
Discover TREASURES of the Great River Road 
Iowa is proud to host 11 sites along the Great River Road 
Network of museums and interpretive centers that spans the 
entire length of the Mississippi River. You r state has the 
distinction of being home to more network sites than any of the 
other nine Mississippi River states. 

A National Scenic Byway Grant to The Mississippi River 
Parkway Commission has funded dazzling new signage and 
colorfu l brochures and maps for all 11 sites. As a stakeholder 
along the Great Riw~ r Roarl in Iowa, make it r1 roi nt to know 
about and promote this nationa l interpretive network, wh ich 
stretches from Minnesota to the Gul f of Mexico. Iowa's 
interpretive network partners are Effigy Mounds National 
Monument, Upper Mississippi River Fishery, National 
Mississippi River Museum and Aquarium, Mines of Spain/E.B. 
Lyons Interpretive Center, Mississippi Val ley Welcome Center, 
Putnam Museum of History and atural Science, Nahant Marsh 
Educational Center, Muscatine Pearl Button Museum, 
Toolesboro Indian Mounds, O ld Fort Madison and the Keokuk 
River Museum. 

Th e Grea t River Road links 7 7 interpretive centers and many other 
scenic, cultural and historical sites along the Mississippi River in 
Iowa. Th ese Great River Road travelers stop in Dubuque County 
to survey the beauty o f the Balltown valley. For information about 
how the Bat/town scenic overlook (not an interpretive center) was 
accomplished, contact Ma yor Herb Sigwarth at 405 Horseshoe 
Roa d, Balltown, Iowa 52073 . 
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to ld stakeholders meeting at regional sites along the Great 
River Road last spr ing about 2005 ationa l Scen ic Byway 
grants. 

Wayne Buchholtz, of the Mines of Spain, attended the 
spring stakeholder meeting in Dubuque 

For stakeholders who attended the meetings and have 
grants pl anned, cl ick to www.byways.org to find out w hen 
FY2005 appl ications become available. Then send ten 
copies of your completed appli cation to Patsy Ramacitti, 
Chair, Iowa Mississippi River Parkway Commission, 4674 
Kynnelworth Drive, Bettendorf, lA 52722. If you missed 
last spring's MRPC course on federal grant writi ng, think 
about applying next year. To get started, go to 
www.byways.org. Go to the bottom of the page and cli ck 
on: Byway Community. Next, cl ick on: Grants. Then on: 
Important Documents. There you wi ll f ind Guidance for FY 
2005 Grant Appli cations. Read th is information carefully to 
decide if your proj ect is eligible for Federa l Highway 
Administration funds. The Nationa l Scenic Byway 
Coordinator in Iowa is Troy Siefert, Iowa DOT Office of 
Systems Planning, 800 Lincoln W ay, Ames, Iowa 50010. 
Phone: 515-239-1369 or send email to: 
troy .s iefert@dot. iowa .gov. 
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REELING IN A REFRIGERATOR 

Angler Chad Pregracke has had a good day on the River if he's 
reeled in a few refrigerators, a couple rusty sedans, and three or 
four antiquated PCs. 

Chad Pregra cke of Living Lands and Water 

Yes, you read that correctly. Pregracke, founder of the 
nonprofit Living Lands and Waters (LLW), and his crew are 
anglers of a different sort. Thei r mission is to beautify and 
restore the nation's rivers. "Community Cleanups" are perhaps 
LLW's best-known program. 

Chad and his crew travel the Mississippi River to help 
coordinate local effo1is to remove junk and trash from the 
shores. LLW provides the transportation for both the volunteers 
and the co llected junk while the communi ty provides the 
vo lunteers. The photos accompanying this article were taken 
ri ght after LLW had ass isted Lansing in its riverbank cleanup day. 
"Adopt-a-Mississippi River Mile" is another LLW River program, 
w hich operates much li ke the wel l-known "Adopt a Highway" 
programs so common in many states. LLW is about more than 
just cleanup. 

Their "Riverbottom Forest Restoration Project" assists 
commun ity vo lunteers in decreasing the damage caused by 
years of clear-cut harvesting of oak and hickory trees along the 
Mississippi. Another important program offered by LLW is 
educational "B ig River" workshops, which can be organ ized for 
schools or for any interested citi zens. If you or you r organization 

is interested in Living Lands & Waters programs, logon to 
http://www.livinglandsandwaters.org or ca ll (309) 496-9848. 

Contributions to this not-for-profit organization can be sent to: 
Living Lands & Waters, 17615 Route 84 North, East Moline, IL 
61244. Thanks to former Allamakee County MRPC 
Commissioner Denise Strudthoff for sharing Chad's story and 
photos. 

The LLW barge displays the catch of the day. 

YOUR IOWA MRPC COMMISSION HONORED 

The National Mississippi River Parkway Commission named 
Iowa the State Commission of the Year at the organi zation's 
meeting in Tunica, Mississippi in August. Patsy Ramacitti, who 
accepted the honor on behalf of the commissioners from the ten 
river counties, chairs the Commission. 
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Keep Iowa Beautifu l is an Iowa Department of Transportation 
program to reduce litter and beautify Iowa communities. 
Projects for I itter removal and prevention, beautification, waste 
management, recycl ing, i llegal dumping abatement and public 
nuisance abatement may be eligible for funding next year. The 
deadli ne for applications is Dec. 31. 2004. Project forms for this 
program are available at 
http://www.dot.state.ia. us/forms/index.htm. Select fo rm 105005. 
Or, contact Kathy Ridnour, Iowa Department of Transportation, 
515-239-1713 w ith questions. 

Keep Iowa Beautiful funded blooming p lants along the Great 
River Road at the Iowa Department of Natural Resources Boat 
Ramp in Guttenberg. 

JOINING WITH FRIENDS ACROSS THE RIVER 

Iowa and W isconsin Great River Road Commiss ioners met 
September 28 to discuss the future of the Cassville Ferry. The 
ferry transports 40,000 visitors annually between Cassvi lle, 
Wise. and Turkey Ri ver Landing nea r Millville, Iowa. Flooding 
reduced their servi ce by 28 days this year. 

The boat also needs major engine and hull work. Th is year, the 
Cassvi lle Harbor Commiss ion estimates a $3 0,000 shortfall in 
needed revenues. Together w ith many ri ver advocates, Great 
River Road Commissioners have joined forces to help save the 

Cassvi lle Ferry . A recent benefit organi zed jointly by W isconsin 

and Iowa fri ends of the ferry raised nearl y $15,000. This w ill 
sustain operations for at least one more year of service. 

But Cassville Vi llage President Louie Oakie has stated that the 
ferry needs a permanent fix, possibl y legislati ve action to create 
a permanent revenue stream. 

In the meantime, stakeholders along the Great River Road are 
encou raged to do what they ca n to promote use and awareness 
of this unique visitor service. 

The ferry runs through October on Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. For more information, contact the 
Cassville Harbor Commission or Louie Okie at Vill age of 
Cassville, 608-725-5976 or email @ lou.okie@tds.net. 

'KNOW A TEACHER WHO LOVES THE RIVER? 

O ld Man River Project is a three-year program established to 
provide the best in professional development through the theme 
of discoveri ng and recording the ri ch history of Ameri can life up 
and down the Mississippi River. 

Teachers in grades 5-1 2 are leadi ng their students in the studies 
of history, social studies, geography, language arts, science, 
reading and special educa tion by exploring connections to the 
river. 

If you know an Iowa teacher w ho wou ld be interested in nine 
days of profess ional development annually and using 
technology, software, and materials to enhance their curri culum, 
contact Tri sh Meyer, Principal Des igner and Grant Coordinator 
at pmeyer@stclair.k1 2.il.us or call Trish at 61 8-397-8930, ext. 
142. ---Yo ... ....... n 5 .... .... .,u ....... o have an impact. No one 

is impressed with the won-lost record of a 

referee. 

John Holcomb 

TRAILS & TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT 

DOLLARS FOR YOUR COMMUNITY 

Stakeholders w ho attended regional meetings in May were 
also reminded of two programs to support trai ls and 
enhancement activ ities along the Great River Road. 
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The Federal Recreational Trails Program funds creati on or 
maintenance of motori zed and non-motori zed recreational 
trail s and trail -related projects . A minimum 20% loca l match 
is required. Since the dead I i ne is October 1, it is not too 
earl y to begin thinking about 2005. 

The Federal Transportation Enhancement Program is to 
enhance or preserve transportation related projects i ncl udi ng 
trails and bikew ays, historic and archaeo logica l, and scenic 
or environmental ameni t ies. Pub li c agencies and pri vate 
non-profit organi zations are eligib le to app ly. A 30% 
min imum loca l match is requ ired for this program, whi ch 
accepts applications O ctober 1 annuall y . Federal grants take 
time. Begin now ! 

AMERICA'S 
BYWAYS 

Iowa Great River Road/National Scenic Byway 
Iowa DOT- Office of Systems Planning 
800 Lincoln W ay 
Ames, lA 5001 0 

Examples of acti vities include safety and educational 
activiti es fo r pedestri an and bicycl ists, acquisition of sceni c 
easements and sceni c or histo ri c sites, landscap ing, histori c 
preservation, rehabi I itation of histori c transportation 
bu il d ings, preservation of abandoned rail corr idors, control 
and remova l of outdoor adverti sing, archeologica l pl anning, 
and transportation museums. For more information, contact: 
Nancy Anania, IDOT, at 515-239-1621. 

The Federal Highway Administration funds this 

newsletter. Send submissions and comments to editor at 

mjsmith®alpinecom.net 
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