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INSURANCE

You have at least two reasons to buy life insurance : Your life and your health ,
You may also have a car or other possessions you wish to insure , Basically,insurance
protects you and your family from unknown and unwanted catastrophes .,

There are many reasons to buy life insurance , One is to protect anyone who depends
on you for support such as children or elderly relatives,

Another reason for having life insurance is that it becomes a convenient way to
borrow money ., Buying life insurance allows you to build up a cash value , You can
borrow this amount , or part of it , from the insurance company whenever you wish or
for whatever reason you have ,

A third reason is to prepare for retirement , Planning ahead for the vears when
you are no longer able to work may make them a lot happier for you .

Life insurance may be purchased from an agent or company , or sometimes at your
place of employment . Good agents usually have good reputations , so when you are
looking for one , ask your sponsor or employer for their recommendations , It is
very important that you feecl confident in your lifc insurance agent since he or she

can become a valuable advisor , helping you to make important financial decisions ,



Health insurance protects you from medical bills that would
be too high for you to pay. By paying regularly for you insur=
ance (usually you make a monthly payment), you can budget your
medical care and not be trapped by unexpected and unmanageable
expenses, Very few people indeed can afford the risk of not
having health insurance, This is why most Americans have it,

Most people buy their health insurance through a 'group
plan', Group policies are available through employers or
other organizations, Health insurance is also sold on an
individual basis and may be obtained from an insurance agent
or directly from an insurance company., Group policles tend to
belless“expensive- and are ' open to all 'tenkbers of a group, but
an individual policy may be tailored to suit your personeal
needs,

Health insurance plans vary widely. Dasic protection
plens insure you 'against the costs of ordinary hospital care,

surgery and doctors services, Major medical plans, as the

0

Hon~in” the ¢z

name implies, protect j

¢ of serious or prolonged
illness, paying for virtually every type of eare’and iklmess, "in
or out of the hospital,

Many pecople purchase both basic protection and wajor
medical“to have tcomplete “health coversge.

ianyquestions-you haveocan be ansicred bhy-o good agent
or imsurance Teprescntative where ‘ypou werKk, ™ 'But by all mcans,

ask questions! Insurance isn't simplc, but it isn't Dbeyond

comprehension elther, Find ocut tlic sgccifics of available



insurance policies that meet your needs and fit your budget,

TRANSPORTATION: AMERICAN'S ON THE MOVEI!

The automobile has shaped the way people live in the
United States, Families use their cars to drive to work, to
go shopping, to visit friends, and to see the country on annual
vacations,

The U,S, has an excellent cross=-country highway system,
which includes both free and toll roads, and most streets &na
cities are paved,

It is possible to lead an active life without a car in
some cities with well-developed public transportation systems=
buses, taxies and trains= but in most areas of the country,
dependence on public transportation severely limits your access
to the life of your community,

Automobile drivers must be licensed in all states, When
you go for you license, you must demonstrate knowledge of
traffic laws and the ability to operate a car, A license
from one state(such as Iowa) is valid in every other state,
Most High Schools provide driver training for students and there
are private driving schools for adults in most communities,

A special license is required to operate large trucks and buses,

All states, including Iowa, require that automobiles be
licensed each year, and you must have your car inspected to
assure safety, To drive in Iowa, you must carry public lia-
bility insurance covering damage to other peoplec or other vehicles

while you are driving.



The Iowa Department of Transportation has published a
drivers license test written in Laotien. Be sure to ask for
this test if you don't speak English well,

Happy motoringl!

NOTICE

The Center for Applied Linguistics has published teaching
material for the Tai Dam Refugees.

The series is entitled "Teaching English Pronunciation to
Speakers of Black Tai(Tai Dam)", This will prove very useful to
both sponsors and teachers of the Tai Dam people, There is
no cost involved.

To receive this material write to:

National Indochinese Clearinghouse=
Center for Applied Linguistics

1611 North Kent Street

Arlington, Virginia 22209

Or call: 1-800-336=3040

Boy Scouts and Girl Soouts and Campfire Girls,

There are several organizations that will help children
make new friends., These are the Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts,
and the Campfire Girls,
Boys aged between 8 and 18 years old may be interested in
joining the Boy Scouts of America,
The Boy Scouts is an organization developed to stregnthen
boys physically and mentally, It is a great way to make new friends,

There is a minimal membership fee,



If you are interested contact:
Scout Executive
Mid=Iowa Council
Boy Scouts of America
4127 Bniversity Ave,
Des Moines, Iowa 50311 or call: 515-279-3648

Girls between 6 and 18 years old may be interested in
the Girl Soout organization, This is ancorganization devoted
to helping others through service projects and at the same time
learning to get along with others, It is a great way for girls
to make friends, A summer camp for Girl Scouts named Sacajawea,
in Boone, Iowa, is available to Girl Scout members,

If you are interested, write to:

Moingona Girl Scout Council
700 6th St,
Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Another organization for girls is the Campfire Girls,
Any girl between the age of 6 and 18 may join,

The Campfire Girls is a small group program where girls
may develope skills and friendships with others as well as
enjoy outdoor adventure,

Like the Girl Scouts, the Campfire Girls also have a
summer camp, ILts name is Camp Hantcsa and it is also located
in Boone,

For more information writc:bo:

Campfire Girls
Hawley Welfare Bldg,
700 6th Ave,
Des Moines, Ia. 50309 or call: 515-244=-11381
None of these organizations are very expensive and all

of them should be looked intec if you have children, They are

& very worthwhile experience,
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THE AMERICAN POLITICAL SYSTZEM, (Second in a series).

The Three Branches of Government, The Executive Branch,

In the 1600 block of Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington,
D.C., there is only one house, It is the'White House', the
home of the President of the United States., The €onstitu=
tion states that no person shall be granted a title of nobility
by the United States, Therefore, it is "Mr, President", one
of the citizens, who lives in the White House,

The Constitution gives the President the executive power
to carry out laws of the nation., It also states that the Pres=
ident must be a natural born American citizen, at least 35
years of age, and a resident of the United States for at
least 14 years, He is elected by the citizens of the United
States and serves a term of 4 years, & President can be
elected no more than two times,

The President can be removed from office for doing an
inadequate job and upon his removal, the Vice Peesident takes over,
The same is true upon the death of a President, The removal
of the President (which has never happened) would be through
a vote in the House of Representatives, I will discuss this
further in a later issue of the necwsletter,

The nominating procedure for a Presidential candidate
is just as important in a democracy as the actual election is,

During the summer of the year in which a President is
to be elected, each political party holds a natiomal convention,

You will see it take place this summer, The members of bhe



party in each state send delegates to the convention, They
elect officers and agree on issues,

The delegates at the convention vote for their choice
(as representatives of the people) and the candidate who re=-
ceives a majority of the votes is nominated for the office
of President, The candidate for Vice President is chosen
the same way,

The Candidates conduct their campaigns until the actual
election, which is held in November,

The candidate with the most votes in the election becomes
the President of the United States, So you can see, the
power in the United States government clearly lies with the
people!

The President of the United States holds the most impor=
tant elective office in the world today., He has the executive
power of the nation as well eas certain legislative and judicial
powers,

As chief executive of the nation, the President's first
duty is to see that Federal laws and treaties are enforced,

He is also Commander in Chief of the armed forces and may
send them to any part of thc world,

The President must answer to the American people and to
Congress for the executive policies and actions, This is a
heavy burden for the President so he has advisors and a
'Cabinet' to help him with his decisions, Using his authority,
the President can appoint officers as hcads of the executive

departments, These men advise the President and scrve as his



«2e

"right hand men ", These men try to always keep in touch with the President and

as a rule , meet with him once a week .,
Good citizens will always use their right to vote and elect a President who
is an able leader , enforcer of laws , and capable of appointing able men to the

cabinet positions . In the next issue , I will write about the legislative branch

known as Congress .
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