GULL POINT STATE PARK

The “lakes area” of northwest lowa offers a tre-
mendous array of outdoor recreation opportunities,
year-round. The unique setting of beautiful and
clear Lakes East and West Okoboji, Big Spirit Lake,
and other water bodies truly provides wonderful op-
portunities foroutdoorrecreation. Thefocalpointfor
state parks and recreation areas in this region is
beautiful Gull Point State Park, established in 1933.
Gull Point provides a pleasing, shaded setting on
West OkobojiLake and offers awell-rounded variety
of outdoor recreation facilities.

CAMPING

The Gull Point campground is one of the most
popular in the lakes area. The campground is well
shaded and features paved roads, modern
restroom and shower facilities, as well as a sanitary
dump station. There are a total of 122 campsites,
60 with electrical hookups. Camping permits are
obtained through self-registration at the camp-
ground.

PICNICKING

Gull Point is a great place for a family picnic.
Several open shelters are available and may be re-
served for $15.00 through the park ranger.

SWIMMING, FISHING AND BOAT-
ING

Gull Point’'s beach provides a fine place for
young and old to sunbathe and splash in the crystal
clear water. West Okobojiandthe other many lakes
are some of the prime fishing spots in lowa. Anglers
willfind challenging sport pursuing a variety of game
fish, including walleyes, northern pike, smallmouth
bass, white bass, perch, bluegills, crappies, cray-
fish, and bullheads. Boating is also very popular on
the lakes using everything from canoes to sailboats
and ski rigs.

LODGE

The Gull Point lodge, built during the 1930's by
the Civilian Conservation Corp, is the largest such
facility in the state. It features kitchen facilities and
willseat 140 people - the lodge is a wonderful setting
for group activities such as wedding receptions and
family reunions. The Lodge is available on a reser-
vation basis through the park ranger.

TRAILS

The western portion of Gull Point State Park is
ahiker's delight, with afine self-guided interpretative
trail. On the 1-3 mile trail, visitors can identify a
variety of natural features by using a brochure.
Walkers have achoice of either a one mile or3 mile
jaunt. This area of the park is an excellent place to
observe a wide variety of wildlife from songbirds to
white-tailed deer. Inthe winter, the area is open for
cross-country skiing and snowmobiling on desig-
nated trails.

OTHER STATE PARKS AND
RECREATION AREAS IN THE
LAKES REGION

The lakes area offers a tremendous number of
settings for outdoor recreation. Although space
does not permit a detailed description of all the sites
in this brochure, the following description and table
provide a good capsule view of what is available.

MARBLE BEACH AND EMERSON
BAY CAMPGROUNDS

The Marble Beach and Emerson Bay Recrea-
tion Areas provide true quality camping on the
shores of Spirit Lake and West Okoboji, respectively.
At Marble Beach, a total of 224 campsites are
available, 100 with electric hookups. Modern rest
room and shower facilities are present, as is a
sanitary dump station. The nearby boat ramp, park-
ing area, and fish cleaning station provide quality
lake access and angling convenience.

Emerson Bay provides a beautiful camping set-
ting located on West Okoboji Lake. The paved
campground features 127 campsites, 60 with elec-
tric hookups. A sanitary dumping station is located
in the campground. Adjacent to the campground is
amodern boat ramp and a large paved parking area
for vehicles and trailers. Just north of Emerson Bay
is the Lighthouse Point Area, which features notonly
beautiful views of the lake but also quality picnicking
opportunities. A shelter with restroomand observa-
tion platform is present at Lighthouse Point, as well
as afishing pier accessible to the mobility impaired.

PIKES POINT AND MINI-WAKAN
STATE PARKS

Excellent day-use outdoor recreation opportu-
nities are available at Pikes Point and Mini-Wakan
State Parks. Pikes Pointfeatures greatpicnicking as
well as an unsupervised beach. Mini-Wakan has a
scenic stone shelter as well as a modern boat ramp.
Other recreation areas are also present in the lakes
region andtheir locations are briefly described in the
table and map.

EQUAL RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

All persons are entitled to full and equal enjoy-
mentofthe recreational opportunities, privileges and
advantages available in lowa's great outdoors.

The shower buildings at Marble Beach, Gull
Point, and Emerson Bay are accessible to the
mobility impaired. The rest room facilities at Light-
house Point, Marble Beach, and Templar Park
Recreation Area are accessible to the mobility im-
paired. Thefishing piers at Clare Wilson, Lighthouse
Point, Mini-Wakan, and Templar Park Recreation
Area are accessible to the mobility impaired. The
picnic shelters at Gull Point, Lighthouse Point, Pikes
Point, Templar Park Recreation Area, and Trappers
Bay are accessible to the mobility impaired.

MINNESOTA I LAKE

GULL POINT
STATE
PARK

LITTLE SPIRIT

he L
ol

GLOVERS

10WA

DIAMOND

LAKEib

SPIRIT LAKE

L MARBLE
& LAKE
(:%~ELCH LAKE
HORSE SHOE

LAKE

® JEMMERSON

1
(@)

PRAIRIE
LAKE

9
UPPER GAR
MINNEWASHTA

MAP KEY
INSIDE
LOWER GAR

Including the
IOWA GREAT LAKES REGION PARKS AND
RECREATION AREAS

Milford, lowa 51351
Telephone 712/337-3211
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1. Boater's Access Arnolds Park US 71 S ®

2. Clare Wilson Arnolds Park US 71 SPE [ ]

3. Crandall's Beach NW Shore Spirit Lake IA 276 i 4 ®|S [ ]

4. Emerson Bay-Lighthouse Point [ 2 1/2 MI N Milford 1A 86 60 (5 (675 [24]|@ ] @ @ [SPh |e[e

5. East Okoboji Beach E Shore E Okoboji Lake S ®e

6. Gardner Cabin Arnolds Park US 71 Original cabin and site of 1857 Spirit Lake Massacre Museum

7. Gull Point 3 1/2 MI N Milford IA 86 62 (5.]60 (5 ®/® ® @®s ® \

8. Hattie Elston Okoboji US 71 S ®®

9. Hinshaw Bridge Arnolds Park US 71 s ® 9|

10. Highway 9 Bridge Spirit Lake US 71 s 00 P

11. Isthmus N Shore E Okaboji Lake s DO e .

12. Lower Gar-Miniwashta Access | 1/2 MI SE Arnolds Park . . S 0 /\ >

13. Marble Beach 2 MINW Orleans 1A 276 [100¢5, [124 (5 e ®[S ole : v /

14. Mini-Wakan N Shore Spirit Lake [ ) ®[sps (ee (/J \\ g \/

Y. Plkes Point NE Shore W Okobail ® ®s ® ! ‘ ; \\ West Okoboji Lake

16. Pillsbury Point Arnolds Park US 71 S . AN : R

17. State Pier Arnolds Park US 71 SP (% \ A ) C )

18. Templar Park 1 MINW Orleans IA 276 0 S-P o®] ) B |

19. Triboji Beach NW Shore W Okoboji IA 86 ® @S ® e

Trapper's Bay Adjoins Lake Park, lowa at ® S ®
1A 219
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-~ FACILITIES ACCESIBLE TO THE MOBILITY IMPAIRED
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Park User Permits are required in the following
lakes area parks: Gull Point, Emerson Bay, Marble

Beach, and Pikes Point.

Annual permits are available at Gull Point State

Park office.
locations in the park.

IOWA GREAT LAKES REGION
PARKS AND
RECREATION AREAS
LOCATIONS AND
FACILITIES

Daily permits are available at posted

PARK OFFICE

PARK RANGER

PARK ATTENDANT

PICNIC AREA

SHELTER

ENCLOSED SHELTER ( Rental )
REST ROOM

NATURE TRAIL

West Okoboji Lake




