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l\IUTU~ V EH.IOLE LAW OF IOWA 

Chapter 275 : Thirty-eighth General Assembly as 
Amended by the Thirty-ninth and 

Fortieth General Assemblies. 

An act to repeal Chapter Two-B ( 2-B) of Title VIII 
of the Supplement to the Code, 1913, relating to 
the licensing and regulation of motor vehicles and 
to enact a substitute therefore and prescribing 
penalties for the violation thereof. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEM
BLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Tbat Chapter two-b ( 2-b) of title. 
VIII of the supplement to the code, 1913, be and is 
hereby repealed and the following enacted in lieu 
thereof. 

Sec. 2. In all laws of this state regulating motor 
vehicles, the term "motor vehicle," except where 
otherwise expressly provided shall include all 
vehicles propelled by any pow~r other than muscu
lar power, except traction engines, road rollers, fire 
wagons ana engines, police patrols, city or town 
ambulances, city and government vehicles clearly 
marked as such, and such vehicles as are run only 
upon tracks or rails. The term "local authorities" 
shall include all officers of comities, cities or towns, 
as well as all boards, committees, or other public · 
officials of such counties, cities or towns. "Motor
cycle" shall include all motor vehicles designed to 
travel on not more than three wheels in contact 
with the ground, and of not exceeding ten horse
power, and of not exceeding the weight of five hun
c;Ired pounds unladen. A trailer shall be deemed to 
be any vehicle, which is at any time drawn upon 
the public highway by a motor vehicle excepting 
any implements of husbandry temporarily drawn, 
propelled or moved upon such highway. "High
way" shall include any public highway, county 
road, state highway or state road, public street, 
avenue, alley, park, parkway, driveway, square 
or place, bridge, viaduct, trestle, or any other ter
ritory or structure, whether public or private de
signed , intended or used by or for the general pub
lic for the passage of vehicles, in any county, or in
corporated city or town within the state of Iowa; 
"local authorities" shall include all boards of super
visors, trustees or councils, commissions, commit
tees, and other public officials of counties, incor
porated cities or towns;* "Chauffeur" shall mean 
any person who operates an automobile in the 
transportation of persons or freight and who re
ceives any compensation for such service in wages, 
commission or otherwise, paid directly or indirectly, 
or who as owner or employee operates an automo
bile carrying passengers or freight for hire in
cluding drivers of hearses, ambulances, consoli-
•see also Senate File No. 543 
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lated school busses, passenger cars, trucks, light 
delivery and similar conveyances; provided, how
ever, that this definition shall not include manu
facturers' agents, proprietors of garages and deal
ers, salesmen, mechanics, or demonstrators of 
automobiles in the ordmary course of their busi
ness; "nonresidents" sh·all mean residents of states 
or countries other than the state of Iowa and of 
countnes other than the United States iWhose so
journ in this state, or whose occupation or their 
regular place of abode or business in this state, if 
any, covers a total period of less than three months 
in the calendar year; "owner" shall include any 
person, firm, association, or corporation, having 
the lawful ownership, use or control, or the right 
to the use or control, of a motor vehicle, under a 
lease or otherwise, for a period of ten or more 
successive days. The term "where a vehicle is 
kept" shall refer to the county of residence of the 
owner or to the county where the vehicle is mainly 
kept if it be different from that of the residence 
of the owner. The words "license fee" shall have 
the same meaning as "registration fee" and when 
a motor vehicle is "licensed" it is also "registered" 
and vice versa. A dealer shall include "dealers and 
manufacturers"; "manufacturer" or "dealer" shall 
signify a person, firm, association, or corporation 
regularly in the business of having in his, its or 
their possession motor vehieles for sale or trade 
and for use and operation pursuant thereto, and 
shall be considered owne1;s of motor vehicles manu
factured or dealt in by them for the purposes of 
this act, prior to sale and delivery thereof, and of 
all motor vehicles in their possession and operated 
or driven by them or by their agents or employees; 
provided, however, that anything to the contrary 
herein notwithstanding, the determination of the 
department shall be final and conclusive upon the 
question whether or not an applicant for registra
tion shall be a manufacturer or dealer within the 
meaning and intent of this act; a "used car dealer" 
shall, for the purpose of this act, include a person, 
firm, association, or col"poraltion, regularly en
gaged in the business of having in his, its, or their 
possession, second-hand motor vehicles for sale or 
trade and· operation pursuant thereto, and shall be 
considered owners of motor vehicles dealt in by 
them, for the purpose of this act, prior to sale and 
delivery thereof, and all motor vehicles in their 
possession and operated or driven by them, or by 
their agents and employees, provided, however, 
that anything to the oontrary herein notwith
standing, the determination of the department shall 
be final and conclusive upon the question as to 
whether or not an applicant for registration shall 
be a "used car dealer" within the meaning of this 
act; "garage" shall mean every place of business 
where motor vehicles are received for housing, stor
age or repair, for compensation; "intersectin.~~: high-
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way" shall mean any h igh way which joins another 
~t any ~.ngl e, ~hether or not it crosses the other; 

person sh~ll m clude any corporation, association, 
copartner ship, company, fi nn, or other aggrega
tion of indi vidua ls a nd where the term "person" is 
used m couuecuou With the regis tration of a motor 
vehicle , it ~ha ll include a ny co rp orat ion associa
tion , copartnership , company, finn , or o ther aggre
gacion of individuals which o wns or con trols such 
motor vehicle as actual owner, or for the purpose 
or sa le or ror ren tmg, whe ther as agent, salesman, 
or othenv ·se; " department" as used in this act 
sha ll mean the secretary of state ; ' ·sJ?ecially con
structed" mo tor veh icle shall mean a mo tor vehicle 
wh ich shall no t have been originally constructed 
under a distin ctive name, make, model or type of 
a generally recognized manufacturer of motor 
vehicles ; provided, that in case of dispute the de
termination of the departrn.ent as to the character 
of construction of any such motor vehicle shall be 
conclusive; "reconstructed motor vehicle" shall 
mean a motor vehicle which shall have been as
sembled or constructed largely by m eans of es sen
tial parts, new or used, derived from other motor 
vehicles or makes of motor vehicles of various 
names, models or types, or which if originally 
otherwise, constructed, shall have b~en materially 
a!t~red by the. re~oval of essential parts, or by ad
ditiOn or substitutiOn of essential parts new or used 
de rived from motor vehicles or makes of moto; 
vehicles, provided, that for Ute purpose of this 
act t~e term "essential parts" shall include, not 
only mtegral parts but also body parts· such as 
fenders, hood, cowl, and other parts, the removal 
alteration or substitution of w.hich will tend t~ 
conceal the identity or substantially alter the ap
pearance o~ the motor vehicle; and provided, fur
ther, that m case of dispute the determination of 
the department as to the character of such assem
bly, reconstruction or alteration shall be conclu
sive; "im~orted . m'otor vehicle" shall mean any 
motor vehiCle wh1ch sha ll be brought into this state 
from az:other country or state otherwise than in 
the ordmary course of business by or through a 
ma.nufacturer, dealer, or used car dealer, and 
Which has not been registered in this st·ate. 

Sec. 3. Every motor vehicle k ept in this state 
and whose own~r is a r esident of this state and 
every. motor vehicle kept in this s tate, except' tem
por~nly by a non-resident owner and every motor 
vehlc.le kept a nd used in this state a majority of 
the time, and every motor vehicle used in this state 
and not properly licensed under the laws of an
other state shal.l no~ be opera ted by its own power 
upon ~ny pubhc highway without being licensed 
and Wlt~out carrying license number plates and 
~rop~r hcense certificate and without having had 
1ts hcense fe e duly _P a id, all as .required by law. 
Any such motor vehicle once licensed in the state 

-4-

a nd by r emova l not longer subject to license in 
t hi s s ta te, sha ll upon being retu rned to this state 
a nd subj ect to li cense be aga in origina lly licensed .. 
E very motor vehicle origina lly licensed as provided 
by law sh11ll , so long as it is subj ect to license, 
wi thin the sta te, pay a license fee in advance as 
her ein furth er provided. 

Sec. 4. Every owner of motor vehicle which 
sha ll be operated or driven upon the public high
ways shall, except as herein otherwise expressly 
provided, have filed in the office of the county 
treasurer of the county in which he resides a 
verified application for r egistration or r e-registra
tion on a blank to be furni shed by the department 
for that purpose, containing such informa tion as 
the depa rtment ma y r equire for the efficient ad
ministration of this act. 

Sec. 5. Upon r eceipt of the application and li
cense fee for a motor vehicle, as provided in this 
ac t, the county treasurer shall fil e s uch application 
in his office and r egister such motor vehicle with 
the name, post-office address and business address 
of the owner, toge ther with the facts stated in 
such application, in a book or index to be kept 
for t he purpose, under the distinctive number as
signed to such motor vehicle by the county treas
urer, which book or index shall be open to public 
inspection durin g reasona ble business hours, and 
he sha ll give to the owner a r eceipt for the fee 
pa id, a nd sha ll forthwi th assign to such motor 
vehicle a distinctive number, and, without expense 
to the a pplicant, sha ll Issue and deliver , or forward 
by ma il or express to the owner, a certificate of 
registra tion and container for same in such form 
as the depa rtment may prescribe, and duplica te 
number pla tes bearing a number corresponding to 
the number assigned to such motor vehicle. Up
on r eceipt of the a pplication and license fee for 
a tra iler, as provided in this act, the county treas
urer shall issue a receipt for the fee paid and• shall 
at once fo rward the duplicate r eceipt to the de
partment. The county treasurer shall register and 
assign to the trailer dis tinctive number and shall 
fo rward to the owner a certifi cate of registration 
a nd a s ingle number pla te bearing the number 
co rresponding to the number assigned to the trail
er. In the event of the loss, mutila tion or destruc
ti on of any number pla t e, the owner of the regis
tered motor vehicle, or manufa cturer, or dealer, 
as the case may be, m ay obtain from the depart
men t a duplica te thereof upon filin g in the office 
of the department a n a ffidavit showing such facts 
a nd the payment of a fee of fifty cents ($ .50) for 
each plate. Quplicate certificates of r egis tration 
may be issued by the county treasurer in like cases, 
without the payment of a ny fee therefor. 

Each county treasurer shall be allowed to retain 
twen ty-five cents (2 5c ) for each motor vehicle li
cense iss ued by him out of money collected in each 
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year for the registration of such motor vehicles, 
th e same to be deducted , and reported to the de
partment, when the county t reasurer transfers the 
money collected under the provisions of this 
chapter. 

The money thus retained by the county treas
urer shall be credited to the county fund of each 
county fo: the paymen~ of salaries, postage, and 
other office expenses mcurred in the collection 
of the fees provided for in this chapter. • 

· Sec. 6. The executive council shall purchase all 
nu~ber plates, containers and other supplies re
quired by this act after receiving competitive bids 
under open specHications. The bidder shall be re
qUired_ to furnish samples of ·such supplies and in 
a wardmg the contract the council may consider the 
quality and suitability of the samples submitted 
as well as the price quoted. A record of all bids 
submitted shall be kept and the samples submitted 
shall be preserved until the next subsequent letting. 
The successful bidder shall be required to execute 
to the state a good and sufficient bond in such 
a~ount as the executive council shall require, con
ditiOned upon the plates furnished being in accord
ance with the samples and specifications and pro
viding for liquidated damages for fail~re to de
liver plates at the time specified in the contract. 
In lieu of purchasing under competitive bids the 
council shall have authority to arrange with the 
board of control to furnish such supplies as may 
be made at the state institutions. 

Sec. 7. On or before the first day of December 
of each year, the department shall deliver or cause 
to be delivered to the county treasure~ of each 
county, approximately as many duplicate number 
plates and certificate containers as there are motor 
veh~cles register.ed in such county during the pre
cedmg year. The plates so delivered to each coun
ty treasurer to be in numerical sequence. There
afte~ •. ~uring the year, the department, upon 
requisition of the county treasurer shall deliver ad
ditional number plates and certificate containers. 
The department shall keep an accurate record of 
all number plates issued to each county, and shall 
also keep a record showing the assignment there
of by the county treasurer to motor vehicles. Such 
number plates shall be of metal, at least six ( 6) 
inc;hes wide and not less than fifteen ( 15) inches 
in length, on which there shall be the initials "Ia" 
and numerals indicating the year for which it is 
used; and shall be of a distinctively different color 
each year, and there shall be at all times a marked 
contrast between the colors of the number plates 
and that of the numerals or letters .thereon; said 
colors to be designated by the department. The 
distinctive number assigned to the vehicle shall 
be set forth in numerals four ( 4) inches long, each 
stroke of which shall be at least five-eighths ( % ) 

•Two preceding paragraphs effective July 4, 1921. 

of an inch in width. In the case of a motor vehicle 
registered by a manufacturer or dealer, there shall 
be on such pla te, in addition to the foregoing, the 
letter "D" and, in case of a motor vehicle r egistered 
by a used car dealer, the letters "U. D.", each 
stroke of each such letter to be at least four ( 4) 
inches long and five eighths (% ) of an inch in 
width. The number plates for use of a motor bi
cycle or a motorcycle shall be one-half (% ) the 
size above stated. All number plates issued shall · 
be and remain the property of the st·ate of Iowa. 

Sec. 8. Registration shall be renewed annually 
as provided in Sec. ten ( 10), to take effect on the 
first day of January of each year ; provided, that 
the county treasurer shall withhold the registration 
of any motor vehicle the owner. of which shall have 
failed to register the same under the provisions of 
this act, for any previous period or periods for 
which it appears that reg-istration should have been 
made until the fee for such previous period or 
periods shall be paid. All certificates of registra.
tion issued under provisions of this act shall ex
pire on the last day of the calendar year for which 
they were issued. 

Sec. 9. When a motor vehicle is permanently 
dismantled and can no longer be used on the pub
lic highway or when same is sold outside the state, 
the owner thereof shall detach the license plates 
and certificate of registration and surrender them 
to the county treasurer, who shall cancel the r~g
istration of record and report such cancellatiOn 
forthwith to the deparment upon blanks provided 
for that purpose. Such license plates shall be de
stroyed by the county treasurer who shall so ad
vise the department. A failure to comply with the 
provisions of this act shall constitute a .misde
meanor and upon conviction shall be pumshable 
by a fine of not less than five dollars ($~.00) . nor 
more than fifty dollars ($50.00) or by Impnson
ment not exceeding ten days. 

Sec. 10. An annu-al license fee shall be paid for 
each motor vehicle operated upon the public high
ways of this state unless said vehicle is special~y 
exempted under the provisions of this act. Said 
license fee shall be paid to the county treasurer at 
the same time the application is made for the reg
istration or re-registration of said motor vehicle and 
the county treasurer shall not issue a regis tration 
certificate for any motor vehicle until the proper 
license fee has been paid. 

Provided that where there is no delinquency, and 
the registration is made during April, May or June, 
the fee shall be three-fourths the annual license 
fee herein required ; and where made during July, 
August or September, the fee shall be one-half 
such annual fee , and where made during October 
or November the fee shall be one-fourth of such 
annual license fee; no fee being required for the 
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month of December for a new car in good faith 
delivered during that month. 

Su·ch reduction in the license fee shall not be 
allowed until the applicant first file with the Coun
ty Treasurer an affid•avit stating the date on which 
the motor vehicle first came into his possession or 
control, in connection with his purchase or pros
pective purchase thereof, and the name and ad
dress of the party from whom purchased. 

Any person who shall wilfully make false state
ment in such affidavit shall be deemed quilty of 
perjury and punished accordingly. 

The amount of said license fee shall be and is 
fixed at the following rates: 

1. For all motor vehicles except motor trucks, 
motorcycles and motor bicycles, a fee equal to 
one per cent of the .value as fixed by the executive 
council, plus forty cents for each one hundred 
pounds or fraction thereof of weight of vehicle as 
fixed by the executive council, provided that no 
motor vehicle regardless of age shall be licensed 
for a full year for less than ten dollars ($10.00). 

The executive council shall annually classify all 
such motor vehicles by value and by weight. The 
v·alue shall be fixed at the next even one hundred 
(100) dollars above the retail list price F. 0. B. 
the factory, and the weight shall be fixed at the 
next even one hundred (100) pounds above the 
manufacturer's shipping weight or the actual 
weight of the vehicle fully equipped. 

2. After said motor vehicle has been registered 
five times, that part of the license fee which is 
based on the value of said vehicle shall be one-half 
the rate as fixed when new, except as provided in 
paragraph one ( 1) above, and the sworn state
ment of the registrant as to the number of times 
such motor vehicle has been registered shall be 
conclusive evidence of that fact. 

3. For all motorcycles the annual license fee 
shall be five dollars ( $5.0 0). When s·aid motor
cycle has been registered five ( 5) times, the annual 
license fee shall be one-half the rate when new. 

4. For all motor trucks, the fee shall be fixed 
in accordance with the following schedule: 

a. Motor trucks equipped with all pneumatic 
tires: 

For 1 ton or less capacity 
1% tons capacity 
2 
2% 
3 
3% 
4 
4% 
5. 
6 

b. Motor truck·s equipped 
solid rubber tires: 
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$15.00 per annum 
22.50 " " 
30.00 " 
45.00 " 
65.00 " 
90.00 " 

105.00 " 
120.00 " 
135.00 
165.00 " 
with two or more 

For 1 ton or less capacity $15.00 per annum 
1% tons capacity 22.50 " " 
2 30.00 " 
2% 55.00 .. 
3 75.00 .. 
3% 100.00 " 
4 115.00 .. 
4% 130.00 " 
5 145.00 " 
6 175.00 " 

Provided that all trucks having a load capacity 
above two tons and operated exclusively within 
the limits of cities and towns, the annual license 
fee shall be two-thirds the rates fixed above. 

The license fee for each ton of load capacity 
above six tons shall be fifty dollars in addition to 
the six ton rate, provided that · no license shall be 
issued for any motor truck having a greater load 
capacity than six tons without a specific. permit 
from the municipal authorities for operatiOn en
tirely within the limits of municipalities and with
out a specific permit from the state highway de
partment and board of supervisors for _operatiO?J
without the limits of municipalities. Said permit 
may define and limit the streets and highways over 
which said heavy trucks may be licensed to operate. 

c. Motor trucks equipped with iron, steel or 
or hard tires: 

1 ton or less ·capacity ............... $40.00 
1% ton capacity ................... 50.00 

No license issued for heavier load capacities. 
5. Trailers weighing less than one thousand 

pounds (1000 lbs.), or w>ith a loading capacity of 
less than one thousand pounds ( 10 0 0 lbs.), shall 
not be subject to a license fee. 

All other trailers shall be subject to a license 
fee to be fixed in accordance with the following 
schedule: 

When equipped with pneumatic tires: 
Trailers with capacity of 1h ton, but not ex-

·ceeding 1 ton capacity .............. $10.00 
Trailers with cap·acity of 1 ton, but not ex-

ceeding 2 tons capacity .............. 15.00 
Trailers with ·capacity of 3 tons, but not ex

ceeding 4 tons capacity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 5. 0 0 
Trailers with capacity of 4 tons, but not ex-

ceeding 5 tons capacity .............. 40.00 
Trailers wtth capacity of 5 tons, but not ex-

ceeding 6 tons capacity .............. 50.00 
Trailers . with capacity of 6 tons, but not ex-

ceeding 7 tons capacity .............. 60.00 
When equipped with two or more solid rubber 

tires: 
Trailers with capacity of 1 ton, but not ex-

ceeding 2 tons capacity .............. $ 5.00 
Trailers w!.th cap·acity of 2 tons, but not ex-

ceeding 3 tons capacity .............. 15.00 
Trailers with capacity of 3 tons, but not ex-

ceeding 4 tons capacity .............. 35.00 
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Trailers :Vith capacity of 4 tons, but not ex-
ceedmg 5 tons capacity .............. 50.00 

Trailers with capacity of 5 tons but not ex-
ceeding 6 tons capacity ... : . ......... 60.00 

Trailers with capacity of 6 tons but not ex-
ceeding 7 tons capacity ... .' .......... 70.00 

When equipped with iron, steel or hard tires: 
Trailers with capacity of 1 ton, but not ex-

ceeding 2 tons capacity .. . ........... $15.00 
Trailers with capacity of 2 tons, but not ex-

ceeding 3 tons capacity .... . ......... 30.00 
All motor trucks, trailers, and motor vehicles 

used for other thaR the conveyance of passengers 
and the personal effects of said passengers shall 
have attached thereto a conspicuous metal plate 
giving the actual weight of the vehicle equipped 
and weight of loading capacity as specified by the 
manufa-ctu-rer or maker and no license shall be is
sued until the vehicle is so equipped. Any person 
violating any of the provisions of this section shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon con
viction, shall be subject to a fine of not less than 
five dO'llars ($5.00) nor more than fifty ($50.00) 
dollars for the first and second offenses. Upon a 
third conviction, the department shall have au
thority to cancel the certificate of registration and 
call in the number plates and a new license shall 
not be i.ssued for any such motor vehicle for a 
period of one year. 

6. If during the first half of the. year for which 
a motor vehicle was registered and the required 
registration fee paid therefor, such car is destroyed 
by fire or accident, or stolen and not recovered 
by the owner before the expiration of the registra
tion period for which such fee was paid, or sold 
and continuously used beyond the boundaries of 
the State of Iowa, said owner shall upon the first 
day of January following such theft or destruction 
by accident be paid a refund to the amount of one
half (% ) the motor vehicle license fee paid for 
such year. The motor vehicle aepartment is here
by authorized to make such payments according 
to the above provisions, when sufficient proof of 
such destruction by accident, theft, or sale for 
continuous use beyond the boundaries of the state, 
is properly certified, approved by the county treas
urer, and filed with the motor vehicle department. 

2. The provisions of this act shall apply to such 
losses as occur on or after Jan. 1, 1923. 

[See Senate File 543 for exceptions under Sec. 
11.] 

Sec. 11. It shall be unlawful for any person 
known as a chauffeur, and employed for hire there
fore, to operate or drive a motor vehicle upon the 
public highways, or streets of cities or ·towns of 
this state, unless licensed by the department as 
herein provided. 

Any person desiring a chauffeur's license shall 
file with the department an application under oath 
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stating his name, residence, business address, it 
any, age, celor, single or married, whether he has 
ever been convicted of a violation of the motor 
vehicle laws of this state or any other state, or has 
been convicted within one year of intoxication, and 
such other information as the department may re
quire. Such license shall not be issued until the 
department is satisfied that the applicant is over 
eighteen ( 18) years of age and is a fit and proper 
person to receive such license. The fee for chauf
feur's license shall be two dollars ($2.00) payable 
annually and shall expire on the last day of the 
year .for which it is issued. 

To each person shall be assigned a distinguish
ing number and the department shall issue to the 
licensee a certificate containing the distinguishing 
number assigned to the licensee, his name, age, 
place of residence, business address, if any, and a 
brief description of the licensee for purpose of 
identification and such other Information as the 
department shall deem necessary. Each person 
licensed as a chauffeur, shall endorse his usual 
signature on the license certificate and his license 
shall not be valid until the certificate is so en
dorsed. 

The department shall also furnish, without extra 
charge therefor to each chauffeur licensed a suit
able metal badge with the number assigned to him 
stamped thereon, such badge to have stamped 
thereon the words "Registered Chauffeur No ..... , 
Iowa," and year of issue. 

This badge shall thereafter be worn by such 
chauffeur; affixed to his clothing in a conspicuous 
place, at all times when he is operating a motor 
vehicle upon the public highway and the license 
·certificate shall be carried at all times when he is 
operating a motor vehicle upon the public highway 
and shall be produced for inspection upon request 
of any peace officer. In case of the loss of such 
badge or certificate a duplicate will be issued by 
the department on the filing of an affidavit show
ing the fact of Joss, and on payment of a fee of one 
dollar ($1.00) to the department in case of a 
badge, and fifty cents ($.50) in case of a cer
tificate. Applications for the annual renewal of 
license by chauffeurs shall be accompanied by the 
fee required by this section. No chauffeur's license 
or badge shall be issued to any applicant under 
the age of eighteen ( 18) years; provided, that it 
shall be unlawful for any person to cause or know
ingly to permit his or her child, ward or employe 
to operate a motor vehicle upon the public high· 
way as a chauffeur without first having obtained 
such license as hereinbefore specified; and thf 
application to the department of a minor to operate 
a motor vehicle, as chauffeur, shall not be granted 

by the department unless the parent or parents 
having custody of such applicant or the guardian 
of such applicant shall have joined in said applica-
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tion by signing the same; and provided further, 
that any negligence of a minor so licensed, in 
operating a motor vehicle upon 'the public high
way, as chauffeur, shall be imputed to the perso~. 
persons, or corporation, who shall employ said 
chauffeur; which person, persons, or corporation 
shall be jointly and severally liable with such minor 
for any damage -caused by such negligence. 

Upon the receipt of an application, the depart
ment shall register the applicant in a book or on 
index cards which shall be kept in the same man
ner as the books or index -cards for the registration 
of motor vehicles. 

No person shall use a fictitious name in applying 
for such chauffeur's license, nor shall any chauf
feur voluntarily permit any other person to possess 
or use his license certificate or badge; nor shall 
any person, while operating a motor vehicle, use 
or possess any license certificate or badge belong
ing to another person. 

No person shall display or cause or permit to be 
displayed, or have in his possession, any canceled, 
revoked, altered or fictitious registration number 
plates, registration certifi-cate, chauffeur's license 
certificate or chauffeur's badge, as the same are 
respectively provided for in this act. 

The official head of the department may, after 
due hearing, upon not less than five ( 5) days' 
notice to be sent by registered letter to the ad
dress given by the person seeking a chauffeur's 
license, which shall constitute a sufficient service 
of notice, suspend or revoke the chauffeur's license 
issued to any person under this act, for any cause 
which he may deem sufficient, or he may, when 
a chauffeur has been convicted a third time of a 
violation of any of the provisions of this act, re
voke or suspend the license of the chauffeur so 
convicted and no new license shall be issued to 
such person for at least one ( 1) year after the 
date of revocation of such license nor thereafter 
except in the discretion of the said offi-cer. Any 
certificate of license issued to any chauffeur to 
operate motor vehicles upon an applica.tion or state
ment which is untrue as to any matenal fact, shall 
be void from the date of issue. 

Any chauffeur whose license shall be revoked 
by the department, or shall be found to be void, 
shall forthwith return his license certificate and 
badge to the department. If any chauffeur or other 
person shall without the -consent of the owner take 
or cause to be taken any automobile or motor 
vehicle and operate or drive or cause the same to 
be operated or driven, he shall be imprisoned_ in 
the penitentiary not to exceed one year. or be Im
prisoned in the county jail not to exceed SIX months, 
or be fined not to exceed five hundred dollars 
($500 .00). 

Sec. 12. No person under fifteen (15) years of 
age shall operate or drive a motor. vehicle by per-
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mission from the owner of the car unless such 
person be accompanied by a person of mature years 
and in all cases where damage is done by any car 
driven by any person under fifteen ( 15) years of 
age and in all cases where damage is done by the 
car, driven by consent of the owner, by r eason of 
n egligence of the driver, the owner of the car shall 
be liable for such damage. 

Sec. 13 . Every manufacturer of a motor vehicle 
so ld or offered for sale within this state, either 
by the manufacturer, distributor, dealer or any 
other person, shall, on or before the first day of 
September, 1921, and annually thereafter, file in 
the office of the department a sworn statement 
showing the various models manufactured by him, 
and the r etail list price and weight of each mpdel 
as of September 1st of that year. When the retail 
list price of the car is reduced ·below the price on 
fil e, the manufacturer shall immediately notify the 
department, which shall issue at once to county 
treasurers a supplementary list of classifications 
and on all subsequent registrations this list shall 
be the basis for fixing the registration fee . Pro
vided further that the motor vehicle department 
shall have the power to fix the license fee on all 
makes and models of cars which are not now being 
furnished or upon which the statement from the 
factory cannot be 'obtained. No motor vehicle shall 
be registered in this state unless the manufacturer 
thereof has furnished to the department the sworn 
statement herein provided, giving the list price 
and weight of the model of the motor vehicle that 
is offered for registration, except that the county 
treasurer shall have authority to fix the value and 
weight of any rebuilt or for eign car or any car on 
which the list price and weight is not available, pro
vided the department shall have authority to re
view the action of the county treasurer in such 
cases, establish the correct value and weight and 
revoke the findings of the county treasurer, if 
found incorrect. 

Sec. 14. All motor vehicles owned by the gov
ernment and used in the transaction of official busi
ness by the representatives of foreign powers or by 
officers, boards of departments of the government 
of the United States, and by the state of Iowa, coun
ties, municipalities and other sub-divisions of gov
ernment, and such self-propelling vehicles as are 
used neither for the conveyance of persons for 
hire, pleasure or business nor for the transporta
tion of freight, and small trailers, under one thou
sand (1,000) pounds -capacity, equipped with rub
ber tires, used with pleasure motor veh.icles and 
used for carrying personal baggage or effects, are 
hereby exempted from the payment of the fees 
in this act prescribed, but shall not be exempt from 
the penalties herein provided. The department 
shall furnish, on application , free of charge, dis
tinguishing plates for motor vehicles thus exempted 
and keep a separate record thereof. 
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Sec. 15. The department shall prepare, prior 
to the second day of July, 1919, and annually there
after a statement showing all the different makes 
and {nodels of motor vehicles previously registered 
in his department, and all the different ma;kes and 
models of motor vehicles, statements of whtch haye 
been filed in his office as provided in s~cti.on th.tr
teen ( 13) hereof, together with the retail hst pnc.e 
and weight of the same, and the executive council 
shall on or before the 15th day of July of each 
year,' and at such other times as . they may deem 
necessary, fix the value and weight of eac~ of 
the different makes and models of motor vehlC.les 
so reported to them by the department, or which 
are sold or offered for sale within the state. 

The statement prepared by the department shall 
also include the load capacities of the various 
makes and models of motor trucks and trailers and 
the lHOper license fee to be paid for the registration 
of each. 

Sec. 16. All registration or other fees herein or 
heretofore provided for in this act shall be and 
continue a lien against the motor vehicle for which 
said fees are payable until such time as they are 
paid as provided by law, with any accrued penalties. 
The lien of the original registration fee shall at
tach, at the time the same is first payable, as pro
vided by law, and the lien of all renewals of reg
istration shall attach on January 1st of each year 
thereafter. The collection of same may be en
forced against any motor vehicle or it may be c~l
lected by suit against the owner who shall remam 
personally liable therefor until such time as the 
transfer thereof shall be reported to the county 
treasurer or until such time as said vehicle ceases 
to be in use and all fees and penalties to such date 
shall be paid. On January 1st of each year, a 
penalty of one dollar ($1.00) shall be added to 
all fees not paid by that date, and one dollar 
( $1.0 0) shall be added to such fees on the ~irst of 
each month thereafter that the same remams un
paid, until paid. Such delinquencies shall be?in 
and penalty accrue the first of the month followmg 
the purchase of a new vehicle, and the firs~ of the 
month following the date cars are brought mto the 
state, except as herein otherwise provided. 

In the first week of May, 1921, and of each 
year thereafter the county treasurer shall cause ~o 
be published in each of the official newspapers m 
his county, a list of all motor vehicles owned with
in his county upon which the license fee has not 
been paid for that year, except such motor vehicles 
held by used car dealers and listed by them with 
the county treasurer, as herein elsewhere pro
vided. Such list shall show the factory number, 
make and model of the vehicle together with the 
name and post-office address of. the owner thereof 
as shown by the records of his office and the 
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amount of the license fee and penalty due upon 
the vehicle. Immediately after the publication of 
the list as herein provided, it shall be the duty of 
the county treasurer to collect the license and 
penalty. 

The county treasurer shall collect from each de
linquent, two dollars ($2.00) on each vehicle on 
which the fee is delinquent to cover cost of pub
lication. The cost of publication provided for in 
this section shall be paid as other bills for the 
maintenance of the department, but shall first be 
certified by the county treasurer of the county in 
which the publication was made, and approved by 
the department. 

The county treasurer shall each month during 
the year 1921 remit to the department one-half 
of one per cent of all fees and penalties collected 
for 1921 and as provided above each year there
after, to be used as a working fund to cover re
fund s necessary to be made ; any surplus remain
ing to be accounted for and delivered to the State 
Treasurer at the end of each fiscal year. 

He shall collect the license fee and penalties on 
each motor vehicle registered by him and shall be 
responsible on his bond for such amount. He shall 
r emit such amount to the treasurer of state as 
herein provided. 

The county treasurer shall on the fifteenth 
(15th) day of each month report under oath to 
the department, on forms furnished by it, giving 
a full and complete statement of all fees and pen
alties so received by him during the preced.ing 
calendar month. The department shall immediate
ly upon receiving same, report to the treasurer of 
state the amount so collected by such county treas
urer. The treasurer of state shall keep proper 
books of account for the purposes specified herein 
and shall report to the department each remit
tance from the county treasurer when said remit
tance is received. 

The treasurer of state shall maintain jn the 
state treasury, of the money collected as in this 
chapter provided, a cash balance of not to exceed 
five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000). When 
such cash balance becomes less than one hundred 
thousand dollars ($100,000) he shall draw upon 
the treasurer of each county of the state in propor
tion to the amounts in their possession respectively 
a sum sufficient in the aggregate to restore said 
cash balance to a sum not exceeding said maximum. 
Such drafts shall be honored by the treasurer of 
each county upon presentation. 

And the department shall check and audit such 
fees and penalties collected and shall· effect a 
settlement with the county treasurer annually. 

It shall be the duty of the county treasurer to 
deliver to the sheriff of the county, fifteen ( 15) 
days from the date of publication of the delinquent 
motor list, a certified list of the motor vehicles on 
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which the fees are deLinquent, as shown by the 
record of his office, which list shall show name and 
address of owner, make of car, license number, 
factory and engine number, amount of fees and 
penalty due. 

It shall be the duty of the sheriff of the county 
to forthwith proceed to the collection of the unpaid 
fees a nd penalties as <:ertified to him by county 
treasurer by taking possession of the motor vehicle 
descr.ibed in said certified list and pr oceed to adver
tise and sell same upon ten ( 10) days' notice for 
the purpose of collecting fees, penalties and costs. 
Sai d certified list shall for all purposes be a suffi
cient warrant therefor. The procedure of the sale 
of the motor vehicle for the collection of the 
license fees penalties and costs shall be the same 
as that pro~ided for the collection of the taxes on 
personal property by distres s and sale as set forth 
in Section 14 0 6 of the Code. Should a motor 
vehi·cle on which the fee is delinquent be removed 
from the county in which it was originally regis
tered either by transfer or r emoval by owner to an
other' county, without having notified the county 
treasurer or department of such removal and the 
sheriff knowing to which county same was re
moved may forward the warrant to the sheriff of 
the co'unty where such motor vehicle is at that 
time when he shall proceed to collect the same as 
though the vehicle had been originally registered 
in his county and make r eturn to the county treas
urer of the ~ounty from which he r eceiveded the 
warrant. 

The sheriff shall be entitled to receive as costs, 
the sum of two dollars ( $2.0 0) for serving the writ 
or warrant of seizure and ten cents ($.10) for each 
mile actually traveled by him in collecting the fee 
and penalti es, and one dollar ($1.00) per day for 
care of the motor vehicle while in his possession, 
which shall be collected from the owner of such 
del<inquent motor vehicle, such costs and mileage , 
and costs of care while in his possession, shall be 
retained by him in full for his services. 

When the fee and penalties have been <:ollected 
the same shall forthwith be returned to the county 
treasurer, together with a r eport showing the 
name and address of the owner and description of 
car upon which such fee was collected. Thereupon 
the county treasurer shall issue to the owner 
number plates and a receipt showing payment of 
fees and penalties. 

Sec. 17 . It is hereby made the duty of the de
partment to prepare and furnish the treasurer of 
each county all blank books, blank forms and all 
s upplies required for the administration of this 
act, inc! uding applications for r egistration and 
transfer of vehicles, triplicate receipts, one of whi<:h 
shall be returned to the department on the day 
the license is issued, one delivered to the owner 
of the motor vehicle, and one retained by the 
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treasurer of the county, and including original re
mittance sheets to be used in r emittin-g fees to the 
department, in such ,form as the department may 
pl·escribe. All receipts for fees paid, certificates of 
registration, notices of tra nsfer, and other blanks 
required for the administration of this act shall 
contain the license number and manufacturers' 
number, factory number, name of owner, and such 
other matters as the department may deem neces
sary for the efficient administration of this act. 

lt shall be the duty of the department to install 
and mwintain a numerical a nd county index using 
for such numerical index the duplicate registration 
receipt a nd <:ompi<lin-g therefrom the county or al
pha betical index, both of which shall contain the 
following information; viz., na m e and address of 
owner, license number, make, factory number, 
model, style, eng~ine number, date of purchase, 
r egistration certificate number, number of cylin
ders, rated load carrying capacity, weight, list price 
or value of car fixed by the executive council, fees 
paid and date of payment. 

The cer tificate of regis tration provided for herein 
sha ll contwin on its face the name of the owner 
oJ' the motor vehicle, his post office address, date of 
issue, fee paid, license number, make of car, style 
of car, model, engine number, factory number and 
signature of owner. The reverse side of the cer
tifi cate of registration shall contain notice of sale 
a nd transfer of the motor vehicle by the owner 
to the purchaser with a descripbion of the car as 
set out in the certificate of registration which shall 
ha ve blank spaces for the signature of both the 
owner a nd purchaser. 

s.ec. 18. Upon the transfer of ownership of any 
registered motor vehicle, the owner shall immedi
~tely give notice to the county treasurer, upon the 
forn~ on the. r everse side of the certificate or regis
tratiOn, statmg the date of such transfer, the name 
a nd post office address, with street number if in a 
city, of the person to whom transferred, the license 
number, a nd such other information as the depart
ment may r equire . The purchaser of the motor 
vehicle shall join in the notice of transfer to the 
co un ty treasurer and shall at the same t.ime make 
application for the transfer of the motor vehicle 
a nd fo r a ne w certificate of registration. Upon 
filing the application for the transfer, the applicant 
sha ll pay a fee of one dolla r ( $1.0 0) for the trans
fer, thereupon the county treasurer, if satisfied 
of the genuineness and r egularity of such transfer, 
sha ll r egister sa id motor vehicle in the name of the 
tra nsferee an d issue a n ew certificate of registra
tion as provided in this act. Until said transferee 
has received said certificate of r egistration and has 
wr.itten his name upon the face thereof, for the 
purpose of this act, delivery and title to said motor 
ve hicle sha ll be deemed not to have been made and 
passed. 'fil e county treasurer shall forthwith notify 
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the department of such transfer and upon receipt 
of such statement, the department shall file such 
statement in his office and note upon the registra
tion book or index, such change of ownership. 

The provisions provided for herein for the trans
fer of motor vehicles shall apply to the sale and 
transfer of all motor vehicles to manufacturers or 
dealers or used car dealers. 

Sec. 19. The registration fees imposed by this 
act upon motor vehicles, other than those of manu
facturers and dealers and used car dealers shall 
be in lieu of all taxes, general or local, to which 
motor vehicles may be subject. 

Sec. 20. It shall be unlawful for any person, 
firm, association or corporation or ~gent, to ·buy 
any second hand or used automobile, or motor 
vehicle without requiring and receiving from the 
vendor thereof, a certificate of registration and 
transfer from the officer whose duty it is to register 
or license motor vehicles in the state in which said 
motor vehicle is registered or licensed, showing 
the factory number, license number, description, 
and ownership of said motor vehicle or to sell or 
offer for sale any second hand or used motor vehicle 
without furnishing to the vendee of said motor 
vehicle a certificate of registration and transfer 
from the officer whose duty it is to register or li
cense motor vehicles in the state in which said 
motor vehicle is registered or licensed, showing the 
factory number, description, license number and 
ownership of said motor vehicle. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, asso
ciation or corporation or agent to deface, or alter 
any serial number, engine number or assembling 
number of a motor vehicle or registration number 
on certificate of registration or to wilfully deface 
any license plate or to have in his or its possession 
a motor vehicle, the serial number or engine nu!ll
ber of which is defaced, altered or tampered w1th 
unless said person, firm, association or corp0ration 
has in his or its possession a certificate 0f regis
tration and transfer from the officer whose duty 
it is to register or license motor vehicles in the 
state in which said motor vehicle is registered, 
showing good and sufficient reason why numbers 
are defaced, changed or tampered with; and also 
showing the or.iginal serial or engine number, and 
also showing the ownership of said motor vehicle. 

Any person, firm, association or corp.orat~on 
found guilty, personally or by ag~nt, of vwlat~ng 
any of the provisions of this sectwn shall be Im
prisoned in the penitentiary not more than five ( 5) 
years or be fined not more than one thousand 
dollars ($1,000) or be imprisoned in the county 
jail not more than one ( 1) year. 

Sec. 20-a. Used car dealers having on hand 
January 1st of any year for sale or trade, used 
motor vehicles upon which license in Iowa for the 
previous year has been paid, as hereinafter pro-
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vided, may operate such motor vehicles as provided 
by section twenty-three of this act. Used car deal
ers licensed under the provision of this act must, 
on or before January 5th of each year, furnish the 
county treasurer with a list of all used motor ve
hicles held by them for sale or trade, and upon 
which the license fee for the current year is not 
p·aid, giving license number, initials of state issuing 
license plates, the year, together with the factory 
number, description and previous ownership at the 
time such motor vehicle was transferred to the used 
car dealer and all motor vehicles owned or con
trolled by licensed manufacturer, dealer or used 
car dealer acquired from other states must list 
same with the county treasurer as herein provided; 
such listing to be made within forty-eight ( 48) 
hours after said motor vehicle comes within the 
border of the state. Blanks or forms for such 
listing shall be prepared by the state department 
and placed in the hands of county treasurers not 
later than December 15th of any year. 

Any person, firm or corporation found guilty, 
personally or by agent, of violating any of the pro
visions of this section, shall be guilty of a mis
demeanor and punished accordingly. 

Sec. 21. Upon the sale of a motor vehicle by a 
manufacturer or dealer, the vendee shall at once 
make application by mail or otherwise, for regis
tration thereof, after which he may operate tue 
same upon the public highway without its indi
vidual number plate thereon for a period of not more 
than fifteen (15) days, provided, that during such 
period the motor vehicle shall have attached thereto, 
in accordance with the provisions hereof, both on the 
front and rear of such vehicle, pasteboard cards 
bearing the words, "License Applied For," and the 
registration number of the dealer from whom the 
car was purchased together with the date of pur
chase plainly stamped or stenciled thereon. The 
letters and figures upon such cards shall not be 
less than one ( 1) inch in height except that the 
letters in the words "License Applied For," shall 
not be less than two ( 2) inches in height, pro
vided, that no manufacturer or dealer shall issue 
or permit the use of such card until an application 
for a license has been made as herein provided, 
by the person t·o whom it is issued. The depart
ment shall, upon the application of any manufac
turer or dealer furnish such cards free of charge 
with the words "License Applied For" printed 
thereon and sufficient blank space to permit the 
printing, stamping or stenciling thereon of the 
dealers' number and the date. Provided further, 
that a motor vehicle that is being brought into 
this state from an·other state either for use or for 
sale herein, or a motor vehicle manufactured or 
assembled within the state, or a motor vehicle 
brought into the state by a manufacturer or dealer 
and sold to another manufacturer or dealer may 



be driven upon the public highway for a period of 
not to exceed ten ( 10) days provided it shall carry, 
both on the front and rear a pasteboard card bear
ing the words "Car in Trans it," and the date of 
purchase. The words, letters and figures upon 
said [{)ard] shall be ·of the same size and general 
character as those required in this section for 
the cards showing that applica tion h as been made 
for a license . Nothing in this section, however, 
shall be construed so as to interfere with the use 
of motor vehicles upon the highways of this state 
that are owned by persons living in another state, 
regulation of which is provided for elsewhere in 
this act. 

Sec. 22. Every motor vehicle required to be 
licensed shall have conspicu·ously displayed the 
number plates furnished, one ·on the front end and 
one ori the rear end of such vehicle, each securely 
fastened, so as to prevent the same fr-om swinging 
and each so placed that the same shall not become 
habitually obscured by dust and mud. The number 
plates of a junked or dismembered vehicle shall 
not thereafter be used, and no number plate shall 
be detached from the vehicle for which it is issued 
and to which it belongs for the purpose of using 
the same upon any other vehicle, and any such 
plates shall not be used upon any vehicle, other 
than that for which it was issued. The certificate 
of registration issued by the county treasurer shall 
also be displayed in a proper holder that will pro
tect the same of a kind approved ·by the executive 
council and placed in plain view in such place on or 
in the vehicle where the same can be easily seen by 
any peace officer or other person desiring to ascer
tain when the license fee was paid, and whether 
the car bears the proper certificate of registration. 
Such certificate container shall be attached to the 
vehicle in the front of · the driver's compartment 
so that same may be seen by anyone passing on 
the right of the vehicle. 

The executive council may at its discretion ap
prove devices for .holding and displaying the cer
tificate of registration, and may r equire such de
vices to receive and hold such certificate so that 
when the certificate is removed from the holder 

. the certificate will be destroyed or mutilated so 
it cannot be used on other vehicles. It shall be 
unlawful to change the license numbers assigned 
by the county treasurer t'O any motor vehicle, un
less for some cause a new number may be assigned 
according to law or to change the colors or make 
any counterfeit of certificate of registration, or to 
use or display on any motor vehicle any other 
than the certificate of registration licensing such 
vehicle or to intentionally use or display any such 
certificate on which the names, numbers, or data 
stated are not true, or do not corroopond to the 
vehicle licensed, such certificate of registration shall 
be of a distinctively different color each year and 
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sha ll have data ther eon tha t shall identify only 
the car on which same is carried. 

Any violation of this Section shall constitute a 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction shall be pun
ishable by a fine of not less than ten dollars 
($10.00) n'Or \more thalli one hundred dollars 
( $100.00), or by imprisonment not exceeding 
thirty ( 30) days. 

Sec. 2 3. Every person, firm , association or cor
poration manufacturing or dealing in motor 
vehicles, including used motor vehicles, may instead 
of registering ea-ch motor vehicle , make an appli
cation f·or a general distinctive number for all the 
motor vehicles owned or controlled by such manu
facturer, dealer or used car dealer. On the pay
m ent of a registration fee of twenty-five dollars 
( $2 5. 0 0), such application. shall be r egistered in 
the office of the department. The department 
shall thereupon assign and issue to such manufac
turer, dealer or used car dealer a general distinc
tive number, and with·out expense to the applicant, 
issue and promptly deliver to su-ch manufacturer, 
dea ler or used car dealer, a certificate of registra
tion and two number plates with a number cor
responding to the num'ber of such certificate. 

Such number plates shall be displayed by each 
motor vehicle of such manufacturer, dealer or 
used ca.r dealer when the same is operated or 
driven on the public highways. Such manufac
turer, dealer or used car dealer may obtain as 
many duplicates of such number plates as may be 
desired upon the payment to the department of 
three dollars ($3.00) for each duplicate set, pro
vided, that if a manufacturer, dealer or used car 
dealer has an established place of business in more 
than one city or town, such manufacturer, dealer 
or used car dealer shall secure a separate and dis
tinct certificate of registration and number plates 
for each such place of business. Nothing in this 
Section shall be construed to apply to a motor 
vehicle operated by ·a manufacturer, dealer or 
used car dealer, for private use or for hire, which 
said motor vehicle shall be individually registered 
as provided in this act, it· being expressly under
stood that motor vehicles owned by a manufac
turer, dealer, or used car dealer, when such motor 
vehicles are equipped with "D" or "U. D." plates, 
as herein provided, · may be operated in the con
duct of the business of such manufacturer, dealer, 
or used car dealer. Provided further that no "D" 
or "U. D." plates shall be used upon motor vehicles 
for any purpose other than the transaction of 
business incident -to the automotive industry of 
such licensed manufacturer, dealer, or used car 
dealer, nor shall said "D" or "U. D." plates be 
used upon so called service cars or service trucks 
of such licensed manufacturer, dealer, or used 
car dealer, nor upon the sales cars of a manufac
turer of (or) wholesale dealer in accessories. 
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Sec. 23-a . In case of the use of "U. D." plates 
by used ca r dealers, such plates shall be displayed 
in the sam e manner as prescribed !herein for 
dealers' plates, except that the "U. D." plate shall 
be of such length and so attached that that portion 
of the number plate of the las t registration, 
sh owing the initia ls of the state where registered, 
and t he year shall be visible, provided , however, 
t ha t t he "U. D." plates sha ll n·ot be uzed upon 
a mo tor vehicle upon which the current year's 
license fee in t h is s tate has been paid. Any viola
tion of this section shall constitute a misdemeanor, 
and , upon convict ion, shall· be punished accordingly. 

Sec. 23-b. Where any m anufacturer, dealer and 
used ca r dealer are one and the same person, firm 
or corporation, and a pply for both "D" and "U. D." 
number plates , there shall be assigned to such 
person , firm or corporation the same number for 
both his " D" and "U. D." number plates. 

Sec. 2 3-c. That any manufacturer, dealer, or 
used car deal er operating a motor vehicle upon 
the public highways of the state which has not 
been r egis te red a ccording to law or has not dis
played ther eon t wo number pla tes issued by the 
a u tomobile depa rtment showing the payment of a 
li cense fee for the current year, or which has not 
displayed ther eon , "car in tr ansit" cards or "license 
applied .for" cards where the same may lawfully 
be driven with such cards atta ched, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor and punish ed a ccordingly. Upon 
a second convict ion such license may be revoked 
by the secretary of sta te , if, after hearing, the 
secretary of s tate determines tha t such manufac
turer, dealer , or used car dealer has wilfully vio
lated the la w with referen ce to the operation of 
m otor vehicles upon the public highway without 
proper number plates or identification cards at
ta ched. 

Sec. 24. The provis ions of the foregoing sec
tions relative to registra tion and display of reg
istr a tion numbers shall not apply to a motor 
vehicle owned by a nonresident of this state, other 
than a fo reign corporation, manufacturer or dealer 
doing business in this state, provided that the 
owrier sha ll have complied with the provisions of 
the law of the foreign country, state, territory or 
f edera l district of his r esidence relative to regis
tration of motor vehicles and the display of reg
istration number thereon and sha ll conspicuously 
display his r egistration numbers as required 
thereby. The provisions of this section shall be 
opera tive as to a motor vehicle owned by a non
resident of t his state to the extent that under the 
laws of the foreign country, state, teritory or fed
era l di strict of his residence like exemptions and 
pr ivileges a re grante d to motor vehicles duly reg
istered un der the laws, and owned •by the residents 
of this state. 

Sec. 25 . (a) Every motor vehicle, W·hile in 
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use on the public highways of this sta te, shall be 
provided with adequate bra kes. (b) Every motor 
vehi cle sha ll be equipped with a suitable bell, horn , 
other s ignalling device producing a n a brupt sound 
sufficiently loud to serve as an adequate warning 
of da nger , but no per sons operating a n y motor 
vehicle sha ll ma k e or ca use to be made a ny u nnec
essary n oise with such bell, horn or s igna llin g 
device, or use the sam e except for a w arn ing of 
da nger . Loud signalling devices sh a ll not be used 
during the period of fr om one hour after sunset t o 
one hour before sunrise, unless a bsolutely neces
sary to avoid accidents. An a deq uate s ignalling 
device shall in all cases be sounded on approaching 
curves , tops of hills, and the inter secting highways 
in t he country wher e the operator's view is ob
scured. (c) All motor veh icles in u se on the 
public highways excepting motorcycles, motor bi
cycles, and such motGr vehicles as a r e properly 
equipped with one light in forwa rd cen ter of su ch 
motor vehicle, shall, durin g the period of from 
one-ha lf hour after sunset to on e-ha lf hour before 
sunrise, display two or more w!.: ite or tinted li gh ts; 
other tha n r ed, on the forward pa rt of said vehicle, 
so placed a s to be seen from the front , and of 
suffi cient illuminating power to be visible at a 
distance of five hundred ( 500) feet in the direction 
in which dis played, and to r eveal a ny persons, 
vehicle or substantial object s eventy-five (75) 
feet ahead of the lamps. Such motor vehicle when 
in use shall also display on t he rear a lamp so 
constructed and placed as to show a r ed light from 
the rea r and throw a white ligh t dir ect ed upon the 
r ear registration m a rker a nd r ender the numerals 
thereon visible for a t least fif ty ( 50) feet in the 
direction from which the vehicl e is proceeding. 
Motorcycles, motor bicycles and mo tor vehi cles 
equipped with one light a s h r.rein prov ided , shall 
disphy on the forward pa rt one white or tinted 
li ght, as aforesaid , a nd a r ed light to the rear , 
so ·constructed and placed as to throw a white light 
directly upon the r egistration m arker as prescribed 
in the case of any other motor vehicle, provide d 
that the operator of any motor vehi cle may pro
ceed in a cautious and ca reful m anner, in the 
event of a failure of one or more of his lights to 
opemte, toward his destination , but h e shall t a ke 
the first r easonable opportunity t o put his li gh ts 
in order, otherwise be deemed guil ty of viola t ion 
of this provision. The provision as to the r ear 
light shall also apply to veh icles which a re trailed 
or towed ·by motor vehicles. It shall be unlawful 
to u se on a ve.hicle of a ny kin d oper ated on the 
public highways of this state, including mot or
cycles , an y lighting device of over four. ( 4) candle 
power, equipp ed with a r efl ector , un less t he sam e 
shall be so desi gned, or a rranged that the directly 
r efl ected and undiff used bea m of such light when 
measured seventy-five ( 7 5) feet or more ahead 
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of the light shall not rise more than forty-two ( 42) 
inches from the level surface on which the vehicle 
stands under all conditions of load. If, in addition 
to headlights, any such vehicle is equipped with 
any auxiliary ligh.t, projecting lights, or devices 
other than the rear lamp, such auxiliary light or 
lights shall be sUibject to all the restrictions of 
this secti·on, regarding direction of the beam. If 
a spotlight is used on a motor vehicle it shall be 
unlawful for any person to direct its rays toward 
the eyes of the driver or occupants of an approach
ing vehicle, or to the left of the center of the 
traveled way when meeting another vehicle. No 
person shall operate a motor vehicle on any high
way of this state equipped with an eleGtric bulb 
or other lighting device of a greater capacity than 
thirty-two (32) candle power, · no matter how the 
same may be shaded, covered or obscured. Any 
person who shall turn all or any of his motor 
vehicle's lights off for the purpose of avoiding 
arrest or identification, shall be deemed guilty 
of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, subject 
to a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) or im
prisonment for a period not to exceed thirty (30) 
days, or both fine and imprisonment. (d) It shall 
be unlawful for any operator ·of any motor car, 
taxicab, automobile, motor truck or motorcycle, 
while on the public highway, to use any cut-out 
fitting or other apparatus or device which will 
allow the exhaust gases from the engine of the 
motor vehicle to escape into the atmosphere with
out first passing through a silencer, expansion 
chamber or other contrivance suitable and suffi
cient for reducing as far as may be reasonably 
practicable, the noise which would otherwise be 
caused by the escape ·of said gases, provided fur
ther, that it shall be unlawful for any person to 
drive or permit to be driven on the streets of any 
city or town, any motor vehicle at any time with 
the muffler cUJt out or not in operation. Any vio
lation of this section shall constitute a misde
meanor, and upon conviction, shall be punished by 
a fine of not less than five dollars ( $5.00) n·or more 
than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the first and 
second offenses, provided further that for the third 
conviction the department shall revoke the license 
and certificate of registration of the person so 
convicted and no new license or certificate shall be 
granted to the person for a period of one ( 1) year. 

It shall be the duty of the state highway com· 
mission to examine all headlight lenses submitted 
to it by manufacturers and dealers, and any such 
lenses so submitted which, when in operation with 
an electric bulb or other lighting device of a capac
ity not in excess of that provided by this act, 
casts a light which complies with the provisions of 
this act, shall be placed upon the approved list of 
the state department. The fee for each su·ch exam
ination shall be twenty-five dollars ( $2 5. 0 0), and 
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the state highway commission is hereby authorized 
to collect and remit .to the state treasurer said fee 
and credit to the amount of the Primary Road 
Fund. It shall also be t.he duty of the state depart
ment to furnish county treasurers with a list of 
such lenses as are upon the approved list of the 
depart!Dent, and such lenses used on any motor 
vehicle operated in this state equipped with a 
lighting device of a candle power not exceeding 
t-he provisions of this act, together with the lenses 
so approved by the department, shall be conclu
sively presumed to be lawful. 

It shall be the duty of the mayor of cities and 
towns, the police, sheriff, and all peace officers to 
enforce provisions of this act. 

Sec. 26. Upon approaching any person walk
ing in the traveled portion of any public highway 
or a horse or any animal being led, ridden or 
driven thereon, or a crossing or intersection of 
public highways, or a bridge, or a sharp turn, or 
a curve, or a steep descent, and also in passing 
such person or such horse or other animal, and in 
traversing such crossing, bridge, turn, curve or 
descent, the person operating a motor vehicle or 
motorcycle shall have the same under control and 
shall reduce the speed to a reasonable and proper 
r8ite. 

Except where safety zones are provided, and 
the highway is of sufficient width to admit of safe 
passage, the d·river or operator of every vehicle 
shall bring the same to a full stop not less than 
five ( 5) feet from the rear of any street car 
headed in the same direction whi.ch has stopped 
for the purpose of taking on and discharging pas
sengers, and remain standing until such car has 
taken on or d1ischarged its passengers. Any person 
violating any requirement of this section shall ibe 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and subject upon 
conviction to a fine of not less than five dollars 
($5 .00) nor more than one hundred dollars 
($100.00) for the first offense, and double said 
penalties for any subsequent offense. The provision 
of this section shall apply to the operato·r who 
causes his motor vehicle to be operated in violation 
of this section. 

(a) The operator of a motor vehicle shall turn 
to the right when meeting another vehicle, and in 
cities and towns shall at all times travel on the 
right hand side of the center of the street. 

(b) The operator of a motor vehicle, when 
overtaking and passing another vehicle, shall pass 
to the left when the surface of the ground will 
permit and shall not drive to the right until clear 
of such vehicle. 

(c) The operator of a motor vehicle shall, 
before stopping, turning or changing the course of 
such vehicle, first see that 'there is sufficient space 
to make such movement in safety an·d shall give 
a v-isible or audi~le signal to the crossing officer, 



if there be such, or to the drivers of vehicles fol
lowing, of his intention to make such movement, 
by raising and extending the hand and indicating 
with it the direction in which he wishes to turn. 

(d) The operator of a motor vehicle, in turn
ing to the ri~; ht from one street or highway into 
a nother, shall turn the corner as near the right 
hand as practicable, and, in turning to t.he left 
from one street or highway into another, shall 
pass to the rig ht of and beyond the center before 
turning. 

(e) The operator of a motor vehicle, in cross
ing f-rom one side of the street, or highway, to 
the other side thereof, shall turn to the left, so 
as to head in the direction in which vehicles are 
moving. 

(f) In cities and towns it shall be unlawful 
to s top a mo tor vehicle on the street unless the 
right side thereof is next to and parallel with the 
curb, and as near theret0 as the condition of the 
s t r eet will peri;Ilit; provided, however, that cities 
and towns shall have the power to designate by 
ordinance sui table areas within which automobiles 
m ay be parked or left standing (without being 
parallel to the curb), and to prescribe rules gov
erning the use of such areas for such purpose; 
provided, that this rule shall not apply in cases 
of emergency, when the stop is made to avoid acci
dent or to allow pedestrians or vehicles to cross 
in front of such motor vehicle, or when made in 
obedience to the signal of a police officer. 

(g) In cities and towns it shall be unlawful 
for the operator of any motor vehicle to overtake 
and pass another ve-hicle at street intersections in 
the business districts. 

(h) It shall be unlawful for the operator of a 
motor vehicle to permit the motor of same to oper
ate in such a manner as to visibly emit an unduly 
great amount of steam, smoke or products of com
bustion from exhaust pipes or openings. 

(i) Where two vehicles are approaching on any 
public street or highway so that their paths will 
intersect and there is danger of collision, the 
vehicle approaching the other from the right shall 
have the right of way. 

( j) In cities or town-s, it shall be unlawful 
for the operator of any motor vehicle to leave any 
such vehicle sta nding upon any street in the 
business dis trict th.ereof within fifteen ( 15) feet 
of the corner or within fifteen ( 15) feet of any 
hydrant. 

(k) In cities or towns no motor vehicle shall 
be le ft standing in front of or within fifteen ( 15) 
feet of e it her side of th e entrance of any theatre, 
auditorium or other l;milding where large assem
bla ges of people are being held, except in taking 
on or discha rg ing passengers or freight, and then 
only for such length of time as is necessary for 
such purpose. 

(l) At theaters and public gatherings in cities 
and towns, or under unusual circumstances, motor 
vehicles shall stand or move as directed by the 
police. 

(m) It shall be unlawful for the operator of 
any· motor vehicle or person in charge thereof to 
leave unattended upon any street or highway a 
motor vehicle with the engine running. 

(n) The driver of any vehicle driven o·r pro
pelled upon the public highways shall, when over
taken by a faster moving vehicle proceeding in the 
same direction, upon a signal, either by the sound
ing of a bell, horn or other signalling device, given 
by the driver of the overtaking vehicle, cause his 
vehicle to be driven to the right of the center of the 
traveled way if he can do so with safety and remain 
to the right of the center of such traveled way 
until the overtaking vehicle shall have safely 
passed. Any driver of a vehicle that is overtaken 
by a faster moying vehicle who fails to heed the 
signal of the overtaking vehicle when it is given 
under such circumstances that he could, by the 
exercise of ordinary care and observation and pre
caution, hear such signal and who fails to yield 
that part of the traveled way as herein provided, 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon con
viction shall be punished by a fine of not to exceed 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) or by imprisonment 
not exceeding ten ( 10) days and if upon the trial 
of the case the person charged with the violation 
of this provision shall claim that he did not hear 
tohe signal of the overtaking vehicle, the burden of 
proof shall rest upon him to show that he did not 
hea•r such signal provided that it shall first be 
proven that the overtaking vehicle gave a signal 
by the use of a bell, horn or other signalling device. 

( o) It shall be unlawful for the operator of any 
motor vehicle to leave it standing, while showing 
a red light, parallel to, and within twenty-five (25) 
feet of the tracks of any railroad in cities and 
towns. 

Sec. 27. Every person operating a motor vehicle 
on the public highway of this state shall drive the 
same in a careful and prudent manner, and at 
a rate of speed that will not endanger the property 
of another, or the life or limb of any person, and 
shall in no event drive the same at a greater rate 
than as follows: 

(a) Thirt¥ (30) miles per hour if the weight 
of the vehicle and load is less than three ( 3) tons 
and the vehicle is equipped with pneumatic tires, 
and twenty-five ( 25) miles per hour if such vehicle 
is equipped with solid rubber tires. 

(b) Twenty-five (25) miles per hour if the 
weight of the vehicle and load is more than three 
( 3) tons and less than six ( 6) tons and the vehicle 
is equipped with pneumatic tires, and twenty (20) 
miles pe·r hour if such vehicle is equipped with 
solid rubber tires. 
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(c) Sixteen (16) miles per hour if the weighc 
of the vehicle and load is more than six ( 6) tons 
and the vehicle is equipped with pneumatic tires, 
and twelve (12) miles per hour if such vehicle 
is equipped with solid tires. 

(d) Ten (1 0) miles per hour if the veqicle 
or any trailer is equipped with two (2) or more 
metal tires. 

Provided that the local authorities of any city 
or town may establish a suburban district in which 
the maximum speed of any vehicle shall not exceed 
twenty ( 2 0) miles per hour, and a business district 
in which the maximum speed of any vehicle shall 
not exceed fifteen ( 15) miles per hour, provided 
that such city or town shall have placed conspicu
ously on every main highway where the rate of 
speed ·changes, signs of sufficient size to be easily 
readable by a person using the highway, bearing 
the words: "City of .............. ," "Town of 
............. " "Slow down to .......... miles" 
(the rate being inserted), and also an arrow point
ing in the direction where the speed is to be re
duced or changed, and also on further condition 
that such ordinance, rule or regulation shaH fix the 
punishment for violation thereof, not to exceed 
twenty-five dollars, or (5) five days in jail, which 
punishment shall, during the existence of such ordi
nance, rule or regulation, supersede those otherwise 
specified in this act. 

'1\he total maximum load on any one wheel of 
any motor vehicle including the weight of the 
vehicle and the load it carries, shall be fouT tons 
provided the total maximum weight of the vehicl~ 
and load shall not in any event exceed fourteen 
tons. The total load on any wheel of any motor 
vehicle shall be limited to eight hundred (800) 
pounds per inch width of tire measured between 
flanges of the rims, and the enforcement of this 
provision is hereby made the duty of the state 
highway commission. Any violation of this pro
vision is hereby made a misdemeanor and shall 
be punished acco!'dingly. 

The maximum width of any motor vehicle and 
its load shall be limited to eight feet, excepting 
loads of loose hay, straw 1!-nd similar farm products. 

No motor vehicle shall operate over any highway 
improved with gravel or paved surface, which ha~ 
projections of metal or wood beyond the tread of 
traffic surface of the tire, excepting vehicle 
equipped with caterpillar tread; p"rovided that 
tractors, traction engines or similar motor vehicles 
may be operated which have "V" shaped or diag
onal cleats arranged in such a manner that two 
or more cleats are continuously in contact with the 
road surface and that the weight per inch of such 
cleats in continuous contact with the road surface 
measured in the direction of the movement of the 
vehicle does not exceed eight hundred pounds per 
inch width of tire. 
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Sec. 28. Limitations as to the rate of speed 
herein fixed shall be exclusive of all other limi
tations fixed by law of this state or any political 
sub-division thereof. Local authorities shall have 
no power to enact, enforce or maintain any ordi
nance, rule or regulation in any way in conflict 
with, contrary to or inconsistent with the pro
visions of this act, or of any section or other sub
division thereof, and no such ordinance, rule or 
regulation of said local authorities heretofore, or 
hereafter enacted shall have any force or effect, 
excepting, however, that ( 1) such powers as are 
now or may hereafter be vested in local authori
ties to enact ordinances and regulations, applica.ble 
equally and generally to all vehicles and other 
uses of the highways, and providing for traffic or 
crossing officers or semaphores, to bring about 
the orderly passage of vehicles and other users of 
the public highways on certain portions thereof, 
where the traffic is heavy and continuous, as well 
as ( 2) the powers now or hereafter vested in local 
author~ties to license and to regulate the operation 
of vehicles offered to the public for hire, and to 
regulate the use of the highways for processions 
or assemblies, shall remain in full force and effect 
and all ordinances, rules and regulations which 
may have been or which may be hereafter enacted 
in pursuance of such powers, shall remain in full 
force and effect; and provided further, that local 
authorities may by general rule, ordinance or regu
lation, exclude vehicles from any aemetery or 
ground used for the burial of the dead, or exclude 
vehicles used solely or principally for commercial 
purposes, from any park or part of a park system 
where such general rule, ordinance or regulation 
is applicable equally and generally to all other 
vehicles used for the same purpose; provided, that 
at the entrance, or at each entrance if there be 
more than one, to such cemetery or park from 
which vehicles are so excluded, there shall have 
been posted a sign plainly legible from the middle 
of the public highway on which such cemetery or 
park opens, plainly indicating such exclusion and 
prohibition; and provided further, that the local 
authorities of any city, town, or city and county 
may impose additional restrictions to those herein 
contained applicable to vehicles exclusively used 
in the carrying of merchandise or articles of 
freight and of a capacity in excess of one ton in 

.weight and may designate certain streets whereon 
heavy laden vehicles may be excluded or declared 
to be "one way" streets, may further, restrict or 
prohi,bit, the use of trailers. Provided, further, 
that whe.re local authorities of other states shall, 
by adoptiOn of rules and regulations or otherwise 
prohibit motor vehicles from operating upon high~ 
ways in any subdivision of such other state which 
motor vehicles are duly licensed under laws of this 
state, then in such cases the local authorities of 

-29-



this s tate may, by ordinance or otherwise, require 
the motor vehicl es of the sub-divisions o! such 
other s ta te while o pera ting by t·heir own power 
in this s tate to be licensed under the la:ws of this 
s tate. 

Sec. 2 9. The viola tion of any of the provisions 
herein shall constitute a misdemeanor punishable 
by a fine of not to exceed one hundred dollars, ex
cept as other wise provided in this act. 

Sec. 30. Whoever while in an intoxicated con
dit ion oper a tes a motor vehicle shall upon convic
tion be sen tenced to the penitentiary for a period 
not exceeding one ( 1) year, or be punished by a 
fine of not more than one thousand dollars 
( $1000) or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
Any pers on operating a motor vehicle, who , know
ing that injury has been caused to a person, due 
to the culpability of said operator, or to accident, 
leaves the place of said injury or accident without 
stopping a nd giving his name, post office address, 
including street number and r egistration number 
of said motor vehicle, to the injured party, and 
at once, a fter aiding the injured party, re porting 
such in jury or accident to and leaving the same 
infor mation at the office of some peace officer as 
near as pract icable to the place of injury or ac
ciden t , or to the county attorney or sheriff of the 
county in which said injury or accident took place, 
and give such aid to the injured person as the cir
cumstances may r equire, shall be guilty of a felony 
punishable by fin e of not more than five hundred 
doll a rs ($500.00) or by . imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding two ( 2) years, or by both such fine 
and imprisonment; and if any person be convicted 
the second time of either of the foregoing o·ffenses, 
he sha ll be guilty of a felony punishable by lmpris
onmen t for a t erm of not less than one ( 1) year and 
not more th an five ( 5) years, or by a fine not ex
ceeding one thousand dollars ($1 ,000 .00). A con
viction of a v iola tion of this section shall be re
por ted for thwith by the trial court or the clerk 
thereof, to the department, who shall, upon recom
m endat ion of the trial court, suspend the certificate 
of r egis tra ti on of the motor vehicle operated by the 
per son viola ting this section , or if he be an owner, 
the cer ti fi cate of r egistra tion of his motor. vehicle; 
and if no a ppeal ther efrom is taken, or if an ap
peal duly t a ken be dismissed or the judgment af
firm ed , and upon not ice ther eof by said clerk, the 
department sha ll r evoke the certif icate of r egistra
tion of said mo tor vehicle, a nd sha ll order the cer
tificate of r egis tra tion delivered to the department, 
and shall no t r e-issue said certificate of registra
tion or a ny other certifica t e of registration to such 
person unless t he department, in its discretion, 
a fter an investigation, ot upon rehearing, decides 
to r e-issue or issue a certificat e. 

Sec. 31. Any person who operates any motor 
vehicle while a certificate of registration of a motor 

--so-

vehicle issued to him is suspended or revoke d, shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Sec. 32 . Any person making a false statem ent 
in the verified application for r egis tration shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Sec. 3 3. Upon conviction of any person for the 
violation of any of the provis ions of this a ct the 
trial court or clerk thereof shall immediately' cer
tify the facts of the case, includin g the na m·e and 
address of the offender , the judg ment of the court 
and the sentence imposed, to the department, who 
sha ll enter the sam e in a book or index kept for 
that purpose, and in case of a ny other person in a 
book or index of offenders, to be k ept for such pur
pose. If any conviction sha ll be r ever sed upon ap
peal therefrom, the per son whose conviction has 
been reversed may serve on the department a cer
tified copy of the order of rever sal, whereupon, 
the de·partment sha ll enter the same in the proper 
book or index in connection with the r ecor d of such 
conviction. 

Sec. 34. A conviction of the violation of any 
of t he provisions of this ac t shall not be a bar to 
a prosecution for an assa ult or for a homicide com
mitt ed by any person in operating mot or vehicles. 

Sec. 3 5. Ninety-four ( 9 4) per cent of all moneys 
collected pursuant to the provis ions of this act, 
except as otherwise provided by law, and section 
3 9 hereof sha ll be credited to the primary roa d 
fund by the treasurer of sta te and shall be appor
tioned among the severa l count ies in the same ra tio 
that the area of each county bears to the to tal 
area of the s tate, said apportionment to be made 
by the s ta te high way commission. Two and one
half ( 2 % ) per cent of all moneys collec ted pur
suant to the provisions of thi s a ct, shall be set 
aside and shall constitute maintenance fund for 
the sta t e highway commission, and three and one
half ( 3 % ) per cent of all said mon ey collected 
pursuant to the provisions of this act, s'hall con
stitute a fund for the paym ent of salaries as pro
vided by law for the motor vehicle department, the 
expenses for plates, certificate containe rs, blanks, 
etc., and maintenance of the a u tomobile depart
ment. The maintenance fund for said s tate high
way commission shall be drawn out only on war
rants drawn by the audi tor of state on itemized 
vouchers approved by the state h ighway commis
sion, the expenditures of which commiss ion shall 
be audited by the state board of a udit , and a full 
and complete r eport of all said expenditures sha ll 
be published in the annua l report unde r the act 
creating the state high wa y commission. 

Biennially, at the close of t he calenda r yea r , any 
unexpended balances rem a ining in the funds pro
vided for the maintenance of the sta te highway 
department and the motor vehicle depar tment 
which have a ccrued from the motor license fees 
paid in for that period, shall be apportioned among 
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the several counties in the same manner as the 
ninety-fou r per cent of said funds is apportioned. 

This act shall not in any manner affect the ex
isting law regarding the apportionment of the 
primary road fund to the various counties nor shall 
it affect the manner of paying bills nor the amount 
that may be pa id from the primary road fund for 
work in each county. . 

Sec. 36. It is hereby m ade the duty of each and 
every person, firm, association , corporation, co
partnership operating a public garage in this state 
to keep for public inspection a record of the license 
number a nd engine or factory serial number of all 
motor vehicles taken in or held in charge by said 
garage for the purpose of selling, rental , livery, 
storage or repair. Said record shall be filled out 
and signed personally by the owner or driver of 
the motor vehicle taking such vehicle to the garage 
and if s igned by other than the owner , then the 
owner's name must be signed first follow ed by the 
na m e of the driver, and shall contain the name and 
address of the owner of the motor vehi cle, the 
na m e and address of the person delivering or tak
ing the motor vehicle to the garage, and the license 
number and the engine number thereof and records 
shall be verifi ed by the operator of the garage. 
The alteration or obliteration of said engine num
ber shall be prima facie evidence of larceny of said 
motor vehicle, and the proprietor, agents, servants 
or employes, immedia tely upon the discovery of 
such obliteration or alteration , shall notify the 
sheriff and police officers of the proper county, 
and shall hold the said motor vehicl e for a period 
of twenty~four ( 2 4) hours or until investigation 
shall have been made by the sheriff · or police of
ficers. Provided , however , such r ecord need not 
be made when a motor vehicle is taken in or he'ld 
in charge a second time, when the owner or driver 
is personally known to the proprietor of such 
garage, his agent or e mploye. 

Any person, firm, association, corporation or co
partnership found .guilty, personally or by agent, 
of violating any of the provisions of this section 
shall be fined in a sum not to exceed one hundred 
dollars ($100.00). 

Sec. 3 7. The department shall issue this act 
in pamphlet form, together with such rules, in
structions and exp lanatory matter as may seem 
advisable, copies of such pamphlet shall be given 
as wide distri,bution a s the department shall de
termine and a 'supply shall be furnished each coun
ty treasurer. 

The department shall have full authority to 
make such rules and issue such ins tructions as may 
be ne cessary to insure and obtain uniformity in 
the administration and full enforcement of the 
provisions of this act. All local officials charged 
with the administration and enforcement of this 
act shall act and be governed in their official acts 
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herein r eq uired by the rules promulgated by the 
department. 

The department is authorized and directed to 
amploy such assistants and clerks as may be re
quired by the department in the administration of 
this act, provided the salaries and number of any 
such assistants a nd cler ks shall be authorized by 
the execu t ive council. · 

Sec. 38. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent 
with this act or contrary thereto are h ereby re
pealed . . ' 1; ~ 

Sec. 39. The department may use in addition 
to the portion of the motor vehicle fund set apart 
as a ma intena nce fund, such further part of the 
motor vehicle fund as m ay be necessary to carry 
out the provisions of this act. The provisions of 
this section shall go into effect July 4, 1919. 

Sec. 4 0. This act shall take effect December 
first, nineteen hundred nineteen, except that ap
plication for registration may be had and number 
plates and li censes issued at any time within thirty 
( 3 0) days prior to said date, to be effective here
after . Provided further , that those parts of this 
act relating to the filing price lists and weights 
of motor vehicles and capacity of trucks and trail
ers by t~ e manufacturers of motor vehicles, fixing 
a valuatiOn upon the different kinds, makes and 
mod els of motor vehicles by the executive coun
cil as a basis for fixing a license fee , the preparation 
of blanks, books, indexes, the le tting of contracts 
for number plates, containers, chauffeurs' badges, 
providing for necessary clerks, the transfe rring of 
the department to the Secretary of State, and all 
preparations for putting into effect this act not 
inconsistent with the existing law shall become 
effective July 1, 1919. 

MEANING OF TERM CHAUFFEUR 
SENATE FILE NO. 543 

An ac t r elating to the employment and licensing 
of cha uffeurs of motor trucks used in mercan
tile and agricultural enterprises. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Iowa: 
Section 1. The word or term "chauffeur" as 

defined by the laws of this state shall not apply 
to employes engaged in operating motor trucks for 
persons, firms or corporations engaged in agricul
tural enterprises. 

Sec. 2. This ac t shall r epeal that part of any act 
in conflict herewith. 

DESCRIPTION OF LIGHTING DEVICES 
Senate File No. 531 

An act prescribing the kind of lights with which 
motor vehicles sold or offered for sale must be 
equipped and providing penalties for the viola
tion thereof. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Iowa: 
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Section 1: No person shall offer or expose for 
sale, sell , trans fer, deliver or have in his posses
sion with intent to sell, any motor vehicle which 
is not equipped with head and rear lights as pre
scribed by law. 

Sec. 2. Any person violating the preceding sec
tion sha ll be punished by a fine of not less than 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) nor more than one 
hundred dollars ($100 .00). 

Sec. 3. If any person who has been convicted of 
violating Section One ( 1) of this act shall again 
be convict ed of a violation of said section, he shall 
be punished by a fine of not less than fifty dol
lars ($50.00) nor more than two hundred dollars 
( $200.00), but such former conviction shall be 
referred to in the indictment or information, stat
ing the court, date, and place that the judgment 
was rendered. 

Sec. 4. If any person who has been convicted 
of a second offense as specified in the preceding 
section shall again be convicted of violating Sec
tion One ( 1) of this act, he shall be punished by 
a fin e of not less than one hundred dollars 
($100 .00) nor more than three hundred dollars 
( $300.00), but such former convictions shall be 
r eferred to in the indictment or information, stat
ing the courts, dates and places that the judg
ments were rendered. 

Sec. 5. On the trial of any of the offenses named 
in the two ( 2) preceding sections, a duly authen
ticated copy of the record of the former judgment 
in any court wherein said conviction was had shall 
be prima facie evidence of such former conviction 
and may be used in evidence. 

(Note)-See Section (2 5) twenty-five, Chapter 
(275) two hundred seventy-five, acts of the (38) 
Thirty-eighth General Assembly. 

COUNTY TREASURER'S SEAL 
Senate File No. 494 

An act to amend Section Four Hundred Eighty-two 
( 4 8 2) of the Code (Compiled Code, Section 
316 5), relating to the duties of the County 
Treasurer providing a seal, and requiring an im
pression of the seal on each motor vehicle reg
istration certificate. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Iowa: .. 
Section 1. That Section Four Hundred Eighty

two (482) of the Code (Compiled Code, Section 
316 5), is hereby amended by adding at the end of 
said section the following: The County Treasurer 
sha ll be provided with an impression seal on the 
face of which shall appear the name of the county, 
the word, "County," either in full or abbreviated; 
the word "Treasurer," either in full or abbreviated; 
and the word, "Iowa," and the impression of said 
seal shall be placed upon each motor vehicle regis
tration certificate signed by the County Treasurer. 
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STOLEN, EMBEZZLED OR ABANDONED 
MOTOR VEIDCLES 

Senate File 701 
An act to amend section Fifty-five Hundred Seven

ty-three (5573) of the code of 1897 (C. C. Sec
tion 8054) relating to the disposition of stolen, 
embezzled or abandoned motor vehicles not 
claimed by the owner thereof. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State 
of Iowa: 
Section 1. That the law as it appears in section 

fifty-five hundred seventy-three (5573) of the code 
of 1897 (C. C. section 8054) be and the same is 
h.ereby amended by adding at the end of said sec
twn the fo.llowing: "Provided, that, whenever any 
motor vehicle is stolen, embezzled or abandoned 
and is not claimed by the owner 'before the date 
on which the person charged with the stealing or 
em~ezzling of same is convicted, or if the motor 
vehicle b~ l;lbandoned and is not claimed by the 
owner Withm three ( 3) days, the off icer having 
same in his · custody must, on such date by regis
tered mail, notify the secretary of s tate that he 
has such a motor vehicle in hi.s possession, giving 
a full and complete description of same including 
all marks of identification, factory and serial num
bers. The secretary of state shall, if the owner 
appears of record in his office, notify such owner 
of the fact that such motor vehicle is in the custody 
of such officer, and if not of record in his office 
said secretary of state shall mail such descriptio~ 
to the county treasurer of each county, and to the 
state eureau of investigation. U, within forty ( 40) 
days thereafter, the owner of such motor vehicle 
aFpears and properly identifies same the officer 
having said motor vehicle in his custody shall de
liver same to such owner upon payment 'by him of 
the costs incurred incident to the apprehension 
of said motor vehicle and the locatioN of such own
er. If the owner does not appear within that time, 
the officer having possession of same shall ad
vertise said motor vehicle for sale in a newspaper 
published within the county at least once each week 
for two consecutive weeks. Said motor vehicle 
shall be sold at public auction to the hi ghest cash 
bidder therefor and said sale must be held within 
one week f0llowing the date of the last publication 
of the notice as provided herein. After deducting 
the costs incident thereto, such officer sha ll pa y 
all remaining money to the county treasurer for 
the use and the benefit of the general fund. 

If, within six ( 6) months from the date of sale, 
the owner of any motor vehicle sold under the 
provisions hereof, makes a showing satisfactory to 
the board of supervisors that he is the owner of 
such motor vehicle, the board may direct the coun
ty auditor to draw a warrant payable to such 
owner for the amount such vehicle was sold for 
less costs and direct the treasurer to pay same out 
of the general fund. 
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