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LIBRARY COMMISSION 
STATE OF IOWA 

'rhe Io\va Lihra_1·y Cmnmission was created by a Legislative 
enactment .for the explicit purpose of developiDg· and extending the 
library interests of the State of Iowa. While some of the functions 
assigned to this Commission are permissive there are certain others 
which are mandatory. The law states definitely that '"l'he Com­
mission shall give advice and connsel to all free and other public 
libraries, and to all communities which may propose to establlsh 
them, as to the best means of establishing a.nd maintaining such 
libraries, the selection of books, cataloging, and other details of 
library management." When this duty is carefull.y considered it 
is seen that it presents a far-reaching field of service, which the 
law requires the Commission to render, and the chara.cter of this 
service i,s one that calls for skilled and experienced workers. Advice 
and counsel cannot be given by those without training ,ind expe­
rience; and the selection of books, ·cataloging and other details of 
library management call for the services of tl10se who by temper­
ment and education arc able to impart information regardiJ)g these 
matters. It will be seen, therefore, that the first duty definitely 
laid upon this Commission is to provide skilled service in founding 
and developing local pnblic librarieS; a iding those libraries ,vhich 
are already in existence to a.dopt higher standards of service, and 
also estilblishing ·libraries in the various thriving towns and cities 
of the commonwealth without library facilities . The methods by 
which this should be accomplished could not be specifically set 
forth in the law hut the Commission is authorized to employ such 
help as was .requisite, within certain :financfal limitations, 

Other functions specified in the law are of a permissive nature, 
and include features of extension work that are very desirable and 
helpful. One other mandatory provision of the law, in addition 
to the active extension work, is that the Commission shall operate 
a Traveling Library system, and this important feature of the work 
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has been dc\'elope l in the most ffJ•atjfying wn~•, 11 
in this report. 

1'he Library Commission is well nclnmccd in !he second decade 
of its history, and as the 11·ol'!, prog1· sses cl iffcrent l'e ults have 
been secm·ed from those of the fil· t clecadc. 'l'he ob\'ious things 
that clamor to be clone and which bring about th crc11tion of an 
organization or movement provide immediate and unusual activities 
dnring the fi , t few years; and in addition to this, the enthusiasm 
and zest with which those cha1·ged with the new task entel' upon it, · 
all ente,· into the charactet· of the ea rly work.- '!'he Library Com­
mission .has realized these usual experiences in the fi rst ten yem-s. 
of its li'bt·ary propaganda in Iowa, its logan being · ":\fore and 
better lihrar ies for 0111· state." Now, however, a.· the work of 
library extension adva nces throughout the state, and we have 
reached the per iod of steady growth our repo rt must leal. not so 
much with an enumeration of new fi elds tliat have b en entered 
and new libraries established, bnt more· with the stl'en.trthen ing and 
deepening of the influence of pnblic li bl'aries in the Y>1 rions com­
muniti es where H,ey have existe<l for a sufficien t nnmh<'1' of y~u·s 
to have made a place for them elves in con11111111it~• Ii e and to be 
recognized as educationa l agencies. 

The number of free public libraries in the state on !he municipal 
tax basis, has now reacl1ed 112, with the additional one ttt Webster· 
City, which is maiuta ined by the endowment of l\Ir. Kendall Young. 
During the past year two coun ty seat to\\'n hn,·e ,·otPcl favorably 
on the establishment uncl maintenance of a pu·b,Jic lihra1·~• by taxa­
tion, viz: Bloomfield, the connty scat of Davis Comity, a11cl Sigour­
ney, the county seat of Keokuk county. '!'he decision of these two, 
to provide public collections of books, reduces the count,v scat 
towns in the state without free public libraries to fou rteen. In 
fou ,· of t.hese connty seat towns there a1·e libmry a ·•ociations, but 
there are no free public libraries supported by public taxatio11 in 
the followiug fourteen counties: Adair, Allamakee, Butle1·. Clay­
ton, Fl·emont, Looisa, Ri nggold, helby, 'l'aylor, Uni~n, Van Buren, 
Wayne, Winnesheik, Worth. While it would I e p leasing to state 
that we have no conntie wi thout· librnrie.·, we must 1·eca ll the fact 
that the librury movement is still yonng, that there a.re 9~ counties. 
in tbe state of Iowa, and that twelve years ago here were bnt 
forty-one free pnblie libraries in the entire . ta te. There has been 

t 
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rapid iiclvance from year lo year, ,md each yc111, has seen sereral 
collllty seat tow11s enlisted in this populal' educntional work. 

During tl'.e bienni I period library build ings have been erected, 
or at·e now _in p~ocess of erection and nearing completion, through 
the gencro 1ty of Lr. Cm·ncgie, in the following town ·: ln1dubon, 
!f;9,000; Bloorn6cld, ·10,000; Colfax, $6,500; Duul ap, $10,000; 
Eldon, • ·ii,UOO; Bmmetsburg, $10,000; O ruudy Center, $10,000; 
Knoxville, $10,000; ~l issouri Valley, -·10,UOO; Sac City, $8,000; 
'anuol'II. $,i,000; ·ioux 'i ty, $75,000, and 8pirit Lake, $10,000. 

Of these bu ildings the one at Sanl orn and the one nt ;l!is.~ouri 
, alley have been completed and a,·e now occupied . 

nlan.1• of the smaller towns of the state are seeki11g to pt·ovide 
liUra1·y futiliti <!s fo1· thei1· citiie11s and a beginning hns been made 
by ol'ga uizing Library Associations or uniting in the support ,,: 
sub ·cri'ption Jilmtrie ·. 'l'hesc libraries, of which there are about 
40, a t·e mot·e or less unstable, because there is no permanent in­
come for support. and it is the hope in most of these towns to 
eventually vcte a 111uo i.cipal tax under the provisions of the state 
Jaw and provide free public libraries. 

The pioneer task of al'ousing a sentiment in favor of voting the 
local tax, curing a reasonable coll ection of books and erecting a 
Jibr,1 ry building, calls fo r much courage, persistence and hopeful­
ness on the p,u-t of those in the community, who are associa~d 
io the work of establishing tl1e library, and the Secretary of the 
Library Commission actively cooperates in this work, in her 
capacity of Director · of library extension. The majority of the 
Iowa librn l'i cs have now, however, reached a position of per­
maueu e ancl strength where more attention and more funds c·an 
and must be brought to bear upon the far-reaching problems of 
active book d istribution. .According to -the statistics sent to the 
Library Commission office at tl1e end of the yea.r 1911, the total 
number of volumes u{ the free public libraries of the state was 
almost 800,000, or to be exact, 789,038 volumes, and the reports 
•of circulation of these books during the year 1911 was 2,487,595. 
Tl1ese figures do not include the .Association Hbraries, the college 
and university libraries, or the libi-aries in the vadous state in ­
stitutions, under the Board of Control, and the state li'IJ,raries, 
but only free public libra1·ies. This use of books exceeds the total 
population of our state by several thousand, and we can at least 
say that our free publie libraries made possihlu the use of books 
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duriiw the year that a\·crc1gcd .the r('adlug of at least one book 

by eY;ry inirnhi tm1t of the state. . 
'l'hc I lbrarian is becoming rccog:nlzccl jn many of ou r towns and 

cities as au important and necessary facto r in any movemen t for 
civic or social betterment . One of th e statemen_ts mad~ at the re-. 
cent meeting of the American Library Associa t.1 on, wh ich a~ousecl 
much interest, was that the librarian should spend a~ least :.>O per 
cen t of her time outside the li brary building knowrng l_1er c.orn­
mnnity and its int erests and needs. Some of the Iowa hbrar,am 
are active in local movements for eom_m~nity '\J~tterm;~1t a,~d ~re· 
recognized as thoughtful students of c1vrn quest10ns. I It ~ . social 
center idea " as applied to the l ibraries in the smaller citi es and 
towns, is bringing into use the lecture rooms and club rooms m 
library buildings in a way to attract new r eaders to Hie bool'.s and 
to inspire the community with renewed mteres~ 111 the . bbrary 
through the talks, lectures, pictures and music that is there 

~~~ . 
Public libraries with reasonably large collections of books, should 

he the lo.,ical centers to which people may turn for gmdance m 
reading a;d study, after the class room has been left behind. The 
ran dom reader with little purpose and small acquamtance with 
hooks, sho·uld find symJ)atheti c suggestion and gnidance, so that h1s 
interest is aroused in new subjects an d new fields of thought ~re 
suggested. The cager seeker who is not a scholar, welcomes a guide 
through the laby rinth of literatme, so that he may flnd the best 
that is availatfo on the su bject in which he is interested. H ence, 
the skilled librarian is a vitally important facto r in developing new 
methods of service, and the quality of this service is la1·gely the 
test of the Jibra.rv's eificieucy. This Commission is solicitous that 
the Jibr m·ians of the state shall evolve plans tliat will best serve tlie 
needs of the people of each community an,d there is a growing 
recognition of the function of the librm·ian as a director of reading 
which is making for a higher grade o.f l ibrary service. 'l'he 
preparation ancl printing of outlines and courses of reading that 
will aid the librarian in this work is a log·ical part of this develop­
ment. The fact that thousands are enrolled each year in the various 
correspondence schools and other commer cialized methods of ~each- _ 
ing, is evidence of the desire on the part of many, for direet10n m 
study and reading·. 'l'he spoken word will always be potent and 
should be ntilizecl by the libraries in attracting attention to the 
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si len t prin ted page, as the books other than fi ct ion are often un­
heard of by many people. rl'he lecture rooms and club 1.·oon1s in 
our library building·s afl:'o L·d faci lities for book ta lks, travel talks, 
with pictures and various methods of interesting indifferent people 
itt the resources of: the libnir_y. Where but to t he local pub lic li­
brary, supported by taxation tis an cdncational ceuter1 shonld the 
people turn f or aid in self education ? "The tru e university for 
the people is a collection of oooks ." 

'l'he question of mral ex tension of library p ,·iv ileges is here to 
stay. It is neither a fad nor a,n expel'im ent. We have, however, 
learned much by that school which is so rigid and nnyiclding­
exp eriencc:- and knov1' that the Iowa tmvriship li brary extension 
law is greatly .in need of amendment to meet the actual couclitions 
which have developed as the law has been tested. To the three 
tolvns of Clarinda, 'l'ipton and Onawa we are especially indebted 
for testi ng the law, where such gratifying resu lts have been ~hown 
even with the weaknesses of the Jaw which have been revealed. Vie 
are under especial obligation to the Onawa public library, boffi" for--· 
the strong support financi ally and otherwise, that J udge Addison 
Oliver gave to the work of township extension, and to Miss E llen 
I . True, the Onawa librarian , for her pers istent, enthusiastic labors 
in bringing about the adrnira'ble extension work in j\fonona county. 
'l'he condit ions of present day life m·e such that whether we wish 
it or not, librari es are compelled to adopt some of the policies and 
methods of the commercial and business world, and the principle 
of extension is one that has been thoroughly accepted and is being 
developed in the activit ies of the business world. "'l'he old order 
changeth.'' Under the pressure of present day life it is not ex­
pected that people shall go to material t hings at some central point 
in order to secure the benefits that are offered, but commod ities are 
made as easily accessible to the people as possible for their con­
'.Venience and comfort. Books as an educational commodity must, 
in the hands of librarians, be made accessibl e by similar methods. 

" Library Publici ty" is an outgrowth of this principle of adapta­
t ion of present day methods to educational work which have been 
tested in the business world an d found applicable to the work of 
pu1'Jic libraries, and we are now realizing that t he people must be 
told about. their own libraries in order that they may realize that 
the real books are there and that recent fiction is quite incidental. 



12 SIXTH Rl•cPORT 

H i a ma.Lier for congra tulation !bat the ' talc Board OL Conh-ol 
of the State b1sti tu tious has re torcd the position of Supc,·vision­
Librariao of . 'talc In t itutions, and that )Ii Julia A. Robinson 
has been elected to that position . She has been associated with the 
wo;·k of the I<entu ·ky Libra1·y om mi ion , bnt i an Iowan and a 
gn,cluate of the Wisconsin Library School. Conside rable national 
recon-nition has come to Iowa in a library way bccau e Iowa was 
the first state to undertake in 1906 systematic superdsion and devel­
opment of the lihraries in the fou rteen state hosp ital . refo rm 
school and penitentiaries, and :lliss Miriam E. Cat"e,r, wa · the 1frst 
Supervising librarian of these state inst itution . U ,. remo\'al to 
a neighboring state at a la rn-c,· salary for simi lar work. crea ted a 
n wanc.r fo1· ,i time. and ) Iiss R-0liiuson 's appointment has again 
placed t hi important work on a permaneut basis. 

Conwiissio11 ers. During the biennial period CO\'ered b~- this re­
por t, the membet-sh ip of th is Commissiou has been materially 
changed by the loss of three membe,-s. •rwo of these \\'ere ex-officio 

__ membe1-s, viz: John F . Riggs, tate uperiutenden t of Public In ­
struction , and P1·esident George E. MacLcan of the . late Uni­
ve,-sity. Supt. Riggs' term as State Superintendent ha,·ing exp irerl 
J anua ry 1, 1911, his position as member of this Com mission, ex­
officio, ceased. 'l'he resignalion of President 1IacLeau as head of 
our State University, and his consequent removal from t he state, 
August 1, 1911, made vacant his posi tion, which he had filled so 
acceptably, since the creation of the Library Commi iou in 1900 . 
.Although taxed with the heavy duties and responsibilities as head 
of the State University, President l\IacLcan was ne,·er too busy to 
give thought to the work of library extension in the state of Iowa, 
and was unfailing in his sympathetic interest in aU of the ac­
tivities of the Library Commission . He attended the meetings of 
the Commission with g,·eat regularity, and his judgmen t and coun­
sel were invaluable. As member of the Commission he was inter­
ested in the establishmen t of the Sommer Librar y School at the 
State University in 1901, under the join t auspices of t hat institu­
tion and of the Library Commission. His retirement from the 
Commission was the occasion for the passage of the following 
resolution presented by Mr. J ohnson Brigham, Chairman of t he 
Commission : " 

"Keenly deploring the circumstance which compels the sever ­
ance of our r elationship with George E . MacLean, as a member of 

., 
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lids Co111rnissiou1 and t eliu0 · a deep ~cDsc of loss in cou equence, 
11ol ou l.,· personal loss but al:o loss o{ r·ou nsel and advice, wh ich, 
in t l11· .,·<•.-1 1•:-. we lrnn) 81 11 to~rctlw1·, hns en:r hl!cn foum.l e:,tre111cly 
hcl pl'nl: 1111d ~•et snrc, t hat ill othcl' fields nncl nuder other circum­
sh1n,· s, nell' and laro-e ,· opporl nn iti<.'S for nsefulness await him ; 
wc

1 
his a. ·sociat e mem'bers on the Iowa Libntry Commission, unite 

iu exlrucling to our as ·ocinte and fr iend our heartiest anrl best 
ll'ishcs for his future. V, c would spr ad upon the mi nute of our 
Commissio 11 ou ,· tri l nte to President i\fatLeau 's uJ1swe,·ving fidelity 
1·0 public duty, his ·trong, firm o-r asp of the problem and work of 
the ommission, and the inspiring en thusiasm he was wont to 
bring to our conferences, making the most confusing way cleat· and 
s g"estin" pt·actical solutions to the most complicated problems. 
llowc,·c,· £111· he and onr dca ,· fr icnd,:lh-s. 1facLP,ll n, may .ii fnture 
be r emoYecl from us in space or time, onl' intere t in thcil' welfare 
will conlinne through the years unaffected by cit· nmstance. " 

The cleat l1 of Ca.pta.in Witter R. Johnston, of Ft. Dodge, created 
the thil'd Yacancy on the Commission dul'ing the biennial periocl. 
Captain Jolrnston 's name has be n associated with library develop­
men t in Io\\'a for more than 25 years, and be was thoroughly im­
bned "'it h the conviction that good books are one of the best means 
of developing bette~ citizensliip. He was appointed by Governor 
L. i\L haw as a member of the Commission when it was created 
in the year 1900, ancl had been reappointed twice to succeed him­
self as one of the ommissioners. He was regulal' in his attend­
ance at the meetings of the C!)m mission, and was beloved by his 
associates on the Commission and 11,y library workers throughout 
the St.ate. 

E l e\\'here in t his report a.re printed the re olut.ions passed by 
the Libl'ary Commission at the time of bis death, and also the ap­
preciation of him which appeared in the "Iowa Library Qu.a.rterly." 

These three vacancies on the Commission have been :filled by 
State Superintendent A. i\L Deyoe, and President John G. Bow­
man, the two ex-officio members; and to fill t he unexpired term of 
Captain .Johnston, Governor Carroll appointed Mrs. A. J . Barkley 
of Boone, who has been identified with library progress in the 
state for many years, and is President of the Board of Library 
Trustees of the E ricson P ublic Library at Boone. 

Meetings of the Com.mi ion have been held quar terly, in Des 
Moines at the headquartet-s of the Commission in the State His-
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torical lrnildiug, with the exceptlon of the meetings at Davenport
1 

October, 1910, and Mason City, October, 1911, in connection with 
the meetin gs of the State Library Association, and at Iowa City, 
July, 1911. 

Sta/J'. During the Thirty-fourth General Assembly, the Library 
Cornmis~ion in conformity with what the members nnderstood to be 
one of its duties, presented to the Committee on Retrenchment 
and Reform of the 'l'hirty-foul'th General Assembly, a carefully 
considered statement regarding the salaries and po.sitions, as the 
Jaw authorizes that Committee to fix salaries. Slight increases in 
salaries were recommended and the need of more help to care for 
the greatly increased work of the Department was shown, but not 
.asking for an increased appropriation. A reasonable readjustment 
was asked, within the limit of the total annual appropriation of 
$11,000.00 and the specified salary limit of $6,000.00. It was 
assumed that such a recommendation from the Commission as to 
the needs of the work under its special charge would receive con­
sideration from that Committee, which doubtless must obtain 
definite information from those familiar with the needs and pos­
sibilities of the work in band in order to reach conclusions. 'rhe 
Committee on Retrenchment and Reform declined to act on the 
suggestions made by the Commission, hence it was not possible to 
secure the much needed help for field work, and the salaries have 
1·ernained as heretofore. Only the loyal and unselfish devot ion of 
the staff of workers to the ideals of altruistic service rendered to 
the State by good books, would have made it possible to continue 
the work along the lines which have been developed. 

. The staff of the Commission has undergone several changes with­
m the past two years. Readjustments are necessary from time to 
time, and the Commission is constantly confronted by the fact that 
p1'0fessional standards must be maintained and that the character 
of the work calls for trained library ffcrvice, but that the salaries 
paid are so sma.ll as to rnake it difficult to secure ,and retain such 
~ssistants for _a long period. The pos~ of Reference Assistant 
m the Travelmg Library work whichi\va,; held by Miss Eliza E. 
'fownsend was made vacant by her resignation in November 1910 
to accept a position at a larger salary in the Spokane Washington' 
Library, and Miss Ida L. Lange, the Organizer was ;ransferred t; 
this. position. The work of the Traveling Library has developed 
rapidly along the lines of serious study; and definite requests for 
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aid in securing material for systernatjc reading and study, de­
bates, etc., ]1ave made t he reference work one of the most important 
features of the Travel ing Library. Miss Lange cooperated with 
1\rliss Brown in a Jnost capab1e ancl thorough manner in m.aking 
the reference work of the Traveling Library more efficient, and 
her resignation wl1ich took effect IVIay l, 1912, was a distinct 
loss to the Department. Mrs. Priscilla P. Burd served as Or­
ganizer from February, 1911, until l\ilay, 1912, when it became 
nectssary to transfer her to the Traveling Library work. 'Mjss 
Grace Riffle who had been associated with the work as GeneraJ 
Assistant for almost four years and who had charge of the loan 
records of the Traveling Library resign eel from the staff in April, 
1912, an·d Miss Pearl .Phillips was appointed to succeed her in 
that work. 

The large volume of work both general and for the Traveling 
Library, entails heavy and increasing correspondence; and this, 
together with the bookkeeping and the responsibility for bills, 
vouchers, etc., has been ably cared for by Miss Ada L. Sept er for 
the past three years. It will, however, be necessary to make pro­
vision for additional help for the correspondence soon, as prompt 
response to requests, all of which are by mail, is one of the es· 
sential features of onr work. 

The work of Miss Edna Lyman, for the brief time each year 
that tlrn Commission has been able to secure her services as Ad­
visory Children's Librarian, has brought most gratifying results. 
Every library visited by her reports practical help in selection 
of children's books and in work with the children, and also in­
spiration and a broader outlook gained from her pnblie addresses 
to parent s, club women and teachers. 

~rhe Organizing work has been especia11y appreciatecl where 
new libraries are starting. '11he capable, · painstaking work of in­
stalling modern records and methods and instructing the inex­
perienced librarians in their new work is recognized as one of 
the most valuable services the Library Commission can render. 
1'he following: J1braries have been aided either in organizing or 
in developing their records during the biennial period: Center­
ville (card catalog), Dunlap, Garner, Humboldt, Missonri Valley, 
Mt. Pleasant (card catalog), New Hampton, Oelwein, Osceola, 
Traer, Waverly, Woodbine. 
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&encra/ Librr,ry La11·s. Jn the last printed report of this Com­
mis ion a full state111c11t wns m11tlc of the hangcs that arc needed 
in the lall's of tl,c ·tat:c rela t ing to free public librari,•s. Inas­
much a some of the measmes recomme11ded b~· t h tate Li­
brarv Association uid 11ot become l11ws during th la t General 
Asse;,,bly, I he legislative Committee will s ek to secure action 
by the next Gc11era l Assembly. 

This Commi sion is actively interested in the u1 build in<> of 
tlw free puhlic lil11·,11·ies of the st.ate. Thi. is 011c of the chief 
duties assigned it by law. It is therefore o.f great conccm that 
the state laws regard ing the est.ablishment and maintenance of 
free pu blic libraries sha.ll be strengthcucd and amended from 
time to time as the growth of the \\'Ork and changed conditions 
requfre. In cou ·ultation with librarians and library trnstees the 
following de ·irable changes in the law ha\'C been broun-ht to the 
attention of the Com mis ·ion. 

Section 728 regal'Cling trnstees of public libral'ies should be 
amended without ilisturbing the working of the law, by reducing 
the nmnber of trustees from lline to seven or Jh·e. 

Section 732 regarding the tax levy is fundamental. The limit 
placed therein as to the miL'fimum amount of levy allowed by 
law should be raised to at least live mills; this being permissive 
and not mandatory within that amonnt, it wonld enable Library 
Boards to develop the wo rk along special liues when unnsual 
conditions ru·ose, provide for the related interests of the library, 
and build up the collection of standard books. 

Libraries in commission governed cities are coufronted with 
an embanassing situation as there is much uncertainty as to the 
intent of the law in relation to library boards in those cities. 
It is of the 11tmost importance tl>R>t there should be legislation, 
making clear the doubtful poin t regarcling the number of li­
brary trustee under this plan and whetl,et· t he powers of trustees 
as set forth in tl1e general law apply to these cities. 

The township extension feature of the library law bas been 
touched upon elsewhere in this report. Section 592 should be 
amended by inserting a clause provicling that unless a request 
is made by the residents of the township (by petition or other­
wise) to discontinue the levy, the trustees must renew it from 
year to year, and that to~vnshlp trustees must levy the tax upon 
petition of a majority of the residents. 
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/J cla,lctl 8/al cmenls. The tota l unnua l appropria tion for the 
work of the Lib rary Commission is 11,000.00. This covers all 
the activities of the Commission, traveling library. extension, 
sala,~es. traveling expenses, etc. Inasmuch as I he law provides 
Umt a II accounts and expenditures must be audited and allowed 
by the State Executive Collllcil , the detailed statement of ex­
penditures is given in the printed Reports of the Council. 

'tatistics r egarding the public libraries of Iowa are given in 
each i sue of the Iowa Officia l Register and those regard ing school 
libraries will be found in the Reports of the State Superin tendent 
of Public Instruction. 

'rhe law under which the Library Commission is authorized 
will be found in Code Supplement, 1907, p. 687, and amended by 
Chapter 190, Laws of 'l'hirty-third General Assembly. 

TRAVELING LIBRARY 

In summarizing the work of a biennial period it is sometime& 
interesting to turn back the pages of yearly records and look 
again at the beginnings, in order to measm·e the growth. That 
the Traveling Library hM stead ily progressed is attested by the 
fact that in 1901 there was issued a total of 174 fixed group& 
(of 50 vols.) as compared with 1,374 loans in 1911. The year 
1901 marked the beginning of the development of the open shelf 
collection to supply material on special subjects for those who 
bad definite interests and needs, and five requests we,·e filled from 
clubs and individuals. In 1911, 1,013 requests ·were filled from 
the open shelf collection, the size of the collections varying in 
nUJ:nber. 

Each year there has been a steadily increasing number of re­
quests for mate,~al on specilic subjects, and appeals for direction 
and help along certain lines of investigation, which have ta.,:ed to 
the utmost the small staff of workers. Such requests require 
knowlegde somewhat out of the usual, a sort of intuitive ability 
to read between the lines of very meagre letters; Ulllike the refer­
ence work in the public library where individuals cao verbally 
make known their wants by conversation and exchange of views. 
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'rhe borrowers at a. distance arc many times individuals who are 
unfamiliar with t he scope of su bjects, and not accustomed .to ex­
pressing themselves in letters. H ence, more info rm ation is needed 
and much co tTespondenee i,s often enta iled. S ttbjects are often 
selected upon which material is not easily available, or in some 
cases a large collection must be sent, as wide reading· of many 'books 
is necessary. 'l'he problem of supplying t he nee<ls with as few 
books as adeq uatel_v cove r the subject, also has to be co nsidered, in 
order to keep the transportation charges by express or mail as 
low as possible. 

Many agencies in the state stimulate an interest in and use of 
books, and it has been the policy of the '!'raveling Library to co­
operate in every way possible with such agencies in providing books 
on various subjects. The Agricultural E xtension Department of 
tile State College at Ames has continued t o make extended use of 
the books on Agriculture and related subjects, and books from t he 
Traveling Library have been carried on exhibit cars and used at 
the short courses and in connection with the organization of 
farmers' clu•bs. The granges are also making use of both the agri­
cultural books and those for general reading. Exhibits have also 
been made at county fairs, where an effort is being made locally 
to arouse an interest on tile part of the farmers in th e use of books 
from tile local library. 

There continues to be a wide use of the '!'raveling Library de­
bate collections, both for the subject decided upon each year by 
the High School Debating League, and also for the many debates 
on other subjects in tile va.rious high schools in t he small towns 
throughout the state. Only through the use of the Traveling Li­
brary would these debates be possible in towns wher e there is no 
local pu'Mic library. Tile reference lists and bibliographies for tile 
Debating League subject have been prepared by the librarian of 
the Traveling Library each year, fo r printing in the League H and­
book. 

As set forth in previous reports, tile Iowa Federation of Women's 
Clubs contiu1;1es to be one of the strongest allies of the work of the 
Library Commission, and there is· very close cooperation between 
the many clubs in the Federation an d tile Traveling Library, b2th 
in tile preparation of club programs and in the supplying of books 
for club study. 'l'he Librarian of the Traveling Library, has been 
a member of tile Literature and Library Extension Committee of 

I 
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tl1e I. F. W. C., for several years, and was ma le hairman 0£ that 
omm ittee two years ago; this has correlated the work of the clubs 

and the Traveling Library even more closely. There has also been 
close cooperation with the Iowa ongress of Mothers nnd P,11·cnt­
'l'cachers A ociation in the preparation of a study outline on Child 

tudy, and in t.Jie use made of the '.l',-,,vcling Libra,·y books. The 
librarian of the '!'raveling Lib rary is also 'hairman of a committee 
of the League of Lib,·ary Comm issions (the national organization 
of the various State Library Commi sions) for the preparation of 
outlines for study and systematic reading, for use in connection 
with the '!'raveling Libra ry systems. 

Variou church organizations throughout the state, es1>ecially 
mis ionary societies, have been making use of the '!'raveli ng Library 
for books on the special country which is being studied, and the 
books for general reacU ng nt·e loaned to rural churches and Sunday 
Schools to a greater e:<tent than ever before, on account of the 
active interest in establishing social centers in countl'y neighbor­
hoods. The rural schools arc making increasing use of the books 
and serve as dist ributing centers fo,· the lending of Traveling Li ­
'l>rary books in the neighborhood. 

The Library Commission has cooperated wi th the State Depart­
ment of Public Instruction in the preparation ot a Catalogue of 
Books for School Districts of Iowa. 'fhe interest of the 'l'raveling 
Library in tliis Catalogue was a very practica l one, because the 
graded books ns given in th is list comprise a special collection in 
the Tra.veling Library for loaning to rural scl1ools. 'l'he new edi­
tion of the list was compiled, graded and annotated by Miss Edna 
Lym~ , whose thorough knowledge of children's books and whose 
skill as a story teller have placed be,· in a position of au thority in 
the fi eld of children 's literature, and who has been associated with 
this Commission as Advisory Child ren's Librarian. 

It has alwa.ys been lhe aim of the Tra.veling Library to provide 
aids for the mailer libraries whenever pos.~ible, ns well 41S furnish 
books for genera.I rending. Hence, a collection called a Story 
Telling Library was sent out Inst year to supply the requests tha.t 
were frequently made for help in developing the story hour for 
children in the small public library. The books were carefolly 
selected by Miss Lyman, and the suggestions as to the use of the 
1:ooks, with specific references to stories has made the collection 
of great value wher ver it bas been used. A few juven il e collec-
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tions of fixed groups for general reading eontinue to be added eac.h 
year foe supplementing the rneagTe collection o.f books for young 
peop lr in n1<111y of the small. public: .libraries, and ne,v fixed group::. 
for adults, have as usual been added. Supplementary books on 
,various subjects are often sent in addition to the fixed groups for 
general reading, and the experiment has been made of using the 
printed catalog of the first 500 volumes in Everyman's Library 
for mailing to the 'I'raveling Library stat.ions where selections can 
be made, these catalogs being furnished by the publishers, E. P. 
Dutton & Co. 

One of the interesting loans made each year is the collection of 
books for general reading sent to the Lakeside Biological Labora­
tory at Lake Okoboji, under the clirection of Professor McBride 
who expresses great appreciation for the provision which th; 
Traveling Librai·y makes of the books for the students at the 
laboratory. 

The Traveling Picture collections eontim:1e to be much in de­
mand, and during the biennial period two collections have been 
added, viz: Events in British History, being twelve reproductions 
in co1.or of epoc::h rnaking events; these pictures being reproduced 
from paintings by I-I. J. Ford. The second collection is bv far 
the handsomest and most pleasing of any of the traveling ~·ollec­
tions for exhibit purposes sent out by the Commission. It consists 
of thirty-eight Imperial Gravures in color, including some of the 
greatest works of the leading masters in the world of . painting. 
These are hand-colored mezzo-gravures, and the collection is framed 
in a handsome and substantial manner, and makes an exhibit of 
great cultural and educational value. 

A collection of twenty-three original pictures for illustrating 
books fasned by the publishing firm of Charles Scrrbners' Sons, 
N. Y., was loaned to ·the Commission in the spring of 1911 for an 
indefinite period, and has proved an attractive addition t~ our 
walls. These were loaned to the Commission with the privilege of 
their being sent for short periods to libraries in the state, hence 
they are in a sense a traveling collection, though the transporta­
tion is expensive and the packing somewhat difficult because they 
are framed with glass. The pictures are as follows: Four by 
V. C. Anderson, illustrating Page's "Tommy Trot's visit to Santa 
Claus;" four by W. Glackens, illustrating Page's "Santa Claus's 
partner;'' three by M. Jean McLane, illustrating the Eugene Field i 

f 

IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION 21 

Iteacler; three by ~L Jean McLane, illustrating the Tuibert Louis 
Stevenson Reader;" eight by Frederick Richardson, illustrating 
Stockton ·'s "The Queen 's museum;" one by Jessie ,villcox Smith

1 

cover design for Stevenson's ·'' Child is Garden of Verses.' ' 
Books for the blind contim;e to be used by readers throughout 

the state, and a few titles in New York Point have been added 
durin g- 1.he biennial period, consisting of the fo1lowing: 

Abbott-Molly Make-Believe. 
Andrews-Perfect Tribute. 
Grenfell-A Man's Faith. 
Humphrey-Over Against Green Peak. 
Montgomery-Anne of Green Gables, 3 vols. 
Morris-Napoleon, 2 vols. 
Palmer-Self Cultivation in English. 

Palmer-Alice Freeman Palmer, 2 vols. 
,Stories.of Industry. 
Ten Short Stories, 2 vols. 
Three Years Behind t he Guns. 
Twain-Adventures of Tom Sawyer, 2 vo ls. 
'\\Tiggin-Penelope's Progress. 
Wiggin-New Chronicles of Rebecca, 2 vols. 

'rhe State Fait· exhibit is one of the annual features of the 
Travelin g· Library work, affording the opportunity for bringing to 
the attention of those in attendance at the State Fair the 'books 
and pictures that are available through the State Traveling Li­
brary. The booth in the Exposition building, while not well 
adapted to snch an exhibit, has, nevertheless, been greatly appre­
ciated, and its use has hecn permitted by courtesy of the State 
Fair management. 

The ever present and intricate problem of the best use of the 
older an.cl out of date books in the 'rraveling Library collection, is 
one t o which much thought has been given . This is a problem 

·Common to all Traveling Library systems. The early fixed groups, 
which have seen consta.nt use for more than twelve years, have 
become incomplete because of the wearing out or loss of certain 
books belonging to the set of fifty volumes. Oftentimes it is im­
possible to replace the specific 'book because it is out of print and 
unobtainable, and another book must be substituted. The lists 
must be constantly revised, and in the meantime many books in 
the early collections have become out of elate, ·being superseded by 
better books on the same subject. Some of them have proved to 
be unadapted to the needs of the average community. The de-
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waud is more nnd more for th e newer coll ec tions of recent books, 
!Jut in the mea nti me 1 he early fixed groups, arc being circulated to 
meet the demands as far as possible. Expel'iu1cnts lt:1~1c been tried 
in other states as to the disposition of these incomplete early fixed 
o-ronps. There is also the problem of book purchase for subjects 
for ,\·h ich there jg insistent demand for material during a short 
period , with the probability of a surplus of books when the in­
terest censes. \Vith the utn1ost care in examin ing and evaluating 
the possible use that is to be made of books by '!'raveling Library 
systems, we find th.at ea.ch year certain subjects that have been 
mneh in dema1id cease to interest readers and students, and surplus 
books are tl1en left on the shelves . All of these problems of book 
resources, and what might be termed book economics, should 
sooner or later be adjusted on some basis that will make the 
handling of fixed groups more flexible, and provide some ·way of 
disposing of snrpln~ open shelf books. 

SUMl\IARY. 

'l'he books in the entire Traveling Library collection J nly 1, 
1912, numbered 22,823 and are divided as follows: 

225 libra1·ies for general reading in fixed collections 
of 50 books each ...... . .... .... ........... 12,250 

Open shelf subject collection for study and graded 
books for rural schools .... .. .............. . 10,573 

Total ............... . . . .. . ........... 22,823 
During the biennial period 58,196 books were loaned in answer 

to 2,774 requests. 
278 new stations have been registered during the biennial period. 

Of these 134 are from schools, both run! and small towns, and 
80 ate from clubs. 

T 
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SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL 

'11he Summer School for Library Train ing which has been main­
ta ined under the joint auspices of the Library Commission and 
the State University of Iowa, held its eleventh annual session in 
the summer of 1911, in connection with the summer session at the 
State University. Six weeks instruction w'as given in the funda­
mentals of library methods, with the needs of the inexperienced 
libi-arians of the small Ji-b.-aries especially in ·view. A special 
course of two weeks in library work with children, which has been 
a feature of the school since its organization, was given by Miss 
Lyman and lectures were given th1·oughout the course by visiting 
librarians. The inst111ctors were: Mr. Malcolm G. Wyer, Refe1·­
ence work; Miss Ione Armstrong, Instructor in Cataloging and 
r elated snbjects; Miss Ida L. Lange, Instructo1· in Classification 
and related subjects, and Miss Edna Lymi!n, Library work with 
children. Lectures were given by President .MaeLean of the Un i­
versity, Miss Drake of the Sioux City Publie Library, il'liss Rose 
of the Davenport Public Library, Prof. Shambaugh of the State 
Historical Society, Miss Tyler and Miss Brown of the Library 
Commission, and visiting librarians. 

The following students ·were in attendance: 
Aiken, Gertrude E .......... Public Library .. .. . 
,A.lten , Mrs. Henrietta H . ... F'el lowsb1p House. 
Appleton, Hannah . . ; ...... . Public Library .. 
Bartholomew, Mrs. Jessie M .. Public Library. 
Beckman, Emma .... . ..... . Public Library. 
Bernard, Edna W ....... , .. Pu'blic Library. 
Clark, Maude . .. . ......... . Public Library .. 
Cloud, Eva ..... . .. . . . .. . ... Public Library .... . 
Colby, Mabel R . . ... , ..... , Public Library ...... . 
Dennis, Ruth A..... . . Public Libra.t·y .. 

. . Evanston, 111. 
. Chicago. 

.. Sioux City. 
. . Yankton, S. D. 
. .Glenwood. 
. . Sioux City. 

. . . Marshalltown. 

. . . Kewanee, Ill. 

. . . Onawa. 

. .. Dubuque. 
Hoffman, Mildred E ...... . Public Library.... . .. . Dubuque. 
Hutt, Marion M ........... Public Library ..... .. . ..... Traer. 
McCullough, l\f. Elizabeth· ... Public Library.. . . . Davenport. 
Markham, Minnie ... . ...... Public Library. Independence. 
Maxson, Mabel.... . .. Mil ton College Library. . .Milton, Wis. 
•Mitchell, Anne F ....... .. Public Library . . . . . Fort Dodge. 
O'Connor, Rose A . . . . .. . . .. Public Library.. . . . Sioux City. 
*Prout, Vera J .... ..... . ... Public Library.. . .. . . Fairbury, Neb. 
•shearer, Mabel B ......... Public Library.. . . Marshalltown. 
Stetler, Hortense Vl ... . .. .. Public Library.. . . . Mason City. 
Stewart, Mary. M ... ...... .. Public Library. . . .. . . St. Charles, Ill. 
Summers, Myrtle M .. .. .. . . High School Library . .. . ... Rock Island, Ill. 

•For Children's Course only. 

V 



Tlie l'e was no :-;cssion of the S 1tmmer Library School for the 
sunml C' L' of .191.2. 'l' he eondi tions under which the cooperative 
;in·,i11 .~l·lli L' ll t \\·11:--- rnr1d~ elt! \'C•11 years ago for eontlu cti ng th e School 
joi ntly by the Li'b,rnry Commission and the State Uni ver sity have 
(·\t;lllf!l'<l _\ i-t• adj11stnwnt seenH:1ll al:wol11tcly n<..~·e.ssary and the 
Dirc;tor aft er a confere1iec with t he committee of the Educational 
Board rccornmended to the Library Con1mission the careful con­
sidera tion of the tempora.ry discontinuance of the School until a 
readjustment could be made. The Secreta ry of th e Commission 
had served ns Directot• of the school since its organization without 
adcl i.tionn l c:nmpensation, and tl~e services of the Librarian of the 
Traveling Library have also been contributed by the Library Com­
mission. the latter having been an imp01·t.ant factor in the School, 
servirnt ns Vice-Director and Revisor. In the early years when 
the ne;d was so urgent for a bri ef course of training for those in 
cha rge of the small libraries of the State, the opport unity offered 
at the Uni,·ersity afforded the means by which this could be ac­
•complished, as the pressure of other work on t.he Commission was 
grea t and t he Commission staff was not large enough for personal 
visitation to the libraries for instmction. Many t1·ained lib1·arians 
have since come into the state in charge of the larger public li­
braries, and a large nm:n:ber of those who have taken the summer 
course are actively engaged in Iowa libraries; furthermore the 
organ izing work in the field and the Traveling Library work have 
taken on large proportions, without a corresponding increase in 
the staff of Commission workers; hence for the past few yea.rs the 
Summer Scl1ool work has been carried on by the Secretary and 
Librarian at the sacrifice of the regular work, and the curtailing 
of much-needed vacations. In addition to · the ser~ices of two of 
tne \..:omnnss1on sta ff (and sometimes three) being contributed by 
the Library Commission as its part in the cooperative plan, a large 
collection of books, comprising a number of copies of each title 
selected for practice work for the students, have been provided, 
being a collection of several hundred volumes. Inasmuch as the 
StHte University found that a financial readjustment for the sum• 
mer of 1912 was impossible it was decided by mu tual agreement 
that the School should be temporarily suspended. 

The part this School has had in the onward progress of library 
affairs in Iowa during the eleven years cannot be overlooked, when 
w e conside1· what a large share the librarians who have attended 

r 

j 

IOWA LIBRARY COMMISSION 25 

this school have had in esta blishing high stand>trds of libral'.~ 
ser\ce in their respective communities. The School has been 
rect.znized throu ghout l ibrary circles in the United States as one 
of i;c best of the snmmer sessions and applications for admission 
hav. come from many states. 'I'he purpose of the School, however , 
was primarily to aid t lrn Iowa libraries, and the nature of the 
teclaical instruction which must be accompanied by practice work, 
ma<e it necessary to limit the number of students. ·when this 
Jin1i. was not rea ched each year by Iowa applicants a few were 
acln,ttecl from other sta.tes. 

'f1e t otal number in attendance, 1901-1911, was 283. 
4 present there are 91 employed in the libraries of Iowa, but a 

coniderable number are iL .:braTy work in other states, or have 
gon for advanced training to some of the regular library schools. 
DU\ng the eleven years there were 61 students admitted from 
oth,r states, viz: Illinois, Kentucky, North Dakota., South Dakota, 
Ne~aska

1 
)1issouri, Utah

1 
KansasJ .Arkansas., Oklahoma, Texas. 
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(tlaptatn llitter ih;. lfnq1mtnn 
THI~ FRIE 'D OF IOWA LIBRARIES. 

The state of Jown and the city o( Fort Dodge lost a citizen of uu­
usunl personality in the passi ng away oC Capt. W. H. Jolrnston, wbose 
iunuence was always hclp(ul and uplifting; the Library Commission has 
lost a valued and earnest member. whose lbougbtrul counsel and wise 
judgment wlll be sadly missed; and lite library cause one of I ts staunchest 
and ables t supporters. 

Captain Johnston's her itage was that of high standards. noble Jiving 
a.nd right. instincts. He was born in Sidney, 1• Y. , .Ju ly 24,-1837, and hence 
at the time of his death was within a few weeks of having reached his 
74 th birthday. His parents were of Scotch-lrish extraction. H is grand­
father was a sixth physician in direct line or descent from Dr. R ichard 
Hull of New Haveu. 1''1inisters were also among his fore(atbers, and 
trom both his mother a.nd rather he inherJted the spir itual temperament. 
His father's home was one o( the raJlyiug centers for missionaries. Cap­
tain Johns ton was al so influenced lo his youth by Professor Kerr at 
lt~ranklln Academy, 1ew York, and other educators, and by the fri end­
ships formed there and at Wabash College Academy. 

Captain Johnston enltsted as a soldier in the Civil War while at Frank4 

lin Academy, in 1862, having previously taught school during vacations. 
He enlisted in the One Hundred Forty-fourth New York l nfantry and 
served until 1865, when he was wounded in the battle of James Island, 
S. C. This meant the loss of a leg, but or this be was never kno\\'O to 
complain, though in recent years the wound caused him considerable 
pain. He returned to bis home and took the law course at BJoghamton, 
N. Y., and lo 1869 came to Fort Dodge to practice bis profession. He 
served as deputy clerk of the United States court for about twenty years, 
this being bis position al the time o! his death. 

The affliction that came to him Jn tbe death oc his only son and a severe 
tllness about two years ngo had lead his friends to feel anxiety about him, 
but he was courageous and cheerful and continued to attend to bis daily 
duties. His death came suddenly and without pain, as he was etrlken in 
hie office, June 6, while reading his daily pa.per. He was a prominent 
member of the P resbyterian church and on-e or its elders. Captain John­
ston's wUe died tn 1900 and since that .time h is s ister, Mrs. Turner, pre­
sided over bis home. One daughter, Mallie, survives him, a senior at 
Mount Holyoke College tbls year. 

Ca.own Johnston's ch ief interest next to bis church was that. of the 
public library. He founded the Fort Dodge llbro.ry, giving liberally o[ bis 
time and services when the Hbrary association was weak and struggli ng. 
The llbrary was at first In the rear of his office and he served at librarian. 
He was keenly alive to the possibilities of the public library as a helpful 
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influence in the lives of young people, and was the refore active in library 
extension wo rk. He was one of the founders or the State Library Asso­
ciation, and served as its president several t imes and had been honora1·y 
president of the association since 1903. 

\Vh en the movement (OL· a Library Commission was undeftalrnn he aided 
in securi ng legislation and was appointed by Governor Shaw as one of 
t he commissioners, when t he commission was es tablished in 1900 and was 
reappointed by Governor Cummins and held the position continuously 
until the time of his deat h. 

His fun eral was held in the First Presbyterian Church, June 9th, and 
was largely attended; his connection with church, G. A. R., the Bar Asso­
ciation, the F ederal Court, the Public Library and his ki nd ly interest in 
everyo.ne whom be met had given him a host of personal friends. Dr. 
l!J. Ji]. Hastings, his pastor1 paid an eloquent and hear tfelt tribute to Cap­
ta in Johnston. On Sunday evening, July 30th, a memorial service was 
beld in the church in which t he pastors of the various churches took 
part. Addresses were made by Dr. E. E. Hastings on his "Religious 
Life;" by Mr. Frank Farrel l, "As a Cilizen;" by Miss Alice S . Tyler, 
representing the Sta te Library Commiesion, on his "Relation to the Li­
braries of the State," and by Mr. M. F. Healy, who paid a glowing and 
eloquent tribute to hlm as patriot, citizen and fr iend. 

"H is li fe was gent1e, and the elements 
So m ixed in him, that Nature might stand up 
And saY to all the worli'. 'This was a man!'" 

(A. S. T.) 

A PER~ONAL TRIBUTE. 

I was deeply impressed with the rem ark of Jefferson S. Polk at 'the 
funeral of the pioneer preacher and educator of Des Moines-the Rev. 
J. A. Nash. The remark was in substance that Dr. Nash was one of the 
greatest men he had ever known, be'!ause imbued with a passion for ser­
vice a nd possessed of the requisite ability to render effective service in 
any emergency. Phillips Brooks, in one of his sermons, says that great­
ness "appears to be not so much a cer tain size as a certain quality in 
human lives. It may be present in lives whose range i~ very small." 
Ch anning finds t he greatest man to be "he who chooses the right with in-
vincible r esol ution, . . who bears the heaviest burdens cheerfully, 

whose reliance on truth, on virtue, on God, is most unfaltering." 
I quote t hese a lmost identical conceptions of true greatness from three 

men widely apart in many respects, because the . three views, taken at 
d ifferent a ngles of v ision, so well sustain ~:i.e conclusion reached by me 
as I looked for the last time upon t he face of my dear friend, Captain 
Johnston-the conclusion that this "la;:i ndly, earnest, brave, far-seeing 
man," who as a boy and man, as stud ent, soldier, citi~en, as son, husband, 
father, as a life.Jong Chr istian worker, and as a promoter. of public libraries 
ancl of the library spirit for at least a hal'f cent ury, was in. the truest sense 
of the term great- beside whom ma ny of the so-calied great are mere 
pigmies. 
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I first met Capta in Johnston in a li brary convention in Des Moines in 
1894. For seventeen years s ince then we have t ogether attended library 
con(crences. a nd for more than ten :rears we have sat toge ther rouncl the 
table in the meetings of the Iowa L ibrary Commission ; and I have never 
seen a man more devoted t o public service, more enthu s iastic in the per­
fo rmance of service, more fi rmly grounded upon love of huma.nity and 
d es i re to assist in ra ising community life to a higher plane. His las l 
words wit h h is fellow-commissioner s, at the spring meeting, like the firs t 
words I bear d from his lips as pres id ing officer of the Iowa Library 
Association in '94, were of books-th e best books-and of librar ies well 
administered as facto r in t he complex problem of educating men a nd 
women to greater e ffic iency as citizens. 

As an associate in lihrary work throughout the state, Captain Johµston 
will be greatly missecl. As a loyal, generous fr iend, he had endeared 
himsel f to every associate m ember o f t he commiSsion. H is place at t he 
tab]e can never be fi lled-for his kindly nature and his rare combination 
or childlike s implic ity and worldly wisdom had made tha t p lace all his 
own. 

The outline of this man's career are elsewher e given; but be tween the 
lines which tell of loving service, th!;) friends of this good man ,vm read 
many a story of devotion-to family, community , church. to m s country, 
to the cause of educat ion and to the f ree public librar y as supplemental 
to th e unfinished worl{ of the schools. JOHNSON BRIGHAM. 

RESOLUT ION S. 

The following r esolutions were adopted at the July meeting of t he 
Iowa Library Commission : 

Since the last meeting of the Iowa Library Commission ou r beloved 
co-worl;;:er Capt. w·. H. Johns ton has been called to h is last r est, his death 
occurring June 6, 1911. 

Resolved, That in his going, the Library Commission has lost a cherished 
friend, a wise counselor, an earnest and efficient co-worker, identif\.ed 
with the Commission s ince its creation in 1900, and the pioneer worker 
for free public librar ies in the state. 

In all the ye~rs he labored, he never lowered his ideals, or lessened his 
enthusiasm; he lived to see the fulfillment of h~s dream, free public librar­
i es multiplying on the prairies of Iowa. 

He lived a life of service to others, a life that was an inspiration to all 
who kne,v him, and when bis pure life ended h e fell asleep, leaving a mem­
ory that is a benediction. 

The deepest sympathy of t he members of the Commission and of the 
Executive staff, ',each of whom feel a personal loss, is extended to th.e 
daughter and sister of Captain Johnston in their great bereavement. To 
his associates in the work of the Fort Dodge Public Library, both the 
Board of Trustees and the Library Staff, the Commission -extends sym­
pathy and. appreciation of the loss sustained by that institution to which 
he was so earnestly devoted. 
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Resolved, That these mlnutes be spread upon the r ecords of the Library 
Commission and that copies be sen t to t he fa mily a nd to the Board of 
Trustees of the Ft. Dodge P ublic Library. 

(:F'rom l owa Libra ry Qua _r te l'ly .• J ul y - Sept embe r. 1911.) 

JU,:SOl.l,:TlO:\'S OF TlU~ }' OHT DODGE I.IRl?Al!Y BOARU. O F \\" III CH CA l~TA I :\' .IO II XSTOX 

IIAD BEE,\' l'[U-;srnEXT J.'Olt )IA:\'Y YEAHS. 

Burdened with grief, an d with hearts full of feeling of irreparable loss, 
the Trustees of the Library gathered for their first m eeting after the 
home going o f the dear fri end and leader who for so m any yea rs· of de­
voted service had been the moving spirit aild inspiration of his fell ow 
members •at t heir monthly meetings. 

Next to her Public Schools, Fort Dodge prizes her Public Library as 
a means of advancement to her people. For the possession of t his institu­
tion today, our city is indebted to Captain Johnston more t ha n to any 
other per son. He was t he prime m over in t he organization of the orig ina l 
Fort Dodge Librar y Associalion which bad its beginn ing in t he early 
history o.f our city and out of which was evolved the Fort Dodge Public 
L ibrary of today. From its organization to the day of his death, he occu­
pied the posi tion of P resident of its Board of Trustees. 

Those who have been associated with him as m embers of that Board 
know and appreciate as others cannot, the Interest which he took in its 
g rowth and success. However busy at other work, or in t he discharge of 
duties elsewhere, the ca11 of the regular monthly business meeting of 
th e Library Board was always uppermost in his mind, ancl we feel th-at 
we express the general sentiment of our people when we say that Fort 
Dodge owes Captain Johnston a d ebt of gratitude for the work he did for 
th e Public Library which w ill long keep his name bright in the memory 
of a ll, and we realize th-at when death called him from his work, a man 
of r igid honesty, of firm convictions, of pure heart and of gentle nature 
passed to his re ward . 

To other pioneers the New West offered opportunity for gain; to Cap­
tain Johnston it offered opportunity for se r vice. They labored to b uild 
up a prosperous commonwealth that they might share its p rosperity ; he 
st ruggled to spread the li ght of learning rand cultivation without which 
material ·prosperity is but grossness and excess. The fortunes they left 
diminish with the generatio'ns; t he library movement he fostered grows 
with each succe_eding year. His best and noblest monument will be, not 
one of rare marble or enduring granite, but rather his influence in mould­
ing the minds and hearts of the children who have grown to manhood 
and ,vomanhood in the last quarter of a centu r y, whose read ing he h as 
g uided in a kindly a nd fatherly way, thus lur ing them to h igher heights 
and nob ler aspirations. As the years come and go they will lovingly te ll 
t heir children of the. life work of the gen tle "Captain" who 

"Nightly p itched his moving tent 
A day's march nearer home." 
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24 Council BM!, - -·· M,s . >I. E. Dalley ______ 1882 3',0561 1,278 90,115 Ao<l,cw Carne•;, --- -- -- --- --- --•- -- ---- · .0,000 S, C,8 .85 2 mills 
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75 New Rampton __ __ .1n,elinc Gcimsby --- --- 1006 3,212 659 11.0ll Andrew Cnmcglc --- ----• ··--·-··-·- -- --- J0, 000 l,O!U,L' mills 
7-0 Newton - --- -- - -- -- - \ Mrs. C. V. nryant ______ 1S7S 7,!"..Sl 61G 20 .202 Andrew Cilrnegic ____ ________ ____ ________ 1, 10.000 '1,0--21.433 mill s 
77 0<1Cbolt _____ ______ Lmi,n E , Hon,on _____ _ 1000 

1 
2,610 307 4,317 Andrew c,uneaie ""\\ W. W, Pield. --• 4,000 393,00,2 mills 
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?g Onawa _____________ EIJcn I. True ___ __ ______ 1003 
80 Osag& ___________ Rcn:t Gruy ______________ JS'l,I; 
81 Osceolnt ___________ Mrs. A. W. Ka rr _______ 1908 
S2 Oskaloosa ______ ___ Hehm D. Gorton ____ __ _ 1800 
83 Ottumwa __________ Mny B. Ditch __ _________ 1902 
81 Pat on ____ _________ Mrs . W. S. Grant ••..•• 1900 
85 Paullina. ___________ Jo:,,!'lJ'l:.i Cownn ___ ____ _ _ 100S 
S6 Pella _____________ Jnlla Yu11Z1111t,C ____ __ ___ 190} 
87 Perry _____________ Florn ll, llu ilcy ________ 1004 
~ Red On.k .. • ••••••• Sa r11ll Pal m er __________ IOC8 
SO Rock Rapl<1s __ ____ Mrs. F.mma lluxtcr -.-- - 18)3 
00 Rockwell City __ ___ Mrs . F. H. Allan ___ __ ___ WOO 
01 Sue Clty• ___________ Nan Denman • •• .••..• ••• 1007 
02 Sanborn ______ ____ Irene McNclll -·-------- -- 1001 
!13 Sbeldou __ _________ Mrs. B. S. McCormack 19J7 
Of. Sbcnuoclonh ___ ____ Derdcau., M. Jn>'-~------ 1006 
05 Sibley __________ ___ BJnuchc Hnm1011 ________ 1908 
96 Sioux Ci ty ________ J cnnnctte M. Drllkc ___ __ 1877 
rr Spencer ___________ Mr.s. A. L. DubJc ____ ___ WOO 
98 Spiri t J.itkc --- - - -- MimliC E. 8t0\r!.l-- ---- --- 1Fm 
~ Storm Lnko _______ Eliza beth Wnlpolo _____ lUO'J 

100 St.nnrt ___ __ ___ __ ___ Unrriet Williams _______ moo 
int '!'a.ma ___ __________ Mrs. F. A . f' lrnsc ____ __ 100."'i 
JO'~ 'l'ipton __________ ___ 1'' 1orn Milligun __ _______ _ 1001 
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i ,637 l,18'134 ,2,n Andre,, Carnegie and Addison O!ner.. .. 20,000 •1, 1.n 053 mills 

f:~ 1,~: 1~1~~ ~~~~!~ : ~~::~::i :·::::::::::::: .: :::::: ;~;~ !:~:~}2'; mills 
10,307 SS7 37,5(:6 \11d1e,, (, urncg1c __ _________ _ ______ .Z-l,500 3.383.2-1:? m!lls 
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, !iliil 16. 103 '1\mln·\1' l'1ll'llt'ir!C! an.I <'iliY.C'IIS --- -- - ----1 13,000 "' J ,727 .002~ mills 
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1

11,GH 1.\udrcw Carncglo ______ _______ ____ _____ __ _ 10,mo J ,O'JZ. 1:, 3 11, r/b 
i.r>-13 3".!J 13,074 ,\. Cill'llCgio und C. & w. (:. Elli s.. . . 12 .500 ],(if'(i , :il -2 1l'!JJ~ 
7,767 189 n,22() ,Mrs . . Jane ( 1hilco te ----- ----- -------•· -- 12 .500 1,!)3{; .&i jz 11,lm li,ro91 2,355 70,f,0 -!\nd rew Curncgi_e (t,1.·o buildings) ____ __![ 4~,000 5,lJIS.IWil ;qo w!ll~ 
3,iil 385 9,1001.Andrcw C11rncg1c - ---- ------·-- --------- - 10,0(:(l I.3'J6.~61:? 11 ills 

109 West Branch ···--- Mrs. F. H. I3a.t tey ___ ___ I00-1 . l .9313
1 

184\ (i, 1:i8 Mrs. Huldn E nlow - -·---····-·-------·- - 2,000 38U. U, ~ m!lls 
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JOO I Webster Cityt ··--1E. D. Durgess ..• ••.• .. ··1 lS(>S 1········]···--··.·'······ c· IK'".''"" Young . . "'" '"·

st

· ··-·············-'1 60,0001·····--·,·1 
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SIXTH Hl, POHT 

ASSOCIATION AND SUBSCRIPTJON LIBRARIES. 

_ _ '_'"_"_' ___ I - N»me nl Ulmu·,- I,il ,rari un 'l'otul 
Vols . 

. -hle] ________ ____ ___ , Library i\ ssocint.ion -- - ·····1·'l rs. E LhCI H. Straight____ __ 200 
Afton ________ __ ____ Librno· ,\ swciation _______ _ lllrs. Ch r11·ro.s J3ngg ______ ____ _ 525 
Alta __ __ ___ _____ ____ ILihr1try 1\ ss oci ution __ ___ ___ <.:race Clemmons ____ _____ ____ 300 
.-\nita _______ _____ __ !Library ihsoci ation ____ ____ :'lfrs. 1-'ra n k CElrtcr, Jr, ____ __ 715 
Ankeny --------- ---1;1.,ibrn iT i\s~oc( ation •.•• • •• • Li ll in11 .M . '.l'llornton ________ _ 1 ,200 
.-\ntllon ___ ____ ______ Ub rury ,\ ~soc1ation __ __ ___ _ 1\11~ . 1\. }'. Vov,,1 .• __ __ __ __ l,~ 
_.\vocll ····--- ----- -- · I,ibrury i\ ssociatlon ________ Mrs .. Jo hn Sievers __ __________ 1,900 

il~~:lt:i~ ~:;' ti~rii}~!!Jil'.t;i~I:;1 ~I~rt t!i!x~\ii~:;j;:l iii 
filii?~~tf:;i=;;i; ~i~~r::~l~~~i1;!;.iH!'.'.i~:({{~;~:~:~rll1il}\:~\\~l ::; 
1,ynnvi!IQ __ ______ __ Librnr.r Association __ _____ ,-\de-Un Ncmrnd ____ _______ _____ 550 
Lyons ___________ ___ Y. M. C . A, ______ _____ ___ ___ .lcunnctte F. Balch_"___ ____ __ 6,700 
JJaccdonln _________ Llbrnry Association __ ___ ___ .Mrs. Lnurn Young_____ ______ _ 750 
:Mnnson ___ _________ Li1Jrn1·y Assn. and ScliooL •. c\lrs. H enry Young _____ ____ __ ____ ____ _ _ 
:l\Jilfor(] ___________ Librnry /1ssodat!on •••• • •. • i\lrs. Ji' . \V. KnigJ1t___ __ ______ 275 
Mitchell ____ _______ _ l ,lbrilrl' ,\ ssocie.tion __ _____ _ Julit~ Fnvillo __ ___ __________ __ 220 
~orthwood ____ ____ Library /1ssociation •.• . •... Kellie 'Wrigh t _________________ 600 
Parkersburg ____ __ Libra ry Associa t ion ---· -· -· Bessie Reints _______ __________ _ 2 ,100 
Post,,mo _________ __ Librnr y Associ11 tloo ________ Gt'o . s·. 'l'o t tlc__ _____ _________ 900 
Iledflr ld ____________ J,lbrn ry Associa t ion -- - ·-··· Belle Seott __ _____ ___ ________________ __ _ 
Snlcm ~--- ---------- Libra ry ,\ssocia tioa _____ ___ . .\nnn W ilm ith _______ _______ _ 600 
Sc!·mo ur _____ _____ Librnry A~sociation __ ____ __ l\lrs. C. E. Dlol.:dy_____ ___ ___ 1 ,100 
Sumner ____ ___ ______ Culttu·c C'lu b Librnry ----·-- l\l r s . Grnco Nuss__ _________ ___ 600 
Sutherland ____ __ ___ Gen . U,1kcr Librar y A.ss' 11 __ l\frs. Hornu \V. Woorls....... 1,001 
'!'mer ····--·-- - - - __ L ibrnry As:a;ocia tion -- ---·-· ?.I~riou Hutt ------------------1 700 'fT('nton __________ __ L ibrury Associat ion ________ Mrs . Ro!ro Roberts_ ________ ___ G50 
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COLLEGE AND ACADEMY LIBRA.R!ES- CO>ITINUI<D 

MISCELLANEOUS LIBRARIES. 

LIBRARIES I N STATE INSTITUTIONS. 

Place- Name or Library Librarian 

I NSTITUTIOSS UNOF.R BOARD OF CONTROL. 

For Biennial Period Ending June 30, 1912. 

Pl ucc Name of Institution 

Anamosa ______ -- Stn.te R-c lorma tory ---------- ---- ----------- ---
Cbcrokee __ _______ Sta t e Hospital - ------------------------- ---Clarinda __ __ _____ State H ospital ___ _________ ______ _____ _ _____ _ 
Council Blufls ___ _ School for the ~aL __ __________________ ______ _ 
DavenJ)ort _________ Sold iers' Orphans' Home ______________ ____ __ _ 

""I ••• 240 

EJdom ____________ Industritr:l School fo1 Doys________ ___________ _ S2l '';;I Ft Madison ___ ____ State Peniten tiary ------- ------ ------------- -- 152 
Glenwood .!----- Tnst1Lu tlon for Feeble minded Children. _____ _ 2 
Independence _____ Sta t e Hospita l __ - --------- ------------ ----- 233 
Kno:xvtllo ___ _____ St ate Hospit a l for Inebr1ntc5____________ _____ 197 
Marshalltown ___ ___ Soldiers' Home ---------------------- ------- - ~ 
Mltchellv!Uo _______ In dustrlnl School fo r GlrJs_____ ______ ____ __ __ 48-J 
Mt. Pleasant __ ____ State Hosp1ta J ----- ----------------- ---- --- -- _____ _ _ 
Oakdale _______ _____ State Sanftar!um for 'l'ubercular Pat!cnts.. 197 
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40,000 
36,'iOO 
66,312 
14 ,010 
54,066 
22,823 
30 ,719 
93, 250 
16,000 

7,937 135,327 
2 ,--13'1 19 ,4.51 
l, G1!'! ]8,4.70 
6,843 27 ,&)2 
2,103 lti,730 g•rJ ::m 
1 :W) 2 , 598 
2,82-t 5 ,137 

454 ll,436 
2,5,,:M 14,435 
2 ,33.$ 2,335 
2,543 l> ,815 
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