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6_ REMINDER , . • . ALIEN REGISTRATION ! ! 

All aliens must register with Immigration 

and Naturalization Service during January of 

each year. The procedure is simple. Any 

U. S. Post Office has the AR-11 registration 

form. Fill out the card and mail it to: 

I .N , S. Office, Room 8411, U. S. Post Office 

and Court House, 215 North 17th Street, 

Omaha, Nebraska. It takes only a few minutes 

to complete the form. If you have questions 

call Tom Munoz at Task Force Headquarters or 

write to I.N.S. in Omaha. 

TAX BREAK FOR SPONSORS 

The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has 

announced that sponsors of Indochinese 

refugees will be able to deduct certain 

refugee-related expenses as charitable 

contributions. 

Under the law, the ruling on charitable 

contributions applies to donations to chur~ 

committees that support refugees, as well as 

to the sponsor's own out-of-pocket expenses 

for food, clothing and incidentals for 

refugees he or she has taken into his or 

her home. 

The law requires that an unrelated 

person being claimed as a dependent must live 



as a member of the taxpayer's household for 

the entire year. As a result, even though 

the support, gross income, and other tests in 

the law are met, if a refugee unrelated to 

the taxpayer did not live with the taxpayer 

for the entire year, the dependency cannot 

be claimed. 

The IRS has ruled that the refugees, 

although admitted into the U. S. as parolees, 

are considered resident aliens for income 

tax purposes. This means they are, in 

general, subject to taxation in the same 

manner as aU. S. citizen. 

For answers to individual sponsor or 

refugee tax problems, contact your local 

IRS office. 

HEALTH SERVICES INFORr~TION--(Des Moines area) 

The Broadlawn-Polk County Hospital at 

18th and Hickman, Des Moines, serves Polk 

County residents primarily. The payment 

s chedule is based on ability to pay. Residents 

f rom other counties may seek medical care if 

authorized by their county and/or if the 

individual(s) has means to pay the entire bill. 

Broadlawns has both and Emergency Depart-

ment and an Outpatient Clinic. 

The Emergency Department provides 

medical treatment for all of the hospital's 

emergency cases. The Outpatient Clinic serves 
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as a "walk-in" facility for non-emergency 

patients who wish to see a doctor. 

Appointments can be made in the 

Screening Room and "walk-in" patients with-

out appointments will be referred for 

treatment to either the emergency section 

or the Outpatient Clinic. The Screening 

Room is prepared to handle minor medical 

problems, including pregnancy tests or 

blood pressure checks. 

Still another aspect of Broadlawns is 

the Family Health Center. This center is 

to provide the family with both a personal 

physician and the resources of a medical 

center. 

If you have any medical problems or 

questions, call 283-2061 and ask for the 

Emergency Department 

The Des Moines Health Center is 

ano t her medical service facility. It is f or 

low income people. Some services include 

well child clinic services, physical exams, 

vision testing, hearing testing, pediatric 

s ervices (for fevers, rashes, earaches, 

upper respiratory infections, colds, allergies, 

etc. ) . Also included are immunization 

s ervices for diphtheria, whooping cough, 

te t anus, polio, measles , mumps, and other 

diseases. 

The cost varies a ccording to income. 
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You are encouraged to check with the Center 

to see how the pay schedule would affect you. 

The address is Des Moines Health Center, 

700 Sixth Avenue, Hawley Welfare Building, 

Des Moines, Iowa 50309. Telephone: 244-1181, 

extension 265. 

The Evelyn Davis Health Center is another 

medical service facility being utilized by 

the Des l'loines area refugee families. The 

address is 1154 Fifth Avenue and the telephone 

number is 283-2571. Call Mr. Nate Neeley, 

the Health Center manager, and he will explain 

the services they have to offer. The Task 

Force has received good comments about the 

services rendered. 

CLEARING THE AIR 

There has been some discussion and 

possibly some misunderstanding about the 

resettlement money allocated to the Task Force 

by the federal government. The Director of 

the Task Force is responsible for the dis-

bu~ement of these funds in connection with 

the expenses of resettlement of the 633 Tai 

Dam people in Iowa. This does not mean it 

"belongs " to either the refugee and/ or the 

' sponsoring family and/or t he sponsoring group. 

Cooperatively, the sponsor and the refugee 

family s hould agree on how the money provided 

to that particular refugee family should be 
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spent. The money is being spent in many 

different ways -- or is not being spent at 

all but is being banked for the future use 

of the refugee family. Each family is 

different, their needs are different, 

sponsors' resources are different, all 

resulting in patterns of expenditures that 

cannot be compared with one another. It 

may be difficult for one refugee family to 

understand why their money has been spent 

while the family of a relative may have 

money in the bank, but there is no way that 

refugee placements can be identical with one 

another. A refugee family may be unwilling 

to have the sponsor purchase certain 

necessities with the money, preferring instead 

to save the money as their friend or relative 
I 

has been able to do, The savings habi t is 

admirable and is to be encouraged, but this 

is not often possible in this r esettlement 

effort until the wage earners are employed. 

The money is intended to buy those items 

necessary for the Tai Dam families to begin 

independent lives and this matter should be 

discussed in a frank and open manner by 

sponsors and their refugee families. 

ADULT ENGLISH CLASSES 

Des Moines area - Contact Whittier 

School, E. 14th & Washington, phone 262- 501 6, 
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or Roosevelt High School, 4419 Center Street. 

Other areas - Contact nearest Area 

Education Agency, Division of Adult Education, . 

Iowa Department of Public Instruction. 

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR 

January 2, 1976 

Happy New Year! 
/ I 

Som-by-dee Pee-my! 

The organizational structure of the Task 

Force is changing and we want you to know 

about it. Remember that four of the six Task 

Force members are State of Iowa employees and 

that we have been "donated" by Governor Ray to 

accomplish the resettlement of the refugees. 

It is time now that we return to our regular 

jobs at the Iowa Employment Security Commis-

sion on a full-time basis. The four thus 

affected are Jill Quam, Dick Freeman, Jack 

Spear, and myself. So please do not be 

offended and do not think we have lost interest 

in the project if we refer you to Tom or 

Somsak when you call Task Force headquarters. 

The headquarters will still exist • 

the Task Force still exists ••• and I, as 

Director, still maintain a legal responsibility 

for the resettlement efforts through a contract 

with the federal government. However, the 

location and some of the phone numbers have 

been changed. Tom Munoz and Somsak Saythongphet 
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will continue the Task Force work on a full-

time basis, operating out of office space 

donated by the Governor's Office for Planning 

and Programming. The toll-free phone has been 

moved to that location. 

The phone numbers are as follows: 

Tom Munoz - 515/281-3912 

Somsak Saythongphet - 515/281-3958 

The toll-free number remains the same -

1-800-362-2780. 

A new name will be added to the roster 

of those assisting in the resettlement effort. 

That is Jerry Nell. Jerry is a State Department 

employee, r epatriated from Laos, who is being 

loaned to the Department of HEW for six months. 

He will have r esponsibilities throughout this 

four-state r egion (Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, 

Missouri) but will office in Des Moines at OPP 

with Tom and Somsak. His phone number is 

515/281-3944. We plan to request that Jerry 

spend most of the time he has to devote to ' 

Iowa to the Family Reunification program. 

The three Tai Dam Task Force employees 

(Cam Uynh, Baccam Houng, Baccam Faluang) are 

still with us, but they are in the process of 

loca ting other employment and they will be 

leaving the Task Force as this occurs. 

It is difficult for us to remove ourselves 

from the clos e , day in and day out involvement 

in this r ewarding endeavor, even though we 



- 8 -

sometimes worked to the point of exhaustion, 

but this follows the plan of the entire progra~. 

In like manner, the necessity for sponsors and ~ 

refugees to remain constantly involved with 

one another is diminishing. But that doesn't 

mean that the strong emotional bonds will 

lessen in any way. We have all participated 

in a great human adventure and I know the ties 

of friendship will endure. 

I have told some of you to read this 

issue of the newsletter to find out how to 

proceed with your plans to sponsor relatives 

of the Iowa Tai Dam so they may come out from 

the refugee camp at Nong Khai, Thailand, to 

be resettled here in Iowa. 

Unfortunately, we haven't been able to 

acquire the information we wanted, despite 

repeated attempts to reach the right people 

in Washington. I blame no one, but we are 

surely experiencing a morass of red tape! 

Everyone we talk to is personally interested 

but they are not able to offer specific advice. 

We have learned of a number of alternatives 

to try -- and we intend to try them all. 

We have been told we shouldn't be too 

optimistic; my answer to that is that we will 

just keep trying! No one can convince me that 

the poor souls in that camp in Thailand are 

going to be ignored by this government which 

was so compassionate just a few months ago. 
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In the meantime, continue to send us the 

family lists (including complete names, dates 

of birth, and . any other information about the 

individuals) and the names, addresses and 

phone numbers of the sponsors. We will 

compile this information and forward it to 

Washington and to Bangkok. 

By the way, following is the official 

response received today from Washington, D.C.: 

"Reunification of the remaining 2,000 

Tai Dam in Thailand is currently undergoing 

review and awaiting clarification from the 

Office of Refugee Migration." 

I guess it's a matter of Congress 

directing the Attorney General to extend the 

parole status to any additional refugees. 

We won't give up. 

Colleen Shearer 

ADDRESS CHANGE 

Ning Ko Ping has written to tell us that 

his new address is: West on 795 
East 8th Street 
Garner, Iowa 50438 

His phone number is: 515/923-3444. 

You may want to insert this address change 

into the listing we sent you in the last 

newsletter. 
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