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B eautiful Land . So it was known to the Indians who 
roamed our streams and prairi es. So it appeared to earl y ex
plorers who first brought Iowa w ithin th e white man's 
world. And so it became for those who found in Iowa a 
ful fi llment o f the hopes that had drawn them here from 
homelands farther eas t or from ac ross the sea. 

T oday Iowa is still the Beautiful Land - for it s own 
peopl e and for its visitors. many o f whom return again and 
aga in . It is a land o f fresh. c lean air and unpolluted streams. 
A place where fri endli ness is a way o f li fe. A pl ace to grow. 

Iowa i s not onl y a beaut iful land . It al so is a happy and 
abundant land. where vibrant. industri ous people work side 
by side in fi elds and fac tories. The fertilit y o f Iowa ·s soi l is 
legendary. A nd dotting the countrys ide are prosperous cities 
and towns. al ive wi th busy fac tori es. 

From pre-ki nderga rten th rough graduate sc hool and re
search ce nters. Iowa and Iowans are al ready fac ing into the 
Twe nt y- fi rst Century. Drama. music and all other fi ne art s 
are part of our way o f life. Hunting. fi shing. boati ng. hiking 
are never more than minutes away. 

It has been said . " In all that is good . Iowa prov ides th e 
bes t. .. W e welcome you to make thi s di scove ry for yourse l f. 

Cordiall y. 
Governor of Iowa 
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seven percent of the nation ' s food su ppl y. made Iowa 
the first s tate in the U. S. to ach ieve a billion bushel 
corn prod uction. 

On 34 million ac res (13.8 million hectares) of 
farmland. Iowa farms produced 2. 6 million head of 
grai n- fed cattle and led the nation with over 15 million 
head of hogs in 1975. Both corn a nd soybean yields in 
1975 ranked 2nd nationally , with over one billion 
bushel s (27 million metric tons ) of corn. a nd 237 million 
bushel s (6.4 million metric tons) of soybeans. 

Many Iowa products are not o ften assoc ia ted with 
the Hawkeye State. Popcorn production is 3rd national
ly . The speciali zed prod uction of turkeys. eggs and 
sheep contribute greatly to the agric ultura l economy. 
Dairying is widespread in Northeas t Iowa a nd cheese 
productio n is 4th in the nation. 

The s tate economy depends on agriculture. An 
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$6.9 billion. That ' s what the Iowa cash receipts 
totaled in the sales of her- 1975 agricul tural products. 

Agriculture today isn't just a lifestyle , but a busi
ness . For the modern farmer to surv ive, profit and loss 
cons iderat ions a re carefully made . Variables in the 
economy, market s tructure a nd in the weather all are 
factors in the success of a farm year. 

So the Iowa farmer has adopted new ways of in
creasing productivity . With innovations in methods and 
mechani zation , t·he farmer ' s output in the las t 50 years 
has increased th'ree times fas ter than non-fa rm in
dustries : While machines ended much of the ph ys ical 
labo r of farming. they also brought increased costs . 
Iowa farmers today have $42 billion invested- in land. 
buildings, machinery , crops a nd livestock. 

Our natural resources and c limate favor high pro
duction. Rainfall , summer heat and r ich soil. yielding 



estimated eight of every ten Iowa workers depend 
directly or indirectly on agriculture for their jobs: on 
farms, in machinery manufacturing , in chemical and 
fertilizer companies , in seed and livestoc k businesses or 
processing centers. 

Despite high production figures , Iowa farms remain 
basically family operations. Only one-sixth of Iowa' s 
213,000 farm workers were hired in 1975 , with the re
maining labor supplied by family members. An occupa
tion demanding a seven-day work week. rural youth 
learn early about responsibilities and farming methods . 

For most farmers today , the benefits of farming sur
pass the costs. A symbol of independence in business. 
the farmer can enjoy working close to nature , and rais
ing a family in the more relaxed lifestyle found in 
today ' s world. 
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Manufacturers and agriculturalists of Iowa are among 
the nation 's most active international exporters. Ranked 
3rd nationally per capita, nearly $3 billion worth of Iowa 
products was sold overseas in 1974. 

Farm products account for a majority of Iowa's 
foreign trade . As the world 's standard of living rises. 
demand for Iowa meats , grains and farm-related pro
duce also increases, resulting in over $1.7 billion worth 
of sales abroad in fiscal 1975 . 

A favorable export climate also aids Iowa in
dustries. Over 19 percent of Iowa's manufacturers, 
more than twice the U. S. average, are now involved in 
foreign trade . In recent years , 30 Presidential Export 
Awards have been received by Iowa manufacturers and 
service organizations for excellence in international 
marketing efforts . 



A realization seems to be growi ng among business 
leaders today- a realization that the la rge metropol itan 
areas need not be the o nly viable a lterna ti ves for In

dustrial growth and business opportunities. 
And more and more . they're turning to Iowa for 

new loca tions and ex pansions. For the las t ten years , 
Iowa has averaged 259 new and expanded industries an
nually . This has resulted in a yearly increase of II .345 
new jobs and $260 million in new capital for the state. 

One-third of " Fortune" magazine's " Top 500' ' 
companies operate nearly 500 plants in Iowa. Such in
dustries , with nationwide distribution. find the 
transporta tion facilitie s a nd loca tion of the Hawkeye 

State an advantage. And , as construction and factory 
costs skyrocket na tionally , studies show that inc reases 
in Iowa have been below average. Recent research on 
Iowa coal. presently unusable by environmental stand
ards , may speed development of this source o f local 
energy. 

Iowans excel in productivity as workers. Absen
teeism and turnover averages less than five percent. 
When many Iowans left the farm s, they created an 
urban work force with mechanical skills easily adaptable 
to manufacturing operat ion s. And productivity measure
ments ('va lue added ') indicate that the average Iowa 
worker is 17Y2 percent more productive than the 
average U. S. worker. 

While seeking new industries and growth. Iowans 
have shown enough concern for the environment to 
avoid building at its expense. They have been so suc
cessful that only about five percent of the pollution in 
Iowa originates with industries. 
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T a ke a lo ng look a t Iowa. The re are more than co rn
fi eld here. Amid the miles o f fa rml a nd , Io wa 's points o f 
interes t a re unspo iled a nd refres hingly varied . 

A ta le o f earl y settl e rs is told in communities o f 
Amish, Dutch, Germa ns a nd Iri sh . T heir heritage is still 
colo r full y retained by the ir desce nda nts in a nnual 
fes ti va ls o r in da il y cus to ms. And the ir re ligious tradi
ti ons a re s till marked by s tr uc tures , s im ple o r o rna te. 

Colo rful personalities have a lways filled Iowa's hi s
tory. Lewis and Cla rk , Jesse James, Buffa lo Bill , Bon
nie a nd Clyde. Monume nts to the fa mous . infa mous or 
not-so-famous are sca ttered throughout th e s ta te. 

Today . Iowa's a bunda nt na tura l resources, s till un-
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N o n-manu facturing b u ines.s a lso .thrives··· i'n~. lowp. 
Iowa is 6th in .the nati~n in the number .o h inSlJI'a'nce 
h~me offices (property a nd li ab ili ty). Fil'tx: one _i.n- · 
surance companies are based in the city of Oes Moi',nes , 
making it one of the nat ion 's ins urance centers. , 

A progressive banking industry, inc.luding 66 1 in
sured commercial banks with total asse ts of $11 billion , 
encourages growth in the s ta te eco nomy . 

O ther Iowa busi nesses inc lude many· agri-~elated 
firms, publi shing houses , min ing industries , 19.000 ·re
ta il er:s · and 4 ,700 w holesale bus inesse s. T hi rteen 
te l e~is.io n stat ions, 84 rad io s tat ions. 42 daily an.d ·339 
weekly newspapers prov ide Iowa with a n active com
municatio n's network. 
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spoi led by time. offer ample opportunity for recreation. 
Two hundred recreational and park areas are available 
to rediscover nature. to "'unwind. '" Forty-eight 
thousand acres (19,477 hectares) of lakes a nd 15 .000 
miles (24.000 kilometers) of interior fishing streams offer 
their delights to fishing , boating and swimming en
thusiasts. Hunters and nature lovers alike enjoy the 
wildlife, including pheasant , deer. quail and partridge . 
With the snowfall, skating. skiing and snowmobiling are 
but a few sports enjoyed by al l ages. 

Many of Iowa 's leisure-time activities are found in 
the major cities. Cultural events at the theaters or art 
galleries as well as fast-paced entertainment. are availa
ble throughout the year. 

There 's much to tell about the Haw keye State. 
Some of the stories are preserved in mu seums , in na
tional la ndmarks or in colorful celebrations. But more 
memorable will be the s tories you discover for yourself 
as a pa rticipant in the activities Iowa is eager to share . 

By land , air or waterway. Iowa 's central location in 
the United States offers convenient tra ns porta tion 
throughout the nation. Well-diversified tra nsportation 
fac ilities in the state provide rapid local. regional , na
tional or international transit. 

Excellent airport facilitie s are available in the s ta te . 
Iowa ranks 5th nationa ll y in the number of lighted 
municipal airports (with 76) and I Oth in the total number 
of municipal airports (with 123). More than half the sta te 
is within 30 minutes of one or more of the munic ipal 
airpo rts with scheduled flight s. 

Three interstate highways, as well as a n excellent 
highway system, make daily travel more efficient. Ra nk
ing 9th in the nation. there are 11 3.000 miles (180 ,700 
kilometers) of roads in the s tate . By truck. freight can 
reach nearly any market in the continental U. S. in a 
max imum o f three days. 

Railroads. too , a re access ible to nearly all com
munities. Ranked 5th na ti onall y in miles of Class I 



track. one-day service is ava ilable to approximately 25 
percent of the U. S. popula tion. 

The only state bounded by two navigab le rivers , 
Iowa enjoys easy access to waterway trans port. Of 
prime importance in fore ign trade , waterways help 
mainta in a competitive rate structure among vanous 
forms of transportation. 

Over 24.5 mill ion tons (22 million metric tons) of 
cargo passed through the Rock Is la nd-Davenport dis
trict on the Mississ ippi River in 1975. The Missouri 
River estimates five million tons (4.5 million metric 
tons) of barge traffic after completion of an on-going 
project to increase the depth and width of its channel. 

" 

I owa ' s "future" ori entat io n is perhaps nowhere so 
evident as in her educa ti onal system . A s trong concern 
for improved primary and secondary education has re
sulted in a teacher/s tudent ra tio of I : 19 and the nation' s 
highes t func tional literacy rat ing. 

There a re 32 priva te co lleges and six junior col
leges. Three state uni ve rsities include the Univers ity o f 
Iowa in Iowa City, with a lead ing med ica l school and 
hospita l: 1owa State Unive rsity in Ames. with 21.000 
students a nd one of the na ti on's larges t e ngineering col
leges; and the Uni ve rsity of North ern Iowa in Ceda r 
Fall s . with many li beral a rts and business majors as well 
as a s trong teacher educat io n program . 

Recentl y, to fill a need for voca tional a nd technical 
training, Iowa crea ted fifteen area co mmunity colieges. 
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M ore than 300 years have passed since the first white 
men, Marquette and Jolliet , saw Iowa land in 1673: But 
the story of Iowa land goes mu ch furth er back. 
Evidence s till remains of five glac iers which carved 
Iowa's physica l features a nd deposited rich to pso il a 
million years ago. Traces of prehi storic c ultures are also 
preserved in the land . 

Today's Iowa reflects the story of the se t tle rs. A 
spirit echoes from the explorers a nd adventurers who 
firs t dared to cross the Mississippi River. · A miner , 
Julien DuBuque, was Iowa's firs t white settle r. li ving 
among the Iowa tribes o f Sioux, Algonq uin and I ro
quoian Indians near the Mississippi in 1788. 

As part of the $ 15 millio n Louisiana Purchase , the 

United States acquired Iowa from France in 1803. 
Perma nent white settl ement bega n in 1833 when the 
land was ceded from the India ns. Five years la ter. Iowa 
became a U. S. territory and ga ined s ta tehood in 1846, 
the 29th in the Union. The capital of Iowa . originall y in 
Iowa City , was moved to Des Moines in 1857. a nd the 
go lden-domed Capitol Building was co mpl eted in 1886. 

As the wes t was se ttled , Iowa developed rapidly . 
The firs t school was built in 1830 a nd s ix years la ter , 
mass communication was born with the newspaper , the 
" Dubuque Visi tor." Stea mboats frequented the Mi s
siss ippi and Missouri; ra ilroads, telephones and tele
graphs grew . 

Technological sophis ti ca tion of the . 20th ce ntury 
linked Iowa more closely with the na tio n and the world . 
Transportation was made more rapid with the adve nt of 
paved roads and air travel. An important s tep in the de
velopment o f radio . the vacuum tube . was inve nted in 
1900 by Iowan Lee DeFores t. Twenty-one years later, 
radio was perfec ted a nd radio s ta tion woe was 
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established in Davenport , first wes t of the Mississippi. 
In 1932 , the world pioneer in educational telev ision was 
statio n W9XK of Iowa City, the firs t si"ght-sound s tation 
west of the Mi ssiss ippi . · · 

U. S. President He~bert Hoover, born in West 
Branch , was inaugurated in 1929. And Iowa ·s Henry 
Wallace, before serving as U . S. Vice-President in 1940. 
revolutioni zed agriculture with the development of 
hyb rid seed corn . Russ ian Premier Nikita Khrushchev 
vis ited Iowa in 1959 to examine the -seed corn. 

Iowa wa~ the lOth state to ratify the suffrage 
amendment which gra nted women vo ti ng privileges. 
Within the las t decade , home rule for Iowa c ities a nd 
the lowering of the vo ting age to 18 have a lso occurred . 

As the space age began , Iowa continued to play a n 
impo rtant part in the nation ' s his tory. In 1958, Dr. 
James Van Allen, head of physic s and astro nomy at the 
Uni versi ty of Iowa, discovered the Radiation Belts sur
rounding the earth , vital knowledge in man·s explora
tion of space. 
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For the "out-of-stater" it was once easy to overlook 
Iowa. Located "somewhere" wes t of Penn sy lvania, 
with cornfields and fa rmers in bib overalls. Iowa 
seemed to be a well -guarded secre t. 

But suddenl y, increas ing pollution a nd crime ra tes 
di sencha nted the urban dwelle r. Bi b overalls became a 
fas hio n. And people discovered Iowa - a nice place to 
visit a nd to live . 

What makes Iowa diffe re nt ') T he clean a ir , c lear 
streams a nd unspoiled co untrys ides? The th riving 
cultura l life? The stro ng econo mic base? 

Or the people? Iowans are a people closel y lin ked 
with th e land that surrounds them. Friend shi p and 
hospita lity are qualities preserved by res idents o f far ms 
and urba n areas. 

The majority of Iowans today are na ti ve to th e 
state , (78. 7 perce nt bo rn in sta te) with a nces tries 
representing all corners o f the globe. But the " work 

ethic" so evident to employers seems to be lo ng to Iowa 
uniquely . The people take pride in th eir communities 
and sta te . Betterment projects are continuall y ge nera ted 
by community res idents . Construc tion of rec reation 
centers, tennis courts or museums crea tes a spi rit of 
community pride readil y seen by the visitor. 

Ranked 25th in population in th e United Sta tes 
(with 2.8 million), Iowa li fe is easy to e njoy . T he ra te of 
major cri mes in Iowa is one of the na tion·s lowest. leav
ing cost of police pro tection per person abo ut o ne-half 
the national average. State deb t is low . and unemploy
ment a nd inflation ra tes also lag be hind the U. S. 
average. 

T he state has developed yea r-roun d cultural ac
tivities includ ing 54 community play houses. 17 sy m
phony orchestras and 28 art centers a nd galleries. And 
the outstand ing fac ilities offered by Iowa's colleges and 
univers ities att ract many fine profess io nal talents. 
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The Great Seal of Iowa was adopted in 1847. It bears 
the official state motto "Our Liberties We Prize and 
Our Rights We Will Maintain." Retained in custody of 
the governor, it may be used only with his permission. 

Patterned after the tri-colors of France in honor of 
the French explorers. the state banner was ado pted in 
1921 . Center emblem is an eagle carrying a streamer 
with the state motto. 

The Eastern Goldfinch , often referred to as a wild 
canary, was made Iowa 's official state bird in 1933. 

The official state flower is the Wild Rose, found in 
abundance throughout the sta te. 

The Oak, notable for strength. longevity and in
dividuality of appearance. was made the state tree in 
1961. 

In 1967, the Geode, a hollow rock filled with 
crystals of quartz, was na med Iowa's state rock. 
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The meaning of Iowa's name is subject to dispute. 
Most commonly. it is traced to a word in the Algonquin 
Indian dialec t, meaning "Beautiful Land." Another 
version derives it from the name of a Sioux Indian fami
ly, Pahoja , mispronounced by French traders. 

Today, Iowa is pronounced with an accent on the 
'T' and a soft, short "a" as in soda. The nickname 
"Hawkeye State" is from James Fenimore Cooper's 
"Last of the Mohicans. " 

Completed in 1886. the State Capi tol stands just 
east of the Des Moines River. amid 93 acres of grounds 
and buildings . The exterior of the modified Renaissance 
structure i entirely of stone with elaborate columns a nd 
handsome cornices. The most impressive feature is the 
dome, which rises 275 feet above the ground floor and is 
overla id with 23 carat gold . 



If you are planning to visit, move to or tour Iowa, the 
Iowa Development Commission will help you enjoy and 
appreciate Iowa for however long your stay. 

Businesses and industries seeking Iowa locations 
will have professional services available through the 
Iowa Development Commission. The Commission has 
up-to-date information on 200 cities and communities 
available to industrial prospects. Information about you 
and about them is kept strictly confidential until you de
cide what can and should be said . 

For any inquiries about agriculture, industry , 
tourism, foreign trade or community betterment, please 
contact the Iowa Development Commission, 250 Jewett 
Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50309. Phone 515/281-3251. 

22 

23 

IOWA DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

COMMISSIONERS 

Ernest A. Hayes , Chairman 

James W. Callison, Vice Chairman 

John P. Tinley , Secretary 

Robert K. Beck 

John P. Bickel 

Douglas G. Billings 

William H. Burger 

E. Thurman Gaskill 

Donna Keppy 

Mardelle Noble 

William F. Turner 

Del Van Horn, Director 



..... •)'~ "' 

. ,SSJWUlOJ..lUaUldO[aAaQ 'BMO! a4.1 
- · · ,\g paqs!lqnd 

H-5222 ' . ' ' 

a place 
to grow 


