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Iowa is a land of many traditions, handed down 
from generation to generation by the people who 
settled here from many lands. One of those tradi
tio ns of which we are proud is that no one is a stran
ger very long in Iowa. As you visit the ever-chang
ing variety of scenery, culture , history and lei
su rel y liv ing which mirror Iowa as it is today , I am sure 
you will find this tradition ref lected by our people. The 
gracious hospitality and warm welcome which await 
you will quickly make you feel at home, though you 
may be far from home. 

With in the pages of this booklet you will find some 
hint of the beauty, some indication of the historical. 
heritage left by the pioneers who were first drawn to this " land between two rivers ." Much of 
our landscape has undergone the inevitable changes brought about by time , yet you will still 
find here the spirit of the past, as well as the confidence of the future which led the Indian and 
the white man to bestow on Iowa its ancient name- "Beautiful Land ." 

It is my earnest hope that your visit to our state will be a warm experience which you will carry 
for many years in your heart. May your journey be a safe and pleasurable one. 
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Iowa's Only President 

The first President o f the United States born west o f th e M iss iss ippi 
River, Herbert C. Hoover, establis hed his presidential li b rary at his 
b i rthplace, West Bra nch. Many of his official papers are here, to 
gether with his desk and mementoes of his long service to government. 
O n the grounds are the humble cottage where he was born, and a 
restoration o f his father's blacksm ith shop . 



Mesquakie Indians pay trib
ute to the past in age-old cere
monies at their annual pow-wow 
each summer at lama. The gen
erations-old rituals are held on 
their 3 ,000-acre settlement amid 
all the color and splendor initi
ated by their forefathers. 

HIAWATHA 
PIONEER 
TRAIL 

The Hiawatha Pioneer Trail winds through Iowa 

from Davenport on the east to the Iowa Great 

Lakes area and the site of the Spirit Lake Massacre 

in the northwest. Along it are areas of scenic beauty 

and points of historic interest, complemented by 

modern facilities, which have become part of the 

heritage of Iowa and of the nation. The southern 

section of the Trail joins the northern route at lama, 

site of the Mesquakie pow-wow. 

Magnificent Grotto 

Pioneer 
Forts 
Restored Fort Atkin
son is the on I y gov
ernment fort bui It to 
protect one Indian 
tribe from another. 
The replica of Fort 
Dodge houses his
torical museum. 

The unique Grotto of the Redemption at West Bend depicts man's 
fall and redemption in the world's largest collection of rocks and 
semi-precious stones. The lifetime work of two men , the Grotto 
covers an area of a city block and attracts thousands of visitors 
every year. 

Pella 
Tulip Festival 
Traditional street
scrubbing scene is 
typical of Old 
World heritage 
brought alive each 
May in the Dutch 
communities of Pel
la and Orange City 
during their Tulip 
Festivals. 



River Boat 
Museum 

Memories of Mark Twain 

and his early days on the 

river are brought quickly to 

mind aboard the steamboat 

"Verity," now berthed snug-

ly at Keokuk where it serves 

as a museum for the by-gone 

part of the mighty Mississip

pi. Old stern-wheeler, though 

diesel-powered for modern 

traffic, was typical of early

day transportation. 

Resort Areas 
Iowa's major resort re
gions are centered 
around Clear Lake in 
the north -centra I part 
of the state and the 
Iowa Great Lakes in 
the Spirit Lake-Oko
boji area . The inviting 
waters provide plenty 
of boating , swimming 
and fishing . All types 
of accommodations are 
available . 

Mighty Miss' 

Maj estic hills along 
the Mississippi and 
towering bluffs along 
the Missouri rivers pro
vide some of Iowa's 
most beautiful scenery. 
The two rivers , which 
border the state on the 
east and west, also are 
noted for fishing and 
river sports . Excursion 
rides are available at 
some Mississippi river 
ports . Both waterways 
have contributed to 
Iowa's vacation areas. 



The Heritage 
Of The Past 
Is Preserved 
Throughout 
Iowa 
Iowans are conscious of the legacy handed 

down to them through the ages- from the in

trepid Marquette and Joli et through Lewis 

and Clark through the westward-bound pio

neers of covered wagon days. The spirit of the 

explorer and frontiersman is preserved in 

scores of public and private museums through

out the state, ranging in size from a typical 

country store of bygone days to the State 

Historical Building in D es Moines. 

Lively Ghost Town 

Bentonsport in southeastern Iowa was once a 

thriving river terminal. Today it is the state's 

lively ghost town , featuring historic Mason 

House , old M •) rmon homes restored with lov

in g ca re, and nostalgic remnants of its form er 

steamboat-era glory. 

Lavish earl y Victorian furnishings in an au 

thentic setting give testimony to the grandeur 

and luxury provided to the weary traveler of a 

century ago. The old hotel, now a museum, 

was a stopping place for many a fam ed per

sonage. Hote l Manning in nearby Keosauqua 

is an outstanding example of Steamboat 

Gothic architecture and is famous now for 

its excellent food service. 



Vanishing 
America 
Relics of the initiative and enterprise of 

early Iowa settlers dot the countryside. 

Best-known of the old grist mills still re

maining is one in Wildcat Den State 

Park near Muscatine, with many others 

scattered throughout the eastern part 

of the state. 

More than a doz.en of the rapidly-van

ishing covered bridges are located in 

Iowa. Though off the beaten path, most 

are easily accessible in Madison, Keo

kuk and Marion counties . Covered 

bridges were built to prevent horses from 

slipping on timbered floors during rainy 

weather. 



Broad Vista 
A panoramic view encompassing three states 

- Iowa, Wisconsin and Illinois--greets the 

visitor who ri d es the famed inclined cable car 

known as the Fourth Street Elevator in Du 

buque. Steep journey is every-day occurrence 

for residents of the hilly Mississippi River city . 

Rodeo Circuit 
Thrills and spills are commonplace am id the 

atmosphere of the Old W est generated in 

championship rod eos each y ear at Sidn ey and 

Fort Madison in July and August Stars of the 

national rodeo circuit compete in the best 

traditions of the Wild W est 

Nature's Beauty 
From the uniqu e loess bluffs of the Missouri 

River in W estern Iowa to the rugged hills of 

"Little Switzerland " in the northeast , Iowa is 

a land of ever-chan gi ng variety. Nature stages 

one of its most spectacular shows in earl y fall. 

W eekend e xcursions provide the trave ler with 

breath-taking vi ew of fall foliage . 





Golden Splendor 
The golden dome of the Iowa State Cap

itol building in Des Moines towers 
above the city and is a favorite of sight

seers . Main dome, flanked by four small

er ones, is covered with 22-karat gold 
leaf. Building houses major state offices, 

is of typical Romanesque design. 

Old Capitol 
The pride of statehood is reflected in the 

stately grandeur of Old Capitol at Iowa 
City. The building , which served as 

Iowa's statehouse until seat of govern

ment was moved to Des Moines, now 

houses administrative offices of the State 

University of Iowa and is focal point of 

bustling campus. 



The Church 
in the Wilclwoocl 
M ecca for hundreds of altar-bound 

coupl es and thousands of travel ers 

each y ear is fam ed " Little Brown 

Church" at Nashua, memoralizing 

nostalgic hymn , "Church in the Wild

wood." Placid beauty of Nashua 

area served as inspiration for the 
we ll-known hymn . 

The Amana Colonies 

Clock Museum 
Pati ence- endl ess pat ience- and native 

skil l were combined by two brothers 

who constructed intricate, hand-carved 

automated clocks now housed in the 

Bi ly clock museum at Spillville. The tiny 

haml et was also the res idence of com

poser Anton in Dvorak and inspired key 

movement in his famous " N ew World 

Symphony ." 

Old-World l i fe and customs are preserved in all the ir flavor in the midst of modern -day 
technology in the seven villages of Amana . The coloni es are fam ed for thei r bountiful 
fo od , bea utiful wool ens , carefu l w ine-making and fin e furniture . Re ligious traditions 
unique to th e Amana sect are faithfully followed . The coloni es, comprising 25 ,000 acres, 
are known throughout the country for their warm hospitality and generous welcome . 

.. 





Moclern, Productive 
Farming 

Iowa's agricultural fame has spread th roug hout 

the world. Farm productivity has led to visits by 

heads of state and agricultural experts from many 

foreign lands. For th e visitor , many Iowa farms of

fer the opportunity for rest and relaxation from the 

cares of city life, close to nature but with easy ac

cess to the comforts of modern liv ing . The list of 

Iowa farms which provide vacation accommoda

tions. tru e hospitality and congenial living is 

growing rapidly. Information is available from 

the Iowa D evelopment Commission. 

A Touch of 
Abe Lincoln 
Harlan House, on the cam

pus of Iowa Wesleyan Uni

vers ity in Mount Pleasant, 

evokes memori es of the Great 

Emancipator. President Lin

coln's son , Robert Todd Lin

coln , was marri ed to the 

daughter of Iowa Senator 

Harlan. Civil War era atmos

phere is preserved throughout 

the house. 

Wyatt Earp 
Home 
Wyatt Earp, western marshall 

of TV fame, was given his 

first gun at the age of 11 while 

he lived in this home at Pella. 
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Lake Keomah Mahaska Oskaloosa e e e e e e 
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STATE FOREST AREAS 
Pilot Mound Forest 
Holst Forest 
State Forest Nursery 
Stephens Forest 
Shimek Forest 
Yellow River Forest 
White Pine Hollow 
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*State -owned arti~cial lakes over 100 acres. (Outboard motors, not over 6 H.P., allowed .) tNatural lake, any size motor allowed. 
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