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REPORT 

01,' Frci:: o r R F:r:nr•:T .\ l{Y OF' ST.-\'l'JI\ 

DcR l\foi nes, lown. 

T o H-i.~ E:r('('l/cn cy, B. F. Carrnll. Gotf'r no,· of lr,u:a : 

Srn- - In ('Otnpliance wi t h tlw 1wo,· isions nf s(' c•t io n 122 of t hr. 
S11 pplemen t to the code, I hav~ t.hr- hon o1· t.n ~uhm i t t he foll owing 
1·cport of tl1 c t rn nsnct ions of t he Land ])(•pa l'tn1en t d uring the 
biem1inl pc r io<l e11 ding .T11nc :30, 1912. 

Dm·ing this period the rnit ed S tat e~1. t hr ough its prop ~1· officers, 
p;1 tcntcd to the state forty (40) H<' l'l' S of' swa mp land loe . ..i 1etl in 
Poeahm1b1s c-onnty, which w»s in t:nrn pntc nt ecl by th e sta te t o that 
<· on nty. 'I.'h(' state r1~ccived no other lan cl <lnl'i ng the pa :-;t t wo 
years from the fcdc rr1l govcn1111c11t. 

'l'he following table sho,rs t he n mnli('r of ac·rcs of tlle varions 
c·l11ss-es of lnnds patented by the i-;trite durjn g- the bi ('nuial p eriod: 

Sixteen th sec:tio~ grant . 
Five hu nd red thousand acre grant. 
Mort.gage school land 
Pn ive r ·i lty land 

Swamp land " in 11 lace" . 
~Weander ed la kes an d lake beds 
Un t!er acts qu iet ing t i tle. 

Total 

Acr es 

3 62.50 
4G0.42 

9=>.00" 
40.00 
40.00 
:)5.49 

311.00·;· 

l ,~64 .4 1 

Th <' f ollowing table shows th e n umhf•1· of a c: 1·cs w 11i e h r emained 
1mpatcntcd nnd u11 sold at the r-los<• n[ th e> hi c•rrn ial p urio<l : 

* And sev eral lots in Johnsonsport, All:rnrnkee co unty; mi~t ½ of two lots 
In H .. T. R ow land'r.; su lHlivision of- nw n e sw sec. 2-99-23 . in WinnEliago 
coun ty; and. 1111 undivided 1-3 of 35 acres in sec, l -G.:::.-:j in L e e county. 

-;-A nd lot 6, block 96, of Iowa City. 
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Character or Land 

'J'ota l __ ___ ___ -- -- - - -- -- --------• ---- ----·-- -- --· ---· --- ----- 26 ,0[)1 _8,JO 

There hnvc liecu numerous l'equ csts madq during· the hicnninl 
p cl'iocl fo 1· certifi cates on t he rrrilroa d 1ands originnl1y granted 
u nclcr tl1e ne t. of Cong ress 1 appro\'ccl ?iJay li3, 1856, to the Dubu que 
and Pacific R,;_ri1road Company nnd to the I owa Cen t ral A ir Line 
Railron d Company~ in nceo rdn ucc wi th the 1novisio11s of section 
82 of the coclr. J.8n7 . in ord er to clear up !he ti tles to lands which 
had l1ccn dccdccl hy t hose companic:-:. T his scctjon provides for 
issuance of certi fi cates to t hose l'aill·oacl compan ies, or to i n
dividuals el:iimiug title through them, which compl ied with the 
ter·ms of their respective grants. Neither of these two companies 
comJ)lied with the terms of their r espective grants, though the 
Dnhuquc and J'acific ]l.ailroad Company partially did so an d 
ea1'ned some lands. all of which were, accordin g to the records of 
thi s department, certified to th e company, 

l3y the terms of th e act of Congress, as construed by the Un ited 
Stutes supreme conrt , these companies were each entitled to s2lcct 
and own one hundred t wenty sect.ious of land outright, before 
entering upon the construction of t hei t· lines of road. It is as to 
these 120 sections that this department is u nable to issue cer
t ifi cates. Iu the first place there appears to be no provision in 
the law for issuing such cert ificates; secondly, this department has 
no accurate list of t he lands selected and claimed by either of these 
t\VO companies, u pon which certificates conld be issued if there 
were a proper provision of the lavl'°. · 

\Ve haYc 1·cccivcd, wi thont expense to the state, from the I owa 
R ailroad Land Company of Cedar Rapids, a list of the lands 
deeded by the Iowa Central Air L inc Railroad Company, taken 
from the books of that company some years ago, whieli is un-

LAXD DEP,\RT)IEXT 

For certificates a nd ceri.ifieri copies . ... . . . ... $ 976.15 
~rom sale of meandered lakes a nd lake beds . 2.,77.u::;o 
11 r om sale of school land u nde 1· pm vi sions o f 

chnJ) tcr 22:J, acts 34th G. A. 
80.00 

Tota l 
... $3 ,830.65 

All of wlii,·h have hccn pnid into the state tr:"!n::;i n_y as 
by faw. 

Very respectfully, 

1.'•l:(J llit•c<] 

Sec,·etary of State. 



SCHOOL LANDS 

The we'.tlool land s oi the :state of rowa con s ist of the sixteenth section 
in every congressional township, or lands in Heu t hereof, granted to the 
state by act of congress , a!1p1·ovecl Mar c h 3, 184:'.i; the la nds acquired by 
the state under the act of congress, approved S e ntember 4 , 1841, known as 
the "500,000 Acre Gran t." a nd the ]and s ca lle d t he " Mort gage Scbool 
Lands," t he la t te r bei ng the lands t h e state has a cqui red under foreclosure 
of mor tgages given to -secure loam; of t h e school fund in the severa l coun· 
ties. 

T he p roeeeds of th t:o sales of lauds acqu ired unde1· the "Stxteenth Sec
tion Gra nt," and the ~·aoo,ooo Acre Grant," t oge ther with five Jler cent. on 
tbe sales of t he t>ubHc lands within the s tate , granted by act of congress , 
and the proceeds of t he sale of intes tate estates which escheat to the 
state, constitute t11e permanent schoo? fund of the "State o f Towa, the in
terest of which 1s used for the support of the common s c hools . 

In the report of t his depart ment fo r the bi e n nial p e riod ending .Tune 
30, 1901, was conta ined a summary of the acts o f congr ess and of the gen
eral assembly re la ti ve to the school lands. As there are no more copies 
of that report for distribution it bas bee n thought best to republish a 
summary in this report, with such additions as rnny be thought of inte rest 
to the p ublic. 

SIX'l'EEN'l'II SECTION GRANT. 

The s ixteenth .sect ion in every congressional township in the st ate, or 
othe r land in li e u thereof where said section or a part thereof had been 
other wise disposed of, was granted to t h e state by the act of congress 
a1mrov.:!d March 3, 1845. 'l'he state cam e into possess ion of these Jands 
upon her admiss ion into the Union, December 28, 1846. 

The first general assembly, by the act approved February 25, 1847, pro
vided for the sa le of tbe sixteenth sect!on lands and p laced them under 
the contrn l of tbe school fund commissione rs of the seve ral count ies in 
connection \Vi th the township tru i;tees . T h e off1ce of school-fund commis
sioner wa-;, aboli~hed by an act o·f the seventh gcnel'al asse mbly, apl)roved 
March 23, l.S58, and these lands were th en JJlaced unde r the control of 
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. l ·n con nection w ith the town ship tr ustees. T h e e ighth 
th e coun ty Jm ge. 1 

' . '=' l SGO ave the con tro l and 
general asse.mbly, by :i. n ac_t appro,;~~t~~~r~\: :~upcrv,is~ rs of the respective 
management of t hese lands i.o til e 1 . 11 l>v the clerk of t ll e district 
countie8, an d the townsh ip trustees, to ->e so ( • - . h t f the twelfth 

·t 1'hc office of f'O unty a ud ito r was cr eated ln t e a c o . 
co,~~1'.a1 assembly, a1wroved April 7, 18 68, and that officer was au_thon zed 
~~ perform alt the dutles in respec t to th e school lands the re.tofore per
foi•m ed bv the cle rk of the district court. No changes of any unportatc~ 
bave ·be,;,~ made since this act relatiYe to the control and managemen o 

the school lands. 1 Ah t 
1 014 331_05 acres of land were acquired by the sla te under tie 

siXtee:utll ~ection grant, of which there are stil1 unva.tented abou l 12,· 

043.7:lG acres . 

FIVE HUNDRED THOUSAND ACRE UH,AC'<T. 

Congress, by the act approved September 4, 1841, grante~ e~ch new sta te 
that s hould be adm ltted into the Union, u pon su ch a dm1ss10n, so much 
]ands for in ternal improvements as would m ake 500,000 acres, including 
such quantit y as had be~n granted to such state before its admission while 
under territorial government ; the la nd to b~ selected and located as the 

legislatures of the respective states should direct. . 
T he state of Iowa was admitted into the union with a provis~ m her 

constitution diverting these lands from the purposes of internal improve• 
meats to th e suppor t of the common schoo1s. Congress, by the act of a~• 
mission , app roved December 28, 1846, expressly gave consent to such d1· 

version. 
The fl rsl general assembly of the state of Iowa, by the act app_roved 

February 25, 1847, (chapter 111 ), attempted to provide for the sele:t10n of 
these lands as follows : "Any person capable of contracting, having set~ 
tlecl upon public lands, the quality whereof and th e improvements thereon 

•. 11 ·r t he opinion of the fu nd commissioner of the county, r en~er the 
:e\ e~tli~n a. safe and pro.fl.table one, may in w riting sign if.y to said fu~d 
commissioner of t he county wher ein the lancl is situated, his or he r desire 
;

0 
ha.Ye the same r ecognized as school lnnd, and thereupon the sa~ e, not 

exceeding three hundred aud twent}' acn~s. shall be returned by said fund· 
commissioner, wi th t h e date of the ir se lection, to the s uperint endent of 
pub lic instruction, to be by h im r egister ed as lands selected by the state 

under t he grant from ccingress referred to." 
T his act did not meet t he requirements of selection of the tot~l 

amount allotted, and the second general assembly by act approved J anua1 Y 

15, 1349 (chapter 123), appoint ed John :M:. Whitaker of Van Buren -coun?~ 
Willlani H. Morrison of Dubuque county and R obert Brown of Jeffers 
count y "to select the r emainder of the five- hundred thousand acres of 
land granted to the state of Iowa, upon the 3:dmission or said state lnto 

LAND D EPARTME~T 

the un ion, under the 8th sectio n of the act o f congress o( September 4, 
1841" ; further proYidin 1; t hat said ,v 11itaker was to select. lands in the 
Fa ir field land district. Morri son in the Duhuque d is trict a nd B ro wn in the 
Iowa City di s t ri ct. 

Thi-,; <H~t a lso proyitled that t he lands approved to t lle stat e under lbis 
grant should be sold by t he scl10ol f und commissione i·s tulller the s uper• 
, ,ision of thp s1.111rri ntemlen t of publi.c ins truction. T he act ap proved 
J au ua1T 25, J S55, withdrew U1 e ]a nds from tl1e su1>e rvis io11 o( th e supe r
intendent of public instruction , and authori zed s cbool-funcl comm issioners 
to sel l t.litm. T he act of JWa rch 23, 1858 . abolish ed the (l ffi ce of ':'::chool• 
f un d commissioner , a nd empower ed the county judge, iu connection w i th 
the townsh ip t r11stees , to control n.nd sell the si xteenth section lands, but 
made no mention of the 500,000 acre lands. Thi s ,vas r emedied by t be 
next gc11eral nssembly by th e act. a pproved April 3, 1S60, which gave con• 
t r ol of both the sixtu,m th section and the 500 ,00-0 acre grant lands to the 
boards of: s upervi-so rs, and provi<Jed for thej r sa1e b y the clerk of the 
di s trict court. The act of A11ril 7, 1868, turning over the clerk's du ties 
to the county nudi tor, applied t o tbe 500,000 acre lands , as well as the 
s ixteenth section Ian.els as noted above. Sections 2840 to 2843 of the Code 
of Iowa, 18!17, no w govern the sa1e a n d contro l of the school fand s. 

Th er e were selected. i n a ll , ~35,473.54 acres under this grant , or 35,· 
473.54 acres in exces·s of tlle a.mount specifi ed in the grant. Th e state was 
finally permitted to retain this excess by a llowing the general government 
t o r etain, with the consent o( th e state and the Des Moines Valley Railroad 
Company (the beneficiary of the Des !\foincs Rive r grant) , an equal quan• 
tity of the Des Moir. es ri"ver indemnity lan cl s due the state, under t he act 
of congress approved July 12, 1862, the state paying the railroad company 
$1.25 per ac re for said lands. 

'l'he 35.473.54 acres in excess of the grant included t h e 12,813.51 acres of 
land lyin g in H amilton and ·webster counties known as the "Des Moines 
ri ve r school la11ds." The selections o f lands in the said counties were ap-
J}roved by the commissioner of the general land office F ebruary 20, 1851. 
Afte rwards, when the gcvernment authorities decided tllat the Des Moines 
rh•cr grant extended above the Raccoon fork, these la nds were set ap::i.rt 
and approved to t he state under said gran t on December ~O. 18G 3. P re• 
, ,ious to this action, however, the s tate, throu gh t he scbool-Cuncl comm is• 
stoner of Webster county, bad d isposed of over 3,000 acres of t hese· lands. 

'I'he action of the secretary of t he 1nter io1· in approvin g the lands as 
a par t of the Des '.\foines ri ver grant was d isapproved by a subse(Juent. 
secretary of tho interior under d ate of F ebruary 28, 1865, and on May 28, 
1866, the lands were affirmed by t h e said secretary as inuring to t he 
state under the ·original aJ) proval as a part of t he 500,000 acre grant dated 
F ebr uary 20, 1851. Since that time t h-e lands have been treated as a IJart 
of said grant. 

Governor Lowe, acti ng in accordan ce w ith the a pproval of the lands 
under the Des ·Moines river grant, bearing date of D"ecembcr 30, l.853, 
daeded t he 12,813.51 acres to the Des Moines Navigation & Railroad Com
pany. For the r elief of the purchasers of these lands from the school
fund commissioner of Webst.er county, t he e ighth general assembly passed 
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an act, a pproved Apdl 2, 1860, pro vi di n g that upon a ppli cation. therefor, 
and t h e proper s h owin g , any purchaser of said lands sho u ld b e entitled 
to draw from the treasury the amoun t of money pa id, princ ipal and inter· 
est, on th e contract for t he purchase of the lands from the school•fu nd 
comm issioner, wHh interest at th e rate of ten per centum per annum from 
tlw time It was paid . Practically all of the c laims aga im:t the state on. 
account. of the sales of t h ese la nds have been paid . 

The state , th rough its proper offl ce l's, tried to obtain possession of these 
lands afte r the rc•apprnval of May 28, 1866, but the Des Moines Nav igation 
& Railroad Company refused to yi e ld possession to t he state. Since then 
tho title of the railroad company to said lands undor the d eed iss ued by 
Governor Lowe, May 3, 1858, h as been. sustained by the cou rts. 

or the 535 ,473.54 acres of l an d acqui red by t he state und er the 500,000 
acte grant, there wer e sun un patented at the c lose of. the bienni a l period 
ending Ju1ie 30, 1912, 6 ,!H,9.26 acres. 

THE MORTOA.GE SCHOOL LANDS. 

The 111ortgage school lands are the lands acquired by the state under 
the for eclo,rnre of mortgages given to secure loans of the school fund in 
the several cou1ttles o f the state. T h ey were constituted a n ew c lass of 
school lands by an act of the n inth general assembly, a pproved April 8, 
1862, and. wore to be disposed of in tbe same manner as other school lands. 
It i s irn1'losslble to give an estimate or the quantity of lands obtained by 
the stato under the fo reclosure of mortgages, as the state land office has 
neve1· been furni s h ed w ith complete r eports of the lands so acquired . 

According to the reports of the county auditors, there are at t his time 
no unsold school lands of either the sixteenth section or 500,000 acre 
gr1tnts; t h e number of acres still unpatented is shown in the tab les imme
diately following. 

LAND DEPARTMENT 11 

SIXTEE;'\TH SECTION OR .A NT. 

TAllLE NO. l. 

Givio:g t h e t'ota_ I nurn h c:r of Hen' s fn c.•nch _ <'ount:r UCQtlirNl h y thf• :::hH-t~ und et t h e g r nnt: 
tbe t otn l num ber· (H UC'ri's:_ p a tent.~d: th e nutnher o f t1<1 r t'S. r1:tt(lU f:cd during- uw bicn n.fnl 
period (l-nding .l une ~o . HH:! . ond l h r nnmbP·r o f n t r\~S rcmnin[ng unp:i t.f'n tNL 

Cou n ties 

A rla ir _ . .. . _ ........ . .. .. .. - · .. ·---· - . •. . .. _' 
Adn1ns _______ _______ ---~ - __ -- --~--- _ -·- ----- .., ___ _ : 
A lln m,1ker, ... __ ·- --- . •........ •.... . . .. .•• .. 
Apnn n ooRt~ ___________ .. . ____ ___ ___ .. __________ _ 

A11diJhon. _ -- __ ---- - - - - --- - ---- -- --- - - __ -- - -- __ Ilent<jn _ -·- _______ __ _____ __ ___ ____ _____ ___ ___ -

Hlnek Il nwk · -··-···· · ······-·-·····-···-·· 1-toon<~ __ __ __ ______ ___ ___ ___ _________ __ __ ___ _ 
f~-('n·1er ___ _________ _____ __ ___ ___ ____ ______ __ _ 
J1u<'h a n n n ____ _____ __ ____ ____ ________ ______ _ 

lhH'D fi Vista ------ ---- - --- - •-- -- - - -- ··-- - -- --
Ilut]er ·····-·-····· ·• · · ········--···--· -···· 
Ci, lhotrn . ·- ·- · -·· -· . . • . .•.....• . •.. ...•.•.• 
Carroll . .....•.... · - .. •. . . - - .......... - · . . . 'Jt-, ~s _____ ___ __________ _______ ______ ______ __ _ 
o,•rl or ______ . _____ ___ _ - - _________ __ -- --- - -- __ -
Cerro Gordo ________ __ _____ ..._ _____ _____ __ _ _ 

Cherok ee ... ··-· ... . .. - · ........ ....... . .. . 
0.h ielrnsa w _ . • · ·· ·-· . . ... - -· ·······---·- ·- . 
(' Ja1•l•A • • •••...•.• • • ·- •• ••• - ....•... · - •••••• 
<1lay .. · ·- · ·-·-·· ••..•• - · . •••..•... .. . • • ••• · 
f'lovfon • • .......• ···-·•·· .• _ .....•... • • • . ••• 
Clinton . . . .. · ···-- .. ·- ..... . -·- ·"" .. .. .. . . . nruwford _______ _____________ _______ ______ _ 

DaJJRg _ .. .. • ·-- .. . ....• •. __ ...... ...... •. ..• 
Dnvis -·· ·· · ··--··-·· ·· ····-· ··· --· .. . .. . 
Deca tu r ... - ---- · .....•...... ··--·· ....•. . .. nc·lo.'" ' a r e ___ ___ _______ .., _____ ______ _________ _ 
D•es .1\foincs __ ______ ___ ______ -- - - ------ ____ _ 
D.ickins:on ·- ___ _____ ______ ___ _ -·-- - ---- -· - ____ _ 
Dn bllGWJ • ·-·-·· ·- . • • • •••• •.• • •. -· .... .... .. 
Fmmet . .. ·-······ . .•. •........ ...... . . . •. . • · 
F ayette · ·-·· ········· - ·· · - ·· ·-····· ··--··· 
Flo)•l'l ····-····-·· ··· ....•. -··-········ · · · · 
Franklin • •• .•...... - · . ••.•• · " .•....••.•.. •. 
Fremont .. . ....... - · - ....... . ···"---- •.•..• Gref\ne __________ _______ _____ ___________ ___ _ _ 

Grundy ___ ·-· ·--··-··- · ··· ···-······ -·-·· · · (1u t htit! ___ ___________ _______ __ __ .:; _____ __ ___ _ 

rr,u nllton ........ .. . - · .•.. ..... --· .. . . . .. c. 
H orn.,oek . -· ....... · · - •• •. ...... . . -· .•.• . • . . 
H onl!n • .•• .... . ·- . •.••..••• __ __ .•.. ..••• •.•.. 
Honison - ·· . . •...•... ....•.. . . ..... -- · - .. "· 
Hem·y ... . . . .• · · ··· · ·· ·- -· ·· ·-·-··· ·-- ··· -Jlo,rorrl ___ ___ -- -- -·--- __ ____ ____ ________ _____ _ 
Humb oldt • . ......... .. - - -- - -··· . . .. ·-•- ·· . .. 
ld11 · - · • • •• -· · -- · -- -- - - •••. - · •.•. - · ... • •• · ·- · 
T Oll' fl - - - - ----- - --- - - -- -- - --- ---- --- - -- - - -- -
,7s ckSOil -- - ----- - -- -- -- - - - - - ---- --- ---- - - - --
.Ta sner ___ -·- __ ____ -- -- -- -- -- .. . · --- __ -- --- - --- -
Jeffrreon _ .. -- .. · · · ·-· . • . . . . .... ...... .. ·-. 
.T o.l1nson _ --- -- -- --· -- - ·- -·- -- - -- -- ---~-- -- -- -- -- -
,T OJlCU .., _ ___ __ _ ____ ·----·--- - ------·------------

Keokuk -····-·-·-· · ---·- --··"-· --- ·-···-· 
Kossuth - · -···· ----- ·-·· · ··-·· . -·· •··- · 
, ~c .-•····· --- - ···-···---· - ·-··-· --·-·•--· · 
I'nn . . . . . ·- --··-······· - - ·· -·--·· · .. •· •-·-. 

JO, 240.00 
7 ,fllil .0() 

11,818. 71) 
10.?40.0() 

7 .(&1.00 
12.Wi8.03 
10,0E:1 .47 
10 . <)3!i .80 

7 ,680.00 
l0 , 240.0() 
W .!M0.8() 
10 ,24-0.00 
10. ,,40. 00 
Hl. 2,t(J. ()I) 
lO.N0.0() 
J0 . 2·!0.0() 
J0.160.38 
J(l ,2,J0.00 
7~f.80,00 
7 ,680.00 

10.230 . !12 
14,215.1 7 
13,081 .f>O 
12 ,800.00 
10 ,240.00 
10.029.4.6 
JO ,240.00 
J0,"08_1?$ 

8 , 229 . :!7 
6,79l .8fi 

11,324.00 I 
7 .[)52.80 

12,800 ,()0 
7,080 .00 

10,240.00 
J0.240.00 
10.240.00 
8,060.00 

10 ,240.00 
10,222.00 
](1,240.00 
10,240.00 
12.4H4.(l4 

7 .(180. 00 
l(},''•W.00 
7+620.6fi 
7 ,r.so.oo 

J0 .181.38 
ll ,f;29A7 
12,S!KJ.OO 

7./IB0.00 
10,812.lll 
10,211 ,30 
1(),24{).(l() 

17 i12fl.00 
0,862.M 

12,787. 13 

l~~:~ l~~~ ~ ~~ ~~~j::: ::ii~~: 
~·~2~~.00 -- ----- ; -- ;. -- -/------:;:--;-

1 ,.. ,u,,1.DO -~2 .,iO : f ,;.lJ 
!l , 967.?4:i 10 .00 l Jt 11 .1:~5 

,~)~:~ :~~:~ ===~=~-J ~~:~ 
10.~00.00 , 40 .00 
10.0.10.PO ·· · ·•··· ···-· !•· ··• 
10,080.00 • ·· · · ·· · · · · Jnfl.00 
10.?.4n.oo __ ____ ______ .. \ -·-- -- --- - · __ 
10,2-10 .(l{) i . 
rn. <Wo.oo ... .. ....... , mo.on 
10 ,()JO.OO • . . .•. .•• • • • ,• ~O{l.00 
10,169 .8S 
JO. ''411.00 

7 ,ilt0.00 ······· · · ··· i . 40 .00 
7 ,(li,0 .flfl •. •• ••••• .•. !··· ·•· ·· ·•• 

10 ,150 . f ~~ ___ ____ ___ __ \ 80.00 
13.832.60 ..•.••••. ••. . 382.Gl 
12.11-ft.57 ___ ___ __ M __ __ , <rn4-.9H 

12,800.00 ··• •• ·• • • •••· ··· ·•· • _ 
10.rno .o~ ..... .. . .... , rio.oo 

ll. A09 .4(J · ·-•• · ······ J 12(),00 
JO , J?0.00 ,J0 .00 ·1· 120.00 
JO, 208.98 
7,134 . 28 ······-··-··i J,[J(]5,f)0 o, 7V1.8!i , 

11.244.00 l······· ····· S0.00 
7,462. 89 1-··•· ·· · · · -- 90 ,(1() 

l~.800.00 ! • ••• .•• ••• "" . ......... , . 
'1,520 .00 '· · ·'"·· ·· · • · WO.Oil 

1(),1180 .00 •··•· · ······ l(I0.00 
fl,/lf,8.41/ ········-·- · 881. 52 

t;: ~ ==-·=·····-· 80 0() 
i0,000 .00 •· •· · ••·• • • · 240 .00 
10,142.00 . · ··· · ·- · · · · Pn.oo 
10,160 .00 ... • . .•. ••.. so.m 
JO,lf0 .00 .•. •.••.• • •. 80.(\0 
1l,7fi2.37 1- .:.~- - -- --~..... 742.27 

7 .M;0,00 1· · -······· · · 220.00 
1
~:;:~ ~~ :·· ···iiio:1JO· .... '.~~::~. 
7.080 . 00 -·•· ··-·· .•. · ····· · ·· ·•· 
fl.901.28 . · . • •• • .•.•. '>80.M 

]} , •.106. 85 • •• • ·•• • • • • · 123.12 
12 ,800.00 . . • ..••.•.• . · · · -·····•- -
7,f8/) ,00 ···-···· ··- · · · ···-···-• -

J(),822.16 ······ · ·-· ·· 20.00 
9, 501.30 ·· -·-·-·- -· - 650 .00 

10,.080.00 · ••· ·· ······ 100.()0 
l7,7G0. 00 ····--··· ·· · 100.00 

H,7C2.'15 •• • •••• •••.. 100.00 
i 2 ,020 .1Jo ··- · · · · ·· ·-· no.3a 
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Lou!~· 
lAWi 
L yo t 
Mad 
M ah 
Mar 
~for, 
M ills 
Mite 
l'llon 
Mon 
l\ 
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Count ies 

TABLE NO. I-Continued. 

7,448.60 
7,C80.fJ() 

11,HL&l 
10,240.00 
1().207 .07 
10,240.00 
J 0,.2-JO ,-O{) 
8,000.00 

10,240.0() 
13,051.00 

7 ,C,80.00 
7,G.fli).00 
8,222.73 

10,2AO.OO 
7,680.00 

10,240.00 
10,l7H.53 
15 ,GHL25 

9,891.7'5 
10,Ui3.83 
17 ,(b8.1G 
10 , 240.00 
10,240.00 
10,240.00 
8,033.64 

10 ,2-40. 00 
H,116.07 
10,240.00 
12,800.00 
10,240.00 

7,680.00 
8,891.12 
7 ,5S'1.03 

10,240.00 
10,240.00 
10,240.00 
12,676.00 
7,680.00 

12,800.00 
15,680.00 

7,680.00 
9,1197.54 

1,018,823.77 

LAND DEPARTMENT 13 

SIXTEENTH SECTION GRANT-LANDS PATENTED. 

TABLE NO. 2. 

Glviag a description of the Slxteeuth Section Grant patented dnting the bknniol r,eriod 
ending June 30, 1912, with the names of patentees and eountlcs in which the llrnds 1,ro 
situated. 

Parts of Section Name of Patentee Date of Patent 

Benton Coun ty-
NW. frl. l: of N,V. ¼---------• 16 85 9 1, 1910 

Black Hawk County-
Lot .P ____________ ·· - -------- 16 89 13 10.00 J. c . 23 , 1911 

Decatur Cou nty-
NW. l,: of SE.~--------"----- 16 68 27 40.00 27, mu 

Humboldt County-
SW. l: of ---------------· __ 113 91 30 160.00 23, 1911 

:Monona County-
SW. :k of NW. ¼------------- 16 83 43 40.00 J. F. 26, 1912 

Muscatine Oonnty-
Lot 1 (E. ?, NE. ¼) __ _____ 16 7'1 4 80.00 Robt. 2, 1911 
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FIVE HD7':Dl{.ED THOUSAND ACRE C:RANT. 

TABLE NO. :L 

CHv!HU t! Jfi totu l nurnlwr of acn''.'"; in f' fH"!l co unty aequh'N1 hy thr s.tatP urHler the grant; 

t!w t o t al nu1t1hl~r of fH'rf'~ PHU'ntNE: UH' mnnhf•r of nc•rf~R fi-Bt.PT!!:{'d <iurfng OH: hh•n-n!al 
Pi'l' iod f•nd!f.ig .Jun e :1.n. H!12., :tnd tiw nnrnhei' of f:H~r r ,..; r(•maining 1mpatented. 

Ail H!r 
Adam;;, __ 
All n nialrh• 

Counties, 

A.ppa 11oo~e _______ -~ _ 
BPnlon __ _ 
Bln,;k Hnn·k 
HtHHll' 
Hr<' !i!f';l' 
Hi:l<'h:1nnri _ 
Hlllli•t 
C1•iiar 
( !hii•k:tsnw 
Clurb• 
f'fo ~•ton 
Clint-on 
J)ul las 
Dnvi~ 
HN!ltl.i.it' 
1)(•tun·urt.! 
Hnl1un 111! 
P nvutte 
1•'h>l'd _ 
tiJliil'lli lton 
Jlnnil n 
Hntris()n 
Tt)W-tl 
.1n,_1:kso11 
,lofip t< i' 
Afln t•N 
Kt:o k tik 

Lands. 

LAND D EPARTMENT 15 

FIVE IHJNDRED THOUSAND A CRF'. CHANT. 
LANDS PATENT E I) . 

TAB L E NO. •!. 

Giving a description of the f){H),000 nere sehool lands p n tr•u t ed during the bif!1H1iul period 
en d ing .l une BO, nn'I., ,vith t he nanws of patt~ntee~ uni\ cottntil'S- in \\: h h·h t\H' lundi,; n r-e 

i;:.ituated. 

Parts of section 

Allamakee County- I I 
Lot 4------------------------•-\ 10 

Brerner County-
W. /; or SW.¼--------------- 20 

Clarke County-
N E .\ of NW,¼.-------------- 17 

Clayton Coun ty-
W. fr!. ~ of NW. frl, ¼---- 2 

i 
c::: f 

~! 
"'""" i 

' 

91 

71 

01 

Decatur County-
W .~ of SW.¼---------------
\V. ~ of SE. t ---------------

13 ! 07 
f> 70 

I 
3 \ 

1.311 

27 

I 

Madison County~ 
E.~ of sw.1, __________________ 22 74 w 

32.62 

80.00 

40.00 

C,.80 

rn.oo 
80.00 

80.00 

Name of Patentee I Date of Patent 

I ------

s arnh .J. Ross _______ Oct. 

.John A. Duneirn ______ Dec. 
\""\T!Ui ti ll! Cndt -------- Dec. 

C, S. \Vilson nn d B . 
F. Mmrny _________ Marc h 

lfi, l 9ll 

JG, 1912 

6, 1011 

\) ' lflJ(► 
H. 1Bl0 

30, Jf,Jl 
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J\lOHJTOAOE SCHOOL LANDS. 

'I'1\DLE NO. 5. 

Olvln« n descdption of the lands bld iii by the state upon foreclosure of loans made 
from the school f und , whlcb have been pat<•nt:ed d uring t h e h ien n ial period ending 
Jmie 20,. rn12, with the names o f pafon tecs and dateg of patents . 

-----

Parts or Sec1lon 
., 
"" Cl Name ol Patentee Date of Patent'. 

Allamakeo Co1J nt.y -
Lot llG of ,JohnRo nsport, 

situated on Governrnen t 
Lot !~ , lo Hcction _____ ___ ~-- 15 oo 

Un,uvft1ed o,h'-hnlf of Lots 
HO, 38, 40, 42, ,14, 40, 48 , 
rm, 5<tt __ !i 61 ns , no ond 02 
of J.,o hnso nsno rtt- gitttO.t(~(l 
on OOVl!l'fJllHmt J..;()t 1 ; hl 
,wctron --- -" -- --·--- --- · --- -- 15 oc 

"' CG 

3 ________ George Doordman ___ July 

l'!,nnllton Coun t.v-
W .b NW.½ und Nw.,, SW.?,. 17 87 26 120.00 IL .E. Da!Jy _________ __ fo!y 

l.eo Co1mty2 
An unrllvldr<'I M1e-thil·d lntcr -

1; Ht In . foHowJnrr <Jescrmcd 
Jn.nd, to .,v ft: Com mencing 
nt thf! Be <'.or·ne1~ of g,i..,!c of 
fHW _1, tJi. <m,_. r1 of. r. fi 
west , th . w on s li ne Of 
8(1.¼ Htic . t o HW cor . or. sd. 
Ql'., t h.non w ll'tie of s,1. 
qr. H ch. •i2 !ks ., i.h. o 
p11rnllct to s line of sd, qr. 
80 chB . uO !kB. , th . s 1() 
t)hs. 02 Ike.. th .• pnrallcl 
to 8 lln,, Of sd. Qr. Euflt fl 
e1ra ; no lk s ., th. s r,o !ks . 
t() be,,,------ - - A · - • - ' ,Tohn Fowler ___ ____ _ June 

J:,uctis OOt:itlty-
8.!l ot SE.:i or NE .¼--- " -- · 10 72 22 30.00 E. B. Oumrniags ____ March 
S.1/ of SW.} of NW .:\, w.~ 

ofS.~ of N. & ot SW .1;; of 
NW.¼ o:t RCo, _____ ~--- --· --" 11 78 22 2r. .oo F n. cmnmings ___ . l\fnrch 

And N\V.?1 SW,¼ or sec .. _____ n 73 22 40.00 E . n . Onmrnln ga __ __ Mrircb 

'iVliiUllllngo Conoty-
B .. ~ .. of 'Lot$. 27 lU~d 28 -~'t) rr . 

. r. Ilowlnn{l 's Suh•dlvtslon 
ot NW .¼ NR.:i; SW.¼ or 
S(~_c. _ ?.~tHf~2a ;; _ nt:ld n t tnct of 
lillld, hng, ut nu. cor. o t 
rnld lot 28, th. R 2 rds. , 
s. 0 :r<ls .. w. 2 r ,J~., N, ll 
nls • . 10 tirg., all ln town Ot Lnko ll1illa_ . .. ___ ____ ___ i-___ ----- •·-- --·"--·- W. · 8. Wadsworth __ __ Jan. 

?:7, 1910 

27, 1010 

29, 1911 

21, 1912 

29, 1912 

29, 1912 
29~ 19.12 

21, mu 

LAND DEPARTll-fEN1' 17 

UNSOfJD SCTIOOL LANDS. 

Th e two parcels of land r eported as unsold in the Ja·i':t biennial report, 
In Hancock and Monona. counties, are r eported by the county auditors as 
sold. from which it appears that there i s now no unsold school htnd, of 
the 16th section and 500,000 acre grants. 

TABLE NO. ll. 

The following Jots, taken under foreclosmc of mortgages prior to .Jnnnar,• l , 187,i, for 
the use of tlw s r.lrnol fund, were reported as unsold a t the close of the biennial pcl'iod 
ending June 30, 191 2 . 

County Nnmber o! Lot 

Allfltnakee __ "_ Undivided ?. of Lot 6 ___________ ____ ___ ___ __ __ __ ___ _ _ 
Alln makec ____ 5 . 6, 7 and 8 __ __ ___ __ __ ________ __ __ _____ . ____ __ ____ __ _ _ 
Allamakee ___ _ Undivided ~ of Lot. a ______ ___ _______________ __ ____ __ ___ _ 
All a makee__ __ Ond iv!dcd ~ or Lot 2----- -------- -- ---- ------ c·------ - -
Al!,nn,1kee __ __ Undiv ided ~ of Lot 3. ------ ------- - --------- - ----------AHarn akee ____ Undivided ~ of Lot 6 __ ___ ____ _____ ___ _________ _____ c __ _ 
Alfamakee. ___ U n div ided !l of Lot 7 __ __ ___ __ __ _______________ __ __ ____ _ 
AU11mnkef! ____ Undivided ,I of Lot 3 and 13 _________ __ ___ ________ ___ _ 
Allamakee ___ " Undivided !i of Lot 4 and 10 _______ ___ __ _ "·-- - --- -- -- --

Allamnkce ____ T U/0 cdl!1~;~~-~ ; o0 ~ t~f i :~g it================ ========== All,imakec____ _ , . 
Allttmakee ___ _ Undivided 'i of Lot 1--------------------- ------- -Cc---• Allamakee. ___ Undivided ii of Lot 3 ___ _______________________________ _ 
Allamakee ____ Undh7ided ~ of Lot 4------------ - - - --- - -- --------------
Allamukee. ___ Undivided !, o f Lot 1--- - -- -------- - ------ ------ - 7 -----

Allamakec_._ __ l - - - -- - --- ------ - ------------------·--- - --------------
Allamakee ____ 118, 119, 120, 12L - --- ----·--- -------------------------

2 

7 
10 
22 
~-1 
2() 
27 
28 
37 
38 
:JO 
40 
1l 
<12 
43 
30 
!!3 

Town 

CA poli 
Oapotl 
Oa.poli 
Qa.poli 
Co.poli 
Oftpo\l 
CapoH 
Oapoll 
Car,oJi 
CapoJI 
C11poli 
Cap oH 
Oapoll 
Ca])oll 
Oopoli 
Cupoli 
.Johnsonspm-t 
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THE UNIVERSITY LANDS 

Th e University lands consist of lands granted to tbe state by acts of 
congresH, approved .July 20, 1840, and March 3, 1845, known as the "Uni
vers ity Gra nt": also lands acquired by the state~ u nder the "Salin e Land 
Grant," under the act of congress. approved March :i, 1845; also lands 
obtained by donation and the foreclosure of mo1·tgages given to secure 
loans of the university fun ds. 

UNIVERSITY GRANT. 

The act of congress, approved July 20, 1840, authorized the secretary 
of the treasury to set apart and teserve, within the terri tory of Iowa, a 
quantity ot land not to exceed two ent ire towm,hips for the support ot'. a 
univefslty when the territory should become a state. The act of congress, 
approved March 3, 1845, again granted these lands to the state of Iowa 
to be a[)J)rof)riate<l for such university in such manner as the legislature of 
the state might pl'eseribe, and fixed the quantity at seventy-two sections 
of land. Undel' the grant seventy sections of land, containing 45,928.84 
aermi, were certified to the state. 

Tbese lands we1·e, by 1aw, ih-st placed under the control and manage
mont or tho board ot trustees of the university ; later unde r the control 
ol'. the board of regents ,vhen that board was created, and are now m1d er 
the control of the State Boa1·d of Education . 

'l'Hlt SALINE LAND GRANT. 

By an act approved March 3, 18'15, congress granted to the state of 
Iowa, under certain restrictions. the use of the salt springs therein, not 
to excee(l t-velve i.n number, •with six sections of land contiguous to each. 
l'iy all net approved May 27, 1852, congre-ss granted these salt springs and 
lauds to the state h1 fee. simple, to be disposed or as the legislature should 

I 

I 
tl 

I 
I 

LAND DEPARTMENT 19 

direct. These lands, embracing seventy-two sections, containing 46,202.53 
acres, were certified to U~e state December 19, 1856. 

The act of the first general assembly of the state o f Iowa, approved 
February 24, 1847, authorized the governor to apµoint an agent to solect 
the salt springs and the six sections of land contiguous to each. The 
legislature, by an a1ct approved J<~ebruary 5, 1851, provided that these lands 
shou ld be sold and the proceeds were to constit ute a fund for the founding 
and support ing of a l unatic as)•lum. There appears to hi:we been no sales 
under th is ac t. Several additiona l acts were J)assed by succeeding legis
latures . provid ing for the sale and di·;;posltiou of the saliue la nds, but It 
appears that no sales were made under any or these acts . A.n act of the 
e ighth gene r a l assembly, approved April 2, 1860. a ppropriated the saline 
lands and funds to the state university of Iowa. The tenth general as
sembly passed nn act, approved March 25, 1864, authorizing the trustees 
of the stat<i u n ivei-s!ty to sell the saline lands. and placing the proceods 
from the sales thereof under the con trol of said trustees. 

The thirteenth general assembly passed an aet, approved Ap ri l 11, 
1870, placing the sa,J ine lands under the control of the board of regents 
of t h e state u ni versity_ and the thirty-third genei-aJ assembly , by act ap
proved March 29, 1909, abo lished the board of regents and created the 
state lioard of education which took ove1' all the duties and powers form
erly held by the regents. 

During the biennial period ending June 30, 1912, the following tract of 
University land was patented by the state: 

Cl 
«> 0 C, Parts or Section bl) ... 

"' Cl C,I 

"' 0 " rn E-< ,::;; 

• (Hardin county) . I " , , I 
NE.¼ of SW -¼ ---- · --··--- -- : o , oS / 19 

-
"' (I) Patentee Date of Paten t ... 
'-' < 

40.00 I John Peterre ·-··--- -"IJune 
I 

20, 1912 
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UNIVERSIT Y LAND GR.ANT. 

TABLE NO-. 7 . 

Glviug tho totnl nctual_ number ol acres in cncll coun ty app ro ved to tile state under the 
gi-nnt; tota l nurnbcr of acres 1rntcn tcd by t he state; the nu mbe r of acres rcm a ming 
unpr, teuted, 1w<1 number o f acres rcma inJng unsold at the close of t he biennial period 
eurtl ug June ao, l !:.112 . 

Ap1rnn ornm ___________ _____ ___ __ -----·-
J}oOno _____ ___________ . -- -·---~ ✓--- ,. · -- -

D11Jl n~ - ·-- ·-- •·•·- _ __ ___ _____ ··· -----
Dovls ·-· - -"--·-- __ - --· · · _ .• _____ _ 
Decntur --· - ------·- ---- -· ---·-· _ ...•. 
liu.rdin ·--·-· " ··--·---·-·-- " __ ···-
J o,\•u. - --- - -------- - --- ---- -- - - -- - -- ---
J 11sper -- - · ··-·· -·------ · -- - · -·-- ....•. 
;Ji,ff(!1"fl0ll - • ••••• . ••••• • ••• -- -· · · -··--· · 
J,OCf.lk - --- --·- -- -~ - -- - ✓ ---- - - - · --------
Polk · - -·-·---· ···-·-·- - • . . ... 
Hcot.t · · - ------ ··-···-··- ··· -·-· ·-
Ptory __ _ • • ----·- ·-- -··- __ --·--
Union , '- ---·- --· ···----··-- - . _ _ •• 
w U.Ji•mo •<-••···--·---·------·---·---· " 
Wutrnn ............... · ··-····-"•-·- -· -

'1'0ta1 · --···· ·- - -• -. •·-- ··-·-·-

0-10 .00 
2,613 .48 

572 ,07 
1. 2!17 .Bi! 
2 . W0.00 

10, 325, 72 
640.65 

4 ,611 . 35 
1,28() . 00 
4 , 640.44 
6,10,l. 13 

645.16 
5 ,221. 4(> 

(138 .20 
1,920.(){) 
8 ,218.00 

45 ,928.00 

040.00 
2,613.48 

572 . 07 
1 ,2b7. S6 
2 ,;60 .00 

10,145. 72 
005.68 

4,611.35 
1, 280.00 
4,273 .10 
5 , 19'1. 13 

645. Hl 
ri,080.04 

038 .20 
1,920.00 
3,138 .00 

45,174.29 

SALI NE LAND GR.ANT. 

'.£' ABLE NO. 8. 

Counties 

40 . 00 

754- .67 

1,300-.99 
40.00 

160.00 
240.00 

40 .00 

573. 31 

809 .99-
40.flO 

160 . 00, 
80.00· 

1,089. 99 , : 
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UNSOLD UNIVERSITY LA.:r-fDS . 

The foUow ing descripti ve lists of the unsold. university lands a t tho 
close of the biennial period ending June 30, 1912, was kindl y furnishe d by 
the state board of education, being compiled by J . W. Bowdish under s uper
vision o f Daniel A. Emery, Secretary. 

UNIVERSITY LAND GRANT-LANDS UNSOLD. 

TABLE NO. 9. 
- - ,---- -- - - -··---·-----·· 

Parts ol Section 

xrn; o-f N"W· -····-------- ··--·-··--···-···· ---·- --·--
SJ,. of NW-·--- -· --·-·····---··--······· ------·--
NW. of NE .... -··---·••····· · · -·-··----··- · --- -·----
E. h11 lf of SE . of NE---· - · ·· --··--·-··- · - -----·----
SJ'. ot NE.--·-·-·-·-··----··-··•· ··--·""----------
NW. of NW... · - - - - · ····- ···-----· · -
NE. fr. quarter of NE .••.. ---- · · -· · · · -
1'."W. f,rl. QUilrter of NE . . . •.... c • • ••• •••• 

NE. fr . q uarter of NW .•••• ----··--·-·· 
NW. fr!. quartH of NW ....... •---·--·- · · 
su,r. of NW .. -·---··-·---·-····-·------·· 

----------__ __ _ .... __ 
-~-------
-----·---·-
-- - --- > ' -

---------
SW. o f S\\T . ·--·•··---C•····-·· ........... . -------·--
NF o f Nj" ·- --·-···· · - · ·--····• ·-· · •· • 
SE. o·f SE . • - ·•-······-· --·· ·•·· •• -- • 

Total --·---- · - ·· -·-· ··-·-·---·· -·-· 

-·-----------------
---------

···•- ·- - ----··-""••·· ·····-·- -·-- '" 

<=I I ., I 
0 <=I "' ;l on ., Cou nty 
(.) II= Q ... ., 0 I lll 

(.) 

00 I'< er: < 
I 

31 70 15 40 .00 D nv!s 
5 88 19 40.00 J-Ial'dln 
8 88 10 40.00 Hnrd!n 
8 88 10 20. 00 Hnrdln 
g 86 19 40.00 Hardin 
5 81 12 40,97 Iowa 
5 il 28 47.98 Lucile 
6 71 23 4s.or. LUCilS 
5 71 23 48.12 L ucos 
5 71 23 48.l!I Lucas 
5 71 28 40 .00 LUcns 
g 71 29 40.00 Lucn,~ 

28 77 2,l 40.00 w arren 
28 77 24 40.00 Warren 

- - -· - --
---- ---- ----- 573.31 
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8A LTNE LA:\D GR-ANT-LANDF; f!NSOLD. 

Parts of Section 

T,\JH,E NO. JO. 

Q 
0 

C ou nty 

Appunoose 
/t p Ponoo~o 
Appanoose 
A J'.) J) an o os~~ 
A ppunoose 
:i. p p tlllOO~C 
.t:\ pp a f.l QOSf~ 
.A.pponoos(~ 
Apponoose 
A pJ) u noos(, 
App11noos11 
AppM n oos ti 
A.ppanoosfl 
,\ PJ) H noose 
;\J.)J\HIJOOSfl 
; \ f1J)flJlOOS(' 

Ap JHIOOO~C 
A p;H1noo~e 
1\ppanooE.o 
App11noose 
Du vi s 
Dccatut 
DN:otur 
D <!C UUJr 
Drcn t 11r 
Lucus 
Lueus 

LANDS DON.ATED 'T'O STATE UNIVER,STTY-LANDS 
UNSOLD. 

l"11rte or Scctlo n 

'l'Otn l 

1'ABLIJ; NO. 11. 

40.00 
40,00 
,i0.00 

a20.oo 

____ ----' ---- 4-Hl.00 

County 

Calhoun 
CrH\'l.' ford 
Tutnn 
Cluy 

LA:-;:D DEPARTMEN T 2Z 

LANDS ,\CQT ~Il{ED BY l·'ORECLOSC !n:-L\NDS TTNSOLD. 

TABLE NO. 12 . 

I 
i d 

Parts ol Section i ~ Cou nty 
' '-' ., 
1 ro 

RECAPITULATION OP UNSOLD UNIVERSITY LANDS. 

-- -- -- -- ---- -- -- -- -·uni,rersi Ly gra.n t - - . -- -- -- -- -- -- - - -- -- - - ----- - -- - - -- ------ -=------------~-- -----
Saline grant --- - - - - - - - - - - - - ---- -- -- -- -- -- - - -- - -- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - ---- - ___________ _ 
Donated la nds - - ~ -- -- -- ---- ------ -- - - ----- - -- ---- - - ---- -- - - -- -- - - -===~:==~--------- ---
lly foreclo1,ure --- - -- ----- - -- - ------------ -- - -- -- - - -- --- - -

Aggregn tc unsold ___ -- -- -- ------ -- --- - ---- - - -- -- - -- --- · - -- ------------.-------- -

Acre.~ 
"78.31 

1,089.00 
440.t)() 
120.ll<) 

2,22:l.30 



24 R E:P ORT OF SE CR E: T ARY OF ST ATE:. 

THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEG E LANDS 

T he ag 1·icul t ura l co lle ge lands con s is t o[ lnnd·s acqui r ed by the s t ate 
untl cr the act of congTcs·~ . approved .J u ly 2, 1862, lmown as t he " Agricu l
t u ral Co ll ege Gra nt " : a lso lands acquir ed IJy the state under the "Five 
Secti on Gra ul ," made lJ y t he act of coHg l'ess app r oved l'rl ar ch O, 1845 ; 
als o lnml s acquired by 1m r ch asc, b y donalion and by fo r eclosure of mor t
gages g tvcn t o secure loans of t he college itrncl s, 

ACRICUL'l'T1 H.AL COLLEG E GRAXT. 

T ABL E KO . 13. 

Gtvlog t he t o te! netunl numbcr of acrl!S ln cnch eo untl' ue<l,uircd bl' lhc sto l e und er t hB 
i; rnn t ui; J<llon·n h~· t he offir l nl p lats o f t h!:! t ownships: the totn l number o f ncres 
pn t l"nted by l he 13 t atf.' , nnd t he number o f ner<'s ttm uln fng unpatcnted nt. t he close o f 
t he b !cnnl::i l J)l" rlod c11rl111 g June SO , 1912. 

Counti es 

5,837.58 5,837.68 
3, 0GS.80 3,005 .8~ 
2, 249.()2 2,249.02 
s ,-;rn . i2 s ,-;rn .42 
4 .984. !)5 4,964 ,{15 

16,732.43 10,7~ .43 - -· - - ·-- ·-----
4,178. 65 4,178 .65 ----------- ---
2,481.60 :? , t81.50 
3,063 .13 3,00S. 13 
8,328 .87 8,3!8.87 

61,198 .29 83,968. 81 '"229 .48 
1 .120 .00 1 ,1!0.00 
1 ,000.00 1 .000 .00 

27 ,72:J. ll 27,723.11 - ·· - - - - ·- ----3,8-42.00 3 ,SU.60 ___ __ _______ _ 
3 , 549.(}t 3 ,:i49. 0,I 

640. 00 6W.OO 
1,2.60.00 1 ,260.00 
3 ,249. 75 3,249.'i.i 
2 ,429 .75 2,429.75 

10,103 . '.16 10,1 03.46 
100. 156 106. 56 

4,645.45 4,<H5 .4ii 

Tote.I --------------------------- ----------- -------- 20•1 , 222 .90 ~ ~ 
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THE SWAMP LANDS 

S ince the da te of the swamp land gran t , the s tate se lec ted abou t 1,-
572,8 l.G .27 acres of swam11 lands. The depar tment of t he inter ior has held 
that a 1ai g~ aruount of tlie lm1ds embraced In t hese se lcct i011S was no t of 
tbe cha racter defined and granted by the act of 1850. The state has ac
quirecl 873,776.4:l acres of swamp lands in place, a nd 321,9 76.98 a cres o f 
in demn ity swamp lands; and ha'S received cash indemnity for a bout 471,-
072.64 a cres. T he stat e has received in lands and cash on1y about 1,666,-
826.04 ac res out of the 4,572,816.27 acres selected. 

The fo llowi ng table s hows t he s tatus of the swamp land grant accoun ted 
to the s tate by t he government. 

1. Total quan tity of swamp lands i n place and swamp lancl cash and 
laud indemnity i n Iowa, selected, approved and paten ted, from September 
28, 1850, to June 30, 1912 : 

S~lected . . . . 
ADPrDved-Lands in place 
Patent ed- Lands in place 

Acres. 

.4,572,936.29 
944,578.84 
873,77G.42 

Approved-Cash indemnity ( $587,47~.50) on 
basis of .. . . . . 

Approved-Lan ::l indemnity 
Patented- I ndemnit y lands . 

471,072.64 
341,632.97 
321,976 .98 

2. T ota l quantity of swamp land selections rema ining una djust ed on 
June 30, 1912: 

S wam11 lands in place-claims .. . . .. . ... ( not com piled ) 
Swamp lands indemnity cla ims ... . ••.. . .. . . . . 487,605.77 

SWA}IP LANDS PATE:-<TED. 

During the biennial period ending Jun e 30, 1912, there has been but one 
paten t issuecl by the g_oyernment t o the stat e fo r swamp a nd overflowed 
lands, cover ing forty acres in Pocahon tas coun ty , which have been by the 
"State paten ted t o said county. T he foll owing is a descriptive statement of 
the land -s o patented. 

Nw l/~ of ne¼, secti on 7, t wp. 90, N. R . 34; dated April 4, 191 2. 
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SWA.'\n:. LAND C}R.ANT. 

Congress, by the act approved September 28. J 850. granted to the state 
of ArkansaB and other states all the swamp and overflowed lands within 
their limits, made unfit thereby for cultivation. which remained unsold at 
that date, and provided that the secretary of the interior should make ac
curate lists and plats of such lands, transmit them to the governors of the 
l'f!Spectlve states, and upon the request of said governors issue patents 
therefor; the patents to vest in the states the fee simple title to said land·s 
subje;Cit to tlrn disposal of tlrn legislatures of said states. This act furth·cr 
provided that the lands and proceeds thereof were to be applied to the re
claiming of said lands by levees and drains. The act also defined the said 
lands to be all legal subdivisions of the public lands the greater part of 
whic:h were wet and unfit for cultivation. 

Tim departm<mt of the interior decided originally that this act was not 
a pl'esent grant, and that it did not apply to the land until it was selected 
and reported to the propH offlcer for approval, and that the title th£reto 
did 11ot vest In the state until the patent was issued. On December 23, 
l8ii1, however, ho reversed bis decision a n d held that this act was a grant 
in praer;enti. This was the correct construction, according to decisions of 
th;:; courts, and the aet at the time of \ts passage con veyed to the states 
all 'tho landfJ coming within the terms of the grant. 

Although this dcclsion was n1ade, the locating and sellJng of the public 
lands continued at the variom;. government offices in the s.tate in the usual 
way. Thousands of acres of land were located and entered upon by set
tlers which ·were afterwar ds claimed by the state as swamp lands. The 
goven1me11t having parted with her t!t!e to the lands under the grant, 
should not have attempted to dispose of them a second time. The situ
ation was clarified hy the act of congress. approved March 2, 1855 , providing 
that fJm·ehaser-s of the swamp lands from the government should have 
patentB fot thorn, and that the state should receive the purchase money 
for such tracts as wei·e entered with cash, and, for such lands as had 
been located with warrant or scrp, should bo authoriztid to locate a like 
ntnount on any of the r,uhlic lands subject to entry at $1.25 per acre or 
Jtiss , and rect.,Ive patents therefor. Congress pmo:sed an t1ct, approved 
March 3, 1857, continuing it1 force. the act of March 2, 1855 to that date, 
and confirming au select.ions of swamp and overflowed lands that had 
been made and reported to the commi.ssiouer of the general land office, 
and. itlso provlclhlg that they should be\ approved and pate1ited to the state, 
except stwh tracts as had been dis.posed of for cash, warrant, or scrip. 

Hy the act approved March 2,. 1860, congress limited the time for select" 
the swamp and overflowed lands to two years from the adjournment of 
next legislature a fter said act, as to lands that had already been sur

veyecl,. and. as to lands tlmt had not been surveyed placed the time limit to 
Within two years frOtT1 the adjournment of the legislature after t h e secre
tan' of the interior had notified the governor of the state that the sur
veys liad bee11 COlilplcted. 

LAND DEPARTMENT 

The following is a synopsis of the legislation of the state relative to the 
Swamp Land Grant: 

The thi r d g eneral assembly passed an act. approved Februai·y i":i, 18ii1. 
authorizing the commissioner of the state land offiee to take sucll steps as 
he should think necessary to secu re the swamp and overflowed lands to the 
state; to s2ll the same, and, after defraying the expenses of selecting and 
reclalming, to pay the balance into the state treasury. The act also author• 
ized the governor to discharge the duties of the commissioner until sueh 
com.missioner could be e lected and qualified. 

The fourth general as.c;e1nbly, by an act approved January 12. 18,,3. 
granted these lands to the several counties. and provided that the counties 
should carry out the provisions of the grant relative to the protection and 
reclamation of the swamp lands. The same general tl.ssemb!y passed an 
act, approved January 24. 185:1, providing that the m,lecting agent should 
report to the secretary of state and that the secretary of state should for 0 

ward the said report to the surveyor general. 

The fifth general assembly pas-sed an act, approved .January 25, 1855, 
authorizing the governor to draw from the United States the swamp in
demnity money, and a lso to take such steps as he thought best to secure 
the swamp lands to the state. Another act passed by the same general 
a ssembly and approved the san1e day, provided that the 'SWarnp lands in 
the unorganized countirn should not be disposed of until title was perfected 
in the state; when the title was perfected it would then be ttansferred to 
such counties provided they refund to the state the expenses of selecting 
such lands. The act also authorized organized counties to apply the pro
ceeds of irreclaimable lands to the erection of public buildings, that the 
drainage commissioner in such cases should pay over the proeeads to the 
county treasurer, and that. the swamp lands should not be sold for less thali 

$1.25 !)Cr acre. 
Another act approved the 25th of January, 1855, provided for preventing 

waste or trespas·s on swamp lands. 
The act app rtrved July 15, 1856, provided that swatnlJ land funds should 

be paid into the county treasury, and were to be paid out only on the ordei· 
of th e county judge and swamp land commissioner. The act also provided 

for the loaning of the swamp land fund. 

Tho sixth general afilsembly passed an act, apptoved .January 24, 1857, 
repealing all laws granting pre-emption rights on swamp lands. 

By au act, approved January 27, 1858, the general assembly authorized 
the governot to appoint an agent to go to Washington for the pui-r,ose of 
effectjng a settlement of the swamp land matters with the United .st~teB, 
a lso to appoint two more agents to complete selections !n unorgamzed 
counties. The act further provided for the exponsas and for l'efunding the 

same to the state with intorest. 
The same general assembly passod another act, approved March 22, 

1858 authorizing the countle-3 to use the proceeds of the· s,vamp lands for 
the 'eniction of buildings for educational purposes, and building roads, 
bridges, and railroads, after the question had been voted on by the people; 
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also providing t hat the lands might be sold for th e purposes ment ioned, 
th e purchaser t a l{!ng th em on the conditions of the g rant of September 28, 
18GO, and re leasing the state and county from all liability. 

Another a ct, })a ssed by the same general assembly and approve d the 
same da y, ,ixtended the ti me for provin g up and per fecti ng pre-emptions to 
persons who h ad valid c la ims on September 5, 1857. 

The act approved Apri l 2, l8GO, amended the act approved January 25, 
1855, rel ati11g to tre spass an d wa.c;te on t h e swamp lands of the state. 

The eighth ge ne ral ,i,sscmhl y as sembled in extra ses·~ ion, also passed an 
act, al)lltov ed J\,fay 28, J 8G l, glv iug control of. t he swamp lands in the sev
eral <'ounti cs of the state to tho hoard of supervisors. 

The act, approved 1862, amended the act app rn ved Mar'ch 22, 1858, by 
further giving the county authoritie_s power to devote the proceeds of these 
l n.nds to the permanent school fund. 

The ac t of April 8, 1862, provided for the appointment of general agents 
by the governor to s et tl e -swamp land matte rfl with the commiss ioner ot 
the general land office , fixed their compensation and the method of pay• 
Ing same by th fl coun tles ; provided: for the tecept:ion an d location of. 
swam p land indem nity scrip; i-equ ired the locating a gent t o report to state 
land office ; proviclccl for appointme11t of SJ)ec ial county agents to settle 
Wlt11 the corn rniBsioner of the gmwra l Janel office, and authorized them to 
receive t.lrn proeeeds of such settlement for their respective counties, the 
costs and expen ses to he paid hy the counti e•2 ; prov ided that the swamp 
land indol1'ln!ty 1noney when r eeeived should be paid into the state treas
ury and only pald out to the authorized agent of the county. 

'l'hi., tenth genoral assembly Mwsed an act, approved March 22, 1864, 
,vhich provided that the board ol: supervisors might havo the swamp lands 
uppraiBed, and thrut they might sell the same at n ublic or vrivate sale for 
not lN,:J than th e appra isernent. 

'l'he aet, approved. March 30, 186G, appointed Hon. Josiah A. Harvey a 
comrnisslonei• to a djust the swamp land matters w ith the general govern.· 
11l<int, t~o l\l pE!nsation to be $2,00 per d ay and expenses. 

Tim ilet of A!li"il 7, 1868, il1creased the compensation of Mr. Harvey to 
$6 00 per . clay alld. expenses, and provided for the fi!Hng of the vacancy 
should the posit101~ from any ea1rne become vacant. M r. Harvey made two 
repo1·ts to tho governor while acting as sueh commissio11er, the last one 
nnder date of Mareh 14, 1872. H e 1·esigned the office, a nd was succeeded 
by John Cleghorn, who ente1·ed upon the di'!i charge of the d uties of the 
office, ·May 28, 1872, and held the same until it was abolished by the act 
approved March 18, 18174. 

.. 'l'ho seventeenth ge11eral ass<,,rnbly passed au act, a1J;roved March 25 
1878, :n1 thorizing the state treasurer to pay over the swamp land indem: 
nity. f.und ot each COuiitY to _ the county treasurer, and to take receipts 
thorcf:01·: The act also authorized the board of supervisors to malrn such 
disposition of s aid money as should be just and for the best interests of 
the eounty. 
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The nineteenth gene:·a\ a ssemhly passed an act.. appt·oved March 25, 
1882, authorizing the boards of supervisors of the various counties t o sell 
the indemni ty swamp land to t.he high es t bidde r where th e title to the 
sam e was vested in s aid counties. 

The twenty-fourt h gcn (i ral a ssembly pass,,d a n act amendi ng the aet of 
the nineteenth general assnnbly providing for the sale of the indemnity 

swamp lands at public sale. 

Th e t,venty-cighth gen era l assembly pass ed an act, app roved April G, 
190 0, r epealing section 9 of the acts of tile ninth general a ssembly , chapter 
lGO, which provid ed for the appointment of an agent by the eounty r eceiv
ing swamp Ja nel in demnily mon ey who should go to Des Moines and obtain 
the same; t h e la ter act directed the state treMurcr to pay such money di
rect.ly to th e treasu rer or such county and prescribed the procedure to be 

followed. 
Th e act of congreBs, a pproved Sep t.ember 28, 1850, making the svm.tnp 

land g ran t . required the secretar y of the interior to mnke out listB and 
plats of the swamp and overflowed lands in the various states, ancl t rans• 
mi.t t h em to t he r espective gov ernors t h e reof. The s ecretary of the inte
rior d id not furni sh such lists and plats for Iowa. He permitted th e state 
through its agents to ascerta in in th e field which were the swamp a nd 
overflowe d lands . The s elections for Iowa were macle by lheBe a gents 
wh o were ap poin ted by the governor. They follow ed the for n1s a nd iu
structiorn; provided by t he seeretary of the interior, and forw arded the 
lists of sel ections to said department. ·while some of the lists ,vere ai.vait
lng the action of the d epartment, tbe commi,ssioner of the genera l land 
office, on June 23, 1861), changed the forms and instructions r elative to 
the prepar ing and certification of said lists. As a r esult 01' this 01·de r the 
selections of several of tho counties of the state w ere rejected. Tl1e state 
contended that the lists were prepared ancl certifled in good faith aceording 
to the forms and instructions of the cleJJartment at the date they ,vere fil ed, 
bu't the commissioner or t he general land office insisted that the li s t s should 
be changed so as to conform with the requirements of his order of June 
23, J860, before the depa rtment would consider them agaln. This was a 
rnatter of contention between tlw sta te and the govcrn1rnm t l'or .several 
vea rs. Congress 1:lnally settled t he controversy by passing an act. a pproved 
i1aie11 5, 1872, w hich provided that the commission(l!' of the genera_l land 
ofllce should receive and examine the selections of swamp lands rn the 
said counti es and allow or di sallow the selections accordi ng to the aets 
of eoilgreI,s i.n relation J-he1·eto at the time such selections were mad e . 

1.'he agents appointccl to malrn the selections of swamp .an_d overfl?w.ed 
lands ·w ithin the state selPcted many tracts which were w1t.hm t he !mnts 
of the railroad g rants. These traets of land were claimed by the ra1J r o~d 
compani€s unde r their grants, and they succeeded in get~lng _th e c~n:mlls
s ioner of the ge)wral land oflice to eertify most of the c11sputed t=ae_ts o f 
l~nd to the Etate for the aid of their respective roacls. The comm.1ss10ner 

· .d ·w
1
·th t·lie d-ec'sion of the secretary _of tlrn_ 111teri9r, acted u1 aecor ance . ,, . . . . . , _ 

• . F· b 8 1860• 'I'bis deci,sion r equued the eomm1ss_ 10ner _t_ o d_ e 
"1ven • e ruary ,. , . . . 
:ermine from the records and files of the general land office whether 
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l hcse lands passed to th e s tate under the swam i> land grant or not ; in 
other words, if the original field notes of survey filed in said land office 
s howed the said lan ds to lie tiWampy, th ey were to be certifi ed as swamp 
lands; if not. t hen they were to be cer tifi ed as railroad lands. The state 
J>rol,ested against t hi s h.1.:1 ion, hul to no effect. The sta te con ten ded fo r 
rn~rny year s that th is wa1-; unfair, ow ing to the loose and careless way in 
whic:h tbe sait!. surveys were rnarJ c in the western ·states. The commis
s ioner of th e ge11eral la nd office, however, cont inued to certify t r acts of 
land. selected as swam i> land, to the state under the railroad gran ts . T h ere 
wer e over 500,000 acres of s uch land ce rtified under the rai lroad grants. 

LAND DEPARTMENT 31 

THE RAILROAD LANDS 

Th e rai lroad lands of Iowa cons ist o f a ll lands granted by t he various 
acts o( congress. to aid in th e construction of certa in ra ilroads in Lhe state 
of Iowa. Lands which inm·ed lo t he s tate under t hese grants have eithe r 
been certified or 1nitented to t he state !Jy the proper government officials. 
and in turn ·were g ranted to the railroad companies entitl ed t hereto !Jy 
the gen era l assembl y of r ow:i. 

T he lands i nu r in g t.o the railroad companies u nder the net of con• 
gr css, approved June 2, :1 864, were cer t ified and approved d irect to said 
compan ies hy th e co mmiss ione r of the genera l land oCfice and secretary of 
t he inte rior. Ce rtified cop ies of lids of lands approved under th is ac t 
a r e of r ecord in the s ta le land ornce. 

The bienn ia l report of th is department (or the period ending J un e 
'30, 1908, con tained a complete list of a ll the acts of congr ess a nd of a ll 
th e acts of the gen eral assembly of Lowa relative: to the ra ilroa d g rants. 
There are still on hand copies of t hat re port which may be obta ined on 
a pplication. 

Th e rai lr oad land grants have been practically all adjusted by the de
pa rtmen t of the interio r ; those not yet a1Jproved h ave been awaiting de
cis ion of conflicts wi t h other g rants. 

T he Iowa Cen tral A ir Lin e Railroad Company was gran ted a. large 
amoun t of land, under the act of Congress a pproved May J 5, 1856, upon 
complyi ng with the termf; of that act and of the a.ct of the general 
as;:;embly. Because of t he failure of that compan y to comply with th e 
terms of the acts mentioned, t he general assembly resumed a ll t he r ights 
granted to t he comtrnny, inc luding the tit le to all lands granted exce1>t 
120 sections. The United S tates supreme cour t h eld, i n a case involving 
some of these lands, that under th e tarrus of the grant the railroad com
pany was en ti tled to absolu te title to 120 sections or lan d before beginning 
any work upon the r oad. The r a ilroad company proceeded to -sell some 
of the lands granted, though this office has not yet heen able to procure 
an authent ic list of the 120 sections claimed by the railroad. A lis t of 
lands in 'Woodbury a nd Monona counties has been furn ish ed by th e Iowa 
Railroad Lan d Company of Cedar Rapids, which was secured from the 
I.Jooks of the railroad company some years ago, wh ich pl'obably contains 
a complete list of t h e lands claimed by the company under the grant of 
the 120 sect ions. This list sh o,vs the descrip tion of t he several par cels 
of land, to whom d eedetl by the company and date of sale. If th e com-
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pany deed ed not over 1.2_0 sections of land conta ined in the approved lists 
under the ir grant, and this li s t c h ecks ,vith the r ecords of the recorders 
office8 of Vvoodbury and ;11onona co unti es, it may be presum ed that these 
are the lands that they s e lected un der th e 120 section clause of the 
grant and that the ti t le to these lands was vested in the railroad com
pany. 

All ot these lands w ere inc luded in t h e 01:iginal approved lists of lands 
gra nted to this company. The recorders of Woodbury and Monona coun
ties h a ve checked these lists with th e records of t hei r offices and have 
reported to this department. 

The lists are a ppended h ereto. 
Under tfi e grant to th e D11lrnqm! & Pacific Railroa d Company, they were 

also entitlfld to 120 sections of Janel, be fore beginning work on the road. 
So far this department has been unabl e to secu r e an authentic Jl s t of the 
lands selectE,d and claimed by, th at company under the 120 section clause 
of the grant. 

As neither of these two companies complied with the terms of their 
respective grants, though the Dubuque & Pacific Railroa d Company did 
<Jomply partially and di<l earn a large amount of land, this department has 
had to r,cduse m a ny times to furnish a certificate of ownership as called 
for ln section 82 of th e Code of Iowa, 1897, in cases where the railroad 
companies had failed to ha ve certificates issued and deeded la nd to indi
vidual purchasers without them . Th-2 owners of these lan ds have" im1:ierfect 
titles; s o fat as the records of this office are co ncerned, and the titles will 
be Imperfect until such time as it i s possible to confirm in some way the 
transfor of tltle in th ese lands from the United States and the State of 
Iowa to Urn railroad companie'S. 

LAND DEPARTMENT 3:3 

TRANSCRIPT OF' LANDS SOf.1D BY Trn; IOvVA CENTRAL 
AIR LINE RAILROAD COl\IPANY IN MONONA 

COU::.JTY, IO\\! A . 

Description 
"' 0 

(.) 
C, 
U) 

'l' <\ llLE NO , 1-1. 

Date 

- - --- - --- ---c-- ,--,-- - ·-
All -- - ------ -- --------
All --- - --------- ---- - - 
t:, ~ --·----·--- -------
\V. ~ - - --------- -- ---
A II - - ----- -- - - - - __ -- -·- 
A JI -- --- ------ - - ------
All - - --- --- - ---- ----- -
.1:C: . ~ --- - · -- -------- ---
NVV . ?.: ------------- ... -
),JF,1 !-:HV .¼. --- -------
N W.~ SW. \ ____ _____ _ 
SW .. \ RW . t ------- - --
8E.?i SW .?, ------- - --
J\l t ----- ---------- -- - --
1' . 2 --- ----- ------- --
NW. 1 - --- -- --- -- ---
RW. ¼ -- --- ----------
F. '; - - ------- - - -----
W. ~ --- -- -- -- -------
<\ Tl -- - - ------------ - - -
All - ---------- --- -- -- -N. land 8F . ¼ __ __ . __ 
NE. ?r ~W . ~, _______ _ _ 

S.~ 8~7 .¼. - --- ---------
All -- --- ----- ------- -- 
All -- ------- --- ----- - 
_,\ll --- --- - -- ---- -- -- - -
,\ 11 - - - - - ---- ---- -- - --- 
:J\V .~ --- ------------- --
N1V .1.; -·-·------- -------"" N J':. } N E.¼ __________ _ 
NW.\ N E.\ __ ________ _ 

8\V -'t N 'F~ .\ ----------
SF.!; NE .;\ --------- - -1:- _l. _ __ ___ ____ ___ __ - ____ _ 

\V. \ ---- --- --- ---- ---
/.!! -- --- -- - - --- --- --- -N\V. \ ~\V .\ ___ ______ _ 
Nlc . ¼, NF.•, _______ __ _ 

N \\'1',?,: M1:: l -- -------- -SW.\ N'E. 1, ____ _____ _ _ 

RF.¼ NJ-:.}, ____ ___ __ _ _ 

i;:.:r._~ - --·----------- --~
i\ 11 - --- -------- -------- -.,;~_ ,., _ .. , .. ____ , ___ ·-- ------
j-{_:J~ 8\V r ·J.: - -- --- ~-- - -

P\V.-¼ S \V -~ -- ----- ~--
.1\ll --- ---- --- ---------F . \ NE. ?i. ____ .. __ ___ __ .;..;.. 

'-lF' .. Z ----~ - -- ---- ---- - -
S.¾ SW .l --------- - --

. ): ,, --- -- --------------
~.Y ~: _::::::::::::=·---
v, . ~ --- -- ------------
AH ----- --------- -----
r, . ~ _N}~ ,-¼ __ _ --'"---'--·'" 
\\1 .1t NW.\ ___ ________ _ 
E.{! Sl~. ?t ____________ _ 
W .Ji SW.¼ ___________ _ 
All -- - -- --- -- -- -- ____ --

8 

29 
8,'1 

l 
1 

{) 

13 
17 
17 
17 
.1 7 
17 
17 
21 
2n 
25 
yr,; 
29 
29 
2B 

21 
?l 
?1 
21 
70 
s:1 

!) 

!l 
!) 

Vi 
17 
J7 
17 
21 
21 
ffi 
S:!j 

6'10 
<340 
8i0 . 2f• 
322 .2£ 
G.15.32 
1140 
040 
B:/0 
J61i 

,HJ 
40 
40 
40 

GlO 
320 
160 
J{l() 

370 
3?0 
640 
631.56 
471.€(1 

4-0 
80 

640 
{)A{) 

640 
64() 
1(,(l 

lilf> 
40 
40 
40 
40 

!WO 
3\'0 
(J1.0 

40 
,10 
40 
40 
40 

mo 
(141) 

3?0 
81) 
40 

040 
rn 

]f(i 
EO 

:l?O 
3?0 
320 
MO 
6•!0 
80 
80 
80 
so . 

633 .54 

1859, Nov. 
lk-tiO , Nov ~ 
1StJ1l, ~ov . 
1859. No,;,, 
JBofl, Nov. 
l!:<"U, 1'\ov. 
1s:.n, Kov. 
18-'.!l. s ·ov. 
18:"i!J, NOV. 
18:JU! No·v . 
18;1!). Nov. 
l 8fif} , No-v. 
lS-llO, .Tnno 
lSfifl, Nov. 
18£9, Nov. 
J8il0, ,Jan . 
18('.0, ,Jun , 
]8:;!l, Nov . 
185H, NoV . 
1sr.o , Nov . 
18ii0, Nov. 
18:3H , Nov. 
JF-50, Nov. 
l85J , Nov. 
18S9, Nov. 
1859 , Nov . 
l85fJ, Nov . 
J8n9, Nov. 
18:ill , l''ov. 

! J8:}9 , Nov. 
lSfi!I, Nov. 
1&~0, No,:-. 
J8::,n, Nov. 
1859 , Nov·. 
J.Sfi!), Nov. 
18'>9, Nov. 
J8~!); Nov. 
1Fti(), .Tnn. 
1F-OO; ·.lM:1. 
1P(J0 , .lun. 
l8<l0. :1 un ., 
] 800, ,lt!H, 
J8(l0, .Mor. 
1859, Nov. 
'185), Nov. 
18M), Nov. 
l FZit>, Nov ~ 
1Rrm, N-ov. 
18"<i , ;ran. 
J8rt!J. Nov. 

,llllrO, July 
1850, Nov . 
1F5'0 , NoV .. 
J810 , Nov . 
1809, Nov. 
18:JD, Nov. 
1809 1 Nov. 
lSM.,. Nov. 
1659 , Nov. 
1650, Nov. 
18:.iO, Nov. 

To Whom 

'28 ___ _ T. E. \\"inlkt:\r 
28 __ __ G . \V. Jlettcsworlh 
ts __ __ G. \V . He t.tcsworth 
:!8 ___ _ M. Cou r l wright 
28 __ . .. CL \V. nrtt:N~\\'Otth 
Ctj ___ _ Wtn. 0. Cuny 
f 8 ___ _ 0 . M. Heecl 
-?S ___ _ 0. Ln.ke 
1/8 ___ _ ti. .1\iorrrn 
28_, __ 0. L nk,, 
9$ ___ _ G _ Morris 
28 . ___ G . 1\.1cnris 
2n. ____ 0. VV . J~e tteswort.h 
28 __ __ M. Bis.hop 
2s ___ _ L. o. Pisher ,o ____ G . \V . n,ttcgwo r th 
HC __ _ G .. \V _. Ucttesworth 
?EL-'-- ·· 0 . 1\fotris 
28 __ __ '{. H . l'ritclrnnl 
28 ____ Z. llfoori> 
28 ___ _ ½. M.oor·" 
28 __ __ M . Bis hop 
28 __ __ M. J31~ho 1) 
"S __ _ _ M . Bishop 
28 __ ___ G. W. B(ittcsworth 
?8 __ __ C . JIL H<,<'<l 
2s __ __ \I. H. Prltchor,1 
28 ____ G~ \V. Det1:,\~wort h 
?S ___ ~ r:!1?f\ . '""t. "H <!ttrsWOl'th 
?$ ____ S. N. Rnlght 
f 8 ___ _ , ·•eo. \1/. ticitcsworth 
vs ____ ,1. nlshofl 
rg ___ _ 1\L n. P ritehnrd 
f"8 ___ _ G. W. H,•ttepworth 
?8 ___ ~ C . B. Uayrno ud 
:?R ____ . G . J\fo rris 
28, __ _ It, H<•ni:t 
(L ___ ~1. \\:. Ht•tf'N;worih 
r, __ __ G,, 1V. l~t~tf li~ ,•-rorni 
o ___ ,, 0-. vv . n,,t t:,t•1-worn1 
(J_, __ __ G. lV. Ht!t f''8 WOti1') 
fL.:. ... n. \V. J1 c~tf'P:S \'\'Ot fll 

]'Q_.,.._. O . W . HeU:i!S WOt'f-i 
f H ____ i\L J{. .Jr.iu•nn 
?fl ___ , G. v;, . J.letttst•.'or11, 
?~L __ . 0 . ,v. Hr:ttjj~riwort.h 
rs-__ .__ G . ,v . Hf"ttn.Rworth 
?8 __ __ 0. W. J3"~tt{!~Wo-r1h 
1ri ____ _ o . w. u,•t.toswottll 
9F ___ _ \L J(. .Jessup 
QO ____ (L W . lletfosworth 
?B ___ ~ :u- . C'"<a,rt1Vti,!ht 
98 ___ _ w, o. onrry 
9M __ ..,. '\·f , l( , .:l.('HSllJJ 
2g ___ _ w. n. Allen 
!'S_-_ .. U. {'our i-,,,,·~t:rh.t 
?$ ___ _ G . W. )lett,,• wodh 
?,"g ____ o. \ V. net1'<iKwor111 
zg ____ G. W , Det U!sworfh 
?8 ___ .jo. w. Jlcttcs worth 
2Jl_ -" _ O . W. JJettcsworlh 
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TABL E NO. 14- Contiooed. 
T ABLE NO. H-Continu ed. 

* Not of record. 
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"' "" 0 Dare ., 
i Cl:: 

42 

I 42 
43 
4'' 
43 l 
11H 
43 
1j}) 

T o Wbom 

LAND DEPARTMENT 
37 

TABL E: NO. H-Continued. 

CORRECTED LIST. 

(C'hrck(•-d by ..,\ . H. Hoffmau, .R f•<'or-der of Mononu C'ounty.) 

Descrip tio n 

S E.¼ XF.¼ __ __ _____ _ _ 
SE.,l ____ ___ _________ _ 

11 
ll 
11 
l1 
ll 
27 

19 
l!J 

35 
35 
rm 
B5 
35 
i\ 
5 

5 
6 

85 
85 
8.1 
8.5 
85 
S5 

84 
84 
8 4 
8-! 
84 
84 
84 

84 
84 

43 
-la 
13 
.1:J 
4/l 
42 

42 
42 

42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
43 
43 

43 
42 

Date 

18.:i!), N'OY . 
185!.l, N ov. 
l8£i9, Kov. 
18a!l, Nov . 
IS;l9 , N'ov . 
1869, Sc])t . 

186D , Sept. 
l&l!l; Sept . 

1859 , Nov. 
lSfiO , Nov. 
1850 , Nov. 
JB.59 Nov. 
18a9 : Nov. 
185\l No v. 
lBtfj: Nov. 

185/J , Nov. 
1859·, N ov. 

To Whom 

28 ___ _ B . lln gley 
,·s ____ n. llngl,•)• 
20 ____ 8. 8. Jon rs; 
30 ____ t' . H. Gibbs 
So ___ _ F. H . Gibl>s 
15 ____ Deed to OJurk not Of 

rPc(::i rd . (,:Jn rk con 
Vl•ys stuno to Ah•a 
llfoLm1gll lin l,'ch . l!l 
1868 . 

15 ____ / Q"'_'d t.o. l{Obt_ .. Srn .. yth Hi-___ ¥ not or n~con]. snn1e 
lnnr! conv<'yi'fl by O . 
R. & M. R . n. Co . 
to .l . R . n. L. Co., 

I Sc•pt lfi , JSGll 
2$ ____ .r 1n nes ll.. Sherrill 
:?() ____ Wrn. N . .Mnrsh 
2Q __ ___ Kt.evnn H. · .lon1~s 
2!) _ ___ S t~ven S. J-ones 
!/\J __ __ Steven 8 .. Jones 
2[) ____ Docd to Geo. \V. Bet. 
29 __ _,:_ te.s wo tth uot of rc-c-

m·,l. o. ·w . Bet
tesworth convoys 
samo land. 

29 ____ Sa ni~ u~ i1. l.:iovo 
20,._.:..- rSanrn as 1ll)ove 
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'l'H.ANSCRI Prr OF' LANDS SOLD BY THE IOWA CENTRAL 
AIH. LINE RAILH.OAD COMPANY IN WOODBURY 

COUNTY, IOWA. 

Description 

1 
5 
9 

13 
13 
17 
21. 
21 
2] 

21 
21 
2l 
29 
20 
20 
2!1 
25 
2r. 
25 
2G 
2fi 
29 
2!) 

38 
83 

l 
1 
,5 
r, 
r, 
6 
5 
6 
r, 
[) 

5 
!:: 
6 
r, 
6 
0 

18 
17 
17 
21 
21 
2l 
25 
21) 

33 
1l 
3 
~ 

3 
8 
7 
ll 
15 
]9 
l9 
23 

86 
RC 
86 
8() 
86 
86 
80 
88 
88 
86 
86 
&6 
86 
8(l 
86 
86 
86 
86 
86 
80 
8S 
&l 
80 
SU 
86 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
81 
87 
87 
87 
80 
Bil 
80 
86 
86 
86 
80 
86 
f:6 
86 
86 

'l'ABLE NO. 15. 

II) 

"" C ., 
rx; 

42 
42 
42 
42 
4-2 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
4?, 
•12. 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
·12 
4.2 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
4-2 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
·i2 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
t2 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
-12 
4·2 
42 

au.rm 
633 . 30 
640 

dO 
&:I 

640 
320 

40 
40 
40 
40 

mo 
40 
40 
40 
40 

320 
160 

40 
80 
40 

mo 
JOO 
80 

160 
160 
404.74 
35 .64 
35.33 
40 
40 
85 .0J 
34.70 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
4.0 

100 
640 
640 
820 
320 
10() 
100 
320 
640 
6,10 
640 
152 ,40 
152 
16(} 
120 

,LO 
63<l.76 
640 
640 
820 
810.61 

40 

Date 

1859 Nov. 
1859 ° Nov. 
1859 ; Nov. 
1859 , Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
185!.I , Nov. 
1859, Nov . 
1859 Nov. 
1sw: Nov. 
1850, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1850 , Nov. 
1859 , Nov. 
1850, Nov. 
lSiiH , Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
18fi0 , Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
J8GO, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1850 Nov . 
1859'. Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1859, N ov. 
1850, Nov. 
1859 , Nov. 
181>0, Nov . 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1850, Nov. 
JP,50, Nov. 
1800., ,Jail . 
l8H0, .Tan. 
18/10, Jan. 
1859, Nov. 
l.859~ Nov . 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
185H, NOV', 
1859, }fov . 
1859, Nov. 
1869, Nov. 
1801, May 
1861., May 
1861, Ma.y 
1859, Nov. 
185H, Nov. 
1859, Nov, 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1&59, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 
1859, Nov. 

To Whom 

28 ... , M. Oom-twrigbt 
28 . •.. N. W. Isbell 
28 .... N . W. Isbell 
28 .•. . Oeo. ·w . Bettesworth 
28 ____ Geo. \V. Bettesworlh 
28 ____ M. o. Eaton 
~fl. •• . A. W. Pratt 
?.8 ____ Geo. W. B,,ttcswortb 
28 . . .. A. W. I>rntt 
28 . ... G. W. Botteswortb 
28 . . .. Elisa Goodman 
28 ____ Elisa Goodman 
28 ____ M. C . Eaton 
28. __ _ G. W. Hettesworth 
28 __ __ O . W. llettesworth 
2/! ____ G. W. Bcttesworth 
28 ____ M . C . Euton 
28. __ _ G. W. Hettesworth 
28 ____ G. W. llettesworth 
28 ... . G. W. Bettes worth 
2g ____ G. W. Bettesworth 
28 ____ M. O . Eaton 
28 . . .. G . W. Bettesworth 
28 ____ G. W. Bettesworth 
28 ___ _ G. W. Bettcswortn 
28 .. _c ?J . W. l1etteswort11 
28 .... G. w . llettesworth 
28 __ __ _ M. Courtwright 
28. ___ M. Courtwr ight 
28 ___ _ IV. '.V. Goorlhne 
28 ____ W. 'I'. Goodhne 
28 .... M. Courtwright 
28a ... G . W. Bettesworth 
28 ____ M. Courtwright 
28 .. ___ G. W. l3ettesworth 
28 ____ G. W . Bettesworth · 
28 ____ L. D. V . Mason 
J6 ____ G. W . Bettesworth 
}6 ____ G. W. Bcttesworth 
HL •.. G . W. JJettesworth 
28 __ __ Z. Moore 
~s_ ___ G. W. Bettesworth 
28 ____ N . W. Isbell 
28 ___ _ G. 1V. JJettesworth 
2lL •• • Wm. '1' . Goot'.llme 
2s _____ K l-I. Lea.ming 
28 ____ G. W . l3ettcsworth 
28 ____ 0 . M. Reed 
28. c __ M. Courtwrlgbt 
28. ___ L. D. V . Mnson 
]6 _ __ _ J·ones County 
HL ___ Jones County 
16 ___ • • Tones County 
98 ____ MftcbeU & Pnngllorn 
28 ____ Ounent & Dearborn 
28 __ ~. Chas. l\f. Reed 
28 ...• S. S. Jones 
28. __ _ l\f . Cortwright 
28 __ __ E:lisa Goodman 
2g ____ S . S. Jones 
28 ••• c M. Cortwrfgbt 

Des cription . 

23 
23 
23 
27 
27 
31 
31 
Bl 
51 
31 
31 
2:"', 
35 
:{fi 

35 
3 
7 

11 
J:'i 
10 
1 !) 
19 
rn 
JO 
19 
23 
23 
23 
2.1 
23 
23 
27 
31 
31 
31 
:n 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
31 
3ri 
.'15 
35 
.'lfi 
iiii 
Wi 
23 
27 
27 
m. 

LAND DEPARTMENT 

TABLE NO 15-Contlnuc,ct. 

86 
i'G 
81) 

86 
8fl 
86 
8 (', 
80 
8() 
8G 
86 
8{! 
86 
80 
8(j 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
87 
8(1 
8/l 
f'fS 
8() 

80 

4-2 
42 
4,9 
42 
42 
4-2 
·12 
42 
.1,z 
42 
4-2 
42 
4,2 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
4.2 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
•J.2. 
42 
4-2 
4-2 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
<1 2 
42 
42 
43 
,13 
4.1 
43 
,13 

80 
so 
40 
40 
.w 

HJO 
149, 13 

40 
67 .95 
40 

100 
rno 
l(j{) 

160 
160 
633 .24 
60] 
640 
(itQ 

160 
H 4 .2:l 
142 .05 

40 
so 
40 

]60 
160 
160 
80 
40 
40 

640 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 
60.18 
40 
40 
69.]8 
40 

lCO 
320 ' 
160 

40 
40 
·!O 
,JO 
40 

](l(l 

80 
40 

o,io 

I 
1 

_ •. ,, 

I "'"· . 1Sii9 . 
! 18'.,!J , 

j ~~!!: 
lSfiD, 
1859. 
1850 , 
lS'i!l , 
]859, 
1850, 
1859, 
1859, 
l&iO , 
18:.0. 
1sr,n. 
1Sii9 , 
18fi9, 
1801, 
1861, 
J&ll. 
186] , 
1861 
185!): 
1861, 
1859, 
] 85!), 
lS59, 
185H, 
1859, 
ISiifJ, 
18:i!l , 
]SM), 
l 85l), 
1/3[,9 
JSfiH: 
1859, 
l&n, 
J8;i9, 
185f1, 
1861. 
1859 , 
18!;!!, 
1€01, 
186], 
185H , 
l8"i9 . 
J &J!J, 
185!1, 
JS/)]. 
18r<l 
18~!): 

Date To \\them 

Nov. 2.S ___ II ~.I. Cor.hvrfirM 
Nov ~~- - -- M. ~"or~.wriitht 
Nov . .::~--- - M . ('() rlwrlght 
~~~>. :,s ___ -1 L. D . V. Ain i-I.on 

_:8 .• . - / M. Cortwright 
N ov. ~8 . . __ l!. H Hart 
Nov. 28 ___ _ s . . s. ,l o nPs 
.Nov . 28 ___ _ .;::_ s_ .J o1u•g 
:\ov. ?EL ___ 8. s . .lofws 
No ,, 28 ____ -;_ S . . lone,, 
Nov. 28 ____ H. H. Hntt 
Nov. 28 ____ M. o. F.oton 
Nov. 2~- - -- (). l. 11.ko. 
Nov• 28 ___ _ Ell j nh nu~il 
Nov. ZS ____ · L·. n. v. Mu son 
Nov. 11J ___ _ Chu~. M. lh•l'c'I 
Nov. J9 ____ M. Cort.wright 
Nov. H) ___ _ L. D . V . MiHm-n 
May l(L ____ ,Jones C'o11nty 
:May 16 __ __ .forh'S OountJ' 
1\.1ai· 16 ___ _ J nnC'.s County 
May Hl ____ .T o,ws Oonnty 
May 10 ____ .Jones Oonnty 
Nov. lD _ -- . ll. Hnndllll 
Moy JG ____ Jones Oonnty 
Nov. l!L • • . C h ns. M. Hecrl 
Nov. ]!} _ ___ Chas. M. Hee<J 
Nov. l !L ___ Ohns . M . Heed 
Nov. 10 ___ _ Chns. M. Hef'<'.l 
No,7

•• J!, ____ C h as, 1\:t . Hce<l 
Nov. H} __ __ 1;:d . M,•ntfoll 
Nov. H..I ____ S . S .• Jones 
Nov. l!L ___ w. T. Goo.-Jhuo 
Nov. ]!) __ _ _ \¥. ·r. Goocth1.H~ 
Nov . 10 ____ W. T . Goodhue 
Nov. UL ___ E. 1.,011niing-
No,T. 10 __ __ \"Vn1. 'r. Ooodhuo 
May IC, ___ • lone;; Ooim t,, 
Nov. HJ._ __ W. 'I' . Good hue 
Nov. ]!) ____ W. 'l'. Ooodlrno 
May ]fl ___ _ .Tonf!"B Cou1n1r 
Nov . 19 __ __ \-V. •,r. Ooodhuo 
Nov. l !L ___ E. Len1uing 
!\-fuy 16 ___ ._ Jon e-s Oounty 
.May rn ___ _ -lones County 
Nov. 10 __ __ A. c-: . Hoot 
Nov. ]!) ____ .T. .T. Ht>ber 
Nov. J!) ___ _ :r . ..J. llnher 
Nov . 10 . . • . A n. Ho,)t 
.May Hi ___ _ .lorws ( )ouuty 
Nov . H'~-~- '4. H .. ToneN 
Nov-. 1!) __ __ fi. . k . • lon<"fl 

JF.5) , 
1859, 

.Nov. HL _ .... s. fi . .J'O.fl('S 
Nov. 10 • .. . 'i. S. Jones 

!-------·----·•-----Total ____ ____ ----1 __ . _______ , ___ 21,757.87 ____ __ • __ __ ____ _ 

39 

'-~---------- ~-----
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ABANDONED RIVER CHANNELS, SAND 
BARS OR ISLANDS 

Chapter 212 of t h e acts of the Thirt}'•first General ~ssembly, aut~orizes 
~ l 1 of •·tand be tween high wa ter ma1 le and 

the survey, appra1semen i. anc sa e , ·a 1 t m where such 
the cente r of the fol'mer channel o f any na\ i.,ab e s rea , . d 
channel has been abandoned, so that it is no longer _cap~lJle ofd usl~• tn d 
is not likely again to be used, for th e purposes of nav1gat1on, ~n a . an 
within such abandoned river channels , and all bars or islands lil the chan
nels of navigable streams not hereto fore surveyed or platted by the United 
States or the state of Iowa, and all within the jurisdiction of the state of 

Iowa ." 

BRASSFIELD 'S ISLA.KD. 

In J a nuarv, 1912, c. J . Hawley of Sergeant B luff, Iowa,_made applicati~n 
for the sale ;f the south end of Brassfield's Island in sectrnn two, tow~sb1p 

87 
No th of rau ge 48, w es t of the 5th p_ 1L, in "\Voodbury county, sa1?. to 

co~tai: a bout seven acr es. On J anuary 30, 1912, Martin Holmvi g, of S ioux 
City a "S urveyor was apJ;ointed by the secretary of st a te to survey _and plat 
the iand applied for . On February 17, 1912, Mr. Holmvig filed lus r ep_ort 
of survey, together with the pla t an d field notes of the su rvey: showing 

11 22 acres in the tract. On July 5, 1912, a ppraisers were appomted who 

0~ July 6, 1912, appraisf:d the land at $11.00 per acre. The sale is now 

pending. 

COUNCIL BLUFFS LAND. 

on April 14 1904, Cb2.s. R. Hannan, of Council Bluffs, Iowa , made appli; 
cation for the ,tlUrcliase of a certain sand bar or island in the channel~ 
the Missouri river west of and opposite to sections t en (10) and fifteen (lo) 

in township seventy-four (74) north, range forty-four (44) w est of the ~th 
principal meridian in Pottawattamie county, Iowa, and nor th of '3ection 
sixteen (16} in said township; a lso all the land comprising t he channel 

LA ); D D EPAHTllE :-IT 4.1 

of t:he Missouri river and san d bars 01· islands In such channel in the north 
part of "Section twen ty-eight ( 28 ) , township seventy-five ( 75 ) north , range 
forty-four (44 ) west of t he 5th P. l\L , Pottawattamie county, Iowa, and all 
-such land north a nd northwest of sa id section , being nil of the land com
pr is ing th e channel of the !\-Ussouri ri ve r nnd the is la.nds or sand bars in 
such channel i n t he bend 1malc by s ucb river in the n orth part a nd nort h 
a nd northwest of said section on and prior t.o t he time of the so-call ed 
cut-off in s nill river channel in the spring of 1877, the same being a strip 
of land in somewha t the shape of a horseshoe. The tracts of land covered 
by the a ppl ication contai ned an e~timated a rea of t\velve hundred (1200) 
acres. 

On 11·Jay 4, 1904, the secretary of s tate appointed T homas T ostevin, county 
su rveyo r of PottawaUam ie county, to survey the lands covered by this ap
plication ; because of his. being unable to do the ,vork at that Ume, L. P. 
Judson, surveyor , was appointed on July 19, 1904, ancl commenced to sur 
vey the lands July 21, 1904. On October 3, 1904, Smith McPherson, ju dge 
of the United States district court for the southern district of Iowa, order ed 
t he issuance of temporary writs of injunction against the secretary at 
state and the surveyor doing anyth ing fu r ther toward t11e survey, ap• 
J)raisement or sa le of these lands. On Ja nuary 13, 1.905, these wr its were so 
motlified as t o permit tlie completion of the "S urvey, hut the surveyor was 
ordered not to file the field notes of the survey with or i n the office of the 
secr etary of state of Iowa, or w ith or in the office of the }and commissioner 
of Jowa. 

After the passage of tb e act of the 31st general assembly r elating to 
this subject, the secretary of state received three notices of ownership ot 
a portion of the lands covered by t his application; one was fil ed Apr il 10, 
190G, by John A. Scott, agent and attorney for Samuel Carr, Grafton St. 
L. Abbott and Charles F r ancis Adams, and embracing practically all the, 
lands in t ownship seventy-five (75) , nort h of range forty-rour (4 4), covered 
by t he application, except a certain r ight of way; the two others were filed 
Aprll 13 and May 15, 1906, by the attorney for the Omaha Bridge and 
Terminal Railway, and embracing the right of way of saicl company across 
the lands jn township seven ty~five (75) north of range forty-four (44). 

On April 14, HIOG, a notice of injunction was -served upon the secretary 
of state restraining him from t aking any action under the new law, rela
tive to the appraisement and sale ot said lands. 

The· Omaha Bridge and Terminal Railway Company, by a. stipulation 
wit h the att orney gem~ral of Jowa, agreed to pay the state $5,000 for 
28.226 ac res of land in which t hey were interested and dismiss t h eir act ion 
in the case. The money was received by the state an d patent issued to 
the company June 27, 1907. The other plaint iffs in the suit went to trial 
and a decision was r endered in the United States dis trict court adverse 
to the cla ims of the state and JeS'Sle W. Hannan, who was a grantee of 
Cha r les R. Hannan, the applicant for purchase of the lands from the state. 

The state and J essie W . Hannan appea led the case to the Circuit Court 
9f Appeals, and on October 20, 1911, the decision of the United States dis-
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tri ct cour t w~s by the Circu i !· Court of Appeals affirmed. The deci'sion is 

r eported in Vol. 191 of t he J;'cderal Repo rter at page 257. 

Because of the impor tance of thi s decision the full t ext is h erew ith a11-

1>endcd. 

ST ATS OF JOWA Y. CARR et al. 

HANNA N v. SAi't'lE. 

(Cir cuil Cou r t of A1meals, E ig ht~ Cire:ui t. October 20, rnn.) 

Xos. 2,9::ri , 2,937. 

(SyUa.1ws hy the Court.) 

l. '.\JA\" IC,\II LI~ \-Vx n :1:s (§§ 36. 44*)-L.\NDS U.Nl)E ll YVATI::R- ACCJU:TIONS

OW?\J-:It S ll l i'- R,11.t: s OF DECTS IO.X, 

The sc~ttled decisious or th e courts of a state and its laws which in
frin ge no 1·i ght secured by the Constitution of tbe United States, or by 
the general or commercial law, determ ine t he Litle t o the beds of navi
gable st reams and t he extent of t he rights of riparian owners to ac
cretions to their lands in that state. 

2. ~.\\'/G,\J:LF. \VA'fl':RS (§ 36*) -LA i\" l}S U:XDF.R \'\7ATE R-OWi'-F:TISH I P. 

It is the law of Iowa, es tablished by un iform decisions of its h igh
est judicial t ribun a l, that the Lille of riparian owners upon the shores 
of navigable streams therein extends to high-water marlc only and 
that the s tate is the owner of the beds of such streams. 

3 . N AVl0,\llLE W_11.n:us (§ 42*)-RT r,\ IHA-X RIOJITS-Tl1.'L£ TO I S LA ]>:DS. 

The title to an island which springs up in the bed of a navigable 
stream vests in th(' owner of that part of the bed upon which the 

land forms. 

4. NAVIC,\nU: WATERS ( § 44*) -R11~ARL\X R1CHTS-Acc1n :r10N A:'iD Rl~f.lC· 

TION. 

The t it le to land which, by natural ancl gradual erosion fr om one 
bank of a river and gm.dual and natural a ccretion to the opposite 
bank, becomes attached to t he latter aml r ises above high-water ma.rk, 
vests in the owner of t he latter bank, and t he title to la.nd which 
by gradual and natural accretion attaches itself to an island vests in 
the owner of the island. 

5. NAVIGAULI:! WATEllS ( § 45* )-RlP,\R[AN RI01ITS-AVULS10:S-. 

But, where, by an avulsion, a river suddenly abandons its former 
channel, and never returns to it, the titles to the is lands in, to the 
bed, and to the banks of the abandoned channel rema in fixed where 
they were at the time of thB avuls ion. 

6 . Bou::-nARTBS (§ 48*)-DETERlllI NA.TION-ACQUIESCENCE OF PARTIES . 

Where the lands of resl)ective owners adjoin, and for many years 
one, with the silent acquiescence of the other, has had possession and 
occupation to a certain lin~ betwee.n them claiming title, these facts 
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cons ti tute strong e\·itlence o f the correctness of the line. and that 
li ne shou ld be taken as Lil e correct line in the absence· of persuas ive 
coun te rvailing evidence. 

7. Arr1a:,,r. A.:---n E 1rnoR (§ 1 009*) -REVJt:w-QuESTIONS OF FA C'r-FernINCS 

RY CJTA"i'\"Cl:J,LOIL 

·when a court of equi ty has considered conflicting evidence and 
made a ·findin g anJ decree, it is presumptively right, and un less some 
obvious erro r of law has intP.rvened, or some serious mistake of fac t 
has been macle, t b.e find ing and decree must be permitted to stand. 

8. EQ UI TY (§ 85"')-L DUT,\ T IOX OF A.CTJ0XS (§ 11'~)-0rEJUTION AS TO 

S T,\ T P. on 'KA'l'IO::-. . 

Nei ther limitation nor Jaches founded on mere dela y bars a state 
or t he nation from :naintainfng suits to preserve and enforce its just 
r ights. 

9 . E STOPPEL (§ 62*)-EQUITADI.8 ESTOPPEt.-ESTOl'Pli:J. AGAI::-i.':JT PUDLlC. 

In a controversy between t he rights of a state or nat ion a nd t hose 
of a ci ti zen. wh ile the state or nation is not barred by mere delay, 
its rights a.re measured and adjud icated by t he doctrin e of esto1)pel 

and the othe1· principles and rul es of Jaw and equity app licable to 
the li k.e righ ts of a citizen under similar circumstances. 

1 0 . E STOl"t"EI, (§ 62*) -EQUITABLE ES'fOPPET,-ESTOPPEL AGAINSl' PUBLIC. 

The equitable claims of a state or nation appeal to the conscience 
of a chancellor ,vith the s:ame, but with no greater or less, force than 
would those of a private citizen, and, barring the effect of mere de• 
lay, t hey are judicable in a court of chancery, to whose jurisdiction 
the state or nation voluntar ily submits t hem, by every principle and 
rul e of equity applicable to the r ights of private citizens under like 
ci1•cumstances. 

11. ESTOf> l'EL ( § 62*)-E QUlT,\ ULE E STOPI'l-ili-ESTOPI'EL A GAINST PUJJLIC

GnOUJ\"llS-TITLF- TO LAND. 

By an avulsion of the Missouri river whatever foundation there 
ever was to the claim of the state of Iowa to any land in controversy 
a rose in 1877. I t ga.ve no notice of and took no action to enforce any 
such claim until 1904, when it passed an act to sell abandoned river 
beds and islands therein to the fi rst a])plican t, and Hannan imme• 
diately applied to buy. The plaintiff.s and their granters had then 
been in possession of the land in controversy for mo1·e than 20 
years. During this time the state had Jevied and collected taxes 
upon th is land as theirs and had acquiesced in their DOssession, and 
the plaintiffs and their granters had paid the taxes and bad made 
costly improvements upon the Ia.nd. 

Held: There was no equity in the claim of the stat e and it was 
estopped frorri maintaining this claim by these facts. "Nothing can 
call a court of equity into activity but conscience, good faith and 
reasonab1e di1igence." 
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Appeal from the circuit cour t of the United States for the southern 

dist rict of Iowa . 

In E quity. Suit by Samuel Carr and others agains t Cbar]es R. Hannan 
and ot hers, a nd the sta t~ of Iowa intervenes. F rom a decree for complain
ants , intervener and .Tessie " ' · Hanna n, a gra ntee of defendant Charles R. 
H an nan. appeal. A ffirm ed. 

Jacob Sims (H . W. Byers, Atty. Gen. , on t he brief), fo r a ppell ants. 
Edgar I-I. Scott (Lodowick I?. Crofoot, on th e brief) , fo r appellees. 

Be fore SANDORN and VAN DEVANTER, Circuit Judges, and POL

LOCK, Dist ric t Judge. 

SAN'BORN, Circuit Judge. The state of Iowa and J essi e W. Hannan, 
who is the grantee o·f Charles R. Hannan, one of the orig inal de fendants , 
appeal from a dec ree of the circuit court which quiets t he title or the 
comp1alnants below t o t he lands which are the subject of this suit , and en
joins t he cl efenclnnts and the state of I owa. w hich intervened in t h e suit, 
(r om claiming or assert ing any title thereto adver se to tha t of the com
plainan t s and fr om clouding their title by surveys, reports , or convey
ances. T he comp laint vf the ap1>ellants here js that t he cour t below fail ed 
to fi nd that the land in controve t·sy was an island which sprang up be
t ween 1S51 and 1867 in t he Iowa part of the he el o f the Missouri river and 
accretions the reto, t hat a a lso fa iled to fi nd that t his land was a l)art of tbE 
Iowa sha re of the old bed of the Missouri ri ver whi ch was abandoned dur
ing the fl ood of 1877, and that, on the other lrnnd, the court found that 
this la nd consi'sted of gradual and natural accretions between 1851 and 
1877 to the land on the Iowa shore of the river to which t he complainants 
and their immediate and remote granters had held the title from the 
United States for many :real's, 

The la nd here in controversy is a part of the bottom lands round about 
the Missouri ri\•e r between Council Bluffs and Omaha. In 1851 that river 
as tt came down from the north turned from its souther ly course near 
Council Blu ffs and fl owed for a distance o f about four miles in a westerly 
direction ac ross the bottom lands between the higher banks, and then 
turned aga in t owa rd t be Gulf of Mexico and swept on south erly. In the 
year 1851 a su ney of the land on the easterly or Iowa shore of the river 
was made, the mea nder Jine of that bank was 1·un a nd fixed by the Un ited 
States, an<l upon t hat survey the patents to the land on the Iowa side of 
the r iver were based. In 1856 a survey of the la nd on the west shore of 
the river was made by the United States, the meander line ot that bank 
was run and fixed, and the pat ents to the land on the Nebra ska shore wers 
based upon the latter survey. The complainants and their immediate and 
remote grantors had acquired the title, patented in part by the United 
Stat es and in part by the state of Iowa under a grant by the United States 
to that state, of all the lands material to this controversy bordering upon 
the river upon the ea'St and south as it flowed when these surveys were 
made. Between 1851 and 1877 the r iver gradua1ly washed away the sand 
and soil on. the Iowa side and crowded its channel to the south at a point 
ca11ed Busha's Bend on its way across the valley, and at the same time 
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at a point wester ly of Busha·s Bend it gradually and natur alJy cut away 
the soil on t he )lebraska s ide and mo,·cd its channel to the north until in 
1877 i. t fl owed in the for m of an oxbow from Bm:ha's Bend norther ly a nd 
then westerly a nd then southerly around a la rge t rac t of land from 500 t o 
J,000 acres in e xtent. On J uly S, 1S77, d ur ing a freshet. th is river cu t 
acro~s the neck of lh is oxbow, forever a bandoned its old bed in that bow 
and fl owed on to the south. There is within t his oxbow a triangular 
tract of Jand o f several hundred acres in exte11t which ,vas not disturbed 
by the wa nder)ngs of t he channel of thi s river ancl to wh ich t he s t ate makes 
no claim . On the nort herly and westerly ,;ides or th is t l'iangular tract 
and within the outer line of the oxbow formed by th e a bandoned channel 
of t he river lies a tract of land several hundred acres in extent which ,ms 
gradually and naturally made during t he years bet,veen 1851 and 1877, 
by the ,vas ilin g away of the soil and sand on the Nebraska shore of the 
r i ver, and the natural and gradual accretion of sand ancl soil either to the 
Iowa shore of the river or to an isl and tha!: sprang UD in the I-awa 11art of 
the bed of the s tream. The land in controversy is a part of this accreted 
tract. The complainants and their grantors had been i n possession of sub
stantia ll y al l of the land in controversy and had been pay ing taxes upon 
it to t h0 sta te of Jowa ;;.nd to the county in which it is s ituated for more 
than 20 year::. before t he s tate or a ny of the defendan ts ever made claim 
to it. During th is t ime t hey had spent many tens or thousands of dollars 
building s tree ts . rail roads, and ot her im1novements UllO!l it without any 
notice from the state or the defendants or any denial by the s tatP. or any 
of the defendan ts of t11eir t itle to it. T hey cla im t itle ( 1) by their long 
con tinuous adverse possession, ( 2) by the acc r etion of t his land to the 
Jan cl-e on t h e $bore of the r iver to which th ey hold title from the United 
States, and ( 3 ) by the estoppel of the s tate from claiming title to this land 
hy r eason of the state's long acquiescence in thei r tHle and possession by 
reason of its levy and collection of t axes on this disputed la11d as the 
pro1rn1·t~r of t he complainants and by reason of tbe state'·;; fa ilure to give 
not ice of its c'Ja.i m ,vhile they wel'e making th ese expens ive improvements 
rrn d pay ing their taxes upon it. The state claims tit le t o it (1) on the 
ground that it is an ac~retion to an island which arose be tween 1851 and 
1867 on the Iowa pa.rt oi the bed of the river and lay along the northerly 
and westerly side of, but separated by navigable wa ter from, t he t riangular 
tract wbose title is not challenged and ( 2) on the g round that this land 
is the Iowa part of the abandoned bed of the r iver. The defendant Hannan 
claims the preference r ig'ht to purchaw the title of the- state by virtue of 
a first application to buy it and the payment of a pa rt of the purchase 
price therefor by her g,·antor, Charles R. Hannan, in April , 1904, under 
chapter 185, Session Laws of Iowa for that year. If t11e state has no equit
ab le titl e to this land superior to the equitable rights of t he complainants, 
Hannan bas none, hence the claims of the s tate wm :first be considered. 

In N ebraslca v, Iowa, 143 U, S. 359, 12 Sup. Ct. 39,6, 36 L. Ed. 186, the 
supreme court decided that the line between the two state·::: was uot changed 
by the sudden abandonment of the oxbow by the river in 1877, but t hat it 
r emained the center of the old channel although there was no water in it , 
and pursuant to that decis ion the line between the states of Iowa and Ne~ 
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hraska throughout the oxbow was surveyed and established in that suit. 
The, adjudication of tha: line in that case, however, is not res adjudicata 
in the suit in hand because the complainants '.Vere not parties to that 
suit. 

I l] 'fh,2 settled dccisiorn; of the courts of a state and its laws which 
Infringe no right secur,,d by the constitution of the Ur,ilerl States, or !Jy 
the general or c,omnwrdal law. dct<ffmine t he title to the beds of navig
able flt.rr,ams and the extent of th(~ rights of riparian ownnrs to accretions 
t:o their land;; In that state. Barney v. Keolrnk, 91 U. S. :324, ::l38, a :39 , 24 
L. Wd. 224; Hardl.n v. Jordan, HO U. S. :n1, 380-, 11 Sup. Ct. 808 , 838, :35 L. 
Ed. 428; Knlght v. U. S. Land Association, 142 U. S. ltH, 12 Sup. Ct. 258, 
85 L BJ<l. H74 ; Hard in v. Shedd, HJO U. S. f,08, fi19, 23 Sup. Ct. 685. 47 L. 
E:d. 1156; Harrison v. l<'He, 1.48 FC(L 781, 78:l, 78 C. C. A. 447, 449; Hall v. 
Hohr.i.rt, 18fl I•'ecL 426, 428, 108 C. C. A. 348. 

12] It ls the law of Iowa, rntab lished by uniform decisions of its high
est judicial tribunal, that t he title of riparian owners upon the shores of 
:navigable streams therein extcnd,s to high-water mark only and that the 
state is the owner of the beds of such streams. McMa.nus v. Carmichael, 
3 Iowa, l; Tomlin v. Dubuque H .. R. Co., 32 Iowa, 106, 1 A.m. Rep. 176; 
Barney v. Keokuk, 94 U. S. 324, 3:l8, 339, 24 L. Ind. 224; Hardin v. Jordan, 
HO U. S. 371, 380, 11 Sup. Ct. 808, 838, 35 L. Ed, 428. 

[3] The tit.lee to an ls land which springs up In the bed of a navigable 
stream vests in the owner of that part of the bed upon which the land 
forms. :Bigelow v. Hoover, 8fi Iowa, 161, 52 N. W. 124, :rn Am. St. Rep. 296; 
Smith v. Mllh~t\ 105 Iowa, 688, 70 N, W. 123, 75 N. W. 49\); Holman v. 
Hodge,~, 112 Iowa, 714, 84 N. Vi/. 950, 58 L. H.. A. 673 , 8•! Am. St. Rep, 367; 
1 Atneri.can & l<}nglish Ency 1. of Law ( 2d Erl.) 475; 3 Kerr on Real Prop
erty, 2294, 

1:4] '£'he title to land Whkh by natural and gradual erosion from one 
·oank of a rivt,r anrl gradual and natural accretion to the opposite bank 
becomes attached to Urn latter and rises above high-water mark, vests in 
the owner of tlle l11ttnr bank, and the title to land which by gradual and 
ntttural accretion attaches itself to an island vests in the owner of the 
island. New Orleans v. United States, 10 Pet. 6G2, 717., 9 L. E d . 573 ; 

V. Soular-d, 24 How. 41, 16 L. IM. 604; Banks v. Ogden, 2 \Vall. 57, 
L. Ind. 818; Sau let v. Slwplierd, ,1 \\fall. 502, 18 L, E.:C1. 442 ; County of 

St. Chtir v. Lov\ngston, 2,l Viall. 46, 23, L, Ind. 59; Jefferis v. East Omaha 
Li\lld Oo,, 134 S. 178, 10 Sup. Ct. 518, 33 L. E el . 872; Nebra·o.ka v. Iowa, 
lA::t U . S. 85fl, fl 60, 12 Sup. Ct. 396, 36 L. Ed. 1..86; lHissouri v. Nebraska, 196 
U .. S. 23, 25 Sup. Ct. 155, 49 L. IM. 372; Washington v. Oregon, 214 
s. 205, 215. 29 Sttjl. CL 6'l1, 53 L. Ii1d, 96:J; McManus V. Carmichael, 3 Iowa, 
1; Tomlin v. D. B. & lvL It. IL Co., 32 Iowa, lOG, 7 Am. Rep. 176; Cooley v . 
Oolden, Mo. 23 s. w. 100', 21 L. R. A. 300. 

[5] But Where, by an a-vnlsion, a river suddenly abandons its former
chttniiel and mwel' l'l~tmns to it, the titles to the islands in, to the bed, and 
to t.hc banks a l' the abandoned channel remain fixed where they were at 
the time of the aVulsiou.. Nebraska v. Iowa, H3 U. s. 359, 361, 12 Sup. 

LAKD DEPAHT1lENT 41 

Ct. 39G, :rn L. Ed. 1811; Coo ley v Golden, 117 Mo. ,l3, 23 S. W. 100,. 21 L. R 

A. :300. 

A very large pt'oportion. if not all, of the land in 
suit Jay on the north and west of that part of t he 
which th(, plaintiffs h.ad title from the United States, 

controverny in this 
triangular tract to 
If an isl a nd sprung 

up in tbe Iowa part of the bed of the stream between 1851 and !8H7 prtLe
tical!y all this land was an accrction to that island prior to the avulsion 
in 1877, and, under the rules of law which have now been stated , the 
property of the state of Iowa. But if t here was no such island this land 
was an accretion lo the Iowa bank , and it was the property or t he plain· 
tiffs. The great question ln the case then,fo1·e was whet.her or not. an 
island arose on the I owa part of the bed of the river on t he. north and we-st 
of the triangular tract between 1851 and 1877, and to that issue tilmost ex• 
clusi vcly the evidence, the briefs, a11d the arguments in the eourt below 
and in this court have been addressed. 

[ 11] The evi<lE,nce upon this issue consists of a gtt,at many maps, 
blueprints and photographs and of more than 700 printed pages or testi
mon v. As usual in c.a:3CS where the ownership of valuable property de• 
p("nci's upon th,,; location and condition of the bed of such a ~vanclerii1g 
river as the Missouri inore than 35 years bc0 fore the witnesses testified, 
this evidence is conflicting. No adequate recital of it would be perrnis-sible 
within the reasonable limits of an opinion of this court , and a review of 
it would be useless because evidence like that before us will probably never 
be produced in any subsequent case and the deeision upon the question of 
fact it elucidates ean never be drawn into precedent. All this evidence, 
all the briefs and arguments of counsel, have been patiently and delibot0 

ately examined by r,ach of t h e members of this court, and it has reaehed 
the same conclusion as did the court below, that there never was an island 
on the Iowa part of the bed of the Missouri river between 1851 and 1877 

011 the north o r west of the triangular tract and that the land In contro
versy acci·eted to the Iowa shore of the river by the gradual and natural 
deposit by the stream of sand and soil a.galnst .and upon it prior to the 
avulsion of 1877. This conclusion disposes of the main tssue in this case, 
the issue to which all the evidence seems to have been dit'ected, and to 
which all the evidence seems to have been directed, and to which counsel 
for the appellants addressed nearly all their arguments a.nd Hl2 out of 

164 pages of their briefs. 
They did, however, assert, and they still insist, that the. decree below 

was erroneous ''because by the pe1·manent change in_ the channel of tl10 

Mi.ssouti river by avulsion in 1877, as set forth. i11 the pleadings a:1d shown 
by the evidence, the title to all the land i11 controversy b.~tween 111gh•w~ter 
mark and the center or thread of the channel, as it existed at the time, 
vested absolut ely in the state of Iowa, and the court erred .in not so flu d ing 
and deciding." Conceding that the title to the . ltind in the_ abandoned 
channel between high-water mark on. the Iowa side and the middle thread 
of the river at the t ime of the avulsion waI; vested in the state thereby, 
yet the d:icree was right unless t he proof. before the court below was that 
the land in controversy was a part of Iowa's share of the abandoned bed. 



18 REPORT OF SECRETARY OF STATE 

Possession is prima facle ev idence of title to real estate. The undisputed 
testimony that the complainants and their grantors had been in continu"" 
ous possession of the land in question in this suit for more than 20 years 
befo re t11e state made any claim to it, that during that time the state had 
levied and they had paid taxes upon it as their land and had made im
provmnents upon it at an expense of many tens of thousands of dollars, 
was competent, and, in the absence of countervailing evidence, adequate 
proof of title· to the property in the complainants and of the· fact mat it 
·was not a part of the state's share of the abandoned channel of the riv-e r. 

[6J Moreover, the arguments a nd the briefs leave no doubt that a very 
large proportion, if not all, of the land in con troversy is ou tside of the 
abandoned r iver channe l, and thls fact red uces the issue here to a mere 
question of the correctness of the boundary lines of the complainants' 
propei-ty, according to wh ich t hey have held undisputed posses;;ion, paid 
taxes and made costly improvements claiming title with the silent a-equi
escence of the state for more than 20 yearn, and brings this portion of 
the case under the reii.sonable and salutary rule of evidence that such facts 
constitute strong proof of the accuracy of the boundary lines, a rule which 
ptevalls in the state of Iowa and is stated by its sup1·eme court in these -
words: 

"\Vtll,out -any referen ce to the doctri.ne of title by adverse possession, 
the fftct that a party owning- a tract or land h as for many years occupied 
lrnd Chtlnrna up to a patticula r line aR the true boundary, and th e owner of 
tlrn ,uljolnlrig' tract hus si lentl y ;,cqu!csced thero in. ls a circumstance 
stt·ongly- tending to nhO\V the correctnes$ of th e clailn: H.nd in th e absencl~ of 
othEr controlling c i rcumstances th e l ine so indicated s hould be tal~en as the 
true atvl slon betwoen the respoctlve premises." 

Coi'oy v. City Of Fort Dodge, 118 Iowa, 743, 747, 92 N. W. 704, 705 an.d 
cases there cited. In -view of these facts, of this rule of law and of the 
evidence of title which the long-continued possession in accordance with 
these boundary line-s produced, the burden was thrown Upon the state in 
the court below to show where, In what respect and to what extent, if at 
an, these boundary lin<>B were incorrect, and where the true lines were 
between the plaintiffs' land and the state's part of the abandoned channel 
of the rivei', 'l'he court below considered all the evidence in the case 
upon thl.s subj.ect, found that t11e state had not successfully borne this 
burden, that the boundary lines in accordance with which the plaintifr,; 
am1 their grantors had occupied and improved w·ere the true boundary lines 
of tbeir l)ro11erty and confirmed their title in accordance therewith. 

[7] This is a suit in -0q_uity, Ancl wh en a court of equity has considered · 
confllcting evidence, and made a finding and decree, it is presumptively 
correct, ttm1, unless . some obvious error of law has intervened or some ser
ious mistake of fact has been made, the finding or decree must be per
roHted to .stand. Kimberly v. Arms, 129 U. S. 512, 9 Sup. Ct. 355, 32 L. Ed-
764; 'rili!;lrn'lan. v. Proctor, 125 U.S. 136, s Sup. Ct. 894, 31 L. Eu. 664; Fur
rer v. FerNs, 145 u: S. 132, 134, 12 Sup; Ct. 821, 36 L. Ed. 649; Warren v . 
Bllrt, 7 ()• C. A. 105; 110, 58 Fed. lOl, 106; Paxson v. Brown, 10 C. c. A. 
135, 144, Ul F'ed. 874, 879; Stuart v. Hayden, 18 C. C. A. 618, 623, 72 Fed. 
402, 407; Fitchett v. Blows, 20 C. C. A. 286, 290, 74 Fed. 47, 51; Coder v. 
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Arts, 82 C. C. A. 91. 94, 152 Fed. 943 , 946, 15 L. R. A. (N. S.) 372. The bur• 
den in this court is therefore u pon the state to show from the r ecord of 
the evidence that tb e court below made a setious mistake in i ts finding o-f 
this issue of fact. To bear thi-s burden it presses u110n our attention a 
certain blueprin t mark.eel "Exhibit No. 9," the testimony of tho sutveyor 
who made it and Allen's Suburban map. Exhibit No, 9 has a, line upon it 
·which fixes, with refer ence to the government surveys, the boundary line 
throughout the oxbow between Iowa and Nebraska which was established 
by the decree in Nebraska v. Iowa. 14.3 U. S. 359. 12 S up . Ct. 396, 36 L . Ed. 
18G. There are also upon this exhibit numerous lines upon each -s ide of 
this boundary line drawn to portray Cut-Off Lake as it existed in 1904 
when th e s urveyor made th is map, but these lin12s are not fixed with ref• 
erence to the lines of the government surveys, nor do they purport to rap
r esent the river or its h ig h or low water mark in or prior to the year 
1877 _ Moreover, Cut-Off Lake is not identical in extent with the river a.s 
it flowed around the oxllow in that year. It occupies but a part of the 
abandoned channel and the record does not show what part. A comparison 
of the boundary lines of the land in controversy which was possessed and 
occupied by the plaintiffs with the description of the boundary line between 
the states upon this Exhibit 9 d iscloses the fact that in some· cases the 
boundary Jines of the land in controversy coincide for different distances 
with this boundary line between the states, and if there was any substan
tial evidence where the high-\vater mark of the river as It flowed through 
the oxbow was in 1877, and that the boundary line between the states 
marked on th is exhibit was the middle line of the stream. at that time, 
there might be some dat a here from which the deduction could be justly 
drawn that the plaintiffs' boundary lines were incorrect and that they in
cluded some part of the Iowa patt of the abandoned bed. But the surveyor 
who made Exhibit No. 9 testified that he made the plat and the survey for 
it in the year 1904, that Cut-Off Lake was in a part of the old .river bed, 
but he ~owhere indicated what part of that bed it occupied, that he did 
not find or locate the river or its bed in 1877, except as it was shown by 
this Jake in 1904, that he never located the river, that he was one of the 
surveyors selected to locate the state boundary line in the case of .Ne
braska v. Iowa, that in doing so they did not look up or detarmit1e where 
tlle center line of the I'iver had been when it niti through the oxbow, but 
t hey ran the boundary line between the states from data furn ished to them 
from records in the courthouse in Pottawattamie county, and this line 
thus run was the boundary he drew artd described -in his blueprint Exhibit 
No. 9. Allen's Suburban map bears the date 1898. Neither that map nor 
the testimony of any witness concernlng it tends to show more definitely 
than the -evidence which has beqn already recited ,vhere the middle thread 
of the river as it flowed through the oxbow was at or prior to the avulsion 
in 1877. Neither of these exhibits shows, or purports to show, wbe~e the 
high-water mark of the river was on its Iowa side in 1877 at or pnor : 0 

the avulsion, and the entire record of this ease has been searched In vam 
for any evidence that locates it. In this state of the case there is no escape 
from the conclusion that the· state's evidence falls far short of showing 

4 
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that the court Uelow made any mistal<e o [ fact, when. in vlcw o f the plain
tiffs' possession for mor<.! t han 20 ycnrs . a nd hence their presumptive title 
to the land in controvers~·. i n accordance with the bounda l' y li nes they 
claimcll, o f 1he state's si l ence and acq11icscc11ce therein, o f its levy and the 
])lai nt iffs' paymeut of t&xes on t he lan d as their own anll of t hei r costly 
improvement thereof during this time, it concluded tbat there was no evi
dence in this wse snflir· irn t to prove th at t h eir 1.)ou11elal'y lines were incor
rect mid confirmed thci1· titl e. 

The e<1uily and righteousness o( the result to which t his stud y antl 
analys is o f th e cvi<ieu ee upon the direct issues i n t his c~se l rnds is demon
strated by othc1· cons ickra tions whkh th e record forces \IJJOD our atten
tio1~ . The avu lslo n that ,·c::.tl:d in the slate every cla im it evc l' had to any 
Jan el in or ai.Jou t the: o:~how occurred n.bon t .Jul y 8, 187 7. More than 26 
years vnssNl !Jc rore the state took any action that indicated any in tention 
to r-l a im any inl.erest therein. Mea nwhile the lantls in C'Olllro,,ersy were, 
fo r morn lim n 20 years, in JJ o£scssion of the p lain tiffs and their grnmors. 
T h £" y built stree ts, railwoys, buildings, a.n d other improvements upon them. 
The state taxed and trea ted th€m as the 1>roperty of the ))lainti1Is. Wi th
out uolicc 01· warning on the 13th day of At)l' il, 1904, the legislature of 
[owa. en ;\cLcd chapter 185 of t he Session Laws of that year lo the effect 
t hat all land betwee n h igh-water mar k and t he center of the abandoned 
clrnnu el of auy naviga ble stream, and a ll ba rs. islands, and land within 
such channels. should be sold to the person who should make written 
application t herefo r, shoulcl deposit 50 cents per acre, nncl should pay the 
bala11ce of: tile va lue t hereof after a survey ot' t he land n.1Hl a report of 
appraisers. On AJni l 14, 1904. Charles R. Hannan made hi s written appli
cation to purchase of the ·state all t he land within the outer Jines of the 
oxbow and deposited $1,000 in part payment of the pu rchase price of the 
tract. The state armoint ed L. P. Judson to su rvey this land, and the reafter 
in Octobe1:, 1904, the complainants exhibited thei r bill in th is suit against 
Hannan, Judson, and W. B. Martin, the secretary o f the State of Iowa, 
to enjo in them from clouding the com1>lainanls' tit.l e to the ]ands in con
troYersy by further proceedings under chapte1· 185. The state of Iowa was 
not a par ty to this s ui t and no attempt Vt'as ever made by the complainants 
to make it a party. On Marcb 2, 1907, upon the application of t1te Attorney 
General of the stale, the court permitted it to intervene, and thereupon 
it volunla1·ily flied its petition of inte rvent ion in which it alleged that it 
was the owner of the Jand here in controversy by vi rtue of its ownership 
of the alleged tsland and of its part o( the abandoned river bed. I t was 
then almost 30 years after its claim to any of this land first arose, and if 
it 'had been a private party its silence, acqt.1:iescence, and }aches would un
doubtedly have e·stopped it from asser ting any claim to this land aga inst 
these plaintiffs. Counsel for the appeJlants, however, invoke the general 
rule t hat neither by t he statute of limitations, nor by laches, does mere 
delay bar the sovereignty from maintaining its rights or from sustaining 
n. sui t to enforce them. United States v. Insley, 130 U. S. 263, 266, 9 Sµp. 
Ct. 485, 32 L. Ed. 968; United States v. Beebe, 127 U. S. 338, 344, 8 Sup. Ct. 
1083, 32 L. Ed. 121; United States v. Winona & St. P. R. R. Co., 67 Fed. 
969, 971, 15 C. C. A. 117, '119 ; United States v. Dalles Military Road Co., 
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140 U. S. 599, 632, 11 Sup. Ct. 988. 35 L. Ed. G60; City of Pella v. Scho1te. 
24 Iowa, 28::l, 95 Arn. Dec. 729; Davies v. Huebner, 45 rowa, 51,1, 5i i ; Man
a.tt _v. Starr, 72 Iowa, 677, 34 N. \V. 784. Th ey also contend that every sov
ereignty ls exempted from t hC! r ule of equitable estOl)Pe l. 

rs. 91 But the great weigh t of authority, the stronger reasons and the 
settl ed rule upon this subj ect In t he courts of the United States, is that, 
whi l!' mere delay does not, eith er by limi tation or Jachcs , of itself consti
t ute a bar lo su its and cla ims or a s tate or of the Un itecl State, yet, when 
a sovereig nty submits itself to i he jurisdiction of a court of equity ancl 
prays its nid, its c laims and rights arc judicable by ever y other lH'inciple 
and rule or equ ity applicable to the claims and rights or private parties 
under s imila r circumstances. 

[J O] 'I'h~ equ itable cla ims or a ~tate or of th e Un ited States appea l 
to the conscience of a chanceJJor with the same, bu t wit h no greater or 
lEss force than would those o( an individual under li ke circumstances. 
United States v. Stinson, 197 U. S. 200, 204, 205, 25 Sup. Ct . 426, 49 L. Ed. 
724 ; Uni ted Stat€s v. Detroit Timber & Lumber Co., 67 C. c. A. 1, 10, 131 
Feel. GGS. 677; Uni~ecl States v. Chicago, M. & St. P. Ry. Co. (C. C.) 172 
Fed. 271, 276; Umted States v. Chandler-Dunbar Water Power Co. 1:52 
~•ed. 25, 26, 27, 37, 38, 40, 41, 81 C. C. A . 221, 222, 223, 233, 234, 236, 237; Un
ited States v. Stinson, 125 Fed. 907, 910, 60 C. C. A. 615, GIG; Herman on 
Estoppcl, §§ 676, 677; State of Michigan v. Jacl,son, L. & S. R. Co., lG c. c. 
A. 345, 351, 69 Fed. 116, 122; State v. Flint & P. M. R. Co., 89 Mich. 481, 51 
N. iN. )03. 106; United Stales v. California & Oregon Land Co., 148 u. s. 
31, 41, 13 Sup. Ct. 458, 37 L . Ed. 304; Carr v. United States, 98 U. S. 433, 
438, 25 L. Ed. 209; United States v. Walke,- (C. C.) 139 Fed. 409, 411, 412, 
4L3; United States v. \:Villamette Valley & C. M. \V'agon Road Co. (C. C.) 
55 Ji'ed. 7:11, 717 ; .Attorney General v. Cen tral R a ilway Co., 68 N. ,J. Eq. 
l!l8, 59 Atl. 34S. T hus a state is estopped Crom ousting a city organized 
under a void law a fter the city has been exercis ing its assumed powers for 
only fo ur years, but has levied and collected taxes and assessments con-
8tructed bridge·.s and streets, and made other improvements mcan~vhile 
without protest or objection on the part of the s tate. State v. City of Des 
l\Joines. 9G Iowa, 521, 532, 533, 65 N. ·w. 818, 31 L. R. A. 186, 59 Am. st. 
Rep. 381. And a state is estopped from oust ing a private corporation for 
Illegality in its organi~tion after a delay of a few years while the cor
JJOrntion has been exercjsing, withou t objection on tho part of t he state 
as assumed cor porate powers, has been conecting and expending moue; 
and changing its :financial re lations to its stockholders a.nd creditors in 
reltance upon the acquiescence of the state. Commonwealth v. Bala & Bryn 
Mawr Turn11ike Co., 153 Pa. 47, 25 Atl. 1105; State of Wisconsin v. Janes
ville \Valer Power Co., 92 Wis. 496, 66 N. W. 512, 515, 32 L. R. A. 391; 
State v. Lincoln Street Ry. Co., 80 Neb. 333, 114 N. W. 422, 427, 14 L. R. A. 
(N. S.) 336; State v. School District No. 108, 85 Minn. 230, 88 N. w. 751; 
Attomey General v. Delaware & Bound Brook R. R. Co., 27 N. J. Eq. 1, 24; 
People v. Altul.'ns County, 6 fdaho, 418, 55 Pac. 1067, 1068, 44 L. R. A. 122; 
Vermont v. Society for the Propagation of the Gospel , 2 Paine {C. C.} 545, 
Fed. cas. No. 16,920. According to the decisions or the highest jud icial 
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tribunal of the state of Iowa a city m a y be estopped from claiming a street 
or an alley , or from maintaining the original lines thereof, by acquiescing 
In the POSEession, occupation and improvement of it, or of a part of it, hy 
a citizen \v'J10 claims t it le thereto by possession and estoppel only. Corey 
v. City o f Fort Dodge, 118 Iowa, 742, 749, 92 N. "'\V. 704. Th e same court 
ho lds that a li ke estoppel may artse against a city by its taxation of the 
(H'operty Whe n the claimant in Possession pays tb e taxes. Smith v. City 
of Osage, 80 Iowa, 84, 89, 45 N. W . 404 , 8 L. H. A. 633; Dil1on on Corpora
tiom1, § 533; Audubon County v. Emigrant Co ., 40 Iowa, 460; Page C0unty 
v. B. & JVL R. R . Co., 40 Iowa, 520; Austin v . Bremer County, 44 Iowa, 155; 
Adams County v . B. & M. R. R. Co., 39 Iowa, 507 . 

Notwi thstanding th ese authorities the sta te in sists that th e plaintiffs 
may not maintain an es toppel h er e because th e titl e t o the land in con
trnversy is the same as tha t of a cettain t ract of 13 acres which the 
East Omaha Land Company, a pr edecessor i.n interest of the complain
ants, claimed a s an a ccret ion t o a government lot owned. by it in a 
suit between that compan y and one Hansen and others which was com
menced in the Year 18'l0 and in which the ultim ate decision w as t hat 
this 1a acres was n ot -£- Uch an accretion, but was an is land which arose 
ln t he Iowa pa rt of the bed of the Missouri river, and. hence was n ot 
the ptoperty of the Land Compan y . But tbe claim of estoppe l h ere is 
based on the tacit acquiescence of the state in the possession and cla im 
of the plaintiffs and thei.r grmitors an d on its taxation of this property 
as theirs. The sui t anfl decree in L and Compan y v . Hansen and others 
was no notice that the state had not waived, and Was not by its ac
quiescence and taxatio n waiving, all claim to the lan ds is controversy 
in th le suit (1) becaus& the state was not a party t o that l itigation, 
made no claim and gav,1 no notice of any demand t h erein ; (2) b ecause 
the 13 acres involved in that snit is n ot any part o[ th e subject-matter 
of this suit: and (3) hecause the evidence in this case is that there 
n ever was any Hiland wher e the 13 acres ar e located a n d notice of the 
claim in that suit that there was such a n island would have been, a,s 
th e e vidence now proves, n otice of a baseless claim and for that r eason 
futile. 

Counsel invok e the conceded rule that there may be no estoppel of 
a party l'!'om asserting his titles a nd ri gl1ts where knowledge, or the 
1irnans or Irno\vledge or them, is equally open to both parties. There 
are, ho,,,evc r, two reasons wh y th is rule is not controlling in the case 
111 hanct In the first place the rule bas an exception that the owner of 
a 1mown right or title may by his representations, a cts or silen ce so 
l ea<l another to act i n the bell.ef that th e owner has waived, surren
dore d or abandon ed his i-igbt or t itle t hat he will b e estopped from 
asserting It t o the in jury of him who has ch a.n ged his position in r eli
ance Ul)on the o--;vner;s r epresentations, acts or silence. In the second 
pllrne no one had ol' could h ave h ad either knowledge, or means •Of 
lrnowleclge, of the right of the state, i f any, in th e lands in contro
vm·sy h ere before the 1'inal decr ees of the courts upon them are ren
dered. 1ts right always depended upon the proof which would be ad
duced In any control\ing litigation which might arise over i t, first ; of I 

LAND DEPARTMENT 53 

the location of the middle thread of the Missouri river and its high
water mark on its Iowa side through the oxbow in 18i7 prior to the 
~vulsion. and, second, of Urn existence and location of one or more 
islands betwen 1851 ancl 1867 between the thread of the stream and the 
high-water mark of th a t ri ver at the time the isla n d or isl ands sprang 
up. N o man cou ld learn. fo r esee or forete ll ,vhat the memories of wit• 
n.esses that 1n ight be found and t hei r testimony would be regarding the 
existence and location cf such islands and lines, years before they were 
called to t estify, in a river changing its bed and channel so eonstantlv 
and notodonsly as the Missou r i. Th is condition of the r iver and th~ 
property and . these' facts render the doctrine of equitable cstoppel pecu
liar ly appl icable and sa lu tary in the case at har . The a u th or iti es which 
h ave been a l ready cited amply illust rate and susta in these v iews. United 
States v . Chandler-Dunbar ·water Power Co., 152 Fed. 25. 26, 27, 37, 38 , 40, 
41, 81 C. C. A. 221. 222, 223, 23:~. 234, 236, 2:n . is very per suasive. '!'here 
w ere islands in the Det roit river which were the property of the Unite:d 
States if duly surveyed and cla imed by it. The U1i lted States n eglect ed 
to su rvey and claim them . a n d in 1883 -it issued a paten t to the bank of 
the river which, in t he absence of the title a nd elaim of th e United 
States, would convey to the pa tentee as riparian owner the bed of the 
str eam 0 11 ,vhlch t he island s tood a nd 11.ence the islands themselves. 
Knowledge of the r igh t of the United S tat E,i! was a lways equa lly open to 
a ll the parties i n inter<'Et. The pat_entee and hi s grantee had made im-
1,rovements upon the l a nd at an expense of $13!J,000 to $150,000 on tho 
fa ith of the patent a nd th e n eglect of the govE:rumen t to survey and 
c laim the islands. On September 2, 1903, the government brought a 
s ui t in equity to remove tbe cloud of t h e patent from its title to the 
i s land . .Jugde Severen s. delivering the opinion of the Circuit Court of 
Appeals for the Sixth C:rcu it, said : 

''F'o11o,-,;,.~ i ng the ancient con1m on-la'tV ma:li'.l.m •nullum tEn11 p u s oec11t'r1.t. 1~ eg1, ► 
it: h as b een s et tl ed as t ho rul e he r o that the Un Herl States \s n o t affec te d In 
respect to i.ts pursuit or rem e di 0s by m e rH d e1a.y or general sta tut es o f I.Im
itati o n . But wh e n it sues in equity as a private suit.o r on a cause of ac; t! On 
r e lating to its proprietary In t e r est s . lt i s h e ld to be a ffected b y those e q u i tie s 
·,,v· l1 ich a.rt:~ r <:!e o g ni z:ed a s f undan1cntn] in c ont,~ove rsfes _bet"1 ee n pr·Jvn.te 
parties And ,vhy ~; hould thi s not be so ? Tt derog·ato s fro in th ~ dJg·n i t y nnd 
c ha.1·2 c t er o f th e g·o v '3 rnrn e nt Lo su1-.posc that, fonned ft s i t i.s to Mt::.curc 1m..., 
r1,a. rtial justiec b e t\\''C-O ll ind.lv i <hi a ls , it rn ft )-'' tH~Vi'!- rtheless i.n th e conduct oe It s 
o ,v n n.ffn. i. rs, , ~~-1thout rt!g·n rd to tl1 e p rf n _ _ei J)Jes it rer,rese11ts, j1er1,e t i_·at.<~ u po n 
it::;. ci ti ?.-en~ vv-ro n gS ,.,.-hie-Ii it \vou l d pro:n1pt1y· condernn tr p n::t.et.ic<~d h y o ne 

of th em upon ano thEr ." 

I n S tate of Michi gan v. Jackson, L . & S. R. C., 16 C. C. A. 345, 346, 
3 50, 351, 352, 69 Fed. 116, 117, 121 , 122, 123, 50,000 acres of land were 
granted t ff the state as swamp lands by the act of Congress of Septem
ber 28 , 1.850. But these lands were subsequently certified, and finally be0 

tween 1869 and 187 :{ erroneously patented to a .railroad company in sup• 
posed execution of a grant of the Un ited States by the act of June 3, 
1856, to the state to aid in the con struction of railroads . Knowledge of 
the title of the state io t h ese lands was, by the acts of Congress and 
t he public records, equally open to all parties . in interest. A railroad 
company to whom the lands were conveyed by the p at entee built the 
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railroad in reliance upon the title evidenced by the patents, sold a part 
and still held a part ol' the land when in 1887 the state of Michigan 
brought a suit in equity to remove the cloud of these patents and of the 
conveyances under them from its title to the land under the swamp land 
grant. The Court of: Appeals of the Sixth Circuit dismissed the bill and 
said: 

"Thr· ;;tale eannot be, 11<,rmitlt,d to say that it has slept during all this Jong 
iJeriod and ab1-1ndone<l its HOVereign dutif•s ro its citizens. as ,vell as- its re
cif}roca.1 nH)rtfl ohUga-Uons to the~ government v\'hich had made it r;o rnagnHl
ecnt a gift:. rf'hQ Rt:1tcf is not t.o b(~ 1·egarded as a 1nere :rnachin<~. incapable of 
intelllgt.•nee or conscience. And, vvhile lt is necessary and right to restratn 
or annul the ,maHthorlzcd nets of its agel1ts by which its interests might 
b.f:t in11-H1ired, :Vc•t thl:-rc: 11:"'iUBt con:1.e u, tin1.e afer long'-continued acquiescence 
l.n publie action with lu10wlcdge of it. ·whc,n, in the interest of its eitlzens., 
the! ntftte itsr:lf shall he precluded fro1n despoiling others by the· assertion 
of it,i origlnnl rights." 

To the same effect on a similar state of facts was the decision of the 
Supreme Court of Michigan it1 State v. Flint & P. M. R. Co., 89 Mich. 
481, 51 N. W. 103, 106. 

In United States v. Walk<"r ( C. C.) 139 Fed. 409, 412, 413, 420, ·walker 
was a United States nrnrshal from 1889 to 1893. During this time n.e 
presented in hiB accounts charges for Bervices rendered by his deputles 
which he and the accounting officers supposed to be lawful, but which 
were in fact illogal. The United States allowed and paid these charges• 
from time to time during the four years he held his office, knowing that 
a large portion or all the amounts so paid to him would be immediately 
paid over by him to hls deputies In payment of their services, as it was. 
l<'ive years after his accounts had been allowed and closed and after the 
oxpiration of hls term as marshal, the United States presented to the 
Circuit Court, a claim for the repayment of those amounts by Walker, 
but tlrn court refused t,J sustain the claim and said: 

,;"\VlHm tho sovereign comes into court to assert a pecuniary dema.nd 
1t1c;-ainst the eltizen, tho co1n-t ha.s authority, and is undor duty, to withhold 
Nel!d' to the soverelgn, exci;pt upon terms whleh do justiee to the citizen 
or gnl)ject, ft-H deterrnined by the jurisdiction of the fo1;u1n in like subject.._ 
l1tftlte1· bet\Vt•en 1nan anil 111:1.n . '' 

The state cornes into this court of equity and prays its decree that 
tho title ta the land in controversy be quieted in it. Its claim origi11ated 
in 1877. It nevor asserted or suggested it until more than 26 years there• 
aft,,,r, and one cannot wink so bard as not to see that it never 
have asserted It if the hope of gain had not inspired Hannan, or 
otho1· -speculator, to instigate and ptomote the de1nand. For more than 
2,0 years the plaintiffs a11d t heir gra.ntors were in undisturbed possession 
of this la.nd, elail11ing title to it. Meanwhile they expended tens a:t 
tlionsands of dollars in its hnprovement, and the state 
,fuiesced h1 their possession and claim, and levied and collected from 
taxes upon it a.s their property, ancl now by its silence, acquiescence, 
ancl taxation_ it is equitably estoppecl from taking from these plaintiffs 
this lantl and the costly improvements they and their grantor-s 
thereby induced to make upon them. · 
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In Smith v. Clay, 3 Brown, Ch. 639, Lord Camden said: 

1 'Noth.ing can call fortl1 this eourt into n.etiYity but cons(·if'11ce, 2,-dod fn.ith 
and re-asonab1e diligence ·· 

There is no equity in the claim of the state against the plaintiffs in 
this case, it does not appeal to the conscience, it is met by an equitable 
estoppel , it was not pn:sented or prosecuted with reasonable diligence, 
and a court of equity may not sustain iL 

Questions which have not. been discussed in this case were presented 
by tbe briefs and arguments of counsel but the conclusions which have 
been reached render th( m immaterial. 

And because the evidence in this case fails to convince that the court 
below fell into any error of law, or made any mistake of fact in its 
finding that the proof failed to establish that the land ln controversy, 
or any part of it, was ever an island in the Missouri river or accretions 
to such an island, or a part of the abandoned channe1 ol' the river be
tween the thread of the stream. and high-water mark on the Iowa side 
in 1877, prior to the avulsion, and. because by the continued. adverse 
possession of this land liy the J)]aintift's and their grantors, claim.Ing title 
for more than 20 years before the state made any claim. to it, by the 
acquiescence of the state ln their possession and claims and Its levy 
and collection from them ol' taxes upon it as their property duri11g this 
time and by the expensive improvements they made upon it in reliance 
upon this acquiescence and taxation, the state is now estopped from 
assorting title to this vroperty in equity, the decrees must be affirmed. 

::rnd it is so ordered. 

STAT!r. OF IOWA v. JOHN A. CREIGHTON REAL ESTATE & TRUST 
CO. et aL 

(Circuit Court of Appeals, 1Dighth Circuit. October 20, 1911.) 

Nos. 2;938, 2,939, 2,940, 2,941, 2,942, 2,943, 2,944, 2,945, 

( Syllabus by the Court.) 

EsrABLISHMEN'l' on· BoUNDARffS-ACQUI.ESCENCI':. 
Riparian rights and estoppel of state sustained for reasons stated 

in the opinion in State of Iowa v. Carr. 191 Fed. 257. 

Appeals from the Circuit Court of the United States for the 

Southern Distl'ict of Iowa. 

In equity. Suits by 'the ,John A. Creighton Real I<Jstate & Trust Com• 
pany and others against Charles R. Harman and others,. and the state 
of Iowa intervenes. From decrees for complainants, Jessie W. Hannan, 
grantee of defendant Charles R. Hannan and. the intervener appeal. 

Affirmed. 
Jacob Sims (H. w. Byers, Atty. Gen., on the brief) , for appellants. 
Edgar H. Scott (Lodo,vick F. Crofoot, on the brief), for appellees. 

AN D. E•V• ANTER, Circuit Judges, and 
Before SANDBORN and V 

POLLOCK, District Judge. 
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SANBORN, Circuit ,Tudge. These cases were commenced and pro
ceeded to decrees in the same way as the case of Carr v. Hannan et al., 
entitled in this court, State of Iowa, Intervener, v. Samuel Carr, and. 
Jessie \V. Hannan v. Samuel Carr, 191 Fed. 257, in which the opinion 
has just been delivered. They involve the title to lands within the outer 
line of the oxbow, described in that opinion, ,vhich the Missouri river 
abandorrncl on July 8, 1877, but these lands lie north of the meander Iine 
of 1856 mentioned in that opinion. These cases present the issues 
whether or not an island sprang up on the Iowa part of the bed of the 
river where this oxbow was formed between 1851 and 1867, to which 
these lands accreted, and whether or not these lands were a part of Iowa's 
share of the ehannel abandoned by the avulsion of 1877, and these issues 
Were sulirnitter1 and were decided against the state and the defendants 
by the court below on the evidence in Carr's case and stipulations of 
<!ertain facts which did not substantially vary the proof upon these issues 
from that received in his case. The only substantial difference between 
Carr's case and these is that the government title in the former, under 
which the complainants claimed, was to lands described in the patents 
according to the government survey of 1851 upon the Iowa side of the 
river, while in the cases now in hand the title from the governmeut was 
to lands described in the patents accordiug to the government survey in 
1856 on the Nebraska side of the river. The lands here in controversy 
are in the northerly part of the tract inclosed hy the oxbow and on the 
Nebraska side of the meander lines of 1851 and 1856. They are lands 
over which the river vrnrked its way by the gradual degradation of the 
Nebrasha shore and accretion to the Iowa shore between 1851 and 1877. 
In some of these cases the complainants hold title under patents to the 
government subdivlsion'.:! according to the survey of the Nebraska shore, 
In sorne under conveyances from those holding patents to lands 011 the 
Iowa shore, of the lands in controversy which accreted to these Iowa 
lands, and in some under tax titles from the state of Iowa. This differ
ence, however, between the original titles in these cases aucl those in 
Can's case is not material to a decision of the cases before us, because 
in each of these cases, as in Carr's case, the complainants and their 
grantors had possession of the lands in controversy claiming title more 
than 20 years before the state gave notice of or made any claim to the 
lands, duritlg this time they 1nade costly improvements upon them, the 
state of Iowa levied taxes upon them as the lands of the complainants 
imd their grantors, and the latter paid these taxes. The controversy 
over the title in each of these cases is between the complainants and the 
state. Laying au other sources of title in the complainants aside, their 
l)Ossession is prima facie evidet1ce of title in them, and, against the state's 
,claim that this land was an accretion to its island, thl.s possession is con
clusive' proof of title because the evidence has convinced that there was 
110 such island. Agaim;t the state's claim that this land was in its part 
of the abandoned river channel, the long possession of the complainants 
and their grantors to the boundary lines they claim, together with the 
tttclt acquiesec➔nce of the state therein, is strong proof that those bound
ary lines Were correct, proof ,vhich must prevail in the absence of conn-
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tervailiug evidence (Corey v. City of r.~ort Dodge, 11S Iowa, 743, 747, 92 
N. \V. 704), and there is no convincing evidence in the r-ecord that those 
lines were wrong. 

F'or the reasons stated more at Jengtll in the opinion ln Carr's case, 
therefore, and briefly brccause the record in each of these cases fails to 
convince that the court below fell into an error of law, or made any mis
take of fact in its finding that the evidence before it failed to tiro\re that 
the land in controversy, or any part of it, was ever an island in the l\Hs

souri river or accretions to such an island, or a part of the abandoned 
channel of the Missouri river between the thread of the stream and high
water mark on the Iowa side in 1.877 prior to the avulsion, and because 
bv the continued adversc poasession of this land by the plaintiffs and their 
g~ant~rs claiming title for more than 20 years before the state made any 
claim to lt, by the acquiescence of the state in this possession and by its 
levy and collection from them of the taxes upon this land as theirs during 
this tim<., and by the expensive improvements made upon it in r1~lianee 
upon this acquiescence and taxation, the state is now estopped from as• 
serting tit1e to it in equity, and the decree below in each of these cases 
must be affirmed. It is so ordered. 
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MEANDERED LAKES 

Ch11.}lter 186, Ac ts of tha Thirt ieth General Assembly, authorized the 
executive council to survey the meandered lakes and lake beds in the state 
and to determine what lakes sha11 be maintai n ed an d what m eandered 
lake beds may be cJraincd, improved, demised or sold. This act was 
amended by chapters 196 and 197, Acts of the Tbirty--second General 
Assembly and by chapter 191 of the A cts of the Thirty-t hird General As
sembly. Chapter 196 (32 G. A. ) vested authority in the executive coun
cil to grant authority to construct, equip and maintain canals 
bet\veen any of the lakes so maintained; chapter 197 (32 G. 
A.} provides that any person or corporation who h as hereto
fore purchased f r om any county any lake or lake bed in a[d 
of or because of the construction of a work or interna l improve
ment sbaJJ be considered a bona fid e purchaser, provided that an actual 
sale of such lake or lalrn bed had not been previously made by the execu
tive council; and ch apte•· 191 (33 G. A.) provides that when t he lake beds 
are offered for sa le "the persons owning lands abutting upon such lake 
bed and contiguous to ·iands owned by the state therein, shall have the 
first r ight to purchase the lands offered for sale by the state, in an amount 
sufficient to make the lands owned by them which abut upon tbe• lake or 
Jake bed a nd are contiguous to lands of the state, conform to the smallest 
government sub-divlsio!l. or public lands, at the price fixed by the ap
praisers." This 01>tion to purchase expi res 90 days af ter the date of 
filing the appraisers' r eport in the office of the secretary of state, and 
nou e of the land can be sold for less than appra ised value; nor t he lake 
bed for an amount less than the aggregate expense incurred or au thor ized 
by the state for surveying, appraising, draining or oth-er expenses on ac
count of t he lal(e or lake bed. 

The follow ing lakes have been authorized drained during the biennial 
period ending June 30, 1912: Bancroft Lake, Ln Kossuth county ; Wall 
Lake, In Wright county: East Swan Lake, in Emmet county; Eagle Lake, 
1Il Kossuth county, and two lakes (Nos. 1 and 2) in Dickinson county. 

Preliminary surveys have been authorized of the following lakes, but 
they bave not yet been ordered drained: Rush Lake, in Palo Alto county; 
Mud Lake, in Clay county; Lily Lake, ln Dickinson county; Berge Lake, 
in Emmet county, and Ryan Lake, in Emmet county. 
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BASS LAKE, HUMBOLDT COUNTY. 

on December 21, 1911), the state issued a pat,mt to Humboldt county for 
a portion o( Bass Lake ( meandered as Bass Lake No. Two) , under the 
provisions of chapter 186 ( 30 G. A.), it appearing to t he executive coun
cil t hat said H umboldl county had in good fa ith sold and conveyed said 
Jands by deed to a bona fide purchaser, as provided in said act; the land 
conveyed being described as follows.: "The unsurveycd portion of the 
eas t half of the southeast quarter a nd the southenst quarter of: the south
east q_uarter of the northeast quarter of section th irty.three (33 ) and the 
south half of the southwest riuarter and t he nortlrn,cst quarter of the 
s outhwest quarter and t he southwest quarter of tl1e no1·thwcst quarter of 
section thlrty-Cour ( 34), in townsh iJ> ninety-one (91) north , or range 
t wenty-nine (29) west of the Fifth Principa l Merid ian." 

POND GROVE LA KE, CALHOU COUN'l'Y . 

On January 17, 1911, the state sold and J>atented to Melius W. Madsen 
o f Calhoun county, Iowa, for the s um of $2,774.50, the following lots in 
the lake bed of Pond Grove Lake, in Calhoun collnty, to-wit: Lots lettered 
" G," " H," "J," and "K,'" in section ten (10 ) , township eighty-six (86) 
North, Range thirty-three (33) west of the fif th P. M. 
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SPECIAL ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEM
BLY RELATIVE TO THE CON

VEYANCE OF LAND 

T he t h irty-four th general assembly authorized the issuance of paten ts 
to quiet ti t le and to donate lands fo r public pu1·poses as follows: 

Chapter 216 author ized the releasing and quitclaiming t o the c ity of 
Cherokee. for cemetery purposes only, a ll of that par t of t he south halt 
of section t wen ty-eight (28) . in township ninety-t wo (92) north of range 
forty (40) ,ves t of the 5t h p . m., wh ich lies south of the cen ter lines of 
the 1mblic 1·oad w hich i s in par t on the south boundary 11 ne of sa id halt 
section and in 1mrt w holl y within it ; bein g a tract of il'regula r sha pe 
about 1671 fee t long a nd 181 feet wide at t he wides t point, a nd containing 
about 4.4 4 ac1·es. Pa tent was issued December 7, 1911. 

Chapter 217 authorized the issuance o[ a patent to 1\fargaret Dewitt tor 
the sou thwest quarter of t he southeast quarter of section sixteen (16) 
township seventy-six (76) north of range twen ty-one (21), west of the 
5th P. M. Patent wns jssued AI)ril 21, 1911. 

Chapter 218 a uthorized t he issuance of a quit-claim deed to R. C. 
Ditto and L. E. Ditto, conveying all the righ t, title, claim and interest 
o f the state of Iowa in and to lot five (5) of section one (1), township 
seventy-three (73) north of range two ( 2) west of the 5th P. M. Deed 
was issued A1>ril 21, 1911. 

Chapter 219 a uthorized t he issuance of a patent to Jacob W. Hoover 
for the west half of the northwest qua rter o! section thirty-th ree (33) , 
t ownship ninety-five (95) north of range eight (8 ) west of t he 5th P . i\1. 
Patent was issuecl September 25, 1911. 

Chapter 220 quieted the ti tl e in and authorized the issuance of a pat
ent to John A. Jasinsky, his heirs and assigns, for the southeast quarter
of the southwest quarter of section fourteen (14), township eighty-tour 
(84) north of range twenty-nine (29) west ot the 5th P. M. Patent was 
issued March 24, 1911. 

phapt,er 221 quieted the title in and authorized the issuance of a patent 
to 0. D. McGeorge for t he west half of the southwest quarter of section 
twenty.five (25), township seventy-seven (77) north of range thirty-four 
(34) west of tl1e 5th P. M. Patent was issued April 18; 1911. 
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Chapter 222 a uthor ized the issuance of a pa lcnt to J ohn A. Reed for 
Jot six ( 6) of b lock n inety•six (96) of Iowa City, Johnson county, Iowa. 
Patent was Jssued :May 6, 1911. 

Chapter 223 a uthorized the issuance of a patent to Joseph Tucl,:er, upon 
the paymen t of the sum of eighty dollars ci so.00) for t he use a nd benefi t 
of t he school fund , conveying to him t he r ight, ti t le and interest of the 
sta te of Iowa in and t o the sou thwest quarte r of the southeast quarter of 
section fl vc ( 5), townshi1> eighty-seven (87 ) no rth or ra nge one ( 1 ) , west 
of t he 5th P. 1·1., with a. provision th n.t said act shall not affect pending 
litigation. Patent was issued April 27, 1911. 
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DES MOINES RIVER LAND GRAN T 

Th\B grant was made by act of congress, approved August 8, 1846, The 
act provided that "tiler.:? he, a nd hereby is, granted to the T erri tory of 
Iowa, for the p4.rpose of a iding said territory to improve the navig-ation 
of the Des Moines River from its mouth to the Raccoon Forl{, (so-called);. 
in said t erritory, one equal moiety, in a lternate sections, of the public 
lands, (remain ing unsold and not othe r wise disposed of, lncumbered or 
a!)j)roprlated), in a strip fi.ve tni Jes in width on each side of said river, to 
be selected wthin the said territory by an agent or agents to be appointed ·
by th e governor thereof, subject to the approval of th e secretary of t ha 
trea.sul'y of the United States." 

The grant was accepted by joint resolution of tbe general assembly of . 
the state of Iowa , January 9, 1847. By an act, approved F ebruary 24, 
1847, the general assembly provided for the creation of a Board of PubUc 
Works, consisting of a president, secretary and treasurer, who were t o be 
elected by the people. This board was to have entire charge and control 
ot the Work of river improvement and was authorized to pay for such 
work out of the funds to be derived from the sale of the lands granted, 
which the board was authorized to sell under the r egulations adopted for 
tl10 sale of United States lands. ThJs act also defined the nature of the 
improvements to lJe made in the river. 

The state', through its agents, who were appointed by the governor, 
elect ed to select the od1l numbered sections of Janel within the limits of 
tho grant. •r11e selection of the odd numbered sections was approved by 
the secreta1·y of the treasury. The selections made included all the odd 
numbered sections of the public la nds then (remaining unsold and not 
otherwise disposed of, incumbered 01~ appropriated), lying and being with ~ 
in the state of Iowa within a s.trip of five miles in width on each side of 
the ])(is Moines river from its mouth to its source. 

AlJout a year and a half aftel' the passage of. the .act making. t he 
Des Moines river grant, .~ question arose before the commissioner of t he 
general land office whether the grant of the odd sections extended. only to 
lhe Raccoon l<'ork or from th e mQuth of the rive1· to it6 source. He de" 
Chlec\ that it extend·ed throughout the whole line of said river within the 
11ml.ts of Iowa. He after'wards changed this decision, however . Then the 
atte.ntion of the secretary of the treasury was called to the matter and 
h e decided thtit the grnut extended above the Raccoon Fork. On April 18 
1860, the secreta1·y of th' interior, whose department had in tbe meantim; 
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been established and to which the control of the general land office h ad 
been assigned, r eversed the decision of the secretary of the t reasury and 
held that the g1·ant only extended to the said Fork. The matte r was t hen 
brought befo r e the president of the United States and was referred by him 
to the attorney genera l, who decided that lhe grant extended above the 
R accoon Fork. But befo re this decision was promulgated the president 
died . A new cab inet was formed and among others there was a new at
torney gen eral. H e over-ruled t he d ecision of his pl'edecessor, and af
firmed that of th e sec retary of t h e interior. The matter was then sub
mitted to the ne w president and cabinet., and on October 29, 1851, th e seo 
retary of the interior decided tha t , in view of the great conflict of opinion 
amon g the executive officers of t h e gove rnment, and in view of t h e opin
ion of several prominent jurists which were presented to him i n favo r of 
the c onstruction contended for by the· state , the clai m. of lhe state would 
be recognized and the selections ap proved without prejudice to th e rights 
of other p arties. Under this arrangement selections above the Raccoon 
Fork wer e approved and certified to the state until De cember, 1853, the 
numbe r of acres so certlfied amounting to 271,572. T he commisslo11er of 
th e g en eral la nd office decided in March, 1856, that the grant only ex
tend ed to t h e Raccoon Fork , and the matter was aga in referred to the a t
torney general of the United States . who advised the secretary of the in• 
terior to acquiesce in the views of l1is predecessor and to continue the ap
proval of the lands as certifi ed to him under t h e law. 

The matter of the exten s ion of t he grant was finally passed upon by 
the supreme court of the United States in the December term in 1869 and · 
1860. The supreme court held that tbe grant ·on ly extended to the Raccoon 

Fork. 
on the second day of March, 1861., congress passed a joint res olution 

quieting the title in the state of Io·wa to the lands above t he mouth of the 
Raccoon Fork., which had been certified to the state of Iowa u nder the pro
visions of the Des Moines river grant. By an act, approved July 12, 1862, 
congress extended the grant so as to include the a lternate sections lying 
within the five mile limit between the Raccoon fork and the northern 
boundary of t h e state. This act also provided that the· lands so granted 
should be h eld and applied in accordance with the provisions of the orlg
rnal grant, except that the consent of congress was. given to the a pplica
tion of a portion thereof to aid in the cons truction of the Keolrnk, ~ort 
D es Moines & Minnesota railroad, afterwards the Des Moines Valley 1 all-

r oa~. ring this pel'iod of controversy over the extent of t h e grnnt, the worlc 
of i~prov!ng thR Des l¼oines river in accordance w i th the provisions_ t 
the said grant conthrned from y ear to year. The board nf public wo1· s 
had entire control of tlle river improvement, also the sale of the. lands 

• d th nt and the application of the pr.oceeds tbe1 eo f in 
acquired un er e gr~- • · h th b d 
payment for the work '>f improvement, from 1847 to 1851, w en e oar 
was abolished by the act approved February 5, 1851. .. ~his act also au
thorized the :ippointment of a commissioner and a regrnter of the Des 

d d them to contrnct for the com-Moines river improvem·2nt, an empowere . . . _ 
pletlon of that part of the improvement ot the nver at or below Keosa u 
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qua, a nd to allow con tn!ctors in payment fo r s uch work any portion of 
t he )ands gran tetl for t he improvement of the said r iver, which lay be
low the Raccoon F'o r lc . ll y an act , a pprO\·cd Janu ary 19. 1853, the com. 
missioner and the t'cg iste r or t he Des ?\'Ioi nes ri ver improvement were em. 
])owered to se ll and t1is1lose of all an<l an y lands wh ich have been or here• 
after may be granted J~y congress fo r im provement or t he Des Moines 
r ive r, for not .Jess U1an $1,300,000. T hls was the amount estimated by 
the comm issioner and register it would take to complet e t he work of im• 
provcm cnt and to pay off existing indebtedness. On t he 24th of January, 
1852, th e general assembly passed an act pl'oviding for t he election or .a 
commissioner by the peopl e, aud appointing George G. \Vrig-ht, of Van 
Bu ren county, and Uriah Biggs, of Wapell o county, as assistant commis
sion ers, and authorized them to make a contract. selling the lands o! tlie 
1m1H·ovcment for SJ ,300,000, and if necessary to se ll the wn,ter rent, tolls, 
etc. These comm iss ioners made a con t ract with the Des l\-Ioines Naviga. 
tion and Railroad company, agreei!1g to se ll all the lands donated to the 
state under the Des Moines river gran t, which bad not heen sold prior t o 
December 23, J853, for $1,300,000•, which amount was to be used in paying 
the tndebtecln('SS of t he Des Moines river improvement, and on the further 
improvement of t he r ive r . Up to June 9, 1854, the da te of t h is contract, 
t he state had sold 327,000 acres of Des Moines ri ver lands, the \lroceeds 
o[ which bad been applied on t he improvement of t he Tiver , in accordance 
with the provisions of the act making the grant. 

After June 9, 1854, the Des Moines Navigation and Railroad company 
carried on the work of im proving the river under thei r contract. As the 
work progressed, certificates for land were issued the said company by 
th e authori zed officers of the state . These certificates dicl not convey 
title, but merely specifierl that t he company wa.s entit led to so many 
acres of land fo r work done t oward improving the Des Moines river. The 
first or these certificates, <lated May 14, 185 5, embraced 88,853.10 acres, and 
the second a nd last, dat ed lVIay 6, 1S56, embraced 116,636.54 acres. 

Owing to the fact that matters of disagreement and misundersta nding 
had arisen between the Des Moines Navigation & Ra ilroad company and 
the state offi ci als, tbe genera l assembly, for the purpose of making a 
final settlement with the said company, passed a joint resolution March 
22, 1858, maki ng propositions for such settlement. The company accepted 
the pro1)ositions ancl in accordance therew1th tll e state deeded the said 
company all the lands no t otherwise disposed of wh ich had been cer tified 
to t he state under the grant. Fifteen d eeds in a ll were made, embracing 
266,108 acres, of wh ich 53,367 acres were below, and 212,741 acres were 
above the Raccoon Fork . 

By an act, approved March 22, 1858, the general assembly donated all 
th e Janda granted to the state under the act of congress Augus t 8, 1846, 
known as the Des Moines river grant, and such ot.,her lands and compen· 
satton which should be given by congress in extension of s uch grant or in 
lieu of any portion thereof, to the Keokult, Fort Des Moines & Minnesota 
Railroad company, (Des Moines Va1ley Rall road company), except the 
lands already sold or which should thereafter be deeded to the Des Moines 
Na-vigation and Railroad company. Under this act and subsequent acts 
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of th e legislatu re the sai d railroad company acquired practica lly all of the 
la nds cer t ifi~d to the sta te under t he act of congress, app i·ovcd July 12, 
1862. extend111g the Des Moines r iver grant to the northern boundary 
of the state. 

All o f t he acts of the genera l assembly with re[crencc to t hi s grant, i n 
so fa r as they rehited to t h e said K eokuk, Fort Des :\Toincs & Minnesota 
Hai lroacl com pany (Des i\foin es Valley Rai lrorul company), will be found 
in th e J 90S rC\)Ort of this depa rt ment. 

1·n<1 er t he act of congress, approved July 12. 1SG2, there were approved 
and cer tified to the stat e 214,GlG.88 acres of land in 1itacc aiid 298,91!).45 
acres of indemnity land. The su preme cour t of the lJniteU States he ld, at 
the December t erm 186G, that the land in place lm.1recl to the state aiid its 
grantees under the joint resolut ion of cong1·css, 1',1Jarch 2, 1861, therefore 
t.hc state was not entit led to the indemni t y award, and no t itle 11assed to 
the state wh en these lands \Yerc certified under tll e act of 1862. Congress 
however, by the net, approved March 3, 1871, confirmed ti t1 e(l to t he in• 
dcmnity la nds to t he state an cl its grantees. 

The fo ll owing s ta tem ent gives the total number of acres of Janel certi • 
fl ed to the s ta te under the Des Moines r iver g rant and a lso shows t he dis·· 
posit ion made of the same by the state. 

STA'I'EMENT. 

In bri("f , of tho Lancls approved nnd certified to t h(: State by t he DeJ>nr tmcnt, mukr the 
Des Moines River Grnnt , nnd of the disrio~ltfon of the same by the State : 

Certifi ed tlll(lcr act of August 8, JS,IQ : 
B elow tl10 forks __ __ ·--·-------·-·-·--·--· --· · ··-----..... __ . __ . __ ... ____ . __ __ 3"21,188 33 ncrn;:i 
Above tho forks __ . ·----··-----------------·-------· ---··------··--· -·----···· 271,572 .2,.1 ncre~ 

Pntcntctl by tho Stato to Des Moines Navigation and n. R. O0llJJ)nnr: 

l!clow t JHJ forks---- ·--·---------·-----------·--------·-·-----·-·--·---------- 1",CSO.f.'l ucrcs 
Above th e forks---· ----------------- ----·- ·---·--·----·------····-·----·---- "I",53a- 3.'.i uerc.c; 

Pntcntc,J by the Stn tc to in clividu~ls nntier sald grant: 
Dclow tho forks ____________ ____ · ---------------··· · ··· · -· ·· · ·-··---··-"'·--· 201 , 507 .G-1 acres 
Ahove lhc !orks-··----------· -·------------- ------ ·-···-·-· ·-·------·---·---- 59,013 .8:J acres 

Ccrt lll ecl under uet oi ,Tulv 12, 1862 : 
Lunas in plncc ••••• . _______ ·- -·---·--·---· -···-· ············---· -·-- ----·---- 31-1,610.SS acres 
1ndcmnlty laods ----- ---------·------- ------ · ·-··-· ······-- ·--·-··· ·---·--- 2VS, 019.!l.5 acres 

'J'hcse were disposed of dl' fol lows: 

::~::~:: ;;d/c;;~1~~f!~-~~~-~·--~~-~~-~~.~:~_::~::::::::::===:=:=~:~~ ~::·.: :~~~! 
P atented to settlers •• ______________________ · - -- --·-··---- · ·-----·-·------- 2,320.Gi ncres 
Released to Uni ted St alt>S---·--------------------·-------··-··-········--· - 320.00 ncres 
•rrncts wh ich were priorly disposed o'--------·-······ --·· -- -------·· · ·---- 1,958.71 acrrs 
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DES MOINES RI VER LAND SETTLERS. 

There were a numh•' I' of settlers that. had claims to Des Moi n€s river 
la nds under colol' of t i1 le from the government: some of these settlers 
had rcce [ved pate11ts for t he lau ds cla imed. and all had m ore or less im
proved t he tand on which they h ad located. The United States courts de
cided against these titles, a nd effor ts have been frequently made t o obta in 
re1ief fo r t he settl ers hy congressional act ion. The fo rty-ninth congress 
passed a bill entitled "An act to quiet the title of settlers on the Des 
l\foiDf'S r ive r l ands i n the stale of. Iowa, and for other pu rposes," which 
was vetoed by Pres ident CleveJan<l, who suggestccl in his veto tha t the 
settlers he indemnified for their losses through an appropri ation for that 
irnn1ose. The fifti et h co11 g ress passe<l an act similar to th o one passed 
by the fo rty-ninth co n gress, w h ich was a lso vetoe d by Pres ide nt Cleveland. 

The net of congress, approved. i\:farch 3, 1893, provided for the ap!)olnt
ment of a special agent to obta in information which would enabl e the 
United States t o p roperly and equitab ly a d j ust the claims of t he Des 

·Moines r iver land se tt lers. Robert L. Berner was appointed as such spec
ial agent ancl h e made a full rcpol't. to the sec retary o[ interio r in accord

ance with the provisions of th e sai d act . 

The su~dry civil act a1)p r oved Augus t 18, 1894, appropriated $200,000 t o 
adjust t he claims of sett.l el"S on t h e Des Moines river lands and to lrn ex
pended by the secretary of in terior as directed by said act. Th e act 

a lso authoi·ized the appointm ent of a special agen t to investigate and de
tennine the claims of such settlers or their bei.rs or assigns, and also de
te rmin e the amount due t h e s a id se ltl crs or t h eir heirs 01· ass igns; the 
specia.l agent was requi red to report to the secr etary of i nterior, wbo was 
to amnove sa id 1·eport and t>a y th e said c laims i n t h e order of their a p• , 

proval. 
Robert L. Berner was again al)l)Ointecl as special commiss ioner. H is 

report was approved by the secretary o f interior. The total amount of 

claims a llowed b y the commissioner and anp r oved by t h e s ec retary of the 

interior was $H;3,854.07. 

The s undry civil act. ap1>fo¥ed July 1, 1898, unde r the heading "Des 
11-'loines River L and Settlers," macle furth er pro,•isions r e lative t o cla ims 
of the Des Moines i-iv e r land s ett lers and authorized the secretary of inte

rior to secure furthe r evidence if he deemed i t necessary. 

The sundry civ il act, approved 1\'larch 3, 1899, made an addi tional appro
priation for the payment of the claims of the Des Moines river land set~ 

tlers. 

Hon . . T. L. Stevens. of Boon e, Iowa, w as appointed as specia l commis
s ioner August 4, 1398, t o adjust t h e claims remaining unadjuste d, and 
there have been submitted to h im fo r consideration 581 claims. The fol
lowing is an ext ract f rom his report made t o t he secretary o f the inte rior 

August 16, 19~0: 
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"1'11e Sccrc tul"!J o f the Jntcrior-

•:sm: ;. wn.s ,'lppointcd on the 4th day of August , 18ll8, to take other and 
fur t_her e, 1dence n~s pecting lhe claims of tile Des :\folnes River lnnd settle rs, in 
additl?n _to th~ t taker~ under the net of Aug-ust 18, 1894, which pro\'itle.s t hn.t t he 
com mis!>io ner m malung h is exam!nn tion shou ld dete i•min.:: : 

"Fll•sf'.-Tlie amo unt of t he just claims of person~, t llci r heir s or assi .... ns hold 

:;0~'" 
1~~-t~~~~e o;c:~'\: c:~~~::nou:,·~1:;~:s7:n t~!~:r::;~~~

0
/ he Un ited Stal~sb wlto ar~ 

"Sccond.:--Tile claims of persons, their h ei rs or a.s.s!giis, holding wri tten evi
denc e o f ti t le f.rom th e Uni_ted Slates who have bee n ev!cle(l from saitl lands by !~::::~~~. cou 1 t at t he su it of the Des :\Jo ines Riv<-r Navigation Company, or 

,,,T//ird.-- Thc cl~ims of persous, t heir 11 !'.!i r s or ass ig ns , for a va luable consid
er::i.t l~n , whose claim of titl e r uns bacJt teo the person ma king u,c origin~! cnti-y 
o f sa1cl la nd and who h nve heretofore purchased the paramount title. 

"The s 1mclry civil ac t n1mroved .Ju ly 1, 18:>S, proviUes a.s follows: 

"JJ_es M oines l?iver Settlers : To enable the Secretary of Jnterior to expend 
::rny 1)alance of money appropriated under the act of Aug ust e ig•htecn th, eighteen 
hundred and ni nety-four, remain in g unexpended, which sum Is hereby r ea.p~ 
propri::tted to pay an y such sums as m ay he found auc to duly qualified settlers 
wh? have i n i;:ood fait h fil ed pre-empt. ion or ho mestcacl claims, mo.de settl ement , 
r<'!s1Llerl upon ior a period not ie1,;s than five years, unl ess sooner evietecl, cu lti
vated, and made valua ble improvem en ts upon the land claim0<1, a nd in cases 
where s uch persons made actual settlement In good fait h under the p re-em p t ion 
and homestead laws, at :l t im e when others whe re permit ted to file o n like la nds 
a nd in good fa!lh resicled upon the same fo r a perlod of not less than five yea1•s: 
unless sooner evlctetl, cu ltivated, a nd matle valuable im1,rovements upon the lands so occupied and du ly offered to fil e for the la nd settled upon with in the 
time prescr ibed by law, but w ere not permitted to ao so by th e o fficers or t he 
Land Department, a ncl did not a bnnclon 1-;aicl la nds or procure title t o other 
pu bli c lands und er a ny lo. w of the Un ited S ta t es, and th e further sum of twentJ'
five thousan d dollar s i s hereby a ppropriated to enab le the Secre tary to make 
such r,a yme nts: Pro·vicle,,, That no part o r the a fo rcsnid sum ::;hall be p:1.id until 
the Secretary of the Interlor shall find and detenn ine upon the ev idence hereto
fore taken by the special comml.;;:-;ioner n.ppo lntccl umlcr said n.ct or August 
eighteen th, eigh teen hundred and nine ty-four, an cl 11pon such oth""r anrl further 
ev idence a.~ h e may in his discretion take, a ll of which shall be preserved In his 
o fflc-P., what sum, if anything, is ju stly du e to s uch persons, the ir he irs or as
signs, a nd the mr.asure of damage::; shall be In all respects as was provided fo-z 
clalms under said ac t of August e ighteenth, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, 
a nd of the aforcgo ing- sums two thousand doll nrs, or so much ther eof a s may be 
necessa ry . m ay be expended in making s uch flirthe r exnminallon: 1'1·ovided 
f-urth e1·, That no cla im or any pre-em ptor or homCsteader shall be consltlered or 
allowed excep t upon proofs of s ettl ement, r es id ence, anc1 improvement;; ar;; herein 
requ ired : P1·oi;idocl further, th a t nothtng herein shall be constru ed as authorizing 
the re-opening or further considera ti on of any claim reported in lists A n nd B 
or the specia l commissioner's repor t a.s the same appears in Senate Documen t 
numbered two hundred and fifty-eight, fi fty-four th Congress, first session .' 

"Uncle r the la.st act I proceeded to cxamlnc the evidence ta i,en by the fo rmer 
commiss ioner and to take additional eviclence offered by claimants In support or 
their cl a ims, in oraer to asce rta in : 

"First.-Th ose qualifi ed sett lers who have J·n good faith fil ed pre-empt ion or 
home,iteaU. claims, made settlement and residence uPon fo r a period of not less 
than five years un less sooner evicted, cultiva ted, and ma de va luable improve
men ts on the land. 

"Sccond.-Th ose du ly qualified .settlers who made :1ctual settlemen t In good 
faith uncler the prE:-empt!on or homestead Jaws at the time when othe rs were 
permitted to fil e on like lands-, and in good faith resided upon the same for a per
iocl of not less t han five years un less sooner evicted, cultivated and made valuable 
improvements upon the land so occup ied and duly offered fo file for t he land 
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"The e<1u ltles or m:tn }· whose claim !,' are base:cl u~n ile:o.'.'laratory statements 
and ~c t ll('ments alonc- a rc: fu lly e'lunl t o tl10~e who 1·ccei\'l"d pnt cnt s or c t~er 
wriltcn cv hlencc of tit le. a nd in m an y C:t!>C~ tll<>y seem M'C'll :-; (roni;cr. ·_r:,=.:.:
scttlomcn ts w ere motdc under the same- IX'l i t> f : t h<'y :-iaw l~lhc r 1-1 r-ettlc on lil">e 
lands and r ccch·e paten ts thc, n- for : thPy ln\·cgtN1 all OH?}' hnd In their lmproYe
mcnts, hut r;ot being a ble to p rocure r,n tent s could not se ll nnd were fo rce,1 to 
n. le,::al l·01HP:a;t th nt lasted fo r ycan:: and endl'd In d efea t. all.hough the equi tles 
at nil Limes seem Pll 10 he i n the ir ra,·o r. 

"In J ::i.n 11:1ry, l S!J !l, t her e were 437 case!; pcndl n;::: before m e, a n d it being 
a pp11rc·nt that nn rt <ltll tlonal appropriation was neccs~ar!--' 111 or,h~r to pa.y all 
tit~ ju1-t cln i m s undet<'r m ined, Coni:.-ress mncle lhc f ollowin g nJl[lropr latlon as 
pn.r l or 1hc sundry c i v il bil l o f 1Sfl~. to-wil: 

"'Da~ .~fofoca River Lewd Settlers : T o pny t h e D e~ Mo!nr l-! River lun(l !:lCltlcrs, 
upon til e Jll'OV!s lon of th e paragraph in the snndiy civil net rtPJirov e <1 July first, 
cighlt·'C ll h undrCll a nd nin e ty-t!igh t, un<l Cr tll e hcad in .i;:- ot 'De.<i M o ines R iver lnnd 
sott1er1s,' In ncl!lltlon lo t he nmount already approprlntC'tl fo1· sai d pur1>0se, one 
humlred nnd fi f ty tl1ouf'a nd d ollars, or so m uch tl!P r eot n~ m n,y ho necessary, 
tho :-1ame t o be in fu ll of all c la ims a.dJ usted or In process or acl j ustmcnt 
J>rov tdcU fo r by snld a c t, and n o part of t110 claim s i.hnll be pn \U by the Secreta ry 
o r Uie I n terior unlll n ll the c laims her etofor e filed nm examl necl, n n<l n il claims 
not p re~(•nled w ithin sixty <lays after the pn:,;.sage or l hl!'i a c t sha! l be barred 
f rom cons ideration : Prov ided, That of the forego in g sum three thousan d five 
hundred clollnrs, or so mu ch thereo f a s ma y be necessary, may be expended in 
making the cxnm lnatfon pro\·ided for hlo'. said act nppro,·ed J uly flMl t, e l&hteen 
hu nd r ed a n d n inety-e ight.' 

"After the p a..c;sng e of said act and w ithin s ixty dayii therea f ter 144 new cases 
were fil ed, making a total of 581 cases that 1 h ave examined and passed upon . 

''The total a.mount cla imed in the 581 cases Is $1,18 1, 817. 45 ; the sum a ll owed 
Is $ 183,623.02. 

"Respectfull y submllted, 
J. L. S T EVEN'S, 

Bi,ecfo.l Conu1iissiotier." 

DES MOINES RIVER LAND PA'l'ENTS. 

There are now on file in this department several hundred of the original 
patents tor the Des Moines River lands. The present owners of the said 
lands can obtain these patents b y surrenderi ng to the state t he original 
receipt or certifi cate of sale, or fi1ing an affidavit as to ownership of the 
land, and stating that the original rece ipt or certificate of sale bas been 
lost. The affidavit sho~ld ba similar to the following form, and blanks 
can be obtained from this office : 

AFFIDAVIT. 

S TATE OF IOWA, 

..... . .... . . County, ss. 

I, .............. .. .. . .... : • . ...... . . . do solemnly swear, that I am the 
own er in fee simple of the following described real estate, to-wit: 

. .................... . . .. . . . . .. , .... .. , .. .. which was originally 

purchased by . .. ... . , .... . .. . ............ . ...... . ... .. ... ; that I have 
made dtligent · search and inquiry for the certificate of purchase, or re~ 
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ccii>t g iven said purch!l.SC l' at the lime Cull payment was made for said 
real esta te, and have been unable to find lhe same; that I believe it is 
either Jost or destroyed, and I make th is affidavit f:or the pur pose o f ob
ta in iug the pa tent issued for said rea l estate, wh ich I agree lo file for 
record, fort bwith, in the proper coun ty r ecorder 's office. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, by the said... . . • . ••. •. . . . . .. . 
tbis .. . .day of . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . , .. , 191. ... 

\:\7itness my hand and official seal. 

L AND DEPARTMENT 

DES MOINES RIVER LAND PATENTS 

St:1tc mcnt glvl ng a complete lis t of the De s lllolnr r,: river Ju nd 1iatcnts deposited lo the 
vault of s ta te l une! department , giving t11c numllcr o i Jlut~nt , descript ion ol Jami. 
uamc o! pntent.cc, ond name of eounty in whicl1 the lund Is s!l untcd, 

i I Pacta of Sectloo I f I i I j ! : I 
'--------'-- - --

Paten t ee Count y 

1 o fr n o f ne__ ________ _ 5 ;o 12 
2 n G of sc ---- ------- o· 71 12 
i nc of m ~·---·--- ------ J7 71 12 

25 s ) of sw __ ________ ____ 33 71 12 
32 sw of sc __ __ ___ ____ __ _ 3 71 13 
!i8 w ~ O ( I)(!.. _ _ ___________ '%1 '11 11 
58 i;e of ow_. __________ __ 33 'il 11 
CH c 1 o f sc. ____ __ ________ 31 71 ll 
iO sw of nw, nw of sw__ 1 n 15 

102 nw of sc ________ ______ _ 19 73 H 
108 nw o! s w, s·w of nw__ 5 72 13 
110 nc fr of nw___ ____ ___ __ 5 72 13 
111 w b of nw ___ ___ ______ o 12 13 
118 n fr Ii of mr ___ ________ 10 73 14 
13~ nc of nw ___ ___________ 27 72 13 
138 nc of sc·-----• - ---- -- -- 11 70 11 
139 n w of i;w _____________ 23 72 14 
l•H SW o f nc. ___ __ ________ 13 73 15 
lHi SIi' OI SC-------·------- - 7 73 H HiO sc of nc ___ • ____________ 27 72 14 
158 s ~ of sw ___ __________ 23 71 ll 
Hln sc of nc, nc of sc_____ 3 70 13 
171 SC Of $\\'__________ __ ___ 5 70 10 
179' ;w of nw. _______ ______ 31 75 15 

191 mi rr ¼---------------- rn 72 13 

195 ow o f sw ______________ 27 72 13 
255 nc o f sc. ____ __ _________ 19 7-1 1:) 

261 nw Of OW--· -- -- -- - ---- ]5 71 12: 2Gl nc of nc _______________ 21 71 12 
2-02 sc o f sw ___ __ __________ :l 71 12 
26:J S fl of llW, LIi' o f SI\'__ 5 74 15 
2GS nc o f nw ••• ___ __ ___ __ __ 25 72 13 
21!8 nc o f .s,,. ___ ____________ 27 72 13 
2£!) SC Of SC ••• __ ___________ 21 il! l,'l 
280 sw of sc_______________ 1 70 13 
2&3 SW of Be. __ ____ ____ ____ 27 72 ] 3 

285 nc ot SC--------------- 17 71 12 
3.1 7 !C Of SW--- ----- -------- 17 7l 1i 
327 3C or nw ___ ____ ________ 17 72 13 
847 w b of sc ______________ 1 70 12 

347 IC--· ···--------------- ]l 70 12 848 n.· fr ~ of sw ___ ___ _____ 7 71 11 
353 ,1c of ne. ______________ _ 1~ n rn 
354 ne fr of ne__ __________ 3 GiJ 12 

• No. liiJ fs sw of nc In sale book. 

49 .G-t
I
$(!,·(!fr Ll'wls ----------··· Davis 

} 120 . JOS(!l)h Zollinger · ·--· · ·- W:ipc-llo 
80 Ha nnah Aim Woo,1 _____ Wnpello 
.JO Hlrflm Hoysc _____ __ _____ W:wcllo 

} J:!O Jose1,h I ns:tr sol -·-·----- Jefferrnn 

SO Jo hn Humford ····------ JeUer.!lon 
80 DcnJ a min 'l'honrns :\IHI 

,John P. Moore. _____ ___ Wa pello 

~ 1'i~\\~~~~~c~~-,~~~b~1i·======== ~i:~::~ 
53.07 ,fo sio.h M. J<lght _______ _ Wa pello 
80 jJoh:1 Moor:.i _____________ Wapello 
83. H S amuel HownrrJ ___ ___ __ \Vapcllo 
.JO ,Geo . \V, Knight, Jr. ____ Wnpcllo 

!3 1~~~!1:~1l\C~ViiJ~~~l"fOi-d·===~ ~atpjfi~ren 
40 Thoma s W'llson _________ Wapc]Jo 
-10 Jucol) J~lpp - ---------·-·- Wapello 
.JO Hi111!.ldo .Urown · · · · ------ W:ll)ello €0 Hoher t Hrc,wn ___________ Jefferson 
so Wfl!lnm Dutflclel ····---- ll av is 
40 Elijnl1 Sp1wglc r ·-·· ·----- Vo.n Ilurell 
40 'l'homas C. Walker __ ___ Maho.ska 

158.90 J as. tl. Wright , Henry 
Slllfth anti Charle!'! 
Dudley . commts'n'rs ___ W apel lo 

40 SDmucl Magee ________ __ Wnpcllo 

} : ~~::~l~c;·~ta,~~~~t;;~:::::: ::'~::~a 
40 Daniel A. McIntire_____ W a pello 

1m J ncob Scott --- --·-· -- ···- ilol::ihasl.:a. 
~ 80 Abijah F. Cla rk •••.••...• Wnpcllo 

40 'l'llomo.s Deford __________ Wapello 
40 Adum \ \' ln neck ___ ____ ___ D11.vis 
40 Hlchmond Chend!(! - ----- WllJ)CJlo 
40 Jnmcs J•:step ····· · ··- -- -- Wapello 
40 D1tv id .ToJu1son -------- ·- Wllpc1lo 
40 Medon H ibbs · ·· --····--- Wupcllo 

} 240 ,Jam es G. Cumpl)(!I! - ·•-•* Davis 

Sfl.HJ 8Amuel Walker · ·---- -··-- ,JcfTcrsou 
40 Lewis :P. 'J'emplc ____ ___ __ Wapello 
41. ilJ ,John Wi lkin son -·· · --·· ·- Dnvls 
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DES MOINES R I VER LAND PA'!'ENTS-Contlnued. 

·----========cc=--==;=c;===cc=========== 

301 

361 
384 
803 
395 
3fi7 
400 
401 
408 
HO 
414 
rn; 
420 
420 
4$2 
H3 
440 
449 
450 
400 
4118 
(j(j] 

612 
r,25 
642 
r,4.r, 
M9 
G'I0 
51)4 

Uft7 
r,os 
()()7 
009 
614 
619 
6?2 
634. 
63'1 
6-10 
6M 
tl7,t 
078 
684 
088 
6ll0 
727 
7r,o 
1r,5 
1m 
109 
797 
Hli2 
810 
82(1 
828 
$3,1 
840 
Br,<) 
ano 
8r,7 
81.l'J 
son 
870 
870 
8$·1 
80-1 
001 
1114 
921 

Parts o f Section 

s ~ of nw, nw fr of 

Cl 
0 

'-' ., 
w 

nw . . s 
n o of se, sw of ge, _____ 35 
e b of ne_·---·-·-··---·- 28 ne of se. _______________ 28 

lots 7 and 8----- --···-· 17 
Jot 9 -··-·· - ·•-·· · --·· 13 
sw of se, ac of sw .. __ 31 
se of e•·-------·--·-- · 13 
nc of nw ___ · -· ---·--·- 7 
lot (J and SW of SW---· 17 
c ½ of ne __ . ___________ _ 7 
Jot 8 ----- · --- -- ______ 13 
Jot 6 ___________ ----· 9 
nc or ow ___ ____ ._----· 20 
IV ~ of Se ·- - ----- ____ If, 
c ~ of sc ____ · __ ___ __ 7 
no ot se ___ . ____ _______ 25 

nw ft of nw ___ ~----- -- 7 
liw o f ne_____ _____ 21 
lot 2 -·· ·--- __ -·----- 31 
FW or nn'--- ---- --------- a: nc of nw ___________ ___ 3ir 
lot 4 -·--- --- _________ 23 
sc of ne ____________ ___ _ ?3 
c ~ of ne ____ ___ • ______ J5 
s b o! nc ____ __ ____ ··-· 19 
c ~ of se . .• ______ . _____ 27 

W ~ Of ""·· _ .C--- -· • 27 
lots 6, 7, s, 9 nnd mx 

fr of ne ·· - ________ 1 
~e ()f aw ___ ·. · -·--·----- m 
sw of se·---··----·---- 13 w ~ of se, ne of sw ___ 21 
nw of ne _____ __ ~ _____ 13 
8W fr of SW • • ___ ·· --·-- 7 
OW Of Se v ,_w_______ _ 18 

W ~ /Jf FW-·- -- ·-----·-- 11 
se of ne . . _ __ __ -· a 
8!! ()f 8\\'_ · ---· •• --·· 27 
sw Of ne.·-····-------- 3 
Jots r, 1111rl a.···-·--·--- 11 n fr ~ of sw_. _________ 31 
nc or tle • ---- ·--- 20 
nw fr of no •• '"-·----· 3 
RW of so, SO- Of sw __ __ 3fi 
no . . . o ! of ne .. ___ .., ______ __ _ 
Jot i -----------···-·-· 
lot 2 ----·------ - ··-·-· 
su of se✓ --------- ~ _ _ _ _ _ 

33 
2il 
l7 

J 
1 

lot.a l nnd 2.·---- . . _ 2r, 
i,'\\' O:f !hV- ------------- 21. 
e ~ Of EW.:.---~-- ... _-___ -._ ..... )7 
nw of se_ _ . ✓----- sn ae of se._c_. ________ . __ !l 
lot· 2 15 
W 1J of S\V·--•·•---··--· 17 
$6 of no -, •. __ _ .. r, 
ri~ of ne_ . ,. _ • • • __ • l3 

1~1,t {i ~';i-=--·:-=:===~::: ~ 
A ~ ot nw. _____ ·-······ 8 
~ i'i of 110 ••• _. ____ __ ___ 1' 
SIV Of llW-·-··· • -· · ·- 21 
sn of n,'"'~ ne of -s\t·____ 3 
lots 7 illld S. ........ .... lO 
ne of sw, ____ . --··· 21 
SW of S{i ... _____ __ ,.. ______ ~ 8 

SW Of: S0-s------------ --- l 

C 
!< 
0 
E-

72 
70 
70 
70 
70 
71 
71 
71 
70 
70 
72 
71 
71 
72 
70 
71 
70 
70 
71 
73 
72 
78 
72 
74 
73 
70 
cs 
68 

'76 
71 
72 
77 
71 
70 
72 
74 
71 
72 
7l 
76 
7i) 
73 
75 
78 
78 
72 
';fl 
73 
(l;} 

7-1 
'11 
·7o 
711 
74 
74 
73 
'13 
72 
72 
72 
78 
71 
67 
78 
76 
75 
75 
77 
60 

"' ti) 
C 

~ 

13 
)2 

11 
11 
JI 
13 
11 
12 
12 
JI 
13 
13 
13 
l '.l 
11 
11 
12 
12 
12 
14 
J4 
]4 

H 
l6 
14 
11 
JO 
10 

20 
10 
13 
22 
12 
JO 
18 
17 
rn 
l8 
rn 
19 
17 
14 
HJ 
2?. 
2-~ 
H 
]5 
16 
12 
l6 
)2 . 
n · 
18 
18 
10 
14 
rn 
14 
l4 
l4 
14 
H 
8 

23 
19 
17 
16 
23 
12 

Patentee county 

131.59 Thomas .Jones -·· · --··-·- Wu1wllo 
80 \George BI;,thin!t --~- ·-- -- - Davis 
€0 )'doses Starr-· ---··-· ·-··- Van Buren 
40 jBcncna Fr~eI ··· - ·······- Van Buren 
78. 54 )Wi!lorcl P. Miles ······--- Van Buren 
12.31 ,Hugh H . Young ····--· -- \Vapcllo 
80 George W. Nelson ·----- .Jefferson 
40 Dudley Feris 'Wa pello 
40 William W , Carson -·--- Davis 
'18.46 Dani<,! MeHugh -· - ·· - -- · - Von Burcr. 
80 Abraham Maco Wapello 
40.80 Matthias Kail ···· -- ·-- · · Wapello 
57.Bri !Andrmv Cun1n1ins __ ___ ___ _ \VapeHo 
40 :conrud Schank . Wapello 
so iWilllam Pllrk -·--- ·····-· Van Buren 
80 ;Benjamin F. Brown .• _, __ ,Jefferson 
40 'tProncis Ham --- --····-- · Davia 
4-0.64 William Mellr!r --···· - -· ··-·Davia 
40 IOHver H. Mitchell· -··- · -- Wapello 
65.55 William neveil -"-·-···· - · Wapello 
40 o,,orge W. Linkenbnck.. Wapello 
41) Lewi, T. Baker- · - ·· ····· · - Wapello 
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s ~ nf ~.nv _____ __ ,. __ ____ Hi 
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Fl'! \"Vi lli nm H , BUtl(•r _____ ___ 1:>~lk 
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.cM {1ra nd\,.iHc l-l<1 .. nd ricks __ __ Po lk 
911 (\ViJl!am . L. Bnk e J" __ ______ \-:V·nnc11o 
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Bro,,·11 - ----- --- -----~~- - Tc tieTsO n 
I~ nvfd Vl. ,lOfHlSO il ------ -- - Polk 
William Dn ffieli1 ·-·-·-·-" l)ovlg 
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.Jn cob Booker · ·· -- ···-·· - To sJ)er 
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.• Jos t!'J)h Frce11Jflh ____ ____ ___ :.. .. Van nuren 
Jomes .A. H ro\\' t'i: and 

John D. Sanford-- ···•-· \"Va1wllo 
Pete ,• Oh!twood.-·•· · •··"· Monroe 
Le·w/s PoweU __ ,.. ____ ____ __ Polk: 
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Murthn Tho rnton •••••.. Wu.-ren 
ls.B U{! 1-frdrn,v -- ---~ ~-- -- ~---Vn n Buren 
Pctri r Hidge W.fty --""-- --- .;,.. - \.'l a n·,~n 
Willia.in lltyrick · -· ·······• IWnrrc•n 
H_ ei11·i• II.· 1°.,tcrson ._• -·· · 11yrmon 
An drew I. lltyrl"k . •.••.•. W arr:en 
Hemen P. Grnves •.••.. .. i'Vari·en 
Vnlcntinc !loaf.wrigh t ·-· •1l'olk 
.JameA Duffa · •· ·· ·•·· -•· ·lDavl8 
Byro n llfeo ·-····· ··-• ·· ·~ •11.'olk 
John ,Tohnson ·-··· · ··· ·· Wn.nelio 
Grnndvlllt:\ H ollnnd ·-· ·· . Polk 
Jol~n L Bpo~se~ler . . . _._. jP~•lk 
Ad tnlrnl lJ. M ll let.- -·--·•• i\li HJJello 
'1'hO Hl!tS Lyon ~- ------- --- M.ulHHikO 

* No. 1030 ,. sale book sa.ys: Sold to Joscp11 Keeney, and No. 17H, n prior patent t:o Wfl. 
J!am Lewis, Vol. A, page 116 . 

t No. ~7, snlo book, has the range 22 instead of 2L 
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l:Iendersnn T'olston . __ ____ Uarion 
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So trinfl R. C nln __ . _____ ___ \Vn r r l' il 
lVlll fa rn (1i1rnbf1 Ji_ ~- - --- -- - \Vorn•11 
Gus: ! n vu;. M . Al ui1:C' h __ .. . . . \Y:H h 'll 
Dnvfd 'l"'uttlo - --- - - --· ~- .. - liu r io n 

Ph illeti~ M . C ns~n 1h' _____ Po lk 
~tf•ph«~l\ DiV('! lhiss - ----- --- Po lk 
N'ulhnnf<'l .J, Powc•II ___ ___ Polk 
flc,nry Hnt~onpiJl!•r __ __ __ Pnl k 
.Jo h n H:lj"S - -- --- --- - - -- · - Polk 
i.Jo lnl \'V. \\l' ilkiIL .. -~ -- - ··-- r1o lk 
P (h \' in .n .. Clapp ___ _____ , __ Polk 
H.iclrnrd L. l'rowtm· ______ r•oJk 
"lVH!infn H. J\Ir·T-l l' nn• . __ _ Polk 
1lontit.1111n W . Hnirwr _____ :Polle 
1-i'.'d win lt. C'lnpp ______ ____ 1Polk 
Ffond r ick R osrhoon __ __ __ t>o !k 
Chnr!Q.A Jhnrow --- -~ --- - l'.)olk 
Nuttwnid ;_r. I'o\('elL __ ___ Polk 
.Jos~p11 H iner ___ ________ _ Po lk 
G<'Orge lL l.l . Ho okin s ___ Po lk 
.John M .. Klccwnnder. ___ . Po lk 

.John Rlckharf; ___________ De ll nH 
Ornw fo rd Cole ___ ____ __ _ Dnlhts 
Hjl"!Und O"tccn __ __ ______ __ Boo 1H1 
n euja:mrn \\7 illhH))S -- -- - - BOOll'! 
.l<tsse \,\'l'!lJiams - - ----- ~--- - Polk 
JBnnc •ri1Yy- - - -- - ~---- - - --- Von Bur<1ll 
,John M. Tow nsend ___ ___ _ Pol k 
,John D. P a .rmJc,c _____ ___ _ Worrr11 

James W. J'nce _______ ____ Dallas 
.foduthon 1Viddo __ ___ ____ Du Has 
lh1ss,!l Bo1nan ---- - ---- - -·· Pon, ,John Wear ___ ____ _____ ___ Polk 
,John Weur _., ___ ___ ____ ___ Po lk 
Srmmrl Orny ., ___ _________ \',"lk 
Lnwson ·{}. ·rer ry __ ____ ____ ,uunon 
J .. awson O. ~l'erTy ___ ___ ___ _ Wu rion 
,To lrrrn J,. N,,oL- ----- --· · - Marlon 
Rnrnucl H. Sconce ___ _ ~-- - na:_Vlk 
Alcxa.n.rfCr Pouts - -- ---- -- IP._olk ,Tolm TI . Moots _______ __ .. Polk 
li'PliX O. ]' ii n fs ____ _____ __ Polk 
Alhcr t W. \Vo ss on __ __ ____ l_:'o )k 
Ephrfarit Pierson .,., ___ __ _ Polk 
,Jesse Wllllnms - ---· -- -- -- Poll; 
S te1>Mn Co llln.s - - ----- - - " !.11tvls 
,Jog~pll H iner ·-- ----- ---- Po lk 
Peter Strnn<I. •-·•-- - ·-- --- · lfo do n lnnwR Clark ___ _______ ___ _ r~uvls 
Toho McLe11n - -- -------·· Polk 
;~moll Shook -- - ·· ---- - --· Davis 
Nelson Davia --· -· --------1?,:urrnn 
f;h11on }Us tvorth. - - ----- - -i~1-i!~ion _ 
·Petet )3utlet ____ ___________ 1Ma lrnska 

• No. 2801 ls riw of nc in sa le book . No. 2830 Is riw ot se in sale' book. 
of nw in sale book. 

No. 3000 ls •~ 
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78 
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z 

l!Offil 
308'1 
S091 
~i)<l:1 
3fr07' 
lWJB 
3]0,!• 
8]07~ 
BI O0 
m11 
~112 
3113 
31l4 
3116 
31l!J 
3121 
81 30 
zrn 
8I!l3 
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Parts, or Sec tion 
"' 0 

<) ., 
Cf) 

nw o f ~w _____ ______ __ .'l3 
,nv or f..!w ___ ___ ______ __ 2H 

n fr b of ne -- ---- - --- :i i:w of rw __ ___ ___ ____ __ 3 
KW of RC _ _____ _ _____ _ 8 
,e ol ne ______ ______ __ '.l 
!iC Of HC ___ ____ ____ ____ 25 
~c of nr ___ __ __ _____ __ () 
ll fr ~ Of rn1•___ _____ __ 7 
SW Of f.Jf! ------- ---- - -- 21 
Hr. of SW __ ____ .. _____ __ 17 
11 b of fiw __ ____ ____ ____ 1fi 
n(, of se __ _____ __ ___ __ 21 
nw of .!Hl __ ____ ______ __ l fi 
0 ~- of fi W _____ ____ ____ _ 0 
I'! ~ o r nw __ ______ __ ___ :-13 
tnv of ~e __ _____ _____ __ 3ri 
nw of nw __ ___ __ ______ 15 
nc of sc ____ ________ __ 7 

2fi 
fi 
2 1 

27 
l 

33 
.I 

35 
?.O 
23 
0 

I 
73 i 14 
,~ I 18 
,o l rn 
70 l 22 
7fi 1!) 
70 19 
78 24 
,;} 18 
79 24 
i8 22 
78 2.Q 
78 
78 
70 
78 
78 
78 
78 
72 

70 
,0 
80 
'jfi 

73 
78 
68 
77 
"" " 

22 
22 
19 
22 
22 
28 
22 
1G 

13 
13 
21'i 
18 
16 
21 
10 
2] 
21 

80 26 
~7 21 
78 22 
7D 22 
78 22 
71 i 14 

, 8 1 I 26 
77 2:l 
77 2c1 
77 22 
80 24 
79 24 
72 14 
sr, 26 
;r, 1~ 
78 22 
78 23 
81 20 
82 20 
78 22 
70 12 
78 ~2 
70 12 
77 2S 
78 22 
77 22 
73 1(\ 
82 20 
76 J!) 
Bl ~(! 
81 20 
78 22 
77 21 
so 24 
70 12 
76 19 
71 13 
78 22 
711 23 
so 25 

., 
"' .... 
(.) 

< 

40 
40 
50.99 
,j() 

40 
40 
40 
40 
81..13 
40 
40 
80 
40 
-10 
8() 
80 
40 
40 
40 

Pate n t ee Count y 

·-----·•------------· -·-···-"· .,.._ --· -·· 

'

Huth R~ctnr __ ___ _________ \Va p•'llo 
.Jo nathnrt E ,hnirds _____ _ Mariot1 

' '.l.'honrn s Du trhdd __ ____ ___ Da vis 
'\Vfllfarn S . J"r tic•J __ ___ ___ __ fVn r-r(:n 
Jainis E . Nt1 ;.1:-J ___ __ ____ ___ rrtariou 
.l a !rus E. K~aL ___ ________ \i»r-ron 
.Jose·ph M . G riffit h ___ ____ _ Polk 
,Jos<·ph Wa ll <'r __ ___ ______ ~,or ion 
Dan iPl 'F isher ____ ______ ____ Poll<: 
.John 'J'yJe r ____ __ ________ Polk 
W illis T y ler __ __ ___ _____ __ P o lk 
Elizabeth Lenk ____ __ ____ Polk 
Jr,, 8. 8cl1Prs ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ _ Polk 
Nleho1 n i:.:. Mothorn ----~--- r\:iarion 
.lnm(18 iL \Vn rrrn __ ____ __ Polk 
D. W. .Tohnson __ __ ______ Polk 
Hpl1rl m11 Pierson ________ P olk 
Hiley .Jo tH'H ---- -- - --· ··- . Polk 
George O., Helen ,T., nnd 

,John D. 8. Montieth ___ Wapello 
40 J o h n M. Harni!to n __ ____ _ Da,, is 
40 .James J\1oore - --- - ·------ -- Davis 
80 Aoflrew Cln rk __ __ ___ __ __ _ Polk 
40 EH Legge t ____ ____ _____ __ _ ;wari'on 
90.G3 .h~ssc Hit"ch io --- - -·· --- -- - - \Vape)l o 
811 William Boswell ___ ______ .rasper 
40 Snrn uel D. Kingdom ___ __ Van B uren 
,10 J.q aee Metcn lf __ ___ ________ Ma rion 
40 Willinri1 B<•<· k wi t: h _____ ___ Ma rion 
40 A kn.:undcr Pouts ___ __ ___ _ P olk 
40 .John 8nm11cl B t1M l' ------- Morion 
,10 .Joel Big-gs --- -- - ------- -- - Polk 
40 AJe,rnnder Burk ___ _______ Polk 
40 Hiley Jo nes ______ ______ __ Polk 
40 Flemm .P. Graves __ ______ Wuncllo 
40 .Jnmes Morse __ ___ _______ _ DolJas 
80 Joh n Hargis _____ ______ __ Winj-en 
40. 70 Wi llia m Ohilcs __ ______ __ _ Wn nen 
40 Willis Onok _______ _______ Warren 
40 Geo rge ·w . HoJL _______ __ Polk 
40 B<'njn m lrt F. Howen _____ _ Polk 
40 .Joseph H ayn e ___ __ ______ _ Wapello 
40 Oeorgc H ull ______ __ ___ ___ Boono 
34. &l William IL Young _____ ___ Mar lon 
40 Williftm Wilson ___ ____ ___ Polk 
40 Annias Rico <-- ------ -- -- - - Po lk 
40 ,John IJnlJt,y __ _________ ___ Dalla.~ 
,m Dnvtd ,Jones ------··---- --v ~oone 
40 \:\!iHh1rn PotW - -- ---- - - - - Polk 
80 Wi lli nm Oo.rtcr ___ ______ Davis 
40 T homns J . Gooch __ ____ Polk 
40 Amon l'lhook ---- - -----"- Oav!s 
•Hl Wil lis Cook ___________ __ \>("nncn 
40 T,e11'1s Goo,l iug _____ ___ __ _ Polk 
OfL~i Ji'red<'riek M. Stumbo ___ _ Polk 
40 .John W . McBri(ie _______ ~,1onroe 
HO D11\'!d Mlllm· __ ___ ____ ___ Boono 
40 .J,a irus re. Nea]_ ___ _____ ____ !\:fn ri o11 
40 ,Tame.s W. Ince _____ _____ Dallas 
SO :ioseph Newland ________ Dallas 
4{) John _ Rirlgewo y _________ Polk 
07 .60 Alfred Vertrees _________ ,fia1·Jon 
43.lO ,l otm Ol a ty __ __ __ ________ Polk 
40 · ,John Hlt1ning - ---,------ Davi s 
40 J"neoh I' ifer ______ _______ ,umion 
40 Olrn rlcs Harward ______ Wapello 
35.1!0 Williun1 H . H .. Word __ __ Polk 
4() Lewls J!'. Randolph __ ____ Polk 
40 Doctor F . H unt_ _____ ___ Polk 

"70• . .-~o . 910! ls so o f ne In s ale book. No. 309i , sale book, has township " 75" instead 
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.... 
0) 

.0 
s 

:i~HS 
332:J 
3.32;,; 
8329 
mi:H\ 
!l:1:lS 
?..~ -i1 
33,!2 
:1313 
33H 
3345 
3'.H S 
::?349 
2:ms 
:l!{ti5 
3~{)0 
381.!4 
3306 

38(;; 
3~08' 
3369 
3382 
3&89 
3391 
33!)2 
3303 
3396 
MOl 
3402 
340.'l 
3411 

Parts or Sect ion 

S C o f S I\"_ ___ _ ____ _ _____ 31 
sw of ne ______ __ ____ _ ; 5 
nt~ of se _____ _____ ______ : 3'.l 
s.e o f s,c __ ___ _________ _i 21 
lot 7 __ _____ ___ _____ ___ : m 
nn· o f f;-w ____ _ _____ __ _\ 25 
sw of m,· _________ ___ __ , J 7 
sw o f se ____ _______ ___ _ : 27 

n,\~ ot nw - -- ----- - -·--- n 
lot 6 - ---·--- -- --- --·- -- i S s ,-.;.• oJ nw _________ ___ _ \ 13 
sw fr of nw ____ _______ j 7 
n,v fr -of 1nL _ _ ___ ___ __ ,; ] 

s~v of se -·- - ------- --·- - 31 ne of n,v __ __________ _[ 11 
lot 3 and s w of so __ _ _! :l 
DC o f 1H\~ ------ -·------f ] fl 
se of se --- ---- --·-----! 15 

S \V ¼ -- - -- ----- --- --- -- : 27 se of nw ____ ___ _____ _ ; 23 

nw of n.w ---- ---- -- ---- ! 3!i 
Jo t 4 - --- - -- ------ --- -- i 1fl 
sw of se ---· - -- - -- - -- -- 5 
sw· of n,v --- -- -- -- -- -- ll ne o-f s,v __ ___ ________ _ 15 

lo t I --- - - - ------ - -·-· - ll 
nw of s\v -- ----- - ·--- -
nc of n,v - -·-- --- -- - ----nw of so _______ __ _____ ; 

11 
33 

<) 

lot 3 ------------- ----- \ 2ri 
s w fr of. n w and ue of nw ________ ____ ___ 7 

3417 se of sw ------- - - - --- 38 
3·121. sw· of se __ ____ ____ ___ _ 17 
3426 w rr 1, of s,L____ ____ __ 7 
3427 nw ot n,v ____ _________ 11. 

3'131 S\\' of nw "---- ----- --- 21 
3 4:-'{2 nw of sw, sw of nw __ 23 
~43-0 nc o f ne ___________ ___ 11 

3·4.'17 s·w of nw -- - ---- ------ 25 
8,13!'H sw of n e - -- -------- --- 27 
3442 s~ of sw ________ ____ __ 2n 

3,M8 n ~ oi SC - - - ------ -- - - - 23 
ii.ir,1 J nc o f se __ __ ___ ______ _ 17 

3451 ne of sw --- -- - - - --- -- 15 

~!~l \ ~c ?:
0 fof"~,~-====~==~=~=== ig 

3.1-r:;8 I sw o f s,v -------- ----- 2;J 
3.rno I xnv of nc - -------- - - - -- 2l> 

~!i~t~ ~c; o1f s~e========== == == ~~ 
;.!~g ! ~c io~\,~

0

==== =====~-==== i~-3478! : n -~ of nw ______ ______ 21 
3479 l sw o f: sw - -- -- ---- ---- i~ 
~:~ I ~,': i: :i ======= ======= 25 3,1841 nw o f. nw ___________ __ 2G 
3491 SC of SC ------- ------- 25 
:u92 ne o f se ---------- - - -- 3!:i 
34H4 SC of n f) _______ :_ __ __ __ . 19 

34-1!5 l se of nw - ----------- -- 2
8
·R 

350•1_· 1. ow. qr . - - ----- --- - --- -3504 so q r. ________ ________ 29 

3505 SW Of SC. - --------- ---- 2fi 
8507 S l\~ of SW _____________ 25 
3512 w fr 1t of sw __________ 19 

C: 

" 0 
E-

i 7 
77 
83 
8:3 
78 
so 
70 
73 
8i 
80 
81 

7.'0 
71 

" 81 
76 
82 

St 
7fl 
7c1 
78 
75 
75 
76 
77 
7S 
77 
71 
81 

72 
7'0 
81 
76 
82 
·i2 
78 
77 
80 
74 
80. 
80 
75 
75 
78 
81 
81 
75 
70 
78 
78 
75 
79 
79 
70 
76 
80 
?,() 
78 

" 78 
BO 
77 
81 
78 
75 

21 
'ZO 
•~(i ' 

?G i 

22 
25 

;~ I 
2n I 
2Tl \ 
2H l 
J4 ; 
Hi l 
10 ! 
23 \ 
2G i 
17 
26 

?(. 
23 
HJ 
23 
]7 

1!1' 
JO 
22 
1fJ 
21 
14 
?.e 

~;, II )7 
25 
25 
1s I 
IS I 
2!1 
25 
2G 
l!) 

~o 
2 4, 
24 
18 
23 
23 
~:l 
ro 
25 
20 
2-1 
?.O 
28 
2r. 
18 
2-fi 
24 
16 

Pate ntee County 

40 neo rg:~ ~- Di~nf'y __ ___ ___ \Mnriou 
40 .~lfrc-d \'~rtrC'e.s ----·-- --,.-/:1:.fo rio n 
40 Ur•n ry Bt•nn _____ , ____ ____ :nonnf~ 
40 [>hil 1p Hull - -- -- --····· - - ··-·· :Boono 
37.2(} Ephriu 1n P,•:1rr on ____ __ _ i i:1 ol k 
40 Al<' xnn•h·r Foutg. __ __ __ __ \Pol k 
.tO E cl w ilr11 n. :'\!f'l'\.in1H'·r--- - !D nvis 
40 ,.vnua1n H . . ~te ll ri de ___ _ .1:~1onro(! 
,1 11 -lnbn Hi.1rrioldP: - ·· -·--·· ··-- -if)nlli! s 
fi'.1.tH) pohn N lf' l) ('Jsnn ---- - - - ~- P")•o lk 
40 iI' homn s H azleto n __ __ __ •Dallas 
-t :1 . -n \VilliH-1n C u t rf _______ ___ \\"' n1wtio 
!N .2.G MnrUn P. Brook ____ ___ lhi rion 
40 ,;v1rna1n Ontson --- ---'- - - .fr.ffn· s:n n 
J.:H \:\"11.liarn Hi:i ~tif~ ____ ______ \Vu:rn-'n 
!JS. ;,'. O Joseph _ Nc wlnn d _____ __ _ '')nllus 
.rn / ohn \V fl lk'r-r ______ ___ __ _ '.l.la h nskn, 
40 C ull A nde1·son und 

160 
40 
40 
4!1. !"d 
40 
40 
40 
24 
40 
40 
40 
51.7.., 

79.'l 'i 
40 
40 
('I()_;!? 
40 
40 
80 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 

86 

40 
80 
40 
40 
8{) 

,JO 
80 
40 
81) 
40 
40 
40 
40 
-10 
40 
40 
40 

16() 
100 

40 

Chris t-in !'.! .!\L Anders on Bonno 
Ed win H. , Cl"P- ------ -" -· ,Tlls prr 
Oa ni,•I A tkin,;.on ___ _____ \\ln nen 
Gn rriu n 'i:\~ e11ver --- ~- -- - r,-inrlon 
Charles 0, Evnns __ ____ __ Polk 
Ruth .J nno Crnn1nlns ____ i\i. ohnskn. 
.Jocoh P ifor ____ _____ _____ ~iu 1·fon 
GntTian " 7'envrr ___ ___ __ l\.iuri ol'1 
G ideOL1 l\>J . F er-guson ___ __ W t1: rrcn 
F. benc,zer M. Fu nk . .. - -s-< nforion 
\\"." !ll hun H11 rlwe ______ ___ . f\'Union 
Morrns Sonrlers ______ __ __ Wuiwllo 
Edward 'J'l1ornlcy " ---"- · Do ll os 

40 
Gll.!l~ 
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• No. 35-13 s11ould be 25 , 75, R. 18, ns per s nlc b ook, which ls correct. • No. 8755 should 
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LAND DEPARTMENT 
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I 
37,(lg• se Of SW 13 
3i79 sc of nc, nc of se______ 3 3788 s ~ o f nw __ _____ ______ _ 11 
3790 w ~ of sw ___ __ ________ _ 11 
3801 ne o f mv _____ __ _______ 31 

3Sll-l DC o ( SIV -----········ · I i 
3815 sw o f <: w h•---------- 21 3819 e ~ of se __ __ ____ ______ l 

~ 1 UC Of SC • • ••••••••• ••• [i 
3S22 no¼, e ~ of nw ••• •••• . 31 3823 n ~ o f se ___ __ ___ _____ __ 31 
3830 se of ne __ _____ ___ ____ 5 
3$36 nw o f nw ______ _______ _ 33 
3642 nw of nw ___ __________ 17 
8847 w ~ of se __ _____ _______ 1 

3848 e ~ o f sw - - -------···· 23 
3,549 sw o f ne ····-·--···· ·· l 
3851 OW 'O f SC··· · -····-···· 23 
3852 no of ne ····--·-···· ·· 27 = :~~ gj :r Se O! SW •• •• 2? 
3869 n 11· o f se 27 
'.IB71 W ~ Of SW ·•••• •• -·•• 13 
3872 se o f sw ······ --··- -·· 3 
3874 se of se -·· --- · -----·· 9 
ssn• ue of sc 17 
3878 sw of ne, nw of se. ... 5 
3879 ne of se -···- ---· -- --- 19 = ~~ r:.~:-------------·· ~~ 
~! ~~\· o~f s~vw·::::::::::::: i~ 
3896 sc o f se ..•. • . •••••••. 11 
3901 r~ o f ne _. __________ 7 

3002 o w of n w - -- ------- · · 35 
390-1. n e of sw ···---- -- · -- ·· 25 
;j91}5 11W O f SW • •••• • • •••• •• 9 
391!> sw of ne 11 
3924 SC ¼ ..........•.••• • • ••• 13 
3930 SW Of DW - ·-·-···--··· 17 
3934 OW Of SC •••••••••••••• 25 
39H nw of sw ···----· -···· 27 
39-12 oe of sw - - · ····---·--- 23 
3054 ow o f ne - --------· -- 35 
3956 ne ¼ ·-·-·--···-·-···-·· 9 
3957 lot 3 13 
3958 sw fr of nw - - ·-··· · ·· 31 
8000 sw of ne -··-····--·--· 25 
8972 no or se fi 
3973 sw o f ne ....••..•••••• 21 
3074 ne o f nw -·--·-··- ---·- 9 
3975 nw of ne ···-··· -· ·· · ·· 9 
398-0 e b of sw 33 
8987 nw o! nw, nw of ne. 31 
3988 ne of sw ·····--··---- - 1 
399:.f lot 6 ··-·······-·--···- 13 
'3995 Jot B --·······--------· 13 
39913 SW Of D.W • •..• •••• •••• • 13 
3997 lot 4- and mv fr. ot ne G 

4001 nw of nw ···· · -----·· · 2!l 
4003 nw of ne --··- ··----·· · 27 
401 5 n w of ne ........... ... 27 
4016 nw of se --··------··· 23 
COl!O mv o f se - ---·· ------· 13 
4025 se o f se 17 
4006 e ; o f se, sw o:t sc •. -- 27 

84 
85 
87 

"' i7 
78 
77 
70 
83 
81 
81 
70 
"2 .. 
"' 80 
76 
78 
80 
82 
70 
73 
76 
; u .. , 
72 

" 85 
84 
84 
7G ,. ,. 
70 
80 
72 
81 ,. 
" 75 
81 
'i5 ,. 
8 1 .. .. 
80 
81 

" 72 
81 
81 
85 
79 
77 

" 84 
84 
82 

72 ., 
78 
78 
77 
7'2 
70 

" 27 
27 
27 ,. 
21 
20 

" 26 
25 
2:i 
JS 
26 ,. 
" 2:i 
22 
22 

" 20 
11 
10 
21 
21 
26 

" 11 
26 
20 
26 
10 
21 
18 
23 
25 
15 
26 
18 

" JS 
26 
JS 
22 
26 
25 
25 

" 25 
16 

" " 26 
26 
22 
23 
27 
27 
27 
26 

" 26 
21 
21 
21 

" 12 

Patentee Cou n ty 

-10 IE!ish n Spcckclmirc ·····- noonc 
00 F.zrn Rathbun ..... ....•. Boone 
80 .J c~s:i Goodrich -·· -• · ···· Webs ter 
SO Daniel Galer ···--··· · ·· · · Webst er 
•10 Dennis Pnyton ••••••• • •• Mnrion 
40 1'ho mos As hier .... . . ..• :. flts;1er 
40 Da"ld Clark . . . .. . . ...• •• Morio n 
&) .James Halt erm an -····· Polk 
40 !S"clson J . Meeker . .. . . .•. l'loono 

240 Clement Murphy ··• • u -- Polk 
80 Clement Murphy ·-·--· · · Po lk 

!~ Z~· 1~ · .; ~~.
1~s~~(1:::::::t~~~o 

40 F rancis W. Allen ......• • •Webster 
SO Byron Rfco - ·-····-··---- Po lk 
so n,•ron Rico . . . ......• . ••. Polk 
40 .Ja mes Sm! t-h ·····-···· · · Warren 
~o ,Tohn J,fnn --· ·········-· Polk 
40 Tsnac H as ti ngs --· · ····-- Polk 
40 Rob<."!rt Jones .••.......•. Hoono 
SO W ill ia m Ak ers _ ... ....•.• Van B ur~n 
40 Reuben W . l}Ioss. - • ••••• Monroo 
EO Ja mes W. Gill.. . .• _ •..•. lt\lArlon 
4.0 BriRnt Young · - · · ·· ·--· MA1fon 
40 Sanford D. Willlom:a .•.. Boone 
•10 .Jo lm Smi t h ····-···-·- -- Wnpello 

: ,?,':f:f9H%be~,~~~~ =::::::: l~~neBurcn 
40 .lolm Howser ........• • - Boone 

100 Samuel s m,cter · --- -----· Bo ono 
40 .John ,J . Springer . .. -- --· Marlon 
40 Ell Rivers t nspcr 
.tQ !-lilet us !). Clark .......• Marion 
60 Foster F lllo tt -···· --·-·- Polk 
,1;0 Nntha nlel J . P owell.. ••• Po lk 
40 John J . Sponseller ..••• • Wapello 
40 Willle.m W ellnce Waldo. Dallas 
40 ,Jackson ,Jones ........•• Mar lon 

160 Jeukin W. Morris~---- · ·· Polk 
40 E li a s Ramey ...........•• ~Jnrion 
40 .John Cr a btree ....... ••• Polk 
40 ,Joh n Forrenee ......••.. Marlon 
40 'l'b om ns Mitchell -·-···· Po lk 
40 Willi arn Jacobs .........• Dallas 

160 W illiam Fra ir.er ·-···--·· P olk 
22 Will iam Fraizer • . ....••. Polk 
42.96 Jacob Crum Polk 
40 ,John Crabtree , Jr .••••. • Polk 
40 Samit M. RockwelL. . • _. Monroe 
40 J acob R. Shricvc ..... -.. Wapello 
40 .John Newland ......• .. • Da ll ns 
40 .Tcduth an Waldo ··· ·- -- · DR II El!I 
80 .Ell as Zimmer ···-······· Doorn, 
82.66 Milton Smit h ·····-····· Polk 
40 Ro bert Wa ll ace -·- - ----•· Wa rren 
61. '13 James Corbin ·-· -··-·· · · Doono 
26.51 I saac Nutt •.••..• ......•• Bo ono 
40 William C. Crooks ....•• Boono 
87.94 Was!Jlng ton J and J<;a. 

ward O. NutL-... •. . .. Doono 
40 Henry D. Hendershott •. W apello 
40 J a mes Gildea ··· -··· ···- · lloono 
40 Charles W . L a mb .. . . . .•• JB!iJ)Cr 
.f0 Charles W . Lamb ......•• .J o.s1)er 
40 Willi am Cowman - ·----- Mulon '° J acob R. Shtteor ......•• Wapello 

120 J am es Davis • •....• . . ••• Dnvfs 

81 

• No. 3769 should be sect !on 15, lnstea ,1 o! section 13. No. aB77 cancelled- prlor sale to 
Phelix •n erlck. October 1. 1853. See No. 3826. 
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82 HEPORT OF SECRETARY OF STATE 

DES MOJ 1". ES RIVER L AND P,\ TENTS-Conlloued. 

! I Paru o f Section 

i 
4027 11,1• or S\1· __ ____ ________ l!l 7S I"' 
~U;1(l llC nf Sl\" • • ••••••••••••• 1!J i2 14 

i!!l. ~~~ ~: '.;t:It=}iJ i i I 
•tOW nw of .~w _____ __ ______ 17 7fr 23 
-IO!itl e ~ of sc, sw or ~c •• •• 23 78 ~-1 
40r.7 !! ~ Of NW........ . . ... ;j 82 '.W 
40C.!l lol O ••.. ••••••• ••.• •.• r, 7f1 2-1 
4\}74 rn1· ot nw • •. • • •• •••• •• !l ;;, 18 
407/i lot~ :1. 4 , !i, -; _____ __ ___ n l!S '.?B 
4077 ~m of ne --- ········--· 23 81 '.?Ci 
4078 n" nf nc ••• ••••• •••.•• 27 81 ~ 
40W nw of ne .••••••.•••••• 23 81 :.16 
40~2 i,,r. of SW ••••••• •••• ••• 3,) 78 21 
4087 IH' fif SC! ••••• • •••••••• 13 78 25 
4088 11 ~ o f nw ••••• •••••••• 7 81 25 
40!!0 nw o f nw __ ____ ____ ___ 23 'i"S 21 

::~ r~t °,f ~ .. :::::::::::::: ~ I: ~ 
-1103 ;;e of sw -········----- 17 81 25 
-11 01 1Iw or nw ••.••• •.•• ••. Ii a 13 
410ii ne o f nc ····-·· ··-··· 'II il 17 
4107 S ~ of 8W •.• •••• •••.... 1'1 'i9 23 
41 0'J Jot 2 ...•••••••• •.. •••• .5 ; G l !J 
-1 118 !lC or sw •.•••••. • •.... 11 &'J 26 
4119 Jo t -, !'i aml 41 • •••• •••• ••• :?3 84 'l.> 
4120 nw o f nc •••••••••• ••• • 11 82 2G 
4.131 w fr ~ o r se (or lo t 7 

11ml SW O[ ,;e) •• •••••• 23 St 27 
n:n w ~ or sw -·------···· 21 s-1 2G 
~133 !!C of ar. ••••••••••••• • 19 85 2G 
1137 81\' Of SW ••.••••••••.• 3 71 14 
4139 c ~ of sc , nw o! se .•. • 85 7G 17 
41.41 ll(l Of !IW • •••••• ••• •••• 25 73 1G 
41rl0 SIi' ot IICl • •••••••••• ••• 27 7!.l 23 

Paten tee County 

40 JNome Eai<trfd~ci • •..• • • Polk 
(0 .lll lll l'!'. Cot t r(.'11 .•••••••.• Wupello 
;}O Wlllinlll .Jneobs •••.•• •• •• Dnllos 
40 Ucnj arnln nr}·nnt _______ Polk 
so Tsn 11 r Nut t •••••••••••• •• Boono 
so Hf'(tick C'nrtwrl,1:'ht: •••••• lloo no 

120 Rrillck C'urlwr1g!1t ••••• • Boone 
40 ~•ti\ Rkhnrds •••.••..••• l'olk 

1~0 .Jot1u n. f- nn fon1 .••••••• Po lk 
so ;.,cth Wch11r1l l! ••••• •••••• \loouo 
:12 nnnkl rnu~cr~ •. .•••••• Polk 
40 Chorlc.~ Cooper •• •. ••..• iliarlon 
u:i. 10 ~clh m c:hl\l"<l!i • • ••••••••• Wf'hstcr 
,w Hrth Rl chs rd!! •••.• ••.••. Dallas 
40 Heth mr.lwrd.11 ..••..••••• Dellas 
40 !-:ilt h RJel111rrls ••..• •..••. D11 llns 
40 Wlltlnm F 11 lrly •••••• •••• . 1nsoc r 
40 Seth Hlchnrds ·······--·Polk. 
68.5-1 l-l<'nn· Car •..••.••••••••• Polk 
40 .Jalll<'s D. Nori!! •••••••••••. Tfl s ;,cr 
40 Wllli11m lll'n!lhttW ••••••• Wooelto 
24.3-1 Daniel Uel r -············. Polk 
40 Robert. Log 11n .••• •••••• Polk 
.ro .John ~o ,·Jo r •• •••••••••• Wapello 
40 Cary W . Carson •• • •••••• Mahas"l.::11 
8> $,;eth Rlthim1s ....••••••. Polk 
20.!)j J-:li jllh S. Hurd ______ • __ Marlon 
40 .John D. ) lont,:omen· ••• Doono 
S:.. 00 .John Pta • •••...•.•.••.•• Boone 
-10 John D. Santora .•••.•.• Boone 

';!l. 5S John D. Sanfor•L .•...•• Boone 
so John D. S11 n forll •••••••• Boono 
.JO ,John D. Sa ntor() • ••••••• Boone 
40 ~cth Richnrds --··-···-- · Wepello 

120 Jc~se Deo l~ ..••••••••••• • Mah11sk11 
40 Charles Amlcrwn •••••.• Monroe 
4.0 .Joh n J\"ohle Rm! W • .A. 

No!J lo -------·--- -·--- -- Polk 
fl.54 
m).) 
UOl 
'100 
4202 

lot 2 ••.•..• ••••••••. •• 33 S3 2G 42.05 'l'homus Ecl1m1nds •••••• Boone 

""' 4213 
4214 •= 
''" '"" "'" '"' 4242 
4243 
4f4r. 
4248 
, 200 
, 2~2 
4260 
42ii7 
42581 
<203 
4273 
4:z75 
4278 
~270 
4280 

110 of 1!11' ----- ··--····· !) 
nw or sw •••••••••••••• 27 
11 Ir ~ o:t llW • •••••• ••• 31 

8.'!- 26 ,JO Dtt\"ld A. Killion ••••• ••• Boono 
7fi w 40 ,John llu lllngton --· · ···- M arlon 
84 2G 76.51 Robert Meck •••••••••• •• Boone 

nw fr ¼ ••.•••••••••••• 5 81 !15 148.53 AUJ;!'UStl\S D . Wnlkcr ••••• Polk 
fl il of nr., nc of nc ••.• 31 
llW OI SIV ••••••••••••• 0 

70 22 120 WIiliam Sweeney •• •••••• Polk 
81 25 .io Richard Pierce •••••••• .• Polk 

60 O l l!W •••••••• --- · · - !) 81 25 40 Seth Rlehar(ls ---·····--· Polk 
ne o ! !!W •• • ••••••••••• G ;; 23 -10 i'bluc1u1 M . C 1n1u.dy ••••• • W u.rrc.n 
Jot. G • •••••••••• ••••••• '.!1 82 26 19.7.'.i Phineas M. Caudy ..•••• n oone 
flW Of 8C ••••••••••••• • 3 
11• ,! of !!IC •••••••••••• 23 

11\f of 8C --•·-···--·· · I 

76 20 40 George W. H o leman •••. Mario n 
84 2G SO Robert A . Moon ••. ••. ••• Boone 
'Ti 23 40 .rohn D. Parmlce and 

sc of nw •••••••••••••. 35 73 16 
ne ol s,v ····-··-····· 5 ii 21 
nw o f ne ••• ••••••••••• 27 so 25 
sc or nc ••••••••••.••• 25 S-1 27 
nc of nc -------·-· -··· · 85 83 '!6 
nw of sw ·-·------·· 29 77 10 
ne of nw •••• ••••••••• • 20 70 12 
ec ol nc •••••••••••••• 85 77 19 
l!C of ne ---··········· 1:i 76 18 
ne or nc ---------· ·· 25 85 27 
nw ot ew •••••••• ~--- 9 7S 22 
o lz or mv •••••••••••• 25 77 19 
SC or SC ·-···-··--···· 21 77 23 
!ltl" of llll', aw of nw •.• 23 80 24 
no of no . ••••••••••••• 27 80 24 

,o .. .. 
40 .. ,o ., 
" '° 40 
40 

"' 40 ., 
" 

John Wat.ts •.•••.•••.• Warren 
Reube n W . Mou •••••••.. Monroe 
WHlh1m Fairly ••.•. . • ••• Marlon 
Na thaniel ,J. Powell ••••• P olk 
.Tames .M . Martin.-· - -· - Boone 

tv::~mj,~~'W°cai:=:::::::: ~~n 
Philip D. Dodaon ..••• ••• Davis 
St.cr,hen A. Smith ••. - . • Marlon 
WIison Rt enlci,• ••••••• ~. Marlon 
Joseph Richardson ••• •• Boone 
Jefferson Robertson ____ Polk 
Yelle Yelsma. .•••.•••••• • Marlon 
Rolan Prentice •••••••••• Morlan 
Seth 'Richards --········· Polk 
Seth Richards -······ · --· Polk 

• No • .«l4,l should no doubt be for n ~ o:t nw nnd so of nw; the Janel described ln patent 
was l'leedcd to D. N. & R, R. Co. 

t No. f25S, tiatent cancel11:d and money refunded, prior sale t-0 Isaac Overkamp. 

LAND DEPA RT)IENT 83 

DES MOINES RIVER LAND PAT ENTS Cont'loued . 

t No. 4300, patent canccHed. Prior- sale to Jesse s. Dicks; see No. 3Gl.8. 




