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• ForGword 
Any adjustmEnt program in ordEr to bE succG.sc;ful in thE long 
run muc;t rGcogniz.E. thE. G.conomic importancE. of a propGr 
corn;lation among lands suitablE. for cultivation , thoSG. 
most dE.sirabiE. for foragE. crops, and thosE which should bE. 
utilizE-d for timbEr, rEcrE.ation , gamE. dE.vE.IopmE.nt and 
Eros ion control. 

In Iowa---particularly in southG.rn Iowa --- a grE.at nE.E.d for 
land usE adjustmEnt in cErtain arE.as can and should bE. mGt 
by a program of rE.forE.station . Only to a limitE.d E.XtG.nt 
can such a program bE. undErtakE-n by individual land 
ownE.rs and opErators t: xtrEmG. Economic prE.sc;urE. ,rE.sult
ing from low farm incomES and high cost of financing 
IndEbtEdnESS , oftE.n forcES thE. individua I to cultivatE. 
marginal or submarginal land , whi IE. thE lack of immE.d iatE 
Economic rE.turn discouragES him from rE.turning to 
forE.st covE.r land unsuitEd to cultivation. 

As a rE.sult of thE SE. conditions, ovE.r wh ich thE. individual 
has no control, thE. rE.spon s1bil ity for rE.storing thE. forE.st 
covE.r cannot bE. placE.d on thE. farm opErator or land 
ownE.r , but must bE. accE.ptsd as a public rEsponsibil ity. 

~GcausE. of this and bEcauSE. national forE st dE.vE.IopmE.nt s 
arE. v aluablE. dGmonstratidns of propE-r land usE. , it is 
highly desirablE. that thE- National ~orGst program 
1ncludE. thE. rE.forE.station of parts of southE.rn Iowa . 
Advantagss such as rE.crE.ational opportunity and 
wild l1fE. prE-sE-rvation , togE.thsr with soi l consE-rvation 
and flood control , makE. such a program a sound public 
lnVGStmE.nt . 

ThE. actua I E.ffE.ct of thE. rE-duction of thE.. taxablE- land 
duE. to national forE.st acquisition is not commonly 
undE.r'stood in Iowa or othE.r statE.S. ThE. purchasE. of 
fE.dE..ral forE.'it arE.as naturally doE.s away with thE. 
po<;c;ibility of ta xi ng this land for statE , county and local 
rGvE.nuE.<;; howEvE-r, somE. yE.ars ago thE. U. S. ~orE.st 
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SE-rvicE- worb;d out a plan to compensatE. thE. affE.ct
E.d countiES for thE.ir tax loss . ThE- plan which has 
bE.E.n E.ffE.ctivE. for many yE.ars in all statE.s whE.rE. 
thE.rE. arE. national forE.sts, IS to rGturn E.ach yE.ar 
to thE. county 1n which a nat iona I forE.s t unit IS 
locatEd 25 pE.rcE.nt of thE. gross rE.vE.nuE. rE.cE.ivE.d from 
timbE.r saiE.S , graz.mg pE-rmits , rE.crE.ational arE.aS, Gtc .. to 
bE. usE.d by thE. county for school purposEs In a similar 
mannE.r I 0 pE.rcE:nt of thG gross rE.vE.nuE.. from thE.. 
national forE.sts in a county must bE. <;pE.nt on roads in thE.. 
county . In this way a total of 35 pE.rcE.nt of gross rEVE
nuE. (not nE.t rE.vE.nuG1 is rE.turnEd to thE.. county . 

In succE.E.ding pagE.S an attE..mpt is madE.. to show 
thE. nE.Ed for rE-forE.station in parts of Iowa. Al
though southE-rn Iowa has thG grEatEst nE.E-d,it 
would b6 nE.ithE.r accuratE. nor fair to dE.ny that 
thE.rE. arG thousands of acrE.s of E.XCE.IIE.nt farm land 
in southE.rn Iowa countiE.s . ThE. pomt to b6 strE.sSE.d 
IS that a rE.forE-station program will contributE: 
matErially to thE- E..conomic and social rGhabilitation 
of thE. parts of southErn Iowa that havE. b6cOm6 
unproductivE. for agricultural purpOSES. The. samE. would 
bE. truE. also of othE.r parts of thE statE-, E-SpE-cially 
along thE. largE.r rivE.rs and strE.ams . Without forE.st 
covE.r, thE. rE.alm of dEvastation will bE. projEctE-d farthEr 
into thE hE.art of now fE.rtiiE: farm lands. With a 
rE.forE.Station program E.conom1c hardship will bE. 
aiiG.viatE.d in part,duE. to a broadE..ning of work 
pos s.lbilitiE.s; land usE. maladjustmE..nt<; will bE. to a 
g r5ot E. X tE.n"t corrG c t-E.d ; and thG balancE. of naturE. 
will bE. , 1n a largE. mE.asurE. , rE.<;torE.d . 
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DE.piG-tion of thE. notivG forEst cov E.r · · · E-xploitat ion 
of thG soi I through cultivation of arE.a s <;uitE.d 
prim or- i I y to trGG crop<; or grozi ng · · · thGSE. arG 
causE.<; of tragE.dy for many southE.rn Iowa farm E. r <; . 
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~GrE. wE. SE.E. thG rGS u It , in Gros ion, of i mpropE.r land 
usE and cropping mEthod s. This land was oncE. in 
trE:.E.S . 

DE.nudE.d of its protE:.ctivE f orss t covEr, thE. StG.E.ply 
sloping soi I ha s bE.E.n prE:.y t o thE forcGS of wind 
and rain and gravity . Soil wh ich took th o usand_s 
of yE:.ars to produ cE. has disappE.arG.d within thE. span 
of onE. man's mE:.mory. 
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According to thG original land survE.y s, 1632 to 1659 I 

about 7,200,000 ocrG<; , or 20 pE.rcE.nt of thE. toto I 
arGo of Io wa , WErE covE.rE.d with timbEr. 

At thE. prE.sE.nt timE. I probably n o t morE. than 1,000,000 
ocrGS of timbGr land rE.mo in in thE. statE. , somG of which 
hovG bGGn c ut ovGr. CThis figun; doE.<; not includG wood lots) 

ThE original forEst has givE.n way to cultivatGd c r ops . 

Most of thE. original timbGr occupiGd thE. poorEr, thi nnGr, 
soi ls of thE statE. Thousands of acrE.S ciE.arGd of thE.ir timbGr 
hod bE.E.n cultiva tEd only a fE.w yE.ar s when EXtE.nsivE. E.ro
sion SE.t in. 

• • • 
Si ncE. thG sod and timbEr covEr of Iowa wa s first disturbEd, 
thE. sta t E., according to GStimotE.S , has lost approximatEly 
550,000 tons of good surfacE soil pE.r squarE. milE. , or a total 
for thE. statE. of about 30,000,000 ,000 tons . 

It is fur thGr E.StimotGd that approxi matEly 40pE.rcE.nt of 
thE. arGo of thE. statE. has bE.En E.rodGd to su c h an GXtGnt as 
to show a loss of from 50 to 75 pE.rcE.nt or morG of thE. 
su rfacG soi I. 

• • • 
5orings takE.n in Iowa lakGs show a hEavy dGposit of SGdi
mGnt which has accumulatEd dur ing thE. post C,Q or 70 
yE.ors . If thE.SG lokss arE. to bE. prE. sE.rv E.d for n;cn;otionol 
purpoSGS , on GlaboratE drGdging program will havE. to bG 
institutGd. 

~E.ttE.r forming mE. t hods , thG E.'i ta bl i shmGnt of pE.rmanE.nt 
pasturE. , ond rE.fOrGStation of StGE.p slopGS and poor soils 
will slow up this dE-struct ivE. procE.ss of siltation in our 
lokGS. 
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OnG of thG valuG<; of forGst covGr ic; in modE-rating thE. 
E.ffE.cts of an unusually grGot (or small) amount of rain 
fall . ~lood scE.nE.<; likG thosG obovG and at thG right 
would bG IE.ss common if thG nativG forGSt<; hod bGGn 
ollowGd to stand . RGtarding run-off , bGsidGc; dGcrGo c; ing 
flood dangGr, aids in thE. rGtE.ntion of ground wotGr. 
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Iowa's natiVE; fon;st covE;r was most E.xtE.nsivE. , and is 
now most dEpiEtE.d , in thE. southE.rn countiE.S . PE.rhaps 
as a pE.nalty for land mi su sE., thE.SE. countiE.s havG thE. low
ESt nG t farm incomE. and land v aluE.<; in thE. stat G. ()E.G 
prGcGd ing pagGS .) D i lapidatE.d and mal<£- shift structurES, 
likE. tho sG picturEd abovE. and at thE. righl , charactE.rizE. 
thE. orE.as of most flagrant dE.fOrGstation. 

Many farm fam1liGS h avE. lEft thE.SE. arE.o<; ThosE. whorE.
main havE. comparativEly fE.w homE. convGniE.ncE.S, and thE.Ir 
dwsll i ng s orE; val uE.d among ths lowE.s t in ths stats ()E.E. 
following pogE.s) 

~arm home; , likG thE. forE.sts thE.mSE.IVE.S, grow out of and arE. 
nourishEd by thE. so1l WhE.n thE. soil is rich and propE.rly 
utiliz.E.d , it will support hEalthful , attractivE. homE.S WhE.n soil 
is th1n and badly usE.d , thE. tragEdy is rE.fiE.CtE.d in thE. poor 
crops , thE. poor homGs , and thE. poor pEoplE. who strugglE. 
to maintain thE.msE.I VE.S . 
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ThE. food of industry is thE. raw producE. of thE. land . 
WhE.n thE. land fails, industriE.s closE. down and rust away 
in idiE.nE.SS . ThE. ruin abovE. was oncE. a southc.rn Iowa 
woollE-n mill which GmployE.d a largE. group of workE.n . 
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ThE. picturE. abovE. shows mEn rsmoving fish from a dry
ing lakE. which formsrly E.XtE:.ndsd to thE. trE.E.S in thE 
background . RE:.fon;station will hElp to consErvs and 
stabiliz.E thE watEr supply and rE.dUCE siltation . PrE.SE.r
vation of wild lifE. (SEE. pictun;s at right) is grE.atly 
furthE.rE.d by national forEst dsvE.Iopmsnt. 

t o r c; T h G ~ore; s t Covbr 



R~storb T h ~ ~ o r ~ s t Cov~r 

UndGr a protsctivs covEring of trEE.~, thE. ugly wound'i 
of Erosion arE. hiddEn from sight and gradually an; 
ht;aiE.d ovE.r. E>arn;n wastE; ic; transformEd into a 
woodE.d nook , a homE. for gamE. I a product ivs wood 
lot, a grazing arEa I a plEasant forESt whE.rE. pE.opls 
may spsnd a quist hol iday . 
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• conclusions 

To prE.vGnt furthGr dGva~tation of fGrtiiG farm lands by 
gully t;rosion and to aid in thE. n;storat1on of arGos alrGady 
dsplstGd · · · · · · · 

To contributE. to social and Gconomic rEhabilitation · 

To incrGaSG thE. GffGctivE.nGSS of flood control · ··· · · 

To rGducG thE ratG of siltation which now thrGatE:.nS to 
dGstroy many of Iowa's lakE:.S , ponds, and rE-SE-rvoirs · · · · · 

To aid in thE rGtGntion of ground watGrs · · · · · · · 

To supply timbGr and raw matE:.rials for Industrial USE. 

To protEct and rE-storE. wild lifE. rEsourcE-S · · · · · · 

To providE. incrE.asGd rGcrGational facilitiE-S and 
opportunitiE-S · · · · · · · 

National forGsts will do thESE things and at thE sams 
timE dEmonstratE. thE. fGa<;ibility of a propE-r land usE-
program. 

) 

) 

) 
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