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lX)J;.LIVEf, NEMORIAL·. STATE ?ARK · 
. ·.- 'NATURE NOTES . 

Vol. III •. July 14, 1940 · No. 2 

This bulletin is prepared by the naturalist for the 
information of the guests of the Dolliver Memorial State 
Park ip. order ~hat the recreati9,nal and .. education_a:j.. oppor
tuni t1,es . of an unspoiled primi:t;tve area .inay b·e !IlO·re fully 
appreciated, utiHz-ed. ~'nd, proteo:ted. lt. is issui.3d. by the 
State Conservation Commission with the cooperation of the 
Recreational Department of the Work Projects Administra
tion and the Io·-ra State College Extension Service. 

David Da.'llon State Park Naturalist 

What to Do and Soc in the Park 

See the interesting ex..l-J.ibi t at the Trailside !·!useum 
(bu~letin board).; npn:r tbe dam. 

Take a walk over t}lC Self-guiding Nature Tr[til. Here 
you will find tho plantsand.treos labeled for 'you. 

The Copperas · Beds ~rest of the :Butternut Grove Picnic 
Area are ahrays interesting, 

· Go \o~ith the Uaturalist on one of the scheduled Nature 
Tours over a cool, ·. shady trail. This is a leisurely tour 
and there is ro 11mountnin climbing. 11 ' 

: Ask_ t.ho • l7at~a.li_st .to .help you iofith your problems. 
He can ,·save· you much ·time arJ.d energy. 

' ******** 

NATURE TOURS 

SUN:UAY NATURE ·TOURS at 10:00 A.M., 1:00 & ··3:00: P.H. 
EAP.:WJ .... B!RD '\vALK o.t 7:00 A.M • . every Saturday,. , ' 

(Special Tours at other times upon request. Ask the 
Naturalist). 

Tho scheduled Sunday Nature Tours and the Early-Bird 
i'ialks will start from the dam~ 
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Tlle Pa r a sit i c i'lasps 

Hcwc you over sc o:.1 n lo:1e:; , s l ende r -bodi ed i :.1so ct fl;y
i ng t llr ough t he v.roods ,_,Ji th what c.ppcar ed. to b e l ong strings 
::>.. tt .:cchcd t o t ho end of tho body? If you hav e had t h i s cx
pcri or;.co ;y- o'..l p robabl y lVO ndcr e d ~~rho.t k i nd o:f nn insect it 
HD..s nnd. 1.·rhcti10r L1e 11 strings 11 1t:ero pc.rt of t~w i n s ect. 

Thi s L1soct i s one of tlle l arge r member s of c. gr oup of 
vm sps fro quc "1tl~r r oforrod to ns p1:1.r a si t ic h'a sps nnd. t:1o 
11 s trings 11 <:cr o R part of tbe eg,~-laying n.ppnr a t us of tho 
f emale 1.·ms :p . T~·,is 11 lo:::1.;-to..i l edn 1:1asp i s a vvl1.12.ble insect 
in our u ood.s as vrill be seen from a brief descrip tioa of 
its habits. 

It i s ve r y intere s tl n~~ to ob:::erv e the manner in 1t1hich 
thi _s vrasp l ays l1er eggs . As soon as she a ligh t s on a tree 
tru.11k he r 2.11 ten.nae or 11 f ee l e r s 11 beg i ::1. to '!rav e up a nd do1.·m 
~1 s she l·re,L <s ove r the b c:"rk a s though lo :;k i ng for soli:e thi ng . 
Ji,ina ll;y she s t op s at a · poin t 1:1hich she judges to b e ov e r a 
burro\·' of e:. t r e e . b::> ~ 0r n.n d e l ev8. til1;; her lor:g 11 t 2.il 11 or 
ovipositor i n a loop over he r b a ck with i ts tip on t he 
b 8.r k of tlle tree sl1o p r o ceeds with gr ea t sk ill to drill a 
tiny l: ole in t o t he t r ee c.-.s i s illust r nted. on the cover of 
L l iS ooolcl Gt . \'lhsn the bor Gr I s burrow is r eached she 
depos it s o.n c :;g i n it. T~.1 c tiny maggot which hatc}1es 
from tho egg c1·oops a long the burrO\·! until it r e.:cc hes lts 
victim a nd. t hen f a stens i ts clf to tho borer vhich it ve r y 
slo·.-tly destr oys by sucking its blood. 

When the maggot i s ful l - gro,.-m it cha'lgcs to the pupa 
st<:cgc M el. l 2.t cr emGr ges as a_-r1 n.dult wgsp and is soon l ayi ng 
mo r e c sgs i n the burro·.-rs of other destructive bo r ers . 

One i nsect de s troys the eggs , l a rvae , pupa or adult s 
of [mo t h er a::.1d may in turn b e destroyed by a third i nsect 
aml so on . Tl1us c nn t i nu es t ho struggl e f or exi s t ence in 
tho ':lorld of i nsect s . But i s t h is str~gle f or exi stence 
limited t o i n s ect s ? 
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Do Y0u K:DO\-r t hc . Touch-:-iv!o- N0 t ? 

Yo'.l ha ve s ccl1 t h i s phnt ma ny time s n.nd perhaps 
r e f e rr ed t o it c.s 11 jc:_s t aEothc r \1Coc11 or Jrou may knovT 
it by a no t :1e r one of it s : numer ous nru:to s such as J m-:oi-
1t!Sed , S;-:o.p- dr agor .. , · E,".r-drop, iri.:)o.. t her-cock , Snn.p- vm cd , 

/1;~11·<---....... f ... ,\.'J..~· -.,, Kicki nf;-colt, etc . 
j:_;'>~l ',\ '\\ ; .·.;I , .. -:-:~ ll'-- '/ Let 1 s spcnc, n. mi nut e 

.. ~<.·.· . ~r' · · .. \ "7 examining t h i s p l1:1.;1 t 
~J~ which bcgm1 t o b l ossom 

C..:tt~ ). i\ \ ~~~ · a bout t ho first of July 
'f
/..----( .· .. ~----\.-. ___ .~ . ,~.·' \ \\1 \ .• ...,.. -~ · thi s summer. To fir.d 

~J --~ r-- \i t ho Touc~l-mO-EO t '-:JO J:JUS t 
~~-"'- ·1\ · ~> so to ooist ( no t ~1 c ces-

..._ -. ,,:.-v '\ J / r • ·- l -, ~------::>--- sar_ ily IJ!Ot) loc~>. ti">Y}s . 
U....,_/ ·--. . --· ___ ,, 

··' '\\\'-.. ~ \ · ~\ In the park l•rc fr equen tly 
· -...-- -~.:.- \'\\-'\, \ _ \ '\\'K~. f4 n l 4 t l o·, t'1 - r o"rl -" -//"'>~ \ ' • \'- ' ... C. ... 2. '-·~: , .. <J "· ['.-!1u. 

· ~p ~1 \ ~-\~\ .:.. .> tra ils, s ono.tiElOS i r: fo.irl; 
w l a rgo · pn.tche s . 

You .should,.-·11 t h:ave difficulty in r oc ognizL1g it f o r i 
is tha t ·pa l e gr e •. en juicy or vmtory-lookinc; pl.:~n t •:rit~l a 
h ciilow s tem. Tl1c leaves have long s't cr.1s (petio l es ), sone 
of vthich are r od . The leaf n<:trE;ins m ·c uc..~··.r.y ~:.!10. the 'loin : 
a r c q_u i to co !~sp_icuous. 

ThG floc·rers nrc ycllc':' vli th da rk r e d0.i s h spots. T'Dcy 
arc Bo r e or · loss toll- sho.po cl -ct i th a hookod spur c~ t t ho 
closed end , and s:.'.spended by n long , sl ondor stem 1.·rh ich i : 
n.t t ached to tho Gi::le of tho ·bell. 

T}_.,_e nos t curi ous rurt of the p l an t ~ s tho seed po d 
wl: ich expl odes uhon rip e o.;.1d s cn ttcrs t ho s eed. If you 
t m..1.c~1 one of t ho pods you nn.y bo sm~prisod to f i nd it 

. exp l o dip g i n y our fi nrers. Tho eX:plodi ng of t ho .poC:Ls 
v!l:cn t ouched has g iver, t h i s :plo..nt sone of t bo co7:1r::on nm:w: 
n enti oned above . 
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Almo s t c7 ery ry;:w i s D. bir d_-lovor t o s ome ex t o:1t. 
Pe r haps wo cion 1 t r uali zo h ov: much \-ro like b i rd~J , but 
di d J'OU ov e r s t op t o think ;·rha t t h i s ol rl l;Jorld would 
be lik e i f ~o had no b irds ? 

It i s E0 t difficult t o -oicturo n g l oomy vJOrld 
1r1hich 1tJOul d l'OS,ll t if He vJer e suddm: l y· deprive d of 
t he c ol or s a nd so:1gs of those f eo. tho.r od c r oatur os . 
And f r 0m t h e DCOCl0ni c s t .:1:1dpo i n t vm c0n oa l y guess 
h o'.'' cli fi"i cul t l"TOUlo. b o our lif e .i f i t \Je r e jJo t f or 
t he he l p of our b irds . 

******* 
1'/io s t o f .rYD..r b irds sccrn tc be -ve ry 8.:9r~r c. e i n. ti :rc 

of a ny lit t l e holp 1:1 0 ca n gi ve t horn . Ono vrh o has !lOt 
f e d bircl s i n t h o 1:rL :t c r , pu t up bird hou~os and so t 
out a p&'1 o f vra t e r f or a b ird ba th ( esp c cL cl ly i n ho t 
Heather) may no t b oliovo ·t h i s s t a tomm t .. ,, '• '--_i ..-'· t c· 

It i s s o easv and cos t s so .1it t l~ ,~~\, ,~1/1~ ,:)~ J_.,, 
t o p r ove i t to y~ ;_1.rse lf. . C: -1'< ~~~ .i·· ·~!,->h. ~J: 

" ~- \\ h , r.l.-. !6.~ 
~~ \'\·, ·~i ; -. \ :~:::_,, 

.A s i mpl o ·o i rd -b.s. tl.: . 
Pe..!l of ':ra t or on n 

stump . 

t']' -4. . \ . ,// \- · "' ~ v .. 
- <: .: 0•' 

I 

I 
\
i 

\· I . i 
---L!.,_.!i::.\..J_._j____ 

~ur.~mi !lgl? i r cl f 2od.i ng 
s t ~. tiori . 

G1s:. s s t ube vrra~Jpoc'l_ \·ri t h r ed 
pa.p or , fi l l cd u:i, th Sl.Jg a r 
wa t e r 8.nd _t i e d t o sh r ub . 
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1·.Tho Sc:i d 113 l u c f.iond.:~.y ? n 

I\L-:.n~r o f 1..1s C·.r o J.. Il the l1?.b i t of t;: ).l1ki ~!.g o f IJI C>ndr\~I 

a s o. d;_,y o f l ittle j ·')J'- -- ev er ;,r thing L;:Oes Hror:g or NO 

h r:tve t c do tho.t t o.sk vq di Cl'1 1 t do l r1.st Satu.rdo.y . At 
best t.'o do n:J t cons idol~ I·:Io:lC:.c:.y ~s et do.~r of p ic11i c s . 

RcsarcU oss o f ho\·r 1:!0 far o on r·.·!oEdays it s eems 
tho. t '- lli' litt l e \'Ji L Uifc f:;_•i onds i n the par k l c)o2;: 
fo n ic.rd t0 I·Ioe1dt' .. y as o. day of p i cnics . On o il cc~ but 
t ·:; v i s i t tho p i cni c c..r cns on Ho::1d~W mor n i nc; to l on.r n 
thc.. t th·:.; k.blcs o.ro s till i n u s o . 

S q_ui rre2-s , c~: ipmurJ<:s , cov!bir ds , r obir:s , catbirds , 
\vr er1s , bro ~·m th1·as~1er s , sparro>·rs and many o t l:e r s -
y e s , e v en the crovs and 1·ro o dchucks are a l l busy p ick
i ng up p ieces of s a n dvJiches Md meat s craps . rio 
11 Blue l'·londay n he r e •.• 

fo r t he birds aY)Jl s quirre l s , a f eH fo l ks f org et thc.t 
these e.ni mal s cannot eat paper and t i n cans . 

h'hy Eot g e t your club t oge the r f o r a n Ea rly - b i r cl 
Wal k in the par k ? 

The t i me ? Saturd2y i::>. t 7:00 .;i . H. or ma k e e. d ;:.. t e 
\·Ji t h t he N2.tura l :Et f o r any o the r morn i ng . 

The Se r v i ce is FrEe . 

******* 
? i ve to t en s e c tions of p r a iri e l a nd are necossury 

to ho l d t;1c :?ra iri c CLi cko:1 i n a ny l o c n li "ty . 



J une 20. 

June 24. 

Juno 25. 

Juno 27 . 

June 29. 

J u l y 3· 

)f ~ -rc7 :~ --~-~~- -:-:-) 
I ~ 1 J -' -' 0 G -:-: ) j 
~----~c--:-------~c:r--... 

One of t ho Web s t e r County 4-H Gi rls • Club 
v i s i ted the par k t oday . Mr. Leaverton, 
Cons e r vation Offi cer and Mi ss Es ther Everett , 
Homo Demonstr a tion Agent, a ccompani ed t h o 
g irl s . \•lo hn d an onj oyo..ble Nature Tour. 
Found a n Indigo Bunti ng's nes t i n Boneya r d 
Hollo;·r . It ~ms only 11 inches fr om tho 
gr ound nnd contninod 3 young . 
Di scove r e d a Blue Jey l 'li th a broken right 
1:1ing . Aft e r determining hi s a ilment we r o
lonscd hi~ . Old ~rne No..turc exc e l s u s humans 
i n the ca r e of wild creatures . This i sn 't 
sur pri s i ng Hhen we consider ho\-T much mor e 
pr~ctico she h a s ~~d. 
The :n. Dodge n tcA b oys who ha ve boon occupy
i ng tho camp t-Jcnt on f our Nature Tours 1.v-i t h 
the Ho..tura li s t this \'leek,. Mr. SoG l ey t s boys 
shov:cd gr eat intcrGst in the t ours . It was 
a p l cas1.tro to \'rork -....ri. th them. 
Vi s ite d the Indigo B~~ting 1 s nes t agai n , but 
i t vras empty . J udging from the actions of 
the pa rent birds t hei r babi es ~us t have b oon 
nearby . 

The Na t urali s t had tho p l easure of t aki ng 
!•1r . and Hr s . Ted Fay of I ovm Ci t y on a Na t ure 
Tour thi s rnor niag. Tho Fays h c:-..ve been our 
next-door -nei ghbo r s fo r tho pa s t fovr deys e.nd 
a r c r eal lovers of Nature a nd t ho out-of-doors . 
Th o Pocahont as Cow1t y 4-H girls , under t he 
dire c tion of Mi ss Geneviev e Col ga n , Home 
Demonstra ti on Agent , he ld a 3-day Conser vo.ti on 
Ca mp a t t he pa rk. Much inter est i n Conse rva
t i on i·ras s hot-m on t he Nature Tours and E2.rly
bird Wal k , Guy Ramsey , Ex t ens i on For e s t e r , 
conduc ted treo s t udy hikes ru1d s howed s ome 
ve r y i n t er e s t i ng co l or pho t ogr aphs of I o~ta ~·rild 
fl ovre r s . 
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