
Help us Fight the Spread of Invasive Species!
Governor Kim Reynolds recently proclaimed June as Invasive Species Awareness
Month in Iowa.

Invasive species, like emerald ash borer, Asian longhorned beetle, spongy moth and
oriental bittersweet threaten Iowa’s ecosystem by competing with and destroying native
trees and disrupting the natural complex habitat system.

Iowa woodlands, wildlands and waterways draw hundreds of thousands of tourists and
recreational users each year. Much of the spread of Invasive species comes from people
simply enjoying nature. Uninvited guests can hitch a ride on outdoor gear, shoes and
clothes, travelling hundreds of miles in a single day.

Take these easy steps to stop the spread of invasive species in your community.

1. Verify that the plants you buy for your yard or garden are not invasive. Many non-
native plants can become invasive. The Forest Invasive Species Guide includes
quick ID photos and common management techniques to control 19 invasive trees,
shrubs and plants.

2. Look for spongy moth egg masses on all outdoor equipment when traveling from
a spongy moth quarantined area. 

3. Clean your boots before and after you hike in a new area to avoid spreading
seeds.  This is a common way garlic mustard and other plants are spread.

4. Do not buy or sell firewood from outside your county. Firewood can contain
emerald ash borer, Sirex woodwasp, Asian longhorned beetle, oak wilt and many
more pests. Plenty of firewood is available locally near state and county parks.
Make sure to burn all of the firewood at the campsite and not leave it or transport
to a new area.

5. Work with your Private Lands Forester for plans to make your forests more
resilient to invasive species.

 

https://nursery.iowadnr.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Forestry/Forest-Health/Invasive-Plants?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/pests-diseases/hungry-pests/the-threat/gypsy-moth-free/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://iowatreepests.com/gm_home.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iowadnr.gov/Conservation/Forestry/Forestry-Landowner-Assistance?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Get Artsy - Father’s Day Nature Card Ideas
Celebrate your dad or grandpa this Father’s Day with a homemade nature card. Take the
kids outside to collect fallen leaves, branches, acorns, rocks and whatever natural items
they can find to decorate their cards.

View the Father's Day Nature Cards for kids to make video for inspiration to get
started.

Find more fun activities to spend time in nature with your family this summer on
the Project Learning Tree webpage.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?t=6s&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=9lM_4A7uLS8
https://www.plt.org/news/4-ways-to-support-forests-with-family?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

