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The National Register of Historic Places is a n official inventory of 
districts , buildings, structures, sites and objects wh ich remain as 
significant elements in the nation's visual and cultural environment . 
The Register functions first as a planni ng tool for public agencies, 
by bringing to their attention important resources which might be e n 
dangered by federally funded, licensed, or authorized projects. The 
National Register also serves as a starting point for other programs 
of financial aid an d incentive, rehabilitation, and community planning. 
Finally , the Register promotes public interest in the historic and 
architectural elements wh ich are as much a part of the environment 
as forest, fields or streams. 

Congress created the National Register in 1935, and enlarged it through 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 to include properties 
of state and local, as well as national, significance. The program is 
administered nationally by the Department of the Inteior, and on 
the state level by the State Historic Preservation Officer . Preser
vation ac t ivity in Iowa is centered in the Division of Historic Pres 
ervation (Iowa State Historical Department). Through a variety of 
programs , the Division works to identify, and encourage the conserva
tion of, t hose buildings, structures sites and objects which effec
tively demonstrate the many facets of our history . 

The Division of Historic Preservation gathers information about 
historic resources through professional surveys and research, and 
from material submitted by interested i ndividuals, groups, and 
fede r al , s t ate and local agencies. Nominations for those properties 
for w·hich sufficient information exists to determine their s ignifican ce 
in terms of the National Register are submitted by the Division to 
a rev iew body of professionally qualified persons from around the 
state. This review committee considers nominations in a public 
meeting, and votes on the qualifications of each for the National 
Register . The Division then sends nominations so approved to the 
Heritage ConservatioP ~nd Recr eation Service, Department of the 
Interior. If the HCRS approves a nomination, that property is 
listed in the National Register. 

This bookle t contains short d iscussions of the 352 districts, build
ings , structures, sites and objects i n Iowa which have been entered 
in the National Register as of February 1, 1979. The names they 
bear are generally either those of the original owners, or the 
names they bore (and may still bear) r.vhen originally built. Also 
i n cluded is the area of significance for which they achieved National 
Register designation. Iowa's National Register properties include 
farmsteads, industrial buildings, and bridges ; courthouses, a fire 
sta t ion, and an ice house; as well a s h ouses, churches and educational 
buildings. Although they constitut e onl y a very small percentage of 
Iowa's cultural resources, the y do i llu s t r a te the variety to be found 
in the state's built environmen t. 
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CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

The f o llowi ng criteria a r e designed to guide the States , Federal 
a gencies, a n d the Secretary of the Interior in evaluating potential 
e ntries (other than areas o f the National Park System and national 
h i storic lan dmarks) fo r the National Register: 

The q ual i ty of significance in American history, architecture, 
archaeo logy , and c ul t u re is present in districts , sites, 
bui l dings , structures, and objects that possess integrity of 
loca t ion , design, sett ing, materials, workmanship, feeling , 
a nd a s sociation , and; 

(A) t hat are associated with events that have ma d e a signif i cant 
contr ibu tion to the broad patterns of our history ; or 

(B) that are associated with the lives of persons significant 
in our past; or 

(C) that emb ody the d istinctive characteristics of a t ype, 
per i od, or method of construction, or that repres ent the 
work of a master, or that possess high artistic values , or 
that repres ent a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components may lack individual distinction; or 

(D) that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history. 

Ordinar ily , c emeteries, b irthplaces, or graves of historical figures , 
p roperties owned by religious institutions or used for religious 
pur poses , s t r uctures that have been moved fr om their original locations , 
recons truct ed historic buildings, propertie s primari ly commemora t ive 
in na ture, and properties that have achieved significance within the 
pa st 50 years s hall not be considered eligible for the National Register. 
Howeve r, such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of 
districts that do meet the criteria or if they fall within the foll owing 
c ategories : 

(A) a r e l igiou s property deriving primary significance from 
a r chi tectural or artistic distinction or historical 
i mp or t ance; or 

(B) a building or str uct ure removed from its original l ocation 
b u t which is significant primarily for architectural value, 
or which is the surviving structure most importantly 
a ssociated with a historic person or event; or 

(C ) a birthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding 
i mportance if there is no other appropriate site or building 
directly associated with his productive life; or 

(D) a cemetery which derives its primary significance from g raves 
of persons of transcendent importance, from age, from dis
tinctive desi gn features , or from a ssociation with historic 
e v e n ts; or 

(E) a reconstructed builcing ''hen arn.ra tely executed in a suitable 
environment and present~d in a dignified manner as part of a 
restoration master plan, and whc~ no other building or structure 
with the same associa~~on has su~7i.ed ; or 



CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

(F) a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, 
tradition, or symbolic value has invested it with its own 
historical significance; or 

(G) a property achieving significance within the past 50 years 
if it is of exceptional importance . 

ADAIR 

Catalpa, (Henry A . Wallace Farm), T74NR31W, SE~ Sec.1 
Gr eenfield. Politics, Agriculture. The home 

and birthplace of Henry C. and Henry A. Wallace . 
Henry Catwell Wallace owned and edited the influential 
paper, Wallace's Farmer and served as U. S . Secreta r y of 
Agriculture, 1921-1924. His son , Henry Agard Wallace, 
achieved prominence in national public life as U. S . 
Secretary of Agriculture, 1933-1940, Vice President 
of the U.S., 1941-1945, U. S . Secretary of Commerce, 
1945-1946, and U.S . presidential candidate of the 
Progressive Party in 1948. 



Lansing 

ALLAMAKEE 

Stone School, Center and Fifth, Lansing. Education, Architecture. 
One of the oldest schoolhouses in continuous use in Iowa, 
constructed in 1864 . It is a two story structure made from 
locally quarried limestone. It is architecturally significant 
as an example of an educational facility that was erected at 
the close of the pioneer period from local materials by 
local craf t smen . 

The Iron Post . North end of Main Street, New Albin. Exploration. The 
Iron Post is a surveyor ' s marker at 45 degrees 30 minutes 
north la titude, erected in 1849 by Capt . Thomas J. Lee of 
the U.S. Army Topographic Engineers . It was the reference 
point for the marking of the boundary between Iowa and 
Minnesota. Also, the line served as a correc tion line for 
townships previously established below it, and as a surveying 
base for the public domain to the north and west. 

Effigy Mounds. Marguette vicinity . Prehistorical Archaeology. Features 
nearly 200 burial mounds dating from the 8th through the 15th 
centuries A.D . ; several of which have the shape of a bird 
or a bear . NHL. 

Allamakee County Courthouse . 107 Allamakee Street, Waukon. Architecture, 
Government. Built 1859- 61 . An extremely fine example of Greek 
Revival architecture from an early period. Vernacular details 
add interest without detracting from the classical character . 
This was the third courthouse built in Waukon (another is in 
Lansing), and served as the seat of county government from 
186 7 to 1941 . 

Strat t on 

APPANOOSE 

Hous e . 303 E. Washington , Centerville . Architecture, Settle
~ent. An unusual example of Gothic Revival style, built 
ln 1~58. Its steeply pitched gables a n d bargeboard t rim 
set lt apart from other res i dences in the area and in the 
stat~. Its build e r, Jonathan Stratton , was one of the 
earlle~t white settlers in the county a nd was active in 
educatlon, town s pecula tion, and the milling business. 

Former U. S. Post Office . 100 W. Maple St., Centerville . Archi
tecture. This post office building, erected in 1904, was 
designe d in the Georgian/Federal Rev ival style, and is 
a well- preserv e d example of the type . Distinctive features 
include the symmetrical front, with tall, rounded arches 
enclosing door and window openings; the arch mo t if is re
peated in the lobby. 

Ve rmil i o n Es tate . Valley Drive, Centerville. Archi tecture. The 
Vermilion house, designed by the Burlington firm of Dunham 
and Jordan, and built in 1870, exhibits a compe t ent handling 
of the Italianate style expressed in frame cons truction. It 
is the centerpiece of this hilltop agricultural comp lex, 
which also includes a barn, other outbuildings , and acres of 
pastureland. It was the home of W.F. Vermilion (1830-1894), 
a physician who came to the Centerville area in 1857. 



AUBUBON 

Audubon County Courthouse (K.P. Hall). Washington and Kilworth Streets, 
Exira. Gov~rnment. Believed to be the first building in the 
county ere,:ted specifically for use as a county government 
facility. It was built in 1874, and served as a courthouse 
until 1879, when the county seat was permanently located in 
Audubon. The structure was purchased in 1887 by the local 
Knights of Pythias chapter. 

BENTON 

Benton County Courthouse. East Fourth Street, Vinton. Architecture, 
Government. A Beaux-Arts style structure, built 1905-1906, 
which well-represents turn-of-the century governme nt building 
tradition. It is the third courthouse on this site; its 
location at the center of the main business district is 
typical of urban planning concepts in the 19th century . 



BLACK HAWK 

James Newell Barn. T90NR14W, NW~ of SW~, Sec.lO, Settlement. A large, gable
roofed barn of black walnut. James Newell (1809-1875) 
brought his family to this area in 1846, as the first white 
settlers in the township. Unlike the majority of pioneers, 
Newell maintained excellent relations with neighboring 
native inhabitants. He is said to have founded the firs t 
school in the township (in his home) and was one of the 
first township trustees. 

Renssalaer Russell House. 20 W. 3rd Street, Waterloo. Architecture. 
A two-story brick house, Italianate in style, built in 
1861. A wide, bracketted cornice, belvedere and curved 
window hoods are among its design features. Russell was 
a native of New York, and prominent in local business 
a n d social affairs. 

Snowden House. 306 Washington Street, Waterloo . Architecture. Built 
1878. A very fine vernacular expression of Victorian 
Italianate architecture, with porches, window hoods and 
cornices prominent features in an harmonious composition. 
William Snowden was a Waterloo pharmacist. 

Dunsmore House. 902 Logan Ave., Waterloo. Architecture. Built ca. 1865. 
This house is significant as the only house made of lime
stone dating from the 19th century still extant in the 
immediate Cedar Falls-Waterloo area. It was built by Thomas 
Chadwick, a master stonemason. Its first occupant, John 
F. Dunsmor~ was an employee of the Illinois Central Railroad. 

Cedar Falls Ice House. Franklin Ave. and First Street, Cedar Falls. 
Industry. A round structure built 1921-2 of hollow clay 
tile, used for the storage of ice cut from the Cedar River 
and sold commercially in the city. It was built for Hugh 
Smith, owner of the Cedar Falls Ice and Fuel Co., which 
dealt both in ice and in coal. This structure is an artifact 
from a now-obsolete industry, as ice is now manufactured 
on demand, rather than cut in winter and stored in structures 
such as this for warm-weather use. 

Fields Barn. T89NR14W, NE~ of NW~, Sec. 27, Iowa 57, SW of Cedar Falls. 
Architecture. A large barn constructed of coursed rubble 
limestone, with segmentally- arched window and door openings. 
It was built in 1875 by Charles and William Fields, English 
immigrants who established a stock farm (specializing in 
fine draft animals) here in 1873. 

La Porte 

BLACK HAWK (2) 

Town Hall and Fire Station. 413 Chestnut St., La Porte City. 
Government. Built in 1876, with jail addition 1911 . This 
was La Porte City's first town hall and fire station erected 
five years after the town's organization. Until the i930's 
this was La Porte's government center; after that it served 
as a classroom facility for the local high school . It is 
now a F.F.A . agricultural museum. 

William Water fie ld House. 308 3rd St. South, Raymond . Architecture. 
This is one of approximately 20 octagon houses presently 
known to exist in Iowa . It was built of limestone, now 
covered with stu cco. The original owner was a local farmer 
and hotel operator who was also interested in phrenology. 
The principal advocate of the octagon style was a New York
er, Orson Fowler, who was a phrenologist . Acquaintance 
with Fowler's writings on phrenology may have led Waterfield 
to adopt his opinions on residential construction as well. 



BOONE 

Finnegan Flats. 710-718 Seventh Street, Boone. Architecture. A complex 
of rowhouses, built in 1880, of brick covered with stucco. 
These "workmen's cottages" are an unusual form in Iowa. From 
1885 to 1925 they were owned by Arthur Finnegan, a machinist, 
fireman and engineer for the Northwestern Railroad. 

Chicago and Northwestern Railroad: Boone Viaduct . Across the Des 
Moines River, west of Boone. Engineering, Transportation. 
Completed 1901. This double-track structure is 2685 feet 
long, and 185 feet high at its highest point. It combines 
three major types of steel bridge engineering in its con
struction. Chronologically and technologically, the bridge 
falls between the earlier, massive stone viaducts of the 
eastern U. S. and the use of earth-fill construction, with 
a river span of concrete, found after 1920 in the midwest 
and far west. 

BREMER 

Waverly House. 402 W. Bremer Ave., Waverly. Commerce. A three-story 
brick commercial building built in 1863. It first served as 
a stage stop until the railroad came to the town in 1864. 
From then until 1905 the building was a hotel and an apart
ment building. In 1905 it was purchased by the CaPhenin 
Chemical Company for the manufac ture of pills. It is now 
a county museum. 

Wartburg Teachers' Seminary (Old Main). Wartburg College, Waverly. 
Education, Architecture. Built in 1880, this is the first 
structure associated with German Lutheran higher education 
in Iowa. The school began in 1878 as a small normal insti
tution to train young men to teach in Iowa German Lutheran 
parochial schools, developing over the years into a f ully
accredited four-year college. This building, now Old Main, 
is architecturally a simple adaptation of the vernacular 
Italianate style, well-preserved with minor exterior al
terations. 



BUCHANAN 

Wapsipinicon Mill. 100 First Street West, Independence. Industry. 
This brick feed mill was built in 1867 on the foundations 
of an earlier (1854) woolen mill. From 1915-40, electricity 
was also generated at this mill. In its many years of operation, 
the Wapsipinicon Mill illustrated an impressive ability to 
accommodate the changing needs of the surrounding population. 

Munson Building. 210 Second Street, N.E., Independence. Architecture. 
A striking example of early French Renaissance Revival 
architecture, in which two symmetrical units form an asymmet
rical composition, and excellent use is made of terracotta 
and brick detail. The building was a memorial to Perry Munson, 
who contributed toward its construction. For nearly 60 years, 
the building was an educational center, offering instruction 
in printing, drafting, and manual skills such as woodworking, 
as well as meeting space for community groups and the public 
library. Buil t in 1893 . 

BUENA VISTA 

Chan-Ya-Ta Site . vic . Long Grove . Prehistoric Archaeology . This 
site is associated with the Mill Creek culture , and was 
occupied about 1000 A.D. 



Carnegie 

CARROLL 

Library. 125 East 6th Street, Carroll. Architecture. Built 
1905, and designed after the Prairie School of Frank Lloyd 
Wright. 

George B. 

CASS 

Hitchcock House. T75NR37W, SW~ of SE~ Sec. 9. Architecture, 
Humanitarian. A two-story house built c . 1855 of red sand
stone blocks. Hitchcock was a Congregational minister and 
missionary who came to Iowa in 1853. Besides "riding circuit", 
like his Methodist counterparts, to minister to his widely
sattered parishioners on the Iowa frontier , Hitchcock founded 
a church at Lewis and was active in the Council Bluffs Asso
ciation of ministers . He was also a strong abolitionist, 
and his house was for a time one of the stops on Iowa's 
"und erground railway". 



Herbert 

Floral 

Downey 

CEDAR 

Hoover Na tional Hi s tor ic Site. West Bran ch . The b oyhood home 
o f President Herbert Hoover, cons tructed in 18 70 by J e sse 
Hoover, President Hoover's father. Also the site of the 
Hoover Memorial Library. NHL . 

Hall. Cedar County Fairgrounds, Tipton. Ar chitecture, Ag r i c ulture . 
Thi s is an o c tagonal fr ame exhibition h a ll, built in 1899 . 
I t is still used for horticultural exhibitions. 

Savings Ba nk. Fro nt Street, Downey. Commerc e . An e x ampl e o f 
early 20th-century commercial architecture, built o f red 
brick a n d the only link with Downey 's more prosperous past, 
serving the community until it failed in 1932. For nearly 
40 years the reafter, the b a n k hous e d a g ro:ery store~ re
taining its position as a community gather1ng place 1f no t 
its original function. It is now a working pottery. 

Hub 

CERRO GORDO 

Clothing Store . 4 South Fed e r al Avenue , Mason City. Buil t in 1909 
af t e r t he design s of Frank Lloyd Wright. On e of two Prairie 
Style commercial bui l dings in Mason Ci ty , the Hub Store is 
now the City Na t ional Bank Building . 

Park Inn Hotel . 15 West S t ate S t reet, Mason City . A 1909 Frank Lloyd 
Wr ight Prair ie Style building, the Park Inn was part of the 
same c ommission a s the adjacent Adams Bu ilding (n ow the City 
Na t ional Ban k ) and used the same mater ials. The exterior, 
howev er , i s di ffe r ent in both decora t ion a n d dynamics and 
expresses Wri gh t's concept that interior f u nctions should be 
clear l y e xp r essed on the exterior. 

Wa gner-Mozart Mus ic Ha ll. 1st S t reet NE a n d Delm.;rare Ave . , Mason 
City . Edu ca t i on . Comp leted 1 936 . This buildin g was 
perhap s the f irst i nstance i n which a separa t e structure, 
spec i f i c ally designed for i n strumental mus i c instruction 
and perf ormance , was erected for publ i c sch oo l u se . The 
build ing wa s p r ominen tly featured in The School Mus ician , 
a n a t ional pub lication for public school ban d and orches
tra l eaders and teachers, as a major development in the 
f i eld. The building also serves Mason City as a community 
c enter , des i gned so that public functions and s t udent re
h e a r s a ls can take place simultaneously and without inter
fering with one another. 



Phipps 

Cherokee 

CHEROKEE 

Village Site. Vicinity Cherokee, dated between A.D. 999-1400. 
This compact village is attributed to Plains Agriculturalists 
commonly referred to as the Mill Creek Culture. 

Sewer Site. Cherokee. Prehistoric. A construction project 
uncovered and destroyed much of what was once a large 
Indian settlement area. Animal bones and tools dating 
back to perhaps 8000 B.C. were found in the area, making 
it probably the most important archaeological find in Iowa. 

Bastian Site. Cherokee vicinity. Prehistoric. The Bastian Site has 
revealed remains of a late Woodland culture which flourished 
in Iowa during the late prehistoric period. Pieces of pottery 
found at this site suggest that the place may provide important 
information about a shift in popularity from pottery with 
traits known as Correctionville Trailed toward pottery of the 
Allarnakee Trailed type. The great amount of catlinite encourages 
speculation that Bastian might have been the location from 
which carne the Stiles catlinite plaques housed in the Sanford 
Museum at Cherokee. 

Dickinson 

CLARKE 

Webster House . 609 West Jefferson Street, Osceola. Archi
tecture, Settlement . Built about 1860 by Dickinson Webster, 
Jr . , son of one of Clarke County's early settlers. The 
house combines native lumber in its basic construction with 
ornate millwork and some classical influences in the porch 
columns. The result is an essentially simple house whose 
austerity is relieved by decorative elements. 



Valley 

CLAYTON 

Mill. Buck Creek, east of Garnavillo, T93NR3W, SE\ of SE\, 
Sec. 16. Industry. Two stories of limestone, built in 
1853. Throughout the middle 19th century, Buck Creek 
was an important local center of the rural milling 
industry, with as many as four mills, both grist and 
lumber, in operation. The Valley Mill is one of these, 
and is probably the only mill left from the days when 
the Buck Creek milling industry was a crucial component 
of ~rontier and rural agricultural life. 

Clayton School, First Street , Clayton. Architecture, Education. Built 
in 1860 of native limestone, the Clayton School shows fine 
workmanship of strong and simple design in both wood carving 
and stonework. In fact, the workmanship and materials were 
so fine that the structure was used continuously as a school 
until very recently when it was converted for use as a town 
hall. 

St. Peter's United Evangelical Lutheran Chur ch. T93NR3W, SW\ Sec.34 . 
Ceres. Architecture. Now known as the "Pioneer Rock Church". 
Built in 1858 during the pastorate of Holland-born Paul 
Stockfeld, teacher, physician and clergyman. 

Clayton County Courthouse . 111 High Street N.E., Elkader. Architecture, 
Government. Built 1867-68; addition 1877-7 8. The first 

Carter 

Timothy 

section of this courthouse was a rather undistinguished, 
flat-roofed structure. With the addition i n 1877-78 (forming 
a cube-shaped structure) and a change in the roof type, the 
Clayton County Courthouse is now an noteworthy, if anachronistic, 
example of the "coffee mill" style, once found in profusion 
in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

House. 101 High Stree t S.E., Elkader. Architec ture. A double 
house bui lt in 1850, i n the Greek Reviva l style. It was 
built by brothers Ernest Victor and Henry Carter, who came 
to the county i n 1847. 

Davis Hous e . 405 1st Stree t N.W., Elkader . Ar ch i t ec tur e , 
Settlement. Bui l t in 1860, in a ve rnac ular Federa l style 
of r ed br i ck . Davis was prominent i n Elkade r a s a bu s inessman, 
attorney and town specula tor. During the 1840's Davis and 
two other men laid out the town of Elkader, and erected a 
saw- a nd grist-mill nearby to attrac t prosp ec rive settler s . 

CLAYTON (2) 

Ri a l to Price House. 206 Cedar Street N.W., Elkader . Architectur e. 
Built in 1876 . A vernacular-styl e house f eaturing buf f brick 
decora tion . Rialto Price was a loca l a ttor ney and ed i tor of 
a 19 16 edit ion of t he his tory of Clayton County . 

J . C. Stemme r Hous e . 113 Oak St reet N. W., Elkader . Arch i t ec tu r e . A 
Ve rnacu lar- s t yle brick house , bu i lt in 1889. I t is part icularly 
no t ewor thy fo r the elaborat e woodwo r k on bo th exterior a nd 
inter ior whi ch is an excel lent e xample of 19 t h- centur y " j i gs aw" 
a rt. 

Keystone Bridge. Bridge Street , Elkade r. Engi neering . A t wi n-arch 
keystone bri dge o f limestone , bui lt 1888- 1889. The b ridge 
was des i gned by M. Tchirgi, who also designed the high truss 
bridge at Dubuque. 

Opera House. 207 North Main Stree t , Elkader . Thea t er . The Oper a 
House, built wi th f unds co nt ribut ed -in t he f o rm of stock 
purchas es by El ka der resident s , has served a va riety of 
public f unc t ions s i nce i t s const r uction i n 1903 . I t s 
enterta i nment of fer i ngs, including comedy , dr ama, music , drew 
patrons from around northeast Iowa. Civ ic groups have used 
the faci l i t y for educa tional, recreationa l, or organizationa l 
gatherings . The town cler k and vo t i ng f a c i l ities are als o 
l ocated here . 

St. Joseph's Church and Parish Hall. Architec t ure. 330 Fir s t Stree t 
S .W., Elkader . The juxtapos ition of t hes e t wo s tone chu r ch 
buildings i llustrates the chang i ng fortu nes o f a small- t own 
pa ri sh. The r irst chur ch (1858, now parish hall) is simple 
a nd unadorned, r e f l ec t ing the earlier parishioners ' lack of 
means fo r or di sposit ion towa r d more e l abora t e struc tures . 
I n contrast, t he congregation of the la t e r 1880's had the 
wealth to commission a Victor i an Got hic church ( 1899), thi s 
choice of design reflecting t he changi n g archi t ectural 
enthus iasms of t heir age. 

Schmid t House. 101 Oak St . NW, Elkader. Architectu re . A two- s t ory , two
family house buil t in 1867 , wit~ sugges tions of vernacu lar Fed
e ral in its design . Brothers Wolfgang and J ohn Blas ius Schmid t 
came t o Elkader fr om Bavaria v ia Ci nc i nna t i. They ope r ated a 
successful brewery l n the town until a state prohibition law 
was enacted in 1886. 



CLAYTON (3 ) 

Motor Mill Townsite. T92NR4W, W~ of SE~ of SE~, Sec. 6. Elkader 
vicinity . Settlement. The remains of a t own, begun in 
the 1860's, with a grist mill as its nucleus. An inn, 
livery stable, cooperage, and smokehouse were also built, 
and still exist. By the 1880's, the mill was losing money, 
and the town of Motor, never very large, was soon abandoned. 

First Congregational Church. Washington Street, Garnavillo. Religion, 
Architecture. A brick church, exhibiting good proportions 
and Greek Revival influences. Built in 1866 by members of 
the local Congregational Church, organized by James J . Hill 
in 1844. Hill was one of the Iowa Band of Congregational 
missionaries who proselytized in the eastern part of the 
state during the 1840's. The church wa s later used as a 
community center, public library, school, and is now a 
local museum. 

Hartwick House. NE~E~ Sec. 34, T95NR4W, on U.S. 18 west of McGregor . 
Architecture. Built 1886, addition 1903. This house is 
a most picturesque mixture of the high Victorian Italianate 
and the later Shingle styles of late 19th century residen
tial architec ture. The most prominent feature is the three
story round corner tower, which is covered with multicolored 
and variously-shaped shingles . The house is the principal 
component of an agricultural complex of 11 farm buildings. 
Now wholly geared for hog production, the complex in earlier 
yegrs housed a variety of animals, including sheep, cattle 
and horses. 

CLINTON 

Van Allen Department Store. Fifth Avenue and Second Street Clinton 
Arhcitecture. Built 1913-15, this store is one of a dwindiing 
number .of bui~din~s t~at represent the work of the late years 
of Lou1s Sull1van s l1fe, when his architec tural practice was 
:ed~ced to a few midwestern clients. Although small in scale, 
lt 1s proo f that even in his la st years, Louis Sullivan was 
one of America 's greatest archi t ects . NHL. 



CRAWFORD 

William A. McHenry House. 1428 1st Ave. N., Denison. Architec ture. 
A modified Queen Anne/Shingle style dwelling, built 1886 . 
McHenry was a cattle breeder and Commander of the Gr and 
Army of the Republic for the Department of Iowa in the 
Civil War. Mary Sears McHenry was active in the W.C.T.U. 
and in 1900 was elected president of the National Convention 
of the Women's Relief Corps. 

Clarence D. Chamberlin House . 1434 2nd Ave. So., Denison. Transpor
tation. From 1910 t o 1914 the home of the pioneer aviator, 
who, by flying from New York to Germany June 4-6, ~927, 

broke the long-distance r ecord set by Charles A. L1ndbergh, 
Jr. (New York to Paris ) only two weeks before. In August 

Dow 

of that year Chamberlin mad e the firs t transatlantic m~il 
flight. Much of his later career was spent as a t est p1lot 
f or a variety of a ircraft manufacturers. He was made a 
member of the Aviation Hall of Fame in July, 1976. 

House . So. end of Prince Street, Dow City. Architecture. Two-story 
brick, Italiana t e dwelling, built in 187 2-74. Home of Sime'on 
E. Dow, land speculator, promoter, founder of Dow City. 

DALLAS 

Dexter Community House , 70 7 Da llas St reet , Dexter. Engineering, Urban 
Planning. The Dexter building, erected in 1917, is a large 
round brick building--possibly the only one of its kind in 
the state. Al t hough not regarded as aesthetically pleasing , 
it is an early twentie t h century example of func tional 
architecture designed with adaptive uses in mind. Since 

Dallas 

its construction the Dexter Community House ha s been us ed 
for important community activities. 

County Courthouse, Town Square bordering Eighth and Main, Adel . 
Architecture, Government. Considered to have been designed 
with the Fr ench Renaissance in mind, the three and one- half 
story building has no t suffered any major alterations since 
its construc tion in 1902. The source of inspiration for its 
designer, George Bird, was reputedly provided by the sixteenth 
century French Chateau Azay-le-Rideau at I ndre-et-Loure, west 
of Tours. 

Vo luntee r Fire Depar tment Engine House. 1208 First St., Perry. Ar
chitecture. The most no t ab l e fea ture of this brick building 
is the tall, polygonal hose-drying tower, which is balanced 
by a shorter , rectangular t ower on the other front co rner. 
The building was constructed in 1905 as a communi ty project, 
with funds dona t ed by local citizens. The firemen themselves 
made the window and door s ash, and completion of the building 
was celebra ted with a Thanksgiving dinner, held in the en
g ine house, for t he firemen and the ir families . 



DAVIS 

Stringtown House, T69NR12W N~ Sec. 35, Junction of Troy, Pulaski 
and Bloomfield Road, Union Township. Architecture, Trans
portation. Atop a limestone foundation, the "duplex" has 

Troy 

a saltbox profile with a hipped roof front porch extending 
the full length of the street side. The 1832 building is 
perhaps the oldest house remaining in Davis County, and 
the only one left in its original condition of what was 
once a small community known as Stringtown. The house 
served at that time as a hotel and stage coach stop. 

Academy. T69NR12W, Sec.26, Troy. Education. A two-story frame 
schoolhouse built in 1853. Troy Academy was founded in 
1853, among the earliest private schools in Iowa. It 
was built during the early period of state history when 
public funding for education was limited. In addition to 
basic skills, the academy offered teacher-training classes 
for young women and men. The academy operated until 1888. 

Davis County Courthouse, Bloomfield. Architecture, Government. This 
courthouse, built in 1877, is an excellent example of 
Victorian architecture with French influence. The exterior 
features a tall bell tower with a four-faced c lo ck (st i ll 
working) and a life- sized statue. No additions or renovations 
on the exterior or interior have been made; the courthouse 
remains in excellent condition one hundred years later . 

Russell Octagon House. T68NR15W SE~, Sec.12, Bloomfield vicinity. 
Architecture. A two-story octagonal house of brick, built 
1856. It is one of approximately 15 extant residences in 
Iowa built after the philosophy of Orson Fowler, a 19th
century proponent of the Octagon mode. Henry L. Russell 
was a early Davis County settler. 

Bloomfield Square Historic District. Downtown Bloomfield. Architecture, 
Commerce. This district displays a variety of a rchitectural 
styles typical of late 19th-century commercial building. Its 
centerpiece is the Second Empire Davi s County Courthouse. 
Together the courthouse and surrounding district offer a 
well-preserved example of typical mid-American town planning 
in the late Victorian era. 

Weaver, 

Willi am 
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Ja~~~i~:!;~ ~~~~~~l~=~~=ro~a~~sR;;~~t~~~o:!i:l~~v~~l~tical, 
(Brevet Br igadier General 1865) d f ar veteran 
Republican, James Baird W~aver ac:~ve~ ~~ceful, _orthodox 
politics in the 18 70 , . Y gaged 1n state 

. s, servlng three terms i C 
Dlssatisfaction with the Rep bl" h n ongress . 
leading reform advocate anduh leans ten turned him into a 
of the Greenback (1880) 'ad P e w~s the presidential nominee 
fading into poli tical o n _opullst (1892) part~es before 
and lived in this housebs(~ur~8ty65.)Wefaverl8gr6ew up ln Bloomf ield, 

· rom 7 to 1890. NHL. 

Findley House. 302 E. Franklin Bl f " · 
This 1860' b . . ' oom leld. Archl tee ture. 

. ~ r1ck house 1s two stories, T-shaped in lan 
I~s tradltlonal form is enlivened with Italianate de~ail: 
;~de eaves, bracketted cornices, and keystone hoods over. 

e round-arched windows and doorways F" dl . . . 1n ey was a phy-
Slclan who came to Bloomfield in 1843. 



Union 

DECATUR 

Church. Clark at Sycamore Streets, Davis City. Religion. The 
Union Church was built in 1878 from funds provided by Jo~n 
Clark, whose fortun e derived from local milling and t:xt1~e 
b 

· Clark identified with no particular denom1nat1on, 
us1nesses . . f ga tions 

and his church was made accessible to a_v~rlety o. con~r: , 
"without regard to Creed, Color, or rel1g1ous not1ons, . 1n 
an expression of ecumenism unusual for its place and t1me. 

C. S . Stearns House. Main and Center Streets, Garden Grove. Arch~-
B "lt c 1885 The Stearns house is a very n1ce 

tee ture. u1 · · · d t · 1 
example of the v ernacular American Queen Anne resl en la 
architecture, which was popular among Iowa's small-town 
" rominent citizens" toward the end of the 19th ce~tury . 
D~stinguishing features of this house include the 1rregu~ar 
plan variety of surface textures (shingling, "strapwork _, 
rock~faced stone). The tall chimneys, and the large seml
circular bay that dominates the front of the house are opfro-
articular note. The carriage house at the ~ear of the 

~erty mirrors many of the f eatures of the ma1n house. 

Coffin's 

DELAWARE 

Grove Stagecoach House, T89NR6W, S~ Sec . 22, Manchester. 
Transportation. This large brick house, built in 1855, 
was one of the hostelries of t he stage coach lines that 
traversed this county in the 1850's. At the time this 
house was built, on a road between Masonville and Manchester, 
the route was on the main line of the Western Mail Stage 
Compa ny running westward from Dubuque to Independence. 

J. J. Haag ( "Wheat") House. 120 East Union , Manchester. Architecture . 
Italianate house of frame construction dominated by an 
ornate belvedere. Haag was active in the milling and real 
estate bus i nesses in Manchester, making his early fortunes 
in the provision of wheat fo r the Un ion Army during the 
Civil War. Built 1864. 

Lenox College, College Street , Hopkinton. Architecture, Education . Old 
Lenox College (1859- 1944) is cons idered to be significant 
because of its early establishment in Iowa , its contribu tion 
of student man-power to the Union Army in the Civil War and 
because of its diverse architectural facilities. All of the 
buildings are brick with twentieth century shingle roofing 
and toge ther represent vernacular interpretations of stylistic 
trends ranging in time from the 1860's to the early 1900's. 
The college closed in 1944 and all buildings are now being 
used by the local historical society and the local school 
district. 

Spring Branch Butter Factory Site. Manchester vic inity. Industry. Only 
the foundation remains of this example of an early Iowa in-
dustry . The Factory was established i n 1872 and in 1876 its 
produc t won ~ gold metal at the Centennial Exhibition in 
Philadelph i a. However, it was abandoned the following year, 
when the company sold out to another firm. 

Bay Settlement Church and Monument. T88N RSW, NW~ , Sec. 36. vic. Delhi . 
Religion. The church, buil t in 1873, replaced an earlier 
church wh ich was the site of t he first Free Baptist congregation 
in Iowa. The monument was erected in August, 1865, its in
stalla t ion and attendant ceremony marking a very early ex
pression of Memorial Day services. 



DELAWARE (2) 

Ruth Suckow House. S. Radcliffe and Fifth Streets, Earlville. Literature. 
Iowa author Ruth Suckow (1892-1960) is best known for her 
vivid portrayals of Iowa farm and small-town life, described 
in her many ~1ort stories and novels. Suckow's work is well 
within the mainstream of "regionalism", a concept of visual 
and literary ar t which flourished, particularly in the midwest, 
during the 1920's and 1930's (other proponents included Grant 
Wood, Thomas Hart Benton, Herbert Quick, and Hamli n Garland). 
During the summers of 1925 and 1926, Ruth Suckow lived at this 
cottage in Earlville, and wrote her second novel (Ody ssey of 
a Nice Girl, 1925) and several short stories. 

DES MOINES 

Burlington and Missouri River Railroad Trans portat ion Passenger Stat i on . 
237 South 4th Street , Burlington. Built 1856 , and used as the 
main de pot unt i l 1868 . The depot is an important symbol of 
Burlington ' s developmen t , because the railroad contributed 
substantially t o t he growth of the c i ty , and to t he expansion 
of transportat ion i n Iowa generally . 

Crapo Park and Arboretum. Pa r kway Drive, Burlington. Landscape 
Architecture. Es t ablished 1895-96 by local philanthropist 
Philip M. Cr a po. The park was one of the earlier "designed" 
arbore tums in I owa, with over 90 acr es of plant specimens. 

Snake Alley North Sixth Stree t , Burlington. Archi t ecture , Engineering . 
This is an h is toric district which is situated on what has 
been called , "the crookedest street in the world . " Built in 
1894, Snake Alley consists of five half curves and two quarter 
curves over a d i stance of 275 fee t and a rise of 58 feet . 
Structures f acing Snake Alley range in dates of construc t ion 
from the 1850 ' s to the 1940's and in architectura l styles 
f rom Greek Revival to Italianate to twentieth cen t ury commercial. 

Firs t Congregat ional Church. 31 3 North 4th Street, Burlington. Social/ 
Humanitarian, Education, Religion. Gothic Revival, built 
1867- 70. This was the church of William Salter (1821-1910), 
minister, educator and historian, who served this congregation 
for 64 years . He came to Iowa in 1843 as one of the Iowa 
Band of Congregationalist missionaries . As a religious activist, 
he a s sisted t he pre-Civil War underground railroad, in U.S. 
Army hospitals during that war, and supported the local Sunday 
School Union and a local Colored Baptis t Church. As an 
educa tor, Sa~ter was a trustee of the State University of Iowa, 
a nd co- founder of the Chicago Theological Seminary. Salter 
also contributed much to historical scholarship in Iowa, 
through publ ication of biographies of James W. Grimes and 
Augustus Dodge, a history of the state, and numerous articles 
in t he Annals of Iowa. 

Free Public Library. 501 N. 4th Street, Burlington. Architecture. 
Built in 1896- 98, this is a two-story bri ck building, in an 
e c lec t ic style showing classical, Renaissance Revival and 
Pre-Praire-school characteristics. Unlike many public library 
buildings erected in I owa at t he turn of the century,which 
were funded by Andrew Carnegie, this was proposed and largely 
f i nanced by Burlington philanthropist Philip M. Crapo. 



DES MOINES (2) 

German Methodist Episcopal Church. 7th and Washington Streets, Burlington. 
Architecture, Social. A vernacular Go thic-style church, built 
1868-69, on a striking hillside setting which makes it a local 
landmark. the church was the second of eight built in the city 
between 1841 and 1879 which were closely associated with the 
large German community so prominent in the mid-19th-century 
history of Burlington . 

Baptist Church. T71N R3W, SE~ of SE~, Sec . 9, Sperry vicinity. Settlement. 
A one-room church of rubble limestone, built 1847. A very 
ear l y example of rural church building, used also as a local 
meeting hous e . James S. Gilmore was the firs t moderator for the 
church, founded in 1840. 

DICKINSON 

Spirit Lake Massacre Log Cabin, Arnold's Park, west of Es therville on 
U.S. 71 . Settlement, Archit ecture. This was the site of a 
major incident between Sioux Indians and white settlers, one 
of several encounters during a two day period in early March 
1857 that have collectively been referred t o as the Spirit 
Lake Massacre. The likelihood of serious conflict had increased 
as a result of dissension over recent land cession treaties 
and the particularly hard previous winter. Living on the fringe 
of an agricultural settlement in the Okoboji Lakes region, the 
relatively inexperienced pioneer parties proved easy prey for 
a renegade band of Sioux Indinas alienated f rom their own 
tribal structure . By the close of the second day, t hirty-two 
settlers lay dead and three women had been captured. While 
the hostilities deterred white settlement into the area fo r a 
time, the major outcome was that the government has tened its 
efforts to remove the remaining Sioux from Minnesota and Iowa . 

Templar Park. West shore of Spirit Lake, near Orleans. Architecture, 
Social. A Mission-style resort hotel, built in 1918, and the 
last of several similar resort facilities whi ch flourished 
in the area during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
It was built as a major summer recreation and meeting place 
for the Knights Templar of Iowa, who gathere·d here from a round 
the state each year until it closed in the early 1970' s . 

Gerome (or Geronne) P. Clark House. T98N R36W, SW~ of SW~, Sec .2. 
Milford vicinity. Architecture, Settlement. This example 
of Iowa pioneer architecture is notable chiefly for the 
use of glacial till in its construc tion. The house, begun 
in about 1870 and completed in 1888, is located a t the 
extreme western edge of the Des Moines Lobe, the only 
landform r 0? ion in Iowa exhibiting surface characteristics 
of glacial occupation, such as "knob and kettle" topography, 
and the scattering of large and small boulders about the 
terrain. 



DUBUQUE 

Lincoln School. T89N R1W, NW~ of SE~, Sec . 29, Farley Vicinity. Education, 
Science. William J. McGee (1853-1912) attended thi s one-room 
pioneer schoolhouse during the winter months from 1858-1867. 
The education received here formed the basis of a long and 
distinguished career in geology, anthropology, and hydrology. 
McGee was an early scholar of this region's glacial history, 
and made studies of water distribution over the United States 
and its industrial ramifications. His greatest contributions 
to .tunerican geology were on the problems of stratigraphic 
continuity and succession, and continental elevation and 
depression . McGee also contributed a study of the Seri Indians 
of California to the field of anthropology . Positions held 
during his life included Director of the Atlantic Coast 
Division, U.S.G.S., Director of the Bureau of American 
Ethnology, and President of the National Geographic Society. 

Western Hotel. T90N R1W, SE~, Sec. 20 , Iowa Highway 52, near Holy Cross. 
Transportation. A New England saltbox structure which combined 
residence, post office and hostelry . Built in 1849-50 by John 
C. Floyd, and also known as the Pin Oak Tavern, from a 
settlement which once existed in the area. 

Mount St. Bernard College. T88N R2E , SE~ of SW~, Sec. 11. Route #3 
Dubuque vicinity. Architecture, Education. This is a three
story limestone Greek Revival house standing in a peaceful 
rural setting. It was completed in 1851 as one of the earlier 
buildings of what was then called Mount St. Bernard College 
and Seminary, perhaps the oldest college in the state. Today 
this institution, known as Loras College, i s located i n 
Dubuque. 

Allen House. 515 First Avenue Wes t, Dyersville . Architecture. T.F.E . 
Allen, a local land speculator and developer, built this 
house in 1857 a t the height of a short-lived population 
boom due to t he Dubuque and Pacific Railway's locating its 
western terminus briefly at Dyersville. His house reflects 
Allen's awareness of contemporary architectural trends, and 
is a reminder of his town's brief time of prosperity before 
the railroad moved on a nd the depression r e turned Dyersville 
to relative obscurity . 

DUBUQUE (2) 

Dubuque Co~nty Jail. 36 E. 8th Street , Dubuque . Architecture. Bu i lt 
ln 1857-58, designed by Midwes t architect John Fr ancis 
Rague (1799-1877). An e xcellent rend i tion of the unus ual 
Egyptian Rev~val styl e . Also noteworthy fo r the rela tive ly 
early ex tenslve use of cast- i ron e xterior trim inc luding 
the di s tyle in antis front-entr ance to the jaiier' s reside nce . 

Orpheum Theatre, 405 Main Street, Dubuque. A l a rge 1910 building , the 
Or~heum T~eatre has a mansard roof and stone Renaissance Revival 
tall. Deslgned by C. W. and George L . Rapp of Chicago, it bea rs 
re~emblance .t o such no t ed Paris theatres as the Marigny , the 
Tr lanon Lyrlque, the Moul in Rou ge a nd the Olymp ia . 

Carnegie-Stout Public Library. Eleventh and Bluff Street D b . , u uque . 
Archltecture , Art. The pr i mary significance of th is building , 
constructed in 1901 , is its outstanding arch i tectura l merit . 
One of the most elegant buildings constructed i n Iowa i n the 
Classi c Tradition of the Beaux Arts , it is perhaps the finest 
extant example of t hat s t yle in t he sta te . In addi tion the 
building houses a number of va luable ar tistic works i~cluding 
"Vi:torian Survival" and "The Ba r ter", both painted, by Iowa 
artlst Grant Wood, a s well as a collection of r ar e and va luable 
books owned by 19th-century Iowa Congr e ssman Wi l liam B 
Allison. · 

A.A . 
Cooper House ("Redstone"). 504 Bluff Street, Dubuque . Archi t e cture . 

Richa rd sonian Roma nesque, built in 1888 from a design by 
Thomas Carkeek. Buil t for his daughter by Augustine A. 
Cooper, founder of the Cooper Wagon and Buggy Works which 
owed much of its s uccess to sales to ra i lroad compa~ies f or 
cons truct ~on ?u: poses . At the turn of t he century, Cooper's 
fac tory ~ ld buslness on a na t ional scale, and al s o with a 
few fo r e1gn marke t s. 

McMahon 
House. 800 Engl ish Lane, Dubuque. Arhci t ecture. Built 1861-62 

of limestone. Ross McMahon was a master stonema s on who also' 
worked on a number of churches and road bridges in t he Dubu que 
~rea dur i ng the latter hal ~ of t he 19 t h century . Thi s house 
lS a c lear example of McMahon's ski l l with stone . 

de-
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City Hall, 50 West Thirteenth Street, Dubuque. Built from . 
the designs of John Francis Rague (1799-1877). The ex:erlor 
of the building is noted for its brick masonry composlng a 
reticulation of piers and segmental arches. The long, narrow 
and tall gable-roofed building resembles mill construction 
and is considered functionally unique since it houses both 
government and commercial offices. 

Langworthy (Octagon) House. 1095 West Third s:reet, Du~uque. Architecture . 
Settlement. Constructed in 1858, thls house lS one of the few 
remaining houses of octagonal design in Iowa. Its builder, 
Edward Langworthy (1800-1893), and his three brothers were 
versatile participants in the development of Dubuque. Together 
they operated a lead mine, dealt in farming and real estate, 
and owned a steamboat and a mer cantile exchange . Ed\vard 
Langworthy also served in politics, as town councilman, county 
commissioner member of the Iowa Territorial legislature and 
delegate to ~he Iowa Constitutional Convention in 1844. 

Shot Tower. Commercia l and River Front , Dubuque. ~nd~stry. ~ fo~r-
sided tower of brick and limestone, 150 hlgh, bullt ln 1854. 
An artifact from the lead mining era of early Dubuque, for the 

Mathias 

Dubuque 

manufacture of lead shot. 

Ham House. 2241 Lincoln Ave . , Dubuque . Architecture. Combines 
Tudor. Roma n e sque and Italianate features to reflect a popular 
enthu~iasm for a rather eclectic a rchitectural style. The. 
contrast between the earlier (1E39) and later (1857) sectlons 
illsutrate the improving fortunes of Mathias Ham, ~ho in . .. 
business demonstrated similar eclecticism. Among hls actlvltles 
were farming, lumbering, brickmaking, shipping, as well as 
politic s and local society events . 

County Courthouse . 720 Central Avenue, Dubuque .. Thi~ courthouse 
was constructed in 1891-93 from designs by Frldolln.J. Heer, 
Sr., and Son. The design is d escribed.as "~n eclectlc ~lend 
of Renaissance and Richardsonian de t alls wlth the Renalssan ce 
elements predominating." It is typical of the large and . 
elaborate county courthouses erected in the Middle West ln the 
latter nineteenth century . Many examples of the type have 
been destroyed in recent years, thus making the Dubuque example 
rare both because of its majestic scale and the exceptional 

quality of its workmanship. 

DUB ITQUE ( 4) 

J. H. Thedinga Hous e . 340 W. 5 t h Street, Dubuque. Architecture . A two 
story brick townhous 8 wi th crowstepped gables . Associated with 
J. H. Thedinga , a Ge r man-born businessman who was active in 
city politics, and served a term as mayor from 1862- 66 . 

Hollenfelz House. 1651 White S t reet, Dubuque . Architecture. Built 1891, 
in a n interest ing mi x of motifs and derivations; the mansard 
gives it an overall :-Jecund Empire character. From 1906 until 
1957, it was used as a school by St. Mary's Church, firs t as 
a boys' high school (with emphasis on business and commerce) , 
and later as a lower - grade school. 

Johann C.F. Rath House. 1204 Mt . Loretta Ave., Dubuque. Architecture. 
A 1!:1-story house of white- painted rose brick, with walk-in 
basement. A modest , well-preserved residence, built 1852-3, 
which displays Georg ian characteristics in fenestrat ion and 
composition. Rath wa s a nat ive of Hanover, originally a cab
inetmaker ; he expand e d his activities in Dubuque to include 
lead mining, land sp eculation, and truck f arming. 

Washington Park. Bluff and Sixth Streets, Dubuque. Settlement, Social . 
This city block, loca ted in the original town plat of Dubuque, 
has two major periods of significance. During the first, 1834-
40, a l o g structure on the square se r ved as the city's first 
church (Me thodist Episcopal), common school, and cour thouse 
(for occasional sessions of t he Michigan Territorial court). 
A pub lic meeting in the square in 1837 resulted in the official 
incorpora t ion of the city. From 1877 to about 1900, the squar'e 
was a landscaped park, with walks, trees, flower gardens, and 
a gazebo or bandstand. It was the site of numerous public 
spectacle s, ;:Jmong them Buffalo Bill Cody's "Au t hentic Wild 
West Show" (1 896) and a speech by President William McKinley 
in 1899. 

Diamond Jo Boat Store and Office. Jones and Water Streets, Dubuque. 
Transportation. This brick office and warehouse is the last 
remaining structure in Dubuque which can be directly linked 
to the steamboat era on the Mississippi River. The building 
is also significant because it served as the headquart e rs of 
Joseph Reynolds' Diamond Jo Packet Line from the mid-1880's 
until the demise of the company in 1911. During the last 
quarter of the 19th century, the Diamond Jo Packet Li ne was 
one of the most ac tive on t he upp er Mississippi. 
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Zephania h Ki dder House . Main Street, Epworth. Architecture. Built 
in 1868 . The Kidder house is a local example of a tradi
tiona l a r chitectural form : brick construction, a three
bay center hal l plan. The simplicity of the house is en
l i v e n ed by more " contemporary" details , such as the brack
ette d eav es, keystone drip mold i ngs, and the octagonal pan
e lled p osts of the small front porch. Kidder was one of 
three men wh o laid out the town of Epworth in 1855. He 
was act i ve in several businesses in the community, including 
a c r eamery, s mall typewriter factory, and an ice house which 
serve d t h e n earby Chicago and Great Western Railroad. 

Fenelon P l a ce Elevator (aka Fourth Street Elevator). 512 Fenelon 
P l ace, Dubuque. En gineering, Transportation. This e leva
t o r is a now-rare example of the inclined-plane railway, 
and the only one known to exist in the midwest. The first 
Fe n elon Place elevator was built by J.K. Gr aves for his 
per sonal use in 1882 . It was destroyed by fire in 1892, 
a n d rebuilt by a group of neighb ors who formed the Fenelon 
Place Elevator Co . Eventually, the elevator came unde r the 
sole ownership of C.B . Trewin, who operated it as a private 
h obby a nd made extensive improvements in 1916. It is now 
own e d by Trewin's daughter. 

Ge rman Bank Building . 342 Main Street, Dubuque. Architecture. Built 
1901, designed by W.G. Williamson (Chicago) a nd John Spencer 
(Dubuque). This building is a handsome and well-preserved 
e xamp le of commercial architecture, and of the late Renaissance 
Revival. It is distinguished by the terracotta embellish
men t s o f the upper stories, which contrast sharply with the 
almost Greek Revival simplicity of the ground floor . Histor
ically , the building is associated with Dubuque's German 
c ommunity. The German Bank was founded in 1864 by T.H. Thed
inga, the city's first German-born mayor . From 1868 until 
about 1900, the German bank was housed in the old Dubuque 
Miner s ' Bank building on this site. The latter building 
was razed (although the foundation may have been retained) 
in order to build the present structure. 

Kelley House. 274 Southern Avenue, Dubuque . Architecture. Built 
c. 1855, with ground fl oor of roughly-cut limestone and 
upper (main) floor of board-and- b a tte n construction, this 
house is a d e rivation of the Mississippi Valley French archi
tectural tradition. Elements of this tradition found in the 
Kelley house include t he f ull-length porch, or galerie, with 
exterior staircase, and the location of the main living quar
ters above a full-height g round story. 

FAYETTE 

Union 
Sunday S~hool . Mc Gregor and Larrabee Streets, Clermont. 

Arch:t e cture . A vernacular rendering of Greek Revival 
arch1 t e cture, noteworthy for fine brick details. Built 
1858 for t he l ocal Presbyterian congregation . In 1863 it 
beca me the h ome of the Union Sunday School 

Mon t a uk, 

College 

Hardwa re 

Chi cago, 

, a non- denominational 
group o f chil~ ren and adults who held Bible study classes her e . 
I~s ~ost prom1n e n t member was Iowa Governor (1885-1890) 
W1l l1am La r rab ee . 

one mile no rtheast of Clermont on u.s . Highway 1118 Cl 
Bui l t · 18 74 M . , ermont . 

ln , on tauk lS a large two- story brick house wi t h 
brack e tted r oof and dolomite lintels . Or iginally the pro ert 
o f I owa governor William Larrabee (1890 ' s). p y 

Ha~l . h~as t Clar k St r ee t , Upper Iowa Co llege campus. Education 
rc lt ec~ur e. On~ of the largest a n d best preserved e xam le~ 

of Cl ass1ca l Rev1val architecture in the state For p 
yea r s af t e r i ts construction (1855-1857) . t . h many 
b "ld" l was t e only 
u~ ~n~ ~n the Upper Iowa campus, housing classrooms fa c ul t y 

an af mlnlstrat ive offices , and living quarters for s~udents , 
a nd acu l t y. 

Buildi ng . 223 Mill Street, Wadena. Architecture. A typica l 
e~ample o~ late l~th-cent~ry small town commercial build in 
Wlt h multlpaned d1splay wlndows and fa lse front For man g, 
y e ars following its construction in 1873 "t · f y f 1 . , l was a ocus 0 ocal commun1ty life, housing such varying enterprises 
a s ~ ha r dware store , tavern, tele phone exchange and post 
of f 1ce. ' 

Milwaukee, ~t. Paul and Pacific Railroad: former Fayette 
Depo t . SW~ of NW~, Sec. 15, T73NR8W. Architecture This 
~epot, built . in 1874 and moved from its original l o~ation 
l n Faye ~ te , :s an example of "railroad architecture", o ne 
s~ory h1gh Wlth a telegr aph operator' s bay window on one 
Sl~e : Noteworthy is the use of yel l ow pine t hroughout the 
Wal t lng room, used on floors, ceilings and walls. 



Central 

FLOYD 

Park-North Main Street District. Charles City. Architecture, 
Commerce . This commercial district includes two virtually 
intact frontages of mostly 19th-century and early 20th 
century commercial buildings which exhibit continuity of 
form and scale characteristic of their type and era. 

Alvin Miller House. 1107 Court St., Charles City . Architecture. 
Buil t 1951-SL: . This house is an excellent example of 
the l ater work of Frank Lloyd Wright, among the U.S. ' s 
most important and influential architects. It is illus
trative of Wright's modern updating of his earlier Prai
rie School style, in a mode he called "Usonian". Pro
minent e lements are the use of strong horizontal planes, 
rectangular forms, irregular but rectilinear plan, and 
the exterior use of stone and concrete plaster . 

A.B.C . Dodd House. 310 3rd Ave., Charles City. Architecture. 
A simple, two-story frame house built in 1910 from de
signs by the Minneapolis firm of Purcell, Feick and 
Elmslie. Purcell and Elmslie were the principals, and 
had both worked under Louis Sullivan in Chicago. This 
house is an example of the Prairie School style applied 
to low-cost, "everyman" residential architecture . It 
is also one of only two buildings in Iowa designed by 
Purcell and Elms lie . 

Franklin 

FRANKLIN 

County Courthous e . Central Avenue and First Street N w 
Hampton. Architecture, Government . Built in 1891, 'and ., 
f ea:ures sam~ of the most prominent elements of Romanesque 
Rev1val arch1tecture, particularly in the massing fenestration 
and ornamenta tion in brick and in stone . ' ' 



FREMONT 

Chautauqua Pavilion. Riverton. Politics . Built in 1897 at the instigation 

Todd 

d " k" d l"t"cal of William "Coin" Harvey , a note money cran an po 1 1 
ally of William Jennings Bryan , and fo~nde: of the Pat:i~ts of 
America. This national fra t e rnal organ1zat1on was apol1t1cal, 
its goal a "campaign against the money power" which Harv~y . 
believed was controlling the United States for its own f1nanc1al 
benefit. The Fatriots f unctioned for only a few years at the 
end of t he 19th century but during that time the Pavilion was 

' "f "1 " t he scene of several rallies by and on behalf of ree s1 ver 
advocates. 

House. Park Street, Tabor. Social, Humanitarian. Built in 185~, 
the house of the Reverend John Todd was intimately assoc1ated 
with antebellum anti-slavery activity in Iowa and Kansas. As 
the point closest to Kansas in which people were in sympath~ 
with the free-state movement there, Tabor became John Brown s 
secret headquarters during the "Bleeding Kansas" struggles of 
1856. For a time, the Todd House concealed arms and othe: 
military equipment intended for Brown's use i~ Kan~as. W1th 
the peaceful passing of the fall, 1857, elec t~ons 1n that , 
state, Brown moved his cache east to be used 1n the Harper s 
Ferry insurrection of 1859. 

GREENE 

Greene County Courthous e . E. Lincoln Way a nd Chestnut St., Jefferson. 
Architecture. Built in 1917, this courthouse is a finely
preserved example of Beaux Art s government architecture , 
designed by the Des Moines firm of Proudfoo t, Bird and 
Rawson . This firm designe d courthouses for Polk and Jasper 
Counties, and many build ings on Iowa's university campuses. 
Of principal significance in this courthouse is the domed 
rotunda, which extend s from basement to attic, with super
imposed column screens and wall murals . On the south 
edge of the courthouse square is a Lincoln sta t ue, erected 
in 1918 to commemorate the Lincoln Highway (U.S. 30). 



GUTHRIE 

L . d H"gh School Panora Architecture, Education. Built in Panora- 1n en 1 , · 
1897, this three-story red brick building represents a . 
vernacular treatment of the Romanesque style and a class1cal 
arrangement of detail. 

HARDIN 

The Met Theatre, 515 Washington Street, Iowa Falls. Architecture, 
Theater . The Met Theatre, (Metropolitan Opera House) was 
built in 1889 . The basic building shell and structural fabric 
is typical of that period, but the three story facade is 
finished in one of the popular late nineteenth century modes, 
Italian Renaissance Revival. Known by reputa tion as the "big time 
theatre in a little tow~', it has over the years provided 
entertainment ranging from vaudeville and silent films to 
present day movies. 



Bertrand 

HARRISON 

. . Soto Wildlife Refuge. Transportation. 
Archaeolog1.cal S1.te. De d k in 1868 with a full load 

The mountain steamer hBertd~an fos~n the Mont~na gold fields 
f · t and mere an 1.se f 

o equl.pmen t d l.·te offers unique opportunities or 
b ard The excava e s . d for a 0 • . . · steamer construct1.on, an 
h t dy of M1.ssour1. mounta1.n . . 

t e s u d l.f styles of frontier ml.nl.ng 
insight into the needs adnb ~he variety of goods in Bertrand's 
communities, as reveale y e 

cargo. 

! 
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HENRY 

Harlan-Lincoln House. 101 West Broad, Mount Pleasant. Politics, 
Architecture. The design is an unusual combination of 
Italianate fo rm in the Venetian tradition, with classic a nd 
high Victorian detail. The date of the house 's original 
construction is unknown, the earliest known time of occupancy 
being 1854 . The house is notable as the re s idence of James 
Harlan, an influential member of the United States Senat e 
dur i ng the Civil War and Reconstruction eras. Initially 
elected as a Whig in 1844, h e soon shifted his allegience to 
the newly formed Republ ican party and became an important 
spokesman f or western interests . Frequently cons ult ed by 
President Lincoln, who elevated h im to the post of Secretary 
of the Interior (the first Iowan t o hold cabinet rank) he 
held the executive position until mid-1866 when he resigned 
in protest against Pre sident Johnson's Reconstruction policy. 

Old Main, Iowa Wesleyan College , Mount Pleasant. Education. Old Main 
was constructed i n 1854 and has been continuously used as a 
classroom building since the fall term of 1855. A t hree
s tory brick building con struc ted of local materials, Old 
Main presents a modified classical a ppearance . 



HOWARD 

Kellow House. 324 4th Avenue West, Cresco, Architecture. An 
attractive expression of vernacular Second Empire house 
architecture, built 1879-80 by William Kellow, Jr., a l ocal 
grocer and merchant. 

Lime Springs (Lidtke) Mill Complex. T100N R12W, Sec.20, Lime Springs 
vicinity. Industry. First built in 1857 by M.M. Marsh as a 
saw mill; converted to flouring operations by 1860; burned 
in 1894 and rebuilt as a feed mill by James Stafford; a 
large dynamo room was added by D.W. Davis in 1915. Since 
the mill's equipment and machinery are still extant and in 
partial working order, the Lime Springs Mill provides an 
excellent opp,~rtunity to view the operations of a 19th
century local industry. 

HUMBOLDT 

Corydon Brown House (aka Mill Farm House). SE~ Sec. 6, T91NR28W, 
vic. Dakota City. Architecture . Built 1878, this house 
is a well-preserved example of vernacular Italianate resi
dential architecture, typi fied by a low hipped r oof, wide, 
bracketted eaves, and decorative window hoods . The house 
was built of locally-manufactured brick for Corydon Brown, 
a New York native who came to this area in 1868 . Brown's 
business activities i ncluded a dry goods store, a mill, 
and the breeding of purebred Shorthorn cattle. 



IDA 

Moorehead Pioneer Stagecoach Inn. T87N R39W, NE~, Sec.15, Ida ~ro~e 
vicinity. Settlement. Built in 1863, this structure ln l:s 
early years was the only one of any size and permanence ~n 
I da County, thus every institution in the ~aunt~ traces ltS 
beginnings to this structure. At var~ous t~mes lt served as 
the first courthouse, first post offlce, flrst church and the 

Ida 

first schoolhouse in the county. 

County Courthouse, 401 Moorehead Street, Ida Grove. Archi:ecture, 
Government. The courthouse is an imposing par:-Goth~c, part
Italianate two-story red brick building. Set ln a plcture~que 
arrangement of trees atop a hill, the 1883 courthouse doml~ates 
the town as well as the whole river valley that surrounds lt. 

IOWA 

Amana Villages, Iowa County. The seven villages comprising the Amana 
Society are by far the most successful of the several utopian 
communities founded in the United States dur ing the 19th 
century . The Society was an outgrowth of a pietistic movement 
begun in Germany in 1714 by a group which withdrew from the 
Lutheran Church and formed "The Community of True Insp i r ation. " 
The group migrated to the United States and finally set tled 
in Iowa in 1855. Al though the original communal organization 
of the Society has been modified many aspects of the Society 
remain unchanged . NHL 

Pilo t Grove . T79N R11W, SW ~ of SW ~ Sec. 24, Will iamsburg vicinity . 
Settlement . This wooded knoll rises from the wild prair ie as 
a distinctive natural feature, used from the 1840's as a 
landmark for travelers going west across Iowa. During the early 
years of settlement (1840's-1860 's), there was lit tle timber 
in this region, except the Grove, which could be seen for many 
miles . For t hos e who settled in the area, Pilot Grove was 
also a guidepost, giv ing a sense of direc tion and dis tance 
to and from the county seat at Marengo. 



I 

JACKSON 

Seneca Williams Mill. T84N R3E, Sec. 20, Maquoketa vicinity. Industry. 
A two-story flouring mill of irregularly-cut limestone, built 
about 1860. Grinding wheat was one of Iowa 's earliest commercial 
industries, with wheat the principal commercial until the 1870's . 

Anson Wilson House . T89N R2E, W~ of - sw~, s·ec . 25. Maquoketa 
vicinity . Architecture, Settlement. This house, built in 
1860, exhibits a craftsmanlike use of local limestone in 
the construction of a typical midwestern farmhouse style 
dwelling . Anson Wilson (1816-1907) was born in Canada and 
came to Jackson County in 1839. 

Paradise Farm. T86N R4E, Sees. 9, 10, 11. Bellevue vicinity. Settlement, 
Agriculture, Commerce. Three stuccoed structures (main house, 
carriage barn and another dwelling) are all that remain of 
a farm estate built by Elbridge Gerry Po tter in 1846. Potter 
was a wealthy man when he arr ived in Iowa about 1842; his for
tunes were subsequently augmented through his vast agricultura l 
holdings, the mil ling business (both lumber and flour) and 
river transportation. Potter's library and a large collection 
of his personal and business papers are preserved at the farm . 

Decker House Hotel. Main and Jones St., Maquoketa. Architecture . 
Completed 1878. The Decker House is a fine example of mid-
19th century commercial architecture in the Italianate style . 
It is among the community's largest and most prominent relics 
of the immediate post- Civil War period. The first Decker 
House was built by James Decker, of Watertown NY, in 1856. 
When Maquoketa became the county seat in 1873, the town exper
ienced a rap id rise in prosperity and population, and the 
second (present) Decker House was built to accommodate the 
many travellers coming to town on county or commercial business. 

Jackson County Jail. Town Square, Andrew. Politics / Government. Built 
1871. This 2~- story building, constructed of local limestone, 
served as t he Jackson County Jail from 1871 to 1879, and is 
the town's only remainder of its history as a county seat. 
From 1837 until 1873, the county seat moved back and forth 
between Andrew and Bellevue, until it was permanently located 
at Maquoketa. 

JASPER 

St. Stephen's Episcopal Church . 223 East 4th Street North , Newton. Archi
tecture . Built 1871-4, a good example of "carpenter Gothic", 
with its use of the pointed arch, bas ilica plan, and steeple 
at the entrance end. 

Lynnville Mill and Dam . East Street , Lynnville. Industry . The 
first mill in Jasper County and an example of one of Iowa's 
earliest industries. This mill was first established in 
1848 by J ohn Sparks, mod erni zed with an hydraulic t urbine 
in 1868, remodel ed again 1918-19 . It was fully converted 
to the gr inding of feed grains in 1925, and produced electricity 
for the local population for many years. 



JEFFERSON 

New Sweden Chapel. T72N R8W, NW~ of SE~, Sec21, Lockridge vicinity. 
Religion, Settlement. Built 1860. A plain, f r ame 
church with bell tower and spire. This was the second 
church of the New Sweden Lutheran congregation, which was 
organized in 1848 as the f irst in the Swedish August ana 
Synod. Its members were Swedish immigrants, who settled in 
the area in 1845 under the leadership of millwright Peter 
Cassel. The Chapel was designated a National Synodical Shrine 
in 1948 by the Evangelical Lutheran Augustana Synod of 
North America. 

McElhinny House. 300 North Court Street, Fair f ield. Architecture. 
This frame house, built ca. 1850, is a well-pre served 
example of vernacular domestic architecture which dates 
from the early period of Fairfield hist ory. Its first owner, 
Robert McElhinny, was a native of Pennsylvania who came to 
Fairfield in the early 1840's. McElhinny's contributions 
to community life were primarily in the area of education. 
In 1853 he was elected president of the newly-formed Jefferson 
Co. Library Association, and was on the board of Fairfield 
University at its founding in 1854. Twenty years later, 
McElhinny was a generous contributor to Fairfield University's 
successor, Parsons College. 

James A. Beck House. 401 E. Burlington, Fair f ield. Architec ture. 
' b II b k" Built in 1896, this house 1s a super , pattern oo ex-

ample of American Queen Anne residential architecture, 
with its irregular mass, great variety of exterior wall 
details, materials and color. James Beck was a Fair f ield 
native who, in the 1890's, made a fortune as the owner of 
"The Inn", a popular watering place on Lake Okoboji, and 
from other hotels in ~ Fairfield and Creston. 

JOHNSON 

Coralville Public School, 402-404 Fifth Street, Coralville . Education, 
Architecture. From 1876 to the mid-twentieth century the 
Coralville Snhool s erved t he immediate community as a primary 
education institution. The two-story brick bui l ding is a well
preserved example of early Iowa educational f acilities. 

Coralville Union Ecclesiastical Chruch. 405 Second Ave ., Coralville. Re
ligion, Government. Built ca . 1885 by the Union Ecclesiastical 
Society, for the dual purpose of providing a non-denomi na tional 
place of worship and rooms for use as a town hall and community 
center , on land donated by Charles E. Robinson. Ownership re
verted to the Robinson f amily a fter church groups ceased to use 
the building. The t own purcha sed the structure in 1921, for 
use as a school, meeting house, and, recently as an administrative 
center for local government. 

Secrest- Ryan Octagon Barn, T79N R5W, SE~ of SE~, Sec. 25, West Liberty 
vicinity. Architecture, Agricultur e . Built in 1883, this 
barn is eight sided wi th a l i me s t one f oundation and topped 
by a minature octagon cupola . I t remains for the mo s t part 
in good condition and is s t il l used to house l ivestock and 
store hay. Although t here are other "round" ba rns in Iowa, 
this one stands ou t as one of the lar gest and best preserved 
still standing . 

James McCollister Far ms tead. T79N R61.J, NW~ of SE~, Sec .2 2 , Iowa Ci t y 
vicinity. Archi tecture. Brick farmho use built i n 1863, 
with addit i ons during the 1880's. Most di s tinctive a r e 
the car ved wi ndow hoods and wid e cornice frieze with 
ornamental cu touts. Near the house is a large hor se and 
cattle bar r 0 f pegged timbers, with wooden stalls and mi l k ing 
stanchions. First owner of the proper ty was Philip Clark, 
land speculator a nd founder of the now- defunct town of 
Napoleon . McCollister acqui r ed the l a nd i n 1863 . 

College Block Building, 125 East College Street , Iowa City. Architecture. 
A two story brick commercial building cons tructed i n 1883 , 
its most prominen t fea ture is an elabora t e t in cornice . Cr owning 
the second story , the bold cornice design reflects the late
nineteenth century appreciation for mas s i ve ornamental deta il. 
This is t he ear l i est known commer cial building in Iowa Ci ty 
to have been designed by a known architec t , Chaunc ey F . 
Lovelace , who later chose it as the lo cation fo r his own office . 



JOHNSON (2) 

Kirkwood House, 1101 Kirkwood Avenue, Iowa City. Political. Built 
in 1864 f or Samuel Kirkwood, this house served as his 
residence until his death in 1893 . Samuel Kirkwood was 
a leading Iowa politician during the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, serving three terms as Governor of 
Iowa, two terms as United States Senator, and two years 
as U.S. Secretary of the Interior. 

Nicking House. 410 East Market, Iowa City. Architecture. Built 
around 1854, this is one of only three extant sandstone 
houses in Iowa City. It demonstrated well a midwestern 
interpretation of a "remembered" eastern United States 
building style, the New England saltbox. 

Johnson County Courthouse. South Clinton Street, Iowa City. Architecture , 
Government. Built in 1901 from designs by A. William Rush of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. A clear expression, in rough-faced 
Berea sandstone, of Richardsonian Romanisque architecture. 
It also exhibits interesting decorative detail in carved stone, 
on turrets, the tower, dormers and the main entry arch. 

Old Capitol, University of Iowa campus, Iowa City. Government, Architec
ture. Built in 1842-46. A distinguished example of Greek 
Revival architec ture, designed by John Francis Rague. The 
building was, sucessively, Third Territorial Capitol of 
Iowa (1842-46), first permanent state capital (1846-57) and 
the home of the University of Iowa for 113 years (1857-1970) . NHL 

Trinity Episcopal Church, 320 East College Street, Iowa City. 
Architecture, Religion. This church, construc ted in 1871 , is 
significant in i ts Gothic Revival style typical of design and 
building techniques of the mid- nineteenth century Midwest. 
It is also notable for being attributed to a design by Richard 
Upjohn, a New Yor k architect, who was perhaps the most famous 
Gothic Revival advocate in the country . The origina l structure 
has been unaltered and thus stands as a visual example of the 
nineteenth century heritage of the town. 

Wentz House, 219 North Gilbert Street, Iowa City . Architec t ure. This 
two-story residence dating from 1847 is of the Greek Revival 
style as it was interpreted by a midwestern builder or stone 
mason. It is the only extant two-story na tive s tone house of 
the original town of Iowa City, and remains in good, virtually 
unaltered condition. 

JOHNSON (3) 

Close House. 938 South Gilbert, Iowa City. Arch i tecture. Built in 18 74. 
Although many of its most prominent f eatures are now gone, 
the Clos e House remains an interesting manifestation of Italianate 
domestic architecture. Most no t eworthy are the ca rved, sandstone 
window hoods and elabora t e ly bracketted cornices. 

South Summit Street District, 301 through 818 South Summit Street, I owa 
City. Architecture, Social. The construction of the hous es 
located here span the period from 1860 to 1910 . Exhiblting a 
variety of architectura l styles, they impart a flavor that is 
strongly evocative of the taste and culture of well-to-do middle 
class Americans of the l a ter ni ne teenth century Middle West. 

North Presbyterian Chur ch, 26 East Ma rket Street, Iowa 
City. Architecture, Religion. The 1856 church provides an 
early and unusual example of Romanesque Revival architec t ure, 
exhibiting a fre e adaptation of the style through eclectic 
borrowing from Italian and French examples. The result is 
an attrac tive blend of simp l ic ity and gra ce; a pic turesque 
expression of middle western culture be tween the pioneer 
period and the Civil War. 

Czecho-Slovakian Association Hall. 524 N. Johns on Street, Iowa City. 
Social/Humani tarian . Bui lt in 1900 . The Czecho-Slovakian 
Protec t i ve Soc i ety was organized in 1882 by Cze ch immigrants 
to Iowa City who l i ved almost exclusively i n the north and 
northeast parts of t own. The C.S.P . S. of fered members 
assistance in time of need, and also ma intained a busy calendar 
of s ocial, cu l tural, educational and gymna s tic events. Now 
known as the Pruecil School of Music . 

Congregational Church of I owa City , 30 North Clinton , I owa Ci ty. 
ArchiteGture , Religion. Construc t ~d f r om a de s ign submitted 
by Gur don P. Randall , a Chicago architect , the s truc t ure was 
completed i n 1869. The Chur ch is a notable example of late 
or second (Victoria n) Gothic Reviva l architec ture , a style 
that was of ten used fo r religious buildings a t the end of the 
1860's and early 1870's. 

Plum Grove, 1030 Carroll Avenue, Iowa City. Political, Architecture. 
This two-s t or y home was the residence of t he first Terri torial 
Governor of Iowa (1838-1840), Robert Lucas, who was a con
t inuously a ctive l~ader in several phas e s of the State's 
growth. Plum Grove is representative of the Greek Revival 
style which was popular at t-he time of its construc tion. 

STATE UBR/\RY c~~· ~- •,-c . 
. ll\'11 I! IOWA 



JOHNSON (4) 

Linsay House. 935 East College Street, Iowa City. Architecture. An 
example of mail-order Queen Anne residential architecture, 
popular nationwid e during the later decades of the 19th 
century. 

Windrem House. 604 Iowa Avenue, Iowa City. Architecture. Built ca . 
1850 , this is one of the few dwellings remaining in Iowa 
City from its early period. It was built for carpenter 
William Windrem, who probably executed the interior wood
work . The house is noteworthy for the fineness of exterior 
detail, and the unusual variations on traditional eleva
tiona! schemes and use of materials. 

Cavanagh House. 704 Reno Street, Iowa City. Built 1870. One of two 
brick Gothic Revival houses remaining in Iowa City, fea
turing the pointed-arched windows which are the hallmark 
of the style. The first owner was James Cavanagh (or 
Cavanaugh) (1809-1879). 

First Welsh Congregational Church. T79N R7W, Sec.25, 26, County Road 
W62, Iowa City vicinity. Settlement. A one-room frame church 
with hexagonal belltower, built 1871. The second church of 
this group of Welsh immigrants, who first came to the area 
in the late 1830's and organized the congregation in 1846. 
It served cultural as well as spiritual needs, being the 
site of the annual "gymanfa", which combined church 
business with the atmosphere of a camp revival meeting, and 
th e "Eisteddfod", a yearly competition in music, oratory 
and poetry among the Welsh and their descendants. 

Evangelical St. John's German Lutheran Church (and outbuildings). 
T78N R7W Sec . 21, Kalona vicinity. Settlement. A frame 
church, parsonage, catechetical room and outhouse, built 
during the mid-1870's. The congregation was organized in 
1870 by immigrants from Berlin, southern Germany, and 
Switzerland. St. John's served for many years the spiritual 
needs of the small German community around Sha r on Center, 
with services in German providing important cultural ties 
with the homeland of most of the congregation . Clo s ed 
since 1955. 

Buresh Farm . T81N R6W, N~ of SE~, Sec. 20. Solon vicini t y. Agr iculture. 
A well-preserved example of a late 19th-centur y agr icultural 
operation. The farm buildings reflect the va riety of activities 
characteristic of premechanized farming. While not unique, the 
fa~rn is of the sort which is steadily disa ppea ring f r om the 
state, as changing agricultural technique s render struc tures 
like those of this farm obsolete. 

JOHNSON (5) 

St. Mary's High School. 104 East Jefferson St., Iowa City. Education. 
These structures, built in 1892 with an addition in 1911 
are the last to be associated with the 120-year educational 
tradition of St. Mary's School in Iowa City. From the school's 
beginnings in 1846, it was primarily a lower-grade institution, 
until a major curriculum revision occurred in 1892. With 
the erection of the first of these buildings, St . Mary's was 
able of offer one of Iowa's earliest comprehensive parochial 
grade-school curricula, with 12 grades. It was the first such 
school to be accredited by the University of Iowa, in 1899. 
St. Mary's was Iowa City's only parochial high school until 
1912, when a second high s chool wa s opened under the auspices 
of St . Patrick's Church. 

Park House Hotel. 130 E. Jefferson, Iowa City. Architecture, Educa
tion. The Park House is one of Iowa City's few remalnlng 
commercial buildings which date from the city's period as 
state capital. It opened in 1852, but when the capital was 
moved to Des Moines i n 1857, the hotel's business declined. 
I n 1860, it was purchased by St. Mary's Catholic Church, and 
reopened in 1862 a s St. Aga t ha 's Female Seminary , operated 
by the Sisters of Char i t y. The s chool closed in 1909, and 
the building was s ubs equently converted to apartment use. 

Opera House Block. 201-212 S. Cli nton, I owa City . Built c. 1875-78. 
Architecture. The Opera Ho use Block (believed t o have been 
buil t in conjunction with an opera house) is a locally sig
nificant example of 1870 ' s small-scal e commercial architecture. 
It fe a tures a f alse mansard roof on the front facad e , and the 
northern ha l f of the building is fa ced with s tone. The build
ing has housed a variety of local commercial concerns , i ncluding 
a bank, gro~er, physician, and, f or nearly 30 years, a s ew-
ing machine shop . The upper floors were in the early years 
used for meetings of local clubs and fr ate rna l organiza tions. 

Johnson County Asylum. Grounds of Johnson Co . Care Facili ty , Route 1, 
Iowa City . Social/Huma nitarian. This f rame structure, built 
in 1859, was the count 's fi rs t a sylum fo r the ins ane. The 
small, cramped c ubicles, with their wooden bars, are strongly 
remeniscent of a prison, reflecting mi d-19th century a tti tudes 
toward t he mentally ill. 

Vogt House. 800 N. Van Buren, Iowa City. Architec t ure. Bui lt i n 1890, 
the Vogt house is an interesting verna cu l ar a dap t ation of 
the Queen Anne style. Notev1orthy feat ures include the lattice
work porch (with its semicircular corner pr~jection ) , the 
corbelled brick chimnEys , and variety of window shapes. Also 
important is t he setting: si:: acres of semi-wood ed land on 
the long ridge which once defined the norther n edge of the 
city. 



JOHNSON (6) 

Oakes-Wood House. 1142 E. Court St., Iowa City . Art, Architecture. 
The house was b uilt in 1858 by Nicholas Oakes, a local brick 
and tile manufacturer . It is a simple, two story brick house 
of traditional form, to which were ad~ed a bracketted, Ital
ianate cornice and tall, narrow floor-length windows. The 
house is principally significant as the home of American re
gional artist Grant Wood, from 1936 until his death. While 
here, Wood taught at the University of Iowa and experimented 
with lothography, producing "Seedtime and Harvest", "January", 
and other prints. Also during this period, he wrote Revolt 
Against the City, a direct statement of Wood's personal be
lief in the value and importance of regionalism in art. 

The Pentacrest. Unive rsity of Iowa campus, Iowa City. Architecture. 
The Pentacrest is a 4-square-block, landscaped area on which 
four large Beaux Arts academic buildings are arranged like 
a frame around the fifth building, Iowa's Old Capitol. The 
four outer buildings, e r ec ted b etween 1898 and 1924, were 
the work of Proudfoot, Bird a nd Rawson of Des Moines, perhap s 
Iowa's most prolific and best-known architectural firm in 
the early 20th century . Shaeffer and MacBride halls are H
shaped in plan, and feature immense projecting porticoes on 
their easte rn facades. MacLean and Jessup are simple rec
tangular forms, with engaged colonnades running the full 
length of their west facades. The size and ostentation of 
thes e four create an effective setting for the clean sim
plicity of the Greek Revival Old Capitol, built in the 1840's . 

Washington Township Center High School. SW~ of SW~ Sec. 15, T78NR8W, 
vic. Kalona. Education. This former school building repre
sents an unusual facet in the history of rural public educa
t ion in Iowa. Erected in 1926 and maintained solely through 
donations and tuition paid by township residents, it was in that 
sense a throwback to the early days of public education in 
the state . On the other hand, the school represented the 
growing awareness among rural people of the importance of 
schooling b eyond the traditional eighth grade level. This 
school was a response to a comb ination of needs and concerns 
involving educational opportunity for farm children, inade
quate roads a nd methods of transportation, and the rural inhab
itant's common misgiving about the life and atmosphere of "the 
city". 

Delta 

KEOKUK 

Covered.Brid~e, T75N R13W, SE~, Sec.14 , Delta vicinity. 
Eng1neer1ng, Transportation. Otte of the last remaining 
covered brid · I · . ges 1n owa, 1ts Burr Arch Truss const ruct ion 
1s unus~al in Iowa. It was built in 1869 to span the North 
Skunk _Rl:er. Today the surrounding area is a roadside park 
and p~cn1c area, with the bridge remaining open to foo t 
traff1c only. 

What Cheer Opera House, 201 Barnes Street, What Cheer . Theatre M · 
The 1893_b~ilding is a visible reminder of our parti~ul~;lc. 
wa~ of l1v1ng at one time. It wa s the only source o f enter
talnment for many towns. While most of them were gradually 
altered beyond restoration into movie houses, here is one that 
has been saved and in good condi tion. Around the turn of t he 
century, places such as thi s attracted nationally known 
repertoire c ompanies, a few weeks after they a ppeared on 
Broadway. Architectural ly, the brick building contains a hint 
of Romanesque det a il in t he window and cornice design . 



LEE 

Belknap, General William W., House. 511 North Third Stree t , Keokuk . 
Military. This house was built by Belkna p i n 1854, a nd wa s 
his residence until 1869. His military eff or ts dur i ng t he 
Civil War, including service at the Battle of At lan t a, 
resulted in his obtaining the brevet rank of Ma j or General 
of Volunteers . He was Grant's Secretary of War f rom 1869 
until charges of improper conduct resulted in hi s impeachment 
by the House of Representatives. Al though many Sena tors did 
believe Belknap had dealt in the selling of a rmy pos t tra der
ships, the Upper House was unable to convic t him. Following 
his acquittal, Belknap sold his Keokuk property , and p racticed 
law in Philadelphia and Washington. 

Miller, Justice Samuel Freeman, Ho t.1se. 318 North Fi f th St reet , Keokuk. 
Law. This house was from 1859 to 1881 t he house of Samue l F. 
Miller, appointed to the United Sta tes Supr eme Cour t by 
Lincoln in 1862. He served during a time when t he nation 
was building a legal foundation from which many advances in 
the social condition emerged in later years, and is thought 
by some historians to have been among the top j urists t o 
sit on the Court. 

U. S. Post Office and Courthouse, 25 North Seventh Stree t , Keokuk . 
Architecture, Government, Communication. The t wo and one
half story public building was erected between 1887 and 1890 . 
It s seven story clock tower rising well above the building 's 
two and thr ee story commercial neighbors make it a highl y 
visible communi t y landmark. This post office and seat of 
county government is architectur al ly signi f icant as a well
designed, sturdily built example of round-arch, brick and 
t err a-cotta Victorian a rchitecture. 

Old Fort Madison, 315-335 Avenue H, Fort Madison. Mili t ary , Commerce. 
Though currently i n ruins with it s a r ea largely covered by 
a black-topped private parking lot, th e fort is s i gnificant 
for it s a s s oc i a tion wi t h t he War of 1812 . Erected in 1808-
1809 a s a U.S. gover nmen t tra ding post and one of the three 
princ i pa l fo rt s guarding th e northwest frontier, it sustained 
s.ev e r al Indian assault s until 1813 when, under continuous si:ege , 
the defenders we r e compe lled t o burn the fort and retrea t down 
river t o St. Louis . 

LEE (2) 

Lee County Cour thous e. 701 Avenue F . , Fort Madi son. Archit ecture , 
Government . A templ e-form Greek Rev ival gove rnment build i n g , 
one of two such courthouse s i n Iowa . I t has seen continual 
use as a government fa cility s i nce 1845 when, after a l ong 
seri e s of political s t r uggles over t he locat i on of the county 
seat, Fort Madison was chos en as the permanent home of Lee 
County government. 

Denmark Congr egational Church. Academy Av e . and 4th Street, Denmark. 
Religion , Humanitarian. This church, built 1863-4 , wa s the 
last church of the Reverend Asa Turne r, Jr. ( 1799-1 886), 
who came to Denmark in 1838 and served here for nearly 30 
years . Turner is best known as a leader of the "Iowa Band", 
a group of young missionarie s f rom Andove r Theologica l 
Seminary who beginning in 1843 f ounded Congregational churches 
around eastern Iowa, a l l modeled on Turner's church at 
Denmark . As a strong temperance advocate and abolitionist , 
Turner in later years became i nf l uential in Iowa re f orm 
movements and in the e stablishment of the Re pu blican Party 
in t he state . 

Keokuk Lock, Dam and Powe rhouse. Keokuk . Engineer i ng, Transpor t a 
tion. This facility, built by the Keokuk and Hamilton Water 
Power Co . (now Union Electr ic Co.) was at the t ime of i t s 
comple t i on i n 1914 considered a maj or engineer ing acconp
lishmen t. The dam is nearly one mile long , a nd the powe r
hous e was one of the larges t in the world at that t ime . The 
facilit y no t on ly provided e lectric pmver , but was one of 
a series of at t emp t s, begun in 18 77, to make this area of 
the Mississippi (known as the Lower Rapids) safely navigable 
for steamboats and, subsequently, barges . 

Alb r ight House. 716-7 18 Avenue F, For t Madison . Architec ture . This 
double r es idence i n the Italiana t e style was built i n 1858 
for brothers Jacob and William Albright, who came t o Ft . Had
ison from Philadelphia in 1839 . The house is close l y modelled 
on a design by Philadelphia archi t ect Samuel Sl oan , and r e p
resents an uncommon example of the direc t i mpor t ation of 
Easte r n high s t yle residential archite c ture in t o Iowa , a t a 
rela t ively early date. Locally the house is known as the "Bet
sy Ross House", because Jacob Albright mar r ied Rachel Wil son, 
a granddaughter of Betsy Ross. 

Frank J . Weess House . 224-226 Morgan St., Keokuk. Ar chi tectur e . Con
structed 1880-81, this brick hous e is an illustrative example 
of Second Empire r esidential architec t u:,:-e, built for Holland
born bus i nessman Frank J. Ueess. Wee~s was e stablished i n the 
meat business by 1860, and also had rd ther extensive real es
tate holdings . The construe ion of this house was a typical 
example of the 19th ·~uhury V1.ctorian expression of material 
wealth. 



LINN 

King Memorial Chapel. Cornell College campus, Mount Vernon. Architecture, 
Education. Victorian Gothic structure of limestone, built 
1875-76. King Chapel has served as cultural center for the 
college, Mt. Vernon, and a wider geographical area. 19th
century colleges were part of a movement to spread culture 
among the people, and Cornell and the chapel played a role 
in this effort, offering lectures, concerts, and other per
formances open to the public. The Chapel was, in the past, 
also the site of nondenominational worship services, offered 
as part of the educational experience to Cornell College 
students. 

Granger House. 970 Tenth Street, Marion. Architecture. Two-story 
brick farmhouse with Italia nate details, built during the 
1860's. Associated with Earl Granger, local farmer, cattle 
breeder and meat merchant. 

Paramount Theater Building. 3rd. Ave., S.E. and 2nd Street, S . E., Cedar 
Rapids. Architecture, theater. Built 1928 . The Paramount 
Theater, originally the Capitol Theater, 'vas probably one of 
the last of the truly opulent vaudeville-movie houses to be 
built, and is an excellent example of the style. The building 
combines both a theater and a block of offices, with rents 
from these offices having paid for a large por t ion of the 
theater. Since its construction, the theater has presented 
vaudevi lle, motion pictures, musical and dramatic presentations, 
travelogues and newsreels. 

Mittvalsky House. 1035 Second Street, Southeast, Cedar Rapids. 
Architecture. Built in 1880 by Czech businessman Frank 
Mittvalsky, this house is the best preserved example of 
brick Victorian-Italianate architecture remaining in the 
Cedar Rapids metropolitan area. 

T. M. Sinclair Mansion (" Brucemore"). 2160 Linden Drive SE, Cedar Rapids. 
Architecture. Queen Anne Revival architecture, built 1884-
85, whose characteristic features include a complex plan and 
elaborate facades utiliz ing a variety of materials and deco
ration. Built for T.M. S i nclair, a local meat packer. Acquired 
in 1908, by George Douglas, who installed butternut paneling 
and woodwork. David Hall, who lived here from 1938 to 1971, 
participated in a variety o f business and philanthrop i c act ivities. 

LINN (2) 

Highwater Rock. 100 yards north of 1st Avenue, in the Cedar River at 
Ceda: Rapids . Tran~portation. Hi ghwater Rock is a large 
gran1te boulder wh1ch served as an informal, but accurate, 
gauge of the depth of the Cedar River he re from the 1840's 
to the close of steam navigation on the river in the mid-
1~60's. Townspeople used the rock to determine whether they 
m1ght cross the rocks of the rapids on foot, or must needs 
take the ferry: Steamboat p i lots also relied on the height 
of water around the rock t o d e termine whether or not they 
would be able to steam safely past the rapids. 

Seminole 

Security 

Vall~y Farmstead: T8 3N R8W, Sec . 13, Cedar Rapids vicinity. 
Agr1culture. Bu1lt ca . 1900. This turn of the century 
fa rmstead, with its variety of structures (farmhouse summer 
kitchen, barn, toolshed/ice house, chicken house and,smoke 
house) represents the "pre-mechanized" period of midwest 
farmin g enterprise . It is set, chronologically and techno
logically, between the barebones subsis t ence of earlies t 
Iowa pioneer agriculture and today' s farm operations which 
are heavily mechanized and strongly affected by nati~nal 
and international ma r ket s , and the ready availability of 
good s a nd services . 

Building. 2nd Ave . and 2nd Stre et SE, Cedar Rapids. Ar chitecture. 
Built 1908. The Security Bu i l ding is an example of turn-of
the- century highr i se construc t ion. It was designed by the 
Cedar Rapids build ing firm of J o sselyn and Taylor. The building 
~onforms to Louis Sullivan 's fo r ma t fo r highrise cons truct ion: 
1t has three sections (base, middle and top ), corresponding 
t o the tripartite form of the classical column . Another in
teresting feature is the arra ngement of bays, \vhich reveals 
the structur~ l syst em within. 

A.T. Averill House. 1120 Second Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids. Architecture. 
Completed 1886 . The Aver i ll house, built of br i ck on a corner 
lot, is a fine example of High Victorian residential architect ure 
I mportant e lements in ~ lude the pierced, vertical br i ck chimney . 
panels, panelled corn1ce, de tailing of the linte ls and t he 
clean, crisp lines , which c on t rast with the more free-form char
a~ter of the Queen Anne s t y l e, wh i ch was also popular a t this 
t1me. The house was buil t f or Ar thur Tappan Ave r ill a mong 
Cedar Rapids more " s ubsta nt ial" c itizens during the iate 19 th 
century. His origina~ f ortune deri v e d from a farm implement 
comp~ny, but he also 1nve sted in as s orted banking concerns 
and 1n the Ceda r Rapids Gas Light Co . 



LINN (3) 

C.S.P.S. Hall. 1105 3rd St. SE, Cedar Rapids. Social/Humanitarian. 

May's 

Fi r st 

Built 1890-91, additions 1900 and 1908. The C.S.P.S. Hall 
is significant for its association, as a social and cultural 
center , with the Czech community of Cedar Rapids, which is 
a mong that city ' s most prominent immigrant groups. C.S.P.S . 
was a fraternal benevolent society, founded i n St. Louis in 
1854. Cedar Rapids ' first chapter, the Prokop Velky lodge, 
was organized in 1879, with two more lodges following by 1882. 
The Hall's importance to the Czech community is demonstrated 
by the fact that it had to be substantially enlarged twice 
within 10 years, to accommoda t e the variety of activities 
which took place on i ts stage a nd in its ballroom and meeting 
facilities. 

Island Historic District. Government Island, Cedar Rapids. 
Community Planning, Archi tecture. This district includes 
t he Memorial Building, Linn County Courthouse and Jail, 
a nd the Federal Building on the east side of the Cedar 
River, a ll built between 1923- 1933. The district is 
significant as a n example of creative urban planning, which 
took advantage of the island in the middle of the river 
(which bisects the city ) to establish a government complex 
to unit e the two h alves of the community. The Federal 
Building and County Courthouse a r e Beaux Arts in style; 
the Memorial Building displays elements of the later Moderne 
a nd features an immense stained- glass window by artist Grant 
Wood. 

Universalist Church (now People's Church). 600 3rd Avenue SE, 
Cedar Rapids. Religion. Built in 1875 and extensively "re
s t yled " in 1925, this church is significant for its association 
with Dr . Joseph Fort Newton (18 76-1950), who served here from 
1908 to 1916, when h e was called to the pulpit of London's 
City Temple, the preeminent Non-Conformist church in England 
at that time. Newton won national recongition for his call 
to London and for the series of sermon-articles, many of 
which ori~inally appeared in the Cedar Rapids Gazette, which 
in 1924 caused him to be selected as one of the 25 most "out
standing preachers of the American pulpit". 

The Calder Houses . 1214 and 1216 2nd Ave. SE, Cedar Rapids. Architec
ture. These diminutive, n early identical brick houses were 
built in 1868 and consti tu te some of the very few remaining 
examples of mid-19th century housing stock in the city. They 
are simple, vernacular buildings, their very functional qual
ity a contrast to later, more elaborate or pretentious styles 
whi ch characterized much of Cedar Rapids' residential construc
tion later in the century. 

LINN (4) 

Peoples Savings Bank. 1 01 3rd Av enue NW, Cedar Rapids . Architec
ture . Built in 1911 , thi s was one of a s e ries of small 
midwe stern b a nks designed by Louis Sullivan between 1907 
and 1919 . It features a central banking area, topped 
with a cleres tory, around which is wrapped a single story 
of offices and other rooms. Classic Sullivanesqu e features 
include exterior expanses of plain surface , with decorative 
elements concentrated to increase the intensity of t heir 
impact; and a rich variety of materials used in t h e inter
ior: tile, marble, wood, brick and metal . 

Burlington , Cedar Rapids and Minnesota Railroad : Walker Station. 
Between Rowley and Washington Streets, Walker. Set tlement, 
Transportation. Th is two-story frame s tation of tra ditional 
19th century rai lroad design was c onstructed in 187 3 . 
Its erection (as the first bui lding in the town) constituted 
the beginning of the Walker community, i n an area which 
had until then bee n passed by as unsuitable for settlement. 
The town, appropriately enough, was named for the railroad's 
then chief e n gineer, Wi lliam Williams Walker. 



LOUISA 

Toolesboro Mounds, vicinity of Toolesboro. A group of conical midd~e 
woodland period burial mounds attributed to the Hopeweel1an 
occupation on the Mississippi valley between 200 B.C. and 
A.D. 200. NHL. 

Community Building, 122 East Maple, Columbus Junction. Education, 
Architecture. The building functioned as the Columbus 
Junction School for about four decades. Thereafter, the 
brick two-story building has served as a focal point of 
community gatherings, housing a well-used library and 
meeting rooms. Altogether, it is a well-preserved examp~e , 
of a local vernacular style designed to meet the commun1ty s 
educational needs. Built in 1882. 

Florence/Council on the Iowa Site. Sections 20, 28, 29, T73NR2W, 
on the south bank of the Iowa River. Settlement. This 
site includes the location of the nonextant town of Flo
rence and the place where in 1832 the chiefs Black Hawk 
and K~okuk met to discuss a situation, arising from a 
treaty made in 1804, which would eventually culminate in 
the military exercise known as the Black Hawk War. 

LYON 

Blood Run Village Site, Junciton of Big Sioux River and Blood Run 
Creek, Lyon County. Attribut ed to Oneotd occupation in 
northwestern Iowa between A.D. 1700-1750. NHL. 

Kruger Mill. T99N R48W, NE~ of NW~, Sec. 21, Larchwood vicinity. 
Industry. Built in 1883 as a commercial grist mill, with 
an exterior water \vheel , millra ce, and dam, this mill, was 
later converted to a cattle-feed mixing and electric power 
generating enterprise. It is the only remaining water-wheel 
type mill extant in northwest Iowa . 

Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad: Rock Rapids Station, Bridge 
#2834, Track and Hand Switch. North Story Street, Rock Rapids. 
Transportation. Depot built in 1884, bridge in 1886 . During 
the 1880's, citiz ens of Lyon County voted to raise $30,000 .00 
to bring the Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern Railroad 
through Rock Rapids on the way to Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
The coming of the railroad worked major changes in local 
transporat ion, as grain could then be shipped out, and 
merchandi se brough t in, via rail rather than by Missour i 
River barges on which the local inhabitants had previously 
relied . 

Melan Bridge, Emma Sater Park, Rock Rapids, Engineering. Built in 1893-
1894, the Melan Bridge is still in excellent cond i tion. It 
is considered to be probably the third concre te bridge of 
arched design to have been built in the United States . The 
significance and authenticity of the Melan Bridge are recognized 
by the Smithsonian Ins titute in Washington, D.C., where a model 
of it is displayed. Since its construction the advent of 
automobile ~~ dffic has made necessary its removal to its 
present location in Emma Sater Park. 

First (now Uni ted) Methodist Church. 302 S. Carroll, Rock Rap ids. Ar
chitecture. This Romanesque Revival church , buil t 1895-96, 
is primarily significant for the i nteres ting combination o f 
blue-gray and red gr anite used in its cons truc tion. The 
red granite is mainly used for details, in window arches 
and decorative coursing on the belltower. The architect 
was Joseph Schwartz, of Sioux Falls SD. The first Methodist 
congregation was organized in Rock Rapids in the 1870's. 



MADISON 

McBride Covered Bridge. Jeffer son Twp., Sec. 34, Winterset vicinity. 
Built 1871. 

Cu t ler- Conahue Covered Bridge. City Park, Winterset. Built 1871. 
The McBride bridge was built by J .P. Clark, 
the Cutler-Donahue bridge by Eli Cox. Both utilize 
~ traditional Towne lattice construction using wood members. 

Halliwell Covered Bridge. Engineering . T79N R27W, WW~ of NE~, Sec.4, 
Scott Twp., Winterset vic inity. Built 1880 . 

Cedar Covered Bridge. Union Twp., T76N R27W, SW~ of NW~, Sec. 20, 
Winterset vicinity. Built 1883. 

Roseman Covered Bridge . Webst er Twp., T75N R29W, NE~ of SE~, Sec .l4, 
Winterset vicinity. 

Hogback Covered Bridge. Douglas Twp., T76N, R28W, NW~ of Sec.l4, 
Winterset vicinity. Built 1884. 

These four covered bridges were built by H.P. Jones. Jones ' 
bridges were highly innovative in design, particularly in 
the elimination of the traditional high-pitched roof in 
favor of a very low-pi t ched, almost flat, roof. The unusual 
desi gn of these bridges contributes to their importance as 
examples of 19th-century engineering techniques. 

C. D. Bevington House and Stone Barn. 805 South 2nd Ave., Winterset. 
Settlement . Two-story vernacular Gothic Farmhouse, built 
1856 . The Barn is of coursed rubble limestone, and exhibits 
a certain competence in the use of local materials. Bevington 
settled in Winterset in 1853, after a stint in the California 
gold fields. He was a non-practicing pharmacist, preferring 
to work as a real estate agent and farmer. 

Madison County Courthouse. City Square, Winterset. Archi t ecture, 
Government. Renaissance Revival, designed by A.H. Piquenard, 
buil t 1877. This is the county's third courthouse. The first 
was a double log cabin which served as court, county offices, 
school and meeting house until about 1868. The second court
house (very similar to the present one) was far more elabora te, 
as befi tted the i ncreased prosperity of the county. After it 
burned in 1875, Piquenard (co-designer of the Iowa State 
Capitol) was hired to design the third courthouse. Its four 
identical facades with entrance piazzas, on a Greek Cross plan, 
are perfect for the location, which is a central square 
surrounded by commercial structures. 

MADI SON ( 2) 

North Ri ver Stone Schoolhouse. T76N R28W, SE~ of SW~ , Sec . 2 , Winterset 
vicinity . Educa t ion . Built in 1874 by stonemason David 
Harr i s, as one of six rural schools in Douglas Twp . The 
bui ld ing's plain , lime stone facade is relieved by quoining-
a de t a i l most un common in this sort of s t ructure in Iowa. 

St. Pa t rick's Church . SE~ of SE~, Sec . 36, T77NR26W , Lee Twp . Settle 
ment. Built 1868. This church is significant for its 
a s sociation with the "Irish Se tt lement", a rural community 
of Irish i mmigran t s estab lished, with the help of missionary 
priest Fr . Ti mothy Mullen, in the early 1850's . Mo s t studies 
of I rish immigra t i on to the U. S . have concen trated on its 
urban aspects. However, many I r ish did come to t he U.S. to farm, 
and establis hed rural sett l ements in stat es such as Wisconsin , 
Nebraska, a nd Minnesota . Other such se t tlements in I owa 
included Garryowen (Ja cks on Co.), Emmetsburg Twp . (Palo Alto 
Co.), Washington Twp . (Clinton Co.), and Neola ~vp. (Potta
>va t tamie Co.). 



MAHASKA 

Nelson Pioneer Farm, House and Barn, T76N R15W, SW~, Sec.32, Oskaloosa. 
Agriculture. The Nelson Pioneer House (1852-1853) and Barn 
(1856) are well-preserved examples of early homesteader 
building. Still in their original 350 acre rural setting their 
significance derives from their own integrity as well as 
their ~ssociation with one of the Mahaska County area's 
earliest settlers. 

Smith-Johnson House. 713 High Avenue East, Oskaloosa. Architecture. 
This expression of vernacular architecture is notable for 
its massing--a compact composition of three blocks of 
varying height. The brickwork shows great attantion to 
detail, particular l y in the cornicework of each section. The 
house was built in 1853 for William T. Smith, local banker 
and first mayor of Oskaloosa. In 1864 it was acquired by 
the Johnson family, of whom J. Kelly Johnson and his son, 
Irving, were active in politics and the legal profession. 

MARION 

Dirk Van Loon House. 1401 University Avenue, Pella. Settlement. This 
small, limestone dwelling, built c . 1855, is a n arti fact from 
the early "colonia l " period of Pella's history. Van Loon 
came to this Dut ch settlement in 1856; as a master stonemason, 
he is belived to have constructed a number of houses in the 
town . 



MARSHALL 

LeRoy R. Willard House. 609 W. Main Street, Marshalltown. Architecture. 
Built 1910 . A well-preserved example of large pre-WW I 
domestic architecture, showing strong influence from the 
craftsman style combined with Georgian Revival elements. 
Wi llard (1864-1917) was a partner in the Marshall Oil Company , 
a local indepe ndent compan y which specialized in the manu
facture o f axle grease and the distribution of kerosene and 
gasoline . 

Marshall County Courthouse, Town Square, Marshalltown. Constructed in 
1884-1886, the Marshall County Courthouse was designed by 
the Chicago architect J.C . Cochrane. A four-story building 
with limestone facin g and shee t metal sculpture, the court
house is considered one of few large governmental buildings 
of classical-revival design still in use. Topped by a domed 
tower, the courthouse is a landmark visible for many miles. 

First Church o f Christ, Scientist. 412 W. Main, Marshalltown. Archi
t ecture . Built i n 1903, this church is historically signifi
cant for having been an unusually early manifestation of 
t he Prairie School outside the Chicago metropolitan area . 
It is also significant as an early work of Hugh Garden, who 
worked with Louis Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright in Chicago 
before gradually abandoning the Prairie School style after 
1905. The church has a Greek cross plan, and is characterized 
by simplicity and straightforward use of materials. 

C.H. Whitehead House . 108 N. 3rd St., Marshalltown. Architecture. 
This house disp l ays an interesting variety of architectural 
influences which were popular at the turn of the century. 
The basic form is a hipped-roof cube, to which assorted ele
ments of Qneen Anne, Federal and Colonial Revival detail have 
been added. It was built for Charles Henry Whitehead, a native 
of Boone who came to Marshalltown to establish a mercantile 
bus i n ess in 1898. The firm, known first as Whitten and 
Whitehead, and later as Whitehead and Weisman, specialized 
in women's and children's ready-to-wear, and claimed to be 
the first in the state to do so. 

MILLS 

Pony Creek Park, vicinity of Glenwood, Iowa . Prehistoric. The pa r k 
is the location of prehistoric house si t es a ttributed to the 
Nebraska phase occupation in southwestern Iowa betwee n A.D. 
900-1300. 



MITCHELL 

First Lutheran Church. 212 N. Main Street, St. Ansgar. Architecture, 
Settlement. Venacular Gothic Revival, completed 1868. The 
church is primarily associated with the Reverend C.L. Clausen 
(1820- 1892), an important colonizer on behalf of Norwegian 
i mmigrants to Wisconsin, Minnesota and northern Iowa. In 
1853 he brought 75 Norwegians to the site now known as St. 
Ansgar. For the next 20 years he served there as pastor, 
counselor, and civic and political leader. 

Mitchell County Courthouse. 500 State Street, Osage. Architecture. A 
temple-form Greek Revival structure, embellished with Italianate 
and Gothic details. First built 1856-60, with several later 
additions in keeping with the original design. 

Cedar Valley Seminary. North 6th and Mechanic Streets, Osage. Education, 
Architecture, Vernacular Italianate, built 1869. Cedar Valley 
Seminary was established in 1862 by the Cedar Valley Baptist 
Association, with assistance from the town of Osage. For 
80 years, this school offered quality courses of instruction 
in teacher-training, business, the sciences, literature and 
the classics, on the high school and today's junior college 
levels . Most notable of its graduates was author Hamlin 
Garland. 

Union Presbyterian Church. TlOON Rl7W, NW~ of SW~, Sec.l3, Stacyville 
vicinity . Settlement, Architecture. A one-room frame church 
with Gothic elements and a truncated tower, built 1888. Well
preserved pressed-tin interior. German settlers organized the 
congregation in the late 1850's, with services held first in 
members' homes, then at the Lutheran church in Toeterville. 
Reestablished as a separate congregation 1873-74. 

Nels Severson Barn. Carpenter, T99N R18W, NW~ of SE~, Sec.6. Settlement. 
A limestone agricultural building constructed in 1867 by 
Norwegian immigrant Nels Severson, which illustrates pioneer 
utilization of local building materials. It has long been 
known locally as "Fort" Severson, a designation given to a 
variety of structures in the American pioneer period which, 
al though not originally built as fortifications, may have 
served early settlers as such against both natural and human 
dangers. 

MITCHELL (2) 

Northeast Iowa Electric Co . Powerhouse and Dam . On the Red Cedar River , 
Mitchell . Industry. Built 1925 . This little stone powerhouse 
and concrete dam are reminders of the era of small- scale , 
private utilities which flourished in the 20th century before 
the advent of large, statewide or regional public power sources . 
It is located on the Red Cedar River in an area once known 
as "Wes t Mitchell", which during the 1850 's was a busy 
center of local industry, including saw, grist, flour and 
woolen mills, all of which were powered by the Red Cedar 
current. 



MONTGOMERY 

Chautauqua Pavilion . Oak Street, Red Oak. Social. A round, open-air 
pavilion, 160' in diameter. Built in 1908 by.the Red Oak 
Chautauqua Association, and used for en~er~alnment.and programs 
by civic and religious organizations. W1ll1am Jenn1ngs Bryan 
was one of the earliest orators to hold forth here. 

MUSCATINE 

Octagon House. T77N R2W, SW~ of SW~, Sec . 24, Muscatine. Architecture . 
This two story octagonal brick building is a combination of 
Italian villa and Greek Revival styles. It was built by 
Samuel de Sinnette, a descendant of a French aristocratic 
family, in 1855 and was the site of much lavish entertaining 
in its day. Interesting details include an eight-sided brick 
cupola, cast-iron star clamps, a secret room a nd an underground 
tunnel. 

S.M. McKibben House, Walnut Street, Muscatine. Architecture. Built in 
1866-69. The McKibben House stands as a well-preserved example 
of double house construction in Muscatine. Maintaining bo th 
its interior and exter ior integrity, it is one of few early 
structures that remain in the oldest residential sec t ion of 
this river town . 

Trinity Muscatine Church, 411 East Second Street, Muscatine . Architec ture, 
Religion . This church is a sandstone Gothic Revival buil ding 
which was built in 1854. One of the oldest Iowa church buildings 
still in use as a place of worship, Trinity Muscatine was also 
reputedly the site where The Right Reverend Henry Washing ton 
Lee, D.D., LL.D. , was consecrated the first Episcopal Bishop 
of Iowa on October 18 , 1854. 

Alexander Clark House . 203 W. 3rd . Street, Musca tine. Politics, Law, 
Afro-American History. Two-story brick double house, built 
1878. Alexander Clark (1826-1891) was an Afro-American 
political figure, orator, editor and Mason. His suit against 
the Muscatine school board resulted in a state supreme court 
decision desegregating all common s chools in Iowa in 1868. 
During Rel ' ~uction, Clark was a primary advocate, both in 
Im.;a and i'1. the South, for Black rights and the Republican 
Party, and very active in state party politics. He was 
appoin ted Minister Resident and Consul General to Liberia in 
1890. Clark was also a Grand Master Mason and editor, during 
the 1880'~ of che Chicago Conserva tor, a newspaper founded on 
the advocacy of rights for black people. 

Old Jail, 411 East iourth Street, Muscatine. Architecture, Political . 
Built in 1856-1857, the Muscatine County Jail is a brick T
s haped structure, with a t wo story main portion and one s tory 
cell block wing at the rear . It is the only remaining example 
of Greek Revival gc !21nm<ont arch1tecture in Muscatine. 
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First Presbyterian Church. 401 Iowa Avenue, Muscatine. Ar chitec ture . 
Built 1856-9, addition 1912. An example of mid-19th-century 
Gothic Revival architecture, particularly noteworthy fo r the 
way the addition blends with the original church. Thi s building 
was the home of the first Iowa Presbytery, organized in 1840. 
The first Iowa Synod was created here in 1852, and probably 
encouraged the building of this substantial church a s a 
symbol of early Presbyterian activity in the state. 

Samuel Nichols House. NE~ of NW~ , Se c. 14, Pike Twp., west of Ni chols . 
Architecture, Settlement. This is a t ypical 19th century 
brick farmhouse, built 1869-70, with a two-story main blo ck 
and a one-story rear kitchen wing. Samue l Nichols came to 
this area in the late 1830's and opera ted the Lacy po s t off ice 
from his house for many years. Through h i s ''liberal s ub
scription" to Burlington, Cedar Rapids and Northern Railr oad 
stock, and donation of land for a depot, he made pos s ible 
the town of Nichols, which was laid out in 1871 by his son, 
Benjamin F . 

Welch Apartments. 224 Iowa Avenue, Muscatine. Architec t ure . The 
Welch apartment block is representative of a gr oup of l ate 
19th c entury commer cial struc tures in the I t a lianate styl e 
which are scattered throughout downtown Musca t i ne. They 
are characterized by large metal cornices and bay wi ndows 
(often elaborately decorated) on second and th ird fl oors. 
The Welch Apartment block is additionally important for its 
interior layout, which was planned to make maximum use of 
large skylights which directly illuminate the ha l lways , and, 
indirectly, many of the rooms which do not have a ccess to 
outside light. 

O' BRIEN 

Wit terock Village Site, vicinity of Sutherland. This is a for t ified 
Mill Creek Culture site, dated between A.D. 900-1400. NHL. 

Carnegie Library. 321 Tenth Street, Sheldon. Architecture . One of t he 
101 library buildings in Iowa funded by Andrew Carnegie . Bui lt 
of yellow brick, on a rusticated stone foundation, in 1908. 
This library is a good local adaptation of Beaux Arts , on a 
scale appropriate for a small town. The classical details are 
typical of the style. 
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William Peters Hepburn House, 321 West Lincoln, Clarinda. Political. 
An 1867 two-story frame home with modest square tower, it is 
noteworthy as the residence of a prominent Iowa congressman, 
William Peters Hepburn, who authored several important pieces 
of national legislation during the Progressive Era. Among 
these were the Hepburn law, which prohibits discrimination 
and rebates by railroads; and the Pure Food and Public Health 
Act (59th Congress). Editor and part owner of the Clarinda 
Hera ld , he also practiced law at various periods of his life. 
The town of Hepburn, Iowa , located about eight miles north of 
Clarinda, was named for him. 

Goldenrod Schoolhouse. Block 48, Frazer Addition, Clarinda. Agriculture. 
Education. This one-room schoolhouse, built in 1873, is the 
place where , in 1901, schoolmistress Jessie Field initiated 
a program for boys and girls which eventually became the 4-H 
Clubs of Amer ica , an organization for future farmers and home
makers whic h today provides a wide range of activities for 
youth throughout the nation. 

PALO ALTO 

Ormsby-Kelly House . 2403 West 7th Street, Emmetsburg . Journal ism . 
Birthplace (1899) of Bruce Bliven, nationally-known 
Journalist, who worked for the San Francisco Bulletin and 
New York Globe, was editor of the New Republic, and for 
20 years New York correspondent for the Manchester Guard ian. 
Since 1940 this has been the home of Thomas J . Kelly, long
time owner and editor of the Emmetsbur g Reporter and Democrat; 
his column "Scratch Pad" has had nationwide circulation. 



PLYMOUTH 

St. George's Episcopal Church. 400 1st Avenue SE, LeMars. Settlement. 
Built 1881, a one-story frame structure with Gothic-style 
windows. The church is a remainder from the town's early 
heritage of English settlement. It was financed through con
tributions from England, which supported its construction as 
a "foreign mission". During the 1880's it served the religious 
and social needs of the short-lived English colony that existed 
in LeMars toward the end of the 19th century. 

Thoren Hall. Westmar College campus , Le Mars. Education. Built in 
1901, Thoren Hall was the first building of Western Union 
College, established that same year. This college was formed 
by a merger between the Northwestern Normal School and Busi
ness College (founded 1887 by Dr. Jacob Wernli), and a planned 
denominational college of the United Evangelical Church. Wes
tern Union College was renamed "Westmar" in 1948. 

POCAHONTAS 

Laurens Public Library, 263 North Third, Laurens. Architecture, Social. 
It was built in the "mission" style in 1910 from funds donated 
by Andrew Carnegie. Laurens was the smallest community in the 
nation to receive a Carnegie Library, and because of this it 
was featured in the Iowa exhibit at the 1933 Chicago World's 
Fair. Although it is now too small for modern library uses, 
it has, for over sixty years, been important in the community 
as a meeting place and source of learning. 



POLK 

Iowa St a t e Capitol Buildin g. E . 12th S t reet a n d Grand Avenue, Des 
Moines. Ar c h i t ecture, Gove rnme n t . Completed 188 4. Rena issance 
Revival arch i tec t u r e , featu r ing symmetrical wings dominated 
by a c entral dome . Designed by John A. Cochrane (architect 
of the I llinois State Ca pitol) and A.H. Piquena rd, who worked 
with Cochrane on t he I ll inois Capi t ol and designed t he third 
Madison Count y ( I owa ) Cour thou se . 

Old Southeast Water Tr ough. S. E . 11th a n d Scott St r eet, De s Mo i nes. 
Utilit ies. A s i x - foo t grani te structure compos e d o f a rec 
tangu lar shaft, a bowl abou t six feet across, and fou r small 
cups at the b ase , ere cted in 1906. It i s an arti f a c t from 
an e a rlier p e riod of pub lic ut i lities technology , bef ore 
indoor plumbin g and t h e exc lusive use of motoriz e d tra nspor
tation . A small pipe filled the circular trough, and ser ved 
as a d r inki n g f oun t ain fo r people. 

Nay lor Hou se , 9 44 Wes t Ninth Street , Des Mo ines, Architec ture . Owned 
and maintain ed by the s ame family for near l y one hundred 
yea r s , t he Naylor House has been virtually unal t e r ed s ince 
i t s c onstruction i n 1869 . Believed to h a ve been des igned by 
Iowa ar chi t e ct Wil l iam Fo s ter, student of Ri chard Upjohn, 
the Na y lor House has fea tures similar to his work and to 
t h a t of another comtemporary designer, W.W. Boy ing ton , a s 
wel l . It r emains one of the best- preserved e xamples of 
Vi c torian arch i t ec ture i n Des Moines , boastin g t h e on ly 
woven i r on fenc e l ef t in the c ity. 

Jordan Hou se , 2251 Ful l er Road, Wes t Des Moines. Polit ical , Soc ial/ 
Huma n i t arian . A white frame b u ilding built in the la t e 1850's, 
the two story house featu res Italian, Gothic , a nd Cl a ssica l 
Nb t ifs . It is no t able as the residence of a prominent early 
sett ler , James Cunnin gham Jordan, whose h ome welcomed wealthy 
a nd inf l uential figures such as Governor Samuel Kirkwood , 
s erved as a haven for fu gitive slaves, and at one time 
ha rb ored t he famed John Br own. 

Terra c e Hi ll. 2300 Gr a nd Av e , Des Moines . Ar c h itec t u r e . Built in 186 7-
1869, de s ign e d by Chicago archit e ct W.W. Boyington. A s u p e rb 
example of Second Empire a rchitec tur e , t hr ee stories hi gh 
wi t h a two-stage , mans a rd tower a bove t h e cen tral e n tran ce 
pavilion . Built for a Des Moines businessma n B. F . Allen , a nd 
sold t o F . M. Hubbell about 1870 . Now the Governor ' s Man sion . 

POLK (2) 

Ba nkers' Trust Buildin g . 605 Locust Street , Des Moines . Ar chitectu r e . 
Built 1911 . One of a number of speculativ e office bu i l din gs 
designed by Boston architectural firm of And r e ws , Jacque s and 
Ra ntoul around the turn of t he century . I t is a surviving 
example of a later development of the Roma nesqu e Reviva l s t yle 
as practiced by H. H. Richard son, for whom Rober t And r ews had 
worked . 

United Sta t es Post Office , Second a n d Wal nut Stree t s , De s Mo ines . 
Architecture. Bu ilt in 1908 , this build ing is a par t of a 
complex of federal b ui l dings con struc t ed on the banks of the 
Des Moines River. The building was wel l detaile d of e nduring 
materials, and while an eclectic compo s i tion of classical 
details and Roma nesq ue fenestra t ions, i t is a superbly composed 
a n d orderly stru c ture . I t remains the b est e x a mpl e of 
classicism in design in central Iowa a nd i s we l l p reserved . 

The Lexing t on . 1721 Pleasant Street, Des Moines. Archi t ec ture. Designed 
and erected (1908) by Des Haines architect Fr ed Weitz, who 
constructed several other buildings in the city , i n c luding 
Ci ty Hall, Hotel Fort Des Moines, and the Valley Ba nk . The 
Lexington was the first "high rise" a par t ment bui lding i n Des 
Moines , and features still a n open cage "boyless" e leva t or, 
which contains a number of interesting design f eatures . 

Flynn Farm, Hansion and BdrD, 2600-l l1th Street, Des Moines . Agr iculture, 
Architecture . Martin Flynn, who bought the 600 acres of land 
in 1867 and built the Mansion and the Barn, was an import ant 
farm and business leader during the 1870- 1906 period . The 
I t alian bracket t ed style of the brick farmhouse is a fine 
example of '·he architecture of the 1870's . The s ize of t h e 
operation is lndicated by the large wood barn, which p r ovided 
shelter, grain, hay storage a nd some equipment space for t he 
large number of horsf's used o n the farm. Cons idered in t otal 
the Flynn Farm 'open to the public) exemplifies the lar ge 
agricultu ral production unit of the post-Civil War period. 

Bu r n s Un ited Methodist Chu rch . 811 Crocker Stree t, Des Moine s. Afro - Ame ri
can History, Social/Humanitarian, Religion. One of the early 
black churches in Iowa, organized in 1866 and named fo r Francis 
Burnes, fLrst black missionary bishop in the Methodist Epis copa l 
Church. This church was created in r ecognition of the par ticula r 
probltm• .. ud needs of ~l~_k people, and to serve a s a focus 
for self-defin ition and mutual support in t h e black community 
of Des Moines. In the beginnin~. the congregation had n o per
manent place of worship, and was forced to reloca te s ix t imes 
b efore the presu1t.. cht;rch v:as acquired in 1930. The church t hu s 
symbolized the sLre' etr. C1l1l1 Cc1he~ i.on of.: its congrega tion over 
many years of uncertqirtv nr0 chang~. 
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Fort Des Moines P rov isional Officer Training School. Des Moines. The 
commission ed officers' training program established here in 
1917 was t h e "first recognition by the U.S. government of a 
respons i bili t y for training black officers and the establish
ment of a military tradi t ion among blacks". From this post in 
Oc t ober, 191 7, 639 black officers were commissioned to lead 
the 9 2nd Division, an all black unit, which earned numerous 
distin c t ions during service in France from September to November , 
19 18, including the award of 7 Distinguished Service Crosses 
a nd the French Croix De Guerre. During World War II, Fort Des 
Moine s was a training center for the Women's Auxiliary Army 
Corps. Pe r haps i t s most distinguished graduate was Bernice 
Gaines Hu ghes, who became the first black woman to reach the 
rank o f lieut e n a n t colonel in the American armed forces. NHL. 

Salisbury House . 4025 Tonawanda Drive, Des Moines. Architecture. Ben 
Boyd of Des Moines and William J. Rasmussen of New York, 
Ar c h i t ec t s . One of the very rare examples of Jacobethan 
a r chi tectu re on a country-house scale to be found in Iowa. 
It is also one of the very few instances of the use of 
flin t const r uction in the U.S. The house was conceived and 
e xe c ut ed as a pastiche of Kings' House, Cathedral Close, 
in Sa l isbury, En gland, and exhibits all the major building 
phases of the original in this copy. Salisbury House, built 
in 1923, was the home of Carl and Edith Van Slyke Weeks, built 
ac cording to their specific wishes and furnished and decora ted 
wi th a combination of salvaged materials, meticulous copies 
of certain featu res, and the collection of art and furnishings 
ga the r ed dur ing many years of world travel . 

Public Libra ry o f Des Moines. 100 Locust Street, Des Moines. Architecture . 
Built 18 99-1903, Frank Gutterson and Oliver 0. Smith, Architects . 
A well- executed expression of Beaux Arts architecture, typified 
by its three- stage elevation, rusticat ed ground floor, and use 
o f c l assical detail. Built as a permanent home for the city 's 
public library, which was founded in 1866. 

He rndon Hall. 2000 Grand Ave., Des Moines. Architecture, Transportation. 
Built 1881, T . A. Roberts, architect; Foster and Liebbe, super
v ising architects. An extremely fine example of Queen Anne 
a r chitecture. Its first owner, Jefferson Scott Polk, figured 
prominently in the late 19th-century development of Des Moines 
as an urban center, primarily through his pioneering work in 
urban t r ansportation systems, and also through his concept of 
city growt h which resulted in the "Greater Des Moines Movemen t" 
t o annex immediately adjoining suburbs. 
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Hoy t Sherman Place. 1501 Woodland Avenue , Des Moines. Architecture . 
Home of the Des Moines Women's Club since 1907 . A spanish
Renaissance-style complex of auditorium and art gallery, 
built around the home of Hoyt Sherman. The inter ior of the 
auditorium is reminiscent of movie palaces of the time (19 22), 
with its large, curved b alcony and lavi s h application of 
Adamesque detail in the plasterwork and grilles. Des Moines ' 
first public art gallery was opened here in 1907, in a wing 
erected on the west side of the Sherman house. 

Maish House . 1623 Center Street, Des Moines. Architecture. A frame, 
Italiana te dwelling, built 1882 . A typical example of 
upper-middle-class Vic torian housing, whose owner, George 
Ma ish , made a comfo r table living in the commercial oppor
tunities of late 19th-century Des Moines. High-quality 
craftsmanship is evident in many decor ative fea tures . 

Municipal Building. East 1st and Locust, Des Moines. Architecture , 
Government. Built 1909- 10, in the Beaux Arts classical 
tradition of many civic buildings of this era. It was also 
the ne~.;r home of the newly-established commission form of 
government in Des Moines, best known as the "Des Moine s 
Plan" of progressive-era urban political reform. Designed 
by a commission of four local architectural firms: Liebbe, 
Nourse & Rasmussen, Hallet and Rawson, Wetherell and Gage, 
and Proudfoo t and Bird. 

Rees Gabriel House. 1701 Pennsylvania, Des Moines . Architecture . 
Built 1896. This house is a very good exa~ple of Americ an 
Queen Anne residential architecture. Principal features 
include th·- round corner tower with bell-shaped roof, the 
long front veranda with its classical details, and the 
varie ty of exterior surface textures (narrow clapboards, 
scalloped and imbricated shingling). The house was built 
under Rees Gabriel's personal supervision, from archite cts ' 
plans which he modified to suit his own taste. Gabriel was 
born in Wales, and came to the US as a young man . He 
lived over 30 years in Des Moines, as a large dealer i n lum
ber and other building materials. 

Studio Building . 524 E. Grand, Des Moines. Architecture . Buil t 1878. 
This structure is an attractive example of late 19th cen tury 
commerci al architecture. now underguing extensive restora tion 
and rehabilitation after years of misuse. Significant fea tur es 
include the broad cornices, well-preserved ground-floor store
fronts, and the unusual cur~ed balconies in the interior . 
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George B. Peak Hous e . 1080 22nd St ., Des Moines. Architecture. Buil t 
1900. This house was identified through the Des Moines Sig
nificant Architecture Survey as a locally important example 
of Georgian Revival architecture, and historically notewor thy 
for its association with George B. Peak, a prominent figure 
in Des Moines insurance around the turn of the century. 

Ralph Rollins House. 2801 Fleur Drive, Des Moines. Architecture. 
This hous e exemplifies an architectural form popular during 
the 1920's, which borrowed literal ly and liberally from the 
domestic medieval architecture of England. The architects 
were Byron (Ben) Boyd and Herbert Moore, both of Des Moines. 
Boyd was also one of the architects of Salisbury House in 
Des Moines, which is a more elaborate and extreme example 
of this architectural style. The Rollins house is clearly 
an offspring of Salisbury House, in that many of the elements 
and influences found in the former are also found in the lat ter. 
The Rollins house, however, is not the self-conscious "re
creation" that Salisbury House is, but rather suggests an 
historic accumulation of influences. 

Iowa State Historical Building. E. 12th and Grand, Des Moines. Archi
tecture . Completed 1910. This building is a fine example 
of Beaux Arts classicism, a style overwhelmingly popular in 
the US (particularly for public buildings) following the Chi
cago Expo s ition of 1893 . Along with the Capitol building, 
the Historical Building is among the oldest structures in 
the Iowa state "capitol complex", overlooking the Des Moines 
and Raccoon Rivers. It was designed by local architect Oliver 
0. Smith, to whom are also attributed the Monroe County Cour t
house and several buildings on the Iowa State Fairgrounds. 

Des Moines Rapid Transit Co. Car Barn. 24 th and Ingersoll, Des Moines. 
Transportation. Built 1888. This building dates from the 
initial period of major expansion of Des Moines ' urban transit 
system-- the street railways. The DM Rapid Transit Co. was 
incorporated in 1887 by Jefferson Scott Polk, a prominent law
yer and entrepreneur, who, by 1893, had consolidated several 
Des Moines transit systems into one unified system, c ompletely 
electrified and c onverted uniformly to a standard gauge. Aside 
from the old Sevastopol Street Railway facilit y on 6th St. NE, 
this car barn is the only known structure that can be directly 
associated with the early history of public transportation 
in Des Moines. 
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Owl's Head Historic District. Between Grand and Forest Drive, and 
28th and 29th Streets, Des Moines . Arc h itecture. This 
district contains about 50 houses, most of them built between 
1905 and 1915 . Owl's Head was a "streetcar suburb", developed 
in response to the extension of street railway lines west
ward from the city center, in particular the I ngersoll Avenue 
line. Such suburbs were often characterized by homogeneity 
of incoiT.e and social class. The houses themselves, despite 
a certain variation in architectural influences, have much 
in common: most are 2-2~ stories, with prominent gables 
and dormers, and fe ature various combinations of exterior 
surface materials (clapboard and shingling, brick and stucco, 
clapboard and brick). 

Grand View College (Old Main) . 1200 Grandview Ave., Des Moines. Archi
tecture, Education. Built 1895-1904; addition 1929. Thi s 
building was the original home of Grand View College, whi ch 
opened in 1896 as a liberal arts college under the auspices 
of the Danish Evangelical Church of America. Stylistically, 
the building has many elements of the Danish Renaissance 
Revival, most notably the high, scrolled gables of the front 
facade. The use of this style was probably a conscious attempt 
to establis h a specific ethnic architec tural character, asso
ciated with design forms popularized by Denmark's King Christian 
during the early 17th century. 

Sherman Hill Historic Dis trict. Between Woodland and Cottage Grove, 
15th and 19th Streets, Des Moines. Architecture. The Sherman 
Hill area is one of Des Moines' oldest residential suburbs , 
and today contains the city's highest concentration of late 
19th and e a rly 20th century domestic architecture. The resources 
of Sherman Hill, with the exception of mid-20th century apart
ment complexes, date almost exclusively from the period 1880 
to 1920 ; they p resent many v a r iations on two basic forms: the 
single-family residence (usually frame) and the multi-family 
brick block. These variations, which range from late Victorian 
"mans ions" to simple, almost cottage-like forms, and f rom elab
orate apartment blocks to r ather plain double houses, reflect 
not only the changing economic circumsta nces of the district over 
time, but also certain changes i n life styles i n the area, as, 
after the turn of the century, apartment ho use living became 
an acceptable way to circumvent the growing costs of housing 
in an expanding city. 



POTTAWATTAMIE 

Grenville M. Dodge House . 605 South 3rd. Street, Council Bluffs. 
Tr ansportation, Engineering. Built 1869-70 for Grenville 
M. Dodge (1833-1916), an "active railroad promoter, builter, 
direc tor , financier .. . reputed to be the ablest railway 
lobbyist of all time". Dodge began his career as a surveyor 
fo r t he I llinois Central Railroad in 1851. From 1855-1861 
he supervised railroad construction in Iowa, joined a mercan
tile estab l ishment in Council Bluffs, and organized a bank 
the re. During the Civil War Dodge built roads, bridges and 
r a i l road lines for the Union Army. In 1866 he became chief 
engi neer of the Union Pacific Railroad, supervising the 
completion of the first transcontinental railroad. In the -
187 0 ' s, Dodge joined financier Jay Gould in the development 
of r a ilroads in the southwest, among them the Union Pacific, 
Texas and Gulf, and the Denver, Texas and Fort Worth lines. 
He wa s also very active politically in Republican circles. NHL . 

Ogd en House. 169 W. Broadway, Council Bluffs. Commerce. Archit ec ture. 
Built in 1869, designed by A.A. Cook. An excellent example 
of mid 19th-century commercial architecture. Its hist ory is 
closely tied to the development of transcontinental r ail 
trans portation; during the 1870's and 1880's, Council Bluffs 
was one of two layover points of the transcontinental trip, 
a nd the Ogden House a popular hotel for travellers. 

Au gus t Ber esheim House . 621 3rd Street, Council Bluffs. Architecture. 
Two- story frame house, built 1899. Associated with Augus t 
Bereshe i m, prominent local banker in the late 19th ea rly 
20th centuries . 

Pottawattamie County Jail. 226 Pearl Street, Counc il Bluffs. Architecture. 
Built i n 1885. A "rotary" or "squirrel-cage" jail. An example 
of " one of the most unusual penologica l tools fo r the incarcer
a tion of prisoners". Consists of an outer , stat i ona r y drum 
and an . inner, revolving cylinder, the latter divided i nto three 
levels, each segmented into 10, pie-shaped ce l ls . This design 
clearly intended to sacrifice human conrrort fo r the security 
and convenience of the jailer . 

Thomas Jeffer is House. 523 6th Ave., Council Bluf f s. Ar chitecture . 
The Jefferis house, built in 1869, is a f ine and h ighly cha rac
t er istic example of the bracketted Ita lia nate styl e of 19 th cen
t ury residential architecture. Of particular int e r es t is the 
siding, which is matched boards scored t o resemble masonry . 
Thomas Jefferis (1828-1895) made a nd l ost s eve r al fort une s dur
i n g his career, in speculative ventures which included saw mills, 
r eal estate, and a silver mine in Utah . 

POWESHIEK 

Merchant s ' National Bank . Four th Avenue and Broad Street, Grinnell . 
Architec t ure . This building was designed by Louis Sullivan 
and is one of t he best- preserv ed examples of his bank arhc i
t ecture. It exemp lifies Sullivan ' s principles of design, 
respect ofr materials, and concern for the use to which they 
are put , and e s pecially his skill in the application of 
ornamental de tail . NHL . 

Stewart Public Library. 926 Broad Street, Grinnell. Architecture, 
Education. A vernacular expression of Romanesque Revival , 
built 1901-2. Joel Stewart (1844-1918) had a varied career 
as farmer, banker, and state legislator. With these activ i t ies 
he combined philanthropy, most notably in the donation of funds 
for , and activ e par t icipation in the design and cons t ruc t ion 
of, the library which bears his name . 

Chi cago , Rock Island & Pacific Railroad: Grinnell Passenger Station . 
Park and State Streets, Grinnell. Transportation, Architectur e . 
Built 1892- 3 , at the junc tion of the Chicago and Rock Island, 
and Central Railroad of I owa, tracks. With its round corner 
tower, this is a atypical example of railroad archi t ecture . 
Its design incorporates the decor ative in harmony with the 
very practical: the 1~-story tower, s ituated at the junction 
of two tracks, gave the s t ation agen t a clear view in a ll 
direc t i ons. 

B.J. Ricker Hous e. 1510 Broad St ., Gr i nnell . Architecture. Completed 
in 1912 , this hous e i s a signifi cant early work of Prairie 
School architect Wa lter Burley Gr i ff in, and is one of I owa's 
most outst~-,.ii ng e xamples of the Prair ie Schoo l s tyle . The 
house marks Gri f f i n's em rgence as an ar chit ec t of independent 
matur i ty, and i s charac t eris ed by a massive, so l i d quality, 
extens i ve use of br ick (rather t han areas of plaster and wood 
membering cormnon in his ea rlier hous es), and l a r ge corner piers 
which are well- i n t egrated i n to the mass of the ho us e. 

Spaul ding Manufacturing Company . 4th and Spring Stree ts, Grinnell. In
dustry . These f ive brick industr i al buildings are the remains 
of a wagon and auto factory tha t achieved statewide prominence 
in the ear ly decades of t he 20th century. The f i rm was established 
in 1879 by H.W. Spauldi ng , as a b lacksmith shop and wagon repai r 
f a c ility. By 1910 the Spaulding Manufacturing Co . was producing 
thous ands of wagons and buggies , and had begun a small line 
of a utomobi l es . Hm-'ever , Spauldin g , l ike o the r small-scale au t o 
producers of the time, was Lnable to compete s uccessfully wi th 
the large- scale mass production methods of Detroit. The firm 
wen t bankrup t in 1929 . 



SCOTT 

Cody Homest ead, Princeton. Entertainment, Architecture. This 
site derives its significance for being the only standing 
res idence of Buffalo Bill Cody (during his boyhood years) 
that exists on its original site. The native stone building 
was erected in 1847 by Isaac Cody (William Cody's fa ther), 
who engaged in a contract with the owner of this large estate 
to manage the land and build a complete set of buildings. The 
stone house and its later frame addition now comprise a 
house museum . 

Alexander Brownlie House. 206 Pine Street, Long Grove. Architecture. 
L-shaped, two-story house. Built in three stages, using 
several materials and construction techniques. The original 
(1830) portion is of molded, clay and grass bricks, with 
lathe and clapboarding attached. The 1846 section is wood 
frame with brick nagging, the third (after 1893) of plain 
frame construct ion. 

Schick Apartments, 201-314 Gaines Street, Davenport. Architecture . This 
structure is believed to be one of the oldest, if not the 
oldest r emaining buildings in Davenport, having been built 
start i~g in 1852. It is certainly one of the earliest mul tiple 
dwelling units in the city and one of the few remaining 
structures built of local ly quarried stone. The Schick family 
became the second owner o f this complex in 1901, and to this 
day has run it as an apartment .building. 

Frick's Tavern, 1402-1404 West Third Street at Fillmore, Davenport. 

Antoine 

Architecture , Social. A two story, red brick building with 
Italianate Characteristics which was built sometime in the 
1870' s. Since that tirrie it has been a center 'Of activity 'for 
the west end Davenport Germans. 

LeClaire House, 630 Seventh Street. Davenport. Architecture, 
Social / Humanitarian. An 1855 mansion of the Italian bracketted 
style, the house is a two story white painted brick bui1~ing 
with a monitor. It is the sole surviving structure assoc1a ted 
with the man who was a prime founder of Davenport and its 
leading citizen for a quarter of a century and an active 
prominent pioneer in eastern Iowa. 

Trinity 

SCOTT ( 2) 

Episcopal Cathedral, 121 West Twelfth Street, Davenport . 
Architecture, Religion. Trinity Episcopal Cathedral is 
a gracious Gothic Revival structure of native rock-faced 
r andom limes tone. Bui l t in 1873, it is significant i n part 
as the work of a noted architect who trained under Richard 
M. Upjohn , Edward Tuckerman Potter . Although the interior 
of the church may have been redecora ted i n parts , no major 
or distracting alterations have disturbed the integrity of 
the buildin g as a whole. 

Collins House. 123 4 E. 29th Street, Davenport. Architecture. Mid-19th 
century. A white frame clapboard house, with hipped roof and 
latticed balustrade at roof top. Features garland-lace verge
boarding . Associated with Miles Collins, a local cattle feede r. 

Beiderbecke House. 1934 Grand Avenue, Davenport. Music. Home of " Bix" 
Beiderbecke, from his birth in 1903 until 1921, when he began 
his brief but outstanding career as a cornettist and jazz 
composer. It is believed that Beiderbecke composed "Davenport 
Blues" here, during a visit with his parents December 1924-
January 1925 . Other Beiderbecke composi tions include "In a 
M. t" "Fl h " d "C dl 1' h " . . lS , as es , an an e 1g ts . Although h1s mus1cal 
career ended with his death in 1931, Beiderbecke exerted a 
pro found influence upon the jazz medium which is still fel t 
and expressed today . 

Ou t ing Club. 2109 Brady Street, Davenport. Archi tecture. Designed by 
Park Burrows. An excellent regional example of turn-of-the
centu ry Colonial Revival which freely combines elements of 
Renaissance-derived Georgian classicism and the Ronan-inspired 
Adamesque. '"''"' Outing Club was originally planned and opened 
as a games and s ports center for Davenport's young people , 
by Unitarian minister Arthur Markley J udy. It was shortly 
transformed by the city's social elite from a fairly simple 
recrea tio, al facility into an exclusive club financed by 
sale of stock to 300 selected families . The original club
house, formerly a house owned by J.D. Brewster, burned in 
1903; the present structure wa3 erected in 1905. 

Dist rict #4 (Gilruth) School. 53rd and Marquette Streets, Davenport. 
Education. Built 1871. James Gilruth organized a school on 
his land in 1861, for his own chilrlren and grandchildren as 
well as +or those oF neighbors. l'h1s "subscrip ti on" schoo l 
was a very common type in Iowa, particularly in the years 
before education became a matter of public funding . Such 
schools were built and supported L·y local parents, who 
hired the teacher and participated artively in the schools ' 
organization and curriculum. ~v~ntually, this school was 
absorbed into Davenport's pu') h < scb)Ql svstem, and for many 
years as "Listric t ; :;' 



SCOTT (3) 

E.S. Barrows House. 224 E. 6th Street, Davenport. Architecture. A 
Classical Revival dwelling of stuccoed limestone, built about 
1850. A majo~ feature is the pedimented portico, with fluted, 
Doric columnB. Barrows, a physician and native of Virginia , 
came to the city in 1836, after service with the U.S. Army in 
Florida. He he lped found the Scott County Medical Society 
in 1856. Among his Davenport patients was fur trader and 
Indian agent, Antoine LeClaire. 

Ambrose Hall. St. Ambrose College, 518 W. Locust St., Davenport. Archi
tecture, Education . Built in 5 phases from 1885 to 1912. An 
excellent adaptation of Second Empire architecture to an 
academic building. The first three phases (1885, 1893, 1901) 
were designed by Davenport architect Victor Huot. St. Ambrose 
College was founded in 1882 by the Rt. Rev. John McMullen, 
first bishop of Davenport, as a "Catholic school for advanced 
studies", including the humanities, science, and business, 
as well as theological traini n g for future priests. The 
College still follows that tradition today. 

Siemer House. 632 West 3rd Street, Davenport. Architecture. Although 
suggestive in its symmetry and window treatment of the Fed
eral style, this 1860's house is essentially a product of 
local craftsmanship and an example of Iowa's vernacular 
architecture. J.C .F. Siemer was a brickmason who carne to 
Davenport from Schlewig-Holstein in the 1850's, along with 
many of his countrymen. 

Stone School. NE~ of NW~ of NE~, Sec. 32, T79N RSW, LeClaire vicinity. 
Education, Architecture. A one-room rural schoolhouse built 
in 1866 of local limestone. It is noteworthy for detail such 
as quoining, decorative belltower, and good proportions. The 
school originally served the families of Horatio and Henry 
Stone, early settlers in the LeClaire area. Later, it was in
corporated into the local public educational system as 
Independent School District #1, by which name it was known 
until it closed i n the 1940's. 

Max Petersen House . Marycrest College campus, Davenport. Architecture . 
Built 1888. This house is a superb example of a monumental 
residence in the Queen Anne style. Built of brick, and dis 
playing rather restrained detail, it is a more somber and 
dignified example of its style, in contrast to the fanciful 
character of many Queen Anne houses of frame construction. 
The house was designed by Davenport architect F.G. Clausen, 
for Max Petersen. The latter was a son of J.H.C. Petersen, 
founder of the firm now known as Petersen-Harned-Von Maur. 

SHELBY 

Shelby County Courthouse. 7th and Court Streets, Harlan . Archi
tecture. This courthouse, built in 1892, is a n example 
of Richardsonian Romanesque architecture, des igned by 
C. E. Bell . Typical of the style is the ponderous mass 
of the building, emphas ized by the use of roughly-dressed 
stone; the use of the round arch f or window and door 
openings ; and the s mall round turre ts on the corners 
of the roof dormers. Missing from the bui lding is the 
origi nal central tower, removed in 1899 due to s tructural 
problems. 

St. Paul 's Episcopal Church. 712 Farnham St ., Harlan. Architec
ture . Completed in 1900, this church is an example of 
the work of the Des Moines architectural firm of W.R. 
Proudfoot and G. W. Bird. In style, it i s a late expre s
sion of the Shingle style used for a religions building, 
with detail from the English medieval. Of particular 
interest is the division of the exterior ito ho r izontal 
zenes of various materials (brick, clapboard, shingling), 
and the r ather "weighty" tower, which contrasts with 
the overall light, delicate character of the building . 



SIOUX 

Zwemer Hall. 101 Seventh Street, Northwest, Orange City . Architecture, 
Education. This Romanesque Revival building was constructed 
in 1.894 as a permanent home for North-vre stern Classical Academy. 
It is named for James F. Zwemer, administrator of the academy 
(1890-98) and active leader in the Dutch Reformed Church in 
America. 

Sioux County Courthouse. South Central Ave. and Second Street, SW, Orange 
City . Architecture, Government. Built 1904, designed by Sioux 
City architect Wilfred Beach. One of the finest examples of 
Richardsonian Romanesque in the state. Typical of the style, 
and well-expressed here, are the wide, heavy arches; rusticated, 
varicolored stonework; and bold, Romanesque detail. 

STORY 

Knapp-Wilson House. Iowa State University Campus, Ames. The "Farm 
House" was built 1860-61 as one of the first in a complex of 
farm buildings for the newly-estab l ished Iowa Agricultural 
College (now Iowa State University). It was the home of 
college farm superintendents, and, later, successive Deans of 
Agriculture. I t s two most prominent occupants (and for whom 
it is named) were Seaman A. Knapp and James "Tama Jim" 
Wilson. Knapp, in 1870 appointed professor of agriculture and 
manager of the farm, was a leader in agricultural education, 
and a major proponent of legislation giving federal support 
to agricultural experiment station . Perhaps his most notable 
achievement was his "colonization" project, which brought 
northern farmers i nto southern states as l iving demonstrations 
of proper agricultural t echniques . J ames Wilson was a professor 
of agriculture here from 1891 to 1897, when he was appointed 
Secretary of Agriculture by President William McKinley, and 
served 16 years in that capacity under McKinley, and his 
successors Theodore Roosevelt and William Howard Taft. NHL . 

Alumni Hall . Iowa State University campus, Ames. Architec ture . Built 
1907. Alumni Hall is an excellent example of the Georgian 
Revival style popular a t the turn of the century . This style 
was particularly favored for "club architecture" in the US 
(another example is t he Outing Club, Davenport) . Significant 
featur es of Alumni Hall include the three giant porticoes, 
pedimented dormers, and Palladian windows above the porticoes. 
The Hall was designed by Proudfoot and Bird, Des Moines, who 
des igned a number of buildings for Iowa 's universi t y campuses 
around the turn of the century. 

Edwards-Swayze House. 1110 9th Street, Nevada. Architectur e . This 
hous e i s a h~ll-kep t example of vernacular residential archi
t ecture , in which the Queen Anne style predominates . It fea
tures an irregular r oofscape , enlivened with dormers , bays, 
and an octagonal turret . Noteworthy in the interior are the 
raised, embossed parye r ceilings and wainscoting, element s 
popular in their day but seldom found now. The house was 
built in 1878 for Clayton F. Edwards, a local dry goods 
merchant. It was purchased by W.F. Swayze, a local banker, 
in 1890; it is believed that Swayze .was responsible fo r 
extensive in t erior redecoration, including the paper ceilings 
and parquet flooring. 



STORY ( 2 ) 

Soper's Mill Bridge. SW~ of SW~ Sec. 6, T84NR2 3W. En gin eerin g . 
This structure is a 90', single-span, rive t ed p on y b ow
string iron truss bridge, built in 1876 a t a po i nt where 
an early Nevada to Fort Dodge tra il c ros s e d the Skunk Riv er. 
It is an example of design by Zenus King and Pe t er M. 
Frees, whose pro f itable and prolifi c King I ron Bridge 
and Manufactur i ng Co. was establishe d i n Cl eve l a nd 
i n 1871. The bridge's name derives f rom a long- gon e 
saw- and gristmilling operation run by T . K. Soper 
downstream from the bridge in the mid 19th c e ntury . 

TAMA 

Brooks and Moore Bank Bu i l din g . 423 Second Street, Traer. Archi t ec ture. 
A t wo- story, fiv e-sided commercial struc t ure built in 1873, 
with ma ny Italianate features. Brick a n d cornice work are 
outstanding , and the keys toned, decorative metal window h oods 
add further di s tinction. 

Star-Clipper-Canf i eld Bui l d ing a nd Windin g Stairway . 534 Second Stree t , 
Traer . En g ineer ing. Thi s unusual cast- iron stairway was 
built i n 1894. I t s design is constrained by the narrow p r o
portions o f the building to which it is attached, and shows 
a n imagin a t i v e u se of an extremely limited space . 

Lincoln Highway Bridge. E . 5th Street, Tama . Tran spo r tat ion. The 
Linco ln Highway , fi r st proposed in 1912, was a nationwide 
pub l ici t y effort on the part of auto manu fac t urers and 
related i ndustries t o promote systematic high- quality road 
development in the US. The slab bridge at Tama was built 
i n 1915 by the Iowa Highway Commission, but the decorativ e 
railing (which spells "Lincoln Highway" in large concrete 
letters) was paid for by the city of Tama as a local promo
tional project , both for the Highway and for Tama's location 
on it. The Lincoln Highway Forum featured the bridge in 
a 1919 a rticle as "a good example of up-to-date highway 
advert ising" . 



TAYLOR 

Bedford House. 306 Main Street, Bedford. Commerce. Built in three 
sections, 1857, 1877, 1910. The Bedford House represents, 
in an unusually fine state of preservation, the typical 
midwestern small-town hotel, its interior appointments 
dating primarily from the early years of the 20th century. 
Hotels such as these were from their beginnings a focal 
point in their towns, not only for travellers seeking 
rest and food, but for the townspeople themselves,who 
found in the endless stream of strangers a source of 
entertainment and variety. The building has been known 
as Hotel Garland since about 1910. 

UNION 

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad: Cr eston Station . 200 West Adams 
Street, Creston. Transporta tion, Architecture. This was the 
largest, best c onstructed depot in Iowa on the Chicago, 
Burlington and Quincy at the turn of the century. Built in 
1899, it served as the division headquarters f or all railway 
business in southwestern Iowa. Th e depot was the most majestic 
structure to be erected in Creston up to that time o r since . 

(Former) U.S. Post Office. Maple and Mills Streets, Creston. Archi
tecture. Built 1901. This post office is archi t ecturally 
significant as an unusual mixture of the Beaux Arts classical 
and Georgia n/Federal Revival styles . The Beaux Arts influence 
is see n in the cornice , portico, and door and window enframe
ments o f the central portion; while the Georgian/ Federal 
Revival is seen in the overall mass of the building, the 
hipped roof, and the division of the main elevation . The 
building was designed in the U.S. Treasury Department, under 
the supervision of James Knox Taylor. 



VAN BUREN 

Bentonsport District. Vicinity of Keosauqua. Settlement, Commerce. 
A community established in the 1840' s which owed its vigor 
to river freight transportation. It flourished until the 
importance of the river boats declined. 

Hotel Manning, River Street and Van Buren, Keosauqua. Architec ture, 
Commerce. A privately owned hotel and restaurant since 1893, 
it was previously operated as a general store and bank. 
Edward Manning, the founder of what was to become the town of 
Keosauqua, constructed the building in 1854. Its "Ste~mboat 
Gothic" style is an outstanding example of 19th century 
architecture patterned after architectural designs familiar 
in the South. 

Van Buren County Courthouse. 904 4th Street, Keosauqua . Architecture . 
Built 1840-43, this is one of Iowa's oldest courthouses. Like 
other antebellum courthouses in the state, such as those in 
Lee and Allamakee Counties, it was built in the Greek Revival 
style, a form both imposing and suited, when necessary, to 
the unsophisticated construction method s often found in 
recently-settled areas. 

Des Moines River Locks #5 a nd #7. City Park, Bonaparte; SE~ of SW\ of 
NE~ of Sec. 36, T69N R10W, Keosauqua . Transportation. These 
lock remnant s are the only known structures remaining from 
the Des Moines River Improvement Project, established in 
1846 to make the Des Moines River navigable from its mouth 
to Des Moines via a series of 28 locks and dams. Although 
only three locks were completed (the other, no longer 
extant, was at Bentonsport), they did allow steam navigation 
on the Des Moines as far as Keosauqua. The projec t was 
ended in 1858 a nd the locks abandoned, due to mismanagement 
and the growing competition from the Keokuk and Des Moines 
River Railroad. 

Lewis Burg Wagon Works Building. 131 S . Second St., Farmington. In
dustry, Architecture. Built 1867-68. This two-story buildin g , 
constructed of local limestone, i s significant as an example 
of local i ndustry and industrial archi tec ture in mid 19th centyr y 
Iowa. Lewis Burg was a native of Bavaria who came first to 
Burlington in 1853 to work in his brother's carriage factory 
there . Burg moved to Farmington in 1865, and by 1870 was opera
ting the largest of three carriage and wagon factories in 
the community . By 1880 he was doing $33,000 worth of business 
annually, and employed 18 h ands . Burg sold out in 1892, and 
reportedly moved to Dallas City, Illinois, to start an auto 
factory . 

VAN BUREN (2) 

Pearson House. Dodge St., Ke osauqua. Architecture . Built about 
1845, this house i s an example of very high qualify ver
nac ular building, using both brick and native limestone. 
Fra nklin Pearson ( 1815-1883) was a mast e r mason, who came 
to Iowa from Maryla nd in 1835. Among other b u ildings con
structed by Pears on are Old Main, Weslyan College, and the 
first unit of the s t ate asylum, both at Mt. Pleasant . 

Aunty Green Hotel. 602 Wash i ngton St . , Bonaparte. Commerce. This 
small brick building , e recte d i n 1844 , is one of Bonaparte's 
oldest structures, and is believed to have been the first 
brick building in the community . Built by John Gr een, it 
was operated as a hotel for ma ny years b y his wife, Mar y. 
Later it served a variety of commercial activities . 



WAPELLO 

American Gothic House, Corner of Barton and Hearn (Gothic) Streets, 
Eldon. Architecture, Art. Built in 1881, this house is 
in essentially unchanged condition. Its main feature remains 
the Gothic-inspired, pointed-arch window, made famous in 
Grant Wood's painting, Arrterican Gothic (1930). 

Mars Hill, T71N R13W, SW\ of SE\, Sec.33, Ottumwa vicinity. Architecture, 
Religion. Built in 1857 by a Baptist community, the Mars 
Hill Log Church is thought to be one of the oldest and 
largest log churches still in occupancy in the country. Now 
considered interdenominational, the church is open to visitors 
and is available for weddings and funerals. 

Ottumwa Municipal Building . Court and 4th Streets, Ottumwa. Architecture. 
Three-story government building of tooled limestone, Italian 
Renaissance Revival style, completed 1912. Designed as a Post 
Office by the a r chitectural staff of the U.S. Treasury Depart
ment, under the supervision of James Knox Taylor. 

Chief Wapello's Memorial Park. T72N R12W, W~ of SW\, Sec.31, Agency 
vicinity. 1/8 acre of rural land, containing the gravesites 
of General Joseph M. Street ( trader and Indian agent) and 
his f amily, and of Wapello, a leader of the Sauk nation 
(d. 1842). This park was also the location of Street's 
agency and the site of the signing of the 1842 Sauk and 
Mesquakie (Fox) treaty, which completed the Indian cession 
of all their Iowa lands to the United States. 

WARREN 

United Presbyterian Church . T77N R24W, NE\ of SE\, Sec.13, Carlisle 
vicinity. Architecture. Built 1885, now known as the Sco t ch 
Ridge United Presbyterian Church. It has a cruciform plan, 
and elements of the Gothic Revival in its details . The 
congregation was organized in 1853 by immigrants from Scotland . 
The church was built with wood and on a very small scale, but 
in design it reflects the type of religious structures 
familiar to the congregation in its original homeland. 



WASHINGTON 

Alexander Young Cabin, West Madison Street between G. and H. Avenues, 
Washington. Architecture. The two story log cabin provides 
a good example of an early pioneer's home. Constructed in 1840 
by Alexander Young, the log house has been maintained as a 
residence-museum since 1912 by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

City Hall, East Washington Street and South Second Avenue, Washington . 
Architecture, Government. This Second Empire Style building , 
known as t1e Blair House, was designed and built in 1881 by 
Iowa architect William Foster. Occupied by the Blair Family 
from 1882 to 1898, it has subsequently functioned primarily 
as a community social and civic building. With its use as a 
City Hall since 1926, no other building can be considered to 
have been so tied to the social and commercial life of the 
community. 

Colonel C.J. Wilson House (Conger House), 903 East Washington Street, 
Washington. Architecture, Education. The hou se was built in 
three stages, starting in 1848, and features twenty-three 
rooms and seven fire places. Owned and lived in by prominent 
families, this house became the location of many local social 
activities during the 1890's. 

Kurtz House. 305 South Avenue C. Washington. Architecture. A good 
local example of vernacular Italianate architecture, 
distinguished by its fine proportions and restrained 
detail. It was begun in 1867 by V.W. Andrus, and completed 
by M. Barratt. J . J. Kurtz lived here from 1919 until 1943. 

Gracehill Moravian Church and Cemetery. T75N R8W, NW~ of NW~, Sec.31, 
County Road 314, Washington vicinity. Settlement. During 
the mid-19th century, at least seven Moravian settlements 
were established in Iowa by the Provincial Board of the 
Moravian Church. Gracehill, which was begun in 1854 and 
officially organized in 1866, was the only one of these 
settlements which survived into the 20th century, the 
others having closed by 1908. Gracehill's small, frame 
church was erected in 1867; that year, too, the nearby 
cemetery was laid out i n a plan traditional to the 
Horavian faith . 

WASHINGTON (2) 

Washington County Hospital. S . 4th Avenue and Clara Barton , Washington . 
Social /Humanitarian . This hospital was the first rural county 
hospital in Iowa, and may have been the first such facili ty 
in the U.S. It was erected in 1912, under sta te legislation 
enacted in 1909 providing for the construction and maintanance 
of rural hospital facili ties with county tax money. Washington 
County Hospital thus represents the beginning of a trend in 
social welfare , which sought to extend to rural areas the 
access to quality heal t h care her e tofore avai lable primarily 
in urban communities. 

Joseph Keck House. 504 W. Washingt on, Washi ngton. Architecture. 
Built c. 1860. This hous e is an unusual, and well-preserved, 
example of French Mansard residential architecture. It has 
an unusual T-shaped plan, and features a variety of decorative 
elements which include the Gothic Revival, Greek Revival, and 
Italianate. Joseph Keck came to Washington in 1842 as a 
journeyman carpenter and cabinetmaker. By 1859 he was in
volved in local banking concerns and real estate speculation, 
earning him the r eputation as a " great financier" in the 
community . 



WAYNE 

Pleasant Hill Schoolhouse. T67N R23W, SW~ of SW~, Sec.3, Lineville 
v i cini t y . Education. Built in 1881, this small frame 
bui l ding i s an example 'of the single-room schoolhouse 
which t ypif i ed 19th- cen t ury educational modes in rural 
I owa . 

WEBSTER 

Cor pus Christi Church. 416 N. 8th Street, Fort Dodge. Architecture . 
Built 1882, designed by Dubuque (Ia.) architect Fridolin 
Heer, Sr . , in a vernacular High Victorian Romanesque style . 
A notable physical landmark in the city. 

Vincent House, 824 Third Avenue South, Fort Dodge . Architecture , 
Industry. Constructed from a "soft" red brick made in one 
of the local brick yards, this Second Empire structure's 
distinguishing features are its mansard roo f and wrap
around porch. It was originally the residence of Mr. Webb 
Vincent , a leading citizen and early promoter of the 
gypsum industry in Fort Dodge. 

Oak Hill District. Bounded by 8th and 12th Streets, and 2nd and 3rd 
Avenues, Fort Dodge. Architecture. The district illustrates 
a variety of building styles, from the Italianate and Second 
Empire to Wright's Prairie School. The development of Oak 
Hill in three major phases (befor e 188~ 1880-1885, 1890-1905) 
reflected significant changes in the city ' s growth, and the 
prosperity generated by each. During each of the three periods , 
bankers, businessmen and industrialis ts erected houses here; 
their biographies together suggest major themes of the city's 
economic history. 

Lorenzo S. Coffin Burial Plot. T89N R29W, SE~ of NW~, Sec.14, Fort 
Dodge vicini ty. Transportatio~. Agriculture. Although 
cemeter ies are not normally elegible for listing i n the 
National Register, this burial plot is the only known 
site in Iowa which can be associated with Lorenzo Coffin 
(182 3-1915). Coffin, who came to Iowa in 1854, was a pro
gressive 1 i .. '·' tock raiser who introduced some of the fir st 
blooded sheep, hogs, and cattle into the state, and among 
othe r activities was a presitent of the Iowa Stock Breeders ' 
Association. He was also a humanitarian whose reforms in
cluded railroad employee safety, a railroadmen's temperance 
union and YMCA . A s trong prohibitionist , Coffin was that 
party's candidate for Iowa governor in 1906. 



WINNEBAGO 

Charles J. Thomp son Hous e . 336 N. Clark, Fores t City. Archit ec ture . 
Built 1900. The Thompson h ouse is an excel len t example 
of Georgian/Fe de r a l Revival a r chi t ec ture , exhibi t i ng 
mos t of the prominent cha r ac t eris t ics of the style: r ec
tangular plan, h ipped roof wi th deck, symme t rica l ma in 
facad e ~ and, as the centra l fea ture , t he g i ant portico 
with i t s f luted Co r inthian columns a nd pi l asters. The 
house wa s designed by the Ch icago firm of Beauley and 
Peabody. Char l es J. Thomp son, for whom the house was 
built, 'Was a locally prominent banker i n For es t City 
at the turn of the century . 

WINNESHIEK 

Pa i nte r-Bernatz Mi ll, 200 North Mill St ree t , Decorah. I ndus try , 
Architec ture. The two story bui lding was const r uc t ed of 
native limestone i n 185 1 . Wate r power r an the mill unti l 
1947 wh en it was converted to a d i e s e l power oper a t ion. 
In recent year s, the bui l ding ' s exterior ha s been r e s t ored 
to the period 1900-1 914 and i t is f unc t i oning as a pr i vat e ly 
owned mu s eum. It i s a good examp l e of nine t eenth cen t ury 
pionee r i ndustry. 

Ellsworth-Porte r House . 401 We st Br oadway, Decorah . Archi tecture . 
This house, bui l t i n 186 7 , is a n exce llent example of 
the I t a lian Villa s t yle of a r chi t ec ture . 

Norris Miller House . Nor wegian- Amer i can Museum, 520 W. Wa ter St . , 
De corah. Archit ecture . Bu i lt 1856 . One of th r e e known 
dwell ings of this type i n t he U. S . Cons tructed of oak 
s pl it in the manner of stov ewood , and la i d up wi th an 
ash-and- lime morta r . 

Broa dway- Phelps Park His t or i c District . De corah . Architecture . This 
distric t i s largely residen t ial , but i ncludes re l igious 
structur es , a courthouse and jail , and a c i t y pa r k . It pre
s ent s virtual ly int act examples of near ly all major arch i 
tec t ura l movemen ts fo und i n the midwest between t he 1850' s 
and 1910 , includi ng t he Oc t a gon Mo de, I talianate Gothic 
" cot t age", Greek Revival, and Quee'1 Anne . 

Elizabe t h and Henry Harcourt Horn House . T99N R8W, SW.!t;, Se c.3 2, 
Decorah vicinity. A~chi tecture. Combines I tal iana t e 
and qua s i-(· ~'·gian features i n an attractive , 2-story 
b r ick country house . Built in 1869 f or Henry and El i zabe th 
Horn member s of an English co l ony which existed fo r abou t ' . 20 years ( 1860 's-80's) i n and a round Decorah . The Engl1sh 
attempt to r e create and maintain the life of the gentleman 
farme r i n I owa was unsucc essful: many members went bankr up t 
(includ ing Horn) , t urned to bus i ness or manufac turin g pur
sui t s, or r e turned t o England . 

Fr ankville School. State Street , Frankville . Arch i tecture . Bui l t 
187 2. This school is a wel l-preser ved examp l e of mid-19t h 
centur y vernacular stonemasonry, s imple in fo r m and a spect , 
but wi th austerit) rel1eved by t~2 ke}stone r ound a rches 
i n t he front facade . St one schoolhouses were relatively 
rare in 19th century Iowa : t he vas t majority of t he thous a nds 
e r ected wer e of fr ame const·uction. Thi s b uilding s erved 
t he FrankvilJ e community JILil 1962 . 



WINNESHIEK (2) 

Locust School . Jet . County Roads A38 and A26, Pleasant Twp . , near 
Decorah. Architecture. This is a simple, one-room school
house, built in 1854 of locally-quarried limestone. Among 
the oldest school buildings in the county, this little 
building is typical of small-scale school and church architec t ure 
during the early set t lement periods of Iowa history. 

Decoran Ice Cave . Ice Cave Road, Decorah. Science. This natural 
feature was the subject of study by Alois Kovarik, a 
native of Spillville and in late r years a prof essor o f 
physics at Yale . Kovarik's observations on the formation 
of ice within the cave, which began in the spring of e ach 
year and was melted by September, l ed to his publishing, 
in 1898, an explanation of ice formation in caves which 
is still accepted theory. Recognition of the cave thus 
recognizes Kovarik ' s early contribution in the area of 
physics. 

WOODBURY 

Sergea nt Floyd Monument . Glenn Avenue and Lewis Road, Sioux City. 
Explora tion . A monumen t of a bluff above the Missouri 
River marks the site where Sergeant Charles Floyd, only 
casualty of the Lewis and Clark Expedition , was buried 
August 21, 1804 . NHL. 

Woodbury County Courthouse, Seventh and Douglas, Sioux City. Ar chi
t ecture, Gov ernmen t. This monumental and highly orna t e 
courthouse was built i mmedia tely before the First World 
War. Designed by the internationally respected firm of 
Purce l l and Elmslie, i t is a sp l endid example of Prairie 
School architecture, a crescendo in the rise of early 
modern architecture in Amer i ca. Roman brick with con
centra tions of terra cotta ornament compr i se the prominent 
interior and exterior features. 

Si oux City Central High School, 1212 Nebra ska Street, Sioux City. 
Archi tec ture, Education. Known as " The Castle", t he ci t y ' s 
oldest hi gh school was buil t i n 1892 in response to the 
late ninete en t h cen tury popu l a t i on boom that many vJestern 
Iowa towns experienced . Reflec ting the civ ic pride a s sociated 
wit h t his period of burg eoning growth, t he rough- he'.vn 
brownish-pink Lake Supe rior sandstone c r eates an ex t er i or 
o f strong and heavy Romanesgue design. 

John Peirce Ho use. 290 1 Jackson St., Sinux City . Archi t ec ture. 
Completed about 1894 . This house, construc t ed of rock-faced 
granite , is an interes t ing exareplc of Richards onian Roman
esque r esidenti a l architecture, exhibi ting the r ound arch, 
msaonry ons t ruction, and sense of weight and mass character
i sti c of t·,' style . Noteworthy features include a l a rge po l y
gonal bay ... n;...:. a turreted \vall dormer . John Peirce came t o 
Sioux Ci t y i n 1869 and made a fortune in re:.1l estate specu
l at ion and ra iL road ~r'.estments. He wen t banl<rup t in the 
Pa nic of 1893, sold the house in a raffle ln 1900 , and moved 
t o Seattle. 

Midla nd Packing Co. (Swift & Co. ) . 2001 Leech St ., Sioux City. Indus t ry. 
Thi s reeat p eking plant was built in 1919 a s one of four spec
ulati~e (and l arge l y fraud ulent) ventu r es which occurred i n 
Iowa during t he years 1917-1915, occasioned by the h uge rise 
in t he packing business in \.\TWI. The Midland plant op ened 
in JanDa_y, 1920, 1nd ~ag ~ o0•d hy May of that year. In 
1924 it was acquir~J by S~ift ar~ Co . , whose presence in 
Sioux City ensured that city ' s national preeminence as a 
meat packing center. 



Chicago, 

WORTH 

Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad De pot. Gra fton. 
Transportation/Settlement. Two-story Frame, with native
timber clapboards and shingles, built 1870. Symbolic of 
the origin of the town, which was surveyed and platted by 
the railroad in 1878, and its growth, which was almost 
wholly dependent upon the railroad which had created it. 

Eagl e 

WRIGHT 

Grov e Carn egie Librar y. 401 W. Br oadway, Eable Gr ove . Architecture . 
Th is 1903 libra ry is an excellent example of "Carn egie 
classic" lib rar y arch i t ecture , designe d by the De s Mo ines 
f i rm of Smi th and Gage . Li ke many s mall-town Car negies , 
t h is bu i lding is an architectura l landmark in the c ommunity. 
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