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Holiday Inn
5826 University
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

(319) 277-2230
181 Rooms - Full Service

=== KINSETH HOTH

Holiday Inn Hotel
'l’hr')\l I I ]

Holiday Inn Express \w_ N EASTERN
Bt DISCOVER \esifrie, OWA OWA
e .' GROUPC:ETRAVEL
60 Rooms - Limited (m/‘
TOURISM REGION PPites of Srrziles ASSOCIATION
Sheraton Four Points Hotel & Suites =
4800 Merle Hay Road
Des Moines, |IA 50322
(515) 278-4755
217 Rooms - Full Service N P .
Hast Western Holiday Ladge Kinseth Hospitality Companies offer a host of fine ' s _=—‘A i
I-35 & Hwy. 18, Exit 194 hotels within minutes of virtually every major attraction e e ASESEMERNE. A o5 assoc o

fasar Lakg, 1o c0de0 in 14 great lowa destinations. Most offer indoor pools,
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You make me smile. 24,

144 Rooms - Full Service

fitness facilities, and excellent dining along with well-
Best Western Westfield Inn appointed rooms at very competitive rates. Call one of
ey our exceptional sales teams today and discover why
(319) 354-7770 Kinseth Hotels and lowa make the perfect tour!

155 Rooms - Full Service

Best Western Crossroads of the Bluffs
2216 27th Avenue

Council Buffs, 1A 51501 Kinseth Hospitality Companies

(712) 322-3150
16 wone food Coont 15 Plaza Drive * Clear Lake, IA 50428

\ G / (515) 357-1618

Converting to Sheraton Four Points Hotel
3rd Avenue & 17th Street H . H
el e Online: www.khconline.com
(309) 794-1212 -

120 Rooms - Full Service r DD‘@
NATIONAL TOUR i
ASSOCIATION, INC.

IOWA DEPARTMENT OF
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

For more information on group travel in Iowa, contact:
Group Travel Manager * Division of Tourism ¢ lowa Department of Economic Development
200 East Grand Avenue * Des Moines, lowa 50309 * 515-242-4770 * Fax: 515-242-4718
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Capitol, Des Moines

Symbols and
Statistics

Statehood

Jowa became the 29th state

on December 28, 1846.
Capital City:

Des Moines

Founded at the confluence of
the Des Moines and Raccoon
rivers, Des Moines was originally
a military outpost.
Nickname:

The Hawkeye State

The nickname was adopted early
in the state’s history. Two Iowa
promoters from Burlington are
believed to have popularized
the name.
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owa is a great place to tour. That’s a fact! The more you know

about the Hawkeye State, the more your clients will enjoy their

journey. Here are some facts that will entertain and educate

State Banner

and Motto

Dixie Cornell Gebhardt of
Knoxville, a member of the
Daughters of the American Rev-
olution, designed the Iowa ban-
ner in 1917, and it was
officially adopted in 1921. The
eagle carries the state motto:
“Our liberties we prize, and our
rights we will maintain.”

your groups as they

tour lowa.

Four Fantastic Seasons of Hospitality

Centrally located in the heart of North America, at the crossroads
of the U.S. Interstate System, Iowa is the hub of hospitality.

Travelers experience the warmth of Iowa’s welcome regardless of
the season. Temperatures vary enough by time of year to provide a
wide range of outdoor activities — from crisp autumn color tours to
midwinter bald eagle days, from sunny spring tulip times to
statewide summer antiquing.

State Flower:

Wild Rose

The flower blooms in shades

of pink and was chosen as an
Towa symbol in 1897 because
it decorated the silver service

Towans presented that year to
the battleship USS Iowa.

The Great Seal of

the State of lowa

The Great Seal of Iowa

pictures a citizen soldier stand-

ing in a wheat field surrounded
by farming and industrial tools,

with the Mississippi River in the
background. An eagle overhead
bears the state motto.
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Points of Pride

Iowa takes pride in education. Higher learning isn't just something
that happens after graduation; for the past two decades, lowa youth
have led the nation in college entrance exam scores. Three world-
class state universities, 62 public and private colleges and 28 commu-
nity college campuses offer excellence in education as well as public
cultural and sports events.

Although Towa is thought of as an agricultural state, manufacturing
is the largest source of personal income. Services, retail/wholesale
trade and government follow.

With more than 100,000 farms, lowa harvests more grain than any
other state. One-fourth of America’s pork and 4 percent of the
nation’s grain-fed beef come from Iowa. A single Iowa farm family

State Bird:

Eastern Goldfinch

The lithe, little “yellow canary”
is plentiful in Iowa, often
staying through the winter.

State Tree: Oak
Abundant and beautiful, the oak
is prized for its contributions to
wildlife ecosystems.

Mississippi River at Lansing

grows enough food and fiber to feed 279 people — one-fourth of
whom live overseas.

Iowa ranks 30th in population and 23rd in land area, yet it ranks:

e First in pork production

¢ First in corn production

e First in grain production

¢ Second in soybean production

Not only does lowa help feed the world, it recognizes the impor-
tance of food production to world peace. Iowa’s Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate Norman Borlaug founded The World Food Prize as an
annual, international reminder of the profound global impact of food
production and distribution.

Urban Centers
According to the most
recent census figures,
lowa’s population is
estimated to be 2,913,808
(smiling) people. The
major metro areas include:
Des MoineEs 194,550
CepAR RariDs 111,659
DAVENPORT 97,508
Sioux City 81,907
WATERLOO (7,124

lowa City 59,313
DuBuauEe 58,575
CounciL BLUFFs 54,884
AMES 406,672

CepAR FaLLs 35,094

State Rock: Geode

A rare and beautiful rock, geode
means “earthlike.” When broken
open, a sparkling lining of
mineral crystals is revealed.
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From Us to the World —
Famous lowans

Herbert Hoover

Herbert Hoover was the 31st president of the United States and first
president born west of the Mississippi River. Today, Hoover’s birth-
place in West Branch is a 186-acre site and national historic land-
mark, and the final resting place of President and Mrs. Hoover.
John Wayne

Oscar-winning actor John Wayne was born Marion Robert Morrison
in Winterset, where you can visit “the Duke’s” boyhood home and
experience his place in Hollywood history.

Glenn Miller

Glenn Miller was the founder of the Glenn Miller Orchestra and
popular hit-maker of the swing era. His birthplace in Clarinda has
been restored with period furnishings and is open for visitors.
Mamie Doud Eisenhower

Mamie Doud Eisenhower, wife of President Dwight Eisenhower,
was born in a Victorian home in Boone. Today, you can visit her
restored home, which is adorned with original family furniture, a
museum, a library and personal memorabilia from the life of this
popular first lady.

Donna Reed

Donnabell Mullenger left her lowa hometown of Denison for Holly-
wood to earn a living — and an Academy Award — as Donna Reed.
The Donna Reed Center for the Performing Arts features film and
theater productions, and memorabilia from Donna Reed’s profession-
al and personal life.

Glenn Miller Birthplace Home, Clarinda

Buffalo Bill Cody

Davenport native William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody was a famed frontier
scout and the greatest showman of his day, bringing the thrill of
America’s Wild West to the world. Visit the Cody homestead in
Princeton and the Buffalo Bill Museum in Le Claire for an insightful
look back in time.

Other Famous lowans, Past and Present:

J.V. Atanasoff
inventor of the digital
computer

Carrie Chapman Catt

Hugh Sidey
noted journalist

Meredith Willson
composer of

early suffragist The Music Man
Simon Estes Grant Wood
opera star artist
Cloris Leachman
actress

lowa Past

Louisiana Purchase
The word “lowa” comes from the American Indian tribe of the same
name. lowa was part of the Louisiana Purchase, a deal arranged
between President Thomas Jefferson and Napoleon Bonaparte of
France that brought a vast tract of the continent under the control of
the United States. The area was closed to white settlement until the
early 1830s.
Black Hawk War
Following the Black Hawk War — a conflict that ended in 1832 near
present-day New Albin — the Sauk and Fox were forced to make
their first land cessions west of the Mississippi. The United States
government gave the Sauk and Fox a small amount of cash, 40 bar-
rels of salt, 40 barrels of tobacco and some blacksmithing services in
exchange for the fertile Mississippi Valley lands of modern-day east-
ern Towa. The tribes were ordered out of the area a year later.
Today, the Meskwaki Settlement is an area of land around Tama
in central Towa that's governed and owned communally by descen-
dants of the two tribes. The area is not a reservation; the land was
purchased back from the government in 1856.

Herbert Hoover Presidential Library-Museum, West Branch
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Old Capitol Museum, lowa City

Lewis and Clark Expedition

Early explorers included the famed Lewis and Clark. Sergeant
Charles Floyd’s was the only death on that historic journey. A monu-
ment stands in Sioux City near the spot where Floyd was buried.

Steamboat Era

Steamboat paddlewheelers reigned supreme on the Mississippi and
Missouri rivers in the 19th century. The steamboat Bertrand sank in
the Missouri near what is today the town of Missouri Valley. Exca-
vated in 1969, the cargo is now on display in a fascinating exhibit at
the De Soto National Wildlife Preserve Visitors Center.

Early State Government

After white settlement began with the Black Hawk Purchase, Iowa
became part of Michigan Territory. When Michigan achieved state-
hood in 1836, Iowa then became a part of Wisconsin Territory.
Finally, two years later, lowa Territory was carved out of the area of
Wisconsin Territory west of the Mississippi River. The first Iowa Ter-
ritory legislature met in Burlington before a territorial capital city
was finally selected in Johnson County. In Iowa City, the govern-
ment seat was established in a grand structure known today as Old
Capitol. Built in the early 1840s, Old Capitol served as the last capi-
tol of Towa Territory and the first capitol of the state. Under the
1857 lowa constitution, the seat of state government was moved to
Des Moines, a more central location.

Diverse Traditions

People from many different cultures have made lowa their perma-
nent home, from western pioneers and new overseas immigrants to
those fleeing oppression on the “Underground Railroad.” Towa’s
folklife heritage is a many-colored quilt of fascinating traditions from
around the world.

Immigrants

Journeying from eastern states or from the “Old Country” across the
Atlantic, the European immigrants came to Iowa to find fertile fields

and the freedom to exercise their traditions in peace. Several lowa
communities offer excellent collections that give insight into the
pioneer experiences of locally important nationalities, including the
Vesterheim (Western Home) Norwegian-American Museum, in Deco-
rah; the Danish Immigrant Museum, in Elk Horn; and the National
Czech and Slovak Museum and Library, in Cedar Rapids.

The Mormon Trail

The Mormon Pioneer Trail — blazed from Illinois to Utah, beginning
in 1846 — is perhaps the single most important journey made in
America’s history. As the intrepid people braved the hazardous jour-
ney west, they passed through the southern tier of lowa counties,
leaving a lasting impression on the area’s cultural history.

The Amana Colonies

The people of the Amanas, founded by a religious group from Ger-
many, farmed in the European fashion — living in the village and
going out to the fields to work, rather than living on separate farms.
Today, thousands visit the Amanas to experience the Old World
ways.

Underground Railroad

People fleeing the tyranny of pre-Civil War slavery in the Old South
passed through Iowa on the Underground Railroad, a chain of safe
houses that led to liberty. Today, you can visit homes that helped
speed so many to freedom, including the Lewelling Quaker Shrine
in Salem, an 1840s stone house where you can see hiding places
used by people fleeing slavery; the Hitchcock House in Lewis; the
Todd House in Tabor, often visited by John Brown, and a place
where massive munitions were stored for Kansas' free state fight;
and the Jordan House in West Des Moines, refurbished to include
16 period rooms, a railroad museum, and a museum dedicated to
the Underground Railroad.

Sources: Iowa: Past to Present, by Dorothy Schwieder, Thomas Morain and
Lynn Nielsen, Towa State University Press, Ames, © 1989, 1991;
State Historical Society of lowa, 1996; Statistical Profile of lowa, 1996.
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owd’s historic and scenic trails lead to Group Tour adventure!

You know this road ... where Mississippi barges pass into fog, caves

| burrow into a hickory-dense dell, where eagles bhunted skies above

trail-blazing pioneers, where eagles still hunt today. A road to ancient

KK R 'R EREEER

mounds and antique shops, through gold-crowned prairies, over
green roller-coasting hills. This road takes you to an
America youwve always known — though you
see it for the first time today. Welcome to

an lowa historic and scenic trail!

) ' Magquoketa Caves State Park, Magquoketa

SceNic Byways
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Leave traffic behind. YIELD To PANORAMIC VIEWS.
Brake for Amish buggies. Iowa Scenic Byways
detour toward river valleys, wildlife refuges and
countryside inns. Along these leisurely lanes,

Woodlands Scenic Byway
Magnificent state forests welcome you to southeast Iowa. Back roads

LGN

the only ones speeding are white-tailed deer; \29) e curve among vast hills, deep forests of sturdy hickory and oak, and
the only ones honking are geese. . = - e mirrorlike farm ponds that reflect ToweriNg EVERGREENS. Follow the
Eie Y westward trek of early Mormon pioneers. You may meet a horse-
Look for the Iowa Scenic Byway signs on edach route. ’ \&0/ drawn buggy near Bloomfield, where Old Order Amish go about

their traditional ways. Nearby Amish shops offer keepsake quilts

Grant Wood Scenic Byway

Towa native Grant Wood is celebrated as the painter of America’s
most famous work of art, “AmericaN GoTHic,” the archetype of the
regionalist artistic movement. Travel eastern Iowa’s rounded hills and
colorful woodlands, and you'll see the places that inspired “Stone

and home-baked goods. Visit the historic VILLAGES oF VAN BUREN —
steamboat ports of call on the Des Moines River.

Stay on Highways 2, J40 and 63 between Donnellson, Keosauqua,
Bloomfield and Blakesburg.

WESTERN SKIES GRANT WOOD

City” and other legendary Grant Wood paintings. A PICTURE-PERFECT SCENIC BYWAY SCENIC BYWAY Western Skies Scenic Bywa

pLAcE: adventurous caves, relaxing bed-and-breakfast inns, canyon- RIVER BLUFFS WOODLANDS Go west for wide-open roads, fi hyco t i d

’ ’ S e ' - S ads, fres untry air an -
like cliffs and barges navigating the mightiest river of them all. SCENIC BYWAY SCENIC BYWAY P 4 S IOy

shine. Under a prairie sunset, experience larger-than-life horizons,

Take Highway 64 from Anamosa to Maquoketa; follow the 428 loop
or take Highway 62 to Andrew, then E17 and Z15 to Springbrook
and Bellevue.

River Bluffs Scenic Byway

rolling meadows, QUIET VALLEY COMMUNITIES, terraced fields and river-
banks along roads that stretch through miles of Americana. Western
Iowa’s open roads and boundless horizons invite exploration. Watch
for auTHENTIC wiNDMILLs and Danish villages, apple orchards and
nature preserves.

The northeast Iowa “loop tour” is its own destination. Breathtaking
bluffs, tree-topped hills, roller-coaster roads and meandering rivers
pull you along on a northeast lowa adventure. EAGLES SOAR above
prehistoric American Indian mounds — mysterious effigies created
in the shapes of birds and bears. Link up to the Great River Road,
a long, winding path along the scenic and LEGENDARY MississSIPPI

River. Experience main street charm; dig into antique treasures.

East of 1-29, pick up Highway 30 at Missouri Valley. F32 takes

a northern route through Woodbine, Panama and Westphalia to
Highway 59; or follow 30 east to Highway 44 through Portsmouth,
Harlan and Kimballton. Ell Horn is south of 44 on 173; or stay on
44 to Guthrie Center and Panora; pick up P28 south to Stuart to get
back on I-80.

Follow Highways 18, 13 and 150 in a loop from McGregor through
Elkader, Fayette, West Union and Clermont.

MeGregor
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Loess Hills Scenic Byways
Explore the rare and spectacular natural landscaping

of the Loess HiLLs REGION OF WESTERN lowa, a fragile
place of unique prairie flora and wildlife, farms and

| LOESS HILLS :
| SCENIC BY-WAY villages, nestled together among the catstep hills.
e Bluestem and scarlet sumac ripen under the big skies

atop this rich yellow-brown loess — ancient soil gathered by winds
of a receding age of ice into a high wall that follows the vast Mis-
sourl RIVER VALLEY. The rugged range rises abruptly from the flat-
lands on the west and melts into the rolling plains on the east,
extending 200 miles.

The Loess Hills Scenic Byways is a mosaic of designated roads
that pass through this region in a general north/south direction,
paralleling Interstate 29.

Follow the Loess Hills Scenic Byway signs along extreme western lowa
counties. North of Sioux City, follow Highway 12. Take Highway 982
south of Sioux City; Highways 175 from Onawa, 127 between Magno-
lia and Logan, 183 between Soldier and Council Bluffs, and Highway
275 south of Council Bluffs.

Mormon Trail

The Mormon Pioneer Trail — blazed from Illinois
to Utah, beginning in 1846 — is one of the most
important journeys made in America’s history. As
the intrepid people braved the HAZARDOUS JOURNEY
wesT, they passed through the southern tier of Iowa

counties, leaving a lasting impression on the area’s cultural history.
From 1846 to 1869, tens of thousands of Mormons followed the

early trail from Nauvoo, 1llinois, across southern Iowa and onward
to the Valley of the Great Salt Lake, a 1,200-miLE ADVENTURE. They
traveled west to find a place where they could maintain their
religious and cultural identity in peace. In so doing, the “Saints” —
as the Mormons called themselves — opened new lands once
considered worthless desert and created thriving communities.

The tour route is marked with the lowa Mormon Trail signs,
and follows Highways 2, 34, 25 and 92 from Nauvoo in the east
to Council Bluffs in the west.

For more information:
Towa Mormon Trails Association, P.O. Box 174, Moravia, IA 52571,
515-724-9009, e-mail: wmburkla@etechcorp.com
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. LEWIS AND CLARK - GREAT RIVER ROAD
TRAIL

LOESS HILLS
SCENIC BYWAYS

. DRAGOON TRAIL

,:‘ MORMON TRAIL

Dragoon Trail

Dragoons were lightly armed cavalry soldiers who
scouted lowa soon after the BLAcK HAWK PURCHASE
(1832) put the area under the control of the United
States government. Following the course of the

Des Moines River, the Dragoons blazed a trail
through newly acquired lands that would soon become the state of
Iowa. Dragoons established outposts from present-day Des Moines
to Fort Dodge in the spring and summer of 1835.

Today, you can again travel this BEAUTIFUL “GREENBELT” area, a
200-mile corridor along the Des Moines, Boone and Raccoon rivers.
By following the Dragoon Trail signs, you can trace the most scenic
portion of their route, from just below Lake Red Rock to Fort Dodge
and Webster City. Points of interest along the way include Lake Red
Rock, Ledges State Park, the Kate Shelley High Bridge and Dolliver
Memorial Park.

DRAGOON

Look for signs in downtown Des Moines on the east side of the
Des Moines River, on Highway 316 and County Road G40 near
Lake Red Rock/Knoxville, Highway 415 near Polk City, and
Highway 20 near Fort Dodge.

Great River Road

As one of the most famous — and longest —

scenic and historic drives in the United States, the
GREAT RIVER Roab is a federally designated route
covering 3,000 miles of federal, state and county
roads that generally follow the Mighty Mississippi
FROM CANADA TO THE GULF oF Mexico. Look for the pilot wheel signs
to guide you along lIowa’s segment. Pass through national wildlife
refuges, observe the workings of the immense system of locks and
dams, discover some of lowa’s oldest communities or ride a riverboat.

Highways 26, 52 and 99 make up segments of the route, along with
many county roads.

Lewis and Clark Trail

To find a passage from the Mississippi River to the
Pacific, President Thomas Jefferson was eager to
explore new lands — the LouisiANA TERRITORY —
recently acquired from Napoleon Bonaparte. From
1804 to 1806, Captains Meriwether Lewis and William
Clark led 40 soldiers and boatmen on an EPIC JOURNEY sponsored
by the United States, under Jefferson’s directive. On this historic
adventure, Lewis and Clark mapped the land, recorded its resources
and made contacts with native inhabitants.

The Lewis and Clark Trail follows the Missouri River along the
western border of Towa. Here, the explorers held a council with
chiefs of the Oto and Missouri tribes at a place they would call
“Council Bluffs.” Travelers can follow the trail along the Missouri by
interstate that takes the 1990s explorer to marinas, nature preserves
and historic parks.

SeERGEANT CHARLES FLovD’s was the only death to occur during
the historic expedition. A monument stands in Sioux City near
where Floyd was buried.

Watch for the Lewis and Clark Trail signs along Interstate 29 as it

Jollows the Missouri River.
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In what city was Iowa’s first state
capitol located?

A. lowa City

What famous frontiersman and Wild
West showman, who lived in ITowa,
won a nickname for himself as a
buffalo hunter?

A. William F. “Buffalo Bill” Cody

What popular national brand of
recreational vehicles is made in Iowa?

A. Winnebago

Where is one of the nation’s largest
exhibits of steam engines and steam-
powered farm machinery held?

A. Mount Pleasant at the Midwest Old
Threshers Reunion

Who are the twin sisters from Sioux
City known to millions of newspaper
readers across the country as “the
women with all the advice™?

A. Ann Landers and Abigail
“Dear Abby” Van Buren

Where is the highest point in Iowa?

A. Near Sibley in Osceola County,
northwest lowa

What American Indian tribe holds a
powwow near Tama each year?

A. Meskwaki Indians

What famed playwright, composer and
“music man” was born in Mason City?

A. Meredith Willson, composer of the
musical The Music Man

What area of the state is referred to as
“Little Switzerland™?

A. The northeast corner

How high is the ITowa State Capitol
dome?

A. 275 feet (the tallest in the country)

Who was the famous Big Band leader
born in Clarinda?

A. Glenn Miller

Which famous president’'s wife wanted
to be remembered simply as the
“gal from Boone™?
A. Mamie Doud Eisenhower, born
in Boone

What community hosts the National
Hobo Convention each year?

A. Britt

The Amana Colonies are famous for
the production of what kitchen
appliance?
A. Amana Radarange
Microwave Ouvens

How many wineries and breweries are
there in Towa?

A. Eight wineries, eleven breweries

What Anamosa-born artist is known as
the “painter laureate” of America?

(His most famous work was “American
Gothic.”)

A. Grant Wood

Where is one of the highest, single-track
railroad bridges in America located?

A. Boone County, Boone and Scenic
Valley Railroad Line

What Winterset native symbolized the
rugged American in war and cowboy
films to movie fans all over the world?

A. Jobn Wayne

What is the significance of the
Sergeant Floyd Monument in
western Iowa?

A. Sergeant Floyd was the only man to
die on the Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion.

What Dakota City native was known to
television viewers across the nation for
his work in newscasting?

A. Harry Reasoner

Where is the largest grotto in the
world, the Grotto of the Redemption,
located?

A. West Bend

Who was our nation’s only Iowa-born
president?

A. Herbert Hoover, born in
West Branch

How many covered bridges are found
in the Winterset area?

A. Six

Which Towa community features a
large population of Danes and an
imported Danish windmill?

A. Elk Horn

Jowa has two of only a handful of
churches designated as minor basilicas
by the Pope. What are they called, and
where are they located?
A. Basilica of St. Francis Xavier,
Dyersville; and St. Jobn’s Basilica,
Des Moines

What Corning native was known as
the TV star of the insomniacs?

A. Jobnny Carson

What is “the world’s shortest, steepest
scenic railway,” and where is it
located?

A. Fenelon Place Elevator, Dubugque

Near what community is the largest
Amish settlement west of the Mississip-
pi located?

A. Kalona
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INTERSTATE REST STOPS
WITH DISPOSAL STATIONS

WESTERN
Adair
[-80 eastbound, I-80 westbound

Missouri Valley
1-29 northbound, 1-29 southbound

Onawa
1-29 northbound, 1-29 southbound

Pacific Junction
1-29 northbound, 1-29 southbound

Sergeant Bluff
1-29 northbound, 1-29 southbound

Underwood
[-80 northbound, I-80 southbound

CENTRAL
Davis City
[-35 northbound, 1-35 southbound

Mitchellville
1-80 eastbound, I-80 westbound

Osceola
1-35 northbound, I-35 southbound

Story City
[-35 northbound, I-35 southbound

Waukee
1-80 eastbound, 1-80 westbound

EASTERN
Cedar Rapids
1-380 northbound, 1-380 southbound

Davenport

[-80 eastbound, I-80 westbound
Tiffin

1-80 eastbound, I-80 westbound

Wilton
[-80 eastbound, I-80 westbound

STATE STANDARDS

Operating Authority

Towa is a part of the Single State Insurance Regis-

tration Program, a base state agreement covering

operating authority. This agreement allows opera-

tors to register in their base state rather than
requiring them to register in each state in which

they wish to operate. Effective since January 1,
1994.

lowa Department of Transportation
Park Fair Mall

100 Euclid Ave.

P.O. Box 10382

Des Moines, Iowa 50306-0382
515-237-3224

Vehicle Registration

Much the same as Operating Authority, lowa
belongs to a base state agreement for vehicle
registration: the International Registration Plan

(IRP). Operators register in their base state rather

than in Iowa. For more information, contact
515-237-3268, or use the above address.

Insurance Requirements

Iowa requires nothing beyond the Interstate
Commerce Commission (ICC) requirements
for insurance.

Fuel Tax

lIowa participates in the International Fuel Tax
Agreement (IFTA). As in the cases of Operating
Authority and Vehicle Registration, this is a base
state program. For more information, contact
515-237-3224, or use the above address.

After-Hours Information

After normal business hours, questions can be
answered by calling 515-237-3264 between
4:30 p.m. and midnight.

Please note: This information applies only to
tours “passing through” Iowa. Different regula-
tions pertain to Iowa tour operators conducting
tours within the state.
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The IGTA membership offers a wide range of destination
possibilities. From the banks of the Mississippi to the shoreline of
the Missouri River, the red carpet is rolled out and the welcome mat
is at the doors in villages of fewer than 100 people to the state capital
— a metropolitan center approaching half-a-million lowans.

IGTA member accommodations and attractions are as diverse as
destinations in the home of Americas heartland. From fine dining to
fast, friendly group-oriented restaurants, lowa welcomes its guests with
hospitality that has earned the state the right to claim “TOWA You
make me smile.” ®

Sample our friendly customer service and preview the pleasure

990000 ONNINONOOONNBBNNONO0A

of exploring lowa.
For more information, contact:
IOWA lowa Group Travel Association
he members of the lowa Group Travel Association GROUP TRAVEL 8345 University Blvd., Suite F-1
. ‘ Des Moines, Towa 50325
(IGTA) work in concert with you to make your lowa group ASSOCIATION phone: 515-225-2323 or 888-461-4482 (U.S.)

)

,
8

fax: 515-225-6363
e-mail: alda8345@aol.com

travel experience a cherished adventure for your customers
and a pleasant and profitable time for you. The IGTA is the starting
point for creating lowa tour memories that will last a lifetime.

The Association provides group leaders and tour operators with
up-to-date information on activities, attractions and accommodations.
The IGTA understands the group travel industry and sets standards
for ease of travel that will surpass your expectations.

We set you and your group on the open road to lowa — a friendly,
welcoming place rich with natural wonders, exciting events, group-
tour attractions and homespun fun. Hospitality has always been an
lowa trademark. The IGTA invites you to give us and our members a

call for information on group travel in the state of Iowa.
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Itineraries
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|, Itineraries

FRONTIERS, FLIERS AND FIGHTERS

he Towa itineraries that follow are an atlas of Iowa attractions. Each is a map, an idea source, a < | B 000 st il S R BR
guide. Plan a trip “by the book” or wander off the beaten path. From departure to destination, each
trip is designed for well-timed good times. For assistance in planning your itineraries, contact the

Towa Group Travel Association, the local Convention and Visitors Bureau, or the local Chamber of Commerce.

I a ‘ Pella

i Winterset Ottumwa
I Villages of

I e : Van Buren

TRUCKS, BOATS AND TRACTORS

= OH" MY!

Experience almost every mode of transportation during a three-day tour.

Evening Afternoon

Mason City/Clear Lake

- Dyersville
Waterloo/Cedar Falls

DAY ONE

Morning
Arrive at the beautiful Villages of Van Buren.
Discover the heritage of lowa’s riverboat era

through antiques, crafts and historical landmarks.

Enjoy a musical or other theatrical production in
the 1900 Pella Opera House. Overnight in Pella.

DAY TWO

Next, it is on to another great legend of our time
— John Wayne. The birthplace of John Wayne
in Winterset is 2 modest, four-room house built
in the 1880s and appears as it did in 1907 when
Wayne was born. Don't miss the nearby covered
bridges made famous by the best-selling novel

- Mornin ? ; i :
G o G0 I > Afternoon Stroll through the Pella Hiseorica Villspe, and hit movie, 7he Bridges of Madison County.
- Become a World War II fighter pilot for the which includes the Wyatt Earp House, Van
I afternoon at the Airpower Museum in Ottumwa.  Spankckeren Store, Scholte House and more.
I > The museum has approximately 20 aircraft on
display in the museum, including a World War IT
I > glider pilot’s display and other models.

HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS

DAY ONE DAY TWO DAY THREE

Morning Morning Morning A cross-section of cities, sights and stops along Interstate 29.

Arrive in Mason City/Clear Lake for a look at
more than 60 makes of trucks at Van Horn’s
Antique Truck Museum. The vehicles are dis-
played in a setting of the era in which they were
built, complete with old gas pumps, signage and
other effects.

Afternoon
Cruise down the beautiful Shell Rock River
aboard the Spirit of Greene. Save your appetite for
a “threshers” meal served family-style at the Pad-
dle Inn.

Evening
Laugh until your sides split. Take in a perfor-
mance at the Waterloo Community Playhouse.
Overnight in Waterloo/Cedar Falls.

While in Waterloo, visit the John Deere Tractor
Works. See how technology has changed the way
we plant and harvest crops. The tour shows the
complete tractor-assembly process from frame

to finish.

Afternoon
On to a very different kind of field — the Field
of Dreams near Dyersville. Bat a few balls, play
catch, run the bases or just sit in the bleachers
and dream. You may even catch a glimpse of
“Shoeless Joe” or the other Ghost Players. Then
travel to the world’s shortest, steepest and most
scenic railway, Fenelon Place Elevator in
Dubuque. Stroll past — and stop in — the Vic-
torian shops on Bluff Street.

Evening
Cruise the mighty Mississippi River aboard the
Spirit of Dubuque. Overnight in Dubuque.

See the muscle machines of yesteryear at Duffy’s
Collectible Cars. There are over 100 fully
restored classics from the *40s, *50s and ’60s,
along with other memorabilia such as gas
pumps, phone booths and neon signs in this

Cedar Rapids attraction.

Afternoon
Get an inside look at Towa’s first capitol, now
referred to as the Old Capitol in Iowa City. Also
tour Plum Grove, home of Robert Lucas, first
territorial governor of Towa.
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Sioux City

* Explore Sioux City’s art center and public
museum. Discover the Woodbury County
Courthouse with its unusual architectural

* Shop at the K.D. Station, a refurbished mall
of shops, recreational facilities and restaurants.

* The Sergeant Floyd Welcome Center and
Riverboat Museum introduces you to Missouri
River area history.

* See the Sergeant Floyd Monument, a reminder
of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, which
passed through the area in 1804.

Onawa
* Casino Omaha offers a variety of gaming
activities and buffet dining.

Sioux City

@\ Onawa
Loess Hills

Missouri Vailey

Coungil Bluffs

29
\

Missouri Valley

* The De Soto National Wildlife Refuge is a

stopping place for geese and ducks migrating
along the beautiful Missouri River Valley.
American bald eagles are also sighted here. At
the Visitor Center, see exhibits and artifacts
from the steamboat Bertrand, which sank in the
Missouri River in 1865.

Loess Hills

¢ From Sioux City to the Missouri border, the

Loess Hills make their unique geological
imprint on the landscape. A scenic byway runs
parallel to the hills, offering travelers a sight
they could see in few other areas of the world.

Council Bluffs

* Tour the lavishly restored home of Civil War
General Grenville Dodge. Visit the unusual
Squirrel Cage Jail with its three-story drum
divided into three decks of pie-shaped cells.

* Enjoy a first-rate production at the Chanticleer
Community Theater.

* Harveys Casino/Hotel can accommodate your
party 24 hours a day. Adjacent to the hotel,
restaurant and two golf courses is the Kanesville
Queen, a gaming boat featuring slot machines,
video poker, craps, poker, roulette and
blackjack.

* Ameristar Riverboat Casino provides another
riverboat gambling option with nearby accom-
modations.
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hen you visit western lowa, you enter
the gateway to the Old West and the
home of the first great American group
tour: the Lewis and Clark Expedition. Ever since
that historic passage,

visitors have enjoyed
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this land and its

bounty of lively
pleasures.

Expect a surpris-

De Soto National Wildlife Refuge, Missouri Valley

ing contrast at every

turn of the highway. Wondrous landscapes lead past an immigrant

A day that begins at

Danish windmill sweeping above the American

an authentic cavalry prairie into quiet valley communities. Follow the

fort leads to an after- Mormon Trail to frontier towns. Gather together

Danish Windmill, Elk Horn

noon of theme park Jfor Missouri River fun and refreshing lowa Great

thrills, then on to an exciting evening aboard a Lakes adventure. Discover the wonder of the rare
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riverboat casino. and spectacular natural landscape of the Loess

Explore the heart of American agriculture with Hills that follow a vast river valley.

v
Okoboji Queen 11 Excursions

fascinating agricultural tours. Walk with whispered @ pg O NIGSSSSEEIEEENNES
reverence through the Grotto of the Redemption, a
shrine to faith. Or stroll the streets of Walnut, a
small town with big offerings for collectors of

antigue treasures.

Make your own historic passage — tour western lowa! Let the

Western lowa Tourism Region office be your guide for group travel experiences.

PODOOOOONOOOOD

For more information, contact:

DISCOVER Western lowa Tourism Region

WAV 4 502 Coolbaugh
224 eI Red Oak, Towa 51566
: URISM =T IO phone: 712-623-4232, 888-623-4232 (U.S./Canada)

fax: 712-623-9814
www.netins. net/showcaselwesterniowa
e-mail: witr@netins.net
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IT'S WESTERN IOWA A-Z!
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Agriculture

So you think Iowa’s all corn, cows and soy-
beans? Well, you can eat those words —
along with apples, peaches, berries, pump-
kins, squash and other goodies at the
orchards and produce farms in Iowa’s Loess
Hills, alongside the Missouri River. If you
want a good look at farming, visit the Garst
Farm Resort near Coon Rapids. Besides
being an actual farm, the Garsts” host
overnight visitors. For farms of a different
sort, tour Tremmel Nursery in Earling, Dun-
lap Hardwoods and the Garwood Christmas
Tree Farm north of Crescent, the Prairie Ped-
lar near Odebolt, where wildflowers are
raised, and Nedville’s Ostrich Farm. To see
what farming of yesteryear was like, visit the
Carstens Memorial Farm near Shelby, and for
a peek at the future, see upcoming farm
implements at the largest implement display
of all at Spencer’s Clay County Fair, which is
also the nation’s largest county fair.

Business and Industry

No question about it, much of the business
in western Iowa is related to agriculture ...
Sioux Bee Honey in Sioux City, Cookies
BBQ Sauce in Wall Lake, Jolly Time Popcorn
and Noble Popcorn, too ... but other items
are also made here. In various communities
in northwest Iowa, K-Products manufactures
outerwear, while in Orange City, Diamond
Vogel creates a rainbow of paints sold nation-
wide. Also in Orange City is Angel Aircraft,
a corporation that designed and manufac-
tures a bush-plane used by missionaries in
remote parts of the world. In Rock Rapids,
Cayel Craft assembles the “Cadillac” of
ambulances.

CIimate

Like any other part of the Midwest, if you
don't like the weather, just wait awhile. But
don'’t expect us to predict exactly what’s going
to happen. Although winter snowfall averages
30 inches, sometimes we've reached tempera-
tures in the 70s in February or had to wear
jackets in June. Our summers are warm and
sometimes humid, and our winters are cold
and dry. We find plenty to do whatever the
weather. You can expect tulips blooming in
Orange City in the spring, kids playing base-
ball in the summer, leaves turning colors on
fall days, and snow under your skis at

Mt. Crescent in the winter.

Democracy

The municipal buildings of western Iowa
include some of the finest you'll see. The
Woodbury County Courthouse at Sioux City
is the nation’s largest example of a municipal
building designed in the Prairie School style
of architecture. Nearby is the newly restored
City Hall, which houses historical displays,
including a diorama of the town’s elevated
railroad. At Sidney, the picturesque court-
house commands the town center on its own
square, and the red tower of the Montgomery
County Courthouse rises high above

Red Oak.

Ethnic Diversity

Don’t let the windmill at Elk Horn throw
you. It’s not Dutch; it’s Danish. You're in the
middle of the nation’s largest rural comm-
unity of Danish immigrants. If you don’t
believe it, check out the Danish Immigrant
Museum on the edge of town. Then take in
the German villages near Carroll, the Scottish
Festival at Mt. Ayr, the Irish at Emmetsburg,
the Tulip Festival in Orange City, the Loess
Hills Indian Market and Fine Arts Festival in
Council Bluffs, and the Swedish museum at
Stanton. That’s only part of the state’s
diversity.

Festivals

Looking for “festive” things to do in Iowa?
Take in the Big Band sound during the
Glenn Miller Festival at Clarinda, the famous
musician’s hometown, and dance to the
thumping beat of brass bands at the polka
fests in Harlan and Humboldt. Celebrate
spring with Tivoli Fest in Elk Horn and Stan-
ton’s Skona Maj, and have a “bon jour” at

Le festival de UHeritage Francais at Corning.
Roll along during the Fat Tire Festival at sev-
eral communities located along the Wabash
Trace Nature Trail and celebrate the arts dur-
ing the week-long Rivercade alongside the
mighty Missouri in Sioux City. Kids of all
ages love attending Kinderfest at Manning, as
well as flying their creations at Sac City’s Kite
Tournament, and watching the Wild West
action at the Sidney Championship Rodeo.
Winter’s cure for cabin fever comes with
these prescriptions: the Winter Games at
Okoboji, the Winter Funfest at Storm Lake,
and Estherville’s Winter Festival.

Gaming

The casinos of western lowa — Harvey’s
Kanesville Queen Casino Riverboat, Ameri-
star Casino Riverboat and Bluffs Run Casino
in Council Bluffs; WinneVegas in Sloan;
Casino Omaha in Onawa; and the Belle of
Sioux City riverboat in Sioux City — are a
sure bet for fun! Pull in the winnings at the
slots; try your hand at roulette, craps, poker,
keno and blackjack; or wager on greyhounds
year-round. Some of the casinos have accom-
modations, and their eating facilities range
from snack bars to superb restaurants.

H ollywood

Lights, camera, action. Every summer, tinsel-
town celebrities come to Denison to help
conduct week-long seminars at the festival
named for the hometown gal who went on to
win an Oscar — Donna Reed. Want to learn
how to direct a play, a television show or a
movie? What about writing a soap opera?
Would you like to take a lesson in acting,
voice music or hoofing in front of the lights?
Then here’s where you want to be.

Iowa’s American Indians

With place names like Pottawattamie, Sioux
Rapids, Nishnabotna and Pocahontas, you
can’t go anywhere in western lowa without
being reminded of this region’s American
Indian heritage. At Blood Run, a historic site
in Lyon County, you'll see where one of the
largest trading centers of the Oneota culture
existed for several hundred years until the
early 1700s. At Glenwood’s Mills County
Historical Museum, you'll see one of the
largest collections of American Indian arti-
facts in Iowa. You can visit a re-creation of an
earth lodge there, too.

J ousting

The Renaissance Festival of the Midlands fea-
tures jousting of all types — verbal and
otherwise — every summer in Council Bluffs
on the campus of Iowa Western Community
College. Once you pass through the city
gates, you're transported to the 15th century.
Rat-catchers beseech your business (in a
“kinde and goode” manner), the pleasant
smells of fine food waft around your head,
royalty nods to you while courtiers play
musical instruments, and the kids make
merry as knights in shining armor battle
each other.
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Want to see the world’s largest coffeepot?
Then watch the water towers. As the home-
town of an actress famous for TV coffee
commercials, Stanton honored her by con-
structing its water tower in the shape of a
coffeepot. Looking for a lot of bull? Then
check out Albert, a statue in Audubon hon-
oring the state’s beef industry. Council Bluffs
has a 56-foot-tall golden spike, commemorat-
ing the one used on the nation’s first trans-
continental railroad, which began here in the
1860s. Speaking of kingsize, the Battle Hill
Museum of Natural History at Battle Creek
has a 565-pound clam, among several thou-
sand other items — including an elephant
skeleton and a giraffe — in its collection.

Landscape

lowa’s rolling Loess Hills were formed at the
end of the Ice Age thousands of years ago
when windblown soils piled alongside the
Missouri River, forming dunes that are now
the highest pure-loess hills found in only one
other place in the world: northern China.
Vegetation makes the hills appear to be cov-
ered by open fields, prairie and woodlands.

Missouri River

Before Lewis and Clark led their celebrated
expedition between 1804 and 1806, the
Missouri River was the first highway into the
Midwest for countless American Indians and
fur traders and trappers. At De Soto National
Wildlife Refuge, you can see an excellent dis-
play of artifacts — ranging from thimbles,
fabrics, foods and lamps to shovels, boots and
cannonballs — recovered in the 1960s from
a steamboat that sank more than a century
before on its way to the gold-mining com-
munities in Montana. The Sergeant Floyd
Welcome Center, a former survey boat of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that’s now
dry-docked at Sioux City, offers another great
display about Missouri River boats — from
dugouts and keelboats to palatial paddle-

wheelers and modern tugs.

Nature

See nature at its best every spring and fall,
when nearly half a million snow geese, as well
as many eagles and hawks, stop over on their
migration at the De Soto National Wildlife
Refuge. Learn more about nature in western
lowa at the Dorothy Pecaut Nature Center in
the Loess Hills near Sioux City, the Lost
Island Prairie Wetland Nature Center in Palo
Alto County, and the Hitchcock Nature Area

in northwestern Pottawattamie County.

O oboji

A name synonymous with summer fun,
“Okoboji” includes several bodies of water.
The most famous is West Lake Okoboji, a
spring-fed lake that’s also the deepest lake in
lowa. Sailboats, classic wooden boats, fishing
craft, towed inflatables, parasails and The
Queen II excursion boat ply the water here.
There’s family fun at three amusement parks,
including a classic one that’s lakeside with a
wooden roller coaster and a collection of old-
fashioned children’s rides. Resorts, restaurants
and shops abound. There is also a state fish
hatchery here. While you're in the area, enroll
in world-famous University of Okoboji —
where everyone majors in good times.

Pioneers

About 40 years after Lewis and Clark traveled
the Missouri, Mormons stopped near that
river in western Iowa on their way to Utah.
Most clustered near Council Bluffs, then
called Kanesville. Some spread out, up and
down the Missouri River Valley, forming
smaller communities, many of which no
longer exist. These events in American
history are recalled at the re-creation of the
Kanesville Tabernacle in Council Bluffs.
Other pioneers are honored at the Lewis and
Clark Festival at Lewis and Clark State Park
and during Frontier Days at the Fort Dodge
Museum, a re-creation of a fort that was built
when this area was little more than endless
prairie.

Quints

Quilts, old and new, checker shops such as
the antique stores in Walnur and new outlets
in Orange City, which hosts one of the state’s
largest quilting shows. Western Iowa’s largest
supplier of quilting materials is found in the
Danish village of Elk Horn, not far from that
community’s windmill.

Religion

Madison County may have its covered
bridges, but Carroll County has its country
churches. The Ingemann Danish Lutheran
Church near Moorhead is situated in the pic-
turesque Loess Hills. One of the oldest build-
ings in western Iowa is the small Lutheran
“Kurch” built in 1867 outside of Glenwood.
Sacred articles of all denominations can be
found at the Museum of Religious Artifacts
at Logan and Trinity Heights in Sioux City; a
30-foot-tall stainless-steel statue of the Virgin
Mary stands near a building containing a life-
size wooden carving of the Last Supper. In
Algona, visit a nativity scene made by Ger-
man prisoners of war during World War II,
and walk through the stone artistry of the
world-famous, gem-encrusted Grotto of the
Redemption at West Bend.

SOda Fountains

Southwest lowa has one of the nation’s great-
est concentrations of old-time soda fountains
that are still pumping. Enjoy a fried-egg sun-
dae — that’s what it looks like — at Stone
Drug in Hamburg, or dig into a banana split
at Penn Drug on Sidney’s courthouse square.
In Shenandoah, you can find treats at George
Jay Drug priced almost as low as they were in
yesteryear, and Corning is blessed with two
soda fountains just a few doors from each
other — McMahon’s Drug (serving Coke)
and Getter Pharmacy (serving Pepsi). Besides
those in southwest lowa, there are Kehl Drug
in Denison, Leah Drug in Dunlap, Mitchell
Drug in Mt. Ayr, Albrecht’s Pharmacy in Ida
Grove, Eby Drug in Woodbine, and a reno-
vated fountain, the Cherry Top, in the
Antique Malls at Missouri Valley.
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Trails

The longest hike-bike trail in Iowa, the
Wabash Trace Nature Trail, begins in Council
Bluffs and runs for 69 miles through several
communities to the south. It’s also a hit with
in-line skaters and horseback riders who
enjoy the rolling countryside. Other routes
include Brushy Creek Trail in Webster
County; Raccoon Valley Trail in Guthrie
County; Dickinson County Recreation Trail;
Sauk Rail Trail in Carroll and Sac counties;
Upper Nishnabotna Trail in Shelby County;
Storm Lake Trail; the trails at Waubonsie
State Park; and nine trails within Sioux City.
Besides these trails, there are other types. The
Loess Hills Scenic Byway runs from north of
Sioux City south to the Missouri border, tak-
ing in many “sites and sights” of this famous
range of hills. And there’s the Inkpaduta
Canoe Trail, which starts on the Little Sioux
River at Spencer and flows south from there.
For historic trails, visit the new Western
Historic Trails Center in Council Bluffs and
learn about the roles the Lewis and Clark,
Oregon, California and Mormon trails
played in our nation’s history.

Up, Up and Away

Watch them soar during the hot-air balloon
festivals in Storm Lake and Creston every
summer. Take off for Greenfield’s lowa Avia-
tion Preservation Center, which has artifacts
and aircraft concerning lowa’s aviation histo-
ry. Among its displays are the World War II
student pilot trainer, man-sized gliders, Tiger
Moth biplanes, and an A-7 attack bomber
recently flown by the Iowa Air National
Guard. The Mid-American Air Museum,
located near the Sioux City Gateway Airport,
has aircraft and displays related to military,
sport and commercial aviation.

Views

For vistas and views in western lowa, few can
compare with those that overlook the valley
of the Missouri River, including Waubonsie
State Park, Murray Hill near the town of Lit-
tle Sioux, the Loess Hills Wildlife Area north
of Turin, the Hitchcock Nature Area in Pot-
tawattamie County and the War Eagle Mon-
ument in Sioux City. Enjoy other views while
traveling along the Loess Hills Scenic Byway
and Towa Highway 44 as it meanders across
rolling terrain.

Welcome Centers

Our Welcome Centers live up to their names,
and more. At the Sergeant Floyd Welcome
Center in Sioux City, there’s plenty of river-
boat history. A “village” — which includes

a log cabin, a one-room schoolhouse, and
many historical artifacts — are part of the
Harrison County Welcome Center near
Missouri Valley, where cherry juice is part
of the hospitality. In Elk Horn, you can tour
the inside of a windmill built in Denmark
more than a century ago, disassembled, and
rebuilt here to honor the region’s Danish
immigrants.

Xtra! X-tra!

So screamed newspaper headlines across the
nation in 1912, when eight people were
found axed to death in the J.B. Moore House
in the small town of Villisca. Despite the
closeness of neighboring houses and evidence
that the murderer took his or her time, no
one was ever convicted of the crime —
although there was one suspect who was
acquitted. The house is now part of the
Olson-Linn Museum, which also houses
Towa’s largest collection of pre-1930s vehicles.

Yuletide

Celebrate midwinter cheer in western Iowa
with Weihnachsfest in Manning, Julefest in
Elk Horn, Sinterklass Day in Orange City,
the Antique Christmas Walk and the Swedish
Santa Lucia Festival in Stanton. Check out
the seasonal decorations at the General
Dodge House, a 19th century mansion in
Council Bluffs, and Bedstemor’s historical
home in Elk Horn. Or join the citizens of
Dunlap on their annual, mile-long pilgrim-
age to a nativity scene located just outside
the community.

Zenith

The highest point in Towa was long thought
to be the Ocheyedan Mound, just east of the
community of Ocheyedan near the lowa
Great Lakes. However, with the introduction
of sophisticated measuring equipment, the
Ocheyedan Mound was “lowered” to second
place. Although it’s still a great place to hike
through prairie grasses and flowers and look
over the surrounding fields, it has been
replaced by a simple rise (1,670 feet above
sea level) in a farm field just north of the
town of Sibley. Although on private land, this
highest point in the state may be reached
with the owners’ permission.
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Itineraries

he western lowa itineraries that follow are an atlas of lowa attractions. Each is a map, an idea source,

a guide. Plan a trip “by the book” or wander off the beaten path. From departure to destination, each trip

is designed for well-timed good times. For assistance in planning your western lowa itineraries, contact the

Western lowa Tourism Region, the local Convention and Visitors Bureau, or Chamber of Commerce.

WINDMILLS AND FERRIS WHEELS

Morning
Atrrive Sioux City. Sioux City’s Art Center show-
cases regional and national artistic masterpieces.
The center’s permanent collection includes work
by Inness, Stillman and Picasso. Continue on to
the Sioux City Public Museum, housed in a
23-room Romanesque mansion built nearly a
century ago.

Afternoon
The Sergeant Floyd Welcome Center and River-
boat Museum will introduce you to Missouri
River area history. See the Sergeant Floyd
Monument, a reminder of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition, which passed through the area in
1804. Investigate the unusual architecture of the
Woodbury County Courthouse, and view its
historic murals and stained glass.

Evening
Enjoy a quiet dinner at K.D. Station, and stroll
through a unique collection of shops in this
restored 1910-era building. Or choose from
two restaurants and hours of excitement on the

Belle of Sioux City Riverboat Casino. Overnight

Northwest lowa in three days.

Morning

Arrive Orange City. A “touch of Dutch” in most
of Orange City’s attractions makes its ethnic her-
itage apparent. Admire The Old Mill, a working

Dutch windmill; tiptoe through tulip gardens;
browse in quaint Dutch shops; and sample the
local bakeries’ mouthwatering Dutch pastries.

Afternoon
Arrive lowa Great Lakes. Board the Queen IT
on big blue Lake Okoboji for a sightseeing tour
around lowa’s premier resort area. Go on an
afternoon shopping spree or charter a private
yacht. Visit Arnolds Park Amusement Park for
rides, games, arcades, restaurants and dancing.

Evening
Dine in a fine restaurant in this unique resort
community, and then watch the curtain rise on
a production by the Okoboji Summer Theater
group. Overnight Okoboji.

Morning
Visit the site of the 1857 Spirit Lake Massacre,
the Abbie Gardner Sharp Cabin on West
Okoboji. Then, stop to see the ever-changing
gallery of masterpieces showcased at the Lakes
Art Center.

Afternoon/Evening
Arrive West Bend. Visit the Grotto of the
Redemption built from gems and ornamental
stones. View a reconstructed pioneer sod house.

Arrive Fort Dodge. You can visit the Fort
Museum and Frontier Village, and tour a
replica of the fort that protected settlers from
the Sioux Indians. Visit the Blanden Memorial
Art Museum. Take in a movie after dinner.
Opvernight Fort Dodge.

For more detailed information on this itinerary,
contact the lowa Division of Tourism at
515-242-4770.
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LIGHTS, CAMERA, ACTION

Itineraries
THE HEART OF AMERICA
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A two-day southwest lowa adventure. From Donna Reed to a Danish Windmill, a three-day tour of the center of western lowa.
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DAY ONE

Morning

Start off the day with a tour of the historic side
of Council Bluffs at the General Dodge House
and at the Squirrel Cage Jail, where a drum-
shaped set of cells once held prisoners. Also,
visit the RailsWest Railroad Museum, which
recalls the history of Council Bluffs when it
was the nation’s fifth-largest rail center.

Then head for the hills — the Loess Hills!
Formed by windblown particles 10,000 to
14,000 years ago, these unique Loess Hills are
the only one of their kind found in the Western
Hemisphere.

After lunch, arrive in Glenwood for a tour of the
American Indian section of the city’s museum,
which is augmented by a re-creation of an earth

lodge used by the original inhabitants of the hills.

Afternoon
Enjoy scenery at Waubonsie State Park and roll
through Sidney, home of Towa’s largest rodeo.
After experiencing an old-time soda fountain in
Penn Drug, it’s on to Shenandoah, where we
learn the history of the nursery industry with
Earl May and Henry Fields. Next, tour the
Clarinda birthplace of musician Glenn Miller,
who fathered the big sound of swing.

Venture a bit farther east to a spot where some
people might have asked, “Is this Heaven? No,
it’s Icaria.” Well, it was heaven for a while near
Corning, where some tried to make a Utopia-on-
earth come true. Top off the day with an authen-
tic French dinner. Travel to Red Oak and
overnight.

DAY TWO

Morning
Take a heritage tour on the way to Stanton —
settled by Swedish immigrants, whose descen-
dants created a historical center about that
immigration experience and the town’s early
days. Remember to look up to see the famous
coffeepot-shaped water tower.

Although Iowa is known for raising cattle and
hogs, expect something distinctly different at an
exotic animal ranch in Mount Ayr. Later, it’s on
to the community of Afton for lunch and shop-
ping at some unique stores.

Afternoon
The afternoon starts in Creston, which has a his-
toric village and a marvelously renovated depot.
The depot holds the city hall, senior citizen cen-

ter, restored waiting room and history center.

Then it’s off into the wild blue yonder at the
Towa Aviation Preservation Center in Greenfield.
Formerly a private collection, these vintage air-
craft built prior to World War II are an adjunct
to the state’s Aviation Hall of Fame, which hon-
ors Towans who have “dared in the air.”

As the route returns to Council Bluffs, pause
to visit the Hitchcock House near Lewis, a stop
on the road to freedom for many men and
women who braved the famous Underground
Railroad to escape enslavement during the
pre-Civil War years.

The last stop will be a visit to the Doll House,

a century-old cottage that is home to more than
a thousand dolls. Be sure to see a doll, collectible
or antique that brings back memories of child-
hood days here in Griswold. Overnight in
Council Bluffs.

DAY ONE
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Morning

Many remember the career of a young girl named
Donnabell Mullenger who left her ITowa home-
town of Denison for Hollywood to earn a living
— and an Academy Award — as Donna Reed.
Her hometown remembers her, too, with annual
workshops hosted by Reed’s family and nationally
recognized friends in the entertainment industry.

A tour of the McHenry House, which serves as
the local historical center, showcases the Oscar
won by Reed for her performance in From Here
to Eternity. Then it’s off to visit the newly
restored theater and enjoy treats at the candy
kitchen visited often by the actress in her youth.
Save time for a stop at the Dow House, too —
a historic countryside mansion.

Then head for the hills — the Loess Hills!
Formed by windblown particles 10,000 to 14,000
years ago, these unique hills are the only loess
formations of this depth found in the Western
Hemisphere.

Later, go Deutsche, visiting Iowa’s German
Colonies, and enjoy an authentic lunch. Tours
of the area’s German Catholic churches are popu-
lar among motorcoach groups.

Afternoon
Now turn southwest to Missouri Valley to visit
an Iowa Welcome Center. This Harrison County
facility is also home to an Iowa products store
and a historical village, including an authentic
log cabin, schoolhouse and little chapel.

Entering the flood plain of the Missouri River,
the De Soto National Wildlife Refuge — along-
side the Mighty Mo — contains a portion of the
old river channel which draws hundreds of thou-
sands of snow geese each fall as they migrate
south. In turn, the geese draw thousands of peo-
ple interested in watching this natural wonder.

Besides wildlife, De Soto is where the steamboat
Bertrand sank at the end of the Civil War. On her
way to the Montana gold fields, she contained
both everyday necessities and valuable items of
19th century American frontier life. Ship and
cargo soon became covered with mud, which
perfectly preserved the artifacts until recovered a
century later. Now these items provide a detailed
glimpse of yesteryear in a climate-controlled room.

Evening
For those who enjoy the night life, an optional
trip is always available — gaming and entertain-
ment at Council Bluffs’ casinos! Overnight in

Council Bluffs.

DAY TWO

Morning
Begin with a tour of the 1870 mansion built by
Grenville Dodge, Civil War general and railroad
builder, who was director of the first transconti-
nental railroad.

Then it’s off to the nearby community of Walnut.
Some years ago, the community resurrected the
local economy by banding together to sell
antiques — making this lowa’s Antique Capital
and a top attraction. Visitors can always find
something older than themselves — guaranteed!

A couple of miles east in Elk Horn, see an auth-
entic Danish windmill! It was built in Denmark in
1848, dismantled, shipped to Elk Horn, and
rebuilt in 1976 to honor all Danes. Elk Horn is
the largest rural Danish community in the United
States, and the immigration story is re-created at
the Danish Immigrant Museum.

Sample a Danish luncheon before visiting
Kimballton. There, you'll see the statue of
“The Little Mermaid.” It’s a replica of the one
found in Copenhagen and made famous by
Hans Christian Andersen.

Afternoon
Driving through the heart of “T-Bone Country,”
see the 45-ton statue of a Hereford bull named
Albert. He stands 30 feet tall, 15 feet wide, and is
Audubon’s tribute to the Iowa beef industry. The
town was named after the world-famous painter
and ornithologist, John James Audubon, and-a
statue was recently erected in the park to honor him.

Stop at the Garst Farm Resort in Coon Rapids
for a farm tour and draft-horse ride. Next, head
for the county-seat community of Carroll for a
tour of local sites and dinner. Overnight in
Carroll.

DAY THREE

Morning
Stop in the small town of Mt. Carmel to take in
the architectural splendor of a country church
that looks more like a big city wonder. Then it’s
time to visit the Prairie Pedlar near Odebolt,
where one of the best collections of prairie flora
in the Upper Midwest is grown — in the charm-
ing flower and herb gardens by Jane Hogue,
columnist for Country America magazine.

A mid-morning snack is served at The Inn at
Battle Creek, a bed-and-breakfast established in a
large, historic home that has earned AAA’s three-
diamond rating for excellence.

Next, visit Cherokee and the Sanford Planetari-
um, one of only three public planetariums in the
state. No matter what time of day it is, the stars
always shine here!

Onawa’s Casino Omaha offers an all-you-can-eat
buffet. One of Towa’ first casinos, this is where
visitors find winning entertainment and elegant
style, with a full array of gaming excitement.



ACCOMMODATIONS
Adair Budget Inn
Best Western Jesse James Inn

Adams County

(includes Corning and Prescott)

A vibrant picturesque community
nestled among the rolling hills in
the heart of southwest lowa, Adam’s
County was the home of Icaria, a
French communal colony from
1852-1898. Named for the colony,
Lake Icaria is a 1,900-acrespark with
a 700-acre lake. Davis Avenue
boasts many unique shops housed
in preserved historic buildings for
your shopping pleasure. For more
information, contact:
Adams County Tourism and
Historic Preservation Network,
710 Davis Ave., Corning 50841;
515-322-5229; fax: 515-322-4387;
www.mddc.com/corning1.html;
e-mail: acedc@mddc.com.
Population
4,866; founded in 1857
Services
Tour planner
Calendar of events
Color slides
Multilingual (limited to French)
Suggested itineraries
Video
Brochure shell
Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance
Meals
Ground transportation
Staff escort
Currency Exchange
Okey-Vernon Bank, 701 Davis Ave.
515-322-3101
Disposal Stations
Lake Icaria, H33 entrance to
Modern Campground
515-322-4793 (Park Office)
Corning, Seventh and John St.
515-322-4230 (City Hall Clerk)
Industries
Brown Bear Corp, Midwest Prod-
ucts, Precision Pulley (two plants),
Uarco, Crestland Co-op, agricul-
ture, Hawkeye Machine and
Tool, Professional Advertising
Techniques, health — Midwest
Opportunities, Alegent Health
Mercy Hospital

ATTRACTIONS

Adams County Speedway
1200 John St., Corning 50841
712-785-3271; fax: 712-785-3272
Early Apr.-2nd weekend in Sep.;
Sat. gates open at 5 p.m., racing at
7:30 p.m.
NASCAR Winston Racing Series.
Fastest 1/2-mile dirt track in Iowa.
Classes: Grand Am late models and
modifieds, pro streets.

* Handicapped-accessible

 Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

Kline Museum
Main Street, Prescott 50859
515-322-5229; fax: 515-322-4387
Memorial Day-Labor Day, 1-4 Sun.
Collection of antique farm machinery
and cars, including fully restored
1911 Carter car.

* Reservations required

(7-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

« Tour size: 30 to 45

* Tour length: 1-1/2 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

TOURS

AgriCULTURE Tour
710 Davis Ave., Corning 50841
515-322-5229; fax: 515-322-4387
www.mddc.com/corningl.html
e-mail: acedc@mddc.com
May-Sep., 9-4 daily
AgriCULTURE Tours can be
custom-designed to the interests of
the group. A variety of several farm
sites, different farm operations
(Christmas tree, ostrich), demon-
stration plots, a museum, a value-
added kitchen, and a “hired man”
dinner at noon.

* Reservations required

(30-day notice)

 Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 30 to 45

* Tour length: 4 to 6 hours

* Free guide services

CRP Research and
Demonstration Farm

1 mile north of Corning on 148
1/2 mile east, 603 Seventh St.
Corning 50841
515-322-3184; fax: 515-322-3184
May-Oct. (guided tours by appoint-
ment or self-guided tours)
This project makes use of CRP acres
for research and demonstration of
alternatives to row crop production
on land which is likely to erode.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

 Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: no limit

* Tour length: 1 to 4 hours

* Free guide services

Icaria Heritage
and Garden Tour
710 Davis Ave., Corning 50841
515-322-5229; fax: 515-322-4387
www.com/corning1.html
e-mail: acedc@mddc.com
Spring, summer, fall,
10-4 Mon.-Sun.
Ideal tour for historians, Francophiles,
utopian scholars, educators, gardeners
and history buffs.

* Reservations required

(30-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 30 to 45

* Tour length: 5-1/2 to 6 hours

* Free guide services

Le festival
de L'Heritage Francais

710 Davis Ave., Corning 50841
515-322-5229; fax: 515-322-4387
www.mddc.com/corning1.html
e-mail: acedc@mddc.com
One-day spring festival,
9 am.-11 p.m.
Groups receive special treatment at
this event, which features a parade;
entertainment stage; heritage tour;
flower, quilt and art show; wine
garden; cabaret; French market;
and wine seminar.

* Reservations required

(60-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 30 to 45

* Free guide services

ATTRACTIONS

Albert City
Historical Museum

212 N. Second St., Box 431
Albert City 50510
712-843-5684
Memorial Day-Labor Day, 2-5, or
by appointment
Four-building complex. Early 1900
furnishings, dishes, linens, ice box.
Children’s room, sewing room, early
1900 clothing, family pictures.
Advertisements of Albert City
merchants. Depot listed in National
Register of Historic Places. Bullet
holes and guns from 1901 shoot-
out. Railroad memorabilia. Fine
china and glassware, Goebel Hummel
figurines and plates, other plates,
music boxes, pump organ, and
instruments of pioneer doctors,
dentists and beauticians.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

. Admission fee

* Tour length: 1-1/2 to

2-1/2 hours
e Free guide services

Only 15 miles from Grotto of the
Redemption, Algona features great
shopping and quality of life in the
Heartland. For more information,
contact:
Algona Area Chamber of
Commerce, 123 E. State St,,
Algona 50511; 515-295-7201;
fax: 515-295-5920;
www.algona.org;
e-mail: chamber@ncn.net.
Population

6,015
Services

Calendar of events
Industries

Snap-On Inc., Hormel,

Pioneer Hi-Bred International,

Pharmacists Mutual, SBEMCO,

Universal, Murphy Family Farms

by,
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ATTRACTIONS

Nativity Scene
Kossuth County Fairgrounds
Algona 50511
515-295-7163
www.algona.org
e-mail: chamber@ncn.net
Beginning Dec., 2-9 Sun., noon-9
Christmas Day, 2-6 Dec. 31
Scene was constructed by six
prisoners at the POW camp during
WW II, with more than 60 half-
life-size figures.

* Reservations required

(1-month notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Free guide services

ACCOMMODATIONS
Americlnn Hotel and Suites
Burr Oak Motel

This quiet little community
offers boating and swimming on its
beautiful lake. Its unique library is
made of native stone collected from
local farms. You can also enjoy
ultra-light plane rides at its airport,
an 18-hole golf course, and new
nature and bike trails. For more
information, contact:
Anita Chamber of Commerce,
P.O. Box 206, Anita 50020;
712-762-3947.
Population

1,068; founded in 1875
Services

Calendar of events

Suggested itineraries
Disposal Stations

Lake Anita; 712-762-3564
Industries

Farming

Arnolds Park

(see Okoboji/lowa Great Lakes)

ATTRACTIONS

Nishnabotna Ferry House
‘W. Minnesota St.
601 W. 29th St., Atlantic 50022
By appointment
The Ferry House, located on West
Minnesota Street, was the home
used by the ferry keeper and his
family in the 1850s. Under restora-
tion, it will be used as an interpre-
tive center of area trails. A National
Park Service interpretive panel fea-
turing the Mormon Pioneer Trail is
located on the grounds.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour size: 10 to 40

* Tour length: 30 to 60 minutes

* Free guide services

TOUR OPERATORS

Four Corners Travel

ACCOMMODATIONS
Econo Lodge Motel
Super 8 Motel

(includes Exira and Gray)
Audubon County boasts Exira’s
“Plow in the Oak” park and even
buffalo at Littlefield Recreation
Area. From Brayton’s “Tree in the
Center of the Road” to Gray’s
Heritage Rose Garden, there is
something for everyone! For more

information, contact:
Audubon County Tourism,
800 S. Market St., Audubon 50025;
712-563-2742; fax: 712-563-2537;
www.netins.net/showcase/audubonco;
e-mail: aced@netins.net.
Population

7,500 (county); founded in 1878
Services

Calendar of events

Color slides

Suggested itineraries

B/W photos

Step-on guides
Disposal Stations

Albert the Bull Park

South Audubon

Industries

Agriculture

ATTRACTIONS

Albert the Bull
South edge of Audubon on Hwy. 71
East Division and Stadium Dr.
Audubon 50025
712-563-2742
www.netins.net/showcase/audubonco
The world’s largest bull. Thirty feet
tall and 45 tons of steel and concrete,
erected as a tribute to Audubon
County’s beef industry. Just 15 miles
north of 1-80, midway between
Des Moines and Omaha.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

Audubon County
Courthouse Museum

Corner of Washington and
Kilworth, PO. Box 2
Exira 50076
712-563-2742, 712-563-3984
fax: 712-563-2537
www.netins.net/showcase/audubonco
All year, 1-4 Sun., or by appointment
Featuring the history of Audubon
County, especially Exira. Antique
machinery, old clothes, glassware,
antique furniture and toys.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour length: 30 minutes

* Guide services available for a fee

John James Audubon Statue
City Park, 405 Washington St.
Audubon 50025
712-563-2742
www.netins.net/showcase/audubonco
Seven-foot bronze statue commis-
sioned to honor the naturalist John
James Audubon for whom the
county and town were named.
Russ Christensen of Neola sculpted
the statue.

* Handicapped-accessible

Nathaniel Hamlin Park
Audubon 50025
712-563-2742
www.netins.net/showcase/audubonco
e-mail: aced@netins.net
June-Aug., 1-4, or by appointment
Includes museum, wilderness area,
seven acres of native timber, antique
farm machinery, world’s largest nail
collection, a little red schoolhouse,
and 18 antique windmills donated
by local farmers.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 30 minutes

* Free guide services

TOURS

The Heritage Rose Garden
Main Street, PO. Box 34
Gray 50110-0034
712-563-3066
June-Sep., sunrise to sunset,
guided tours by appointment
Garden featuring roses on arbors,
pergolas and arches and in beds.
Some perennials incorporated into
rose beds. All roses labeled with
name, type and honoree (in whose
name it was given).

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Guide services available for a fee

ATTRACTIONS

Sweet Vale of Avoca
Heritage Museum

North Elm, Avoca
712-343-2477
May-Sep. 15, 1-4 daily
Historical displays and largest
collection in southwest lowa of
taxidermy animals from all over the
world collected by a local resident.
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Free guide services

For more information on Western lowa Motorcoach Services, Tour Operators
28 and Accommodations, refer to the charts beginning on Page 57.
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ATTRACTIONS
Battle Hill Museum
of Natural History
Hwy. 175 E., Battle Creek 51006
712-365-4414, 712-365-4998
www.elwood.pionet.net/-bhmuseum/
e-mail: bhmuseum@pionet.net
June-Aug., 1-5 Sun., and by
appointment year round
More than 4,000 natural history
specimens on display. Full-mount
African elephant, giraffe, tiger and
more. Replica limestone cave with
100 feet of trails. Specimens from
nearby rivers, 545-pound
giant clam.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 100 maximum

* Tour length: 1 to 1-1/2 hours

* Free guide services

Bedford

The white courthouse clock tower
presiding serenely over the town
and the church spires piercing the
sky make Bedford a quaint town
symbolic of rural America. Its
collection of pristine, historically
significant architecture is unique.
The town is also home to a
beautiful historical museum, many
historical buildings, and a variety
of antique and specialty shops.

For more information, contact:
Pride in Bedford Tourism,

307 Main St., Bedford 50833;
712-523-2234; fax: 712-523-2234;

e-mail: baed@bedford.heartland.net.

Population
1,570; founded in 1853
Services
Calendar of events
Suggested itineraries
Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance
Staff escort
Industries
Luggage manufacturing, sewing,
farming, precision tooling, farm
equipment upholstery

Taylor County Courthouse
405 Jefferson, Bedford 50833
712-523-2280; fax: 712-523-2274
e-mail:
countya@bedford.heartland.net
All year, 8-4:30 Mon.-Fri.
This courthouse is a nationally
registered historical landmark.
The cornerstone was laid in June of
1892. Many rooms have fireplaces,
and a spiral wrought-iron staircase
leads to the back of the courtroom.
There is a Seth Thomas clock in the
dome — one of only 82 of this
model ever built.

* Free guide services

Taylor County
Historical Museum

Hwy. 2 W., Bedford 50833
712-523-2041
Apr. 1-Dec. 25, 1-5 Tue.-Sun.
Schoolhouse, log cabin, jail,
bank/printing office, caboose,
chapel and round barn. Hand-
carved miniature circus on display.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice for guided tour)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

« Tour length: 2 hours max.

* Free guide services

Taylor County Round Barn
1001 Pollock Blvd., Hwy. 2 W.
Bedford 50833
712-523-2041
Apr.-Dec., 1-5 Tue.-Sun.
A magnificent structure described as
perhaps the first “true” round barn
ever built in Iowa. A rare feature is
the circular track hanging from the
haymow floor supporting a Louden
Litter Bucket. This scoop-shaped
bucket was used for cleaning stalls.

* Reservations required

(1- to 2-day notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking

* Free guide services

Braddyville

TOUR OPERATORS

Neihart Tours and Travel

e S——
ATTRACTIONS
Life’s Exhibits — The Play, Life
2953 Delta Ave.
Bridgewater 50837-8015
515-369-2391
800-852-5072 (U.S.)
fax: 515-369-4961
e-mail: markhilde@juno.com
May 30-Sep. 1 (Labor Day), daily
except Tue. and Thu., starting times
for play: 10 a.m., noon and 5 p.m.
A journey through life starting with
the creation of the universe with
star (60-foot diameter) land-form
and animate displays.

* Reservations required

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

« Tour size: 1 to 45

* Tour length: 3 to 4 hours

* Free guide services

A community on the go, the city is
always taking on new projects and
expanding existing ones. Caring for
people and their future is important
in Carroll County. For more infor-
mation, contact:
Carroll Chamber of Commerce,
223 W. Fifth, PO. Box 307,
Carroll 51401; 712-792-4383;
fax: 712-792-4384;
www.carrollia.com\coc;
e-mail: cchamber@netins.net.
Population

9,579; founded in 1867
Services

Calendar of events

Suggested itineraries

Brochure shell

Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance

Ground transportation

Staff escort
Currency Exchange

Carroll County State Bank

126 W. Sixth; 712-792-3567

Disposal Stations

Swan Lake State Park, Ree. 1

712-792-4383

Industries

Manufacturing-aerospace

operation, windows, health care,

transportation

ATTRACTIONS
Carroll County
Historical Museum
123 E. Sixth, 704 W. 15th St.
Carroll 51401
712-792-3933
May-Oct., 1-4 daily, or
by appointment
Former Carnegie Library listed as
National Historic Place. Features
historical items that tell the story of
Carroll County. Also, the pioneer
log cabin and Little Red School-
house in Graham Park.

* Reservations required

(48-hour notice)
* Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour

* Free guide services

Swan Lake
Farmstead Museum

22811 Swan Lake Dr.
Carroll 51401
712-792-4614
May-Oct., 5 2.m.-10:30 p.m.
A combination of agricultural
machinery displayed in an old red
barn with barn animals located
adjacent to it. Conservation displays
and mounted animals in the hayloft.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 45 maximum

* Tour length: 1/4 to 1 hour

* Free guide services

TOURS

Business/Iindustry Tours
of Carroll by Carroll
Chamber of Commerce

223 W. Fifth, PO. Box 307
Carroll 51401
712-792-4383; fax: 712-792-4384
e-mail: cchamber@netins.net
All year, 8:30-5 Mon.-Fri.

* Reservations required

(3-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

« Tour size: no limit

* Tour length: 1/2 hour to all day

* Free guide services

For more information on Western lowa Motorcoach Services, Tour Operators
30 h and Accommodations, refer to the charts beginning on Page 57.
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Carroll County Solid Waste
Management Commission
R.R. 3, Box 17, Carroll 51401
712-792-5001; fax: 712-792-5074
e-mail: ccswmc@netins.net
All year, 8-4 Mon.-Fri.
The recycling center processes
recyclable material from a six-
county area. Visitors will see the
process from the beginning (haulers
bringing in material) to the finished
product (baled plastics, granulated
plastics, crushed glass, etc.).

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: up to 60

* Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour

* Free guide services

A Christmas Carroll — Carroll
Chamber of Commerce

223 W. Fifth, PO. Box 307
Carroll 51401
712-792-4383; fax: 712-792-4384
www.carrollia.com\coc
e-mail: cchamber@netins.net
Annually, week after Thanksgiving
(by reservation)
One-day bus tour with a Dickens
theme. One price includes coffee
and treat, lunch, dinner, theater
production, Christmas photo,
festival of trees, mansion tours,
animated lighting display, and a
“dickens” of an escort.

* Reservations required

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: no limit

* Tour length: all day

* Free guide services

Herald Publishing —
Daily Times Herald

508 N. Court, PO. Box 546
Carroll 51401
712-792-3573; fax: 712-792-5218
Daily, 6-6
Press run daily between 1:30 and
2:00 p.m.
* Reservations required
(1-week notice)
* Motorcoach parking
* Tour size: no limit
* Tour length: 45 to 60 minutes
* Free guide services

New Hope Village
Box 887, E. 18th St., Carroll 51401
712-792-5500; fax: 712-792-9944

All year, 8:30-11:30 a.m. and 1-3 p.m.

View a caring, compassionate
agency with qualified staff provid-
ing quality services to adults with
mental and physical disabilities.

* Reservations required

(1-week norice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 2 to 50

* Tour length: 1/2 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

MOTORCOACH SERVICES

Windstar Lines, Inc.

TOUR OPERATORS
Town and Country Travel

ACCOMMODATIONS
Best Western Holiday
Burke Inn

Carrollton Inn
Super 8 Motel

Cherokee

Sanford Museum and
Planetarium
117 E. Willow, Cherokee 51012
712-225-3922
All year, 9-5 Mon.-Fri., noon-5
Sat.-Sun., closed national holidays
The Sanford Museum has perma-
nent exhibits on the history and
prehistory of northwest Iowa.
Our West Gallery holds temporary
exhibits on a variety of subjects.
The Planetarium is the first in the
state of lowa and includes programs
on the seasonal night sky.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)
* Tour size: 10 to 75

ACCOMMODATIONS
Best Western, La Grande Hacienda

Clarinda is proud to be the birth-
place of Big Band leader Glenn
Miller and the 4-H international

movement. The annual Glenn

Miller Festival is held on the second

weekend in June. Activities include
various concerts, jazz bands, stage
shows, the Glenn Miller Orchestra
and a Big Band dance. For more
information, contact:
Clarinda Association of
Business and Industry,
200 S. 15th St., Clarinda 51632;
712-542-2166; fax: 712-542-4113;
www.compunetweb.com/cabi;
e-mail: cabi@clarinda.heartland.net.
Population
5,933; founded in 1853
Services
Tour planner
Calendar of events
Color slides
Suggested itineraries
B/W photos
Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance
Staff escort
Disposal Stations
Clarinda Municipal Airport
La Perla St.; 712-542-3010
Industries
Lisle Corporation, NSK/NSK-
AKS Corporation, Clarinda
Company
ATTRACTIONS
Glenn Miller
Birthplace Home
601 S. Glenn Miller Ave.
122 W. Garfield, Clarinda 51632
800-649-9463; fax: 712-542-3784
www.westwindtravel.com
e-mail:brendap@clarinda.heartland.net
All year, by appointment, 8-5
Glenn Miller was born in this house
on March 1, 1904. The home was
purchased by his daughter in 1989
and has since been restored to its
original construction. People from
around the world now visit this
historic site.
* Reservations required
(24-hour notice)
* Motorcoach parking
* Admission fee
* Tour size: 5 to 50
* Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour
* Guide services available for a fee

Glenn Miller

Goldenrod School
1600 S. 16th St., PO. Box 393
Clarinda 51632
712-542-3073
All year, Tue.-Sun., 1-5 May-Oct.,
2-4 Nov.-Apr.
Birthplace of the 3-H and 4-H
movement. Specializes in “Country
School Classes” for young and old.
* Reservations required
(2-hour notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Admission fee
* Tour size: 1 to 50+
* Tour length: 30 to 90 minutes
* Free guide services

Nodaway Valley
Historical Society
1600 S. 16th St., PO. Box 393
Clarinda 51632
712-542-3073
All year, 1-5 May-Oct., 2-4 Nov.-Apr.
Birthplace of 3-H and 4-H,
Clarinda A’s baseball, Glenn Miller
and his Big Band music, Page
County Courthouse restoration,
natural history exhibit, early settler
history, local businesses and agricul-
tural machinery. View videotapes on
local history topics. Large genealogy
library available for research.

* Reservations required

(2-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Tour size: 1 to 150

* Tour length: 90 minutes

* Free guide services
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Page County Courthouse
112 E. Main St., Clarinda 51632
712-542-3219; fax: 712-542-5019
All year, 8-4:30 Mon.-Fri.
Completely restored after an exten-
sive fire in 1991. The courthouse
features a clock tower, stained-glass
window restored to its original design
and two-story rotunda decorated
with the national, state, county and
clerk’s seals.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 30 to 60 minutes

* Guide services available for a fee

with advance notice

Promenade Around Clarinda
48 blocks surrounding the public
square, Clarinda 51632
712-542-2166
www.compunetweb.com/cabi
e-mail: cabi@clarinda.heartland.net
Self-guided tour with brochure
available at Nodaway Valley
Historical Museum
Join a walking tour of the 1853
original plat of Clarinda, with its
100-foot-wide street called the
“Promenade” located two blocks
outside the public square on all
sides. Private residences are not
open to the public.

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 30 to 60 minutes

* Guide services available for a fee

TOURS

Clarinda Academy
1820 N. 16th St., Clarinda 51632
712-542-3103; fax: 712-542-2907
8-5 Mon.-Fri.
The Clarinda Academy is a school
for adjudicated juvenile males
aged 14 to 18.

* Reservations required

(5-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 1 to 10/guide

* Tour length: 1/2 to 1-1/2 hours

¢ Free guide services

* Minimum age of admission: 18

Clarinda Company
220 N. First St., Clarinda 51632
712-542-5131
800-831-5821 (U.S.)
fax: 712-542-5059
e-mail:
tcchdq@clarinda.heartland.net
24 hours a day
The Clarinda Company is a
textbook company that provides
complete pre-press service.

e Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 5 to 20

* Tour length: 45 to 90 minutes

* Free guide services

* Minimum age of admission: 12

Lisle Corporation
807 E. Main St., PO. Box 89
Clarinda 51632
712-542-5101; fax: 712-542-6591
7-3:30 Mon.-Fri.
The Lisle Corporation is involved
in the production of automotive
specialty tools, creepers, and
original equipment items such as
magnetic plugs and chip detectors.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 5 to 20

* Tour length: 30 to 90 minutes

* Free guide services

* Minimum age of admission: 10
NSK Corporation/NSK-AKS
Precision Ball Company
1100 N. First St., Clarinda 51631
712-542-5121; fax: 712-542-4905
24 hours a day, Mon.-Fri.
NSK Corporation is involved in the
production of ball bearings, and
NSK-AKS Corporation is involved
in the production of steel balls for
ball bearings.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 5 to 20

* Tour length: 1/2 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

TOUR OPERATORS
West Wind Travel

ACCOMMODATIONS
Celebrity Inn

Coon Rapids

TOURS
Garst Farm Resorts
1/2 mile east of Coon Rapids
1390 Hwy. 141,
Coon Rapids 50058
712-684-2964; fax: 712-684-2887
www.farmresort.com
e-mail: gresort@pionet.net
All year; call for hours and
tour schedule
All-day tour can include a guided
tour of the Garst Home Farm
(where Khrushchev visited), a
buffalo burger barbecue, a draft-
horse wagon ride through the river
valley, and a prairie tour. Options
include a guided astronomy tour,
barn dance lessons, a Garst Seed
Company tour, a raptor workshop,
an alternative ag tour, and a farm
conservation tour. Accommodations
for small groups (14 rooms) are
available.

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 20 to 50

* Tour length: 3/4 hour to all day

 Guide services available for a fee

(see Adams County)

Council Bluffs

Nestled in the unique Loess Hills,
Council Bluffs is proud to be the
gateway to the American West. The
Lewis and Clark, Mormon, and Cali-
fornia trails pass through Council
Bluffs on their way west, leaving
behind a variety of attractions for
present-day groups to discover and

enjoy. For more information, contact:

Council Bluffs Convention and
Visitors Bureau, 7 N. Sixth St.,

PO. Box 1565, Council Bluffs 51502;

712-325-1000, 800-228-6878 (U.S.);
fax: 712-322-5698;
www.councilbluffsiowa.com;
e-mail:
cmitten@councilbluffsiowa.com.

Population

54,800; founded in 1853
Motorcoach Affiliations

National Tour Association
Services

Tour planner

Calendar of events

Color slides

Suggested itineraries

B/W photos

Brochure shell

Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance

Meals

Lodging

Staff escort
Disposal Stations

Eldon’s Amoco — no water

Council Bluffs Auto Truck Center
Lake Manawa Exit

Industries

Agriculture, manufacturing,

finance, medicine, retail,

transportation, insurance

Ameristar Casino Hotel

2200 River Rd., PO. Box 1768
Council Bluffs 51502
712-328-8888, 800-700-1012 (U.S.)
fax: 712-328-8882

All year, 24 hours

Riverboat casino operation featuring

1,000 slots, blackjack, craps, roulette.

24-hour family restaurant, buffet
restaurant, upscale steak house,
large sports bar with live entertain-
ment. Enclosed pool, spa and fit-
ness center, Kids Quest children’s
activity center. Historic river town
architectural theme.

* Reservations required

(72-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

 Group rates

* Tour size: 20 to 500

* Tour length: 4 hours

For more information on Western lowa Motorcoach Services, Tour Operators
and Accommodations, refer to the charts beginning on Page 57.

LU UL

)

e ——— ——— —— — — S S S S S S S S S S S S N S N N N N .
VT

9090000000000 909099000009000NNNNN00NCNN
Voveovedediedveovvovvevevvesvvdvuovuovuovuovuovooooo

@

Bluffs Run Casino, Council Bluffs

Bluffs Run Casino

2701 231rd Ave., PO. Box 420
Council Bluffs 51501-6968
712-323-2500, 800-238-2946 (U.S.)
fax: 712-322-9354
www.bluffsrun.com

e-mail: bluffsrun@bluffsrun.com
All year; Casino: 24 hours;
Greyhound Park: 7:15 p.m. Tue.,
4 p.m. Thu.-Fri., 1:30 p.m. Sun.
and Wed., 7:15 p.m. Sat.
Bluffs Run Casino is bigger and
better than ever! Play one of 1,220
slot machines, try your luck at
keno, catch the fast-paced action
of live greyhound racing and thor-
oughbred simulcasting, and satisfy
your appetite at one of four restau-
rants, including the all-u-can-eat
Grand Buffet. Top off the evening
with free live entertainment. RV
Park with 120 stalls, level pads,
private showers, laundry and dump
station now open.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* National Tour Association affiliate

* Group rates

* Tour size: 12 to 300

* Tour length: 4 hours

* Free guide services

Harveys Casino Hotel
One Harveys Blvd.
Council Bluffs 51501
712-329-6000, 800-373-LUCK
fax: 712-329-6490
All year, 24 hours
Casino features 1,200 slot and video
machines, 48 table games including
craps, roulette and blackjack, and
the area’s only live poker room.
Luxury hotel with 251 deluxe
rooms and suites and 21,000-
square-foot convention facility.
Lounge features live entertainment
and televised sporting events.
Restaurants include the Ultimate
Buffet, Riley’s Diner and Beverlee’s
fine-dining rooftop restaurant
(reservations recommended). Free
valet, free airport shuttle, free fitness
center. Riverboat cruises April
through October.

* Reservations required

(48-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour size: 30 minimum

* Tour length: 4 hours

* Free guide services

Historic General Dodge House
605 Third St., 621 Third St.
Council Bluffs 51503
712-322-2406
All year, 10-5 Tue.-Sat., 1-5 Sun.,
closed Jan.
Victorian house-museum built by
Grenville and Mrs. Dodge in
1869-1870. Dodge was a Civil War
general, a railroad builder, a banker
and a politician. Each year the man-
sion is fully decorated for Christ-
mas, exhibiting 20 Christmas trees
in a variety of holiday charm.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

¢ Admission fee

* Tour length: 1 to 1-1/2 hours

* Free guide services

Kanesville Tabernacle
and Park

222 E. Broadway
Council Bluffs 51501
712-322-0500
Apr.-Oct. 9-7, Nov.-Mar. 10-5
Site where Brigham Young was
sustained president of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
in 1847. The setting for election
day polling, cultural events, and
tuition school graduation cere-
monies, this reconstructed log cabin
played a key role in the westward
migration of pioneers on the Mor-
mon Trail.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Free guide services
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Lewis and Clark Monument
and Scenic Overlook

Rainbow Point, N. Eighth St.
Council Bluffs 51503
712-328-4650
800-228-6878 (U.S./Canada)
fax: 712-328-2137
www.councilbluffsiowa.com
All year, 6 a.m.-10 p.m.
This monument honors the expedi-
tion of Lewis and Clark in 1804
and their historic, strategic meeting
with the Oteo Indians. Capture an
expansive westward view from this
historic point. Dedicated in 1936,
it is located in a city park.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Tour length: 20 to 30 minutes

* Guide services available for a fee

RailsWest Railroad Museum
and HO Model Railroad
1512 S. Main St.
Council Bluffs 51503
712-323-5182
Memorial Day-Labor Day: 10-4
Mon., Tue., Thu., Fri., Sat.; 1-5 Sun.
May: 1-5 Sat.-Sun.
Dec.: 1-5 Sat.-Sun.
The former Rock Island Depot,
built in 1899, is the home of the
RailsWest Railroad Museum and
HO Model Railroad. A Burlington
handcar, timetables, historic photos,
dining car memorabilia and uni-
forms are on display. Also on the
grounds are a Rock Island caboose,
U.P. boxcar and U.P. Railway Post
Office car.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour length: 45 to 90 minutes

* Free guide services



Squirrel Cage Jail
226 Pearl, Council Bluffs 51503
712-323-2509
Apr.-May 15: 10-4 Sat., noon-4
Sun.; May 16-Sep. 15: 10-4 Wed.-
Sat., noon-4 Sun.; Sep. 16-Oct.:
10-4 Sat., noon-4 Sun.
Lazy Susan or rotary jail with
authentic wanted or stolen posters.
Weapons that were taken from
prisoners when arrested.

* Reservations required

(5-day notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

e Tour size: 50 maximum

« Tour length: 2 to 2-1/2 hours

* Free guide services

Western Historic
Trails Center

3434 34th Ave. (I-80 Exit 1B)
Council Bluffs 51501
712-366-4900
All year, 9-5 daily; closed Thanks-
giving, Christmas and
New Year’s
The Western Historic Trails Center
is an interpretive center for the
Lewis and Clark Trail, the Mormon
Pioneer Trail, as well as the Oregon
and California trails. Explore a vari-
ety of media, including a 12-minute
film, sculpture, interactive comput-
ers, displays, audio cassettes,
electronic maps, and outdoor
walking paths and trails.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 1 to 1-1/2 hours

PERFORMING ARTS

Chanticleer Community
Theater

712-322-9751
Westfair Amphitheater

Squirrel Cage Jail, Council Bluffs
ACCOMMODATIONS

Ameristar Casino Hotel
Best Western Crossroads

of the Bluffs
Best Western Metro Inn and Suites
Chalet Motor Lodge
Comfort Suites
Council Bluffs Garden Inn
Country Inn and Suites
Days Inn
Econo Lodge
Fairfield Inn
Harveys Casino/Hotel
Heartland Inn
Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites
Interstate Inn
Motel 6
Settle Inn Hotel and Suites
Starlite Motel
Super 8 Motel
Western Inn

Crescent
ATTRACTIONS

Mount Crescent Ski Area
17034 Snow Hill Lane

Crescent 51301

712-545-3850

e-mail: crescent@novia.net

11-9 Mon.-Fri., 9 2.m.-9:30 p.m.
weekends and holidays

Double chair lift, quad chair lift,
complete ski school program

offered. Equipment rentals, snow-
making equipment, ski lodge with
lounge and restaurants.

* Group rates

* Tour size: 20 to 200

* Tour length: 4 to 8 hours

Whether following the Mormon
Trail and stopping at Mt. Pisgah or
visiting the restored depot and hear-
ing the train whistles, you'll be sure
to find abundant history in Creston.
End the day at the Gummi Bear
factory outlet store for dessert. For
more information, contact:
Union County Tourism,
Hwy. 34 W., PO. Box 471,
Creston 50801; 515-782-4405 or
515-782-7021; fax: 515-782-9927;
e-mail: kathy@mddc.com.
Population

8,000; founded in 1869
Services

Tour planner

Calendar of events

Color slides

Suggested itineraries

Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance

Staff escort

Disposal Stations

Green Valley State Park

Creston, 515-782-5131

McKinley Park, Creston

3 Mile Lake, Afton,515-782-7111
Industries

Troili, Inc.; Gummi Bears;

Bunn-O-Matic (coffeemakers);

GITS Manufacturing; Wellmans;

Winnebago; Dekko Heating

Technologies; Van Mark
ATTRACTIONS
C.B. & Q. Restored Depot
116 W. Adams, P.O. Box 471
Creston 50801
515-782-4405, 515-782-7021
fax: 515-782-9927
mddc.com\chamber
All year, 8-5 Mon.-Fri.
Three-story restored C.B. & Q.
Railroad Depot currently houses
city offices. A display of railroad
artifacts may be viewed inside.

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 5 minimum

* Tour length: 30 minutes

* Free guide services

B For more information on Western lowa Motorcoach Services, Tour Operators
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Mount Pisgah/Mormon Trail
Near Lorimor, PO. Box 47
Creston 50801
515-782-4405; fax: 515-782-9927
e-mail: kathy@mddc.com
All year, daylight hours
Mount Pisgah was the winter camp
of the first Mormon Trek from
Nauvoo, Ill., to Salt Lake City. A
monument has been erected at this
site in memory of the thousands
that did not survive that winter.
Witching for campsites and graves.

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 1/4 to 2 hours

* Guide services available for a fee

Union County Historical
Village & Museum

McKinley Park
1101 N. Vine, Creston 50801
515-782-4405, 515-782-4247
e-mail: kathy@mddc.com
June-Aug. and by apppointment,
1-5 seven days a week
Last country school in Union
County, caboose, church, 1880
house, display in museum, 1896
barn, general store. Each building is
staffed by experienced historians.

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 5 to 25

* Tour length: 1 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

Union County Visitors Center
636 New York Ave.
P.O. Box 471, Creston 50801
515-782-4405
e-mail: kathy@mddc.com
Apr.-Dec., 1-5 Mon.-Fri.
Renovated 1931 Phillips 66 gasoline
station dedicated to Union County
entrepreneur Frank Phillips.

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 3 minimum

* Tour length: 5 to 15 minutes

* Free guide services

MOTORCOACH SERVICES
F and M Body Shop

Hi-Crest

Hulett and Son Auto Salvage

TOUR OPERATORS
Overall Travel, Inc.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Berning Motor Inn
Creston Super 8 Motel

ATTRACTIONS

Cylinder Heritage Center
101 Iowa St., PO. Box 98
Cylinder 50528

712-424-3293

May-Oct., 7:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Sat.-Sun.

The one and only town named
“Cylinder” in the country and
maybe the world. The Heritage
Center is located in original 1895
church with stained-glass windows
and pews. Artifacts from town’s
history and railroad items. Only
bank in Palo Alto County to be
open during the Depression with
display-telegraph. 1890 depot at
city park.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour size: 1 to 50

* Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour

* Guide services available for a fee

A vibrant town located in the heart
of west central Iowa. Denison is the
hometown of the late actress Donna
Reed. The Donna Reed Festival for
the Performing Arts is held annually
in June. Each year, the festival
attracts hundreds of visitors and
several Hollywood personalities to
Denison. It is also home to many
other attractions and acts as a gate-
way to the beautiful Loess Hills of
Towa. For more information, contact:
Denison Chamber of
Commerce, 109 N. 14th St.,
Denison 51442; 712-263-5621;
fax: 712-263-5238.

Population
6,700; founded in 1856
Services
Multilingual
Brochure shell
Currency Exchange
Norwest Bank, 1109 W. Broadway
712-263-6121
Crawford County Trust and
Savings Bank, 21 N. Main
712-263-5685
Disposal Stations
Yellowsmoke Park
2235 Yellowsmoke Rd.
712-263-2070
Industries
Farmland Foods, Inc.; IBP;
Custom Ribs; Purity Farms
ATTRACTIONS
Denison Aquatic Fun Center
710 N. 16th, Denison 51442
712-263-8130
June-Aug., 1-8 Sun.-Fri., 1-6 Sat.;
Sep.-May, 3:30-8 Mon.-Fri.,
2-6 Sat.-Sun.
Indoor pool with spa, outdoor pool
with two water slides, children’s
pool, fountain, geysers, miniature
golf course, concessions and
gazebo area.
* Handicapped-accessible
¢ Admission fee

The Donna Reed Center
for the Performing Arts

Broadway and Main Sts.
Denison 51442
712-263-3334
800-336-4692 (U.S./Canada)
fax: 712-263-8026
www.frii.com/donna_reed/
e-mail: dreedfpa@pionet.net
All year, arts center
Houses Donna Reed Foundation
Headquarters, restored 1914
Germania Opera House with both
film and theatrical productions,
miniature model of Bedford Falls,
photos, personal and movie memo-
rabilia from Donna Reed’s life.
Gift items for sale.

* Reservations required

(48-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 45 to 55 maximum

* Tour length: 20 to 60 minutes

* Guide services available for a fee

W.A. McHenry House
1428 First Ave. N., 2134 Rocky Run
Denison 51442
712-263-3806
Memorial Day-Labor Day,
1-4 Wed, Thu., Sun; 1st Sun. in
Dec.-2nd Sun. in Dec.
Lovely Victorian home owned
by Crawford County Historical
Society. Displays and period
furnished rooms. Beautiful wood-
work and inlaid floors. Decorated
for the holidays.

* Reservations required

(10-day notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 12 to 48

* Tour length: 1-1/2 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

ACCOMMODATIONS

Best Western Denison’s Inn

Days Inn
Jo-Mart Motel

ATTRACTIONS

Dow House Historic Site
South Prince St., Dow City 51528
712-263-2693, 712-674-3734
Last week in May-Oct. 1, 1-5
Wed.-Sun.; May and Oct. by
appointment
Stately brick, country home of
prominent county settler. Furnished
in the 1870-1890 era. Carriage
house and three-acre park. Peaceful
country setting and excellent view
of western Towa countryside.

* Reservations required for large

groups (10- to 12-day notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
(1st floor only)

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

e Tour size: 12 to 48

* Tour length: 1-1/2 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

(see German Colonies)
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Danish Windmill
4038 Main St., PO. Box 245
Elk Horn 51531
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MOTORCOACH SERVICES

Northwest Iowa Transportation, Inc.

V000U

ATTRACTIONS

Bedstemor’s House

a Scandinavian-country-style hotel

with Danish hospitality and food.

Visit the largest rural concentration

* Reservations required

. . . 2105 College St., Box 470 Q
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Danish overnight delight, stay in a
Scandinavian-country-style hotel
with Danish hospitality and food.
For more information, contact:
Danish Mill Corp., 4038 Main St.,
PO. Box 245, Elk Horn 51531;
712-764-7472, 800-451-7960 (U.S.);
fax: 712-764-7475;
www.netins.net/showcase/danishmill;
e-mail: windmill@netins.net.
Population
750
Services
Tour planner
Calendar of events
Color slides
Separations
Multilingual
Suggested itineraries
Video
B/W photos
Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance
Meals
Staff escort
Currency Exchange
Shelby County State Bank
4039 Main St.
712-764-5067
Disposal Stations
Prairie Rose State Park
680 Rd. M47, Harlan
712-773-2701
Village Texaco & Cafe
4226 Main, 712-764-5320
Industries
Tourism, farming

House) is a beautifully restored and
fully functioning historic 1908
Danish home. The house is fur-
nished to allow visitors to experi-
ence what a visit to grandmother’s
house might have been like 60 to
80 years ago. Lace curtains, doilies,
wall hangings brought by immi-
grants from Denmark add to the
uniqueness of the home, which is
owned and operated by the Danish
Immigrant Museum.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 10 to 40

* Tour length: 40 to 60 minutes

e Free guide services

The Danish
Immigrant Museum

2212 Washington St., Box 470
Elk Horn 51531
712-764-7001, 800-759-9192
fax: 712-764-7002
e-mail: dkmus@netins.net
All year; May 15-Sep. 15: 9-6
Mon.-Fri., 10-6 Sat., noon-6 Sun.;
Sep. 16-May 14: 9-5 Mon.-Fri.,
10-5 Sat.-Sun.
Your visit to The Danish Immigrant
Museum is a “Journey ... Across
Oceans, Across Time.” Self-guided
exhibits follow the journey of the
emigrants leaving Denmark to
immigrate to America, and explore
the arts and culture developed in
the new American communities.
Features include Victor Borge’s
piano, children’s area, beautifully
landscaped 20-acre site with picnic
tables and prairie restoration.

» Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 10 to 80

* Tour length: 45 to 90 minutes

spring and summer: 8-7 Mon.-Sat.,
10-7 Sun.; closed Christmas and
New Year’s Day
Authentic windmill from Denmark
built in 1848 and transported to
Elk Horn in 1975. Rebuilt by
community volunteers to working
condition. The mill grinds wheat
and rye by wind power. View a
10-minute video, and a guide will
give a tour of the 60-foot mill, gears
and grinding stones. Shop the
largest Danish import gift shop.
The Windmill story is an American
dream come true for the Danish
village of Elk Horn.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

e Group rates

* Tour length: 45 to 60 minutes

* Free guide services

TOURS

Danish Delights

4038 Main, P.O. Box 245

Elk Horn 51531

712-764-7472, 800-451-7960 (U.S.)
fax: 712-764-7475
www.netins.net/showcase/danishmill
e-mail: windmill@netins.net

All year; closed Christmas and

New Year’s; spring and summer: 8-7
Mon-Sat., 10-7 Sun.; fall and winter:
9-5 Mon.-Sat., noon-5 Sun.
Custom-designed Danish tour
includes authentic Danish Wind-
mill, The Danish Immigrant Muse-
um and Bedstemor’s House, which
could include an American coffee
break with Danish pastries. Lun-
cheon or dinner with choice of
Danish or American cuisine. Stay in

* Tour length: 3 to 6 hours
¢ Guide services available for a fee

ATTRACTIONS

Emmetsburg
Welcome Center

1013 Broadway, Emmetsburg 50536
712-852-2283
All year, 9-5 Mon.-Fri.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

Victorian Museum on Main
1700 Block of E. Main
1013 Broadway, Emmetsburg 50536
712-852-2283
Spring-fall, daytime hours
The crown jewel of Emmetsburg’s
many Victorian homes. Built in
1883 by a prominent member of
the community as a wedding gift
to his daughter, the home, which
is part of a four-building museum
complex, is open to visitors. The
interior woodwork and the stained-
and leaded-glass windows are excel-
lent examples of the Victorian era.

* Reservations required

(2- to 3-day notice)
* Motorcoach parking
* Free guide services

ACCOMMODATIONS
IMA Suburban Motel
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ATTRACTIONS

Riverside Hills Ski Area
Hwy. 4, southeast of Estherville
Estherville 51334
712-362-5376, 800-286-5376
e-mail: ragoebel@ncn.net
3:30-9 Wed.-Fri., 10-9 Sat.,
noon-9 Sun., closed Christmas Day
Lighted runs serviced by rope tow
and two T-bars. Snow-making
equipment, ski school, rental and
ski shops, and saloon.

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

ACCOMMODATIONS
Super 8

Fontanelle

TOUR OPERATORS
E. Ann Feich/Ann’s Tours

Fort Dodge

Long known for excellent hospitality,

the community is proud of the Fort
Museum and Frontier Village,
which features American Indian
artifacts, military history, period
furniture, a Karl King Music Room
and the Cardiff Giant Exhibit. Also
home of the first municipal-owned
museum, the Blanden Memorial Art
Museum boasts more than 60 years
of collecting, conserving, preserving,
exhibiting and educating. For more
information, contact:

Fort Dodge Convention &
Visitors Bureau, 1406 Central
Ave., Box N, Fort Dodge 50501;
515-573-4282, 888-573-4282
(U.S.); fax: 515-955-7396;

e-mail: jpmiii@frontiernet.net.

ot seum and Frontier Village, Fort Dodge

Services
Tour planner
Calendar of events
Color slides
Suggested itineraries
Video
B/W photos
Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance
Meals
Ground transportation
Lodging
Staff escort
Currency Exchange
First American Bank
1207 Central Ave.
515-573-2154
Disposal Stations
NW Iowa Transportation
Box 911, 515-576-6494
Industries
Agriculture; mining; manufactur-
ing; animal health research, devel-
opment and production; animal
nutrition

ATTRACTIONS

Blanden Memorial
Art Museum

920 Third Ave. S., Fort Dodge 50501
515-573-2316; fax: 515-573-2317
All year; 10-5 Tue., Wed., Fri;
10-8:30 Thu.; 1-5 Sat.-Sun.
Elegant, neo-classical architecture
houses the first art museum in
Towa. Built in 1930 in a parklike
setting, the Blanden Memorial

Art Museum has a magnificent
permanent collection of Abstract
Expressionism, early 20th century
American masters, oriental and
African art, and 17th to 20th century
European printmakers. In addition
to a continuous display of traveling
exhibitions, the museum hosts

many music, literary, and other

humanities and arts events.
* Reservations required
(24-hour notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
e Tour size: 10 to 50
* Tour length: 20 to 40 minutes
* Free guide services

Fort Museum and
Frontier Village

Business Hwy. 20 and
Museum Rd., Box 1798
Fort Dodge 50501
515-573-4231
May to mid-Oct., 9-6 daily
Reconstructed 1862 military fort
and frontier village of 13 original
and replica buildings. Pioneer, mili-
tary and American Indian exhibits.

* Reservations required

(48-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

e Tour size: 10 to 200

e Tour length: 1 to 3 hours

e Free guide services
TOURS

Community Orchard
2237 160th St., Fort Dodge 50501
515-573-8212
July 15-Dec., 8-7
Autumn operation of an apple
orchard.
* Reservations required
(48-hour notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Tour size: 5 to 100
* Tour length: 30 to 90 minutes
* Free guide services

Budget Travelers Inn
Comfort Inn
Holiday Inn

Super 8 Motel
Towers Motel

T —

(includes Defiance and Earling)

In the rolling hills of Shelby
County, tour the beautiful German
Catholic churches. Don’t miss
Earling’s Gothic St. Joseph Church.
Other points of interest include the
unique Smitty Bee Honey factory,
which has a live bechive display. For
more information, contact:
German Colonies, 640 1700th St.,
Earling 51530; 712-489-2336.
Population

1,000; founded in 1880
Services

Tour planner

Calendar of events

Suggested itineraries

Brochure shell

Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance

Meals

Staff escort
Industries

Agriculture

TOURS

Smitty Bee Honey
208 Main St., Defiance 51527
712-748-4292
All year, 8-5 Mon.-Fri.,
8-noon Sat.
Live beehive under glass.
Tour of facilities.
* Reservations required
(2-week notice)
» Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
e Tour size: 50 maximum
* Tour length: 30 to 90 minutes

* Free guide services 27,000; founded in 1850
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ATTRACTIONS
Mills County
Historical Museum
Glenwood Park, east of the city
square on Business Hwy. 34
Box 255, Glenwood 51534
712-527-5038
Memorial Day-Labor Day,
1:30-4 Sat.-Sun., or by appointment
Southwest lowa American Indian
culture, Mills County pioneer
artifacts, 1900 barn, 1880 school.
Two-cell brick jail, machinery hall
and Burlington Northern caboose.

* Reservations required

(3-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 10 to 50

* Tour length: 1-1/2 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

TOUR OPERATORS
Countryside Travel
ACCOMMODATIONS

Western Inn

For more information, contact:
Gowrie Development Commis-
sion, PO. Box 415, Gowrie 51543;
515-352-3883; www.pvis.com/gdc/;
e-mail: rlumbers@netins.net.

Graettinger

ATTRACTIONS

Horse-Drawn Machinery
and Barn Museum

4279 280th St., just east of
Graettinger 51342
712-859-3318
May-Sep., 9-4 Mon.-Fri.,
1-4 Sat.-Sun.
Horse-drawn machinery, old tools,
34" x 100" barn built in 1946,
hayloft with old, interesting items
such as household antiques.

* Reservations required

(1- to 2-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 1-1/2 to 3 hours

* Free guide services

Greenfield

For more information, contact:
Chamber of Commerce,
PO. Box 61, Greenfield 50849;
515-743-8444;
www.mddc.com/green1.html;
e-mail: greenfld@mddc.com.

ATTRACTIONS

Adair County
Heritage Center

Hwy. 92 W., Box 214
Greenfield 50849
515-743-2232
May 1-Oct. 1, 1-4:30 daily, or by
appointment
Historical museum featuring main
museum building with library and
display rooms. Country school-
house, depot, country church,
birthplace of Governor George
Wilson, city barn, and antique
machinery — all on 10 acres.

* Reservations required

(1/2-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

¢ Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 30 minimum

* Tour length: 2 to 4 hours

* Free guide services

Henry A. Wallace
Country Life Center

PO. Box 363, Greenfield 50849
515-343-7017
Apr.-Oct., 10-5 weekdays,
1-5 weekends
A 40-acre outdoor interpretive site
that features the philosophies, ideas
and achievements of Henry A.
Wallace as demonstrated through
an orchard, gardens, fields and
artists’ interpretations.

* Reservations required

(1-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

¢ Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 1 to 10

e Tour length: 45 to 90 minutes

* Free guide services

lowa Aviation
Preservation Center

Greenfield Airport, PO. Box 31
Greenfield 50849
515-343-7184
www.netins.net/showcase/jmaas/iapa
All year, 10-5 weekdays,
1-5 weekends and holidays
One of only three airplane muse-
ums in lowa and the only one to
focus on Iowa’s aviation history.
Home of the Iowa Aviation Hall
of Fame.

* Reservations required for large

groups (48-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 10 to 50

* Tour length: 45 to 60 minutes

e Free guide services

Miller’s Country Zoo
2964 Hwy. 92
Greenfield 50849
515-743-6345, 515-745-5422
May-Sep., 1-6 Wed.-Sun., and by
appointment
Display of animals and birds, beau-
tiful country setting, landscaped
grounds, highway location, 1860s
furnished prairie log cabin repro-
duction. Animals include bears,
cougars, llamas, fox, raccoon, pea-
cocks, buffalo, monkeys, sheep,
goats, rabbits and deer. Petting
areas with tame animals.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

lowa Aviation Preservation Center, Greenfield

Neely-Kinyon Research Farm
2557 Norfolk Ave.
Greenfield 50849
515-743-8412; fax: 515-743-8412
e-mail: adair@exnet.iastate.edu
Apr.-Oct., 8-4:30 Mon.-Fri.
Unique research, including corn-
breeder plots, soybeans, Canadian
thistle, tree biomass plot, and walking
tour of pasture interseeding plots.
* Reservations required
(1-week notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Tour length: 15 minutes
minimum

* Free guide services

Spend a day in Griswold at the Cass
County Museum and unique stores.
For more information, contact:
Griswold Chamber,
517 Main St., PO. Box 376,
Griswold 51535; 712-778-4332 or
712-778-4712.
Population
1,000; founded in 1879
Services
Suggested itineraries
Brochure shell
Familiarization Assistance
Meals
Lodging
Disposal Stations
Cocklin Fish Farm
1-1/2 N. Griswold, Hwy. 48
712-778-2408
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ATTRACTIONS
Cass County Historical
Society Museum
412 Main, PO. Box 254
Griswold 51535
Memorial Day-end of Oct.,
1:30-4:30 Sun., or by appointment
during the week
Antiques and historical memorabilia
from Cass County, displayed in a
bank from the 1800s listed in the
registry of historical sites.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

¢ Free guide services

Doll House
810 Main St., PO. Box 656
Griswold 51535
712-778-4332
www.netins.net/showcase/dollhouse
e-mail: Betty]@netins.net
Mar.-Dec., 10-5 Tue.-Sat., or by
appointment
A century-old cottage that hundreds
of dolls call home while waiting to
be adopted or admired. House is
furnished in antiques and dolls from
the 1890s to the present, featuring
the Mormon Trails Dolls. Dolls
spend their time sewing, ironing,
baking a cake, eating lunch and
feeding the baby in the high chair,
while babies in the bathroom
take baths.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour size: 1 to 50

* Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour

* Free guide services

Guthrie Center

(see Guthrie County)

(includes Guthrie Center and Panora)

Rich in natural beauty, this area has
more than 40 miles of biking trails,
hiking in Springbrook State Park
and Nations Bridges Park, hunting,
fishing, antique stores and unique
eating establishments. For more
information, contact:
Guthrie County Tourism
Council, PO. Box 44,
Guthrie Center 50115;
515-747-8278;
e-mail: lloyd@pionet.net.
Population
10,500; founded in 1850
Services
Tour planner
Calendar of events
Color slides
Suggested itineraries
B/W photos
Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance
Staff escort
Disposal Stations
Turn of the Century Museum
206 W. South St., Panora
515-755-3061
Guthrie County Fairgrounds
Guthrie Center, 515-747-3478
Industries
Agriculture
ATTRACTIONS
Guthrie County
Historical Village
206 W. South St., Panora 50216
515-755-3061
WWW.panora.org/museum
May 1-Oct. 15, 10-4:30 Tue.-Sat.,
1-4:30 Sun.
Features Guthrie County history
and includes antiques and artifacts
building, log cabin, general store,
Milwaukee Railroad depot and
caboose, church, one-room country
school, blacksmith shop, implement
exhibit hall and coal mine display.
Located in a parklike setting on the
southwest side of Panora.
* Motorcoach parking
¢ Admission fee
* Free guide services

TOURS
Lake Panorama
Pontoon Tour
E. Lake Panorama, 5002 Karen Dr.
Panora 50216
515-755-3050; fax: 515-755-3889
Apr.1-Nov. 1, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.
Mon.-Sun.

¢ Reservations required

(2-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Tour size: 6 to 12

* Tour length: 1 to 5 hours

ACCOMMODATIONS

Lake Panorama National

ATTRACTIONS

Shelby County

Historical Museum

1805 Morse Ave. at the corner of
Morse and Pine St., Harlan 51537
712-755-2437

June-Aug., 2-4 Sun., or by

appointment
Settlement consists of two log cabins,
a two-story log building with pioneer
artifacts. American Indian lore, a
musk ox skull, a cobblers shop,
geodes, a 40" x 100" two-story build-
ing called Prairie Trails. Contains
old firefighting equipment, furni-
ture, clothing, farmstead furnish-
ings, a two-headed calf, a kitchen
and dining area, a public meeting
area, a genealogy department, an
operating Deen Loom manufac-
tured in Harlan, and a recently
acquired muzzle-loading
cannon exhibit.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour size: 4 to 45

* Tour length: 1-1/2 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

ACCOMMODATIONS
Harlan 59-er Motel
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Honey Creek

ATTRACTIONS

Hitchcock Nature Area
27792 Ski Hill Loop
Honey Creek 51542
712-545-3283
All year, 6:30 a.m.-10 p.m. daily
Located on the Loess Hills Scenic
Byway, the view from the lodge
shows the Loess Hills and wilderness
preserve as well as Missouri River
Valley. Enjoy rare prairie plants and
animals, hiking trails that crisscross
the park, and a nature room that
provides a close-up look at native
wildlife.

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 10 to 200

* Tour length: 1 hour to all day

¢ Guide services available for a fee

ATTRACTIONS

Humboldt County Museum
2-1/2 miles east of Hwys. 169 and 3
Dakota City 50529

515-332-5280

June-Sep. 30; 10-4:30 daily,

except Wed.; 1:30-4:30 Sun.,
guided tours only

Log cabin, 1870s mill farm, 1883
schoolhouse, late 1800s farm build-
ings and jail. Humboldt College
and Frank Gotch displays. Doctor’s
office, post office, American Indian
artifacts, blacksmith and tin-

smith shops.

ACCOMMODATIONS

Broadway Inn

o,
* Admission fee Industries ey
* Tour size: 75 maximum Farming G
* Tour length: 1 to 2 hours ~
* Free guide services e
| | et
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Loess Hills

ATTRACTIONS

Grant Center Country
Schoolhouse

Hwy. 175, Ida Grove 51445
712-367-2409

Restored and furnished 1884
country school with desks, recita-
tion bench, potbelly stove and old
books. Also visit the Stagecoach Inn

and Moorehead Museum.

Moorehead Pioneer Park
Hwy. 175, west edge of Ida Grove
202 Jasper Ave., Ida Grove 51445
712-364-3300
All year, 6:30 a.m.-10 p.m.
Visit the Stagecoach Inn. Fish on a
12-acre stocked lake. Hike on well-
groomed trails. Train depot used for
warming shelter for wintertime sled-
ders, picnic shelters, playground.

* Motorcoach parking

ACCOMMODATIONS
Delux Motel

lowa Great Lakes

(see Okobojillowa Great Lakes)

ATTRACTIONS

General Store Museum
112 N. Main, Kimballton 51543
June-Aug., 1-4 Wed., Thu. and Fri.
This re-creation of an early 1900s
general store contains Kimballton-
area historical displays.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour length: 20 minutes

e Guide services available for a fee

Little Mermaid
Hwys. 44 and 173, Kimballton
Box 326, Elk Horn 51531
712-764-4343, 712-773-2430
All year
A replica of the Little Mermaid on
the rock in Copenhagen’s harbor sits
in Kimballton’s city park. It was
erected as a tribute to Danish author
Hans Christian Andersen for the
“Little Mermaid Fairy Tale.”

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)
* Motorcoach parking
* Tour length: 15 minutes

ATTRACTIONS

Plymouth County
Historical Museum

335 First Ave. SW, Le Mars 51031
712-546-7002
All year, 1-5 every day except Mon.,
or by appointment

* Reservations required

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 1 to 1-1/2 hours

* Free guide services

ACCOMMODATIONS
Amber Inn
Le Mars Super 8 Motel

ATTRACTIONS

Hitchcock House

1 mile west and 1/2 mile south of
Lewis, R.R. 1, Box 5

Lewis 51544

712-769-2323

Mid-Apr. to mid-Oct.,

1-5 daily except Mon.

Live, free country music on after-
noons of second Sundays in July
and August. Hitchcock House was
a station on the Underground
Railroad and has been beautifully
restored. Special exhibits on musical
weekends have included local
American Indian artifacts, Tramp
Art, handmade quilts and Victorian

glass. House is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places, with
national landmark status pending.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 10 minimum

* Tour length: 30 to 60 minutes

(includes Moorhead)

This unique landscape embraces the
eastern flank of the Missouri River
Valley from Sioux City to the Mis-
souri state border. Tours offer ridge-
top views of the valley, the Loess
Hills, woodlands and prairies. Learn
about the history, rare plant life and
unusual animals of a geological for-
mation that can be found in only two
places in the world: Iowa and China.
For more information, contact:
Loess Hills Hospitality
Association, 109 Oak,
PO. Box 51, Moorhead 51558;
800-886-5441.
Services

Tour planner

Calendar of events

Suggested itineraries

Video

Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance

Meals arranged

Staff escort
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ATTRACTIONS

Moorhead Culture Center
120 Oak St., Box 102
Moorhead 51558
712-886-5384
Mid-Apr. to Dec. 31, 1-4:30 Fri.,
Sat. and Sun., or by appointment
Displays reflecting the culture,
people, art and history of the area.
* Handicapped-accessible
 Motorcoach parking
* Free guide services

TOURS

Loess Hills Hospitality Tour
109 Oak, PO. Box 51
Moorhead 51558
800-886-5441 (U.S.)
fax: 712-886-5441
All year, 10-4 Mon.-Sat., 1-4 Sun.
LHHA custom plans one-day or
half-day tours of the surrounding
Loess Hills (Preparation Canyon
State Park), an early Danish church,
apple orchards, the Harrison County
Welcome Center, Historical Museum
and Village in Onawa, and De Soto
Wildlife Refuge.

* Reservations required

(10-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour size: no limit

* Tour length: 3 to 7 hours

e Free guide services

MOTORCOACH SERVICES

Crusader Coach Lines Inc.

TOUR OPERATORS

Crusader Coach Lines Inc.

For more information, contact:
Manning Heritage Foundation,
P.O. Box 354, Manning 51455;
800-292-0252.

(see Okoboji/lowa Great Lakes)

Missouri Valley

Small-town friendliness situated in
the beautiful Loess Hills. With
De Soto National Wildlife Refuge,
antique shops, scenic byways, his-
toric museum — you will be thor-
oughly entertained for several days!
For more information, contact:
Missouri Valley Chamber of
Commerce, 400 E. Erie, Box 130,
Missouri Valley 51555;
712-642-2553; fax: 712-642-3771;
www.missourivalley.com;
e-mail: chambermv@aol.com.
Population

2,880; founded in 1871
Services

Tour planner

Calendar of events

Color slides

Suggested itineraries

Video

B/W photos

Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance

Meals

Ground transportation

Lodging

Staff escort
Industries

Vulcan Industries (screens for

waste-water treatment facilities),

Ratigan Motor Center

ATTRACTIONS

De Soto National Wildlife
Refuge and Visitor Center

1434 316th Lane
Missouri Valley 51555
712-642-2772
All year, 9-4:30; refuge: daylight
hours only
Site of the steamboat Bertrand Exca-
vation, trails, picnic areas, fishing,
boating and wildlife viewing. In
November, more than 500,000
geese and dozens of bald eagles visit
the refuge. The Visitor Center has
natural and cultural interpretive
exhibits, along with cargo displays
from the 1865 steamboat Bertrand.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

¢ Admission fee

* Group rates

e Tour length: 1-1/2 hours

Harrison County Historical
Village and Welcome Center

2931 Monroe Ave.
Missouri Valley 51555
712-642-2114; fax: 712-642-2114
Historical Village: mid-Apr. to
mid-Nov. Welcome Center: all year,
9-5 Mon.-Sat., noon-5 Sun.
Ten-building historical village houses
more than 10,000 items and includes
an 1853 log cabin and 1868 school
nestled in the heart of the Loess
Hills. An Towa products store features
crafts, food and beverage. Iowa Wel-
come Center offers tourist literature.
Facility is located on the Loess Hills
Scenic Byway, Western Skies Scenic
Byway and Lincoln Highway.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 10 minimum

* Tour length: 1 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

TOUR OPERATORS
American Travel

ACCOMMODATIONS
Days Inn Missouri Valley
Rath Inn

Super 8 Motel

(see Loess Hills)

(see Ringgold County)
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Oakland

For more information, contact:
Oakland Historical Society,
117 N. Main, Oakland 51560;
712-482-6802.
Population
1,500; founded in 1882
Services
Tour planner
Video
Familiarization Assistance
Staff escort
Industries
Farming, bed-and-breakfast

ATTRACTIONS

Nishna Heritage Museum
117-123 N. Main, Rte. 2, Box 274
Oakland 51560
712-482-6802
Sep. 15-May 15: 9-4 Wed.,
9-4 Sat.; May 15-Sep. 15:
9-4 Mon.-Sat., 1-4 Sun.
Shows all phases of life in southwest
Iowa, beginning with southwest
prehistoric animals. Collection
of dolls, tools, wrenches and
prehistorical rocks.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour size: 100

e Tour length: 1 to 4 hours

* Free guide services
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Lake Okoboji and Amusement Park at Arnolds Park

Odebolt

ATTRACTIONS

Prairie Pedlar
1609 270th St.
1677 270th St. (mailing address)
Odebolt 51458
712-668-4840
e-mail: jhogue@netins.net
Apr.-Oct., 11-4 Mon.-Sat., 1-4 Sun.
More than 40 theme gardens are
uniquely arranged on a seven-acre
plot, where you can discover fra-
grant flowers, Children’s Gardens,
everlastings, herbs and the “Kinder-
garden.” Visit a hayloft of dried
flowers, a lower-level gift shop, a
country schoolhouse and a green-
house. Enjoy free garden walks each
Sunday in July and August at
2 p.m., weather permitting.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

« Tour size: 1 to 60

» Tour length: 1-1/2 to 2 hours

* Guide services available for a fee

Okoboji/lowa Great Lakes

(includes Arnolds Park, Milford,
Spirit Lake)

Groups have long appreciated the
lure of the lowa Great Lakes, one
of America’s truly great getaway
destinations. Consider the full-
service resorts, three amusement
parks, summer theaters, comedy
club, parasailing, live concerts,
Towa’s largest water park, 14 miles
of biking/hiking trails, water sports,
art galleries, gala nightlife, shopping
and more golf courses than you can
shake a club at. For more informa-
tion, contact:
Okoboji Tourism Committee,
PO. Box 215, Okoboji 513555
712-332-2209, 800-270-2574 (U.S.);
fax: 712-332-7714;
www.vacationokoboji.com;
e-mail: okobojicofc@ncn.net.
Population

15,000; founded in 1896
Services

Tour planner

Calendar of events

Suggested itineraries

Video

Brochure shell
Familiarization Assistance

Meals

Ground transportation

Lodging

Staff escort

Disposal Stations
Cenla Campground, R.R. 5565
Spirit Lake; 71 2-336-2925
Emerson Bay Park
3100 Emerson St.
W. Okoboji; 712-337-3805
Gull Point State Park
1500 Harpen St., Wahpeton
712-337-3870

ATTRACTIONS

Abbie Gardner
State Historic Site

34 Monument Dr., Box 74
Arnolds Park 51331
712-332-7248
Memorial Day weekend-Labor Day,
noon-4 Mon.-Fri., 9-4 Sat.-Sun.
Abbie Gardner’s Cabin is the site of
“The Spirit Lake Massacre” of
March 8, 1857. Original log cabin
with pioneer artifacts, interpretive
center with Abbie’s paintings and
American Indian artifacts.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 1 to 50

* Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour

* Free guide services

Arnolds Park
Amusement Park

Hwy. 71 and Lake St.
Arnolds Park 51331
712-332-2183; fax: 712-332-2186
www.arnoldspark.com
e-mail: suel@rconnect.com
Memorial Day-Labor Day,
1-9 weekdays, 11-11 Sa,,
noon-7 Sun.
Complete amusement park with
rides, games, shows and attractions.
Wooden roller coaster, mini-golf,
go-carts, bumper boats. Outdoor
concerts.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: up to 3,000

* Guide services available for a fee

Boji Bay Water Park
2207 Okoboiji Ave., Milford 51351
712-338-2473, fax: 712-338-2713
Memorial Day-Labor Day,
11:30-6 Mon.-Sun.
Wave pool, waterslides, lazy river,
kiddy pool, sand volleyball, arcades,
gift shop, concessions.
 Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Admission fee
* Group rates
* Tour size: 12 to 4,000

Clark Museum of
Area History/
Clark’s Antique Acres

2151 213th Ave., Milford 51351
712-338-2147
Museum: May 15-Sep. 15;
Antiques: Apr.-Nov.;
10-6 Tue.-Sat., 11-6 Sun.
View thousands of historic photos
and advertisements from the lakes
area. Horse-drawn school bus and
farm machinery; general line of
antiques and furniture.

* Reservations required

(1- to 2-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

e Tour size: 45 maximum

« Tour length: 1 to 2 hours

* Free guide services
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The Higgins Museum

1509 Sanborn Ave.
P.O. Box 54, Okoboji 51355
712-332-5859
Mid-May through late Sep.,
11-5:30 Tue.-Sun.
Museum of U.S. national banking
includes national bank notes
(1863-1935) from all over the
United States, focusing on lowa,
Minnesota, South Dakota and
Nebraska notes. Also, turn-of-the-
century real-photo Iowa postcards.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 80 maximum

* Tour length: 1 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

lowa Great Lakes
Maritime Museum

Queens Court and Lake St.
P.O. Box 726, Arnolds Park 51331
712-332-5264; fax: 712-332-5366
www.ncn.net/ ~curator/
e-mail: curator@ncn.net
Memorial Day-Labor Day, 10-8, or
by appointment during off-season
Museum displays a collection of
restored wooden boats along with
nautical memorabilia of the Iowa
Great Lakes. Two 11-minute multi-
media presentations depict rich
nautical and ecological history.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 90 maximum

* Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour

Lakes Art Center
2201 Hwy. 71, PO. Box 255
Okoboji 51355
712-332-7013; fax: 712-332-7014
All year, 10-4 Tue.-Fri.,
1-4 Sat.-Sun.

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 45 minutes to 2 hours

* Free guide services

Lewis and Clark Keelboat, Onawa

Okoboji Queen Il Excursions
Queens Court and Lake St.
P.O. Box 726
Arnolds Park 51331
712-332-5159; fax: 712-332-5366
www.ncn.net/~curator/pagel2.htm
e-mail: captainsteve@ncn.net
Memorial Day-Labor Day, noon-8,
limited charter services available
Sep. and May
An 18-mile narrated excursion
around West Okoboji Lake.
Open-air upper deck and enclosed
lower deck. Light refreshments
available.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 1 to 200

* Tour length: 1-1/4 hours

Treasure Village
2033 Hwy. 86, Milford 51351
712-337-3730
Memorial Day-Labor Day,
9 a.m.-10 p.m. Mon.-Sat.,
10 a.m.-10 p.m. Sun.
Family entertainment center:
27-hole mini-golf, children’s theatre
(shows 10:30-11:30 a.m. Tue.-Fri.),
antique and gift shops, and flea
markets. Sunday evening gospel
concerts (mid-June until mid-Aug.).

* Reservations required

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

¢ Admission fee

* Group rates

* Free guide services

PERFORMING ARTS

Okoboji Summer Theater/
Boji Bantam Theater

« 712-332-7773

ACCOMMODATIONS
Country Club Motel
Crescent Beach Lodge
Fillenwarth Beach

Four Seasons Resort

The Inn Resort Complex
Ramada Ltd.

Shamrock Inn

Super 8 Motel

Triggs Bay Resort

Village East Resort
Village West Resort

West Oaks Resort

For more information, contact:
Onawa Area Tourism Group,
1009 Iowa Ave., Onawa 51040;
712-423-1801.
ATTRACTIONS

Casino Omaha

#1 Blackbird Bend Blvd.

PO. Box 89, Omaha Indian
Reservation, Onawa 51040
712-423-3700, 800-858-8238
fax: 712-423-3128

All year; 8 a.m.-2 a.m. Mon.-Thu;
24 hours on Fri., Sat. and Sun.
Gambling casino with slot
machines, progressives, blackjack,

craps, roulette, poker, buffet
restaurant, gift shop.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* National Tour Association

affiliate

* Group rates

* Tour size: 20 to 120

* Tour length: 3 hours

* Free guide services

Kiwanis Museum Complex
N. 12th St.
P.O. Box 238, Onawa 51040
712-423-1801; fax: 712-423-2626
e-mail: glb@willinet.net
Summer, 1-4:30 weekends, and by
appointment
C & NW Railroad depot with more
than 800 items of railroad memora-
bilia. Country school restored to the
1800s period with historical school
items. Country church, log cabin,
firehouse/jail, blacksmith shop,
caboose.

* Reservations required

(48-hour notice)
* Motorcoach parking
* Free guide services

Lewis and Clark
Keelboat Display

Hwy. 175 W.
Lewis & Clark State Park
Onawa 51040
712-423-2829
May 1-Oct. 31, 8-6 daily

* Handicapped-accessible

ACCOMMODATIONS
Super 8 Motel

For more information on Western lowa Motorcoach Services, Tour Optratso;s
42 and Accommodations, refer to the charts beginning on Page 57.
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Absorb the unique experience of

a visit to Orange City, a Dutch
community proud of its heritage.
Sample the Dutch pastries at the
local bakeries, take a stroll through
Windmill Park, visit the Century
Home and The Old Mill, and buy
a piece of imported Dutch delft or
Dutch lace. Taste the home-cured
dried beef, homemade bologna and
bratwurst as well as the imported
Dutch cheeses. Enjoy the Dutch-
style architecture that is being
added to commercial buildings.
For more information, contact:
Orange City Chamber of
Commerce, 125 Central Ave. SE,
P.O. Box 36, Orange City 51041;
712-737-4510; fax: 712-737-4351
or 712-737-4523;
www.frontiercomm.net/~tulip;
e-mail:

tulip@orangecity.ia.frontiercomm. net.

Population
5,300; founded in 1870
Services
Tour planner
Calendar of events
Color slides
» Suggested itineraries
Video
Brochure shell
Step-on guides

Familiarization Assistance
Meals
Staff escort
Currency Exchange
Towa State Bank
105 Albany Ave. SE
712-737-4818
Disposal Stations
Orange City Veteran’s Park
Fifth St. and Towa Ave. SW
712-737-4885
Industries
K-Products, Vogels Paint Factory,
Med Tec, Silent Drive,
Gorges/Quik-to-Fix

ATTRACTIONS

Northwestern College Christ
Chapel/DeWitt Music Hall

Sixth and Central Ave. SE

101 Seventh St. SW

Orange City 51041

712-737-7166; fax: 712-737-7160
www.nwciowa.edu

e-mail: tress@nwciowa.edu

All year; May-Aug. 15: 9-4 Mon.-Fri;;
Sep.-Apr.: 9-4 daily

This award-winning facility, dedi-
cated in 1988, features a 1,000-seat
hall for concerts, theatrical perfor-
mances and chapel services. The
45-stop, 56-rank pipe organ is
named in honor of Arvella Schuller,
wife of Sioux County native, the
Rev. Robert Schuller from the

Crystal Cathedral and “Hour of

Power.” The adjoining music wing

provides outstanding rehearsal and
classroom facilities for the music
department.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 12 to 50

* Tour length: 45 to 60 minutes

* Free guide services

Northwestern State Bank
Windmill
Hwy. 10 E.
PO. Box 260, Orange City 51041
712-737-4911; fax: 712-737-8824
All year, 1-5:30 Mon.-Fri.
The Northwestern State Bank
Windmill’s drive-in facility is per-
haps the most spectacular windmill
in Orange City. Built in 1973, this
edifice measures 76 feet from the
ground to the tip of the vane. The
dome and the vanes together weigh
21,000 pounds. This structure will
withstand 90-mile-an-hour winds
even with an inch of ice on the
blades. The inside is decorated in
a Dutch theme.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking

The Old Factory
110 Fourth St. SW
Orange City 51041
712-737-4242
All year, 9-5 Mon.-Sat., 9-9 Thu.
The Old Factory is located in the
old wooden shoe factory, one of the
oldest buildings in Orange City and
reminiscent of Holland. Select
Dutch imports from among fine
delft, lace, antiques, tiles and foods.
Choose a pair of wooden shoes
available in 20 wearable sizes. See a
demonstration, live or video, on the
art of carving wooden shoes.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 8 to 42

* Tour length: 30 to 45 minutes

* Free guide services

The Old Mill — Vogel Windmill
1020 Albany Place S., PO. Box 440
Orange City 51041
712-737-4993; fax: 712-737-4997
www.vogelpaint.com
All year; third weekend in May
(Thu.-Sat.); guided tours: 9-5,
also during Tulip Time
Built in 1967 by Andrew Vogel,
The Old Mill is an authentic work-
ing replica of many mills found in
Holland. The mill often served a
dual purpose for the miller; not
only was this his place of work, it
was also his home.

e Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

 Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 15 to 30 minutes

* Free guide services

The Orange City

Century Home

Albany Ave. and Fourth St. NE
PO. Box 36, Orange City 51041
712-737-4510; fax: 712-737-4351
May-Dec., 9-4 Mon.-Fri., by
appointment

The first mayor of Orange City
built this beautiful Victorian home
in 1900. The furnishings are from
the early 1900s, including a home-
made pump organ. Around the

For more information on Western lowa Motorcoach Services, Tour Operators

44 and Accommodations, refer to the charts beginning on Page 57.
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home, trees and other plants remain
undisturbed since that period.

¢ Reservations required

(36-hour notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

e Group rates

* Tour size: 5 to 48

* Tour length: 60 to 80 minutes

¢ Free guide services

Sioux County Court House
210 Central Ave. SW
Orange City 51041
712-737-4510; fax: 712-737-4351
www.frontiercomm.net/-tulip
All year, 8-4:30 Mon.-Fri.,
10 a.m.-7 p.m. Ist Sat. in Dec.
Since 1902, the majestic Sioux
County Court House has stood
proudly, displaying a 10-foot Lady
Justice on her tower that overlooks
the Orange City business district.
Using the self-guided brochures pro-
vided, thousands tour this facility,
which is on the historical register.
* Reservations required
(24-hour notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Tour length: 45 to 60 minutes
* Guide services available for a fee
Sioux County
Historical Center
120 Third St. SW, PO. Box 36
Orange City 51041
712-737-4510; fax: 712-737-4351
All year, 8:30-3:30 Mon.-Fri. by
appointment
Displays of antiques used by early
Sioux County settlers, as well as
American Indian artifacts and an
adjacent one-room schoolhouse.
* Reservations required
(24- to 36-hour notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Admission fee
* Group rates
* Tour size: 4 to 60
* Tour length: 1 to 1-1/4 hours
* Free guide services

Vander Wel Tulip
Test Garden

212 Arizona Ave. SW
Orange City 51041
712-737-2547
fax: 712-737-4351, 712-737-4523
e-mail:
tulip@orangecity.ia.frontiercomm.net
Blooming season: late Apr.-May,
daylight hours only, seven days
a week
This small tulip test garden for a
Holland bulb company displays
more than 6,000 tulips (45 vari-
eties). It is the only known tulip test
garden in Towa that sells and dis-
tributes for a company in Holland.
The owner and manager shares
detailed information on how to
plant and care for the bulbs.
* Reservations required
(1-week notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Tour length: 30 minutes
minimum
e Free guide services
TOURS
K-Products
1520 Albany Pl., SE
Orange City 51041
712-737-2008; fax: 712-737-4504
All year, 7-4:30, tours available
10 a.m. and 1 p.m. Mon.-Fri.
K-Products sews, screen-prints and
knits personalized promotional
items such as T-shirts, sweatshirts,
caps, jackets, scarves and emblems.
* Reservations required
(48-hour notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Tour size: 8 to 45
* Tour length: 1 to 1-1/4 hours
* Free guide services

MOTORCOACH SERVICES
De Jong Oil and Repair

ACCOMMODATIONS
Dutch Colony Inn

(see Guthrie County)

Peterson

ATTRACTIONS

Kirchner Log Cabin

1-1/2 miles from town
4969 120th Ave., Peterson 51047
712-295-6601
May 1-Oct. 15, by appointment
Listed in the National Register of
Historic Places, this 1867 log cabin,
built by Phillip Kirchner, remains
on its original site and contains
many pioneer family artifacts. Since
1856, the century farm of the first
settlers of Peterson.

* Reservations required

(5-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Free guide services

Peterson Museums
/o Kirchner-French Library
Peterson 51047
712-295-6705
Apr. 15-Oct. 15 or by appointment
Fully restored homes of the first
settlers (Kirchners) from 1860s and
1870s; 19th century farm machinery
museum; original blockhouse from
Fort Peterson, authentically restored;
Hass Indian museum; and other
restored late 19th century homes.

* Reservations required

(5-day notice)

* Partially handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 12 to 50

* Free guide services

Pocahontas

ACCOMMODATIONS
Chief Motel

(see Adams County)

Red Oak

Red Oak is known for its Victorian
appeal. A variety of architectural
styles from Italianate of the 1870s to
neo-Georgian of 1916 line the resi-
dential streets. Red Oak was estab-
lished because of the railroad, which
is still a vital part of the community.
For more information, contact:
Red Oak Chamber of
Commerce, 405 Reed St.,
Red Oak 51566;
712-623-4821; fax: 712-623-4822;
www.redoak.heartland.net/local/ro
chamber.htm;
e-mail: dawnl@redoak.heartland.net.
Population
6,300; founded in 1847
Services
Tour planner
Calendar of events
Color slides
Suggested itineraries
Video
B/W photos
Brochure shell
Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance
Meals
Ground transportation
Lodging
Staff escort
Disposal Stations
Montgomery County Fair Grounds
1904 Broadway, 712-623-6520
Industries
D&L (automotive hardware),
Parker-Hannifin (industrial
house), JII/Sales (promotions,
calendars and advertising),
Oakview Construction, Red Oak

Greenhouse
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ATTRACTIONS
Montgomery County
History Center
2700 N. Fourth, Box 634
Red Oak 51566
712-623-2289
e-mail: bmckenz@redoak.heartland.net
All year, 1-5 Tue.-Sun.
Exhibits photo display of barns,
1853-1870 settlers display, and
Thomas D. Murphy Co. Legend of
Calendar Art. Pittsburgh School
and log cabin at 2101 Fourth St.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 1 hour minimum

o Guide services available for a fee

TOURS

Heritage Hill Tour
Begins at First and Coolbaugh —
ends at Chautauqua Park
405 Reed St., Red Oak 51566
712-623-4821; fax: 712-623-4822
www.redoak.heartland.net/local/
rochamber.htm
e-mail: dawnl@redoakheartland.net
All year (self-guided tour)
The tour is a stroll through history.
Begin at the nationally registered
Montgomery County Courthouse
and tour Iralianate, Queen Anne,
Classic Revival, Georgian and
Colonial Revival homes. There are
18 sites marked along the tour.

* Reservations required

(1-month notice)

» Motorcoach parking

*» Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 35 to 70

« Tour length: 1/2 hour to all day

o Guide services available for a fee

Nishna Productions
207 S. Third St., Red Oak 51566
712-623-4362; fax: 712-623-4780
All year, 8-5 Mon.-Fri.
Rehabilitation agency providing
employment and residential services
for persons with disabilities.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

» Motorcoach parking

« Tour size: up to 45

* Tour length: 1/2 hour to all day

* Free guide services

TRACO
2400 Broadway, Red Oak 51566
712-623-5800
All year, 7-3:30 Mon.-Fri.
This is a residential replacement
window factory. Window frames
and glass are cut and fit together.
The product is then packed for
shipping,.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

« Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

« Tour size: up to 45

« Tour length: 1/2 hour

* Free guide services

ACCOMMODATIONS
Berning’s Red Coach Inn
Super 8 Motel

Ringgold County

(includes Diagonal, Ellston,
Mount Ayr)

Ringgold County provides a quiet,
country atmosphere. There are 10
small communities tucked among
the rolling hills of south central

Jowa. For more information, contact:

Ringgold County Tourism,
Ringgold County Courthouse,
Mount Ayr 50854;

515-464-3704; fax: 515-464-2568;

www.mtayr.heartland.net/rdevco/;

e-mail: rdevco@mtayr.heartland.net.

Population
5,400; founded in 1847
Services
Calendar of events
Color slides
Video
B/W photos
Brochure shell
Industries
Miracle Recreation; Grant City
Manufacturing Company;
WoodLink, Ltd.;
Dekko Automotive Technologies;
Taylor Fiberglass Vault Company

ATTRACTIONS

Diagonal Printing Museum
South end of Main St., R.R. 2
Diagonal 50845
515-734-5540, 515-734-5413
Memorial Day weekend-Labor Day,
2-4 weekends, or by appointment
Actual working press and Linotype.
The museum also includes a
genealogical center. Other local
historical items such as clothing
and antiques are located on the
second floor of the museum.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

« Handicapped-accessible

 Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 1 to 50

» Tour length: 45 to 60 minutes

* Free guide services

Ellston Pioneer Museum
Ellston 50074
515-772-4385; fax: 515-464-2568
www.mtayr.heartland.net/rdevco/
e-mail: rdevco@mrtayr.heartland.net
June-Aug., 1-5 Sat.-Sun.
Restored Cornwall Pioneer Home,
restored Hazel Gun Rural School,
The National Old Thresherman’s
Hall of Fame.

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)

« Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

» Admission fee

* Group rates

« Tour size: 5 to 100

* Tour length: 1 to 2 hours

e Guide services available for a fee

Ringgold County Courthouse
and Scottish Phone Booth on
the Courtyard

On the Square, Mount Ayr 50854
515-464-3704
www.mtayr.heartland.net/rdevco
e-mail: rdevco@mtayr.heartland.net
All year, 8-4 Mon.-Fri., or by
appointment

Courthouse is listed in the National
Register of Historic Places, with
museum on the second floor of the
three-story structure. Displays
include artifacts of the county’s mil-
itary and Civil War history. There is
also a display of birds and animals

native to the area. Included in the
museum are some Scottish items
symbolic of the Scottish Ayr Days
celebration held in Mount Ayr
the second weekend of September
each year.

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 40 maximum

» Tour length: 30 to 45 minutes

* Free guide services

Ringgold County
Pioneer Center

Ellston 50074
515-772-4419
June-Aug,, 1-5 Sat.-Sun., or by
appointment
Visit the Cornwall Restored Pioneer
Home, the Old Telephone Factory
Museum and the Hazel Glen
Restored Rural School. The Old
Telephone Factory now houses a
collection of old farming machinery
and pioneer tools. The restored
pioneer home and one-room rural
school is of special interest.

* Reservations required

(2-hour notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

o Tour size: 10 to 40

« Tour length: 1 to 1-1/2 hours

* Free guide services

Triple S Exotic
Animal Park

Hwy. 169, 4 miles north of
Mount Ayr, RR. 1
Mount Ayr 50854
515-464-3147; fax: 515-464-2568
www.mtayr.heartland.net/rdevco/
e-mail: rdevco@mtayi.heartland.net
May-Oct., 9-6 Mon.-Sun.
The only drive-through exotic
animal park in the state of lowa.
Carloads may drive or walk through
the zoo. Visitors are allowed to feed
and pet some of the animals.

« Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

« Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour

* Free guide services

PERFORMING ARTS

Midwest Country Music
Theater
515-767-5344
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Rock Rapids

ATTRACTIONS

Lyon County Historical
Society Museum Complex
110-1/2 N. Story, Box 144
Rock Rapids 51235
712-472-3101
Memorial Day-Labor Day, 2-5 Sun.
and holidays, or by appointment
Renovated former Rock Island
Depot, caboose and recently con-
structed livery stable. Windmill and
Victorian house completely reno-
vated and furnished.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

¢ Group rates

* Tour size: 10 minimum

* Tour length: 1 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

Rockwell City

ATTRACTIONS

Calhoun County Museum
150 Hwy. 20 E. Rockwell City
50579
712-297-8139, 712-297-8585
May-Oct.; 8:30-11:30 Mon.-Thu.;
1:30-4 Tue., Thu., Sat., Sun.; or by
appointment
Former school houses 34 rooms and
displays of antique furnishings, birds,
vintage clothing, and old-time post
office. Horse-drawn machinery and
other farm tools and equipment in
adjacent building and pole shed.
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Free guide services
TOURS
Simply Grand
Scented Candles
312 Court St., Rockwell City 50579
712-297-5238; fax: 712-297-5141
All year, 9-6 Mon.-Thu.,
9-4 Fri.-Sat., or by appointment
See how container candles are made
and how fragrances are added to
candles. Gift shop, coffee shop and
food on premises.
* Reservations required
(7-day notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Tour size: 12 to 50
* Tour length: 15 to 30 minutes
* Free guide services

ATTRACTIONS

Lost Island Prairie Wetland
Nature Center

3259 355th Ave., Ruthven 51358
712-837-4866
All year, 1-4 Sat.-Sun.; Mar.-Dec.:
9-4 Wed.-Fri.; Jan.-Feb.: 9-noon
Wed.-Fri.; closed Mon. and Tue.
Regional nature center facility
focuses on northwest Iowa’s unique
and abundant lakes and marshes.
Located in a county park, the facili-
ties include a natural history exhibit
room, reference library and self-
guided nature trail with opportuni-
ties for fishing, hunting, boating,
camping and picnicking.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Free guide services

The community of Sac City has
great historical significance, from
the Chautauqua Building to the
Carlson House to its museum. Sac
County is home to Black Hawk
Lake, the Prairie Pedlar, the historic
Adams Ranch, among others. For
more information, contact:
Sac Economic & Tourism
Development, 615 W. Main St.,
Sac City 50583; 712-662-7383;
fax: 712-662-7399.
Population
2,516; founded in 1855
Services
Calendar of events
Color slides
Suggested itineraries
Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance
Staff escort
Disposal Stations
Camp Crescent, Lake View
712-657-2634
Hagge Park, Sac City
712-662-4530
Industries
Cookies Food Products, popcorn
plants, VT Industries

ATTRACTIONS

Chautauqua Building
615 W. Main St., Sac City 50583
712-662-7383; fax: 712-662-7399
www.pionet.net/-setd
e-mail: setd@pionet.net
Memorial Day-Labor Day,
8-5 weekdays, 8-8 weekends, or
by appointment
Built in 1908, the only existing
complete Chautauqua building in
the state. Completely renovated,
with historical murals and informa-
tion on Chautauqua for visitors.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 4 to 200

* Tour length: 20 to 60 minutes

* Free guide services

ATTRACTIONS

Carsten Farms
1-80 Exit 34, Shelby
712-544-2888
May-Oct., by appointment;
June-Aug., 1-4 Sun.
Late 1800s farmstead museum
consists of two homes, farmi buildings
and farm equipment.

* Reservations required

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

ATTRACTIONS

Sheldon Prairie Museum
10th St. and Fourth Ave.
Sheldon 51201
712-324-4482
All year, 2-4 Mon.-Sat.,
closed on holidays

* Motorcoach parking

ACCOMMODATIONS
Iron Horse Inn
Super 8 Motel

Shenandoah

ATTRACTIONS

Burlington Northern Depot
101 Railroad St.

Shenandoah 51601
712-246-4444
e-mail:billh@shenessex.heartland.net
All year, 6 a.m.-2 a.m., 7 days a week
As the home of the Everly Brothers
Reunion in 1986, this original
Burlington Northern Railroad
Depot houses the monument signi-
fying that event. Mementos of vari-
ous celebrity visits and local interest
items throughout. Microbrewery
and Wabash Trace Nature Trail
headquarters are also located in
the depot. Food service available.

* Reservations required

(3- to 4-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour size: 100 maximum

* Free guide services

Greater Shenandoah
Historical Society
405 W. Sheridan, PO. Box 182
Shenandoah 51601-0182
712-246-1669
All year; 1:30-4:30 Wed., Fri. and
Sun.; or by appointment
Many original artifacts of Mormon
families who settled at Manti and a
cabin built with wood from an orig-
inal barn at Manti. Pioneer Radio
exhibits — KMA and KFNE
History of small-town and rural
southwest Iowa on display.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 1 to 50

* Tour length: 1 to 1-1/2 hours

* Free guide services

For more information on Western Towa Motorcoach Services, Tour Operators
46 and Accommodations, refer to the charts beginning on Page 57.
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TOURS

Historical Homes
and Gardens Tour

Shenandoah Chamber of
Commerce, 301 Maple

PO. Box 38, Shenandoah 51601
712-246-3260; fax: 712-246-3456

e-mail:

chamber@shenessex.heartland.net
A self-guided tour of many of the
early homes of Shenandoah, includ-
ing wonderful gardens cared for by
the Shenandoah Garden Club and
private gardens made available by
reservation. Brochures available.

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)
* Free guide services

KMA/KKBZ Radio Stations
209 N. Elm, PO. Box 960
Shenandoah 51601
712-246-5270
All year, 8-5 Mon.-Fri. (business hours)
Founded by Earl May, KMA radio
station went on the air in 1925.
Some of the station’s most popular
acts during the years of live radio:
The Country School Gang, the
Morning Roundup and the Black-
wood Brothers. The Everly Brothers
began their career on KMA radio,
also well-known for homemakers’
programs like Kitchen Klatter.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 1 to 40

* Tour length: 1/2 hour

* Free guide services

X-tra Touch Products
R.R. 1, Airport Rd.
Shenandoah 51601
712-246-4376
e-mail:
xtratch@shenessex.heartland.net
All year, 8-5 Mon.-Fri.
Formerly known as the Kitchen
Klatter company, it now manufac-
tures bleaches, flavorings, salad dress-
ings, barbecue sauce and sweeteners
under the X-tra Touch label. View
the production line in progress.
Products are available for sale on
premises.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 1 to 30

* Free guide services

ACCOMMODATIONS
Tall Corn Motel and Restaurant

ATTRACTIONS

McCullum Museum
City Park, Fifth St. and Eighth Ave.
Sibley 51249
712-754-3882
Memorial Day-Labor Day, 1:30-4:30
Displays of pictures and artifacts of
pioneer period. Civil War guns,
swords and uniforms; farm equip-
ment; Sears auto buggy; horse-
drawn buggy and sleigh; cylinder
record phonograph; and 1800
clothing also exhibited.

* Reservations required

(72-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Free guide services

ACCOMMODATIONS
Super 8 Motel

ATTRACTIONS

Fremont County Historical
Museum Complex

801 Indiana St.

Sidney 51652

712-374-3248

Memorial Day-Labor Day, 1-4 Sun.
Multiple-building complex features

American Indian room, mastodon
tusks, kitchen, living room, bed-
room, general store, old drug store
fountain from 1863 Penn Drug,
toys, clothes, farming equipment
and genealogy records.

* Reservations required

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

¢ Group rates

* Tour length: 1 to 2 hours

* Guide services available for a fee

ACCOMMODATIONS
Econo Lodge

The city is located on the shores
of the Missouri River, once the
lifeblood of the area. Today, the
riverfront is a place of beauty and
recreation with attractions, trails
and riverboat gambling. For more
information, contact:
Sioux City Tourism Bureau,
801 Fourth St., PO. Box 3183,
Sioux City 51102; 712-279-4800,
800-593-2228 (U.S./Canada);
fax: 712-279-4900;
www.siouxlan.com/ccat;
e-mail: ccat@pionet.net.
Population
85,000; founded in 1857
Services
Tour planner
Calendar of events
Color slides
Multilingual
Suggested itineraries
Video
B/W photos
Brochure shell
Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance
Meals
Ground transportation
Lodging
Staff escort
Currency Exchange
Security National Bank
601 Pierce St.; 712-277-6500
Firstar Bank, 501 Pierce St.
712-277-1500
Disposal Stations
KOA, 601 Streeter Dr.
712-232-4519
Scenic Park, 800 E. Fourth St.
712-494-7540
Waster Water Treatment Plant
3100 S. Lewis Blvd.
712-279-6916
Industries
Farming, chemical/fertilizer,
manufacturing

ATTRACTIONS

Belle of Sioux City
Riverboat Casino

100 Larsen Park Rd., PO. Box 3775
Sioux City 51102
712-255-0552
800-424-0080 (U.S./Canada)
fax: 712-255-3035
WWW.argosycasino.com
All year; 8:30 a.m.-3 a.m. Sun.-Thu.,
8:30 a.m.-5 a.m. Fri.-Sat., during
cruise season; 10 a.m.-3 a.m. Sun.-
Thu., 10 a.m.-5 a.m. Fri.-Sat.,
during docking season
Cruises: May-Aug., 9 a.m.-11 a.m.
Tri-level riverboat casino with more
than 12,000 square feet of gaming
excitement with slots, craps,
roulette, blackjack and poker. New
landing with three decks, featuring
a restaurant with a 160-seat buffet,
and an outdoor observation deck
with live entertainment.

* Reservations required

(48-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Group rates

* Tour size: 20 minimum

* Tour length: 3-1/2 hours

* Free guide services

Dorothy Pecaut
Nature Center
4500 Sioux River Rd.
Sioux City 51109
712-258-0838; fax: 712-258-1261
All year, 9-4 Tue.-Fri., 1-4 Sat.-Sun.
The nature center offers a variety of
natural history programs and
opportunities for all ages. The “Jr.
League Legacy Gallery” hands-on
exhibit area allows visitors a look at
the Loess Hills geological forma-
tion, and gives examples of native
plants and animals. Facility includes
meeting rooms, resource library,
prairie and woodland trails. Located
on Loess Hills Scenic Byway and in
scenic Stone State Park.

* Reservations required

(2-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 12 to 100

* Tour length: 15 to 60 minutes

* Guide services available for a fee

For more infarmatian on Western lowa Motorcoach Services, Tour Operators

and Accommodations, refer to the charts beginning on Page 57.
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Historic 4th Street
4th Street, 1 block east of
Convention Center
Sioux City 51101
712-279-4800
800-593-2228 (U.S./Canada)
fax: 712-279-4900
www.siouxlan.con/ccat
e-mail: ccat@pionet.net
All year, 8 a.m. daily; some stores
closed on Mon.
Listed in the National Register of
Historic Places, the area features
turn-of-the-century architecture,
antique and specialty shops, pubs
and restaurants.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

e Free guide services

K.D. Station
2001 Leech Ave., Sioux City 51107
712-277-8787; fax: 712-277-9302
e-mail: lohryville@aol.com
All year, 9 a.m.-11 p.m. Sun.-Thu.,
9 a.m.-1 a.m. Fri.-Sat,,
closed Christmas and July 4th
Built in 1918, this large national
historic site (a former meat packing
plant) now houses family fun with
bowling, Mexican food, a well-
stocked costume shop, Sioux City
souvenirs, a railroad museum
and more.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 1 to 50

* Tour length: 1 hour

* Guide services available for a fee

Mid America Air Museum
6715 Harbor Drive
Sioux City 51102
712-252-5300, 712-943-5325
www.siouxlan.com/ccat
All year, 9-5 Sat. and holidays,
1-5 Sun., closed Christmas and
Thanksgiving
View military, commercial and
sport aviation displays, along with 9
aircraft and a display of the Flight
232 crash.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 15 minimum

* Tour length: 1 to 3 hours

* Free guide services

Sergeant Floyd Monument, Sioux City

Sergeant Floyd Monument
1/2 mile east and 1 mile north of
exit 143 on 1-29, Sioux City
www.sioux-city.org/museum
e-mail: scpm@sioux-city.org
This 100-foot-tall white stone
obelisk was the first national his-
toric landmark in the United States.
Overlooking Sioux City and the
Missouri River Valley, it marks the
burial place of Sergeant Charles
Floyd, the only fatality of the 1804
Lewis and Clark Expedition.

* Motorcoach parking

Sergeant Floyd
Welcome Center and
Riverboat Museum

1000 Larsen Park Rd./Exit 149
on [-29, Sioux City 51103
712-279-0198; fax: 712-279-6934
WWW.sioux-city.org/museum
e-mail: scpm@sioux-city.org
8-6 May-Sep.; 9-5 daily, Oct.-Apr.
This diesel inspection ship plied the
Missouri River for 50 years as the
flagship of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers construction fleet. See the
history of Missouri River trans-
portation through rare photographs,
artifacts and dioramas. View
America’s largest display of scale
Missouri River steamboat and keel-
boat models, and Iowa’s only profes-
sional model-ship-building shop.
Special focus on the 1804 Lewis
and Clark Expedition.

» Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 1 to 50

* Tour length: 20 to 30 minutes

* Free guide services

Sioux City Art Center
225 Nebraska St., Sioux City 51101
712-279-6272; fax: 712-255-2921
WWW.sc-artcenter.com
e-mail: lhartje@sioux-city.org
All year; 10-5 Tue., Wed., Fri., Sat.;
noon-5 Thu.; 1-5 Sun.
This new $9.2 million facility, Iowa
Division of Tourism’s “lowa Attrac-
tion of the Year,” features a contem-
porary three-story glass atrium and
five exhibition galleries. The center
showcases national and regional
traveling exhibitions and a perma-
nent 900-piece art collection. Also
featured are a Hands On! gallery
with 12 interactive stations, a 131-
seat lecture hall, a meeting room
and the Atrium Gift Gallery. The
center’s annual outdoor arts festival
(ARTSPLASH) is held at the
Mildred Anderson Dance Pavilion
on Labor Day weekend.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 12 to 100

* Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour

* Free guide services

Sioux City Public Museum
2901 Jackson St.
Sioux City 51104
712-279-6174; fax: 712-252-5615
e-mail: scpm@sioux-city.org
All year, 9-8 Tue., 9-5 Wed.-Sat.,
1-5 Sun., closed holidays
Built from pink-colored Sioux Falls
quartzite in the early 1890s, the
Pierce Mansion exhibits pioneer
materials from antique needlework
to a finished log cabin interior.
Explore the natural history of the
area through displays of birds, fish,
animals and minerals. American
Indian artifacts are also on
display. First-floor gift shop.
Air-conditioned.

» Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 1 to 100

* Tour length: 45 to 90 minutes

* Free guide services

Siouxiand Historical
Railroad Museum

3400 Sioux River Rd., Hwy. 12
Sioux City 51109
712-276-6432
e-mail: gn1355@aol.com
All year, 10-5 Fri.-Sun. (except
Memorial Day and Labor Day
weekends, 9-5 Sat. only)
History of the railroad in Sioux City
with displays, photographs and mod-
els. Actual rail equipment on display.
Restoration of steam locomotive.
Gift shop.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 1 to 2-1/2 hours

* Free guide services

Trinity Heights
2509 33rd St., 33rd and Floyd
Sioux City 51108
712-239-8670
Apr. 15-Oct. 15, 10-9 Mon.-Sun.;
10-4 p.m. other months
Thirty-foot stainless-steel statue of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
Queen of Peace, stands above circu-
lar walkways with gardens and
prayer stations. Another statue, the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, will be com-
pleted in 1997. Also see a life-size
woodcarving of the Last Supper.
Wheelchairs and carts available.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 1-1/2 hours

* Free guide services

Woodbury County
Courthouse
620 Douglas, Sioux City 51101
712-279-6459; fax: 712-279-6577
All year, 8-3:30 Mon.-Fri., and Sat.
by appointment
The courthouse, completed in 1917
and declared a national landmark in
June of 1996, is an example of
Prairie-style architecture with huge
foyer and elaborate stained-glass
window mosaics.

* Reservations required

(48-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Tour length: 20 to 60 minutes

* Free guide services
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English Mansion
Bed-and-Breakfast

1525 Douglas, Sioux City 51105
712-277-1386

All year, 8 a.m.-10 p.m.

A Sioux City landmark, this 1894
Richardsonian-style mansion is fully

restored, complete with seven hand-
painted ceiling murals.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Motorcoach parking

¢ Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 10 to 100

* Tour length: 30 to 90 minutes

* Free guide services

PERFORMING ARTS
Lamb Productions Dinner

Theater
712-255-9536

Municipal Auditorium
712-279-4850

Sioux City Community
Theater

712-233-2788

MOTORCOACH SERVICES
Arrow Stage Lines

Crusader Coach Lines, Inc.
Valley Bus Charters

TOUR OPERATORS
Allied Tour and Travel

ACCOMMODATIONS
Americlnn

Baymont Inn

Best Western-City Centre

Comfort Inn

Days Inn

Fairfield Inn

Haven Inn

Hilton Inn

Holiday Inn Express
Holiday Inn-Riverfront
Motel 6

Palmer House

Rath Inn

Riverboat Inn

Super 8 Motel

ACCOMMODATIONS
Rodeway Inn

ATTRACTIONS

Arts on Grand

408 North Grand Ave.
Spencer 51301
712-262-4307
www.pionet.net//~aog

e-mail: aog@nwiowa.com
All year, 10-5 Mon.-Fri., 10-3 Sat.
A rural, multidisciplinary arts agency
dedicated to making the arts available
to everyone. Programs include an
exhibit gallery with monthly
exhibits, an artists’ gallery shop, art
classes, special workshops, sponsor-
ship of Artists-in-the-Schools resi-
dencies, cultural trips and special
events.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Free guide services

Parker Historical Museum
of Clay County
300 E. Third St., Spencer 51301
712-262-3304
All year, 11:30-3:30 Tue.-Fri.; May-
Oct., 2-4 Sun.
The 1916 Arts and Crafts-style
house and adjacent Duroe Building
contain vintage clothing, china,
antiques and agricultural tools.
Research archives and library avail-
able. Visit one-room school and
general store. Museum strives to
collect and preserve Clay County
history.

* Reservations required

(1- to 2-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 45 maximum

* Tour length: 1-1/2 hours

minimum
e Free guide services

ACCOMMODATIONS
AmericInn Motel of Spencer

Budget Inn

The Hotel

Iron Horse Motel and Suites
Plaza One

Super 8 Motel

(see Okoboji/lowa Great Lakes)

Often referred to as the Swedish
capital of Towa, Stanton celebrates
various ethnic festivals and tradi-
tions throughout the year. Midsom-
mers Dag in June and Santa Lucia
festivals in December are the most
prominent. A huge Swedish
coffeepot stands over the town,
serving as its water tower. For more
information, contact:
Stanton Chamber of
Commerce, PO. Box 215,
Stanton 51573; 712-829-2186;
fax: 712-829-2412.
Population

800; founded 1870
Services

Tour planner

Calendar of events

Slides

Multilingual

Suggested itineraries

B/W photos

Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance

Meals

Ground transportation

Lodging

Staff escort
Industries

Agriculture

ATTRACTIONS

Swedish Heritage and
Cultural Center

415 Hilltop, Box 231, Stanton 51573
712-829-2840
e-mail: wdon@netins.net
Apr.-Oct., 1-4:30 Tue.-Sun.;
Nov.-Mar., limited hours
Artifacts, documents, photos and
text depict the journey of Swedish
immigrants to the United States and
southwest Iowa. Five rooms of
exhibits portray life in the Swedish
settlement.

* Reservations required

(48- to 72-hour notice)

» Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 1 to 50

* Tour length: 1 to 2 hours

* Free guide services

There are many parks along the
shores of Storm Lake, after which
the community is named. Take
advantage of the many recreational
and shopping opportunities. Buena
Vista University is recognized as one
of the leading innovative smaller
private universities in the country.
For more information, contact:
Storm Lake Chamber of
Commerce, 119 W. Sixth,
PO. Box 584, Storm Lake 50588;
712-732-3780, 888-752-4692;
fax: 712-732-1511;
www.stormlake.org;
e-mail: slc@nwiowa.com.
Population
10,000; founded in 1873
Services
Tour planner
Calendar of events
Suggested itineraries
Brochure shell
Step-on guides
Familiarization Assistance
Ground transportation
Staff escort
Currency Exchange
Citizens First National Bank
Fifth and Lake; 712-732-5440
Disposal Stations
Sunrise Campgrounds
Sunrise Rd.
712-732-8023 (Apr.-Oct.)
Industries
Merrill Manufacturing, IBP,
BilMar Foods, Buena Vista
University

ATTRACTIONS

Buena Vista County
Historical Museum

214 W. Fifth, Storm Lake 50588
712-732-4955
Noon-4 or by appointment
Exhibits change yearly. See an exhibit
representing early-day “Sports,
Games & Recreation.”

* Reservations required

(1-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 30 maximum

* Tour length: 15 to 60 minutes

* Free guide services

For more inﬁ)rmatinn on Western lowa Motorcoach Services, Tour Operators

and Accommodations, refer to the charts beginning on Page 57.
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Harker House
328 Lake Ave., Storm Lake 50588
712-732-3267
June-Aug., 9-8 for tours, Sat.-Sun.,
or by appointment
This 1875 house has original
furnishings and is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

« Tour size: 5 to 60

* Tour length: 1 hour

e Free guide services

Living Heritage Tree Museum
Sunset Park on W. Lakeshore Dr.
P.O. Box 584, Storm Lake 50588
712-732-3780; fax: 712-732-1511
Apr.-Oct., daily
Storm Lake city park dedicated to
planting documented seedlings and
cuttings of trees associated with
famous people or events. It is one of
the largest tree museums in the
United States and has an outdoor
classroom.

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 30 minutes

maximum

* Free guide services
Prairie Log House
214 W. Fifth, Storm Lake 50588
712-732-4955
Memorial Day-Labor Day,
2-4 Sat.-Sun.
Built on a farm near Rembrandt
around 1870, the log house today
stands overlooking the lake in
Storm Lake’s Sunrise Park. Of
Scandinavian construction, it was
once the home for a family of 12.
The “cabin” has been restored and
furnished to look as if the owner
still lived there.

* Reservations required

(1-day notice)

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 16 maximum

* Tour length: 15 to 45 minutes

* Free guide services

Santa’s Castle
200 E. Fifth
P.O. Box 584, Storm Lake 50588
712-732-3780
888-752-4692 (U.S.)
fax: 712-732-1511
www.stormlake.org
e-mail: slc@nwiowa.com
Thanksgiving-Christmas, daily, or
by appointment
One of the largest operating colléc-
tions of animated Christmas dis-
plays in the Midwest. Many are the
old electromechanical department
store window displays from years
past. Intermingled with more than
40 different animated displays are
uniquely decorated Christmas trees.
During the Christmas season,
10,000 visitors tour the castle, but
tours can be arranged during the
rest of the year by appointment.

* Reservations required

(1-day notice)

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 60 maximum

* Tour length: 15 to 30 minutes

* Free guide services

Witter Gallery
609 Cayuga, Storm Lake 50588
712-732-3400
All year, 1:30-4 Mon.-Fri.,
10-noon Sat.
Art exhibitions are changed monthly
with additional displays in our glass
cases. We also have a small selection
of note cards, pottery, jewelry and
other items in our gift gallery cases.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

» Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: 10 to 50

* Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour

* Free guide services

TOURS

Buena Vista University

610 W. Fourth, Storm Lake 50588
712-749-2400, 800-383-2821 (lowa)
fax: 712-749-2404

e-mail: farnumk@bvu.edu

All year, 8:30-4:30 Mon.-Fri.
Underground library/technology
center and Harold Walter Siebens
School of Business/Siebens Forum

both exhibit state-of-the-art facili-
ties and technology.
- * Reservations required
(4-week notice)

¢ Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

e Tour size: no limit

* Tour length: 1/2 to 1 hour

* Free guide services

Faith Hope and Charity
1815 W. Milwaukee
Storm Lake 50588
712-732-5127; fax: 712-732-6002
All year, 9:30-2:30
Faith Hope and Charity is a resi-
dential and health-care facility serv-
ing children with diagnoses in the
severe-to-profound range of mental
retardation. Thirty-two children
reside in four units in one building.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour size: up to 35

* Tour length: 30 to 90 minutes

* Free guide services

Furst-McNess Company
2000 Expansion Blvd.
Storm Lake 50588
712-749-8200; fax: 712-749-8214
All year, 9-2:30
Furst-McNess blends, bags, ware-
houses and distributes animal vita-
mins and trace minerals. Storage
and distribution of small household
product line.

* Reservations required

(1-week notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

¢ Tour size: 5 to 25

* Tour length: 20 to 45 minutes

* Free guide services

ACCOMMODATIONS
AmeriHost Inn

Budget Inn Motel

Sail Inn Motel

Storm Lake Super 8 Motel
Vista Economy Inn

For more information, contact:
West Central 1-80 Development
Corporation, PO. Box 57,

Stuart 50250; 515-523-1318;

fax: 515-523-1728.

ACCOMMODATIONS
The New Edgetowner Motel
Super 8 Motel

TOUR OPERATORS

Four Corners Travel Service Ltd.

ATTRACTIONS

Olson/Linn Museum and
Villisca Axe Murder House
323 E. Fourth, Villisca 50864
712-826-2756; fax: 712-826-2756
All year; Jan. 1-Oct. 1, 1-4 week-
ends; May-Oct., 9-4 weekdays;
weekend lamplight tours monthly
Large number of automobiles
dating from 1909. Primitives
from late 1800s to early 1900s.
Villisca Axe Murder House is the
scene of one of the Midwest’s
largest unsolved crimes in the 20th
century.

* Reservations required

(7-day notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour length: 3 to 8 hours

* Free guide services

ATTRACTIONS

Andy Williams Birthplace
102 E. First St., PO. Box 566
Wall Lake 51466
712-664-2119
Memorial Day-Labor Day, 2-4 Sat.,
or by appointment
The house where singer Andy
Williams was born and lived until 8
years of age, with displays of items
donated by Andy and members of
his fan club, along with other items
of local historical interest.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

* Tour size: 45 maximum

* Tour length: 20 to 60 minutes

* Free guide services
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Ghotto of the Redemption, West Bend

Walnut (Antique City) has
preserved its early 1900s brick

streets and quaint storefronts.
Described by visitors as “A Beautiful
Little Town,” the community has an
1899 opera house, three museums
and 20 antique stores. For more
information, contact:
Antique City Visitor Informa-
tion and Motorcoach Center,
607 Highland St., PO. Box 265,
Walnut 51577; 712-784-2100,
800-468-0852 (U.S.); or
Walnut Merchants Association,
PO. Box 704, Walnut 51577;
712-784-2100.
Population
897; founded in 1879
Familiarization Assistance
Staff escort
Currency Exchange
American Interstate Bank
712-784-2201
Disposal Stations
Budget Motel Campground
33246 Antique City Dr.
712-784-2233
" Industries
Agriculture and antiques

ATTRACTIONS
Antique City Welcome
Center — Walnut
607 Highland St., Walnut 51577
712-784-2100
All year; 9-5 Mon.-Sat.; noon-5
Sun.; closed Christmas, New Year’s,
Easter and Thanksgiving

* Reservations required for

coffee service
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking

Walinut Country Opera House
203 Antique City Dr.

P.O. Box 438, Walnut 51577
712-784-3001; fax: 712-784-2010
Memorial Day-Labor Day, 9-5

This 1899 restored opera house has a
pioneer music instrument museum,
Mid-America Old-Time Fiddlers
Hall of Fame, Mid-America Old-
Time Country Music Hall of Fame,
performance center, and guided
tours with musical presentations. See
how bootleggers concealed their
booty and how they avoided capture.
Also bed and breakfast, small cafe
and resident ghost.

* Reservations required

(4-week notice)
* Handicapped-accessible
* Motorcoach parking
* Admission fee
* Group rates
* Tour size: 45 to 150
* Tour length: 2 to 4 hours
* Guide services available for a fee

Walnut Creek
Historical Museum

Antique City Dr., Walnut 51577
712-784-2100
All year, by appointment
After touring this local museum,
visit the country schoolhouse, Mon-
roe #8 School, only one-half block
from museum.

* Reservations required

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Admission fee

* Group rates

ACCOMMODATIONS
Super 8 Motel
Walnut Creek Inn

For more information, contact:
West Bend Chamber of
Commerce, PO. Box 366,
West Bend 50597; 515-887-4721.
ATTRACTIONS
Country School House and
Sod House
Third St. SE, West Bend 50597
515-887-4721
Apr.-Sep., 2:30-3:30 Sat.,
2:30-4:30 Sun., or by appointment
* Reservations required
* Motorcoach parking
¢ Admission fee
* Group rates
* Tour size: 50 maximum
* Tour length: 1 hour maximum
* Free guide services

Grotto of the Redemption
300 N. Broadway, PO. Box 376
West Bend 50597
515-887-2371
www.okoboji.com/Attractions/Grotto
e-mail: grotto@ncn.net
All year, daily May 15-Oct.15,
restaurant open May 1-Oct. 15
The largest grotto in the world
representing the world’s largest
manmade collection of minerals
and petrification. Composite of
nine separate grottos portraying
the life of Christ in stones and
gems.The beauty of the grotto is
enhanced by flowers and wild
animals on the lake.

* Reservations required

(24-hour notice)

* Handicapped-accessible

* Motorcoach parking

* Tour length: 1 to 3 hours

* Free guide services

Historical Museum
First Ave. SW, West Bend 50597
515-887-4721
Apr.-Sep., 2:30-3:30 Sat.,
2:30-4:30 Sun., or by appointment
* Reservations required
* Motorcoach parking
* Admission fee
* Tour size: 50 maximum
* Free guide services

For more information on Western lowa Motorcoach Services, Tour Operators

52 and Accommodations, refer to the charts beginning on Page 57.
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- 24-hour exciting casino action - Over 1,000 slot machines
« The Heartland’s Video Slot Capital - Craps - Roulette - Blackjack
- Caribbean Stud  Spanish 21 - Four great restaurants
- Sports bar and cabaret - Live entertainment
- Deluxe hotel rooms and suites + Indoor pool, hot tub and sauna
- Exercise room - Kids Quest children’s center

AMERISTAR|

©1998 Ameristar Casino Council Bluffs, Inc.

A wholly owned subsidiary of Ameristar Casinos, Inc.
1-29, Nebraska Avenue Exit, Council Bluffs - 712-328-8888 « www.omeristars.com

Walk back through time, 25 or 25 million
years. Enjoy hands-on exhibits, fun family
programs, our gift shop and restaurant.

Iowa Historical Building
Free admission. Free parking.

600 East Locust Street
Des Moines, IA 50319
Phone: (515) 281-5111

Open: 9 am - 4:30 pm,
Tuesday-Saturday
Noon - 4:30 pm, Sun.

SEE IOWA IN STYLE! HELP WANTED?

elowa’s largest fleet of 55 passenger
luxury motor coaches

©28 passenger Executive Lounge Liner
with expanded leg room and sofa-
style rear seating

*47 passenger luxury coaches

*0n-board video systems

eComplete, customized wholesale and
pre-formed group planning service

eCompetitive charter and tour rates

eImpeccably kept equipment

eAward-winning safety

lowa’s group tour professionals
want to help. Call us for more
information about group travel
opportunities in lowa.

Towa Group Travel Association

888-461-IGTA (4482), Fax: 515-225-6363

Western lowa Tourism Region

888-623-4232, Fax: 712-623-9814

Central lowa Tourism Region

800-285-5842, Fax: 515-832-4809

Eastern lowa Tourism Region

800-891-EITA (3482), Fax: 319-472-2914

Iowa Division of Tourism

888-472-6035, Fax: 515-242-4718

IOWA

You make me smile. 2,

NORTHWEST IOWA TOURS
Fort Dodge, IA  Waterloo, IA
(515) 576-6494 (319) 236-0621
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Pack for New Adventure in Western Iowa!

Seven Great Tours for Groups!

' Ekperience...
lowa's Agri-
CULTURE

* Whether you're looking for the excitement
and entertainment available in our cities...
* Adventurous activities...
* A “taste” of our heritage and culture...

* Scenic drives through some of the most
unique and beautiful areas in lowa...

Western Iowa offers
your customers
a New Adventure.

Western Iowa Tourism Region

712-623-4232

* 502 East Coolbaugh Street

¢ Red Oak, Iowa 51566

e Fax: 712-623-9814 e Email: witr@netins.net
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Carroll

Creston

Fort Dodge

Logan

Orange City

Sioux City
(Includes
Correctionville)

Motorcoach Services .

Name e Address ¢ Phone e Fax ¢ Description

Windstar Lines, Inc.

1424 Hwy. 71 N./P0. Box 382, Carroll 51401
712-792-4221, 888-4WINDSTAR (U.S./Canada)

fax: 712-792-5229

We provide excellent service, safe and experienced drivers,
clean and beautiful coaches, and first-class tours.

F and M Body Shop
901 S. Division/P.0. Box 382, Creston 50801
515-782-5115, fax: 515-782-8011

Hi-Crest
707 S. Vine, Creston 50801, 515-782-2202
General repairs only.

Hulett and Son Auto Salvage
103 S. Osage, Creston 50801, 515-782-4807
Mechanical work.

Northwest lowa Transportation, Inc.
2755 200th St./PO. Box 911, Fort Dodge 50501
515-576-6494, fax: 515-955-1983
WWW.Uma.org/nwiowa.htm
Wheelchair-lift-equipped motorcoach

and customized group planning.

Crusader Coach Lines Inc.
422 E. Seventh St., Logan 51546
712-644-2604, 800-759-7995 (U.S.), fax: 712-644-2648

De Jong 0il and Repair

Industrial Air Park/P.0. Box 348, Orange City 51041
712-737-2327, fax. 712-737-3232

Diesel engine repairs.

Arrow Stage Lines

524 Chambers St., Sioux City 51101
712-255-0141, 800-776-0141 (U.S./Canada)
fax: 712-255-5733

Crusader Coach Lines Inc.
921 Dace Ave., Sioux City 51102
712-252-1089, 800-252-1089 (U.S.), fax: 712-255-7030

Valley Bus Charters

1022 Fir/P.0. Box 69, Correctionville 51016
712-372-4205, 800-530-7433 (U.S./Canada)
fax: 712-372-4605

WE S T ER N 10 WA

Charter Service

Typelnl Equipment

Late-model Van Hool
European-style coaches
(49-passenger)

47- and 55-passenger MCH;

28-passenger Executive
Lounge Liner

47- and 55-passenger MCI

29-passenger minibuses;
15-passenger vans

47- and 55-passenger MC;

29-passenger minibuses;
15-passenger vans

7MCI (8and 9);
47-passenger
motorcoaches

Emérgancy Road Services

Towing Services

Bus Servicing

Dumping Facilities

ko tees

Relief Drivers

Exterior Bus Washing

Interior Bus Cleaning .

Receptive Services

Step-On Guide Services
Credit Cards Accepted

VS, MC

VS, MC

VS, MC

and ‘MII‘lati‘nn‘s ‘

ABA
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' - I Adair Adair Budget Inn 34 N . 5
== Exit 76 off I-80/P.0. Box 397, Adair 50002
Name e Address ® Phone © Fax ¢ Description e . a 515-742-5553, 600-909-10WA, fa. 515-742-3477
lantic Four Corners Travel S < Kids free. Park at door
s 802 Sunnyside Lane, Atlantic 50022, 712-243-6855, 800-648-4451 (U.S./Canada), faX~f712 24%3?;7[”9”0””“@, . »
Air, rail, motorcoach and cruise tours. Hotel and car reservations arranged. Group tours from gamoling - e a Ee‘ts; g’?f,'%g} ,38539 Jg&le:dmnmoz 2 N s s vl C o] [ e
o| o| o | o X 0oiT I-aU/F.U. boxX , Adair
i ihart Tours and Travel . 515-742-5251, 800-528-1234 (U.S.), fax: 515-742-3477
b i gi% #1, Box 37, Braddyville 51631, 712-582-3200, fax: 71 2-582-3200 e -9 AAA, all quegn beds.
Fun, informative motorcoach tours from one fo 30 aays. e I i AL Sl e et e ; o ; gt
L] L] L] . . L L L] L] a
ountry Travel I 600 Huy. 18 W, Algona 50511
g B&nﬂyﬂ?ﬁ N, Caroll 51401, 712-792-0742, 800-796-4440 (U S /Canatda,fax. 712-792:5229 e 3 515-295-3333, 800-634-3444 (U S.), fax: 515-295-9215
ol o| 0| 0| 0| 0| 0| 0| www.americinn.com
i st Wind Travel e l >
o ‘ﬁg N. 16th St., Clarinda 51632, 712-542-3560, 800-649-9463 (U.S.), fax: 712-542-3784 } . ) Burr Oak Motel 2 T NE = |@ C
www.westwindtravel.com, e-mail: brendap@clarinda.heartland.net [ 3 a ?%y ;9659%1/;'%%[2??2? 181000 fax: 515-295-2979
L L . __ A s 2 ) " = 3 &
el, Inc. 3 . www.imalodging.com
i ?(‘J‘;:\la.lél‘rrnr%reston 50801, 515-782-6529, 8%-622—2%75 (US), fax: 515-782-9722 ‘ I ) Recliners, in-room coffee, remote TV/HBO.
-Servit el agency: air, train, cruise, motorcoach tours.
Al ‘ e Atlantic Econo Lodge Motel 51 1 N . 0| o | o
i Feich/Ann’s Tours o e I 1-80 and 71, Exit 60/Rte. #3, Box 199, Atlantic 50022
Fontanele R AOnS! Fonarle SBAG-017 SIS 7432078 ofofof . L EHo 0, 10 5 B o o TR 2 1
Informative, mall, casino, senior citizen, and Branson tours. Individual group and bank tours. Q I D In-room coffee; free local calls; ten senior rooms with phones with
o of o o o o| o | o ABA : large-type numbers, one-lever faucets and bath bars.
lowa Tours :
Fort Dodge ;l;lﬁlgh;(')&shl St/P0. Box 911, Fort Dodge 50501, 515-576-6494, fax: 515-955-1983, www.uma.org/nwiowa htm e‘ I g ﬁ""esr {?Tg(t)glt; P IAL ATy T Ml 1|1 NP [o [o [o | . ¢ o | o | o
o| o| o| o o @ ° - Wy.0 L., . OBventn/r.uU. Box o, Atiantic
tryside Travel \ I > 712-243-4723, 888-243-2378 (U.S.), fax: 712-243-2864
S (5:10 él 'Flurg St. Glenwood 51534, 712-527-9201, 800-828-5445 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-527-3849 Q : Www.super8.com
Group and individual Loess Hills tours. e I 0 Sauna, shopping nearby.
T ° e| o | o | o 2 2
rusader Coach Lines Inc. I Q Carroll Best Western Holiday 216 |32 N o C o | o
Logan 222 E. Seventh St., Logan 51546, 712-644-2604, 800-759-7995 (U.S.), fax: 712-644-2648 e ) Hiwy. 30, Carroll 51401 '
Charter and group tour planning. Bank tour groups. - l O 712-792-9214, 800-237-8438 (U.S.), fax: 712-792-5308
. . ] [ ] o| o | o °
i i ican Travel (= Burke Inn Hl4]2 N o | o . . G o | o | o
i Q(I)geEr.lgzr‘ile‘St.. Missouri Valley 51555, 712-642-4147, 800-492-3222 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-642-3905 - I 9 1225 Plaza Dr,, Carroll 51401
We specialize in corporate travel, school groups, and international tours. ey = @ 212—792—5156, 800-348-5156 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-792-6674
e| o o . o | o s e\‘“ I dauna.
i i i d Travel -
st géu%'h:;g;r:n&, Sioux City 514101.712j255'-0141,800—77641141 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-265-5733 . ' Ji Carrollton Inn APt N B el e ] e s
Customized tours to local or regional destinations. e“‘ ‘i ;';”25'77912’\15{5%8 56’3 %g gsa%o(lbsgljglnada) fax: T12-792-5600
o| of o ° e | o | o =3I~ ) (963090 {U.0. 1d), fax: -2~
Corners Travel Service Ltd. b l - wwwi.carrolitoninn.com, e-mail: carrlton@pionet.net
Toe{s fguETMain/P.O. Box W, Treynor 51575, 712-487-3515, 800-247-1667 (U.S.), fax: 712-487-3475 Q I »
Day (or longer) specialty tours. @ ?;gifmmtﬁl . 30 2 N . C o | o
l 3 712-792-4753, 800-800-8000 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-792-4753
e* a Free coffee all day.
@ | - Cherokee Best Western, La Grande Hacienda 8502 12 | NP | e 1 & fie C o | o | o
» Hwy. 59 N./1401 N. Second St., Cherokee 51012
@ 712-225-5701, 800-924-3765, fax: 712-225-3926
\ . Clarinda Celebrity Inn 36 I . .
@
= S. Jet. Hwys. 2 and 71, Clarinda 51632
9
@ 712-542-5178, fax: 712-542-5085
) @ Council Bluffs ~ Ameristar Casino Hotel 160 8 [ 8 P e |o (o | . e | o [ o
[ (Includes Carter Lake)  |-29 and Nebraska Ave. Exit, 2200 River Rd., Council Bluffs 51501
9 712-328-8888, 800-700-1012 (U.S.), fax: 712-328-8882
e www.ameristars.com
, " Live entertainment in Amerisports on weekends, packages available
e for day groups and overnights.
A, v
<9
()
o
.
gi“" ;
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Location Name e Address * Phone  Fax e Description

Council Bluffs ~ Best Western Crossroads of the Bluffs

(Includes Carter Lake) 2216 27th Ave., Council Bluffs 51501, 712-322-3150, fax: 712-322-6233
24-hour shuttle to airport, casinos. Red carpet welcome reception with
complimentary brownies and lemonade, express check-in and
complimentary baggage service.

Best Western Metro Inn and Suites

3537 W. Broadway, Council Bluffs 51501

712-328-3171, 800-55-OMAHA (U.S.), fax: 712-328-2205
Suites have refrigerator, microwave, coffeemaker, hair dryer.
Welcome reception.

Chalet Motor Lodge
1530 Ave. G, Council Bluffs 51501, 712-328-3041

Comfort Suites

1801 S. 35th St., Council Bluffs 51503

712-323-9760, 800-528-5150, fax: 712-323-6490

Convenient location, meeting room, parking for buses. Casinos provide free
Shuttle service.

Council Bluffs Garden Inn

2325 Ave. N, Council Bluffs 51501

712-328-3881, fax: 712-328-1084

Dry-heat sauna, game room, 24-hour transportation to casinos, airport, local
altractions. Welcome committee, baggage transportation upon request

Country Inn and Suites
2210 Abbott Drive, Carter Lake 51510
712-347-5600, 800-456-4000, fax: 712-347-5656

Days Inn

3619 Ninth Ave., Council Bluffs 51501

712-323-2200, 800-329-7466 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-322-2370
Close to casinos, park n' fly program to Omaha’s Eppley Airport.

Econo Lodge

3208 S. Seventh, Council Bluffs 51501
712-366-9699, 800-553-2666, fax: 712-366-6129
Welcome reception.

Fairfield Inn

1-80, Exit 3, Council Bluffs 51503

712-366-1330, 800-228-2800 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-366-1330
Close to airport, shopping, z0o; 24-hour faxing, copying.

Harveys Casino/Hotel

1 Harveys Blvd., Council Bluffs 51501

712-329-6000, 800-HARVEYS, fax: 712-329-6490

Fine dining, rooftop restaurant, 24-hour riverboat casino, personal greeting
on arrival.

Heartland Inn

1-80, Exit 5, N. on Madison Ave., Council Bluffs 51503

712-322-8400, 800-334-3277, fax: 712-322-4022

Outstanding guest service, weekly managers social, weekday a.m. coffee
delivery to guest rooms, 24-hour coffee bar. Frequent Travelers Program.
Motorcoach groups receive manager’s welcome, preregistration of rooms.

Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites

2200 River Rd., Council Bluffs 51501
712-322-5050, 888-682-0900, fax: 712-322-9232
www.khconline.com

Interstate Inn

2717 S. 24th St., Council Bluffs 51501

712-328-8899, 800-90-LODGE (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-328-6883

Free coffee in lobby, free ice, free local phone calls. Welcome and departing
gifts, free bus clean-out.

Motel 6
3032 S. Expressway, Council Bluffs 51501
712-366-2405, 800-466-8356 (U.S.), fax: 712-366-8105
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Handicapped Rooms
Restaurant: Nearby (N)

On Premises (P)

Lounge

Cable/Movies

Hot Iub

Fitness Center

Pool: Indoor (1) Outdoor (0)
Baggage Handling

Free Breakfast:
Continental (C) or Full (F)
Gift Shop

Group Rates
Motorcoach Parking
Escort/Driver Comp Room
Memberships/Affiliations

Suites
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Location Name ¢ Address ® Phone e Fax ® Description

Council Bluffs ~ Settle Inn Hotel and Suites

(Includes Carter Lake) 500 30th Ave., Council Bluffs 51501

712-366-5555, 888-980-5555 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-366-6225
Whirlpool and theme suites; casino shuttle; 24-hour coffee and tea.

Starlite Motel
Hwy. 6/3320 W. Broadway, Council Bluffs 51501, 712-328-2626

Super 8 Motel
2712 S. 24th St,, Council Bluffs 51501
712-322-2888, 800-800-8000, fax: 712-322-2888 ext. 102

Western Inn
|-80 and Madison Ave./1842 Madison Ave., Council Bluffs 51503
712-322-4499, 800-322-1842 (U.S/Canada), fax: 712-322-4499

Creston Berning Motor Inn
301 W. Adams, Creston 50801, 515-782-7001, fax: 515-782-9941
Banquet and megting rooms for ten to 350 people. Variety of buffets and
menu packages to accommodate any size group. Large parking area.

Creston Super 8 Motel

Jot. Hwys. U.S. 34 and State 25/804 W. Taylor, Creston 50801
515-782-6541, fax: 515-782-6541

Free local calls; king rooms; 24-hour desk.

Denison Best Western Denison’s Inn
Hwys. 30, 59 and 141/502 Boyer Valley Rd., Denison 51442
712-263-5081, 800-428-0684 (U.S.), fax: 712-263-2898

Days Inn

Jet. Hwys. 30 and 59 S./315 Chamberlin Dr., Denison 51442
712-263-2500, 800-329-7466 (U.S.), fax: 712-263-8656
Spa; sauna, refrigerator and wet bar in Suite; truck parking; fax.

Jo-Mart Motel
150 N. Seventh St., Denison 51442, 712-263-8766

Emmetsburg IMA Suburban Motel
Hwys. 4 and 18 W./3635 450th Ave., Emmetsburg 50536-8709
712-852-2626, 800-341-8000, fax: 712-852-2821

Estherville Super 8
Hwy. 9 E./1919 E. Central Ave., Estherville 51334
712-362-2400, 800-800-8000, fax: 712-362-2800

Fort Dodge Best Western Starlite Village-Fort Dodge
Hwys. 169 and 7/1518 Third Ave. NW, Fort Dodge 50501
515-573-7177, 800-903-0009 (U.S.), fax: 515-573-3999

Budget Host
116 Kenyon Rd., Fort Dodge 50501
515-955-8501, 800-BUD-HOST, fax: 515-955-4968

Budget Travelers Inn
300 First Ave. S., Fort Dodge 50501, 515-576-2191

Comfort Inn
2938 Fifth Ave. S., Fort Dodge 50501, 515-573-3731, fax: 515-573-2620
New facility; 16th room free.

Holiday Inn
2001 U.S. 169 S, Fort Dodge 50501
515-955-3621, 800-HOLIDAY, fax: 515-955-3643

Super 8 Motel

3040 Fifth Ave. S., Fort Dodge 50501
515-576-8000, 800-800-8000, fax: 515-576-8000
Baggage handling on request.

Towers Motel
324 Kenyon Rd./Bus. Hwy. 20 W,, Fort Dodge 50501
515-955-8575, 800-232-7874, fax: 515-955-8575
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Handicapped Rooms

Restaurant: Nearby ()

N, P

N, P

N, P

Memberships/Affiliations

EscortDriver Comp Room

Pool: Indoor (1) Outdoor (0)

Fitness Center
Baggage Handling
Continental (C) or Full (F)

Cable/Movies

Hot Tub

Free Breakfast:

Gift Shop
Motorcoach Parking

On Premises (P)
Lounge
Group Rates
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Glenwood Western Inn 30| 1 N LIS () sl I Okoboji/lowa  Super 8 Motel
707 S. Locust St., Glenwood 51534, 712-527-3175 - ~ Great Lakes 2203 Circle Dr. W, Spirit Lake 51360
: I (Includes Arolds Park,  712-336-4901, 800-800-8000 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-336-4901
Guthrie County  Lake Panorama National 2013 1 P o o 0 . G Milford and Spirit Lake)
(Includes Panora) 5071 Clover Ridge Rd., Panora 50216 I “a Triggs Bay Resort 45 N . 0 e
515-755-2080, 800-879-1917, fax: 515-755-2163 6 ! Linden Dr./P.0. Box 116, Amolds Park 51331, 712-332-2215
Q 300-foot sand beach, boat ramp, boat docks and lifts, gas dock, boat rentals,
Harlan Harlan 59-er Motel Bl =Tl ddn f=N. P o Jie (e C o | o [ off-season rates.
1148 Hwy, 59 N., Harlan 51537 = )
712-755-5999, 800-960-5999, fax: 712-755-7906 c I }'jﬂ?‘;’f 53731' /ggsgn . T R S RN (PO B e el 10 2 U8 ABA
. 71/P0. Box 499, Okobaji 51355 : ’
Humboldt Broadway Inn 38 1 N o | o . C el (R I > 712-33;’—)’2161,800-727-4561 (U.S].), fax: 712-332-77271 i
812 N. 13th St., Humboldt 50548 (= 3 18-hole championship golf course, indoor/outdoor tennis courts, racquetball,
515-332-3545 /Dgg/lllg track, welcome reception.
e-mail: eastvil@ncn.net
Ida Grove Delux Motel 39 6 N . . c 4
5981 Hwy. 175/P.0. Box 262, Ida Grove 51445 Village West Resort .
712-364-3317, 800-342-0336 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-364-4076 C : - ;?gmgHwy 86, SpirtLake 51360 36 (109] 1 [ NP |o | [ 10 NTA
- -337-3223, 800-677-4561, fax: 712-337-0352
e G:vnyh%g%o Box 511, Le Mars 51031 i I ’ "¢ ’ & l | e ks Rt gk ; L
712-546-7066, 800-338-0298 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-548-4058 e - 25 Lake Shore Dr/PO. Box 119, Amolds Park 51331 \
Le Mars Super 8 Motel : - 504122 [ N o | L e € |fe (Ve P I 23771, fax T12-332:6050
Hwy. 75 S./1201 Hawkeye Ave. SW, Le Mars Ona .
712-546-8300, 800-800-8000 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-546-8800 G l — | wa lsggeErxﬁ m}glo B Casiom 80|13 N .
Www.super8.com - | 712-423-2101, fax: 712-423-3480
Missouri Valley Days Inn Missouri Valley 48 | 4 N o |o | o C . I " :
1907 oy, 00, Wl oy Jtols ; & | 2 i ?oﬁ’i‘gﬁt%’g?ysggo. Box 192, Orange City 51041 : it : i o t
712-642-4003, 800-329-7466 (U.S.), fax: 712-642-3813 ‘ ) T12-T37-3490, fax. 710-737.4181
Rath Inn “ P 5 - ~ I Pocahontas  Chief Motel
Jot. 1-29 and Hwy. 30/R.R. 2, Box 182, Missouri Valley 51555, 712-642-2723 () — 801 West Elm. Pocahontas 50574 34
Free coffee or tea. 6 l ; 712-335-3395
Super 8 Motel fa(21]2 N . . . C OB (R (B ‘ o=
3167 Juliet Ave, Missouri Valley 51555 - nad sk Beming’s Red Coach Inn 74 11 P feo]e 0 c oo
712-642-4788 800»800»8000([] S) ” ; 1200 Senate Ave., Red Oak 51566
: hu @ | 712-623-4864, 800-544-6002, fax; 712-623-2389
Okoboji/lowa  Country Club Motel 57 | 16 U .
Great Lakes 1107 Sanborn Ave./PO. Box128(7i, 0k)0boji 51355 @ ’ ; ggg;;ngtm::' o 38 |22 |9 N o |o | o c o
(Includes Amolds Park,  712-332-5617, 800-831-5615 (lowa [ 4
Miford and Spirit Lake) fax; 712-332-7705 e ; 712-623-6919, 800-800-8000 (U.S.), fax: 712-623-6926
Crescent Beach Lodge 46 | 2 NP o | C [o|o o] & I v Sheldon :fm geocmdlzn Sk G e 3 g | p il el e . c -
1620 Lakeshore Dr., Milford 51351 ~ ond Ave., Sheldon , [12-324-5353, fax: 712-324-5353
712-337-3351, 800-417-1117 (U.S.), fax: 712-337-3137 @ ;
Family-sized rooms/suites on West Lake Okoboji, most with kitchenettes. E Super 8 Motel 05 |4 N I R () T C o I
Island playground, boats. & : Hwy. 60 N./201 N. 2nd Ave., Sheldon 51201
, 712-324-8400, 800-800-8000 (IA), fax; 712-324-8352
Fillenwarth Beach 93 | 50 N . 0 s
87 Lakeshore Dr/P.0. Box 536, Arnolds Park 51331 v 9 Shenandoah  Tall Corn Motel and Restaurant 65 P e |e silei il o
712-332-5646, 800-332-7236, fax: 712-332-5646 6 1503 W. Sheridan Ave./P.0. Box 128, Shenandoah 51601
wwwfillenwarthbeach.com - 712-246-1550, fax. 712-246-4773
Free ski, sail, 49-foot cruisers, jungle cruise rides. Free paddlewheel, Gl Meeting room available with TV and VCR.
rowboats, canoes. ; Sibley Super 8 Motel 11 1 \
L]
Four Seasons Resort B3| 2 NP | @ |@ . G, ; 1108 Second Ave., Sibley 51249 b =z
Hwy. 71/P.0. Box 87, Amolds Park 51331, 712-332-2103, 800-876-2103 712-754-3603, 800-800-8000, fax: 712-754-3479
Complete marina, sand beach, boat hoists, lake-front accommodations, Gj 9 :
beautitul sunsets. On West Lake Okoboji Sioux Center  Econo Lodge ' Bl ol N . . c A
~ 86 Ninth St. Circle NE, Sioux Center 51250
The Inn Resort Complex 13070 |1 | NP | @ [ e LO| e O 120 0 PR RO @ @ 712-722-4000, fax: 712-722-4013
3301 Lakeshore Dr,/P.0. Box 559, Okoboji 51355 - L v N ]
712-332-2113, 800-831-5092, fax: 712-332-2714 @ _Q Sioux City Americlnn 4 58 11| 4 N o | o . C weal e e
= 4230 S. Lewis Blvd., Sioux City 51106
Ramada Ltd. o) e ol N o |o (o || | C o | o @ 712-255-1800, 800-634-3444, fax: 712-255-1800
Hwys. 9 and 71, 2704 17th St., Spirit Lake 51360 R a T it
712-336-3984, 800-272-6232 (Cont. U.S.), fax: 712-336-4239 — ont Inn N
(Gort. US) v 9 3101 Singing Hills Bvd., Sioue City 51106 5 o ; i i
Shamrock Inn 36 1 N . 0| e o o | e 6 712-233-2302, fax: 712-233-3075
Hwys. 9 and 71 W., 2231 18th St., Spirit Lake 51360 ;
712-336-2668, fax: 712-336-1007 ~
Recreation room. Refrigerators and coffeemakers in each room. @ :
¢
-
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Sioux City

Name e Address  Phone e Fax ¢ Description

Best Western-City Centre

130 Nebraska St., Sioux City 51101

712-277-1550, 800-528-1234, fax: 712-277-1120

Free cocktail hour and cooked-to-order breakfast. Shuttle service to riverboat
gaming and airport.

Comfort Inn
4202 S. Lakeport, Sioux City 51106
712-274-1300, 800-228-5150 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-274-7592

Days Inn
3000 Singing Hills Blvd., Sioux City 51106
712-258-8000, 800-325-2525 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-252-1323

Fairfield Inn

4716 Southern Hills Dr,, Sioux City 51106

712-276-5600, 800-228-2800 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-276-5600
Complimentary passes to local health club. Complimentary
welcome reception.

Haven Inn
2815 Singing Hills Blvd., Sioux City 51111
712-258-6551, fax: 712-255-3819

Hilton Inn

707 Fourth St., Sioux City 51101

712-277-4101, 800-593-0555 (U.S.), fax: 712-277-3168

Connected by skywalk to convention center, covered parking, downtown
shopping, restaurants, hospital.

Holiday Inn Express
4230 S. Lakeport St., Sioux Gity 51106
712-274-1400, 800-424-4777, fax. 712-276-2136

Holiday Inn-Riverfront
1-29 and Hamilton Blvd., Sioux City 51103
712-277-3211, 800-274-3211 (U.S.), fax: 712-277-1410

Motel 6
6166 Harbor Dr,, Sioux City 51111
712-277-3131, 800-466-8356, fax:712-255-4424

Palmer House
3440 Gordon Dr. E., Sioux City 51106
712-276-4221, 800-833-4221 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-276-9535

Rath Inn

1-29, Sioux City Airport Exit/P.0. Box 685, Sioux City 51054
712-943-5079, fax: 712-943-4847

Close to three casinos.

Riverboat Inn

701 Gordon Dr., Sioux City 51101

712-277-9400, 800-238-6146 (U.S.), fax: 712-258-2074
www.riverboatinn.com, e-mail: rvrvtinn@pionet.net

Meeling and banquet facilities, step-on services upon request.

Super 8 Motel
4307 Stone Ave., Sioux City 51106
712-274-1520, 800-800-8000, fax: 712-274-1520

Rodeway Inn

1862 Hwy. 141, Sloan 51055/P.0. Box 390, Winnebago, NE 68071
712-428-4280, 800-228-2000, fax: 712-428-4280

Casino specials, packages.

Americinn Motel of Spencer
1005 13th St. SW, Spencer 51301
712-262-7525, 800-634-3444, fax: 712-262-7514

Budget Inn
1004 S. Grand Ave., Spencer 51301, 712-262-4620, fax: 712-262-9508
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Pool: Indoor (1) Outdoor (0)
Memberships/Affiliations

Baggage Handling
Continental (C) or Full (F)
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Location
Spencer

Storm Lake

Stuart

Walnut

Accommodations

Name ¢ Address ¢ Phone e Fax ¢ Description

The Hotel
605 Grand Ave., Spencer 51301, 712-262-2010, fax: 712-262-5610

Iron Horse Motel and Suites

Hwys. 71:and 18 S./10 11th St. SE, Spencer 51301
712-262-9123, fax: 712-262-4538

Baggage handling on request.

Plaza One
Hwys. 18and 71 S., Spencer 51301, 712-262-6100

Super 8 Motel
209 11th St. SW, Spencer 51301
712-262-8500, 800-800-8000 (U.S./Canada), fax: 712-262-8500

AmeriHost Inn

1726 Lake Ave., Storm Lake 50588

712-732-1000, 800-434-5800 (U.S.), fax: 712-732-3548
Discount on rates.

Budget Inn Motel

1504 N. Lake Ave., Storm Lake 50588

712-732-2505, 800-383-7666, fax: 712-732-7056

Meeting room for 150 people; 32 rooms remodeled with new carpet
Discount prices available.

Sail Inn Motel

1015 E. Lakeshore Dr, Storm Lake 50588
712-732-1160, 800-984-4555 (U.S.), fax: 712-732-9441
Express check-in.

Storm Lake Super 8 Motel

101 W. Milwaukee Ave., Storm Lake 50588

712-732-3063, 800-800-8000 (U.S./Canada)
Www.super8.com, e-mail: cjohnson@supertelhospitality.com

Vista Economy Inn
1316 N. Lake Ave., Storm Lake 50588
712-732-2342, B00-451-6261, fax: 712-732-4753

The New Edgetowner Motel
1-80, Exit 93, Stuart 50250, 515-523-1122

Super 8 Motel

1-80, Exit 93/207 SE Seventh, Stuart 50250
915-523-2888, 800-800-8000 (U.S.), fax: 515-523-1558
Preregistration.

Super 8 Motel
2109 Antique City Dr,, Walnut 51577
712-784-2221, 800-800-8000 (U.S.), fax: 712-784-3961

Walnut Creek Inn

1-80, Exit 46/P.0. Box 102, Walnut 51577

712-784-2233, 800-711-5409 (Cont. U.S. ), fax: 712-784-2235
lowass Antigue City with 120 dealers nearby.

Rooms
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Handicapped Rooms
Restaurant: Nearby (N)
On Premises (P)
Lounge
Cable/Movies

Hot Tub

Fitness Center

Pool: Indoor (1) Outdoor (0)
Baggage Handling
Free Breakfast:
Continental (C) or Full (F)
Gift Shop

Group Rates
Motorcoach Parking
Escort/Driver Comp Room
Memberships/Affiliations

NTA




® q

Gk N R L DG SONTA

b N TR AT WA

at the National Sprint Car
or walk in the steps of a Hollywood giant at the

Championships, relax at lowas largest lakes, or head to the
birthplace of “The Duke.” In Mason City, admire

states uptown capital city for metropolitan entertainment.

lowa State University, Ames

Prairie School architecture, visit the boyhood home

of Mevedich Willion— composerof The Mugte -~ =~ -+ 508 < (IR~ srtioudiioe oo b o e SRR
Man — or march across the footbridge featured

in this renowned musical, Pause o reflect at Clear In central lowa, you're in the heart of the Heartland! The Central

¢
[
entral lowa offers a collection of award- ¢
winning attractions and festivals blended ¢
with services that cater to motorcoach o Wind through a beautiful riverside greenbelt, including
groups. We invite you to experience the hospitality and ¢ ‘. trails blazed by dragoons, the military scouts of a time gone by.
diversity of the central region, including city lights and . f Ride a trolley, or explore historic wagon trails. See how lowa
country sites, and the ’ ﬂ Jfeeds the world during an enlightening agricultural tour,
Gv ]
sounds of excitement — ¢ l: including stops ar one of the Midwests largest grocery distribu-
|
from railroad whistles ¢ l tion centers, an agricultural manufacturer or a working farm.
to the thundering ¢ I lowa State University
hooves of a premier $ ¢ I offers world-class entertain-
horse race. ; § ¢ ! ment and Big 12 Conference
&
5 ¢ l action. Enjoy an excursion
8 < ¢ ! R =
3 r or dining cruise on a shim-
S ¢ e Lok L
B 6 I mering lake or scenic river,
B % 3
B I or take a breathtaking ride S
e | on the highest railroad trestle i
Tulip Time in Pella offers a colorful greeting of | g
blossoming flo £ . o 5 S in the state on the Boone E
ssoming flowers each spring, along with year- §
) | and Scenic Valley Railroad, i
round attractions and activities. Sense romance in | 5
Experience sprint car action <
the air at the covered bridges of Madison County, I &

Lake’s Surf Ballroom — the site of the last concert
given by Buddy Holly, ].P “The Big Bopper”
Richardson and Ritchie Valens.

lowa Tourism Region staff is ready to assist you with information and

support materials as you plan your group travel experience through our

“miles of smiles.”

For more information, contact:
A?'ﬂp_,x:: ey Central lowa Tourism Region
.M . PO. Box 454
MCRAIA . Wetster Ciny lowa 50595-0454
(GRS phone: 515-832-4808 or 800-285-5842 (U.S.)
Wieaof Seiles. 1y 515-832-4809
WWW.10Watourism.org
e-mail: citr@netins.net
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CENTRAL TOWA FROM A TO Z!

Agriculture

If it's Des Moines in August, it must be the
Iowa State Fair — the granddaddy of them
all! This central Iowa event has been made
into a movie three times, two of which were
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical produc-
tions. lowa State University in Ames is a
world leader in agricultural research, educa-
tion and extension services. Living History
Farms in Greater Des Moines tells the amaz-
ing story of how Iowans transformed the
fertile prairies of the Midwest into the most
productive farmlands in the world, and
depicts more than 300 years of agricultural
heritage in five historical time periods. The
World Pork Expo in Des Moines draws thou-
sands each year. Madison County is famous
not only for its covered bridges but as the
home of the Delicious apple. Some of the
finest blue cheese in the country comes from
Maytag Dairy Farms near Newton, and the
south Iowa community of Allerton is home to

the New Zealand milk-processing plant.

Business and Industry

Quality products are made at these central
Iowa companies: Maytag washers in Newton;
Frigidaire washers and dryers and Beam
central vacuums in Webster City; Uncle B’s
Bakery bagels in Ellsworth; Archway Cookies
and Fareway Foods in Boone; Kraft General
Foods Jell-O pudding snacks in Mason City;
Hy-Vee Foods in Chariton and Des Moines;
Vermeer Manufacturing and Pella windows
and doors in Pella; Lennox Industries in
Marshalltown; Winnebago Industries in
Forest City; and publishing giant Meredith
Corporation in Des Moines, a city also
known as the third-largest insurance center
in the world.

CIimate

Towa’s weather appeals to everyone — sooner
or later! Diversity of season is a great reason
to love lowa’s climate. A typical year brings
266 sunny or partly cloudy days, and 99
cloudy days. Winter snowfall averages 30
inches and relative humidity averages 72 per-
cent. Summer means fragrant grass and fresh-
picked fruit, lazy naps and quick-paced walks,
floating in boats and batting at balls. Fall
provides cool, crunchy-leaf days, pumpkin
faces and cinnamon spices, hayrack rides and
harvest moons. Winter brings silver white
mornings and hot chocolate evenings, family
skating and daredevil sledding, rosy cheeks
and warm wraps. Spring means tiny buds and
baby birds, gentle breezes and welcome rains,
newborn gardens and airborne kites.

Democracy

Towa’s 99 counties were established in the last
century as part of a county government system
that placed each county seat within one day’s
travel by horseback. In some circumstances,
the selection of the county seat town was
“duked out” with multiple elections, court
cases or, in one notorious instance, a wrestling
match! Thirty-four counties make up the
Central Iowa Tourism Region. Every four
years, all eyes are on Iowa during its primary
caucuses to monitor the outcome of the straw
poll — the first-in-the-nation test of candidate
strength in the race for president. Political
history is still in the making — and open for
viewing — at the spectacular gold-domed
Towa Capitol in Des Moines.

Ethnic Diversity

Towans hail from a variety of nationalities,
ties that are still apparent today. Amish settle-
ments in Davis and Lucas counties preserve
the traditional “no frills” lifestyle of this cul-
ture, and those traveling in these counties are
as likely to see horse and buggies as they are
to see automobiles on the roadways. The
story of Pella’s Dutch heritage is featured in
the Klokkenspel located just off the town
square. This animated musical clock accom-
panied by a 147-bell carillon depicts the
story of Dominie Scholte and his wife
Mareah’s journey from Holland and the
establishment of the community of Pella. The
Meskwaki settlement near Tama brings Iowa’s
rich American Indian heritage alive, and the
Scandinavian past of Story City is celebrated
each year with an annual festival. Those in
Ackley “relish” their heritage with Sauerkraut
Days held every June.

Faith and Religious Beliefs

Iowa was part of the pathway used by
Mormons en route from Nauvoo, Illinois,

to Salt Lake City, Utah, in the mid-1800s.
More than 80,000 Mormons traveled the
Mormon Trail, and as the Mormons crossed
Iowa southeast of Corydon in 1846, William
Clayton composed the hymn “Come, Come,
Ye Saints.” In the heart of Des Moines sits St.
John'’s Basilica, one of only 33 basilicas in the
country, and in 1979 in Greater Des Moines,
Pope John Paul II held mass at Living
History Farms. Pure and simple faith guides
the everyday lives of the Amish residing in
settlements in Davis and Lucas counties.
Davis County is also noted as the place
where the first Rebekah Lodge in the world

was established.

Gaming

Feeling lucky? Then head to one of central
Towa’s two casinos — Prairie Meadows
Racetrack and Casino near Altoona or
Meskwaki Bingo & Casino near Tama.
Prairie Meadows offers an entertainment
extravaganza all year long with casino-style
slot machines; seasonal, live thoroughbred
and quarter-horse racing; and year-round
simulcasting. Meskwaki Casino seems to
offer every conceivable way to win, including
slot machines, keno, roulette, blackjack,
poker, craps and bingo.

Hollywood in lowa
The Bridges of Madison County was filmed in

and around Winterset, home of the covered
bridges featured in the romance between
Robert Kincaid and Francesca Johnson, as
portrayed by actors Clint Eastwood and
Meryl Streep. The bridges, farmhouse and
other movie sites are frequented by travelers
from around the world. Visitors can march
across the actual footbridge featured in 7he
Music Man or visit the boyhood home of
Mason City’s own Meredith Willson. Movie
goers were blown away by the hit movie
Twister, which was filmed at several sites in
central Towa, and the Victorian-style home
and farmstead featured in the final sequences
of the film can be seen near the community
of Eldora. Hollywood stars with ties to Iowa
include “The Duke” John Wayne, who was
born in Winterset; movie star Jean Seberg
from Marshalltown; television and film star
Tom Arnold from Ottumwa; stage and screen
star Cloris Leachman, who got her start at
the Des Moines Playhouse; and Ronald
Reagan, who was the first sports director
for WHO radio from 1933 to 1937, long
before he went to Hollywood and then to
Washington for his most famous role, presi-
dent of the United States.

Iowa’s American Indians

More than 3,300 acres of land make up the
settlement area owned by the Meskwaki tribe
near Tama. The color and pageantry of the
tribe’s heritage come to life during the annual
powwow held each August. Don’t miss the
American Indian artifacts on display at the
Iowa Historical Building and the 1700 Ioway
Indian village replica at Living History Farms
in Greater Des Moines.
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“Jocks” — lowa’s Athletes

Olympic runner George Saling of Wayne
County was the Gold Medal winner in the
110-meter hurdles in 1932. Van Meter is
the hometown of famed pitcher Bob Feller.
Three career no-hitters and 2,581 strikeouts
paved his way to the National Baseball Hall
of Fame in 1962. Fans head to Jowa State
University in Ames to watch the lowa State
Cyclones compete in Big 12 Conference
sports. The North lowa Huskies hockey team
plays its home games in Mason City, and the
Des Moines Buccaneers are recent national
champions of the United States Junior A
Hockey League. Have a ball at an lowa

Cubs baseball game or cheer on the lowa
Barnstormers as they play professional

arena football indoors in Des Moines. The
Des Moines Dragons, lowa’s newest sports
team, are members of the International

Basketball Association.

Kingsize

You haven’t seen the ultimate trechouse until
you visit The Big Treehouse in Marshalltown
— a 10-level structure complete with elec-
tricity, running water, piped-in music and
charming decorator touches, all built within
a silver maple tree. The giant Crusoe
umbrella sculpture shelters Nollen Plaza in
downtown Des Moines, and the 162-foot
Mahanay Bell Tower in Jefferson, featuring
14 cast bells and carillon, offers three perfor-
mances daily. The Kate Shelley High Bridge
near Boone is one of the longest and highest
double-track bridges in the world and is so
named because of this young heroine’s journey
across the bridge in a violent storm to warn a
passenger train of upcoming danger on the
tracks. Brooklyn’s “Community of Flags”
features a huge, year-round, outdoor display
of color anchored by a giant 20- by 38-foot
United States flag on a 50-foot pole sur-
rounded by flags from all 50 states and the
armed services and other special interest flags.

Landscape

The differences in terrain throughout the
central region are dramatic — from flat, fer-
tile farmland to rolling hills and forested river
valleys. Wagon ruts are still evident today in
many areas of south central Iowa, marking
the journey of the Mormons who traveled
across this area of the state in the mid-1800s.
Fossils from the Devonian Period, which are
more than 350 million years old, can be
found at the Rockford Fossil Beds located
near the north central Iowa community of
Rockford. The architectural landscape of
Frank Lloyd Wright can be seen throughout
the downtown and historic neighborhoods of
Mason City.

Musicians

The Surf Ballroom in Clear Lake is the

site of the last concert by Buddy Holly,
Ritchie Valens and J.P. “The Big Bopper”
Richardson. The beautifully restored Surf
features a monument dedicated to the mem-
ories of these rock-and-roll legends and “the
day the music died.” Mason City is the
hometown of The Music Man writer and
composer, Meredith Willson, whose works
were performed by such greats as Bing
Crosby. In addition, Mason City has hosted
the North Iowa Band Festival for more than
50 years. Opera star Simon Estes still has ties
to his boyhood home of Centerville, and
band leader Lawrence Welk began his career
at Drake University in Des Moines.

Native Sons and Daughters

Famous people with lowa ties include John
L. Lewis, a national labor leader in the coal
mining era who is honored with the Lewis
Mining and Labor Museum in Lucas; Mamie
Doud Eisenhower (the wife of the 34th presi-
dent, Dwight D. Eisenhower), who was born
in Boone and whose birthplace is one of only
two first ladies’ birthplaces in the United
States open to visitors; Bil Baird, an artist
and creator of puppets and marionettes,
including those featured in The Sound of
Music, who was from Mason City; and
Pulitzer Prize-winning author MacKinlay
Kantor and reporter Clark Mollenhoff, who
were from Webster City.

Opera

Enjoy world-class opera with the Des Moines
Metro Opera, featuring outstanding perfor-
mances each season. Remembering his roots,
opera star Simon Estes still returns to his
native lowa to regale audiences with his mag-
nificent voice. Built in 1900, the Pella Opera
House has undergone a spectacular $2 mil-
lion renovation and offers seasons of musical
and theatrical entertainment featuring
nationally known performers.

Pioneers

The dragoons were early military scouts, and
their trails follow the Des Moines and Boone
rivers. Carrie Chapman Catt, from Iowa,
started the nationwide suffragist movement.
Franklin County had the first Rural Electric
Association (REA) plant to go on line west
of the Mississippi, changing life in rural
America forever.

Quilting

Lamoni is known as “Quilt City,” and the
Valley Junction area of West Des Moines
caters to quilt lovers, with stores that sell
antique quilts and others that sell quilting
supplies for the creation of new ones.

Rivers and Lakes

Popular in central Iowa, excursion and meal
cruises include the Spirit of Greene on the
Shell Rock River near Greene, the Scenic City
Empress on the Iowa River near Iowa Falls
and the Lady of the Lake on spring-fed Clear
Lake. Colfax was famous for its natural min-
eral springs, reputed to have healing powers.
Visitors came to Colfax from all over the
world, many arriving by train, to stay in one
of several grand hotels that existed then.
Beauty and fun combine on the Des Moines,
lowa, Raccoon and Boone rivers, offering
canoeing, boating and natural scenery. Iowas
largest lakes — Red Rock, Rathbun and
Saylorville — are managed by the Army
Corps of Engineers and offer outstanding
outdoor recreational opportunities. In addi-
tion, Rathbun features the Rathbun Fish
Hatchery, the largest warm-water fish hatch-
ery in the world.

SVmbols

lowa’s many grain elevators are often referred
to as the skyscrapers of rural America and
symbolize the agricultural heritage of the
area. Moving down the road, you may
happen upon the “Butter Cow and Calf”
sculpture near Toledo, which was created by
a local artist and displayed at the Towa State
Fair for 30 years. Heading on to Osceola on
Highway 34, you'll encounter the “Warrior
Statue,” created in 1992 from red cedar to
honor the American Indian heritage of the
area. The “Maple Tree Farmer,” a 30-foot
carving depicting a farmer, a stalk of corn
and chickens, is located in Hubbard. The
national 4-H emblem has its roots in
Clarion, and the state flag of lowa was
designed by Dixie Gebhardt of Knoxville.

In Eldon, you can strike a pose at the
American Gothic house, which is featured in
the background of lowa artist Grant Wood’s
world-famous painting, “American Gothic,”
symbolizing rural life.
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Trits and Rails

Get “on track” at the Boone and Scenic
Valley Railroad with a train ride through the
beautiful Des Moines River Valley. Trainland
U.S.A. in Colfax is an operating toy-train
museum, which includes more than 20
Lionel “O” gauge trains traveling over 4,000
feet of track. Britt celebrates the life of those
who rode the rails, with the National Hobo
Convention, which has been held annually in
August since 1900. Finally, follow the paths
of the past on the Dragoon and Mormon
trails, or travel the Lincoln Highway, the first
hard-surfaced transcontinental highway.

Universities and Colleges

At Iowa State University, a pioneer of technol-
ogy, scientists invented the first digital com-
puter and the first fax machine. It is home to
the largest student-organized festival of its
kind — VEISHEA. Grinnell College, a highly
regarded liberal arts school, was the first
college west of the Mississippi. And Graceland
College in Lamoni was founded by Joseph
Smith III, first president of the Reorganized
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.

Views and Vistas

Enjoy a breathtaking look at the Des Moines
River Valley from Pella’s 160-foot Cordova
Park Observation Tour. Or take a ride on the
Boone and Scenic Valley Railroad for a spec-
tacular view from one of the highest trestles
in the state. A riot of color entertains the eyes
at Pella’s Tulip Time each May. At the lowa
Arboretum near Madrid, more than 300
acres of forest feature walking trails that
branch out to scenic overlooks and spring-fed
streams. Colorful hot-air balloons quietly
hang in the heavens over Indianola during
the National Balloon Classic.

Welcome Centers

A wealth of Iowa information is available at
central Jowa’s Welcome Centers, including
two interstate centers that operate seasonally
from mid-April to mid-October and are
located on I-35 near Davis City and on I-80
near Waukee. Locally operated centers that
are open year round are housed in an original
Sears & Roebuck home in Bloomfield, in a
restored Rock Island Depot in Dows, in a
facility with an agriculture theme at the Top
of ITowa Welcome Center near Northwood,
within a new orientation center at Living
History Farms in Des Moines, and in the
Southern Iowa Gateway Welcome Center in
Lamoni. In addition, several other local visi-
tor information and welcome centers are
located throughout the region.

x-tra! X-tra!

The Ames Daily Tribune, The Des Moines
Register, Marshalltown Times Republican,
Mason City Globe-Gazette and Ottumwa
Courier are among the more than 25 daily
newspapers in central lowa.

Yule Time and Other Holidays

Memorable Christmas traditions include the
Lighted Christmas Parade in Oskaloosa; the
Victorian Stroll in Albia where 60 “living
windows” depict Christmas scenes; and a
Dutch Christmas celebration in Pella. An
old-fashioned Fourth of July at Living
History Farms is a favorite of all ages, and
St. Patrick’s Day wouldn’t be complete with-
out a parade in downtown Des Moines.

Z(mes

Iowa is in the Central Time Zone. A central
Iowa “speed zone” can be found in Knoxville,
which is known as the Sprint Car Capital of
the World, with a half-mile track that sizzles
with exciting racing action from mid-April
through mid-September, and is host to the
National Sprint Car Championships every
August. Knoxville is also home to the
National Sprint Car Hall of Fame and

‘Museum, the world’s only museum dedicated

to preserving the history of “big cars” and
sprint car racing. However, most lowa high-
ways have a speed limit of 55 mph, while the
limit for rural interstates and some four-lane

highways is 65 mph.
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Itineraries

he central lowa itineraries that follow are an atlas of lowa attractions. Each is a map, an idea source, a

guide. Plan a trip “by the book” or wander off the beaten path. From departure to destination, each trip

is designed for well-timed good times. For assistance in planning your central Iowa itineraries, contact the

Central lowa Tourism Region, the local Convention and Visitors Bureau or the local Chamber of Commerce.

TRAVEL THE LINCOLN HIGHWAY

Morning
Arrive Jefferson. Experience a majestic view of
the Towa countryside from atop the Mahanay
Bell Tower. An elevator ride to the 120-foot-high
observation deck offers a spectacular view of the
surrounding countryside.

Enjoy refreshments at the Tea Garden tea room.
Take a tour of Deal’s Apple Orchard, Kriegers
Flowers and Greenhouses, or Alpha Studios —
a working artists’ emporium. Visit American
Athletic, Inc. — manufacturer of gymnastics
equipment used during the Olympic Games.

A two-day tour along the first transcontinental highway.

Jetterson State Center Tama

Afternoon
Arrive Boone. Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant,
and then it’s all aboard the Boone and Scenic
Valley Railroad, an excursion train that runs
through the beautiful Des Moines River Valley.
Afterwards, tour the restored birthplace of
Mamie Doud Eisenhower, which is filled with
mementos of the “Eisenhower years.”

Evening
Arrive Ames. Stroll through Reiman Gardens,
offering a colorful display of annual and perennial
garden flowers, shrubs, and trees. Enjoy dinner at
an area restaurant and overnight in Ames.

DAY TWO

Morning
Travel to State Center. Tour Watson’s Grocery
Store, a restored grocery and mercantile built
in 1885, which contains original fixtures, oak
cabinetry, and a collection of period grocery
items and dry goods. Arrive Marshalltown. Jour-
ney to the top of The Big Treehouse, a 10-level
delight featuring electricity, running water and
decorator touches. Shop for unique gifts or take a
tour of one of the Midwest’s leading auction
houses. Enjoy lunch at Stone’s Restaurant —
home of the famous “mile high” chiffon pie.

Afternoon
The Meskwaki Casino near Tama, located
15 minutes east of Marshalltown, features slots,
blackjack, roulette, bingo and other games of
chance. Overnight Marshalltown.
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Itineraries
CIRCLE THE HEARTLAND

A loop tour of south central lowa, beginning and ending in Des Moines.

 DAYONE

Morning
Depart Des Moines for Prairie City. Visit the
Walnut Creek National Wildlife Refuge —
Neal Smith Prairie Learning Center. Explore
the 40,000-square-foot Prairie Learning Center’s
state-of-the-art exhibits and audio-visual pro-
grams. The 5,000-acre restored tallgrass prairie
offers a driving tour route with buffalo-viewing
opportunities. For soft adventurers, the refuge
includes hiking trails through native flowers and
grasses and wildlife viewing. Next, it’s off to
Knoxville — home of the National Sprint Car
Hall of Fame and Museum, the only museum
dedicated to preserving the history of the sport of
sprint car racing. This community is also the site
of sizzling sprint car action Saturday evenings
from mid-April through mid-September and host
of the National Sprint Car Championships every
August. Enjoy lunch at an area restaurant.

Afternoon
Arrive Pella. Dutch hospitality is always plentiful
in Pella. Tour the Historical Village, featuring a
wooden shoemaker’s shop and authentic Dutch
costumes. At the Scholte House, see Old World
furniture, paintings, drawings and more from the
collection of Pella’s founder — Dominie Scholte
— and his wife Mareah. For an afternoon treat,
stroll the streets of downtown Pella, sample
bakery-fresh Dutch pastries and browse through
the shops on the square. Dinner and overnight in
Pella. Depending on the season, evening enter-
tainment options include musical and theatrical
performances at the grandly restored Pella Opera
House, plays or musical productions at Central
College or the Pella Community Center, a pri-
vate Dutch costume show, or a bonfire complete
with roasted marshmallows and smores at Lake

Red Rock.

Morning
Depart for Albia. Enjoy coffee and pastries and a
tour of the beautifully restored First lowa Bank
Building, which features antiques, original art-
work and an outdoor terrace. Stroll through
Albia’s 92-building historic business district, and
shop at the many unique stores located on the
downtown square.

Arrive Chariton. Tour the distribution center
of one of the Midwest’s largest grocery chains,
Hy-Vee. See where fresh produce is ripened and
stored before shipping to the stores, as well as
frozen foods and cheeses. Enjoy an authentic
Amish meal served in an Amish family home.
Learn about the family bakery, and purchase
breads, pies, cookies and candies before
departing.

Afternoon
Arrive Winterset. Tour the covered bridges made
famous by the novel and movie The Bridges of
Madison County. Relive romance at Francesca’s
house, the farmhouse featured in the movie.
Visit the birthplace of “The Duke,” John Wayne.
Other possible stops include Groth’s Gardens,
located on a century farm near Winterset and
featuring over 300 varieties of mums, perennials,
wildflowers and herbs; Howell Tree Farm and
Dried Florals located near Cumming, featuring
a traditional 1910 barn filled to the rafters with
dried flowers, craft supplies, and gifts; or The
Farmhouse, a 1900 herb farm and gift shop
located near Grimes, where visitors can stroll
through theme gardens of herbs and flowers
and hear informative talks on herbs.

Evening
Arrive Perry. Evening meal and overnight at the
Hotel Pattee, a beautifully restored boutique-style
hotel and the cornerstone of this community’s
downtown district. The multimillion-dollar
restoration of the Hotel Pattee was a gift to the
community from philanthropist and hometown-
girl-made-good Roberta Green Ahmanson, who
wanted to give something back to the commu-
nity that gave her a good start in life.

Morning
Arrive Des Moines. Revisit rural life at Living
History Farms, a 600-acre open-air agricultural
museum. Farming lifestyles and techniques from

pioneer days are featured, as well as an 1800s
town and restored Victorian mansion, and a new
orientation center. Valley Junction — a historic
shopping district — is the next stop, where visi-
tors can window-shop or take home any number
of treasures.

Afternoon
From elegant cafes to generous buffets, a
variety of cuisines are there for the choosing at
Des Moines area restaurants for lunch. Suggested
afternoon tours include the Salisbury House, a
42-room English Tudor mansion with a collec-
tion of art and treasures from around the world;
the Towa State Capitol with its beautiful gold
dome; Terrace Hill, a Victorian-style mansion
and home of lowa’s governor; or a “walk on the
wild side” at Blank Park Zoo.

Evening
Entertaining evening options include
performances at the Civic Center of Greater
Des Moines or the Des Moines Playhouse, the
Ingersoll Dinner Theater, or the musical delights
of the Des Moines Symphony. Or test your luck
at Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino —
offering casino-style slot machines, live seasonal
thoroughbred and quarter-horse racing and year-
round simulcasting, musical entertainment, and
delicious dining options. For sporting enthusi-
asts, Des Moines is also home to the lowa
Barnstormers indoor arena football team, lowa
Cubs baseball, and the Des Moines Dragons
basketball team. Overnight Des Moines.
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Forest City
* View motorhome assembly at the 60-acre
Winnebago Industries plant. Visitors Center
features the first Winnebago motorhome to be

built and a gift shop.

Mason City
* Enjoy art and history exhibits and the Bil Baird
puppet collection at the Charles H. MacNider

Museum. Explore the Kinney Pioneer Museum.

* Trek through one of the largest collections of
pre-1930 trucks at Van Horn’s Antique Truck
Museum.

Clear Lake
* Visit the legendary Surf Ballroom — famous as
the site of Buddy Holly’s last concert. Tours of
the beautifully restored Surf include the ball-
room, star room, Surfside Cafe and gift shop.

Hampton
* Shop the specialty shops of Hampton. Enjoy
lunch at an area tea room, and tour the Mid-
west Prairie Candles factory.

lowa Falls
¢ Take an excursion or meal cruise aboard the
Scenic City Empress, which cruises the beautiful
Towa River.

Stanhope
* Stroll into the past at Country Relics Village, fea-
turing 1/2- to 1/3-scale buildings detailed with
children’s furnishings and salesmen’s samples.

Story City
* Explore the city’s Scandinavian heritage, and
take a ride on an antique carousel.

Itineraries

HOMESTEADERS & HEROES

A sampling of cities, sights and delights along Interstate 35.

Boone
* Ride the rails aboard the Boone and Scenic
Valley Railroad.
* Visit the Mamie Doud Eisenhower Birthplace,
and browse through the Kate Shelley Railroad
Museum.

Ames

* Visit the Farm House Museum, the first
building on the Iowa State University campus.

* Enjoy the Brunnier Gallery’s outstanding art
collection.

* Take a walk through Reiman Gardens, and
enjoy a beautiful display of trees, shrubs, and
annual and perennial garden flowers.

Des Moines

* Tour Terrace Hill, the Victorian home of Iowa’s
governor and first family.

* Enjoy tropical plants and a balmy climate at
the Des Moines Botanical Center.

* Prairie Meadows Racetrack and Casino is an
exciting sports and entertainment attraction.
Thoroughbred and quarter-horse racing
promise fast-paced fun.

* The gold-domed capitol includes the
Legislative Chambers, Supreme Court,
Governor’s office, a scale model of the battle-
ship Zowa, the grand staircase and a doll collec-
tion representing lowa’s first ladies in their
inaugural gowns.

* lowa history is preserved within the modern
architecture of the Iowa Historical Building.

* Walk through the Blank Park Zoo, featuring
800 animals from five continents.

* Survey the stunning architecture and acclaimed
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