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FOREWORD 

This publication is a revision and expansion of 
the Directory of County and Local Historical Socie
ties and Museums in Iowa, published by the State 
Department of Public Instr11 c tion early in 196 6 . In
cluded in this edition are historical societies, 
museums, archeological sites, geological areas, bo
tanical preserves, wildlife exhibits, art centers, 
scientific facilities, and places of historical or 
cultural interest. 

Until quite recently , the r e h a s been an appar
ent lack of conc e rn about our heritag e and an atti
tude that Iowa has nothing much of historic interest 
to offer. But there is evidence that we are awaken
ing to the importance of local history and its re
lationship ill state and national events. This change 
is indicated by the significant inc rease in the 
number of county and local historical societies, the 
creation of county and regional tourism councils, 
the establishment of county conservation boards, the 
erection of historical markers along our highways, 
the observance of centennials and anniversaries of 
historic importance, and the requirement ( passed b y 
the 6lst General Assembl y) that Iowa history be in
cluded in the c ours e of study and taught in Iowa 
schools. 

It would seem that, as communities get older, 
there is an increasing interest in the past. Iowa 
celebrated its centennial as a stat e in 1946 . S ince 
then, there have been more and more centennial c ele
brations in our citie s and towns. Our heritag e is 
important to the youth of Iowa. A knowledge of 
history helps us in unde rstanding how we b ecame what 
we a r e . Local history has specia l merit in that it 
suppli e s illustrative material which oft en ~c losely 

related to national history . 
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Th e Iowa State Department of Public Instruc tion 
is interested in fillin g the n e ed of teachers for 
c urriculum and instruc tional materials. This guide 
is intended to supplement materials prepared by the 
Curriculum Division. It prov ides information not 
previousl y available i n conv enient reference form 
for teachers, pupils, tourists and all others in
terested in Iowa's history . 

A Guide to His t oric Iowa is arrang ed in alpha
betical order b y counties. Under each c ount y will 
be found the names of all known societies, museums, 
landmarks, sites, and f a c ilities within the count y , 
also listed in alphabeti c al order. The location map 
included will be of help in lo c ating counties or 
are as geographically , and may be used in planning 
tours or field trips. An index has b e en added to 
aid in identifying and determining the location of 
points of interest and in contacting historical so
cieties or organizations. 

The 66 pages listing historical societies, 
organizations, museums, h istoric sites and land
marks, natural areas, and other facilities are not 
numbered, since they appear in alphabetical and nu
merical order by name and numb e r of county . A 
c alendar of c e lebrat i ons, festivals, and historic 
events observed in I owa beg ins on pag e 67. It is 
followed by an alphabetic al index on pag es 69-74. 

The information shown has b een obtaine d f rom a 
variet y of sources. An attempt has been made to 
make the guide a s i nc lusiv e and accurate as possi
ble. Any additions or c orrections should be brought 
to the attention o f the Publicat i ons Sec t i on, 
Departmen t of Public I nstruction , Des Moin es, Iowa 
50319. Rev isions will be inc luded in suppleme nts 
to, or future editions of, t h is publication. 
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IOWA COUNTIES 

Location map and county numbers 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ll 12 13 
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County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

D 
Greenfield 

G-4 

rAM; ' 
Coming 

H-4 

8 
Waukon 

A-ll 

Name of Society, Organization , 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Adair-County Historical Society 
Greenfield, Iowa 

Douglas DeVault, President 
413 East Iowa, Greenfield, Iowa 50849 

or 
Mrs. Ray Holliday 
Greenfield, Iowa 50849 

Site of Jesse James Train. Robbery 
Along U.S. 6, West of Adair, ·rawa 

Adams County Historical Society 
Coming, Iowa 

Mrs ._ Harry B. Sickler 
907 Nodaway Street 
Corning, Iowa 50841 

Allamakee County Historical Society 
Waukon, IoWa 

Curtis Webster, Presid.ent 
Postville, Iowa 52162 

or 
Len Hansmeier, Museum Custodian 
Waukon, Iowa 52172 

Effigy Mounds National Monument 
P. 0. Box K, McGregor, Iowa 52157 

Fish Farm Mounds State Park 
3 miles south of New Albin, 
off Iowa 182 

Indian Mound Museum 
Between Lansing and New Albin, on 
Iowa 182, near Fish Farm Mounds 

Ed Wild, Owner 
Rural Route, Lansing·, Iowa 52151 

Yellow River State Forest 
Scattered areas near Waukon 
Junction, off Iowa 13 and 364 
P.O . Box 115, McGregor, Iowa 52157 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Henry A. Wallace Birthplace Memorial Committee 
established to preserve the Wallace homestead, birth
place of Iowa's only U. S. Vice President, near Orient, 
Iowa. Other projects include locating and marking 
historic sites and landmarks; preserving an old 
country school house; holding a country school 
visitation day; building a collection of old books, 
diaries, and papers on Adair County history; pre
paring a history map of the county; and establishing 
a county historical museum. 

A locomotive wheel marks the site of the first train 
robbery in the West. On July 21, 1873, Jesse James 
and his gang derailed the Chicago, Rock Island and 
Pacific train, killing the engineer. The outlaws 
stole $2 ,000 from the train safe, and robbed the 
passengers of their money and valuables. 

After a five-year period of inactivity, the Society 
is being reorganized. The former Icarian School
house, now located on West Sixth Street in Coming, 
serves as a museum, containing pioneer artifacts. 

The farm of Howard Townsend, located 4 miles east 
and t mile north of Corning on U.S . 34 is one part 
of the historic Icarian Colony . The farm home was 
originally the dining hall of the communistic society . 

The 100-year-old courthouse on Allamakee Street is 
maintained as Allamakee County Museum. The exterior 
and interior have been preserved as typical of the 
period. The courtroom on the second floor is furnished 
with old law books, judge's chair and bench, witness 
chair, and the jury box. The original cupola contains 
a working bell. Other exhibits include a Victorian 
parlor, kitchen, and bedroom; old-t ime school furnishings; 
early day medical equipment; and military articles. 

See Clayton County for information. 

Three acre area containing 28 Indian mounds of 
archeolo'gical and historic interest. 

Two-story building houses collection of Indian relics, 
war clubs, knives, scrapers, grinders, arrowheads, and 
other Indian artifacts from NE Iowa. 

A multiple-use recreation area of 5,256 acres. Trout 
streams, wildlife, state-owned sawmill, pioneer farm 
buildings, and unusual plant life, including a low
growing type of Yew uncommon in this climate . 

Date 
Organized 

Incorporated 
1967 

1957 

Time of 
Meetings 

Annual 
Election 
Neeting 
firs t 

Tuesday 
in Marcr 

Irregular 

1964 Fourth Monday of 
each month 

Number of 
Members 

763 

200 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Days and 
Hours 01Jen 

$1 . 00 annual; 
$2 . 00 contri-

$2 . 00 annual 

50c 

museum adrn. 

By appointment 

2-4 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, June through 
August, and during 
"Fall Color Days" in 
late September and 
early October. Special 
tours by appointment. 
Closed in winter as 
building is not heated. 

~ 6 p.m. 



Centerville 

1-8 

Audubon 

F-3 

D 
Vinton 

D-9 

BLACKHAWI<J 

7 

Waterloo 

C-Q 

Appanoose Count y Historical Socie t y 
Cen terville, Iowa 

Harold Holder 
North 12th and Washington 
Centerville, Iowa 52544 

Moulton Historical Society 
Moulton, Iowa 

Mrs. Doyle Anderson, President 
Sandridge Fann 
Moulton, Iowa 52572 

Audubon County Historical Society 
115 W. Washington Street 
Exira, Iowa 50076 

Mrs . Gerald (Mildred) Evans, President 
Rural Route~- Brayton, Iowa 5 0042 

or 
Willis Simmons, Vice President 
Rural Route l, Hamlin, Iowa 50117 

or 
Leon Milliman 
Milliman Insurance Agency 
Exira, Iowa 50076 

Plow ih Oak Park 
1 mile south of Exira on 
u. s . 71 

Benton Ci t y Park 
9 miles east of Vinton 
on County Road V 

Benton County Conserva tion Board 
Alfred A. Hoppel · 
Vinton, Iowa 52349 

Minne Estema Park 
9 miles north of Vinton 
on Iowa 101 and old Brandon Road 

Alfred A. Hoppel 
Vinton, Iowa 52349 

Cedar Falls Historical Society 
303 Clay Street 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 

Robert C. Wyth, Chairman of 
Board of Directors 
P. 0 . Box 96 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

or 
Herbert V. Hake 
Director of Radio and Television 
University of Northern Iowa 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

Nuseum and county historical ma rkers planned 
to preserve the histo r y and lore of Appanoose 
Count y . 

Old house to be restored and furni shed . 

Local history , and data on schools, churches, and old 
stagecoach routes being collected. 

Museum in f ormer Exchange State Bank Building, in Exira . 
Displays of fos s il s , rocks, antiques, early tools, and 
furniture. Special loan e~hibits of dolls, bells, fans, 
and items of pioneer life. 

Ancient oak tree with an old pl ow embedded in its heart. 
The plow was leaned against the young oak by a pioneer 
farmer and left undisturbed. It was rediscove red in 
1880 when the railroad was built through this area . As 
the tree grows, less and less of the plow is visible. 

A 39 acre historic site along the Cedar River, where 
the first settlement in Benton County took place. 
Preserved as a natural and scenic area. 

Remains of historic old resort hotel on 63 acre site on 
Cedar River. Also Indian mounds and natural area . 

Century-old house, acquired March 1, 1966 from Mr . and 
Mrs. J. F. Dempster, (owners of the property since 1945) 
has been restored, remodeled, and furnished to serve as 
a research ·center and horne for the Society. The home was 
originally built by A. D. Barnum in 1862. He also built 
the Civil War Orphans Home on the University of Northern 
Iowa campus, which later became the first Iowa Normal 
School . Barnum's home was built in classic style with a 
cupola to serve as a lookout for Indians. The Gothic 
rounded windows were hand-molded, with terra cotta trim 
from the early Cedar Falls pottery works. The Society 
home includes a gal lery for traveling art exhibits per
taining to Cedar Falls, library, work room, offices, 
period room, displays of items of local historical in
terest, and the J.B. (Joe) Clay Room containing artifacts 
collected during his world travels. 

1928; 
r eo r ganized 
Octobe r 27, 
1967 

1965 

January, 
1960; 
incorporated 
July 23 , 1965 

Ded icated 
Se pt. 5, 
1966 

l'larch 22, 
1964 

Dempster 
horne 
opened to 
public 
May 30, 
1968 

3 00 

35 

3rd Friday 600 
evening of 
each month, 
alternating 
between Exira 
and Audubon 

Monthly 205 

$!. 00 annual 

$!. 00 annual 

$1.00 
3nnual; $10.00 
lifetime 

Free 
will 
offering 

$2.00 annual 

Free 

Sundays I :30-4:30 
p.m., May 1 to 
November l; other 
times by apPointment 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map location 

Name of Society , Organization, 
or Facility; ,A.ddress or LocatiJn ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

BLACKHAWK t-Juseum of Historv and Science 
(G rout Historica l Museum) 

(Con tinue d ) Park Aven ue a t South St r eet 
Wa t e r loo , Iowa 50701 

Boone 

E-5 

Mr s . Howa rd J . (Genev ieve) 
Woo dbridge, Direct or 

Russell-Lamson House 
West Third and South Streets 
Waterloo, I owa 

Junior Service League 
P . o. Box 568 
Waterloo, Iowa 50701 

or 
Mrs . Roy L . Glessner 
1005 West 19th Street 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

University of Northern Iowa Museum 
Hudson Road 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 506 13 

Dr. Pauline Sauer, Director 

Boone County Historical Soc iety 
Boone, Iowa 

Archie Sparks, President 
Beaver, Iowa 50031 

or 
Mrs . Charles Hilts 
508 Crawford Street 
Boone, Iowa 50036 

Ledges State Park 
Madrld, Iowa 50156 
6 miles south of Boone, on Iowa 164 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Stree ts 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Activities or Projects . Features, 
Displays, Exhibits ; Other Comments 

Pt!rm:lnt.!nt exhibits on the ~arlh s<.:icm:'-·~ . Iowa ataJ llc.tl 
history , pionet:!r life . Indian~ of low~1 . and L'arl~ 

American arts and c raft~ (spinning . wt..?..Iving, d~ing .. 1nd 
woodworkin~) . Pionee r t.!Xhibits include log c.1bin ( 1850). 
tool shed ( 1850- 1860) . carpenter shop ( 1860- 1000) . 
count r y sto r e (LHS0- 1910) , and dr ug store f!880- !9!0) , 
a l l appr opriately furnished . Coll ections of musical 
instruments . period costumes ( 1850- 1920) , ea r ly dny toys . 
s pec t ac l es , and lam ps . 

Histo r ical refe r ence lib r a r y of Iowa l nd ea r ly Wate r loo 
materials . 

P lane t a ri um (ca pac ity of 65) , wit h l ec t u r es every Sa turday 
a t 2 : 30 p. m. Film f ea t ures shown on Sat u r d3ys and 
Sundays a t 3: 15 p.m., Novembe r through Nay . 

Gui ded t ou rs Tuesda y through Frida y , 1- 5 p. m.; Saturdays, 
10-11: 30 a .m.; other time s for groups of 20 or mor e by 
advance appointment. 

Fine example of early Victorian architecture ( 1861). 
Originally cost ing $5 , 878.83, the house is one of the 
three oldest still standing in Black Hawk County . It 
has been restored and furnished in t ypi cal Victorian 
decor. The property is owned by the Peoples Mutual 
Savings and Loan and leased to the Jun i or Service League 
which is responsible f o r restoration and maintenance. 
Tours for groups of 5 or more by a ppointment. 

Outstanding geology collection; displays on U. S . and 
Iowa history, Ame r ican Indians, and non- Western 
cultures; exhibits of mamma ls , bi rd s, reptile s, fish, and 
world-wide co llection of shells , coral s, and sponges . 
Special programs availab l e to schoo l groups by advance 
appointment. 

Hickory Gr ove Schoo l, a typical small country school in 
Boone County, has been moved to the Don Williams Recreatim 
Area, and furnished as it was in t he 192Q1s . Spec ial 
tours of the Kate Shelley a r ea and archeological sites. 

Other activities include the marking of historic 
sites, publishing historical material, preserving 
public records and materials on local history, and 
displaying historic relics. 

One of Iowa 's first state parks . The high cliffs and 
ledges above the Des Moines River were a popular spot 
for Indian councils and pow- wows . Nature tra ils over 
sandstone bluffs and through areas of natural beauty . 
Wide varie ty of birds and plant life, with some r are 
species . The State Conservation Commiss i on Is Wildlife 
Research and Exhibit Stati on adjoins the park . The zoo 
con tains wildlife native to Iowa . Indian mounds a r e 
within hiking distance. 

D te 
Organized 

rliUUded in 
I 't 3 b:
Hcnry W. 
c.rout: 
opened t(' 

tilL' pui.Jlic 
,\ugust 30 , 
lqS6 

Completed in 
1861; re
stored in 
1963 

1893 

Novembe r 8, 
1966 

Dedicated 
~ovember 9, 
1924 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

328 

Dues or 
.Admission 

Fee 

Days and 
Hours Open 

Fr ee Tuesday through Friday 
l - 5 p .m. Saturday , 10 
a . m.- 4 p .m. Cl osed 
Nonday , ho lidays , and 
Dec ember 24 

Fr ee Saturday and Sunday, 
l-4 p.m., October 
through May. Also 
open during summer 
on Thursday, l-4 p.m. 

Free Monday through 
Friday, l - 5 p .m. 
during academic 
year . Closed 
during vacations 

$2 . 00 
annua 1; 
$5 . 00 
family 

Wildlife exhibit 
open from lst Sunday 
in May until last 
Sunday in October, 
10 a .m.-7 p .m. 
da il y . 



Waverly 

C-9 

I BUCHANAN 

10 

Independence 

C-10 

BUENA VISTA 

II 

Storm Lake 

C-3 

~ 
L_j 

Allison 

C-8 

Rockwe 11 City 

D-4 

Br eme r Count y Hi s t or ical Soc i e t y 
402 We s t Br eme r Avenue 
Waverl y , Iowa 5067 7 

J , W. (Bill) Lyne s , President 
Plainfield, I owa 50666 

or 
Mrs . Delbert Shepard, Museum Direc tor 
211 Second Street, S . W. 
Waverly, Iowa 50677 

Buchanan County Historical Society 
Independence, Iowa 

Dayton H. Winter, President 
405 Eighth Avenue, s . w. 
Independence, Iowa 50644 

Rush Park 
West edge of Independence, I owa 
on U. S . 20 

Westbur g No. 7 Community Center 
and Museum 
2 miles W of Independence, I owa 
on U.S . 20, then 4 miles S , H 
miles W, and 1 mile S 

Harry J. Circus, Owner 
Route 3, Independence, Ia . 50644 

Buena Vista County Historical Society 
Storm Lake, Iowa 

Franklin Halverson, President 
Sioux Rapids, Iowa 50585 

or 
Inez Young, Treasure r 
Storm Lake Public Library 
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

Butle r Count y Histo r ical Society 
Allison, Iowa 

Ben B. Westendorf, Pr esident 
303 Sixth St . , Allison, Iowa 50602 

or 
Mrs . w. C. Shepard, Historian 
Allison , Iowa 50602 

Calhoun Count y Hi s t ~ rical Societ y 
514 Court Street. Rockwell City, I owa 

Museum loca t ed in Wave r ly House, the firs t ho t el and stage 
coach s t o p in Wave r ly, bui lt in 1856 of nat i ve t imbe r and 
br ic k. a nd the las t o f it s kind in NE Iowa . Ove r 1, 5 00 
pi onee r items on di s pl ay including a 334 yea r- o ld 
vio lin, antique t e l ephones , Civil \.J a r it ems , t oys, qu i l t s, 
pi c tures , c l ocks, boo ks , newspape r s , and c l ot hing . 
Exhib it s of o ld country s t o re; sc hoo lroom; Vi c t oria n 
living r oom, kitc he n , and bedrooms ; ghos t t own s of count y ; 
and o r ig inal Buck Cr eek pos t office . Tour s by a ppoint 
ment . 

Museum located in Buc hana n Count y Co urthouse. Mat e rials 
and exhibits of l oca l historical inte re s t . 

Wapsi e Mi l l, erected in 1867-1868 on west side of the 
Wapsipinicon River, on U. S . 20. Originall y a flour 
mill, it is still in operation . Privately owned. 

Remains of kite-shaped track and amphitheater, dating 
bac k to the time when Independence was the center of 
th e ha rnes s racing world . The C. W. Williams home and 
carriage ba rn are now a ca fe and tavern. Axtell' s 
barn i s located at t he rear of the lot at 500-4th 
Street S . W., and i s now a garage. 

Restoration of Westburg No. 7 rural schoolhouse, built 
in 1883 and used as school until May 21, 1965 . Text 
books, school records and equipment, including maps, 
globes, pictures, flags, bell, pump organ, and desks. 
Building used for community meetings. 

Prairie log cabin built by Ha lvor Ellerton Dahl, 
prior to 1871, near Rembrandt. Now located on East 
Lakeshore Drive, along U. S . 71, Storm Lake . Cabin 
is a good example of Scandinavian type construction 
of a homesteader 1 s cabin . It has been restored and 
furnished in pioneer st y le. 

Summer t 0ur s and picnics 

Little Yellow Country Schoolhouse located on Court 
House Square and maintained as a museum . Exhibits o f 
bird eggs. moths, butterflies, antiques; rec ords o f 
c ountry schools; 100- year old teacher's desk. 

Pi lo t R0ck, pi•meer landmark, l ocated 3\: miles NW of 
Allison. Site o f o ld Fort Sumpter 5 miles SW of Allison. 

Museum displa ying pi -1 ne e r h0me furni s hings. fann 
machinery ; study files o f pho t og raph s . o ld manu script s . 
maps . and genealogies . Tou rs may be arranged. 

Eugene Newhou se. President Ear ly i n 1968, the ol d West School in Roc kwell 
Na rth First Street . Rockwell Cit y . Iowa City was purchased . This 2-story brick building 
50579 or is being converted to house the count y museum, 
Mrs. Ruth Ridge , Secretary and will provide rooms for workshops and 
314 Jones Street , Rockwell Cit y , Ia. 50579 meetings. 

November 
1958 

1961 

August 11, 
1960 

1956 

Oc t ober. 
1956 ; i n
corpo r a ted 
196 2 

Ann ual 
me e t ing 
fir s t 
Tue sday 
in May 

Fourth 
Tuesday 
of each 
month, ex
cept June, 
July, and 
August 

Third Thursda y 
of month 

March, Ha y·, and 
September 

7 : 00 p. m .. 
Fourth 
Tuesda y o f 
each month 

650 

125 

175 

140 

13 0 

$ 1 . 00 
3.nnua l 

SOc museum 
admission; 
children 
over age 14, 
25c 

$1.00 

annual 

$1.00 annual; 
$100.00 life 
membership 

Voluntary 
contri 
butions 
accepted 

$ 1.00 annual 

Donations 
accepted 

$ 1. 00 annual 

Free 

l 

Tuesday , Th ur sday , 
and Sunday , 2- 4 
p.m. Ma y through 
Oc tober 

2-4 p.m . , Second 
and Third Friday 
of month 

2-4 p.m., Sunday, 
June through October; 
open at other times 
upon request 

Cabin open Sunday 
2- 5 p.m . ; f r om 
Memorial Day to 
Labor Day , and by 
special arrange
ment 

Thursda y af~ernoon 
during surraner; 
o ther times by 
appointment 

Nuseum open 
2- 5 p . m. 
Saturda y and 
Sunday . Ma y 
t o Oc t ober: 
o ther times by 
app'1intment 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

rl 
~ 
Carroll 

E-3 

~ 
~ 
Atlantic 

G-3 

~ 
~ 

Tipton 

E-12 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Carro ll Coun t y Historical Societ y 
Carro 11, Iowa 

William Fergensen. Pres i dent 
Glidden, Iowa 51443 

Holstein-Friesian Museum 
507 Main (on Iowa 141), Manning, Iowa 

Melvin Scholl 
Manning, Iowa 51455 

Pioneer Farm Museum 
2 miles E and 4 miles N of Glidden, Iowa 

Darwin Thede, Owner 
Glidden, Iowa 51443 

Cass County Historical Societ y 
Atlantic, Iowa 

Rez Powers, President 
Griswold, Iowa 51535 

Lewis Town and Country Boosters 
Lewis, Iowa 

Frank Berry. Lewis, Iowa 51544 
or 

R.K. Breckerbaumer . Lewis , Ia . 51544 

Ceda r County Historical Society 
Tipton , Iowa 

Mr. Arthur Fisher, President 
Lowden, Iowa 52255 

or 
Mrs. Ina Barewald, Secretary 
Cedar Count y Courthouse 
Tipton, Iowa 52772 

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 
West Branch, Iowa 52358 

Dr. Franz G. Lassner, Director 
or 

Mrs. Glennie C. Murray, Historian 

Activities or Projects , Features, 
Displays, Exhibits ; Other Comments 

Fa rm stead museum planned near Swan Lake Park. 

Only Holstein museum in Ame r ica features an tiques 
and memorabilia donated by breeders o f the b lack and 
whi te cows, the most popular dairy animal in the world. 
Items include the neck chain ~ f the late Co llege 
Ormsly Bu rke , ho lder of the lifetime reco rd for milk 
product ion-- 334,000 pounds. 

Cass Count y Museum, sou th side of Main. Griswold . 

Schoolhouse Museum. in Sunnyside Park. Atlantic. 

Promote historic sites in area , including the 1856-
1860 Mo rmon Trails (s t i ll visib le ) across the county 
(Handcart Trail marker and replica of wooden handcart 
in Lewis City Park) , Old Stone House ( a station ~n the 
Underground Railroad), Civil War Army Barracks, old 
Ferry Hous e . and the original Cas s Coun t y Courthouse. 

Cedar Coun t y Historical Review published annuall y . 
Landmarks and historic sites include Tipton Union Schoo l. 
121 East Second Street, Tipton, the first free g raded 
school including a high schoo l west o f the Mississippi 
River , C?ns tructed in 1853; the Henry Hardman Horne, SE 
of Tipton, site of the first court, the first school, 
and the first church services in Cedar Coun t y (marked 
by boulder erected by Soc iety); and William Maxon Home , 
NE of Spr ingdale, used as winter quarters by John 
Brown and some o f his men in 1857-1858 (marked by boulder 
erected by D.A.R. ). 

Museum includes public papers, personal correspondence, 
books , manuscripts, audiovisual materials, and 
memorabilia of former President Herbert Clark Hoover. 
Pr esidential Library (operated by the National Archives 
and Records Service ), with book collection of 8,000 
volumes dealing with the economic, political, and social 
history of 20th- century America; research work areas; 
Au ditorium (capacity 200) ; Hoover B~thp lace Cottage 
(furnished) ; replica of Blacksmith Shop operated by his 
father, Jesse Hoover; and, across the street, the o ld 
Quaker Meeting House which Herbert Hoover attended as a 
boy. His mother, Hulda, was a Quake r minister. The graves 
of President and Mrs. Hoover are in the 33 acre park. 

Date 
Organized 

Apri I 
1967 

1963 

January 1. 
1966 

October 10, 
1957 

Dedicated 

Time of 
Meetings 

8 :00p.m • . 
4th Monda y 
of m'1nth 

Annual meeting 
second Thursday 
in January; 
annual picnic 
last Sunday in 
July; Board of 
Directors meets 
last Thursday 
evening of each 
month. 

1962; Herbert 
Hoover National 
Historic Site 
established 
1965. 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

280 

45 

600 

$2. 00 annual 

Free; d0nations 
a porec i a ted 

35c 

$12 annual 

$1. 00 annual 

Adults, SOc; ; 
Child ren under 
12, f ree; School 
groups, free 

Days and 
Hours Open 

l-5 p .m. 
Wednesday. 
Friday 
and Sunda y; 
other times 
by appoint
men t 

May
N0vember 

12:30- 9 :00 p .m. 
Monday, Wednesday, 
and Sa turday, 
June, July, and 
August 

Monday- Saturday, 
9 ... m.-4:30 p.m., 
and Sunday,lO a.m.-
5 :00p.m., June
Se pt.; 2-5 p.m., 
Se pt ,-June 



~ 
~ 
Mason City 

B-7 

CHEROKEE 

18 

Cherokee 

C-2 

CHICKASAW 

19 

New Hampton 

B-9 

We s t Branch Heritage Foundation 
Box 232, West Branch, Iowa 52358 

Cha r les H. MacNider Museum 
303 Second Street South East 
~Ia son Ci t y . Iowa 50401 

Richa r d E. Leet. Director and 
Re s i dent Artist ( address as sh~wn ab~ve ) 

Pioneer Museum and Histo r ical Soc iet y o f 
No r th Iowa . P. 0 . Box 222. Mason Cit y 
Iowa 50401. Located between Mas0n City 
and Clear La ke on U.S. 18 

Robert Douglas , President 
212 North Fede r al Avenue 
Mason City, Iowa 50401 

or 

Preservation of two blocks of 11 old town"; participate in 
observing historic events . t-luseum. 

August 22, 
1963 

Pe n nanent c rdlectinn of art and traveling exhibits. January 9. 
1966 

Lectu r es and dem0ns tratiQns on art; film se ries; music 
se ries; art class . 
The Hanford MacNide r Room is to be added to the museum as 
a tribute to General MacN ider , who died February 17, 1968. 

Kinney Pi~neer Museum on 7- acre tract contains exhibi ts 
to memo r ialize and preserve the heritage o f North 
Central Iowa . Included a re a fossil collection; ha nd
made farm impl ements: furniture. utensils , and clothing 
used by early r esidents: and a pioneer hand pump fire 
truck. Pioneer Village pr0posed. t~ include c~untry 
st1re . l og c abin. blacksmith shop . rural schoo lhou se . 
church. drug store. etc. 

1964 

Enoch A. Norem , Chairman. Executive Commi ttee 
East State Stre et 
Mason City. Iowa 50401 

Cherokee County Historical Society 
P.O . Box 399, Cherokee, Iowa 51012 

Jewe l Pearse, Washta, Iowa 51061 
or 

Mrs . Doyle Simonsen, Quimby, Iowa 51049 
or 

Les t er and Mar gue r ite Whi t ing 
Custodians, St iles Mu seum 
Route 2, Che r okee, Iowa 5.1012 

Sanford Museum and Planetarium 
117 East Willow 
Cher okee, Iowa 51012 

Lectures, films, exhibits, field trips, preparing 
histories of towns in Che rokee County . 

Stiles Museum a t Qu imby , Iowa . Old Number 9 one - room 
rural schoolhouse, furnished. Collection of pioneer 
items, antiques, farm tools and machinery, and Indian 
artifacts . 

August, 
1963 

Founded 
1941 (by 
Mr. and 

About every 
two months, 
at call of 
presid~nt 

4th Monday 
of each 
month 

16 5 

150 

86 

$1 . 00 active; 
$5.00 sus 
tain ing 

Free 

$2.00 annua l; 
$20 . 00 life 

$1.00 annua 1 

Donations 
accept ed 

Free 

1 

9:30a .m. to 
4:30p .m., daily 
during summer; 
Sa turday and 
Sunday during 
winte r. 

Tuesday and Fr iday. 
10 a .m. - 9 p .m.; 
Wednesday. Thu r s day, 
and Satu rday, 10 a.m. 
5 p. m. ; Sunday. 2- 5 
p.m . ; closed Monday 

Scheduled to open 
in summer of 1968 

2- 5 p .m. Sunday 
dur ing summer; 
weekdays by 
appointment for 
grou ps 

9- 12 noon and 

Duane c. Ander son, Director 
(address as shown above) 

Huseum includes exhibits on local history, Indians, 
archeo l ogy , paleontology, geology, birds, ice age 
animals, African game animals (R . J . Wilkie collection), 
art, and antique furniture. Also loan and circulating 
exhibitions. Guided tours, lectures, and films . 

Mrs . W.A. 
Sanford as a 
memorial to· ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~!!~~~~ 

1- 5 P•"' • , Monday 
thr ough Friday; 
9- 12 noon, 
Saturday; 2- 5 p.m . , 
Sunday. Closed 
major hol 

Adolph Munson Park 
3\ miles NW of Lawler, Iowa 
Chickasaw County Conservation Board 

Chickasaw County Historical Soc iety 
New Hampton, Iowa 

Mrs . Glen (Leota) Dudley, President 
Chickasaw County Courthouse 
New Hampton , Iowa 50659 

First planetarium in Iowa, with demonstrations (45 
minutes) by .appointment for groups of 15-50 persons. 

Meeting place for San ford Nuseum Association . Cherokee 
County Historical Society, Northwest Chapte r of the 
Iowa Archeological Soc iety , and Area Artists Group. 

Old ghost town, Jacksonville, Iowa, preserved in 2\ 
acre park . 

Historical pageants, annual wedding reunion dinner for 
Little Brown Church (Nashua), art exhibits, hobby exhibit, 
flower show, tours. Chickasaw Chu rch (W of Ionia) and 
Deerfield Church (N of Bassett) have been restored. 
Restored village at Old Bradfor d, one block from Little 
Brown Church (inspiration for the famous hymn, 11 The 
Church in the Wildwood," by Dr . WilliamS. Pitts) built 
in 1864, Nashua, Iowa. Ten buildings, including log 
cabins, office of Or . Pitts, blacksmith shop, old rural 
schoolhouse, and museum; old wooden windmill; 
agricultu r al implements; antiques; books. 

their son, 
Tiel). 
Museum opened 
to pub lie 
April 22, 
19 51 

1953 8:00p.m., 
2nd Tuesday 
of month 

410 $1. 00 annua 1; 
$10 . 00 life 

50c Daily, 9 a.m.-
5:30p.m . , May 
1 to Oct . 1; 
othe r ttmes by 
appointment 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

~ 
~ 

Osceola 

H-6 

F.l 
~ 

Spencer 

B-3 

Elkader 

B-11 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility ; Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Mormon Tra i 1 

Inkpaduta Trail 
From Peterson, Iowa to Arnolds Park, I owa 

Dr. F.V. Maytum 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 

Parker Historical Society of Clay County 
East Third Street 
Spencer, Iowa 51301 

George Heikens, President 
Spencer, Iowa 51301 

Rock Forest School 
Peterson, Iowa 

Willard Kracht, Presidenc 
Peterson Lions Club 
Peterson, Iowa 51047 

or 
G.B. Reed 
Peterson, Iowa 51047 

Bixby State Park 
2 miles N of Iowa 3 at Edgewood, 
Iowa, on county road 

Effigy Mounds National Monument 
3 miles north of Marquette, on Iowa 13 

Milton Thompson, Superintendent 
P. 0. Box K, McGregor, Iowa 52157 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Joseph Smith, Jr . es t ablished his first church in New 
York, later moving on in t o Oh i o , l'-lissou ri , and Illinois, 
where they built the c ity of Nauv oo . After Smith and 
his brother were killed by a mob at Ca rthage, Illinois , 
the chu r ch broke into f actions. Brigham Young became 
leade r o f the l a r ge r g roup and set ou t to estab lish 
a c hurch in the west, f i nall y locating at Salt Lake 
Ci ty, Ut ah . The Mormon Trail went through 12 counties 
in Iowa: Lee, Van Buren, Davis, Appanoose, tJayne, 

Date 
Organized 

Decatur, Lucas, C l~rke, Union, Adair. Cass ~nd ; Pottawattamie . 

A 62-mile long hiking trail laid ou t by the Pra irie Go ld 
Area Counci l of the Boy Scouts of America, t o ll :lwi"lg 
the trail used by Inkpaduta and his band of hostile 
Sioux Indians during the Spirit Lake Nassac r e of 1857 . 
The trail starts at the Heywood Cabin in Pe t e r son and 
ends at the Gardner Log Cabin in Arnolds Park, c ros s ing 
parts of Clay and Dickinson Counties. It has been 
approved for use of Boy Scouts for a hiking merit badge. 

Identify and mark historic sites, and co llect and 
preserve items assoc iated with the history of Clay 
County. 

January, 
13, 19 60 

Museum with exhibits of farm machinery, tools, clothing, and 
items from Iowa's past, including pictures. Former 
home of Reverend and Mrs. Parker donated to Society. 

- - - ---- --- -- - - -----·-
Smal~ white, wooden rural schoolhouse, built about 
1868 in extreme NW part of Section 20, Peterson Town
ship, Clay County. Used as school and church until 
1918, when it was moved to a farm to serve as a garage 
and tool shop. In January, 1963 the old school building 
was moved to swimming pool park in Peterson and restored 
by the Peterson Lions Club. The school is representative 
of hundreds of other rural sc~ools that formerl y dotted 
the countryside about 2 miles apart. It is furnished 
with items typical of Midwestern prairie schools of 
100 years ago--old school desks, pot-bellied stove, 
teacher's desk, piano, blackboards, old school bells, 
rollup maps, and old pictures. 

Phenomenal Ice Cave in beautiful, rugged , 63-acre area. 
One of the few such caves in the Middle West. Year
round temperature varies little from the freezing point. 
Several flowing spring s; profusion of wild flower s; 
hiking trails. 

Within the monuments' 2 square mile area (in Allamake e 
and Clayton Counties) 191 known prehistoric mound s are 
preserved . These Indian burial mounds a r c o f a t ype 
unique in No rth America, and are found only in southern 
Wisconsin and adjacent areas in Illinois, Minnesota, 
and Iowa . Twenty- nine mounds a re in the form of bear 
and bird effigies, while the others are conical or 
linear shaped. The Visitor Center include s an 
archeological museum, with displays of local Woodland and 
Mississ ippian Cultures; artifac ts; and herbarium. Audio
vi s ual presentations in auditorium . Se lf-guiding trails 
to burial mounds . Excel lent view of Mississippi River 
from Fire Point . Conducted tours by appointment and 
on regular schedule during summer months . 

October 25, 
1949 

Visitor 
Center 
opened 
1960 

Time of 
Meetings 

Four meetings 
per year 

Number of 
Members 

183 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

$2.00 annual; 
$5.00 family; 
$30.00 life 

Free 

Days ard 
Hours Open 

Sundays during 
sumner; other 
times by appoint
ment 

Sunday 2-5 p.m., 
or by appoint
ment 

8:00 a .m.- 5 : 00 
p.m. (7: 30 p.m. 
during summer); 
closed Christmas 
Day 



Garnavillo Historical Society 
Garnavillo, Iowa 

Arnold D. Roggman, Curator 
Garnavillo Historical Museum 
Garnavillo, Iowa 52049 

Kleinlein Mill Area 
NW of St rawberry Point, Iowa 

Clayton County Conservation Board 
Elkader, Iowa 52043 

Kopp Timber Tract 
SE of Elkader, Iowa 

Dr . R.W . Poulter 
Iowa Chapter of The Nature 
Conse rvancy 
Iowa Wesleyan College 
Mt . Pleasant , Iowa 526 41 

McGregor Historical Society 
Second Street, McGregor, Iowa 52157 

Mrs. Doii E. Bickel, Pres·ident 
or 

Mrs . W. A. (Lena D.) Myers, Curator 

Moody 1 s Musical Museum 
1111 We s t Main Stree t 
McGregor, Iowa 52 157 

Motor Mill 
SE of Elkader, I owa 

Na tural Pine Grove 
N of Vo l ga City , Iowa 

Clayton County Conserva ti on Board 
Elkade r , Iowa 52043 

Pikes Peak St a t e Pa rk 
2 mi l es SE of McGr egor, Iowa 
on Iowa 340 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Mo ines, Iowa 50308 

Ga rnavill o Historical Museum loca ted in building 
erected in 1866 as a Congregational Church. La t e r 
purchased by James 0. Crosby, early da y lawye r and 
surveyor . Also used as a community building . Building 
and contents deeded to Soc iety in 1965 . Museum opened 
to public in July, 1966. Contains thousands of manu
scripts, papers, letters, and magazines dating bac k to 
18th century or earlier; 300 paintings by Althea Sherman 
(a noted Iowa ornithologist ) ; old maps; hand tools; 
tintypes and photographs; bills of sale; posters 
and handbills; and old wills and legal doc ument s. 
Displays of came ras, guns, and model rooms of pione e r 
homes . 

Rare turbine type g ristmill . Retreat for handica pped 
children . Picnicking and camping in ad jacent area. 

40- acre trac t in the Turkey River Valley, featuring a high , 
woodland and lush, rugged ravine of natural beauty . 
Limestone boulde rs, hardwood forest, wild flowers, mosses, 
lichens, and liverwarts. 

Property being purcha sed by the Iowa Chapte r of Th e Nature 
Conservancy, a non-profit organization dedicated to the 
preservation of natura l areas for the ir aesthetic, scien
tific, and educational values . 

Loca te and mark historic sites, and sponso r historical 
exhibits at celebrations . 

Museum in old Library building, displaying a rticles of 
historic interest from the McGregor area. Included are 
Civil War relics, hous~hold antiques, early school equip
ment a nd r ecords, and the famous sand bottles by Andrew 
~ lernens. 

Extensive col l ect i on of o ld mechanical orchestration s, 
music boxes, and playe r pianos, in operating condition . 
Civil War display , country store and post office, gay 
nine ties barber shop, steamboat l ore , old aut omobiles . 

5-st or y old stone mill on Tu rke y River . Other stone 
buildings dating back t o the existence of the t own of 
Mot or include the old liver y stable ( now used as a barn), 
the former t ave rn ( now used as a farm home), and the 
cooperage . 

Na tural White Pine g r ove of 40 acres, the on l y such a rea 
in Clayton Coun t y . 

Named for the discoverer of Co lorado's Pikes Peak . Out
s tanding view of Mississ ippi River and its many ha yous 
f r om SO~foot high bluffs . Indian mounds and famous 
colored sandstone . Trai l s over rugged terrain, one under
neath Bridal Veil Falls and on to Sand Cave and Picture 
Rock . Wild flowers in deep woods and slopes of the cliffs 
and r idges in an area of ove r 500 ac r es . Mississippi 
Valley is co~sidered ~ne of Ame r ica 1 s best areas for bird 
s tudy, especially during migr ation. 

l 1 

50 

1941 Quarterly 150 

1938 

19 51 

/ I 

50c annual 

Donations 
accepted 

50c ; c hildren 
5- 12, 25c ; und e r 
5' l Oc 

Satu rda y and 
Sunday, 2- 5 
p .m. and 7-10 
p.m ., May 1 to 
Oct . 15 

Permission of 
owner re
quired 

May be visited, 
with permission 

Wednesday, 
Saturday, and 
Sunday after
noons; other 
times by appoint 
ment 

Daily, May 
through 
Octobe r 

Privately owned, 
but may be seen 
a t any time 

seen 
time 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

CLAYTON 

(Continued) 

Clinton 

E-13 

CRAWFORD 

24 

Denison 

E-2 

Name of Society, Organization , 
or Facility; Address or Locat ion ; 
Person to Contact and .Address 

Pine Plant ation 
5 miles S of Elkader 
on Iowa 13, near Osborne, Iowa 

Clayton County Conservation Board 
Elkader, Iowa 52043 

Point Ann 
McGr egor, Iowa 

Spook Cave 
N on spur road near j unct ion 
of U.S . 18 and Iowa 13 

Ge rald Mielke , Owner 
McGregor, Iowa 52157 

Clinton Count y Histo r ical Society 
Clinton, Iowa 

Marvin Doescher, President 
724 - 12th St reet 
DeWitt, Iowa 52742 

Rhododendron Showboat Museum 
Riverview Park 
Sixth Avenue· North and River 
Cliflton ~ .iowa 

City of Clinton Board of 
Park Conmissioners 
Sixth Avenue North and Roosevelt 
Clfnton, Iowa 52732 

Mr. and Mrs . Charles Creely, Custodians 

Lincoln Fann 
Marker e rected by Denison 
Chapter of the D . ~.R. 

7 miles N of Denis on 
and l mile E of Sch leswig, Iowa 

Activities or Projects , Features, 
Displays , Exhibits ; Other Comments 

Tree plantation demonstration area for conservation, 
erosion control, and educationa l purposes . 

St ate-owned area containing Ind i an mounds; inaccessible 
by car . From the Mississippi River the huge rock bluff 
is said to resemble an Indian head . · 

Natural underground river and cave with fascinating 
formations. Half - hour cruise, with guide, in 12-
passenger electric- powe red boats . Cons tant temperature 
of 47° in cave. Wate r wheel, picnic area , campsite, and 
souvenir shop. 

The Society sponsor s t he museum on the showboat, 
Rhododendron, conducts historic tours in Clinton 
County, and participates in the annual Riverboat 
Days celebration . 

Old riverboat, moored in the Mississippi River . 
Museum on the third dec~ of the triple-deck stern
wheeler, Rhododendron . Items pertaining to the 
history of Clinton and Indian lore are housed in 
glass display cases, mainta ined by Clinton County 
Historical Socie t y. The 193-foot showboat was acquired 
in 1966 from the State of West Virginia . Steam driven 
engines, turbines, generators, and huge paddlewheel 
shafts are intact . Captain's lounge furnished in 
Victorian style . Pilot's chair, c ontrols, meeting 
room for 80 persons . Magnificent 27 5-seat theatre in 
authentic decor, used by community playhouse groups 
in the area . 

This is one of two pa rcels of land in Iowa owned 
by Abraham Lincoln . (L incoln also owned 40 acres 
of land in Howard Township in Tama County , 4 miles 
N and 2 miles W of Toledo.) He never personally 
visited either tract. The land grants were given 
to Lincoln for his serv i ce as a captain in the 
Black Hawk War of 1832. This grant of 120 acres 
is in Goodrich Township in Crawford County. 
Warr ant 68645 was issued on April 22, 1856 and 
the land was located by Lincoln himself, at 
Springf i eld , Illinois, on December 27, 1859 . 
Patents of the tracts were issued to Lincoln on 
September 10, 1860, in the mids t of his campaign 
for the U.S. Presidency, and sent to the Registra r 
of the Land Of fice at Springfield on October 30, 
one week before the election. This land was owned 
by Lincoln when he was assassinated , and was sold 
by his son, Robert Todd Lincoln, on March 22, 
1892 as a part o f the Lincoln estate , to Henry 
Edwards for $13,000 . 

Date 
Organized 

1955 

February 26, 
1965 

Marker 
1923 

Time of 
Meetings 

QUarterly; 
Board meet s 
6 times pe r 
year 

Number of 
Members 

242 

Dues or 
.Admission 

Fee 

$1.50; r a t es 
for children 
and groups 

$1.00 annual; 
$10 . 00 life 

SOc; children 
under 6 free 

Days and 
Hours Open 

May be seen 
at any time 

8 a .m.-9 p.m., 
May 1- 0ct . 15 

9 a.m.-9 p.m. 
daily during 
summer months 



r:sl u 
Adel 

F-5 

Fl 
~ 
Bloomfie ld 

1-9 

DECATUR 

27 

Leon 

1-6 

DELAWARE 

28 

Manchester 

C-11 

Si t e of Fort Purdy 
Broadway Street, near 
courthouse squa r e , Denison, Iowa 

Dal l as Coun t y Hi storical Socie t y 
Adel , Iowa 

Mrs . Curtis W. (Ethel B. ) Grego r y , 
P r es ident 
121 9 Grove, Ade l, Iowa 50003 

Forest Park a nd Museum 
One mile S o f 16 t h and Willis, 
Perry, Iowa 

Dallas County Conse rvati on Boa r d 
R. R. 1, Perry, I owa 50220 

Davis County Hi storical Society 
Bl oomfield, Iowa 

Quentin E. Johnson, Pr esiden t 
601 North Washing t on 
Bloomfield, Iowa 52537 

Decatur County Hi storical Soc i ety 
115 North Ma in Stree t 
Leon, I owa 50144 

Don Br own, President 
Leon, Iowa 50144 

or 
Dr . C. D. Scott 
107 West 12th 
Leon, Iowa 50144 

or 
Himena V. Hoffman 
Leon, Io~a 50144 

Bac kb one State Park 
5 mile s S of St rawberry Point, 
on I owa 410 

State Conse rvation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut St reets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

A g r anite block marks the site o f Fort Purd v 
built by the early settl ers wt1 o gathered to~e ther 

for protection against Indian attacki a t tlte time 
of the Indian sea r e in Hay, 18 56 . 

Assist in ope rat ion of For es t Park and Museum; Annual 
Harvest Home Festival Dinner in Novembe r; newsletter 
d i stributed to members . 

Five museum build i ngs situated in forest of ove r 400 
t r ees of 13 0 va ri eties, all tagged with names . Ol d 
schoolhouse, built in 1867 . Exhibits include old 
woode n Hube r t hre shing machine, 1916 Des Moines trolley 
car , and o ther relic s . Films on Ch icago's Skid Row 
from the Pac i fic Ga rden r-liss i on . 

One o f t he original brick homes in Bloomf ield, owned 
by the pioneer Dr . Findley family, is being restored 
to the mid- 1800 period . It is located at 301 East 
Franklin . A log cabin is to be moved to the site by 
the Bloomfield Jaycees . 

Fund r aising events, such as old time threshing 
exhibit and va r iety shows . 

Huseum contains furniture and dishes used by pionee r s, 
tools , farm implements, guns, paintings and othe r 
mementoes related to Decatur Coun t y . Exhibits in 
clude school, chu r ch, and fireplace set tings . 

Iowa's first state park includes 1,600 of the most 
scenic ac r es in the Middle West. Rock ledges, caves, 
boulders , and rock formations rising 90 to 140 feet 
above the curves of the Maquoketa Rive r. High lime 
stone ridge , ''The Devil 1 s Backbone, 11 extends for t 
mi le . Wind- blown pines jut over limestone cli ff s. 
Trails, scenic drives, and trout streams . Richmond 
Springs, one of the la r gest in Iowa, feeds a large 
t r ou t and bass hatchery in the park. 

October 26 , 
19 58 

Augus t 30, 
19 53 ; pur
chased by 
County in 

Last Sunday 
of each mon th 

1967 from 
or i ginal owner , 
Eugene N. Hast i e 

March 16, 
1961 

1961 

October 1, 
1919 

2nd Tuesday 
of each month, 
except August 
and December 

2nd Thu r sday 
o f month 

150 

100 

171 

l 

$1. 00 annual ; 
$25 . 00 life 

$1 . 00 annual 

$2.00 annual 

Donations 
acce pted 

Custodian's home ad
joins park. Con 
ducted t ours for 
school children and 
gr ou ps , by appoint 
ment. 

9 a . rn .- 5 p.m. , June 
to September. 



County and 
County Sea~ 
l\1ap Location 

DELAWARE 

(Continued) 

Burlington 

H-12 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to C0ntact and Address 

Delaware County Historical Society 
Manchester, Iowa 

Mrs. W. J. (Mary) Maxfield 
12~ N. Franklin 
Manchester, Iowa 52057 

or 
Mrs. Herbert (Barbara) Gerhart 
Delaware County Historical Museum 
Hopkinton, Iowa 52237 

Hard Scrabble Park 
l mile S of Hopkinton, Iowa 

Lyle Retz, Executive Director 
Delaware County Conservation Board 
Nichols River Access 
South Tama Street 
Manchester, Iowa 52057 

Red Schoolhouse 
4 miles NE of Manchester, Iowa 
on county road Dl3 

Trout Haven 
Hopkinton, Iowa 52237 

Crapo Park 
Burlington, Iowa 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Repository of historic items in Manchester Public 
Library. Relocated and restored Love Log Cabin, the 
first house in Manchester. Plans include Delaware 
County history and brochures on historic landmarks. 

Museum in Clarke Hall, formerly women's dormitory on 
campus of historic Lenox Co llege, started in 1859 and 
closed during WW II in 1944. Exhibits include Civil 
War room, grandma's attic, child's room of the 1890•s, 
natural science room, high fashions, farm tools of 
over 100 years ago, recreated girl•~ dormitory room 
of the 1890 1 s, Lenox College materials; WW I room, 
early Americana, and articles depicting pioneer life 
in Delaware County . 

Most male students at Lenox Co llege during the Civil 
War, were in the military service. A monument dating 
back to November 17, 1865 on the old campus along 
Iowa 38 is believed to be the first to be erected by 
private subscription in memory of Civil War veterans. 

The Livingstone Home in Hopkinton was built in Civil 
War times . In Livingstone Cemetery, S of Hopkinton, 
many of the early Scottish settlers are buried. 

42~ acre tract containing Indian graves. Nature 
trail with wild flowers identified. Trail along 
bluffs to Wildcat Rock, 90 feet above the road. 

One-room rural school preserved as a historic site. 

Ever-flowing spring of clear, cool (40-50 degree) 
water used 130 years ago by settlers. Flow averages 
750,000, gallons daily. Developed privately as 
a pond for trout fishing. 

The first American flag to fly in Iowa was raised by 
26-year-old explorer, Zebulon Pike on August 23, 
1805 from what is now Crapo Park. Pike (for whom 
Pikes Peak was named) was on a $Ov~rnment mission to 
explore the Mississippi River Valley and select 
locations for military posts . Burlington was the 
capital of Wisconsin Territory in 1837 and of Iowa 
Territory, when it was established in 1838, until the 
capital was moved to Iowa City in 1839. 

Date 
0 rgan ized 

May 28, 
1959 

1967 

Time of 
Meetings 

Annually, 2nd 
Friday in June; 
or when called; 
directors meet 
last Monday of 
each month 

Number of 
Members 

100 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Days and 
Hours Open 

$1.00 annual; 
$5.00 sustaining 

Charge for 
fishing 

2-5 p.m. Sunday, 
June-October; other 
times by appointment. 

Open year round 



Spirit Lake 

A-3 

Des Moines County Historical Society 
Burlington, Iowa 

Mrs. Jack Newton 
625 Cedar St reet 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 

Zion School Museum 
l t miles S and 2i miles W 
of Dodgeville, Iowa 

Des Moines County Conservation Board 
Main and Court 
Burlington, Iowa 52601 

Gayler Prairie 
9 miles SW of Spirit Lake, Iowa 
or 4i miles W of Iowa Lakeside 
Laborat~ry on county !oad 

Deer land 
U.S. 71, 3 miles SW of Spirit Lake, Iowa 

B. D. Blair, Owner 
Lake Park, Iowa 51347 

Dickinson County Historical Society 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 

Bernice Bergman, President 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 

or 
Merwyn Smith 
Terril, Iowa 51364 

or 
Mrs . Dale E. Peterson , Secretary 
507 - 11th Street 
Milford, Iowa 51351 

Gardner Cabin 
Arnolds Park, Iowa 
(Signs direct U. S. 71 traffic to the 
site) 

The State Historical Society of Iowa 
Centennial Building 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240 

or 
Spirit Lake Chamber of Commerce 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 

When original society disbanded, collections and 
funds were transferred to the Burlington Public Library 
for custody and display. Library open 9 a.m . -9 p.m. 
daily except Sunday. A museum and historic home to 
serve as a headquarters is being planned. Speakers, 
known as '1Town Criers, " are available to any group 
interested in stories of early Burlington. Arrange
ments may be made to tour historic homes. "flea 
Market " planned. 

120 acres of unplowed, ungrazed prairie noted for its 
variety of prairie flowers and grasses and used 
extensively as a study area by biologists. A to~a~ 
of 265 species in 53 plant families have been identified 
here . The State Preserve includes rolling upland 
prairie, intermediate and lowl and prairie, potholes, 
hilly morainal areas, and moist prairie, typical of 
Iowa country before it ~as cultivated. 

A children's zoo featuring· over 30 t ame deer, seals, 
bear, monkeys, birds, small animals native to Iowa, 
and domestic animals. 

Compile historical data, genealogical records; pre
serve old pictures, articles; mark historic sites; 
sponsor Old Settlers Picnic . Anticipate building a 
museum at some future time . 

Original log cabin of the Rowland Gardner family, 
first victims of the 1857 Spirit Lake Massacre led by 
Inkpaduta (Scarlet Point). The cabin has been restored 
and preserved as a historical monument and contains 
authentic furnishings of the period . The interior may 
be viewed through windows and the doorway. Museum 

Incorporated 
1940; re
organized 
February, 
1963 and again 
in 1967 

1960 

1965 

March, 
1961 

General member
ship, quarterly; 
Board, 2nd Wed. 
of month . 

January, April, 
July, and 
October 

Acquired by 
State of Iowa 
in 1943 

nearby contains paintings of the massacre, formerly owned b: 
Abigail (Abbe) Gardner Sharp , one of two survivors, 
who died in 1921. Graves of some of those killed 
during the massacre and the Spirit Lake Hassacre 
Monument (dedicated in 1895) are also on the site. 

Inkpaduta Trail See Clay County for information 
From Peterson, Iowa to Arnolds Park, Iowa 

Kurio Kastle 
U. S. 71, Arnolds Park, Iowa 51331 

Mrs . Wilbur Gildemeister 
2403 Jackson 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 

Natural and wildlife exhibit, including mounted fresh 
and salt water fish, birds, animals, and a 1,400 pound 
turtle; Indian garments and artifacts; mineral specimens. 

153 

70 

$ 1. 00 annua 1 

50c; under 8, 
35c 

$1.00 annua 1 

Free 

10 a .m . -9 p.m. 
daily during 
surraner 

April-September; 
special tour groups 
by appointment 

25c; children, 9 a.m . -9 p .m. during 
1~ summer 



County and 
County Seat ; 
/VIap Location 

DICKINSON 

(Continued) 

~ 
~ 

Dubuque 

C-12 

Name of Society , Organization, 
or Fac ility ; Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Lakes Ar t Center 
u. S . 71, Okoboji, Iowa 

Mr s . Louise Vander pool, President 
Okoboji, Iowa 51355 

~1arble Beach 
Iowa 276, N of Spirit Lake, Iowa 

Rodney Parsons 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 

Meadow No. 7 (Viola) Rural School 
3/4 mil e S of Arnolds Park, Iowa or 
miles N of Milford , Iowa on U. S . 71 

Mr s . and Mr . LeRoy Morton 
White Oaks Campground 
R. R. 1, Milford, Iowa 51351 

Spirit Lake State Fish Hatchery 
On isthmus between East Okoboji and 
Spirit Lake . 

Jean Holtz 
Spirit Lake, Iowa 51360 

or 
St at e Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Street s 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

The Queen 
Arnolds Park, Iowa 

Bob Buhrows 
Arnolds Park, Iowa 51331 

Dubuque Count y Historical Soc iety 
2241 Lincoln Avenue 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 

Mrs. Kenneth (Helen) Me r cer , President 
1198 ~1t. Loretta Street 
Dubuque, I owa 52001 

or 
Elsie Datisman, Historian 
2045 Bennett Street 
Dubuque, Iow3 52001 

/>ctiv ities or Projects , Features , 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Art exhibits, lectures, shows, Musicals; instruction in 
various art mediums (oil, watercolor, other). 

Replica of William Marble Cabin at or iginal s it e . 
Members of titis family were the last victims of hostile 
Sioux Indians during the Spirit Lake Massacre in Harch, 
18 57 . Museum displays . 

One-ro om rural schoolhouse, built sometime prior to 
1885 (when courthouse records start) in Neadow Town 
ship, Clay County. Preserved and furnished with desks, 
blackboards, books, m3p racks, organ, and o ld schoo l 
records . Initials and names carved on desks. Wooden 
pegs and square iron nails used in construc tion. 

Displays of Indian bones , arrowheads, s t one hammers, 
lithogr aph stones, antique farm equipment, hair 
pictures , old skates, irons, and horsehide,coats. 
Indian burial mound on premises . 

Fish factory or hatchery in operation over 60 years. 
Brood fish (walleye and northern pike) a re brought 
here for stripping and may be seen in holding pens . 
The entire process of fertilization and the hatching 
of the '1f r yn are explained to vis itor s. Slide show on 
spawning techniques . Live Iowa game fish on display 
in hatchery aquaria. 

In Bio logy Building, scientific studies and investiga 
tions are under way constantly to improve fish manage 
ment techn iques and angling success . Biologist on 
hand to explain the operation t o groups. 

Historic old passenger boat, • the flagship of the Iowa 
Great Lakes Navy , 11 cruises on West Okoboji Lake, one of 
the few blue w~ter lakes in the world. Commentar y 
during the ride on the hist ory of the region and the 
old boat itself . 

Monthly lectures, old fashioned ice cream socia l on 
July 4th, annua l Christmas party, educational school 
tours on Dubuque history, mar king historic sites i n 
Dubuque Count y , making tape recordings, and publishing 
11 Dubuque: Its History and Background . 11 

Ham House, a 22- room Vic torian mansion located 3t 
the entrance to Eagle Po i nt Pa rk has been restored and 
serves as a museum display ing Indian artifacts, costumes , 
and pioneer and industrial items. Exhibits include 
Indian Rooms, River Boat Room, Cl o thing Rooms, 
Yesteryear Room, WW I Room , John Deere Room, and 
natural history.. 11William Neuman 11 two-room 1827 log 
cabin, r epu tedly the oldest building still standing in 
Iowa , has been removed from its orig i nal s it e and 
restored. It is now located on the grounds of Ham 
House Museum, as is an old railroad caboose . Restoratio~ 

of the Humke one-room rural schoolhouse is under way~ 

Date 
Organi zed 

1965 

1967 

Hoved to 
present 
location 
April 22, 
1962 

1879 

1950 

Time of 
Meetings 

1st Monday of 
month during 
summer 

Number of 
Members 

250 

7:30 p.m., 2nd 550 
and 4th Wednesday 
of month. 

Dues or 
/>dmission 

Fee 

$5.00, in
dividual; $8 . 00 , 
coup le; $10 .00 , 
family 

Donations 
accepted 

$1. 00 

Days and 
Hours Open 

Gal l e r y , 1- 5 p .m. 
during June , July , 
and August 

Daily during summer 

Daily during s ummer; 
other times by re
quest 

Summer months 

$3.00, annual; 
$5. 00, family; 
$25 . 00 sustain ing; 
$100.00, life 

SOc ; children, 
25c 

8 a.m.- 5 p .m. 
daily except 
Monday, from 
Memorial Day to 
Labor Day 



~ 
~ 
Estherville 

A-4 

l 
Dyersville Historical Society 
Dyersville, Iowa 

Ray Goedken, President 
Dyersville, Iowa 52040 

Fourth Street Elevator or 
Fenelon Place Inclined Railway 
West Fourth and Bluff Streets 
Dubuque, Iowa 

Grave of Julien DuBuque 
S of Dubuqu e , Iowa, beyond 
the end of Rowan Stree t 

New Me lleray Abbey 
10 miles SW of Dubuque, l ow~ 

Old Shot Tower 
End of Fourth Street 
Dubuque, Iowa 

White Pine Hollow State Fores t 
3 miles NW of Luxemburg on Iowa 3 

Emmet County Historical Society 
Esthervil le, Iowa 
Mi ss Ivadell Ross 
1724 North Six th Street 
Estherville, Iowa 51334 

Estherville Mete~rite 
1\ miles N of Estherville, Iowa 

Col l ect small items, letters, documents, pictures, and 
other historical articles . Housed in Dyersville Public 
Library. 

An inclined railway cable car that runs to the summit 
of a 300-foot bluff, Built in 1882 to relieve the 
horses and pedes trians from having to climb the 
staggering hill . From the platform at the summit is 
an unobstructed panoramic view of Dubuque and environs, 
the Mississippi River, and across i nto Illinois and 
Wisconsin. 

Circular Ga lena limestone tower ere~ted in 1897 on 
Mississippi River bluffs, containing the grave of 
Julien DuBuque, the city 1 s first settler. In 1788, 
DuBuque began mining lead with permission of the 
Indians and the Spanish authorities. The "Mines of 
Spain " were located i n this area, a t the mouth of 
Ca tfish Cr eek . DuBuque died in 1810 and was buried 
by his Indian friends. 

Trappist monastery founded i n 1849 . Typical Old World 
a ppearance and atmosphere. Monks live under the same 
rigid rules o f discipline they have followed for more 
than 1,300 yea rs. Most of the s tone buildings, of 
Victorian Go thic architecture, were built around 
1875 . 

Old stone and brick shot tower, constructed in 1855 , 
to make lead pellets or shot, formed by dropping 
molten lead through screens and into vats of water at 
the bottom of the tower. Later us ed by a lumber 
company as a lookout t ower to site rafts on the river. 
The tower was gutted by a di sastrous fire in 1911, but 
has been restored. 

Abou t 15 per cent of the original area of what is now 
Iowa was forest land . rt has been estimated that about 
40 per cent of this original timber is still present. 
Of course, trul y v irgin woods, not cut over or grazed, 
are rare . This timber is a survival of the northern 
forest dating back to g lacial times . It is the largest 
remaining stand of white pine in Iowa, with many trees 
over 200 years old in an undeveloped area of 650 acres . 
Spring fed streams, dense forest, limestone bluffs , and 
hillsides covered with Canadian Yew reminiscent of t he 
far north country. 

Restored country schoolhouse, appropriately furnished , 
located at 1800 Third Avenue S in Estherville . 

On May 10, 1879 a 431 pound meteorite fell on the 

1960 

June 11, 
19f4 

Sever Lee farm. A marker is located on the NE~ of Section 
35, Township lOON of Range 34, Emmet County, 482 feet 
away from the fall. The meteorite, one of the largest 
falls on record, exploCed and broke int o 3 large pieces 
now in muse~~s in widely separated cities of the wo~ld. 
Smaller fragment s may be seen in the Estherville Public 
Library and the State Historical Building in Des Moines . 

No regular 
time 

September 

25 

250 

$1.00 annual 

$3.00, annual! 
$30.00, life 

Visitors 
welcome on 
weekdays 

Open by a ppoi ntment 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

(Continued) 

FAYETTE 

33 

West Union 

B-10 

Charles City 

B-8 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility ; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Fort Defiance State Park 
1 mile SW of Estherville, Iowa 
on Iowa 245 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut St reets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Okaman pedan State Park 
3 miles NE of Dolliver, Iowa 
on count y road 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Montauk 
Clennont, Iowa 

Historical Governor Larrabee 
Horne, Inc. 
Henry Follett, Secretary 
Clermont, Iowa 51029 

Birthplace of the Farm Tractor 
Charles City , Iowa 

Floyd County Historical Society 
107 North Main Str eet 
Charles City, Iowa 50616 

J. E. Waggoner 
601 Fifth Avenue 
Charles City, Iowa 506 16 

or 
Mrs . George A. (Cecilia) Blake, 
Historian, 506 North Jackson Street 
Charles City, Iowa 50616 

or 
Charles City Chamber of Commerce 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Site of a military fort built in 1862-63 by Captain W.H. 
Ingham and Company A of the Northern Border Brigade. One 
of a string of fortifications built to protect settlers 
from marauding Sioux Indians, it was abandoned by the 
troops after 15 months. In 1911, a monument was erected 
by the D.A. R. to mark the site. The 181 acres of heavily 
wooded hills support an abundance of wild flowers. There 
are nature trails and recreational facilities. 

A tract of 18% acres along the shore of Tuttle Lake 
(formerly Okamanpadu or Okamanpeden Lake), the head
waters of one fork of the Des Moines River. 
Okamanpadu Lake was discovered by Jean Nicollet in 
1838. This was the campsite of General Fremont ~nd 
later of Najar T. W. Shennan . The government road was 
surveyed in 1860. 

The two-story brick home of Iowa Governor (1886- 1890) 
William Larrabee, farmer, miller, banker, and one of 
Iowa's largest landowners. Original furnishings were 
used by the Governor's last surviving child, Anna, until 
her death in 1965 at the age of 97. These are still in 
the house and include a handmade bed in which all seven 
of the Larrabee children were born, the Governor's desk 
and papers, chairs, tables, glass cases, paintings and 
statuary, table service, a cast iron kitchen stove, and 
floor coverings. Large statues of Civil War heroes, and 
hundreds of trees planted by the Governor, are on the SO
acre estate . Descendants of Governor Larrabee arranged 
for the property to be open to the public. Escorted tours 
with guides are available . 

Charles w. Hart and Charles H. Parr began 
building stationary gasoline engines in 1896 
and started experimenting with machines to be 
used in farming. The new name 11 tractor 11 was coined 
(from traction moto r s) and the tractor industry 
founded in 1901 by the Hart-Parr Company . A 
1913 model tractor under plexiglass is on display 
on the courthouse grounds. Oliver Corporation, 
successor to Hart - Parr , offers conducted tours 
of the plant every weekday at 10 a.m . 

Writing biogr aphies of local residents. History 
of the Society in preparation. 

Museum (John C. Legal, Jr., donor) preserves a 
drug and grocery store dating back to 1873, and 
purchased by John C. Legal, Sr. in 1884. Collections 
of pharmaceutical equipment of the 1890's; quaint 
medicines and remedies; prescription counter with 
rare balances and pill machines; botanical drugs; 
soda fountain and candy jars; tobacco counter; 
grocery items in old boxes and barrels; drygouds; 
and hardware . Period rooms show furniture, 

Ddte 
0 rgan ized 

1874 

Opened 
to the 
public 
~lernorial 

Day, 1968 

April 29, 
1954 

Museum cpened 
April 20, 1963 
(The building 
escaped serious 
damage from 
the tornado 
that struck 
Charles City on 
Wed . , May 15, 
1Q6R) 

Time of 
Meetings 

Quarterly 

Number of 
Members 

500 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

$1.00 annual; 
$20.00 life 

SOc; children, 
lOc 

Days and 
Hours 01Jen 

10 a.m .- 5 p.m. 
daily 

1:30-4.:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, 
May l - November l; 
other times by 
appointment 



FRANKLIN 

35 

Hampton 

C-7 

Sidney 

l-2 

l 

Girlhood Home of Carrie Lane 
Chapman Ca t t 
SE of Charles City, Iowa 

Glacial Rock 

1 

3 miles W of Nashua, on I owa 54, 
then 3/4 mile south on gravel road . 
Rock is in the middle of a field, 
on theE side of the r oad . 

Mutchlar Log Cabin 
Coeservation Park 
Floyd, Iowa 

Sherman Buffalo Herd 
1 mile E of Nora Springs , Iowa 

Beeds Lake State Park 
3 miles NW of Hampton, Iowa 

State Conservation Commis sion 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Street s 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Burkley Historical Ar ea 
1\ miles W of Geneva, Iowa 

Franklin County Conservation Board 

Loomis Wisner Center Community Park 
4 miles N and 2 miles E of Al exander, 
Iowa 
Franklin Count y Conservation Board 

Maysville School House 
S of Hampton, Iowa 

Brownsville Historical Society 

Randel Smith, President 
Randolph, I owa 51649 

carpets, pictures, books, toys, and kitchen equip
ment in a 11 home of the past . " Old schoolroom, 
blacksmith shop and tool col l ec tion, stone im
plements, Indian art ifacts , art objects , minerals, 
textiles, documents , newspapers ,clippings, and 
reference library on Iowa and Floyd County . Over 
10,000 items. 

Two- story frame farmhouse, the gir lhood home of 
Carrie Lane Chapman Ca tt (1859-1947), international 
leader o f wamenls suffrage and peace movements . 
Marker placed by Floyd Coun t y Federation of 
Women's Clubs on October 20, 1938 . 

Said to be the largest glacia l rock in the midwest . 
This glac ia l erratic was deposited by the Wisconsin 
glacier, the last of the glaciers to invade Iowa, 
more than 50 , 000 yea r s ago . 

Histotic log cabin, over 11 0 year s old , moved t o 
present site and being restored. 

Herd of 50 buffalo . Privately owned, cut animals 
may be seen from road or visited with permission. 

130-acre lake formed by 170- f oo t long dam located 
on Spring Creek. The stream is fed by numerous 
cold water springs that flow year round . Indians 
used the heavily wooded area before the coming 
of the white man. The lake was origina lly formed 
in 1857, when T. K. Hansbury built the first dam 
and gristmill. William Beed put in the long 
dike and improved the property when he bought it 
in 1864 . The mil l ceased to operate in 1904 . The 
dam's unusual spillway is constructed of blocks 
of va r ico l or ed stone, sloping abruptly for 40 feet 
to the rock foundation. Flora native to the area 
provides excellent cover for birds and wildlife . 

Old stone house l ocated on 6~ acre tract . One of 
the first houses built in Franklin County; being 
restored. 

Old rural schoolhouse located on 1 acre tract . 
School partially furnished and being used as a voting 
precinct. Old school well on g rounds . 

Or ig inal ly the first post office in Franklin 
County. 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

fREMONT 

(Continued) 

( 

Name of Society , 0 rgan ization, 
or Facility ; Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Forney's Lake 
2~ mile s NW of Thurman, Iowa 

State Conservat ion Commi ss i on 
Valley Bank Building 
Fo u rth and Walnut Stree t s 
Des Mo i nes, Iowa 50308 

Fr emont County Historica l Society 
Sidney, Iowa 

Ra l ph 11 . Gr eenwood 
Box 218 
Tabor, Iowa 51653 

Manti Memori a l Park 
4 mi l es S of Shenandoah, Iowa 

Fremont County Conse rvation 
Board and Manti Memoria l Assoc ia t ion 

Tabor His t or i c al Society 
Tabor, I owa 

Wanda Ewalt, Pre s ident 
Tabor , Iowa 51653 

[ 

Activities or Projects, Features , 
Displays, Exhibits ; Other Comments 

A s ha llow mar s h where huge concentrations o f 
wild blue geese, snow geese, and ducks may be 
seen during the s pr ing and fa ll mi g r a tion s , 
when t hey s t o p to feed and r es t. As many as 
100 ,000 t o 300 , 000 wate rfowl funn e l through 
the a r e a on their wa y to a nd f r om thei r ne sting 
g r ounds on Baff i n I s l a nd in t he Arctic Circ le . 
The peaks of the f l ight s va r y accord i ng t o the 
weathe r and wate r l evels , but usually occu r 
from March 15- 27 and a round Novembe r l of eac h 
year . Concentra t ion s in the fa ll a r e smaller-
usua lly no t in excess of 50 , 000 birds. The 
a r ea is a l so f r equented by pelicans, gu l l s, 
and fur bea r ing animals. 

Iden tifying and r e s t oring hi s toric spots, old 
trail s , and I nd ian c amps . A building has been 
ac qui r ed i n Sidne y f o r a muse um . 

Old schoolhouse in 12\ acre memorial park at 
s it e of old Mormon s e tt l ement of Manti . 

Hi s t oric Reve r end J ohn Todd Hous e (original 
building built in 1853) has been re s tored and 
f urni shed . Th i s fr ame house , built o f native 
lumber, was a 11s t a ti on 11 on the I owa Unde r ground 
Ra ilway and headquart er s fo r the Fr ee Kansas 
Fighter s and John Br own dur i ng hi s stays in Tabor . 
Sha rps r i f l es we re concea l ed i n t he ce lla r be f ore 
being shipped t o Ha rpe r s Ferry , Virginia . 
Orig i nal f loor i ng and woodwork, ha nd- hewn beams 
and lath, adobe and (la t e r ) limestone founda t ions 
may be seen o Pr e- Ci v i l War l e tt er s , d i aries, and 
pa per s ; home furni shings of t he period . Publ i cations 
i nclude r e printing the 11 Reminiscences 11 o f John 
Todd, a prime source h i s t or y of sett lement of t he 
a r ea , border t r oubles ove r slave r y , runaway s l aves 
an d encoun t ers with s l ave owne r s, and t he a d
ven tures of John Brown and James Lane. ($2 . 00 in 
pape r cover. ) 

Ac r oss the s tree t from the Todd Hou se i s Tabor 
Ci ty Park. When Jo hn Br own and his men camped 
and dril l ed t here i n 1857, i t was an open, tree
less square. A bronze ma r ke r ind i ca t es t he camp
g r ound . Seve r al bu ildings remain of Ta bor Co llege , 
i ncorpor a t e d i n 1866 an d operated by the Con
g r egationa l Chur ch until 1926 . I t was reopened 
i n 1936 as a pr ivat e en t e r pr i se bu t l a t e r closed. 
Still to be seen a r e Woods Hal l ( 1869 ), dormito r y , 
libra r y, museum, and WW II barracks fo r POW camp 
gua r ds ; Adams Hall ( 1898), conservato r y, housing for 
POW's in WW II, and now an elementary schoo l (K- 3) 
in Fr emont - Mill s Community School Dist r ict; and 

Date 
Organized 

1963 

June , 
1965 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
.Admission 

Fee 

~~ 
~ 

As called 

8 p. m. , 4t h 
Tuesday of 
mon th 

102 

180 

$1. 00 annua l ; 
$10 . 00 life 

$2 . 00 annual; 
$ 20. 00 life 

25~ 

Days and 
Hours Open 

Sunday af te rnoons 
during summe r ; 
othe r times by 
requ e st 



~ 
LJ 
Jefferson 

E-4 

~ t_;-J 
Grundy Center 

D-8 

Waubonsie &tate Park 
7 miles SW of Sidney, Iowa 
on Iowa 239 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Greene County Historical Society 
Jefferson, Iowa 

Dr. H. B. Donovan, President 
304 North Wilson 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 

or 
Mrs. w. Emmett (Neva) Schoppe, Curator 

Mahanay Memorial Carillon Tower 
SW corner of Courthouse Square, 
Jefferson, Iowa 

Telephone Museum 
Jefferson Telephone Company 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 

Totem Acres Zoo 
SE edge of Jefferson, Iowa 
Jeffe rson Telephone Company 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 

Herbert Quick School House 
In Orian Park on G Avenue 
Grundy Center, Iowa 

City Clerk 
Grundy Center, Iowa 50638 

Congregational Church (1875), designed by J. K. 
Nutting who also designed the Little Brown Church 
at Nashua (see Chickasaw County ) . The old Tabor 
College Music Hall (1875) has been moved to Orange 
Street, between Center and Main Streets, and is 
now the Tabor Town Hall and Library. On display 
are the bell from the locomotive of the Tabor and 
Northwestern Railroad, which made its last run 
in 1929; an 1854 plot of Tabor; and paintings by 
local artists. 

1 

Named for Ch ief Waubonsie of the Pottawattamie In
dians, who lived in the area fryr about 10 years prior 
to 1846. The 1,128 acres of natural scenic beaut y 
contain grass-covered loess hills . densel y wooded 
ravines, high bluffs affo rding views of f our states 
(Iowa , Nebraska, Missouri, and Kansas ) and the Missouri 
River bottomlands, and evidences of ancient Indian 
villages. The park is a botanical preserve of native 
trees and wild flowers, some of which (desert yucca 
and paw paw ) are peculiar to this area. Sunrise ser
vices are held here annually on Easter Sunday. 

Tours to places of interest in the county. Maintain 
old cemeteries. Country schoolhouse moved to Greene 
County Fairgrounds and restored. 

165-foot tower, built with funds provided by 
William Floyd Mahanay, a native of Jefferson. 
Carillon music is played periodically during the 
day, and a set of four huge cast bronze bells from 
Holland chime each quarter hour. From the enclosed 
observation platform, reached by elevators, visitors 
have a panoramic view of the city and surrounding 
countryside. The courthouse contains tile mosaics 
and murals denoting historical stages of develop
ment of Greene Count y . 

Unique collection of historic telephonic equipment 
and other articles . 

Interesting collection of animals including deer, 
llamas, buffalo, and mountain goats; also exotic 
birds . 

Typical early Iowa rural schoolhouse. In this 
building, the noted Iowa author, Herbert Quick (1861-
1925), received all of his formal education . He be
came a teacher in Grundy Center schools at the age of 
17, and continued his teaching career for 20 years. 
He read law, became a lawyer in Sioux City, and then 
went into newspaper and magazine work. His career as 
an author began in 1902. His best known books are 
uvandemarks Folly, I! '* The Hawkeye, II •• The Invisible 
Woman, " and 11 0ne Man's Life 11 (his autobiography). 

(Continued on next page) 

1 

1926 

Apri 1, 
1966 

October, 
1966 

2nd Tuesday 
of month 

200 $2 . 00 
annual 

Schoolhouse open during 
GreeneCounty Fair and 
by appointment 

Open by 
appointment 
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County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

6RUNDV 

(Cont inued) 

Guthrie Center 

F-4 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility ; .Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Benedict Museum 
7\ miles NW of Casey, Iowa 50048 

Wilbur G. Benedict, Owner 

Guthrie County Historical Socie ty 
Guthrie Center, Iowa 

Stella Baden 
Guthrie Center, Iowa 50115 

Guthrie County School 
Panora, Iowa 

Sheeder Pr airie 
6 miles W of Guthrie Center, Iowa, 
and 1 mile N of Iowa 64 

Springbrook State Park 
7 miles N and 1 mile E of 
Guthrie Center, Iowa on Iowa 384 

Park Conservation Officer 
Box 142, R.R . 1 
Guthrie Center, Iowa 50115 

or 
State Conservation Conmission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Stree"ts 
Des Moines ·, Iowa 50308 

Activiti es or Projects, Features, 
Displays , Exh ibits ; Other Comments 

The school building wa s originally located in Co lfax 
Township and was moved to its present location in 
1933 as a tribute to one of Iowa' ' great writers . 
The old wooden blackboards, double seats, school 
masters desk (used by Quick), stove, lamps, tin 
dinner buckets, water bucket and dipper, old maps, 
and textbooks are preserved. 

Collec tions of rocks, sea shells, Indian artifacts, 
and 100 types of wood; manuscripts on Guthrie County 
schools, churches, stagecoach roads, and ghost towns. 
Housed in enclosed porch of farm home . Talks to 
visitors by the uunofficial historian of Guthrie 
County. 11 

Marking historic sites of local interes t . Plans 
for a county historical museum . 

A rural schoolhouse has been preserved and furnished, 
and may be visited during Guthrie County Fair. 

One of severa l early mill sites in the county i s 
Lennon Mill, near Panor a. The dam is the only one re
maining on the Middle Raccoon River. The Missouri 
and Mississippi Rivers Watershed Divide Marker is 
located west of Guthri e Center . 

Organized in 1876, this is the only examp l e of a county 
high school in Iowa establ i shed under an 1870 law. 
County high schools we r e first authorized on March 
12, 1858, but none were fully organized in Iowa under 
this law . The Guthrie County School was discontinued 
in 1930, but the building is still being used by 
Panora--Linden Community Schoo l District . 

A 25-acre native prairie, set aside as a natural 
monument to preserve the original flora. This is 
the most recently acquired of the four areas of 
virgin prairie now owned by the State of Iowa. 
Sheeder Prairie <,ffers an outstand i ng prairie wild 
flower display through the seasons. Used by students 
attending the annual Teachers Conserva tion Camp, 
Springbroo k State Park, during June, July and August. 

A 680-acre beauty spot, heavily wooded, and containing 
a great variety of flora. Once called King Park, it 
was renamed for a small spring-fed st ream, which was 
dammed to c reat e a 27-acre lake of clear, blue 
water. Miles of nature trails wind through the 
hills and valleys and around the lake . Every kind 
of bird native to Iowa may be seen in the sanctuary, 
as well as deer, squirrels , rabbits and other wild 
life. Because of the abundance of plants and 
animals and the central l oca tion of the Park, the 
Iowa Teachers Conservation Camp is held here each 
year from June until August (2 sessions of 3 weeks 
each), sponsored by the State Conservation Depa rtment , 
State Department of Public Instruction, and UniversiLy 
of Northern Iowa. 

Date 
Organized 

1941 

1961 

1926 

Ti me of 
Meetings 

2nd Sunday of 
month 

Number of 
Membe rs 

40 

Dues or 
Adm ission 

Fee 

$1.00 
annual 

Days and 
Hours Open 



Webster City 

D-6 

HANCOCK 

41 

Garner 

B-6 

Bell's Mill Park 
5 miles NE of Stratford, Iowa 

Hamilton County Conservation Board 

Bonebright Museum 
Webster City, Iowa 

Hardscrabble (Linnburg, Iowa) 
l mile N of Iowa 175, along the 
Des Moines River 

Vegors Cemetery 
N of Stratford, Iowa 

Concord Park 
% mile S of Ga rner, Iowa 

Pilot Knob State Park 
4 miles E and l mile S of 
Fo r est City on Iowa 332 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

All that remains of a once bustling and prosperous 
gristmill on the Boone Rive r is an old millstone, 
marked by a memorial plaque. The first mill was bui lt 
near here in 1853 and was rebuilt in 1867. In 1870 
the mill was sold to members of the Be ll famil y , who 
ke pt the mill wheel busy day and night. A sorghum 
mill is now located on the site of the old gristmill . 

Relics of early Iowa. 

The coal mining town of Linnburg was nicknamed 
11Ha rdscrabble 11 from the fact that residents had a 
difficult time to eke out an existence. Long since 
a ghost town, one building remains to mark the town
site, located in a beautiful valley known as Hungry 
Hollow through which Skillet Creek runs . An old 
stagecoach tra il may still be seen in places . The 
Des Moines River is unique in the area, running 
between precipitous bluffs only a mile apart. 

This 1849 cemetery was also the burial site of 
Indians before the white man came (500 B.C. to 500 
A.D . ). It is estimated that over 250 Indian mounds 
exist along the Des Moines River between the Ledges 
and Dolliver State Parks. Over 100 of these are 
located in the Stratford area. Five conical Indian 
mounds a re located wlthin Vegors Cemetery, four of 
which contain graves of white pers~n~ . 

A monument marks the grave of Mr s . Jno4 H .. Lott, 
wife of the Henry Lott c redited with starting the 
Indian uprisings that led to the Spirit Lake Massacre. 
Mr s . Lott supposedly died from exposure during an 
Indian raid and was the first white woman buried in 
the area . 
A Revolutionary War so ldier, Benjamin Bell ( 1751-
1853) , is a lso buried here. He lived to the age of 
102 and is be lieved to be the only veteran of the 
American Revolution buried in central Iowa. 

Old Concord Courthouse Square, located in a 2- acre 
park with camping and picnicking facilities. For 
more than two decades, prior to 1898, Concord was 
t he county seat of Hancock County. A two-story brick 
courthouse, valued at $10 , 000 was first occupied in 
1869. 

369- acre tract of hills and ridges, heavily wooded 
with native hardwoods and containing a wide varie t y 
of shrubs and flowering plants, provides an out
standing nature study area . Rar e s pecimens found 
here include the Sundew plant and a floating bed of 
sphagnum moss, at spring-fed Dead Man's Lake, a 
variety of pond lily found nowhere else in Iowa, and 
a unique species of red - back mice. Pilot Knob, one 
of many odd - shaped glacial formations in the area, 
is one of the highest elevations in Iowa, rising 
about 300 feet above the surrounding valley . In 
pioneer days this morainal deposit of clay, gravel, 
and boulders left by the edge of the Wisconsin Glacier 
when it rapidly melted over 50,000 years ago, was a 
landmark used to guide travelers. From the 40- foot
high stone lookout tower on Pilot Knob may be seen a 
larger area of fertile land than from anywhere else 
in Iowa . The bird's eye view extends in all directjo~s 
as far as 35 miles distance. The pattern of fields, 
meadows , woodlands, farms, and nearby towns varies 
with the seasons. 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

HANCOCK 

(Continued) 

~ 
L_j 

Eldora 

D-7 

Logan 

F-1 

GJ 
Mt. Pleasant 

H-ll 

Name of Society, Organ izat ion, 
or Facility; Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Timberland Museum 
3 miles SE of Pilot Knob State Park 

Arlo Johnson, OWner 
Forest City , Iowa 50436 

Pine Lake State Park 
N of Eldora on Iowa 118 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Magnolia Memorial Log Cabin 
and Museum 
Magnolia, Iowa 

Mrs . Frank Thomas, Caretaker 
Magnolia, Iowa 51550 

Preston Nile s Pioneer Village 
and Museum 

3 miles E of Mis • ouri Valley, Iowa 
on U.S. 30 

Preston A. Niles, Owner 
R.R. 3 
Missouri Valley, Iowa 51555 

Geode State Park 
6 miles SE of New London, Iowa 
or 4 miles SW of Danville, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, I owa 5 0308 

Activit ies or Projects , Features, 
Displays, Ex hibits ; Other Comments 

Early pione er and Indian relics of the area. 

548- ac re area with two lakes formed by impounding 
Pine Creek nea r its junction with the I owa River . 
Hiking trail s lead to native whit e pines over 250 
years old, and a var ie t y of othe r trees , wild 
flowers, and shrubs . Several Indian mounds are 
located in the park. 

A log cabin, closely resembling those built by 
the pioneers, has been built by members of families 
o f early settlers in the area. The cabin is used 
as a museum and is the gathering place for the 
Old Settler's Reunion held in August each year in 
Harr ison Count y 1 s oldest town. Hundreds of relics 
are on display- - many br ought here by families in 
their covered wagons. The Masonic Huseum, in 
Magnolia , houses additiona l relics. The remains of 
the first courthouse in Harrison County--a brick 
building-- i s now used by the local American Legion 
post. 

Collection of 5,000 items, contained in 8 buildings . 
Included are pioneer Iowa relics, early farm machinery, 
Indian artifacts, antique toys, and dioramas of 
Iowa history . One building is devoted to the history 
of corn. Also a pioneer log cabin and 1856 stage 
depot. 

1,641-acre heavily wooded area with limestone 
bluffs, a 200-acre artifical lake, and an old stone 
quarry along the Skunk River which is one source of 
the geode, Iowa•s state stone. These concretions 
a re usually hollow and when broken open the 
cavities are lined with quartz crystals , calcite 
crysta l s , o r other accessory minerals. 

A tiny cemet e r y , reached by tra il, c ontains g rave 
ma rkers bearing ep i t a phs dating back a s fa r a s 
18 16 ; the l ates t da t e is 1855 . Ol d- time r s in the 
region sa y t he graveya rd was used by one f amily . 
There is evidence t hat several of those buried here 
pe r ished i n a plague that struck the f amily early in 
the l as t cent ury . 

In the SW corne r of the park, t he Skunk River f lows 
a l ong to the Mi s sis si ppi . 

Date 
Organ ized 

1940 

1926 

1938 

Time of 
Meetings 

l 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

35c; childr en 
under 12 free 

35c; children 
10c if • upervised 

L. 

Days and 
Hours Open 

Sunday only, Hay 15 
November 1; other 
times by appoint 
ment 

Open during 
surmner; other 
times by appoint
ment 

10 a .m. - 6 p .m., 
Tuesday through 
Saturday; 2-7 p.m. 
Sunday; May through 
November . Closed 
Monday. 



,. 
Harlan House 
122 N. Jefferson 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641 

Harlan- Lincoln Home 
101 West Broad 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641 

1 

Henry County Historical Society 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 

Donald E. Young 
305 West Green Street 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641 

Iowa Chapter, The Nature Conservancy 

Dr. R. William Poulter 
301 South Van Buren Street 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641 

or 
Or. Paul A. Christiansen , Chairman 
Corne ll College 
}:t. Vernon, Iowa 52314 

or 
LeRoy G. Pratt, Vice Chairman 
317 S.W . 42nd Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50312 

l l 

For 16 years this was the home of James A. Harlan 
(1820-1899). He built the house in 1857 and lived 
here during his entire career in the national govern 
ment. It was also here that he died in 1899. 
Harlan was President of Iowa Wesleyan College, the 
first elected State Superintendent of Public In
struction (1847), U.S. Senator from Iowa , and was 
appointed Secretary of the Interior by President 
Lincoln, who was his close personal friend. The 
cabinet post was held by Harlan from 1865 until 
1866, when he resigned to return to the U. S . 
Senate . Whether Harlan was among those admitted 
to the dying President's room at the time of 
Lincoln 1 s assassina tion, is a matter of dispute. 
However, the close friendship between Senator 
Harlan and President Lincoln was recognized by 
the Senator 1 s associates when he was chosen as a 
member of the Congressional Committee to escort 
the body of Lincoln from Washington, D.C. to 
Springfield, Illinois. James Harlan is one of 
two Iowans to be elected to the Hall of Fame at 
the national capitol in Washington, D. C. 

The Harlan House is now a hotel and eating place. 
It contains many relics and documents of early 
Mount Pleasant and the Civi l War, and ~arlan 
memorabilia. 

The former home of Senator James A. Harlan and his 
son- in-law, Robert Todd Linea ln. The Harl~ms moved 
here, near the Iowa Wesleyan campus, in 1873 . 
Abraham Lincoln's eldest son married Mary Harlan, 
and the couple spent their surraners in this hllTTle, 
with their children. Built in the 1860's the home 
has been restored and furnished with many of the 
original Harlan furnishings and Lincoln memorabilia . 
The three Harlan-Lincoln grandchildren have their 
heights recorded on a closet door in this old home. 

Collection of local historical information (in 
private home). Guided tours; writing and compiling 
material on local history; educational programs for 
adults. 

A national, non-profit corporation dedicated to the 
preservation of natural areas for their aesthetic, 
scientific, and educational values . Loans are pro
vided to local organizations to protect outstanding 
natural areas through acquisition. Financial and 
legal responsibilities are assumed for the permanent 
protection of natural areas acquired by the 
Conservancy. 

The Iowa Chapter promotes and coordinates natural 
area acquisitions in the 'state . Those areas already 
acquired or in the process of being ac~uired include 
40-acre Berry Woods in Warren County, 42 - acre Kopp 
Timber Tract in Clayton County, 12- acre Savage 
Nemorial Woods in Henry County, a 60-acre area in the 
Red Rock Dam area in Marion County, a 17-acre hanging 
bog in Linn County , and a 7-acre woodland tract in 
Fort Dodge, Webster County, Iowa . A Newsletter is 
published periodically. Speakers and programs on 
nature and conservation are available for meetings . 

1956 Spring, Fall, 
Winter 

120 

Annual meeting 103 
in Spring; field 
trips as 
announced to 
members 

Contributions 
accepted 

$1 . 00 
annual 

$5 .00 
annual 

Open during 
Midwest Old 
Set tlers and 
Threshers 
Reunion ; 
other times by 
appointment 
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County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

'HENRY 

(cont inued ) 

~ 
L:_j 

Cresco 
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Name of Society, Organization , 
or Facility ; Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Iowa Wesleyan Col lege Mus eum 
I owa Wes l eyan Co ll ege 
Moun t Pleasan t , Iowa 52641 

Lewelling Quaker Shrine 
Wes t Main 
Sa lem, Iowa 52649 

Delmar Barton or 
Elbert M. Brown 
Salem, Iowa 52649 

Midwest Old Settlers and 
Threshers Association 

McMillan Park 
Mount Pleasant, Iowa 

Herbert Hult, Secretary 
R.R. 5, Mount Pleasant, Iowa 52641 

Oakland Mills Sta te Park 
4 miles SW of Mount Pleasant, 
on Iowa 133 

State Conservation Commission 
Vallev.Bank Buildir.2 
Fourth and Walnut St~eets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Ada Hayden Prairie 
5 miles SW of Lime Springs, Iowa 
on county road 

Activities or Projects , Features, 
Displays, Exhibits ; Other Comments 

Exhibits on a rt , archeology, geology, and zoology; 
he r ba r ium ; co l lec t i ng t ri ps . Joint insec t s urvey 
pr og r am wi t h t he Univers i ty of I owa. 

This imposing 6- room sandstone house was built in 
1840-1845 by Hende r son Lewe ll ing . It was another 
11 t icket office 11 or r efuge for slaves es-:aping on the 
11 Underg r ound Rail r oad to Freedom" , long before the 
Civi l War . The Quakers were firmly opposed to slavery 
and were ac t ive in helping runaway slaves escape . 
Secret places in the homes and othe r buildings were 
used t o hide the slaves until they could be moved on 
to freedom. The house contains pioneer utensils 
and farm equipment dating back to 1834 . Mr . Lewelling 
was also a noted early horticulturist. He developed 
the 11 Bing'' Cherry and took the first gra fted f r uit 
trees to the Pacific Coast in 1847 by ~agon train, 
to start the fruit - growing industry on the West 
Coast . 

During the Mi dwest Old Se ttlers and Threshers Re 
union--3 11 steam fest iva 1"- - ove r 100 large ~nd small 
steam engines, steam locomotives, and stationary 
engines, and a like number of antique automobiles 
are in operation. On the grounds are an Old 
Se ttlers Village with log cabin, rural schoolhouse, 
country church, depot, general store, saloon, 
barber shop, blacksmith shop, wagon factory, fire 
station, and bandstand. Demonstrations of threshing 
machine, sorghum mill, saw mill, and Baker fan 
powered by steam engines. Displays of old farm 
machinery, antiques, and pioneer items to tell the 
story of our agricultural heritage. Na rrow ga uge 
(36-inch) steam railroad--the Hidwest Central 
Railroad--in ope r ation on the grounds . An old-
time tent show is performed each night during the 
Reunion. 

85-acre wooded tract along the Skunk River, at the 
site of an old fishing village and mill. The dam 
was the first authorized by the State Legislature on 
the Skunk River. The old water mill and dam have 
been replaced by a hydroelectric plant. 

This Sta t e Public Hunting Area is popular for nature 
study, with 134 species of native flowers, re
presenting 36 plant families. 

When the white man first arrived in Iowa about 85 
per cent of its area was beautiful prairie covered 
with tall prairie grass and a wide variety of wild 
flowers . About 500 acres (only 0.015 per cent of the 
original area) have been preserved in four state
owned natural areas . Ada Hayden Prairie is the 
largest of these- - 199 acres - -and was the first ac 
quired by the State of Iowa . Other smaller natural 

Date 
Organized 

Col l ege 
estab l i shed 
in 1844 

19 59 

1950 

Time of 
Meetings 

On ca 11 

Boa r d meeting 
lst Monday of 
each month 

Number of 
Members 

Annua 1 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Donations 

$ l . 00 annua l ; 
children , 
free 

attendance 
over 200,000 

Days and 
Hours Open 

Open by appoint 
ment 

5 days starting 
on the first 
Thursday before 
Labor Day 



Dakota City 

C-5 

0 
LJ 
Ida Grove 

D-2 

l 

Howard County Historical Socie t y 
Cresco, Iowa 

Geo rge R. Laub, President 
2 17 N art h Elm 
Cresco, Iowa 52136 

Humboldt County Historical Soc iety 
Humboldt, Iowa 

Mrs. Paul Parsons, Pre sident 
R. R. 1, Humboldt, Iowa 50548 

Humbo ldt County Old Settler's 
Association 

Livennore, Iowa 

Mrs . John Olson, Secretary
Treasurer 

Livermore, I owa 50558 

Battle Hill 
Near Battle Creek , Iowa· 

Ida County Historical Society 
Ida Grove, Iowa 

Arthur L. Johnson 
Ida Gr ove , I owa 51445 

prairie areas exis t in State parks or have been pre 
served by Count y Conse rvati on Boards or by priva t ~ 

owners . o r exist in rural areas along railroad rights 
o f way, country roads, cemeteries, and on rural 
school g rounds. 

Restored historic buil ding and old rural sclloolhouse 
at Howard Coun ty Fairgrounds. t.rhere antiques are dis 
played each year . Spons ors spring coffee and bake 
sale and a fal 1 book sale . Restored log cabin . 
Purchase o t d Victorian period house planned for use 
as a permanent headquarters . 

Old Hi ll Farm , located on the E s i de of the Des 
Moines Rive r near Dakota Ci t y, was donated in 1966 
by Mr . and Mr s. Art Kunert and Mr s . Cla rence Kunert 
for the permanent si t e o f a museum . The mill was 
destroyed by fire ~nd the old mill dam wen t out later, 
leav ing on l y the home. Th i s old 14-room , red brick 
house, which was built by Cory Br own, Sr . in the 
1880 1 s, is being restored. When work is com ple ted, 
the his torical museum will con tain mementoes of 
famous residents, old Humbo ldt Co ll ege, and the old 
stagecoach stop and post office at Addison. Willow 
or No rway No . 6 School bui l t by Ol e Biondah l in 
1883 , is also on the grounds, and has been furnished 
in the 1890 pe riod. Classes we r e held in the school, 
SE of Thor, until May 26, 1955 . The early day school 
house was a lso used f or church services and communit y 
mee tings . A log cabin is ~eing rebuilt. World 
champion heavyweight wrestler, Frank Gotch, was born 
near Humbo ldt. His t r aining camps were in Bicknell 
Park and Frank Go tch Pa rk 2 miles SE of Humboldt on 
the Des Moines River . An annual Frank Gotch Day is 
observed in June. Various money-making projects are 
used to provide funds for Society ac tivi ties . 

A log cabin built in 1890, located on a half 
acre of timber near Live~ore, is used for a 
meeting place and conta ins ox yokes, a scythe 
and crad le, cider press, •.Jood carvings, and other 
pioneer relics . 

The site of an 1849 battle between hos tile Sioux 
Indians and a gove rnment survey part y, marked 
by a bronze t ab l e t erected in 1936 . The battle 
gave the adjoining hill, a small stream at its 
foot, and the town of Battle Creek t heir names . 

1926 

November 
13, 1962 

Se ptember 25, 
1885 

Jrd 
Sa turda y 
of month 

lst Nonday 
of month, 
8 p .m. 

60 

28 7 

70 

$1 . 00 
annual 

$2 . 00 annual 

Sunday 2- 5 p.m. 
dur ing summer 

Picnic lst Sa turday 
in Sept ember 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

Marengo 

F-9 

~ 
~ 

Maquoketa 

D-13 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Amana Colonies 
Lo~ated on and N of U.S . 6 

Amana Heim (Home) 
Homestead, Iowa 

Iowa County Historical Society 
Marengo, Iowa 

Mrs. A. B. Patterson 
291 W.South Street 
Marengo, Iowa 52301 

or 
Earl Myers 
Marengo, Iowa 52301 

Bellevue State Park 
S of Bellevue, Iowa on 
u. s . 52 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Seven 11 old world 11 villages founded in 1855 in 
the Iowa River Valley by the Inspirationalists 
under the leadership of Christian Metz (died 1867) . 
The towns are spaced 11 one hour by oxen 11 apart . 
Homes of brick or locally- quarried stone ; fruit 
trees; grapes; flowers; American Lotus on Amana Lake 
in mid -summer . Tours may be arranged through the 
various factories which manufacture woolens, furniture, 
wines, bakery goods , and meat specialities . These 
industries provide the villages with the essential 
necessities of life. Skills have been handed down 
from f ather to son in the old world tradition. 
Today the new ways are blended with the old. Amana 
restaurant s are famous for excellent meals, served 
family style . 

Built nearly 100 yea rs ago on the south bluffs 
of the Iowa River in the Amana settlemEnt . Con
structed of brick made from native clay and 
timbers cut and hewed in the nearby forests, 
mortised and tenoned and put together without 
nails. Furnished with Amana-crafted walnut 
furniture and authentic and original pioneer 
items--old iron stoves, carpet looms, quilting 
frames, ironstone chinaware, toys, and hand 
implements. A hostess is available for guided 
tours . 

Annual picnic in September held at Gritter School, 
a red brick schoolhouse established in 1872 
in English Township, 3 miles NW of North English, 
in wooded area (oak and hickory nut trees). 

The last remaining log house and cabin in Iowa 
County was moved in 1965 from Iowa Township to 
Marengo City Park. Original logs cut from land 
owned by Henrick Meyer (1825-1907) , who came from 
Germany to Iowa Count y and built a bachelor 
cabin in 1856. Following his marriage, the log 
house was built in 1861 . The original stones of 
the foundation and basement are in the restored 
building. The log buildings are furnished with 
heirlooms, mainly from Iowa County. Included 
3re kitchen equipment, candle mold, rope bed, 
Boston rocker, and old cupboards. 

A beautiful 145-acre tract near the Mississippi 
River. From 300- foot high bluffs is a superb 
view of the river, lock and dam No. 12, river 
barges, wooded islands, Bellevue, sand dunes, 
rugged woodlands, and an old mill on Mill 
Creek . Trails lead to unusual rock formations 
and conical Indian mounds associated with the 
Wood land Cu lture( l, OOO B.C. to about 1300 
A.D.) . White settlers arrived in the region 
as ear ly as 1833. An assortment of wild flowers 
grow in the park, and many ferns (i~cluding 
purple cliffbrake)on the limestone ledges. 
Trees include tall white pines and graceful 
white birch . Birds common to the area are the 
ruby-throated hummingbi rd, and the rarer 
pileated woodpecker and the bald eag l e . 

Date 
Organized 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Days and 
Hours 01en 

Daily 10 a.m.-4:30 
p.m.; Sunday noon-
4:30p.m.; April IS
November 1 

1-5 p.m. Sa turday and 
Sunday; other times by 
appointment. 



Home of Ansel Briggs 
Andrew, Iowa 

Jackson County Historical Society 
Box 1335, Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 · 

Paul Junior Papke, President 
RR 2, Sabula, Iowa 52070 

or 
Dr. L. Hepker 
620 South Main Street 
Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 

Maquoketa Caves State Park 
7 miles NW of Maquoketa, Iowa 
on Iowa 130 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Red Schoolhouse 
3 miles W of Maquoketa, Iowa 
on U.S. 64 

Jackson County Conservation Board 

Sagers Museum 
6 miles NW of Maquoketa, Iowa, 
at entrance to Maquoketa Caves 
State Park 

Paul Sa gers, Owner 
RR 2, Maquoketa, Iowa 52060 

Saint Donatus, Iowa (Tetes des Morts) 
On U.S. 52 and 67 

Ansel Briggs (1806-1881), Iowa's first elected 
State Governor (1846- 1850) lived in the 
Butterworth Tavern (inn), which was located ~ 
mile N of Andrew . Briggs carried the mail 
along the old m1litary road to Dubuque from 
1836 t o 1846 . A bronze tablet memorializes 
an elm tree planted by Briggs in Andrew, and 
a monument stands at the head of his grave in 
the cemetery. 

Sponsors an annual Anecdote Contest and tours 
to historic areas in Jackson County, assists 
in marking and pr eserving historic sites, 
presents radio programs on station KMAQ, and 
maintains a booth at the Jackson County Fair . 
An office and small display are housed in 
the former Salvation Army Church . A new mu
seum will be located in the Pearson Memorial 
Building (late August, 1968). 

A 152-acre wooded tract conta i ning many 
geological curiosities. Trails lead through 
deep ravines with sheer cliffs ranging up to 75 
feet in height. From the top are exci~ing views 
of the surrounding valley . Numerous caves honey
comb the limestone cliffs. Initials and dates 
carved in the walls of the caves date back to 
1835, and Indian pottery, arrowheads, and spears 
found in the caverns are evidence that they were 
used as a dwelling place by prehistoric Indians. 
When discovered by a hunting party before the 
Civil War, the cave ceilings were hung with milk
white stalactites, and corresponding stalagmites 
rose from the floor. Unfortunately, these have 
been removed by souvenir hunters. The major caves 
are electrically lighted . A natural bridge 
connects two bluffs about 25 feet above the 
valley floor, and a 17 - ton balanced rock is perched 
atop a cliff, resting on a base only one foot in 
diameter. The park is popular with spelunkers 
and practicing mountain climbers and is un
excelled in Iowa for its variety of flora and 
fauna. 

Old rural schoolhouse on a one-acre plot. 

A natural history museum containing specimens of 
wildlife, artifacts of prehistoric peoples, 
freaks of nature, pioneer artifacts, and dis
plays on the history of the area. 

This picturesque French village offers tt a bit 
of Luxemburg in America . rr Niagara limestone 
buildings date back to the 1850 1 s . The Parish 
School, formerly St. Mary's Academy (1869), was 
the first g irl s ' boarding school in Iowa. A 
winding path leads p3st the 14 Stations of the 

(Continued on next page ) 

April 25, 
1903; dis
continued 
1912; re 
organized 
June 11, 
1964 

1921 

Founded 
1950; 
opened 1952 

3rd Tuesday 
of month 

280 $ 1 . 00 annua 1; 
$10.00 life 

25c; children 
lOc; free to 
school groups 
with teacher 
upon advance 
appointment 

Weekdays 
8 a.rn . -4 p.m . 

10 a .m. - 6 p.m. 
during June, July, 
and August 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

JACI<SON 

~ LJ 
Newton 

F-7 

Fairfield 

H-10 

JOHNSON 

52 

Iowa City 

F-10 

Name of Society, Organization , 
or Facility; Address or Location; , 
Person to Contact and Add ress 

Maytag Historica l Center 
The Maytag Company 
Newton, Iowa 50208 

Jefferson County Historical Society 
Fairfield, Iowa 

Ben J . Taylor, Secretary 
30~ South Main Street 
Fairfield, Iowa 52556 

Iowa Archeological Socie t y 

Adrian D. Anderson, President 
Office of the State Archeologist 
129 South Capitol 
Iowa City, Iowa 52240 

or 
Mrs . Phil Thornton, Secretar y
Treasurer, 326 Otsego Street 
Storm Lake, Iowa 50588 

or 
Garland J, Gordon , Editor 
Effigy Mounds National Monument 
McGregor, Iowa 52157 

Museum of Natural History 
Macbride Hall 
The Un iversity of IoWa 
Iowa City, Iowa 52 240 

Walter c. Thietje, Curator 

Activities or Projects, Features , 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Cross to the Chapel on the Mount, a reproduction 
of Chape l du Bi lchen in old world Luxemburg . 
The twin - towered, red brick Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of St . John, on the side of a rocky hill, 
is visible for miles up and down the valley . 

Authentic antiques, wall and floor coverings, 
pictures, and newspaper reproductions are used in 
period settings to tell the story of the washing 
machine industry . Beginning with the firs t 
Maytag washer-- a hand operated 19 07 11 Pastime 11 

model -- displays progress through the yea rs to the 
latest in home laundry equipment. 

Items of local historical interest are preserved. 
A Pioneer Museum is maintained in the Public 
Library. Exhibits also include stuffed birds and 
animals, Indian relics, archeological collections, 
and art. 

Bonifield Log Cabin built in 1836 is the first 
erected in Jefferson County, located in Water
works Park. In front of the cabin is the grave 
of the first white settler in the county . 

In Evergreen Cemetery is a monument to Mrs . 
M. E . (Auntie) Woods (1813-1891), who traveled 
among the Iowa troops with a commissary wagon 
under soldier escort during the Civil War . She 
received an honorary commission of major from 
Gove rnor Samuel J. Kirkwood. 

Fairfield is the si t e of the first Iowa State 
Fair, held on October 10- 12, 1854. 

A non - profit, scientific soc i ety whose purpose is to 
bring about cooperation of amateur and professional 
archeologists in expanding our knowledge of the pre 
historic Indians of Iowa. Publications include a 
Newsletter, issued periodically, which reports 
archeological finds and activities of members , and 
the Journal of the Iowa Archeological Society, which 
contains reports of permanent scientific value 
describing archeological camps, villages, mounds, 
and tools left by the prehistoric Indians of Iowa. 

For the first 28 years of its existence, the 
museum was housed in the Old Capitol building. 
Many of its collections h"ave been obtained through 
expeditions financed by friends of the University 
and by gifts. The systematically arranged ex
hibits include a Bird Hall, (with co llections of 
Iowa winter birds, abnormally colored and extinct 

Date 
Organized 

March 1, 
19 53 

Time of 
Meetings 

No regular 
time 

Number of 
Members 

17 

Annual meeting 271 

Established 
in 1858 

in Spring at 
different 
location each 
year; SE Chapter 
meets in 
Ottumwa, 7 p .m. , 
2~d Friday of 
mo~th; NW Chapte r 
meets in Cherokee, 
3rd Sunda y of month 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Free 

Volunt ary 
contributions 

Days and 
Hours Ooen 

8 a .m. - 5 p.m., 
Monday through 
Friday 

$2 , 00 annual; 
$3 .00 family; 
$10.00 sustaining·; 
$50 . 00 life 

Free 8 a.m. - 4:30 
p .m. Monday through 
Sa turday; 1- 4 : 30 
p.m. Sunday; closed 
on national holidays 
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Anamosa 

D-12 

0 ld Capitol 
Clinton Street at Iowa Avenue 
Iowa City, Iowa 

Plum Grove 
727 Switzer Avenue 
Iowa City, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

State Historical Society of Iowa 
Cen t ennial Bui l ding 
Iowa City , Iowa 52242 

William J . Peter sen, Supe r intendent 

An tioch School Memorial 
Gr ant Wood Memor ial Park 
3 miles E. of Anamosa, Iowa 
on U.S . 64 

Pa i nt 1n 1 Palette Club 
Mrs . Gera l d F . Brown 
204 N. Huber Street 
Anamosa, Iowa 52205 

Stone City, Iowa 
4 miles W of Anamosa, Iowa 

birds, and exotic species) and Mammall Hall . In 
addition, there are displays of geology, botany, 
fish, reptiles, amphibians, marine invertebrates, 
insects, and habitat groups . Also Maori and 
Philippine exhibits; weapons, carvings, and im
plements from Africa, Mexico, and Java; Eskimo 
ivory carvings, and beadwork; and arrowheads, 
spearheads, and axes co l lected alan~ the iowa 
River; and displays of museum techn~ques . Courses 
in museum training are offered. 

The seat of the first Territorial Government in 
Iowa was at Burlington, but Iowa's first 
permanent capitol was built at Iowa City. The 
cornerstone was laid July 4, 1840 . Built in 
Greek Revival style, the building was not com
pleted until 1855, and only two years later the 
State capita l was moved to Des Moines. John F . 
Rague, the supervising architect, also designed 
the Old State House at Springfield, Illinois 
(1839) . Built at a cost of $123,000, the capitol 
is topped by a gold dome suppor ted by •i~teen 

Corinthian columns. The graceful building is 
used today to house the administrative offices of 
The University of Iowa. 

The historic home of Robert Lucas, first Governor 
of the Territory of Iowa (1838-1841), and his 
wife, Friendly . This impressive red brick 
residence-- the ''Mount Vernon of Iowa" .. - was bui l t 
by Lucas in 1844 and remained his home until his 
death on February 7, 1853. Although of Quaker 
ancestry, Lucas was a military man, rising in rank 
to become a major general in the Ohio militia 
and a colonel in the U.S . Army . He served four 
years as Governor of Ohio before his appointment 
as Iowa Territorial Governor by President Martin 
Van Buren . Governor Lucas is buried in Oakland 
Cemetery in Iowa City. Plum Grove was purchased by 
the State of Iowa in 1940 and r estored. The home has 
been appropriately furnished with pieces authentic to 
the Lucas period, by Iowa membe r s of the National 
Society of Co lonial Dames of America . 

Collects , preserves, does research, and publishes 
material on Iowa history . Library of 109,000 
titles; microfilms of Iowa newspapers; Indian 
ar tifacts . Sponsors annual r iver cruises in July . 
Responsible for er ection of histor ical markers. 

Ru r al schoolhouse, built in 1872, attended by 
I owa art ist Gr ant Wood (189 1-1942) f r om 1897 to 
1901. Contains reproduct i ons of Wood's paintings 
and historical artic l es . The Log Cabin Art 
Ga l lery and Studio, on the gr ounds, displays 
amateur art. An Outdoor Ar t Exhibit and Open 
House is he l d annually on the last Sunday in 
July . Grant Wood's g rave is in Riverside Cemetery 
in Anamosa, Iowa . 

In the 1930's a r tist Gr ant Wood established an 
Art Colony at Stone City. In 1931, he painted 
11 Stone City", which drew nationwide attention . 

(Continued on next page) 

1857 

June, 1955 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of 
each month 

10,485 

34 

Free 

$5.00 
annual 

$10 . 00 
annual 

1 - 5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Saturday, 
April - November 

8 a .m. - Noon and 1-5 
p.m . Monday thr ough 
Friday 

Donations we l come 
1- 5 p .m. Sunday, 
during Summer and 
Fa ll ; ot her times 
by appoin t ment 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

JONES 

(continued) 

Sigourney 

G-9 

Na me of Society, Organization, 
or Facil ity; Address or Location ; 
Person to Co ntact and Address 

Wapsipinicon State Park 
S edge of Anamosa, Iowa 
on u.s. 151 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Keokuk County Historica l Soc i ety 
Si gourney, Iowa 

Go rdon Hauschi l d 
519A Pershing Boulevard 
Si gourney, Iowa 52591 

What Cheer Opera House, Inc . 
What Cheer, Iowa 

Mrs. Raymond Newcomb, President 
What Chee r , Iowa 50268 

Activit ies or Projects , Features , 
Displays, Exhib its; Other Comments 

This painting is now owned by the Joslyn Art 
Museum, Omaha, Nebraska . The town was a 
flourishing community in the 1880 1s, situated 
in the sheltered valley of the Wapsipinicon River. 
The bluffs above the river provided a fine grade 
of limestone and from the quarries came the stone 
for many of the homes, places of business, the 
church, and school in Stone City. More recently, 
this stone was used in the construction of the 
Herbert Hoover Library at West Branch, Iowa . 

This 248-acre tract along the W bank of the 
Wapsipinicon River includes high rocky sandstone 
and limestone cliffs, open meadows and timbered 
hills, several caves, an abundance of wildlife 
and plants of high botanical value, and Indian 
burials . Hiking trails lead to Horse Thief Cave, 
said to have been used as a hideout by early day 
horse thieves, and Ice Cave, which maintains a 
steady temperature year-round. The oldest 
planting of White Pine in Iowa creates an atmosphere 
of being 11way out West 11 or in the far North . 

Ma rke r e rected in South Eng l ish, Iowa in memory 
of the Tally War or Skunk River War , a Civil 
War incident in which Cyphert Tally, a young 
Baptist pr eacher, was kil l ed. 

2\ miles SE of Delta , Iowa is a covered bridge 
dating back to 1867, and s t i l l open to l ight 
t raffic . The br idge crosses the North Skunk 
River and originally cost $1,620 . The dis 
tinctive arch truss or Pennsylvania type of 
cons t ruction is unusual. A picnic and recreation 
area is maintained nearby . 

The 1893 brick Opera House has been restored and 
is used to present concerts by Tt big narne 11 bands 
and variety programs. The 800-seat theatre 
featured nationally known artists, and companies 
often came ~ the What Cheer Opera House within a 
few weeks of their appearance on Broadway. The 
attractively designed interi or, with its horse
shoe balcony, marvelous acoustics, and such 
memorabilia as old posters and the reserved 
seat ticket board, are preserved. 

An old brick schoolhouse is being preserved. It 
is planned to furnish one of the four r ooms as 
an old school room, and use the other rooms as a 
museum to display artifacts and t tems of local 
histor ical significance. A log cabin, dating 
back to 1840, is to be moved to the site and 
furnished in that era . It is hoped that a stage
coach stop or inn, built about 1850, can be re
stored , also. 

Date 
0 rgan ized 

January 21, 
1963 

August 30, 
1965 

Ti me of 
Meetings 

When called 
by president 

Number of 
Members 

60 

25 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

$1. 00 annua 1 

Days and 
Hours Open 



KOSSUTH 

55 

Algona 

AB-5 

~ 
~ 
Fort Madison 

and 
Keokuk 

I-ll 

Ambrose A. Call State Park 
1~ miles SW of Algona, Iowa on Iowa 274 

State Conservation Conmission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Kossuth County Historical Society 
Nebraska and Dodge Streets 
Algona, Iowa 50511 

William Dau, Sr., President 
Algona, Iowa 50511 

or 
Chester R. Schoby 
R.R . 1 
Algona, Iowa 50511 

or 
Mrse Wayne Keith, Museum Director 
Algona, Iowa 50511 

Croton Civil War Memorial Park 
Croton, Iowa 

Lee County Conservation Board 
Lee County· Courthouse 
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 

Galland School 
3 miles S of Montrose, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Keokuk River Museum 
Victory Park, at foot of Johnson Street 
Keokuk, Iowa 52632 

William L. Talbot 
226 High Street 
Keokuk, Iowa 52632 

Lee County Iowa Historical Society 
318 North 5th Street 
Keokuk, Iowa 52632 

A wooded area of 130 acres with exceptionally 
large black walnut trees and oaks, overlooking 
the East Fork of the Des Moines River. Formerly 
farm land belonging to the Call family, the park 
includes the site of the first log cabin in 
Kossuth County, built in July, 1854 by Ambrose 
Call . According to some historians, Inkpadutah 
and his band of outlaw Sioux Indians camped here 
before perpetrating the Spirit Lake Massacre of 
1857. 

Annual bean supper held on George Washington's 
birthday. Historical display at Kossuth County 
Fair. Plans to form a pioneer club . 

A two-story, 30 1 x 50 1 building, built in 1867 
and formerly the public schoolhouse, G.A.R. Hall, 
Library, and American Legion Hall, was acquired 
in June , 1967 for a county museum . Exhibits 
include a grandmothers' kitchen, a period living 
room, wearing apparel, pictures of early days, 
war memorials, pioneer items, and art. A record 
and research department contains books, histories 
of the county, and a file of newspapers of the 
Upper Des Moines region dating back to 1870. 

Iowa•s only Civil War battle scars are at Croton, 
The Des Moines River formed the boundary between 
North and South in a battle or skirmish that was 
fought at Athens, Missouri, across the river from 
Croton, on August 5, 1861. A monument has been 
erected at this ltistoric site to honor the 
casualties. Sprouse House, located in an 8-acre 
park, was used as a field hospital during the 
struggle. One of those wounded was William 
Sprouse, who later died in his own home. 

Replica of the first schoolhouse in Iowa, erected 
in 1830 by Dr. Isaac Galland in a clearing on 
the bank of the Mississippi River at the Indian 
village, Ahwipetuck, which means 11 head of the 
rapids. 11 Berryman Jennings, a native of Kentucky, 
was employed by Dr. Galland as the first teacher. 
The original site was submerged in 1913 when the 
Keokuk Dam was built . This reproduction of the 
log schoolhouse is situated nearby. 

Old double helical paddlewheel towboat, the 
Geo rge M. Verity, bdrthed on the riverfront, 
serves as a museum of upper Mississippi River 
history. This steamboat inaugurated modern barge 
service above the Keokuk Dam, and was one of the 
last sternwheelers to operate on the Mississippi. 
Visitors have access to the machinery and interior 
of the steamboat. Pictures and river artifacts 
are displayed. Sponsored by Lee County Historical 
Society and Keokuk Chamber of Commerce, and 
operated by the Keokuk Museum Commission . 

Projects include tours of historic sites and 
publications on local history . 

(Continued on next page) 

1959 

Dedication 
October 4, 1940 

1963 

1956 

2nd Tuesda y 
in January 

Keokuk Museum 
Commiss ion meets 
at 11 a.m. o~ 

the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month 

Every two 
months 

450 

8 

170 

$2.00 annual; 
$25.00 life 

Free 2-4 p.m. Friday; 
other times by 
appointment 

Open by appointment 

5Qc; children 
25c; tour groups 
of 12 or more, 
35c for adults, 
15c for children 

$2.00 annual 

9 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Monday through 
Sa turda y and 
10 a.m.-6 p.m . 
Sunday and 
holidays, April 
15-November 1 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

LEE 

(Continued) 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Al ois (A l ) Weber, President 
R.R. 2, Keokuk, Iowa 52632 

or 
William L. Talbot 
226 High Street 
Keokuk, Iowa 52632 

National Cemetery 
W end of Cedar St ree t 
Keokuk, Iowa 

North Lee County Historical Society 
Fort Madison, Iowa 

L~P. Koch, Treasurer 
1207 Avenue C 
Fort Madi s on, Iowa 52627 

Old Fort Madison, Inc. 
Fort Madison, Iowa 

B. B. Hesse IV 
635 Avenue G 
Fort Madison, Iowa 52627 

Activities or Projects, Features , 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

A museum is maintained in the pioneer home-of 
Samuel F . Miller, appo inted to U.S . Supreme 
Court by President Ab raham Lincoln in 1862; 
Miller served until his death in 1890. The 
home was built in the late 1850's. On dis
play are Chief Keokukrs rifle, Mark Twain 
furniture, antiques, paintings, and early 
Keokuk memorabilia. The old home serves as 
the Society's meeting place. 

Other homes of histor i c interest, located in Keokuk, 
include the boyhood horne of novelist and playwright 
Rupert Hughes (across the alley from the Mil l er 
home); the modest dwelling in which Samuel Clemens 
(Ma rk Twain) once lived while he was employed as a 
printer's devil; and the birthplace of internationally 
famous party-giver Elsa Naxwell, at 318 Nort h Fourth 
Street. 

The monument and grave of Ch ief Keokuk is located 
in Rand Park, high above the Mississippi. 

One of 85 national cemeteries in the United States 
and the only one in Iowa. Established in ·1861, 
over 750 soldiers were buried here before the end 
of the Civil War, including at least 5 Confederate 
prisoners. The College of Physicians and Surgeons 
(which later became the University of Iowa 
Medical School) was located here in 1850 and, 
during the Civil War, Keokuk was designated a 
General Hospital Center. Five hospitals were 
established here to care for sick and wounded 
soldiers from southern battlefields. The cemetery 
is still used as a burial place for the honored 
dead of our wars . The 2,000 veterans buried here 
represent every war in which our country has been 
involved, except the American Revolution. 

A red brick rural school, Brush Co llege, over 100 
years old, has been restored and fully equipped . 

Foundations and cobbled walks of Old Fort Madison 
(1808-1813), the first fortification built in 
Iowa to guard the frontier and quiet the Indians 
on the upper Mississippi. The fort proved 
difficult to defend. After repeated attacks by 
the Indians during the War of 1812, the troops 
were forced to abandon the fort, burning it as 
they escaped by boats. The blackened lone chim-
ney remained standing and became a landmark and 
monument to the high tide of Indian power. In 
later yea r s, a replica of this chimney was erected 
on the site of Blockhouse No. 1. The exact location 
of the old fort was determined by archeolog ical ex
cavations in 1965 and many artifacts were re
covered. Plans_ call for rebuilding the 1808 fort. 

Date 
Organized 

1861 

May, 1962 

1965 

Time of 
Meetings 

5th Nonday 
of month 

When called 

Number of 
Members 

12 5 

20 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

$2.00 annual 

$5.00 annual 

Days and 
Hours Open 

Open by 
appointment 

Open on advertised 
Sunda ys ; to groups 
by appointment 
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Cedar Rapids 

D-10 

Abbe Creek School Museum 
2 miles NW of Mount Vernon, 
on Iowa 150 

Linn County Conservation Board 
Central City, Iowa 52214 

Iowa Masonic Library and Museum 
813 - · First Avenue SE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Ralph E. Whipple, Grand Sec'retary of 
Grand Lodge of Iowa 
Box 279 
C eiar Rapids, Iowa 52406 

Lewis Wildlife and Timber Reserve 
4 miles S of Center Point, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
Central City, Iowa 52214 

Linn County Heritage Society 

Loyal Melton 
R. R. Palo, Iowa 52324 

Linn County Historical Society 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

W. Howard Smith 
515 Merchants National Bank Building 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401 

Palisades-~Dow Preserve 
5 miles E of Ely,Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
Central City, Iowa 52214 

Palisades--Kepler State Park 
4 miles W of Mount Vernon, Iowa, 
off U.S. 30 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Believed to be the oldest standing brick school
house in Iowa. Constructed in 1854 of soft brick, 
kilned locally. Initials, names, and dates 
(earliest is 1885) have been carved in many of 
the bricks on the outside of the building. On 
the site is a marker honoring William Abbe, the 
first white settler in Linn County. Mrs. Abbe 
is buried nearby in an unmarked grave. The 
original storm cave, opening into the side of 
the hill, and the spring which furnished the 
drirtking water for students and teacher are on 
the grounds. 

Original books, slates, desks, and furnishings 
of mid-19th Century country schools may be seen. 

One of the oldest and largest Masonic libraries 
in the United States, established in 1844 by 
Theodore S. Parvin who came to Iowa in 1838 as 
Secretary to Robert Lucas, first Territorial 
Governor of Iowa (1838-1841). The library in
cludes works on secret societies of the Middle 
Ages. The museum contains collections of 
Masonic interest, firearms, Indian weapons and 
tools, and personal items owned by Parvin. 

A 350-acre tract, donated by Ira Lewis, set 
aside to preserve the native Iowa landscape. No 
road access. Plans to plant walnut trees · in one 
part of the area. 

Locating and securing information about old 
cemeteries in Linn County. Programs on history of 
Linn County. 

A 150-acre area along the Cedar River preserved 
for nature study. 

A 688-acre area of natural scenic beauty con
taining huge limestone cliffs, or palisades, 
from 30 to 75 feet high along the Cedar River. 
Numerous caves, Indian mounds, and a stone arch
way are in this historic area. A variety of 
Indian pottery, arrowheads, stone fishhooks, 
and other articles, and a molar tooth from an 
ancient mammoth have been found here. Deep 
timbered val leys provide a haven for assorted 
wild flowers, mosses, and ferns. Red cedar, 
Ame rican yew, and ground hemlock are in evidence. 
Marked nature trails wind through the park, and 
from Lookout Tower, atop a high cliff, is a fine 
view of the river and surrounding countryside . 

Museum dedicated 
in October, 1964 

• 
1964 

February 
22, 1965 

Second Thursday 
of month, in 
evening; 
genealogical 
meeting on 
fourth Thursday, 
in morning 

60 

50 

$1. 00 annua 1 

Open during 
SUIIIDer season, 
or by 
appointment 

8 a.m.-noon 
and l-5 p.m., 
on week days; 
other times by 
appointment 

No trespassing; may be 
seen only with written 
pennission 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

(Continued) 

~ 
~ 

Wapello 

G-12 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and .Address 

Palo Marsh Wildlife Refuge 
\ mile N of Palo, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
Central City, Iowa 52214 

Rock Island Preserve 
l mile NW of Linn Junction, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
Central City, Iowa 52214 

Standing Rock 
4 miles SW of Lisbon, Iowa 

Wickiup Hill Conservation Area 
2 miles W of Toddville, Iowa 

Linn County Conservation Board 
Central City, Iowa 52214 

Joliet and Marquette Historical Marker 
Near Toolesboro, along Iowa 99 

Louisa County Historical Society 
Wapello, _ Iowa 

W. 0. Weaver 
Wapello, Iowa 52653 

Swinging Bridge 
Columbus Junction,Iowa 
just off Iowa 92 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

An undeveloped area of 144 acres on the Cedar 
River . A migratory bird refuge and wildlife 
rese~e preserved for nature study. 

A 20- acre undeveloped area preserved for 
scientific botanical study. Prairie wild flower~ 
and plants. 

A granite glacial boulder, which was one of the 
original and possibly only remaining landmark 
used to locate the boundary of the Black Hawk 
Purchase, following the close of the Black Hawk 
War of 1832. The rock may have been named by one 
of the original surveyors. All or parts of 22 
Iowa counties were included i n the tract of near
ly 6 million acres W of the Mississippi River. 

An undeveloped area of 177 acres preserved for 
hiking, nature study, and wilderness camping. 

French-Canadian trapper Louis Joliet and Father 
Jacques Marquette were the first white men to 
see Iowa and set foot on its soil. They entered 
the Mississippi River after coming down the 
Wisconsin River, and for 8 days paddled along the 
eastern border of Iowa. On June 25, 1673 the 
party landed on the W bank of the Mississippi, 
probably at some point near the mouth of the I owa 
River. They were met by friendly Illinois 
Indians and remained to rest and smoke the 
calumet or peace pipe with them at their village. 

Early in 1968, a 5-acre tract in the Too lesboro 
area was purchased to develop as a historic 
site. A museum is to be built near the Toolesboro 
Indian Mounds, along the Great River Road. Five 
miles S of Wapello, along the Iowa River, Chiefs 
Black Hawk, Keokuk, Poweshiek, and Wapello held 
war council to deliberate on an attack on Fort 
Armstrong. War parties were launched from this 
area during the Black Hawk War. 

This historic swinging, wooden,suspension bridge 
was built about 100 years ago on Elm Street as 
the thoroughfare between 3rd and 4th, across a 
deep wooded ravine. It was restored in 1967. 

Date 
Organized 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Days and 
Hours Open 

No trespassing; may be 
seen only with written 
pennission 



Chariton 

H-7 

5LYON 
60 

Rock Rapids 

A-1 

Toolesboro Indian Mounds 
Toolesboro, Iowa 

State Historical Society of Iowa 
Centennial Building 
Iowa City, Iowa 52242 

Hillcrest Rock Museum 
W of Chariton, Iowa on U.S. 34 

John L. Lewis Mining Museum 
Lucas, Iowa 

Lucas County Historical Soc iety 
123 - 17th Street 
Chariton, Iowa 50049 

Mrs. J. G. Garton 
625 South Eighth Street 
Chariton, Iowa 50049 

Stephens State Forest 
Scattered areas NE of Chariton and 
SW of Lucas, Iowa 

James Bulman 
Area Forester, Chariton, Iowa 50049 

Gitchie Manitou State Preserve 
9 miles NW of Larchwood, Iowa 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Approximately 100 Hopewell Indian mounds have 
been located near the junction of the Iowa and 
Mississippi Rivers. Many have been obliterated by 
cultivation of the land since the mounds were 
first explored in the 1870's by a party from the 
Davenport Academy of Sciences. Ske letons and 
artifacts have been found in the mounds. Many 
of these specimens and relics were removed to the 
Davenport Public Museum. 

Old house acquired for museum. 
to heritage of early settlers. 

Items related 
Old schoolhouse. 

In excess of 4,000 acres of forest in Lucas and 
Monroe Counties, set aside for demonstrations and 
multiple use. Since 1937, several hundred ac re s 
have been planted to evergreens and hardwood 
trees. 

This portion of land in the extreme NW corner of 
Iowa, covering 153 acres, is one of the most 
~al areas in the State. Gitchie Manitou is the 
Sioux Indian name for 11 Great Spirit 11 or 11 Great 
Force of Nature . rr French explorers called it 
Coteau des Prairies or ttHill of the Prairies'' and 
English trappers referred to it as rr Height of 
Land . 11 The oldest known rock outcrop in Iowa is 
Sioux Quartzite, dating back to the Pre-Cambrian 
Age, two billion years ago. Erosion has exposed 
this hard pink colored rock only in this corner 
of Iowa . In other parts of the State, the Sioux 
Quartzite lies buried deep under the soil . In 
the 1890's, prisoners quarried the quartzite aQd 
much of it was shipped out. The area was rescued 
from further exploitation when it was made a 
geological monument in 1920. Jasper Pool is a 
deep colored pool in the quartzite. The area is 
also of botanical interest. Desert plants, such 
as prickly pear cactus, and prairie grasses and 
wild flowers a re found on the lush native un
plowed prairie along the Big Sioux River. Western 
prairie birds are common·. Old-timers in the area 
claim that Gitchie Manitou was one of the secret 
meeting places of Sitting Bull and his Sioux 
warriors when they were preparing for the Battle 
of the Big Horn where Custer's troops were wiped 
out. ATtifacts found here give evidence of previous 
Indian occupation . A series of circular Indian 
burial mounds are located in the southern portion 
of the preserve. 

March, 1965 3rd Friday in 
March 

325 

1 

$1. 00 annua 1 

Museum, 5~ ; 

children 25c 

l 

1 - 5 p.m. 
Sunday and 
Wednesday 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

~ 
LJ 

Winterset 

G-5 

Name qf Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Covered Bridges 
Located on rocked roads in the 
Winterset, Iowa area 

Chamber of Commerce 
Winterset, Iowa 50273 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, rxhibits; Other Comments 

Typical nf bygone days are the dozen old wooden 
covered bridges still in existence in Iowa. 
Madison County has preserved 7 of its original 16 
covered bridges , built between 1855 and 1884. 
The oldest of those remaining was completed in 
1871. In 1872, the first wrought iron bridge 
was built in the County, marking the beginning of 
the end of the old wooden covered bridges, symbols 
of America's romantic past. The names of the 
Madison County covered bridges are: Cedar Lake 
or Casper, Cutler or Donahue, Hogback, Halliwell 
(the longest span), Imes, McBride, and Roseman or 
Oak Grove. All are in use for tight traffic (8 
ton limit). 

Earlham Historica l Preservation Soc iety A rr.usuem, located in a town-owned building dating 
Earlham, Iowa back to the turn of the century, contains such items 

as an old horse-drawn fire hose cart, early Quaker 
Mrs. Ted Harris, President clothing, o ld farm machinery, toys, an early 

Presbyterian church organ, old school books and 
religious volumes, bound copies of The Breeder's 
Gazette from the 1890's, and antiques. The Society 
is also interested in the preservation of·historic 
structures in the community. 

Madison County Historical Society 
Winterset, Iowa 

Lloyd H. Smith 
Madison County Superintendent of Schools 
Winterset, Iowa 50273 

Original Delicious Apple Tree 
Near Peru, in Madison County, Iowa 

Pamme 1 State Park 
5 miles · sw of Winterset, off 
Iowa 92 on Iowa 162 

State Conservation Commis sion 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

A collection of items related to Madison Count y history 
are preserved. Dignified Madison County Courthouse was 
designed by architect Alfred H. Piguenard, who also de
signed the Stat e Capitol in Des Moines. The courthouse 
is constructed of native limestone quarried in Madison 
County . The dome, which rises 136 feet above ground 
level, is a familiar landmark. 

In 1872 a 11 freak 11 variety of apple tree was found 
in an orchard planted in the l860 1 s by Jesse Hiatt, 
a Quaker who came to Madison County in 1856 . From 
this original tree the Sta rk Nurseries developed 
the Delicious Apple. Some 10,000,000 trees have 
since come from its branches. An early freeze 
killed the original tree on Novembe r 11, 1942, but 
from the stump new shoots have grown. The famous 
tree is now protected by an iron fence. A g l acial 
boulder marker at Winterset commemorates the 
discovery. 

This picturesque reg ion was once called Devil 1s 
Backbone Park because of an unusual limestone 
ridge extending the length of the park. Its 
present name honors the late Dr. Louis H. Pammel 
of Iowa State University, who was an early 
supporter of the conservation movement in Iowa. 
A branch of Middle River winds through the 281-
acre park, over limestone beds. Iowa 's only high
way tunnel passes through the ridge. This was 
formerly the water , tunnel for old Backbone Mill, 
built in 1855- 58 by William Harmon. The burrstone 
from the old gristmill, abandoned in 1904 and 
demolished in 1913, is preserved in a marker at 
the W edge of the park. 

Date 
Organized 

1904 

Ttme of 
Meetings 

On call 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

$1. 00 annual 

Days and 
Hours Open 



MAHASKA 

62 

Oskaloosa 

G-8 

~ 
LJ 

Knoxville 

G-7 

Mahaska County Historical Society 
R.R. 1, Glendale Road, 
Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577 

Mrs. Stillman (Dorothy) Clark, Curator 
1303 Ninth Avenue East 
Oskaloosa, Iowa 52577 

Marion County Historical Society 
Marion County Park 
W edge of Knoxville, Iowa 

Roy S. Coolley, President 
309 Third Street Place 
Knoxville, Iowa 50138 

or 
C. B. Campbell, Curator 
614 West Pearl 
Knoxville, Iowa 50138 

Pella Historical Society 
507 Franklin Street 
Pella, Iowa 

Paul Farver, President 
501 Lincoln Street 
Pella, Iowa 50219 

Owns and maintains the Nelson Homestead Pioneer 
Farm and Craft Museum. The two-story farm house, 
dating back to 1852, was built of bricks from a 
local kiln and native timber by Daniel Nelson on 
a 320-acre farm. It has been restored and 
furnished in the style of the period . The museum 
building is patterned after a Pennsylvania Dutch 
barn. Exhibits include furniture, quilts, clocks, 
books, antique tools, agricultural implements, 
war relics, and arrowheads. A log cabin, built 
in 1867, has been moved from Bussey, Iowa to the 
site of the original log cabin occupied by the 
Nelson family from 1844 until the brick house 
was completed. The barn, built i n 1856 from 
native lumber cut on the farm, contains pioneer 
farm equipment, vehicles, and machinery . The 
1861 Prine School was moved in 1966 from its 
original location W of Oskaloosa to the museum 
area. This one- r oom rural school has been re 
stored and furnished wi th double desks, classroom 
equipment, and school records . 

A Pioneer Craft Day is held in September, with 
demonstrations of wool carding and spinning, 
dyeing, quilting, loom rug-weaving, candle 
dipping and mo l ding, butt er churning, cheese
making, bread making, soap making, shingle making 
and wood working, harness making, blacksmithing, 
cider making, and other pioneer activities. 

Seminar•s on the early crafts of Iowa pioneers are 
offered with courses in spinning and weaving, rug 
making, rosemaling, natural stain dyeing, caning 
and pioneer technology. 

A museum containing over 15,000 items, locat:d 
in the former milk house of the Veterans Admin
istration Farm, in Mar ion County Park. A Red 
Schoolhouse (Pleasant Ridge School built in 1874), 
a rural church, and a small C.B. & Q railway 
depot have been moved to the park and restored. 
A garden with plants and shrubs native to Iowa 
is being developed. 

A botanical garden at the Veterans Administration 
Hospital, nearby, may also be visited . 

Sponsors annual Tulip Time Festival in May, when 
there are conducted tours of the community, street 
scrubbing, folk dancing, parades, and stage pre
sentations . 

Pella Historical Site includes tulip beds; a 
museum displaying antiques, farm machinery and 
equipment, Dutch artifacts, and Americana of the 
mid- 1800 1s; the Van Spankeren Store in the 
Wynberg Dwelling; the Beeson- Blanmers Mill 
(from near Lynnville); the Werksplatt (old
fashioned carpenter sho.p); and the boyhood home 
of frontiersman and Western law man, Wyatt Earp, 
who lived :1ere from age 2 to 16 . His part in the 
taming of the Old West has become legend and the 
subject of motion pictures and television programs . 

In downtown Pella, an extensive remodeling program 
by business firms is under way, to create an Old 
World atmosphere symbolic of the Netherlands. 

January 31, 
1942 

March, 
1955 

Annual meeting 
in January 

7:30 p.m., 
third Monday 
of month 

August 24, 
1965 

432 

345 

300 

$2.00 annual; 
life, $25.00 

l 

Area other than 
museum free; 
museum 50c; child
ren 12- 18 years 
old 25c; children 
under 12 free 
when accompan-
ied by adult 

$2.00 annual 

$5.00 annual 

Museum, 50(:.; 
s t udents, 25¢; 
children under 
12 free 

10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Tuesday through 
Saturday; 1- 5 
p .m., Sunday; 
closed Monday; 
May 12 through 
October 12 

1-6 p.m . 
Saturday 
and Sunday, 
May 1 -
October 30; 
other times 
by appointment 

8:30-noon and 
1-5 p.m. week 
days 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

Marsha 11 town 

E-7 

~ 
~ 

Glenwood 

H-2 

\ 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Historical Society of Marshall County 
201 East State Street 
Marshalltow,l, Iowa 50158 

James R. Bradbury, President 
303 West Linn Street 
Ma rshalltown , Iowa 50158 

\ 

Early Trails 
Monument near Glenwood, Iowa, 
along U. S. 275 

House of A Thousand Bottles 
Nishna Vale Farm 
2~ miles NW of Hastings, Iowa 

Otha D. and Lola B. Wearin 
Hastings, Iowa 51540 

rtoyt House 
\ mile S and 1 mile E of Hastings, Iowa 

Mills County Historical Society 
Box 170, Glenwood, Iowa 51534 

Raymond H. Mintle 
207 East Florence 
Glenwood, Iowa / 51534 

/ 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Collect and preserve materials related to the 
history of Marshall County; erect historical 
markers; and publish historical matter . Guided 
tourS and educational programs for school children 
are offered . 

Susie Sower Historical House is maintained by court 
appointed trustees as a historical museum for use of 
the Society. Built in 1860, it was occupied by the 
George Sower family from 187 0 until the death of 
Susie Sower, the last survivor, in March, 1952. 
the-- frame house w.:ts restored and xepaired in 1958 and 
dedicated May 10, 1959. Original furniture and 
furnishings of the Civil War period afford a glimpse 
of gracious living of the past century. The front 
hall, parlor, music room, kitchen, and master bed -
room are featured. Hand carved woodwork and parquet 
flooring . One room in the house contains a collection 
of Indian relics, including unusual arrowhead arrange 
ments; original paintings by artist Charles Pushetonequa, 
Mesquakie Indian of Tama; and Crinoids from the LeGrand, 
Iowa quarries. 

Wetherbee Rural Schoolhouse (Taylor Township No. 4) 
has been moved to the Sower property and restored. 
The country school is furnished with old double 
desks, pot-bellied stove, recitation bench, organ, 
ABC reading chart, water bucket and dipper, and schoo l 
bell. 

A Memorial Log Cabin was built in Riverview Park in 
1937 to honor settlers prior to 1885. 

Marker erected by the Glenwood Cha pter of the D.~.R. 
commemorates the early trails across Mills Count y- 
the Dragoons in 1835, the Mormons in 1846, and the 
stagecoach in 1850. 

Extensive collection of character and figure bottles, 
glassware, and art objects in museum building. 

Historic home which served as a station on the 
Underground Railroad in the 1850 1 s. A stagecoach 
station was located just across the road. 

Mills County Historical Museum (a gift of the 
Mintle family) in Glenwoc•d Lake Park . Exhibits 
include Indian artifacts, pioneer items, early 
American glass, furniture, clothing, dolls, farm 
implements, musical instruments, paintings, fabrics, 
and historical documents. Also a country store and 
a country school. 

Date 
Organized 

1908 

August, 
1957 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Quarterly 

Twice a year 
or as called 

75 

150 

Dues or 
Admissio11 

Fee 

$1.00 annua 1 

Donations 
accepted 

50<;.; children 
free 

$1. 00 annua 1 

Museum, 25~ 

Days and 
Hours Open 

By appointment; 
annual open house 

By appointment 

Privately owned; 
not open to 
public 

Weekends 
June-October; 
other times 
by appoint
ment 



Osage 

A-8 

Onawa 

E-1 

~ 
~ 

Albia 

H-8 

Hamlin Garland Home 
NE of Osage, Iowa 

Mitchell County Historical Society 
North Seventh St r eet, Osage, Iowa 50461 

W. H. Biedermann, President 
R.R . 4, Osage, Iowa 50461 

Sain t Ansgar Mill 
Saint Ansgar, Iowa 

Lewis and Clark State Park 
2 miles W of Onawa on Iowa 175 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50303 

Preparation Canyon State Pa rk 
5 miles SW of Moorhead, off Iowa 372 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Monroe County Historical Society 
Albia, Iowa 

Stephens State Forest 
Scat tered a r eas in Lucas and 
Monroe Count ies 

Boyhood farm home of Iowa author Hamlin Garland 
( 186 0-1940) . His •Son of the Middle Border• was 
autobiographical. Garland attended Cedar Va lley 
Seminary in Osage. 

Marking historic sites, compiling histories of famous 
people and of Mitchell County, pr eserving rural 
school and a forme r log house . Old Central, on the 
forme r Cedar Valley Seminary campus, was leased in 
1966 from Osage Community School District fo r use 
as a museum . Civil War and pioneer displays, old 
clothing, home fu rn ishings, school and church 
records, tools, o l d conveyances, art by local 
painters, and a l i bra r y are in t he museum . 

This picturesque old watermill and dam on the Cedar 
Ri ver i s a landmark in northern Iowa, built in 1861 . 
A cement dam was bui lt in 1915 to r e place the f i rst 
dam constructed of br ush and l ogs , and the tail r ace 
has since been fi l led in . The original sour ce of 
power for the mill's operation was a water wheel; 
late r , a water turbine was installed. Electricity 
is used today to do custom grinding and manufacture 
livestock feeds. The town of Saint Ansgar was 
settled in 1853 by Norwegians, under the leader
ship of Reverend Claus L. Clausen. 

Named for Me riwether Lewis and William Clark, who 
were co~issioned by President Thomas Jefferson in 
1804 to head an expedi tion up the Missouri River an d 
into the far Northwest, after the Louisiana Pur c hase. 
Members of the Lewis and Cl ark Expedition arrived 
in the area on August 9, 1804 and spent sever al days 
exploring the region and making observat i ons on its 
geography and on the plant and animal life. The 
party camped at a spot opposite the present - day park. 
The 286-acre area is situated on Blue Lake, an 
oxbow formed by the meandering of the Missouri River. 
When Lewis and Clark visited the region, the l ake 
was part of the main channel of the river. Since 
then, the river has changed its course to the west, 
leaving the natural lake in the shape of an oxbow. 
Recreational facilities are available, nature trails 
crisscross the heavily wooded park, and there are 
sandy areas. 

The Mormons settled at this point in 1853, on th.eir 
trek to Utah, and established the village of 
Pr eparation. The colony was broken up because of 
dissension between Char l es B. Thompson, the Mormon 
leader, and his followers . The 187-acre park in
cludes many small st reams and springs, a variety of 
trees and wild flowers native to Iowa, canyons, and 
a commanding view of the rolling loess bluffs above 
the Missouri River flood plain. 

See Lucas County for information 

196 1 Annual meeting 
2nd Wed. in 
March 

260 $1. 00 annual; 
$10 . 00 life 

2- 5 p .m. Friday, 
Saturday, and 
Sunday, May to 
October 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

Red Oak 

H-3 

Muscatine 

F-12 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Viking Lake State Park 
4 miles E of Stanton, Iowa 
on county road 

State Conservation Commission 
Va lley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Laura Musser Art Gal lery and Museum 
1314 Mulberry Avenue 
Muscatine, Iowa 52761 

George Furman, Curator 

Wild Cat Den State Park 
3 miles E of Fairport, off U.S. 22 on 
Iowa 389 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Activities or Projects , Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Viking Lake is an artificia l impoundment with 4~ 
miles of shoreline . The hi lls and valleys in thi s 
general area we re once favored as campsites by the 
Indians. Many artifacts we re discovered when the 
dam was built to form the lake, and at least one 
Indian burial site is now under water at the NE corner 
of the lake. 

A gift of the Laura Musser Atkins estate to the Cit y 
of Muscatine. Displays of historic artifacts and 
works of art. Many traveling art exhibits and 
lectures are also featured. 

The 322-acre area was donated to the State by the 
Brandt sisters, who lived here at one time . The 
heavily timbered terrain includes 100-foot cliffs, 
rock fonnations with such descriptive names as 11 Steam
boat Rock, 11 11Devil 's Punch Bowl, '' "Fat Man's Squeeze, rr 

and "Horseshoe Bend." Names carved over a century 
ago in the rocks may be seen. Picturesque trails 
wind through the park. As many as 25 varieties of 
ferns have been identified, including Walking Leaf, 
Polypody, and Maiden Hair, and wild flowers are here 
in abundance. 

A mill built in 1850 on Pine Creek by Benjamin Nye, 
one of the first settlers in Muscatine County (he 
settled here in 1834), has been restored. The 
well-preserved mill is one of three built by Mr. 
Nye in this vicinity. (The first was built in 1839.) 
Although the mill ceased to operate in 1927, most of 
the machinery , grain chutes, and encased millstones 
are still intact. Power for the old gristmill was 
originally supplied by water from the creek, but 
later,power turbines and an auxiliary steam engine 
were installed. Settlers for miles around brought 
their grain to this mill to have it ground. The 
mill specialized in a coarse grade of wheat flour 
which was packed in barrels and shipped to St. Louis. 
Here it was sold to plantation owners in the South 
and used to feed slaves until the Civil War period. 
The first store and post office in Muscatine County 
were at the site of the original mill. Benjamin Nye 
is buried in a tiny cemetery (one of Iowa's oldest) 
in the vicinity of the mill. 

The millrace still babbles along as it did over a 
century ago, and the old flour mill stands as a 
nostalgic landmark for sightseers with an appreciation 
for the labors of Iowa's early pioneers. "Down By 
the Old Mill Stream" could very well have been written 
here. 

Qate 
Organized 

1957 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Free 

Days and 
Hours Open 

10 a.m.-Noon 
and 2-5 p.m., 
Tuesday 
through 
Saturday; 
2-5 p.m. 
Sunday; 7-9 
p.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday; 
closed Monday 

Old mill open 
Sunday or by 
appointment 
for groups 



~ LJ 
Primgha r 

B-2 

Sibley 

A-2 

r:l u 
Clari nda 

1-3 

Covey Church Park 
8 miles S of Hartley, Iowa 
on blacktop ~ounty road 

L. H. Wilson 
0 1 Brien County Conservation Board 
Hartley , Iowa 51346 

Indian Village 
4 miles E of Sutherland 
on blacktop :ounty road , 
3/4 mile S on gravel, and ~ mile W 
through a field 

Alf r ed Wittrock 
Suthe r land , Iowa 5 1058 

0 1Br ien County Historical Society 
Pr imgha r , Iowa 

Mrs. Caroline Bohan 
Pr imghar, Iowa 51245 

Ocheyedan Mound 
Near Ocheyedan, off 
Iowa 237 

Osceola County Histor ical Society 
Sibley, Iowa 

Mrs . Stella Fox 
Sib l ey, Iowa 51249 

Colonel W. P . Hepburn Ho~e 

Clar inde, Iowa 

The first wooden church and the oldest church in 
0 1 Brien County has been restored. Recreational 
facilities on grounds. 

A 5- acre area preserved as the site of an early 
Indian village . 

The highest point in Iowa, 1,675 feet in altitude . 
The name Ocheyedan, means 11 spot where they weep , 11 

and refers to the Indian custom of seeking 
elevations on which to mourn fo r their deaG. The 
mound rises 170 feet above the surrounding country
side . On the surface are boulders of granite, lime
stone, and Sioux quartzite . 

Mai ntains t he Albert W. HcCallum Museum in the H. K. 
Rogers House, located in the Sibley City Park . One 
of the fir s t wooden houses in the county (1871). 
Articles on display include Civil War guns, swords, 
and uniforms; china and glassware; farm and house
hold equipment; manuscripts; and other items re 
lated to the history of the County. 

William Peters Hepburn (November 4, 1833- Feb r uary 7, 
1916) served as U. S. Representative from Iowa for 
a total of 22 years, and was prominent in national 
af f ai r s. He was the author of the Hepburn Law, 
which prohibits d i scrimina t ion and rebates by 
railroads , and of the Pure Food and Public Health 
Act (59th Congress) . Under a huge maple t ree be 
hind the home, President Theodore Roosevelt and 
Colonel Hepburn sat in 1903 and discussed plans for 
purchase of the Canal Zone and building the Panama 
Canal. On t he Clarinda High School grounds, a 
bronze table t marks the si t e of the fi r st school
house in Clar inda, buil t in 1854, and commemorates 
the spot where President Roosevelt spoke on April 
28, 1903 . Hepburn was editor and part owner of the 
Clarinda He r ald and practiced law at various times 
in his life . During the Civil War, he organized 
and served as captain of Company B, 2nd Iowa Cavalry. 
He advanced to the rank of lieutenant colonel and 
served under the commands of Generals Sheridan and 
Rosecrans . When eight companies of infantry and 
one of cavalry reported in 1878 for the Soldiers 
Reunion and Decoration Day Nilitary Haneuvers and 
the election of field and staff officers, Hepburn 
was elected as colonel . 

Acquired 
in 1965 
for 
restoration 

1936 Annually, 
May 1 

60 

l 

Free 

SOc 

Museum f r ee 

Inaccessib l e 
except on foot 

2- 5 p .m. Sunday 
and on holidays; 
othe r t imes by 
appo i n tmen t · 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

PAGE 
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PALO ALTO 

74 

Emmetsburg 

B-4 

Le Mars 

C-1 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and .Address 

Glenn Mille r Home 
South 16th and Clark 
on U.S. 71 
Clarinda, Iowa 

Go ldenrod School Museum 
Page County 4-H Fairgrounds 
Clarinda, Iowa 

Page County Historical Society 
Clarinda, Iowa 

Ed W. Fulk, Presiden t 
1115 North 16th Street 
Clarinda, Iowa 51632 

or 
Mrs. Wayne L. Whitmore, Secretary 
620 South 16th Stree t 
Clarinda, Iowa 51632 

Grott o of the Redemption 
West Bend, Iowa 50597 

Plymouth County Historical Museum 
On u.s . 75 
LeMars, Iowa 

Ca rol Parkinson 
Lakeside Motel 
LeMars, Iowa 51031 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits ; Other Comments 

Famous dance band leader, arranger, and trombonist 
Glenn Miller was born at Cla r inda, Ma rch l, 1904 . 
This was his boyhood home. Miller formed his own 
band in 1936 and gained tremendous popularity whic h 
has continued long after his death in an airplane 
accident somewhere over the English Channel, toward 
the end of World War II, in December, 1944 . A 
marker has been erected by the Clarinda Lions C lub 
near the Miller home. 

A one - room rural school built in 1873 and used un 
til 1959 has been restored and furnished as it 
would have looked in the early 1900's. In this 
schoolhouse, Jessie field Shambaugh began her work in 
1901 with rural bo}'S and girls in agriculture. She 
designed the first 3-H and 4- H pins. The old school 
was moved from Fremont Township through the efforts 
of Page County Historical Society. 

A Page County Historical Festiva l is sponsored 
annually in June. Activities include an an tique 
show, tours of historic homes, historical pageants, 
and showing floats in holiday parades. A new county 
history is planned. 

The oldest remaining log cabin in Page County is 
being moved to Clarinda City Park, where it will be 
restored and furnished in the 1850 period. The 
cabin was built in 1854 by a Mr. Van Sandt who was 
among a group of five families from Tennessee t o 
settle here . 

Clarinda is also the birthplace of Marilyn Naxwe 11, 
noted motion picture and television act ress . 
Shenandoah is considered the nursery center of the 
United States. The oldest of the six nurseries 
lo~ated here dates back to 1870. 

A monument in ornamental and semi - precious stones, 
covering one square block, depicts events in the 
life of Christ . Cons truction was begun in 1912 by 
Reverent P.M . Dobberstein . Since his death in 1954, 
the work has been continued by Reverend L. H. Greving . 
There are 9 gro ttoe s and the 14 Sta tions of the Cross . 
Stones from every state in the Union and from nearly 
every count r y in the world make up one of the larges t 
collections of minerals, f ossils, shells, and 
petrifications in existence . The geological value 
is es timat ed at over $2,500,000 . 

The famous Parkinson musical collection, artifact s, 
and a historic log cabin are featured. 

Date 
Organized 

Restored, and 
dedicated 
August 5 , 
1965 

1963 

May 3, 
1965 

Time of 
Meetings 

As called 
by Board 

1 
~ 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

152 

Donations 
accepted 

$1.00 annually; 
$5.00 sustaining; 
$10 . 00 life; 
$10.00 ousiness 
and professional 

Donations 
accepted 

Donations 
accepted 

Days and 
Hours Ooen 

1st week in 
August, dur
ing 4-H Fai r ; 
other times 
by appoint
ment 

Open daily; 
conducted 
tours from 
June 1 to 
Oc tober 15 

Daily 1-5 p . m.; 
other times by 
appointment 



POCAHONTAS 

76 

Pocahontas 

C-4 

r:l 
L_j 
Des Moines 

F-6 

Ka l sow Prairie 
l mil e W and ~ mi les N 
o f Manson , Iowa 

St a t e Conse rva t ion Commission 
Va lley Bank Bu ild i ng 
Fourth an d Wa l nut Stree ts 
De s Moines , I owa 50308 

Little Cedar Cr e ek Game Farm 
Section Lane Road 
Laurens, Iowa 

Paul Meff ord, Owne r 
526 North First 
Laurens, Iowa 5055 4 

Pocahontas County Histo r ical Society 
Pocahontas, Iowa 

Darrell St ockwell, Pre s ident 
Laurens, I owa 5055 4 

or 
Mrs. F. J . Eichler 
Pocahontas , Iowa 50574 

or 
Jessie Fae Schon 
Rolfe, Iowa 5058 1 

Al toona Historical Socie t y 
Al toona, Iowa 

Robe rt w. Thompson 
104 Fourth Street 
Al t oona, Iowa 50009 

Blank Pa rk and Children 1 s Zoo 
7401 S.W . Ninth Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50315 

City Greenhouse 
Second and Co llege 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Ewing Pa rk 

\ 
\ 

I 
\ 

Indianola Road and McKinley 
Des Moines, Iowa 

An ex ample of o r ig i nal native Iowa pr ai ri e set aside 
as a bo t anical monument . The 160- ac r e a r ea includes 
fla t upland a nd low l and . A wi de vari e t y of prairie 
wild f l owers b loom through th e seasons, with ne w 
f aces a lmost every week. A t o t a l o f 149 s pec i es 
r e presen t i ng 35 d i f f e r ent pl ant f am i lies have been 
iden t i fi e d here . Pr ai ri es a r e ab le t o su rv i ve 
burn i ng , but s praying is fa tal. Th e p low wa s 
r e s ponsib l e for t he vanishin g o f mos t o f ou r pra iri e 
f l ora. 

16-ac r e s ite devo t e d t o b re ed ing o f wild duc ks , 
geese , phea s ants, pa rtridge , quail, dee r and o ther 
a nimal s , a ll on di s p lay ; several pon d s f o r wat e r 
f owl. 

The last remaining l og cabin in Poc ahontas Count y , 
built in 1865 by Edward Tilly , near 11 0 ld Rolfe, rr is 
being restored and will be furnishe d. An 1867 
house o f Greek classical d e sign is to be restored 
as a museum . Other plans include preparation of 
historical maps and uniform roadside markers at 
historic sites. An annua l reunion is he ld during 
the 4- H Fa ir . Thr ee miles E of Rolfe is the site of 
one o f the last Indian battles fought in Iowa. 

Owned and operated by the City Park Board, the 
Child r en's Zoo started from a gift of $150, 000 
contributed by Des Moines theatre owner and 
philanthropist, A . H. Blank . The zoo includes 
MacDonatdrs Barn, with c ommon domestic farm animals; 
deer; bears; a monkey island; an Asian elephan t ; 
birds of pre y from the U. S . and South America; 
small mammals; kangaroos; and a flight cage con 
taining exotic birds from Florida and South America . 
Othe r features in the 138-acre park include a half 
mile ride on a one - third scale model t r ain ; Noah1s 
Ark , surrounded by a pool; Old Mil l ; and Bi rthday 
House . 

Displays of flowers include a spring showing of 
wild flowers and an exhibit of chrysanthemums in 
the fall to c limax t he growing season . 

The 357- ac r e farm of David Rittenhouse Ewing and his 
wife Lu c inda was given t o the Ci t y of Des Moines by 
their daughter, Mrs . Winnie Ewing Coffin , to be pre
served a s a recreationa l pa rk. The Children r s 

( Con t inued on nex t page) 

1948 

1958; 
pre s en t 
l ocation 
since 
1963 

1941 

Fr e e 

$ 1 . 00 annual; 
$10.00 life 

15~ 

l l 

Open all year; 
tours on re
quest 

Noon- 8p .m. daily , 
Memo r ia l Day through 
Labor Day, the week
ends unt il Oc t ober. 

12-5 p.m., Easter 
weekend and con
tinuing for 4 weeks ; 
12-8 p .m. in early 
Novembe r for 2 
weeks; other times 
by appointment 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

POLK 

(continued) 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Governor's Mansion 
2900 Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Grandview Park 
Eas t 32nd and Easton 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Gr eenwood Park 
48th and Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, I owa 

Hoyt She rman Place 
15th and Wood land 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Des Moines Women's Club 
1501 Woodland Avenue 
Des Moines , Iowa 50309 

Activities or Projects , Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Forest contains some 4,000 trees native to Iowa and 
others which are not native to the Sta te, such as 
the Cork Tree, Gingko, and Tulip Tree. A small 
g rove · of Quaking Aspen, practically unknown in Iowa, 
is l ocated in another area of the· park . The Lilac 
Arboretum features over 200 varieties of the finest 
French lilacs and a few varieties of flowering Wild 
Crab Apples, Cherri es, and Plums, together with 
ornamental and native Iowa shrubs. An 11-acre area 
is devoted to wild flowers, with name markers. The 
park is popular with birds common to Iowa. 

Built by W. W. Witmer in 1903 and purchased by the 
State of Iowa in 1947 from GeraldS. Nal l en, whose 
wife was a daughter of the builder. Cost of the 
Philadelphia Colonial house and lot was $27,200 . 
Another $22,800 was s pent on remodeling and $22,421 
for furnishing and decorating the mansi .. m. Governor 
WilliamS. Beardsley became the first Iowa governor 
to occupy the home, in January, 1949. 

A natura l woods with a larger variety of trees than 
in any other park in the Middle West. Covers near l y 
76 acres . 

Nearly 81 acres of wooded hillsides, predominantly 
White Oak. Ashworth Park (over 63 acres) is ad
jacent to the area . The formal Rose Ga rden, _on 
t a ining several thousand variet ies , is one of 24 
trail gardens recognized by the National Rose Society. 
Newl y developed varieties a.re included and marked for 
public eva lua tion. Co l orful Day Li lies b l oom during 
the summer in flower gardens . 

The Des Moines Art Center, · designed by Eliel 
Saarinen , is located in the Park. It was founded 
by James D. Edmundsen and presented to the City 
of Des Moines. Included a re works by Goya, Gilbert 
Stuart , Daumier, Pissarro, Courbet, and many of the 
foremost American artists . Classes are provided fur 
adult s and chi ldren; a Junior Museum features ex 
hibitions for ch ildren. 

The central part of a three bui l ding complex was 
built, beginning in 18 77, as the home of Hoyt Sherman, 
the younger brothGr of Gene r a l Will iam Tecumseh 
Sherrnan,famous f or his !!March t o the Sea 11 durin g the 
Civil War . Hoyt Sherman came to Des Moines in 1848, 
and was ap poin t ed postmaster in 1850. He built the 
first two postoffices he r e . During his career he 
was Schoo l Fund comm i ss ioner ; a l eader in establishing 
a bank, street railway, waterworks, public school, 
college , and insurance company; served in t he Iowa 
Legislature; and he l d the rank of major i n the U. S . 
Army. Orig inal furnishings in the o ld mansion in
c lude the dining r oom furniture and a painting o f 
early Des Moines at the f orks of the Raccoon and 
Des Moines Rivers. Mrs. Sherman di ed in 1887, but 
Mr . She rman lived in the hous e unt i l his death on 
january 25, 1904. Some of the prominen t guests 

Date 
Organized 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Adm ission 

Fee 

Days and 
Hours Open 

Free 

Lilac display from 
May l - 20, depending 
on the weather 

April 

Roses in June 
until frost 

ll a .m. - 5 p .m. 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Friday , 
Sa turday; 
ll a.m . - 9 p.m. 
Thursday; l-6 
p.m. Sunday; 
closed Monday 

Tours by appoint
ment, 8 a .m.-4:30 
p.m.; Monday through 
Fr iday 



Iowa Genealogical Socie ty 
Box 4084 Highland Park Station 
Des Moines, Iowa 50333 

Mrs. Hazel H. Demirjean , Pre.sident 
7119 Maryland Drive 
Urbandale, Iowa 50322 

Iowa Local Historica l and Museum 
Association 
State Historical Building 
East 12th and Gr and Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Mrs . Stillman (Dorothy) Clark, Pr esident 
1303 Ninth Avenue East 
Oskaloosa, I owa 5257 7 

Iowa Soc iety f or the Preservation 
of Historic Landmarks, Des Moines, Ia. 

LeRoy G. Pratt, President 
317 s .w. 42nd Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50312 

or 
William J. Wagne r, Vice President 
500 Hubbell Building 
Des Moines, Iowa 50309 

or 
Mrs. Lida Lisle Gr eene 
Iowa State Department of His tory and 
Archives 
East 12th and Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 503 19 

Iowa State Capitol , 
1007 East Gr and Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 

entertained here were President and Nrs. U.S . Gr ant, 
General Wi l liam T . Sherman, Gene ral Philip Sheridan , 
and Najar WiLliam McKinley , who was then Governor 
o f Ohio and Later U.S . Pres ident . The pro perty w~s 
acqui r ed in 1907 f r om the heirs by the Des Noines 
Park Board Comm i ssione r s . Since then, the Des Noines 
Women 1 s Club has leased Hoyt Sherman Place fo r their 
he adqua rters . In 1909 an Art Gal lery was added, a nd 
in 1923 3 1, 500- sea t aud it orium and a r oom adjacent 
t o the Art Gal l e r y were built . This room, named for 
M3 j or H. S . M. Bye r s , a pe r sonal f r iend of the 
Shermans, houses a col l ection o f pa int ings , s t a tua r y , 
antique carved ches ts, an d ~r t objects. 

Ac tivi ties devo t e d to the promoti on of genealogy . 
Hawkeye He rit age published quarterly. 

Or ganized t o work coo pe r a tively with ex i sting 
organizations in promoting an interest in l oca l, 
state, r eg iona l, and national history, and to ex 
change ideas and discuss common problems in the 
preservation of historic landmarks and sites and in 
the displaying of articles of historic value . 
Consultative services available; regional worksh ops; 
newsletter and other public~tions. 

The pu r pose of t he Soc iet y is to kindle and kee p 
a live an ac tive interest in the historical buildings, 
sites, and landma rks of Iowa, and t o advise, a id, 
and encourage loca l g r oups and communities in thei r 
prese rva tion. The Socie t y does not own pro pe r ty , 
but seeks to cooperate with a ll existing or ganiza tions 
concerned with historic preserva tion, and sponsored 
the or ganizati on of the Iowa Local Historical and 
Museum Association . Publications include a News 
letter, The First Ten Years, a three- color brochure 
and map of historic Iowa, note paper and correspondence 
cards with sketches of Iowa landma rks, and othe r 
historical materials. Speakers and colo r slide pro 
g r ams on histori c preservat i on and Iowa l andmarks are 
avai la ble for meetings . An advisory staff assists 
and advises loca l groups in the identifica tion , 
evaluation, and preservation of historic s ites .and 
buildings in Iowa . 

Situated on an eminence on the E side of the Des 
Moines River is this center of Iowa 1 s government. 
Des Moines became the state capital by proclamation 
of Governor James W. Gr imes on Oc tober 19, 1857. 
The first capitol stood about where the Soldie rs and 
Sa ilors Monument is todaY. Cons truction was begun 
on the present capito l building in 1871, and the 
cornerstone, cut from an Iowa granite bould er , was 
laid by Gove rn or Samuel Me rrill on November 23 . 
It was nece ssa r y t o r e place thi s or iginal corner
st one and a new one was laid September 29, 1873 . 
The capitol was dedicated in 1884 , but was no t 
completed until 1886. It was bu il t on a 11 pay as 
you go 11 basis and cos t the taxpa ye rs $2,873,294 . 59 . 

(Continued on next page) 

196 5 

January 17, 
1966 

Founded 
1956 ; in 
co rporated 
1959 

Second Tuesd3y 435 
o f January, 
March, Ma y , and 
Se ptembe r; 
annual meeting 

in Novembe r 

Various times 75 
throughout the 
year; annual 
meeting in 
Oc t ober 

Spring, meeting; 195 
annual meeting 
in Oc tobe r; and 
fi e ld studies or 
tours during 
surraner 

$3 . 00 a nnua 1 

$2 . 00 annual 

$2 . SO annua 1 

1 

Tours Monday 
through Friday 
by appointment 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

POLK 

(continued) 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; .Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Iowa State Department of History and 
Archives, State Historical Bldg. 
1112 East Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 

Jack W. Musgrove, Curator 

.Activities or Projects, Features , 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

After an extensive fire in the north wing on January 
4, 1904, the capitol was r e paired Jlnd redecorated. 
Its commanding f eature is the central dome, covered 
with 23 carat gold leaf. The dome itself is said 
to weigh 487,000 pounds, r ises 275 feet above ground 
level, and is the largest gold dome in the country. 
The building includes many in teresting architectural 
features, mu ral paintings, statues, displays of 
Civil War bat tle flags, and a pioneer suffragists 
plaque. 

Monuments on the capitol grounds include the Civil 
War So ldiers and Sailors Monument, the Senator 
William B. Allison Monument, the Pioneer group, the 
Christopher Columbus memorial, a replica of the 
Liberty Bell, a miniature of the Statue of Liberty, 
the Lincoln and Tad statue, historic cannons and 
mortars, and a Japanese Temple Bell and Bell House 
(a gift of the State of Yamanashi, Japan). Extensive 
exhibits of popular flowers may be seen blooming 
throughout the season in the flower beds surrounding 
the capitol. On a high point SE of the capitol is 
the grave of Willson Alexander (Alex) Scott, one of 
the first white settlers in the vicinity, who donated 
a tract of land (10 .2 acres) on which to erect the 
capitol. He died on June 23, 1859, enroute to Pike's 
Peak,and is buried here on his old homestead in 
accordance with his wishes. 

The Court Avenue viaduct or underpass just south of 
the capitol spans one million years, geologically . 
The south abutment of the viaduct rests on the 
Kansas drift, second oldest of the five glaciers that 
touched Iowa, while the north end is situated on the 
Wisconsin drift sheet, youngest of the glaciers in 
Iowa. This glacia l drift phenomena was discovered 
about 1870 when road cuttings were made during 
construction of the stone viaduct. 

The State Historical Department was organized in 
1892 and construction was begun in 1898 on the State 
Historical Building. An addi tion was built in 1903. 
In 1939, the department was reorganized as the Iowa 
State Department of History and Archives. Its 
chief purpose is to preserve Iowa history fr~ the 
earliest geological time, through the days of the 
Indians and of the pioneers, to the present. In t he 
museum is a wide range of exhibits including rocks 
and fossils covering a billion years of geologic 
time, with an outstanding display of fossil crinoids 
from LeGrand, Iowa; ancient Indian artifacts and 
modern Indian bead work, 'canoes, and wickiup; fire
arms; tools, utensils, and implements used by Iowa 
pioneers; horse-drawn vehicles and early automobiles; 
a 1909 Bleriot XI airplane ( the first to fly in Des 
Moines, in 1911 ) b~ilt in France by l.ouis Bleriot; 
telephone equipment ; early lamps; equipment used to 
explore outer space; sand paintings; early glass 
ware; antique furniture; coins; ~nimal and bird 
specimens; portraits of outstanding Iowans; and 
photographs. Also in the building are manuscripts, 
autographed letters and papers, historic maps, 

Date 
Organized 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Free 

D.;ys and 
Hours Open 

8 a.m.-4 p.m. 
every day of 
the year; 
gu ided tours 
for groups 



Lewis A. Je ste r Count y Park 
3 mi l es NW o f Po lk City, Iowa 

John A. Wymore , Executive Direc t or 
Polk County Conservation Board 
Granger, Iowa 5 0109 

Mitchellville Historical So~ i e t y 
Mitchellville, Iowa 

John L. Cart e r, President 
123 Cente r Avenue No rth 
Mitchellville, Iowa 50169 

or 
C. C. Gl enn 
Mitchellville, I owa 50169 

Municipal Observatory 
Waveland Pa rk 
48th Street and University Avenue 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Department of Astronomy 
Drake University 
Des Moines , Iowa 50311 

Pioneer Park 
S. E. 16th and Pionee r Road 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Po lk Count y Historical Society 
Des Moines, I owa 

Paul K. Ashby, Pr esiden t 
612 - 48 t h Street 
Des Moine s , Iowa 503 12 

or 
LeRoy G. Pr att 
317 S . W. 42nd Street 
De s Moines , Iowa 50312 

census records, enlistment and military service 
records, official reports, and newspaper files . The 
Historical Library has approximate l y 50,000 volumes , 
by Io,1a authol· "3 or about Iowa, family records, an·j 
r~f~r2nce books . The Traveling Library , established 
by Gove rnor Robert Lucas in 1839, now includes 290,000 
volumes, phonodiscs, and film£. The Annals of Iowa, 
a historical magazine, is published quarte r ly . 
Lectures, films, and consultative services are 
available . 

The 898 - acre recreational area includes nature 
tra ils and a display of bison (buffalo) , elk, and 
f a llow dee r. 

Sponsor ed centennial celebr ation in 1956, and is 
act i ve in ma rking, preserving, and developing 
historic sites in the area . 

A cooperative enterprise of Drake Universit y and 
the Ci t y of Des Moines . The land and bui"lding is 
provided by the city, whi le Drake Unive rsity furnishes 
the scientific equipment, displays, and staff. The 
Observatory is used for instruction in astronomy and 
physical science classes, and for public programs 
providing lectures and non-technical accounts of 
astronomy . A display of transparencies of 
astronomical subjects and the 20-piece Edgar Harlan 
collection of meteorite specimens are also in the 
observa t ory building. The instruments include an 
8~-inch refracting telescope, donated to the 
University by Francis Marion Drake, with opt i c s by 
Brashear and mounting by Warn e r and Swasey Compan y . 

A pano rami c view of Des Moines ma y be seen from a 
high promontory ove rlooking the De s Mo ines River 
Va lley . An authentic split rail fence borders the 
entrance roadway into the 46 -ac re park. 

Sponso r of the Des Mo ines Birthplace memorial, a 
reconstruction of histor ic log cabins on the or i gina l 
site o f Fort Des Mo ines No. 2, es t ablished in 1843 
at t he j unction of the Raccoon and Des Moines Rive r s, 
S .W . Fi r st and Elm. The first log cabin to be r e 
cons tructed came from Washington Count y , and was 
dedica t ed on June 6, 1965 . A museum building is 
planne d to house items identified with Polk Count y 
histo r y . The military f ort was established by 
Ca pta in James Al l en t o pro t ect the Sac and Fox 
Indians fr om unscrupulous white traders, land 
g r abbe r s, and speculator s, and from the warlike 
Sioux Indians. Fort Des Mo ines No .2 ceased to 
ex i s t as a military post on Ma r ch 10, 1846 , but 
around the reserva t ion the City of Des Moines be -
gan its g r owth to become Iowa 1 s largest city and 
t he capital of t he St a te. A bronze tablet was 
erected a t t he s ite in 1908 by th e D.A.R . 

(Continued on next page ) 

August 1, 
1954 

Establi shed 
1921 

1917 

Incorporated 
1938; reor
ganized in 
1961 af t e r a 
period of in 
ac tivity 

1 Annals of 
Iowa 

i -------
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:c=....------

20 

Monthly , ex - 115 
ce pt Ju ly and 
August , on 
second Sunday 
or second We d
nesday of t he 
month, or 
specia 1 
announced times . 

' 

1 

$1.00 annua 1 

Free 

$2.00 annual; 
family $3 .00; 
sustaining 
$1 0. 00 

1 

7 a .m.-1 0 :3 0 v.m . 
during sunnne r; 
closed a fter 
4:30 p.m . during 
winter 

Open to the public 
7:45-9:30 p.m. 
Friday during 
academic year, in 
clear weather; 
limit of 25-100 
persons; Monday 
nights by appoint
ment, for groups 
and c lasses of 30 
to 100. 



Council Bluffs 
and 

Avoca 

G-2 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut St r eets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Water Wor ks Park 
Off Fleur Drive 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Yeader Creek Park 
1 mil e S of Des Moines, Iowa, 
adjacent t o Ewi ng Park 

Polk County Conservation Boa r d 
Granger , Iowa 50109 

Bo tna Bend Park 
Hancock, Iowa 

Pottawa t tami e County Conservation Boar d 
Counc i l Blu ffs , Iowa 51501 

Go l den Spike 
2 1st St r eet and Nin t h Avenue 
Counc i l Bluffs, Iowa 

Includes about 1,500 acres, kept in a natural 
state, a l ong both sides of the Raccoon River, with 
large a r eas of rive r bottom woodlands , grassy 
meado~s , and several bod i es of water . There a r e 
roadways and t r ails for hiking , bicycling, and 
horseback rid ing . A great variety of wildlife may 
be seen , and i t is considered 11a bird watcher's 
pa r adise . 11 Wild flowers and trees and shrubs of 
near l y eve r y kind na t ive to the a r ea a r e in t he pa r k . 
Cha r les S . Denman Woods is a memo r ial to the gen e.ral 
manage r of t he Wa t e r Wor ks when t he pr oper ty was 
acqu i r ed by the city . The chemical l abo r atory and 
wa t e r trea t men t plant, gr eenhouse , ornamenta l 
sunken pool wi th wat e r l il ies an d go l dfish, founta i ns, 
and f l ower beds are other att r act i ons . 

The A. F . den Boer Cr abapp l e Arb or e t um i s one o f 
the wo r ld 1 s f i nest co llec t ions o f f l owering c r ab
a pple t r ees. Some 300 v~r~eties a r e r e presented 
in th i s 1,500 t r ee co l lec tion acqui red f r om al l 
s t a te s and many f or eign countries . The r e a r e a l so 
s pecimen shade t r ees, l i l acs , o rn ament al shr ub s , 
and eve r g r eens. 

A 448-ac r e r ec r eationa l area whic h inc ludes Easte r 
Lake on the s ite o f an old coa l mi ne . In 1968, the 
Owens Cove r ed Bridge , I owa' s most hist oric , and the 
on l y r emaining wooden covered bridge i n Po lk County, 
was moved to a new location spanning one arm of the 
lake. The old bridge was originally l oc ated at the 
site of the first covered bridge i n I owa, built in 
1844 . It was at this spot, near present-day 
Carlisle , that Capta i n Jame s Allen made a ford ac ross 
North Rive r to bring in lumber used to construct 
Fort Des Moines No. 2 in 1843. In those days, this · 
road was known as the Dragoon Trail. The old c overed 
bridge, now r estored in its new setting, was original l y 
built in 1887-1888 and was used until 19 40 when it 
was abandoned for a new r oad. The bridge is nearly 
100 feet l ong and ha s unusual wings at the openings 
to keep the truss from wea t hering . It is a Howe 
t ype bridge , name d f or the uncle of the inventor of 
the sewing machine . A late r model t han the othe r 
ex i sting covered bridge s i n Iowa , it uses iron .r ods 
and ang l e blocks t o prevent sagg ing . After t he old 
road wa s abandoned and the c ourse of No rth Rive r was 
c hange d , the b r i dge wa s left a lmos t f or got t en, high 
and dry in dense t imberl and until acquired by Polk . 
County Conservat ion Boa r d . The or ig i na l l oca t ion i s 
i n t he f l ood plain of Red Rock Reservoir , wh i ch 
neces s ita ted its r emova l to a new l ocation . 

Contains 115 acres of land a l ong the West Fork of 
the Nishnabotna River . A small buffa l o he r d has 
been es t ab l ished in a fenced-in 7- ac r e range. One 
of the largest bu f fa l o herds in Iowa ranged i n this 
area in pioneer t i mes . 

A 56- foot conc r e t e replica of the famed golden r ail· 
r oad spike dr iven a t Promonto r y Point, Utah in 1869, 
to liflk t he Union Pacific Railroad with the Pacific 
Line , thus spann i ng the continent with r ails. 

Ded i cation 
J une 9, 1968 

1963 

Sun r ise to 
sunset 

Cr abapple blooms 
first of May 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

POTTAWATTAMIE 

(continued) 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Historic General Dodge House 
605 Third Street 
Counc il Bluffs, Iowa 51501 

Richard B. Graeme 
c/o Council Bluffs Savings Bank 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 

Historical Societz of Pottawattamie 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Arthur Rogers, President 
130 Park Avenue 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51501 

or 
Mrs. Abbott (Elizabeth) Dean 
231 Park Avenue 
Counci l Bluffs, Iowa 51501 

Lewis and Clark Monument 
N of Council Bluffs; Iowa 
on Rainbow Drive 

Lincoln Park and Monument 
Oakland Drive 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

. Mormon Camp 
Bayliss Park 
First Avenue and Pearl Street 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Walnut Heritage House Museum 
Walnut Public Library 
Walnut, I owa 51577 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

Built by General Grenville Mellen Dodge in 1869 at 
a cost of $35,000, the three-story brick mansion has 
been restored and furnished as accu rately as possible 
to the 1870 period. The interior is notable for 
the walnut woodwork, Italian marble fireplaces, and 
many relics of historic significance. General 
Dodge was one of Iowa's foremost citizens--states
man, soldier, merchant, financier, and railroad 
builder (Illinois Central, Rock Island, and Union 
Pacific) . He died in Council Bluffs and is buri'ed 
in a tomb in Walnut Hill Cemetery . The Victorian 
house with American Mansard roof and large French 
windows was designated a National Historic Site 

Countz 

by the u.s. Department of Interior on October 20, 
1963. 

~ 

The General Dodge House has been restored and furnished 
in cooperation with the Council Bluffs Park Board. 
Guide service is provided for tours. Joint meeting 
annually with Greate r Omaha Historical Society . 

A monument, erected in November, 1935, on a high 
bluff above a loop in the Missouri River, commemor
ates the council Lewis and Clark held with Indians 
during the expedition to the far west in 1804. The 
meeting place was called Council Hill or Council 
Bluffs and this name was later app lied to the area 
and finall y to the settlement on the Missouri River 
which had been called Kanesville by the Mormons in 
1848. Sculpturing on the monument depicts Lewis 
and Clark meeting with the Indians . 

A tall granite shaft commemorates the visit of 
Abraham Lincoln to Counc il Bluffs August 12-14, 
1859. It is erected a t the point where Lincoln 
looked out over the valley of the Missouri River. 
He later (1863) designated the City of Council 
Bluffs as the eastern terminus of the Union Pacific 
railroad • 

After leaving Nauvoo, Illinois in 1846, Brigham 
Young and t he Mormons established one of their many 
camps at this point on their way to the Great Sa lt 
Lake in Utah . Here the harassed people gathered 
supplies in preparation for their journey across 
the Great Plains. A huge boulder bearing two bronze 
tablets commemorates their historic trek. 

Over 1,000 items are on display, fea turing pioneer, 
Indian, and wartime relics belonging to ear l y 
residents. Included are an 1884 advertising stage 
curtain from German Ha ll , the towns first enter-

Date 
Organized 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 
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March 13, 
1961 

January, March 
April, May, 
Se ptember, 
October, and 
November 

110 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

50c; children, 
25c 

$5.00 annual; 
students, 
$1.00 

Free 

Days and 
Hours Open 

10 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
Tuesday through 
Sa turday; 2-6 
p.m. Sunday 

Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday, and 
Saturday after
noons; hours vary 
according to 
season 



POWESHIEK 

79 

Montezuma 

F-8 

~ 
~ 
Mount Ayr 

1-5 

Sac ·Cit y 

D-3 

~ 
~ 
Dayenport 

F-13 

Mrs. John (W ilma) DeBerg 
Walnut, I owa 51577 

or 
Mrs . Walter Rieck, Librarian 
Walnut, I owa 51577 

Grinnell Historical Museum Soc iety 
P.O. Box 22 
Grinnell, Iowa 501 12 

Mrs. J . D. Stoops, President 
1033 Pa r k Street 
Grinne l l, Iowa 501 12 

Ringgold Coun t y His t orica l Socie t y 
Mount Ayr , I owa 

Lake View Historical Society 
257 Crescent Park Drive (summer) 
511 Harrison (winter) 
Lake View, Iowa 51450 

Mrs. Ava Zellman 
Lake View, Iowa 51450 

A Li ttle Bit O'Heaven 
Palmer College of Chiropractic 
808 North Brady St r eet 
Dave-ypo r t, Iowa 

Boyhood Home of Wil l iam F. (Buffa l o 
Bi ll ) Cody 
3 miles SW of McCausland, Iowa 

Scott County Conservation Board 
Davenport, Iowa 

tainment hall; furnishings fro~ aid l oca l business 
houses, including a desk from the first grocer y 
store and a chair from the first bar ber shop; a 
large c lock from the early post office; Victori an 
glassware and china; c lothing of early residents; 
t oys; handmade farm implements; early va lentines; and 
a collect ion of old pictures, photographs, and 
tint y pes . 

Co llection of articles of historical or cu ltura l value, 
related to the Grinnell c ommunity . The l ate Victorian, 
10-room Burton residence at 1125 Broad St . provides a home 

1950; in
corporated 
1958 

for the museum. On display is a unique desk--an 11 office in 
itself 11 --used by J.B. Grinnell, founder of the city; an air
plane eng ine made by pi oneer Gr innell aviator, Billy Robinson, 
the 11 Bird Man; " homemade toys; and 1890's wearing apparel. 
Markers indica te the s i te of the Grinnel l home and the communal 
Long House, a log s t ructure buil t by the city founders . Grin 
ne ll was an ardent abo l itionis t and aided John Br own in main
tain i ng the Underground Rail r oad. 

His t or ical Museum l oca t ed in Ringgo l d County Court 
house, disp l aying items of l oca l i nterest. 

An old log cabin, located one block E of Crescent 
Campground on Black Hawk Lake in Lake View, has been 
restored and furnished. Hostesses in old-fashioned 
costumes tell about the cabin and its contents. 

An ex otic garden with statue s , shrines, and mementoes 
collected by Dr. B. J . Palmer dur ing his world 
travels. 

Le Clai r e is the birthpLace of "Buffalo Bill" Cody 
(1846- 1917). As a boy, he lived in a t l east three 
homes. One of these was moved from Le Claire, Iowa 
to Cody, Wyoming in 1933 and restored there on the 
g rounds of the Buf f a lo Bill Museum . This stone 
building is ano ther of his boyhood homes, built in 
1851 by Isaac Cody , father of Buffalo Bill. A 
frame section was added later . The Cody family 
left Iowa when Bi ll was only 8 years old . In later 
years, he was a messenger boy , Pony Ex press ride r , 
scout and soldier for the Union, buffalo hunter, 

(Cont inue d on next page) 

1965 

Dedicated 
May 28, 
1967 

275 

As ca lled 50 

$1 . 00 annual 
2-5 p.m. Tuesday 
through Sunday 

Free during summe r ; 
2-5 p .m. Friday 
and Satur day 
during wint e r ; 
closed Monday ; 
other t i me s by 
appointment. 

8 a .m. - 5 p .m . 

Admission 2-5 p.m. Sunday, 
to cabin J une to September 
free 

Slc; children 
under 12, 26c 

10 a .m. - 5 p.m.; 
c l osed Labor Day 
t o May 1 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

SCOTT 

(continued) 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Buffalo Bill Museum 
Le Claire, Iowa 52753 

Mrs. Harold Kennedy 
Box l, Le Claire, Iowa 52753 

Credit Island 
West River Drive 
Davenport, Iowa 

Davenport Municipal Art Gallery 
1737 West 12th Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52804 

Davenport Public Museum 
1717 West 12th Street 
Davenport, Iowa 52804 

Donald G. Herold, Director 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays , Exhibits; Other Comments 

and owner of a Wild West Show. He died, almost 
penniless, in Colorado and is buried there on 
Lookout Mountain. The house, near McCausland, was 
donated to the Save The Landmarks Association by 
Roy Curtis and partially restored and furnished. 
Later, the property was deeded to Scott County 
Conservation Board and is being further improved, 
more furnishings added, and the grounds improved 
and restored to appear as they did when this was· 
the Cody homestead . A rural school and old black
smith shop are located nearby; plans call for their 
restoration . 

Museum in old City Hall Building . A memorial to 
Indians, pioneers, and steamboat days, operated 
by a nonprofit organization . Preserves documents 
and mementos from town of Le Claire's history- - a 
rafting town, the home of river pilots, and the 
birthplace of William F. "Buffalo Bill" Co dy 
(February 26, 1846- January 10, 1917), noted hunter, 
soldier, scout, and showman. 

This island park is the location of an early 
trading post and the site of a victory by Chief 
Black Hawk and 1,000 of his Indian braves, aided 
by a detachment of British so ldiers, over 334 
American soldiers under the command of Major 
Zachary Taylor (later President of the United 
States) on August 12, 1814, during the War of 1812. 

Co l lections of paintings , sculptures, and decorative 
art . Works of European and contemporary American 
artists, including Grant Wood, and a Mexican 
Col onial exhibit. 

This th~rd oldest museum west of the Mississippi 
contains outstanding exh ibits of local, regional, 
and river history; t ools; household furnishings; 
textiles; costumes; 10,000 coins and stamps; 
military and transportation items; old pictures; 
and manu script s and documents. The natural sc i ence 
co llections include minerals, rocks, and fossils; 
shells; insects; mammals; birds; displays on 
archeology, anthropology, and ethnology of the 
Americas, Europe, Asia , Africa, Egypt, and 
the Pacific ar ea; and an. herbarium. The art 
co llection includes primitive art, water colors, 
oi ls, prints, and sculptures . The B.J. and Mabel 
H. Palmer Memorial Collect ion is located in a 
separate wing . There are also changing and traveling 
exhibits . The library includes 50,000 'Jolumes on 
history, science, and art. Sponsors a Travelogue 
Series (motion pictures with lecturers), a Si lent 
Fi l m Series, and other film showings and lecturers. 

Date 
Organized 

Acquired 
by city 
1918 

December 14, 
1867; present 
building 
completed in 
1964 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Days and 
Hours Open 

2,000 

Museum free 
(voluntary 
donations 
welcome) 

Free 

$8.00 annual; 
children $2.00 

Museum 35c;. ; 
children lOq 
school classes 
free 

Daily, 10 a.m.-
5 p.m. , Memorial 
Day until October 
31; Saturday and 
Sunday only dur
ing winter months 

Noon-4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through 
Friday; 10 a .m. -
4:30 p.m. Saturday; 
l-4:30 p.m. Sunday; 
c losed Monday and 
holidays . 

9 a .rn.-5 p.m. Monday 
through Sa turday; 

·1- 5 p .m. Sunday 



Fejervary Park 
W end of 12th St reet 
Davenport, Iowa 

Fort Annstrong 
End of Government Bridge 
on Rock Island, between 
Davenport, Iowa and 
Rock Island, Illinois 

John M. Browning Memorial Museum 
Rock Island Arsenal Island 

Dorrell E. Ga rrison, Cu rator 
Rock Island, Illinois 61201 

Rock Island Arsenal 
Rock Island Arsenal Island 

Saint Antho~yrs Church 
417 Main St reet 
Davenport, Iowa 52801 

The 75- acre park, on \vooded bluffs, features a 
childrens zoo built around Mother Goose characters . 
The property was owned by Count Nicho l as Fejervary , 
who came to Davenpo r t from h~s na tive Hunga r y in 
1853, and died here in 189 5 . 

The 11 Guardian of the Mi ssiss ippi " was built in 1816 
on Roc k Islan d, opposite Davenport, on a high bluff 
above the rapids tha t began a t this point . Its 
purpose was to con trol access to the Up per Mississippi. 
The fort was occupied from 1816-1836 . During the 
War of 1812, four years before the fort was built , 
the British and their Indian al l ies had a cannon 
mounted on the bluff, Most of the activity of the 
Black Hawk War of 1832 centered around this fort. 
The conf lict ended in Black Hawk 1 s defea t. In 
1910, a replica of one of the three blockhouses 
constituting the original fort was bu ilt. Vandals 
had set fire to the old fort in 1853 destroying the 
barracks and one blockhouse . 

Originally the Rock Isl and Museum, containing one 
of the largest military arms collections in the 
Mississ ippi Valley . Now a memorial to t he 11father 11 

of au tomatic weapons, including the U.S . Automatic 
Pistol, Model 1911 (Co lt ) ; the Browning U.S . Machine 
Gun, Mo del 1917; and the B. A. R., U. S . Automatic 
Rifle, Model 1918. The museum includes weapons 
dating from pre - Revolutionary War times to•the 
present, including weapons captured from hostile 
Indians, Civil War, Spanish- Ame rican War, the Boxer 
Rebellion, World Wars I and II, and the Korean 
Conf lict. Many other items of historical interest 
to this area are also on display . 

Rock Island is situated in the Mississippi River 
between the cities of Davenport, Iowa , and Rock 
Island, Illinois. The island is about 3 miles long 
and up to 3/4 mile wide, containing 945 acres. 
Ancient Indian mounds are located on the island, and 
it was a popular spot with them. The island was 
acquired from the Indians in 1804 by treaty. This 
treaty was never recognized by Chief Black Hawk and 
eventually led to the Black Hawk \var of 1832. 
Colonel Geo rge Davenport, for whom the City of 
Davenport was named, first settled on the island in 
1816. In 1833 he r eplaced his log cabin with a 
large two-story Co lonial horne, which has been 
partially restored . It was in this horne that c.olonel 
Davenport was murdered by bandits on July 4, 1845 
while his famil y was attending a picnic celebration. 
The 7 robbers were apprehended and convicted. Also 
on the arsenal grounds are the National Cemetery 
es t abl ished in 1865, the site of a Confederate Prison 
established in 1863, and a Confederate Ceme t e r y where 
the bodies of 1,961 prisioners who died whil e con
fined here during the Civil War have been buried ; 
11 bodies have since been removed to the ir home 
s tates . 

The orig inal church was erected in 1837 and wa s 
Davenport's first church . The Catholic church was 
designed by Father Samuel Nazzuchel li, while 
Antoine Le Claire was responsible for the con
struct i on and major pa rt of the financing . The 
1837 chur ch is now used for the parish school. A 
rough- cut stone church of modified Georgian 
a rchitec ture was built in 1853 and has become a 
landmark in the city. 

Estab lished 
July , 1905; 
rededicated 
in 1959 

1862 

15c 

Free 

Daily dur ing 
summer; week-
end from mid- flay 
to June 10 and 
f r om Labor Day to 
end of Se ptember 

11 a .m. -4 p.m. 
Wednesday through 
Sunday 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

SCOTT 

(continued) 

~ u 
Harlan 

F-2 

Orange City 

B-1 

Nevada 

E-6 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Save Our Lan~marks, Inc. 
Davenport, Iowa 

James M. Bentley 
321 West Kimberley Road 
Davenport, Iowa 52806 

or 
Mrs . JoAnn Br own, Secretary 
1816 Elmwood Lane 
Bettendorf, Iowa 

John Baker Museum 
Spring Street 
Harlan, Iowa 51537 

She lby County Historical Society 
Harlan, Iowa 

Mrs. Lloyd Obrecht, President 
Harlan, Iowa 51537 

Heritage Room and Hoeven Room 
Northwestern College Library 
101 Seventh Street S .W. 
Orange City, Iowa 51041 

Prof . Ne lson Nieuwenhuis 

Community Historical Soc iety 
Main Str eet 
Maxwell, Iowa 50161 

Mrs. Ernest J, (Donna) Travis, President 
222 Main Street 
Maxwell, Iowa 50161 

or 
Mr s . J. Harper White, His torian 
R.R. No. 1, Maxwell, Iowa 50161 

or 
Miss Belva Swalwell, Curator 
Maxwell, Iowa 50161 

Handsaker Museum 
Located in farm home, 
2~ miles N of Colo , Iowa on 
u.s. 65 
Ralph Handsaker, Owner 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

This assoc iation is concerned with the preservation 
of historic landmarks in Scott County . The Cody 
Homestead, near McCausland, is one of the properties 
on which much work has been done. Monthly newsletter 
iSsued. 

A sun-dried or adobe brick house, unusual for this 
part of the country) is located at Long Grove . A 
wooden frame house has been built over the original 
home, preserving the old walls. The propert y iS 
privately owned (Contact Mrs . Robert Lage, Long 
Grove, Iowa 52756 . ) 

Interested in marke rs for historic sites in the 
county, tours, and an exhibit at Shelby County Fair . 
Historic sites include the first church in the 
county (Latter Day Saints Church) at Manteno, the 
old St agecoach Trail at Portsmouth , a virgin 
prairie located on the farm of Derald w. Dinesen, and 
a meteorite in cemetery at Harlan, - low~. A museum 
is planned in Pott-er 1 s Park in the SW part of Harlan. 

The Heritage Room contains books, pictures, and 
articles pertaining to the Dutch background of the 
colleae and the community . The Hoeven Room features 
mementoes of Charles B. Hoeven, Congressman from 
Iowa's Sixth District for 22 years. 

Museum contains pioneer tools and machinery, old 
wearing apparel, toys, dishes, photographs, mementoes 
from various wa r s , including a sword used at 11 Custer 1 s 
Last Stand, " and natural history displays. 

Annual Old Settlers Days sponsored in August, with 
specia l displays of pioneer items . 

Features collection of over 3,000 bird eggs , re
presenting 660 spec ies; animal and bird specimens; 
Indian relics; Civil War mementoes; old rifles; 
handmade furniture; an d wood carvings. 

Date 
Organized 

Time of 
Meetings 

7:30p .m . , la st 
Monday of month 
at various 
locations 

January 24, 
1965 

January 1964; 
incorporated 
February 7, 
1964 

Monthly on 4th 
Sunday afternoon; 
special events 

8 p .m. second 
Monday of 
month 

Number of 
Members 

117 

200 

Dues or 
AdmissiJn 

Fee 

$2 . 00 annual 

$2 .00 annual 

Free 

$1.00 annual; 
$25 . 00 life. 
Museum free; 
donations 
welcome 

Days and 
Hours Open 

Daily except Sunday; 
evenings Monday 
through Thursday 

2- 5 p.m . Sunday 
and holidays, 
Memorial Day 
through Labor 
Day, or by 
appointment 
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Creston 
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jVAN BUREN 

89 

Keosauqua 

1-lO 

Dysart Historica l Nus e um 
31 5~ Nain Street 
Dysart, I owa 522 24 

Robert Schlotterback 
315 ~lain Street 
Dysart, Iowa 52224 

Tama Count y Historical Society 
Toledo, Iowa 

Roy L. Shaffer , President 
lll East Six t h Street 
Tama, I owa 

Tama Indian Settlemen t 
W of Tama, Iowa 

Lake of Three Fires State Park 
2 miles N of Bedford on 
Iowa 49 , and 2 miles E 

State Conservation Commission 
Val l ey Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut St r ee ts 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Mount Pisgah 
2 miles W of U. S . 169 
near Lor :me r, Iowa 

Bentonsport 
W of Keosauqua, Iowa 

He rbert K. Redhead 
Mason House Museum 
Bentonsport, Iowa 

Fea t u r es h i s t orical i t ems fr om centra l l owa , r oc k 
s pec i mens, wa r relics , o l d guns da ting back to 1770 , 
antique hous eho l d items , ea rl y business machines , 
a nd 3 la rge co llection of odd and curious money of 
the world. 

On Seven Hill s Road 2 mil e s N o f Dysart a se ri e s o f 
scenic hills cut by nature are often r e f e rred t o as 
the '' Litt le Oza rks of Iowa . '' 

Articles of historic interest, collected by the 
Society, are displayed in cases loca t e d in the 
corridors of Tama Count y Courthouse . Included a r e 
pioneer, Indian, and wa r relics, and items of genera l 
interest . 

App r oximately 1, 500 Hesquakie Indians live on a 
settlement - - not a reservation- - comprising some 
3,600 ~cres of timberland and river bott om along 
the Iowa Rive r . The land i s owned by t he Indians, 
who are descenden t s of members of the Sac and Fox 
tribe s . Some f arming is done, and man) of the 
I ndians are emp l oyed in Tama and neighboring towns. 
Bead work, baskets , bows and a rrows, tomahawks, and 
jewelry are made by others and so ld a t many of the 
homes or at roadside stands . 

According to l egend , grea t Indian council meetings 
were held within the 642 acres included in the park . 
When the Indians roamed Iowa's prairies this was 
one of their f avorite hunting grounds. It is said 
that the exac t location of their council meetings 
was announced by the smoke of three fires built on 
top of a high hill . The valley that is now the bed 
of the Lake of Three Fires was the ga thering place 
for many a pow- wow, council, or relig i ous festival . 

This is the site of one of 8 camps or sta tions 
es tablished by the Mormons on their trek from 
Nauvoo , Illinois to Ut ah in 1846 . These Camps of 
Israe l were conceived as r es t cam ps for those unable 
to continue the journey, and as supply stations for 
late r groups headed wes t . Located on high hills 
overlooking the Gr and River Va lley , Nount Pisgah 
reache d a population of about 3 , 000 a t its peak , 
and was occupied until 1852 . All that remains today 
is a burial ground and a limestone obe lisk erected 
in 1888 in memory of t he 800 Mormons who d i ed he re in 
l84E, 1847 , and 1848. Individual g r ave markers we r e 
no t used, as it was feared these would attract 
Indians who might dis turb the burials . 

Once a bustling steamboat town of nearly 2,500 
people, situated on the Des Haines River, Bentonsport 
is now referred to as "Iowa's livel i est ghost town " 
or the !!Williamsburg of the Midwest . 11 It is a pproached 
over a one - lane iron bridge , one of the oldest still 
i n use across the Des Moines River . The fi r st paper 

(Continued on next page ) 

1964 

April 9 , 
1942 

First Saturday 
in April at 2 
p .m. 

1 

Free will 
donations 

165 50c annua l; 
(of museum exhibits 
wl-:ich free 

150 
a rc 
honorary) 

Wee k days 
Apri 1 1-
0ctober l; 
other times 
by appoint 
ment 

8 a .m. to 5 p.m . 
daily, except 
Sunday, or when 
Courthouse is 
open 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

VAN BUREN 

(continued) 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility ; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Bonaparte Dam and Locks 
Bonaparte, Iowa 

Iowaville 
W of Se lma, Iowa 

Activities or Projects, Features , 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

mill in Iowa was located here; there were also gra in 
and weaving mi lls. The remains of old foundations, 
cabins, mansions, and business houses, and the old 
river dam may be seen. Several homes have been re
stored . 

Mason House (1846) was patronized by steamboat 
ca pt ains and r a ilroaders when this was one of 
Iowa 1 s largest towns . All river traffic ceased in 
1872. The brick and stone building has been restored 
and serves as a museum with lavish Victorian 
furnishings o f over a century ago. A count ry s t ore, 
stocked with merchandise from the past , is next door 
t o t he hotel; the 1852 Steamboat Go thic building 
wa s once Iowa's seventh post office, built of black 
walnut . The Odd Fellows ( I.O.O.F.) Hall, buil t in 
the 1840's, was originally a furniture stor e . The 
building now houses a l a r ge col l ection of Indian 
artifacts and pioneer relics. 

The Pr esbyt e ri an Church, built in 1855, was one of 
four churches in the town, and has been preserve d . 
The Methodist Church continues in use . 

Vernon, or South Bentonsport, located opposite 
Bentonsport on the Des Mo ines River, was a l so a 
flourishing town with mil ls, stores, and a clay 
pottery factory noted for its excellent jugs, c rocks, 
and drain tile. The Vernon School, erected in 1867-
1868, is a c lassic brick building and served the 
area for over 90 yea rs. 

These lock walls and dam shoulder are the only ones 
remaining of the old Des Moines River navigat ional 
system. Bonaparte, another of the old steamboat 
towns, was named for the French Emperor. It was 
sett l ed in 1837. In 1839, the Territorial Legislature 
of Iowa g ranted William Meek, founder of the town, 
the right t o build a dam and locks, which were 
comp l e ted two years later. The locks were 135 feet 
long, and the passage way was 35 feet wide . The 
old iron rings to which the boats tied up are a lso . 
still in place . Disasterous floods in 1902 and 19 03 
washed most of the dam away, after which the many 
mills (grist mil l s, saw mills, and wool en mills) 
that lined the rive r bank were forced to close . A 
flood in 19 05 removed the last remnants of the old dam. 

The Iowa Indians established their principal village her e 
along the Des Mo ines River . Never a lar ge tribe, the Iowas 
were constantly at war with the Sac and Fox, and often with 

Date 
Organized 

the Sioux and Osage Indians. The village was burned and most 
of the Iowas were kil l ed'in 1824 by a huge war party of Sac 
and Fox warrior s led by Pashepah, 11The Stabber. 11 Black Hawk, 
then a young chief, also took part in the battle. Both Black 
Hawk and Keokuk spent much time in the area, and Black Hawk was 
buried near her e, at his dying r equest L on the farm of James 
H. Jordan, Indian Agent and trader . On July 3, 1839, Chief 
Black Hawk's bo dy was taken· from the grave . Abou t a year later 
the bones were recovered from a dentist in Quincy, Illinois. 
He had r eceived them f r om St . Louis . Black Hawk's widow then 
left the remains in the care of 11good old man 11 , Govc......,or Lucas. 
The bones were! placed in the museum of the Burlington Geo logical 
and Historical Society and lost when the building burned in 1855 . 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
.Admission 

Fee 

Days and 
Hours Open 

ch ildren 9 : 30 a.m.-6 p.m . 
April l through 
October 



Lacey- Keosauqua Sta te Park 
near Keosauqua, Iowa, 
off I owa 1 

State Conse rvation Commission 
Va lley Bank Building 
Fourth and Wa lnut Stree ts 
Des Noines , I owa 50308 

Horris Park and Huseum 
Stockport, Iowa 

Phil Stong Birthplace 
Pittsburg, Iowa 

Pioneer Histor ical Soc i ety 
Farmington, Iowa 

Robert H. Satterly, President 
Farmington, Iowa 52626 

or 
Mrs. Verna Ol son, Co rresponding 
Secre tary, Farmington, Iowa 52626 

Shi me k State Forest 
E of Fa rmington, off 
Iowa 2 

State Conservation Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fou r th and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 5030.3 

This is Im<~a's largest park-- 2,260 acres of flower 
and shrub covered woods on the great horseshoe bend 
of the Des ~!cines River . The site of an ancient 
Indian village and a series of Indian mounds a r e 
located near the river . The mounds have been 
excavated and their contents r emoved to museums . 
Ely's Fo r d , on the N side of the park, was the river 
crossing for the ~lorman Tra i 1 and the pioneers, before 
bridges were built . Woodsmen lived on the southern 
slopes of one of the ridges in the park . These 
pi oneers made t heir entire living by cu tting an d 
selling timber. The ruins of some of the old cabins 
may still be seen . The ''Honey W~r ' ' boundary dis -
pute between Iowa and Hi ssouri in 18 37 was over a 
12·-mile trac t of timberland in this area . Many 
trees in the park are over 200 yea rs old . A wide 
varie ty o f ferns and wild an i mals abound in the a rea , 
and a s pecies of cot t ony prairie grass , f ound nowhere 
else in Iowa, g rows on one part of the park's go lf 
cou r se . 

A memorial log cab in, a replica of the original built 
by pioneers Henry an d Ja ne Norris a t th i s site, is 
l ocated in a grove of hardwood trees . The cabin and 
other buildings house re 1 ics of the ~1idwest -- pioneer 
tools, ag ricu l tural equipment, and dom .!stic items . 
A one - room ru r a l schoolhouse, re plica of a water 
mill, and small lake are a ls o in the pa rk. 

There is little left of the pioneer village laid out 
on the Des Moines River , near Keosauqua , in 1839 . 
There were mills and a liquor distill~ry that was one 
of the first to produce "quality bourbon . n The two
story, red brick house in which Iowa author Phil 
Stong was born is still occupied as a residence . 
Stong i s best remembe r ed for his novel, St a te Fai r , 
and a fictionalized tale of early settlers in the new 
Iowa Territory , entitled Buckskin Br eec hes. His 
family operated the store in Pittsburg for many yea rs. 
St ong died in 1959 and is buried in Keosauqua . 

Or gan ized to locate, preserve , and mark historic land
marks , sites , .:.nd point s of i nterest. The old 
Congregational Church ( 1847) in Fa rmington is being 
rest ore d to be m;~ int ained as a museum. It was the 
second chu rch of that denomin a tion to be es t ab lished 
west of the Mississippi and is now the oldest st ill 
standing. The building was pa tterned after the little 
white country chu rches of Ne'"' Eng land . 

The Burg Building , built in 1874 f o r the Bu r g Carriage 
and ',.J' agon Manufac t uring Company , is an ou t s t and ing 
example of a native limestone building of a bygone 
da y . The annua l production of the factory was 350 
wagons and buggies . 

Old Line House, a wayside inn o r tave rn of the l a te 
1830 1 s is !~; mile E of Farming ton on Iow:t 2 . The 
br ick and stone building· is now a r esil!ence . 

A 3 , 975-acre forest located in Van Buren and Lee 
Counties, offering a chance to return to a wilder
ness a r ea ,and offering hunting , fishing in four 
stocked ponds, hikin g on fine trails, picnicking, and 
primitive ca~ping . Since 193 7 , ap proxima tely 300 
gcres have been planted to red, white, and jack pine . 

flay 24, 
1966 

7 : 30 p .m. 
l as t Mor: 
day of eaoh 
montt. ex 
cept 
December 

184 

Free 

$1 . 00 annual; 
family , sus
taining , $10 . 00; 
endowrnen t, 
$25 . 00; bene 
f ac tor (clubs 
and organizations ) 
$50 . 00 ; life, 
$ 100 .00 

Sunday; other 
times by 
appointment 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

VANBUREN 

(continued) 

Ottumwa 

H-9 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Van Buren Count y Historical Society 
Keosauqua, Iowa 

Clay Lanman , President 
Keosauqua , Iowa 52565 

or 
Thea M. Cook , Historian 
Keosauqua , Iowa 52565 

Grave of Ch ief Wapello 
Near Agency, Iowa 

Ottumwa Public Library 
129 N. Court St reet 
Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 

Ottumwa Hemorial Park 
No rth Jefferson Street 
Ottumwa, Iowa 

.Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays , Exhi]its; Other Comments 

Pearson House, with its double end chimneys , built 
in the 1840's, has been r estored . The house was 
damaged during the tornado of Apri l 16 , 1967 . A 
trapdoor in one of the rooms leads to a small secret 
ce lla r used as a hideout for esca ping slaves , t r aveling 
on the Unde r g r ound Railroad . An annual t our of 
historic homes has been held s ince 1965 in various towns 
in the county . Two books on Van Bu ren County and its 
part in the Ci v il War have been written by Thea M. 
Co~k, Co unty Superintendent of Schoo ls. A museum in 
downtown Keosauqua is planned . 

Van Bu r en County Courthouse constructed fro~ 1840-
1843 is the oldest courthouse in con tinuous use in 
Iowa, the second oldest to be completed (Lee County 
was finished the year before ) , and was the scene of 
the state•s firs t murder trial. The bri ck wa lls of 
the building are 22 inches thick at the first sto r y 
level . Oak timbers, a foot squa r e , support t he 
floors, and the inte rior is trirruned in walnut from 
trees hewn near the courthouse site. 

Bonneyview, built in 1839, is the oldest frame hous e 
in town, and overlooks the river . 

Hotel Manning is a c lassic example of St eamboa t Gothic 
architecture . A long second stor y veranda affords a 
view of the Des Moines Rive r . Be low this porch , 
high water marks es t ab lished by early floods, are 
painted on the bricks . Edward Mannin&s horne, in a 
residential section, is one of the showplace s of 
Keosa uqua. 

Four important Indian chiefs live d in the area a round 
present day Ottumwa . Iowa counties and cities have 
been named for them- -Wapello, Mahaska, Keokuk, and 
Poweshiek . Chief Wapello is buried at the site of 
the old Indian Agency ( 1838) , at his request, in a 
plot with Gene r al Jose ph Stree t a nd his family. 
Street was the Indian Agent and a c lose friend of 
Wapello, who was considered a wise counse l or ahd able 
leader, farsighted in his thinking . He did much to 
further peaceful relations with the white men. The 
graves a r e along the C. B. & Q Railroad right - of - way 
and a number o f historical ma rkers have been erected 
at the site . Atop th~ Wape llo County Courthouse and 
directly ove r the Fourth Street entrance stands a 
statue of Chief Wapello, dedicated in 1894 . 

The lobby and dome of the building are decorated with 
murals by the Ge rman artis t, Johannes Scheiwe . The 
library has a collection of Babylonian tablets dating 
back to 2350 B.C., and an unusua l collection of dolls 
in the Children's Department . 

A small zoo, containing bison ( buffalo), deer, llamas , 
and smaller an i mals in cages are the chief f ea ture . 
Woode9 rav ines, a rustic foot bridge, and picnic 
facilities are included in the park . 

Date 
Organized 

1960 

Time of 
Meetings 

3rd Friday 
of month 

Number of 
Members 

116 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

$1. 00 annua 1 

Days and 
Hours Open 

9 a.m .- 9 p.m . 
weekdays 



r7l 
LJ 
Indianola 

G-6 

WASHINGTON 

92 

Washington 

G-10 

Wapello Co unty Hist orical Soc iety 
Ottumwa, Iowa 

Elmer K. Bekman, President 
107 North Court Street 
Ottumwa , Iowa 52501 

or 
W. Sinclair Venables, Curator 
165 West Alta Vista 
Ottumwa, Iowa 52501 

Berry Woods 
5 miles NW of Indianola, Iowa 

Don L . Berry 
101 South Buxton 
Indianola, Iowa 50125 

or 
Dr . Donald De Lisle 
Department of Botan y 
Simps on College 
Indianola, Iowa 50125 

Na ture Trail 
E from North Ninth Street, along 
the city limits of Indianola, Iowa 

Mrs. G. A. Grant 
Indianola Park Board 
Indianola, Iowa 50125 

Warren County Historical Society 
Indianola, Iowa 

James C. Patrick, President 
104 East Hende r son 
Indianola, Iowa 50125 

or 
Miss Ruth M. Jackson, Historian 
510 North I 
Indianola, Iowa 50125 

Amish Set tlement 
Near Kalona , I owa 

Iowa Nennonite Historical Society 
Kalona, Iowa 
John Gingerich, President 

Walnut School 
Between Wash i ngton and 
Brighton, Iowa on Iowa 

Washington County Conservation Board 
214 North Avenue B 
Washington, Iowa 52353 

In January, 1966 a museum was open ed in City Hall. 
Housed in the main lobby and on the building 1 S third 
floor, the collection includes a wooden beam plow, old 
hand tools, sausage mil l, railroad car coupler, war 
mementoes , a Swedish Bible, and other items assoc i ated 
with \~apello Coun t y history. A larger museum in 
permanent quarte rs is planned. 

A 42 - acre timber trac t located on the bluffs of 
Hiddle River, containing many old trees, wild flowers , 
and fungi . Donated by newspaper publisher Don L. 
Berry to the Iowa Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, 
to be preserved for nature study . 

A 3/4 mile stretch of abandoned railroad right - of 
way, formerly part of a branch line of the Chicago, 
Burlington, and Quincy Rail road from Chariton to 
Indianola (1881 - 1961), preserved in its w~ld state 
as a walking nature trail and r efuge for birds, 
animals, and insects. Used by biology classes for 
study of native plants . 

An annual antique exhibit is held at the Warren 
County Fairgrounds in August . The Mount Hope School 
House has been moved to the fairgrounds, to be 
restored and furnished as of the 1910 period . In 
preparation are count y maps to show old stage route s, 
Indian camps , mi lls, mines , rural schools, railroads , 
and cemeteries, and an illustrated Warren County 
anno tat ed directory . Plans include marking of 
historic sites . 

The first Amish settlers came to this area in 1846. 
The st rictest of four distinct groups are the Old 
Order Amish, characterized by their resistance to 
change and simple way of life. Horse - drawn buggies 
are used for transportation rather than automobiles, 
and most modern conveniences are rejected . Homes are 
usually large, sometimes with 11 g randpa 11 houses or 
smaller homes attached for use of succeeding generations . 
The settlement may be seen along Iowa 1 , where motorists 
are warned to 11watch for horse - drawn vehicles 11 which 
use the surfaced shoulde>s of the highway . 

Mennonite Museum maintained . 

One of the few one- room schoolhouses preserved in 
its original state. It was formerly known as 
Memorial Miller School . 

Oc tober 14, 
1959 

January, 
1966 

1960 

1948 

2nd liednesday 
in February, 
~larch , Apri 1, 
Octobe r and 
November 

321 

Las t Tuesday 2 75 
in Janua r y, 
Na r ch , May, · 
July, September, 
and Novembe r 

41 

$2 . 00 annual 
$50 . 00 life 

$1.00 annual ; 
$10 . 00 life 

Visited only 
with pennission 



County and 
County Seat; 
Nlap Location 
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Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Yashington County Historica l Society 
Washington, Iowa 

Laurance Miksch, President 
or 

Charles Hotle 
Box 169 
Washington, Iowa 52353 

or 
Edna Jones 
1623 North Marion Avenue 
Washington, Iowa 52353 

Wassonville Mill Site 
1 mile N of Wellman, Iowa 

Washington County Conservation Board 
214 North Avenue B 
Washington, Iowa 53353 

Dickey Museum (S hantytown) 
N edge of Cor ydon, Iowa 

Art Dickey 
511 West English 
Cor ydon, Iowa 50060 

Harry's Dog House 
Nex t t o Dial Telephone Building 
Humeston, Iowa 

H. W. Marks 
P . 0 . Box 215 
Humes t on, Iowa 50123 

Wayne County Historical Soc i ety 
Cor ydon, Iowa 

Amy Robe rt son , President 
Promise City, Iowa 52583 

or 
Orpha Green, Curator 
408 East State Street 
Co r ydon , Iowa 50060 

Jlctivities or Projects, Features, 
Displays , Exhibits; Other Comments 

Annual summer tours to points of historic interest 
within Washington County are sponsored. A room in 
the City Library contains written materia 1 . 

The Alexander Young lo~ house, bui lt in 1840 on a 
320- acre tract 4): miles NW of \-lashington, was moved 
to Sunset Pa rk in 1912 and restored by the DAR as 
a relic of pioneer days . The cabin has been furnished 
with over 200 an tiques appropriate to the period when 
it was built . 

The Timothy Brown Nemorial in Elm Grove Cemetery was 
erected by the State of Iowa and citizens of Washington, 
Iowa. Brown, a Revolut ionary soldier, served under 
General Geo rge Washington and died in Washington 
County on May 30, 1852 at the age of 90. 

The site of the old town of Wassonville and the mil l , 
located along the Engl i sh Ri ver , has teen preserved as 
a picnic area. According to legend, John Br own stayed 
in the village and left boxe s of clothing, never claimed. 
A peaceful old cemetery and an old quarry si t e are near
by. Indian camps and mounds along the rive r . 

Included are an old - time general store, post office, 
blacksmith shop , and telephone office of the pe riod 
around 1900 . Store inc ludes over 1,2 00 items, such 
as coffee gtinder, scales, old cash register, lard 
press, cheese cutter, biscuit boxes, tinned food . 
11 Never Sink 11 soa p, wearing apparel, old guns and 
sporting goods, razors, Waterbury watches , iron 
kettles, granite ware, wooden utensi l s and tools, 
dishes, flat irons, iron t oys, saddles , and ho r se 
collars . The post office boxes a re from the old 
Allerton, Iowa post office . In addition, there are 
b~acksmith tools, a harness repair display, a 
Co lumbia gear driven bicyc l e , old buggies and spring 
wagons, a broom making mach ine, old gasol ine eng ines, 
and a 1911 Spocke Cyc le Automobile assembled in 
Corydon . 

A collection of over 9,000 ornamental dogs, c laimed 
to be the world's largest , is on display in four 
bu i l dings or rooms. Over 100 of t he figures move , 
including a ferris wheel, merry- go-round, and 
teeter- totter. 

Lectures, study clubs , and hobby workshops are 
s pons ored. The museum, located on Iowa 2 , cont ains 
over 20,000 items re l ated to Wayne County history . 
Exhib i ts include general me rchandise; the cage and 
safe from the or i g inal Ocobock Bank of Corydon, 
robbed of $10,000 by Jesse James; dentist's office ; 
doctor's office; an early kitchen, parlor, and bed 
room; barber shop; toy shop; music room; church; 
jail; and courtroom furniture and railings from th e 
courtroom where Clell Mil ler, a membe r of the 

Date 
Organized 

December 2 , 
1959 

July, 
1942 

Nuse\.ttll 
erected 
1942 

Time of 
Meetings 

February, June, 
Sept ember 

Quarterly 

Number of 
Members 

110 

1,079 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

$1. 00 annual 

35c; chi ldren 
l5c 

Free 

$1.00 annual; 
$10 . 00 life 

Museum 50c; 
children 
25c 

Days and 
Hours OfJen 

Surraner holidays 
or by appoint
men t for gr oups . 

l- 5 p .m. except 
Monday, during 
summer; Sundays 
only during winter; 
other times by 
appointmen t 



For t Dodge 

D-5 

Dolliver Memor i al St a t e Pa r k 
4 miles NW of Lehigh 
off Iowa 50 

State Conservation Conun i ssion 
Va lley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Fort Dodge Hi storical Foundation 
Fort Dodge Historica l Nuseurn 
P .O. Box U 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 

Q. La rue Ma r quesen, President 
P .0 . Box 458 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 50501 

Jesse James gang , was tried for murder. There a r e 
also col l ections of early tools and ove r 300 va rieties 
of bird s an d an imals from Wayne Count y . An addition 
to the museum building is planned . The D.~ . R . Log 
Cabin in Co rydon's \.Ja lden Park has been given t o the 
Soc i e ty . This cabin is built from logs used in the 
orig inal pioneer home o f the Niles family in the 
early l850 1 s . It is planned to move the cabin nea r 
t he museum . 

The .Little Red School House, located a mile north of 
Lineville on U.S . 65 , is also owned by the Society . 
The old school building is equ ipped with desks, pot
bellied stoves, class room equipment, and manikins 
of the teacher and pupils in the dress o f their day . 

This 572 - acre a r ea i s one of five l a r ge parks 
loca ted on thE' Des Moines River , and is a memo r i a l 
to Jona than P . Do lliver, ora tor, statesman , (U . S . 
Senator f r om Iowa 190~1910), a nd conservationist 
who once lived and worked in these hills and valleys . 
A br onze likeness of Dolliver has been placed on a 
sand s t one ledge , above a spr ing , loca t ed in t he 
cen t e r of the park. Of inte r est a re the deep ravines, 
massive sandstone c lif fs, caves, and wooded hills 
covered with a lmost ever y variety of tree , shrub, 
wild flower ~ and f e rn native t o central Iowa . Indian 
mounds are located atop one of the highes t points in 
the State. Bone yard Hollow, a narrow, rocky ravine 
running back from t he river, was named for the wagon 
loads of bones of buffa lo (bison), e lk, and dee r 
unearthed there by early settlers . I t is believed 
tha t Ind i ans used this dead end va l ley as a tra p for 
the anima ls, and many ancient Indian r e lics have been 
found here. Co pperas bed s (sandstone b luffs impregnated 
with iron) are the park 's mos t unusual geo l og ical 
feature. These deposit s lie a long the banks of 
Pr ai rie Cr eek and we r e used by Indians for pa int and 
dyes . Dolliver is also a parad i se fo r birds . Just 
outside t he pa r k is Woodman Hollow, a deep go r ge cut 
into t he sandstone slopes, famous for f e rns and wild 
flowe rs. 

Leh i gh was set tled in the 1850's and was first ca lled 
Slabtown, t hen Tyson's Mil l and Vesper, before the 
change t o its present name . For many year s coal 
min ing was the chief industry . Lehigh is now one 
of the l argest clay pr oducing towns in the area . 

An exact r ep lica of a gove rnment fort built in 1850 
for the Sixth U. S . Infantry Dragoons to protect the 
earl y settlers agains t hostile Sioux Indians . The 
post's su tler was Major William Williams , who later 
became the fir s t mayor of the Ci t y of Fort Dodge 
af ter the fort was al andoned in 1853 . The original 
fort was located about a mile from the present si t e , 
on Liza rd Cr eek where i t joined t he Des Moines River . 
Two original log cabins-- one the first hotel and the 
other the first post office in Fort Dodge--were used 
in r ec r eating the o l d fort . It was f r om Fort Dodge 
tha t Ma j or Wi ll iams led the Spirit Lake Massacre 
Relief Ex pedi tion in 1857 . Col lections of the old 
Webs t e r County Historical Socie t y (organ i zed 19 31) 
are included in the museum displa ys , consi s ting of 
India n a rtifacts , pioneer a rtic l es r e l a t ed t o the 

(Con tinued on next page) 

Dedica t ed 
June 28, 
1925 

1962; 
r eplica 
of fort 
dedicated 
in May, 
1964 

50(: ; child r en 
2Sc 

Memorial Day 
through Labor 
Day 9 a .m. -
9 p .m. ; 1- 5 p.m . 
through October ; 
c lased Novembe r 
until May 30 ; other 
times by appoint 
men t 



CoJ,mty and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

WEBSTER 

(continued) 

Forest City 

A-6 

i W' NNESHifl1 
I 

96 

' Decorah 

A-10 

Name of Society, Organization, 
or Facility; Address or Location ; 
Person to Contact and .Address 

Pi one e r Mus eum 
Ma in Stree t 
Ha rcourt, Iowa 50544 

Francis Carlson , Sr . , Own e r 

Pilot Knob State Park 
4 miles E and 1 mile S of 
Forest City , Iowa 

State Conservation Commis sion 
Va lley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut Street s 
Oes Moine s , I owa 50308 

Bernatz Mi 11 
Deco r ah, Iowa 

Bily Clock Exhibit 
Dvorak House 
Spillville, Iowa 52 168 

c. J . Ander a, Manager-Curator 
Spi llvi lle, I owa 52 168 

Activities or Projects , Features, 
Displays , Exhibits ; Other Comments 

community, a reproduc tion of Fort Schuyle r built by 
men of the North Iowa Brigade in 186 0 , leg irons 
us ed on the assassin of President William NcKinley, 
century- old furniture and home furnishings , fossils 
and rocks , stuffed birds, Wor l d Wa r I and II 
articles, and Chinese and Alaskan art . The fort is 
surrounded by a stockade . Outside the wa ll is the 
fi r st school built in Webs t e r County , a t Bo r der 
Plains , and nAr cs Art 11

1 a collection of wood and 
concre t e ~ igures of bison, deer, elk , po l ar bear, 
camel, r hino , and other life- si ze animals carved 
and formed by t he late Ar t Caffrey on his farm near 
J olley , and moved here i n 1966 . 

Feat u r es a collection of an tique tools , f urnishings , 
u t en si l s , and family be l ong i ngs b r ought to Iowa 
f r om Sweden . Nadel 11 rooms'' i nclude a ch ild r en's 
room , with t oys an d smal l f urni t ure ; a l iv i ng 
r oom, complete with pa r lo r organ , Ed ison phon ~ · 

graph, iron heating s t ov e , and r ocking cha ir; a 
bedroom with antique furnish i ngs; an d a k i t chen 
with iron r ange , cupboa rd, kettles, and di shes. 
There are a ls o over 125 old irons , fr om t Oe c ha r coal 
irons and flatirons to electric irons; a top buggy ; 
1856 Wheeler and Wi lson sewing machine; sle i gh 
bells; a 1925 Model T r oadster; early spa rk plugs ; 
ant.i que g r eeting cards; gr indstone; wooden pump; 
bee smokers; a maga zine and newspa per c ollection; 
an d o ld Swedi sh family Bible . 

See Hanc ock Coun ty for informati on 

For ne; rly a century thi s mil l wa s run by power 
furn~shed by the Uppe r I owa River. It is gene r ally 

'-- re--g.,~·ect as th e las t o f Iowa 1 s truly great mills t o 
have opera t ed with fu l l water power . In 1947 ~ 

Date 
Organized 

1966 

/ 
l e.v r~ e wa s built whic h blocked the flow of wa ter /, 
through t he o ld millrac e , so a switch was made to ~/ 
diese l power until the ~ill ceased operations in ~ 
1966. Thr ea t ened With dest ruct ion in 1967, local ~ 
his t orian's hope t o preserve the distinctiv e old f ton e 
building . I 

Hand- carved c l ocks o f unique de sign , wi th mechanica l 
figures created by the Bily ( pronounced Bee lee ) 
brothe rs--Frank L. ( 1884-1 965) and J oseph C. ( 188 0-
1964 ) . Of Czech descent, the bro thers • ma in occupa 
tions were farming and c a rpentry ; wood carving was 
thei~ hobby . Woods from a round t he world we re used 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Days and 
Hours Open 

35c 

SOc ; c hi ldren 
8- 11, 20c ; 
s pec i a l rat e s 
to schools and 
large groups 

1- 5 p. m., May 1 
to Se pt emb e r 1; 
othe r time s by 
a ppointment 

8 :3 0 a . I0 .-5:30 p.m., I 
Ha y t hr :> ugh Oc':r>~e~ ; 

on ::all daily 1. ~1 March , 
-\pri 1, and November; 
on ca ll 3undays Otl ly i.n 1 

D?.cemt>c r and Feb r ua r J ; 
..: l · )~.H!d dur i. 1g .January 



Bloomfield Township Historical Society 
Castalia, Iowa 

Wayne Timmerman, President 
Casta lia, Iowa 52133 

Dunning's Spring 
Decorah, Iowa 

Fort Atkinson State Park 
NE edge of Fort Atkinson, Iowa 

State Conserva tion Commission 
Valley Bank Building 
Fourth and Walnut 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

Ice Cave 
Decorah, Iowa 

to carve the Apos tles 1 Pa rad e Clock, Ame rican Pionee r 
Hi s t o r y Clock. S t a tu a r y C loc k, Lindberg h C l oc k, Little 
Br own Church Cl ock, Par a di se Clock, Village Blac ksmith 
Cl oc k, Pa ra de of Na tions Cl ock , a nd many other s . The 
fir s t o f the c loc ks was carve d in 19 13 . The coll ec 
tion is hou s ed in the building occupied by the c om
poser, Antonio Dvorak during hi s stay in Spillville 
in 1893. Guides describe the va rious f eatures of the 
clocks and demonstrate the mechanical features, 
c. hi·ne 3 , and music boxes . A museum is located on the 
second floor of the building. Unusual items of pioneer 
times·, wood - carving tools used by the Bily brothers, 
and old coins are displayed. A separate room dedi cated 
to C•vorak contains memorabilia related to the famous 
composer of 11 New World Symphony 11 , 11 Humoresque '' , and 
11Ameri can Quartette tt , including the organ he used in 
Spillville. 

The Antonio Dvorak Memorial is located in Riverside 
Park, at Spillville. 

Just outside a large cave eroded into the side of a 
rock bluff the gurgling waters of a cool spring 
tumble down the 60-foot cliffside. 

This federal military post was established in 1840 
to protect the peaceful Winnebago Indians against the 
hostile Sioux Indians. The earliest forts were 
usually made of logs, but Fort Atkinson was built 
of limestone, quarried nearby . It took two years to 
complete, and cost the Army about $90,000 . Although 
the fort was heavily armed, there is no record of its 
ever being attacked . In 1848, the Winnebagos moved 
to a new reservation at Fort Snelling, by treaty, and 
there was no longer a need for Fort Atkinson . The 
last troops left on February 24, 1849. Supplies were 
sold and, although a caretaker was appointed, travelers 
and settlers found the old fort a wonderful source of 
firewood, glass, lumber , and hardware . Finally, the 
buildings were sold for $3,521 in 1855 and the land 
made available to settlers for $1 . 25 per acre. The 
only buildings to survive destruction were the south
west blockhouse , one powder magazine, a nd part of 
the north stone barracks . The fort wa s acquired by 
the state of Iowa in 1921; r econstruction began in 
1958. The historical museum is located in the old 
barracks and hospital . Artifacts and information 
pertaining to the fort and the military forces who 
served there are on display, including rosters, maps, 
and uniforms. Many artifacts were recovered by 
archeologists in 1966 from the original outhouses 
within the fort. The latrines were evidently used 
as a dump by military pe!sonnel and such things as 
broken plates, cups, mugs, pitchers, bottles , uniform 
buttons and buckles, spurs, parts of old muskets, 
pieces of window g lass, gaily decorated chamber pots 
with matching lids, and a fanc y carved ivory cane 
head were recovered . 

Located on a high rocky bluff overlooking the Upper 
Iowa River, the cave is over 200 feet deep. It was 
formed when a large stone slab broke away from the 
face of the cliff, leaving the hole exposed . Ice 
forms _ in the cave from condensed moisture during the 
summer. 

1962 

Museum es
tablished 
in 1961 

l 

Second Sunday 
of month 

68 $1. 00 annua 1 

Free Hid -May through 
mid - October, 1-5 
p.m. Monday through 
Friday; 10 a.m .-5 
p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday; closed 
during winter 



County and 
County Seat ; 
Map Location 

WINNESHIEK 

Name of Society, Organization , 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Norwegian-American Museum 
520 West Water Street 
Decorah, Iowa 52101 

Dr. Marion Nelson 
or 

Mrs . Betty Seegmiller , 
Administrative Assistant 

Saint Anthony of Padua Chapel 
Festina, Iowa 

Spillville Mill 
Spillville, Iowa 

Trout Run Mill 
1 mile SE of Decorah, Iowa, 
a long Iowa 9 

Wiest Mill 
N of Ft. Atkinson, Iowa 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

One of the oldest and largest immigrant museums in 
this c ountry, displaying over 10,000 items, pre
dominantly Old World treasures and pioneer life 
exhibits. Through original artifacts, the life and 
culture of Norwegians in their native land and after 
they established themselves in America is shown . In
cluded are large collections of materials from the 
Indians and Eskimos, models of immigrant ships , log
wheeled wagons, equipment used in farming and lumbering, 
wood carvings, rosemaling (rose painting), bridal 
crowns, provincial costumes, decorated chests, jewelry, 
paintings, pewter, china and glass, textiles, old 
weapons, rock spec i mens , birds' eggs, biological 
specimens , and coins. A group of typical pioneer 
buildings has been built on Luther Co l lege campus as 
part of the museum . Workshops are conducted during 
the summer in Scandinavian c r afts. On Sundays, 
special activities include demonstrations of pioneer 
crafts, with hostesses in costumes, and folk music. 
A quarterly Newslet t er and other publications are issued. 

The Decorah Nordi c Fest, initiated by the Museum and 
the Ci t y of Decorah, attracts large crowds in late 
July. Norse crafts are demonstrated, No r se specia l ty 
foods served, and folk music is enjoyed. 

Decorah, the largest Luther Co l lege is located in 
Norwegian settlement in Iowa. 
wegian-American institution to 
From Main Tower, situated on a 
entrancing view of Decorah. A 
Science Bui ld ing. 

This was the first Nor
offer an academic degree . 
high bluff, there is an 
Planeta r ium is in the 

Said to be 11 the smallest cathedral in the world, " 
this little chapel seats eight people. It was built 
in 1885 by Johann Gaertner (1793-1887), who served as 
a soldier under Napoleon. Gaertner came to Iowa in 
1846 , He and his wife and sister-in - law are buried 
behind the chapel in the cemetery. The 12•xl6• chapel 
was ded i cated by Gaertner to his return from the 
disastrous winter retreat of Napoleon's army from 
Moscow. A miniature alter and stained glass windows 
were installed in 1903 . On June 13, the feast of 
Saint Anthony mass in celebrated each year . 

The rushing sound of the water pouring over the darn 
at the Spillville Mill is said to have inspired 
composer Antonio Dvorak to write his famous 
"Humoresque . " He spent the surmne r of 1893 in this 
quiet Bohemian town. The pioneer mill still grinds 
feed, but electric power is now used. The old 
water wheel went long ago, and much of the dam has 
been broken out by ice. 

Made o f native limestone, this r elic of bygone days 
has switched from water to electric power and is 
n ow a meat processing plant (Rea rd on 's). 

Built in 1857 on the Turkey Ri ver as a flour mill, 
it is still in operation, grinding livestock and 
poultry feeds. The mill pond, below the d3m is a 
popular spot with fishermen. Painted a bright red, 
with white trim and stone foundation, the mill makes 
a charming picture. 

Date 
Organized 

February 16 , 
1877 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

75~; children 
5 0<; ; adults 
in groups 
50<;; children 
in groups 
35c; c hildren 
under 6 years 
free 

Days and 
Hours Open 

9:30a.m . to 
5 :30p .m. May 
1- 0ctober 15 
on weekdays; 
noon to 5:30 
p.m. on Sundays 



~ 
~ 
Sioux City 

D-1 

Winneshiek County Historical Society 
Decorah, Iowa 

Mrs. Roy Schultz, President 
Cas talia, Iowa 52 133 

or 
Verne Koenig, Vice President 
Decorah, Iowa 52101 

Wonder Cave 
N of Decorah, Iowa 

Floyd Monument 
S of Sioux City, Iowa 
near Interstate 29 

Lewis and Clark Historical Society 
Sioux City, Iowa 

Ed Ruisch, President 
3025 McDonald Street 
Sioux City, Iowa 51104 

Sioux City Art Center 
513 Nebraska Street 
Sioux City, low~ 51101 

Sioux City Public Museum and Historical 
Association 

2901 Jackson Street 
Sioux City, Iowa 51104 

William J. Schwarting, Director 

Historic markers have been installed in the county; 
abandoned graves and cemeteries located and restored; 
Locust School, which was in ope ration for 106 years, 
has been renovated at Locust, Iowa, and a museum is 
maintained at Frankville, Iowa . The museum contains 
approximately 900 items related to the early history 
of Winneshiek County. A pioneer log cab in, over 100 
years old, has been moved to the site and restored . 

On July 12, 1966, A.F. (Bert) Porter, widely- known 
collector-naturalist of Decorah, deeded his horne and 
contents to the Socie ty to be used as a museum, operated 
by a boa rd o f trustees. Collec tions of rare butter
flies, moths, and insects from all over the world; 
stamps; and other articles are in the old Porter 
mansion. Mr . Porter died on Ma r ch 10, 1968. 

A natural cave with multicolored fo~tions, includ i ng 
an 87 · foot stalactite, 200 feet below the sur face . 

A stone obelisk rising 100 feet above the summit of 
Floyd's Bluff marks the burial place of Se r geant 
Char les Floyd, the only person to die on the Lewis 
and Clark Expedition of 1804- 1806, and the first 
U.S . soldier to die west of the Mississippi River in 
the area included in the Louisiana Purchase of 1803. 
The ent ry of August 19-20, 1804 in the journal kept 
by Lewis and Clark indicates that Sergeant ·Floyd died 
of a "s tomach disorder" (probabl y appendicitis) . His 
original grave was marked with a cedar post which 
long served as a landmark for navigators on the 
Missouri River . In 1895, the grave was opened and 
Sergeant Floyd's remains were reburied at the present 
site on August 20, 1895, the 9lst anniversary of his 
death. It was several years before arrangements were 
completed for a suitable marker . Construction on the 
towering shaft was begun in 1900 and it was dedicated 
May 30, 1901. The gr ave site and monument was the 
first registered national historic landmark in the 
United States, possessing, as the plaque reads, 
11 exceptional value in commemorating and illustrating 
the history of the United States of America . " From 
the base of the monument may be seen a sweeping 
panorama of the Missouri River and its valley and 
a view of the three states of Iowa, South Dakota, and 
Nebraska . 

The Society is mainly concerned with promoting the 
Sergeant Charles Floyd National Historic Landmark and 
the Lewis and Clark Trail. 

The art gallery includes ~ork by contemporary American 
and Midwestern artists. 

Located in the Pierce Mansion, built in 1889-1890 
by John Pierce, an early day realtor and developer . 
In the museum are displays on anthropology, archeology, 
natural history, science, and history . Plains and 
Eastern Woodland Indians (dugouts, ceremonial 
trappings, and artifacts), pioneer objects and 
clothing, glassware, birds and animals, minerals and 

(Continued on next page ) 

July 8, 
1963 

(' 

_,_ 
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Founded in 
1858 as 
Sioux City 
Lyceum; 
opened in 
1959 in 
Pierce 
Mansion 

When called; 
annual meeting 
third Saturday 
in September 

300 

200 

$1.00 annual; 
$15 . 00 life 

$1.00 annual 

Free 

?ree 

1:30- 4 p .m. 
Sunday, Memorial 
Day to October l 

10 a .m.-5 p.m. 
Tuesday through 
Saturday; l- 5 
p .m. Sunday 

9-12 a .m. and 
l-4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday through 
Saturday; 2 - 4:3~ 

p .m. Sunday; 
closed Monday 
and on national 
holidays 

., 



County and 
County Seat; 
Map Location 

WOODBURY 

(continued) 

Name of Society, Organization , 
or Facility; Address or Location; 
Person to Contact and Address 

Smithland Histor ical Soc iety 
Smithland, Iowa 51056 

Mrs . Dorothy Aldrich, President 

Stone State Park 
Route 113 
Sioux City, Iowa 5 1103 

State Conservation Commiss i on 
Valley Bank Bui lding 
Fourth and Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 50308 

War Eagle Park 
End of War Eagle Drive, 
Sioux Ci t y, Iowa 

Woodbury County Historical Society 
Sioux City, I owa 

Howard T. Lambert 
1903 Ross Street 
Sioux City, Iowa 51103 

Activities or Projects, Features, 
Displays, Exhibits; Other Comments 

fossils, Civil War articles (weapons, uniforms , and 
equipment), and a model of the steamboat, Omaha, of 
the 1850 1 s, a r e included . There are gu ided tours, 
lectures, films, study c lubs, formally organized 
educational programs for chi ldren and adults, and 
circu lating exhibitions at the museum. Schools, youth 
organizations, and civic groups participate in pro 
gram presentations. An activity center is available 
for meetings. 

The Society features a reconstructed log cabin and 
museum containing historical records, old guns, and 
pioneer relics. 

Named for Thomas Jefferson Stone , whose family 
donated this 365-acre tract to Sioux Ci : y for a park. 
The land was originally purchased by Hector Talbot 
from the earliest settlers. On the huge farmstead 
he experimented in the hybridization of anima ls and 
collected and mounted bird specimens. This area, 
at the junction of the Missouri and Big Sioux Rivers, 
was a feeding ground for many kinds of wild animals 
in the old days. The last wild buffalo (bison) is 
said to have been killed within the park boundaries. 
Many of the old, worn trails through the park are 
believed to have been originally formed by buffalo. 
The rugged wooded ridges and loess hills abound in 
wild flowers. Mo r e than 70 species have been 
identified and r ecorded here. Most unusual of these 
is the yucca and prickly pear cactus. Tall grama 
oats, one of the principal foods of the buffalo, 
thrive on the tops of the hills . Fine views may be 
had from Dakota Point, Stony Point, Mt . Lucia (1,410 
feet above sea level) , and other ridges. The miles 
of bridle trails within the park make it a popular 
place for horseback riding, while winter sports 
enthusiasts like its facilities for skiing and 
tobogganing. 

Chief War Eagle's grave is here on a h i gh bluff 
above the Nissouri River, and is marked by a cast 
conc rete block with bronze tablets, erected in 1922 . 
War Eag le, who di ed in 1851, was a lways a f r iend of 
the white man . He is said to have spent much time 
in the hills and valleys within the park. Fr om this 
lookout he could watch the approach of friends or 
enemies and t ake part in r el i giou s cer emonies. Th i s 
was sac r ed land to the Indians 1 and evidence of the ir 
many camps is f ound in Bkitchen moundsB a few miles 
nort h of the park. 

Date 
Organized 

1961 

Time of 
Meetings 

Number of 
Members 

Dues or 
Admission 

Fee 

Free 

Days and 
Hours Open 

By ap pointment 



~ 
~ 
Northwood 

A-7 

r:l u 
Clarion 

C-6 

Fertile Mill Park 
S edge of Fertile, Iowa 

Worth County Conservation Board 
C . H. Mortenson, Secretary 
619 Central Avenue 
Northwood, Iowa 50459 

4- H Historical Building 
Central Avenue West 
Clario~, Iowa 50525 

Mrs . S.L. (Fern) Perry, Hostess 
217 Second Street 
Clarion, Iowa 50525 

In 1879 , Iowa had 712 fl our and grist mills . The y 
were the center of commerce and industry. Wheat was 
an important crop . But the wheat frontier moved 
westward and, due to changes and improvements in 
marketing and transportation, new farming methods, 
the appearance of manufactured wheat products, and 
the arrival of steam power and electricity, the old 
mills disappeared into history . Many of the mills 
were damaged by high water, ice jams, fire, and vandals. 
Today, Iowa probably has no more than 18 of these 
vanishing landmarks, and none of those s till opera ting 
are powered with water alone. William Rhodes built 
this mill more than a century ago . In those days it 
was basically a flour mill; today it is used fo r 
g rinding feeds . The dam spanning the Winnebago River 
is part of the lO ·acre park. The huge gears which 
once turned the mill are still intact. 

The one-room rural schoolhouse from Lake Township, 
District No . 6, credited as the birthplace of the 
4- H emblem, has been moved to Clarion City Park . The 
building is now used as a museum of the early days of 
the 4- H Clubs and is dedicated to the mo.- mory of 
O. H. Benson (1875-1951), Wright County Superin : endent 
of Schools, who originated the emblem in this school . 
It is furnished as of the 1907-1908 period. Many 
pictures pertaining to the school and the early rural 
social life of the community are included i.n the 
historic exhibits . 

Restored 
in 1955 
and opened 
June 1, 
1956 

Donations accepted 1- 5 p.m. June, 
July, and August; 
or by appoint 
ment 



Calendar of Celebratiolls, Festivals, and Historic Events 
Observed in Iowa 

Event 

Antique Airplane Fly-In 

Autumn Leaf Tours 

Cobblestone Theatre (summer stock acting) 

Craft Day 

.Dairy Cattle Congress 

Dansk Fest 

Drake Relays 

Governor's Day Celebration 

Harvest Festival and Outdoor Art Show 

Indian PowWow 

Iowa State Fair 

Izaak Walton Annual Field Day 

Little Britches Rodeo 

Midwest Old Settlers and Threshers Reunion 

Mi~s Iowa Pageant 

National Hobo Day 

Nordic Fest 

North Iowa Band Festival 

Okoboji Summer Theatre (summer stock acting) 

Time 

Late August-Early September 

October 

June, July, August 

Late September 

Late September 

June 

Last Friday & Sat. in April 

July 

September 

Mid-August 

August 

2nd Sunday in September 

July 

5 days starting Thursday 
before Labor Day 

3rd week in June 

Mid-August 

July 

June 

July and August 

- 67 -

Location 

Ottumwa 

Fayette, Guttenberg, McGregor, 
and NE Iowa 

Clear Lake 

Nelson Pi onee r Farm, Oskaloosa 

Waterloo 

Kimballton 

Des Moine s 

Clear Lake 

Charles City 

Tama 

Des Moines 

1 mile N of Kensett 

Massena 

Mt. Pleasant 

Davenport 

Br it t 

Decorah 

Mason City 

Okoboji 



1 l 

Ok t oberfe st ( German) 

Old Settlers Reuni on 

Paint 1N Palette Club Art Show 

Pancake Day 

Popcorn Day 

-Popcorn Festival 

Riverboat Da ys 

Riveresta 

Rodeo Championship 

Rose Festival 

Saint Patrick's Celebration (Irish) 

Sauerkraut Day (German) 

Sidewalk Antique Fair 

Steamboat Days and Dixieland Jazz Festival 

Strawberries and Ice Cream Day 

Tri- State Rodeo 

Tulip Festival ( Dutch) 

Tulip Time Festival ( Dutch ) 

Ve ishea 

World's Championship Goose Calling Contest 

Oct ober 

August 

July 

End of September 

Early in Fall 

September 

1st week in July 

Summer 

August 

June 

3 days in March 

Early in Fall 

September 

3rd week in June 

Late June 

September 

3rd week in May 

2nd week in Ma y 

1st week in May 

Lat e September 

- 68 -

Amana 

Monroe 

Antioch School--Grant Wood 
Memorial Park and Log Cabin 
Art Gallery , 4 mi les SE of 
Anamosa 

Centervi ll e 

Ida Grove 

Hamburg 

Clinton 

LeClaire 

Sidney 

State Center 

Emmetsburg 

Ackley 

Fort Dodge 

Burlington 

Strawberry Point 

Fort Madison 

Orange City 

Pella 

I owa St a t e University , Ames 

Missouri Valley 



Name 

Abbe Creek School Museum 
Ada Hayden Prairie 
Adair County Histor i cal Society 
Adams Count y Historical Society 
Adolph Munson Park 
A. F. den Boer Crabapple Arboretum 
Albert W. McCallum Museum 
Alexander Young Log House 
Allamakee County Historical Society 
Allamakee County Museum 
Altoona Historical Society 
Amana Colon.ies 
Amana Heim (Home) 
Ambrose A. Call State Park 
Amish Settlement 
Ansel Briggs, Home of 
Antioch School Memorial 
Antonin Dvorak Memorial 
Appanoose County Historical Society 
Audubon County Historical Society 

Backbone Mi 11 
Backbone State Park 
Battle Hill 
Beeds Lake State Park 
Bellevue State Park 
Bell's Mill Park 
Benedict Museum 
Benton City Park 
Bentonsport 
Bernatz Mill 
Berry Woods 
Bily Clock Exhibit 
Bixby State Park 
Blank Park and Children's Zoo 
Bloomfield Township Historical Society 
Bonaparte Dam and Locks 
Bonebright Museum 
Boneyard lb llow 
Bonifield Log Cabin 
Bonneyview 
Boone County Historical Society 

County 

Linn 
Howard 
Adair 
Adams 
Chickasaw 
Polk 
Osceola 
Washington 
Allamakee 
Allamakee 
Polk 
Iowa 
Iowa 
Kossuth 
Washington 
Jackson 
Jones 
Winneshiek 
Appanoose 
Audubon 

Madison 
Delaware 
Ida 
Franklin 
Jackson 
Hamilton 
Guthrie 
Benton 
Van Buren 
Winneshiek 
Warren 
Winneshiek 
Clayton 
Polk 
Winneshiek 
Van Buren 
Hamilton 
Webster 
Jefferson 
Van Buren 
Boone 

INDEX 

- fO 

Name 

Deer land 
Delaware County Historical Socie t y 
Des Moines Art Center 
Des Moines Birthplace ~emorial (Fort 

Des Moines No. 2) 
Des Moines County Historical Society 
Dickey Museum ( Shantytown) 
Dickinson County Historical Society 
Dolliver Memorial State Park 
Dragoon Trail. 
Dubuque County Historical Society 
Dunnings Spring 
Dvorak House 
Dyersville County Historical Society 
Dysart Historical Museum 

Earlham Historical Preservation Society 
Early Trails 
Effigy Mounds National Monument 

Elsa Maxwell Birthplace 
Ely's Ford 
Emmet County Historical Society 
Estherville Meteorite 
Ewing Park 

Fejervary Park 
Fertile Mill Park 
Floyd Monument 
Fish Farm Mounds State Park 
Forest Park and Museum 
Forney's Lake 
Fort Atkinson State Park 
Fort Armstrong 
Fort Dodge Historical Foundation 
Fort Purdy , Site of 
4-H Historical Building 
Fourth Street Elevator or Fenelon P lace 

Inc: lined Railway 
Frankville Museum 
Fremont County Historical Society 

County 

Dickinson 
Delaware 
Polk 

Polk 
Des Moines 
Wayne 
Dickinson 
Webster 
Mills, Polk 
Dubuque 
Winneshiek 
Winneshiek 
Dubuque 
Tama 

Madison 
Mills 
Allamakee, 
Clayton 
Lee 
Van Buren 
Emmet 
Emmet 
Po lk 

Scott 
Worth 
Woodbury 
Allamakee 
Da llas 
Fremont 
Winneshiek 
Scott 
Webster 
Crawford 
Wright 

Dubuque 
Winneshiek 
Fremont 



Botna Bend Park 
Bremer County Historical Society 
Brownsville Historical Society 
Brush College 
Buchanan County Historical Soc iety 
Buena Vista County Historical Society 
Buffalo Bill Museum 
Burg Building 
Burton Residence 
Butler County Historical Society 

Calhoun County Historical Society 
Carrie Lane Chapman Catt, Girlhood 

Home of 
Carroll County Historical Society 
Cass County Museum 
Gayler Prairie 
Cedar County Historical Society 
Cedar Falls Historical Society 
Cedar Valley Seminary 
Charles H. MacNider Museum 
Charles S. Denman Woods (Water Works 

Park) 
Cherokee County Historical Society 
Chickasaw County Historical Society 
Chief Keokuk Grave 
Chief War Eagle Grave 
City Greenhouse 
Clinton County Historical Society 
Colonel W.P. Hepburn Home 
Community Historical Society 
Concord Park 
Congregational Church 
Copperas Beds 
Covered Bridges 
Covey Church Park 
Crapo Park 
Credit Island 
Croton Civil War Memorial Park 

Dallas County Historical Society 
Davenport Municipal Art Gallery 
Davenport Public Museum 
Davis County Historical Society 
Decatur County Historical Society 

Pottawattamie 
Bremer 
Fremont 
Lee 
Buchanan 
Buena Vista 
Scott 
Van Buren 
Poweshiek 
Butler 

Calhoun 

Emmet 
Carroll 
Cass 
Dickinson 
Cedar 
Black Hawk 
Mitchell 
Cerro Gordo 

Polk 
Cherokee 
Chickasaw 
Lee 
Woodbury 
Polk 
Clinton 
Page 
Story 
Hancock 
Van Buren 
Webster 
Madison 
O'Brien 
Des Moines 
Scott 
Lee 

Dallas 
Scott 
Scott 
Davis 
Decatur 

- 70 -

Galland Schoo 1 
Ga rdner Cabin 
Garnavillo Historica l Society 
Garnavillo Historical Museum 
General Dodge House 
Geode State Park 
George Davenport Home 
George M. Verity Steamboat 
Gitchie Manitou State Preserve 
Glacial Rock 
Glenn Miller Home 
Goldenrod School Museum 
Golden Spike 
Governor1·s Mansion 
Grandview Park 
Grant Wood Grave 
Grave of Chief Wapello 
Grave of Julien Dubuque 
Greene County Historical Society 
Greenwood Park 
Grinnell Historical Museum Society 
Gritter School 
Grotto of the Redemption 
Guthrie County Historical Society 
Guthrie County School 

Ham House 
Hamlin Garland Home 
Handsaker Museum 
Hard Scrabble Park 
Hardscrabble (Linnburg, Iowa) 
Harlan House 
Harlan -Lincoln Home 
Harry's Dog House 
Henry County Historical Society 
Henry Wallace Birthplace 
Herbert Hoover Birthplace 
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 
Herbert Quick School House 
~eritage Room and Hoeven Room 
Hickory Grove School 
Hillcrest Rock Museum 
Historic General Dodge House 
Historical Society of Marshall County 
Historical Society of Pottawattamie 

County 

]I 

Lee 
Dickinson 
Clayton 
Clayton 
Pottawattamie 
Henry 
Scott 
Lee 
Lyon 
Errunet 
Page 
Page 
Pottawattamie 
Polk 
Polk 
Jones 
Wapell.o 
Dubuque 
Greene 
Polk 
Poweshiek 
Iowa 
Palo Alto 
Guthrie 
Guthrie 

Dubuque 
Mitchell 
Story 
Delaware 
Hamilton 
Henry 
Henry 
Wayne 
Henry 
Adair 
Cedar 
Cedar 
Grun dy 
Sioux 
Boone 
Lucas 
Pottawattamie 
Marshall 

Pottawattamie 



Name 

Holstein-Friesian Museum 
Honey War 
Hotel Manning 
House of A Thousand Bottles 
Howard County Historical Society 
Hoyt House 
Hoyt Sherman Place 
Humboldt County Historical Society 
Humboldt County Old Settler's Association 

Ice Cave 

Ida County Historical Society 
Indian Mound Museum 
Indian Village 
Inkpaduta Trail 

Iowa Archeological Society 
Iowa Chapter, The Nature Conservancy 
Iowa County Historical Society 
Iowa Genealogical Society 
Iowa Local ·Historical and Museum 

Association 
Iowa Masonic Library and Museum 
Iowa Mennonite Historical Society 
Iowa Society for the Preservation of 

Historic Landmarks 
Iowa State Capitol 
Iowa State Department of History and 

Archives 
Iowa State Fair, Site of First 
Iowa Wesleyan College Museum 
Iowaville 
Icarian Colony 

Jackson County Historical Society 
Jacksonville, Ghost Town 
Jefferson County Historical Society 
Jesse James 
Jesse James Train Robbery, Site of 
John Baker Museum 
John G. Legal Drugstore . Museum 
John L. Lewis Mining Museum 

County 

Carroll 
Van Buren 
Van Buren 
Mills 
Howard 
Mills 
Polk 
Humboldt 
Humboldt 

Clayton, 
Winneshiek 
Ida 
Allamakee 
O'Brien 
Clay, 
Dickinson 
Johnson 
Henry, Clayton , 
Iowa 
Polk 

Polk 
Linn 
Washington 

Polk 
Polk 

Polk 
Jefferson 
Henry 
Van Buren 
Adams 

Jackson 
Chickasaw 
Jefferson 
Wayne 
Adair 
Shelby 
Floyd 
Lucas 

Name 

Madison County Courthouse 
Madison County Historical Society 
Magnolia Memorial Log Cabin and Museum 
Mahaney Memorial Carillon Tower 
Mahaska County Historical Society 
Manti Memorial Park 
Maquoketa Caves State Park 
Marble Beach 
Marilyn Maxwell Birthplace 
Marion County Historical Society 
Mar~hall County, Historical Society of 
Mason House 
Masonic Museum 
Maysville School House 
Maytag Historical Center 
Meadow No. 7 (Viola) 
Memorial Log Cabin 
Midwest Old Settlers and Threshers 

Association 
Mills County Historical Museum 
Mills County Historical Society 
Minne Estema Park 
Mitchell County Historical Society 
Mitchellville Historical Society 
Monroe County Historical Society 
Moody's Musical Museum 
Mormon Camp 
Mormon Trail 

Morris Park and Museum 
Motor M.ill 
Moulton Historical Society 
Mount Hope School House 
Mount Pisgah 
Municipal Observatory 
Museum of History and Science 
Museum of Natural History 
Mulchlar Log Cabin 

McGregor Historical Society 

County 

Madison 
Madison 
Harrison 
Greene 
Mahaska 
Fremont 
Jackson 
Dickinson 
Page 
Marion 
Marshall 
Van Buren 
Harrison 
Franklin 
Jasper 
Dickinson 
Marshall 

Henry 
Mills 
Mills 
Benton 
Mitchell 
Polk 
Monroe 
Clayton 
Pottawattamie 
Clarke, Cass, 
Mills, Monona, 
Pottawattamie, 
Union, Van Buren 
Van Buren 
Clayton 
Appanoose 
Warren · 
Union 
Polk 
Black Hawk 
Johnson 
Emmet 

Clayton 



John M. Browning Memorial Museum 
John Todd House 
Joliet and Marquette Historical Marker 
Julien Dubuque Grave 

Kalsow Prairie 
Keokuk County Historical Society 
Kinney Pioneer Museum 
Kleinlein Mill Area 
Kopp Timber Tract 
Kossuth County Historical Society 
Kurio Kastle 

Lacey-Keosauqua State Park 
Lake of Three Fires State Park 
Lakes Art Center 
Lake View Historical Society 
Laura Musser Art Gallery and Museum 
Ledges State Park 
Lee County Iowa Historical Society 
Lennon Mill 
Lenox College 
Lewelling Quaker Shrine 
Lewis A. Jester County Park 
Lewis and Clark Historical Society 
Lewis and Clark Monument 
Lewis and Clark State Park 
Lewis Town and Country Boosters 
Lewis Wildlife and Timber Reserve 
Lincoln Farm 
Lincoln Park and Monument 
Linn County Heritage Society 
Linn County Historical Society 
Little Bit O'Heaven, A 
Little Brown Church 
Little Cedar Creek Game Farm 
Little Red Schoolhouse 
Little Yellow Country Schoolhouse 
Livingstone Home 
Livingstone Cemetery 
Locust School 
Loomis Wisner Center Community Park 
Louisa County Historical Society 
Love Log Cabin 
Lucas County Historical Society 

Scott 
Fremont 
Louisa 
Dubuque 

Pocahontas 
Keokuk 
Cerro Gordo 
Clayton 
Clayton 
Kossuth 
Dickinson 

Van Buren 
Taylor 
Dickinson 
Sac 
Muscatine 
Boone 
Lee 
Guthrie 
Delaware 
Henry 
Polk 
Woodbury 
Pottawattamie 
Monona 
Cass 
Linn 
Crawford 
Pottawattamie 
Linn 
Linn 
Scott 
Chickasaw 
Pocahontas 
Wayne 
Butler 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Winneshiek 
Franklin 
Louisa 
Delaware 
Lucas 
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National Cemetery 
Natural Pine Grove 
Nature Trail 
Nelson Homestead Pioneer Farm and 

Craft Museum 
New Melleray Abbey 
North Lee County Historical Society 
Norwegian-American Museum 

Oakland Mills State Park 
O'Brien County Historical Society 
Ocheyedan Mound 
Old Bradford 
Old. Capitol 
Old Fort Madison, Inc. 
Old Line House 
Old Mill Farm 
Old Shot Tower 
Original Delicious Apple Tree 
Osceola County Historical Society 
Ottumwa Memorial Park 
Ottumwa Public Library 
Owens Covered Bridge 

Page County Historical Society 
Palisades--Dow Preserve 
Palisades--Kepler State Park 
Palo Marsh Wildlife Refuge 
Pammel State Park 
Parker Historical Society of Clay County 
Pierce Mansion 
Pearson House 
Pearson Memorial Building 
Pella Historical Site 
Pella Historical Society 
Phil Stong Birthplace 
Pikes Peak State Park 
Pilot Knob State Park 
Pine Creek Mill 
Pine Lake State Park 
Pilot Rock 
Pine Plantation 
Pioneer Farm Museum 
Pioneer Historical Society 
Pioneer Museum 

Lee 
Clayton 
Warren 

Mahaska 
Dubuque 
Lee 
Winneshiek 

Henry 
0 1Brien 
Osceola 
Chickasaw 
Johnson 
Lee 
Van Buren 
Humboldt 
Dubuque 
Madison 
Osceola 
Wapello 
Wapello 
Polk 

Page 
Linn 
Linn 
Linn 
Madison 
Clay 
Woodbury 
Van Buren 
Jackson 
Marion 
Marion 
Van Buren 
Clayton 
Hancock, Winnebago 
Muscatine 
Hardin 
Butler 
Clayton 
Carroll 
Van Buren 
Webster 



Name 

Pioneer Museum and Historical Society 
of Northern Iowa 

Pioneer Park 
Plum Grove 
Plow in Oak Park 
Plymouth County Historical Museum 
Pocahontas County Historical Society 
Point Ann 
Polk County Historical Society 
Pottawattamie County, Historical 

Society of 
Preston Niles Pioneer Village and Museum 
Preparation Canyon State Park 
Prine School 

Quaker Meeting House 
Queen, The 

Red Schoolhouse 

Rhododendron Showboat Museum 
Ringgold County Historical Society 
Rock Forest School 
Rock Island Arsenal 
Rock Island Preserve 
Rupert Hughes Boyhood Home 
Russell-Lamson House 
Rush Park 

Sagers Museum 
Saint Donatus, Iowa (Tetes des Morts) 
Salisbury House 
Samuel Clemens (Mark Twain) Boyhood Home 
Samuel F. Miller Home 
Sanford Museum and Planetarium 
Save Our Landmarks, Inc. 
Schoolhouse Museum 
Scott, Willson Alexander, Grave of 
Sheeder Prairie 
Shelby County Historical Society 
Sherman Buffalo Herd 
Shimek State Forest 

County 

Cerro Gordo 
Polk 
Johnson 
Audubon 
Plymouth 
Pocahontas 
Clayton 
Polk 

Pottawattamie 
Harrison 
Monona 
Mahaska 

Cedar 
Dickinson 

Delaware, 
Jackson, 
Marion, 
Wayne 
Clinton 
Ringgold 
Clay 
Scott 
Linn 
Lee 
Black Hawk 
Buchanan 

Jackson 
Jackson 
Polk 
Lee 
Lee 
Cherokee 
Scott 
Cass 
Polk 
Guthrie 
Shelby 
Enunet 
Van Buren 
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Name 

Tatem Acres Zoo 
Trappist Monastery (New Melleray) 
Trout Haven 
Trout Run Mill 

Underground Railroad 

University of Northern Iowa Museum 

Van ·Buren County Courthouse 
Van Buren County Historical Society 
Vegors Cemetery 
Vernon School 
Victorian Architecture 

Viking Lake State Park 

Walnut Heritage House Museum 
Walnut School 
War Eagle 
Walnut Woods State Park 
Warren County Historical Society 
Washington County Historical Society 
Wassonville Mill Site 
Water Works Park 
Wapsie Mill 
Wapsipinicon State Park 
Wapello County Historical Society 
Wayne County Historical Society 
Waubonsie State Park 
Waverly House 
Weatherby Rural Schoolhouse (Taylor 

Township #4) 
West Branch Heritage Foundation 
Westburg No. 7 Community Center and 

Museum 
What Cheer Opera House, Inc. 
White Pine Hollow State Forest 
Wickiup Hill Conservation Area 

County 

Greene 
Dubuque 
Delaware 
Winneshiek 

Cass, Henry, 
Fremont, 
Poweshiek, 
Van Buren 
Black Hawk 

Van Buren 
Van Buren 
Hamilton 
Van Buren 
Black Hawk, 
Dubuque, 
Fayette, Polk,. 
Pottawattamie, 
Poweshiek 
Montgomery 

Pottawattamie 
Washington 
Woodbury 
Polk 
Warren 
Washington 
Washington 
Polk 
Buchanan 
Jones 
Wapello 
Wayne 
Fremont 
Bremer 

Marshall 
Cedar 

Buchanan 
Keokuk 
Dubuque 
Linn 



John M. Browning Memorial Museum 
John Todd House 
Joliet and Marquette Historical Marker 
Julien Dubuque Grave 

Kalsow Prairie 
Keokuk County Historical Society 
Kinney Pioneer Museum 
Kleinlein Mill Area 
Kopp Timber Tract 
Kossuth County Historical Society 
Kurio Kastle 

Lacey-Keosauqua State Park 
Lake of Three Fires State Park 
Lakes Art Center 
Lake View Historical Society 
Laura Musser Art Gallery and Museum 
Ledges State Park 
Lee County Iowa Historical Society 
Lennon Mill 
Lenox College 
Lewelling Quaker Shrine 
Lewis A. Jester County Park 
Lewis and Clark Historical Society 
Lewis and Clark Monument 
Lewis and Clark State Park 
Lewis Town and Country Boosters 
Lewis Wildlife and Timber Reserve 
Lincoln Farm 
Lincoln Park and Monument 
Linn County Heritage Society 
Linn County Historical Society 
Little Bit O'Heaven, A 
Little Brown Church 
Little Cedar Creek Game Farm 
Little Red Schoolhouse 
Little Yellow Country Schoolhouse 
Livingstone Home 
Livingstone Cemetery 
Locust School 
Loomis Wisner Center Community Park 
Louisa County Historical Society 
Love Log Cabin 
Lucas County Historical Society 

Sc ott 
Fremont 
Louisa 
Dubuque 

Pocahontas 
Keokuk 
Cerro Gordo 
Clayton 
Clayton 
Kossuth 
Dickinson 

Van Buren 
Taylor 
Dickinson 
Sac 
Muscatine 
Boone 
Lee 
Guthrie 
Delaware 
Henry 
Polk 
Woodbury 
Pottawattamie 
Monona 
Cass 
Linn 
Crawford 
Pottawattamie 
Linn 
Linn 
Scott 
Chickasaw 
Pocahontas 
Wayne 
Butler 
Delaware 
Delaware 
Winneshiek 
Franklin 
Louisa 
Delaware 
Lucas 
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National Cemetery 
Natural Pine Grove 
Nature Trail 
Nelson Homestead Pioneer Farm and 

Craft Museum 
New Melleray Abbey 
North Lee County Historical Society 
Norwegian-American Museum 

Oakland Mills State Park 
0 1Brien County Historical Society 
Ocheyedan Mound 
Old Bradford 
Old. Capitol 
Old Fort Madison, Inc. 
Old Line House 
Old Mill Farm 
Old Shot Tower 
Original Delicious Apple Tree 
Osceola County Historical Society 
Ottumwa Memorial Park 
Ottumwa Public Library 
Owens Covered Bridge 

Page County Historical Society 
Palisades-Dow· Preserve 
Palisades-Kepler State Park 
Palo Marsh Wildlife Refuge 
Pammel State Park 
Parker Historical Society of Clay County 
Pierce Mansion 
Pearson House 
Pearson Memorial Building 
Pella Historical Site 
Pella Historical Society 
Phil Stong Birthplace 
Pikes Peak State Park 
Pilot Knob State Park 
Pine Creek Mill 
Pine Lake State Park 
Pilot Rock 
Pine Plantation 
Pioneer Farm Museum 
Pioneer Historical Society 
Pioneer Museum 

Lee 
Clayton 
Warren 

Mahaska 
Dubuque 
Lee 
Winneshiek 

Henry 
0 1Brien 
Osceola 
Chickasaw 
Johnson 
Lee 
Van Buren 
Humboldt 
Dubuque 
Madison 
Osceola 
Wapello 
Wapello 
Polk 

Page 
Linn 
Linn 
Linn 
Madison 
Clay 
Woodbury 
Van Buren 
Jackson 
Marion 
Marion 
Van Buren 
Clayton 

., 

Hancock, Winnebago 
Muscatine 
Hardin 
Butler 
Clayton 
Carroll 
Van Buren 
Webster 



Shot Tower 
Sioux City Art Center 
Sioux City Public Museum and Historical 

Association 
Smallest Cathedral in the World 
Smithland Historical Society 
Spillville Mill 
Spirit Lake Massacre Relief Expedition 
Spirit Lake State Fish Hatchery 
Spook Cave 
Springbrook State Park 
Sprouse House 
Stagecoach Trail 

Standing Rock 
State Historical Society of Iowa 
Steamboat Gothic 
Stephens State Forest 

Stiles Museum 
St. Ansgar Mill 
St. Anthony's Church 
St. Anthony of Padua Chapel 
St. Mary's Academy 
Stone State Park 
~traight Mineral Collection 
Stone City, Iowa 
Sunnyside Park 
Susie Sower, Historical House 
Swinging Bridge 

Tabor College 
Tabor Historical Society 
Tally War 
Tarna County Courthouse 
Tarna County Historical Society 
Tarna Indian Settlement 
Telephone Museum 
Terrace Hill 
Tetes des Morts (Saint Donatus) 
The Nature Conservancy, Iowa Chapter 
Thomas Mitchell Pioneer Park 
Timberland Museum 
Timothy Brown Memorial 
Toolesboro Indian Mounds 

Dubuque 
Woodbury 

Woodbury 
Winneshiek 
Woodbury 
Winneshiek 
Webster 
Dickinson 
Clayton 
Guthrie 
Lee 
Mills, 
Polk, 
Shelby 
Linn 
Johnson 
Van Buren 
Lucas, 
Monroe 
Cherokee 
Mitchell 
Scott 
Winneshiek 
Jackson 
Woodbury 
Polk 
Jones 
Cass 
Marshall 
Louisa 

Fremont 
Fremont 
Keokuk 
Tarna 
Tarna 
Tarna 
Greene 
Polk 
Jackson 
Henry 
Polk 
Hancock 
Washington 
Louisa 

! -
I 
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Wiest Mill 
Wild Cat Den State Park 
Wildlife Research and Exhibit Station 
William F. Cody (Buffalo Bill), Boyhood 

Horne of 
Will.iarn Marble Cabin 
William Neuman Log Cabin 
Willow or Norway No. 6 School 
Willson Alexander Scott Grave 
Winneshiek County Historical Society 
Wonder Cave 
Woodbury County Historical Society 
Woodman Hollow 

Yeader Creek Park 
Yellow River State Forest 

Zion School Museum 

Winneshiek 
Muscatine 
Boone 

Scott 
Dickinson 
Dubuque 
Humboldt 
Polk 
Winneshiek 
Winneshiek 
Woodbury 
Webster 

Polk 
Allarnakee 

Des Moines 
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