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DES MOINES -- Statement from Kayla Lyon, Iowa DNR Director:

I, as well as the DNR staff, am devastated for the families impacted by the tragic incident
at Maquoketa Caves State Park. Our long standing tradition of enjoying Iowa’s natural
wonders was shaken today, but the legacy for the millions of families that recreate at
Iowa State Parks will continue. This heartbreaking incident hits home for the DNR family;
not only as people who are passionate about getting folks outside, but as people who
regularly camp with our families at these same parks. 

We appreciate the collaborative work between local law enforcement, the Iowa
Department of Public Safety and the DNR State Parks staff and conservation officers on
this investigation.


