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:?: g’%%%gg 'g‘.'g*: Dolliver Memcrial State Park is one of Towa's .
: %Eagﬁ:% &g Vol. II June 29, 1S40 No. 1 finest parks. One is impressed Dy the suc‘.fr';‘en

ﬁgﬁg‘g' ;;% change of scenery =2s he enters t‘% ‘;ﬂl‘k.- :,ne I‘Oi‘@-

.?g&%%; E_g This bulletin is prepared by the Naturalist takes the visitor fron the? level farmn ladllie?ﬂg? &

2 %&"g‘g_’g %E‘ for the information of the guests of the Dolliver winding hill %9 gle iel%zléilvcia‘i?‘;z;t ‘;f sl
gEESEm %ﬂi Memorial State Park in qrder that the recreational the D?suﬂo}nos ~1at£; h}vhvgz{lé il i g
°:§59“ 8g ané educaticnal opportunities of an unspoiled prim- and hickory ?O‘I’?f;:éw Ur;r}i*%i;?;o 1n Bhe welley.

Eé 838 o5& itive area may be more full appreciated, utilized Pittormut and Lindon redostts K ecingbine mani-

;sgg.g_ ES : and protected. It is issued by the State Conserva~- A few daring trees cilng : >

gizis g ] tion Commission with the cooperation of the Reccrea- stone cliffs. e i A Wi BESTIGS

sggiiﬁ" E tional Department of the Work Projects Administra- The canopy of vﬁd‘vr9“~ - T et Ak
Afdel tion and the Iowa State College Externsion Service. conling shade for the popular plcnicC areas.

ﬁ‘s%%ﬁ 4 : soven nmiles of foot trails lead to the many in-

David Damon State Park Naturalist

teresting narts of the park. Thp tn@ 9verlo?ks
attract those who wish a bird's cye view of the
v below .
Valle%u: one.whcsc interest dces not extend beysnd
the physical improvements in the vark is ?iss}ng
the iany special features which ﬁh? parkﬁaaf to
-re is the unspoilcd home of the
nd ferns, flowers and trees of central
Iewe. These plants provide frod and shelter for
the many odirds and animals that live here all year .
and for‘the birds that visit us each summer or {
those that rmerely érop in to s&y "he}lo" on tF01r
way un north and again on their way back souti.

What to Do and See in the Park

Take a leisurely hike on one of the many
trails before you put on the feed bag. You will
enjoy the meal nore.

Go on one of the scheduled Nature Tours with
the Naturalist. This service is provided by the
Conservation Commission and is free to you.

Visit the Copperas Beds where many interesting
formations will be found,

See the colorful cliff swallows as they sail
about the Copperas Beds.

Visit the Pike MNirsery; here you will see | Yes, the Indians and the Buffal_o,§r3 fa}mous
the small fish and the yellow spatter -dock with |  in Boneyard Hollow, have d-’isajpear‘cd with F:.e‘. )
its large, shiny, oval, floating leaves or pads. ! advance of the white man, A few other large animals

i e are also cone, but the park possesses most of the
NATURE TOURS

3 ~+s  bird rd snalle
orizinal species of native plants, Diras and snaller
= T g’ “otate natiir: and 1o ar—

animals. Those who appreciate nasurc ant uncor

SUNDAY NATURE TOURS a8t 10300 AMe; 1:00, & 3:00 P.M,
EARLY-BIRD WalX at 7:00 A.M. every Saturday.
(Special Tours for other times upon request.)

stand her language will find this an idea
ramble through the woods. HMany O Ourl’ 9ilas Wt
be found rearing their families; tne little cnlp-

munk may be seen scampering forz-_—h,is home under a
¥ C Awelrowme) jﬁ'! g

The schéduled Sunday Nature Tours and the Early-

: \to cur ! g /%3»f~4
bird Walks will start from the dam. [_\}'&27" Park J -5 1% £ \».,\‘ e
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tree or rock and countless.flowers will nod their
welcome to you while others are so shy that only a
keen eye can find them,

Perhaps you prefer to find for yourself the bird
which has that peculiar song; perhaps you prefer'to
seek for yourself the beautiful little Goldeye-grass
or the Hepatica. Such a spirit is to be admired and
should be encouraged, but most of us welcome assis-
tance, that is, we want to know right now what this
or that plant is, how to tell the red elm from the
white elm, and what is the name of the bird that
seems to say "teacher, teacher". '

The State Conservation Commission provides you =
with free Naturalist -Service ir order that ycu nay
have such questiors answered and thus increase your
enjoyment and use of the park. The Naturalist is
here to help you to gain a better understanding of .
plants, animals, birds, rocks, etc. in the park., Ac-
company him on one of the three schedulszsd Sunday Na-
ture Tours.over a cool, shady trail. Or get a group
of friends together and arrange to have the Natural-
ist take 'you on a special tour to any wvart of the
park you wish, Wev, day tours can alsay Dbe arranged
in qdvance. .

The Naturalist is here

tc make your v1<1t mere
interestlng.
don't use himn,

It is your loss if you C}fﬁ
The Yellow Woodsorrel -

3k 3K K 3k 3k ok K Ok Rk
Who hasn't seen the yellow wood-
sorrel? < Or perhans you know it byfyihﬂ// \\\
another name such as sheep sorrel

or sour grass. It is the plant w1ﬁh \*»

a small yellow flower and leaves thab. w e >
resemble” those of clover. This “lant ls 'Q\ ,)"s“\‘
very particular as to whers it ]1ves f5 ' ‘ 7 s )
we mav find it in fields, thicket N ods.

If you have only scen the small “1an§s 8f 8 %r EQ’
inchesg, you may be surp rlsed to ov L7 Jin eSpecially
favorable localities the woodsor a"ﬂ'-. -ulFe ight”
of feet. The vondsorren.seurs\%r,rea;*v at igs
flower is not particularly showy ahd txies tQpovercome

?hi§ gisagvantabe by putting f¢th\@1osso mp -Oyjer a long
pericd. Thus we may find it flowering frofn Mgy to Oct.

_ The woodsorrel is characterized by its sour watery
Juice, due to the presence of oxalic acid and from which
it takes its Latln name "Oxalis",

et
Did you know the leaves of most species of Oxalis
Mgleep® at night and furing cloudy weather? Unless
the sun is shinning the clover-like leaflets hang
down against the -stem of the leaf in a resting posi-
tion. The seeds are borne in a oapsule -like fruit
which, when ripe, bursts open suddenly and throws the

seeds a considerable dlstance. The familiar purnle-
flowe{ed woodsorrel is a close relative of the yellow
sorre

3K 3K K K R R 3K K K K Ok K R K R K K K KK
Have you noticed the brown
lace-1like leaves on some of tve

tur oaks? A small species »f
worn fed uson these leaves and

31eft only the .veins or skeleton
of the leaves, A youing lady
“from India whe attended the
Christian Church camp here
t0ld us that the Chinese ar-
tificially skeletonnize leaves
ané paint pietures on.tre
delicate lace.

fiar . Kk AR KRR KRR .

i~ 'CATBIRD - OR BROWN THRASHER ?

/" Both »f these birds nest in the park -and both
belong to the vocklngblrd family, Thbv nos% ess t—
ceptional vocal ability and are wule to 1@1tmte at
least portions of the songs of many birds. Some—-
times .aninal calls are alsc ziven., The tws birds .
look nothing alike and no one shoulc have difficulty
in dist;ngulshing tke plain gray catkird from the
larger, reddish brown, svhttea—breastpa brown thrash-
er. - But many visitors ask if it is possible to gell
the 'songs 'of ‘the two birds apart. . ) ; ‘

Yes, this is quite easily done. The brown thrash-
er w1ll repeat -many of his syllables once and then
Dause a moment before ziving his next double out-
%urst Lilke some oratere, he 'seems tn emphasize many
parts: of his speech by rereating them and then paus-
ing a moment s6-that it will WsPal 1r' The catbird
on.the-other hand,"ta l”s" faster with ' no definite
pauses or renetitions and he can't‘nclp making a
"cattv“ renark from time to time.,

These are twn of our most valuable birds and
everycne should become acquainted with them.
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SWALLOW -TAIL

The Swallow-tails

The swallow-tails are butterflies that have
a tail-like projection on their hind wings resembl-
ing the forked tail of a barn swallow,

- Perhaps we take our dbutterflies 0o mach for
¢ranted. OCan you imagine living in a world that
had none of these bits of animated colsr? Our
birds brighten the tree tops with flashes of many
brilliant colors, but it is the job of the dutter-
flies to provide color flashes below the trees.

Three species of swailow-talls have been seen
in the park. The largest is the Giant Swallow-tail
with- 2 wing expanse of from 4 tc 5 inches. It is
black with a yellow band extending across the wings
from the body to the tip of the front wing and
cnother rellow band across the hind wings.

The Tiger Swallow-tail is smaller than the
Giant Swallow-tail and is mostly yellow with some -
black markings. The third swallow-tail is dark
blue shading into black and about the same size as

the Tiger Swallow-tail. This is probably the Pipe-

vine Swallow-tail, but.as yet we have not had an
opportunity to examine this species closely.

T 3 T

June 16.

We arrived in the park this afternoon,
unloaded the "jallopy" and moved into
our new summer hnme.

While exploring the nature trails this
morning the Naturalist found a Wood
Pewee's ncst saddled to a 1limb about 9
fcet above the trail, This afternmon a
group of 25 cammers observed the lichen-
covered nest and the brave Mrs. Peewee as
she sat on her nest.

The pair of Phoebes that have a nest under
the saves of our cabin spent much time
under the eaves of the adjacent vacant
cabin, Thought they were planning to
build a new home, but later we were
pleased to see that they were back at

the nest,

The Wbster City Boy Scouts who are
camping in the park this week had a bird
identificatior contest with bird cardis.
Competition was by tents. Fr. McMurray,
Scoutmaster, and his assistants also took
part. A great deal of interest was shown
and some surprisingly good scores were
made,

Mr, Jores, State Naturalist, spent the
day in the park. A Wood Thrush nest was
found with 2 large young birds and 3 cow-
bird eggs. The cowbird must have waited
too long tn lay her eggs.

Heard sounds like young btirds in a nest.
Finally discovered a hole in a dead 1limd
of an elm from which came the sounds., In
a few minutes a Hairy Woodpecker flew o
the hole with his beak full of worns.
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3888, -+ . TOLIIVER MEMORIAL STATE PARK . . | e
, 88 s T : ~"NATURE NOTES % e Parasitic Wasps
et M ’ 5a T i ¥
x 8 %gg’f ¥ .
it %E,,g%f Vol, ITI . July 14, 1945 : o Have you cvor scen a long, slender-bodied inscct fly-
w"ége,g- - i B s s ~—ing through the woods with what appeared to be long strings
£ == is bull i ™ i : 4 - he e - 3 he hi 0
,sf§&8Sﬁ | e etin 1is prepared by the Naturalist for o attached to the ?n§ of the body? 1If you hﬁve n%d this ex-
gcrEE? | mtlon of the guests of the Dolliver Memorial Sta §vericnce you probably wondered what kind of an insect it
'gi:§§¥ Park in °£§9?Athat the recreational and educational opp oS 204 vhethcr thae "strings" were part of the insccte.
ggﬁﬁ: tuniti?ﬁ;@f‘an,unspoiled primitive area.ﬁay‘be more fﬁ§ This inscct is one of the larger members of = group of
§zr§§‘ appreciated, utilized and proteéted,f If?isziSSdédqb 4} vasps frequently referrcd to as parasitic wasps and the
%%E&E‘ State Conservation Commission with the CBOPeration'og gg"strings" aro 2 part of the egg-laying apparatus of the
<585 Hecreational Department of the Work Projocts @t e fonnle wasp. This Mlong-tailsdl wasp is a valuable insect
o~ BRI o~ . -~ . . ~
Egg;j tion and the Towa State College Extension Service, in our woods as will be seen from a brief description of
(=) . ..
g g : 'its habits.
Es88 David Damon State Fark haturall It is very interesting to observe the manner in which
—— this wasp lays her eggs. As soon as she alights on a tree

‘ i . § as she walks over the bark as though locking for something.
See the interesting exhibit at the Trailside Musc ! Finally she stops at a point which she judges to be over a
J (bu;letin b°a¥d)gnear'the dam, £ ‘ SOWI § wrrow of = tree borer ~nd elevating her long "tail! or
J ??ke a walk over the'Selfuguiding,Nature Trail, Hep OVipositor ia a loop over her back with its tip on the
| you will find the plants and ‘trees labeled for ;ou, Y vark of the tree she vroceeds with great skill to drill a
{ AreéTgiecgfﬁzggsiBeds Weét‘df the Butternut Grove éicni* tiny ?ol? int ﬁ?? tffe a8 is'il}ustrnt?d onrthe cover of
‘ : nteresting, A tais vooklet. Vhen the borer's burrow is reached she
Go with the Naturalist on one of the Séheduled Wat 4

trunk her antemmae or "feelers! begin to wave up and dowm

What to Do and Sce in'the Park'

8 deposits on egg in it. The tiny maggot which hatches
L 1 . . k3
Tou?s over a cool, shady trails, This is a leisurely to;;:rom the egg creeps along the burrow until it reaches s
and-ihﬁre is ro "mountain climbing,* ‘ ~ ® victim and then fastens itself to the borer which it very
o N : i Y j et - o — T 10 .
o ,thehhaturalyst to help you with your problems. slowly destroys by sucking its blood.
¢ oan save you much time and energy, ‘
5 kg a Rk kok ook

o

When the maggot is full-grown it changes to the pupa
! stage and later emerges as an adult wasp and is soon laying
| T SR ; ‘ el i more eggs in the burrows of other destructive borers.
| : .~ NATURE TOURS ° Fira ' One insect destroys the eggs, larvae, pupa or adults

} 2 ; B ; | . : | of another and may in turn be destroyed by a third insect
| SUNDAY NATURE TOURS at 10:00 ‘AyM., 1:00 & 3300 P.if i and so one. Thus continues . the struggle for existence in
LENE e - - E) 13 5
: ' the world of insects. But is this struggle for cxistence

EARIY~BIRD WALK ot 7:00 A,M,. ‘every Saturdgx.

(Special Tours at other times wpon request; Ask the | limited to insects?

Naturalist), ] .
t &

-2 i Creatl (itus have Litdde o 1e&s &W fp\t:, 5aiks ty bite T e
&niESOheduled Sunday Nature Tours and the BarlymBird f ., .~ =0t b D S iandse ad fafiniten)
alks will start from the -dame - s el gy PR wpvead frask Thémuaeleme i bags hove grveate, fless s g0 ow

| P - 4 o 'J'.‘. “Wihi Ve Thiege «qenm PaVe gyeate, 9719 ) A ) 5 < ’
V{L-IB',’ 1 PPN @ ARd  fpvee Yer $354Y & %e B
S e Vo 4 u W




| | _3- ~u—

A geg E_g-g f Do You Know the Touch-Me-N,t? _
o El%ﬂég | . Are You A Bjrd-Lover?
3 En-g%fg You have scen this plant many times and perhaps
i Eézagﬁé referred to it as "just another weed! or you may know Almost- cveryone is a bird-lover to some extent.
s ‘EEELS- it by another one of its numerous names such as Jewol- § Pernaps Ve don't realize how much we like birds, but
'5§}&§gﬁ woed, S:qg:dragon, E;r—drop, Woaphe?—cock,-snap—weod, . did you ever stop to t@ink what this old world would
5855‘ 3 J N Nz Kicking-colt, ectc. be like if we hod no birds?
°'w§' X Jo/ Let!'s spend a minute .
%E"‘ﬁ examining this plent : It is not difficult to picture a gloomy world
Egﬁ,, which began to blossom which would result if we were suddenly deprived of
sggﬁi‘ about the first of July the colors and songs of tneso'feathorcd croatgfos;
§§8‘§-1 “ this summer, To find And from the cconomic st:}ndpc.nflt.wu-cm} O‘_ﬂ‘?r qui.?m .
88 the Touch-me-not we must! how difficult would be our life if it were nov 1or
BRY . ] 30 to moist (not neces—= = ghe help of our birds.
Fsdd sarily wet) locatinns. : 3 . : .
| In the park we frequently ¢ *orok KKK
| "find it along the road an ' o
@ trails, somctimes in faip #ost of our birds scem tc be vory apprcplaﬁlvc
w z ~ large patches. of any little help we con zive them. One who has uot
| You shouldn't have difficulty in recognizing it for' fed birds in the winter, put up bird hous§s and_seﬁ
| is that pale green juicy or watery-looking ploat with a  out a pan of water £or a bird bath (especinlly in hot

s

Y -
{ hollow stom. The leaves have long stoms (petioles), som  weather) may not believe this.statem@ltesy -
w of which are red. The leaf margins are wavy and the vel

e ) = &
N i
sy

A . ]
It is so easy and costs so lltcl;»’}‘

are r%mte conspicuous. . - e , to prove it to yourselfs A ..\,
:‘ The flowers are ycllow with dark reddish spots. The & _ : s
| are more or less bell-shaped with a hooked spur at the ot Y
closed end, and suspended by a long, slender stem wiich | !

attached to the side of the bell., )
; . The nost curious vart of the plant is the sced pod

‘ " /‘
3 . : > : $ o \ 1 .
il which explodes vhen ripe and scatters the seed. If you TR L ".\ o l ; /‘
| 1 N & e Y £} 3 A { a1 -
i touch one of thegpods you may be surpriscd to find 1t A W " A e =t sl
1 exploding in your fingers. The exploding of the pods Lo o 2
1 when tcuched has giver this plant some of the ‘common nanm . ‘
[ 1] . - 5 . ; E , : , |
nentioned above. ipd Tocding
| a T - TTyyram3 T .o d feodling |
1 o Bk A simple bird bath.  Hummingblirc iccdlng ‘
A, co';‘f:"‘(' Pan of water on-a stntione. . "
Yo (70 f g Stumd . 31ass tube wrapped with re
- )w@r/ff: = ) DAPCT, f111ed with sugar
w R 1 Ty ! . AP CL - ;
2 wnter and tied to siirube

o

"p pird in the I 1 is worth two 1: 1¢ hand.
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“ndy 01 us ore in the hobit of thinking of Monday
= B < E+E+T . Fans ey 1. = T
as a cuy of little joy - everything gzoes Wrong cr wo
nave to do that task we didn't do last Saturdoy. At
e ; : a A
vest ve do not consider liondair nSs 2 day of picnics
o Lo Ly MVe Pa - e
Ream 1
fegardless of how we fare on Mondays it secems
. é P . - . iy
that 1ittle wildlife fricnds in the park 1,0k
IO + Mondasr o i 4 i " .1
forwvard to “onday as a day of picnics. One has but

t2 vigit the picnic areas on Honday morning to learn
thot the tables are still in usc. N

Squirrels, chipmu&ks, cowbirds,
wrens, brown thrashers, Sparrows and many others —-—
yes, eve? the crows and woodchucks are all busy pick-
118 Up pieces of sandwiches and meat scraps, %OA
"Blue Honday" here,

robins, catbirds,

T g i N
“hile many people purposely leave bits of bread

for the birds

and squirrels, a few folks forget tant
these animals

cannot eat paper and tin cans,

E‘vrhy

0t 5
i 1y not get your club together for an sarly-bird
Walk in

the park?

The time? Saturdey at 7:00 A.M. or make
with the Naturalst for any other morning,
The Service is Free, ’

a date

3% 3 K 3 % k%

ten sections of prairie
Prairiec Cricken

land are necessary
in any locality.

June 20.

June 2l

Junc 25.

June 27,

June 29

July 3.

Onc of the Webster County Y=H Girls! Club
visited the park today. Mr. Leaverton,
Conservation Officer aond Miss Esther Everett,
Homc Demonstration Agent, accompanied the

girls, We had an enjoyable Nature Tour,
Found an Indigo Bunting's nest in Boneyard
Hollows It was only 11 inches from theo

ground and contained 3 young.
Discovered a Blue Jay with a broken right
wing. After determining his ailment we ree
leased him. 014 DameNature cxcels us humans
in the care of wild creaturcse This isn't
surprising when we consider how much more
practice she has had.

The Ft. Dodge YMCA boys who have been occupy=
ing the camp went on four Nature Tours with
the Haturalist this weck. Mr. Sceley's boys
showed great interest in the tours. It was
a pleasure to work with them.

Visited the Indigo Bunting's nest again, but
it was empty. Judging from the actions of
the parent birds their babies must have been
nearbye.

The Naturalist had the pleasure of taking
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Fay of Iowa City on a Nature
Tour this morning. The Fays have been our
next-door-neighbors for the past few days and
are rcal lovers of Naturc and the out~of~doorss
The Pocahontas County 4-H girls, under the
direction of Miss Genevieve Colgan, Home
Demonstration Agent, held a 3-day Conservation
Camp at the park, Much interest in Conserva=
tion was shown on the Nature Tours and Earlye
bird Walk. Guy Ramsey, Extonsion Forestcr,
conducted trec study hikes and showed some
very interesting color photographs of Ipwa wild
flowers.
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What to Do and See in the Park |

The fuzz on the plant is made up
of many %tiny, interlacing hairs which
are equally efficient in keeping out

| DOLLIVER MEMORIAL STATE PARK .
0w B %‘8 NATURE NOTES
i Little~Known Facts About a Well-Known Plant
P oodes ol .
i ggﬁ?gg | ol. II July 28, 1940 No. 3% The Common Mullein is a familiar plant that has more
* FRabl ¢ ymes than a super-colossal badman. Over forty English
?EEE§¥ J v iT?IS b:iletin 1s prepared by the Naturalist for imes have been given to this plant, but let's not clutter
'gﬁ‘”wéi Stet npor;la1 on of the guests of the'Dolliver Memorialy, our minds with the other names when there are so many
484 | ate Park in order that the recreational and educa- hteresting facts gbout the Mullein.
gg]{ tional opportunities of an unspoiled primitive area P o s I g
55}51; may be more fully appreciated, utilized and protected §gshe 21780 Dace you ?‘g“t,be SHPEriSEa. b tearn
58@:; It is issued by the State Conservation Commission witllhat khis ta}l fuzzy.plant ?1th-tne-fplke iy it
5§§1l the cooperation of the Recreational Department of‘ﬂket e Sxovloans Do slr, 16 came over fyom Burope
13/ | Work Projects Administration and the Iowa State Col- * & One-Wway bicuet years ago -- in fach, o long ago the
g 8‘] lege Extendion Service. l average European thinks it is an Ameri-
R | \ can. Consider the Irish who cultivate
Esg David Damon State Park Naturalist it in their flower gardens and call it
; | the American Velvet Plant.
i

|

Visit the Trailisde Museums. One is at the dam;
the other is at the south lodge. |

Go on one of the three scheduled Sunday Nature the cold and heat. You see, such an
Tours with the Naturalist. He is here to serve you 'A , arrangement is necessary since the plant
and will show you some of the interesting things in - prefers to grow on hot, sunny hillsides
il the park. There is no charge. and as it takes two years for the nlant
I Get a bird's-eye view of the park from one of o complete its growth the li‘ilec one-year old plant has to
i the overlooks. The trail from the central picnic thstand the cold winters. During the first year a Mullein
area to the west overlook is part of the Self-guiding 1lant has no stalk; only a rosette of leaves close to the
Nature Trail. Watch for the plant markers. round.
Visit the Memorial Spring, plaque and Pool. The fuzzy coat has a romatic use too. We are told that
ural mzdens rub their cheelrs with it and thus produce that
NATURE TOURS Jfeach blosson effect that the best rouge can never give.

SUNDAY NATURE TOURS e : : f
ke boits = ta;t lg.?o A"i"' 1:00 & 3:00 P.M. The Mullein has had many uses. The Romans dipped the
Sf Selsurely over @ cool, shady Uio1) into tallow nnd used it as a funeral torch. In the

trail.
Bline baandbaits - & : fiddle Ages it wer used as a candle wick by many people. It
d pproximately one hour. 's reputed to have medicinal virtues for both man and beast,

EARLY-BIRD WALKS :
Tots So ue oppo::uligo ﬁ;Méb:v:ry §E§E£§§1; fmoking dry Mullein leaves end drinking Mullein tea being
¥ erve your feathered esorted to by those having cclds. In England it was used

friends at .
at their best is a healer of cattle diseases.

SPECIAL TOURS at other times upon request. Ask the
Naturalist. '

{
The particles of "dust" on the wings of a butterfly or

1oth are really tiny scales arranged in overlapping rows
%;ke shingles on the roof of a house.

"Flowers are like the pleasures of the world."
——-—-~ Shakespeare.
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 tailed Hawk stomachs says, "It has been demonstrated byou.fovnd it.

" a fact that every thoughtful fzrmer should remenber.”

- minate all Red-tails? If ir. X.
do we exterminate Mr. X's. family?

will be glad to help

- 3

About the Red-tailed Hawk

4““,

"T AM A TAX-PAYING CITIZEN OF THE STATE OF IOWA

. v and I guess I can have a few privileges in this park,"
If you are fortunate you may see two or three said a visitor as his sharp knife sliced the top out
large Red-tailed Hawks soaring over the valley in theof a small elm. It took about one secord to terminate
vicinity of the Copperas Beds. Watch carefully as the growth which had required three years on the part of

the birds wheel about and you |the little elm.
will see their reddish tails.

This is one of the most | To this Nature Butcher "privileges" apparently meant
valuable species of hawks in | gutting up trees and shrubs, picking or tramping over wild
Iowa and we can only guess how |flowers, and leaving garbage and naper on the ground so
much money a pair of Red-tails lthe next man {(perhaps his tax-paying neighbor) could en-
saves a farmer by eating thou- joy (?) the landscape Wwith the added touch of color (and
sands of. destructive rodents eaopdor). ) :
year. Unfortunately, the wide~| - :
spread prejudice against all The Nature Butcher would be the first person to
hawks is exbterminating this usa?réiSe‘ﬁed" if he found his taxes increased in order that
ful species much faster than thﬁkmnged trees, shrubs and flowers gould be replaced, un-
most destructive hawks that are official trails obliterated, and the Custodian's foree in-
better able to take care of themcreased to pick up the rubbish left from his picnic of
selves. privileges. ‘

Dr. A. X. Fisher, who‘hés examined hundreds of Re S morali nane pue park in a§ g°?4 ?ondlt%on as
: By doing so the park will improve since

careful stomach examinations that poultry and game _‘the Custodian will be able to give more time to construc-

birds do not constitute more than 10% of. the food of tive Work.

this hawk and all the other beneficial animals preyed

upon will not increase this proportion to 15%. Thus "Wever did any soul do good, but it becamé readier

‘the balance in favor of the Hawk is at least 85%, madet0 do the same again, with more enjoyment."

up largely of various species of injurious rodents —- Shaftesbury. .
EEE P S T2
~ Just 100 years ago Audubon described a forest where

S Passenzer Pigeons roosted. “Many trees 2 feet in diameter,
I observed, were broken off at no great distance from the

ground, and the branches of many of the largest-and tall-

est had given way as if the forest had been swept by a

ki g et mwe protected under Iowa Law except tWotornad?. Everything proved to me that the number of birds

which are rarely seen, the Cooper's Hawk and the resorting to this part of the forest- must be immense.”

Sharpshinned Hawk,

If a Red-tail steals our chickens need we exter—

K 3k 3k 3K X % ¥ %

Today there is not one 1iving Passenger Pigeon in the

; = e world. What are we doing to preserve our present-
you with this and other questionsday wild plants and animals?

Can you.ideniify these two hawks? The Naturalist gntir

Conn.
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Ground Hog

- < .
Although the Ground Hog maieb:zgints e G

farms and need to be cont 5 g e BB
varks 1# is one of the le:§i1§:sig§f%}gg i? g:r St?tet
sl the rodents

dchuck has some good
Port in hunting him. Some
the Woodchuck's meat to
tth?s:t?d fChuck dens are used
Wl?tlngly, the Woodchuck |
S, and this pleases the hunter

1k,

. Fven on the farm the Woo
points. The farm boy has s
the flavor
that of other wild game &
by rabbits ang skunks :
alds his furry nei ’
and trapper. ghbor

16.

Three to nine blind and helnl |
d helpless young are born in

the den duri

uring April o .
theV app - r Mays and a feW V’e“.'
chuck ?ézgz ibove ground. During the sdngf izte;
Plants, uSualﬁon grasses, clover and other succfl'qu~
& laying up v ?Ot far from a den entrance l%~:n
dents, the %o§&223t;rés SWply of food as do mai;Jﬁjd
£ ck hasg : _
Tat enough Has an internal food suppl-
&% %o carry hin through a lons Winfcf?id I—
Ang th s = =€ Sleep,
put any fai:? there is "Groung Hog Day." Whether
; dary or not we'l] g;VeWe

. ! h- f
t 23 ')

year,

17.

3% % ok o

The Rodents mak
; € up the lg i
fammals._ Some live in Watgr- e i
n top of the groun :

Some under gr
; : ound: s
nd and some in the trees P
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The Wood Peweefé nest which is directly over
a popular foot trail is now overflowing with 3
well-feathered babies. Already these young birds
notice the insects that fly past them. Very
shortly they will leave the next and catch in-
sects on the wing.

The Common Tree Frog which sleepns by day and
sings by night comes in a variety of colors such
as brown, gray or green. Today the Naturalist
found a brilliant green specimen fast asleep on a
large Burdock leaf. So well did the color of the
frog blend with the leaf's color he was almost
unnoticed. Did the frog select bed intentionally
or was it just chance?

The Naturalist could hardly believe his eyes
this morning when he flushed a Woodcock right
beside the nature trail. The Woodcock is a2 close
relative of the Wilson's or Jack Snipe. Both
birds live in moist or wet lowlands where they
probe in the ground with their long bills hunting
for worms and other small animals, but the Wood-
cock, as his name suggests, prefers the wooded low-
lands while the Snipe likes the wet meadows.

One of the baby Red-headed Woodpeckers left
his hollow tree nest today. His is about the size
of the parents, but lacks the red on the head. Al-
though able to fly well and to search for insects
on dead trees, the parents are still taking food to
him.

Today it was very hot and sultry, and the
Yellow-billed Cuckoo or Rain Crow made frequent
rain predictions. The Wood Thrush seemed not the
least bit concerned about the weather as he poured
out his flute-like song.

ok 3k Ok KK ¥
Appreciate and protect your State Parks.
"It so falls out,

That what we have we prize not to the worth,
Whiles we enjoy it; but being lack'd and lost,
Why, then we' rack the value; then we find

The virtue, that possession would not snow us
Whiles it was ours." ~-~-Shakespeare
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DOLLIVER MEMORIAL STATE PARK
NATURE NOTES

Yol. II August 18, 19LQ No. 3
This bulletin is prepared by the Naturalist for the
information of the guests of the Dolliver Memorial State
Park in order that the recreational and educational op-
portunities of an unspoiled primitive area may be more
fully appreciated, utilized and protected. It is issued
by the State Conservation Commission with the coopera-
tion of the Recreational Department of the Work Projects

Agministration and the Iowa State College Extension Ser—
Vice.

David Damon State Park Naturalist
"™any a trec is found in the wood
And every trec for its usec is good;
Some for the strength of the gnarled root,
Some for the swectnoss of flower or fruit,
Some for shelter against the storm,
And some to keep the hearth stone warm;
Some for the roof and some for the beagm,
dnd some for a boat to breast the stremn

In the wealth of the wood since the world began ]

The trees have offered their gifts to man."
8k ok sk ol ok ok o
SUNDAY NATURE TOURS at 10:00 a.me, 1:00 & 3:00 p.m.
The tours arc leisurcly, over a cool, shady trail
where the ferns and mosses grow. This is your chance
to meet many Iowa Plants. Bring your friends along.

EARLY-BIRD WAIK at 7:00 a.m. cvery Saturday. This is =

your chance to see the birds at their best.

SPECIAL TOURS FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE. Get your club or
church group together and plan a Nature Tour with
the Naturalist. The Conscrvation Commission pro-
vides this FREE service and the Naturalist is a-
vailable every day. Ask him for an appointment.

The scheduled Sunday Nature Tours and the Barly-Bird
Walks will start from the dam.

%

e
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The Ruby-throated Hummingbird

Have you ever had the pleasure of watching a Humming-
bird as it darted from flower to flower feeding on the
nectar and insccts? Before you answer "yes", think again;
many peoplc mistake the hawk-moths for Hummingbirds.These
noths visit the flowers about dusk and on cloudy days.

The Hummingbirds are unique in several respects.They
can fly backwards and sideways as easily as they can fly
forwards. The family is large, there being over 500
specics, all in the New World. Although the family is
large, it includes the smallest birds in the world. Hum-
ningbirds range in size from the Giant Humner of ‘South Am-
erica having a length of 8 inches, to the Fairy Hummer of
Cuba having a length of only 2% inches. Our Ruby-throated
Humningbird avcrages about 3 3/h inches, and is the only
Humningbird in eastern United Statcs. '
N E.\ These beautiful little birds
g :/,//BE: which Audubon called "glittering

N — N4 fragnents of the rainbow® have a
QL /;xzuU;;:? tomper out of all proportion to

L their size. The male not only cnga-
gas in warfarc with its own kind, but attacks any bird,
however large, that ventures to dispute its territorial
rights. These are not small, for in its own cestimation it
is "Lord of all it surveys%. Nature has denicd thc Hunning-
bird song, and the harsh squeaks of these tiny sprites are
far better adapted to making war than love.

The female Ruby-~throat is an accomplished architect
and builds the marvelous little nest without assistance
fronm her natc. Although the nest, which is only 1 inch
wide and % inch deecp, appears so delicate it is so secure-
1y anchored and woven about with spider-wodbs and threads
of saliva that it seldon fails to weather the storms. The
eggs are 2 in number, plain white and only % inch long -

vabout the size of beans.,

The tiny Humners are hatched naked and for about 10
days arc wecek and puny with short, under-developed bills.
Later they grow rapidly and aftcr 3 weeks the nest bulges

and flattens. Finally they are forced out onto the rin for
the last day or 2. The babics arc fed on a nmixture of nce-
tar and tiny insects which their nother pumps inte then, .-
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Our Feathered Pollce

Wature has prov1ded our country w1th an abundant anqg ., .

diversified bird life. In order that we may. anpre01ate
more fully the practical value of our birds, let's “om—
pare them to a volice force, the chief duty of which is
to restrain within bounds the hordes of insects.and ro-
déents that, if unchecked, would devour every green thing,
To accomplish this task the members of- the iorce must be

variously equipped as im any police force that deals with %

the many phases of law enforcement.f-

Our fe tnered force *s lelded 1nto t1e Lollowlng.
Squaas. '
Ground 7rscbts thad - Svarrows, mhrusheo; erns,lwa*-

) blers, Crows, Blackbirds. : :

- Wood-burrowing Insects Squad - Wbodneckers.

Treec—=bark Insects Sqaad - W’rensr Nuthatches, Crcopﬂro,

Warblers.

Flylns Insects, Daytime Squad - Swallows, Flﬁcatchcrs,

Swifts, Nighthawks. : ;

Flying Insects, Night-time Squad - thp-boor—walla.

Rodents; Daytime 8Squad ~ Hawlks

Rodents, Night-time Squad - Ovls,

7 Many other birds which have not oeen me
~also pley their parts in the warfarc agains
man's 1ndustry. Let's protect tie oirds.

% o K Kk
Did You Know That

1. A single Nighthawk's stomach was fouz

© mosquitoes?

2. Killdeers, many other shord birdS‘and some.ducks love
to eat mosqulto Mwigglers"? "Rt

3. In a Barn Owl's retreat nearly 3,000 skulls of rats

. and mice were found?-

4. Hear a Barn Owl's nest nearly 3
gopher remains were found?

5. Many Hawks eat grasshoppers (in addition to rodents),
100 grasshoppers being found in the stomach of one
Hawk? This represents just one mecal for this Hawk

6..It has been estimated that Trec Sparrows eat about
875 tons of weed sced durinb their winter visit to
Iowa alone? +

+.
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Bird Banding: or The Telltale of Migratory Flight

T _’)
%s//—\iliv

AN\ ;
If you are a duck hunter perhaps you have had: the
thrill of bagging a duck with an aluminum band around one

lcg. On this band was a number and also the words, "Notify
Biological Survey, Washington, D.C." You put the band in
an envelope ‘together with 1nfo*m tion as to where and when
you shot the duck and sent it tc the Biologlcal Survcy. In
time you received a card telling you who banded the duck,
wherc it was banded and when. The person who banded the
duck alsc rcecives & card telling him that that certain
duck was shot by you. ' SN .

Since 1920 the Biological Survey has been conducting
banding of all kinds of birds as a means of determining
the routes taken by our migratory birds, and when baby
birds are banded it is possiblec to..tell exactly how old:
these birds were when théy were killed. While the results
obtained are of scientific wvalue, they arc of especial™
importance to the burvby in the uamlnlstratlon of the Fed-
eral Migratory Bird Law '

The Blologlcal SurVuy has qundreds of cooperators over
the countr who oporato bird banding stations and report
all birds banded to the. Survey. The. cooperators are no¥

paid for this work, the banding.being a hobby with them.

The bands are provided by the Survey. Vhon the. bird bapnder
finds a bird which has Dbeen banded by someonc clse this:
bird is released with its original band and the number is
reported to the Washington office. Thus there is the pos-
sibility that this bird may be repﬂrted again-from some
other staté or country. ) Rl

Before the Biological Survey issues the permit re-
quired legally it must be convinced that the applicant's
knowledge of birds is sufficiently advanced t®enable him
to identify correcctly the bird banded. In Iowa a State’
permit is also required. The bird bander's "field" may be
no_larger than his window-sill and still yield data-of
value,




The Birds!' Public Encnmy No. 1

We humans think we have a lot of enemies and we do
when we consider diseases, accidents, war, etc., but
suppose we had to be on the lockout night and day for
monstrous creatures that loved the taste of our flesh!
Would we ever feel like singing if we lived under such
conditions?

The house cat ranks first as a foe of our native
birds. Did you say your cat doesn't kill birds? Unless
you keep him on a leash or in an enclosure each 2l hours
of the day how do you know your cat doesn't catch a bird
when you are not around? No, the cat isn't to blame if :
it kills a bird, for instinct to kill is born in all mem-
bers of the cat family. Unfortunately this exotic cat
has become a part of our wild fauna as have a numbcr of
~other foreign animals and all because of our lack of
foresight, carelessness or ignorance. '

The well-fed tabby may take birds when it can, but
much of the loss of our feathered life is attributable
to the half-starved stray, which in summer is as much
at home in the woods and fields as the birds.

If cats are to find place in the household, avery
cffort should be made by carefully feeding and watching
them to insure the safety of the birds. The cat without
a home should be mercifully put out of the way and this
does not mean dumping it out in the country. Nothing could
be more unjust both to the friendless cat which must then
seek a livelihood for itsclf and to the hundreds of val-
uable birds that must be sacrifiéed cach year to support

a single unwanted cat.
. e ok Kok %

The world's migration champion is the Artic Tern.

It flics from pole to pole twice a year - a total dis-
tance of over 22,000 miles.

The C@ndor is said to be the largest bird that flies
and unfortunately it is nearing oxtinction. It wecighs
from 20 to 25 pounds and has a wing-spread of § or 10
feet.

A T e
@) Tk L0 e

July 21-Miss Erma Johnson, new Webster County Home Demon—~
stration Agent, arrived with a group of U-H Girls
for a three-day camp.

July 2U-After an interesting 3-day program the Webster Co.
UK Girls closed camp today as Mrs. R. S. Hicks,
Kossuth County Home Demonstration Agent, brought
in her group of U4-H Girls.

July 27-The Kossuth County Y-H Girls closed the 1id to
their camp after a busy three days. The girls did
considerable conservation work whick included
working on their Conservation books and taking
five hikes with the Naturalist.

July 28-The Seventh-Day Adventists arrived at the camp
for a w8ek of camp life and classes. Nine young
people have enrolled in Mrs. E. Woesner's Nature
class for special work in Bird Study, Tree Study,
and Insect Study.

July 30-The series of hard rains which we have been hav-
~ ing seems to have improved fishing conditions in
so far as some "fishermen" are concerned. The
"#ishermen" we saw today include 2 Kingfishers,
1 Great Blue Heron and 1 Green Heron.

July 31-It won't be long now! The Evening Prinrosc is
beginning to blossom and the Golden Rod is about
ready to burst forth.

Aug. 1 =Many birds which were very noticeable by their
calls or songs are now quite silent. No longer
do we hear nuch from the Ovenbird, Rosebrecasted
Grosbecak, Water Thrush, Catbird, Brown Thrashcr
and Phocbe., The birds that arc making most of the
rusic now include the Towhee, Chickadec, Crested
Flycatcher, Wood Pewee, Flicker, Cardinal, Wren,
and Wood Thrush.
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DOLLIVER MEMORIAL STATE PARK
NATURE WOTES

Yol. 11 September 1, 1940 Hoe B

This bulletin is prepared by the Naturalist for the in-
formation of the guests of the Dolliver Hemorial State Park
in order that the recreational and educational opportunities
of an unspoiled primitive area may be more fully avpreciated,
utilized and protected. It is issued by the State Conser-
vation Commission with the cooperation of the Recreational
Department of the Work Projects Administration and the Iowa
State College Exteansion Service. :

~

David Damon

IAST ISSUE OF HATURE HOTES for the 1940

T
nd

THIS WILL BE
season.
side Museums and Nature Tours have increased your appreciatio
of Naturc and pointcd cut the nced for conserving (using
wisely) all the notural resources of our state, then we fecl
that our efforts have been worthvhile. :

Although it is necessary to discontinue our Haturalist
Service for this year, the true nature enthusiast knows that
there is something to see in his state parks each scason and
if he is a camera fan he will take meny Autumn and Winter
pictures.

You may be surprised when you sce how many kinds of birds
spend the winter in the park.
mer; others came down from Canada for their annual winter
visit.
will find the woodland flowers in full bloom.

For the naturalist therc is no closcd socason.

. —=000=—
"Hature } Great parcnt ! whose unceasing hand
Rolls round the secasons of the changeful year,
Bow mighty, how mcjestic are thy works!
With what a pleasing dread they swcll the soul !

That sccs astonisr'd} and astonish'd sings!
——m———=Thomson

If these little booklets, together with.the Trail- 4

In the early spring beforc the trees wake up you A

Vi

State Park MNaturalist >~

|

-

Some you saw during the sum- j

o

|

The Fox Squirrel

Park visitors often ask what kind of an animal tracks
like those full sized drawings ‘ '

FORE FOOT

and are surprised to leara that the Fax Squirrel has
such large feet. Were t

FOOT

e
foot print would not aj a Such long toes
are extremely necessary to this large squirrel for with
B ap & = S ) : : <, 1
then u? is gole to el : treces and cling to surprisingly
small branches. nce in awhile he nmay fall
and on such cccagions ke probably wishes ha
and better toes.
This squirrel is very common throughout the park.

o . . 2 Raapls s 1 . * - 3

In the vicinity of the central picnic area these animals
are especially noticeable early in the nmorning at which
tine groups of six or nore may be seen oun the ground.
The Fox Squirrel is often but incorrectly called the

fron a tree
had bigeger

red squirrel and should not be confused with that much
snaller squirrel. ’
™o Fox Squirrel is the largest of Anerican

nur North
also the most variable in color,
the locality, but even in a single
park there may be such a difference in color as to nake
one believe thoy arc different kinds of squirrels.- For
exanple, in this park we have only the one species of
squirrel. Most of them are rusty red in color, but
occasionnally we sce a jet black individual.- i

Fox Squirrels spend a _great deal of tirie on the
ground searching for food, but always seck ref
the treces when danger threatens.
}F cEnfincd o WQoied areas;
the hardwoods and in the south

tree squirrels and isg
The color varies with

Wis. Conn.
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in pine woods, live oalzs or cypresses. Since it is a -
favorite with the hunter and does not migrate like the
Gray Squirrel, the Fox Squirrel is on- the verge of
extinction in many places.

This squirrel has a chucking call-note and when dis-—
turbed utters a hoarse bark. It is active only by day
and does not liibernate although remaining in a nest dur-
ing cold or stormy periods. It builds nests in hollows
in trees and also constructs large nests of leaves in
the crotches of limbs. The young, numbering two to
four, are born in lMarch or April.

- ——000=—
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During the period of heavy dews (Californi
cloudbursts, etc.) thousands of mushrooms and toadstools
of every shape, sizc and color sprang up. QOut of the grass
out of the leaves, out of the bare earti and out of stumps
popped the toadstools. If a toad fell asleep in the right
spot he may have awakened to find himself atop a toadstool.
And surely there must have been an over-supply of stools. }

'By the way, if you don't kmow the edible from the .
poisonous mushrooms it 1is your steak in >
onicns.

safer to smother
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Sweetflags‘

Perhaps you have noticed clumps of flat-leaved plants
grewing at thewater's edge in the pike nursery. These
plants which loock a little like cattails, are Sweetflags.
The flowering time of the Sweetflag occurs in June and
July, the flowers being borne on a sort of spike which
' grows out at a sharp angle to the
“flat stem. When about half matured

the spike is teander and edible and
the interi r of the stalk is sweet.
lthougn the Sweetflag is a

cousin of the Skunk Cabbage it
does ‘not have any of the evil-
smelling properties of the lat-
tere On the. contrary, it has a
record as an ingredient of in-
cense that goes far back beyond
King "Tut" to times ante- ;
dating the custom of burning
incense by the pecple of Israel,

The roo the Sweetflag has medicinal propertics, and
is used, when dried or candied, as a remedy for dyspepsia
and as a stimulant and tonic for feeble digestion. It -
is powdered and used as an insecticide in India and Ceylon,
and yields a volatile 01l used in the manufacture of
perfumery. - The Grecks and the Babylonians knew of its
propertics and employed them alike in medicine and in
incense.

__,‘,,___—
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A few copies of the back numbers of this booklet-are
still available.toc those who desire a complete set of
them. Ask the Waturalist for copies before they are all
takene.

Wis. Conn.
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e have thr ? cathered fishermen in the park.
ApC c&:L is saccessful enough at the fishing game to malke al
or part of his living at it. Although condemned by some
fishermen these birds cannot be considered harmful except in ¥
the vicinity of fish hatcheries and fish-rearing ponds. The
are protected by State and Federal laws.
The largest of the three fisherrnen is the Great Blue
Heron. His long legs and stealthy movenments enable him to
wade in the water with scarcely a ripple, and with a light-
ning thrust of the long dill he captures a passing fish or
‘ froge Aquatic animals arc only a part of tiis birds diet;
‘ he also eats snaolkes, insects, nice and gophers, thus he
proves to be an asset to agriculture.
Next in size is the Green Heron who, like his larger re-
5 lative, frequents the shallow water of lakes, ponds and
| streans. His food is also varied, for in addition to the
! usual fish and frogs he eats larze numbers of insects, not
always aquatice One tird wes found to have its stomach
filled with grasshopperss
J The Kingfisher is the smal
bird Las no need for -loag leg
not fish in the manncr of her
1
i

s As the summer fades away we are renindsd of Jarncs
- Wnitcomb Rilcy's poem "014 October® which reads 2 23
| part:

o o o the frosts is comin! on,
Little heavier every day —
Loaves is changin! over head,

Back from greon, to gray and red,
Brown and yeller, with their sicms
Loosenin' on ooks and e'ms:

And the balance of the trecs
Fettin! balder every breeze —-

t above the water watching
for a fish and wacn ore is sighted he plunges into the
water aftor it. Besices fiszh this bird eats large numbers
of crawfish, socne frogs (.hlﬂlv when fish are scarce), and
nany insectse

U

quickly beating wings scvera
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