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HISTORY OF MCGREGOR AREA 

Note :- S~ many ask about the history of the region whi ch 
compri s e s t he McGregor Area State Park and its en
virons t hat this i , · o ~ ... h m-k Nature Notes rs 

_ _....,!!&\/ devoted e.W.,ir.ely to the chronologica l list i ng of 
event s of t h i s r egi on . 

Prehi s t ori c Time s 
The i mmediate ancestors of t he Indians who were 

found in t h i s region when the Whi te Men f irst arrived , 
1.orere 1LTJ.cloub~ e:Uy resp ons i ble f or the build.ing of the 
mounds whi ch form such an i mpor tant inter es t i n t hi s a r ea . 
Hundreds of mounds a r e f ound in northeast ern I owa. Mo r e 
at t enti on will be given to t hem la::r~ 

Indian History 
The region ::J.CW known as the McGregor Area v;as on.g~n

ally i~~abi t ed by a group of Sioux who came into nort h
eastern I owa . Later it became 'lolinnebago territory, and 
still later a small scattering of Sacs and Foxes from the 
?rairie-du-Chien r egion were found here . Prairie-du
Chien was recognized as neutral t er=it ory to a certain 
extent, and t o it came many people for treati es , for 
trading with the early Whites, and for inter-tribal gath
erings of a mo r e· soc i a l nature . 

When the first Whites came into t he Prairie- du-
Chien r egion, t hey found a t what is now the city of 
Prairie-du-Chien, an Indian chief by the name of A1im. 
He was chief of the Fox village a t tha t point . Alim 
meant Big Dog, and so, t o the early Frenchmen , thi s be
came the plain of the Dog , or, in their l angc:age, Pra irie 
- du-Ch i en. I t was natural that with the es tabli shment of 
a Whit e se ttl ement at t his point, the name should have 

- persisted. 

White and Indian History of Historic Times 
June 17, 1673, Fa ther Marquette and Loui s Joliet 

came down the Wiscons i n river and became the first White 
Men t o s ee the Mis s is s ippi at t he juncti on of t he 
'\'li s cons i n rd. th t he Mis s i ssippi . 



.- 2-
That n i ght t hey r::ado t heir scrppe r on I owa soil , bu t 
they went ·:Jack i nto t he ir canoe s t o s leep . '\iii th theo 
v.rere f ive Ind i an canoenen . 

Earch 12 , 1680 , Fe~t he r Louis E:ennep i :1 , a Frnr.ci s ca.'1 
fr i a r, and two othe r Frenchi.Jen , r..enbors of LaSa lle ' s 
party , l e f t the n outh of the Illinois and paddled. up 
t he l~ i ssissipp i. Or;. the 12th of Ap ril tt.e~r we r e co.p
tured by the Si o"LlX, s omewhere between Dubuque and 
Pra irie- d.u-Ch i er;. . The f 0llmvi ng July t hey wer e r escu ed 
by Sieur de Luth and f i ve ot!.ler French exp lor e r s on the 
"L~p:IJe r r i ver·. 

I n 1682 t l:.e Cl~e7cl i er de Le.So,Eo st .:>,t od t :!:lc.t he h2.d 
COT,1f1611Ced t he establ i shnent Of a for t at t he junction 
cf t h e Mi ssissippi and t he Wisc on s in river s . 

I n 1685 tri cholas P errot e ::.·e ct e r:_ For t St . Nichc l e>..s 
a t the po int des i gnated by La Sa lle. The fort was u sed. 
a s a st c• r ['.ge :hou se f or f ur s . 

I n 1 763 , by t he tr eaty 0f Va~s~illo s , this for t be
cane t he p 1·operty of the Crown of England . 

Ce.p ta.ir;. JoLnc,than Ca nrer o: C,"J n:c:ecti c"L:t !:l.r rived a t 
t he fort aacl fo'..lncl h ere a t ;.;Wil of ) CO I:~cl.l.c.:.1 f ::ts Eies 
i n 17 66 . '!fthi t es hacl s e ttl ect h e r e as early as 1755 · 

:;: r;. 17 69, the l and. w~1 ich :at e r b (; ca.r.~ e I ov:::t W3.S trans
fer r ed fr on tr.e French to t he Sj:;an i sil gove rnn en t . 

L1 1773 , Peter P ':mcl , a fur trac'.e r, a rrived a t t :!:.e 
si t e cf P:::airi e-..''..u - Ch i cl . 

March , 1780 , Fort St. Ni cholas was ·onrnecl , prob
abl y ~y t he .British . 

i n 1781, Ju:.ge , Antaya anC', Bas il Gia r c', -Dcus:t.t l c.r1d 
at t :1e Prai rie a 11cl settled t 11ere . La t Pr , Gi ard secur.ed 
a gra:1t of l ?.nd in the Spani sh t e r r i t Dr ;;c a cros s t l:.e 
river anel se ttled · t here . The v illage of Gia r c3.. per
petunt es ::~is n<:U::Jr-> , He was b 'J.ri ed. on Jul~r 4 , 1Sl7 i n 
St . Gabriels ' paris~ . Prairie du Chien . 

I n 1753 Julien Dubuque a rrived at Prairi e du Chien. 
He traded 1tlith t ::.e I ndi ans a t the villc_ge an::l her e , on 
Sept . 22 , 1783 , he drew up a c ontra ct t c s ecur e pos
sess i on of t he lead n i nes sixty n ile s · s o~th of he r e . 
The c ontract ':Jas i n French and was made v i th the five 
v ill ages . Dubuque >·ras kno ;,Jn a s Li t tle Cloud . 

l r35 i s t he c'cat e g i ven f or the es t abl i slmc·nt of 
t he Whit e settleoent ?;:nove: n.s P r a irie em Ch i en . 



Early in Ju l y , l Sl4, Fort Shelby was cap t ured ·oy· 
the Bri tisl1 . 

July 20 I un4 ' For t Shel oy \'!D.S surrsn(.ereJ b;;r tl:e 
Briti sh t o t ~:e Uni t oC. St .?.b~ ri> . This fort was U te first 
Uni ted Stat es arr.w post i r. \'iisco:1.s i ::-. . .At the c:!.ose of 
tte war t he fo rt was burned. 

On July 3, 1 316, General Thor::as So i th of t he UnHed 
States ArDy established an o.r n y j_JOSt on the s i t e of 
Fort She lby ancl the cons tructi on of a new fort to 'b e 
l:nmm c::.s Fcrt Craufor :l wa s cet:clil • 

r Augus t 7, 1320 , Henry Schoolcraft, e:;:_p lorer aad 
I nd i an agent, visited Prairie c"tu Ch].en . Then h e went 
da---m the river .and s t opp ed. a t tLe Fox village of Chi ef 
Aquoqua , a t the s it e of Dubuqu.e 1 s house . Sc:no olcr aft 1 s 
fine not e s on Indi an hi s t o r~r a~1d lore are inve.lnable t o
day. 

IV!ay 23 , 1823 , the Virgini a , t he first steam-boat to 
come up t he ~!,ississ ipp i river of t his r egi on , a rrived 
at Pra irie c!.u Chi en . 

A1:~ust 19 , l S25, a grand connc:i.l was :b.eld a t Fort 
Crav·::or cl. T1,:!2ties ":.rc r e s i t~nc c.~ D:t Si o1.u, ?axes , Sacs , 
Chi-pp ewe.s , V:innebagoos , Me;:ominees , I owas , Ot tc::.v1as c;nd 

·:tott£v:rnt ornies . Schoolcraft t oll s of this gathe r:i.n.g . 
J. 0 . I;e ·~-;i s , lndit .. \n u.r t is t pc:tir!.ted th-3 cour ... ci J. s c cr.~.e . 

Leok11.k , Docor ah , ivabasha , i'fnite Cloud, Red \'ling and mcmy 
othe r f .2ffiC1lS Inc.i 2cns of th·:1-t pe r i od :·re r e t::'~t thr; cGuncil . 
All plcd.god. pec:~ce. The c.ouncil c os t t he T]ni t ed Sta t es 
government Slo , 4oo . 

b. t he sp rii:.g of 1826 ::9'ort Cr :1vdord c:xpe r i cr..ced a 
gr oat flo od and \-Jas vaca t ed . ':'his same yea r , by ;,;rdGr 
from i'l:::.shingtoL , t he garr ison v1as r emoved to Fort Snell
ing a~1d. Fort Crawford 1-:as c:;.bar.donod . ~[\·;<J i-'lirmobngo 
pr i s onors wer e tClk: en \vi th tho troops . 

I n 1826 cG.me Her cul e s Dou.sman as confid.ent i ~l agent 
for J r.Jhn J c.c ::.;b Astor . He SU)Crcodod R-:J l e tte .::1s :;:,artnor 
of As t or . Lnter, he marri ed Rol e tt e ' s widow . 
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I n t h e spring of 1827 t he r e occurre d t he massacre of 
t h e Me t hocl e f amily on Yellow Ri v e r . Th e \IHnnebagoes ha d 
h em·c1 t hat t he p r is ·:) J:.. 82:' S t ::J.~- e::c ncrth by t he ga r r i so:r. ha d 
t een put to dea.t~1 . At a counc il, Red Bi r d , f or mer fri end 
of the se t tl e r s , was appo i nt ed t o g o ou t &'1d r evenge t h e 
supposed. doa tt of t he t wo p r i sone r s . Red Bird , ( Wa n- n i g
so ot sh-kaw) , wi t h Cr.ick- h on- s ic a nd Wee - Xaw , se t ou t . 
J une 26 , 1327 , t hey kill ed. G:J..n i er and h i s se rving man and 
s calpo c~ G:-,nie r 1 s i nf a n t d.a·~.1ghter . To save h i s trille 
fr om t he consequenc e of h i s a ct, Red Bird. with h i s com
p a n i ons su rrenC'.Ol' e cl t c; }-1o.. j or Vv'1"i s tl .::, r a t F,:;, r t Cr awf or d . 

Ea rly i n Sep t . 1827, Col. Thoma s 1 . McKenney of t _he 
U. S . a r my a nd. Sup t . of I ndi an trao.c de s c cmdod t h e l--1iss
i s s i lJP i -..Ji t h a part;{ of so l d i e r s i n a cano o . They r oach
ed Dubu qu e a nd v i s it ed Dubuque ' s grave . 

Fob . 1 6 , 1828 , Rod Bird. d i ed i n :pri son at Fort Qrm;
f or d . Pa r d.o n ha d b eon .g r ant ed :1i m by ?re s i dent Achms , but 
h e di ed bef or e t he wor d of the p a r don r eache d h i m. 

Au[;u st 19 , 1829 Zac:Lar y Ta;ylo::.·, lat e r p r os :U' .. ont .of 
the uni-G oc'c Sta t e s ' b GCD.i'fiO Comi!IZ.l:l.cla n t ::tt Fo:t· t Cr nwf9r li . 
He r omai nod i n thi s p os it i on until 1837 · 

I n 1829 wor l;:: ·,.;a s b ee_:;u.,-: on t h e ile\v Fort Cr .:J.,dor d. unde r 
l'ia j or St eph en 'ttl. Kear ney . T:he n et·r f ort wa s a mil.o s outh 
of the ol d p os ition . 

J ·J.ly 29 , 1S29 saw a n I :-1c~ ian 'l'r oat r Co:J.i: cil a t Pra i r i e 
du Ch i en . The Ch i pp ewa s anc'!. ot her tribes me t a t Fort 
Cro.wfo r c1_ . On Au:;u s t J.st , 1329, a sec ond Treaty Cou.'1c il 
wn s h el d. with t lw Win nabagocs a t t 1:w s&;;e p lac e . :By 
these treat i e s t he g ovor ooeYtt a cquirecL 3 , 000 , 000 a c r es 
of f e rtile c ou n t ry . . 

Dc conb er 6, 1629 , t o April 9 , 1331 , Dr . \l'ill i a.::1 
Beaumont, p os t sur ge r; n a t Fort Crmrf or d , c onr,u c t ed ex
p e!'iDel1ts on d i g :Js ti on wi t h Al ex i s St. ?-1:J.rtin , who h C'.d 
been wou nded by gun shot and a h ol e t or Yt i n t he \val l of 
h i s stona ch . Al Gxi s St . Ma rtin lived until 1330 . 
i'lilliruJ. B'.:: a"J.Dont di ed i n St . Loui s , i n 1853· These ox
p eriDent s f or med t he ba si s of our knowl edg e of d i g e s t i on . 
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July 15, 1330 saw t he naking of a treaty at Fort 

Crawf or d between the Sacs and Foxes and other tribes . 
Again the Indi ans signed away t errit or y . 

In 1832 a treaty was s i g nec1_ in 1-fhich t he e; overn
ncn t agr eed t o erect buil c: ing s f e r a school with sarclen 
and fiel d a ttach ed, f or boardi ng and. lodging Winnebago 
chilclren t o be taught t ::J read , writ e , and 11 fi gure 11 • 

Agriculture , garden ing , car :..~ ir:,.g , sp inning , weavinr; and. 
sewing were also t o be tau~ht. The c ost of t he school 
was n ot to cxccecl $3,000 . The goverr...r.wnt wanted t o 
establ i sh the s chool on tl1e e<.1s t s i cLe of t ha river . 
General Stree t ob j ected. . It nus t be aww fr o::1 fire
water and fur traders who were unscrupulous i n t heir 
dealing s with t he Indi ans . On April 12, 1 83_3 , Street 
was authorized t o s e lect a location wes t of t he Mi-ss
issipp i, Greet builc:Ung s and enploy t\vc; teachers . He 
\'ranted stone build ins s• The war cl_epartnent at Washii'lb
t on w!.\ntocl l og buil c~ inGs, "b1J. t Gene:-al S"::rr~e t fi nally 
vJon and the old. !.fiss i on, (Presbyterian), school and 
post t-rere built . 

Au.;ust 2 , 1 332, Bl.!\ck Hawk a.:-:.c'. his forc es 1tr e r e de
feat eel a t the battle of BacL Axe, Wisconsin, thus ending 
t he Black Ha1vk War. 

August 27 , 133 2 , Black Ha1·1k was b r o1,_,.:_;:1t c: e~ ore Gen . 
J oseph lvi . Stree t, \Vinneba£0 Agent. Black Hawk has been 
betra yed ~)y t'rJO U.'lscrupulous i'linnebagoes , One-Eyed 
Decori anc: t he Ch.:;nter . 

General Winfield Scott, sent t o Prairie du Chi en by 
Prcside r:.t AnC'.rew J ackson t o SUJ!erintenc_ the ca:J~aicn 
against. Bla ck Ha~rk , f oun-.l the trouJle lJ r a ctica:;_ly over 
whcr.. he r eached Fort Crawford. 

August 23 1 1332 1 Black Hawk , o. l') ri sone r of ivar 1 v.ras 
]! l aced i n charg e of Lieutenant J effers on Davis of Fort 
Cr awf or d . The Li eut enant and his prisoner started at 
once f or St. Louis. 

The Wi1mebago Indi an Mi ss i o!l was one and one-half 
r1ilos east of the v illo.ge of I cn on Yoll o~.,r River . In th 
f a ll of 1B33 t he c ontra ct f or stone building s f or t he · 
school and pos t was l ot. The f a r o in connection with th 
Mi ss i on was op ened i n 1B35 · J oseph M. Stree t of Kentuc~ 
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forrJe rly 'Vli nnobago ag<m t a t Pr ai r ie cLu Ch i en, vra.s p laced 
i n cho.r g e of t he ne v< loca ti on . I n 1334 , \L'1cl.e:r Co L Tayler 1 s 
supG r vis i on , the cons t n :ction of t ne iv'i nnebae:;o School was 

· conpl eted . 
I n Ncvon bcr, l 83h , t her e ~aG a nassa cre of Wicncbnc0es 

by the Sioux a.nLl Foxes on an i s l a nd near Fort Cra.v;f ord . 
I n t ho sp ring of 1335 , Dcwi d I:owr ey b01..1ght oxen , cows 

ancl h or s es i r. So:1t;a:1on Cour1t y , Il l inoi s , a :nd they >..-er e 
driven t o tr"e Yellow Ri ve r !•f i ss i on t o open t he f a r o . 
They ~ver e i n ch:wge of Rev . J ohn Ber r;y . 

K1r l y in ::i8 j 5 Gene::.·a l St r e e t \va s orG.ered t o t ho Snc 
and ] 'ox Tradiw; Post a t Agency, I owa. 

I n Ma~T , 1335 , a treat y be t ween t he WirL"lebagoes , Si oux 
a nd Foxes vras s i gned a t P r a i::: i e du Chi er: . 

J'.lly 4 , 183 5, t he ifnit e 81-ran a rrivec1 a t Pra i rie -du 
Ch i en . The r e v! :J.s a ga ;:l party anCl. a patri otic oall t hat 
n i ght a t Fort Crawf or d . La t e r, the s arie evening , Knoxi e 
Ta;rl0 r , cb ugh t e r of Za char :· Taylor, an:~ Jeff er s on Davi s 
l e f t on t he boa t and wer e ;.,1arr iec: as so .:m as t hey r eached 
Gal ena. 

1836 - sm.,r the es t abli shncnt of the f irs t f e rry a cros s 
t he Mi s si ss i pp i a t · t h i s p l ace . Al exander l•kGregor wa s 
t~e f er r y owner . 

I n l 33 G a c ow1cil V!as !J.e l ,Ol_ bo tweer~ tho Sa c s an(', Foxes 
and Gover no r Dodge of t he Wi s con s i n Terr i t o ry ~ Al l of 
Keo)cuk 1 s r e s e r ve Has cec:ed. ·t o t he United St a t es by the 
te1·r-.s of th i s t r eat y . Tf.e ccu."lc i l was ho le: OE the bunks 
of t he ivi i ss i ss i pp i above Davenpor t Emcl was t he l a r g e s t 
as s 8c.blage ev er ·held by t he Sa cs a.:x1 Foxe s f or t he sale 
cf l ::J.r.ds . 13y ·0hc t or ns c. f t h i s t:cea t y t he Sa cs a.nd. Foxe s 
were r:wved t o ano t he r r eser vati on on t he Des iv! o i r:.e s rive r 
:1oa:::- Ag;e r,.cy Ci t:r , I o1:.'a . 

In 1837 t he scho ol a t Ol e!. l>i i ss i on was opened . Father 
Lo ~tr:r;;r was t he principal t ee.cher . There we r e 40 \H nneoago 
chiJ.cLr en . 

I n 183 7 Mi chael Bri sbo i s, a p r on i nent c itizen of P r~iri e 
du Chi en , clied . lie was buri ect on the b r ow of a bld ' f oa s t 
of the t own , a s he had r equ es t ed , so t hat he mi ght l ook 
down in deat h upon t he gr ave of a bu s i ness adve r sar y i n 
t he valley , 
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ln 1837 Geor ge Ca tli n vi s ited Prairie du Chi en , 

t hen came across t o P i ke ' s Peak , painting a p i ctur e 
of it. Catlin 1 s p i ct ures of In,ii ans of t hat day are 
famous. They a r e t o be seen a t t he National Museum 
today in Washi ngton, D.C. 

July 4th , 1838 , I owa Territory was created. 
In 1842 a print shop was bui lt in Pr a irie du 

Chien to . which, . later John ?,1ui r came , serving as 
printer's appr entice. 

In 1843 Hercules Dousman buil t hi s home on t h e 
si t e of Fort Shelby. This Mw1s i on i s op0n to t he 
public and is one of t he real show pla ces of t he 
Middle ltlest. 

Tiecember 28, 1846, Iowa became a state. 
In 1848 the i'linnebago Tribe was r emoved t o 

northwestern Minnesota. 
In 1872 Villa Louis, home of Hercules Dou sman , 

~~~rebuilt. 
In May 1880 , a delegation of Sioux on their way 

t o Washington, D.C., stopped a t Prairie du Chi en and 
were banquetted a t the Dousman Hot el. Spott ed Tail 
dnC.. Red Cloud i<Jere among t he gr oup. 

Ending No te 
Even t s of very une~ual i mp ortance are her e g iven, 

but in t he rich traditions of t h i s a r ea , t he na:nes and 
evE:'..nts her -e given have a.ll soo:ned il.'Iportant. RomaL.ce 
and drama write in a thousand s tories the inter esting 
history of northeastern I o>·ra . 

:rThe I owa State Conservation Commis s i on , and t he Works 
Progress Adninistration - Divi s i on of Recr eat :.on , in 
cooper a ti oa with the I owa Sta te College , present t his 
circula r f or t he infor mati on of the guest s of Pike's 
Peak Sta t e Park. 

"It is prepared for your information i n order tha t t he 
recreati onal and educa tiona l opportunities of an un
spo iled p rimitive ar ea may b e more fully appr eciated, 
ut ilized , o.nd prot ect ed . IT 
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