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v~ . A. Abbo tt 

Backbone Nc- t ure Notes 
Iowa Conse rvc.tion Commis s ion 

. . . · · . .. ' -Cus tod-ien , 

E. B. Polderboer PAr \ : N0 turc:lis t 

Wednesdey , Jul y 1 2 - G: OO e . m., Bird !lT-:6 . drou1J will 
meet e t CPnteral Pic 1i c ArP. ? snd hi~~.P vvi l l · b e . t 2,ken 
to L1:1sont l3 r ,<:-nch. 

Fr·id" :.· , July 14 - 9 :00 !" . m. Pl"'11 t ;:-nd tree stuc1.:y hik e •. 
Tour will stAr t on Bac~bn ~e Rid~e ~ 

Su ndP;? , July ;_1.) - 9 : 0·)-11: 30 P. . rn .- N ;~ ture t our on Be,cl·:­
bone. l:0v-5:00 n . m.-N·-" tUrA t our:'. fr :> on C":lte :r: ;;o l 
Pic11ic Ar0a . . · ·· .·, _ 

1iiednesday , July 19 - 6:0() a . m. Bird Hi Jt(:: to Woodcocl: 
HPunt r. ; ~r•)UT'J ':rill IiJ"' (;t <>t '>'<'<>ttJrcre s ~ Spri n.c:s .- · ;_ 

Frid<:.:y , Jul y 21 - 9:00 ::: . m • . Tre ~"· s , he ~·b s and fern s ~ 

Group will meet r. t Fish H.stchery. 
Sund:-.1 , July 23 - 9 :0~ .s .m.- E~turA Tou:r _fr ; m R ich~:1ond 

S-;:r ia?.:s . 1:1 : )0 R. m.- Eac~rOone HB ture Tn11r . 
2·: · \ '"; p.m. and 3:00 p . rn .... N<=> to.re Tou:i· ;;' ' fr •)<:1 t h e · 
C en t ~ r ?l Picn ic A:r: ~e . 

,\'E'ili1'3 s d..;:::.r , .Julv ~6 - 7: 00 .o , m. ·-B-i rJ ~l;;l' :-2 _ fro r.11 i1·,· t chery 
to Pil0. e tP. d 'iioo "i-pec1(e r -fT Pu.D. t s "t th~- Mou t h of the 
S~rin£ Br~~ct . . . 

Thursd~y . Jlll.y 2_1 - 9:00 e.m.-:..Msptr.lls ls;, tracks s.J?-d 
insGcts. D~monstr~ tion on insect coll ect~n~ end 
ffiD Ull t i !18' • 

S c turd;::. y~ July 29 - 9:00 e. . m. Plant 9nd tree stu dy . 
Tour will b e conducted alonn.: bluffs cl:>ove 
Wetercress . Spring. 

rJote: Tne neturdirt service b free to the _public. 
Th is service i s m&.de pos s i b l e t n r •Ju;:h th.e co.Urtesy of 
the Conserve t i on Commiss ion . Those wili:J a re i tlteres ted 
in tc1:ein<; speci a l n -? t ure t ours f or scouts, c .!..ubs or 
o th ;~ r org8ni 7.2 t .onr. may f eel f r ee t o as:< for c. 
sreci el progre~ e t any t ime. . ,, .· \ : ... 
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Movin~ u ictur~ s end l ente rn slides on nature ~epics 

e r e~ svaiL:'Qle a t t he visul e educ c; ti<m depar.t rnen t at. Iowa 
St;::te College . Tne'se c ;o n be u s ed f o r nAture .. educ,;-.tion Rt 
t h e p Prk, nrovidinf" the 112 tura.lis t is notified t ·;:o( ?). 
W8r. ~.:: s i n edv&nc e of a. propos ed pictu.re p rogr""Ill . 

11 Ze!ce 11 

The moG t f ami1 i ,.,,, fi P.;ur e t o 811 the persons who 
visit t h e .Beckbon ·~ p~ rt is a ~entlem::-n with a c :->.ne ,s'nd 
b8d~e . H~ i s W. A. Abb6tt. t hA pe r~ custodi~1. 11 Zeke". ~~ . 
he is kno<-:rl to. most persons, d,ir<;3cts traffic ·8bout tne . •. 
pP.rk, s gys hP- llo to t he kids end mekes everyone · welc,.)mo .... 
to t he 1)es t e.nd old.es t s t & te P" rl~ in Io~ve.. 11 Zel{e u h:;s 
livecl lon.o: i n tnis viciui ty en:J. it was tt~ro ·~l.fb h i s ef(q~·ts 
Ptnd t h 8 8ffort s of e. few other f ::·r sighted 'me i1 , th~ t · tn~ ~ 

- l · l· l 

B:;c': bone wa.s made i n to t'ar fi rst Iov: a s t .s te pp r k . 
Tnous ~nds of persons .!3.re person9lly P. Cquaiu ted with 11 Z'ekP11 

His hornel~r philoso nhy 2 n ·:t sub tl e hu.r.:1or . mr-;ke i1 .im .. ffip !'lY, 

friends s nd it is often s<dd t 1·1 ~: t t he p:-rt( vn~.1ld n:Ot 
be the· Sl'lfne wi t l:nut his persons l i t y bein.?; pr~;: ~. en t .• · 

A Ra ccoon Vande l 
T..,:o st <> t e fore _leil from t h e C.C.C. cenrp brour,ht a. 

picnic lu.."lci: to th -. p Prk s tore shelter and lef.t . it qn 
a t a.bl ~ .;,hile t i1 PY strolled to a sce nic s r)ot in. t h e ' 
p;;r:U:. At dus~~ they returned to the she)_ ter. house int.f. nd-. . 
i ng t o h~ve an evenin;«; lunch . One of the men flas~1ed· a 
lL~h t u pon the picnic t ?.bl e BUd f ound th,t th e · lunc~ . . 
was gone. A moment 1/')ter th~ b a s l-:e t was fo •.lJld_. upon the 
floor ·.~.:nn its contents F..bsen t. 

A scrAtch ing s 0m1d attracted th e a ttentio n .' of one 
of the men \7h6 focused his li?:h t L1 thA dir~ction . of the .. 
sound. A. very l e r ge well fed. r ac coon was se~n makin,": 
his exit OUt the b:;oC 1•: Ylay. . 

Two ni r,h ts l a terenoth"' r p e rty , b?-vinP,: . eri ev~nin<S 
p icnic, heard c: garbag"' can t umble over. An invest i z -:o tiori 
revPs l nd 2not!1er l.? rge COOn ge.ttin~ B. me c>.l Of c ;:;ke 
CI'Ui!lOS. 



Mr. A.ooott now has F.! g:ood clu~ to the ide;ntity 
of the prankster who has "been upsetting his garl:l?.ge 
cans du ring the past mon t h. 

A Nov~l Wren House 
When Gurney MC1:<'! in hunf!: his shoes on the clothes 

line to dry. after they had been cleened of thei r mud 
coat. a mamma wre'n (lecided she would li\l::e to be the 
old woman with a hOI e in a sho e . She sp~n t t n e er1tire 
morninp- fill in.~ the shoe with sticks end other 
meterials~ Gurney decided t h d before she ha_d- so: inany 
children she woaldn 1 t ~1ow what to do. he would need 
the shoes. jo'l't the r-ren is V8i nly s t~ .?. rCl l i ng f.::>r e 
DEW home. Perhaps sk ' will choos e a shirt pocke t next 
time. 

OscAr 
Osc ~ r is the ncme of a king sn~~P- found alon~ e 

rock l edge on the north shore of the Bac~:tone Le'.:-:e. 
Before he was christAned Osc Ar he w~ s ~n o idina~i 
kin~ sn~~e trying ~ ' t ake off ~n old suit of clothes. 
Whil e in the ACto! tryin~ - to r emove h is sc pl ey s~it_ 

he was found by Mrs. Kennyon and her Menchester 
Girl ' Scout£: who wen on a n e ture hike in t h<:t t - region ... 
Contrary to the usurl rule, the girlg gAthered 
i.>bout the emb J'! t'I"8_SsPd kingsn8ke. When hP._ S 8W the 
group of ~rec~~~ors about him he c~lmly survAyed thP. 
Si tu~tion as best hr COUld thr c)U~h . the Dle.<?ry ~ye-skin 
th?t h A expected tci remove with the rest of his · sui~. 

The snake was ric ked up by the nP. tur~ll i!? t a_nd 
Pll of the ~ irls tm ched his ~s~ooth es gl8~~" skiri. 
He stuck hi~ ton,crue -out se•ieral tim~s ~ -n6t to b~ 
me en, but just to bt - -?bl e to s~nse what ·wAs t Akiiig - ' 
plece ~bout him. After he had be8n hPndled for- 1'! time 
he was t c:ken to the perk store a mil e away from 
where he was found. His next s bode was an empty 
c endy box with a yer·for e ted cove r. Since he wa s a · 
!dngsne~ce it was del ided the t h e should be n emed · 
kinr, Oscar I. 
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Two fl!:~ t stones were put in Oscr::r' s box to eid 
him in chenging his suit. On . t:he following morning 
Osc <=·r had modestly chc: nged his suit in the seclusion, , 
of his box end was spotting a shiny new polka-dot suit. 

Osca r will be kept for a few we eks to be shown · 
to persons interes ted in nAture study. A.fter he h<=>s 
be·"n ob.servecl he v: ill e.gain b e rel e;::sed in the pl a ce 
where he was found. This snP>l.{e is considered bene.fi.Cial 
because of h is h ?bit of killing and ea tink oth~r 
h Frmful s nakes, notably the r 2 ttle snaiu~ s. 

Io·Na 1 s Oldest Na tive F ine Tre e 
A giant p i ne stands on tne centeral picnic aree . 

in the Becl~bone p <> rk. Thousands of persons pass . under 
its bout;hs , no t co :1sci6us thp t t hey .s n · w.?lking U:nd€u: 
a symbol of th~ p2ss ing of centuri es . A whitP pine iii 
• t 1 f • t t ' P . ~ C: • " - ·· <'n P !'. . . r.l .. b"' t r ' ~ · ' 1 s se 1s no o o. c ::J ~ ... 1ae1 .. .. . __ •. unusu, , u. .. o , 

na tive whitA pine in this state is f ?r from . , rio~~on~ . , 
This ViM is a n ;= tive th!"t g rr:!'i'' from a see?- produced ; 
in th~ cone of en e ~ rlier Iowa pine. · 

The pine we s measured by Professor Guy Wils.on · 
and by compe rison '·.·ith ' othe r p i nes of like sizet . · 
growine i n similar situptions, it's ~t~ was sat at 
over 2?5 ye ~ rs . It mea~ures nin~ feet iri circumference 
end 12~ feet t all. ' 

It is surprising that such 8 tree still stPnds. 
Nea rly ell t h e orig inBl trees on the ri~er ~i A t and 
on the ridges in the pPrk were cut by pione~>.rs who · 
OWnR~ woodlots in t j e Prep befor ~ t he P "' I'k became st;te 
property. On the e atir~ river bottom onl y ti1is one · 
lone n a tive, born of the eighteenth century stili 
stands in de fi ,ncc of the storms end the f i; tes . of 
time. 
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Birds S1en in th~ Pe~c in June 

1. Phoebe 
2. Pewee · 

Crested Flyc0 tcher 
Eest~rn Kingbird 
Earn Sw& llow 
Tree .. Sw~llow 
Rou£;h t'li-nged SwP lli::m 
E enk S\, E" ll o-w 

9. Purpl" Hartin 
10. BluE-Grey ~n~tcet~her 
11. Whip-voor-TIUi-
1?. Ni,o.:ht H'<>wk 
13~ Oven Bird 
14! Robin 
15~ Wood Thrush 
1 6 ! Towhee 
17 ~ · Red Start 
18 .. Northe rn Y~llow Throat 
19~ Yello~ ! e rbler 
~ 0 . Red 'f<~yed V irco 
21. I nd i go Bunting 
:?2 ~ Vesue r s·ndrrow. 
~?,~ Son~ Snarrow 
?4~ Gold Finci1 · 
~5 ~ 
26. 
n~ 
:?8. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33· 
34. 
35· 
36. 

Chip}-Llr, .::>pa rrow 
~~ np;l ish Sperrow 
Rose-Bre~sted Grosbe ,<Jk · 
Dic1

' cissel 
Cerdine. l 
Bluebird 
Cow Bird 
Cnick.e dee 
Red-Win.t>;ed :B:l9ckbi rd ­
Bronzed Grackel 
Cptbi rd 
Browa Thre sher 

37· BluP. Jay 
33 .. Baltimore Oriole 
39· Crow 
4n. House \Vren 
ln. l)rai ri e Ho rrnd l:a r k 
42. Red He 10ded ·goo dpec~er 
4\ Downe? ':1oodpecker 
4( Hair -:i- 1.ioodpec>.:er 
45. Red-Bellied lfi ooclpec~cer 
46. Pile"" te cl, ·,~ ooP-pe cker 

· 1~7 .. :J'l icke r · . -· 
4g. White Bre~sted Nuth~ tch 
49. Killdeer 
50. 1foodcock 
51. Spotted S8ndniper 
52. Upbnd Plove r 
53. Kin~fisher 
54. Bl !!> c,-: Cro·med :ii e:h t He ro. 
55. Great Blue Heron 
56 . Green Heron 
57. Americ::m :Sit tern 
58. StArli nP,: 
59 . Easter~ MeadowlArk 
60. Bro~n Creeper 
61. Red Shoul :iered H!=l\Vk 
62. Red Tailed Rpw~ 
6;3. Coo-pe rs IL,wk 
64. Bald ~ae:le 
65. GrA~t Ho r ned Owl · 
66. 3"'rred Ovil 

· 6;. Screech Owl · 
- 6rf. }.Hg-r?nt Shril~e 

69. · J..\ oun 1i ng Dove 
70. Ruby-Tnro 9t Hummingb ird 
71. Bob ~hite ~usil 
72. liL1g-~~ecked Phf~asant 
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Is sued oy Extens i on Service 
of I ovra Sta te Co llege, 

Ame s, ! 0\·fa . 
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