the charge of treasonable conduct during the Civil war. With that same regl-
ment was Lieut. ‘Albert M. Lea, a North Carolinian, whose report on explora-
tions throughout Iowa determined the site of the second ¥t. Des Molnes, and
the publication of his little book of “Notes,” in Philadelphia in 1836. Another
aoutherner of note in the same reglment was Capt. Nathan Boone, the youngest
son of the great Daniel Boone, of Kentucky. He zaided Lieut. Lea greatly in
furnlshing data for the latter’s map of Iowa.

Another distinguished southermer intimately associated with the preterritorlal
days of Iowa was Robert E. Lee. With respect to Lee, Mr. Langworthy suggests
that it was probably largely due to his report to congresg in 1838 that Iowa .
recelved her name. There are some who claim that Lee county was named
in henor of the efficient and genial officer who studied the region of the Raplde
so thoroughly. One of the classmates of Davis and Iee at West Point was
afterwards a notzble figure in Xowa's history, Charles Mason, for many years
Judge of the Supreme Court and -subsequently the author of the Iowa Code of
1851. In the service with these men, especially in connection with the Black
Hawk war, werg Generals E. P. Gaines, a Virginian and Henry Atkinson, a
North -Carolinian, after whom Ft. Atkinson, loeated on Turkey river in Winne-
shiek county, way named. At this fart was stationed Capt. J. J. Abercromble,
a Tennesseean, and Lieut. Alfred Pleasanton, n Washingionian, both of whom
roge to high rank in the Union army, and Lieutenants Simon B. Buckner, Henry
Heth, Abraham Buford and Alex, W. Reynolds, all of whom became general
officers in the Confederate army. Another conspicucus figure in the negotia-
tlons with the Sacs and Foxes following the Black Hawl: war was also a
¥Virginian, Gen. Winfield Scott.

Next to Gen. William Clark, of Missouri, the most notaworthy Indian Agent
of the national government immediately charged with the supervision of tne
interests of the Indians In Iowa and Wisconsin, wag “a grand old Virginian”
Gen. Joseph M. Street. It was he who strove so vigorously to initiate the policy
of mission schools among the Indlans. Hisg sarvices for the natlon’s wards won
for him honorable distinction fn the Indian annals of the middle west. e
lies buried In the graveyard at Agency City, Towa, near by the grave of the
chief Wapello, of the Sacs and Foxes. Gen. Ftreet’s son-in-law, Capt. George .

‘Wilson, was in the same company with Jefferson Duvis at Ft. Crawford. Both
wera In the somnany that awnollad tha Twihnanae minora Clant. Wilaon later
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became the first adjutant of the militia of the territory of Iowa. Gen. Street's
son, Joseph H. D. Street, was the first register of the land office in Council
Bluffa.

Another prominent if not dominant flgure in the Black Hawk war was
Henry Dodge,! He soon thereafter hecame governor of Wisconein territory and
thereby of Iowa. He wag a native of Indiana, but he spent his youth in Ken-
tucky and began his public career in Missouri in 1306. He galined distinction
in the latter state, holding many offices from sheriff and marshal up to the
major general of Missouri's militia and member of the constitutional conven-
tion of Missourl in 1820. He was one of the positive factors In the first legls-
lative enactments passed by the le_glslature of Wisconsin that first met at
Belmont, Wis, and later at Burlinglon, Iowa.

If the general assoclations of men constitute any conslderable factor In
determining their condupct, in creating thelr attitude or state of mind with
respect to life and its affairs, then enough has been shown to indicate that
asouthern rather than New England ldeas and traditions dominated the men who
controlled Jowa, when it was in the initiel processes of beginning, when it was
inchoate, as the lawyers would put it. Their presence In and about Iowa was
unquestionably a potent fact in determining the character of the inflow of
immigrants that began in 1830. Let us ascertain, as far as may be, the nativity
of the first settlers,

The first frontiersmen, other than the Canadian traders and trappers and
voyageurs, to frequent Xowa were doubtless Kentuckians, With Lewls and
Clark, besides Nathaniel Pryor already mentloned, were Sergeant Charles Floyd
and nine other young men, all Kentuckians. Floyd's remains now He on the
bluffs of the Missourl river near Sioux City, When William Hunt was fitting
out his Astorlan party at 8t. Louls in 1810 he was anxious to secure and did
enlist the services of several! Kentuckian hunters and river men.! On their way
up the river both the scientist, Bradbury, and Hunt separately encountered
three Kentuckigns returning, who for three years preceding had been hunting
and trapping at the headwaters of the Missouri and Columbia.? That many of
these “men of the western waters" had frequently penetrated Iowa far Inland
1= surely not a violent presumption. :

Col. John Bmith of Missouri, some time after the death of Julien Dubuque and
the sale of the latter's “Mines of Spain” at St Louis, went up the river in a
keel boat with sixty men, bent on mining and smelting lead in the reglon round
about Dubugue. The bellizerant attitude of the Indlans, however, effectually
interfered with his plans* The inhabitants of the mining reglon of Galena were
malinly people from Kentucky, Tennessee and southern Illinois, a reglon in-
habited largely by people from the former states. It was Col. James Johnson,
of Kentucky, brother of the celebrated Col. R. M. Johnson, who In 1823
ingugurated the lead mining in northwestern Illinois and southwestern Wisconsin.
With iim were Col, James Simrall, of Kentucky, the commander of Kentucky
dragoons in the campaign in the northwest between 1812 and 1818; and John
8. Miller, of Hannibal, Mo Among that mining population was a notorious
mining character, “Kentuck Anderson,” who had a widespread reputation as a
bruiser in fist fights, who later went over to Dubuaque and In a feud six miles
southwest of Dubuque wag Kkilled in 1836.° )

All of southwestern Wisconsin was settled chiefiy by southerners. It
was their presence and predilections that secured the adoption of the county
commissioner aystem of local government ip Wisconsin, and maintalned it
e ——— - .

‘Governor Ford of Illinois dlsputes Gen. Dodge’s fame as the hero of the
Black Hawk war. See his History of Iilinois, pp. 146-169.

Urving's Astorig, ch. XIII. i

*Bradbury's Jowrnals (Thwalte's ed.), p. 98; Irving’s Astorip, ch. XIII,

‘Towa Historlcal Record, vol. XV, p. 106.

fDr. Moses Mecker on Farly History of the Lead Region, Wisconsin His-
torical Collections, vol. VI, pp. 272-280. Caleb Atwater, in his Tour to Prairie
du Chien, says erronecously, that “Gen, Henry Dodpge, of Missouri,” first gettled
In and began to work the lead mines. American Antigulties, p. 170.

"Meeker Ibid, foot note of L. C. D. (Lyman C. Draper), p. 275.
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until the state was admitted into the Unlon in 1848, despite the wishes and
protests of the New Englanders and New Yorkers who had gained control in
Michigan and who were rapldly coming into Wisconginl Col. Arthur Cunyng-
hame traveling acrosg Illinois in 1850 encountered numerous caravans Or Wagon
trainz of the Kentuckians and Tennesgeeans returnineg from the Galena mines
for the winter to their homes south of the Ohin.? We shall see later that the
Dodges and Governory Clark and Hempstead, were among those interested in
lead mining around Galena. Iowa, no doubi received prior to 1850, no Incon-
giderable number of the southern people from southern Wisconsin and northern
Illinois. It iy clear that the people who first hegan to look with covetous eyes
across the Mississippi to the attractive land._s in Iowa In the main hailed from the
south,

We find southern men, .or .men of southern extraction, or ¢of southern aflilla.
tion no less conspicuous and prominent in the government of the territory aad
State prior to 1850 and even well up to the ocutbreak of the Civil war. Governor
Robert Lucas, the first chlef executive of the territory, was a native of Virginia,
2 descendant of that sturdy Scotch-Irish stock that so early pushed westward
through the gaps of the Alleghanies Into the” valleys converging on the Ohio
His successor, John Chambers, although born in New Jersey in 1789, spent his
life mainly in Kentucky from 1792 to 1844. In his old age he returned to
Kentucky where he died. Governor James Olark was born In Westmoreland
coumnty, Penngylvania, In 1836 he went to Missourl, thence to Belmont, and finally
to Burlington. He married a davghter of Governor Henry Dodge, and thereby
probably resulted his appointmeat. The first governor of the new Biate was
Anasel Briggs, a Vermonter, a whig in Ohio, who became a democrat when he
gettled in Jackson county, Iowa, in 1836, His successor, Stephen Hempstead,
althouzgh born in Connecticut, spent hig youth in 8t. Louis, gained business
experience in the lead mining region of Galena and settled in Dubuque in 1836.
Governors James W. Grimes and Raiph P. Lowe were northern men by birth
and affiliation. Governor Samuel J. Kirkwood was a Marylander, moulded as
wad Governor Lucas by a subsequent residence in Ohio.

In the relations of the territory and State to the national government, south-
erners and men of southern predileciions were likewise dominant in most of the
important positions. The first federal judge was John James Dyer, a native
of Pendleton county, Virginia, now West Virginia. But for his refusal to con-
sider the democratic nomination he probably would have been the first governor
of the State of Iowa. The United States marshal wae Dr. Gideon 8. Balley
of Van Buren, a native of Kentucky. Judge Dyer’s successor in 18566 was
anether Virginian, James M. Love. Jowa's first territorial delegate to congress
was W. W. Chapman, who was born and educated in Virginla under the tutelage
of  the noted lawyer St. George Twucker. His successor in 1841 was Aupgustus

. Caesar Dodge, & son of Governor Henry Dodge, horn durlng the latter's resi-
dence 'in 8t. Genevieve, Mo., and he was Iowa's national representative until -
the State was admitted into the Union in 1846. When the Arst legislature broke
the senatorial deadlock of 1846, the first =enators elected were A. C. Dodge and
George W. Jones, The latter was born at Vincennes, Indiana, spent his youth
in Missourl, and was educated at Transylvania University, Kentucky. One could
without doing violence to language claim one and perhaps both of Missourl's
distinguished senators as Iowa's guardians and representatives in congress.
Thomas H. Benton had, as is well known, a direct family interest in Iowa through
his nephew who early attained distinction in Dubuqus and later in Btate affalrs
in Iowa, and BSenator Lewls F. Linn was a half-brother of Governor Henry
Dodge. So industricus was Senator Linn on behalf of the interests of this
State that he was known as the “Jowa Sepator.”

Iowa's firgt represenative in the lower houss of congress was Shepherd Leﬂ’lel'.
of  Burlington ; William Thompson of Mt. Pleagant, was our second; both sons
of the Kﬁfystone state. Daniel F. Miller, our third represenative, was horn In

wis. Hiw. Coll, vol, ¥I, pp. 502, 506, 507, Spencer's Local Government in
Wiaconsin.
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Maryland, and our fourth, Lincoln Clark of Dubuque, was born in Massachuszetts,
but he had been a resident of Alabamsa from 1830 to 1848, Of the six other
represéntatives in congress prior to 1860 one, James Thorington of Davenport
was a North Carellnian, and Timothy Davis of Dubugque was a New Jerseyan
who lived in Kentucky from 1317 to. 1847.

Striking evidence of the domination of men of southern afflliations and ante-
cedents in Jowa’s political affairs prior to 1850, and even beyond, is afforded
in the membership rolls of the early legislatures and constitutiona! conventions.
The delegation from this side of the Mississippt in the Wisconsin legislatures
that met flret at Belmont and later at Burlington, numbered 18 out of the 39
members. Of Iowa’s quota there was only one representative of New England,
and one from New York, whereas there were four from Pennsylvania (three
being from Washington county). The south had elght representatives: one each
from Virginii and QGeorgia, and three eack from Kentucky and Tennessee. There
was one each from Ohio and Illincis. In the first legistature of the Towa terri-
tory in 1838, there were twenty southerners, five New Englanders, eight from
the middle stotes, and five from Ohic and Illinois. Virginia, North Carolina,
Kentucky and Tennessee were the southern states represented. Disregarding the
southern stock among. the people of Pennsylvania, Ohio and Illinols, sons of the
south constituted more than half of the membership. The records of mnatlvity

" gre not complete for subsequent gzessions and the states of origih cannot be
given except for the State senate in 1861, and the fifth general aggembly that
met in 1854, In the senate of the third general assemnbly (1851) southerners
continued the most numerous, seven as against two fromm New Xngland. In
1854, however, we note an increase in the relative proportions of the representa-
tives from the middle and northwest states. Nevertheless there were in the
Senate ten southerners and only four New Englanders, and in the lower housze
sixteen from the south and but nine from northeast of the Narrows. '

In the constitutional conventions that convened in 1844, 1846 and 1857,
we find men hailing from gouth of Mason and Dixon’s line greatly ocutnumbering
the New Englanders. In the first convention there were eleven Virginlans, six
North Carclinians, eight Kentuckiang and one Tennesseean, twenty-six in all;
while New England wasd represented by ten; the middle states by twenty-three,
of whom- thirteen came from Pennsylvania; Ohio had eight, and Indiana and

_ 1linois each one. In the gecond the numbers were fifteen from the south, eight
from New England, four from the middle states and flve from the northwest
states. In the convention of 1357 the south had ten, New England six, the
middle states eleven and the Northwest states nine representatives. ’

NATIVITY OF SOME OF IOWA'S LEGISLATIVE REPRESENTATION.

Territorial Leglala- State
tures Ansemblies Constitutional
Conventions
18t Wis,, 18t Ia.,
1836-37 163859 | 39 bth
Born in
- H = 0
ol -0 ST - - RS -
CIEISIE|E|S 183 8 8
W g |S|a|w|8[&]2]8
New England 1 2 3 2 g 4| 10 8 8
Middle States __.___.________. 3 2 5 a 4| 2 9 | 28 4 | 11
Southern States .._____ [} ] 15 5 k4 15 10 238 13 10
Northwest States. 1 1 4 1 5 16 6 10 5
Europe 1 I P . 3 2 : RN .
Total 12 6 | 26 | 13{ 18| 6 | A 7| e 36
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I¥, SOME OF THE 30UTHERN STOCK AMONG THE FIRST BETTLERS.

The declarations of local chroniclers respecting the “first” events in pioneer
" times, such as the “firet white child” born, or marrlage solemnized, or the firet
house built, or the first church dedicated, are often boin of misty memories oT
hasty surmises Indulged in by ardemt patiriotic temperaments. Nevertheless,
while subject to suspicion, and often heavy deductions, taken altogether they
may afford us considerable data from which substantial conclusions may be
drawn. A cursory examination of the historles of the counties of Iowa, of the
foew memoirs, journals and letters relating to the first years of the State will
soon convince one that New Englanders were not always the first settlers in all
of the counties, and contemporary opinion often indicatez that their presence
was rare in various communities,

In Lee county, excluding the French Canadians and Creales, the first Amaeri-
ean settlers are said to have been Richard Chaney, a native of Prince Georges
county in Maryland, and Peter Willlams, of Kentucky or Tennessge. The first
merchant of Ft. Madison, It Is asserted, was one Walsh, a Baltimorean, Hawkins
Taylor, himszelf one of the first settlers, states that Lewis Pitman, a Kentuckian,
was the first settler "in all the section round about” West Point; and in Charles-
ton, he Informs us, there was a man by the name of Allen who “prided himself
on being a Yankee—an article scarce in that section.” Of the five members of
the legislature from l.ee in 1538 four were from southern states: Capt. Jeszse
B. Browne, Kentucky, William Patterson, Virginia, Hawkins Taylor, Kentucky,
C. J. Price, North Carolina, and James Brierly, Ohla. Among the immigrants
to Ft. Madison in 1837 was a family of North Carolinians whose head was
John A. Drake, afterwards the founder of Drakesville in Davis county, One
member of that famlily, Francis Marion Drake, became governor of Iowa in
1896, When Gen. Joseph M. Street was ordered to drive back the squatters
from the second Purchase he appointed a Virginlan as the first licensed ferry-
man over the Des Moines, a man who afterward exercised a marked influence
upon his fellows in territorial days, Mr. Van Caldwell, the father of Henry
Clay Caldwell, g prominent state genator in 1860 and °*62, and later a judge of
the Federal Circuit Court for the District of Arkansas, and still in active servige.

Southerners were not an inconsiderable number in Des Moines county. The
first courity elerk and city postmaster of Burlingten was a Scotehman, Dr. Wm.
Ross, who had lived many years in the south, in Kentucky and Missouri. In
1826, Lisut. Albert M. Lea bought in the “raw village'" of Burlington from "one
_ David, a shrewd Kentuckian,” four lots fronting the court house “in expectancy,”
and the next year sold them to John Pemberton, the father of the celebrated
officer who years after surrendered Vicksburg to Gen. U. 8. Grant, In 13838
Gen. William Thompson, Iowa’s second representative in congress, g Pennsyl-
vanian whose parents moved into the Keysione state from Virginia, registered
at the "“Wiseonsin House, the largest hetel” in Burlington, whose hostess and
asslstants were “all West Virginians from 4the flats of Graves Creek.”™ One of.
the most influential of the first pioneers was Iszac Leffler, a Pennsylvanian,
who had served eight years in the legislature of Virginia and represented that
state in congress. He was one of the reﬁresentatives of Demoine county iv the
Wisconsin legislaiure ' at Belmont. In the first territorial legislature four of
‘Des Moines represenatives were from Kentueky and Virginia, one each irom
Ohio and Pennsylvaniaz, and two from New Hampshire. Another notable early
gettler of Burlington was no less than John C. Breckenridge, ¢of Kentucky, who
‘became vice president In 1857. Here it iz interesting to note that in the case '
of the fugitive slave "“Diek,” whose owner sought by suit to recover him in
oerder to take him back to Missouri, not only were both the leading attorneys
southerners, but s0 was the mayor of the city. Mr. M. D. Browning, for the
plaintiff, was a Kentuckian, and Judge David Rorer, for the defendant, a Vir-
ginian, and the mayor, 8. A, Hudson, who was expected to maintain peace and
order, was a Kentuckian. '

In Scott county wo find men from south of the Ohlo river mueh In evidence
in the early settlements. Mr, Barrows, one of.the first surveyors and cario-
graphers of Iowa, writing in 1863, says that “probably the first settler in Scott
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county” was Capt. Benj. W. Clark, a native of Virginia, who had commanded
a company of mounted rangers in the Elack Hawk war., He was given the firdt
ferry franchise between Rock Island and Davenport. e founded the town of
Buffalo. Bowling Creek in Scott county derives its name from James M. Bowling, .
another Virginlan. The town of Princeton was settied first by a Kentuckian,
Thomas Hubbard, 5r. - The names of Col. George Davenport and Antoine LeClaire
have already heen mentioned. :

The first =zettler in Clinton eounty, it is sald, was one Ellsha Buell, a New
Yorker who had been "a pilot on the Ohio and lower Mississippl,” coming up
from St. Louis In 1836, Perhaps the most notable and forceful character among
the first settlers of Jackson county was Col. Thomas Cox, 2 EKentuckian who
had been a member of the spenate of the first staté legislature of Illlnols and
" had served in the Black Hawk war before coming to Iowa. '

The population that came acress to Dubugue between 1830 and 1840 from
the Fever River or Ghlena mining region was a variegated mixture of Canadian
French ahd Seotch, Irishk, Yankees and Southerners. Excepting the Canadian
infusion the maljority of the “down easters” had been previously '‘westernized"
either In southern Ohio or southern Illinois, or in Kentucky and Mlssouri, e g
the Hempsteads and the Langworthys. The southerners were influential. Among
them were Thomas 8., Nairn and General Wm. Vandever, Marylanders, Wm.
Carter, Iowa's first manufacturer of shLot, and General John . Bhlelds, Ken-
tuckians, and the Emersons, John King, General Warmer Lewis, Major Richard
Moberly and William G. Stewart, Virginians., John King had the distinction of
being the founder and editor of The Dubugue Visiler, the flrst newspaper printed
in Jowa (1836). Hid associate, Andrew Keersecker, who was the printer or
compositor of the flrm, was likewise a Virginian. ]

Concerning Cedar Rapids, we are told that “it should be remembered that
in the settlement of our city and its vicinity a strong and important clement
wag from the south. That element brought a rich strain of blood, and means,
and intelllgence inte the raw community. And with this element ‘the force of
tradition and pride of race and early eduration held to accepted ideas of their
zection.” Another writer only recently declares that those *“Influential pioneers’™
came “from Maryland, Tennessee, Virginia and from South Carolina, and from
a number of southern states,” and they *“left a soclal Impress upon the ecom-
munity which, even to this day, has not been entirely obliterated.” Among the
numhber that ¢ame from South Carolina were the three Bryan brothers, Michael,
B. 8 and Hugh L., Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Staney, Mrs. Rutledge and two sisters,
and Donald M. McIntosh, a “brilllant lawyer,” But the chief star of them alt
was Mary Bwinton Legare, a sister of Hugh 8. Legare of South Carolina, Who
hecame attorney general in President Tyler's cahinet and later succeeded Web-
ster as secretary of state. Miss Legare was her brother's eonstant companion
until his death and ]a.ter' the editor of hls literary works. She married Loweall
Bullen, of North Brookfield, Mass., in the “0ld muddy church™ in Cedar Rapids,
and lived in Marion for some time, but she exerted her great social influence
chiefly in Cedar Rapids. . . .

A census taker In Cedar and Johknson counties In 1836, and the first sheriff
of Johnson county appointed by Gov., Henry Dodge, waz Col. 8. C. Trowbridge,
a Virginian, In Whalter Terrell, one of the early millers of the State, Inwa
City had another “fine old Virginia geatleman,” highly educated in the classies
and mathematics, widely travelled and influential among his fellows. Rev. John
Todd, on his arrival at Percival, Fremont county, in October, 1848, found that
most of the Methodlsts thereabouts were “from Virginia, Kentucky and Mis-
souri,” In 1854 James W. Grimes spoke at Glenwood, some thirty miles north
of Percival in Mills county, in behalf of his-candidaey for governor, and in a
letter .to Mrs. Grimes describing hie reception he said: .*“When I came here
I found that the population is entirely southern.”

Following up the Des Moines river valley we find numerous sons of the 0Old
Dominion, Kentucky and Missouri among the first settlers. In Jefferson county
the “first white settler” was John Ruff, a Virginian. In Mahaska the De
Lashmutts, Edmundsons, Phillips and Heevera families brought with them the
traditions of the Cavaliers and of the proud gentry of the Rlue Grass reglon.
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The man whe was the occasion of the “Tally War” during the rebellion was a
Tennesseean. In Monroe county one John Magsey surveyed Albla. One natwially
conjectures whether he was a lineal descendant or relative of Nathaniel Massie
_ of Kentucky, who eurveyed Virgiia's lands in south central Ohio in 1789-92.
A large proportion of the Mormons who stopped In Monroe county came “‘from
Pennsylvania, North Carolina, Virginia and other mountainous regions” Clai-
borne Hall, & Virginian, was the firat setiler in Red Rock, Marion county, coming
up from Missourl in 1833, and the two following him were from Kentucky.
George Gillasny, Ykewise from Kentucky, settled first in Louisa county (1840),
golng to Marion in 1843. He became assessor, sheriff, treasurer of hoard of
public works, member of the constitutional convention of 1857, and the first
democratic nominee for lieutenant governor in Iowa in 1858. A tugitive from
justice In Missouri is alleged to have been the first settler in Madison county,
but soon there followed him a “colony of newcomers"” from Missourl, among
the party was a& McCrary, “an old Tennessee mountaineer.”

The first white settlers in Polk county came in when the second Fort Des
Moines, at the "Raccoon Forks' was garrisoned in 1843, Among the troopa ana
the attaches of {he garrison were a number who remained permanently in the
region, and one finds southern blood common, coming in direetly or indlrectly
through Ohio, Indfana and Illinois. 'The government countractors, the brothers
John B. and W. A. Scott, came via Indiana from North Carolina stock. The
tallor of the fort, J. M. Thrift, was the son of a Virginia slave owner and
Baptist preacher who took his slaves to Ohlo and gave them their freedom,
whose grandson Is now (1906) adjutant general of Iowa's militla, Peter New-
comer, who was granted permizsion to take a claim at Agency Prairie on condi-
tion that he would build a bridge over Four Mile c¢creek, was a Marylander., One
of the first trappers zlong the Des Moines was Landon Harmilton, a Virginian,
who a few years since left his estate to the clty of Des Moines and to the State
of Iowa. Among the soythern stock that came in later was James C. Jordan,
a Virginlan, afterwards state senator, whose home just west of Des Moines
became a noted station on the TUnderground railway. Another Virglnian was
John H. Given, father of Mrs. Pauline Given Bwalmn, and another was Thos. N.
MNapier, a county judge under the law of 1851. M. D. McHenry, an attorney
and later State senator, and Jas. A, Williamson were prominent Kentuckians.
In the development of the transportational facilities of Ires Moines were Dr.
M, P, Turner, 2 Missourian, who hecame interested flrst in the ferry franchises
‘and later inaugurated the first street car system, and Jefferson 8. Polk, a Ken-
tuckian, whoe upon graduation from Georgetown College entered uypon the prac-
tice of law in Des Moiney in 18586—=slnee the early nineties he has been the
manager and chief owner of the electric railways of Des Moines. Des Molnes
and Polk county was settled by great numbers of Indisniang and Ohloans
whoze ancestors came from south of Mason and Dixon's line and the QOhlo river.
Many names of men of note might be mentioned; a few may be cited—Thomas
J. Saylor and Alexander C. Bondurant, after whom Saylorville and Bondurant
were named, Senators P M. Cagady and Col. C. H. Gateh, Col. Isaac W. Griffith
and Gen., Ed. Wright, Judge Wm. IL McHenry, 8r., and Tacitus Hussey.

Bouthern stock predominated in the first settlement of Boone county, Tt
was named after Captain Nathan Boone who first surveyed the region; Willlam
Boone, a relative, early settled near Boonesbore that commemorated the old home
of thelr great namesake In Kentucky: many of his descendants are found in
Worth and Des Moines townships In Boone county today. In the same twwn-
ghips are also many relatives of the Virginian who became a noted ecircult rider
in Illinols, Peter Cartright. A South Carolinian has his name préserved in the
town of Lauther, and a Virginian in Zenorville. The common practice of western
emigration preceding by “families” and “neighborhoods™ {8 excellently {llustrated
in the career of the Hull family. Three brothers, James, George and Uriah, of
Virginia, Scotch-German stock, settled In and about Boone between 1847 and
1850, and their numercus famillez and relationy almost immediately made them
the most potent political factora in the county, an influence which they main-
tained until the war and after. Two other brothers, John and C. J. McFarland,
representatives of southern stock and views, garly attalned positions of marked
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inflzence, the former in banking and business and the latter on the bench. Judge
MeFariand was an exceedingly plcturesque character in the annals of the county
Judge system. :

One may find some interesting evidence of the make-up of the population
in varlous sections of the northwestern counties of Iowa in the muster rolls of
the Northern Border Erigade, raised in the fall of 1862 to guard our frontier
against the threatened forays of the blood-thirsty Bicux. The flve companies,
comprising 16 officers and 254 men, were recruited from an extensive region
including Harrlson, Shelby, Woodbury in the southwest, Hamilton and Hardin
in the sontheast, and Emmet and Kossuth on the north. The lieutenant-colonel,
James A. Savage, of Sloux Clty, was a Tennesseean. Of the 270 there were 24
from New England, 55 from New York and Pennaylvania, 34 from the southern
states, 84 from the northwest states, and 7 from Iowa. The first mentioned
were chiefly in the northern countigs: In the scuthern anc‘i western countles
the southern states and Ohlo and Indiana claimed the major number. In com-
pany B, for instance, recrulted chiefly In and about Ft. Dodge, 18 out of the
42 native born were southerners, mostly North Carclinians and Tenneseeeans.!

Thia zomewhat drearizome recital of particulars may be closed by one other
reference.

« During the high waters In the Misscuri and Floyd rivers in March, 185?, it
was discovered that the floods were encroaching dangerously near to the grave
of Sergeant Floyd, the young Kentutkian of Lewis and Ciark’s party who died
and wag buried on the river bluffs in 1804. His remains were taken up for rein-
terment. On May 28, 1857, under directions of Capt. James B. Todd, late of the
United States army, they were taken to the steamer for transfer to thelr present
resting place. The pall bearers whose names are preserved, were W. Craft, of
Virginia, T. CGriffy, of Kentucky, L. Kennerly, of Missouri, W. H. Levering, of
Indlana, N. Levering, of Ohic, and D. W, Seott of the army. In Woodhury it
appears that southernery seem: to, form a goodly proportion of the paopulation
it the suggestions of those names are worth consideration.

. If we examine into the nativity of the ploneers among the professions we
find many noteworthy southerners.

Iowa's first preacher prebably was a Kentuckian, Rev. David Lowry, a Cum-
berland Presbyterian, who assisted Gen. Efreet in his work with the Winnehago
Indians at the Mission school in Allamakee eounty. In Mahaska county in 1844,
Mrs. Phillips fells us, “Cumberland Pregbyterlans seem to predominate.” "Reav.
Launcelot Graham Bell, a Virginian, organized the first Pregbyterian church” at
West Point, Lee county, at Muscatlne, at Iowa City, and in cities and towns
along the sonthern part of the SBtate to the Mlgsouri. It was Rev. John Han-
cock, of Kentucky, assisted by Mr. Bell, who started the first Presbytarian
church in Clouncil Bluffs. The first Presbyterian preacher in Red Rock, Marion
county, and the first resldent pastor in Des Moines was a North Carolinian, Rev.
Thompeon Bird. The first preacher of the Christlan eburch In Iowa was David
R. Chance, a Kentuckian. He was one of the seven representatives of Demoine
county in the legislature at Belmont in 1836. His experiencés with legislative
virtue in the location of the territorial capital did not enhance his falth in hu-
man nature. It was Elder D. 8. Burnet, of Baltimore, who established the Chris-
tian church In Iowa City. One of the forceful and constructive men in the Metho-
dist church was Rev. Samuel Clark. He was bora in Virglnia, and was chap-
lain of Virginia's constitutional eonventifon in 1829-30, in which sat ex-presidents
Madison and Monroe. He was one of the founders of the Wesleyan Unliversity
at Mt. Pleasant and the fatler of the brilliant editor of The Keokuk Gate €ity,
Sam M. Clark. Blshop Y.oras of the Cathollc church, who came to Dubuque
in 1838, was stationed In Mobile, Alabama, from 1829 to 1836.

Among the doctors of the State were Dr, Enos Lowe, of Burlington, a na-
tive of North Carolina. ¥He was made chairman of the constitutional convention
that met in Jowa City in 1846 that framed the constitution finally adopted. Dr.
John D. Elbert of Keosauqua, Dr. John W. Finley of Dubuque, Dr. John F.

Capt. Wm. H. Ingham's article, The Iowa Northern Brigade of 1862-3,
Awnars, (3d ser.), vol. V, pp. 513-528.

2—1I.0.R.
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Henry, of Burlington, were Kentuckians, Dr. W. Patton of Council Bluffs wat
from Virginia. Dr. &. L. Brown of Marion county was a Tennesseean. There
wera two physlelans in the' first territorial legislature and both hailed from the
south, Dr. Gideon 8. Bailey of Van Buren county, from Kentucky, in the houst
of representatives, and Dr. Jesse B. Payne of Henry county, from Tennessce, Ir
the counell. In the eonstitutional convention of 1844, four out of the five doctor
who were memhbers were from the south. In the convention of 1846 honors were
even, one was from Alabama, one from North Carolina, and two from Vermont

In the milltary service meveral distinguished names are mst with: Gen
James C. Parrott of Keokuk, Gen. J. G. Lauman of Burlington, Gen. Williaw
Vandever of Dubuque, all Marylanders; and Gen. John Edwards of Charlton, and
Gen, James A. Willlamson of Dea Moines, were both Kentucklans,

Southerners loom up prominently in the early annals of Iowa’s legal pro
fossion. Besides Judge Caldwell already mentioned, and Judges Dyer and Low
referred to, Judge Jamea @Grant, a North Carolinian who settled in Davenpott
wag a man of remarkable force of character if one-half that hosts of admirer:
relate of him be true. He was a member of the first constitutional conventior
of 1844, and he called the second convention to order in 1846, and was a poten
factor in their dellberations. Other eouthern lawyers in those conventions wert
W. W. Chapman of Virginia, our territorial delegats to congress, Wm. H. Harrl
son, Washington county, from North Carolina, H. P. Haun of Clinton county
from Kentucky, and G. W. Bowle, of Des Moines county, from Maryland. Judpe
Dyer's brother-in-law, Ben M. Samuels, a Virginian, was one of the forcefu
lawyers of Dubuque. In Mahaska county we have the name of William H
Beavers, who gained fame both as a codifier and as a judge of the Btate suprems
court. A vilgorous lawyer in the ploneer days of Council Bluffs was Jrdge R. L
Douglass, a native of Maryland. One of the leaders in the constitutional conven.
tion of 1857 was Willlam Penn Clarke, a Marylander. Another Marylander ther
rising into prominence was C. C. Nourse of Keosauqua, who later hecame attor
ney genera! of Towa. The name of one Iowa lawyer, however, stands above all
Bamuel F. Miller of Keokuk, a Kentuckian, who practiced law in the Gate Qity
from 1850 to 1862, when President Lincoln made him assoclate fustice of ow
great supreme court at Washington.

In the development of the public &choecls of Iowa men from ths soqthert

states were not a little in evidence. A young Kentuckian, Berryman Jennings
was the first gchool teacher in Iowa, conducting a schocl in Lee county from Oc
tober to December, 1830, W, W. Jam!son, a Virglnlan, a graduate of Washingtar
college, was among the first teachers of Keokuk. Ths first scheo! house war
built three years later at Berlington by Dr. Ross, a long resident Kentuekia
already mentioned. It was Gideon 3. Balley ¢of Van Buren, also a Kentuckian
wko Introduced the first school laws in the territorial legislature in 1838, T
schools of Council Bluffs were started by Mr. and Mrs. James B. Ruoe fronw
Eentucky. In 1828 a nephew of the author of “Thirty Years View,” Thomas H
Benton, Jr., a Tennesseean, educated in Missourl and Tennessee, founded a clas
sical school in Dubuque. Ten years later he entered upon an influential caree
as State superintendent of publie instruction that did net cease until his deat?
in 1867. The infiuence of Rev, Samuel Clarke in the founding of the Jowa Wes:
leyan Unalversity at Mt. Pleasant has been noted. ThLe founder of Cornell college
at Mt. Vernon was Rev. Geo., B. Bowman, a North Carclinian, The first in-
structors in Oskaloosa college, in 1861, were two brothers, Rev. Geo, T. and w
A, Carpenter, both sons of Xentucky. The former was made president and held
the office until 12380 when he with the assistance of his bmther-m-law. Gen. F
M. Drake. founded Drake University in Deg Moines.

¥. B0ME OPINIONS.

Among the pioneers opinions were now and then expressed concerning the
nativity of the population. As we might anticipate the subject was not on¢
that, amidst the press of efforts to subdue forest, prairie and stream, would
seriously engage attention or eliclt seasoned opinion. Personat associations
especta.lly political and religious affiliations, usually narrowed vision and inter-
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fered with impartial judgment. A few recorded opinions are found that are
of interest although they are somewhat divergent; some were expressed early
in the history of the State, some in memoirs and recollections published in
recent Years. )

Writing to Peter Cooper in 1868, Governor Samuel Merrill, a native of
Maine, who came to Iowa in 1856, declared that the State was “settled mainly
from Ohlo, Indiana and Pennsylvania, with a large admixture from New
England.” Judge Francis Springer, also a son of Maine, who represented Loufsa
and Washington copnties in the territorial council in 1840-41, and in 18B7
became president of the-third constitutional convention, stated In his ““Recollec-
:ions,” published in 1887, that *‘the first settlers of Iowa, it has been sald, were,
from southern Ohio, Indiana and Illingis,"” Professor L. F. Parker, one of
Iowa's ploneer teachers and historians, writlng in 1593, =ald that *the
earliest settlers came largely from southern Ohfo, Indiana, Illinois and the
most northerly of the southern states; Pennsylvania soon furnished a large
contingent. . . . About 1854 large additions were made to the population
from New England and from its earlier overflows into New York and northern
Jhio' Mr. George Duffield of Keosaugua, a pioneer of 13537, has recently
:old us that when his father, James Duffield, staried west i 1837, there were
thousands of settlers “on the move” towards Iowa, leaving Pennsylvania and
Dhio. *“They (the Duffields) were joinéd on their way down the Ohlo by
movers from the Carolinas, Kentucky and other states, and all were afloat in
keel boats, 'broads’ and steamboats’ The observation of the late Theodore
Parvin respecting the settlement of sons of the 0ld Dominion in southern
Iowa has already. heen gquoted. According to Hawking Taylor “Yankees were
a scarce article” in Lee county in the first years of the territory. During the
winter of 1841 the late Mr. James Hilton of Monroe county made ‘‘a pedestrian
tour of the counties of Lee, Des Moines, Henry, Jeiferson and Van Buren'” and
he found that “by far the greater part of the settlers in that part of Towa were
from Virginia, Kentucky a&nd Indiapna. . . .”

Threa opinions are especially noteworthy. They were expressed by men
whose experience with and knowledge of the plonears were both extensive and
offleial. Each opinlon was expressed in connection with or relative to a eritieal
event in the life of the territory or the State. The nativity of the people was
consciously considered in the first and third and evidently in the mind in_ tha
gecond: Tence thelr significance,

‘When the first proposals for the organization of the territory of JYowa
were belng urged upon congress, the lynx-eyed, far-seeing guardian of slavery,
Calhoun, was stoutly opposed. George W. Jones, the delegate of Wisconstn who
urged our casge *told him that the inhabitants were mainly from Missouri, Ken-
tucky and Illineis; that the ingtitutions of the gouth had nothing to fear from
them. Mr. Calhoun replled that this state of things would not last long: that
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istration, and often flagrant misuse of their autocratic powers in many dis-
tricts outraged the dearest traditions of the New Englanders and New Yorkers
who came into Iowa in sueh numbers between 1850 and 1880. Mr. Julius H
Powers was ¢lected to the senate in 1869 from a distriet in north central Iowa
comprising nine counties. He was chairman of the senate committee on county
and township crzanization, In deseriblng the contest in the legislature over the
attempt to revolutionize the system of local government, Mr. Powers explains
the animus of the struggle, and so far as I can discover he is the only observe:
or writer who has perceived the profound, gocial and political consequences of
the different streams of ploneer immigration into Iowa in thé ante bellum period:

“Two tides had fowed into Iowa in populating the State, one from the
east, bringing the New England element and habiis, with itz memory of
town meelings and individual tights, and one from the south, bringing witk
it the southern element with its thoughts and polity.

“In the early. settlement of the BState the scutherner had largely pre
dominafed, and the State's early organization was fashioned and moulded by
that infiuence, and the old baronial systemn had been perpetuated through the
slave power where necessity reqguired z centralizing. To abolish thiz one mar
power and dishurse it among the many was looked upon by the southern ele-
ment as dangerous In the extreme, and considerable bitterness was engendered
when a change was demanded.

“"Party lines were thrown down, and former influences and surroundings con
troiled the vote.”

¥IL. THE SHOWINGS OF THE CENEUS RETURNS.

All these things may be so; and still the numerical preponderance of south:
ern stock In Towa prior to the civil war is by no means demonstrated. The
prédominance of southerners among the men charged with the supervisior
of this region in the preterritorial days may have been a mere chance occur
rence. 'The preference of the natlonal government for men of southern blood o
views In the territorial appointments was due, some may coniend, to political
conditions affecting the entire mation, Again the large numbher of southerner:
in our early legislative and constitutional assemblies, while wvery suggestive
iz not in and of itself proof of the numerical preponderance of southern stock
And as to opinions they usuzlly are based on promiscuous a.nd vagrant impres
gions. The facts may hbe far different.

We have three census enumerations, the federal counts of 1856 and 1860
and the state census of 1856, that enable us to determine, with precision, the
nativity of Jowa's pioneers at the close of the pericd here under consideration
A comparative study of their returns enables us clearly to discern the pre
dominant elements in the previous decades.

Acrcording to the federal censugs of 1850 the number of native born Newm
BEnglanders in Iowa was only b5.535; of which 813 were natives of Maline, §51
of New Hampshire, 1,645 of Vermont, 1,251 of Massachusetty, 256 of Rhod¢
Island, and 1,090 of Connecticut. The pioneers halling from the middle states
ageregated £24,516; Penneylvamia was credited with 14,714, and New York
with 8,134. The total number born in the southern states amounted to 30,954
Virginia gave ua 7,861, Maryland 1,888, North Carolina 2,589, Tennessce 4,374,
Kentucky 8,8%4, and Missouri 3,897. From the states of the old Northwes!
territory we received 53,088, Ohlo sending us 30,713, Indlana 19,%25, ané
Iilinoiz 7,247. The pative born Iowans numbered 50,380,

There are some striking exhibits in the foregoing. In the firat place the
inhabitants of Jowa who claimed New England as thelr place of birth daid
not number four in the hundred of the population of 1850. Second, the numbet
hailing from the s_outhem states was nearly six times the number coming
from’ east of the Hudson. Third, there were more native born Virginiang than
there were native born New Englanders altogether. Fourth, the number of
Kentuckians likewise outnumbered the total number coming from New England

Tha enumerations of 1838 and 1860 show some Increases, both absolutely
and relatively, in the numbers haillng from New England and the milddle
states. Nevertheless the people of the south continued {0 outnumber the
natives of New Hngland three and two to one, ag may be seen from the following
summary. Hven In 1860 the Virginians in Iowa alone exceeded the total numbel
coming from Conneectieut, Massachusetts and Vermont:
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NATIVITY OF NATIVE BORN FPIONEERE OF IOWA.
i

1850 1856 ) 1860 Percentages

1850 | 1856 | 186D

New HEngland . f 5,085 18,389 253,040 3.2 43| 4.4

Middle States - 24,516 85,106 | 103,173 | 14.3 | 20.0 | 18.1

Southern Statey 30,954 54,042 54,008 | 121 (12,9 | 9.4

Northwest States : 59,008 | 172,803 193,005 | 84.5 | 40.6 | 33.9

Towa 50,380 03,302 | 191,145 | 29.& | 21.% | 33.7
Other States 138 122 2,460 8 3 R

. Total natives 170,621 424,251 | 568,832 _

The significance of these figures cannot be appreciated, however, until we
‘réalize that the peoples coming to Iowa from Delaware, from southern and
western Pennsylvania and from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and southern Wisconsin
were likewise predominantly southern In their ancestry, affiliations and tradi-
tions, 'This fact, I belleve, Is no less demonstrable than the preponderance of .
southerners in Yfowa in anie bellum days.

The New England tradition must be adversely considered, and presumptuous
thongh it may seem, Justice Miller's Judgment must be reversed: the decision
must be Iowa was sgettled first by sons of the Old Dominlon interspersed with
the vigor of New England, Upon such a holding.much that is inexplicable in
Iowa's history becomes easily understandable. We can readily appreciate
why Senator Dodge could so confidemtly: proclalm in the senate in 1854 that
he and his colleague, General Jones, with the senator from Pennsylvania were
the only senators from tlLe north who had voted against the Wilmot Provise
and for the fugitive slave law; and why Governor Grimes found the south
halt of Iowa so strongly pro-slavery,

This predominance of southern stock among Iowa's pioneers, the prevalence
of gouthern traditlons among the dominant political forces of the State prior
to the civil war had ineradicable effects upon the life and institutions of Iowans.

- Throughout the entire history of the State one may discern a sharp cleavage
among the people of lowa that in general typifies the traditional. conflict be-
‘tween the Cavalier and the Puritan. It I3 manifest not only in the political
life of the State, but In the soclal life of the people, in industry and com-
merce, In church and religlon, in education and modes of recreatlon—sundry
phases of which the writer hopes some time to set forth.

1_Some of_' the items Included in the totals here given are so blurred in the
original tables that the numbers below may be subject to slight corrections.






DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE
In Congress, July 4, 1776.

THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE THIRTEEN UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA.

(Adopted by the Continental Congress July 2, and authenticated and pro-
claimed July 4, 1776.)

When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for one
people to dissolve the political bands which have cohnected them with an-
other, and to assume among the powers of the earth the separate and
equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entltle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they
ghonld declare the cause: which Impel them to the separation.

‘We hold these truths to be self-evident,: that all men are created equal;
that they are endowed by thelr Creator with certain unalienable rights;
that among these are life, Hberty and the pursuit of happiness; that, to
socure these rights, governments are ingtituted among men, deriving their
Just powers from the consent of the governed, that, whenever any form of
government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people
to dlter or abolish it, and to institute a3 new government, laying its foun-
dation on such principles, and crganizing its powers in such form, as to
them shgll seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Pru-
dence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not
be changed for light and transient causes; and, accordingly, all experience
hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which
they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations,
pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design to reduce them
under ahsolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off
such government, and to provide new guards for their future security.
Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies, and such 15 now
the necessity which constrains them to alter their former systems of
government. The history of the present Eing of Great Britain is a history
of repeated injuries and nsurpations, all having in direct objezt the estab-
lishment of an absolute tyranny over these states. To prove this, let
facts be snbmlitted to a candid world:

He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and necessary
for the public good. _ )

Ie has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his assent should be
obtained, and, when so suspended, he has iitterl¥ neglected to attend to
them, . )

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large
districts of peoble, unless those people would relinquish the right of
representation in the legislature--a right inestimable to them, and for-
midable to tyrants only.

He hags called together legislative bodles at places unugual, uncom-
fortable, and distant from the repository of their publle records, for the
gole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with hlz meaBures.
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' He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly for opposing, with
manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused, for a long time after such dissolutions, to cause others
to be elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation,
have returned to the people at large for thelr exercise; the state remain-
ing, in the meantime, exposed to all the dangers of invaslon from wlthout
and convulsions within,

He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states; for that

_purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of forelgners; refusing
to pass others to encourage thelr migration hither, and raising the condi-
tions of new appropriations of- lands.

He has obstructed the administration of justice by refusging his assent
to laws for establishing judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependeni on his will alone for the tenure of their
offices and the amount and payment of thelr salaries.

He has erected & multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of
officers to harass our people and eat out their substance. ’

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, without the
consent of our legislatures.

He has affected to render the military independent of, apd superior to,
the civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to-
our gonstitution and unacknowledged by our laws, giving hls assent to
their acts of pretended legislation—

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us;

For protecting them, by a mack trial, from punishment for any murders
which they should commit on the inhabitants of these states;

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world;

For imposing taxes on us without our congent;

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by Jury:

For trangporting us beyond seas, to be tried for pretended offenses;

For aboliching the free sysiem o¢f English laws in a neighboring
province; establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its
boundaries, so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for
introducing the same abgolute rule into these colonies;

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most veluable laws, and
altering fundamentally the forms of our governments;

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested
with power to legislate for ue in all cazes whatsoever.

He has abdicated government here by declaring us out of hiz protection
and waging war against us.

‘He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns. and
destroyed the lives of our people. ”

He is, at this time, transporting large srmies of foreign mercenaries to
complete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun, with
elreumstances of cruelty and perfidy searcely paralleled in,the most bar-
parous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civiiized nation.

He has constrained our fellow-g¢itizens, taken captive on the high seas,
to bear arms against their countiry, to become the executioners of their
friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored
to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless Indian savages,
whose known rule of warfare is an undistingulshed destruetion of all ages,
sexes ahd conditions. .

In every stage of ihese oppressions we have petitioned for redress, in
the most humble ierms; our repeated petitions have been answered only
by repested {njury. A prince whose character is thus marked by evei'y
act which may define a tyrant is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentlons to our PBritish brethren. We
have warned them, from time to time, of attempts, by their legislature, to
extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of
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the circumetances of our emigration and setilement here. We have ap-
_pealed to fthelr native justice and magnarimity; and we have conjured
them, by the ties of our common kindred, to disavow these usurpations,
which would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence,
They, too, have been deaf to the volce of justice and consanguinity. We
must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our separa-
tion, and hold them, a8 we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in
peace friends.

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in
general congress assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world
for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name and by the author-
ity of the good people of these colonles, solemnly publish and declare, that
these united colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent
states; that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British crown,
and that all political connection between them and the state of Great
Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved; and that, as free and inde-
dependent states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract
alllances, establish commerce, and do all other acts and things which inde-
dependent states may of right do. And for the support of this declara-
tion, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mut-
ually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor.

JOHN HANCOCEK.

New Hampshire.—Josiah Bartlett, Wm. Whipple, Matthew Thornton,

Massachusetts Bay.—Saml. Adameg, John Adams, Robt. Treat Palne, El-
bridge Gerry.

Rhode Island, &c.—Step. Hopkins, Willlam Ellery.

Connecticut.—Roger Sherman, Sam'el Huntington Wm. Williams, Oli-
ver Wolcott, )

New York.—Wm. Floyd, Phil. Livingston, Frans. Lewlis, Lewis Morris.

New Jersey.—Richd., Stockton, Jno. Witherspoon, Frans, Hopkinson,
John Hart, Abra. Clark,

Pennaylvahia.—Robt. Meorris, Benjamin Rush, PBenja. Franklin, John
Morton, Geo. Clymer, Jas. Smith, (feo. Taylor, James Wilson, Geo. Ross.

Delaware.—Caesar Rodney, Gee. Read, Tho. M'Kean,

Maryland.—Samuel Chase, Wm. FPaca, Thos, Stone, Charles Carroll of
Carrollton. '

Virginia.—George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, Th. Jefferson, Benja.
Harrigon, Thos. Nelzon, Jun.,, Francis Lightfoot Lee, Carter Braxton.

North Carolina.—Wm. Hooper, Joseph Hewes, John Penn.

South Carolina.—Edward Rutledge, Thoe. Heyward, Jun, Thomas
Lyneh, Jun., Arthur Middleton, ’

Georgia——Button Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, Georg’e Walton.
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'THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

[Recommended by the conventlon of the states to comgresy Sept. 11, 1787, and
by it submitted to the states for ratification, which, by the concurrence of
nine states, was consummated and proclaimed Sept 13, 1788.]

SUMMARY.

ARTICLES :
I. Legiglative Department,

II. Ezxecutlve Department.
III. Judicial Department.

IV. Rights and Obligations of the States.

¥. Mode of amending the Constitution,

VI, Obligation of Debts and of Treaties-—Oaths of Office.

VII. Ratification.
Amendments.

PREAMELR,
ARTICLE I--Legislative Depaﬂment
BECTIONS !

1. Legislative poOwWers, how
vested.

2. (1) House of Representatives,
how compoged — term —
electors,

(2) Qualificatlons of members.
(3) Apportionment—direct taxes
* —gensus — ratio—present
representation.
(4) Elections to fill vacancies.

{5) Election of Speaker and

other officers,
3. (1) Senate, how composed—
termn.
(2) Classaeys — vacancies, how
fllled.
(3) Qualifications of Senators.
{4) Vi