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INTERPRETIVE TRAIL 

PALISADES- KEPLER 
STATE PARK 

White Ash 
Thi s common white ash grows to 80 fee t tall with a 
trunk d iameter o f three fee t. Leaves are pinn ately 
compo und and usuall y have seve n lea fl ets th at are 
dark gree n o n to p and li ghter undern ea th. In th e fall 
the leaves tu rn ye ll ow o r maroon. W ood fro m thi s 
tree is hard and stro ng and is used in makin g too l 
handl es, furniture, and athleti c equip ment. 



Bigtooth Aspen 
Bigtooth a~pPn 1\ a mt>dium <; i!ed trP<' that grow<; up 
to 60 IPPI tall . Bark on thP yo ungPr trPP I'> grePnl~h­
whitr ,md 'imooth. ThP bark hP< omc•<; brown. ndged 
and furrowed on older tee ~. The• IP.JVPS Jre nedrly 
round .1nd have c oar'iP roundpd tPeth on th~· Pdge\. 
B1gtooth aspe n I'> normally found in ~rouJ->> htand-,1 as 
it I'> herl' and in other pJriS ol thl' P,Jii'iadl''> . 
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3. 
Black Cherry 

Th!'> int t>re;ting black c ht>rry ha; wvera l uses for man 
and wilulifP. lt 'i dark-< olored wood is va lu t>d for 
making finP furniturf'. ,md ih sap is ust>u in making 
cough >yru p. It s fruit has a bittPr<;wee t ta ste .md i '> 
used lor making wine• anu Je ll y. ,md i., c heri sh t>d by 
wild l if<'. Unnpe fruit anu thP leavP'> are poisonous 
and can be fatal if consumed. 

American Elm 
Thi s ~r ac pf u I elm was once J common sigh t in Iowa 
forPst<, a~ well as along streets and in the yaru s of 
home'> across thE' Ea'>IE'rn United Sta tes. It s vase shapf' 
a ml towering heigh t . up to 120 fpet. mJde it J popular 
and ornamental'>hade tree. Today. howpver. the Plm 
has been virtual ly wipeu ou t by an introduced fungu'> 
( arried by bark bc>PtiPs. Young colms st ill pE'rsi'it but it 
i'> unu sua l to find c1 treE' of thi s siz<' still li v ing . 
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5 . 
Shagbark Hickory 

Thl' hark on t hi'i distinctive 'i hagb<~rk h1c kory is 
smooth c~nd gray on young trees. but '>Ppc~ra t es into 
thick plates that curl outwdrd a<, the trpe maturP'>. 
Comequt>ntly. thP bark hc1s ,1 haggy appearance. ThP 
tn •c• h.1\ .1 f<'Jthen·d IPaf . u<;ually having five IPaf let 'i. 
Jnd IH'Jr\ J '>W<'<' I nut that is Pnjoy<'d by mJn and 
wi ldl ift>. '>hagbJrk'> reach h t>ig ht '> of 70 to 90 fpet and 
U'> U.JIIy havP a ndrrow crown whl'n growing in J fort>>! 
<;itua ti on. 



6 . 
Quaking Aspen 

If th e sli ghtes t b reeze is b lo wing. yo u 'll unde rstand 
where th is q uakin g aspe n ge l it s name. The leaves are 
co nn ected 10 t he b ranches by a fl at se nd er qem th at 
allows th em to ru sti P in li ght breeze . In th e fall th e 
fo l iage takes on a b r i lli an t ye llow go ld. Th e bark is 
g reenish -wh i te to crea m in co lo r. An aspen can grow 
to 60 fee t tall. 
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White Oak 
Thi s m ag n ific Pnl oak grow s abunda nt in th e Pali sa d e, 
an d o ther Iowa fo rpq s. It 's a IMgc• hard wood trep 
reac hin g he igh ts ove r 100 fee t and hav ing a broad 
spreadin g crown . Fail fo l iage co lo r vJr ies fro m a 
brown to a cl l'Pf1 re ddish-purpl e whi c h hJngs o n late 
int o th e fall. rh e frui t is an Jcorn . a valu ab le sou rc c• of 
food fo r w i ldl i fe. Whit t• oa k is a lo ng- li vPd tree and 
m ay reach ages u p to 500 yea rs. 

8 . 

Ironwood 
Iro nwood . also known as Ameri ca n h o ph o rnbea n. is 
a sm all tree th dt is co mmo nl y fo und g ro wing bPrwa th 
the ca nory o f lowd\ fo rps tl <lnd s. II Jll <l ins hPight s of 
30 to 40 fee t Jnd has a ro unckd crown fo rm ed by 
g racdul . ho ri f(J nt al b r<ln ch<''>. W ood from thi s tr t>P i ~ 
'Je ry hard and h eavy giv ing ri '>P to it s com mon namP. 
ironwood . 



9. 
American Baswood 

.'\m<'ri< .1n h.~ ~,wood hJ ~ l,ng<· hPJrt-~h,qwd I PJV<'~. 5 
tobin < h<'' long c~ rHI J to 4 in< hP-, widP . with d roughl y 
toolh<'d ed g<'. II bec~r~ ,J ;mJ II < lu<,tn o f nurlik <' fruit s 
whi< h i<o .tlt,JI< h<' d to .r thin IP,lf - likP hr,H t. AmPri< Jn 
h<l'>.,WO<Hi. Jl;o < ,1IIPd Anwri<Jn lin clt:-•n . i '> J IJrg<' lr<'<' 
rt'.J< hing hPight> of 70 to 100 fppf. 

10. 
Eastern Cottunwood 

Th <''~' two g<· ntl e giJnh ~ta nding just in front of you 
Ml' ,, < ommon '> ight J long Iowa riv<'r boll om'>. Eastprn 
< nllonwood < ommo nl y reac h e~ hPight s of 75 to 100 
le<"l Jnd h.!'> .1 broJd Sj..lrl'Jdin g crown with trunk 
di o~m<'l<'" rJnging f rom 3 to 6 fept. How<'Vl' r. thi s 
sr<·<i<· '> of tr<'<' ca n gPt much l.rrgP r. On<' of the>e 
PXCPplion,rl '> pl'< impns cJ n h<' found hPr<' in l ow<~ on 
J f.1rm rwJr L1ma. ThP tree nw.r>ure~78 f<' <' l in hPight. 
has .1 '> pr<'dd < ovp rin g 126 fep f and an impress ive 
eire um f<• rp n< <' of 34 fept . 1 in< h . Thi ~ is th e larges t 
known fdSt<'rn co tt onwood in th e world! 
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Slippery Elm 
Thi s o, liprwry <'lm can hl' distingusihecl from othE'r 
e lm> hy irs IJrgPr, rough-t ex tured leaves. rh e tree 
rPJch<''> h P ight ~ of 70 to 80 feet Jnd b<'ars J s mc~ll wafer 
li k<• fruit < J II Pd a s,JmJrd . The< ommon namP of thi s 
spPci<' '> " d Pri VP d from if ~ frJgr,Jnt innN bJrk which is 
sl i pp<'ry 1 o 1 h<· tou c h . L i k<· rlw AmPri< ,rn e lm. ~ I i ppery 
Plm i'> .rlf<•< tPd hy Dul< h Plm di'><' ,J'>l'. Ju ; l to thP ri ght 
i ~ .r l.rrg<' Anwri< .rnl'lm thJt w.r ; prohJhly kiii N I by thP 
diSeJ<,!'. 
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Pagoda Dogwood 
Pagoda dogwood gets its common name from its 
distinct horizontal branching, making it identifiab le 
at a g lance. In the spr ing, it displays clusters of white 
flowers which give rise to a bluish-black fruit ca lled a 
drupe. Pagoda dogwood, also known as alternate-leaf 
dogwood, is a sma ll tree that grows to a height of 
approximate ly 30 feet. It may also be found in a large 
shrub form. 

13. 

Bitternut Hickory 
This bitternut hickory is common to Iowa forests , and 
grows to around 80 feet in height. Younger trees have 
a smoot h gray bark that breaks off into sca les as it 
matures. Bitternut leaves are feathered and usually 
have 7 to 11 leaflets. *The b itter tasting nut is also 
avoided by wildlife . 
*If you bite into it fruit you will understand its 
common name. 

14. 
Hackberry 

This you ng hackberry tree , just getting its start in the 
forest , has a long way to go before it reaches maturity. 
As it matures , the fairly smooth bark will take on a 
warty appearance. The tree bears a sma ll , dark purple 
fruit which is enjoyed by wildlife . Hackber ry com­
monly grows to 30 or 40 feet , but exceptional 
specimens reach heights over 100 feet. Only time will 
tell how big this tree will get as it starts its climb for the 
sky. 



15. 

Green Ash 
Gree n ash rese mbles white ash, but the lea fl ets are 
small er and are da r k, glossy green. Th e tree grows to 
60 fee t hi gh and is the most w idely d ist ri buted of all 
the ashes. G reen ash has a rap id growth rate wh ich has 
made it a popu la r shade tree fo r lanscap ing. 

16. 

Black O ak 
O aks are div id ed in to two gro ups, the red oa k gro up 
whi ch has leaves with po inted lo bes and a b itter 
acorn , and th e w hite oa k gro up which has leaves w ith 
rounded lo bes, and a swee t acorn . Th is tree appea rs 
to be a black oa k, a member o f the red oak gro up. This 
tree could eas il y be a black oa k crossed with a 
No rth ern red oak, a si mil ar tree that also grows in the 
Palisades. 

17. 
Black Maple 

Bl ack maple trees are becomi ng m o re and more 
abund ant in the Palisades, a forest that has been 
dominated by oaks and hickori es. They are large trees 
reach ing 75 to 100 feet in height. In the spr ing black 
map le can be tapped to obtain sap used in producing 
syrup. In the fall its leaves turn a b r il l ia nt o range to 
ye llow color adding to an already beautiful parade of 
au tumn co lors in the Palisades. 


