
Be safe out there! 

Wear a life jacket! 
They really do save lives. It won't work if you don't wear it. 

Don't boat under the influence 
For your safety, don't use alchohol or drugs on the water. 

Watch for hazards 
On rivers, hazards like dams, fences, snags, rocks, and bridge 
abuttments may be present. Dams and snags in particularcan be 
killers. Avoid them! 

Plan to get wet! 
You may capsize, so dress for the weather. When the water and/ 
or weather get cold, warm-when-wet clothing and a wetsuit are 
needed. 
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Snow-covered bluffs at the Whiterock 
Conservancy. 

Stay legal! 
Most land along these rivers is privately owned - these 
waters are navigable and open to the public, but you must 
respect private property. 

Littering is a crime- pack out everything you bring in. Report 
littering or dumping by calling 888-NOLITTR. 

Report environmental problems(fish kills, contaminants, etc.) 
to the Field Ofiice serving the county you are in: 

Polk/Dallas: (515) 725-0268 
Guthrie/Greene/Carroll: (712) 243-1934 
Calhoun/Sac: (712) 262-4177 

Resources 
See www.iowadnr.gov/watertrails/ for water trails informa
tion and our most recent listing of canoe/kayak liveries. 

River gages 
waterdata.usgs.gov or www.rivergages.com 

Federal regulations prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex or handicap. State law prohibits discrimination on the 
basis of race, color, creed, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, religion, national origin, or disability. If you believe yo have been discrimi
nated against in any program, activity or facility as described above, or if you desire further information, please write io tlie Iowa DNR, Wallace 
State Office Bui lding, 502 E. Ninth St. , Des Moines, Iowa, 50319. 
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The North 

Major fish species present: Channel catfish 
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The 
Middle 
Raccoon 
River is a 
spirited central 
Iowa river that 
straddles the edge 
of a past glacial 
advance. In the area 
near Coon Rapids, 
the river passes scenic 
sandstone bluffs within the 
Whiterock Conservancy, a land 
trust that is open to the public 
for recreation. Frequent boulders 
and riffles dot the streambed between 
Panora and Redfield, an area designated 
as a Protected Water Area. Downstream of 
Redfield, it passes a limestone bluff called Ha11ging 
Rock before it becomes known as the "South Raccoon," where the 
tary enters. Smallmouth bass fishing is popular h1 the Protec1ted4~ 
way to travel from Springbrook State Park to the Lenon Mill Dam 
and pools are good places to try your luck at an ing. 
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