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Baclzbone Nature Notes
Iows Conservation Commission
W. A. Abvott oy ‘Custodisn:

E. B. Polderboer o Pers Naturslist

Beckbone Nature Cslender

k1))

Wednesdsy, July 12 - 6:00 £ou., Bird Hiz~, Grouv will
meet =2t Centersl Picaic Arez 2znd hike will be telken
to Leziont Brzsnch, , P

Frides;, July 14 = 9:09 =.m. Pl=at =nd tree study hike.
Tour will start on Backbone Ridgs. ol

Sundry, July 16 = G:03=11:30 =2.m,- N:=ture tour on Bacl-
boune. Liou=5:00 n.m.=-H=ture toure from Cantersl
Picaic Area. ? :

YTednesdsy, July 19 - 6:00 a.m. BIP% H1“~ to Woodcock
Heunte; eroun will meast =2t Wetercress Sprines.

Prid=ay, July 21 - 9:00 z.m. Treers, he:bs and ferns.
Group will meet =t Fish Hstchery.

Sunds~, July 23 = 9:00 z.m.~ Noture Tour from Richmond
Suringe. 10:30 a.an.- Bactbone Hature Tour,
2:"" p.m. and 3:00 p.m.-N2ture Tours ‘from the
Centaral -*CWIC Ar~s ' 3

iedassdav, July °5 - 7.00 2., ~Bird Mi're from H=tchery

to Pilested Woodpeckar iTounts °t the Mouth of the .~
Soring Braach., i =

Thursdzy, July 27 - 9:00 =2.m.-Msm=ls, tracks snd
insects. Jamonstr,tlon on insect collectxng “and
mounti N

Seturdsy, July 29 - 9:00 2.m. Plont and tree study.
Tour will be conducted szlons bluffs zhove
Wetercress Spring.

Wote: The natur=lict service is free to the public.
This service is msde possible turoush the courteésy of
the Conservstion Commission. Those wno are interested
in tekins specizl nsture tours for scouts, clubs or
othrr orgznizzt .ons may feel free to ask for 2
sprecisl progrsn 2t any time,
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lioving nicturcs znd lanteran slides on nsture topics
sre svailzble at the visule educstion depertment st Iowa
=te Collegze. These czn be used for nature educstion =2t
the prrk, vrovidinge the n"tur"llet is notified two(?2)
weclzs in =dvence of a2 proposed picture progr=u.

"Zeka y )

The most femili-r fisurs to zll the persons who
visit the Besckbone nsrt is a gentlemsn with a czne =nd .
bedre. He is W. A. Abvott the periz custodisu. "Zeke", as.
he is known to most persons, directs treffic about the.
periz, szys hello to the kids snd me%es everyone welcome
to the best and oldest stzte nzrli in lows. "Zeke" has
lived lone in this vicinity snd it was tnrough.his efforts

and the efforts of 2 few other frr sighted men thst tne
Bac-bone wes made into the first Iowa state perk

Thousands of persons are personsally scquainted w1th "Zglkzet
His homely philosonny =ni subtle hunor uske him maoy
friends snd it is often s=id tie t tne perk would not . . .
be the same with»ut his person=lity beins present. "

/ ]
A Raccoon Vsndesl » .

Two st=te fore.ien from the C.C.C. camp brousht a
picnic lunci: to th~ park store shelter snd left it on |
2 table while tihey strolled to s sceaic snot in tha . .«
perk. At dus they returned to the shelter house intend-
ing to hsve an eveaning lunch. Cne of the men flashed a
light upon the picnic table 2znd found th=t the lunch
was gone. A moment later the basket was found upon the
floor with its contzats absent.

A scratching sound attracted the =sttention of one
of the men who focused his light ian the direction . of the.
sound. A very lsrge well fed raccoon was seen mzkinaz '
his exit out the bzc': way. :

Two nlgnts l=ter anoth~r party, bsving sn evenins
picnic, heard o ”81b8€‘ csn tumble over. An investis-tion
revesl~d anotner l=rge Coon gettine a2 me=l of cske
crunbs.
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Mr. Abbott now has 2 good clu=s %o the idontifv
of the prankster whe has been upsetting nlv g_rbpyp
cens durlng the past month.

‘A Novel Wren House

¥hen Gurney MCiain hung his shoes on the clothes
line to dry, =fter they had been clesned of their mud
cost, 2 mammz wren decided shes would li¥e to be the
0old woman with a hore in a shoe. She spent the entire
mornines filline the shoe with sticks znd other
meterisls. Gurney decided thst before she had so many
children she wouldn'’t know what to do, he would need
the shoes. Jow the vren is vsinly sesrching for e
new home, Perhaps sh» will choose 2 shirt pockat next
time.

Oscsr

Oscer is the neme of 2 kins snske found =lonz =2
rock ledgze on the north shore of the Bacl:tone Lske
Before he wss ciaristened Oscer he wag =2a oxdlnary
king sne%e trying tc teke off 2n old suit of clothes.
While in the act of tryins to remove his scaley suit
he was found by Mrs. Kennyon 2znd her Manchester
Girl Scouts who were on a nsture hike in that region..
Contrary to the usurl rule, the girls gathered
sbout the embarrassed kingsnske. When he saw the
group of cpeclavors zbout him he cslmly surveyed the
situstion as best he could through the blesry eye-skin
that he expected to remove with the rest of his- suit,

The snske was yicked up by the nesturslist 2nd
#11 of the girls toiched his "smooth as glass" skin.
He stuck his tonrsue out seversl tiges, not to be
meszn, but just to be =2ble to sense what was taking’
place zbout him. After he had Been hendled for = time
he was tzken to the park store 2 mile awsy from
wihere he was found. His next zbode was =n empty
cendy box with a perforsted cover. Since he was s
Zingsnzske it was decided tihest he should be nzmed
king Oscsr I,
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Two flat stones were put in Oscar's box to eid
him in chenging his suit. On the following morning
Osc=r had modestly chenged his suit in the seclusion,:
of his box z2nd was sporting a shiny new polka-dot suit.

Oscar will be kept for s few weeks to be shown
to persons interested in n=ature study. After he has’
be~n observed he will egsin be relessed in the plzce
where he was found. This snske 1is considered beneficisl
beczuse of his h=2bit of killing znd e=ting other
harmful siskes, notably the rattle snskes.

Iowza's Oldest Native Fine Tree _

A gieznt pine stznds on the ceaterzl picnic zres
in the Backbone psrkx. Thoussnds of persons vpsss under
its boughs, not coascidus th=t they sre walking under
a symbol of the psssing of centuries. A white pine 'in
its self is not to be ¢onsidered =s unusurl, but s
n=tive white vpine in this state is fer frgm;dommon;
This pine is =z n=tive thet srev from a seéed produced .
in the cone of en e=rlier Iows pine. ' ' s

The pine wes messured by Professor Guy Wilson
and by compsrison with other pines of like size, .
growinz in similar situstions, it's =ge was set at
over 225 yesrs. It mesSures nias feet in circumference
and 125 feet tall. .

It is surprising that such s tree still stends,
Hesrly =211 the orisinal trees on the river flat and
on the ridges in the psrk were cut by pioneers who’
owned woodlots in tine a2res befor~ the p=rk becsme stzte
proverty. On the eatire river bottom only this one’
lone native, bora of the eighteenth century still
stands in defisnce of the storms znd the fates of
time. '
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Birds Sten in
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the Paric in June

Phoebe

Pewee

Crested Flycstcher
Bestern Kingbird
Barn Swzllow

Tree Sw=llow

Rough Winged Swellow

- Bank Swellow

Purpl ~ ¥zrtin
Blue-Grsy Tmztcatcher

. Wnip-poor-will .

ficht Hawlk

, Oven Bird
. Robin

. ¥ood Thrush
Tovhee

_'Red Stsrt

iorthern Yellow Throat

. Yellow Warbler
. Red ¥yed Virco

Iadigo Bunting
Vesver Suwsrrow

. Sons Sparrow
. Gold FTiach

. Chippri.g oparrow
English Sparrow
Rose-Breasted Grosbeav
Dic'zcissel '
Cardinel

Bluebird

Cow Bird

Chickzdee

Red-#inged Blackbird:
Bronzed Grackel
Cztbird

Browa Taresshner
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57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
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Blue Jzy

Baltimore Oriole

Crow

House Wren

Prezirie Horn=4 Lark
Red Hezded Voodpecrer
Dowanry Woodpecker
Heir y Woodpeciter
Red-Bellied Woodpecker
Pileated Woodpecizer
Flicker .

White Bressted Nutn,tcn
Killdeer

Woodcock

Spotted Sandviver
Upland Plover
Kinzfisher

Bl=acz Crovmed light Foro
Great Blue Heron

Green Heron ,
Americsn Bittern
Starling

Wegtern Meadowlsark
Brown Creeper

Red Shouldered Hsawk
Red Tsiled Hswlz
Coopers llawlk

64, Bald #asle’

63.
66.
67.
68.
69.
10,
i
72.

Gre=t Horned Owl
Bzrred Owl =
Screech Owl

Migrsnt Shrile
¥ourning Dove
Ruby-Taro=t Hummingbird
Bob Tnite queil
Ring=-decked FPheasant
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