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DOLnIVEF MEMORIAL-. STATE PARK’
" WATURE WOTES j

Vol. III g o ol B MO o No. 2

This bulletin is prepared by the Naturalist for the
inform tion of the guests of the Dolliver Memorial State
Park in order that the recreational and educational oppor-
tunlties of an unspeiled prlmiuive area may be more fully
apnr601ated utilized and protected. Tt is issued by the
State Conservation Commission with the cooperation of the
Recreational Department of the Work Projects Administra~
tion and the Iowva State College Extension Service.

David Damon State Fark Naturalist

Yhat to Do and Sce in the Park

‘See the intercsting exhibit at the Trailside Muscum
(bulletin board).near the dam.

Take a walk over the Self—guldlng ‘Hature Trail. Here
yow will find thec plants and trees labeled for you.

The Copperas Beds west of the Butternut Grove Picnic
Area are always interesting,

Go with the Npturalist on one of the Suloduled Hature
Tours over a cool,:shady trail. This is a 101surely tour
and there is ro "mountsin climbing.!

Ask the liaturalist . to help you with your problema.

He can -save you much time and energys
. ********

NATURE TOURS

SUNDAY NATURE TOURS at 10:00 AeM., 1:00 & 3:00 P.M,

EARLY~BIRD WAIK at 7:00 A.M. every Saturday. . °
(Special Tours at other times upon request. sk the
Naturalist). :

The scheduled Sunday Nature Tours and the Early—Bird
Walks will start from thc dame 2
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sitic Wasps

The Para

Have you cver secn a long, slender-bodied inscet fly-

ing through the woods with what cppcared to be long strings
attached tn the end of the body? If you have had this ex-
pericnce you probably wondered what kind of an insect it
vas a

and vhetiicr the "strings!" were part of the insccte.
is insect is one of the larger members of o group of
iasps frequontly referrcd to as parasitic wasps ond the
"strwrvs" arc & part of the egg-laying apparatus of the
female wasp. This "loxng-tailed® wasp is a valuable insect
in our woods as will be seen from a brief description of
its habits.

It is very interesting to cbserve the manner in which
nis wasp lays her eggs. As soon as she alights on a tree
runk her antepnae or "feelers" begil sre up and down

as she walks over the bark as though locking feor something
"inally she stops at a point which she judges to be over a
burrow of a treeAsa er and elevating her long "tail®

%o n a loop over her back witn its tip on tnu
tree she procceds with great skill to drill a
to the trce as is illustrated on the cover of

=

tiny hol

tiiis booklet. When the borer's burrow is reached she
deposits on > it. The tiny maggot which hatches
from the egg creeps along the burrow until it reaches s

victim and then fastens itself to the borer which it very
slowly destroys by sucking its bloode.

When the maggot is full-grown it changes to the pupa
stage and later emerges as an adult wasp and is soon laying
more “653 in the burrows of other destructive borers.

One insect destroys the eggs, larvac, pupa or adults
of another and may in turn be destroyed by a third insect
and so one Thus continues the struggle for existence in
the world of in*ectb. But is this struggle for cxistence
limited to insects?
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Do You Know the. Touch-Me-Nnt?

You have scen this plant many times and perhaps
referred to it as "just another wecd! or you may know
it by another one of its numcrous names such as Jewcl-
ap-dragon, Ear-drop, Weather-cock, Snap-wecd,
¢ ' Kicking-colt, etc.

Let's spend a minute
examining this plant
which began to blossom
about the first of July
this summer. To find
tire Touchi-me-not we must
zo to moist (not neces-
sarily wet) locatinons,

In the park we frequently
find it along the road and
tralls, sowmobines in falrl:
large patches.

You shouldn't have difficulty in recognigzi:
is that pale grgen julcy or watery-looking plont with a
hollow stem. The leaves have long stems {petioles), sone
of which are red. The leaf nargins ave wavwy and the vein
are quite conspicuous. '

The flowers are ycllcw with dark reddish spots. They
arc more or less bell-shaped with a hooked spur ot the
clogsed end, and suspended by a long, slender stem which i
attached to the side cf the “bell,

~ The nost curious part of the plant is the sced pod
which explodes whon ripe and scatters the seeds If you
toucix one of the pods you nay be surprised to find it
exploding in your fingers., The exploding of the pods
when touched has giver this plant some of . the common name:
nentioned above. '
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Are YOL.A ird-Lover?

Almost everyone is a bird-lover to some extent.
Perhaps we doa't rcalize how much we like birdg, bub
did you cver stop to think what this old woerld would
be like if we had no birds?

It is not difficult to picture a gloomy world
which would result if we were suddenly deprived of
the colors and songs of these feathecred creaturcs.
And from the cconomic standpoint we. can ,J]y guess
how difficult would be our life if it were not for
the help of our birds.

3k ok ok kok ok

Most of our birds scem tc be very appreciative
of any 1little help we can give thems. One who has not
fed birds in the winter, put up bird houses and sot
out a pan of water for a bird bath (espeeizlly in hot
weather) may “ot believe ‘this utatommt.\xx» ki

It is so easy and costs so. 11tclgx,§
to prove it to yourse lf. &

A simple bird bath. ~ Hummingbird fecding
Pan of water on a ©  gtation.
stumpe. Glass tube wrapped with red

paper, filled with sugar

water and tied to shirube

N4 bird in the bush is worth two in the hand."
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Yho Said "Blue HMonday?®"

the hebit of thinking of Monday
as iy 3 -- cverything goes wrong or we
have to do ti k didn't do last Saturdoy. At
best we do nzt consider Moncoy os a day of picnics.

ess of how we fare on Mondays it snnms
itile wilﬂlifO'*“i““d“ in the park lao

that our 4

forward to lMonday as a day of picnicse Onc has out
to vigit the picnic areas on Mondoy morning to learn
that the tobles are still in use.

Sguirrels, chipmurnks, cowbirds, robins, catbirds,
wrens, brown thrashers, sparrows and many others --—
ves, even the crows and woodchucks are all busy pick-
ing up pleces of sandwiches and meat scraps. o
"Blue Monday!" here. -

o)

While many people purposely leave bits of bread
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for the birds and squirrels, a few folks forget that
these enimals cannot eat paper and tin cans.

Why not zet your club together for an Zarly-bird
Walk in the park?

The time? Saturdey at 7:00 A.M. or make z dnte
with the Naturalst for any other morning.
The Service is Free
3% >k kK 3k ok kK
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ive to ¢ sec ns of prairie land are necessary
to hold the Prairic Cticken in any locality.



June 20.

June 24,

June 2

N
.

June 27.

June 29

July 3.

visited the park todays Mr. Leaverton,
Conservation Officer and Miss Esther Everctt,
Homec Demonstration Agent, accompanied the
girls. We had an enjoyable Naturc Tour,
Found an Indigo Bunting's nest in Bonecyard
Hollow. It was only 11 inches from the
ground and containecd 3 young.

Discovered a Bluec Jay with a broken right
wing, After determining his ailment we re-
leased him. 014 DereNature cxcels us humans
in the care of wild crecaturcse This isn't
surprising when we consider how much more
practice she has had.

The Ft. Dodge YMCA boys who have been occupy=—
ing the camp went on four Nature Tours with
the Haturalist this wecks. Mr. Secleyls boys
showed great interest in the tours. It was
a pleasure to work with them.

Visitcd the Indigo Bunting's nest again, but
it was empty. Judging from the actions of
the parent birds their babies must have been
nearby.

The Naturalist had the pleasure of taking
Mr, and Mrs. Ted Fay of Iowa C4ity on a Nature
Tour this morning. The Fays have been our
next-door-neighbors for thc past few days and
are rcal lovers of Naturc and the out-cf~doorse
The Pocahontas County L4~H girls, under the
direction of Miss Genevieve Colgan, Home
Demonstration Agent, held a 3-day Conservation
Camp at the park. Much interest in Conserva-
tion was shown on the Nature Tours and Early-—
bird Walk. Guy Ramsey, Extonsion Forester,
conducted treec study hikes and showed some
vory interesting color photographs of Igwa wild
flowers.






